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AGAIN!

ANOTHER RECORD YEAR

$7,557,658.50
OUR 1978 AUCTION REALIZATION

THE LARGEST VOLUME OF ANY
STAMP AUCTION FIRM IN AMERICA

(The above figure does not include our non
auction sales, which are also in seven figures)

THE RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF!
WHETHER A BUYER OR SELLER

DEAL WITH THE WORLD LEADER
YEAR AFTER YEAR AMERICA'S

PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE
Over 20 sales a year.

Catalog subscription price $7.50 with prices realized.
Current catalog free at our of/ices or $1 .00 by mail.

( AUCTION GALLERIES,INC.)

120 EAST 56th STREET

TEL. (212) 753-6421

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 10022

ESTABLISHED 49 YEARS



Mount Everest
to Mont Blanc

OR FROM TIBET TO SWITZERLAND

Where an envelope from the 1903 Younghusband
Exped ition in 1903 sold for $8 ,600

Another from the 1904 Expedition
to Lhasa made __ _ $5,300

A cover from the Chinese post office in
Lhasa with the segment cancellation $11,300

Another cancelled LHASA TIBET made $8,600

A 1932 cover with Ind ian stamps
cance lled CARTOK-WESTERN TIBET made $10,600

The turnover in the week was $1,086,784

and in the month of October $2,446,410

HIGH Mountains
and HIGH Prices

which could have been yours

of course it was that Lowe

auction , whose headquarters are

50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1 Telex 915410

CABLES: "STAMPS LONDON SW1" Tho
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
uSPcs
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Get 121J2o/o*more cash
for your stamps...
Kaufmann's is cutting their
selling commission in half!
Effective March 1 our auctions will be run on the European system
of 10% commission to the seller and 10% commission to the buyer.

All consignments received after January 10 will be able to take
advantage of the new 10% commission.

Potential vendors are invited to contact us for all the details.

Check these many advantages
of selling through Kaufmann's:
• Only 10% selling commission.

• No lotting or photo fees, no other fees whatsoever.

• Free insurance on all consigned material.

• Liberal, interest free advances on large auction consignments .

• Toll free phone (800-424-9519) available to buyers and sellers.

• Top quality catalogs considered by many dealers and collectors to be
the finest in the profession.

• Our reputation of being fair and honest to b9th buyer and seller.

Call toll free 800-424-9519 1*Seller gets 90% of the
, realized price instead of

, only 80%...nets
one-eighth more
cash (12 Y2 %).

John W. Kaufmann, Inc.• 1522 K St, N.W.• Washington, D. C. 20005
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INTEGRITY
costs you nomore

- and it's nice
to know it's there.

WOLFFERS, tobesure.
='Next Public Auctions
FEB. 21, 22 231 MARCH 11 (IN TOKYO)

APRIL 25, 26, 27 & 28 .t WESTPEX

u.s.#121b, 1869, 30¢ flags inverted,
used-one of finest examples known .

Sold for $29,000 in April 1978 Sale

Catalog 3 weeks before sales.
BY MAIL: Send name, address and $1 .50.

l(!~l;!1!t!!uo,~!;:'fl'!!fn~rNC
127Kearny Street, SanFrancisco, Califomia 94108· (415) 781-5127

# 591
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
QUESTIONABLE STAMP AUCTION PRACTICES
DAVID L. JARRm

A recent auction of import ant U.S. 1869 mat erial offered by Stanley Gibbons
Merkur GmbH in Germa ny (associa ted with Stanley Gibbons of London) was
a disser vice to both th e collector and the vendor. This sort of activity should
not be tolerat ed by the philat elic community .

Stanl ey Gibbons' October 2.'5·28 auction was principally comprised of a
significant porti on of the late John [uhring's U.S. stamp and cover collection,
sold by the ord er of U.S. Trust Company of New York. In their catalog, Gibbons
promin ently displ ayed in bold typ e "The prices quoted for each lot are START
1NG PRI CES"-with "Starting Prices" all in caps-and boxed these notices on
the bottom of pages 1, 6, 10, 16, 19, 22, 30, :35, 43, 5.3 and 59- eleven times.
All individuals whom I ha ve spoken to, including collectors and agents on the
auc tion floor , pr esumed that all lots thus had minimum star ting prices on them,
which , if not obtained , would be returned to the vendor or bought back in by
Gibbo ns at the sta ted price, a practi ce common in Euro pe . Consequently, many
collectors like myself did not bid on auction lots whe re the so-called starting
price was higher than we wanted to pay.

To many attenders' sur prise, a substa ntial number of lots were un expectedly
opened up on the auction floor at approxima tely half of th e so-called sta rting
prices, with the auctio neer's comment that no mail bids had been received.
ln man y cases these lots were quickly sold to a representati ve from Stanley
Gibbons at roug hly half pr ice (less the 10-15 percent auction commission). Sub
sequently, Stanley Gibbons has been attempting to sell the material privately
at significa nt profits abo ve their bu y-in cost. This writer had offered to purchase
two lots in the sale at Gibbons' buy-in price (D.M. 400 and D.M. 150, or $286
U.S.) but was advised tha t the retail pr ice was £250 an d £150 respectively
($780 U.S.)-over three times their net purchase pr ices of approximately $250
(afte r deducting their 10-15 percent commission charged th e vendor).

The auction firm 's placing a "Starting" price on each lot and then not
maintaining it penali zes both the collector and the vendor. It seems likely that
the Juhring esta te would have realized a lot more money if Gibbons had mail
compe tition on the lots it had purchased in. In stead , they generally precluded
potential competiti on by their pr omin ent displ ay of "start ing" prices. Such
practices should not go unnoticed .

While Stanley Gibbons had guarantee d a minimum net aggregate realiza
tion to the esta te , the trust company did not establish or approve of minimum
prices wha tsoever. This writer, who had personally known Juhring, was instru
mental in persuading the trust company to auc tion the entire collection rather
than sell it privately. Incid entally, the resulting total net realizations (in all
of the Sotheby Park e Bernet and Gibbons auc tions) were substa ntially higher
than th e highest cash offer pri vat ely made under intense dealer competition.

.. .. ..
Because of the guest editorial above, there is space only to call brief atten

tion to some features of this issue: two hum an interest stories-a touching one
by Ryo Ishikawa and an adventurous one by Richard B. Graham ; continuation
of Philip T. Wa ll's series on the 5ci N.Y. and of Michael Laurence's account of
the lO¢ rat e to the Orient. Careful research is evide nt in Kenneth de Lisle's
discussion of two N.Y. Watervilles, Ch arl es Towle's history of the Northern
Centra l Railway, and th e Nor th German Lloyd sailing lists compiled by Clifford

(Cont inue d on page 17)
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
TWO COVERS TELL A POIGNANT PHILATELIC STORY
RYO ISHIKAWA

Fanny T. Gulick was one of the first Americans to reside in Hawaii. She
lived there for many years during the mid-19th century with her missionary
husband, raising her children to distinction. In their sunset years , she and her
husband moved to Kobe, in Japan, where they died and are buried. The two
covers illustrated with this write-up show something of their lives.

Mrs. Gulick was born Fanny Hinckley Thomas, in Lebanon, Connecticut,
on April 16, 1798. She was educated at Westfield Academy in Massachusetts,
and then taught elementary school. Her husband, Peter Johnson Gulick , two
years older than she was, graduated from Princeton in 1825 and received his
divinity degree from the Princeton Theological Seminary in 1827. The couple
married on September 5, 1827, in New York City, and sailed to Hawaii with the
third missionary company, from Boston, on November 3, 1827. The ship was
the Parthian, Richard D. Blinn, captain. It arrived at Honolulu on March 30,
1828, after a voyage of almost half a year.

/ /

/ 1/

Figure 1. Cover from W..tfi.ld, M...., Nov. 18, 1847, .ddr....d to Mr• . F.nny Oulick in H••ln. Th. ute
of th. 10¢ 1847 .tlmp on this cov.r hi, not be.n prov.n.

Of the life of this pioneer couple in what was then a remote and exotic
missionary outpost, we know but little. According to the Sesquicentennial Edition
of the Missionary Album, published in 1970 by the Hawaiian Mission Children's
Society in Honolulu, the Gulicks were stationed at Waimea, in Kauai, between
1828 and 1835. Since Waimea is still today one of the most charming and
unspoiled ports in the Pacific , we can only conjecture what it must have been
like 150 years ago. Between 1835 and 1843 they were stationed at Kaloa, another
post in Kauai, Thence they removed to Molokai, where Mr. Gulick was super
intendent of schools between 1843 and 1846. From 1846 through 1857 they
lived in Waialua, on the other side of Oahu from Honolulu, quite near what
are today regarded as the world's best surfin~ beaches. In 1857, having lived
in the islands for 30 years, the Gulicks "retired' to Honolulu, where Mr. Gulick
served as a trustee of a local school and continued active in missionary affairs.

8 Chronicle 101 / February 1979 / Vol. 31. No. I



Quoting from the Missionary Album cited above: "In 1874 the Gulicks,
who were in their mid-seventies, could look back on a lifetime of bringing up
six sons who were now ordained missionaries and a daughter who was also
involved in foreign missionary work. Rath er than have any one of their childr en
leave his important work for the sake of caring for them in their old age, they
decided to go to their childre n instea d, and went to spend the twilight of their
years with their son Orramel, in Kobe, Japan."

The cover shown as Figur e 1 was sent from Westfield, Massachusetts, (per
contents) addressed to Mrs. Fanny T. Gulick, Wa ialua, Oahu , Sandwich Islands ,
care of Missionary Rooms, Boston. The reverse shows the name of "Dr. Lafon",
the Culicks' seventh child. At top of the front is a pencil notation "Mrs. Tinker",
probably the sender, as noted by Mrs. Gulick when she received the lett er.
Westfield, the reader will recall, was where Fanny Thomas went to school.

While the Philatelic Foundat ion has declined an opinion on this cover,
there is no doubt in the writer's mind that the cover itself, with or without the
stamp , did travel from Westfield to Oahu to reach Mrs. Gulick. Th e faint pencil
docketing, carefully wri tten around the stamp at the right border of the cover,
would be good evide nce that the stamp originated on the cover, if only we could
prove that it is written in Mrs. Gulick's handwriting. Until then, Figure 1
represents a cover to which a stamp may have been added, but nonetheless
one that was certainly addressed to Mrs. Gulick and almost as certainly received
by her in Hawaii.

Flgur. 2. Cover from H.w.11 with 1871 6, gr ••n .ddr....d to th. Gulick.' IOn ., Kob., Jlp.n, Ind
sent via San Francisco.

The cover in Figure 2 shows a 6rj green Hawaiian stamp of 1871, on a
cover from Honolulu to Kobe, Japan. The cover, which bears no year date,
shows a double circle G.P.O. HONOLULU PAID ALL marking dated Jan 23,
and a large San Francisco PAID marking dated March 1. We suspect this
cover might be year-dateable, and would appreciate information from col
lectors more knowledgeable in this area. The Philatelic Foundation has declared
this cover genuine in every respect.

Rev. Orramel Hinckley Gulick, to whom this cover is addressed, was born
in Honolulu on October 7, 1830, the second son of Peter and Fanny Gulick.
He was educated at Punahou School, Honolulu, and married Ann Eliza Clark
in 1855. The couple was stationed in Kobe, Japan, between 1870 and 1892.
As noted, their parents came to them in Kobe in 1874. Three years later, on
December 8, 1877, Peter Gulick died in Kobe. On May 24, 1883, he was fol
lowed by Fanny Gulick.
Chronicle 101 / February 1979 / Vol. 31. No.1 9



These two covers are now in this writer's Hawaiian collection. Mr. Twigg
Smith of Honolulu supplied the information from the Missionary Album. Think
ing that the Gulicks must be buried in Kobe, the writer and his wife visited
the Foreigner's Cemetery there in 1974, and located their graves. The writ er
and his wife, both Buddhists, prayed for the Gulicks and bou ght flowers for
their graves. It must have been a long time since anyone had visited them,
since their son Orramel left Kobe in 1892.
NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONALS INITIALED "ACM"
USED ON COVERS ADDRESSED TO NEW YORK CITY

PHILIP T. WALL
(Continued from Chronicle 100:238)

HAMILTON, CANADA
Two four margin singles, positions 1 and 8, on folded letter addresse d

to "Messrs. A. Bell & Son, 117 Fulton Stree t, New York." Light postm ark in
black reads "Hamilton Au 5, 1847 A, C. W." This cover has a straight line PAID
and manuscript "4Jf". On the reverse side is a red tran sit postmark of Queens
ton, U. G , of August 6, 1847. The two provisional stamps are uncancelled.
This cover sold for $475 as Lot 104 in the Caspary sale held by Harmer on
November 15, 1955, and is reported to have been sold for approximately $5000
in recent years as it now has a PFC (Figure 4).

figure 4. Two cople. of the 5; New York, u..d on cov. r from Hemilton, C.n.de, end peylng po.tlgl from the
line. to New York.

Two very similar covers to the same addressee were accidentally destroyed
by fire in the 1940s. For further detail s see Ashbrook Special Service pages
208-09 (August 1953) as well as Ashbrook photographs 103 and 104.

JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY

Flgur. 5. Single 5; New York on cover po.tmarked Jersey City••ddr ....d 10 Conn.cticut. New York P.O.,
.e.ing unc.ncelled . t. mp, r.ted le"er PAID.

Several philatelic writ ers in the past have alluded to the rumors that the
10 Chronicle 101 / February 1979 / Vol. 31. No. 1



5¢ New York stamp was also reported used from Jersey City, New Jers ey.
Winthrop S. Boggs wrote an interes ting article in the September 1952 issue
(Vol. XXXI, No. 5) of the Collectors Club Philatelist entitled "The New York
Postm aster's Provisional." Boggs wrote that some twenty years previously (around
1932), he had been shown such a cover by Percy Doane, a prominent New York
dealer of that era . Doane is quoted as having jokingly remarked that the sender
took the ferr y to Jersey, and, findin g that he had forgotten to mail the letter ,
did so immediately.

