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U.S. CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS
STEVEN M . ROTH, Editor

COLLECTING CARRIERS AND LOCALS IN THE 1860S
GEORGE HUSSEY AND HIS REPRINTS AND IMITATIONS

HERBERT A. TRENCHARD
Introduction

Stamp collecting started slowly. In the 1850s a few enthusiasts in Europe and
America began to accumulate stamps. But during the 1860s, the number of collectors in
creased drastically. In that decade, the first catalogs and journals appeared. These allowed
collectors and dealers alike to organize their material by countries, dates and types. The
hobby grew and spread rapidly.

One of the first problems that the dealers faced was acquiring stamps from foreign
lands. There weren't enough stamps to keep the growing number of collectors satisfied.
Further, most collectors were drawn to the unusual stamps-the far-flung British colonies,
Asian and African countries, the Confederate States, and the private local posts issued in
the United States.

By 1862, over 300 local stamps had been issued by 125 private companies which op
erated in the U.S. from the 1840s to 1862. There were also about 50 stamps issued by the
semi-official government carriers. Most of these stamps were unknown to stamp dealers
and collectors. But they constituted a large percentage of the total number of issued
stamps, which was less than 2,000.

In 1862, an enterprising operator of one of the more successful private local posts
began to satisfy the needs of dealers and collectors of the world. He sought out and ob
tained the dies, plates, electrotypes and remainders of the stamps issued by many of the
defunct private local posts. When he was unable to get the original dies or plates, he enlist
ed the aid of a printer to prepare new plates copying the issued stamps. I

Thus, in 1862, George A. Hussey began his career as the source of reprints and imi
tations of U.S. carriers and locals to the world's dealers and collectors. For the rest of
the1860s, he provided an increasing number of different stamps totaling 200 items by the
time he ceased his operation.

His effect on philately in the 1860s was astonishing . His products were acquired by
stamp dealers throughout Europe and America, who in tum offered them in their pricelists .
Although more and more dealers became aware that Hussey's products were reprints and
imitations, they continued to sell them without any warning to collectors. It was not until
near the end of the 1860s that dealers began to offer them as remainders or imitations, or
with the comment "as is" or the like.

In the early 1860s, only a few U.S. carriers and locals were listed in the catalogs is
sued by European and American dealers. When Hussey's products reached dealers , they
added them to their catalogs , thus giving them an appearance of authenticity.

The great Belgian dealer, J.-B. Moens, listed Hussey 's products as fast as they ap
peared. Even worse, when he began to publish his series of "illustrations" of postage
stamps , he used Hussey 's products as his sources. Moens' "illustrations" consisted of
lithographic likenesses of stamps he had seen and cataloged. Since the "illustrations" were
not photographs of the products, they differed from the products themselves. Moens' "il
lustrations" were themselves used as models for making forgeries . Thus, Hussey's prod
ucts were sources of further local and carrier forgeries.

'Wilbur W. Thomas, "The Local Stamps of the United States," American Philatelist, Vol. 2,
No.5 (Feb. 10, 1888), pp. 91-92; No.7 (Aprill0), pp. 141-42; No. 10 (July 10), pp. 226-7. Three
parts, never completed. See p. 92. Also: Carl E. Kane with Lee L. Kane, "George Hussey, Stamp
Dealer," Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 61, No.4 (July 1982), pp. 228-32.
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The plates which Hussey had used to create his imitations in the 1862-1866 period
were later sold by his successor to stamp dealers who used them to produ ce further copies
with new colors and papers.

Of course, Hussey was not the only stamp dealer who polluted the supply of U.S.
carriers and locals with his product. S. Allan Taylor, his contemporary, began producing
his nefarious products in 1863. From the late 1860s throu gh the 1870s, J.w. Scott, the "fa
ther of American philately," issued local and carrier fabrica tions. John W. Kline, who is
sued the first stamp catalog in America in 1862, may have also created a few. There were
other fakers of local stamps.

But none of them came close to doing what Hussey did. In a short period of five
years, he changed the number of carriers and locals available to collectors from a small
handful to almost two hund red. He nearly ruined the hobb y!

