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JOSEPH A. STEINMETZ AND THE BLUE PAPER SCANDAL OF 1911
STANLEY M. BIERMAN, M.D., F.A.C.P.

Joseph Allison Steinmet z ca me into
national prominence , if not phil atelic noto­
riety , fo r his ro le in 191 I in the Travers­
Post Office Department sca ndal involving
the unl awfu l di stribution by the Act ing
Third Assistant Postmaster Genera l of U .S.
bluish experimental paper issues of 1909
through th e we l l-k nown Philade lp hia
stamp collector-dealer. Stein metz should
be bett er remembered by posterity for his
pioneering work in av iation and national air
defense , a distin gui shed career as a me­
chanical e ng ineer, and by phi late ly , in
great measure , for his remarkable showing
at the 1913 New York Internation al Phil­
atelic Exh ibit ion . Described as " . . . a br il­
liantl y organized philateli c achi evem ent ,"!
the Steinmet z Exhibit whi ch was entitled ,
in part , "Talismans of the Arab ian Night s
of Stampdorn ," incl uded critical Govern ­
ment correspondences regarding the ma nu­
facture of U .S . postage stamps dur ing the
185 1-60 period , preserv ed in large measure for scho lars through his own particular inter­
vention . Steinmetz also possessed a major U.S ., Essay-Proof, Foreign and Aerophilatelic
co llection, and played a key financ ial ro le in the acquisi tion of the pan e of the 1918 invert ed
flying Jenn y .

Joseph A. Steinmet z was born in Phil adelphia on March 22 , 1870 , to John and Francis
Morri s Stei nmetz. His parent s were both descended from illustrious Coloni al forebears. 2 Th e
youthful Stei nme tz early on evide nced mechan ical eng inee ring talents , and following his
public school ed ucati on at Phi ladelphia Central High , entered into a business partn ership
with a co usi n to form the Jann ey-Steinmetz Co. , manu facturers of stainless stee l co ntainers .
Steinmet z returned to co llege to obta in an advanced degree in metallurgy and was a stude nt at
Lehigh Univers ity in 1900 whe re he honed his eng inee ring skills . He also showed a keen
interest durin g thi s tim e in the newly deve loping sc ience of aeronautics . W ith Or ville and
Wilbur Wright 's successful powered fligh t on December 17, 1903 , at Kitty Hawk , North
Carolina , Stei nmet z came to recognize the critical ro le that airp lanes wo uld play in tran s­
portation and commerce . Unde r the guida nce of Professor Samu el Pierp ont Langley from a
local co llege, Steinmetz undert ook the manufacture and design of airplane eng ines; he was
later to establish and become director of a schoo l of aircraft design in Philadelphia .:' Langley
was best known for his association with the Smithsoni an Institution where he was Secret ary ,
and for his pioneering studies in pow ered flight ." Steinmetz was marri ed in 1903 to Norma
Francis Field , daughter of a Co lora do Sprin gs judge . Two chi ldren , Joseph Jan ney Stei nmetz
and Fran cis Margaret Steinmetz , were born to the union .

With the outbreak of hostilities in Europe in 1914 Steinmetz embarked upon pioneering
aerial defense research in an effort to protect Euro pea n cities from the threat of Zeppel in

