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REPRINT
BONUS

110 YEARS AGO
Edi tor 's note: Our 1869 section in th is issue announces the discovery of an important

research source that bears directly on classic U. S. stamps and postal history. The first 12 vol
umes of Holbrook 's Un ited States Mail an d Post Office Assista nt have been located, complete and
inta ct. The newly-discovered ru n comprises every issue of this monthly newspaper, from its
inception in October 1860 th rough Septem ber 1872. Man y of the issues contained in this run
had up unt il now been thought not to exist.

T o celebrate thi s happy event, we are repri nt ing an art icle that appeared in the September
1864 issue-110 years ago. It is one of th e earliest known write-ups, published in the U. S., deal 
ing with what was then rega rded as a "weak and puerile mania"-philately. The illustrations are
taken from a combined album and catalogue published by J. W. Scott Co. about 1870. The reprint
follows:

nMBROMANIE
Do not be alarmed , reader, at the high-sounding word we have chosen

as a heading to this article; for in these days when a common conjurer must
call himself a "prestidigator," and a traveling circus must denominate itself a
"hippotheatron" in order to att ract attention, certainly the writer of an article
on the rage for postage stamp collecting will be pardoned for using the French
term, and calling it timbromanie. Comparatively few persons in this country,
probably even those engaged in this enticing pursuit, are aware to what an ex
tent the mania for the acquisition of postage stamps is carried on abroad, especi
ally in England and on the continent; and in the hope of enlightening these, as
well as presenting a few facts that may be interesting to the general reader,
we produce this article.

As literary representatives of stamp collecting, there have already appeared
in Europe, twenty-three different publications, as follows : of descriptive cata
logues of stamps, seven have been published in England, three in France, one
in Belgium, and one in Holl and. Of stamp albums and other kindred works,
three in England, two in France, and one in Belgium, Of stamp magazines,
three in England, one in Belgium, and one in Saxony. Of the catalogues and
albums there is hardly one which has not reached a second or third edition; and
the catalogues of Mount Brown, the first published and now acknowledged as
"the standard," have even reached a fifth. Of the periodicals, the Stamp Collec
tors Magaz ine, commenced in February, 1863, published at Bath by Stafford,
Smith & Smith (who, by the way, are the largest stamp dealers in the world,
and style themselves "Foreign Stamp Sellers to H.R.H. the Prince of Orange")
is the oldest and most important. Le Timbre Poste of Brussels, and Magazin fur
Briefmarken-Sammler of Leipzig, are of interest only to continental collectors.

From the fact alone of so many publications of this character having made
their appearance, and from the support they have received, may be derived
some idea of the extent and prevalence of timbromanie in Europe. The number
of different stamps in existence at present is some 2500; ranging in value from
the common ones at a penny each, to the rare specimen lately advertised for
sale in the London Times for the sum of twenty guineas. When it is borne in
mind that twenty En~lish guineas amount to considerably more than two hun
dre d dollars of our 'greenba cks," this last item may perhaps be appreciated .
Collections are often advert ised and sold at prices varying from £5 to £150,
according to the number and condition of the stamps. Says the editor of the
Magazine: "Should such an Utopian consummation as a complete collection of
postage stamps be ever attained, it would be cheap at two hundred guineas."

The maxim that wherever there is a demand there will be a supply, is
~erified in the case of stamp collecting. Stamps that before the mania commenced
It was almost impossible to obtain are now to be had almost for the asking.

134 The Chronicle / Augu st 1974 / Vol. 26, No.3



WORK !!

W'HILATELY

A VALUABLE
(HE iMERICAN ~OURNAL OF

IS A 16 PAGE MAGAZINE
}lEVOTED EXCLUSIVF.LY TO THE ]NTERESTS OF pTA.MP j:OLLECTORS,

ILLUSTRATED with an average ofEIGHT ENGRA
VINGS every Month, each printed in the correct

color of the Stamp it represents.
And ill acknowledged b)" ~1l to be the .m?st beautiful :\fnga7.inc ';\'cr pr inted in Europe or

Amcnca. See opimons of the Press concermng it.

".,

A SCARCE UN CANCElLED STAMP IS GIVEN AWAY WITH EVERY
NUMBER EP.CH MONTH.

ItJs published on the 20th of every month, at $1.00 per Year
in advance. Single G opies, 10 cents.

Bead, and lldnJ; orer the folloJPi1/f1 qucslions:-
Do you know the Nationality of every Stamp? The .'.1.merican Journal of Pltilatel!J

aivea a Table, with which the youngest collector can find out to which country a stamp
lielongs in a few minutes.

