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GUEST PRIVILEGE

WHARTON SINKLER:

A PHILATELIC TINKERS TO EVERS TO CHANCE
STANLEY M. BIERMAN. M.D.

If anonymity be the chosen cloak that guards one from undesired inqui ry to insure
privacy , Wh arton Sinkl er took co ns ide rable ca re to shie ld his own involvem en t fro m public
view in gathering one of the fines t co llections of United States Ge neral Issues in block s of
four then ex tant. Little biographic material co nce rning this distin gu ished co llec tor ever
appeared in the phil atel ic periodi cals of the era eve n though he possessed a wo rld class
co llec tion. In a br ief period fro m 1924 to 1926 Sinkler qui etl y put together one of the wo rld's
finest spec ialize d collec tio ns of U.S. General Issues and, fo llow ing a mom ent of phil ateli c
indec isive ness, burst upon the philateli c sce ne with a wonde rful displ ay at the 1926
Intern ational Philatelic Exhibition held in Ne w York Cit y . W ith a rebirth in his interest in the
hobb y , he formed a second major U.S. co llection, and then quietl y sank into phil ateli c
obscurity. Except for periodi c displ ays of spec ialized porti ons of his co llec tion to the
phil ateli c elite at the Collectors Club of New York , he retained his quiet ano nymity until the
dispersal of his great collec tion at two epoc ha l sa les held by Euge ne Klein (# I 16 and 117) in
the 1940s . Thi s peculiar "ama lga ma ted" co llectio n which had bee n assembled , so ld off in
near entire ty, and then reassembled from var ious Phil adelphia ow ners, as viewe d in the pages
of Kle in ' s March 8, 1940 , and May 16, 1940 , auction ca talogs is an awesome stateme nt of
philatelic co mp leteness in its remarkable displ ay of U.S. General Issues in blocks of four.
Th e means whereby this remarkable philate lic co llect ion was formed ca n ge nerally be pieced
toge ther from knowledge of stamps in the possession of Philip H. Wa rd, Jr. , Henry C.
Gibson , Sr., and Ca pta in Edward H. Wood: a sort of ph ilatelic Ti nkers to Evers to Chance .

Sin kler co uld trace his ancestry to forebears who ca me to Amer ica from Scotl and in the
18th ce ntury . Jam es Sinkler, a Scottis h farmer, settled with his wife and four childre n in 1742
at Belvedere Plantation , St. John ' s Pari sh , some 60 miles from Charles ton, Sou th Carol ina ,
where the famil y raised co tto n and the Scott ish immigrant ' s enterprise prospered . Sinkler' s
ow n father, Whart on Sinkler , was born in Philadelphia on August 7, 1845 , the son of Charles
and Emily Wh arton Sin kler. Th ere was a family tie by Sinkler ' s wife to Joseph Wh arton
( 1826- 1909) who was one of the founders of Bethl ehem Stee l, and which patri arch helped
found in 1881 the Wh arton School of Finance and Commerce at the Univ ersity of Pennsyl­
vania with an initi al grant of $ 100 ,000 . With the outbreak of the Ci vil War, Wharton Sinkler
joined the Confederate Army where he saw serv ice as a Major in the 2nd Sou th Carolina
Ca valry. Following the cessation of hostilities he entered medi cal schoo l at the Uni versity of
Penn sylvania and following graduation in 1868 began spec ializi ng in the fie ld of neurology .
He became a pioneer in the study of epi lepsy, and co ntr ibuted many publications to the
scientific literature . He was marri ed in Februa ry 1872 to Ella Brock from which union five
sons and three daughters we re born , of whi ch Wharto n Sinkler, his namesake , was the
seve nth child.