In my opinion, thi s is exactly what took place. I have never seen this cover,
but the present owner has recently sent me a photograph (Figure 5). It will
be noted that the stamp is uncancelled , and according to PFC 47,108, it is
also stai ned. Th e stamp is "tied" by a heavy vertical crease. Th e cover has a
manuscript "5" in the upper right, and the customary New York City curved
red PAID. In the lower left corn er is the postmark "Jersey City Sep 17, N.J."

I believe the postal clerk in the Jersey City Post Office rated the letter
at 5¢ and then, uncertain as to whether he should consider it as prepaid or
collect, decided to forego this decision to his cou nterp art in the New York City
Post Office since the letter would undoubtedly be further processed at that
office. When the letter reached the Post Office in New York City, the postal
clerk noted the uncancelled provisional on a corr ectl y rated letter to Norwich,
Connect icut, and then applied the curve d red PAID denoting a prepaid letter .

NEW HAMBURGH, NEW YORK
All of the New York Postmaster's Provisionals known used from New Ham

burg to New York City were initi aled "RH M." Th ese covers were discussed
in the August 1978 issue, Vol. 30, No.2 of Th e Chronicle .

PHILADELPHIA
Horizontal pair, four full margins and shee t mar gin at right. Th e stamps

are canc elled by three horizontal pen strokes and are tied by a light blu e
"Philadelphia Apr 26 [1846] Pa." postm ark, with attached 10. Th e cover has
a manuscript "4~" (pence due) and the customary curved red PAID that was
applied when the letter left ew York on its journey to Ca nada. There is an
arr ival marking on the reverse side. The cover is addressed to "Mrs. William S.
Lyman , Bleur y Street , Montrea l" and was formerly in the collection of Sir
Nicholas Waterhouse. It realized $5,000 as Lot 8 in the Siegel sale held
March 25, 1969.

Figure 6. Pair used from Philadelphia 10 Manlreal, Canada . Only 51! N.w York cover to • foreign d••tln.,lon
from on orig in outside Now York Clly .

This is the only recorded use of Postmaster Morri s's stamp from a point
outside New York City to a foreign dest ination (Figure 6).
Chronicle 101 I February 1979 I Vol. 31, No .1 11



Figure 7. Single uMd from Sing Sing, N.Y.

SING SING, NEW YORK
Single, cut into at bottom, position 7, cancelled by curved red PAID and

barely tied by indistinct "Sing Sing May 18, 5" postmark Th e cover has one
additional strike of the curved red PAID and is addressed to "Mr. Woodruff,
88 Cedar St., New York" This was Lot 101 of the Caspary sale and sold for
$420. Sing Sing is now Ossining, New York (Figure 7).

WASHINGTON, D. C.
1. Four margin single , position 7, cancelled by the rare red "U. S." in

octagonal frame (not tied) . This cover has the customary curved red PAID
and a red "5". It has a blurry postmark, "Washington City Nov 15 [1845]"
and is addressed to New York City. This cover was Lot 102 in the Caspary sale
and realized $525. Only a parti al photograph is included in the auction catalog.

2. Four margin single , position 15, cancelled by curved red PAID and
red "U. S." in octagonal frame (apparently not tied). The cover has an additional
strike of the curved red PAID and red "5". It is postmarked 'Washington City
Dec 5, D. C: ' and is addressed to "[oshin, 9 Amity St., Corner of Mercer,
New York" This cover was Lot 103 in the Caspary sale and realized $600.

Figure 8. Cover with single 5~ postmlrked Washington, D.C.

3. Three margin single (touches at bottom), position 7, cancelled by
customary curved red PAID and cover has a red "5". This cover is postmarked
12 Chronicle 101 / February 1979 / Vol. 31. No.1



"Washington City Nov 4, D . C." and is addresse d to "Mrs. Eli za Schuyler ,
No. 13 Laight St., New York." Tt last sold publicly as Lot 4 in th e Kelleher sale
of Oct ober 19, 1973, at which time it reali zed $1,800. I am inform ed this cover
has since cha nged han ds at private sale at a substantia lly higher price (Fig
ure 8).

BALTIMORE RAILROAD COVERS
1. Four sma ll margins, cancelled by one vertical black pen mark and th ree

diagon al blue pen marks, one of which ties th e stamp to the cover in upper
right corner of fold ed letter . Thi s cover has one strike of th e customary curved
red PAID, a rough manuscript "5" and a stra ight line "Baltimore RR". It is
addresse d to "Messrs. Abraham Bell & Son, 117 Fulton Street , New York" in
the ide ntica l hand writing as is th e cover to Bell & Son from Hamilton, Can ad a.
I have never seen this cover, but I am told the letter is dated February 2, 1847
(Figure 9).

Figure 9. Straight line BALTIMORE R.R. on coyer dated Feb. 2, lB47.

2. Three margin single (cut into at upper left and quite close at both top
and bottom), cancelled by several pen strokes, part of curved red PAID and
part of an indistinct town postmark. The cover also has a red postmark "New
York 30(?) 5 cts", an additional str ike of the curved red PAID and circular
"Baltimore May 29 RR". Ashbro ok is supposed to have explained this cover as
follows: "Into New York via Baltimore Railro ad , unpaid 5¢ collected at New
York address-occupants th ere put on 5¢ New York stamp and forw arded to
Brooklyn." This cover was Lot 2 in th e Krug sale held by Siegel on May 21,
1958, and reali zed $90. Tech nically it should not be included in this art icle,
and I insert it only as a matter of recor d.

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
It is not my policy to condemn philat elic material on whi ch I have insuffi

cient information with which to form an intelligent opinion. On the other hand,
I am slow to accept as genuine any items on which the facts th at are known
to me are at best inconclusive. Since I have examined both items in the past,
I am presenting th e follow ing informat ion and shall let th e reader decide for
himself if Ch arl eston, South Carolina, should be included in a listin g of towns
and cities from which this provisional was used. In my opinion, it should not
be so listed based upon the present evidence kno wn to me.

1. Four margin single, Position ]9, on small piece cancelled with a part
of the red Charleston, S. C; postmark. This item was in the Emerson and
Newbury (Part I) sales by Kelleher and Siegel and was last sold by John W.
Kaufmann as Lot 12 in his sale held March 25, 1978. I know nothing about
Charleston, S. C., post al markings, but the cancellation would appear to be
genuine and is most attract ive. The impression of the stamp is creditably beau
tiful and is almost prooflike in appearance. Th e stamp has th e norm al "ACM"
initials. The distance from Charles ton to New York is well over 300 miles,
and the single weight rate would be 1O¢. From exami ning this item, it is readily
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apparent there was never an adjoining stamp to either the right or bottom of
the piece, and based upon the slight soil and wear of the paper, it does not
appear there was ever an adjoining stamp to either the top or left. There may
have be en a second single stamp affixed to anuther part of the cover, but we
have no way of knowing if this is tru e. The bottom of the postmark has been
cut off, but it may include a rate marking of "10" (See Figure 10). For the
sake of argument, let us assume the postmark is defi nit ely genuine and there
was a second 5t,i stamp affixed to the cover ; then we have to decide if the
postmark is (1) an origin postm ark , (2) an arrival marking or (3) a forwarding
marking (see the Oswego, N. Y., cover discussed below).

Figure 10. New York 5, on small pi... with CHARLESTON, S.C.
postmark. For possible explanations of this marking , s.. 'ext.

Based upon the cancellation alone, we simply cannot make a logical deter
mination as to where this stamp was used. It could have been used either in
New York City or Ch arleston , South Carolina.

2. Two margin pair, positions 29 and 30, cut into at top badly and at left,
one stamp creased , cancelled by two strik es of squ are red New York grid.
This part of cover front has the customary curved red PAID , part of a "10"
rate mark and is postmarked "Charleston Dec 7, S. C." It is addressed to
"John Ferguson , New York." A part of this cover has been cut off.

I have examined this part-cover twice in the past. The first time the
purported red grids did not tie the pair to the part of the cover . On the second
occasion, the grids did tie the sta mps to the cover. This in itself does not mean
the item is a fake, but it does cast some doubt on its authenticity. It is possible
that someone lifted the stamps to inspect what was beneath them, but if this
actually happened , what would have be en the purpose in temp orarily removing
two badl y damaged stamps from the part of the cover? Why were the stamps
not defaced in some mann er in Charleston? Th e square red grid had been in
use at the New York Post Office only a few weeks (earliest recorded use is
November 11, 1846) and if we assume this item was postmarked December 7,
1846, then the strikes of the grids should have been crisp and well defined
instead of having the appearance of considerable use as they do on this item .
In many instances the square red grid when first used actually embossed either
or both the stamps and folded letter.

In my opinion, these stamps were not used in Charleston , South Carolina.
OSWEGO, NEW YORK

Four margin single in upper left corner , cancelled and tied by "Oswego
Oct 6 (1846) N. York." Thi s cover is addresse d to "Clerk of Oswego County,
Oswego , Oswego County, New York" and in the lower left corner in manu 
script is "Please Fil e and Dockett.' Th ere is a red "Steam Boat" in two lines
that is partly beneath the Oswego postmark. There appears in the upper right
corner in manuscript "Returne d 10," a red "10" and in manuscript "Refused
by C Clerk because postage not paid" as well as a manuscript "20." This cover
was last sold at auction as Lot 11 in the Siegel sale held March 23, 1971, at
which time it realized $1,450. In 1976 it was sold privately for $2,000, and in
all probability would bring much more today.

This is the only recorded example of an Oswego postmark being applied
to a 9Xl and in this case the postmark was used as a forwarding (return)
marking (Figure 11).
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Figure 11. Oswego postmark on cover returned to New York City from Oswego. AplHlrently the O.wego P.O .
did not accept the 51' stamp as part postage, as the cover wa. rated 10 plus 10, for 201' due.

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND
In the Joh n W. Kaufmann sale held Febru ary 26, 1977, there were three

covers from the same correspondence from New York City to Providence,
Rhod e Island, and each had a single copy of th e provisional affixed in the
upper left corn er of the cover. Each cover was addressed to "E dwin Metcalf,
Esq. , Provid ence, R.I." Lot 11 had a four margin copy that was otherwise
uncancelled except for being barely tied by a clear red "Providence Jun 3
R. I." postm ark. This cover had a red "2" near the upper right corne r. In the
sale catalog, th e postm ark tying th e stamp to the cover was described as
an arrival marking (Figure 12). A far more likely explanation, however , is that
the cover, for some unk nown reason, was conveyed outs ide the mails to Provi
dence, and there deposited as a drop letter, du e 2rj.

Figure 12. New York 5, on cover postm arked Providence, R.I., and struck "2." Probably carried to Providence
outside the mails and deposited the re as a drop le"er w ith 21' du e.

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
Four margin single (not initialed ), off cover, canc elled by a single blue

smu dgy pen stroke over which there has been applied pa rt of an indi stinct
Richmond, Virgin ia, town postmark. The blue pen mark is in the same shade
of blue as that norm ally used at the New York Cit y Post Offic e in th e 1845-1847
period. I do not know wh at shade of ink may ha ve been used at the Richmon d
Post Offi ce dur ing th is per iod , but in any event, the stamp was already suffi
ciently cancelled when the Richmond postmark was applied. I am told that
a lead ing expert committee has found this item to be genuine-and I assume
this to mean that the stamp was used in Richm ond rather than in New York
Cit y. This stamp has been sold a number of times in recent years and has
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Figure 13. Off cover copy, clncelled with brue Ink, Ind odditlonilly with Rich.
mond. VI., postmork, problbly I forwlrdlng postmlrk.

been described in various ways. In my opmion, it was properly described as
Lot 4 in the Siegel sale held May 13, 1971, when the auction describer wrote:
"Appears to indicate a Virginia usage, although typical blue pen cancel would
seem to indicate a New York origin, the red town possibly a forwarding mark. "
I agree wholeheartedly with that auction describer (Figure 13).

PURPORTED DROP LETTER COVERS
1. Four margin single, upper right corner turned sideways, tied by red

New York Foreign Mail postmark "New-York Oct 14, 5 Paid," with manuscript
"5¢" near upper center of cover and straight red PAID near upper left corner .
This cover is addressed to "Messrs. Crammas & Benton (?), New York" and
was Lot 609 in the Samuel Paige sale held December 8, 1961. PFC 45,836
found this cover to have a fake cancellation and that the stamp does not belong
on this cover (Figure 14).

.~ ,

Figure 14. New York 5 PAID post mlrk. used on forllgn mlil, tying 5t provisionlr to so.colled drop letter. The
Philotelic Foundltion hu found that the mlrking is fraudulent Ind thlt the stlmp don not belong.

2. Four margin single in upper right corn er , tied by red New York For
eign Mail postmark "New-York Jan 6, 5 Paid," manuscript "Paid" near upper
left corner and straight red PAID near upper center of cover. This item is
addressed to "S. D. Brown" and was Lot 610 in the Paige sale held December 8,
1961. PFC 15,122 found this cover to have a fake cancellation and that the
stamp does not belong on thi s cover.

3. Four margin (?) single in upper left corn er, tied by what purports to
be a curved red PAID with verv thin letters that are not at all characteristic
of this marking, New York Foreign Mail postmark in upper right corn er "New
York Jun 3, 5 Paid" is heavily struck, Thi s cover is addressed to "Mrs. Robert
LeRoy, 8 West 22nd Street , New York" and was Lot 120 in the Herm an Herst, Jr.
sale of August 23, 1957. I have never seen this cover, and the photograph in
the auction catalog is rather small but at the sam e time the photo is sufficiently
large to show the PAID marking to be a fake.

