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SUMMARY OF
DROP LmER AND CARRIER POSTAL RATES

New York City (1794-1885)
STEVEN M. ROTH, R.A. 1169

Elliott Perry has defined th e tenn "dr op letter" as follows: ". . . a letter
deposited in a post office for delivery in or from that post office to an addressee,
without being transmitt ed to ano ther pos t office for delivery:"! In the fore
going definition, the term deposited includes let ters that are placed or "dropped"
in the post office or which are collected from letter boxes and brought to th e
post office. " The tenn delivery includes letters that are handed to th e addressee
at the pos t office (i.e., over -the-counter ) and letters that are carrier -delivered
to a hom e or business from th e post office." Th e essential factor is that th e letter
is not transmitted from or to anothe r post office befor e it becomes available to
the addressee.

The rates charged for drop letters depended upon how such letters were
handled. If the letter passed through the post office (for over-the -counter
delivery or for hom e or business delivery from the post office ), then a drop
letter fee was due. If the lett er was carrier-delivered , too , a carrier fee was
also du e. If th e letter was handled only by the carrier dep artment (i.e., was
placed in a collection box for delivery to a home or business so that tech nically
it did not pass through the post office), then only a carrier fee was du e, and
no dro p letter charge was made."

Possible Combinations
A. Deposited in Post OHice:

I . Delivery to add ressee over-the -cou nter at the post of fice (d rop letter wi th no carrier
in volved) .

2. Delivery to a no ther post office (normal post al ra tes ap plicab le to out-of- to wn trans
mi ssion) .

3. Delive ry to addressee a t horn e or bu sin ess (d r op let ter with deli very by carrier from
post office or collectio n box to ad d ressee) .

B. Deposited in Collection Box:
I . Delivery to addressee at home or business (not a drop lett er ; handled onl y by th e

carrier department . which de livered th e let ter from the collccti on box to th e ad
dressee) . No d rop let ter fee .

2. Del ivery to post office for t ransm ission to an ou r-o f- town d cst in ation (va riolls
transient ra tes at d ifferen t times: not a drop letter} .

3. Deli very to post office fo r over- the-cou n te r p ick -lip by addressee (d ro p letter: no
carrier inv olved after receipt a t post offic e) .

C. Received at Post Office for Local Delivery ("From the Mails '1:
I. Deli very to local ad dressee by carrier (no t a d rop lett er ) . Carrier fee colle cted in

addition to norm al post age.
2. P ick-up b y addressee over-the-cou nter at th e post office. No t a d rop letter.

For a discus sion of th e ways in which a letter cou ld be handled wh en it
arriv ed at a post office having city delivery service in th e pre-1840 per iod , see
C. Hahn, "Le tter Carrier Service in New York," T he Ch ronicle 83:182-184.

Rates
The rates charged in New York City For the various combinations shown

above are;

N PR
l c

NPR
NPR
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T ype of
Delivery

A I
A2
A3
BI
B2
B3
CI
C2
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Date of Law
or R ate

Source : Act o f
5-8 -1794 (Effect ive

6-1-1794)
( I Sta t . 359)

Amount Prepaid
to or Collect ed
by Post Offi ce

Ra te in Effect :
No rm al Postal R at es

(N P R) or l c DTOp
R a te

Ic
NP R

Ic

Carri er
Fer

T otal Charge
lor Service



The same rates wer e continued in th e Acts of March 2, 1799; April 10, 1810;
March 3, 1825; and Mar ch 2, 1827. The 1843 PL&R indicat es th at these rates
were ge nerally continued in effect as of 1843 except th at , pursuant to Sect ion
249, carr iers for the United States Ci ty D ispat ch Post in New York City were
authorized to collect 3c on each letter deposited in any part of th e city and
de livered in another. From February 1, 1815, to March 31, 1816, the "War of
1812" ra tes applied, increasing all post al ra tes (inclu di ng th e drop letter ra te)
by 50 percent. This surcha rge did not apply to carrier fees , wh ich were not
conside red to be postal rat es, per se. Since car rier fees were ge nerally paid in
cash to th e carrier , th e carrier rat e was not necessarily shown on th e cover .

The Act of Jul y 2, 1836 (5 Stat. 89), authorized th e Postm aster General
to set the carrier fee for delivery and collection at a figure not exceedi ng 2c.