Wh arton Sinkler, the su bjec t of this biograph y , was born on Jul y 2, 1885, at Jen kins­
town, Pa. , into thi s large , prosperous and dist ingui shed famil y . His ea rly educa tio n was at
Episcopa l Aca de my located in Merion , Pa . Gi ven the strong family ties with the Universi ty
of Pennsylva nia where his fathe r was a trustee , Sinkler entered the Unive rsity and graduated
with a bachelor of Arts degree in 1906 . Sinkler was a natural athlete and played for the All
Ame rica n football team in 1904 and also enjoyed track and rowi ng eve nts. Th ere is little
doubt that a youthful Wharton Sinkler met Hen ry C. Gibson whi le the two we re stude nts at
the Universi ty of Penn sylvania . Whether the two ce mented philatelic frie nds hips in co llege
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can only be sur mised , bu t both went on to ga the r wo rld fam ous co llec tions through the
friendly and persuas ive aus pice s of ano ther Ph iladelphi an , Ph ilip H . Ward , Jr . , who was the
city's leadi ng stam p dealer.

Wharton Sinkle r

Following gradua tio n Si nkler e ntered the fa mily business as an investm ent broker and
set about ma nag ing his not incon siderable portfolio of stocks and investm ent s along with coal
mining and banking interests as Director of Jen kin stown Na tiona l Bank. Sinkler was a
partner in Elkins Morris & Co . inves tme nt bank ers which merged with anoth er firm (Stokes)
in later yea rs. In 1910 he marri ed Lou ise Bro ma ll Elkins, a literate , g ifted and charming
Phil adelphian . Daught er of financier George W . Elkins who help ed found the Phil adelphia
Tr ansit A utho rity, Loui se was ea rly on taught by her fath er that atte ntion to civic dut y and the
commo n good was the inescapabl e res ponsibility of wealth and soc ial positi on . She was in
time to become one of the imp ort ant fig ures of Ph iladelphia phi lanthropy and an ac tive and
energetic pat ron of the arts . Three children we re born to the un ion : Wh arton Sinkler, Jr.
(19 14), W illiam (19 19), and Lou ise ( 1926) .1

With the outbreak o f Wo rld War I, the 32 year o ld Sinkler joi ned the armed services and
rece ived his off ice r's training at Fo rt Niagara, N .Y. Elevated to the rank of Ca ptain, he was
attached to the 3 l2th field ar tille ry and sent to Fra nce . While on active dut y, Sinkler was
struck with a near fatal case of viral influen za . He returned hom e afte r the war to res ume his
business career wit h the Elkins Morris Co . In add ition he se rved on the boards of tru stees of
several ins titutions including Jenkinstown Bank and Trust , Meadowbrook Schoo l, and
Huntington Va lley Cha pe l. He had far -flung interests including horticulture and raised prize

I. Lo uise E. Sinkler. Leaves Folded DOII'n. Rave rford House. 1971.
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orchids which we re show n at numero us horticultural shows.
Sinkler was a striking ly handsome man with angular features and a dapper mustache .

His dis tinguished visage belied a ge nuine puckish sense of humor. He was artic ulate in his
written words and was a war m and genero us individual. Despite his busy business career he
found time to invo lve himsel f with many chari table enterprises . Most of the Sinkle rs'
philanth rop ic activ ities were do ne in a qui et , anonymous fashion. He employed many
dow n-and-o ut workers during the painful and troublesome time of the Depression and was
known to have underwritten the costs of sending a young girl with polio to Warm Springs,
Geo rgia, to undergo treatmen t for the crippling affl iction. Sinkler was an enthusias tic
yachtsman and avid horseman ; a pa inting of him shows him as Mas ter of the Hounds at the
Huntin gton Valley Hunt . He also was a co llector of decorative arts and donated fine paint ings
by such art ists as John Singer Sargent, Benja min West , and Gi lbert Stuart to the Phil adelphia
Museum of Art . He had an ab iding interest in music , played the violin, and along with his
wife devoted much of his time to the Phi ladelphia Sy mphony Orc hestra .

