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YOU GET MORE
WHEN YOU

SELECT THE BEST
When Selling Your Collection

America's Premier Auction House Offers:

48 Years Continuous Auction Sales

Acknowledged Integrity

A Centralized Staff of Recognized Experts

A Prime Mailing List Built Over 48 Years with a
Following that Includes the World's Leading
Collectors and Buyers

Top Market Value with a Long History of
Record Realizations

Immediate Cash Advances to Any Amount,
Interest Free

It Costs No More To Select The Best

You Can Expect More From The Leader

120 EAST 56th STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

ESTABLISHED 48 YEARS
TEL. (212) 753-6421



ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS
IN DECEMBER

1 t Bournemou il» ] POSTAL HISTORY AUCTION including a further
portion of the Bryant Lillywhite collection of Grea t
Britain.

5/ 6 am (London) GREAT BRITAIN including the third part of the
R. M. Phillips collection of line-engraved.

6 pm ( L ondo n) GREAT BRITAIN OVERPRINTED including the
J .O.A. Ar kell colle ct ion of Ireland , the Group Cap­
ta in F . C. Newall collection of Bechuan aJand , Mo­
rocco Agencies, Nauru , etc.

19 (London) AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH-The Heyd on
collecti on.

(London)20 PERU-two specialised studies, one offered by the
order of J ohn F . Rider. .

Catalogues: Bournemou th. $2, London 53 each.

* *

Subscription rate cards for all our auctions gladly sen t on request.

Collectors with limited interests of not mo re than three cou ntries appreciat e
our BUSY BUYERS SERVICE. Only catalogues (or cuttings) of the subjects
in wh ich you are interested are de spatched, instead of all ca talogu es . The
most economical way of keeping up to date.

Details from : Mrs. Linda Gulliver, The Auction House, 39 P oole Hill,
Bou rnemouth BH2 5PX, England .

With re gular auctions held in BASLE, BERMUDA, BOURNEMOUTH,
GENEVA, JOHANNESBURG and LONDON, we attract in ternational bidding
from leading collectors and dealers and believe that

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

....
~..
.<:
"­

The

~.­g~..ROBSON LOWE LTD.,
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW1 " , Tele x : 915410, V .A .T. No . 239/4486/31
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfactio n or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orden over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS

TIlE CHRONICLE. published quarterly in Feb.• May , Aug., and Nov. by the U. S. Philatelic Classics
Society, Inc.. a t 2030 Glenmon t Ave. , N. W., Canton, Oh io «708. Second class postage paid at Canton.
Ohio 44711 and additional mailing of fice. SUbscription price $14.00. Printed in U.S.A .
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ufmann
ctions

John W. Kaufmann, Inc.
1522 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Telepho ne .&. dD~
(202) 638·5658 ~ 'IrC/

Shown are a few of the prices realized from a
recent Auction. Our fee is a modest 20%
commiss ion and there are no other charges.

Libera l, interest-free advances given on
large cons ignments.

Just a Few
Reasons Why
Kaufmann's of
Washington, D. C.
is the Place
to Sell
Your Collection
."IIIIlIII!IIIIlII!I~IIIII"IIIIlI'" Four Dolla r

Columbian.
Never hinged .
Cat. $ 1150 .

Sold at Kaulma nn's
Auction for a record
break ing pr ice of____ill $3750.

No. 103. 1875
Re-issu e .
Ca t. $1150.
Sold lor $1900.

No.2, Pos it ion
ROO1. Faint
pen cancel.
Sold for $900.

Stamps
For Sale?
Call Us Toll Free at
800 - 424-9519
Some Other
Realizations:
No. 271. 6<Oull Brown . NH ... Cal. $20. Sold $110.
No . 296. Plate Bloc k, NH . _. _. Cat. $1000. So ld $2000 .
No. 330. 5( Jamestown. NH . . Cal. $50 . Sold $170.
No. 401, 1t' Pan Pa cific . NH Cat. 59.50. Sol d $110 .
No . 446, 4, Line Pair , NH Cat. S3SO. Sold $750
No. 476. 20<Ullra. NH Cal. $70. Sold $200.
No. 403. PI. t. Block . . . . .. Cal. $2500. Sold $4000.

We will sell at Auction or buy outright
your qual ity U. S. stamps and covers.

Immediate cash payment on out right
purchases .

If your holdings are except ionally
valuable. our appraiser can visit you
in your home.

NO. 1 Unu sed
Cat. $700.
Sold for $1600.

r--------------------,
I

I have the following material that I would like Clip this coupon andmail it to us. Wewill contact. I
to sell. you immediately.

I I
I Descript ion : I
I II catalog (or estlma led) value: $ I
I Name Address I
I City Siale ZJp Te~phone I
I •

~--------------------~
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INTEGRITY
costs you nomore

- and it's nice
to know it's there.

WOLFFERS, tobesure.
Next Public Auctions

NOVEMBER 29, 30 & DECEMBER 1
JANUARY 10, 11 & 12

U.S.#121b, 1869, 30¢ flags inverted,
used -one of finest examples known .

Sold for $29,000 in April 1978 Sale

Catalog 3 weeks before sales.
BY MAil: Send name, address and $1.50.

l~!~l!~!t!!ntylJ£f!I§J!~rNC
127Kearny Street, SanFrancisco, California 94108· (415) 781-5127

# 591
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
T he only new au thor in th is issue is Leon Hyzen, writing about a cover
with th e desirable "Supplementary Mail " marking. Some new sub jects, however,
are addressed. In the Foreign Ma ils sec tion Cha rles J. Starnes has outlined and
illustrated mails to India in the classic period wit h authori ty an d cla rity. Some
side lights on Indian mails are d iscussed in the Cover Corner, too. Dale R.
Pulver 's fine rep ort on military mai ls during the Mexican War is conclude d,
as is th e informative ar ticle on fre igh t money covers by Cha rlcss Hahn.

Jerem y Wil son and John Kohlhepp disc uss the 1882 1O¢ re-engraved­
somewha t a stepc hild of collectors. Philip T. Wall's valuable series on the .5¢
New York contin ues with an acco un t of uses from outsi de New York City .

Th e usua l fine con tr ihutions by sec tion editors include an up da te on military
markings hy David T. Beals Ill , Creighton C. Hart' s fin al report on New York
postm arks, further informa tion on the Electric Spark affai r from Richard B.
Gra ham, an ar ticle on the 10¢ ra te to the Ori en t by Michael Laurence, and
Wa lte r Hubbard's intro duction to North German Lloyd service and sailings .
The Sailing Lists the mselves have been crowde d ou t un til February.

0-00:

Thi s is Issue No. 100- '1 mileston e perh ap s wor thy of some comme nt. Unlike
most centenarians, the Chronicle has not attained this venerable state hy ab­
stine nce from toh acco and alcohol, or conversely by their regular use, or even
by th e steady cons umption of yog ur t. Rather th e Chronicle's lon gevity can be
cred ite d to the backing of an active Socie ty with a loyal an d stim ulating mem­
bership, the dedica tion of section ed itors and contri hutor s alike, and the leader­
ship of some distingu ished edi tors . To represent all, th e names of these last
are appro pria te ly recalled : Tr acy VV. Simpso n, George E. Hargest , Richard B.
Graha m, Rob ert L. D. Davidson , and Edwin A. Christ.
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS - uspes - SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

wes

eSA - usee - APC

Phone: 513/831 .6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

W E BUY AND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN

AND CONFED ERATE COVERS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
FREIGHT MONEY COVERS
THE PRIVATE SAILING PACKET AND STEAMSHIP LETIER CHARGES AND MARKINGS

OF THE LATE 1830S AND EARLY 1840S
CHARLESS HAHN

(Continued from Chronicle 99:165)
All of the other cities in the United States, with one exception, had methods

of indicating freight money paid separately on the cover in their own particular
ways. For instance, Auburn, New York, indicated it very clearly by delineating
it as shown on the illustrated cover (Figure 10). I have another cover from
Auburn which has many scratched out rate markings from England due to
redirection which is not as clear as this, but I believe shows the freight money
charge under it all . A steamship is specified.

Figure 10. Here is a freight money cover from Auburn. N. Y., where .he pos'mas'er laid it all out, indica'ing
.he s'eam packet "pos'age" and .he inland pos'age on .he .wo sides of the top of .he leller. The BRISTOL
SHIP LETTER and .he Bri.ish pos'age are also on .he f,on' of .his par'icularly attraclive cover .

Richmond, Virginia, was another city which marked its covers for 20th
century philatelists very clearly. In the two illustrations shown (Figures 11 &
12), one is a steamship letter which shows a single 18%¢ postage on the face
of the letter, with handstamped PAID, while on the back of the letter is an­
other handstamped PAID and a handstamped STEAM and a manuscript 25.
The handstamps are in red. A sailing ship letter shows an 18~4¢ manuscript with
a handstamped PAID in blue while on the back of the letter is a PAID SHIP,
also in blue, and a 12~¢ manuscript. I have not seen enough covers to deter­
mine whether the use of blue for the sailing ship and red for the steamer was
Richmond's universal practice, though all five I have seen carry it out.

New Orleans merely handstamped PAID and double rated each cover, one
rating for the internal postage and the other rating for the steamer or sailing
ship freight money. On the 50 & 50 cover illustrated (Figure 13), it is manu­
script endorsed, "To be forwarded by first Liverpool Steamer". It went by a
Bristol steamer, but I assume it was good enough for the sender. On the Jan­
uary 14, 1848, cover pictured (Figure 14), the sailing packet freight money
is shown in manuscript at 12~ while the postage, which by that time had dropped

" to 1011, is handstamped on the cover.
Baltimore also double rated its covers and in manuscript added the word

"ship" as shown in the illustrations. (Figures 15 & 16).
228 Chronicle 100 / Novem ber 1978 / Vol. 30. No.4



Figure 11. Richmond fre ight mon ey mar king s were invar iably put on the reve rse of the cover , w ith STEAM
mark ing in red together w ith a PAID with the amount. The U.S. postage was noted on the front of th e cover
also with a PAID mark ing. This cove r has a BRISTOL SHIP LETTER and two British rating marks ow ing to
redirect ion .

Charleston , South Carolina, pro vides the most beautiful double han dstamp
of any city. In the illustra ted example (Figure 17) the 25¢ postage inland to
New York and the 25¢ freight mon ey for the Presid ent are each handstamp ed,
one in each corn er. Th e cover also presents other pleasant postmarks such as
the "MISSENT TO GLASGOW" the "TOO LATE ," possibly from New York.
and the ub iquitous "LI VERPOOL SHIP LETTER" on th e back.

The most commonly found rating is from Philadelphia and is undoubtedly
the most difficult to interpret because th e Phil ad elphia markings are always
combined into a sing le charge . The letter of September 12 illustrated (Figure
18) is a single letter by a sailing ship which combines a 12Jf¢ internal postage
charge and a 12)~¢ sailing packet charg e at 25. The $1.00 rate (F igure 19) is a
qua dru ple sailing ship charge with a 50¢ internal postage charge and a 50¢
sai ling packet freight money charge. The 37Jf¢ charge is for a single letter , the
12Jf¢ interna l postage to New York plus th e 25¢ freight money charge on the
steamer Li verpool (Figure 20).

I have appende d to this article a list of freight money covers known to me
with their dates and ra tings , and I have listed them separately chronologically
hy steams hip and by sailing ship. I shou ld be ha ppy if anyo ne who has freight
money covers would either sen d me th e information from them or office ph oto­
copi es; or, if th ere is a doubt, send me the covers th emselves and I will be
responsible for the return reg istra tion & postage in order to build up as com­
plete as possible a record of freight money covers existing in collections tod ay.
Th e editor of th is magazine and another magazine (in Great Britain) will be
happy to make this record pub licly available when we have more information
than we have today.
Chro n icle 100 / No vember 1978 / Vol. 30, No.4 229
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Figure 12. Here is an opened out coy er from Richmond showing the sailing packet freig ht monly mlrk ed
on Ihe back flap al 12V. " allhough Ihe I/o, marking is more imag inary Ihan real , as was Ihe eustem, As far
as I can determine the sailing packet charge was always marked in blue at Richmond. This co ver entered 'he
British post in London and received a Ship Letter marking Iher e, and fall s under the ad rale of the Uniform Act .

In summary, th e earliest ra ted freight money cover which I have seen is
dated Novembe r 11, 1838. Th e latest ra ted cover I have seen is th e extremely
late letter of Jan. 14, 1848, from New Orleans.

t ~ :-~· , ~"
! ~~C::~~e. ~L~

. '). "" " Ii ~

r ~ p v· l ?:'r~J~ ~

-' 1, ' 111'[(:

Figure 13. Here is a New Orlean. double . Ieamer letter .howing 50, freight mon ey and 50, postage plus ad
charged by Great Bril aln under the Unifor m Act . BRISTOL SHIP LETTER on the fron l .
230 Ch ronicle 100 / November 1978 / Vol. 30. No.4



Figure 14. A later New Orleans leiter of 1848 showi ng freight money of 12
'
12, for a uiling vessel and post age

of only 10¢ under the rales of th at yea r. 8ritish po sl age slill 8d for an inco ming ship leiter.

Documen tation as to the end of freigh t money period is difficult to obtain .
The practice was permi tt ed in th e Unite d States at least un til late 1847 as far
as the steamships were concern ed for a letter quoted by Reus sille from Robert H.
Morri s, postmaster at New York, to the postm aster at Baltimore dated Augus t
17, 1847, states that a letter b y th e steame r Sarah Sands "must pa y 25 cents for
every ha lf ounce, in addition to U.S. inland postage." This pr actice was dis­
continued officially afte r th e first U.S. owned and subsidized mail ste amship
had completed her first round trip (which began in New York June 2, 1847),
no doubt to att ract mails to thi s means of transatlantic convevance rather than
the Briti sh mail subs idized Cunarders. However , as the sailing ship letter of
1848 shows, that form of freight money con veyance was apparently allowed
to continue until it died a natural de ath because of the competition of the
U.S. subsidized steamships.

Figure 15. 8altimore mark ed t he f rei ght mon ey clearly but did n' t d ist ingu ish be tween sh ip and steem so the
charge mus' revea l it. Here is a ste ame r le"er wit h frei ght money at 25 ¢ and U.S. postage of 183At . British
pos t.ge 1/5 (before Uniform Act) and sl ep ped 8RISTOL SHIP LETTER.
Ch ro n icle 100 / No vember 1978 / Vo l. 30, No.4 231



STEAMERS
Dat e 6' City of Postmark
8/1 0 1838, H avana, Cu ba

12/ 5 1838. Ph ilad elp h ia
12/ 5 1838. Philadelp h ia

2/2 1 1839, Ba lt im ore

2/23 1839. Ph ila delphia
3/8 1839, Philadelphia
4/9 1839, Philade lphia
4/ 20 1839, Philadelphia
4/21 1839, Philadelphia
4/22 1839. Baltimore
8/ 2 1 1839, Richmond
8/ 23 1839, Phi ladelphia
8/ 28 1839, Au burn, N .Y.
9/ 19 1839, R ich m ond
9/28 1839, Balt imore
9/ 30 1839, Bal t imore

11/ 15 1839 , Philadelphia
12i l 3 1839 , Phi ladelphia
1/2 8 1840. Prescott, U.c.

2/ 5 1840, New Orleaus
3/1 8 1840. Philadelphia
3/3 0 1840. Baltimore
4/1 5 1840 , Ba ltimore
4/ 30 1840. Philadelphia
6/30 1840, Philadelp hia
6/30 1840, Philad el phia
6/30 1840, Philad elphia
7/ 31 1840, Philadelphia
8/ 15 1840. Ba ltimore
8/27 1840, Charleston

Rated
~o rating.

Single, combined 37Y2.
Single, combined 37Y2.

Single , 25 & 180/4 .

Sing le , combined 37Y2.
Double , combined 75.
Single, com bine d 37Y2.
Single, co m bi ne d 37Y2.
Double, combined 75.
Triple , 75 &: 56yt .
Single , 25 & 180/4 .
Sin gle, combined 37Y2.
Sing le , 25 & 18%­
Single, 25 &: 180/4 .
Quadruple , 1.00 &: 75.
Si ng le. 25 &: 180/4 .
Single , combi ned 37Y2.
Quad., co m hi ned 1.50
Single, 25 &: 180/4 , no
Can. (O H MS) .
Doub le , 50 &: 50
Single , com bine d 37Y2.
Triple, 75 &: 56yt.
Double, 50 &: 37Y2'
Single, co m bined 37Y2.
Single , combined 37Y2'
Doub le, combined 75.
Single, com bined 371f2.
Single, combined 37Y2'
Single, 25 &: 180/4 .
Single, 25 &: 25, both
hd stp.

R emarks
Via NY Iwdr, H eckschers Coster & Matfeld
(Da ted 12/ 5 / 38) p . SS LIVERPOOL. Fig.
9a &: 9b .
Steamer LIVERPOOL.
1'. LIVERPOOL, MV ret. from NY . Fig.
20.
P. G REAT WESTERN. 6th R V fro m
~.Y. Fig. 15.
P. G REAT WESTERN , as above.
P. LIVERPOOL. 2nd RV.
BRISTOL Q UEEN.
P. GREAT W ESTERN , 7th RV.
As above.
As above .
P. LIVERPOOL, 5th RV .
As above.
Stea msh ip . Fig. 10.
P. G REAT WESTERl': . 10th RV . Fig. I I.
BR ITISH QUEEN. MV ret.
As a bove.
P. G R EAT WESTE RN , 11t h RV.
1'. LIVERPOOL, last V. for 1st ow ners.
1'. BRITISH QUEE~.

P. G R EAT WESTER".
P. G R EAT W ESTER N.
P. BRITISH QUEE~, 4th RV .
GREAT WESTERN .
GREAT WESTERN .
1'. GR EAT WESTER" .
As above.
As above.
P. BRI TISH Q UEEN, 6th RV.
1'. GREAT WESTERN .
PR ESIDENT. Fig. 17.

/

I
!'--.,

Figure 16. Here Is I Bllt imare soiling picket eever, I qUldruple rote, showing the 'relght money It SOl! Ind
pastlge It 75¢. Nale, once I g l ln, thll I ship is I ship 10 the Blltimore poslmaster whelher it Is I soiling ves..1
or I steamship .
232 Ch ron icle 100 / November 1978 / Vol. 30. No.4



Date & City of Postmark
9/ 24 1840. New O r leans

11/ 30 1840. Philadelphia
12 / 2 1840 . London . U .c.

12/4 1840 . Auburn . N. Y.
3/27 1841 . Ne w Orleans
,)/2 1 1841. Philad elphia
4/3 0 1841 . Philadelphia
8/7 18-11 . Philadelphia
4/ 16 1842. Ne w Orleans
8/1 0 1842. Philad elphia

10/ 6 1842. Ba lt im ore

4/ 26
5/ 9

11/3
11/ 5
2/ 22

1843. New Orleans
1843. Ne w O rl eans
1844 . Philadelphia
1844 . Philadelphia
1847. Baltim or e

R ated
Double . 50 & 50 .
Doub le. com bi ned 75 .
Double . 50 & 50.
Ca n . 1/6.
Single. 25 & 180/4.
Sing le . 25 & 25 .
Double . com bi ned 75.
Single . com bined 37Y2 '
Sing le . com bined 37Y2'
Double . 50 & .~O .

T r ipl e . com bi ne d 1.121/ 2,
Sing le. 25 & 180/4 .

Double. :; 0 & 50.
Single. 25 & 2.~ .

Dou bl e . co mbi ned 75.
Double. combined 75.
Single. 25 & 5 .

R emarks
First L 'pool Steamer. Fig . 13.
1'. BRITISH QU EEN . 8th R\·.
1'. G REAT W ESTER N .

As a bo ve .
1'. BRITISH QUEEN. via NY.
1'. G R EAT W EST ER N .
..\ s above.
G REAT W ESTERN .
1'. Steame r.
G REAT WESTERN .
1'. BRITISH Q U EEN . of on ly 3 V. un
de r Bel gia n a usp ices.
1'. GREAT W EST ER N .
1'. G REA T W EST ERN .
1'. G REAT W EST ER N .
As above .
SARAH SAN DS.

Figure 17. A Charleston freight money cove r shows postage of 251' on one corner and freight money of 251'
on the other . Via the SS "Pres ident ," Othe, attractive markings are vis ible.

