
Volume: 52  Number: 3  Year: 2000 Chronicle: 187

Article: A Conjunction of Features, and an Unusual Reversion
Author(s): Frank Mandel 

http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18009.pdf


Table Of Contents
items marked with *  cannot  be viewed as an individual PDF document

Click here to view the entire Volume: 52  No: 3  Chronicle:  187
Starting Page

Front Cover (1 page) Front Cover
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Jack E. Molesworth, Inc. Inside Front

Cover
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Shreves Philatelic Galleries, Inc. 157
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Spink 158
Masthead (1 page) 159
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Victor B. Krievins 160
Table of Contents (1 page) 161

Prestamp and Stampless Period
A Conjunction of Features, and an Unusual Reversion (5 pages)
Frank Mandel

163

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Robert  A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. 168

1851-61 Period
Additional Canceled Postmarks: Part II (7 pages)
Hubert  C. Skinner

169

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Museum of United States Essays and Proofs 175
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Matthew Bennett Inc. 176
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions 177

1861-1869 Period
Civil War Patriotic Covers (6 pages)
James W. Milgram M.D.

178

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Brad Sheff 183
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Charles G. Firby 184

1861-1869 Period
The 1867-68 Grills: What We Know and What We Don't  Know (6 pages)
Michael C. McClung

185

Bank Note Period
Take Me to the Fair: Postal Markings on Mail Addressed to Persons at the World's Industrial and
Cotton Centennial Exposition, New Orleans, Louisiana 1884-1885 (4 pages)
David C. Hufford

191

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Stephen T. Taylor 193
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Guido Craveri 195
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Nutmeg Stamp Sales, Inc. 196
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Andrew Levitt, Inc. 197

Special Printings 1875-84
Some Data on Continental Bank Note Company Ribbed Paper Stamps (5 pages)
William E. Mooz

198

Some Context for the 1875 Special Printing Program (1 page)
William E. Mooz

202

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: U.S. Philatelic Classics Society 203
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: U.S. Philatelic Classics Society 204

Officials
Usage of Official Stamps in Washington, D.C. 1873-1874 (11 pages)
Alan C. Campbell

205

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: United States Stamp Society 215
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Edelman's Loan Office 216

Foreign Mails
Unusual Royal Mail Steam Packet Company (RMSP Co.) Cover (5 pages)
Richard F. Winter

217

Book Review: "Early Routings of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, 1842-1879" (3 pages)
Richard F. Winter

221

Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Leonard H. Hartmann 223
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: U.S. Philatelic Classics Society 224

The Cover Corner
Additional Answer to Problem Cover in Issue 183 (1 page)
Ray W. Carlin

225

http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/187.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/19990.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18003.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18004.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18005.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18006.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18007.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18008.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18009.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18010.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18011.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18012.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18013.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18014.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18015.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18016.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18017.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18018.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18019.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18019.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18020.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18021.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18022.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/19989.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18024.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18002.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18025.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18026.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18027.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18028.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18029.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18030.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17989.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17990.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17991.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17992.pdf


Additional Answer to Problem Cover in Issue 185 (3 pages)
Ray W. Carlin

225

Answers to Problem Covers in Issue 186 (1 page)
Ray W. Carlin

228

More Answers to the U.S. "Steamboat" Cover Parade (6 pages)
Ray W. Carlin

228

Problem Cover for This Issue (1 page)
Ray W. Carlin

234

Index to Advertisers (1 page) 235
Classified (1 page) 235
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Ivy & Mader Philatelic Auctions, Inc. 236
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: James E. Lee Inside Back

Cover
Display Advertisement (1 page) Advertiser: Robert  A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. Back Cover

http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17993.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17994.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17995.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17996.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17997.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17998.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/17999.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18000.pdf
http://chronicle.uspcs.org/pdf/Chronicle_187/18001.pdf


PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS PERIOD
FRANK MANDEL, Editor

A CONJUNCTION OF FEATURES, AND AN UNUSUAL REVERSION
FRANK MANDEl

An item has recently come my way that embodies in one place two of the subjects I
have discussed in this section: the use of stencils as postmarks, and the unusual combina
tion of manuscript townmarkings and handstamped rating marks.

The large elaborate stencil markings used at Sherwood Corners, N.Y. in the mid
1840s are well-known to collectors of stampless covers. They are scarce, but not particu
larly rare, come in at least three different colors (green, blue and lilac) and are not difficult
to acquire. Figure I illustrates a typical example, used May 6, 1845, not too long before
the important rate change of that year.

The man behind this unusual method of postmarking mail was the postmaster, Allen
Thomas, who held the post for many years. The record from the Official Registers during
the period of consideration in this atticle is as follows:

Compensation
1843 $103.61
1845 68.40
1847 69.72
1849 65.62
1851 68.42
1853 49.28

+ Net Proceeds
$209.72

88.71
72.73
87.37
90.98
37.78

= Total (Gross) Proceeds
$313.33

157.11
142.45
152.99
159.40
87.06

Figure 2 illustrates a free frank of Mr. Thomas datelined Jan. 21, 1845, done in the
same brownish red ink, with which he also dated and rated a few of the stenciled covers
from his tenure. His frank shows several of the identifying characteristics of his manu
script postmarks: note the fancy turns in the letter "T" of "Thomas" and "F" of "Free,"
also the line under the whole franking.

