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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN C. CAMPBELL, Editor

COMBS' BROKEN "C' AT POSITION 28:
CONFIRMATION OF A CONSTANT OVERPRINT VARIETY

OF THE OFFICIAL STAMPS SPECIMEN SECOND SPECIAL PRINTING

GEORGE G. SAYERS and ALFRED E. STAUBUS

In 1965 the American Phi late lic Society published as a pamphlet W.V."Vince" Combs '
landmark study' of the 1875 and subseq uent special printings of the Official stamps.' On
page 32 of that pamphlet, Figure 22 illustrates the I¢ State Department overp rinted SPECI
MEN with "Broken 'C ' in overprint." The related text describing the second spec ial printing
of the I ¢ State Department states simply, "A cop y, position unknown, shows a broken 'C' in
the overprint." Combs does not report this variety for the other stamps of the second special
printing, and the authors have not found any discu ssion of this va riety in the literature.

The authors are pleased to pre sent in Figures I to 4 (opposite page) contrast-enhanced
examples of Combs' Broken ' C' in the SPECIMEN overprint from the four stamps of the
second printing, establishing th is variety as a con stant overprint variety of the second spe
cial printing, as rare as the ' SEPCIMEN' error. From his full sheet of the I¢ Justice second
special printing, author A l Staubus has identified this variety as from position 28 of the
overprint. Fro m his full sheet of the I¢ Agriculture Second Special Print ing, Wi lliam E.
Mooz has confirmed this variety as from pos ition 28 .

As a reference, Figure 5 shows the normal overprint. Here the gap between the prongs
of the 'C' is comparatively narrow. On the broken 'C' examples, it' s clear that a piec e of the
top prong of the ' C ' has broken away.

The other recognized overprint vari ety from the second speci al printing, the "small
dotted ' i' in SPECIMEN" variety from positions 7 and 26 of the overprint, is pre sented as
Figures 6 and 7. These examples are identified by position from complete sheets .

These two overprint positions are generally con sidered not distingui sha ble by students
of the issue, altho ugh the underlying stamps may show small repeating variations wh ich
allow position-specific identification. This ques tion is the subject of ongoi ng research by
William E. Mooz and others, and wi ll be the subject of an article in the future .js

I W. V.Co mbs, U. S. Departm ental Specimen Stamps (State College, Pa.: The American Philatelic Society, 1965).
2 Even thou gh there were many sheets of Official stamps in the Stamp Agent's inventory, late in 1874 the Post Office
Department ordered 10,000 complete sets of the 88 sma ll-s ize Official stamps reprinted and overprinted ' SPECIMEN'.
The se were the first special pr inting, available in March, 1875. The supplies of the I¢ Agriculture, I¢ Executive, I¢
Just ice and I¢ State stamps from this print ing were exhausted late in 1875, and ten thousand each of these four stamps
were again reprinted and ove rpri nted 'SPECIMEN ' from a new rack of type. These are the second spec ial printing.
There were three subsequent rep rints of one or two Official stamps overprinted ' SPECIMEN' . For details, see Combs'
pamphlet.
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Figure 1. 1¢ Agriculture. Figure 2. 1¢ Executive.

Figure 3. 1¢ Justice. Figure 4. 1¢ State .

Above, broken 'C' in 'SPECIMEN', from position 28, second special printing, shown on
stamps of four different departments. On Broken 'C' examples, the gap between the
prongs of the 'C' is quite wide. The scans of the overprint images on this page have had
contrast enhanced and include portions of the side ornaments from the stamp design for
identification. The stamps in Figures 1 and 2 are shown courtesy of William E. Mooz.

Figure 5. A normal example of the second special printing 'SPECIMEN' overprint, here on
a 1¢ Justice stamp. Note that the gap between the prongs of the 'C' is much narrower than
the examples in Figures 1-4.

Figure 6. 1¢ Agriculture. Figure 7. 1¢ Justice.

Above, two examples of the Small 'i' in 'SPECIMEN' variety. The example in Figure 6, on
a 1¢ Agriculture stamp shown courtesy of William E. Mooz, is from position 26 of the
second special printing. The example from the 1¢ Justice stamp in Figure 7 comes from
position 7 of the second special printing.
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