In an earlier article, I used the contents of the pricelists publi shed between 1862 and
1868 to show how the Hussey produ cts were dispersed throughout the philatelic world.' In
this article , I use anoth er set of priceli sts publi shed in 1863 to track the early spread of
Hussey's products. I also show the use of Hussey 's products by J.-B. Moens, and demon
strate that this most important early source of illustrations of U.S. carriers and locals was
based almost entirely on the Hussey material.

George Hussey used the printer Thomas Wood to produce many of his products.
Thomas Wood 's notebook, listing the products he produced for Hussey between 1862 and
1866, has survived.' Wood 's notebook entries account for about one-third of the carriers
and locals listed in the pricelists issued in 1863. Who did the other two-thirds? Were they
done by another printer working for Hussey, or were they obtained from a source other
than Hussey?

Nearly all of the items listed in Hussey's and othe r 1863 pricel ists came fro m
Hussey. They constitute two separate kinds.

There are the ones Hussey obtained from Thomas Wood. Hussey provided Wood
with an original stamp, electrotype or likeness and Wood produced a prin ting stone from
which copies were printed.

The other ones didn 't need to be imitated . Hussey either obtained the original print
ing stones from the private local company or he obtained remainders of the printed stamps.
In the former case, he didn 't need to make a new stone. All he had to do was use the orig i
nal plates or dies to create "reprints."

Hussey was a very special stamp dealer. He sold reprints of carriers and locals where
he had the printin g stones or dies. He sold imitations of those carriers and locals for which
he had new printing stones made by Thomas Wood. For Hu ssey, it was a terrific
business-but it caused stamp collectors and dealers alike to shy away from carriers and
locals for decades to come.

George Hussey and His Stamps
In 1854, George Hussey founded his "Bank and Insurance Delivery Service" at 82

Broadway in New York City.' He commissioned Thomas Wood of New York City to pre
pare a printing stone and print stamps for use in his new business. On October 21, 1854,
Wood delivered 32,000 copies of the stamp designated as Scott No. 87LI.

Two years later ( 1856), Hussey had Thomas Wood make a printing stone for a new
stamp, and on September 9, 1856, Wood delivered 20,000 copies . According to J.w. Scott,

'Herbert A. Trenchard, "Deceit and Dispersion, Hussey and Taylor and Their Products,"
Penny Post, Vol. 6, No.3 (July 1996), pp. 22-34; No.4 (Oct. 1996), pp. 4-21.

'George B. Sloane, "Chicago 'Beehive' Local," in Sloan e 's Column , compiled and arranged
by George T. Turner (West Somerville, Mass.: Bureau Issues Association, 1961), pp. 164-5. [orig.
published in Stamps, Aug. 31, 1957].

'Warren K. Hale, Byways ofPhilately, Privately-Owned Posts and Early Locals, compiled and
arranged by Elliot Perry (Federalsburg, Md.: Stowell, 1966).
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Charles H. Coster and most subsequent students, this stamp is Scott type Ll71 printed in
black, listed as Scott No. 87L2. Some students believe that at the same time a small por
tion of the printing was made in red . This stamp is listed as Scott No. 87L3, with printing
date of 1856.

Despite the large printings, these three Hussey stamps (Scott no. 87Ll , L2 and L3)
are rare, especially in unused condition.

In 1857, Hussey moved his office from 82 Broadway to 50 William Street. On
August 9, 1857, Thomas Wood printed 24,000 stamps from a new stone, giving the new
address . Students disagree as to whether that stamp was Scott type L172 ("Basement") or
Ll73. Type Ll73 is basically identical to Scott type LI71 except for the new address. It
was probably the stamp issued.

In 1858, Hussey decided to issue a new stamp which located his business in the
basement of 50 William Street. Once again, Thomas Wood made a new stone, printing
47,000 copies of this stamp. Although some students disagree, this stamp was probably
Scott type L 172 ("Basement").

The information regarding Thomas Wood and his printing of the stamps for George
Hussey is obtained from a memorandum book which Wood kept. ' This 35-page book lists
the dates and quantities of the stamps he printed for Hussey between October 21, 1854,
and June 22, 1866 . Next to each listing, a stamp is attached. Wood's book came into
philatelic hands in the 1920s and was once owned by the famous stamp dealer and student
of U.S. locals, George B. Sloane." A Table of Wood-Hussey Printings and details about
them is included at the end of this paper.

