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Apart from the break in the service caused by the war, the Hamburg
American Line carried the mails to Plymouth, Cherbonrg and Hamburg through­
out these six years-by contracts to the end of 1873 and then under the new
arrangement which allowed the United States Post Office Department to decide
which vessels should carry out the mails on each of the allotted sailing days.

The figures given in the Annual Report of the United States Postmaster
General and those in the Sailing List are set out below

Sailing PMG
List Reports

Fiscal Year to 30 June 1870 241 62
do 1871 28 29
do 1872 50 50
do 1873 52 52
do 1874 51 51
do 1875 50 50
do 1876 262 39

I. Only 51 trips [rom New York to Hamburg have been noted in this Fiscal year but,
allowing for three unlisted voyages in January. the Sailing List agrees with the USM <If POA.

2. 46 trips from New York to Hamburg have been noted in this Fiscal Year so. presumably.
IIlails were not carried on all of them.

The Sailing List has been compiled by Clifford L. Friend, with the addition
of reports from the contemporary London press. (Also see G. E. Hargest, History
of Letter Post Communication, etc., pp. 154 and 159.)

THE HAMBURG AMERICAN LINE-MAIL PACKETS FROM NEW YORK
4 JANUARY 1870 TO 23 DECEMBER 1875-via PLYMOUTH

and CHERBOURG to HAMBURG
CLIFFORD L. FRIEND AND WALTER HUBBARD

Abbreviations: NY New York: Ha Havre: P Plymouth: H Hamburg: F/V or L/V first or
last voyage [or the Hamburg American Line : pn planned dale of departure: Tu Tuesday
• supplementary mail service available.

4 JANUARY TO 19 JULY 1870-on Tuesdays to Plymouth, Cherbourg and Hamburg
1870
PD H Ha ARR NY PACKET PD NY ARR P NOTES
15 Dec 19 30 Dec HAMMONIA II 4 Jan· 14 Jan (0330) no Plymouth mails
22 do 25 5 Jan SILESIA II Jan 20 Jan (2315) do

o SAILI IG 18 Jan
5 Jan 9 21 do HOLSATIA 25 Jan· 4 Feb (0015) see note I

12 do 15 30 Dec ALLEMANNIA I Feb· 15 Feb (1530)
19 do 23 4 Feb CIMBRIA 8 Feb· 19 Feb (2045) sailed Id late f. Y
26 do 29 12 do ''''ESTPHALIA 15 Feb· 26 Feb (0630)

2 Feb 5 16 do HAMMO IA II 22 Feb 6 Mar (1200)

NO SAILING I Mar
16 do 20 2 Mar HOLSATIA 8 Mar· 18 Mar (0600)
23 do 27 8 do SILESIA 15 Mar· 25 Mar (0600) sailed Id late f. H
2 Mar 5 15 do CIMBRIA 22 Mar· I Apr (0730)
9 do 12 26 do SAXONIA 29 Mar· II Apr (0630)

16 do 19 30 do HAMMONIA II 5 Apr· 15 Apr (1700) sailed 1d late f. H
23 do 26 6 Apr ALLEMANNIA 12 Apr· 24 Apr (0100) do
30 do 2 Apr 12 do HOLSATIA 19 Apr· 29 Apr (0930)

6 Apr 9 19 do SILESIA 26 Apr 6 May (0700)

13 do 16 26 do CIMBRIA 3 May· 13 May (0500)
20 do 23 6 May SAXONIA 10 May· 22 May (0100)
27 do 30 II do HAMMO IA II 17 May· 26 May (2330)
4 May 7 20 do ALLEMAN IA 24 May· 4 Jun (1300)

II do 14 25 do HOLSATIA 31 May· 10 Jun (1130)

18 do 21 31 do SILESIA 7 Jun· 17 Jun (0700)
25 do 28 8 Jun WESTPHALIA 14 Jun· 24 Jun (0800)

I Jun 4 14 do CIMBRIA 21 Jun· I Jul (1900)
8 do II 22 do HAMMONIA II 28 Jun· 8 Jul (1630) end FY 1870; note 2

I. The carriage of the British mails to Plvmouth was resumed.
2. The Line's last call at Cherbourg untii 4 July 1871.
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1870
PD H Ha
15 do 18
22 do 25
29 do 2 Jul