I. L.G . Quacke nbush . "The Steinmetz Exhibit," Phil . Gazelle 111 :389 (Dec . 1913).
2. Anon. , "Obituary : Joseph A. Steinmetz," Nell' York Thil l's. p. 23, col. 3 (July 12. 1928).
3. Anon.. "Jose ph A. Steinmetz," Who's Who / 928-29. p. 1972.
4. Dan Barber, personal communication, 1986.
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aerial attac ks. Zeppelins were being employe d for surve illance purposes and posed a military
threat to c ivilian populati on s . Steinmet z developed a spec ia l " hook bomb" whic h was
adapt ed by the Fre nch to repe l aerial attacks . Th e ex plos ive device was ca rried on the
undercarriage of the interce pting airpl ane . Th e bomb wa s attached by wires and hooks whi ch
were so arrange d as to ca tch on the cove rings of the dirigibles and mak e them ex plode .5 Later
Steinmetz dev ised a sc heme wherein a bank of high inten sit y light s wa s employed to lure
hostil e planes to sites where anti-aircraft installations could down the night-fl ying attack
planes. Wh en the United States entered the war in 1917 , Steinmetz wa s too old for ac tive
military se rvice but was commiss ioned as a Co lone l in the fled gling U. S . Army Air Force,
and appo inted a member of the Nation al Research Co unci l. He tou red France and Eng land to
study the ir wa rtime ca pabi litie s in airp lane manu facture . He selected a major shipyard s ite in
Philade lph ia ' s Hog Island and helped in the land reclam at ion . He designed and took ou t
patent s for devices used in antisub marine wa rfare and was a me mber of the Subma rine
Defen se organization es tablished in New York to provide coasta l defen se against marauding
German U-boats . Prior to the ar mis tice Steinmetz recei ved the co mmiss ion of Major in the
ordinance reser ve . and years later was e leva ted to the rank of Lieutenant Col onel.

A stamp collector from early childhood, Steinmetz became an avid enthus ias t with his
rising financi al star in the peri od preceeding the First World War. Man y of his philatelic
treasures ca me through the Phil adelphia Stamp Auction run by Percival Parri sh who started
his sa les in Februa ry 1904. Parri sh had been the manager of the Ph iladelph ia branch of Scott
Stamp and Co in Co .n and throu gh his firm passed grea t sa les of O .S . Hart , Harr y Tripper .
Henry Chapma n as we ll as the legendary mint bloc k of six of the ten ce nt )847 issue .
Steinmet z became Secret ary of the Phil adelphia Stamp Co . in 19087 provid ing the firm with
import ant financial und erpinnings. Undo ubted ly Ste inme tz also purch ased at auction sales
held by the Boston firm s of Fra nk P. Brown and B.L. Drew. and from the New York firm s of
J .M . Bartel s , Scott Sta mp and Co in Co., and J .e. Morgenthau.

Steinm et z ' s invol vem ent with Arthur M . Tra ver s in the 1909 U.S . blui sh paper scandal
presents a fascinat ing story of philateli c intri gue. Sometime in 1908 Jo seph E. Ralph ,
Director of the Bureau of Engrav ing and Printing . recei ved reports that d ifficult y was being
encountered in pro per ce ntering of the newly produ ced postal issues whic h ca used co n­
siderable waste o f dep artmen tal stamp stoc k. x Th e pap er employe d in sta mp produ cti on
requ ired moisten ing pr ior to intaglio plate printing . result ing in irregul ar and unpred ictable
shrinkage of the panes of stamps . and as a co nseque nce the perforat ing machine cut into many
of the stamp design s . To min imi ze shr inkage and thereb y improve the ce ntering of stamps, it
was suggested that 30 percent rag be add ed to the pap er pulp. Th e rag adulteration of the pulp
result ed in a particular blui sh hue , if not gray ish tint , bein g imparted to the paper stoc k. A
contrary view to thi s " paper shrinkage theory" suggested that the rag stock was add ed to
prevent curling of the panes and to minimize premature tearing of weak perforations. To test
the qu alit y o f the new ex perime ntal paper a trial print ing of low denomination 1908 issue s
was recommended .

Ralph wro te to A .L. Law she , Third Ass istant Postmaster General , on Februa ry 9 . 1909 .
informing him that 1,4 80 .000 ex amples of the IIt (Scott 357) and 1.494 .000 examples of the
2¢ (Scott 358) Franklin-Washington issues had been printed on ex perime ntal blui sh paper . as
we ll as 637,000 co pies of the 21t Lincoln perforated co mme mo rative issue : they were sent to
Washington post offices for sa le as ordinary sta mps . Lawshe unfortunately was frequ entl y