Figure 18. Single leller from Philadelph ia with 121h¢ freight money for sailing packet and 121h¢ postage
combined into 25¢ rate.
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P . SOUTH AMER ICA.

P. CO LU MBUS. Fig. 19.

Fig. 18.
P. Havre Lin e Packet.

P. SHER IDAN pkt. 25th Jan., NY-Lp l.

R emarks

Fig. 16.

COLU~fBUS via Lpl.
Pk t 26t h May from NY.

P. IND EPEND ENCE. Fwd from L'pool
to Widderminster.
Fig. 8.

P. GA RR ICK (Dramatic Line) .
P. CHA MPLAIN.
Via New York.
P. Lo ndo n pkt 20th May.

Via NY.

Via NY. Fig. 7.

P. next Liverpool pkt from NY.
Via NY.

Single. 12Y2 & 25.
Can.7d.
Sing le. 12Y2 & 25,
Can 4V2d .
Qu ad .• combin ed 1.00.
Qu ad ., com bined 1.00.
Quadruple. 50 & 75.
Double. 25 & 37Y2'
Sing le, 12V2 & 25.
Ca n .4V2d .
Q ua d. , com bined 1.00.
Qua dru ple. 50 & 75.
Triple. 37Y2 & 56\4 .
Triple. comb. 75¢.
Dou ble. combined 50.
Dou ble. 25 & 37V2.
Single. 12V2 & 1 8~ .

Sing le. combi ne d 25.
Single. 12V2 & 18% .
Double. combined 50.
Single, combined 25.
Double. com bi ned 50.

SAILING SHIPS
R ated

Double. com bined 50.
Single. combined 25.
Sing le. com bined 25.
Quad .• com bi ned 1.00.
Single. 12V2 & 18~.

Ca n.4Y2d .
Qua druple. 50 & 75.
Sing le, com bined 25.
Sing le. 12V2 & 25.
Can. 7d.
Qua dru p le. 50 & 75.
Trip le. 37Y2 & 56\4 .
Quadruple , 50 & 75.
Sing le, combined 25.

3/ 17 1839. Baltimor e
3/3 0 1839. Baltimore
3/3 1 1839. Baltimore
4/6 1839. Philad elphia

4/22 1839. Hamilton, U.C.

4/12 1839. Guelph. U.C.

1/10 1840. Philad elphia
1/11 1840. Baltimore
2/6 1840. Baltimor e
2/24 1840. Philad elphia
3/9 1840. Philadelphia
4/ 26 1840, Baltimore
5/17 1840. Baltimore
6/12 1840. Philadelphia
1/ 23 1841. Baltimore
2/7 1841. Philadelphia
4/ 18 1841. Philadelphia
4/31 1841. Phi lad elphia

Date rI:r City of Postmark
8/7 1837. Philadelphia
9/ 12 1838. Philad elphia

11/30 1838. Philadelphia
12/ 31 1838. Philadelphia

1/7 1839. Lou ghbo ro ,
U.C.

2/ 16 1839. Baltimore
2/1 8 1839. Philadelphia
2/ 20 1839. Gue lph . U.C .

8/ 25 1839. Philadelphia
8/ 25 1839. Philadelphia
9/2 2 1839, Baltimore

12/ 23 1839, Baltimore
1/1 1840, H amilton. U.C .

Figure 19. Philedolphle merlcing shows quedruplo seiling pecket fre ight monoy end US postego comb,'nod
into $1.00 ..ting merked PAID. . .
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Date & Ci ty of Post mark
3/30 1842. Bal timore
1/ 22 1842. Ri chmond

4/ 2i 1842. R ichmond
6/6 1842. Richmond
i /I 5 1842. Ri chmond
3/3 18·13. Bal t imore
3/ II 1843. Philadelphia
i / IO 18·1 3 . Bal t im ore
3/ 9 1844. Baltimore
6/6 18·)·1. New Orlean s
i /6 1844 . Ri chmond

10/ 29 1844. Baltimore
) / 8 18·1 5 . Baltimore
1/1 ·) 1818. :-Ie\\' O rl ean s

R at ed

Dou b le , 2" &: 3i Y2'
Sing le . 12'12 &: 25 .

Single. 12 '12 &: 25 .
Single . 12'12 &: 18:YI'
Sing le . 12'12 &: 18311 .
Doub le , 25 &: 3iY2'
T ri p le . co m bi ne d 75 .

Double . 20 &: 37'12 '
Douhle . 25 &: 37'12'
Single . 12'12 &: 25.
Sing le . 12 '12 &: 183;1 .
Single . 12 '12 &: 18% .
Double . 25 &: 37'12'
Single. 12 '12 '" 10.

R ema rks
P. Lo n do n pkt 1st Ap ri l.
Duplicat e n ot ed sen t by G REAT W EST ­
ER:'\' .
P. London p kt 1st May .
Lond on p k t 10th June. Fig. 12.
1st sa il ing pkt NY·Lp l.

r . SII EFFI EL f) .

l .pl . p kt II th March from N \' .

1'. p kt from :,\,Y.

Ist sa iling p kt , \' ia :'II\' . Fig . 11.

Figure 20. Here is I Philadelphia s'eam freight money cover with 25¢ for the steimer "Liverpool" combined
with 12'h¢ U.S. postage in a single rating, stamped PAID. British incoming ship le"er rate of ad on face.
NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONALS INITIALED "ACM"
USED ON COVERS ADDRESSED TO NEW YORK CITY

PHILIP T. WALL

The 1978 edition of Scott's Specialized Catalog at United States Stamps states
that the New York Postmaster's Provisional is known used from Albany, Balti­
more, Boston, Charleston, S. c., Elizabethtown, N. J., New Hamburgh, N. Y.,
Philadelphia, Sing Sing, N. Y., and Washington, D. C.

Various philatelic writers in the past have reported uses from Jersey City,
N. J., Providence, R. 1., Hamilton, Canada, Alexandria, D. C., and Oswego, N. Y.
One expert committee has issued a certificate that would seem to indicate it was
certifying a use from Richmond, Virginia.

My research has failed to uncover any evidence of covers on which this stamp
was used from either Elizabethtown, N. J., or Alexandria, D. C., to New York City.

In my opinion, the only conclusivel y proven uses are from Albany, Boston,
Hamilton, Canada, Jersey City , New Hamburg, Philadelphia, Sing Sing, and
Washington, D. C. The Baltimore listing should not be included because the only
two recorded covers bearing copies of 9Xl are in fact route agents' markings of
agents for the Baltimore Railroad. The Charleston listing is at best doubtful, and
the Oswego, Providence, and Richmond items should not have been included
in such a listing. These uses will be covered in the order mentioned above, and
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in conclusion I shall discuss three covers purported to be drop letter covers , each
of which is a fake .

ALBANY
1. Four margin single, position 1, tied by two strikes of curved red PAID

(the cover has one additional strike of this same marking) plus red "5" in upper
right corner and postmarked "Albany Nov 15 [1845] N.Y.' and is addressed to
"Mr. M. Gleeson, 4 Platt Street, New York." This cover was Lot 97 in the Caspary
sale held by H. R. Harmer, Inc. , November 15, 1955, and sold for $1,400 (Figure
1).

Figur. 1. New York 5¢ used from Albany on Nov. 15, 1845.

2. Pair, apparently with four margins, positions 4 and 5, tied by several hori­
zontal blue pen strokes. This cover has one strike of the curve d red PAID and in
the upper right corner is a strike of the number "10." It is postmarked "Albany Nov
11 [1845] N.Y." and is addressed to "Mr. M. Gleeson, 4 Platt Street, New York."
This cover was in the Emerson and Consul Klep collections and was Lot 4 in the
Krug sale held by Robert A. Siegel May 21, 1958, and realized $600.

BOSTON
There are more recorded uses of 9Xl to New York City from Boston than

from any other city. The largest collection of the 5¢ New York ever formed (over
850 copies) was assembled by Henry G. Lapham of Boston . Charles J. Phillips ,
writing in Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News on April 23, 1928, reported that Lapham
had exhibited his collection at the Collectors Club of New York on April 4 of that
year and that he showed "three covers with strips of four [of the 5¢ New York],
two of which were used from Boston to New York." I have no other record of
these covers, and they were not specifically metioned in the writeup of his col­
lection when he exhibited his provisionals at Tipex in New York City in 1936.

Many of these items are addressed to the shipping firm of Howland and
Aspinwall . For some reason, the name of the addressee has been cut out of several
of these covers ; in some instances it has been replaced. Many of these items are
only parts of covers, and, in some cases, should probably more accurately be
described as being on piece rath er than as covers.

1. Four margin strip of 3, positions 6, 7, 8 on part of cover front, with hori ­
zontal crease across all three stamps. The middle stamp is tied by red "Boston
Mar 1 Mass." The cover front has a curved red PAID and manuscript "15." This
item was Lot 98 in the Caspary sale by Harmer and sold for $625. It last sold for
$775 as Lot 11 in the Siegel sale of February 24, 1965.

2. Strip of three, cut into at left top and right, positions 3, 4, 5, tied by curved
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red PAID(s). This is postm arked "Boston Feb 20 Mass" and has a manuscript "15"
in upper right and man uscr ipt "Paid" at lower left. Part of the address has been
removed and then replaced. This reads "Howland and Aspinwall, New York."

3. Four margin horizontal pair, positions 23 and 24 (left stamp close at top) ,
tied to small cover by curved red PAID. Th e left stamp has a faint crease and the
pair is in the upper left corner perpend icular to the cover. Th e postmark reads
"Boston Apr 7 10 cts." There is a man uscript "Postpaid" in the lower left com er.
The name of the addressee has been cut out but cover shows it was sent to "New
York: ' Th is cover was Lot 100 in the Caspary sale and sold for $420.

4. Four margin horizontal pair, positions 22 and 23, bo th stamps tied by
red Boston postmark "Boston Jan 31 Mass: ' This cover has a str aight line red
PAID (Boston marking) at upper right and a manuscript marking that is probably
meant to be "10." In the lower left is a black manuscript "U, S. Mail Paid" on two
lines. The cover is addressed to "Messrs. Howland and Aspinwall, New York."
This item has Philatelic Foundation Certificate 42,433 and is both ex Emerson
and ex Caspary where as Lot 99 it sold for $410. Th is cover was Lot 31 in the
Siegel sale of Novemb er 19, 1964, where it realized $900. In 1976 it sold privately
for $3,000 (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Pair of New York 5¢ paying double rate 'rom Bolton to New York.

5. Vertical pair, upper left comer (th e top stamp is cut into at bottom right).
The postmark is smudgy but apparently reads "Boston Apr 13 Mass." The name
of the addressee has be en cut out. The only record I have of this item is that it
was Lot 5 in the Irwin Heiman Sale (Col. Green Part XXIV) held January 8,1946,
at which time it realized $170.

6. Horizontal pair , upper left corner of cover , manuscript "Postp aid" in lower
left corner. It is postmarked "Boston 23 Dec" and the name of the addressee is cut
out. This item is repo rted to be ex Seybold. PFC 7,939 found these stamps were
not used on this cover.

7. I have seen an auction catalog clipping described as Lot 56 which is
either a folded letter or part of a cover front with a hori zont al pair, apparently
tied by a circular grid and with a manuscript "Paid" in the upper right and post­
marked "Boston 11 Nov 10 cts." No other information is available on this item.

8. Four margin single, position 9, in upper left comer tied by two black pen
strokes that form a rough "s" , This cover has a light postmark "Boston Oct 24
Mass", magenta manuscript "5" in upper right corne r, and a str ike of the curved
red PAID. In lower left is black manuscript "U, S. M:' and "Paid" which has been
crossed out. This fold ed letter is addressed to "H owland and Aspinwall, New
York, N.Y:' and has PFC 42,443. This cover sold privatel y for $1,500 in 1976
(Figure 3).

9. Four margin single, position 29, black pen cancelled and not tied on
folded letter with indi stinct red postmark. This cover has the curved red PAID
and manuscript "5" in upper right comer and black manuscript "U.S. Mail" and
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"Paid" in lower left corner. The cover is addressed to "Howland & Aspinwall,
New York, N.Y." and as Lot 10 in the Siegel sale held October 19, 1976, it sold for
$1,650 to a New York dealer .

10. Four margin single with a scuff at upper right , position 2, tied by black
pen cancel and faint red postmark "Boston Oct 18 [1845] Mass." This folded let­
ter is addressed to "Wm. A. Sale, Jr. , Esq., New York" and has a curved red
PAID, a manuscript "5" near the upper right corner and a manuscript "U. S. Mail
Paid" on two lines at lower left. Th is item is ex Hind and sold for $480 as Lot 17
in the Daniel F. Kelleher, Inc., sale of October 4, 1974. It has PFC 47,004.

n . Four margin single, position 30, cancelled by two black pen strokes and
barely tied to cover by light postmark "Boston Ll Apr [1846] 5 cts." The cover
has a straight line red PAID plus a manuscript "Paid" in upper left corner. The
stamp has a light crease from a fold in the cover which is addressed "Messrs.
Platt & Brothers, Maiden Lane, New York." Th is cover realized $750 as Lot 47
in the Kelleher sale of October 4. 1974. It has PFC 18,773.

12. Four margin single (close at lower right), position 21, placed upside
down in upper left corner and tied by messy red crayon. The postmark reads "Bos­
ton 26 [ul 5 cts." The cover is addressed "Messrs. Howland and Aspinwall [cut
out and replaced] New York." It last sold for $900 as Lot 7 in the Sotheby Parke
Bernet sale held November 21, 1977. This cover has PFC 22,939.

Figur. 3. Singl. 5t Now York us.d from Boston to Now York.

13. Four margin single, position 14, tied by beautiful strike of square red
grid . This cover has a curved red PAID and light "Boston 7 Mar 5 cts." The name
of the addressee has been cut out but it apparently was Howland and Aspinwall
in New York. This cover was Lot 23 in the sale of the Moody Collection by Harm­
er on October 23, 1950 and realized $170 at that time .

14. Single with apparently four margins in upper left corner, cancelled with
an almost perfect "X" in manuscript and tied by light postmark "Boston Nov 8
Mass(?)." This cover has a curved red PAID and manuscript "5." The only record
I have shows that it sold for $90 as Lot 15 in the October 30, 1939, sale held by
Harmer, Rooke, Ltd. , when the Stephen D. Brown collection was sold.

1Q. Four margin single in upper left corner placed sideways on cover, can­
celled but not tied and has light postmark "Boston 18 Mar 5 cts.' This cover is
addressed to "Messrs. Howland & Aspinwall, New York," and sold for $120 as
Lot 3 in the Harmer sale held November 13, 1962.

16. Single on small par t of cover front tied by indistinct Boston postmark.
The piece also has a curved red PAID and manuscript "5." PFC 32,471 says this
item is genuine. No other definite information is available, but this item may have
been Lot 6 in the Sotheby Parke Bernet sale of November 21, 1977. If this is cor­
rect, it realized $600 at that time.

•T o be con i i n ucd j
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t:~ PHILATELIC BillLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Lite rature

PHILATELIC LIBRARY
of a

WESTERN GENTLEMAN
We a re pleased to announce the pu rchase of a major p hilate lic libr ary from

the esta te of a Western Gen tlema n for stock. This libr ar y totals about 4 ,000
volumes w ith a shipping w e ig ht of 7,000 lbs., con d itio n is uniform ly e xce llen t.

This lib ra ry is limited to ph ilate lic boo ks on all p hases of US a nd CSA plus
some early Brit ish Jo urn als . The vo lume s ran ge from comple te runs of im­
po rta nt journals and auct ion cata logs to the var iou s ed ition s, p resen tat ion an d
author copies o f the standard w o rks by Ashb rook, Broo kman, Die tz, Jo h l, e tc.
to runs of dea le r p rice lists. O ld rari tie s su ch as a com p le te run of th e STAMP
COLLECTORS MAGAZ INE, 186 3-1 8 72 in the pub lishers b ind ing to su ch recen t
major works as an or ig ina l set of Ashb roo k's SPECIAL SERVICE in custom book
bo xe s are a lso present.

The au ction cata log s ar e mo st significa nt, w e now hav e three se ts of th e
Fer rari cata logs, H. R. Harmer complete fro m the ea rly 193 0's, Siege l, Fox and
Har me r Roo ke from the 1940's . There are a fe w du pli cates of major sales p lus
runs of such nam e hou ses as Fe rryma n, Pe lander, Kess le r, Ge rbe r, Barr , Pool,
Mozian, Pol litz, Robson Lowe, etc.

To p rovid e space for proper so rt ing and catalog ing w e are now offering
long runs as complet e uni ts such as STAMPS, GOSS IP, WESTERN, MEKEEL'S,
AMERICAN PHILATELIST, SCOTT'S CATALOGS fro m 1900, etc. The se runs w ill
not be broke n or so ld to parties that do not inte nd to p reserve the m intact .

In Fe brua ry , 1979 we w ill issue a specia l net price cata log of scarcer US
philate lic lite ra tu re from th is lib ra ry p lus o ur regula r stock . This list ing wi ll pr ice
the va rio us vol umes depending on the ex act print ing , state and condition of
ava ilab le co p ies . These descript ion s ar e g iving us a p lace to record our notes
o n pr int ings, ed itions , b indings, and coll ati on fo r w orks tha t are no t listed in
our regu la r stock cata log .

The Cata log of the Weste rn Ge nt lem an 's Librar y wi ll be $2 .50 post pa id
w ith all copies mailed on the same da y to g ive eve ryon e a cha nce at the
ra ritie s. Ou r regular customers w ill rece ive a co py of th is catalog grat is.

OUR THIRD
O ur thi rd Stoc k Cata log of philate lic lite ra tu re is ava ilable upon request .

COPYRIGHT
The ne w copyright law has forced us to re fuse to ta ke a ny pa rt in th e re­

p roduct ion of any mat eri al w ithout a prope r re lease o f US a nd or Inte rnationa l
Co pyrig ht Laws . Please don 't ask!

PS
WE STILL BUY

Leonard H . Hartmann
Post Offic e Box 21397 Louisville. Ky. 40221

I

:....-@rtii1sritiir7)imt'mrt\i 'trirmf1tfrmrTIif7iutill7:flliifit~_~1IJf)lli~,
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THE PRESTAMP AND

STAMPLESS PERIOD
KENNETH R. DE LISLE, Editor
HANDLING THE U. S. MILITARY MAILS DURING THE WAR
WITH MEXICO: 1846-48

DALE R. PULVER

(Continued from Ch ronicle 99:175)

INTRODUCTION

In this final installment we turn our attent ion to the military mail which
passed through the Mexican port of Veracruz following the invasion of central
Mexico in the spring of 1847. Also, we shall discuss the milita ry operations in
California.

HISTORICAL NOTES

As early as the fall of 1846 military experts in Washington realized that
the thrust from the north would not suffice to force the Mexican government
to capitulate to the territorial demands being made of them. To continue the
attack southward would stretch the supply lines beyond reason and expose
General Taylor's army to encirclement. Thus, President Polk ordered a plan
for penetrating the country from the east coast with the object of capturing
the Mexican capital. Gen. Winfield Scott was selected to command the opera­
tion and undertook elaborate preparations dur ing the winter of 1846-47.

For this ambitious endeavor Scott assembled an army of nearly 10,000
troops at Lobos Island, a sandbar lying seven miles off the Mexican mainland
southeast of Tampico. From this stagi ng area he moved his forces by ship to
Veracru z and on March 9th, 1847, 4,000 soldiers were landed on a beach south
of the city in what is considered the U. S. Army's first amphibious military
operation. Realizing that frontal attack on the heavily fortified port would
involve excessive losses, Scott chose instead to lay siege to the city. He posi­
tioned his men and art illery in a seven-mile arc encircling the western ap­
proaches and completely cut communicat ions with the interior. Following
a heavy bombardment, the authorities in Veracru z finally surrendered on
March 29th. Scott then disarmed and relea sed the Mexican forces and immedi­
ately organized for the march on Mexico City, which lay 200 miles to the
west beyond a lofty range of mountains.

He wasted no time in dispatching advance units toward Jalapa since he
was anxious to reach higher elevations and avoid any possible outbreak of
yellow fever amongst his troops. After a four -day march the Americans halted
below a village called Cerro Gordo when it was learned that the Mexican
General Santa Anna , in command of some 11,000 troops , had thrown up a
strong defensive position there. A fierce battle followed on April 17 and 18
but the Americans out-maneuvered Santa Anna's forces and routed them com­
pletely.