I do not believe the New York Foreign Mail postmark was ever used ,
either on purpose or inadvertently, on domestic mail notwithstanding the state
ment of Stanley B. Ashbrook to the contrary. Ashbrook collab orated with
Paul MacGuffin is writing an excellent article on this provisional in the May 1936
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(Con tinued from pa ge 7)

Friend and Walter Hubbard. An impor tant discover y about handling of U.S.
mails to Ireland is also presented b y 'Walter Hubbard. Lowell S. Newm an, a
new author here, reports a just discovered Cloverport marking. N.Y. state use
of the 1847 issue is summarized by Cr eighton Hart and George E. Hargest
discusses some misunderstandings of overseas rates.
issue of Th e American Philatelist. Ashbrook had access to the collection of
Judge Emerso n and most if not all of th e items illustrat ed in th e article are
from the Emerson Collect ion. F igure 7 in th at ar ticle is a cover addressed to
"J. F . Hitchcock, Esq. , Collector, Portsmouth, Ohio." In th e upper left corner
is a single copy of the provisional tied by a socked-on-the-nose heavy strike
of the New York Foreign Mail postmark "New York Jan 3, 5 Paid". There
are no rate markings, additional paid markings or other postal markings of
any typ e on the fac e of the cover. Portsmouth, Ohio, is between 500 and 600
air miles from New York City, and it required 10 cents to mail a single rate
lett er between these two points. Ashbrook was unquestio nably the greates t
expe rt on rat es and usages in the history of American philately, but in this
instance he overl ooked wha t should have been quite obvious.

Except for covers from Boston to New York, all other uses of 9Xl to
New York City are decidedly rare and most desirable. Attracti ve entire covers
used from Boston to New York are also ra re as many of the recorded examples
are either less th an full cove rs or have the nam e of th e addressee cut out.
If anyone can add to my records, I sha ll apprec iate hearing from him especially
as to provisional stamps used on cove rs to New York City from either Elizabe th
town, N. J., or Alexandria , D . C.

(Next: "How Man y New York Postmaster's Provisionals Still Exist?" to
geth er with some comments on price list ings in the 1979 edi tion of Scott's
Specialized Cata log of U. S. Stamps.)
We buy better covers of

United States Offices in China
and

19th Century Trans-Pacific Mail

Please phone or write:

George

eA leviZo s
3Z0 W ilshire Blvd Suite 307
Santa M onica.Cali fo rnia 90401
Telephone (ZI31 4 50 ·Z54 3
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THE PRESTAMP AND
STAMPLESS PERIOD

KENNETH R. DE LISLE, Editor
POSTMARKED WATERVILLE:
NEW YORK STATE'S DUPLICATE POST OFFICES

KENNETH R. DeLISLE
Discovery of a stampless folded lett er sheet identified as being mailed at

"Waterville, Oneida Co. N.Y." during the period when a Waterville office
existed in Delaware County began a very interesting search on my part, to
determine if there actually were two concurrent post offices in the same state
with identical nam es: Figure 1 is the discovery copy, neatly identified by office,
county, sta te and da te as well as being franked by the postmaster , R. Bacon.
The dateline is March 30, 1827, and the docketing is "Reuben Bacon/ Letter /
30 March 1827."

Manuscript Post Offices of New York Stat e! lists a letter from Waterville,
Delaware Coun ty, in 1824 and there is another recorded , fran ked by the post
master in 1822. There is no listing for an Oneida County Waterville in th at
publication. Reference to Federal Post Offices of N ew York State, 1792-19692

shows a Delaware County entry for 'Waterville, opened January 6, 1815; George
Sherwood, first postmas ter ; changed to Hobart June 23, 1828. Under Oneida
County we find a Waterville, opened January 6, 1815; George Sherwood, first
postm aster; still an activ e office . This Oneida County record is obviously an
error, still, there was and is a Waterville post office in Oneida County. To
correct the record some research had to be initia ted.

FIgure 1. W.'.rvllle, Oneid. County, N.Y. Mu.h 30, (1827). Letter fr.nlced by Po,'mlS'.' R.ub.n 1I••0n during
'h. ,Ix y••r p.riod wh.n two offi ••, n.m.d w.'.rvill. op.r.,.d In N.w York S'.,•.

The American Stampless Cover Cata log (1971 ed.) lists a 26mm cds WATER
VILLE ONE IDA COUNTY N.Y. of 1832 and a number of common 30mm and
31mm circles from 1833 to 1854 on stampless covers. The marking with the
county i.ame is very scarce, possibly unique, ranking in value with the top two
or three non-fancy circles of New York State. However, the listed markings
are later than the date given for the name change of the Delaware County
office and thu s do not provide us with any new inform ation.

1. Lee S. DeGra ff, ed. Manuscript Post Off ices of New Yo rk State (Albany: Empire State
Postal History Society, 1973) , P: 37.

2. Lee S. DeGra ff, ed . Federal Post Offi ces of N ew York Stat e, 1792·1969 (Albany: Empire
State Postal History Society, 1970), pp. 50, 124.
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Th e next source checked was Records of A ppointments of Postmasters,
which is available on microfilm from 1789, from the Na tional Archives. The
findings here are shown in Table 1.

Care mus t be taken when using this source because of th e different mean
ings of the dates. For example, in th is tabl e th e 1789-1815 led ger is not the
date of the appointment for th e postmasters, it is the date of th eir first qu arterly
return. The 1815-1818 en tries correct ly show the appointmen t dates, as does
the ledger for 1818-1823. The 1825-1827 entries fall back to the original mean
ing of date of first re turn, while the 1827-1832 ledger again represents the
actual dates of appointment. It is quite important, therefor e, to consult mor e
than one source when setting forth any informat ion extra cted from the old
records.

Th e appointment books seem to confirm th e existence of both Water
villes from November 30, 1822, to June 23, 1828. Was it possible that the Post
Off ice Dep artment knowingly allowed thi s condit ion to remai n uncorrected
for nearl y six years? Apparently it did, from evidence in the Postmaster General
letterbook. Several times in the early 19th century we find refere nce to dupli
cat e names and in most instances the duplication is remedied after an excha nge
of correspondence between the Postmaster General and the offices concerned.
The PMG did , on occasion, remind th e postmasters th at the count y nam e
mu st be a part of the postm arkin g at all times an d in makin g returns to the
Dep artm ent. This did not corr ect th e un fortu na te misdirection of letters when
the writer addressed his commun ication without a county nam e.

Figure 2. Le"er maned at Ithlca, N.Y. directed only to " Waterville." Postage rated at 12th¢, over 80 mil.. but
lell than 150 milet. Missent to Wat.rville , Delawar. County, where it was re-directed and m~rked "Forwerd.d"
and "25." "Waterville/Del. Co/Nov. 28" alse shown. The fault in mis·direction, in the opinion of the Delaware
County postmaster, lay with the sender, thus the double rat •. Courtesy R.H. Lounsbery.

Figure 2 is an example of wha t could an d did happen at times. This
letter was mail ed in Ithaca, addressed to Reuben Tower at Waterv ille, We
know from Figure 1 that Mr. Tower resided in Oneida Co. Lacking a county
designation, th e letter was sent to Delaw are County on November 14 (1826),
as shown by th e postmark. In due time it arrived at the wrong office; these
small offices did not have daily delivery in 1826. Here, probably with a few
choice words conc erning the clerk in Ithaca, it was forwarded in th e proper
mail to On eida Cou nty, on Novembe r 28. The informative item about this
cover is the rate. From Ithaca to Waterville, Delaware County, the distance
called for 12~<t and it was collect. From th at office back to the right Water
ville was another 12~<t and th e letter is properly marked Waterville/Del, Col
Nov. 28th and "forwarde d 25" to explain th e double charge, collect. Evi-
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TABLE I

30 Mar. 1823

Date
1 April 1815
I Jan. 1817
6 Jan. 1815

16 Nov . 1816
16 Nov . 1816
30 Nov. 1822

I J an . 1817
23 June 1828

Reuben Bacon

Reuben Bacon nb 20 Oct. 1828

Levinus Monson
Calvin Howard

Postmaster
Georgc Sherwood
Levinus Mons on
George Sherwood
Levinus Monson
Levinus Monson
Reuben Bacon

Watcrville , N.Y.

Office
Wa terv ille, N.Y.

7456

6140
6435
8179

3243Y2
7455

81SO

173

210

92
210

176f174
185/1 83
239/243

239/243

1818-1823

1815-1818

Post Office Records of the Watervill e, N.Y. Offices
Extrac ted from : Record s of Appointments of Postm asters: Na tional Arch ives

Led~er Post Office
Period Page Number

1789-1815 637

1827·1828

1825-1827

Wa tervill e, N.Y.
Watervill e, N.Y.
Wat er ville , N.Y.
Oneida County
Wa terv ille, N.Y.
Delawar e Cou n ty
Hobart, N .Y.
Watervill e, N.Y.
Oneida Cou n ty

• W at erville, N .Y.
Del. County Levinus Monson (no date)

Notes: • Pen ned in a t left " to be changed ." No date of di scontinuan ce found in th e ledger.
The notat ion " nb" in th e led ger has been believed to mean " no bond" and probably th at

beli ef is corr ect , for no bondsmen 's nam es or amounts are found whe n th is not ation is made.
For exp lana tion of the meaning of the dates in d iffer ent per iods , refer to th e text of this

article.

dently, the annoyed Delaware County postmaster felt it was the addressor's
fault, not th e Ithaca clerk, so he applied th e literal interpretation of the PL&R.
Ironically, Wa terville, Oneida County, was on the direct post road between
Utica and Ithaca and only 79 miles from the latter office, thus fall ing in th e
10¢ (under 80-mile) rate. In retrospect, it would appear the fault did lie with
the Ithaca office, sending the mail north instead of east.

If any rule for routing was to be follow ed , it would be to send a letter
to th e larger of th e duplicate offic es. Just how did the two Watervill es compare
in size and volume of bu siness? Population was not a rulin~ factor in the eyes
of the Post Office Department, net postage receipts were tar more important.

The Official Register (later th e Federal Register) published biennially at
Washington, D .C., from 1816 until well into the 20th century, is one good
source for Post Office data. It gives a complete list of post offices, th e post
masters' names and their compensation. Robert Dalton Harris has dealt at
length with th e Official Register and th e meaning of th e column headed "Post
masters Compensations, etc." In an excellent example of research skills, Harris
has related Official Re gisters to Am erican Stat e Papers and cert ain Hous e of
Representatives Docum ents, deriving from the exercise a conclusion that the
Official Register compensat ion figures are actually the difference between
the gross postages of any office and its net posta ges, the amount due to
Washington.

The compensation is not, Harris points out, just th e scheduled commis
sions on gross postages but includes additional comp ensation allowed to post
masters who regularly received mails between 9:00 P.M. and 5:00 A.M., as
well as allowances for specia l situations such as two cents per piece for han 
dling and delivering free letters (except those addressed to himself). Reading
all th ree parts of the Harri s study is recommended for serious stu dents of
postal history."

Using th e Harris method to determine posta ge figures we find , in the
year ending March 31, 1827, th e Delaware County Waterville had gross postages
of $105.47, postmaster's compensa tion $38.34, for a net revenue of $67.13. Th e
Oneid a County Waterville in th e same period had gross postages of $232.30,
postm aster's compensation of $95.29 and a net revenue of $137.01, more than
double the other office. Almost without exception, wh en a change mu st he
made it was mad e at the expe nse of the sma ller or less importan t office.

3. Rober t Dalton Harris, Post Script (Wynantskill , N.Y.: aGa the r in', 1977) , Nos . 2, 3
and 4.
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Tabl e I, compiled from microfilm copies of the Post Office Dep artment
ledger pages, leaves the Delaware County office without a definite discon
tinuance date, although the Federal Post Offices of N ew Yo rk State 1792-1969
cites June 23, 1828, as the change to Hobart. The notation in the appointm ent
ledger "to be changed" does not lead one conclusively to the Hobart office,
particularly since the first postm aster at Hobart is not the same man who held
office in Waterville. For confi rmation, gaze tteers, county histories and old
record s must be searched. Most of those referenc es consulte d agreed that the
present village of Hobar t was "formerly Waterville." Th e origin of the name
Hobart was not mentioned in any of th em. Fortunat ely, answe rs do tum up
with diligent searching . The files of the New York State Library finally yielded
our facts on Watervill e/Hobart.

In a small pamphlet of some ten pa ges! the introduction reads:
The Village of Hobart is not yet incorpora ted , and it acquired its name from the
late Bishop H obart (of New J ersey) in th e manner foll owin g: In 1818 [sic] a Post
Office was established with a weekl y ma il , by the name of Waterville . This locality
had previou sly acquired this name fro m th e fac t there being five mill po nds in close
succession on th e Del aware River . . . an d at th at time th ere bein g seven mills for
various manufactures. In 1828 th ere being another Wa terv ille in the Sta te . the U.S.
Post Office Department requ ested th at the people might cha nge th e na me of their
post office. it being the sma ller of th e two. T he lead ing citizen s, chu rch people, de
cided to call it Hobart. after th e good Bishop whom th ey kn ew so well ; i t was
su bmitted to th e Department for approval. when S. R. Hobby [sic] of Delhi, As
sistan t Postmaster General , sent the can celling stamp. tha t hereafte r this Post Office
should be known as Hobart , and the people exp ressed gre at p leasure in the name
chosen.

One further source could have been consulted and may have been the authority
for the June 23, 1828, date. L ett ers Sent by the Postmaster Ge neral 1789-1836,
Microcop y #601 (set of 50 microfilm reels) can be purchased from the Na
tional Archives and perhaps can be borrowed in individual reels from larger
libraries , through inter-library loan if one does not have direct access to a
set. However, in the light of the rather authoritative sta teme nt in the pamphlet
it was not deemed necessary to search the 1828 letters from the PMC. As
an intriguing side light to the "axing" of Delaware County's Wa terville, note
the letter illustrated in Figure 1 is addressed to Reub en Tower, head of the
wealthy and powerful distilling family. In no way were th ey going to change
the name of his home town .