For nearly all the entries, the attached stamp is correct. But the stamps attached to
the first four entries, namely the Hussey stamps issued between 1854 and 1858, are not
correct. This has caused students of the Hussey stamps considerable difficulty in accurate
ly listing and dating them.

I believe that the first four entries in Wood 's book were not made on the dates listed.
Instead, they were put in much later, probably in 1862, when Wood 's business with
Hussey expanded greatly. In order to be consistent with the other 1862 entries, Wood at
tached stamps next to his first four entries which he had recently printed. The stamps at
tached to Wood's first four entries are reprints made in 1862 and 1863 of earlier Hussey
stamps.

By the time of the so-called stamp collecting "mania," Wood had long since erased
the stones he used for the early Hussey stamps. Hussey had probably thrown away whatev
er was left of his first two stamps (82 Broadway) when he moved to William Street.

That would explain why the first three Hussey stamps (Scott 87Ll, L2 and L3) are so
scarce. It would also explain why, in February 1863, Wood made new stones and printed
imitations of the "82 Broadway" stamp for the stamp collector trade.

Wood had also erased the plates for the first two Hussey stamps which carried the 50
William Street address (Scott types LI72 and Ll73) . So when Hussey wanted more
stamps for collectors in the 1860s , Wood had to make new plates and issue imitations.

In summary, the stamps next to the entries in Thomas Wood 's Memorandum Book,
listing the Hussey stamps made from 1854 to 1858, are incorrect. Later in Wood's book,
the numbers one to four were used to denote 1862 and 1863 imitations. The stamps shown
are correct. In the rest of this paper, these later reprints will be the ones noted . They are
imitations of Hus sey 's earlier stamps, but were accepted by Hussey as payment for his
message service.

'Ibid., p. 174-76.
'Henry E. Abt, "The Tale of One City, The Private Posts of Chicago ," American Philatelist ,

Vol. 70, No.9 (June 1957), pp. 687-98; No. 10 (July), pp. 769-862 ; No. 12 (September) , pp. 933
44; Vol. 71, No.1 (October 1957), pp. 27-33, No.3 (December), pp. 185-92; No.4 (January 1958),
pp. 269-75. For the story of Wood' s book, see Vol. 71, No.1, p. 29.
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George Hussey, Stamp Dealer-The 1862 Printings
On March 12, 1862, Thomas Wood produced a printing stone and printed 400

stamp s for George Hussey of an imitation similar to Scott type L56 . The original stamp
was issued by Boyd 's City Express in New York City. The table at the end gives details
about Wood's printings.

John T. Boyd had established his local post in 1844.7 It was operated until early
1860. It was then sold to William and Mary Blackham, who resumed operations on
December 24, 1860. Boyd's City Express, later Boyd 's {City1Dispatch, issued stamps as
late as 1882.

Hussey's printing an imitation of a Boyd stamp was a strange way to start his stamp
dealing enterprise. Boyd's was still in business. The Blackhams themselves printed large
numbers of Scott No. 20Ll6 to L22 for postal use and for the stamp collecting trade.
Hussey must have realized it was a bad idea becau se he only printed 400 copies and never
printed any others later.

Eight days later, on March 20, 1862, Wood delivered five more local post imitations:
another Boyd 's, a Swarts ', an Adams' City Express Post, and two Hussey 's.

In April, Wood delivered seven more imitations, two of which were imitations of
earlier Hussey stamps. There were three more Swarts ', another Adams' City Express Post,
and one new one: McIntire 's.

Two new ones were added in May: American Letter Mail and Broadway Post Office.
Two more came in June : another Boyd 's and another Adams's City Express Post. Also, an
additional printing of the March Swarts ' imitation was delivered.

Thus , between March 12 and June 28, 1962, Wood supplied Hussey with 17 imita
tions: Boyd's (3) , Swarts' (4), Hussey's (4), Adams ' City Express Post (3), Mclntire's,
Broadway, and American Letter Mail.

For all but two of the 17, the initial printing was for about 1,000 copies . The first of
the Wood-Hussey imitations, the Boyd's, only had 400 copies printed. It was never printed
again. One of the Swarts' imitations was printed twice, totaling 750 copies .