Sinkler was firs t bitten by the philatelic bug in the early 1920s having begun his stamp
collecting career as a child . Phil ip H. Ward, Jr . , the Philade lphia stamp dealer , came to play a
major role in the formation of many world class co llec tions.? Ward's position as philatelic
advisor to the Philade lphia elite was we ll ensco nced by this time. Wa rd's philate lic
assoc iation with Hen ry Gibson has been previously chronicled .3 Wa rd was also to build the
"Mr. X" co llec tio n, so ld by him in the I938-39'era and later determined to be the pro perty of a
Philadelphia banker named George Ty ler who was married to Stella Elkins, Louise Sinkler's
sister. In May 1924 Ward so ld Sinkler his magn ificent co llection of U .S. Ge nera l Issues
which he had assemb led over a 25 yea r per iod . Co nsisting of mint speci mens of nearly all
ear ly Ge nera l Issues , and blocks of four of issues from 1890 to 1925 , the acq uisi tio n
established Sinkler as one of the nat ion' s leading phila telists. From that time forward, Sinkler
acquired most of the important phil atelic item s that came to market by auctio n or by private
treaty. Ward traveled to Lond on on behalf of his cl ient for the Nicholas Wa terhouse sale held
by Putt ick and Simpson on November 11 -14 , 1924 . Mos t of the "rara avis" of this sa le,
including the fines t known used block of eight of the 5¢ US 1847 issue (ex-William Aldrich,
$300) were acquired for Sinkler for $3 ,800. Further rarities were purchase d at the Carroll
Chase sale of 1851- 1857 issues held on May 23 ,1925, by Daniel Kelleher , and at the John
Bister sale of Oc tober 23 , 1925, held by J .c. Morgenthau. When the grea t Joe T . Lozier
collection was purchased by Sco tt Stamp and Co in Co . on Jul y 24, 1924 , Ward acquired
upwards of ha lf of the co llection at a reported price of $60,000 for Sinkler. Perhaps the most
notable item in the co llection was a pair of the 2¢ Pan American inverts in blocks of four, one
of which was to end in Sinkle r's co llection and the other to later appear in Col. Edward
Gree n's co llec tio n. Lozier himself had the pick of rarities from the Worthingto n collec tion;
these now found a new home in Sinkler's album. Sinkler owned a profusion of 1851 and 1861
issues in large blocks , and his 1869 Pictorial co llection was certai nly the finest extant fro m
the pick of large ex- Worthington blocks including a block of 32 of the I¢ and a block of 20 of
the 15¢; he also acq uired a block of four of the 1918 C3a.

In a two year spa n from 1924 to 1926 , the philatel ically possessed Sinkler spent
$200,000 under Wa rd tutelage . When a frie nd chastened Sinkler that he would not see a
quarter of his stam p inves tment at resa le, Sinkler, under the press ure of th is advice and his
own kee n busin ess sense , tu rned to Ward who mag nani mously took back the entire
collect ion. An advertisement was placed in the January 4 , 1926 , issue of Me kee l's Weekly

2. Philip H. Ward , Jr., "The Wharton Sink ler Co llec tion of United States Stamps," Mek eel' s Weekly
Stamp News. XXXIX, 565-66 (# 1820, Nov . 23, 1925) .

3. S .M . Bierman, " Henry C. Gibson , The Centennial Philatelist ," Chronicle 128:224-3 1 (Vol. 37,
No.4 , Nov. 1985).
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The

PHILIP H.

Ward's advertisment of the Sinkler collection, Mekeel's, January 4, 1926.