Scott pressed onward, occupied Jalapa, and by May 15th was in posses­
sion of Puebla, having experienced only scattered resistance along the way.
For the next ten weeks Gen. Scott remained in Puebla, reinforcing and retrain­
ing his army. On August 7th the Americans began marchin g toward their
final objective. Scott's army, now 14,000 strong and grouped into four divisions
(commanded by Generals Worth, Pillow, Twiggs, and Quitman), would soon
face its severest test. In those days the population of the city of Mexico was
about 200,000 and Santa Anna was determined to thwart any attempted occu­
pation. For this purpose he had managed to assemble a defensive force three
times larger than the American army and had the distinct advantage of fixed
fortifications.
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THE WAR IN CENTRAL
MEXICO: 1547-48

TAMPlCO.J'

Figure 1. Map of central area of Mexi co showing towns along 'he invasion rout • .

Once again , however, events favored the American forces . In a series of
full -blown battles which took place between August 20th and Sptember 13th,
the shrewd American commanders always seemed to make fortuitous decisions
which kept the Mexicans off balance and which resulted in brilliant military
victories. And so, at 7:00 A.M., September 14, 1847, the American flag was
hoisted over the Mexican Nation al Palace. Sporatic guerrilla activity continued
for some days but Scott's forces remained firmly in control of the first enemy
capital ever conquered by U. S. forces. And so it was until June of the following
year (1848) when the troops were withdrawn after ratification of the Treaty
of Guadelupe. It is curious that this amazing feat did not earn for General
Scott the place in history he clearly deserved as one of the ablest U. S. military
commanders of the 19th century.

HANDLING THE MAILS

Obviously, since Veracruz was the main transfer point for personnel and
supplies, it became also the focal point for the handling of mail. With rare
exceptions (see Figure 14 in the previous installment), all letters to and from
military personnel involved in this campaign were processed through the
provisional post office established there by the U. S. authorities.

The exact date this office began service is not known , but it is safe to
assume it was soon after the surrender of Veracruz. There were several thou ­
sand American troop s in the area and means for dealing with their corre­
spondence was of utmost importance.

As Scott's army moved inland, the movement of mail became more difficult.
The road from Veracruz to Puebla and Mexico was long and mountainous.
Furthermore, there was a great deal of guerrilla activity, and mail transfer
relied on the wagon supply trains which could move safely only under heavy
escort. The timing of these trips was very irregular, helping to explain the
sometimes long delays between the datelines on letters and the Veracruz
postmark dates. Matters improved, however, once Mexico City was secured
and more troops could be assigned to the protection of the wagon convoys.
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HANDSTAMPS USED AT VERACRUZ, 1847-48

VERA CRUZ
MEX JULY 1

Type I

VERA CRUZ
MEXICO

OCTOBER 18

Type III

VBRA CRUZ
MEXO, FEB 25

Type V

VERA CR.UZ

MEXICO MARCH 20

Type VII

VERA CRUZ
JULY 1 x

VERA CRUZ
MEXO OCT 3

Type II

VERA CRUZ
MEXO NO 23

Type IV

VERA CRUZ
MEXO, MARCH 9

Type VI

VERA CRUZ
MEXJCO APRIL so

Type VIII

1010
Type IX (eJ (b)

Rele Slemps
(e)

HANDSTAMPS
I have no evidence to show the use of handstamps at any place other than

Veracruz. Manuscript town names used as postmarks are found, but we shall
discuss these later. Like their counterparts in the north, the Veracruz hand­
stamps were fashioned from printers typ e in a number of different settings.
All are of the "straightline" form, except that the later ones were enclosed in
a rectangular box. Also, as we saw for the Jostmarks for Pt. Isabel and Brazos,
the various Veracruz marks were emplo ye for fixed periods of time , with no
two being in concurrent service.
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TABLE I
POSTAL MARKINGS USED AT VERACRUZ

T ow lI Nmn r
T y pe JVa III e Size , m m . l nrlu siue Dales of Use (app rox.)

I. Double VER A CRuZ .~ 8 x 4 \ Ia rch , 184i -end of Sep t.
Straigh t line \ I EX , Mo., Day

II , Double VERA CRUZ <;8 x 4 Early October, 184i
Stra igh t line MEXO , xro. Day

II I. T riple VE RA CR UZ Unk nown Lat e October , 184;
Straigh t lin e MEX ICO (Prob . 36x3)

Month . Day
IV, Dou bl e " ER A CR UZ .~6 x ;I Xo vernher , December , 184;

Stra igh t lin e MEXO , Mo., Da y Ear ly j a n ua ry, 1848
V, Do uble VER A CR UZ 31 x 4.5 \ Iid -j anu ary-end of

Stra igh t line MEXO , xto.. Da\ Februa ry, 1848
VI. Boxed Double " ER A CR UZ 36 x 3.;; Ea r ly ~ l ~ rch , 1848

St ra igh t line \I EXO , ~ l p " Day 12 x 18 (box)
VI I. Boxed Double VE RA CR UZ 23 x 2.5 La te \ la rch

Stra igh t lin e \I EXI CO , xro., Day 36 x 18 (box)
VII I. Boxed Double VERA C RU Z 30 x 4.5 Apri l-j u ne, 1848

Stra igh t line MEXI CO , xro., Day 36 x 18 (box)
IX, Box ed Double VE RA C R UZ 30 x 4.5 Late ./u ne & j ul v. 1848

St rai ght line Month , Da\ ' :16 x 18 (box)

I have classified a total of nine major types ; these are described in Table I
in order of clrronological appearance along with tracings of the postmarks,
Once again, the dating is derived from my knowl edge of covers from several
sources and may not be precise, Readers can assist by advising me of dated
letters in their possession which fall outside the listed time limits,

Also shown are tracings of three different handstamp rate marks . Manu­
script rate notations were applied to letters through Veracruz until about the
end of September. Both the "X" (a) and "10" (b) rat e stamps are found used
with the Type III postmark. The "10" with larger ciphers (c) is first encountered
after January, 1848, and persisted until the end of the occupation.

It hardly seems necessary to describe in great detail the various markings ;
but a few comments should pro ve helpful. Type I, shown on the cover in
Figure 2, is relatively common, being in use from shortly after the capture
of Veracruz until the end of Septemb er of that same year. I ve seen only manu­
script rate notations on letters with this postmark. Type II is similar except
the large "MEX" in the second line has been replaced by "MEXO" in slightly
smaller type.

. .'

ftJ j

Figur. 2. L.tt. r front . ddr ....d to Pennsy lv.ni. shows • c1••r strike of the Typ. I postmark dat.d July 7
(1847), Not. " CRUZ" is . Iign.d abou t 1 mm high.r th an " VERA", (Courtesy of Edw.rd Gla..),
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During the latter part of October, 1847, a triple straightline arrangement,
with MEXICO spelled out, was employed. This is designated Type III, and
since I've seen only a catalog illustration of it , I do not know its precise measure­
ments. But the form of the town name seems to match that of Type IV, which
is illustrated on the cover shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3 . This leller showing the Type IV handstamp and (bl rate mark was written by Charles Nlylor.
Milita ry Governor of Mexico City on October 30. It required almost exactly I month to reich and be
processed through Veracruz .

In March, 1848, the so-called "boxed" Veracruz postmarks came into use.
Early in the month we find a relatively large box (42 x 18 mm) enclosing a
double straightline setting of the same dime nsions as the Type IV postmark.
Later in the month a box with a smaller horizontal dimens ion (36 x 18 mm)
was adopted, with the name VERA CRUZ in small Roman characters. This
is Type VII and is illustrated on the cover in Figure 4. This smaller box, with
the right hand vertical bar about 1 mm tall er than the one on the left, persisted
through two more changes of the inscribed name and date settings.

About April 1st the small VERA CRUZ was substituted with bolder letters,
probably the same name block as used in the Type V postmark. This boxed
arrangement is Type VIII. No further changes were made until almost the end
of the occupation when the word "MEXICO" was dropped from the second
line to give the format designated Type IX. Only June and July dates (1848)
are seen with this type, and one is illustr ated in Alex ter Bra ake's book: Texas:
Th e Drama of its Postal Past, p. 217.

I have no explanation why so man y different postmarks were used at
Veracruz . Perhaps the person in charge felt that as they became worn they
just ought to be changed. Perhaps he wanted to copy the style of contemporary
postmarks used in the Mexican post office .. . they were very similar. We shall
probably never know the answerl

From the standpoint of scarcity, Types II , III, VI, VII , and IX are en­
countered far less frequently than the others. One needs only to consider the
period of use to arrive at this conclusion, and it is borne out by the lists
I have compiled. At least one variety exists which could be listed as Type IlIa;
the first two letters of "MEXICO" were transposed so it read "EMXICO".
This variety is illustrated in Sampson's American Stampless Cover Catalog .
So much for the Veracruz handstamps.

Manuscript town names were applied to soldiers' letters just as they were
in the north. I personally have no knowledge of Veracruz being indicated
244 Ch ron icle 100 / Novem ber 1978 / Vo l. 30. No. 4
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fi gu re 4. This letter shows th e scarce Type VII boxed postma rk da ted March 20, 1848 , w ith the small
" VERA CRUZ". The rat e mar k (c) has been cross. d ou t an d O.P.S. (On Public Serv ice) added to d enote
no postage wa s due. (Courtesy of Jerome Schwimmer ).

in this way, but would not be surprised if it was in those few days following
the landing and during the siege of Veracru z (March 10-29, 1847). I hav e
seen manuscript town names from Jalapa, Puebla, and Rio Frio. Th ese were
all locations on the Veracruz-Mexico City road where U. S. troops were gar­
risoned . I suspect there were others . I know of two letters from Puebla mailed
to Ohio which have a manuscript postmark, but for some reaso n did not receive
the Veracruz handstamp . Figure 5 shows a let ter from Rio Frio which had both.

U
f
.! ' ./ .

·r

.'

,
I

F )

Figur e S. This lett er has bath a ms . po stmark , Rio frio , Mexico, May the 7th, and a Type VIII Veracrul
ha ndstamp dated May 11th (1848). Rio fr io w.. mid way b et w een Mex ico City an d Pueblo , so the four
day trans it to Veracrur wa s r~ther h st servi ce . (Courtesy of Edwa rd Glass ).

THE CAPTURE OF CALIFORNIA
It was no secret that the vast Mexican territories bordering the Pacific

Ocean (vi z. Upper Californ ia) were covet ed by U. S. "expansionists." Th e war
with Mexico provided a convenient pretext to seize the se lands. This seizure
Chron icle 100 / Xovem ber 1978 / Vol. 30, No .4 245
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was accomplished using both naval and arm y forces. As early as 1845 U. S. naval
vessels were sent to patrol the waters off California. Some time later, Captain
John C. Fr emont was sent to northern California ostensibly for scientific and geo­
graphical exploration. In the summer of 1846, Col. Stephen W . Kearny formed a
small army of fronti ersmen ("Army of the West") at Ft. Leavenworth and set out
to capture Santa Fe. This was accomplished by mid-August. Here the force
was divided, with Col. Doniphan moving south towards Chihuahua, and Kearny,
with 300 men, heading westward to California. Meanwhile the army and navy
forces alread y there had succeeded in a series of tenuous occupations of Mexi­
can towns up and down the coast. But the Mexicans revolted and the American
garrisons were too weak and too widely dispersed to maintain control of the
territory. In earl y December, Kearny's weary men finally made contact with
their comrades in southern California and were enou gh to decide the outcome
of several battles around San Diego and Los Angeles in favor of the Americans.
California was finally secured.

~

J

Figure 6. Leiter to Ohio from Lt. William T. Sherman while he was stationed with the army In California.
Wrilten March 12, 1847 , it shows a faint NY/SHIP • 12 cis . circular handstamp dated July 21. (Courtesy Ohio
Historical Society).

One can imagine the difficulties of mail communication. Vast distances
separated these men from the towns and cities on what was then the western
U. S. frontier. Th ere were no established overland routes and ships took months
to make the passage around South America .

Some glimps es into this situation are provided in correspondence of Wil­
liam T. Sherman (noted as a Union general in the Civil War) which is pre­
served in the archi ves of the Ohio Historical Society. Sherman, then a lieutenant,
was stationed with the army in California between 1847 and 1849. In remark­
ably detailed letters we frequently find references to the situation with mail.
He laments that four to six months are often required for letters to reach him
from home. He discusses the different rout es by which his letters arri ve: some
came 'round th e Horn, other have been carried by way of Panama and Callao.
Some mail was lost . . . one letter was "plucked from the sea by a ship Captain
who knew me."

Sherman's corre spondence home likewise traveled by various routings.
Figure 6 shows one of his early letters which took over four months to reach
New York from the time it was writte n. In all probability, it made the long
voyage around South America. Another, bearing only a "STE AM 10" (Figure 7)
may have entered the U. S. mails by way of a non-contract steamboat which
carried it up the Mississippi River . Thomas J. Alexander, Chronicle 1851-61 sec­
tion editor, has a similar cover in his collection written in March of 1847 by an of-
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Figure 7. Another Shermen letter wrillen at Mont.rey, Ca lil . , May 20, 1848 . Th. " STEAM 10" may have
beon applied at St . Louis . (Courtesy Ohi o Historical Society).

ficer stat ioned at San Francisco. However , it bears a St. Louis circular date stamp
in addition to the "STEAM 10" indicating it entered the U. S. overland mails at
that point enroute to its New York destin ation. In yet another letter, Sherman
writes that he will send it cross country by way of Santa Fe in custody of a St.
Louis trader , but does not expect fast deli very. This letter also bears a "STEAM
10" without further postmarks, and we might speculate it, too, was handed over to
a stea mboat captain at some point along the Mississippi River, possibly at or near
New Orlea ns. In the same lett er Sherma n mentions he hopes to visit Mazatlan
(Mexico) and will dispatch letters from there, confident they will be carri ed home
speedily.

Thus we know of some of the means by which soldiers in California
attempted to maintain contact with friends and relatives back east. To my
knowled ge, no special procedures were ever established for thi s area .. . every­
one fended for hims elf as best he could. It is certain that naval vessels were
often involved in the transport of mail. We mu st consider postal items from
the military operat ions in California to be very rare. Th e number of troops
involved in these actions was indeed small and the difficulties with mail con­
veyance .surely discouraged the men from extensive correspondence. But it
does offer a challenging field for further research.

CONCLUSION
If this brief study serves to rekindle interest in the postal history of the

Mexican-American War, I shall be well satisfied. I am confident there is much
more to be learned, and I again urge read ers to contact me with any new
information they may possess. Perhaps one day we may expand this subj ect
into a mono graph. Meanwhil e, I wish to acknowledge and thank many fellow
philat elists who have encourage d and helped me in this work, and particularly
John Bash, Charles Ball, Edward Glass, and Jerome Schwimmer. Thanks are
also extended to the Manuscripts and Archi ves Section of the Ohio Historical
Society for permission to show photographs of items in their collection.
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
NEW YORK STEAMBOAT MARKINGS
CREIGHTON C. HART

This is a continuation of the New York Railroad, SHIP and STEAM BOAT
article started in the August Chronicle. In the previous article I gave our mem­
bers the information I have about 1847 covers with Railroad and SHIP mark­
ings. This part is about STEAM BOAT markings, some of which are very
attractive and have as much collector appeal as railroad postmarks and are
as rare as the SHIP postmark on 1847 covers:

Steamboat mail for New York state seems to fall naturally into three classi­
fications. There is the large volume of mail carried on the Hudson River , th e
lake mail on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain, and finally the important coastwise
boats traveling the inland waterways of the Atlantic.

Much has been written about the Hudson River Mail by Kenneth R. de Lisle
and the late Stanley B. Ashbrook. The most I should do here is to review the
high points and give references for those who wish to pursue the subject
further. Many Hudson River covers still survive that were carried by either
contract or noncontract carriers. The most easily identified mail carried by
contract carriers has the circular Hudson River Mail postmark. Ashbrook
discusses covers sold at auction and one of his photographs illustrates the
markings on these covers (Figure 1). Covers carried by contract carriers not
so easily identified have a New York or Tro y postmark but the rates from
origin to Canadian destination show they were carried on the Hudson River.

1850

Figure 1. Drewings of postel merkings
on Hudson River Meil by boah under
contrect to the P.D.D . with e route
egent on boerd. (Ashbrook Special
Service Photo #310).
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Mail carried by noncontract carriers was to be delivered to the first post
office; mail going up river was deposited at Albany and those steamboats not
stopping there left their mail at Troy. Steamboat markings belong to the class
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of handstamps often descr ibed as "origin markings:' Since they also served
to determ ine the amoun t due for such mail, John Eggen prefers the term "ac­
counting mark: '

The accounting mark at the Albany post office was the red two line
STEAM/ BOAT nearly always faintly struck. None of the 30 covers with 1847
stamps that J list (16-5iZ and 14-1O<i ) has the Alba nv townmar k. Ken de Lisle
writes me that of the 50 in his collection (stamped and stampless) only one
cover has an Albany postmark. Since these covers have only the accounting
mark it is important to hav e th e letter portion of fold ed letters to determine
the origin (Figure 2).

Figure 2. The red two line STEAM/BOAT , an account ing mark , is indistinct at the lower left but more
dist inct th an usua l. This let ter originated . , New York City . (Kenneth R. de Lisle Collection ).

There is a two line STEAM/BOAT lO¢ bisect cover going upriver to
Albany th at the Phil atelic Foundation has expertized as not genuine and another
going downriver to New York City that should be expertized . I do not list any
fake two line STEAM / BOAT accounting marks but a fold ed letter dated
April 4, 1851, to Albany has a "5" rate handstamp as well as a stamp. Th e stamp
may have been added . Most of the mail conveyed by noncontract carri ers and
deposited at the Albany post office has destin ations farther north, even into
Canada. Six of the letters, however, wen t west from Albany to Ohio , Michigan,
and one to Iowa.

A 2¢ fee was paid to the boat's captain for th is noncontract service and a
handstamp so noting is on some covers (Figur e 3). Contrary to the general
interpretation of the regulations, the postm aster at Tro y, N. Y., added the 2¢
"Stearn" fee and it was collected from the addressee. Covers with the popular
TROY & N. YORK STEAMBOAT in a rectangle are very attractive with all
the postal markings in blue. The postal markings are usu ally clearly struck
on a blue folded letter , a paper so much in vogue at th is time . Some letters
also have the blu e Troy postmark makin g a cover that is a study in blue.

Offering collectors "TROY & N. YORK STE AMBOAT" covers with cleaned
'47 stamps added , made more appealing by sha rp but fraudulent postal mark­
ings, was a natural for Mr. Janu s A. Faker, responsible for those expertly con­
structed covers made after World War II . Th e earliest record of Mr. Faker 's
efforts has this "TROY & N. YORK STEAMBOAT" struck on a pair of 3¢
1851 stamps. A knowled geable and respected collecto r friend told me that he
purchased this off cover pair at auction in 1948. Although Mr. Faker's 1847
covers have cleaned stamps, thi s very early example of the fraudulent TROY
& N. YORK STEAMBOAT was applied to an unused pair of 3c;t 1851, back
in 1948 when an unused pair was much less valuable than it would be now.

My list shows 13 TROY & N. YORK STEAMBOAT covers, being 11 fives
and two tens. Of course, many of these are genuine but some are not. A typical
Chro n icle 100 / Nov ember 1978 / Vol. 30, No.4 249



Figure 3. This cover orig inating in New York City was deposited in the Troy post office where the
TROY & N. YORK STEAMBOAT, the en circled 2 cis and the 7 bar gr id were all struck in blue. The
le"er continued on to Vermont by ra ilroad. The steamboat fee of 2¢ was co llected from the addressee.

1O¢ cover with a cleaned stamp and fraudulent postal markings added to a
genuine old cover carried outside the mail is illustrated on page 71 of the
May 1974 Chronicle.

Letters carried on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain are the only lake steam­
boat covers that I list. Mail picked up along Lake Erie by noncontra ct boats
en route to Buffalo was discussed in the February 1978 Chronicle. It is not
always possible to tell whether New York or Vermont was the origin on covers
postmarked "LAKE CHAMPLAIN S. B." (Figure 4). The late George Slawson
claimed at least two of the 5¢ covers (7-5¢; 2-10¢) originated in Vermont.