ARRNY
29 do
5 Jul

12 do

PACKET
ALLEMANNIA
HOLSATIA
SILESIA

PD NY
5 Jul­

12 Jul­
19 Jul-

ARK P
16 Jul (1200)
22 Jul (1200)
Leith 29 JUI

NOTES
see note 3
see note 4
see note 5

15 NOVEMBER 1870 TO 24 JANUARY 1871-on Tuesdays to Hamburg_

1870
PD H Ha
27 Oct

3 Nov
9 do

27 do

7 Dec

1871

22 do

ARRNY
8 Noy

14 do
23 do

9 Dec

20 do

5 Jan

PACKET
THURINGIA
CIMBRIA
WESTPHALIA

NOSAILI G
SILESIA

NO SAILING
THURINGIA

NO SAILING
CIMBRIA

NO SAILING
NO SAILING

PD NY
15 Nov
22 Nov
29 Nov

6 Dec
13 Dec
20 Dec
27 Dec

3 Jan
10 Jan
17 Jan
24 Jan

ARK
H 28 Nov
H 5 Dec
H 13 Dec

H 26 Dec

(;J 9 Jan

H 23 Jan

NOTES

sailed 2d late f. H

sailed Id late f. NY

31 JANUARY TO 27 JUNE 1871-on Tuesdays to Plymouth and Hamburg

1871
PD H Ha
15 Jan

29 do

ARR NY PACKET
28 Jan HOLSATIA

NO SAILING
10 Feb THURINGIA

NO SAILING
NO SAILING

PD NY
31 Jan-

7 Feb
14 Feb
21 Feb
28 Feb

ARK P NOTES
13 Feb (0245) sailed 2d late f. NY

25 Feb (0230)

11 do

15 do
22 do
29 do I Apr

5 Apr

16 Feb

24 do
I Mar

12 do
19 do
26 da

3 May

10 do

17 do
24 da
31 do
7 Jun

19

27
4

10

I Mar

10 do
18 da

22 do

27 do
5 Apr
9 do

16 do

26 do
2 May
7 do

18 do

21 do

29 da
5 Jun

13 do
19 do

CIMBRIA

WESTPHALIA
HOLSATIA

THURINGIA

SILESIA
ALLEMA NIA
CIMBRIA

WESTPHALIA

HOLSATIA
THURINGIA
SILESIA
GERMANIA II

CIMBRIA

WESTPHALIA
HOLSATIA
THURINGIA
SILESIA

28 Mar-

4 Apr­
II Apr­
18 Apr-

25 Apr-

2 May­
9 May­

16 May­
23 May-

30 May-

6 Jun­
13 Jun­
20 Jun­
27 Jun-

17 Mar (1015)

24 Mar (1650)
I Apr

7 Apr (2200)

14 Apr (0400)
22 Apr (2050)
28 Apr

5 May (1800)

13 May (0600)
19 May (1015)
26 May (1230)

3 Jun (1900)

9 Jun (1730)

16 Jun (0730)
23 Jun (1900)
30 Jun (1400)
7 Jul (0430)

westbound called at
P

do at Falmouth
do at Southampton;
sailed Id late f. NY

see note 6
westbound called
at Southhampton

with Hamburg
mails only

sailed Id late f. H

FIV-sailed Id late
f. H

sailed Id late f. H
westbound called
at Leith; end FY

1871

3. The Franco-Prussian war was imminent and ALLEMANNTA landed the Cherbourg and
Plymouth mails. The rate far Direct Steamer to Hamburg or Bremen was reduced from 10 cents
to 7 cents (per 1/2 OZ) on I July 1870.

4. HOLSATIA landed the Plymouth, Cherbaurg and Hambur~ mails. She sailed from
Plymouth 21 August for the Clyde where she arrived 22 August "for repairs" and did not
return to Hamburg (Cuxhaven) until 9 January 187!.

5. SILESIA landed all her mails, includin~ those originally intended for HERMANN of
the North German LIoyd Line, at Leith-"fram ew York via the Pentland Firth." She sailed
from Leith on 29 September for Hamburg where she arrived I October 1870.

6. From 12 April Supplementary Mail had to be double prepaid.
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4 JULY TO 26 DECEMBER 1871-on Tuesdays to Plymouth, Cherbourg and Hamburg
1871

PD H Ha ARRNY PACKET PD NY ARR P NOTES
14 Jun 27 Jun GERMANIA II 4 Jul· 15 Jul (1600) sailed Id late f. H
21 do 2 Jul CIMBRIA II Jul· 21 Jul (0700)
28 do 14 do VANDALIA 18 Jul· 31 Jul (1215) FIV on this route
5 Jul 18 do HAMMO IA II 25 Jul· 5 Aug (0200)

12 do 23 do WESTPHALIA 1 Aug· II Aug (1030)
19 do 22 2 Aug HOLSATIA 8 Aug· 18 Aug (2115)
26 do 29 8 do THURINGIA 15 Aug· 25 Aug (0510)

2 Aug 5 10 do ALLEMANNIA 22 Aug· 2 Sep (1800)
9 do 10 21 do SILESIA 29 Aug· 8 Sep (0245)

16 do 19 30 do HAMMONIA II 5 Sep· 16 Sep (0800)
23 do 26 5 Sep 'WESTPHALIA 12 Sep 22 Sep (2345)
30 do 2 Sep 13 do HOLSATIA 19 Sep· 30 Sep (2330)

6 Sep 9 19 do THURINGIA 26 Sep· 6 Oct westbound called
at P

13 do 15 25 do CIMBRIA 3 Oct· 14 Oct (0020) see note 7
20 do 24 3 Oct SILESIA 10 Oct 20 Oct (0800)
27 do 30 10 do HAMMONIA II 17 Oct· 27 Oct (0900)

4 Oct 16 do WESTPHALIA 24 Oct· 5 Nov (1215) sailed Id late f. y
II do 24 do HOLSATIA 31 Oct· 10 Nov (2300)

18 do 21 I Nov THURINGIA 7 Nov· 17 Nov
25 do 28 8 do CIMBRIA 14 Nov· 26 Nov (0330)

I Nov 14 do SILESIA 21 Nov· 2 Dec (2000)
28 Oct II do ALLEMANNIA 28 Nov· II Dec (2015) see note 8

15 Nov 18 29 do WESTPHALIA 5 Dec· 16 Dec (0015)
22 do 25 6 Dec HOLSATIA 12 Dec· 22 Dec
29 do 3 Dec 14 do THURINGIA 19 Dec· 29 Dec (0700)

NO SAILING 26 Dec

7. The rate for Direct Steamer to Hamburg or Bremen was reduced from 7 cents to 6 cents
(per Y2 oz) on I October 1871.

8. ALLEMANNIA developed trouble with her crankshaft and landed all her mails at Ply­
mouth.

(To be continued)
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LATIONS books. ori¢nal copies before
1843. al<;o any 1855-1873. Theron Wierenga,
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--- .._-'
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velopes by her with U. S. or Confederate
stamps. Also wanted covers franken by
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Kans. 66208.

COLLECTOR needs U.S. official seals,
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mor, Don Mills, Onto Canada.
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