
Volume: 38  Number: 3  Year: 1986 Chronicle: 131

Article: The U.S. Register and list of Post Offices of 1794
Author(s): Richard B. Graham 

http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19864.pdf


Table Of Contents
items marked with *  cannot  be viewed as an individual PDF document

Click here to view the entire Volume: 38  No: 3  Chronicle:  131
Starting Page

Front Cover (1 page) Front Cover
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Robert  A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. Inside Front

Cover
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Richard C. Frajola Inc. 149
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Jack E. Molesworth, Inc. 150
Masthead (1 page) 151
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Richard Wolffers Inc. 152
Table of Contents (1 page) 153

The Editor's Page
Editorial (1 page)
Susan M. McDonald

154

Book Review
U. S. Route and Station Agent Postmarks (2 pages) 154

Guest Privilege
Two Hundred Years of Postal Communications The Netherlands - United States of America (7
pages)
Cornelis Muys, Jan Giphart

156

The 1932 Sale of Heard Material (5 pages) 162

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Leonard H. Hartmann 166
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: John W. Kaufmann Inc. 167

Prestamp and Stampless Period
A Message from the Editor (2 pages)
Frank Mandel

168

The U.S. Register and list of Post Offices of 1794 (3 pages)
Richard B. Graham

169

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Andrew Levitt 171

Carriers and Independent Mails
U.S. Stamped Evelopes used to prepay Carrier Fess or for Postage, with adhesive stamps to
prepay (5 pages)
Elliott Perry, Robert  B. Meyersburg

172

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: U.S.P.C.S. 176
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Christie's Robson Lowe, New York 177

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Edelman's 179
Classified Advertisement (1 page) 179

1851-61 Period
The Five Cent surcharge rate to Britain (3 pages)
Thomas J. Alexander

180

Stockton Ship (2 pages)
David T. Beals III,  Thomas J. Alexander

181

U.S.Postal Markings 1851-61 (2 pages)
David T. Beals III,  Thomas J. Alexander

182

The Plating of the Center Line copies of S5 (3 pages)
Dr. Samuel Dershowitz

184

Sheet Margins (1 page)
David T. Beals III,  Thomas J. Alexander

187

United States Mail Steamships (2 pages)
Stanley B. Ashbrook

187

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Earl P. L. Apfelbaum Inc 189

1861-1869 Period
Postage stamps used as money: Postage currency use for postage (5 pages)
Richard B. Graham

190

The Washington Balloon town mark of Civil War Days (2 pages)
Richard B. Graham

194

A 24c Revisted (1 page)
Richard B. Graham, William K. Herzog

131

Single high value 1861 stamps used to pay domestic postage (3 pages)
Richard B. Graham

131

The Civil War: Covers from Bruell's Army near and at Nashville in early 1892 (2 pages) 197

http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/131.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19903.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19851.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19852.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19853.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19854.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19855.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19856.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19857.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/20348.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19859.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19860.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19861.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19862.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19863.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19864.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19865.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19866.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19866.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19867.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19868.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19870.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19871.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19872.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/20434.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19873.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19874.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19875.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19876.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19877.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19878.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19879.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19880.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19881.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19882.pdf


Richard B. Graham, William K. Herzog
"... Those Premieres Gravures..."  (1 page)
Richard B. Graham, William K. Herzog

198

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: William A. Fox Auctions, Inc. 198
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Nancy Poli 198
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: William T. Crowe 131

Bank Note Period
Ship Letters and Bank Note Dues (5 pages)
George B. Arfken

200

The Banknote era stamps at Ameripex (1 page)
Richard Searing

204

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Greg Manning Company Inc. 205

Railroad Postmarks
Chicago's first Railroad - Postal Pioneer (8 pages)
Charles L. Towle

206

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Taylor Made Company 131

Foreign Mails
Postal Perculiarities II - French Fiasco at New Orleans (3 pages)
Charles J. Starnes

214

United States inland rate reduction in Hamburg Mails (1 page)
Charles J. Starnes

216

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Victor B. Krievins 216

The Cover Corner
Answer to problen covers in Issue No. 130 (2 pages)
Scott Gallagher

217

Problem covers for this issue (3 pages)
Scott Gallagher

218

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Philatelic Restoration Workshop 218
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: New England Stamp 219

The Cover Corner
More on "Rosecrans/The Hero of the West" (1 page)
James W. Milgram M.D.