Figure 3. Watorville, DolCowore) Co. N.Y. 8 Foby, 1824. Lollor showing county dosignl,lon
b

during thl sIx Y.lr
poriod whln two offic .. namod Watorville operatod in New York sta'o. Courtosy Harry TI Ir.

4. Rev. Reginald H. Barnes. comp. H istory of St. Peter's Church , (New York: E. Scott.
1881) • p . I.
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Finally, to complete the narra tive, Figure 3 illu strat es a letter from th e
Delaware County office, the recording copy.

The me tho ds and sources used to track down th e story of the two New
York Sta te Watervilles can be applied to any locat ion with similar problems
in the early days of the Post Office Department. Th e citations (change d from
case to case as need be) are valuable tools for anyone looking for answe rs to
puzzling covers. An inc reasing numbe r of sta te postal history societies are
publishing boo ks similar to th e Fede ral Post Offices, etc., of the Empire State
Postal History Society. With such books as a starting point, Fed eral and State
records can be used to assist in thi s fascinating field of postal history. Then,
when it is all don e, share th e result of your research by publishing your find
ings. Most philatelic publicati ons are begging for ar ticles of general interest
to satisfy th e new demands of their read ers.
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My Outrlqht Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
ASDA

ALAN T. ATKINS

WCS

APS - uSPcs - SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

CSA - uscc - APC

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN

AND CONFEDERATE COVERS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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Upcoming Stamp Auctions
at Sotheby Parke Bernet

February 6 & 7:
UNITED STATES & FOREIGN
POSTAGE STAMPS
O utstand ing group of U.S. proofs and essays . Ge rman area
stamps. and an excellen t offering of co untry co llect io ns

On view fro m Monday, February 5 at 980 Madiso n Avenue ,
New York

Illustrated catalogue $2/$ 3 with prices realized .
sa le no. 5-29

24¢ Airmail Inve rt so ld in New York
on Novembe r 20. 1978 for $100.000;

a record price for a U.S. stamp

10¢ 1847 largest mult iple know n o n co ver so ld in
New York on O ctobe r 25, 1978 for $50 .000

MarchU & 13:
UNITED STATES & FOREIGN
POSTAL HISTORY
Includ ing 19th & 20th ce ntury cove rs and the
extensive co llec tion of Tristan da Cunha formed by
Dr. William L. Mayo

O n view at o ur booth at INTERPEX in New Yor k at
Madi son Squar e Ga rde n and Monday, Mar ch 12
at 980 Madison Avenue, New York

lllusrrated ca ta logue $3/$4 with prices realized .
sa le no . 5-30

Subscr iptions for Sothe by Parke Bern et Stamp Auction
ca talogues are available. Prices realized are included . To
subs cribe, please send $20 (in U.S., Canada and Mexico;
$40 overseas) to Subsc riptio ns, Sotheb y Parke Bernet
Stamp Auction Co ., Inc. , 158 Deer Hill Avenu e, Danbury,
Ct 06810

The standa rd co mmission charged to se llers is 10%.
All prope rty so ld is sub ject 10 a premium of 10%
payabl e by a ll buve rsas part of the purchase price.

Property for future sa les is curre ntly be ing accepted.
We ar e avai lable for appraisa ls and guida nce
on philatel ic proper ties .

1¢ Unique Z Grille.
so ld in New Yorko n May 25, 1977

for $90 ,00 0

SothebyParke Bernet Stamp AuctionCo.,Inc.
158 DEER Hi l l AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 203/743-4458
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
NEW YORK SURVEY REPORT
CREIGHTON C. HART

This article gives the results .of th e survey of 1847 covers postmarked from
New York ~ tate. Table I lists the 89 post offices that received stamps from
the Post Office Department in Washington and in the next two columns the
quantities of 5's and 10's sent. In par entheses in the last column are th e numbers
of Sci- and/or lO¢ covers reported . No covers are presently listed from 33 of
the 89 post offices and this information is also shown.

Covers are known from man y post off ices th at were never supplied stamps
from Washington. Table II lists 62 post offic es that either purchased th eir
stamps from Postmaster Robert Morris in New York City or from neighboring
post offices. Some may have been mailed by travellers.

The big surprise is that th ere are more postmarks (62) from towns that
did not receive stamps from Washington th an from thos e that did (89 less
33 = 56). Maintaining my records of 1847 covers is a continuing proj ect so if
any new covers are "discovered" from a town listed as "none" for eithe r the
5¢ or the lO¢ in Table I, pleas e write the Section Editor. Our members are
equally interested in news of any N. Y. postm ark s for eithe r denomination from
a post office not listed in Tabl e II. Classic members should refer to past issues
of the Chronicle for footnotes, refer ences and oth er important information which
are not rep eated here.

TABLE I
1847 STAMPS

Supplied to 89 Post Offices in New York
Post Office 5, 10, Kno wn Cov ers
Adams 400 0-5¢ 0-IOC)
Addison 300 50 0-5¢ O-JO¢)
Albany 106.400 7.300 53-5¢ 5-1O¢)
Amenia 300 1-5¢ O-JOC)

Bainbridge 500 1-5¢ O-JOc)
Batavia 5.800 2.200 9-5¢ 4-10¢)
Bath 2,500 300 4-5¢ O-JO¢)
Binghamton 10,388 300 46-5¢ 8-10¢)
Buffalo 56,600 21,700 49-5¢ : 25-10¢)

Canajoharie 2,500 200 1-5¢ O-JO¢)
Canandaigua 2,200 600 2-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Canton 400 50 0-5¢ O-JO¢)
Catskill 400 100 1-5¢ 2-10¢)
Champlain 300 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Corning 2,200 3-5¢ 2-JO¢)

Dansville 3,500 900 2-5¢ 3-1O¢)
Dryden 400 50 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Dunkirk 400 100 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)

Ellicottsville 2,700 1,000 0-5¢ 2-1O¢)
Elmira 8,000 700 23-5 ¢ I -IO¢)
Essex 300 0-5e 0-1O¢)

Fishkill Landing 20 0-5¢ I-JOI/)
Fort Plain 500 50 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Franklin 1.000 100 0-51/ 0-1O¢)
Fredonia 1,500 400 4-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Fulton \,\00 300 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)

Geneva 7,400 1,300 10-5¢ 3- 10¢)
Gloversville 700 500 0-5e 0-1O¢)
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Post Office Sf /O¢ K nowll Covers
Gouverneur 700 150 2-51,' I-IO ¢)
Gow anda 400 50 0-51,' 1-10 1,')
Granvi lle 400 50 1-5e 2-10¢)
Greenport 5 ,200 0-51,' 0-lOe)
Greenwich 1,000 150 5-51,' 1-101,')

Herk im er 1,600 200 0-51,' 0-101,')
H oosick 300 50 0-5 1,' O-IO¢)
Hoosick Fall s 400 100 0-51,' 0-1O¢)

Ithaca 7,000 100 6-5¢ 0-1O¢)

J amaica 400 100 0-51,' 0· 101,' )
J am estow n 2,300 1,200 6-5e 1- lOe)
Johnstow n 700 0-5¢ 2-10¢)

Keesevill e 2,40 0 300 2-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Kingston 1,000 50 0-51,' O-IO¢)

Lan sin gburgh 1,200 100 2-5 1,' 0-1O¢)
Lew isto n 900 200 2-5¢ I -IO¢)
Livo nia 100 0-5e 0-1O¢)
Lockport 19 ,100 7,450 17-51,' 3-10¢)
Lyon s 600 100 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)

Medina 900 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Moravia 200 50 0-51,' 0-1O¢)

Ne w York 930,000 295 ,000 (1147-5 1,' :601 -1O¢)
Ne w York Mill s 400 100 ( I -51,' : 0-1O¢)
Newark 2,300 600 ( 1-5¢ O-IO¢)
Nu nda 600 200 ( 1-5¢ O-IO¢)

O lean 400 100 ( 0-5 1,' 0-1O¢)
Oswego 5,200 1,600 ( 8-5¢ 2-1O¢)
Owego 2,400 200 ( 4-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Oxford 1,200 150 ( 3-5¢ I -IO¢)

Pa lmyra 1,800 400 ( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Pat chogu e 300 50 ( 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Pen n Yan 3,600 850 ( 3-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Phoen ix 200 ( 1-5¢ O-IO¢)
Pot sdam 1,400 100 ( 3-5e 1-1O¢)

Ri chland :200 50 ( 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Roch ester 46 ,500 8,500 ( 49-5¢ 13-1O¢)
Ro use 's Po in t 200 50 ( 2-5¢ 1-1O¢)

Sacke tt's Harbor 1,000 400 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Salem 1.200 100 3-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Sali na 400 50 2-5 ¢ 0-1O¢)
Saugerties 200 100 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Sche nectady 3.600 3-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Seneca Falls 1.200 100 2-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Ska nea te les 1,600 350 5-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Stockbridge 300 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Syracuse 18,200 900 33-5 ¢ 2·1O¢)

T roy 58,400 1,200 104-5¢ 14-10¢)
T ru mansburgh 1,100 100 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)

Unad ill a 400 50 0-51,' 0-1O¢)
Un ion Springs 600 200 1-5¢ 0-101,')
Utica 48,000 1,800 54-5¢ 3-1O¢)

Va la tie 200 50 0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
Vernon 600 0-5¢ O-IO¢)

Watertown 600 100 1·5¢ 0-1O¢)
Waterville 400 0-5¢ O·IO¢)
West Point 1,500 20 1-5¢ I-IO ¢)
We st Randolph 300 50 0-5¢ 0-10 1,')
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Post Office
West Troy
We st field
Whitehall
Wyoming

5;
600

1.600
5.000

400

10¢
100
200
350
50

Kno wn Covers
0-5¢ 0-1O¢)
3-5¢ I -IO¢)
1-5¢ O-IO¢)
1-5¢ O-IO¢)

TABLE II
1847 STAMPED COVERS

N one of th e these 62 p os t offices received a su p p ly o f sta mp s from Wa shington . D.C.
Known Covers Known Covers

1-104)
1-1O¢)

0-1O¢)
0-1O¢)
0-10.;)
0-1O¢)
0-1O¢)
O-IO¢)
l -l O¢)
0- 1O¢)
0-10.;)
0-10.;)
0- 1O¢)
O·IO¢)
1-l 0¢ )
0-10 .;)
0-10 ';)
0-1O¢)
O-iO¢)

1-10,)
0-1O¢)
0-10¢)
0-1O¢)
0-10¢)
0-10¢)
0-10¢)
O-IO¢)
0-10¢)
0-1O¢)

1-1O¢)

0-104)
0-1O¢)
0-1O¢)

(1O-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5';
( 1-5 ';
( 0-5¢
( 1-5 ';
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 6-5 ¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( l -5¢
( 1-5¢

( 0-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( 1-5¢
( I-54
( I-54
( 1-5¢
( 2-5¢
( 2-54

( I-54

( I-5 4
( 1-5¢
( 6-5 ¢

( 2-5¢
( 0-5¢

Romc
Ru ssell

Peekskill
Perry
Poughkeepsie

Ogdc nsb urgh

Mal one
Mannsville
Millport
Milton
Narrowsb urgh
New H a m burgh
Newport
1'1 iagara Fa lls
Northamp ton
Norwich

Sara toga Sp r in gs
Sh a ron Sp r in gs
Sherwood s
Silve r Creek
Spe n cerp ort
Sti llville
Stockp ort
Suffolk City
Tomhannock
Wald cn
Wal worth
W ampsvill e
Watcrford
' Vat cr loo
West Bloomfield
West Sto ckburgh
W hittocksville

( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
(1O-5¢ 0-1O¢)
(14-5¢ 3-10¢)
( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)

( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 3-5¢ 0-1O¢)

( 0-5¢ I-IO¢)
( 0-5 ¢ 1-1O¢)
( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 4-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)

( 1-5¢ 0- 1O¢)

( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)

( 2-5¢ O-I O¢)

( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 1-5 '; 0-10';)
( 0-5 '; I-I O¢)
( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 0-5'; 1-1O¢)

( 1-5'; 0-1O¢)
( 1-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 2-5¢ 0-1O¢)
( 2-5 '; O-IO¢)

( 2-5'; 0-1O¢)
( 3-5 '; 0- 1O¢)

( 2-5 ¢ 0-1O¢)Macedon

Fort Ann

Leroy
Li tt le Falls

H an cock
H enrietta
Hudson
H yd e Pa rk

Gaines
G ibso n
Glasco
Glenns Falls
Goshen

East Cla rkson
E. Sp r ingfie ld
E lizabe th town
Exeter

Ballston
Bro oklyn

Deposit

Albion
Ald en
Au burn
Aurora

Ce nterfield
Chazy
Cher ry Va lley
Clarkso n
Cohoes
N.Y. RAILROAD SURVEY
For the convenience of our memb ers the lists of ra ilroad posta l markings

are divid ed into names of railroad postm arks and rail route agent's terminal
markings. Fi ve of the handstum ps were term inal markings because no railroad
by those names existed dur ing the currency of the 1847 issue although some
came into existence after that time, as is the case of th e Boston & Alba nv
Railro ad which started in ]867. Most (98) of the 141 covers listed are terminal
markings.

0-101t)
I -I O¢)

0-10.;)
0-10.; )
0-1O¢)

(2-5 1,'
(3 -5¢

(3-5 1,'
(I -5 1,'
( I -51,'

MARKINGS
I'rov & R u tl a nd
Troy &, Whiteh all

POSTMARKS
Ph iladelphia
:'-I .Y. &: H arlem
Ha rl em

RAILROAD
0-1O¢)
0-10.;)
1-101,')

TERMINAL
: 3-1O¢)
: 3-10¢)
: 4-1O¢)

(34-5¢
(27-5¢
(21-5¢

(19-5 ¢
(12-5¢
( 6-5¢

Lo ng Island
N.Y . .\: New Have n
N .Y. .~ Eri e

Boston & A lbany
N.Y. & Philadelphia
Alba ny &: Buffalo
SHIP AND STEAMBOAT
generally used on mail of foreign ongm by private
on 1847 covers. Th e designation STEAMSHIP was

The term SHIP was
ship, and rarely appears
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Both of thele cevers undoubtedly originated in Philadelphia where the 5¢ folded letter II dateUned. Each I.lter
was probably taken to the depot and was handed to a rail agent who handltamped the R.R. origin marking
but did not cancel the stamp. Upon arrival in New York City each stamp wal cancelled with the diltlnctiv. 13
bar grid uled only at the New York pOlt office.