5. Anon. . " Death of Co l. Jos. A. Steinmetz." Mckeel 's w cckl» Stamp NCII's 42 (# 1960 ). 456 (Ju ly 30 ,
1928).

6. G. Van Den Berg, " Philate lic Notes." Sl l/ IIIP S 29:103 (Oc t. 21. 1939 ).
7. Anon .. " Phi lade lphia Stamp Co .. .. u .II ' .S.N . 22 (#89 1l. 38 (Jan. 25. 1908).
8 . G. Turner. cd .. Sloan e'» CUIII III II (Series on bluish paper) , pp. 29 1-295, Bureau Issues Associa tion,

1961.
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absent fro m work because of health reasons, and much of the dec ision makin g of the
Departm ent was le ft to his Chi ef Assistant Arthur M . Travers.

Travers was born in Port Hu ron , Michi gan , in May 1870 and ca me to Wa shington in
Febru ary 190 I where he was assig ned work as Co nfide ntia l C lerk to Edwi n Madd en , Third
Assistant Postm aster Gen eral. 9 Descr ibed as a man of enga ging personalit y and highl y
regard ed as an effic ient officer , Travers was started at a base sa lary of $ 1,600 yea rly . Within
a year he was promoted to Chief Clerk at $2,000 per yea r and a $3 per diem perk . By January
1909 Travers had advance d to Ac ting Third Assistant Postmaster General and Congress
voted him an additiona l $ 1,000 yea rly co mpensa tion. In his newl y appo inted pol icy-making
position Travers sugges ted to Ralph that additiona l blui sh paper printings be made of the 3¢
throu gh 15¢ den om inat ion s (Scott 359-366) on the remainders of the blui sh experimental
paper be fore the stoc k supply was ex hausted . 10 The 50¢ and $ 1 values we re omitted because
Ralph pointed out that these plat es went to press only occas iona lly . The decision for the
spec ial printing was made with the und erstand ing that the supply was not for publi c
distribution, but rather for production of perfect specimen sheets that would be deli vered to
the Post Office for their files ; the remaining panes were destin ed for destruction .

In the time span of February 5 to April 6 , 1909, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
produ ced 40 sheets each of 100 stamps of the 3¢ ,5¢, S¢, IO¢, 13¢ and 15¢ denominations; in
addition 40 sheets for the 4¢ and 52 shee ts of the 6¢ denomination were prepared on the blui sh
paper . II Four complete sets were chosen to be set aside with one pane of 100 stamps of each
denomination on blu ish paper sent to the following: ( I) Curator of the Postal Mu seum where a
block of four was put on displ ay in the old Post Office Buildin g , and the rem aining 96 issues
sequestered; (2) official files of the Stamp Division ; (3 ) Thi rd Assistant Postm aster General ;
(4) an additional set for surp lus . Fo r purposes of ident ification most , but not all, of the sheets
were marked in the margin with an " X" penned in biack ink . 12 Desp ite the avowed intent that
the 3¢ through 15¢ issues be destroyed , due to an erro r at the Bureau of Engrav ing and
Printing examples of these blui sh paper issues wo rked them selv es into ph ilatelic channels .
Copi es of the 3¢ and 10¢ issues were disco vered in New York and acquired by E.B. Pow er of
Stanl ey Gibbons; the 5¢ appea red in Rockford , Illinois , the 6¢ in Chicago and elsewhere , the
13¢ in Saginaw, Mich igan , and the 15¢ in Bu ffalo , New York , and Cleve land , Ohi o .u
Exampl es of the 4¢ and S¢ bluish paper issues we re not discovered . 14

When it was learn ed that the blu ish paper stamps . though limited in numbers , were
being distribut ed , anxio us co llectors besieged the ir local post offi ces for examp les. An­
nouncements appea red in the ph ilatelic press advert ising sale of sets of the blu ish paper
varieties , albe it to the exclusion of the 4¢ and 8¢ issues . 15 Most co llec tors were thus left with
" inco mplete" sets . It may be infe rred that this parti cul ar fact prompted Joseph A. Steinmetz
to hatch a plot to capture for phil ateli c posterit y the " missing" den om inations .