These 17 imitations made by Wood were not Hussey 's only saleable products.
During the early 1860s, Hussey also obtained dies, plates and remainders of stamps issued
by the numerous defunct local post operators. There is no record of when he began this
operation, but by early 1863 he must have been very successful. Combined with his Wood
imitations, he had a considerable variety of stamps available. This was perfect timing for
Hussey because stamp collecting grew rapidly in the early 1860s and Hussey had lots of
stamps to sell.

Surely Hussey was optimistic about his stamp dealing enterprise. By June 1862,
there had been no philatelic publications in America. Only a few stamp catalogs had been
published in Europe and very few U.S. locals were listed. There was no philatelic journal
published anywhere. Yet, Hussey must have been successful in selling his products.
Otherwise, what happened later in 1862 would not have occurred.

Wood produced no new imitations for Hus sey between June 28 and October 22,
1862. But on October 23, Wood supplied Hussey with three new ones: one Teese & Co.
Penny Post and two Price's City Express, each in amounts of 1,000. One of the Price 's
was not distributed and was never printed again.

In November 1862, Wood and Hussey produced a deluge! Wood supplied 16 new
plates, printing between 250 and 1,000 copies of each. What is remarkable about this
group of 16 is that nine of them are not listed in the Scott Specialized Catalog and are be
lieved to be bogus by most students. Two others are labels , rather than stamps, from legiti
mate private companies.

"Henry E. Abt, "Boyd's City Express Post," Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 28, No.3 (July
(949), pp. 163-71; No.4 (October), pp. 273-86; Vol. 29, No.1 (January (950) , pp. 13-29; No.2
(March), pp. 97-114; No.3 (May), pp. 159-74; No.4 (July), pp. 219-41; No.5 (Sept.), pp. 295
313; No.6 (Nov.), pp. 371-90.

Chronicle 176 / November 1997 / Vol. 49, No.4 247



The other November printings were American Express (Sco tt No. 4Ll ), Squ ier
(Scott No. 132Ll ), and two Clark & Co., one blue and the other red . The blue is not listed
in Scott.

In December, Wood delivered four more imitations. Two of them were Squier (Scott
type L248), red and blue, with the four come rs cut off ("truncated") to appear octagonally
shaped. After an initial printing on December 10, 1862, of 1,000 each, they were immedi
ately reprinted (December 15, 1862) with the comers intact. The "truncated" exam ples
were never printed again.

Thus, in the final three months of 1862, Thomas Wood produced 23 new local imi
tations for Hussey. In the first six months of 1862, Wood had only supplied 17 imitations.
Business was picking up!

To summarize, Wood produced 40 plates of imitations for Hussey during 1862, and
printed 42,2 50 stamps. Of those, four plates were for Hussey 's stamps (nearly 8,000 print 
ed) which were also available for legitimate use as well as for collectors. Of the other 36
plates which were made for the stamp collector trade, nine were for stamps not listed to
day by Scott and believed by most students to be bogus issues, and two were for dubious
labels from legitimate local s.

Except for these eleven non-Scott and label issues, the rest of the Wood -Hussey
products are imitations of genuine stamps, although sometimes in unrecorded colors. It has
been stated that all the Wood-Hu ssey products were made by using copi es of existin g
stamps (or likenesses) as models. Thus Hussey must have had copies of these non-Sc ott
stamps and labels. If so, where did he get them?

Either Hussey had copies (or likenesses) of bogus stamps which were made earlier
than November 1862, or he had copies of stamps issued by legitimate, but previously un
recorded, local companies. Calvet M. Hahn has presented evidence that some of these
non-Scott Wood-Hussey produ cts may be imitation s of ge nuine (but very rare !) local
stamps."

But how was it that Hussey came into possession of these ear ly and extremely scarce
stamps? There were other dealers in New York City and a few serio us collectors. They
failed to find information to support the legitimacy of these items. Why did Hussey pre
pare plates for these stamps in the short space of seventeen days?

It is certainly possible that genuine local stamp issues have gone undetected and un
reported up until today. Hussey didn 't guess in the 1850s that by the 1860s there would be
collectors seeking his ear lier stamps. Otherwise, he wouldn' t have destroyed the remain
ders of his 1854 to 1858 stamps. Although Hussey had printed between 20,000 and 47,000
copies of his early stamps, only a few copies have survived. And these were stamps issued
in the relati vely late local stamp period of the 1850s. Many locals operated for only a ShOIt
time in the I840s and 1850s before they were suppressed by the government.