Coverl with a railroad handltamp and alse a town mark (lee the 10¢ cover) are not included in the railroad
coyers listed here because their number is unknown. Such covers are included in town mark totlls only .

used on mail to and from Panama, Californi a and the Caribbean by ocean
going vessels over routes considered post roads. It is seldom seen on 1847
covers, occurring mostly at later dates after the gold rush started in earnest.

Th e marking STEAMBOAT or STEAM identifies mail carried on inland
or coastal waterways by boats not under contract to the Post Office Department
in distinction to markings used on mail by inland coastal steam vessels with
government contracts. The postal markings on covers carried by Hudson River
steamboats under contract are different from the postal markings on covers
carried by private river steamboats. Likewise the postal markings differ for
covers carried on Lake Erie or Lake Champlain steamboats whether by contract
or by private steamboats.

Although most New York waterway mail was by inland steamboats, some
was by coastwise steamboats, all of which was either received or originated
at New York City. These postal markings also are different on covers whether
carried by contract or by private steam boats.

My appreciation goes to the many Classic members who helped in this
survey and especially to Walter Hubbard of England and Norman Gahl of
Spain who wrote from overseas.
TWO MINOR 1847 MYSTERIES SOLVED
CREIGHTON C. HART

One of the two mysteries concerns the three genuine covers postmarked
Little Falls, N. Y. As is my practice I checked my official list of post offices
as of July 1, 1851, beli eving that any post office listed then had been in opera
tion since 1847. To my surprise there is no Little Falls post office in the active
list or among thos e discontinued during the previous year. Of course, there
is a Little Falls on the maps of pr esent day New York and late uses of the
'47 stamps after July 1, 1851, are well known. Could all three of these covers
be very late uses?

My good friend Ezra Cole , who specializes in covers from western New
York, wrote me there had "always" been a Little Falls. "Always" seemed to
Chronicle 101 / February 1979 / Vol. 31, No.1 <J:1



go back as far as the 1847 period so 1 wrote the present postmaster and also
the Nationa l Archives Records Services in Washington. Both sources came back
with the same information. Postmaster Walter J. Malone supplied information
from a history of the Little Falls Post Office put together a few years ago
from old newspaper articles:

The firs t Post Office was established in Little Fa lls in 1797. In April , 1850, the
town speople thinking that th e term "Little" den oted a small sett leme nt and having
hopes of a large cit y, change d th e nam e of th e Post Office to "Rockton". However,
in Ma y, 1852 it was changed back to Little Falls and has remai ned tha t way since
th at date.

Rockton, N. Y. is listed as a post office in 1851 but there is no Rockton
in New York state now . Does anyone hav e a Rockton 1847 cover? If such a
cover exists it must be a very scarce and unusual item, being a postmark in
use only from April 1850 to May 1852.

The second minor mystery is not so intriguing. Greenport received 5,400
five cent stamps but no cover so far has been reported. The answer to this
seems to be that some (perha ps many) have Long Island postmarks rather
than Greenport. Greenport was at one end of the Long Island Railroad that
ran from 14th Street to Greenport 107 miles distant. Apparently stamps pur
chased at Greenport were used on letters handed to the route agent on th e
Long Island Railroad where they were cancelled. Does anyone have a folded
letter headed Greenport but with a Long Island postmark?

We know this happened at the Indianapolis post office which received
10,800 fives. Onl y two or three '47 covers are known with the Indianapolis
postmark but a large number ori~inating there have Madison & Indianapolis
Railroad postm arks. I still hope tor a Greenport '47 cover but I'd even like
to see a stampless onemailedduringthatfour yearperiod.1847-1851.so I
can report it to our many members speciali zing in New York state postal
history.
McBRIDE STAMP AUCTIONS, INC.
Bonded Auctioneers - Appraisers - City & State licensed

Phone: 503·235·7071

3630 S.E. 34th Ave. Box C Portland, Oregon 97202

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION

APRIL 22 AT INPEX, SEATTLE, WASH.

US, BRITISH COLONIES, FOREIGN, POSTAL HISTORY

Send For Free Illustrated Catalog

Prices Realized Free With #10 SASE

Consignments Of Fine Material Always Welcome
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Buyer or Seller
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

Especially for
Specialists

. Bid by
Phone, by Mail ,

or in person .
. . No charge
for executing

bids.

Schiff Auctions Feature:
• Singles & Blocks • Coils & Booklets • Plate Blocks
• Postal History • Major Errors • Freaks & Varieties
• First Day Covers • Wholesale lots • Collections

U.S., U.N. and FOREIGN STAMPS

SELLERS:
BUYERS:

TO SECURE OUR NEXT AUCTION

CATALOG REMIT 75¢ (or) $1.50

FOR CATALOG AND PRICES REAL

IZED. I-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $8 .50

U.S. (OVERSEAS $12.50).

Our commission is only 20% of
price realized-no lotting charges,
but we do have minimums accept 
able.
Contact us, describing your material
before sending it to us. We can help
you decide whether to sell outright
or on consignment. With your de
scription, include your address and
telephone no.

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT!

WarlJltt5 Q1. ~tlrif£, Wr~, ~Ut~
Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers Established 1947

NEW ADDRESS: 195 Main Street, Ridgefield Park, N.J. 07660
Telephones (201) 641-5566 - From N.V.C. 662-2777
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
CLOVERPORT, KENTUCKY-AN UPDATE
LOWELL S. NEWMAN

Th e May 1975 issue of The Chronicl e carried an excellen t photo essay by
David L. Jarrett entitled "Th e Fancy Townmarks of Clov erport Kentucky." As
Mr. Jarrett pointed out, the small Ohio River town of Cloverport is thought to
have used a greater number of fancy and unusual townmarks than any other
town during th e late pre-adhesive and earl y stamp period. Th e small amount
of mail which was processed at Cloverport has yielded to philately a wid e
variety of markings, all of which are scarce and man y of which are thought
to be unique.

Given the scarcity of the markings from this hamlet it has always been
possible that additional types and varieties would come to light as the years
went by. Just such a discovery did occur recently while the author was sorting
a large group of covers which had been transferred to the Smithsonian's Di
vision of Postal History from the Man uscript Division of the Library of Congress.

Flgu, e 1. The newly d iscove,ed CLOVERPORT, KY., oval type m..... lng .

The new Cloverport marking type (see Figure 1) is a 36 x 32 millimeter
oval black band with negative lettering reading "CLOVERPORT/KY." The black
band of the marking varies from 7.25 to 8..') millim eters in width, and the letters
of the inscription are 4.5 to 5.5 millim eters tall. Although neith er the cancella
tion nor dock eting on the cover shows a year date, we may hypothesize that
this marking was used in lat e J.C~53 and 1854. Ev idence to support thi s theory
is found in the shade of the three cent stamp which is a "pale dull red," identi 
fied by Carro ll Chase as one of the 1853 printings. Further support for our year
date theory is provided in the address which the cover bears. Joseph Holt,
later to become Unit ed Sta tes Jud ge Advocate General , is known to have resided
in Louisville, Ky., dur ing the period in qu estion.

With the addi tion of the newly discovered oval type, Cloverport, Ky.,
now has a total of 15 townmarks and two special markings attributed to its post
office during the period of 1847 to 1861. Th e accompa nying chart chronologically
lists all of the Cloverport markings from that period known to us as of this
30 Chronicle 101 / February 1979 / Vol. !II. No.1



W ord ing Color / shape/s ize Date used Notes
CLOV ER PO RT KY. bl ark / circl c / 31m m 1847-53 some tim es red
CLOVE R PORT KY. bl ack / circle / Bdmrn 1851
CLOVER P ORT KY hlack / st ra igh t line 1852 Iancv frame wit h eagle at top
CLOVER PORT/ KY black / circle/35m lll 1853-4 fa n cy ed ges, negative lett ering
PA ID blac k / serra ted box 1853 negative lettcring
CL OV ER PORT/ KY h lack / ova I / 36x32m m 1853-4· nega tive lett er in g (Figure I )
CLOVER PORT/ KY black /oval / 35x 31mm 1855
CLOVER PO RT. KY blac k / stra igh tlinc 1856 boxed 52x l!h n m
CLO VER P O RT/ KY h lac k /circle /S bm rn 1856
CL OVER PO RT KY. black/ scro ll 1857· boxed 65x25mm
CLOVER P ORT/ KY black/oval / 45x3 1mm 1857-8
CLO VE R P O RT / KY black /circle / 33mm 1859-60 no outer rim , some tim es green
(none) black/three lea f clover 1860"
CLOVERP O R T KY grec n / st ra igh tlinc 1860 :i3x4m lll
CLOVER PORT KY olive / stra igh tli ne 1860 do uble- lined box 57x l 7m m
CL OVE R PO RT/ KY gre en / ho rseshoe iseo ro ugh ly 35-32m m
CLOVER PO R T / KY bl ack ycirclc / Sfhn m 1861
• tentati ve yea r d at e

date. Further research may produce new marking typ es and varie ties of marking
types already known from this town.

Mr. Newman is Museum T echnician in th e Division o f Postal Hi story, Sm it hsonian In 
sti tution - Editor.

Reference.
Th e A m erican Stam pless Cov er Catalog . 1978 Edi t ion .
J arrett , David 1.. "T he Fancy T ownma rk s of Clover po rt. Ken tu cky," Ch ronicle 86 : 81-85 (vol, 27
No . 2)

3¢ 1857, PLATE 14 EARLY DATE

Rich ard C. Celler reports a new early date for a stamp from Plate 14
October 28, 1857. This moves th e earliest known date up almost five months,
bringing Plate 14 into line chronologically with the oth er places known to hav e
been put into use at about this time. The stamp is position 70R14. Th e cover
contents confirm th e date.
12¢ 1851·61 PLATE 1 IMPRINT
Stanley M. Piller has submitted th e photograph of a 12¢ horizontal pair

(perforated) from Plate 1 shown here. The stamps are positions 61-62LI, the
sheet margin copy showing a portion of the imprint. According to Neinken's
book on the 12¢ issue 0 , and the editor's records, this is th e first example of
6lLI showing part of the imprint th at has come to light.

12¢ with Imprint.

Equally interes ting are the "cancellations" that appear on the stamps. Mr.
Piller advises th at th ese are magenta in color, They strongly resemble the brush
strokes applied to the sheets of 3¢ stamps from Plate 4 that were sent to England
for expe rimenta tion with the Bemrose perforating machine. The stamps are
printed on stamp paper . Can anyone add additional light on this brush stroke
cancellation?

-Mortimer L. Neinken, Th e 1851-57 T welve Cent Stamp, The Collectors Club: New York
City. 1964.
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
ABOUT THAT POLITENESS OF MRS. CLARK
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The Cover Corner for Chronicle No. 100 illustrated the cover shown as
Figure 1, and asked several questions about it, as follows:

• Wh o was Mrs. Clark?
• Does the uncancelled 5¢ green Confederate stamp belong on the cover?
• Why are there no postal markings?
Scott Gallagher noted in his write -up that several other Classics collectors

(and he might have said "Confederate collectors" with equa l accuracy) owned
similar covers. All originated with Confederate prisoners of war at Camp Chase
near Columbus, Ohio, some, like the cover of Figure 1, having manuscript
censor markings. Others, as with the similar cover shown in Figure 2, do not.
Some of the covers are only fronts; others are complete.

Figure 1. Intend.d to h.ve been corrled .eross the lin.. through the "Pollt.n••• of Mrs. CI..k,"

Camp Chase was, of course, one of the major Northern prisons in which
Confederate prisoners of war were incarcerated. At first it was a training and
mustering camp. Civilian Confederate sympathizers were confined there as
early as the summer of 1861. Soon, with the fall of Fort Donelson early in
1862, Confederate soldiers were confined at Camp Chase, and this was the
post's role for the rest of the war.

The covers of Figures 1 and 2 have a rather interesting history. Th e latter
was bou ght by the writer from a highly respected collector some years ago.
A few years later, Mr. Don Garrett of Jackson, Mississippi , showed the author
a book, The Story of Camp Chase, by one Willi am H. Knauss, published in
1906. When the book was opened, it fell open to the pages that explained the
mystery cover. A few years later, the Cover Corner editor showed this author
a similar cover , and when he was informed of the maiden nam e of Mrs. Clark,
he recogni zed the name, and both of us, separately and simultaneously, turned
up some rather fascinating aspects of ther younger days.

Figure 3 shows Mrs. Clark, although the picture is captioned "Lottie Moon"
in the publication where it appeared. Her history, which undoubtedly explains
these covers, comes mainly from the source mentioned , although the one unusual
asp~t noted and the picture come from a yearbook-calendar, W omen of Ohio ,
published by the Ohioana Library in 1973. Accompanying the picture of Figure 3
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COLUMBUS, OHIO, August 30, 1904.

Figure 2. "From I prisoner I t Clmp Chile Ohio to his Father Ind Mother In Miululppl." To hi ve gon e vii tho
"Urblnlty of M... Clark."

was a story written by Mrs. Avis W. Cullen , then the Ohioana Chairman for
Butler County, Ohio:

A Civil War Mata Hari jLoTnE MOON
The gu ests were assembled, and Ambrose E. Bu rn side had promised to love and

cherish Lottie as long as he sho u ld live. Then th e mi niste r turned to Lottie, "W ill
you take th is man?" ... and she an swered , "No sir ," and fled the room.