Stamp Neil's designating the co ntents of the co llec t ion which was appra ised at $24 1,530. 50
(see accompanyi ng reproducti on of Wa rd 's ad) and described as the mos t va luab le co llection
of U.S . Ge neral Issues ever offere d at pr ivate sa le . The adve rtiseme nt stated that each piece ,
inc ludin g the recently acquire d Waterh ouse block of e ight of the 5¢ U.S . 1847 was
individua lly priced , and wo uld rem ain in Ph iladelphi a until Feb ruary 15 .1 926. It is believed
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that nearl y the who le of the U.S . spec ialized co llec tio n was acquired through Wa rd by
anothe r well-hee led Phil adelph ian , Ca pt. Edward R . Wood , Jr. , a prominent banker and
enginee r in the c ity . Already mounted and annotated by Ward , the co llec tio n was entered by
Wood in the Oc tober 16-13, 1926 , Intern ation al Phil atelic Ex hibit ion held in New York Ci ty .
It may be assumed that S ink ier was much chag rine d when the Wood entry of 19th Ce ntury
U.S. Ge nera l Issues presented in four fram es wo n a go ld medal at the Exhibition agai nst
Sinkler's single fra me entry of remainders fro m his ow n collection wh ich won a silver.

Given second thought s to the somewhat precipi tate sale of his award-winning col ­
lection , Sinkler we nt on to rebu ild his U.S . General Co llection, purchasing portions of the
Gibson dispersa l in 1929 whic h was offe red by Ward for a figure in excess of $100,000 .
Included were blocks of four of the Ie,2¢ and 4¢ Pan American inverts. Th e remai nder of the
Wood co llec tio n va lued in excess of $250,000 and described in Wa rd's newsletter of
November 1930 , and advert ised in the October 30, 1930 , issue of Mekee l's Weekly Sta mp
News was repurchased in part by Sinkler. Additiona l entries into the growing co llection ca me
from dispersals at the Hind and Walcott auctions and by private placem ent s fro m the Se nator
Ernes t Ackerman collection. Sinkler did ex hibit his co llec tion of U.S. Department als and
Revenu es before an appreciat ive crowd at the Collectors Club of New York in November
1928 .4 Con sidered one of the finest Official collection s eve r form ed , and nearly all ex- Wood
in provenance , it co ntai ned most issues in blocks of four or nine and included ex-Ac kerma n
Department of State doll ar va lues. Sinkler did allow one final show ing of his co llectio n by
Philip H. Ward , Jr . , in March 1935 at the Co llec tors Club of New York before closing his
co llect ion from public view .5 It is of so me interest that neither Sinkler nor Gibson chose to
show his marvelous co llec tion at the 1936 Intern ational Ph ilatelic Exhibitio n.

Perh aps tiring of his co llec tion, Wharto n Sinkler chose to dis pose of his hold ings at two
auctions held by Euge ne Klein , a Ph iladelph ia stam p dealer , on March 8 and May 17 , 1940 .
With little fanfa re in the phil atel ic periodicals of the day , one of the grea tes t co llec tio ns of
U.S. Ge neral Issues ever formed was put up to auctio n. In attendance at the sale were Spencer
Ande rson, Vahan Mozian, Ezra Co le, Daniel Kelleher, Alfred Brigham , H.A. Robinette ,
Carl Pelander , and other major name dealers including Phil ip H. Wa rd, Jr. It is be lieve d that
the cho ice of the Kle in auc tio n house over Ward ' s ow n auct ion company was de termi ned by
the fact that Ward did not wis h any hint of impro prie ty in bidding on Sinkler 's mater ial for his
ow n stock .

Highli ght s of the firs t Kle in sa le (# 11 6) included blocks of four of the 4¢ Co lumb ian
co lor erro r@$3,000 and $4 issue @ $ I ,600; all the 1908 blui sh paper issues in blocks of four
were offered with the 8¢ go ing for $4,000; the blocks of four of the Pan America n inve rts so ld
for $ 1,25 0, $ 1,960 and $ 10, 000 for the I¢, 2¢ and 4¢ denomination s. The latter item s were
acquired by Y. Sou ren . Almost eve ry lot in the sa le cons isted of blocks of four issues . Th e
sale was highli ght ed by a fine Offi cial , Dues and New spaper sec tion. The I I7th Klein sa le
was the super ior sale and included unu sed blocks of four of the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 s along with
similar se ts of the re- issues (ex -Ac kerma n) . Wh ile prices reali zed of the sa le are not present in
the refe rence ca ta log ue , the di spl ay of General Issues in blocks of four from 1847 to 1869 was
of remarkable prop or tion s in respect to co mpleteness . Th e Pictorial issues were all repre­
sen ted , wi th the 90¢ as a mint block of four.