Do you know that there are many stamps that you can (,ll8ily get that are worth $'2.00
or fa.OO each? By reading The .'.1.merican Journal of Pltilatelg. you will learn the value
of every stamp. :

Do you want to buy Stamps nt the very Lowest Prices? Dealers ulways advertise their
ltamps at their lowest prices in The American Journul of Pltilately. Stamps thnt are
marked at B.j cents the Bet, in .'the different' price Iists, are advertised in the Journal at
~ cents the Bet,

Do yon wish to get a Sample of all the New Stamps as they come out? By subscribing
The .American Journal of PMlatelg. you have a different one glven you Ewery month.
Do yon want to know Uenuine from Counterfeit,Stump", and everything connected with

Stamp Collecting! If SO. subscribe at once to The ~--lmerl~allJournat oj' Phi/aId,)',
you will get full description of Counterfeits, and the Editor will give )·ou any informatiou
you desire concerning Postage Stamps.

Do YQU wish to be a Dealer? If so, read The ,;{merlcan Journal oj Plll/atel}'
and learn how dealers do business.--_...---

PUBLISHED BY

J. W. S{10r;;tllf ~ CO.,
84 LIBERTY STREET,

N· Y. CITY

Advertisement for e stemp meg..lne (c. 1870), complete with giv_weys end color printing.

In fact, there is hardly a stamp in use at the present time in any part of the
globe, that cannot be easily procured from the large dealers at a slight advance
from its face value. The rare stamps are only those of old issues , "essays" and
"proofs," whose value is proportionate to their rarity or good condition. For
these, enormous prices are frequently paid. At the beginning of the mania, any
stamps were eagerly sought, though having been used. But at present the "im
maculates," or those which have never been cancelled, are chiefly desired. As
an illustration of how great a business the traffic in stamps has become, we may
mention the fact of our having counted in a recent issue of the Stamp Magazine
the advertisements of no less than one hundred and thirty different firms and
individuals having stamps for sale ; most of thes e being in England. Also the
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CATALOGUE
Of' e ver-y Stamp IFsued.

The prices annexed are those at which the stamps con 1,(, bought of

J. W. SCOTT & CO.,

34 Liberty Street,

NEW YORKf

1
1
1
1
2
t
t

1•t
5

10

UNITED STATES.
18t5. OJllcial Local Slamp,.

:"cw. ~.cd·
.5 cents, Xew York. HeRd Black. GO
! 5 .. SI. Louis, arms, black

!to II II II II

!20 . '
! 5 .. Providence, name black
!to II II II II

~5 .. Braltlcboro' Inltlale bu1l'

1fl.17 . U. S. Po/lt OJIIM.
• j cents, Frnnklln, hrown. ...... 25 Ii

·10 .. \\'a.hlngton. black.. .. . I 00 sa
1851. Head In Oval.

1 cent, Frnnklln, blue.. .... ... • 2
3 cents, washtngton, red . ..... . a 2

. 5 .. J eft'"reon . brown .... .. 10 II
10 .. \\'aohlnglon. J:l'cen. ... 8 II

0lt .. hlack.... 10 II
·2t .. lilac.... . 15 10
.30 .. Franklin . orange ... . :. 25 15
.00 II Waeblugton, blue \.... . 75

1861. CameN stamp«:
I cent, Franklin. blne onplnk.. ..
1:: lIor~.cmnD, block.. . •. ••• 2 ft,
1 red .
1" Engle, blue ~ 10 10

1861. U.S. and value In corners,

1 cent, Franklin. blue . .... ..... 2 1
.:(' Wnshington, red .. 3 1
~ .. J el!'o·roon. brown 6 2
10 .. Wa >hlnglon, :rrcen 12 2
12 .. hlaek 15 2
2t .. lilac.. • .. 30 ..
30 Frnnklln. oran!:e .. .... .. 35 ..
90 \\'a.hln~lon. hlue .. .. .. tl III 20

2 H\I ~l. Jacksou , black •• • . 3 1
15 I~OO. Lincoln. bluck . , . . 18 2
• Th ere arc three vnrlctlce or each of Ihe

SI. Louie stamp••

1 cent, hoft' •
2 cents, hrown...... •• a
3 .. blne........ .. .......... f,
6 .. blue·.. .. ...... ... .. .... . 8

10 .. yellow.. .. .. ..... ...... • 12

:: :: t:~~~:n ·~~d·bi~;;:. : ::::: : ~~
' 2' .. ,::rcen and pnrple.... .... 30
' 30 .. hlue anrl carm ine....... . S6
, 90 .. black and c. rmlne.... .. 1 00

1 .. lRiO. Frnnkllu, hlue... .. •
2 .. Jack.on. "rown... . 8
3 .. \\'a.hlnglon, green ..
6 Lincoln, rlod.. .. ... 8

10 .. J effer.on. light b'n 12
12 Cluy, dark purple .. 15
15 ,. II \Vch etcr, orange.. ; 18
2t Scott. purple .. .... 30
30 .. Hamilton. hluck ... 36
90 .. Perry, carmine.. .. . 100

XOTB.-Th. extra price chnraed for current
"tamps nrc our couunisslon fur buying and
forwardiDg same,

.lI'e"'lpape,. Stamp,.
rirvlarge "amp, "tad qf-

5 cents , Wa.hlng-Ion . blue . ... . 10
10 .. Fmuklin , /(rcen . •. •• •• ~

25 .. Lincoln, red...... . .. .. 50

The entire United States (except stamped envelopes) in an early catalogue. Note thet no distinction wa. m.de
between imperforate and perforate .tamps of the 1851-61 issue.

advertisements themselves of the large dealers; such as "10,000 foreign stamps
wanted, lowest price per thousand to be forwarded to- ;" "250,000 forei gn stamps
for sale ," etc. Thus it would seem th at-as certain learned and illustrious
English journals choose to call it-"the weakest and most puerile of manias," in
creases and flourishes , in Europe at least, to a remarkable degree.

