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* On a continuing basis: to illustrate some of the noteworthy stampless uses resorted to by
both sides during the Civil War period.

* On a continuing basis: to consider the subject of stampless Trans-Atlantic mail from the
standpoint of the markings alone, as an attempt in simplifying what many collectors, including
myself, have often found to be an overwhelmingly complex and tedious subject. Deductions
would be drawn from the markings or combinations of markings present on a cover, and only
thereafter would some of the fine points, such as postal treaties and conventions, rates and routes,
be considered, rather than the other way around. There are very good reasons to believe that the
usual inductive method of studying this subject, even in the hands of competent students,
contributes to the frustration many otherwise interested collectors experience. This subject should
not be the arcane province of legalists and statisticians. All flummery and forensic virtuosity
should be confounded!

THE U.S. REGISTER AND LIST OF POST OFFICES OF 1794.

Lists of post offices and routes from the Federal era prior to 1800 are not easily located.
The country was in its first stages of development and the General Post Office (it didn’t
become a full-fledged department with the Postmaster General a cabinet officer until 1829) in
1790 had about ten people handling the paperwork for some 78 post offices.

Probably the two best references about this period are Rich’s History of the United States
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Post Office to the Year 1829 and American State Papers; The Post Office, published in 1834.
Both are available as reprints from literature dealers; the former reprint being by Quarterman
and the latter by Wierenga.
Rich’s work has no tables of post offices at all but American State Papers does have two
pre-1800 post office lists including revenue, expenses and route contracts, one being for the
first quarter of the fiscal year starting on October 5, 1789, and the other for the entire fiscal
year ending October 5, 1971.
The next available list of post offices that I've seen is in the President’s roll of
government employees, sent by Thomas Jefferson to the Congress in 1802, but which has a
supplementary list of post offices established in 1801 added to the main list which apparently
was as of October 1800.
Recently, while doing some research at the Ohio Historical Society, I was shown a copy
of The American Calendar, or United States Register, published in England in 1794. This
included a chapter on the post office establishment of the U.S., with rates of postage and a
summary of laws and regulations.
Most important to the postal historian, it included a list of post offices with mileages by
which letters were to be rated. The list is divided into the “Main line from Wiscasset to
Sunbury,” ( in the District of Maine and Georgia, respectively), and the cross posts.
Since the whole thing is compact, it seems appropriate to offer it in the stampless section
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of the Chronicle, as the booklet probably will be in the rare book department (as it is at the
Ohio Historical Society), and not readily available in the few libraries that have a copy.

While the first of the regularly issued U.S. Registers or “‘blue books™ was produced in
1816, under an Act of Congress requiring that (after the first issue) the registers were to be
issued every other (odd) year, sporadic lists of government employees, such as in 1802,
appeared. Just what was available between 1802 and 1816 is something that I'd very much

like to know!

Richard B. Graham

Box 342-CC
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