220

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: J. Randall Rare Stamps 220
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Harmers of New York Inc. Inside Back

Cover
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Raymond H. Weill Co Back Cover

http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19883.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19884.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19885.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19886.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19887.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19888.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19889.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19890.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19891.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19892.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19893.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19894.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19895.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19896.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19897.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19898.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19899.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19900.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19901.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_131/19902.pdf


• On a conti nuing basis: to illustrate some of the noteworth y stampless uses reso rted to by
both sides du ring the Civi l War period ,

• On a continuing basis: to consider the subject of stampless Trans-Atlantic mail from the
standpoint of the markings a/one , as an atte mpt in simplifying what many co llec tors , including
myself. have often fou nd to be an overw helmingly complex and ted ious subjec t. Deductions
would be drawn fro m the markings or combinations of markings present on a cover, and only
thereafter would some of the fine point s, such as postal treat ies and convent ions , rates and routes,
be considered, rather than the other way aro und, There are very good reasons to believe that the
usual inductive method of studying this subject, even in the hands of competent students,
contributes to the frustration many otherwise interested collec tors experience, Th is subject should
not be the arc ane provi nce of lega lists and statisticians , All flumm ery and foren sic virtuos ity
should be co nfounded !

THE U.S. REGISTER AND LIST OF POST OFFICES OF 1794.
Lists of post offices and routes fro m the Fede ra l era pr ior to 1800 are not eas ily located ,

The co untry was in its firs t stages of development and the Gener al Post Office (it didn 't
becom e a full-fl ed ged dep artment with the Postm aster Ge nera l a ca bine t o ffice r until 1829 ) in
1790 had abo ut ten peopl e handling the pap erwork for some 78 post offices ,

Probab ly the two best refe rences abo ut this period are Rich ' s History ofthe United States

( 6:)
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Post Office to tlte Year 1829 and American Stat e Papers; The Post Office , published in 1834 .
Both are avai lable as repr ints from literature dealers; the for mer repri nt being by Quarterman
and the latter by Wie renga .

Rich ' s wo rk has no tables of post offices at all but American Stat e Papers doe s have two
pre-1800 post office lists including revenue , expenses and route contracts , one being for the
first quarter of the fiscal year start ing on Oc tober 5 , 1789 , and the other for the entire fiscal
year endi ng October 5, 1971.

Th e nex t avai lable list of post offices that I' ve seen is in the President ' s roll of
gove rnm en t em ployees , se nt by Thomas Jefferson to the Congress in 1802, but which has a
supplementa ry list of post off ices establi shed in 180 I add ed to the main list whic h apparently
was as of October 1800 ,

Recent ly , while do ing some research at the Ohio Historical Society , I was shown a copy
of The Am erican Calendar, or United Sta tes Register , pub lished in England in 1794 . Th is
includ ed a chapter on the post office estab lishme nt of the U.S " with rates of postage and a
summary o f laws and reg ulations .

Most import ant to the postal histori an , it included a list of post off ices with mileages by
which letters were to be rated , Th e list is divided into the "Main line fro m Wi scasset to
Sunbury ," ( in the District of Maine and Georgia, respective ly) , and the cro ss posts .

Since the who le thing is compact , it seems appropriate to offer it in the stampless sec tion
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of the Chronicle, as the booklet pro bab ly wi ll be in the rare boo k de partment (as it is at the
Oh io Historical Society) , and nol read ily avai lable in the few librar ies that have a copy.

Whi le the firs t of the reg ularly issued U.S. Registers or "blue books" was produced in
1816 , under an Act of Congress requiring that (after the first issue) the regis ters were to be
issued every other (odd) year, sporadic lists of governme nt employees, such as in 1802 ,
appeared . Ju st what was avai lable between 1802 and 1816 is something that I'd very much

like to know ! Richard B. Graham
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