T ype of
Deliva )'

A l
A2
A3
BI
BI

B2
B3
C I
CI

C2

A l
A2
A3
BI
B2
B3
C I
C2

Amount Prepaid
Date of La w to or Collect ed Carr ier T ot al Cha rge

or Rate by Post Office Fee for Service

Source: Act of
3-1-1845 (Effective

7-1-1845) N I' R or 2c Drop Rate 2c
(5 Stat. 733)

2e 2e
NPR N PR

2<: 2e 4c
2e 2e

Febru ary. 1849 in Ic Ie
New Yor k City

NPR Ic NP R + lc
2e 2e

NP R 2e NP R+2e
February . 1849 in

New York Cit y Ie oNPR+ le
N PR NPR

Source: Act of
3-3-1851 (Effective

7-1. 1851)
(9 Sta t. 587) N PR or Ie Dro p Ra te Ic

Ie Ie
N PR :\,PR

Ie Ie 2e
Ie Ie

NPR - • NPR
Ie Ie 2c

NPR 2e NPR+2e
NPR NPR

· No cha rge in New York Ci ty for collection and de livery to post offi ce " for th e mails."

Drop letter ra te (Lc) continu ed in th e Act of 1855 (10 Stat . 641).

A l
A2
A3
BI
B2
B3
CI
C2

Source : Act of
4-3-1860 (Effective

4-3-1860)
(12 Stat. II ) N I' R or Ic Drop Rate

Ie
NPR

N PR
Ie

N PR
NP R

Ic

Ic
Ic
Ie
Ie
Ie

Ie
NPR
Ic··

Ie
NPR+ lc

2c
N PR+l c

N I' R

• • Act prohib it ed drop lett er charge on all letters delivered in New York City hy carrier (on ly
car rier fee charged ).

Source : Act of
6-15-1860 (Effective

7-1-1860)

This Act se t the carr ier fee at Ic, and removed all discreti on of the Post
master Gener al to cha nge or adjus t fees (as was permitted under the old laws,
which se t the fees as "not excee d ing 2c or Lc," as th e case may be)."
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Sou rce : Act . of
3-11 -1863 (Effective

7-1-1863)
(12 Stat. 704)

Under this Act, carrier fees were aboli shed. The drop letter rate was in
creased from lc to 2c, whe ther or not the post office provided carrier service;
lc went into the carrier budget (not to the carrier ) of the Post Office Depart
ment. Carriers were placed on an annua l salary. During thi s period , letter car
riers were employed in only about 50 post offices of approximately 20,000 in
existence.7

Source : Act of
3-3- 1865 (13 Stat. 507) :

See below regarding
d rop letter ra tes.

Drop letter rates [ro m an d after 7-1-1865:
1865-1885: (Ci ties with Free Deli very = Carrier Post Office)

At Carrier P ost Office = 2c·
Per 1h ounce.

At Non-Carrier Post Office = Ic
1885 (7-1-1885) (23 Sta t. 387) :

Including free deli very a t Carrier Post Office
Per I ounce.

At Non-Carrier Post Office = Ic
-Included ex tra Ic charge in cit ies having free city deli very .

Footnotel
1 E. Perry and A. Hall , " One H undred Years Ago ," (APS, 1942) , p . 34.
21bid., p. 35.
3 See a lso M. Blake and W . Davis, Boston Posta l M ark in gs to 1890 , Chart on p . 116 with

respe ct to fees for "drop letters deli vered by a carrier ."
4 E. Perry , Pat Paragra phs , pp . 1701-2, says : "'City ' (i.e., ' loca l') le tters. which were handled

on ly by th e ca rrier de partment , were de livered at th e Ic rate, but if depos ited in the re gular
mail drop a t th e post office, or if the y were ad dressed to a box a t the post office, th ey becam e
"drop lett ers " and wer e sub jec t to an additiona l ch arge of Ic which was th e d rop letter rate
for twel ve years begi nnin g July I , 1851." See a lso M . Fortgang, "Carrier Ma rk in gs." T he
Chro nicle 31:7-8.

1\ It would appear that th e first collection boxes in Ne w York City were es ta b lished by
letter carrie rs in 1833. See B. Bat es, B rief Stat em ent of the Exertions of the Frien ds of Che ap
Postage in t he City of N ew Yo rk (1848) , quot ed in C. Hah n , "Lett er Carrier Service in Ne w
Yor k ," Th e Chronicle 82:121.

6 Stanley B. Ash brook, Th e United States One Cen t Stamp of 1851-1857, Vol. II , p . 144.
7 M. Lane, T he H arry F. A llen Collect ion of Black Jacks (A.P.S. 1968) , p . 19.

MASSACHUSEns TOWNS
Mr. Henry Stevens , Box 417, Alton, N. H. 03809, has abstracted the list

of Massachusetts towns contained in the 1851 Tabl e of Post Offices in the United
States and has printed the result on six 8xl 0 pages. He offers to send a copy to
any interested Route Agent gra tis on receipt of a stamped self-addresse d en
velop e.

POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States. we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. BOlton, Mall. 02108
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