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time friend of mine and has said I may use his name as an introduction
reference.

Many thanks for your time taken to answer this request. I do not know
the present whereabouts of this stamp and my only interest is to establish
any available facts about it. If you prefer, your answer will be kept con-
fidential.
Sincerely yours,
Creighton C. Hart
ce: Mr. Ezra Cole

On November 18th, he answered and I'm pleased to quote his letter here.

Dear Mr. Hart:

Sorry not to have answered yours of the 8th sooner, but I have been a bit
tied up. Now about the “Knapp Shift” on the 10c ’47. I knew Mr. Knapp
well as he was a frequent visitor—and customer—at our Madison Stamp Co.
at 566 Madison Ave. N.Y.C. And well do I remember selling this stamp (for
about $100.00 as I recall) to him. If my recollection serves me correctly it
was in an old stuck down collection which I bought over the counter. Have
no idea who the original owner was—and probably never knew. I had not
noticed the big shift at the time of purchase but in soaking and drying the
stamps it hit me in the eye so I put it to one side to save for some one
who would appreciate a striking variety such as this. The next time Mr.
Knapp came in I showed it to him, he was intrigued, and purchased it.
And that’s about all I remember about it. Have often wondered (since it
appeared to be a plate rather than a printing variety) how it could
happen that with all the 10c ’47s in existence no other has ever shown
up. Do you have a theory?

Please give Ez Cole my regards when you are in touch. My acquain-
tance with him goes back to around 1930 when he was with Spen
Anderson.

Sincerely,

Paul Albertis

Theodore Behr has two small volumes of photographs of letters ex-
changed between Knapp, Ashbrook and Perry concerning the cause and au-
thenticity of the Knapp Shift. These letters cover a period of about a year and a
half, between November 1935 and May 1937. I've been privileged to read them
but they are much too long to repeat here. Some of them are thoughtful and
conciliatory, others are harsh and acrimonious. They are all interesting because
of the subject, but the arguments are not, in my opinion, conclusive on either
side.

At that time Ashbrook was editing the Stamp Specialist column in the
American Philatelist, the official publication of the American Philatelic Society.
If any member wishes to explore further this already well publicized subject, he
may read Ashbrook’s articles and the two volumes of letters belonging to Mr.
Behr, of New York City.

NEXT ISSUE: “New York City Postal markings on 1847 Covers.”

GIVE YOUR SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SHARE YOUR EXPERTISE WITH YOUR SEC-
TION EDITOR. THE INFORMATION THE CHRONICLE CONTAINS FOR YOUR INFOR-
MATION IS, REALLY, BASED ON A VARIATION OF THE “GOLDEN RULE.”
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