Such was th e jilting of the West Point graduat e by Charlotte Moon in Oxford.
Lottie, a descendant of a celebrated Viqpllia family, lived at 220 East High Street,
across from Miami University . She was vivaciou s, witty, a merry joker, and somehow
she convinced Ambrose that her tr eatment of him was a mad prank. He continued
to cour t her , but she met a you ng lawyer from Hamil ton, j ames Clark.

At her wedd ing to Jim in 1849, the groom pulled a pistol from his pocket saying :
"T here will be a wedding here tonigh t or a funeral tomorrow."

J ames Cla rk was an abl e and respected jurist, although he was an avowed Peace
Democrat or Copperhead. When he was asked for help in getting messages across the
Ohio River to Kentucky Confed erates, Lottie Clark volunteered to go.

Disguised as an Irish wash erwoman, she wheedled some Irish soldiers into hiding
her on a tr oop transport bound for Lexington. Po sing as an English in valid traveling
to \Varm Springs, Vir ginia, she tricked Secretary of Wa r Stanton into send ing her
sou th with President Lincoln's party. Irate, Stanton la ter offer ed $10,000 for her,
dead or alive. On her way horne in Cincinnati , she was taken before Union General
Ambrose Burnsidel "I have not forgotten the many happy hours I spent with you in
Oxford," he said , and rel eased her.

In 1870 th e N ew York World sent Charlo tte to Paris as a speci al cor respondent.
Returning, she lectured wide ly, wro te two best-selling novels an d wor ked as a trans
later of French novels. Her unusual life ended quietly . . . with her death in 1895.

General Ambrose E. Burnside is shown in Figure 4. As most readers of
these pages probably know, it is from his luxuriant side whiskers that the term
"sideburns" was derived.

Chapter XIII of The Story of Camp Chase is entitled "After Forty-Two
Years ." As common in books of thi s type, a summary of the chapter appears
beneath the title, reading: "The Intercepted Letters Found in the Ohio State
Hous e by State Librarian Galbreath-Some of the Letters Photographed-Some
Letters from Down South-List of Letters not used in the Volume-History of
Mrs. Clark, by her son, Frank P. Clark."

The chapter leads off with a cop y of a letter sent to Colonel Knauss, when
he was putting his book together:

Dear Colonel Kn auss.
I am pleased to learn that you ar e having prepared a h isto ry of th e Confederate

prisons of Ohio. Permi t me to in vite your atte ntion to a coll ection of manuscript letters
m the State Library that may be of service to you.

When th e material of th e library was classified and rearranged, these letter s were
discovered in a place whe re th ey had evidently lain unmolested for years in dust and
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obscurity. Upon examination, most of them were found to ha ve been written by Con
federate prisoners at Camp Chase. They were transfer red to our manuscript depart
ment, wh er e th ey will be perman ently p reserv ed.

I do not kn ow ho w th e letter s originally came into th e po ssession of the library.
I have read only a few of th em. In the hope that among the m may be fou nd some
th ing of interest to th e numerous readers of your forthcom ing volume, I ta ke pleasure
in offering you for reference use this manuscript collectio n .

Very tru ly yours,
C. B. Galbreath

State Librarian .

The obscure place mentioned by Galbreath was later stated to have been
a sort of lumber room in the Capitol at Columbus.

The main body of the chapter quoted the contents of over fifty of the
letters , and some seven of them are illustrated. No covers are illustr ated, but
the addressees of all the letters where this could be determined are noted. In
addition, the existence of about 120 more letters was mentioned, by listing
the names of the writers and addressees.

Figure 3. Charlo"a Moon Clark. Figure 4. Ganeral Ambro. a Burnside .

It is the contents of some of these letters that provide the key to our
puzzle. Two typical ones follow:

CA~'" CHASE, PRISON No. 3
COLUMBUS, OHIO, April 20, 1862.

Rev. John K. Harrison.
My DEAR FRIEND: You ma y be surprised at hearing from me away up her e , but the

fortunes of war are varied . I am a t lea st a p rison er of war-was su rrendered a t Island
No . 10, of which su rrender you have doubtless heard. I was sick , but am now much
better. I was makin g m y esca pe with seve n or eigh t o f ou r com pa ny to a fa rmhouse .
T he whole command was surrender ed th e same night.

I do no t know what became of brother and th e bal ance of th e compan y. I wou ld
like much to hear from him. H e ma y be here, as there are mor e of th e Island No. 10
prisoners in th e other prisons-there being three separa te p ri son s, number ed I, 2, and
3. We had a terr ibl e time of it on the isla nd. I kn ow you must have stir r ing times
about Jaci -'lIl . W e get the papers in here every day. \\'e fare very well -are well cared
for, ha ve plenty to ea t and good houses to stay in . T h is p ri son con ta ins three acres ,
inclosed with a high pl ank wall , on which th e sen tine ls walk. T he re are abou t eigh t
hu nd red prison er s here . We a re not permitted to go ou tside; we can get any th ing we
want, though . The people are kind and accommodating. T ell ou r friends we are not
suffering. I should like to write you a long letter, but th e rules forbid. Mr s. Clar k,
a sister of the Moons, of Memphis, will take this across th e lines to Richmond.

God bl ess you , my Chr istia n fri end!
Your friend, T HOS. J. CARRUTHERS, Lieut enant ,
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CAMP CHASE, April 28, 1862.
My DEAR PARt::NTS: I wrot e you the other day; but as Mrs. Moon [Note: The

Mrs . Moon mention ed was Mrs. Clark, whose family name was Moon. - AuTHOR.]
has kindly offered to tak e letter s from prison er s to Vir ginia, I have taken th e oppor
tunity, hop ing you ma y hear fro m me aga in. I have written you so often , and not hear
ing from you, th at it is almost eno ugh to di scourage one from writi ng; but, accord
ing to the old adage. " no news is good news." I will hope for the best. Mrs. Moon is
a native of Virg in ia . and has a perm it to visit th ere; on wha t bu sin ess. I can not say.
There are some lad ies here that a re very kind to us. Mrs. Moon . wife of a preacher,
and Mrs. Thurman have visi ted th e hosp it a l th at cont ai ns ou r sick and given comfor t
to ou r prisoners.

There wer e six tee n who came wh en I did. an d th ere are on ly fou r now. One of
th em . poor fell ow. I am afraid , will never be well aga in ; he has cons umption. H e was
cap tu red with a man named J ohn Bru ly, of Arka nsas . The little boy th at was with us
we left at Bearly. Perhaps th ey will make a pet of him . Of th e six teen , four died and
th e rest have been sen t home. T hey wer e a ll citizens excep t five , and one of them di ed .
I haven 't muc h to say excep t for you to rem em ber me in your pra yers, and. next to
ou rsel ves. to re me m ber ou r cou ntry ; and ma y God bless you!

Yours forever, J . HENNEY.

About half a do zen more of the writers quoted refer to their letters' being
intended to go south with Mrs. Clark, although at least one more confuses the
nam e as Mrs. Moon. Knauss spent no littl e time and effort in attempting to
trace Mrs. Clark, and was finally successful. In his own words:

Through th e kind assistan ce of Mrs. M. V. Randolph. of Richmond, Va., Miss
Virginia Moon . a sis ter of Mrs. Cla rk. of Mem phis, was found , who related so much of
the hi stor y of her siste r in th ose da ys as she recall ed , and gave th e address of Rev.
Frank Pinckney Cla rk. of Front Royal, Va., son of Mrs. Charlotte Moon Clark; and
this letter given below tell s as uearly as ever will be kn own. perhaps, th e story of the
letters never delivered:

I was on ly a child of eigh t years wh en th e Civ il War began . so my recollections
are vagu e. as are often th e remembran ces of bo yh ood. But I was afte rwards told of
many of th e events of th ose da ys and th e effect th ey had upon our after life .

At that time my father. Judge James Cla rk. lived a t Hamilton. Ohio. where he
began th e practic e of h is profession after hi s graduat ion from th e law schoo l a t Cin
cinnati. H e soon became prominent in th e legal world and was appointed Judge of
the Court of Commo n Pleas by the Gove rnor of Ohio abo ut th e yea r 1852.

H e was afterwa rds e lected judge by th e p eople of hi s judicial district at least twice.
and then retired from th e bench to practice law .

In politics he was a friend of Judge T h urm an and Messrs. Vallandigham and Voor 
hee s and othe rs, and took an active p art in th e campaign of Step he n A. Douglas.

My mother's father . Rob ert S. Moon . wen t from Vir gin ia to Oxford. Butler
County, Ohio. back in th e thirties. H e was a firm believer in the teachings of Thomas
Jefferson. both belonging to th e same cou n ty- Albe mar le- in Virginia. Among other of
hi s political ideas was th at of the ultim ate ema ncip a tion of slaves by th eir owners.
H e took hi s own to Ohio an d the n to Indiana and freed the m . going security for
their future good behavior; and I ha ve been told that he had to pa y quite a large
sum for th e misconduct of some of th em .

It was at Oxford my father met my mother. He was a stude n t at Miami Univer
sity. and she was a tte ndi ng a you ng ladies' schoo l taught by Dr. Scott, whose daughter.
the late Mrs. Benjamin H arrison. was one of my mother 's schoo lmates .

My parents were married in 1849. and th e inter val until 1860 was pa ssed quietly
in Hamilton. My mother's three brothers were in the Confede rate Army. two of them
being Virginians by birth.

After the fall of Fort Donelson my mother heard that one of her brothers was at
Camp Chase. She a t on ce went to Co lum bus, and Governor T ad gav e her permission
to go through th e Camp to find her brother, although th er e was no record of his
being th er e. H e was not th ere ; but she found many fri ends and acquaintances wh o
were in th e prison camp. At once m y mother began a crusade to make thes e prison
ers as comfortable as possible ; even succeede d in getting Gove rn or Tad to parole some
of them in the ci ty of Col um bus, wh ere they were a ble to secure comfor ta ble quarters.
In this connection, I have been told of a reception given th e paroled prisoners at
Judge Thurman's house. and that when the Judge got home he found his house full
of men in Confed erate uniform s. with only on e bluecoated gentleman present. an
officer named Hunter. who had been exceedingly kind to th e p risoners and was very
popular with them.

My mother undertook to inform th e re latives of some of th e prisoners of their
h ealth. cond ition , needs, etc.• and both wrote herself and carried some of their letters
to fri ends in Kentucky. This brought about a sudden catastrophe for two clergymen
who wer e at our hou se when m y mother return ed from one of these trips to Kentucky.
wh ere she had given letter s to one of Gen eral Morgan's broth ers, and where she came
near being caught and arr ested by one Col on el Metcalf. These ministers wrote home
to th eir wives how Mrs. Clark had evade d eve ry a tt emp t to stop her and made her
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way into the forbidden neighborhood of the Morgans. Unfor tu na tely, th ese ministers
were arrested in Cincinnati and search ed .

The same night a telegram from Mr . John Bond , of Cincinna ti, warned my
mother , and she left on th e midnight Northe rn ex press for Niagara , taking me with
her . We crosse d th e suspe nsion bridge on ly a short tim e befo re a telegram to arrest
my mo the r arrived on the Ne w York side.

This will probab ly accou nt for th e packa ge of le tt ers being delayed so man y years
in Columbus. If they wer e wri tten wh ile my mother was gett ing ready for tha t Ken 
tucky trip, and kept for her return to Colum bus, she never hea rd an yth in g of them,
for soon afterward s she returned to Ohio to make som e fina l arrangem en ts to go
South. She was threatened with arres t by Gen er al Rosecrans; but Ge nera l Bu rn side ,
th en in Cincinna ti, arrested my mother, aunt , and grandmo the r, and after detaining
them a short tim e, sen t th em South . I un d erstand that General Burnside , who was an
old friend, took th em thus under hi s protection to save th em from prison .

My mother remained in the South until aft er th e war was over , when my father
settled in New York to pract ice law and my mo th er began a literar y career , which
brought in creased luster upon her name both in this coun try and abroad. In th e au tumn
of 1895 she left this life for the grea ter, at my home, the rect ory of St. Geo rge 's
Protestant Ep iscopal Chu rch, West Philadelphia , Pa .

In "T h e Modern H agar" my mother gave a graphic account of the 1856 conve n tion
held in Cincinnati, which Mr . Cha rles Anderson, brother of Gen . Rob er t Anderson,
estee med one of the best pi eces of writ in g with wh ich he was acquainted . My moth er 's
full name was Mrs. Ch arl otte Moon Clark, and her nom de plume , was Charles M.
Clay, she being a descendant of th e Clays on her mother 's side, and of th e Moons
and on e of th e fir st colonial governors of Virginia, Thom as Digges, on her father' s
sid e.

Besides corresponding for Sou the rn and Philadelphia journals wh en abro ad in the
seventies, she did much jo u rna listic wor k a t hom e; af ter bel' return to New York , and
wrote th e following no vels : " Baby R ue ," published by Roberts Brothers, Bosto n, "The
Modern Hagar," published by th e same house, and " How She Cam e into H er King
dom," published by Jansen , McClurg & Compan y, Ch icago. By such critics as George
Cary Eggleston "The Mod ern Hagar " was esteemed as a great book .

Very respectfully yours, FRANK PINCKNEY CLARK.
Front Royal, Va.

The chapter also included another picture of Mrs. Clark, although at a
fairly advanced age.

Returning to the questions posed in the Cover Corner, the answer to the
identity of Mrs. Clark has been lengthy, but sheds an interesting light perhaps,
on other covers that seemed to have crossed the lines under rather obscure
circumstances. To the second question, of whether the uncancelled Confederate
stamps belong on the covers, it is obvious that they do. Their being uncancelled
is a product of the fact that they were never mailed. Of course, they wer e
intended to be mailed after being taken to Virginia by Mrs. Clark , which would
only have required the Confederate postage stamps. And , unl ess a cover bore
a soldier's letter endorsement, which permitted mail to be sent collect (whether
this proviso of the Confederate postal system was in effect as yet when the
covers were written is also questionable) the letters would have had to have
been prepaid.

