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In researching the background information for th is art icle, I relied heavily on news
paper adve rtisements and four other references . A sub-section on the Wells & Co. Letter
Express, by Thomas Allen, in 19th Century Cleveland. Ohio. Postal Markings. provided
ea rly history and newspaper docum entation of service dates along with inform ation on the
Cleve land Express office. A chapter on the Letter Express in an unpublished manuscript
written by noted co llec tor Pitt Petri also provided newspaper adve rtisements with listin gs
of Wells & Co. offices, rates and other insight s. Addi tional informa tion on independ ent
ca rriers in genera l and Wells & Co. specifically, was obtain ed from the American Stampless
Cover Catalogue, Volume II. The histo ry of the Central Railroad was documented by Wil
lis Dunbar in his book detailing the history of Michigan rai lroads . Auc tion cata logs for the
Hall and Golden co llections by Robert A. Siegel Auction Ga ller ies, Inc . provided photos
of many Letter Express covers along wit h other ge neral inform ation. A specia l thanks to
Richard C. Frajola for his co nsultation and for providing the Petri manu script.
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65-70.

Phill ips, David G.: " Independent Mail Service Marki ngs," American Stampless Cover Catalog .
David G. Phill ips Publishing Co ., North Miami, Florida , 1987, pp. 3-34.

Dunbar, Willis F.: AlI Aboard! A History ofRailroad I' ill Michigan , Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, Mic higan, 1969.

SCHOOL STAMPS : A NEW LEARNING CURVE

GORDON STiMMELL

James N. Drummond's welcome new book, College and School Stamps, turn s out to
be a fascinating learning exp erience.

Busine ss schoo l adh esives have long been an eni gmatic backwater for philatelists,
compounded by the regul ar surfac ing of new types never before enco untered or recorded.

The origin of these stam ps stemmed from the changing economic dynamic of late
19th centu ry America. The creat ion of a white-collar clerical work force after the Civil War
was the catalyst for the creation of hundreds ofcommercial business colleges in large citie s
and major towns.

Business colleges prid ed themselves in creating a microcosm of the rea l work place .
Students learned accounting prac tices, shorthand, phonograpy, ca llig raphy, telegraphy, and
correspondence, plus typewriting skills, bookkeep ing and all the latest essentials to walk ing
fully prepared into an office job after graduation.

As Drummond points out , the better schoo ls had facad es erected within classrooms
"with part ition s for a bank , post office , or express office. The student s took turns being a
bank, a postm aster, a merchant , or a customer." Som e schools had classe s in business letter
wri ting, which incl uded plac ing a stamp prop erly on an envelope, which is where busine ss
school stamps com e into the picture.

Many of the colleges had stamps pr inted up that fit in with the simulated business
environment of the classrooms. These were pretend stamps that students pasted on busine ss
enve lopes and revenu e form s that mimicked the correspond ence and legal document s used
by shipping, banking, railroad and other firms of the 1860-1910 period. Thousa nds of these
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stamps of course, wound up in was tebaskets so we owe the survival of the stamps to the
saving grace of a few students and teachers who kept them as meme ntoes .

Students of locals and carriers encounter these whe n buying large lots of forgeries.
The field is full of imitation and bogus college stamps issued by S. Allan Taylor and other
stamp dealers in the 1860s and placed in their packets for sale to collectors .

The more common bogus creations were depicted by the late Sherwo od Springer in
his series of handbooks of North American Cindere lla Stamps. Until Drumm ond 's book,
Springer was a main resource for students of this at times baffling field.

Drummond's book includes two boarding schools that issued stamps actually used
for supplemental postage to the mails: Friends ' Boarding School in Ohio and Westtown in
Pennsylvania. Both are listed in the Scott's Specialized Catalogue ofUnited States Stamps
& Covers. These Quaker schoo l stamps actually pre-paid fees for carr iage of student letters
by horse-drawn wagons to the post office , with a label affixed in addition to a U.S. stamp .
So these are true locals , not business-school stamps.

CENTS.