All covers marked steam or steamboa t are assumed to be lett ers from
noncontract carriers but the "Lake Champlain S. B." postm ark is a route agent's
handstamp stru ck en route on a contrac t carrier. Route agents, of course, were
only on cont ract carriers. The route agent in this case borrowed the initials
"5. B." but not the entire words "steam boat".
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Figure 4 . LAKE CHAMPLAIN s.B. co ver s , anothe r rou'e ag ent mark ing, could or iginate in either Ne w York
or Verm ont. The cancellation is a multitude of sma ll f Ad dots . (Forme rly Arthur Bingham collection .)

Unless a paid postal employee, a route agent, was on board, the boats
were required to depo sit all lett ers collected in the first post office of arrival.
New York state has a very short continental coast line and the only steamboat
'47 covers I list were delivered to the New York City post office. Some are
addressed to New York City (Figure 5) but others were postmarked there
and forwarded beyond (Figure 6). Th ey all have the same distinctive STEAM
BOAT lettering only slightly separated into two words. My records are kept
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Figure S. The disti nctive N. Y. P. 0 , red STEAM BOAT wa s struck when rece ived from a non contract
coa stw ise boat from Boston to New York wh ere it w as deli ve red w ithout receiving a New York postmark .

chro nologically by date, state and town of origin so I cann ot tell without taking
an inordinate amount of time how many covers postmarked New York also
show the words "STEAM BOAT". This postal markin g ha s not had the collector
appeal it deserves. Its presence on a cover adds a bit of colorful postal history
but so far commands little, if any, premium at auctions.

Fig ure 6. New York w as the receiving POl t office for mai l from non cont ract coastwise boats. The distinctive
STEAM BOAT sho ws the coastwise rout e fo r th is cov er forwarded by roil from N. Y. to Philadelphia after
having been postmarked at New York.

In my opinion, the only two presently record ed genuine covers with
STEAMER in an oval and the rate below are the two in Figures 7a and 7b,
one a 5ri cover, the other a 10¢. I write thi s knowin g there are 12 other
STEA MER covers that are listed being six fives and six tens, with correspond­
ing rates in the handstamps. These 12 are all from the Gardiner correspondence
addres sed to Sag Harbor, Long Island.

Two of the 5ri covers and three of the lOri have been submitte d to the
Philatelic Foundation and its opinions are that cleaned stamps have been added
and the postal markin gs are fraudulent. The envelopes are genuine old ones
addressed long ago. Stanley B. Ashbrook in 1954 in his Sp ecial Servic e wrote
glowingly about th is steam boat service an d illustr ated both a 5ri and a 10ri
cover (Figures 8a and 8b) which he considered genuine. I am sure Ashbrook
would not have considered any of these covers genuine if he had realized the
stamps were cleaned . His favorable opinion does appear on the back of at
least one of the 5ri covers. An ultra violet lamp has revealed remains of manu­
script canc ellations on the ones examined by the Philatelic Foundation.

The two genuine covers (Figures 7a and 7b) both orig inated in Boston ,
one addressed to New York and the other to Orwigsburg, Pa. No stamped
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Figure 7a. These two covers are the only recorded genuine 1847 cove" with the oval STEAMER postmark in
the opinion of the author. Ashbrook wrole that the 5¢ cover was in the Rust Sale in February 1942. It has
not appeared at auction since that time. (Ashbrook photo 188).

Figure 7b. The 10; cover was in the Mortime r Neinken collect ion until it was sold at auction by Rob!. A.
Siegol, November 19, 1970, when it realized only 52,100. (Photo Lot 24, Robt . A. Siegel Auction Catalog).
Both covers originated in 80ston.

STEAMER 5 or 10 letters are known originating at New York City but several
stampless covers are datelined New York City, so this boat service with these
route agent markings must have run coastwise both ways between New York
and Fall River, Mass. Ashbrook wrote that prior to 1847 the word "Oregon"
was below the rate designation.

In August 1964 the 5¢ and !O¢ covers (Figure 8) were paired and offered
at auction as one lot which realized $4,750. In November 1970 the genuine
!O¢ cover (Figure 7b) was sold at auction but realized only $2,100. The phila­
telic press at the time reported that the pair was purchased by a prominent
collector living in the South and the genuine 10¢ is now part of an exceptional
collection in New York City.

Why in a rising market did the genuine !O¢ cover sell for less in 1970 than
the Gardiner 10¢ cover did in 1964? I believe this is why:

Mr. Janus A. Faker is an alleged professionallhilatelist who originally
sold some 1847 covers since expertized by advance 1847 specialists and by
expert committees as having cleaned stamps added to genuine old covers carried
outside the mail to which fraudulent postal markings have been struck. Thes e
fakes began to appear as early as 1948 (remember the pair of 3¢ 1851 with
the TROY & N. YORK STEAMBOAT cancellation) and were so smoothly
252 Chroni cle 100 / November 1978 / Vol. 30. No .4



Figure 8a. These two covers were wri tte n up fully and iIIu. trate d by Ashbrook in hi. November 1954
"Special Service." I list 12 '47 covers to S. l. Gardiner , Sag Harbor, Long Isla nd, including these two .
Five of the 12 have been expertized by the Philate lic Fo undati on a. not genu ine having had cleaned
stamp. and fra ud ulen t po.tal mark ings add ed . These two covers have not been submitt ed to the Philatelic
Foundation .

-
Figu re 8b . On e of two covers .old as one lot in 1964 for 54,750 . (Photos # 177 and # 178 Ashb rook Spe cial
Serv ice).

eased into collectors' han ds that these expertly made fakes fooled most collectors
and professionals until about 1966, nearly 18 years. Difficult to believe bu t
I think it is tru e.

When the exten t of this operation became generally known, there was a
sta te of near shock and concealed panic. As a result collectors avoided bidding
on any covers, good or bad , with a marking known to have been counterfeited
by Mr. Faker . Th e genuine 1O¢ cover was auctioned while thi s sta te of hesitancy
by wealthy collectors still existed-and as a result sold at a bargain price.

All STEAMER 5 and STEA~mR 10 covers addres sed to S. L. Gardiner
at Sag Harbor should be examined by the Philatelic Foundat ion or the A.P.S.
expertizing committee.

My thanks to Ken de Lisle and John A. Eggen for their help in prep arin g
this article.

REFERENCES
Ash brook. Stan ley B., Special Service, pp. 467-68. 630-33, published privat ely.
de Lisle , Kenne th R ., Th e Hudson River Mail /804- / 8 58. Alb anv Institut e of H istorv and Art.

1969, "
Hart, Creighton C., " 1847 Cove rs to Ca nada -Part Ill " , Chro n icle 81:7-15.
Slawson, Geo rge C., " 1847 Covers fro m Vermont ," Chronicle 50:92-96.
Chro n icle 100 / November 1978 / Vol. 3D, No . " 253



"Stam ps are most valued where

best they are known." -Anonymous

When selling your collection, call An­

drew Levitt. His appreciation for fine

stamps, cultivated by a lifetime in

philately, will bring you full value for

your collection.

Andrew Levitt, Inc.
A meri ca's lead ing buyer 01 select 19th century U.S . material.

(203) 743-2016

Box 342

L
Danbury I Connecticut 06810
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

A RE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hill., N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philate lic Classi cs Society
254 Ch
FANCY CANCELS
ILLUSTRATED
New Fall-Winter List

send 50¢ in stamps for illus­
trated price list of choice 19th
century cancels : both on and
off cover.

approval selections also ava il­
able to USPCS and APS mem ­
bers.

J. M. CLASSICS CO.
P.O. BOX 11402

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 53211
ronicle 100 / November 1978 / Vol. 30. No . "



POSTAL HISTORY

Trade Or Sell Me
Your Duplicate

(overs
especially seek your duplicate Foreign covers

from Japan, Britain , all better U.S. covers and

the states of Texas, N.H. , Vt. , Miss. & La.

Please write or ship insured for prompt cash

or trade offer in the area you are presently col­

lecting.

P.O. Drawer 17428 • Au stin, Texas 78760 • Phone: (512) 288-0450 __
Chroni cle 1lJ0 / Xovemher 19i 8 / \'01. 30. :\0. -1 255



THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
MILITARY MARKINGS: 1851-1861
DAVID T. BEALS III

This report is an update of previous articles on military markings which
appeared in Chronicl es 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 70 and 79. Since August, 1973, a
number of additional covers have been reported. Several of these are very
unusual and are illustrated here. Also included is the latest summary of the
quantity of each marking reported to date.

FORT TEJON, CALIFORNIA

,­
/

Figur. 1. This coy.r was purchased . oma y.ars ago at a H.rst auction. Pat H.rst r.m.mb.r.d It and
used it at the bas is for an in'eresting art icle in II recent " Mekeels" issue on 'h. .,my's camel express ius'
prior to the Ciyil War. It is on. of two r.port.d . xamples,

This post did not appear in the original series of Chronicle articles . It was
established on August 10, 1854, near the Tejon Indian Reservation. Fort Tejon's
mission was to police the reservation and protect Tejon Pass above Los Angeles.

. ,'.~ .

Figure 2. This Fort T.jon townmark is a n.wly r.ported marking (I nd the only rlcord.d eXlmple) from thl
western t.rmlnus of the army 's cam.1 .xpr.... It Is .truck in blu.. The coy.r Is Iddr.ssed to Lt. (Ilt.r
Mllor G.ne..I, Jam.s B. McPh.rson ,
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It was unoccupied between June , 1861, and August, 1863, being finally aban­
doned on September 11, 1864. The post office was apparently not re-established
during the Civil War, as the two letters we have seen from this period are
postmarked Los Angeles. The fort was the western terminus of the army's camel
express. Two townmarks are known:

1. Fort Tejon Cal/D Yr (ms).
2. FORT TEJON/D/CAL (c-25; blue).

FORT ABERCROMBIE, MINNESOTA AND DAKOTA TERRITORIES
We have now seen the two covers reported by Richard B. Graham at

Chronicl e 70:33. The first , dated November 30, 1860, is from the fort while it
was still in Minnesota Territory. The second , dated March 30, 1861, was post­
marked after Dakota Territory was organized on March 2, 1861.

Figure 3. A letler from one of Lt. Lewis's West Point c1 . ..m.tes, who w.s stationed .t Fort Abercrombie.
He looks forward to promotio n as a result of the beginning of the Civil War: "The secession movement
will be benefici.1 to the . rmy and espec l.lly to those subalterns who remain true to the flag . . . If I ern
not mistillcen, there have been resignations enough in the infantry, since the Pres . election, to promote all
of our elals in that corps ."

CAMP ON PAWNEE FORK. KANSAS TERRITORY

·J'I
( 1'« ,'; ~

r:((

Figure 4. Letler from Lt. Lewis's bride to her mother, which describes .ccommodatlons at a pl.lns fort : "The
M.jor and his f.mily live in • sod house, a curiou s look ing thing of • house . • . it is made wholly of
sods of gr . ... Mert & I have • tent for our room and I must say it Is gay beyond conception . . . I would
not ask for. betler home and prob.bly would not get it if I did."

This marking had previously been reported by Richard B. Graham at
Chronicle 70:33, but at that time the cover was in non-philatelic hands and
was unavailable for illustration. It is shown here as Figure 4. This, too, is
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from the correspond ence of Lt. and Mrs. M. V. B. Lewis , 7th Infantry Reg iment,
to her family in Oh io. Th e corre spondence covers the period from Lt. Lewis 's
atte ndance at Wes t Point in 18.58-59 to his trip west via Westport, Missouri ,
and Pawnee Fo rk in the fall of 1860. His service at Forts Craig and Fillmore,
from November, 1860, to May, 1861, includ ed part icipation in ' the Battle of
Mesilla in Jun e, 1861. He was also sta tioned in Albuque rque in May, 1861,
and Santa F e through Aug ust, 1861. The Lewises were finall y ord ered back
East via Fo rt Union and Fort Wise, Colorado Territory, in September, 1861.
He died of illness in Virgin ia in Jun e, 1862.

While the letters contain messages from both Lt. Lewis and his wife , Mrs.
Lewis's let ters are particularly interestin g in describing army life and the
country they saw. Unfortunately, one or more letters dealin g directly with
the Battle of Mesilla, an d possibly other actions, are not with the balance of
the corre spondence; the own er is anxious to know if they still exist. It shou ld
be noted that the correspondence also consists of 10 letters (one stampless)
from Fort Craig, two from Albuquerque (May 20 and 31), eight from Santa Fe
(June 1 to August 26, 1861), one from Fort Union, and one from Fort Wise,
Colora do Terr itory, dated September 15, 1861.

FORT KEARNEY, NEBRASKA TERR ITORY
Figure 5 shows the second markin g used at Fort Kearney. Dated No­

vembe r 30, 1857, it is the earliest repo rted cover from the gold fields in what
was th en Kansas Terr itory (now Colorad o). Since there were no mail routes
to this ar ea at that tim e, it was probably carri ed to the fort by the first express
out of the Cherry Creek area, which was that operated by W . H. Saunders
in December, 1857.

Fig ure 5 . Monta na, K.r., was f ive mi les above Den ver . The town not ation on th is cov er wa s probably put
on by the w riter of the le tter , since the pos t off ice at Montana w as not es tablished until January 18 , 1859 .
Carried by civilian express to Fort Kearney , Nebraska Territory, where it entered the U.S. mails for the Ealt.

Quite a few other previously unrecorded covers have been reported since
August, 1973 (Chronicle 79:149-55). A summary of our records of known covers
follows. We have not included those markings for which the number is
unchanged.

lI' or dill g
FORT Sl\/IT H / D/ Ar k.
Fort T ej on Ca l/ D Yr
FORT T EJ ON / O/CAL
For t Wi se C.T./ D Yr
Fort Washil a ex 10 Yr
FORT W ASHI T A/D / ARK
(Incl udes on e in b lue

a nd one Co n federa te use)
FORT R ILEY/ D / K T
Fort R iley K.T ./O

Sh a t»: Chron icle whe re Currellt N um be r
6- Size lost reported R eported
c-11ll11:! 79:149 9
1l1 ~ 2
c-25 I
ms 65: 12 2
ms 79:15 1 12
c-3:lIh 0 1:140 14

c-37 79: 151 7
ms 79:15 1 7
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7

2
3
7
9

17
5
8
5
4
4

7
3

18
9

Current N um ber
R eported

6
13
5
2

10
8
4

79: 151
70:74
79: 152
79: 152

79:152
66:60
66:62
66:62
79:152
79:154

79:154
79:154
70:75
79: l!,4

Ch ro n icle where
last rep or ted

75: 151
79: [51
64: 149
65: 13
79: 151
79:151
79: 15 1
65: 15

In s
c·32Y2

c-32Y2
c-26
c·32
c-35

Shap e
b Size
111 S

c-37
c·25
c-25
c-30Y2
c-34
c-29

111S

c·29
c·3 1Y2
ms
ms

c-32

ms
c·33

Jl' o rdi ng

Fort SCOtl Mo. /D Yr
FO RT SCOT T / D/ K T
FO RT SCOT T / D/ KA:\
FO RT RIDG EL Y/ D/ M[ :\
FORT R[PLEY/ D / MI N .
FORT SN ELLI iIIGID
J EF FERSO N BARRACKS/D / ~Io .
Fort Kea rn ey/D
( ~[ay or may not be fo llowed
by " N .T.")
FO RT KEARN EY / D/ N EBR
FO RT KEA R NE Y/D / N .T .
r O RT LA RAM IE / D / N T
FO RT IlVC H A:-IAN / D/ N.M.
(Includ es 3 marked FR ANCO /
EN ALA MAS)
FO RT CR AIG./ms D/ .N.I\ [
Ft. Fillmore N.~r./ D Yr
FORT N ION / D /NEW ~ I EX .

FORT :-IION / D/iII .M.
Ft. Belknap T ex /D Yr
Ca m p H ud son T ex /D Yr
(Include s one Co nf edera te lise)
Fort Inge T ex / D
FO RT Q VIT MA:-I/ D /TEXAS.
Fort Bri dger'/ D
FO RT BR ID G ER / D / U.T .
(Includ es 3 in cla re t)

Ca m p Floyd V.T ./ D Yr ms 79: 154 10
CAM P FL OYD, V.T ./ D c·35 79:155 15
CAM P Fl.OYD /D / U.T. c·26 70:76 18
Cam p SCali lJ .T ./ D rn s 70: 76 4

As always, we continue to be interested in hearing of new military covers.
OVERLAND
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

It is well known that the bulk of mail to and from the West Coast in
the 1851-1861 decade traveled the Ocean Mail Rout e via Panama. The only
significant competitio n to that route was the Butterfield Overland Mail , estab­
lished in 1858, which followed the "ox-bow" route from St. Louis through
the southwest to San Francisco. It was not until 1860 that more letters were
sent by the Butterfield coaches than by the mail steamers. Occasionally th e
Post Office Department directed that all letters be sent by the Butterfield
Route rather than via Panama. The general rule, however, was that a letter
would be sent by steamer unless it was endorsed "Overland Mail via St. Louis"
in the case of westbound mail, or "Overland Mail via Los Angeles" in the
case 'of eastbound mail. The actual written or printed dir ection in practice
varied considerably from these words , often being abbreviated "Overland Mail."
One semi-litera te letter in the writer's collection says, simply, "Land Rout."

Th e other overland mail of any significance had been establi shed in 1851
along the California Trail. Until the end of our time period, this was really
two routes: one from Ind ependence, Missouri , to Salt Lak e City; th e other
from Salt Lake City to Placerville, California. Compared to th at on the Butterfield
Route, relatively littl e mail was carried over th e Trail because of erra tic service.

No record of any handstamp designating carriage by th e Butterfield Route
is known to the writer, unless the straight line, single word OVERLAND quali­
fies. Th ere are at least four types, varying in size and type face used . Each
appea rs to have been assembled with printing type, probably from local news­
papers.

They are known used on covers from Don Pedros Bar, Downieville , La Porte,
Nevada City, Sacramento and San Francisco, and all appear to have been used
in the 1859-61 period. As can be seen by reference to a map , each of thes e
towns (except Sacramento and San Francisco) is near the Salt Lake City to
Placerville leg of the California Trail Route . -
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One disturbing fact about these markings is that those associated with
Don Pedros Bar , La Porte and San Francisco appear to be identi cal, although
I have not been able to compare 1:1 tracings to confirm th is. A furt her problem
is presented by the Don Pedros Bar cover. If these are postal markings, why
does a handstamp ap pear on th is cover when the postmaster used only manu­
script townmarks?

The question s we should be able to answer are thes e:
1. Are the markin gs genuine?
2. Assum ing th e answer to the first qu estion is "yes", do they designate

a routing by the California Trail rather than by the Butterfield Overland
Mail, and-

3. Are they official markings applied at the post office , or private markings?
If private, who applied them, and where?

The section editor would appreciate photocopies of similar covers in mem ­
bers ' hands, and any hard data that will answer the qu estions posed here .
34 1851 PLATE NUMBERS
Victor B. Krievins is preparing for publication in The Chronicle a listing

of known 3¢ 1851 plat e numbers (Plates 1 throu gh 8), and solicits the aid of
our membership in pro vid ing data regarding these items in their collections .
In order to avoid duplication, reports should be accompanied with a photocopy
of each item for identificat ion. They should also include imprint positions
from Plates 1 Earl y, 1 Intermediate, 0, and 5 Early which show sufficient sheet
margin to prove that no number existed on these plates.

Pleas e send your report to Mr. Krievins at 840 Maple Avenue, Ardsley,
Pa. 19038.
McBRIDE STAMP AUCTIONS, INC.
Bonded Auct ionee rs - Appraisers - City & State lice nsed

Phone: 503·235·7071

3630 S.E. 34th Ave. Box C Portland, Oregon 97202

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION

JANUARY 14, 1979

US, BRITISH COLONIES, FOREIGN, POSTAL HISTORY

Send For Free Illustrated Catalog

Prices Realized Free With # 10 SASE

Consignments Of Fine Material Always Welcome
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Buyer or Seller
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

Especially for
Specialists

. Bid by
Phone, by Mail ,

or in person.
. . No charge
for executing

bids .