There was apparently no attempt to evade censorship; some of the covers
endorsed to be carried by Mrs. Clark bear censor endorsements and some do
not. However, the letters were undoubtedly turned over to the Federal authori
ties at Camp Chas e to be sent when they could not be sent by Mrs. Clark.

This brings up another possibility. To be sent out of Camp Chase and
exchanged in the normal way for such covers, Federal postage would also have
to be prepaid. It is possible that the writers of some of the letters were exchanged
soon aft er the letters were wri tten. Most of the Fort Donelson and Island No. 10
prisoners, who were the writers of the covers to be sent by Mrs. Clark that
we have seen, wer e exchanged in th e late summer of 1862. In such a case , of
course, had the Federal authorities been inclined to return these covers to
Camp Chase for their writers to pr epay the Federal postage, the senders may
have already been sent back south.

Th e list of letters in Knau ss also included many directed to prisoners. A
few •r. them were severa l pages in length-against the rules, of course- and
others contained information the Federal censors did not wish to pass. Th ere
is no doubt the group of letters included many that did not clear the censors.

Just how the covers themselves, without the letters, got into the hands
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of collectors is not known and will be left for others to explain. Of the two
covers shown, neith er addressee is included in th e list of letters in the Knauss
book. It is probabl e, however , th at Knau ss did not see all the letters that were
withheld as describ ed . In fact, of th ose th at wer e listed , he mentioned that a
second lot was include d additiona l to th e number mentioned in Dr. Galbreath's
letter. The original lot was found in a b ox in a lumber storage room in the state
capitol. Who knows wha t happened to other letters of thi s type that sur vived
the war ? •

Sometimes postal history takes some odd directions, and few, we suspect,
will be mu ch further from the beat en path than this. Yet, it mu st be remembered
that postal history is rea lly part of a lar ger picture which must sometimes be
established in order to clarify the det ails of our particul ar int erest.
HERZOG ON U.S. GRILLED STAMPS
"The Story of the United Stat es Grilled Postage Stamps," an article by

1861 section Contributing Editor William K. Her zog, appea rs in the just issue d
Forty-Fourth Ame rican Philatelic Con gress book. Although the book conta ins
other articles of interest to Classics Society members, I will confine my remarks
to Mr . Her zog's article . There are two b asic reasons for discu ssing the article;
first , to inform th e Chronicle readers of what is there, and second, to expla in
wh y an article apparently so obviou sly appropriate for the Chronicle did not
appear in these pages.

The article is very long, having a total of 36 pages, including 18 pages
of appendices. It is, in essence, a fairl y compact review of an extremely
com plex sub ject. The appendix incl udes original mat erial, similar in natu re
to the tables of the 1869 stamp issues that have appea red in the Ch ronicle ,
of the numbers of sta mps of each denominat ion that were issued to post offices
during the period when the grills, 1861 type through banknotes, were in use.
The tabl e of each denominati on has a breakdown of how man y stamps of each
issue were grilled and were not grilled . The appendix also includes an update
of Mr. Herzog's tabl e of ea rliest known uses of all the 1867-68 grills, and includes
another tabl e showing a "family grouping" of th e earliest known uses.

The text is not so rich in material from original research, or at least
not obviously so. It consists of two sections; some four pages of text, plu s
a double page spread of photos sho wing the grill types and the differences
between them. This basic primer (with ad vanced elements) on grills makes th e
differ ences qu ite clear, and thi s is the first time I remember havin g seen a
presentation of thi s nature. The lack of such a reference (including the Brook
man disserta tions) has led to much confusion and mis-identification, in th e
writer 's opinion .

F ollowing the "primer" section is a comprehe nsive history of the variou s
grill issues that draw s together wha t has pr eviously appeared in print, plus
a great deal th at ha s not appear ed in print before. Herzog uses thr ee basic
sour ces of information in an interpretive manner. These ar e, obviously, th e
informati on th at has appear ed in print pr eviously in philatelic publications;
inform ation secure d from archival sour ces, Stich as the letter books of the
Assistant Postm asters, and the circulars they issue d to postm asters; and data
secured from recording dat es of use of the various grilled stamps on covers.

The latter sourc e, particul arl y, has aided grea tly in assembling an organ 
ized story of the developmen t of th e grills and th eir passage from the scene.
Inform ati on is pr esen ted to d ispel some of the old myths such as that regarding
the replacement of the 1869 stamps with the bankn otes wi th reference to their
alleged "reca ll." T he story of the grills begin s with the 1867-68 issues and
terminates with the "Contin enta l" grills. On e may not agree with each and
every interpretation given, but differences arc minor; th is article is th e defini
tive work on the grills.

Why th e article did not appear in the Chronicle should now b e obviou s.
The article extends over three sections and is very lon g by Chronicle standards.
It deserved to be publi shed complete in one publicati on , as it was. In the
Chronicle 101 / February 1979 / Vol. !II, No. I 87



Chronicle, it would have had to appear in installments-not at all a desirable
method of publishing a work wh ere constant reference to appendices is required.

Additions and correcti ons to the Her zog ar ticle will appear in these pages,
and follo wing, is a list of "typos" and corrections submi tt ed by the author.

Richard B. Grah am

CORRIGENDA

The following corrections should be made in William K. Herzog's "The
Story of the United Stat es Grilled Postage Stamps ," Forty-Fourth Am erican
Philatelic Congress, 1978 Book , pp. 67-103.

Page 69, Below and to th e right of Fi gure 1. Each "(appox.)" should read
"(approx.)". .

Page 72, Footnote 2, second line. D elete "186".
Page 81, Second paragraph, last line. "has" should read "had".
Page 82, Second line. "regards" should read "reg ard".
Page 82, Fourth paragraph, fir st line. "we re in" should read "was in".
Pa ge 96, Fifth paragraph, fifth line. "check out fur the r reports" should read

"che ck out further th e reports".
Page 99, Sixth entry. "D. G. Phillips # 7, 223" should read "D . G. Phillips

#7, 93".
Page 99, Under the heading "D" Grills. "Apr. 2, (1868)" and "Mar. 23, '68"

entries were unintentionally transposed.
Review: Methuen Handbook of Color, by A. Kornerup and J. H. Wanscher,
3rd edition, 1978. Color plates printed in Denmark; text in England. Published
by Eyre Methuen, London. 252 pa ges, including 30 double page color plates,
printed one side only of color blocks. Compact size, approximately 5" x 7."
Available in the U.S.A. from Leonard H. Hartmann, P.O . Box 21397, Louisville,
Kentucky 40221, at a p rice to b e announced.

This compact book of color samples is probably th e most suitable such
reference availab le for stamp collectors. Each of its 30 plat es of 48 color samples
(six on each page are identical , due to th e method of formulating th e colors)
produces a well selected arrangem ent and interval of separation for the entire
color spectrum. A stamp of an y color can be given a reason ably close Methuen
color designation to transmit to other collectors.

The handbook, in its second ed ition, was described in detail in Chronicle
No. 86 in an article by Bert Christian , "Yeste rday's Color Charts." He strong ly
endorsed th e handbook, with which opinion the reviewer concurs, as not only
quite useful, but reasonably priced, so that the average coll ector could readily
own it.

For a description of the Methuen Handbook's very ingenious system of
color notation, as well as its other features, the reader is referred to Mr. Chris
tian's article. The response to the Christian article was enthusiastic, and it was
very frustrating to have to inform those who inquired about purchasing the
book that it had just gone out of print. In addition, at least two of the Chronicle
section editors were planning articles concerning stamp colors based upon use
of the Methuen Handbook.

This reviewer has made a comparison of th e new 3rd edition with two
examples of the second edition. No major changes wer e mad e for the 3rd
edition, although som e changes in th e text and a fresh introduction were pro
vided. The key question, however , was whether the specific color samples of
the two editions "jibed" so that th ey could be used interchangeably. The writer's
opinion is favorable. This does not mean that eve ry chip in each edition is
identical. They aren 't , but th ey are close. As a matter of fact, in th e two un
differentiated examples of the second edition, there are supposedly identical
chips that have obvious, although slight differences. The new edit ion falls
nicely into the gaps. W e recommend it because we do not believe that any
of these differences would make more than one pa ge, letter or number differ
ence in designation of the color of a stamp from one book to another. While
one is not going to make a positive separation of, say , som e of the extremely
narrow shades of the 3t;i 1851-60 issues, where the spe cialists use fr agments
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of defective stamps for comparison sta nda rds, most basic stamp shades can be
placed closely. In fact , the han db ook is good enough that users should use
standardized lighting sour ces.

Th e useful aspect of this handbook is that collect ors may describ e stamps
in term s of the Methuen designati ons rat her than ha ve to worry as to wh at
term s such as "Ind ian Red ," or "Pigeon Blood" really mean. While the hand
book may not alwa ys positively identify the rare shades, it will certainly help
in recognizing that a qu estionable color is close enough to a rare color to have
it submitt ed to exper ts.

Rich ard B. Graham
AUCTION DESCRIPTIONS - EDITORIAL
Th e "Ca pex" issue of th e Chr onicle included an edi toria l concerning auction

descriptions in which recommend at ions were made for imp roving th em. Th e
thrust of Mr. Alexan de r's comments was th at more desc riptive deta il should
be substituted for the int erpreti ve detail-usually taken from th e pages upon
which the covers have been mounted-and th e read er should be able to do
his own interpretation if th e description is reall y complete. We can only endorse
this viewpoint, although it is suspected that th e chances for adoption are slim.

This editor has offered periodic articles an d editorials containing examples
of bad describing from an int erpretive standpoint. Th e purpose of the editorials
has mainly been to ur ge the readers of such descriptions to tak e them with
the proverbial "grain of salt," and to apply the dat a ava ilable from the large
number of publicati ons existing today on U.S. classic postal history and stamps.
In th is resp ect, one somet imes wonders if th e auction houses away fro m New
York or London have the lit erature and knowled geable describers available
to do a cons istently capa ble job . For example, all of th e following descriptions
quoted and discussed in th is editorial are taken from one series of catalogs,
all issued within th e last tw o yea rs, and all from a house away from New York.

229 1.·2102. same excep t verse " Don' t give u p the Ol d Flag", so ld ier and flag in
fro nt of ten ts, Ca pi ta l Bldg., New to nsvill e , Va. ID S postmark , #6" w. ms, cance lla tion .
In sid e is leit er fro m so ld ie r to hi s sweethea r t. . . . Fin e cover.

Neither th e 1859 or 1861 List of Postoffices has an entry of Newtonsville,
Va . Nor is th ere any such entry in the 1861 U,S. Register. Actually, this is a
misreading of H uttonsoille, as a sing le glance at th e illu stration tells us. H uttons
ville was the point where mail from th e Fed eral troops was handled after
the ea rly battle of Cheat Mounta in, which essentially set th e stage for th e
sepa ra tion of Western Virg inia from Virgini a two years later. This battle,
only a skirmish by lat er standards- took place in September, 1861. Although
it isn't mentioned in the description, the dat e of the describ ed cover is Oct. 10,
easily readable in th e ph oto, and from this and th e typ e of patriotic design
of the cover, the year dat e is ob viously 1861. Covers with 1861 war dat es from
Western Virg inia are quite av id ly sought by postal historian s.

·IH2 3¢ Rose (fir,) . A very finc exa m p le of t hc l inion CH AT T AN OOGA , TENN .
boxed stra igh t linc postm ark . This marking, in blu e , is dated Dec, 25, 1863. T he en
closed let ter is o ne o f the absol u te fin est sold ier 's lct ter s we have ever see n. .. .[et c..
etc.. ere.. some excer p ts fo llow her c: ] Dated Christ mas Day, 1863: . . . [a very lon g
qunta t io n ] . .. .

Illustra ted as lot 482 was a cover bear ing the described markin g, except
that the date of the marking is evide ntly Janu ary 5, (1864) from th e ph oto .
In ad di tion, the cover bears a manu script docketing ( ? ) "Knoxville, Tenn..
Dec. 25th, 1863," So, evide ntly, the describer erroneously used the dat elin e
of th e enclosed letter as th e dat e of the mark ing, and also missed th e rather
important fact that the cover was wri tte n at Knoxville and sent to be placed in
the mai ls at Cha tt anoog a some ten days lat er.

:; 0 1 1.·2010, Verv fine a nd choice cover with vf a nd well cen tered 3c dull red
(26) tied by NE W "aRK po stmark da ted Aug . 2o, 186 1. La te use of this issue as
Aug . 23 was th e last day of legal lise [emphasis ad ded ] . Ex -N einken.. . .

Here, the problem is the sta tement that Aug, 23, 1861, was "the last day of
legal use." Read ers of the Ch ronicle and all who have mad e even a supe rficial
study of the demoneti zati on process will know imm edi at ely the stat ement in
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the descr iption is completely in error. Only at Baltimo re, th e one city wh ere
a demonet ization announcement wa s published on Aug. 17, 1861, could use
of th e old stamps have been rejected as ea rly as Aug ust 23, 1861. At New York,
where a very large supply of the new stamps of all de nomi nations was required
before the announcement and excha nge period cou ld be attempted, a demoneti
zat ion notice was published in September , but the old stamps were actually
accepted as late as December.

Lot 349 in the sam e sale pertained to a cover from th e Sewall correspond
ence with a New York Naval Lyceum handstamp, an d the description included
the following sta tement : "For some reason, th is marking was almost always
struck on th e reverse of the covers, making it d ifficult for display. This envelope
has th e mark on the fron t of the cover , making it mu ch more desirable."