The first Wood-Hussey imitations of bogus stamps were for Winans ' City Post. Four
plates were made by Wood for the four denominations (2¢ , 5¢ , 10¢ and 20¢) and 500
copies of each were printed on Novembe r 3, 1862.

On the next day, International Express (2¢) and International Letter Express (2¢)
stamps were printed (l ,000 each). In Wood's book, next to these two stamps, there is a
written indica tion that they were printed by "Wescott & Co,"?On that same day, a label for
Eagle City Post was supplied (l ,000 copies), also by "Wescott & Co."

'Calvet M. Hahn , "The Incunabula of Philatelic Literature on Locals and Carriers," Collectors
Club Philatelist, Vol. 72, No.3 (Mar.-Apr.1993), pp. 181-87; No.4 (Jul-Aug.), pp. 2 13- 26; No.5
(Sept.-Oct.), pp. 295-307 ; No.6 (Nov.-Dec.), pp. 359-70; Vol. 73, No. I (Jan.-Feb. 1994), pp. 17-27;
No.2 (Mar.-Apr.), pp. 85- 100.

"Ibid.ivol. 73, No. I , pp.17- 19; Hahn writes on the relationsh ip of "Wescott & Co." to
International Letter Express.
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(Enveloppe). Kochersperqer et C.; Bl ood's dispu tct: ' til' Ph . ti"

l ivery.

Price's city express pos t : 2 cents.

Smith's city express post : 2 c. paid .

Swart's city dispatch: TMe de face j aune , IMe de profil rouge.

W arwick's city d ispa tch : (Petite d imensio n}, 2 c. ca rm in, 2 c . j a une.

(Granda di mension), 2 Co [a une ,

W ashingt on city: I c. dispa tc h.

W ells F argo et C·; Pony express : I dollar rouge, 2 d , rouge, 4 d . vert,

Figure 1. Carriers and locals in Alfred Potiquet's first catalog (Dec. 1861)
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1860. - Nom. e{figies dioerses, imp. rout., rect . dentet .
2 1 cent s lilns (11 dr o ite), 30 c. [aunc (it ga uch e), noe.

bleu (it gauche).

t 86 1 - 1 8(\~. - N"m . U, S. all bas du timbre, imp , rOll I. ,
rect. dentel,

t r ent. hleu (a rlroite), ~ c. roug-r.(?tgauche), 5 c. ja une
"run 0 1 ~:lII <: h(')t 10 c. ver t a!'U ' 13 etoites ( ~ gaucho),
, :! c. no ir (it ga uche), 21 c. li las fl flt 'C t 3 etoites (~ dr oi te),
90 c. ul eu (" gauche).

.0.':"vclopprH .

ERiglr agauchr, imp. sur papier jaunc, gr. ovate.
;) r ent s ver m ilion , Gc. vert , to r . vert,

» - Timbres semblnbles sur papicr blanc,

181;0. - "'(figie Ii qau clu: (avec line elo ile de chaque co li'
ti ll tim brel. i mp. coul ..'l UI" /JfljJ i rT ja une pd. OlIn .

t cent. hleu, j c . vermilion, 10 c. vert.

)J - Ti mbres sembiabtes..wr pnpier blanc,

186 1-1862. - Efligie.• dircrses il qaucti e, il rel ie], imp .
foul . sur J"'J' iL'r j alllll' , Ol'n .

t cent. lileu fence (11 rlroi te), 3 e. rou ge , 6 c.
10 ce nl. vcrt.

18(;1-18(\2. - Ti mbres semblables SIll ' papier blalle nt'a.

1 861-1 86~ . - Ef1igie.• dil'erses il lIal/rllr, il ret:ef, i l1l p.
eu ~ coul . SUI' papier j n llJl c OlIn .

1 ~ cents hrlln cl rOllge. '20 c. bien e l rOIl ~e , ~ ., c. VCft
cl rouge, to c. I'Otl gc ct Iloil' .

1862-18f;1. - Timbres "t'll/biables .<IIr papier blallc.

orfil'es I,ar li eul ie rs .

Am ericall express compagl/II postage : 2 c . pa ill .
Avenue 8 tli. post ~ 1 /'ice . paid . rouge sur IJhmc, cal',

- 5~ -

II Gl limor e t Graffil/s dispatch ( co lon ne ): 1 ce n t .
no ir , rcct. .