Schiff Auctions Feature:
• Singles & Blocks • Coils & Booklets • Plate Blocks
• Postal History • Major Errors • Freaks & Varieties
• First Day Covers • Wholesale lots • Collections

U.S., U.N. and FOREIGN STAMPS

BUYERS:

TO SECURE OUR NEXT AUCTION

CATALOG REMIT 75¢ (or) $1.50

FOR CATALOG AND PRICES REAL­

IZED. 1-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $8.50

U.S. (OVERSEAS $12 .50).

SELLERS:
Our commission is only 20% of
pr ice real ized -no lotting charges,
but we do have minimums accept­
able .
Contact us, describing your material
before sending it to us. We can help
you decide whether to sell outright
or on consignment. With your de­
scription, include your address and
tel ephone no.

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHTI

Watl]ltt5 ClL ~t4iff, Wr., c3Jur.
Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers Established 1947

NEW ADDRESS: 195 Main Street, Ridgefield Park, N.J. 07660
Telephones (201) 641-5566 - From N.Y.C. 662-2777
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
ANOTHER SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL COVER
LEON HYZEN

What constitutes the hallmark of a truly classic cover? Is it the condition,
the stamp, the markings and usage, the address ing or the correspondent? In
man y cases the con tents of a letter become materia l for postal history or even
history itse lf. The cover itself may be a combination of elements mentioned
above, yet what appeals to me is simplicity- the arrangement of the stamp,
the qua lity of handwriting, a few distinctive markings or handstamps, and
the overall composition. These elements form the eloquence of a fascinati ng
appeal.

Such is the cover shown as Figure 1. But before it is described, a few
remarks re lated to one of the markings, "Supplemen tary Mail," may be appro­
priate. In 1941, the lat e H. L. Lindquist published the "Orange Book" of his
Stamp Specialist series. Among the articles presented was one by Stanley B.
Ashbrook titled "The Supplementary Mail Service of the New York Post Office,
1853-72." This ar ticle was part of a great debate between Ashbrook an d the
late Dr. W . L. Babcock of Detro it. It is ana lyzed and entertainingly presented
by Henry Stollnitz, R.A. 795, in an ar ticle in the Forty-Second American Phila­
telic Congress Book of 1976, entitled "N. Y. Supplementary Mail Markings."

Figure 1. Supplementary mail, Type A marking on a cover to liverpool via Cunard liner "Russ ia" from the
Rathbone Bros. correspondence. Franked with a 24 <, 1867 " F" grill . and tied by • red killer. Photo by
Leon Hy %en.

In his article , Stollnitz provides a table listing 55 known covers with the
New York Type A supplementary mail marking. The cover illustrated here
is not included in the list , but would have been placed just before the cover
listed as No. 34, dated February 20, 1869, to the same destin ation. Both covers
bear 24¢ gray lilac "F" grilled stamps, Scott's No. 99.

Lester Brookman says of the 24¢ 'F' grill with which the cover in Figure 1
is franked , "As if the color of thi s stamp, which comes in gray lilac and gray,
262 Chronicle 100 / Novem ber 1978 / Vol. 30. No. 4



were not enough of a handicap in the collector's search for nice copies, this
value seems to be atrociously centered about 95% of the time. A cent ered copy,
lightly cancelled , is indee d a jewel that should be acqui red, if offered , regard­
less of th e strain on the exchequer."!

The stamp on this cover is lightly cancelled by a red cork cancel which
remains to be identified as to design. My own int erpretation is that it rese mbles
a delicately touched sunburst, lightly applied so th at it hardly obscures the
beauty of the well centered stamp. The rich gray lilac color of the stamp is
a fine backdrop for the red cancel.

Mailed out of New York on 10 February (1869) on th e Cunard liner Russia,
the cover arri ved in Liverpool on February 20th. Ap}?,earing on th e cover
is th e New York Exchange Office marking, "PAID ALL.' Although th e postal
convention with Great Britain did not make any provision for the "PAID ALL"
marking, the marking was required by the posta l conventions of 1868 between
the United States and Belgium, Switzerland , an d th e Netherlands. The detailed
regulations of th e conventions sta ted, "Correspondence full y paid to destina­
tion shall be stamped PAID ALL in the Uni ted Stat es. . . ." No doubt the
PAID ALL handstamp was used by the clerk on the mail intended for Great
Britain as well as the others. Th e new U.S.-British postal treaty effective
January 1, 1868, had reduced the single rate postage to Great Brit ain from
24¢ to 12¢, so the 24¢ stamp on the cover of Fi gure I presumabl y represents
a prepayment of 12¢ transatlantic postage plus 12¢ for the supplementary mail
fee.

A word should be mentioned about the Liverpool receiving marking. Article
II of both the 1868 and 1869 conventions sta tes , "Each office shall make its
own arrangement s for the dispatch of mails to th e other office by well appointed
ships, sailing on stated days , and shall, at its own cost, remunerate the owners
of such ships for the conveyance of the mails."

George E. Hargest writes: "During 1868, th e British Postmaster General
made a contract with the Cunard line for one year. The subsidy was eighty
thous and pounds but only for a service from Liverpool to New York via Queens­
town, the return trip becoming the responsibility of the United States Post
Office."2 Postmaster General Randall made arrangements to transport th e mail
from New York to Liverpool. This was done by paying the outgoing stea mers
on the basis of the sea postages collected, and thus the Cunarders became,
when travelling eastward, "American" packet s. For thi s re ason , th e Liverpool
office marked th e cover of Figure 1 as havin g been brought to England by
U.S. packet on 20 February, 1869.

Acknowledgem ents: It was with the kind encourageme nt and help from
Clifford L. Fri end, as well as help from the editors of the Chronicl e that the
details of this cover were worked out. To th em, I extend my thanks and apprecia­
tion.

1. Lester G. Brookman . T h e Un ited Stat es Postag e StOIllPS o f t h e /91h Ce n l lny , H . L.
Lindqu ist. :'II .Y., 1966. II , HS .

2. Geo rge E. H argest , "T he Effect of the 1868 an d 1869 U.S.-Br it ish Con ven t ions on th e
Con tinua tion of Frenc h Mail," Th irt y Eighth Am eri can Ph ilat elic Con gress Bo ok , American
Philat elic Congress, 1972. p . 96.
THE ELECTRIC SPARK-ANOTHER FLICKER
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

For the CAPEX 78 Special Issue of the Chronicle, the author wrote up some
data he had held for several years concerning the capture and subse que nt
recovery in a Canadi an court by the United Stat es of some 1861 U.S. postage
stamps captured aboard the New Orleans bound mail steamer Electric Spark
by th e Confederate raider Florida. The subse que nt caree r of the Florida and
how the stamps got to Canada made a good story to publish in the Ch ronicle
when a Canadian theme was appropriate. The accumulate d data had remained
sta tic for over 10 years; why wait longer?

In our article, we had to depend to some degree upon articles published
by Stanley B. Ashbrook and, earlier, by Harry M. Konwiser . Ashbrook had
written up the Electric Spark affair in some detail, particularly the early history
Chronicl e 100 / November 1978 / Vol. 30. No.4 263



of the Florida, in his Special Service and expanded this into a 1956 article in
Stamps. We had been able to add considerable detail from the ORN (Official
Records of th e Union and Confederate Navies in th e War of th e Rebellion) ,
but were un abl e to verify the details of the court case , and the actual value
of the stamps concerned. 'When Perry Sapperstein showed us the blocks of
stamps that figured in the case, we recognized that an interesting article could
be made from them and the material on file. Needed to complete the story
were the original data upon which both Ashbrook and Konwiser had bas ed
their articles, but their sources were not indicated .

Both Ashbrook and Konwiser had dwelt at great length on the career at
sea of the C.S.S. Florida, especially her earlier history under th e command of
Capt. John Newland Maffitt, C.S.N., a former U.S. naval officer who made
a considerabl e reputat ion aboard the Florida. Both articles erroneously imply
that Maffitt was still in command of the Florida during the Electric Spark affair
and its afte rmath. To the contrary, Maff itt asked to be relieved because of
ill-health when the Florida was refitting at Brest in August of 1863. Capt. J. N.
Barney took over the ship but also had to be relieved becaus e of health problems
before the Florida went to sea again, and Capt. Charles M. Morris took command
on January 5, 1864.

At I.ft: Th. C.C.5 . "Florid•. " From the ORN. At right : Commander Chari.. M. Morri.. C5N. the last
Captain of the "Florida ."

This and other minor discrepancies cast some doubt on the rest of their
data. It is for this reason, that this writer (in common with most researchers)
prefers' to go to the original sources for his information whenever possible.
We do not intend here to condemn the efforts of pioneers such as Ashbrook
and Konwis er. It is simply that we prefer to make our own mistakes and not
repeat those of others.

THE SOURCE OF THE DATA OF KONWISER AND ASHBROOK

This has been a long preamble to say that the lost is found. Recently, while
looking for data on another subject, we found a complete report of the Electric
Spark case-known in Canadian court annals as the United States vs. Boyd
et als.-in the annual report of U.S. Postmaster General Alexander Randall for
1868. On page 35, he commented,

I have th e sa tisf ac tion of sta ting tha t a dec ree has been rendered in th e high court
of cha ncery of th e Dom inion of Ca nada in the "stamp case ." (the United Sta tes vs.
Boyd el als,) in favor of the plaint iffs. This action was brou ght to recover United
Sta tes pos tage sta mps of the value of about SIO.500. wh ich had been sto len in
Ju ly. 1864. fro m th e steamer Elect ric Spark. conveying th e United Sta tes mails from
New York to Ne w Orleans, whi ch was cap tu red at sea by th e ar med steame r Florida,
a piratical vessel . sa iling under reb el colors. T he cou r t sustained th e r igh t of th e
United State~ to the stamps . awardi ng costs of su it. and or dering th e re tu rn of th e
sta m ps to this cou ntry. T he preparation of the case in this cou ntry was ch iefl y con ­
du cted by J oseph A. " 'are , esq ., solicitor of the au di tor's office, who des erves a grea t
deal o.f cr~dit for hi s d iligence and skill; and th e case was prosecuted unde r th e counsel
an d di recti on of H on . Ca leb Cushing . The report of th e solici tor of th e aud itor 's office,
and th e opi n ion of th e ch an cellor, is published in th e append ix .
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The reports of Ware and the OpInIOn of th e chance llor tota l about seven
Chronicle size printed pages, and hence are too long to qu ote here, as interest­
ing as they are . Should any reader desire a copy of the report and letters, it is
available currently in the 1868 PMG report, pages 264 et seq. now available from
Theron Wierenga and others.

The reports confirm the $10,500 total value of the stamps, there having
been seven packages of 50,000 3¢ stamps and one package of 12¢, for a total
of $10,500, according to the chancellor's sta tement in his rendered opinion.
Presumably, as seven complete packa ges of 50,000 3¢ stamps tot al exactly
$10,500 face value , either one package of 3¢ was incomplete or there were only
a few sheets of the 12¢.

Among witn esses from whom interrogato ries were taken were Francis E.
Spinner , Treasurer of the United States, and A. N. Zevely, Third Ass't Post­
master General.

Th e position of Joseph A. Ware in the Post Office Dep artment is of interest.
According to Postm aster General Alexander Randall's report, Ware was "solicitor
of the auditor's office." By this, I suppose Randall mean t that Ware was th e
solicitor for the office of the 6th Auditor of the Treasur y, known far and wide
from handstamped franking legends and corner ca rds as the "Auditor's Office
of the Treasury for the Postoffice Dep artm ent." Th at office, although nominally
assigned in the bible of government organization of the time, the U.S. Regist er,
to the Treasury Dept. , actua lly worked in offices assigned to the Post Office
Department, and for practical purposes, un der Post Office D ep artment super­
vision, in auditing the tho usands of reports of all the postm asters and the other
postal transacti ons. Evidently, the laws of Congress providin g the organization
of the Post Office Department and the Treasury D ep artment 6th Auditor's Office
did not authorize the post of solicitor as such does not appear in the 1867
U.S. Register. Joseph A. Ware, born in Maine and appointed from Illinois, is
listed as a Clerk (at $1800 per year) of the 6th Auditor's Office.

Probably the most important aspect of the Electric Spark affair has be en
that the case helped confirm the claim of the government th at posta ge stamps
are not int erchangeable for money, in that they are not red eemabl e for cash
by the Post Office Dep artment. Th ey are simply a committment for a service
to be performed , in carr ying a letter to its destination. This principle continues
today, under the U.S.P.S., or so I am led to believe.
EARLIEST SOLDIER'S LETTER CERTIFICATION?
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The cover illustrated with this paragraph is just about the earliest Civil
War certified soldier's letter I have seen. The cover , sent from Washington
on August 27, 1861, originated with a memb er of the 3rd Pennsylvania Reserves
Infantry, soon after to become the 32nd Pennsylvania Volunteers. The cover
bears the certifying signature, in accordance with the regulations published
only a few weeks before, of Major Richard H. Woolworth of that regiment.

The act of Con gress permitting mail sent by soldiers to pass through the
mail collect, at a time when the Post Office Department was struggling to get
the public to accept the idea that all mail had to be prep aid, was passed on
July 22, 1861. Th e act was actua lly a small part of a larger enactment estab­
lishin g the statu s of voluntee r troop s, and it was apparently announ ced in the
newspap ers in early August of 1861. At the same time, in Gen eral Orders
No. 49, the same enactments of Congress, including the provision concerning
soldiers' letters being sent collect , were imparted to all the headquarters of
the armies.

Th e actual pro visions of the soldiers' letter certification regulations were
given in the Chronicle for June, 1964 and June, 1965, Nos. 47 and 50. Since
that was nearly fifte en years ago, a brief summary of thos e regulations is
possibly useful for those who wish to write up soldiers' letter certified covers.

It should be recognized that the certi fying signature is not a frank on such
covers, as it was not a substitu te for postage in any way. All that the signature
did was to insure the unpaid, collect letter would pass through the mails to
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its destinat ion where postage was to be collected. Otherwise, such letters would
have been sent to the Dea d Letter Office.

T he regu lations covering such letters required:
1. That th e words "Soldier's Lett er" be endorse d upon the cover front .
2. T he letters had to bear the "certifying" signature, atte sting to th e fact
that each was indeed a soldier' s letter , the signa ture to be, as first requ ired,
that of th e major of the regiment . Later, this was ame nde d so that a cha p­
lain's, surgeon's, or any field officer's signature was acceptable. Th e rank
of the certify ing offic er was to be ind ica ted , and the regimen ta l designatio n,
as to state and number , was to be included .
3. T he privilege wa s not exten ded to commissioned officers, who, for some
reason not apparent to us, were expected by the Post Off ice Dep artm ent
to have stamps available whe n the troops might not.
4. All such letters were to be ra ted at th e norma l ra tes for their weight
and th e distance travelled, with no penalt y, but postage to be collect.
5. L ett ers addressed to sold iers were to be prep aid as before.
At th e same time, Congress passed an act that postal historians call the

"Follow th e Regiment" enactment. This provided that letters addressed to
soldiers whose ou tfi ts had been moved because of official orders , were to be
forward ed without further postal charges. For all other classes of domestic
mails, letter s forwarded required additional rat es as if they had be en remailed.
NAME THAT POSTMARK!

Accompanyin g th is paragraph, is a
photo of a cover , together with an en­
largement of its postmark. Th e cover ,
which belon gs to N. Leonard Persson,
has baffled severa l collectors attempting
to read the name of th e town in the
postmark. Th is includes Mr. Pers son and
the Period Editor, both of whom usually
have relatively good success in solving
this sort of problem.
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The cover is addressed to Californi a in July of 1868, and if it was received
on Augus t 8, as the manuscript notation seems to rea d, then the letter was
nearly three weeks in transit. A period of this length (although who knows how
long it may have lain in the post office, waiting to be picked up?) could indicate
the origin of the cover to have been well east of the Mississippi.

Anyone having possible solutions to this, such as a duplicate of the marking
with an enclosure indicating the origin , is requested to advise Mr. Persson or
the Period Editor.

Richard B. Graham
Review: History of California Post Offices , 1849-1976, by H. E. Salley. Pub­
lished by Postal History Associates, Inc ., 4008 Violet Street , LeMesa, Calif.
92041. Appro x. 300 pages, hardbound, with maps of California, 1850 and 1976,
showing counties. $35.00 postpaid from publi sher.

This book is just about what the title says that it is, a history (far more
than a list) of California post offices. A compact paragraph is given for each,
in alphabetical order, giving locat ion, dates of establishment, etc. Postmaster
names are not included. Th ere are no postmarks illustrated other than a few
from the Herst-Sampson catalog used as end papers. A one page introdu ction
gives a capsule history of Californ ia postal service.

Listings are cross-indexed under all known names for each office, and
the listings appear to be comprehensive.

Invaluable to collectors of California postal history and important or
at least useful to others interested in U.S. postal history in general.

Richard B. Graham
RHODE ISLAND POSTAL HISTORY: THE POST OFFICES
LAWRENCE MEROLLA FRANK CROWTHER ARTHUR B. JACKSON

Excellent reviews pre cede the nat iona l release of the mo st complete and co mp re­
hen sive work to date deal ing w ith the postal his to ry of " Li ttl e Rhody" . 136 lar ge
pages loaded wi th ove r 200 qua lity illustr at ions of mar kin gs from Ab bott Run to
Wyom ing . Post off ice locations , operat ion al dates . first pos tmaste rs, listin gs of ma n­
uscripts, name changes, station s, p lus an all-importan t sca rcity rati ng notat ion are
a lso inclu de d .

Hardbound edition $15 .00 Sof tbound edition $10.00

RHODE ISLAND POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Post Office Box 6286 Providence, Rhode Island 02940
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COLOR IN PHILATELY
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOG 1*

78-66390
Orders are now being accep ted lor the Philatelic Foundation's newest major text
COLOR IN PHILATELY.

Color Plates
COLOR IN PHILATELY contains sixteen lull color plates as well as discussions and
studies 01 some U.S. classic iss ues and certain issues 01 Great Britain , Bermuda,
Canada, The Conlederate Stat es 01 America and New Zealand .

Additional Color Supplement
A very important add ition to the book is a lull color supplement which expla ins color
naming systems. This supplement is held in a special pocket in the back 01 the book
and is a new addit ion since the first announcement 01 the book was made.

Graphs and Char ts
In addition to the color printing in the book, there are numerous graphs and charts
illustrating how color differences are determined.

Larger Format
The expanded size of the book and the addition of the color supplement help make this
one of the impo rtant add itions to every library.

CITY STATE ZIP _L ~s

COLOR IN PHILATELY is available post -paid at U.S . $39.50

f
~~[E) per copv, c»de rs wdlbo '"01 0" ° first com•.(irsrse''''''' bo..Orders placed now will be filled during the week of January 15,

1979. There are no taxesor other charges in connection with your
order.r---------------,

LEAS E SEND YOUR I Please Knd ccoes of COLOR IN PHIlATELY. I
RESERVATION AND I I enclose my check/mooey order Ior . I
ORDERS TO THE
PHILATELIC FOUN ·
DATION . 21(1 MAD· I I
ISON AVEN UE .
NEW YORK . NY 1001l> I NAME I

I ADDRESS I
I I

I,
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POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.O. Box 645

Sin Anselmo, CA 94960

u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 u~gs
5.n Anselmo, c•. 94960 eSA
Chronicle 100 / Novem ber 1978 / Vol. 3D, No.4
JOSEPH RUBINFINE
R.F.D. NO.1 PLEASANTVILLE, NEW JERSEY 08232 (609) 641-3290

We are always interested in purchasing
American Historical Manuscripts,

Letters, Documents , Autographs , Etc .

Collections or Single Items

Our latest illustrated catalogue $1.00

I!t' AUTOGRAPHS-MANUSCRIPTS ~
~ HISTORICAL AMERICANA l.'"ll!}
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor,__J
THE 104 RATE:
TRANSPACIFIC COVERS VIA U.S. MAILS DURING THE 1869 PERIOD

MICHAEL LAURENCE

INTRODUCTION
Here we begin discussing covers that crossed the Pacific via the U.S. mail

service during the lifetime of the 1869 stamps. Our research basis is an exami­
nation of 1O¢ 1869 covers . Though limited, this is a reasonable vein to mine,
since 1O¢ was the basic letter rate to transpacific destinations served by the
U.S. mails during the start-up years of the transpacific service.