Steinmet z was a famili ar face on the philatelic scene and had strong Washin gton ties
becau se of his burgeoning business interests . Likewise Travers was well known to the
philateli c co mmunity and in short orde r Ste inmetz inve igled the Ac ting Third Assistant
Postm aster General to provide him with the missing 4¢ and S¢ blui sh paper issues . So as to
grease the skids, a $ 1.500 brib e was offered Tr avers . A co nspira cy was hatched where in

9. C. Severn . "Editoria l." M .WS.N. 25 (# 1055).92 (Ma r. 18. 191 1).
10 . Anon .. " U.S . Experi menta l Paper Variet ies and the P.O. Departm ental Tro uble ." Phil . Journ.

Allier . 22:9 1-93 (Aug . 1911 ).
I I. C. Severn . "U .S . on Bluish Paper, " M .WS.N. 25 (# 1056). 109 (Mar. 25. 1911).
12. P. H. Ward . 'T he U.S . 1909 Bluish Papers ," M .WS .N. 51 (#2433). 366-367 (June 14. 1937).
13. Anon. , "N ote s on U.S . Experimental Paper Varieties ," Phil . Journ . Amer. 21:244-245 (Nov.

1910).
14. Anon.. " U.S . Experi menta l Papers ," Phil. Journ . Amer. 22:6-7 (Aug . 1911).
15 . C. H. Mekee l, "S pec ial Sale of U.S . Sta mps on Exper imental Paper," Iadvertiseme nt] Phil. Journ.

Allier. 12:301 (Dec . 1910 ).
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Travers ag ree d to meet Stei nmetz at a set time and place at a Wash ington post office where the
missin g 4~ and 8¢ blui sh paper panes along with an add itiona l set of 3~ ,S¢,6¢ , IO¢, 13¢ and
I S¢ issue s wit h a face va lue of $64 were exc ha nge d. Traver s ar ranged to substitute the
pilfered government stock with reg ular U.S . 1908 printin gs with hopes that the sw itch wo uld
not be noti ced. 16

With the tran sfer of blui sh paper panes Ste inme tz is believed to have so ld block s of four
through the Phil adelphia Stamp Co . to se lect Phil adelphia co llec tors including Henry
Gib son . Block s of fou r o f the 4¢ and 8¢ issues we nt for $ 140 to $200 , while sing les were
offe red at a mee ting of the Phil adelphia Stamp Club for $40. It is interesting to note that that
Percy McG raw Mann of the Ph iladelph ia Stamp Co . wrote in the Ja nuary 13, 1911 , issue of
his officia l stamp orga n Philadelph ia Stamp Ne il'S that 16 copi es of the 4¢ and a block of four
were "discovered" in a small town out west ( !) which was an ob vious misrepresen tation.
Mean wh ile the Janu ary 21 and Fe bruary 14 , 191 1, issues of Mekeel' s Weekly Stamp News
carr ied advertise me nts by the Phil adelphia Stamp Co . offering the 4¢ and 8¢ blui sh paper
issues to interested ph ilateli sts ; afte r the Februa ry announce me nt and with eve nts of March
1911 abo ut to unfold the adve rtise me nts ceased to appea r.

From per sonal paper s of the Steinmetz-Traver s scandal o nce owned by Herman Herst ,
Jr. , and now no longer ava ilable for review , 17 it is co ntended that Phili p H. Ward , Jr. , was
offered examples of the missing 4¢ and 8¢ issues by Ste inmetz but demurred , trying instead
to acquire from the post office examples for his ow n cli ent s at face va lue . When Wa rd learned
that the rare denomination s had never been distribut ed he noti fied postal authorities of the
highl y unu sual circums tances of thi s sur reptitious offering and dem anded an invest igati on.
Suspi c ion was imm edi ately direct ed to ward Third Ass istant Postm aster General Tr avers and
a chec k of his long distance telephon e ca lls discl osed man y Wa shington to Phil adelphia ca lls
to and fro m Steinmetz . 18