The village in which the office was situated was a busy little place in Cuyuga Co.,
Scipio Township. The population was in decline due to western migrations. Its philatelic
prominence is largely due to the survival of cOITespondence from its Quaker inhabitants
(population only about 80 in 1860), and primarily the Howland-Tallcot correspondence,
much of which was once owned by collector Dick Lounsbery.

Soon after the 1845 rate change, postmaster Thomas seems to have abandoned the
use of his pretty stencil in favor of postmarking covers entirely in manuscript. He cannot
be blamed. Using a stencil device could only have been very cumbersome, at best, and
quite messy at worst. Figure 3 is one of his manuscript productions, dated Nov. 25, 1847.

In 1850 the name of the office was shortened to "Sherwoods." Figure 4 illustrates an
other manuscript postmark, showing this shortened version, dated May 7, 1851.

About this time, and for only a brief period, Mr. Thomas seems to have rediscovered
his old stencil device, and either cut away or masked out the lower portion, producing an
arc-shaped marking "Sherwoods NY" This configuration is much scarcer, with perhaps
only a half-dozen surviving examples, in greenish blue or bluish green. One of these, re
markably, ended up on a cover with a 5¢ 1847 stamp, used just before the rate change, in
1851. Figure 5 illustrates this scarce arc stencil, with typical manuscript date and rate,
probably used August 7, 1851. (Collect rate. Note the fancy turn in the "5.")

The availability of postage stamps perhaps suggested to Mr. Thomas that he abandon
his well-worn stencil in favor of postmarking entirely in manuscript, as that would also be
the easier method of simultaneously canceling those adhesives. Figure 6 illustrates just
such a use, canceling a 3¢ 1851 on April 30, 1852.
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Figure 3. Manuscript "Sherwood Corners," "Paid 5," Howland-Tallcot correspondence,
dated Nov. 25, [1847]. to Skaneateles, N.Y. This is a large commercial correspondence be
tween Quakers, providing an excellent picture of their transactions in land and produce.

Figure 4. Manuscript "Sherwoods N.Y.," "10" collect, dated May 7, 1851, to a young lady
attending a Quaker school in Philadelphia, chatty letter from a doting aunt, on an em
bossed lady cover. Postmaster Thomas has adapted his townmarking admirably to this
petite article. The official name had been shortened in 1850.
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Figure 5. The scarce "SHERWOODS N.Y." stencil in arc configuration, created by modify
ing the circular stencil used in the mid-1840s, approximately 34 x 20 mm., probably sent
Aug. 7, 1851, to Harford, N.Y., on an embossed lady cover, manuscript "5" collect rate.

Figure 6. Manuscript townmarking "Sherwoods N.Y. Apr. 30" which simultaneously can
cels 3¢ 1851 stamp, brownish carmine shade, used Apr. 30, 1852, Howland-Tallcot corre
spondence, to Buffalo, N.Y.
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Figure 7. Extremely unusual combination of manuscript "Sherwoods N.Y. Mar 11" and a
bold greenish blue stencil "5," approximately 16 x 16 mm., on a brownish envelope, to
"Peninsula P Office," N.Y. This latter office was officially called Point Peninsula and oper
ated between 1838 and 1941, so is of little value in dating this use. My guess is that this
is an 1852 cover.

()
1852

Figure 8. Another letter from the Howland-Tallcot correspondence with beautiful clear
manuscript markings "Sherwoods N.Y. May 6" and "5" collect, used in 1852. Postmaster
Thomas seems to have given up on stencils for good.
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We now come to the most curious reversion of all, and the principal subject of this
article. Figure 7 has the townmarking in the well-evolved manuscript style, complete with
Mr. Thomas' idiosyncratic turns and line, and a large greenish blue "5" which is unmistak
ably stenciled, in three segments. This combination is many magnitudes scarcer than its
handstamped counterpart, which is, as I have maintained in earlier writings, unusual. I am
not sure why the postmaster did something so awkward. Presumably he had his pen in
hand, and could have easily applied it in rating the cover. Did he want something that
would really stand out in sharp contrast to the ugly brown color of the envelope? This sten
cil rate has not been previously seen or recorded by me, though the 5¢ rate was around as
early as 1845. However, stencil kits were readily available, and it would not have been dif
ficult to make up or adapt a device in short order. I do not think, considering its scarcity,
that it was a successful experiment. The cover's contents are missing, unfortunately, but
my guess is that it dates to March 11, 1852.
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Figure 9. A prepaid letter with markings all in manuscript, "Sherwoods N.Y. Dec. 25" and
"Paid 3," Howland-Tallcot correspondence. Postmaster Thomas continued using manu
script markings until he introduced Zevely-manufactured handstamps at some time be
tween March and May 1854.

Figure 8 shows that by May 6, 1852 Mr. Thomas was again postmarking his mail en
tirely in manuscript, with his usual flourishes. And by Christmas Day of the same year
(Figure 9), the concept of prepayment of postage had finally crept into the Howland
Tallcot correspondence, giving Mr. Thomas the opportunity to create a particularly bold
and vigorous "Paid 3," all in manuscript, again on an ugly brown envelope. It would be a
coup to discover a stenciled "Paid 3" used during this period, wouldn't it? D
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