Of course, there were other mail services, at higher rates, to take corre­
spondence from th e U.S. to the commercial capitals of the Orient. The British ,
the Germans, and (at least theoretically, for part of the 1869 period) the French
all ran international mail services, and Americans could post by their routes.
Letters could cross the Atlantic in the regular service and enter the appropriate
foreign mails in Europe. I discussed several aspects of these interesting trans­
atlantic covers in Chronicle 87.1

Now we are talking about covers that crossed the Pacific , occasionally
on private sailing vessels but much more typically on regularly scheduled
steamships operating under government subsidy. Destinations most frequently
served, based on the evidence of surviving covers, were China, Japan and
Hawaii. Covers are occasionally seen to certain of the Australian states, to New
Zealand and to Singapore. Transpacific covers should also exist to Calcutta,
Madras, Bombay, and Aden , thou gh these we have yet to see.

The rate under which such covers were carried-10¢ per ~ ounce-can
be conceived as an extension of the 10¢ "blanket rate" that became effective
1 July 1864.2 This same rate , to many of the destinations just mentioned, was
subsequently confirmed in specific postal treaties which we will discuss in 'due
course. As a practical matter, respecting our discussion here, the 10¢ trans­
pacific rate wasn't available until the establishment of the contract transpacific
steamer service in 1867. This service didn't become regular until 1868, and
wasn't widely used until after the completion of the transcontinental railroad
in May 1869, which is why we deem it an appropriate discussion for a section
devoted to the uses of the 1869 stamps.

And excepting a few destinations, the 10¢ rate continued through 1874 and
sometimes into 1875. Much of what we say here should thus generally apply
to covers from 1869 to 1875. However, our specific focus is on covers from
the 1869 period and our supporting artifacts are covers bearing 10¢ 1869. We
will discuss the covers destination by destination, beginning with the covers
involving China.

Our records show eight 10¢ 1869 covers addressed to China: four each
to Hong Kong and Shanghai. Then as now, Hong Kong was a British colony,
geographically a part of the Celestial Kingdom but politically an important
outpost of the British Empire. One can argue that Hong Kong is a different
national destination than Shanghai, but a decent respect for reality, plus the
paucity of the surviving covers, suggests their being grouped together, as we
have done in Table 1. All these covers to China were carried on ships of the
Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company, whose huge wooden sidewheelers travelled
between San Francisco and Hong Kong, stopping each way at Yokohama.
Connecting P.M.S.S. steamers, less ambitious in construction, plied between
Yokohama and Shanghai.

I. " Br itish Mail Covers to th e Orient," Ch ron icle 87:170-176. See also Chroni cle 92:183.
2. " 10(' R a te to Ne w Zea land ," Ch ronic le 86:103-105. See also Chronicle 95:183.
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COVERS TO HONG KON G
The earliest transpacific 10¢ 1869 cover that we know about, shown as

Figure 1, travelled from New York to Hong Kong in the summer of 1869. The
New York time-of-day circular shows JUN 8, the red San Francisco transit
marking shows JUL 2 and the Hong Kong backstamp shows AU 6 69. The
railroad linkage to San Francisco had been completed just a few weeks before
this letter was posted. The sender made note of this in his bold routing at
upper left: "By Overland Mail & P.M.S.S. Co." The cover crossed the Pacific
on the sidewheeler Great Republic, which according to the daily Alta California
departed San Francisco on 3 July 1869. This cover comes from the Law corre­
spondence ("care of Smith, Archer and Co."), a good find of classic covers from
the U.S. to Hong Kong.

Figure 1. Earlie.t reeerded 10, 1869 cover to Chin• . Thi. cover en ter ed th o meil. on June 8, 1869, week.
after 'he complet ion of 'he ',."scanlin.nl.' railway. From San Francisco it travelled to Hong Kong on 'he
sid.wheel steamer "Gre il' Republic. " Not e routing at upper left .

Along with the other Hong Kong covers listed in Table 1, th is cover was
rated according to the terms of the postal convention between the U.S. and
the colonial government of Hong Kong, effective 1 November 1867. The
designated exchange offices were New York, San Francisco and Hon g Kong.
The blanket rate of lO¢ per ~ ounce was continued in this treaty. Hon g Kong
agreed to deliver letters, without any additional charge, not only in Hong Kong,
but to other Chinese ports south of Shanghai, including Canton, Amoy, Swatow,
and Foochow. The treaty said that such letters "sha ll be pla inly stamped with
the words 'paid all' in red ink, on the right-hand upper corner of the face of
the address, and shall also bear the stamp of the mailing exchange office on
their face , and that of the receiving exchange office on their back.'" The cover
in Figure 1 illustrates that, at least in this instance, all the treaty provisions
were executed.

COVERS TO SHANGHAI
Covers to Shanghai were specifically excluded from the U.S.-Hong-Kong

treaty, though they still required the 10¢ blanket rate. The few covers I've
seen to Shanghai , at this rate, bear the circular backstamps of the British post
office at Shanghai and sometimes of the Hong Kong post office as well. The
meager evidence suggests that certain covers that could have been conveyed
from Yokohama to Shanghai via the P.M.S.s. branch steamers remained on
the P.M.S.S. main steamer for delivery to the British post office at Hong Kong
and subsequent British carriage to Shanghai. Some covers to Shanghai show
on reverse a series of Chinese characters, typically in blue, which might repre-

3. 16 U.S. Sta t ., 1107· 1108.
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1. 1O~ 1869 COVERS TO CHINA VIA U.S. MAILS
O R IG IN / DESTINATION STA M P(S ) REFERENCE
Xcw York /Hong Kong 10C 1869 Figure I.
Ap p oma tt ox c.a., vs. ) 101' 1869 Dr . G . R . Wcaver

Han gch ow , via Sha ng hai
?/ Hong Kon g

Boston /H ong Kon g
New York /S ha nghai
Xew York /S ha ng ha i
Pen na .ySha ng hai

1869
1870
1870
1870

?

TABLE
DATE

8 J UN E 1869
13 OCT 1869

24 J AN
21 A PR
I I NOV
? ?

10(' 1869 Siegel 9-16-65, 1366.
tOe 1869 Siege l 5- 12-78, 414.
10<, 1869 Ryo Ishikaw a
JOe 1869 Ryo Ishikawa
10¢ 1869 + ~yo Ishi kawa
10<' 1870 \

X X X X / Hong Kon g 2 10C 1869 H~nner 6-10-76. 701.

sent a delivery charge. This is an area in which I am obviously not knowledgeable
and would appreciate help. Most of th e surviving covers repose in the Orient,
which makes examination difficult. In any event, at least respecting lOti 1869,
covers to China have clearly survived less frequently than covers from China,
to which we now tum.

COVERS FROM CHINA
My records now show 42 l Oti 1869 covers from the U.S. consular post office

at Shanghai. Since this was the only U.S. post office in China, the only post
office at which U.S. stamps were available, all covers showing l Oti 1869 had
to pass through it. (1 am aware of the existence of off-cover single lOti 1869
stamps showing the B-62 grid cancellation of the British post office at Hong
Kong; but until cover or archival evidence confirms the use of 1869 stamps at
Hong Kong, we must tend to regard these odd stamps as art rather than artifact.)

1 wrote about lOti 1869 covers from Shanghai in Chronicle 80 and in sub­
sequent articles." The 2O-odd covers 1 initially recorded have now grown to 42,
the earliest of which was marked at Shanghai on 20 November 1869 and the
latest of which is from 13 February 1873. Thus it appears that the U.S. lOti
1869 stamp was used in Shanghai for more than three years-three times longer
than it was used in the U.S. Th e extended period of use in Shanghai, alon g
with the reasonable obs ervation that covers from China should survive more
abundantly since they are already here and don't need to be rep atriated,
explains whr covers from China are more common than covers to China.

Most 0 th e lOti 1869 covers from China show the "P. O. D. U.S. Con.
Cenl." marking shown in Figure 2. Thi s marking was replaced by the "U.S.
POSTAL AC'CY" marking, a strike of which is illustrated on piece in Fi gure 3
and on full cover in Figure 4.

Figure 2. The Shanghai Consu lar mark ing . Figure 3. The Sha nghai Ag ency marking .

When 1 wrote earlier about lOti 1869 covers from Shanghai, 1 did not know
that any existed showing the Agency marking. Since then, three have turned
up . Two are waiting to be auctioned as I write these words , being lots 594 and
595 in the Cibbons/Merkur sale of the John Juhring material October 25-28,
1978. The third is Figure 4.

The cover in Figure 4 shows a Shanghai date of February 19 and a San
Francisco date of March 21. Per th e methodology developed in Chronicle 80,
these two dates are sufficient to tell us that the cover is from 1873. The two

4. Ch ronicle 80:214-222; 81:37-39; 82:97-98: 84:228·230.
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Figure 4. The Shanghai Agency marking on a 10¢ 1869 coyer pOlted in 1873. The Agency marking came
into us. sometime in late 1871 or early 1872, and is not frequently seen on covers bearing 1869 stamps.

Juhring Agency covers bear Shanghai dates, according to the catalog descrip­
tion, of May 12 and July 14, both 1872. The record of lOci 1869 covers from
Shanghai now leads to the conclusion that the consular marking in Figure 2
was replaced by the Agency marking in Figures 3 and 4 sometime between
October 24, 1871 (last consular cover) and May 12, 1872 (first agency cover ).

This is a somewhat controversial conclusion, because the conventional
wisdom among collectors who fancy these U.S. uses in China is that the consular
marking was phased out earlier. Ridd ell's undated monograph," which so far
as I know is the only published attempt to year-date the uses of the various
U.S. Shanghai postmarks, puts the changeover at "circa 1870." (The Agency
marking, according to Riddell, was then used until 1886.) So here we have a
small but useful addition to the postal-historical record, growing from the
narrow-focus examination of the various facets of a single stamp type.

Given the relatively short lifetime of the Consular marking (26 May 1868­
late 1871 or early 1872) we are fortunate that examples have survived in
comparative abundance. Respecting lOci 1869 covers showing this marking,
I think the current market has priced them more optimistically than scarcity
should justify. As noted, they are much more common than their westbound
counterparts, which command lower prices.

In subsequent Chronicles we will use this article as a basis for discussing
U.S. mail covers to and from Japan, to and from Hawaii, and to the other
destinations serviced by the U.S. transpacific mail service during the 1869
period. Ken Cilbart's article in Chronicle 996 is a welcome contribution, and
more is needed. Help if you can.

5. J. D. Riddell . T he U.S. Postal Agency in Shanghai, Chi na. London , unda ted .
6. " Hawa iian Steam Servi ce Contract Sailings." Chronicle 99:210-215.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
Ch ro n icle 100 / No vember 1978 / Vol. 30. No.4 273



THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
THE 10i RE·ENGRAVED STAMP OF 1882
JfREMY WILSON AND JOHN KOHLHEPP

The 10¢ re-engraved of 1882 (Scott 209), is a lack-luster emission when
compared to most of the preceding United States postage stamps. Although
the stamp served its purpose on dom estic and foreign mail for eight years,
its uses also tended to be unspectacular . According to Elliott Perry "probably
95% of the re-engraved 10¢ Jefferson stamps . .. paid a 1O¢ registry fee with
3¢ (to October 1, 1883), or 2¢ (from October 1, 1883) adhesive or envelope
stamps for postage."! Most of the remaining lOti stam ps were used to pay double
the 5ti rate on mail to foreign countr ies under the Universal Postal Union.
Apparently many small town post offices still had a goodly supply of the lOti
re -engraved on hand when it was officially supersede d by the lOti of the 1890
issue as examples of its use for quite a few years thereafter are not uncommon.

Early in the 1880s, th e American Bank Note Company decided to convert
their printing facilities from hand-operated to steam-powered presses. This
conversion was reported later by John Luff who noted that just prior to 1885
the American Bank Note Company prepared U. S. postage stam ps in sets of
five for use on steam-powered presses, a letter being assigned to each set.
One set of 1O¢ plates was numbered 547 to 559 and lettered "M". Since the
new steam pr esses would have rap idly worn down the Continental plates that
the American Bank Note Comp any had taken over in 1879, it was decided that
the four denominations most frequently pri nted would be re-engraved to accom­
modate the new presses. Th e Ameri can Bank Note Company further decided
to use up its higher denominations and print them only when needed using
the old Continental plat es. As a result the l ¢, 3¢, 6¢ and 1O¢ denominations of
the 1879 issue were select ed for re-engraving. Ironically the 2¢ of that issue
was not included, perhaps because of the anticipated reduction in first class
postage from 3¢ to 2¢ and subsequent issuance of a new 2¢ stamp on Oc­
tober 1, 1883.

The American Bank Not e Company found a National die of the 10¢ de­
nomination and re-engraved it. Th e use of a National die would expla in the
absence of the secre t mark fou nd on the Conti nental and early American pri nt ­
ings. Amon g the alte rations on the die were the following: first, the frame was
retouched so that there were four instead of five vertical lines to the left of
Jefferson's portrait ; second, the thickness of the oval surrounding Jefferson's
portrait was reduced by a th ird ; then, Jefferson's portrait was slightly touch ed
up with a few lines adde d and oth ers strengthened, particularly in the hair
above his forehead ; finally, the addition of horizontal lines almost obliterated
the five vertical shadings below the ribbon carrying the stamp's valu e. Th e
American Bank Note Company prepared eleven plates from the National die .
Over-all th e retouching of the National die rendered the stamp darker and more
solid in its appearance. As John Luff complained, "This re-engraving did not
improve th e appearance of the stamps. Th eir delicacy and clearness were de­
stroyed "and the impressions from the recut design are heavy, blurred and
uneven. 2

Aside from the aesthetics of the 10¢ re-engraved, a minor controversy
erupted over the qu est ion of whe n the stamp first appeared. Since the re-engrav­
ings of th e l ¢, 3ci, 6¢ and lOci denominations were technical matters pursued
by the American Bank Note Company rather than an official Post Office policy,
the appearance of the new stamps was not announced in advance. A survey

\. Elliott Pe rr y. Pal Para graphs, p . 1 9 7~ .

2. J oh n N . Luff. T h e Post age Stamps of th e Unitr d Sla tes . (New York . The Scott Stamp
a nd Coin Companv. 1902) . p . 148.
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Figure 1. A regislry fee use wilh 2¢ embossed and I, and 2¢ 1887 peying the 5, rale under U.P.U. from
Oldenburg, Texas, 10 Varel in the old German s'.'e of Oldenburg.

of contemporary philatelic publications suggests that the re-engraved stamps
were ignored at first by the philatelic public. Most stamp collector journals
in the early 1880s were content to list new stamps "for the record" months
and even years after the issues appeared.

The earliest report of the 10¢ re-engraved was in June of 1882 by The
Philatelic Record. Five years later, John K. Tiffany reported that the lO¢
re-engraved first appeared in November, 1882.3 In 1902, John N, Luff cor­
rected his colleague stating, "Mr. Tiffany says the re-engraved stamps began
to appear in November, 1882. This date is much too late."! Luff went on to
say that the 10¢ re-engraved first appeared sometime in April, 1882, about a
month after the stamp was printed from the new plates. Scott and other cata­
loguers have agreed with Luff on this point and April, 1882, is the date accepted
by collectors today. The earliest date of use on cover has not been officially
recorded. Collectors might find it worthwhile to examine lO¢ re-engraved
covers to try to determine the earliest date of use , one hopes, in April, 1882.

While the philatelic journals of the early 1880s failed to notice the appear­
ance of the 10¢ re-engraved, the Durbin and Scott catalogues failed to list
the new stamp until their 1883-4 editions. As the publishers of catalogues were

Figure 2. Paying double rale under U.P.U. from Philadelphia 10 Germany in 1886.

3. J ohn K. Ti ffan y, H istory of the Postage Stamps o f th e United Stale s of A merica, (St.
Louis, C. H. Mekeel . 1887) , p. 183.

4. J ohn N . Lu ff, lac. cit .
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prohibited from using full illustra tions of U.S. postage stamps, Durbin and
Scott described stamps b y color. Under the listing "Various Heads. Perforated.
1870-1882," D urbin simply described th e copy of th e 1O¢ re-engrave d as
"Chocola te ." Scott put th e 10¢ re-engraved und er the heading "Same Designs,
re-engra ved ," sta ting th e color of th e sta mp was brown .

If.

Figure 3 . A 12¢ rate cover from Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. to Melbourne via New York City and San Francisco w ith
two pe nce due on forwa rding '0 Sydney . The Au stralian states were not U.P.U. members at this t ime .

Varieties of th e 1O¢ re-engraved are restricted to colors and plate varieties
such as double transfers and shifts. John K. Tiffany in his History of th e Postage
Stamps of the United States of America (1887) noted the following color varieties
of the 1O¢ re -engraved.f

(a ) The ea r lies t impress ions are ill mu ddv vellow brown . qu ir e uniform all ove r th e
stam p .

Figure 4. Peir with I ¢ re-engraved on regi.tered leller to Cub . , May, 1883 . Overpayment of 6, of .ingle
leller .. te und er UPU (5¢) plus reg istry fee (l Ot ). Why 21¢ in postage? Notation " By British Mail via St.
Thomas" pencilled out at post off ice as routing was obsolete . Rate to West Indies by British Mail had
been 13¢ sing le in July, 1875 ; reg istry fe e had been 8¢ Jan . I, 1874-0d. I , 1875 . Probably the bank
employee who handl ed 'his lett er, in addition to noting an obsolete route used an outdated posta l r.'.
cha,t from which w as computed the erroneous 2 1~ . The lette r was eve ntually returned as undeliverable and
cons ign ed to th e Dead Lelle r Office.

5. J ohn K. T iffany, 01' . cit., pp. 185-6.
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(b) Later im p ressions . ill 1886. are in a clearer shade of yellow-brown. and th e light
on the face ha s been increased . mu ch improving th e effec t.

(c) An od d purple-brown shade appeared in 1886.
(d) A dark black brown shade is now . 1887. in use.

As for the plate varieties, the authors have seen only one double transfer.
Shifts appear to be more plentiful.

Interesting and fancy cancellations on the lOci re-engraved are limited but
can be found. Their scarcity is due to the continuing policy of the Post Office
Department started in 1875 of requiring postmasters to use uniform, lackluster
commercial killers instead of the unusual and fancy cancellations, often hand­
made, used by numerous postmasters previously.

From the PMG Annual Reports, over 174 million copies of the lOci re­
engraved were distributed to post offices. Today mint copies and blocks are
not uncommon and a sheet is on display in the Government's collection in the
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C.

The lOci re-engraved has never been popular, but specialized collections
do exist and the authors would appreciate hearing from those collectors. An
unpopular stamp which deserves more attention, the lOci re-engraved is a fine
stamp for inexpensive specialization.

Source.
Brook man. Lester G., Nin eteenth Century Postage Stamps of th e United Stat es. New York. H . L.

Lindquist . 1968.
Lu ff. J ohn N.• Th e Postage Stamps of the United States, New York , T he Scott Stamp and

Coin Co.• 1902.
Perry. Elliott. Elliott Perry Graphs, " IO¢ J efferson 1870-1889," pp. 1-12 and Pat Paragraphs,

p p. 1971-1974.
Tiffany, John K., H istory of th e Postage Stamps of th e Un ited States of A merica, St. Louis ,

C. H . Mekee l, 1887.
T he au thors wou ld like to express thei r thanks to Mr. George Turner for his b ib liographical

assistance.
We buy better covers of

United States Offices in China
and

19th Century Trans-Pacific Mail

Please phone or write:

George

•AleVi~O_W-i l~-hi-re-BI V-d-. SU-i te-3-07-----
Santa Mon icC\ .Cc"llifo rniC\ 90401
Telephon e 12131 4 50 -254 3
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
U.S.-INDIA MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES

India has always been a very popular area for collectors, from junior-grade
hole-fillers to students entr anced by the philately (including, naiiirlich, all postal
usages) of British India, with th e convention and feudato ry states . These stu ­
dents have been prolific writers; the Collectors Club library indexes over 70
references to 1974, th e London Philatelist over 125 to 1968, and th is author's
cover frequency list puts India in ninth place.' Nevertheless, th e Chronicle
has remained silent on the subject of mails exchange d between the U.S. and
India.