On March 6, 1911, Travers was arrested and charged by Post Office investigators with
violating postal law s whi ch pro vided that no office r of the Post Office Department could sell
any postage stamps for more or less than their face valu e; bail was se t at $5,000. 19 Travers
was dismi ssed from his positi on by Postm aster Gen eral Frank H. Hitchcock following his
confess ion to postal inspector s that he had been gui lty o f di shonest pract ices of disposing
valuable materia l left to his care . Th e acc usa tions we re wide ly qu oted in the phil atelic press
of the day , "Mr. Tr avers ' s offense co ns isted of ca using ce rta in stamps to be ma nipulated so as
to create a fic titious mark et va lue . In his official ca pac ity he ca used to be delivered to himself
certai n rare stamps of great va lue and falsified the records of his office by ce rtify ing that a
portion of these sta mps were legall y destroyed afte r co nde mnation. Instead of having them
destro yed , however , he withheld them and subs tituted stamps in curre nt use to an amount
equal to those co nde mned, di spo sin g of the obsol ete issues at a ver y large profit. Whil e the
philateli c va lue of the stamps so di sposed exceeded $ 10 ,000, the government has suffered no
pecuniary loss becau se of Mr. Travers 's manipulat ion in substituting sta mps of curre nt issue
to the face va lue of those he so ld to dealers ."

On Apri l 3, [911 , indic tme nts we re returned by the Grand Jury of the Dist rict of
Columbia agai nst Traver s for alleged embezzleme nt , and a second indic tme nt aga inst both
Travers and Ste inme tz o n charges of co nspiring to perform illega l ac ts . Evidence was

16. H. Herst. personal com munica tion. 1984-85.
17. We rne r Elias , Librari an of the Co llec tors Club of New York, states that these reco rds have been

misplaced and , while probably hidden in some archiva l recess, arc not currently available for documentary
purpose s .

18 . H. Herst. personal communication.
19. Mill er , "Arthur M. T ravers . P.O . Depart ment Clerk Dismissed from Serv ices and Arrested for

Manipulat ion of Stamps ." Philadelph ia Stamp Ne ll'S I:4 18-4 19 (May 17. 1911 ); C. Seve rn. "Travers is
Indicted, " M .W.S.N. 25 (# 1059), 131 (Apr. 15 , 1911 ), and "T he Trave rs Case, " id. , 132.
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presented including docu mented long distance telephone call charges between the two parties
which suggested collusion. Government records were produced which revealed alterations
suggesting ostensibly that the stamps in question had been destroyed . The postal investiga­
tion which occupied a year's time noted a cumulative aggregate sale of $ 1,600 worth of
bluish paper issues having a current face value of about $30.00. Following the imbroglio and
philatelic scandal, C. H. Mekeel of SI. Louis advertised sale of incomplete sets of bluish
paper issues, "without taint; they did not come from Philadelphia or in an irregular way from
Washington. ,,20

After a year and a half of legal maneuvering , Travers withdrew his plea of not guilty,
and on October 29, 1912, entered a plea of nolo contendere to charges of embezzlement and
conspiracy." Justice Gould of the Washington criminal courts imposed a fine of $ 1,500
(Travers's "co mmission" from Steinmetz) which was paid by Travers with fresh $ 100 bills.22

Charges against Steinmetz were dropped perhaps in deference to his stature in the business
community, but undoubtedly through the intervention of Boise Penrose, an influential
Pennsylvania pol itician. With a quiet nod from President William Howard Taft, it is believed
that Attorney Genera l George W. Wickersham let the matter of Steinmetz's indictment drop.
For his part in uncovering the bluish paper scandal, it is believed that Philip H. Ward , Jr. was
given choice blocks of four of the 4¢ and 8¢ bluish paper issues for his services.v'

