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Bibliopole
Since 1965

been lot 399 in the Henry C. Gibson sale he ld by Philip H. Ward , Jr., on June 14-1 5, 1944 .
There was no photograph of the cover in the auct ion catalog , bu t in response to the first
art icle, Dr. Jo hn L. Robertson told me that he owned the G ibso n cover, which was then il
lustrated in Chronicle 193. This one was date d September 6, 1869 and franked wit h a strip
of three 2¢ 1869 stamps. Again, the addressee was Duncan MacArthur.

1 am pleased to report that a fourth cover has now appeared, this one franked with a
6¢ 1869 stamp. See Figure 1. That cover was lot 2186 in the auction held by Charles Firby
on March 26 , 2005 , and was purchased by this writer. Like the others, it is addressed to
Duncan MacArthur, c/o the Hudson Bay Company, in Montreal, Canada. It has a clear,
black postmark show ing Pembina, Dakota, dated August 23 , 1870.

The stamp is tied with a black target cancel and on the reverse is a Montreal receiv
ing mark showing September 3, 1870. Thi s is the first cover to appear showing a 6¢ stamp
paying this usage. The cover was submitted it to the Phil atelic Foundation and received a
good certificate in August, 2005 .

This now makes a tota l of four recorded covers franked with 1869 stamps reflecting
the Red River B.N.A. mai l service from Red River Settle me nt via the Pembina pos t office
back into Canada . If any readers have addit iona l covers featuring this unusual usage, 1
would be happy to further update this listing in a future Chronicle.•

PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
http://pbbooks.com

Authorita tive Philatelic Lit erature

US, CSA, Ma ritime, Forgery, GB and the Empire, etc.
Purchaser of major and minor philatelic libraries, stocking new titles from
over 100 publishers. 144 page Stock Catalog: $3 to a US address, Foreign by air $5.

PB Blank Pages, Mylar and Page Boxes
The state of the art for both archival preservation and appearance, our pages are 100% cotton
rag, neutral pH and buffered ; blank and quadrille . Custom steel engraved page heads and
paneling available. Will run on most Laser Jet Printers. All made exclusively for us in the US.
Page Sampler: $3 to a US address. Foreign by air $7.
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