We present here a more nearly correct compilation of letter rates from
the U.S. to India" th an has been previous ly published.

Regular mail service from the U.S. to India, or indeed to any far eastern
destination, was entirely dependent on the British mail service from Suez until
Oct. 1862, wh en th e Compagnie Messageries Imperiales Indo-China line began
operations.f French convention rates at 60¢ the ~ ounce were more expensive
in this five -year period to 1868, and the mail service was neither more reli abl e
nor faster than th e Briti sh. So we find few French convention letters from
the U.S. to India. The various German mail systems (Bremen , Hamburg, Prus­
sian, North German Union) all had to tie into the British transit from Alex­
andria, and were seldom used for U.S.-India letters.

British treaty mails for India from the U.S. were routed from England
to Alexandria by three different paths4 •5 ,6 .7 : via Southampton, via Marseilles,
via Brindisi.

From 1840 the Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co. (the P. & 0.)
held th e Briti sh mail contract for carri age via Southampton-Gibraltar-Malta­
Alexandria. In 1852, Marseilles became a port of call, to be replaced by Brindisi
Nov. 1870.

The second route, defined by Anglo-French treaties , went by channel
packet to Calais, through France to Marseilles, and by French packet to Alex­
andria; P. & O. pack ets also picked up Briti sh mails at Marseilles, 1852-Nov. 1870.

The third route, via Brindisi, is sep arable into three sequences. The first
was an experime nta l route (with a sea link over 500 miles shorte r than by
Marseilles): rail across France and down Italy to Brindisi, thence by Italian
packet to Alexandria. During this period, Nov. 1869-0ct. 1870, a portion of
the mail directed via Marseilles was sent via Brindisi. The Franco-Prussian
War soon interrupted regular transit through France, Marseilles was replaced
by Brindisi as a port of call for the P. & 0., and British utilized their postal

I. An es t imate of th e rc la t ivc abundan ce o f exist in g cla ssic covers to and from the U.S.:
1--1. (Ca n ad a. England . France . Ge rma ny): ii, China : 6. H awaii ; i-8, (It a ly, Switzerlan d) ;
9. I nd ia ; 10-1-1. (Au st ra lia. Denmark. Peru . Spa in, Swcd en) ,

2. The ge ne ra l term " Ea st Indi es" (instead of India . or eve n Hindostan) was u sed in
the British treatv ra te tables o f 1849. a nd this rather con fus in g terminologv was contin u ed
in suc cess ive l : .5 . p ostal gu ides and th e U.s . M ail &- P.O. Assistant ,

3. Ma in lin e : Sue z-Aden -Po in te de Ca lle-Pena ng -Singa porc-Sai go n . Five bran ch lin es to
~ raurit ill s. Calc u tt a. Ba tavia . Mauila , a nd Sha ng ha i. See R. Sa lles , I.a Past e M arit ime Fran coise ,
T ome Y.

4. H . T . Lo bdell , "T he O verl an d Mail Rou te via Su ez to th e O ri en t ," I-tt h A m erican
Philateli c COl/g ress . 6i -i5.

5. H. Robin so n . Carry ing British Ma il Overseas, 158·1i l.
6. D. R . Ma rt in and N. Bl air. Overseas Letter Postage fro m I nd ia, 1854-i6, 1-14.
i . N . Blair, "T he Sto ry of th e An glo- Indian Ma ils, Part VI , 'V ia Br indi si '," Postscrip t 2i ,

31-34.
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RATES TO INDIA.
BRITISH POSSESSIONS AND PROTECTED STATES (HINDOSTAN, HINDOOSTAN)

7/49 10/52 e7/ 56 4/57 7/57 e4/59 5/63 2/67 3/67 1/68 3/68
Br. vS 45 omit 33 - - - 22 28
Br. vM 65/75 - omit 39/45 - - - 30 36
Br., oA-oB 21-5 - - - omit- -
PCM 38 - - - - 36 - 35 omit
Fr. 30/60 - - - - omit
B-H vM 40/72 - 37 - omit
B-H vT 64 - - .~5 - omit

7/68 11/ 68 1/70 7/70 8/70 11/ 70 1/71 3/ 71 4/71 10/71 7/75 7/76
Br. vS - 22 - - - - - - °21 om it
Br. vM - - 30 - - om it
Br. vB 36 28 - - °27 omit
Am. Pkt. vSF 10 - - - - - - - - omit
NCll,d. 27 24 omit 24 om it- - -
xcu. em. 32 - - 27 - - - omit
xcu. d . vB *25 - 24 - *~ om it
NCll . em . vB °28 27 - °21 om it
NCll, d . vT °27 °26 omit
xcu. em . vT "30 °27 omit
Cerman °17 om it
UPlJ , Italian °10

OTHER THAN BRITISH-
10/52 5/63 3/6 7 1/68

PCM 70 68 59 omit

FRENCH POSSESSIONS [CHANDERNAGOR, KARIKA1, MAHE, PONDICHERRY, YANSON (YANAON)]
4/57 8/69 1/70 7/75 7/ 76

Fr. °30/ °60 - omit
Br. vS 28 22 °21 om it
Am. Pkt. vSF \0 omit
UPlJ . I t. 0\0

For explana tion of abbreviations and symbols. see Chronicles 87:190 and 91:293.



arrangements with Germany to set up a new transit to Brindisi. Mail was sent
by the North German Union closed mail route: across the channel to Ostende­
Cologne-Miinich down through Italy to Brindisi , and then by P. & O. packet
to Alexandria. Late in 1871 the Mont Cenis tunnel was completed, expediting
rail service between France and Italy. This improvement, with the cessation
of war interruptions, prompted Britain to once more route its mails through
France and down Italy to Brindisi. This route was used from Jan. 1872 into
the 20th century.

Contract mails in the forties took about three days to cross Egypt via
Alexandria-Mahmoudieh Canal-Nile River-Cairo-camel to Suez. Construction
of a railway was a leisurely process-to the Nile by 1853, to Cairo by 1856, and
to Suez Dec. 1859. The Egyptian railway was heavily subsidized by Britain;
an Anglo-Egyptian treaty, effective 30 June 1858, set an annual payment of
12,000 pounds sterling for complete postal facilities and rail transit between
Alexandria and Suez." The Suez Canal, which opened for traffic Nov. 1869,
was not used for British mail carriage until 1874, when the mail packets from
Southampton proceeded east through the canal with the mails, instead of drop­
ping them off at Alexandria. The Brindisi mails were not routed through the
canal until 1888.

The P. & O. held only the contract for the Suez-Aden-Pointe de Galle­
Madras-Calcutta run from 1845-54; the East India Co. did not relinquish the
Suez-Aden-Bombay run until 1854. From that date to Mar. 1868 the P. & O.
maintained mail service to both Bombay and Calcutta; after Mar. 1868 the
Calcutta run was abandoned.

Figure 1. Unp.id leiter from C.lcutt., 1854. Th. 75¢ rale, 1/4.1/2 ounce, vi. M.rllill.., wilh 2sh. 3d . (54¢)
d.bil 10 U.5.

Now to the covers , the lovely covers.... Figure 1 shows a folded letter
from Calcutta, 18 Nov. 1854, with directive "Via Marseilles." To follow this
directive, it was necessary to send the letter unpaid, at the rate of 2sh. 3d., for
~4 to ~ ounce, to England." So the Calcutta office marked the due rate to England,
ms. "2/ 3," stamped a red boxed INDIA,IO and sent the letter via Marseilles
to London. That office debited the U.S. 54¢ (2sh. 3d.) and sent the letter to
Liverpool for transit to New York by Collins line steamer (Am. Pkt.). Boston
stamped the large black "75," total rat e collect (34¢ British and 2xlO¢ French
transit, 16¢ U.S. sea and 5¢ U.S. inland). An unpaid letter with 65¢ rate via
Marseilles, under J4 ounce, has been illustrated and discussed by C. M. Hahn.P

8. British 6' Foreign State Papers, 52, 897-898.
9. Ma rt in and Blair , op . cit ., 45. From 1 Oct. 1854-1 Feb . 1856, letters via Marseilles could

not be p re pa id, but had to be sent "Bea ring."
10. Robson Lowe, Encyclopedia, Vol. III , Th e Em pire in Asia, 147. Li sted as HS 385,

used 1838· 6 1 in the Bengal Presiden cy.
II. S.P.A . Journal , Oct. 1977, 109-111.
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The cover, from Benares 27 May 1852, shows a boxed INDIA, a Ish. IOd. "bear­
ing" rate to En gland, and debit to U.S. of 60¢, since Atlantic transit was by
Cunard (Br. Pkt.),

Figure 2. Prepaid 11 annas 4 pies (34¢) rate to U.S. por t. under 1/4 ounce, vi. Marseilles . British credit of
16¢ to U.S., S¢ U.S. inla nd collect at New York, 1660 ; to tal rate equivalent to 39 ¢ rate from U.S.

Next are two covers from Calcutta, one prepaid, one unpaid, both sent at
the equivalent of the U.S. 39¢ under II ounce via Marseilles rate. The Figure
2 cover was mailed 12 JuI. 1860 with 8as., 2as., I a., and ~a. '56 issues for the
llas. 4p . (34¢)12 prepaid rate to U.S. port. Th e Calcutta office (or Bombay, 25
Jul. ) stamped a red boxed INDIA/PAID iii and marked ms. red "I I ," Ish. 4d.
credit to London, retaining Id, local. At London the U.S. was credited 16¢ for
Am. Pkt. transit, thus only 5¢ U.S. inland collect at New York.

Figure 3 shows a folded lett er dated 4 Jul. 1857, stamped with black boxed
INDIA UNPAID and marked in black ms. "Id.," believed a Calcutta debit to
the London office. The lett er arrived at London 14 Aug ., the U.S. was debited
34¢, and the cover travelled from Liverpool on the Cunard America, reaching

Figu re 3. Unpa id 39¢ rat . from Calcutta, 18S7. Not . ld . d eh it to London off ice, 34 ¢ debit to U.S., 39 ¢
total collect at Boston.

12. I rupee (2sh ., 48~ ) = 16 annas (1\i2d., 3c) = 192 p ies (I;.I¢)
13. Rob son Lowe , 0/" cit., 146. Li sted as H S 321. used 1847-64 in a ll Ind ia .
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Boston 27 Aug. The Boston black "39" total rate collect included the 34¢ British
charge an d 5¢ U.S. inland.

A 5¢ red brown '62 with .30¢ and 10¢ '61 issues prepay th e British
45¢ ra te via Mars eilles, ~4 -~ ounce, on the cover shown as Figure 4. The Boston
office cred ited 40¢ to Britain (BOSTON BR. PKT . 40 NOV 4), sent the letter to
New York for tra nsit by Cunard Austra lasian, 5 Nov. 1862. Some 43 days lat er it
reached Bombay, 16 D ec.

Figure 4. The 1/4~lh cunee via Mar! f!iIIes r~ t8 w ith 5 C' red brow " '62, lOt ~ nd ~n( '6 1 h~m Bo~t~., to
Bombay , 1862 . Cun ard " Al!dralas ian" to Llverpee t, thlJs d.O( cre dit tn Brit"in.

A glance at the ra te table will show the faithful reader that there were two
Brit ish 30¢/ 3:\ ounce via ~ [ arseilles rates- one of three months durat ion , the
other, ten months. W e show the latter as Figure 5, a cover mailed from Ch ester ,
Pa., 9 Mar. 1870, with a 30¢ '68 "F" grill issue . It was processed at the Phila­
delphia exchange office- purple PHI LA. PAID ALL ~'lAR 10 and red 26¢ credit
to Britain (U.S. retained only the 4¢ inland and sea postage on British mail pre­
paid beyond the U.K., 1 Jan. 1870-1 Jul. 1875). Atlan tic tr ansit was from New
York. 12 Mar., on the Nor th German Lloyd " ' eser II to Southa mpton and
London, wh ere the usu al red 1d. colonial cred it was stamped. It is just possible
the cover could have been sent by the experimental Brindi si route (Nov. 1869­
Oct. 1870) instead of via Marseilles. In any event, the letter reached Calcutta In
Apr. and Moulmein, Burma, 29 Apr.

The tables of Bri tish mail departures from London for India claim but a
five-day advantage for the Marseilles route, which was only about a 10 percent

Figure 5. A 30c " F" gr ill paying the via Marse illes postage (1 Jan . 1870·Nov. 1870 ). From Chester, Pa.,
9 Mar. 1870 , credited at Ph iladelph ia w ith 26c to Brita in .
Chro nicle lOll i Xovem ber 1978 / Vol. 30, No . -I



improvement in average tran sit time for letters from Boston to Calcutta, 1857-63.
Nevertheless, judging from files and other data, it appears th at Southampton
route mail before 1870 is not common. ' Ve show as Figure 6 a via Southampton
cover franked with a strip of three 1O¢ TAG varieties and a 3¢ '61 for the 33¢
rate. The New York office credited Britain with 12¢ and sent th e letter by Inman
City of London, Am. Pkt. , 13 May 1865. Arr ival at Vellore, 30 jun., shows 48
days in transit.

Figure 6. Strip of three IO¢ and a 3~ '61, 33 ¢ via Southampton. From New York , 1865 , by Inman "City of
london ," with 12¢ cred ited to Britain . Arrived Vellor e afte r 48 day s trans it .

No Indi a article should be without a cover from th e Bissell correspondence
and here, as Figure 7, is one from Boston 28 May 1873. It is franked with 10¢
and 12¢ Nationa l stamps for the 22¢ via Southa mp ton rate. Boston credited
Britain with 18¢ (red crayon "18" and cds. BOSTON PAID); th e most prob abl e
transit was by the Hapag Siles ia from New York 29 May, touching at Plymouth
8 June. The letter was sorted on board P. & O. steamer on th e Suez to Bombay
run (SEA POST OFFICE 27 6 73), and reach ed Ahme dnuggur 10 Jul. - 43 days
in transit. A cover illustrat ing the last Southamption rate, 21¢ (1 Jul. 1875-1 Jul.
1876), has been discussed previously.l '

Figure 7. Boslon , 1873, to Ahmednuggur. The 22 ~ via So ulhamplon ra le w ilh 10¢ and 12¢ Nal ionals; 18¢
credit '0 Britain , 1d . colonial credit.

A representative cover sen t by the Brindisi route is shown as Figure 8.
The 28¢ rate was paid with a 24¢ gray '63 and a pair of 2¢ Nationals; New York
processed th e cover with credit of 24¢ to Britain (NEW 24 YORK), and sent

H . Chronicle SI :'11·:>.
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it 2 Dec. 1874 by Cunard packet to Liverpool. The letter arr ived at Morabadad
10 Jan . 1875 and Bareilly 13 Jan .

Figure 8. Via 8rindisi with 24( gray '63 and pa ir 2( Nation als lor the 28¢ rate . From New York 1874. 24(
credit to Britain, and still the 1d. colonial uedit .

British treat y op en mail covers to India form a littl e pocket of study all by
themselves. First , although th e system was ably explained by Hargest .l" we
would like to review th is open mail, or part-paid , system as it operated from
the U.S. Article XI of th e 1848 U.S.-U.K. treaty provided that letters from th e
U.S. to destinations beyond the U.K. mu st be turned over to th e British mail
system with at least the U.S. postage paid (211 if by Am. Pkt . to England, 51
if by Br. Pkt. from U.S. port). If the Briti sh postage had to be paid in advance,
the total postage to destin at ion was paid in the U.S. Article XII stated th at the
British portion of postage would be "the same as th e rate which is now, or which
may hereafter be, taken by the British post office upon letters to or from such
colonies or possessions, or foreign countries respectively, wh en posted at the
port of arr ival or delivered at th e port of departure of the packets carrying th e
mail between th e Uni ted Kingdom and the United States." Thus the total rate
of posta ge was 21¢ plus th e British rate from En gland to destination (with the
single exception of France). The treaty regulations of 1849 sep arated all desti­
nations into th e two categories: Table D-postage to be fully pr epaid; Table B­
U.S. postage only to be pr epaid, Table B, open mail , was processed at the London
office, debited according to Anglo-foreign arra ngements if to a foreign desti­
nation.l" and by vari able accounting procedures if to a British destination.

Past for eign mail interpreters (including Ashbrook) have assumed that the
black ms. markings on open mail to certain British possessions were notations of
the total postage du e, in shillings and pence, at destination. It has now been estab­
lished by Michael Laurence that this is not always the case. He deserves con­
gratulations on his original findings in regard to th e debit markings on open mail
covers from the U.S. to Hong Kong.!? He has shown that, for the period Nov.
1859- Dec. 1861, the bl ack ms. markings on open mail covers were uniformly
1d./~ ounce less th an th e total British postage due at Hon g Kong. Although using
qualifiers and avoiding a positive sta tement, Laur ence advances a reasonable and
logical explanation: th e decrease in debit to the Hon g Kong office was a method
of allowin g the 1d./~ ounce colonial credit (which had be en given on fully pre­
paid letters).

I;;. G. E. H a rgest , Let tcr Post Com m /ill icat iot is. ett:., 37-38.
16. Exam p les : to Belgium . Chronicle 56:116-19; to H oll and . Chronicl e 58:8 0; to Italy,

Chro nicle 74:98 -99; 78:119-24.
17. 1\1. Laurence . " Pa r t- Pa id Covers From The U.S. to H on g Kon g," Postal History [o u rnal ,

13, 7·24.
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Figure 9. 5¢ open mail, Cunard "Arabia" transit . Ish . 4d. debit to Calcuna; 11 annas 4 pies (Ish. 5d .) total
collect at Calcutta, 1862 . Equivalent to 39¢ via Mzrseilles rate.

Until the Goddard correspondence started dribbling into collections in the
late 1960s, open mail letters to India were decidedly scarce. But now there are
enough covers to study (17 available, Jul. 1861-May 1863), and their debit mark­
ings corroborate the Hong Kong treatment described by Laurence. The India
covers all bear a Calcutta or Bombay collect postage marking, and so give posi­
tive evidence of the Id./~ ounce deduction in the London debit. Shown here are
two open mail examples, both at the total rat e of 391/~ ounce via Marseilles. The
first , Figure 9, was mailed from Boston 20 Aug. 1862 with a 51 '61 for the open
mail rate by Br. Pkt., with tran sit by the Cunard Arabia to Liverpool. At Lon ­
don the Foreign Office debited Calcutta with black ms. Ish. 4d (lOas. 8p. , 321)
before routing via Marseilles to Bombay, 25 Sep., and Calcutta, 3 Oct. The collect
postage at Calcutta was shown by circular "St. Bg./As." and ms. "11-4," Ll.as, 4p.
(Ish. 5., 341). Here we have positive evidence for the total rate distribution: 5¢
U.S. inland -+ Ish. 4d. London debit -l- ] d. colonial charge = 39¢ .

Figure 10. Pair of 5¢ red brown '62 10¢ and l e '61 for the 21¢ open mail, Allan "Anglo Saxon" trenlit.
Bd. debit to Calcutta; 6 annas (9d.) total collect at Calcutta, 1863 . Equivalent to 39¢ via Marseilles rate.

The second cover , Figure 10, was franked with a 10¢ and 11 '61 and pair of
5¢ red brown '62 stamps for the 211 open mail rate by Am. Pkt. It was processed
at Boston 10 Jan. 1863, and probably carried by the Allan line Anglo Saxon out
of Portland 11 Jan. London debited Calcutta with black ms. 8d. (5as. 4p., 161),
and at Calcutta the collect postage was marked by backs tamp "CALCUTTA/
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STEAM LETTERI 1863 MAR I I Steam Bg./ Indian do.,' and ms. "Bas" (9d.,
18¢). Here again th e Foreign Office decreased debit and the total rate distribution
are proved: 5¢ U.S. inland + 16¢ U.S. sea + 8d. London debit + Id, colonial =
39¢.

Figure 11. Prussian mail from Deep River , Conn., 1861-. 1¢ overr.ay of the 38¢ rate. Boston credit to
Pruss ia of 15¢, includ ing 8¢ (3 silbe,groschen) fo,eign postage, or lransil to Alexandria . Extra British
chuge, P. & O. to Calcutta, w as 1 sh. , 8 annas co lle ct at Calcutta .