Chastened but not bowed by his near calamitous brush with the law, Steinmetz sought to
remove the stain on his otherwise unblemished reputation and redeem himself with the
philatelic community by his showing at the 1913 International Philatelic Exhibition held in
New York. Advanced description of his exhibit was calculated to pique the viewers' curiosity
and to arouse expectation of an event that would be decidedly picturesque and certa inly
original. The 56-page exhibition booklet entitled "Steinmetz Miscellany" had the euphonious
title of "A n Hundred Or So Graphic Pages Selected at Random from A Wonderland
Collection . Little Messengers from the Isles of the Seven Seas from the Or ient and the
Occident and from the Polar Lands of Snow. Not Just Mere Dead, Drybone Stamps But
Charming Little Talismans of the Arabian Nights of Stampdom. Living, Vibrant , Happy
Children of the Fairy Kingdom of our Enchanting Hobby." Quite aside from the burdensome
and mellifluous title , the Steinmetz collection was a triumph of imaginative insights. L.G.
Quackenbush best caught the poetic essence of the display and described it as follows, " It is a
succession of stories told in postage stamp hieroglyphics. Mr. Steinmetz treats stamps not as
so many bits of paper , differing from one another in various mechanical attributes of form,
color and design but as symbolic things, intimately identified with the warp and woof of
human events . He sees beyond the bare husk; he deals with the underlying spirit of stamp
issuance, with the romance and poesy of postage stamp legend . And we doubt if any other
man in the world has put together a stamp collection rivalling this in real human interest ,
intelligibility and fascination to the non-collector. ,, 2-1

Included in the display were examples of local posts from Philadelphia, Boston , New
York, and Baltimore; following was an impressive display of 1847-1861 U.S. General Issues
on original covers including trial colors and proofs of 1847 issues and a 90¢ plus 24¢ U.S .
1861 issue on cove r from New York to Shanghai, plus many examples of the Franklin-Eagle
Carrier issues. Of major philatelic significance was a 14-page section presented in chron­
ologic order of correspondence between A.N. Zevely. Third Assistant Postmaster General.

20 . Mekeel, op . cit.
2 1. C. Severn . "Travers Changes Pica."' M.WS.N. 26 (# 114 1),359 (Nov. 9 . 19 12).
22 . C. Seve rn, "The Travers Case."' M.W S.N. 26 (# 1141). 360 (Nov. 9 . 1912) .
23 . H. Herst. " U.S. Bluish Papers." Western Stamp Coli. (Dec . 20. 1949). p, 8: Herst. Nassau Street,

1960 . pp, 276-77: C. Brazer. "T he Travers Manuscr ipt Letters. " Essay Proof Journal 5: 144-145 (July
1948 ).

24. L. Quackenbush. op , cit.
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and Messrs . Toppan , Carpenter , Casi lear & Co . of Philadelphia . The correspondence
covered the period of June II , 1851 , to Augus t 4 , 1860 , and dealt with issues of produ ction ,
design , co lor, number s , and di stribution of U .S . stamp issues from this peri od . There is little
quest ion that thi s histori call y import ant co rres po nde nce came to Ste inmetz throu gh the
Traver s co nnec tion . Writing in the Jul y 1948 issue of Essay Proof Journal ,25 Clarence
Brazer reprinted personal lett er s from Travers regarding the preservation of origin al stamp
contracts for the manufacture of postage sta mps, sorting of department al correspond ence ,
file s and record book s present in the archives of the Post O ffice Division . Travers is believed
to have made three co pies of these valuable Post Office co rres po nde nces, covering the period
1847 to 1873 . In prep aring a de fen se for his 191 I tria l Travers wro te several state ments
covering his post office dut ies , co pies of whic h were sent to Steinmetz for his lawyer' s
docket. Subse que ntly the Tra ver s co rres ponde nces passed from the Stei nme tz es tate thro ugh
Eugene Klein and we re purch ased by Herman Herst , Jr. After loaning the mat eri al to Brazer ,
Herst don ated the manu scripts to the Co llec tors Club of New York . Included in the Klein lot
acquired by Herst were 100 se ts of C4-6 first day co vers, which the deal er soaked off to sell as
used stamps given the fact that there was no demand at that time for FDCs .