With the fina l sa le of his stam p co llec tion, Wharto n Sinkler ret ired to leisurely activities
and ph ilanth rop y as trus tee for Big Brothers and adv isor to local hospitals . In 1948 Loui se
and Wharton Sinkle r purc hased the "Guildford" located just outside of Ph iladelphia , near
Chestn ut Hill. Th is wo nde rful house which sits on a 32 acre estate had been built in the 1920s
by Samuel P. Rotan , District Attorney for the City of Philadelph ia. Rotan disassembled an
old English manor house , whose provenance co uld be dated to Elizabethan times, and

4. Philip H. Ward. Jr. . "Si nkler Exhibit ," Collectors Club Philatelist, VIII. 45 (Jan. 1929).
5. Charles Phillips, "Sinkler U.S . Exhibi t," MWSN, XLIV, 141 (#2307 , March 25, 1935).
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transpo rted the anc ient stones, panels , woodwork , doors and arc hes from add itional old
English esta tes to Ph iladelphia where an architect reconstructed the cas tle . Of some interest ,
Rotan had married Alle thaire Elkins , the widow of Philadelphia milli onaire Geo rge W .
Elkins and thu s stepmothe r to Lou ise Si nkler. The Si nklers lived at G uildford for almos t 20
years until Wharto n Sinkler ' s death at age 82 on Se pte mber 8, 1967 .6 Sink ler ' s modest
biograph y in the obi tuary co lumn of the day did not menti on his ph ilateli c ac hieve ments, nor
was menti on made in the ph ilateli c press of his passing . Nevertheless in look ing over the
broad land scape of major U .S . Gen er al co llec tio ns formed dur ing the 20th ce ntury, Wharton
Si nkler ' s nam e surely stoo d high in the rank s of greatness .

In 1971 Guildford wa s donated to the University of Pennsylvania whe re the structure is
curre ntly used for educa tio na l co nferences . In 1972 the Universit y of Pennsylva nia co nferred
upon Lou ise Elkins Sinkler the title of Honorary Doctor of Laws in recogni tion of a lifetime
of phil anthropi c serv ices to community hosp itals and for her work wi th Philadelphia ' s
Muse um , Orchestra and Lib rary .

The author is indebt ed to Jerry Shenker and Alfred Borie of Phil adelphi a for their kind
and generous help in the research , and to Mrs . Lou ise Hoffman for her persona l famil y
insight s.

6 . Anon. . " Wharto n Sinkler Dies at 82:' Philadelphia Bulletin . Se pt. 10 . 1967 .

VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J. C. ARNELL

3. Ship Letter Markings

Although the requi reme nt that the masters of ves se ls arriv ing at a Br itish port were to
hand over any lett er s entrus ted to their care to a Post Office official for asses sment of postage
was established by the Ordinance of 1657 and the Ac t of 1660 , these laws gave no sanction to
the Post Off ice to include the trad itional Id. Stg . ca ptain' s gratuity with the assessed inland
postage. Thi s paym ent was finall y included in the 1711 Act (9 Anne c . lO) and from then until
1796 , all incom ing ship lett er s we re assessed one penny more tha n the inland postage .

For the first fif ty years, there wa s no systematic meth od of identifying such letters ,
although in most cases manu script endorseme nts g iving the nam e of the vessel and/or master ,
and sometimes its destinat ion , es tablish wi th certainty that a part icul ar cover was an

Figure 1. Letter from Charles Town dated 14 June 1766. Carried by the Fanny, Capt. Sampson, to
Portsmouth, where struck with the newly-issued "PORTSMOUTH/SHIP LRE" and rated 4d. Stg.

postage due (3d. inland + 1d. captain's penny - under 80 miles) to London, where it was
backstamped on 30 August.
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