We have a record of six Prussian mail covers to India; Fi gure 11 shows one of
them. It is a 1¢ overpay of the 38¢ rate, frank ed at Deee River, Conn., 3 Sep. 1861,
with a 3¢ '57 Type 2, pair of 1¢ '57 Type 5, 10¢ 59 Type 5, and 24¢ gray
'60 stamps (all, alas, scissored before affixing). Boston credited Prussia by red
crayon "15" (7¢ international and 8¢ foreign postage) and sent the letter by Cun­
ard Canada, 4 Sep. , in closed mails to Liverpool , cross-channel to Ostende and
by rail to Aachen, the Prussian exchange office, 18 Sep. Th ere the foreign postage
was stated by blue "f 3" (fran co 3 silbergroschen), th e sum allowed for transit from
Trieste by Austrian Lloyd packet to Alexandria, 4 Oct. 1 S By Anglo-Prussian ar­
rangements , the cover was carried in the British mails, with British postage, Ish.,
to be paid by addressee (backstamped with same type markin g as that of Figure
10,8 annas collect, Calcutta, 1 Nov. 1861).

Figure 12. French mail , 30 ¢ '61 franking from Boston , Inman "City of London" 'ransit from New York,
1865, 21 ¢ cred it to France . Fr. Pkt. "MoI ,i s" from Marseilles to Alexandria , P. & O. to Calcutta .

18. See Chronicle 86: 120-121, for a dis cussion of an 186J1 36¢ rate Prussian ma il cover
to Hong Kong whi ch went the same route.
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Figure 12 illustrates one of five French mail covers we have recorded. It was
franked with the 30¢ '61 issue for under IIounce, an d marked at Boston office with
red BOSTON AM. PKT. PAID 4 AUG and 21¢ credit to France (U.S. retaining
only 3¢ inland and 6¢ sea postage). The Inman City of London carried th e letter
from New York, 5 Aug. 1865, to Liverpool. Thence across England and th e chan­
nel to Calais, 17 Aug., by rail to Marseilles, 19 Aug. , and by Messageries Ligne
d'Egypte Mo eris to Alexandria, 30 Aug. 1 9 Transit from Suez was apparently by
the P. & O. to Calcutta, where the letter reac he d th e French post office, 17 Sep.

It is hoped this rath er sketchy treatm ent of U.S.-In dia postal excha nge will
spark further study and writing. In particular , we have not de alt with the 37¢
private ship rate (1849-57), the partial evidence for a 4¢ open mail ra te (1870-75),
the possibility of U.S. letters to Ind ia via the Cape route (1852-54), and the Bom­
bay-Calcutta transit.

19. Salle s, 0/) . ci l ., T om e II , 189; T ome V, 29. Fren ch packet s of t he Lig ne d 'l ndochi ne
left Suez on 27 AUR. a nd SCI" 186.; , too ea r ly a nd too lat e for dal e lett er was recei ved in
Ca lcu t ta.
THE NORTH GERM AN LLOYD LINE- MAIL PACKETS FROM NEW YORK
1 JANUARY 1870 TO 2S DECEMBER 187S-via SOUTHAMPTON TO BREM EN

WALTER HUBBARD

The North German Lloyd Line , bas ed on Bremen , had been carrying the
United Sta tes mails since July 1858 but in the years with which these lists are con ­
cerned, from 1870 through 1875, and apart from th e interruption in th e service
caused by the Franco-Prussian war , their packets sailed from New York on Sat­
urdays for Southampton, where the mails not des tined for Bremen were landed.
When bound for New York from Bremen the intermedi ate stop was sometimes
made at Havre instead of Southampton, with occasion al di rect passages in both
directions. Some additional mid- week departures were made until 1875 when,
with two exceptions in Septemb er, sailings were res tricted to Saturdays. As the
mails landed at both Bremen and Southamp ton were widely distributed through­
out Europe (and to countries beyond ), to avoid confusion the former are referre d
to as th e "Bremen" and the latt er as th e "Southampton" mails.

On 29 Decemb er 1869, the same day on which the United States Postmaster
General made his arra ngemen t with the Guio n Line, the North German Lloyd
Line withdrew th eir ob jection to carrying the US mails from New York to Eng­
land and accepted the terms offered.

The resumption of the Direct Mail servic e to Bremen after the war was an­
nounced in New York by J. H. Blackfan, the Sup erintenden t of the Foreign Mails,
on 29 October 1870 but, as Dr . G. E. Hargest says in his boo k" , th e Lin e had re­
sumed operations prior to that date. Th e vessels listed below passed th e war in
American waters but these six voyages from New York have not been included in
the Sailing List as it is thou ght that they did not carry mail .

BR so AR U N Y PA CK E T N Y AHR BR
26 j un 28 (1870) 9 jul H ERMA NN 26 SCI' 12 Oct
30 do 15 do FRANK FORT 29 SCI' 15 Oct
9 j o t 12 24 do .\ MER I CA 8 Oct 28 Oct
2 do 5 15 do WESE R IT 15 Oct 29 o«

16 do 29 do UNI ON 22 Oct .. Nov
6 do 9 H A 23 do HA:\' ='I OVER 29 OCI 14 Nov

Apart from the disturbance caused by the war, the North German Lloyd
packets carried the Bremen and Southampton mails regul arl y throughout these
six years , except in the period from 29 October 1870 to 30 September 1872, in
which th e picture is confused. The entries in th e "Date of Departure" tables in th e
United States Mail & Post Office Assistant (US&PO ASST) indicate that, with
two exceptions in June 1871, only the Bremen mails were carrie d, but th is is not
borne out by news items in the contemporary press. The Times correspondents
rep orted the arrival of the Southampton mails as "lande d," "trans-shipped," or
more precisely from September 1871, by giving th e actual number of bags of mail

• George E. Hargest, H istory of Let ter Post Commlln iration , etc., PI' . 154-5 .
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put on shore . Typical examples are qu oted below and it is thought that these are
too detailed to be other than substantially correct.

.\ :\1ER IC :\ :'\" :\1:\ ILS.- So u tham p to n , Wed nesd a y
T he Nort h C r-rma u 1.I0yd Rm a l :\Ia il s tea ms hip R he in , Ca p ta in .J. C. :\Ieyer , [ro m New
Yo rk on th e 11t h insr ., a rri vcd lu -re a t I p .m .. la nd ecl ma ils. I I passen gers an d 565,900 [or
England , a m i proceed ed to Bremen . [or wh ich port she ha s 1:12 pa ssengers and a fu ll ca r ­
~o of ~enera I m ercha nd ise .

(T he T im es, Thursday, 22 Ma rch 1871)

A:\ IE R IC \l\' :\1:\lLS.- Sou th ampton , Wednesd ay
T he Nor th German Ll oyd Royal Mail steamsh ip Dona u, Cap ta in G . Ernst , [rom N ew
York on th e 13th in st. , a rrived here last night, a bo ut 12 o 'clock, a nd we nt on to Bremen .
She brough t 198 passengers (29 of whom la nded here. incl udi ng :\Irs. Genera l J oh n A .
Dj x , :\11'. .Jo h n \\' . D ix a nd servan t) , 28 ba gs of mai l [or Lo ndo n , am i 26 [o r Bremen , a nd
a fu ll cargo o[ tobacco . provisio ns, rom err . Ro ugh wea the r and varia h ie winds were ex ­
per ienc ed ge ncra llv du r in g th e voyage.

(T he T'im cs. Th ursday, 25 Ap r il 1872)

Reports of the mail s being landed at Southampton in this period have been
noted in the Sailing Li st.

From 5 October 1872 to 25 Decemb er 1875, in addition to the Bremen mails.
those for Southampton were carried on Saturdays, by contract to 31 December
1873 and from then on und er a new arrangement which allowed the United States
Post Office Dep artment to decide, on a weekly basis, which vessels should carry
them on each of the allotted sailing days, In this period the Southampton mails
were also carri ed on some Wedn esdays and when these were reported, they also
have been noted , It should be borne in mind, however, that on some voyages no
details were given as to wha t was or was not landed at Southampton,

An attempt has been made, with only parti al success, to equate the Sailing
List with the Annual Rep orts of the United States Postmaster General , and the
figures are set out below:

Sailing 1'7\IG
Fiscal Year List Report s
to .Ju ne 30 1870 37 (i) 87

do 1871 43 48
do 1872 69 70
do 1873 77 77
d o 1874 88 87
do 1875 69 69
do 1876 27 (ii) 53

(i) on ly 67 trips [rom Xew York to Bremen have bee n no ted in th is Fisca l yea r but, a l­
lo win g [o r two ca nc e ll ed sai lings and [our "ex tras", the Sa il ing List agrees wi th the
l iS&I'O Asst.
Iii ) the Sa iling Li st covers on lv th e fir st half o f this F iscal Yea r hut 2/i tr ips h ave been

no teel for the second .

The Sailing List has been compiled by Clifford L. Friend , with the addition
of reports from the contemporary London press.

[Publication of the Sailing List will hegin in the next issue.]
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My Outriqht Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We speci aliz e in covers of the w orld . We ha ve a com p re hensive stock of
Confe derate cove rs. In Unite d Sta te s. w e sto ck Trans- Atl antic , Regis tered ,
Special Delive ry and othe r specia l usages. We usua lly have a few Terri ·
torlels and Wes ter ns, and we are strong in Hawa ii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
S
t
b
4

William O. Bilden

u.S. - FOREIGN

COVERS

GOOD STOCK OF

U.S. STAMPS, TOO

ASDAP.O. BOX 24026

EDINA, MINN. 5S424

A.P.S.

For over 30 years we have had one
of the largest sto cks of covers in the
w orld . Sele ctions are se nt on a n ap ­
proval bas is pe r a w ant list. together
with satisfacto ry ref er en ces .

BUY ING: We are alwa ys intere sted in
b uying all categ ories of stam ps &
cove rs w hether they be single rarities
o r co llections.
Chronicle 100 / November 1978 I Vol. 30, No.4
P~~~~~I~~
. Borrow with confidence 'I .

~ In any emergency, borrow i
the money you need at

!"Edelman's. Use your col lec- I~
'N.J tion as collateral and still 'lW

retain complete ownership.
riM At Edelm an's, you can :Ii,
:M obtain qu ick, confidential ~ijlr

~
•. loans for an y amount up I

~vj to 80 % of the value of IW!
~ your propert ies - from ~

~
- S50 to $50 ,000 and more. ~

fA' :Write today for further ~
• information. ~

I tdc/man 's ~~I 301 O'd Y"k Ro.d I
~ Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 ~

~
(Suburban Phil adelphia) J1~

\ i ,
~~~~~~- .. .--.> ~
~~~.~~

YOUR AD HERE FOR

Oc a line . Send with payment
o Dale R. Pulver, 28411 Knicker­
ocker Rd., Bay Village, Ohio
4140. Next Deadline Dec. 1S.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: Texas covers and collateral
items, from sta mpless period to 1920's.
Charles Deaton , Box 12814, Au st in , Tex.
78711.

WANTED: U.S. # 65. Mint singles . pa irs
block s, etc. Abe Boyarsky, 14740 Tacuba,
La Mirada, Cal. 90638. Pl ease send pr iced .

U.S. MAIL AND POST OFFICE ASSIST­
ANT. Two volume reprint by the Collec­
tors' Club of Ch ica go, 577 pp. Price:
$295.00. Henry Chlanda, Box 637, Wall St.
Sta ., New York, N.Y . 10005.

GEORGIA STAMPLESS ? yes I collect
them an d can use most anything- also
need ad covers. P lease send priced or for
my quote. E. C. Owens 10780 S.W . 43 Ln.,
Miami , Fl a., 33165.

WANTED: U.S. # 68 on foreign mail
covers. fanc y canc els, blocks , or other
multiples. Ken Gilbart , 2692 Comstock
Cir. , Belmont, CA 94002.

WHY NOT sell your better Black Jack
covers at auctio n prices, to a collector?
Robert G. McClellan, Box 563, North­
brook , IL 60062.
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER. Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 99
In the most recent Chatter Theron Wieren ga has described our Society's

new Stamp & Cover Repository & Analysis Program. Our members are a~eady
responding and some interesting faked items have alrea dy been sent in, As
soon as th ey are photographed some will appear in this section.

Figure 1. Cover to Ind ia with 3t 1857 s'amp.

Figure 1 shows th e first problem cover from Issue No. 99, an interesting
envelope with U.S. and Indian stamps both genuinely used on it. Several answers
were sent in, and some excerpts follow, in th e order received.

Kenneth A. Whittle writes:
This cove r was carried by th e three cen t stamp can celled by th e Oh io postmark

to th e American Board of Mission s in Boston who put it in the ir package for the
In d ian mi ssion aries. I have a cover with 3¢ sta mp tie d with a Schenectady postm ark.
add ressed to " Mission Hou se. New York Ci ty" with the not e at left bottom . "Co risco ,
Western Africa " wh ich traveled th at way. At Bombay. since Bissell was not present .
a stam p or stamps were put on and th e cover mail ed to Sevour, India.
Our next answer is from an avid collector of India postal history, Larry

Toomey:
Gordon [in whose ca re th e letter was add ressed ] . or an associat e of hi s. was on his
way to India from Boston . T he letter a rrived before hi s departure. and he carried it
with h im pri vat ely. re pos ting it to R ev. Bissell in Simoor up on his arrival in Bombay.
where th e letter rece ived a sing le ad hes ive stamp for the in land rat e . The stam p was
obliterated and su rcharge d in India. Pr ovinc es were known to surcharge unofficially
for " loca l costs:" th e "5 " fou nd on the sta mp within th e ba rs of th e cancella tion is
not a postal d ist r ic t becau se th ere is no space clear ed away fro m th e "5" leaving it
well marked . In add itio n. th ere is th e vertical ms. to th e rig h t of th e Indian adhes ive
"5 as .," ap p lied so th at there wou ld be no mistake th at th e lett er was not shor ted
postage.

. . . T he rectangu lar "B ombay" despatch office and dat e stamp could on ly be
applied in recogn it ion of mail of an int ernational nature. These rec tangul ar hand­
stamps wer e of two ba sic types. rea d ing "bearing" (i.e., due) or " paid" (i.e., ppd.) .
Bu t eve n if readi ng " pa id." if th e handstamp appeared on th e fro nt of th e en velope
in b lack . as I suspect it is. the amo unt fra nked was to be paid by the add ressee, not
th e sender. (If it were in red on th e reverse, it indica ted prepa id .) Also note that the
indicator " pa id " has not been fille d in because (1) the sender d id not pay th e pos tage
franked , (2) th ere were no excess charges necessary ove r wha t is sho wn .

T he surcha rge cou ld ha ve been ap p lied a t either Bombay or Simoor , but th e
rate was collected in Simoor, and "5 as." ms, is not applied withi n the date stamp.
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~he inland rat e was optio na l, and appa re n tly th e sender exe rcised hi s option by allow­
lI1g the add ressee to pa l' th e charges.

The Ind ian inland ra te lrom 1854 was \4 to la weight for eve ry Y2 anna , and fo r
each succeeding Y2 tola u p to 2 tolas, add Y2 ann a, whi ch just ifies th e I anna stamp
(a Y2 rupee coin weighed Y2 tola or 1/ 5 oz.) applied a t Bombay at no charge to
sender. T he surcha rge was applied eithe r in Bombay or Simoor to a llow for th e I
anna adhesive p lus a 4 anna deficiency levied on single rate letters not prepaid , as
provided for in th e provisions of I Sep t. 58 .

The word "Stamped " appearing in ms. across th e envelope and stamp was ap plied
as a "p riva te" cancel , as servan ts were no torious for removing the stamp from th e
envelope. on way to posting let ters for th eir ma sters, and reselling the stamps. By
applying the word "s tamped :' the val ue of th e adhesive was lim ited to use o nly on
th e original letter, and the envelope was protected from being considered as short
of po stage: posta l officials wou ld see that a stamp had been removed .

Currency rates : I d = 8 pies = 2¢; . 1 sh . = 8 annas = 24 1i' .
Another answer came from George Alevizos:

This is an exce lle nt example of what is usually called a " boo tlegged cover."
The cover in q uestion began in Ohio and was sen t to the American Board of

Missions in Boston . It was then taken out of the mails and carried priva te ly to Born ­
bay , In di a . At Bombay it was fra nked wi th an Indi a one Anna stam p and placed
in to th e Ind ian pos ts for final delivery. T he stamp is ti ed by normal barred "5"
kill er with a Bombay paid han dstamp along side. .

I believe ot her letter s are kn own to Bissell in In d ia , al tho ug h no t sen t in this
manner. I have han dl ed covers fro m Shang hai to New York where th e letters arc
franked on ly with a U.S. 3¢ stam p cancelled a t Ne w York . Aga in , when the mi ssionary
re tu rned to New York he wou ld carry th e lett ers with them and put th em into the
post on his ' arr ival.
Your editor's missionary cover also bears a 3¢ '57 and went through Boston.

Th e destin ation was Turkey and the cover has a Constantinople straight line
receiving (?) mark, da ted almost two months after maili ng, but no indication
of Turkish postage paid.

Flgur. 2. San Francisco to London, 1863.

.Figure 2 shows the second problem cover, an attractive enve lope from Cali­
form a to England. Th e problem is that someone tr ied to make it more attractive
by adding a stamp that does not belong. However , the fak er did not know
the rates as well as our only responder, C. W. "Bert" Christian :

The San Francisco cds is J ul y 12, '63 and at this time th e prepaid rate to London
was 24¢. However the rate had ju st dropped from 29f," on July 1st and it is likely
th e new rate wa~ not caugh t or obser ved and th e cover was ra ted at 29¢ for distance
beyond 3,000 m iles. Hence, over pa id I f," . I ha ve just suc h a cove r with three 10's,
from S.F. to Lo ndon with red London receiving PAID but no N.Y. ra ting mark.

The 3¢ credi t 011 this cover confi rms it as a sing le weight at N .Y. No fu rther
postage would ~o any th ing. fo~ it. .The fi~e cent stamp was probably added later by
someo ne who did not reahze It did nothing, Of the three typ es of S.F. cog he was
luck y, or wise , to add the same type. .

T he color of th e markings is correct- London and N.Y. in red and S.F. in bl ack .
San Francisco was an exchange offi ce bu t only for receiving and not for d ispatching

British mail , hence no rate marks a re seen from S.F.
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PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
Figure 3 shows a Civil War PO~T cover from Camp Chase, Columbus,

Oh io that Richard B. Graham has kindlv let us use in th e Cov er Com er instead
of his own section. Several oth er members, mostly from Ohi o, hav e similar covers
each bearing an un cancelled 51 gree n Confed erate stamp. Each such cover
also mentions Mrs. Clark. Who was she? Does the stamp belong? Why are
there no pos ta l markings?

Figure 3. POW cov er from Camp Chase wi th Con fe de rate stamp and " Mrs. Clark " endo rsem ent.

Send your answers and any new problem covers to the Cincinnati P.O. Box.
A lat e answer was received from Denwood Kelly regarding th e "New York/

U.S. CITY MAIL" marking from the May issue. We are all sorry, but time
probl ems require answers by two weeks after receipt of the Chronicle.
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Post Office Box 248
Mountain Lakes,N.J 07046

Richard J.Micchelli

CVnited ~tates
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HARMERS
International

AUCTION OR OUTRIGHT SALE?
A good question in todays market, or is it? Actually, there can be no
comparison. Virtually all of the major collections that have been sold,
since the beginning of the 20th Century, have been realized through
the auction route.

Even that small percentage of major collections, first sold privately,
invariably ended up by being sold at auction. So, why include a second
middleman?

It doesn't really make sense, does it?

If you want to know more about selling by auction; if you want the
advantage of your stamps being sold through the most appropriate
of four active auction houses-not agencies-on three continents; if
you want your stamps handled by a "stamp family" that first started
in stamps some 80 years ago and one that has been in the philatelic
auctioneering business for 60 years; if you want prestige selling by
a prestige house, you want Harmers International, the oldest "family
stamp auction business" in the world.

We have a booklet just published, "Philatelic Selling" which gives
you all the details of the services, many unique, that are available to
you at normal commissions. Request a free copy or call us.

HARMERS OF NEW YORK INC.
6 West 48th Street, New York, NY 10036

(212) 757-4460

Potential vendors closer to the West Coast are recommended to write to :

HARMERS OF SAN FRANCISCO INC.
49 Geary Street, Suite 217

San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 391-8244

NEW YORK - SAN FRANCISCO - LONDON - SYDNEY
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