Th e remarkable Steinmetz Exhibit at the 1913 Intern ational Philatelic Exhibition also
included ex amples of Patent Coupon issues , di spl ays o f 1869 essays and proofs of Pictori al
Issues, encased U .S . postage stamps, postal currency, fancy ca nce llations, president ial
franks, a sec tion show ing ma nufac tured (fraudulent) 190 I Pan -American inverts , a sec tio n
on Con feder ate States postal histor y , fine sections on British Co lonia ls highli ghted by Sidney
Views , world stamps and end ing with polar ex hibi tion issues .

Steinmet z was invol ved in an epic -ma king philatel ic event relatin g to the discovery on
May 14 , 191 8 , of the pane of inve rted flyin g Jennies by W .T. Robey at a W ashin gton post
office. Fo llowing Robey ' s unsuccessful negotiation throu gh Eustace B. Power for thi s
"Twentieth Century tra sh, " and John J . Klemann ' s low-ball offering , a telephone call to
Percy McGraw Mann of Phil adelphia was made and with Eugene Klein' s co ncurrence, the
$ 15 ,000 sale pric e was finall y ag reed upon . Joseph Steinmet z wa s the third of the Philadel­
phia triumvirate, and no doubt provided much of the fina nce for the purch ase . With the
subse que nt prop orti onal pro fits deri ved from the sa le of the pan e to Co l. Edward Green for
$20, 000 , Steinme tz acquired a hor izont al pair of the C3a issues for $45026 though yea rs later
he was to brea k the pair and use the proceed s to purchase a piano!

Ste inmetz ' s first love was aerophi late ly and in 192 3 he provided much of the financial
underp innin gs necessary to es tablish the America n Air Ma il Society whic h was organized by
George M . Ange rs of Springfield, Mass . , and Harry Truby of New Ken sington , Pa Y In May
1925 Steinmetz showed his sterling co llec tion of aerophilate ly at the International Philatelic
Exhibition held at the Louvre in Pari s. Acclaimed the finest co llection assembled to that time ,
it inc luded 50 fam ou s pione er co ver s and was described in detail in the philatelic periodicals
of the day .2HHe also sho wed his U.S . and Foreig n co llec tions that had been exhibited in
191 3. On Jun e 3, 1925 , the Steinmet z co llec tion was ex hibited at the Co llec to rs Club of New
York to an apprec iative aud ience .29 Included in the show was a Th omas Biddl e cover franked
with an U.S. 1861 90¢ plu s 15¢ and two 3¢ issues whic h evoked an as tonished repl y from
Charles Phillips who clai med that he had never see n a 90¢ o n cover! Of some interest was the
fac t that Ste inmetz was able to sec ure origina l album pages fro m the grea t co llec tio ns of J .K.
Tiffan y , the Earl of Craw ford, and 25 other fam ou s co llec tio ns to show how grea t philateli sts
of the past arrange d and wro te up their co llec tio ns.

25 . C. Brazcr . up . cit.
26 . P. Ward . "Sa le o f Ste inme tz Col lect ion.' M .W.S.N . 43 (# 19( 6). 236 (A pr. 8. 1919 ).

27. Dan Barbe r . personal communication. 1986 .
28. Anon.. " Exhibit of Air Mail Cover s." M .W.S.N . 39 (# 1789). 209 (Apr. 20. )915).
29. C. Phi llips . " Display by Maj . J . A. Stcinmct z,' · ,H.W.S.N. 39 (# 1799) .333 (June 29 . 1925).
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Steinmetz was also very much involved during this time with his far-flun g business
enterpri ses which included , in part , his Globar Corp oration , Chairmanship of the American
Society of Mech anic al Engineers , Nation al Aeronautical Association , various military
orders along with his philatelic duties with the Aero Philatelic Soci ety of Americ a and Royal
Philatelic Soc iety of Great Britain , and philanthropic effo rts for the American Red Cross and
other organi zations. Whil e at work on an iron and stee l factory scheduled for his Janney,
Steinmetz and Co. , he fell ill and after a six month period expired of an und isclosed illness on
July II , 1928 , at his home, 736 Westview St. in Germantown, Penn. He was 58.30