Balik ct insuraJlce ci ty post (cotfre fort ) : noir S il l'

hlanc, noir SU I" [a unc, ca rmi n sur blanc, reet.

Ifo~.on I Chcu'erl toiote, 7 state slr. city tetter dct i-
I'ery (le tt res epar pillecs) : ~ cents , hleu, rond ,

.. - Ila!e ct Co(lct tre s epar pillees), Itleu, octop.

/loyce's cit y ex press post : '2 cents , na ir sur vr-rt , 0 \":1.

Boua:« ciu) ex press post (a igle) : 1 ce nt noir S il l' lilns,
I c. noir Sill' ver t bou teillc , 2 c. noir sur vermi llon,
:! c . tlor e sur rouge , ~ c. tl OI'C Sil l' bla nc, 2 c . uo ir Sil l'
ve rt, :5 e . na ir sur vert (papie r glace) 0 \ '3 . , '2 e. ro uge
sur hla nc, 0 \' :..1 .

Brady ct Gil' : J cent.

IJroad-woy post offit e (re mo rq 111'11 1') : nui r Sil l' bla nc,
oblong.

BronklYII city express post (colomb e) : 2 c . noir S ill'
amurantho, ovule,

n rOIl'I/(' ct Co ci ty post (chitfre dans un ovale) : t 1 ~ ('J1 I ,
~ c. im p. noire, rect.

Carriers dispatch : t cenl rose, oh lo ng .

Cit y dispatch post : illlp. noire S il l' papia glne<' \hlls l,'
dc faec), l'cr t : '2 cents C. C.

C ie { r a ll co-am ericaill e : Gauthier fl'eres ct e l l' (v:.t is
f;cau) : ro uge h riq uc, oblong.

f;ast !ii I'''' P. O. (bateall it Yape ur) : noir sur l' al'i er
l-i1acc Ycrl, pctit ohlong.

f;..sex letter express : 2 ce nts .

Floyd's /JeIlIlYpos/ (emilie it gauche) : noir , hi I'll, reel.

/;"rdoll's Cit !l ex",.ess (fac teur) : 2 cenls ill1l" lIo ir slIr
JI3f1 icr ~ 1 :J c c ,-crt.

- 1;3 -

Honour's cit y post : noir sur g ris , pe tit oblong.

lI us,'icy's bank et iu suran ce not ice dcli l'ery of/iN :
I C.·CIl t.

iIf ,'s,'il' ll kope un ion square pos t offlce.
JI . i nti r e i'ity exp ress I1Os1 ( ~l e rc Ll l'c) : '2cents carmiu.

lI'c" -· ' ·or k I Post office : i) cents noir.
Union square, p. o. 10 tnc snait (pe tit

l'~ nssu lI) : 1 cent noi r 5 111' vert , I cent
na ir SUI" rose.

lIelropolilan : Ferrand et Carri er (gr .
ecusso n) : I c . , :ic. , Itl c ., ~O c. rouge.

n - Ti mb res ,fit'm lJla1Jlcs, double (ace: I C., ~ C.,
10 c., '2Uc. Iilvu.

» - 'tim/we sr mbtable, Ii relief : ~ c. rouge.

» - P. o. 13 americau biblr h UUSt' ( Ict trc s IJI:lIIc1ll.'s
h re lict), rO ll r:'~ , octog, .

» - P. O. express to mail \\' . II. I ,'o /lls p. m . (pe tit
1 ~ l' Il S S Un , lctt res h rel iel) : I cent. )'OIl:;C.

I\"c"··.. ("I·MC,. I Ex press Co ( te te tic cheva l :1 relief) :
vert SUI' j auue, euve t. ovule .

.-hllnd.-II_hlt- r n i flOd's penn!l /JOsl : lIo rc sur gri s,
tlore sur glare HoiI', !IIell Sill" gr is .

)I - /r or !t rrs/Jr l' cl t:,,; Blood 's penn y pust (cllig ic :1
;':-3ut'_h<') : illlJl. lIo irt' , reel.

)) - (En\'cloppc) . Mlomc insc riptioll, rouge sur jallne,
ronde .

» - 'fl 'L's e l't Co, pell ny 110st blpu slI r papicr blcu tc\
peli t ohlonll.