Figure 1. A sampling of school stamps. At left: Moore's College
Postage, 3 cents green, Atlanta, Georgia, 1878, two examples
known. Center: Quaker City Business College, 2 cents red, Phila
delphia, 1869, the only known copy. Right: Nelson's Business Col
lege, no value, red, Cincinnati, circa 1865, seven colors recorded.

As well, Drummond includes stamps from a number of British universi ties that were
used mainly for dormitory mail between students and to local businesses. These thread
throughout the book. I would have preferred them in a separate addendum or sect ion away
from the U.S. stamps .

Included also are the stamp dealers ' creations, some of which imitated real business
school stam ps while others were pure flights of fancy produced to feed the appetite of the
growing number of stamp collectors in the 1860-90 period. Drummond's inclusion of these
is useful, because he sepa rates out the fanciful and imitations from the "real" business
school stamps .

The design elements widely vary. Many imitated revenue stamps of the day that were
actually used on legal documents. Some were insp ired by U.S. postage stamps in use at the
time, and this can provide a clue to rough ly dating the school stamp when the date is in
doubt. Others showed portraits of George Washington, or the school founder or principal.
Some showe d Gree k mythological or allegorical figures . One series even seems to dep ict
William Shak espeare. The stamps shown in Figure I are representative examples. At left
is a 3 cent green stamp of Moore's Co llege Postage, Atlanta Georgia, 1878, one of two
examples know n. At center is a 2 cent red stamp from the Quaker City Business College of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from 1869, the only know n copy. At right is a red stamp from
Nelson's Business College of Cincinnati, circa 1865. Seven colors are recorded.

Laced throughout the book are wonderful collateral items gathered by the author as
well as contributed by leading students of the field, including William Sammis, Michael
McBride, Jim Kesterson and George Norton. Their collect ions, says Drummond , turned
his origina l idea for a small 40 page booklet two years ago, into the sprawling 236-page
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goldmine of inform at ion ju st publi shed .
Fascinat ing collatera l images include classrooms of students at the ir appoi nted busi

ness tasks, images of the schools, business-college bogus paper currency, revenue-stamp ed
bank checks with co llege revenues attached, surv iving accounting docum ents proc essed by
students learnin g their futu re trade, as we ll as stamps that surv ive on pract ice envelopes.

All of the stamps are depicted in color as are most of the lavish illustrations der ived
from the 86 business co lleges listed alphabetica lly in the book , which is printed with card
board backing and an acetate front binding. With each college entry, rough market prices
are given, both for the stamps and for examples found on surv iving letters or doc uments.

Drummond feels that at this po int he has captured fully 90% of the known emission s,
but of course he 's eage r to learn of unl isted items. Some stamps have not as yet been linked
to any known school in a part icular town or city. A few of the stamps are thus far known to
ex ist as unique items - and for a few, photo images have yet to surface. Chronicle readers
are urged to transmit any additional data they may have at hand. A second edition is in the
planning stages and submissions from co llectors will be vital to this updated catalogue.

This book was a revelation to me, because despite 20 years of study, the book pre
sented dozens of stamps I had never encountered before. Thi s tome is as gro und-breaking
as Bruce H. Mosher 's recent Catalog of Private Express Labels and Stamps (rev iewed by
me rece ntly in the Chronicle ), in which thousand s of exp ress items have been recorded and
catalogued, many for the first time.

To share information on new schoo l stamp discoveries or to purchase his book (for
$60 postpaid), you can co ntact the author directly: Jame s N. Drummond, 19335 Pauma
Valley Drive, Porter Ranch , CA 9 1326- 1701. The book is also avai lab le from philatelic
literature dealers, two of whom advertise in this Chronicle.•

You built your collection one stamp
at a time.

Why not sell it one stamp at a time?

Let me show you how.

Alan E. Cohen
P. O. Box 929 • Cathedral Station · New York, N. Y. 10025

Telephone: (212) 280-7865· Fax: (212) 280-7864
Email: alanecohen@mindspring.com

Online at: www.alanecohen.com

Class ics Soc iety, Co llectors Club of New Yor k, United States Stamp Society,
A mer ican Revenu e Assoc iat ion, US PSSS

Board Member of the Ph ilatelic Foundation . Board Member of the Carrie rs and Loca ls Soc iety
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