The Steinm etz Coll ection was sold by Euge ne Klein of Phi ladelphia at seve n sales
(E .K .#s 54-56,60-62 ,65 ) held between March 2 1, 1929 , and Mar ch 25, 1931.
Highlight s of the first sale of Steinmetz's United States included a IO¢ grey-lilac St. Loui s
Postmaster @$2 15 , a magnificent 5¢ New York Postma ster tied to cover with a blue "5" in
double circle and considered uniqu e @$325 , a mint 1857 I¢ Type II cracked plate @ $ 106,
an 1861 90¢ plus 24¢ on cove r from New York to Shanghai @ $280, a set of 1869 invert
cardboard proofs @ $ 150, a used and defective 15¢ Pictori al invert @ $550 , a large number
of Pictorials on original co ver. Of obvious intere st was a perfectl y centered block of four of
the 4¢ bluish paper 1909 issue which sold for $450 ( I 1/2times Scott value) and an off-center
8¢ bluish paper block of four sold for its then Scott catalogue price of $300. The high point of
the day was a slightly off-ce ntered C3a which went for $60 above its catalogue price of
$1,000. The total for the first Steinmetz sale was $ 13,2 19.31

The second sale was held on April 17, 1929 , and consisted primarily of U.S . Officials ,
Carriers , Locals, Confederates and U.S. Possessions. There were 188 choice lots of Officials,
with most of the lots being acquired by either Philip Ward , Jr. , George Sloane or the newly
arising architect-stamp dealer , Clarence Brazer ; the latter acquired most of the "SPECIMEN"
issues. There were 173 lots of Local s and Carriers, a good showing of western and Express
covers . The high point was a 5¢ Hawaii an Missionary, originally cut from cove r, and then
replaced , which was knocked down at $ 1,200. The total sales of this auction were $ 14,3 25 .32

The third Steinmetz sale was held on May 15, 1929 , consisting of the finest aero­
philateli c collection then asse mbled . Most of the 9 1 pioneer cove rs were acquired con­
temporarily by Steinmetz , and man y as spec ial requests from pioneer aeronauts . In addition
there were 157 lots of official Government flights . A September 23 , 1911 , first day flight of
the Garden City Estates , con stituting the first actual flight carry ing mail in the United States,
went for $42 .25, while an outstanding mint example of the Newfoundl and 3¢ 1919 Hawker
sold for twice Scott value for $ 1,0 I0 while a similar exa mple used on cove r went for $570 .
Total sales for the Steinmetz Air Mail collection were $ 11,779.33

The fourth throu gh sixth sales were held on May 2 1, Octob er 15 , and December 17 ,
1930 , and con sisted of Steinmetz' s Foreign Countries which were strong in Brit ish Guiana ,
Mauritiu s , and Swit zerland including , in the latter , an exa mple of a 10¢ yellow green Double
Geneva tied to cover. The seve nth and final sale was of Steinmetz's Bisects and Combination
Covers and was most notable for a diagonal half of a 12¢ 1851-56 U.S . issue from San
Francisco to Cincinnati which sold for a modest $3 1 and the left vertical two-third s of a 3¢
Pictor ial used from Summit , New Jersey, which was knocked down at $ 122.50 .

With this final sa le the philat elic curt ain was drawn on Joseph Alliso n Steinm etz. The
tawdry episode of his bluish paper involvement was never ment ioned in his obituaries" and
his place in philatelic channels was properly sung.

30. C. Brazer, "Jose ph Allison Steinmetz , 1870-1928," Essay Proof Journa l 6:226 (Oct. 1949).
31. P. Ward, "Sale of Steinmetz Collection," loc. cit .
32. P. Ward, "A nother Steinmetz Auction," M .W.S.N. 43 (#2000), 308 (May 6 , 1929).
33 . P. Ward, "Steinmetz Air Mail Sale," M .W.S.N. 43 (#2008) ,4 17 (July I , 1929).
34. Anon., "Major Steinmetz Dies," Collectors Club Philatelist 7:303 (Oct. 1928); "Obituary: Joseph

A. Steinmetz, " New York Times (July 12, 1928).
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