/ '""t "fIice dispateh : 1 cenl hleu sur hlane, pet il ohl.

l'ricc's rily e.rpress post : 2 cents.

~
.1:0
:0
Z
?
.1:0

Figure 2. Carriers and locals in J.-B. Moens' first catalog (Jan. 1862)



There immediately followed three more non-Scott items: W Stait City Despatch (la
bel), and two different issues for Warwick's City Dispatch Post (2¢). The printin g for the
Stait was 1,000, and the two Warwick 's were probably 1,000 each also.

One mor e non-Scott issue was produced on Nov emb er 19, 1862 : Johnson 's Box
(Philadelphia), of which 1,000 were printed.

A stamp collector, Oscar Berger-Levrault of Strasbourg, France, issued the first
philatelic publication . It is dated September 1861, and is a listing of the stamps known to
him but which he did not necessarily own himself. It was a manuscript reproduced by au
tographic lithograph y for a few fellow collectors who helped him compile it. It lists two
Warwick 's, matching the descriptions of those done by Wood-Hussey. In fact it lists three,
the extra one being the smaller one in red."

The first printed stamp catalog was prepared by Parisian stamp coll ector Alfred
Potiquet. It is dated 1862, but Potiquet stated later that it was issued on December 21,
1861. Potiquet' s list of locals also includ es the three Wanvick 's (Figure 1).

Two other catalogs were issued in early 1862. Potiquet accused both the compilers of
copying his work. One, dated January 1862, was issued by J.-B. Moen s (Figure 2). The
other was compiled by E. de LaPlante , a Parisian dealer, who had earlier issued Potiquet's
catalog. LaPlante 's catalog was issued in January or February of 1862. Both catalogs in
cluded the three Warwick 's.

In Augu st 1862 , Moens began issuing a series of "illustrations." These were litho
graphic reproductions of actual stamps (not necessarily genuine) seen by him and listed in
his catalogs . Moen s' "illustrations" of the Warwick 's are similar to the stamps attached in
Wood 's Memorandum Book. Thu s, the Wanvick 's were known before Wood produced his
Novemb er 1862 imitations.

In June 1862, Berger-Levrault issued the third edition of his stamp list. It was his
first printed edition. It listed the four Winans '. Moens did not include Winans ' until the
supplement to his seco nd edition, issued in December 1862. Did Moens base his descrip
tion and his later "illustra tions" on the Wood-Hu ssey imitations printed in November
1862?

Mount Brown was another early cataloguer. His first edition, publi shed in London, is
dated May 1862. He listed Johnson 's Box in his third edition, issued December l O, 1862.
Moens also listed Johnson 's Box in the December 1862 supplement to his second edition.
Did Moens and Mount Brown base their descriptions on the Wood-Hussey printin g? The
dates are close.

Both Mount Brown and Moens list the two Internationals and the two labels (W
Stait and Eagle City Post) in their December 1862 catalogs.

Th e Moens " illus trations" of the se bogu s items are similar to the imitations in
Wood 's book. The Table of Wood-Hussey printings at the end of this paper lists Moen s' il
lustration numbers. They were first distributed in March and April of 1863. Therefore, a
listing and illustration by Moens cannot be used to support the genuineness of these locals.

J. W. Kline of Philadelph ia issued a stamp catalog in December 1862. It was the first
Amer ican philatelic publ ication. It listed all of the Wood-Hussey bogus items except the
two Internationals. Kline also listed both of the labels. Again the question : Did Kline list
these based on the Wood-Hussey product s? If so, why did he miss the two Internationals?
Did he actuall y see the items? Until Moens' supplement to his second edition in December
1862, they were not recorded in Europe.

Kline's December 1862 catalo g records 182 items. Many of his listed colors for the
know n local s are not recorded by Scott 's catalo g. He only listed a few bogus item s:
Johnson 's Box, Warwick, Winans ', and Smith 's City Express Post. (Smith's was not among
the Wood- Hussey produ cts. It was listed by Berger-Levrault , Potiqu et and Moen s in their
first editions.)

(to be con tinued)

"Ib id.: Hahn illustrates the locals section of many early catalogs, including Berger- Levrault 's
first edition.

Chro nicle 176 / Nove mber 1997 / Vol. 49. No.4 251




