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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor

We are pleased to present as guest columnist Mr. Douglas N. Clark of Lexington, Ga. In
addition to being a foremost expert on the street car R.P.O. markings of the United States,
Mr. Clark is a student of the railway markings of northern Georgia, ship and steamboat
markings, and the markings of the Massachusetts Islands. I am sure you will find his
discussion of Georgia Railroad manuscript markings of considerable interest.

GEORGIA RAILROAD MANUSCRIPT MARKINGS
DOUGLAS N. CLARK

During construction of the Georgia Railroad, which began at Augusta in 1835 and ended
in Atlanta ten years later, mail contracts existed, at different times, between Augusta and
Greensborough, Madison, Social Circle, and Covington. One might expect the manuscript
markings of this railroad to date from these early times, on these parts of the main line, or to
come from the branches to Athens and Warrenton (Figure 1) which also had early mail
contracts. But of the four known manuscript markings on this railroad, all date from after
completion of the road, and each came about in a way that is somehow unexpected.

Augusta & Oothcaloga R.R. The Western & Atlantic Railroad, which eventually
provided the first rail link between Atlanta and Chattanooga (Figure 1), was chartered in
1836, with construction beginning in March 1838. The road was completed from Atlanta to
Marietta on September 1, 1845, with operation beginning upon completion of the Georgia
Railroad on September 15 .
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Figure 1. Map of the Georgia Railroad and Western & Atlantic Railroad, ca. 1846.

For some years the main lines of the Georgia Railroad from Augusta to Atlanta, and the
Western & Atlantic Railroad, from Atlanta north, as far as completed, were operated
cooperatively with one through train, changing equipment in Atlanta. The earliest listing of a
mail contract on the Western & Atlantic Railroad is in the Postmaster General's Report for
1846, I which lists the route as Atlanta to Oothcaloga (now Calhoun). Augusta to Atlanta is

I. PMG Report. 1846, p. 701.
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also listed. Nevertheless, the markings known during the period of the Atlanta to Oothcaloga
contract show Augusta and Oothcaloga as the terminals (Figures 2 and 3). It is almost certain
that the actual agents changed at Atlanta, since the trip from Augusta to Atlanta took ten hours
and the trip from Atlanta to Oothcaloga, another seven and one half.

Figure 2. "Aug. & Ooth. R.R. Ga." manuscript marking, USTMC 355-1-1, on November 12, 1846,
wrapper sent west from Crawfordville via Georgia Railroad. Free frank of Congressman Alexan­
der H. Stephens.

The cover illustrated in Figure 2 is the earliest known cover from either the Georgia or
the Western & Atlantic Railroad. The regular Georgia Railroad advertisements in the
Augusta newspapers2 show passenger service to Oothcaloga first available on April 24,
1846; it may have been several weeks before the mail contract went into effect, or a route
agent was assigned.

Figure 3. "Ooth. & Aug. R.R." manuscript marking on August 11, 1847, folded letter sent west
from Augusta via Georgia Railroad. 5C rate of 1845, the single rate for under 300 miles.

In the summer of 1847, the Western & Atlantic Railroad was completed to Dalton and a
corresponding mail contract was signed. A letter from Charles F.M. Garnett, Chief Engineer
of the railroad, to the Acting Assistant Postmaster General, dated July 20, 1847, is

2. Georgia Constitutionalist. April 22, 24, 1846.
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mentioned in J. H. Johnston's book. 3 According to Johnston, the letter states that on
Thursday, July 22, trains would run through to Dalton and "we shall carry mail through on
and after that date." The cover in Figure 3 shows that the route agents waited at least three
weeks (evidently waiting for their instructions from the Acting Assistant Postmaster General)
before showing the new terminus in their postal markings! The Postmaster General's Report
for 1847 lists the Atlanta to Dalton contract as in effect as of November II, 1847.

Augusta & Atlanta R. R. After the cover in Figure 3, no covers are known on this route
until mid to late 1848. By this time, separate handstamps had been issued to the Georgia
Railroad (USTMC types 355-A-I to 4) and the Western & Atlantic Railroad (USTMC
357-A-I) agents, the latter still under the Atlanta to Dalton contract.

During the period from 1849 until the start of the war in 1861 , handstamps of 355-A type
on the Augusta to Atlanta route are some of the more common U .S. route agent markings. In
all, at least four different devices were used. It is therefore somewhat surprising that the other
two Georgia Railroad manuscript markings date from this period.

Figure 4. "A. & A. R.R." manuscript marking USTMC 355·J·1, on October 24,1850, wrapper sent
west from Crawfordville via Georgia Railroad.

The first of these, shown in Figure 4, reads simply" A & A RR," and' 'Free" , owing to
Congressman Stephens's frank. In a recent auction of Stephens material, this cover seems to
have caused some confusion, the listing reading more like a description of the cover in Figure
2. In 1850, of course, an Augusta & Oothcaloga marking is out of the question, the Western
& Atlantic Railroad having been completed to Chattanooga on May 9 of that year.

Of course use of a manuscript marking after introduction of handstamps is far from
unheard of in postal history; the loss or misplacement of a postmarking device being more or
less common. For a railroad route agent, the possibility of leaving home the device adds
another possible reason for intermittent use of manuscript markings.

The fourth manuscript marking, in Figure 5, is on another Stephens cover. The
marking, this time, reads simply "Geo. R.R." The enclosure that Stephens sent to his
brother Linton in this cover mentions that the letter is being written in the evening and will be
sent down to the train that night. Perhaps the agents on the night train received so few letters
that they became careless about bringing their handstamps along.

Stephens's letter also proposes an experiment, whereby this letter was to be sent west via
Madison, instead of east via Camak and Warrenton, the usual route. The results of the
"experiment," communicated in brother Linton's answer, indicate that a letter sent the same
day via the Crawfordville Post Office arrived first.

3. Western and Atlantic Railroad of the State of Georgia, p. 38.
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Figure 5. "Geo. R.R." manuscript marking on November 23, 1853, cover sent west from Crawford­
ville via Georgia Railroad.

Conclusion. How many more manuscript markings exist from the Georgia Railroad? It
would certainly be interesting to see markings from the "part way" mail contracts before
1846, pre-war examples from the Athens and Warrenton branches, and other joint mail
contracts with the Western & Atlantic Railroad, before its completion.
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A CORRECTION FOR THE RECORD
In Chronicle 117, Feb. 1983, under title of "The 1851 9XI Wilmington & Raleigh R.R.

Cover" columnist Calvet Hahn makes certain statements which may create an erroneous
impression upon postal history students not familiar with previous studies of railway
postmarks. We quote from his observations, "I had used the actual cover for comparison
originally when I drew this conclusion. For the three Towle/Remele styles I used photos of
unquestioned covers rather than the Remele drawings."

This careless language may create implications that are not true. The illustrations in
United States Railroad Postmarks, 1837 to 1861, by C. W. Remele, published by the U. S.
1851-60 Unit No. 11, are printed from tracings made on transparent material by an accurate
method, from actual recorded "unquestioned" covers in all cases, except possibly seven
markings added after Mr. Remele passed away. In no sense are they drawings. I possess in
my files the actual tracings and records of the covers from which these tracings were made.
These covers all belonged to experienced marking collectors of the time. Since then I have
acquired many of the covers used, or have had an opportunity to check the tracings against
many of the actual examples. All collectors of railway markings of the period may use the
Remele catalog with confidence in the tracing illustrations as accurate examples, subject
naturally to the differences that may occur from the manner in which the strike was applied by
the hammer.
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