In our own country the mania prevails to a considerable extent, though by
no means as much as in Europe. Two stamp catalogues only have as yet made
their appearance; that of Kline issued early in 1863, and that of Sever & Francis
issued a few months later. The Kline catalogue has , how ever, reached a record
edition. Against both of these it is affirmed, we fear with too much reason,
that they are unacknowled ged transcripts of the original English catalogues. A
postage stamp album has also been published by the Appletons. An attempt
was mad e at the beginning of the present year to establish a monthly stamp
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magazine at New York, bu t was reli nquished from want of support. The num
ber of stamp dealers is as yet quite small, probably not numbering more than
twenty at the most, situa ted in New York, Boston, Phil adelphia, Montreal and
Halifax. These generally import their stamps from the large English dealers,
and reta il them to private collectors . Vie may here remark th at as a na tu ral
consequence, stamps sell for higher prices here than abroad.

Thus even in America, where stamp collecting is yet in its infancy, it has
already attained some recogni tion, obtained some followers, and attracted some
notice and attention. Of its opponents, and of the argume nts that are shown
in its favor, we have nothing to say. It may be a "weak and puerile mania," and
again it may not . Everyone to his own opinion . Be the fact as it may , this
article is produced in the simple hope of its being interesting to all who have
any interes t in stamp collecting; bo th to the dignified opposer of timbromanie,
who, perchance, may sneer in derision as he reads of any one's appropriating
twenty guineas for a single postage stamp, and to the infatuated follower of
the alluring pursuit, who, doubtless, may envy in secre t the possessor of so
rare a specimen.

PUBISIIED DY .

JfI VI fI B[j~T~ ~ co, U
.:lindfor Sale 7Y7tolesate and :Retail, at :JI.. L iberty Street,

Or c:an be otitained oC all respectable Booksellers in the Unitt:d States and Canada, and
Stamp Dealers throughout the world .

PCOTT'S jr.MERICAN rOSTAGE fTAMP jtLB UM,

POPULARLY JQ;OW~ AS T HE

AD:i!OA~l LAXz!,l Jlll1,'6
Thill magnificent Album III now ready , and is lmmcasurably superi or to lUly album ever

beCore attempted.
It has apeclally designed spaces Cor every pos tage stamp eve r issued, of the same size as

the atamps, wi th a Cull description of each stamp in the place made to receive it. It is
brought up to th e present time, havln g spaces for the new Issu es oC Ser via, the United
States, &c., and Cor the s ta m ps of Ang ola, So uth Afr ican Republic, Antioq uia, &c., &e.

Ample space has been left for new iss ues, and blun k pages dlstrlhuted through the book ,
U is bound in the strongo st manner, by the most skilful work me n, with the best materials,

Printed on both sides, very heavy paper, cloth. gilt lettering- $2 50
Cloth, ~ilt, name on back and sides. CIIl~P, etc. , 5 00'
Half Morocco, gl l t , name on back and sides, gilt clasp, 6 00
Full Morocco , gilt edg-es, le tt er ing an d clasp , 8 00
HalC Morocco, marbled edg es , ex tr a strong clas p, every ot her

page blank, making it "perfectly permanent." 'Vnrranted
10 years. Price, only . . . . . . . . 10 00

*.e Post Free, 23c, each extra, tile ba lance or the postage being d crrnyed hy J . W . Scon " Co•
••• All except the fi~t, are printed on on e side of the paper only.

THE PHILATELIST'S A L B U M
FOR

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN POSTAGE AND RVEN UE STAMPS.
The publishers wish to call ; a rt icu lar nttentio n to th is work . It is si x times the size

gives te n tim es the lnformatlou, and 13 g ot up in bet ter style than au y album tha t has eve r
been published under $2 50.

It contains a complete enumeration of 0.11 the posta ire sta mp s with da tes of iss ue, &c., &c.,
also, gives a correct list of 0.11 Uu lte I States a nd Ca uadlan Reven ue Stamp s. It is th e only
album Cor Reven ue S tum ps t hat has eve r been pu bllshed . I t is prin ted on good paper, and
ruled to fit the stam ps con tainhur spnc« for nenrly 6.000.

Ilhistrated boards, $1 00. Cloth, gilt letter ing . &c., $1 50. P ost free 10 cent s each extr a.

Price lillo' Ilbumi publilhed by J . W. Scott Co . I bo ul 1870. Th..e illullr. t1onl have bien liken from " The
Philile lill', Album" lilled II t hl bo ttom. The term " philat ely" w.. fin' p rop osed Nov . 16, 1864, by M. Harpin.
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