The next lot in th e same sale was also a Naval Lyceu m cover , with th e
handstamp on th e back. However, in a pr eviou s auction of th e same house,
just six months or so before, Lots 325, 326 an d 327 all were Naval Lyceu m
covers , and all, obviously, from the photographs included in the cat alog, bore
their markings on th e front. Of th ese covers, Lot 326 bore an inco mplete strike
and a 3¢ 1857 stamp. It was claimed to be th e "second lat est use known." This
marking was in use from th e lat e 1830s until just before th e Civil War. The
marking was struck on the back at times in the first six or seven years it was
in use, but I have not seen a use af ter 1845 as a backstamp. Several covers
with the Lyceum marki ng an d bearing 3¢ 1851-57 stamps an d at least one
cover with a 5¢ 1847 stamp have been recorded by th is editor.

The writer would like to ack nowledge several letters and phone calls
suggesting th at th is or that lot from this particular auction house's ca talogs
be included in my next editoria l on the subject . Rather th an use th e lots sug
gested , I have chosen to discu ss lots which indicat e care less or even downright
sloppy describing. Certainly, when the description doesn't fit wi th data obtain
able from looking at th e illu stration of th e lot , the reliab ility of all the descrip
tion-not just th e collateral mat erial-is open to question.

In thi s case, it doesn't appea r th at some of the alleged colla te ral mater ial
used in th e descriptions was obtained from th e album pages on which th e
covers were originally mounted. Incorrect wri te-ups on album pages are a
common source of collat eral misinforma tion . Th e auction describer thinks it
sounds right and doesn' t take time to check the data, which is understanda ble
in describing collections of well known collectors and with considerable tim e
pr essure from deadlines.

The editor doesn't expect to change th is approach by thi s or many mor e
editorials. The purpose of these paragraphs is mainly to point out that dat a
of a collat eral nature are put in for one purpose-to enhance the value of the
lot in th e minds of potential buyers. As 1851-61 Editor Alexander said, in
Chronicl e No. 98, thi s is cert ainly a form of puffery . W heth er it should be
eliminated, however, is open to question. To thi s editor, there is no thing wrong
in calling th e attention of potential buyers to features of a cover that might
otherwise escape attention. Th e real factor of imp ortan ce here, however , is
that collateral mat erial in an auction descripti on should be just as carefu lly
describ ed as th e stamp or cover details. If the latter are not correc t, the lot
can usually be returned withou t qu estion to reput able auction houses. If col
lateral dat a are incorrect, and are such to cause a buyer to bid an extra amoun t
to secure a cover, then th e cover should also be returnabl e for that reason.

Th e type of describing that should be elimina ted, and shou ld never be
accepted without checking, is that included in the lots described in thi s editorial.
In addition , descr ibers should recognize that adject ives such as "lovely," "ex
ceptional," "colorf ul and romantic," "appealing ," "gorgeous ," an d the like (all
of these were taken from th e most recent cata log of the house whose describing
is mentioned here ) mean very little wh en applied to nearly every lot. Terse,
factual descriptions, with conservati ve estimates of va lue sho uld be far more
effective in securing buyer confid ence.
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~~ PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

METHUEN
3rd edition 1978

This commercial color standard is in common use in England
and Europe for the paint and printing industry with growing ac
ceptance in philately. As it is prepared as a color standard the
control is excellent and is not to be confused with the common use
of color for effect and appearance.

30 plates each having 48 color chips

1266 different chips, 174 are lost through repetition

48 pages of color names and background

UK printing ink color names

252 pages, cloth bound

$17.50

boxed and post paid to any part of the world

(502) 451-0317

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
THE lO¢ RATE: PART TWO
TRANSPACIFIC CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND

JAPAN VIA THE U.S. MAILS
MICHAEL LAURENCE

INTRODUCTION
In C h ronicle 100 we began wr iting about covers that crossed th e Pacif ic

via th e U.S. mail serv ice dur ing the lifeti me of the 1869 stamps . Th e discussion
primaril y concerned 1O¢ 1869 covers to and from China, but references were
additionally pr ovided to support a more genera l treatment of the U.S. trans
pacific ma ils dur ing the 1869 period.

W e now address th e 1O¢ ]869 covers to and from Jap an. As with Ch ina,
the ra te (either way) was 1O¢ per )~ ounce and carriage (in most cases) was
via th e hu ge woo den sidewheelers of the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company.
As with China, th e U.S. ra n consular post offices in Japan, which sold and
used U.S. stamps . And as with China , the number of surviving covers from
Jap an considera bly exceeds the number of covers to Jap an.

COVERS TO JAPAN
Our record s show eight 1O¢ 1869 covers to Jap an , all addresse d to Yoko

ham a (though at least two of them were subsequently carried to Niigata ). Th e
earlies t 1O¢ 1869 cover to Japan entered the mail s on 1 September 1869 and
the latest dat es from 25 July 1870. This time-frame roughly brackets th e general
per iod of use of th e 1O¢ 1869 stamp in the United States. During th is era ,
the P.M.S.S. transp acific steamers (according to the U.S. Mail dep arture sched
ules, which are incomplete) left San F rancisco for Yokohama and Hong Kong
around th e first of each mon th. A complete listing of P.M.S.S. San F rancisco
departure dates could be extracted from the San Francisco daily Alta Cali 
fornia , which is widely available in microform. Tabl e 1 shows actua l P .M.S.S.
dep artures betw een Ma rch 1869 and October 1870, taken from A lta . For con
venience's sake, th e table also shows P.M.S.S. ar rivals for th e same period,
th is taken from Pacific Cr ossin gs and corrected where necessary. The dat a are
less th an totally sa tisfactory; see notes accompanying the Tabl e. The covers
thems elves are described in Table 2.

\
Figure 1. 10¢ 1869 on cover from New York City (17 March 1870) to Yokohama, transpacific carriage via
"Great Republic ."
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TABLE 1.
TRANSPACIFIC (P.M .S.S.) ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

AT SAN FRANCISCO-MARCH 1869·0CTOBER 1870
AR R IVE SAN FRANCISCO

23 Feb (1869)
27 Mar
24 Apr
20 May
19 June

20 July

19 Aug
18 Sep t
20 Oct
22 Nov
25 Dec
23 J an (1870)
16 Feb
(ou t of port)
19 Mar
13 Apr
I I May
(ou t of port)
14 June
13 July
12 Aug
12 Sept

P.M.S.S. STEAMER
CHINA
GREA T R EPUBLIC
JAPAN
CH INA
GREAT REP UBLIC
OREGONI AN
JAPAN
GO LDEN AGE
CHINA
GREAT REP UBLI C
AMERICA
JAPAN
CHINA
AMERICA
JAPAN
GREAT REPUBLIC
CHINA
AME RICA
JAPAN
AMER ICA
GREAT REP UBLI C
CHINA
J APAN
AMERICA

DE PART SAN FRANCISCO
5 Mar
5 Apr
4 May
4 June
3 July
4 Aug
4 Sept
21 Sep t
4 Oct
(in po r t)
4 Nov
I Dec
I Jan (1870)
I Feb
I Mar
I Apr
30 Apr
(in port)
1 June
I July
I Aug
1 Sep t
1 Oct
1 Nov

N ote : T his information was comp iled from the San Francisco (daily) Alta California, cross
checked where appropriate with Pacific Crossings. The A Ita microfilm is extremely difficult
and tedious to work with. and er rors of omission and commiss ion may have cre p t in . Oregonia n
and Golden Age made single westb ound crossings dur in g th e summe r of 1869 to take their
p lace on the P.M.S.S. bra nch line between Yokohama and Sha nghai, stoppi ng at H iogo and
Naga saki. I t is assumed, but not documented to my know ledge, that both thes e steamers
carried transpacific mail on th eir single westbound crossings.

Fi gure 1 shows a 1O¢ 1869 stamp tied by a New York City time-of-day
da testam p rea ding MAR 17. The cover is addressed to "Mr. S. R. Brown, care
of J. F . Lowder, H .B.M. Consul, Yokohama." The cover is docketed 1870,
and was presumably carried on the P.M.S.S. sidewheeler Great Republic which
departed San Francisco for Yokohama 1 April 1870. According to research done
by our colleague Ryo Ishikawa, missionary-teacher Samuel Robbins Brown
(1810-1880) was one of five foreign ers permitted to live in Niigata (on the Sea
of Japan, across Honshu from Yokohama ) during this era. It is assumed that
the cover was forwarded to him there by the British consul. A cover from the
same correspondence, dated just a few weeks later (12 April 1870- see Table 2)
is ad~~essed to "Rev. S. R. Brown, Niiga ta , Jap an, care J. F . Lowder , Yoko
hama.

Krug sale, lot 746

Apfelbaum, 3·25·71, lot 86
Gi bson sale, lot 457
Siegel 8·22·67, lot 323

12 AP R 70

25 J UL 70
20 SEP ??

? ? ?

TABLE 2. 10¢ 1869 COVERS TO JAPAN VIA U.S. MAILS
DATE ORIGIN/ DESTINATION STAMP (S) RE FERENCE

1 SEPT 69 San Fra ncisco/Yokohama 10¢ 1869 Stan ley Piller
2 DEC 69 New York City/ Yokohama 1O¢ 1869 Siegel 5·12·78, lot 529
20 JAN 70 New York City/Yok ohama 10¢ 1869 I Juhring, lot 787
17 MAR 70 New York City/Yokoh ama 10¢ 1869 Figure I

(Niiga ta)
Auburn, N.Y./Yokohama 1O¢ 1869

(Niiga ta)
Auburn, N.Y./ Yokohama 1O¢ 1869
New Canaan, Ct. /Yokohama (3) 10¢ 1869
Lancaster, N.Y./Yokohama 10¢ 1869

COVERS FROM JAPAN
The last ten years have seen considerable interest in the U.S. consular

post offices in Japan. This has created a staggering escalation in cover prices,
along with some welcome additions to the heretofore scant literature.' It is
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well known that the U.S. ran consu lar postal agenci es at four Jap anese towns:
Ha kod ate , Hiogo, Nagasaki , and Yokohama. My records show 17 lOci 1869
covers from Japan: 12 from Yokohoma, four from Hiogo and one pr esumed to
be from Na gasaki. The earliest lOci 1869 covers from Japan (there are two
from the same date) show San Francisco arri val marks of SEP 20 (1869) and
mu st have crossed th e Pacific on the P.l\I.S.S. stea me r Great Republic, wh ich
left Yokohama 29 Aug us t 1869.2 The latest covers (of which there are also two )
show Yokohama circular da te-stam ps of 1.3 September (1871). So in Japan, as
in China, the l Oci 1869 stamp was used much longer than it was domest ically.

T he earlies t three covers from Japan, showing arrival at San Francisco in
September and Octob er 1869, bear the magenta oval CHINA AND JAPAN
STEAM SE RVICE marking, ab ly discussed by Richard Graham in Chronicles
73 and 75. This marking is known to hav e been used on transpacific covers
whose San Francisco receiving markings date bet ween 20 November 1867
and 23 Nov ember 1869. A cover showing this marking is illustrated as Figure 10,
discussed further below .

An unha ppy fact about many incoming tr anspacific covers bearing U.S.
stamps is that they show no solid evidence of where they cam e from. Given
a cover addressed to the U.S. and be aring a lOti 1869 stamp and a San Francisco
circular dat estamp, th e en thusias tic dealer is und erstandably tempted to say
the cove r was posted in Japan . But unless the cover bear s unarguable evidence
of Jap an ese origins , th e collec tor is well adv ised no t to chase it.

Table 3 is my listing of 101 1.';69 covers from Japan. While it includes
several enigmas, it consists only of covers I am personally convinced originated
in Jap an. T he list ing is surely not complete. Additions, as always , will be warmly
welcomed.

COVERS FROM YOKOHAMA

,- ;/ ' ..

n ; / : ,,-<~~~~_.

Figu,e 2. 10¢ 1869 on hind-made envelope f,om Yokohlma (22 Ju ly 1870) to Wilmington , t,"nsp"cif ic CI"llge
via "Jape"."

Figure 2 shows a cover from Yokohama to Wilmington. The l Oci 1869
is jus t tied by a peta l-type killer ; the Yokohama cds clea rly shows Jul y 22.
The envelope see ms to have been han d-made from a piece of sta tionery. I have
listed thi s cover from 1870, trans paci fic carr iage via P.M.S.S. Japa n, departing
Yokohama 22 July 1870, arri ving San Francisco August 12. An equally per
suasive case could be made that the cover is from ]871. For some reason, covers
from the U.S. offic es in Jap an frequently don't bear th e San Francisco receiv-

1. R yo Ish ikawa , Th e Forerunner Foreign Post Offices in j a/m n, Tokyo, 1976; J ohn D.
and Sheila Ri dd ell , U .S.A . Con sular Post Offices in japan, undated mo nograph. Londo n ; Rob ert
M. Spa ulding, J r .• "The U.S. Post Offi ce at Kobe (H iogo) " Inpanese Philately, Vol. 26, # .5 ,
October 1971.

2. Chronicle 75:133.
Ch ronicle 101 / February 1979 / Vol. 31, No. 1



Chronicle 75,

Figure 7

Chronicle 83:158-60

Ryo Ishikawa

III Juhring 601 (Gibbons)
Figure 8
Figure 2
III Juhring 602

(Gibbons)
Chronicle 83:158-60

Chronicle 99: 122
(see tex t)

Marc H aas

CJSS oval;
135

Figure 3
Figu re 6

CJSS oval ; II Moody 136

1O¢ 69 +
(2) 2¢ 69
1O¢ 1869

1O¢ 1869

IO¢ 1869

1O¢ 1869
2IO¢ 69+
Blackjack
1O¢ 1869

(2) 1O¢ 69
(2) IO¢ 69

1O¢ 1869
(3) 1O¢ 69

1O¢ 69 + 2
#146

1O¢ 69 + 2
#146

1O¢1869

1O¢ + 6¢ 69 Marc H aas
1O¢ 1869 Apfelba um 1l /29/77. 1071

Yokohama/Lyons

Hi ogo/ Nagasaki

Yokohama / New York
City

Yokohama /Lon don
Yokoham a/Eliza beth,

N.].
Yokoh am a/Paris
H iogo /Kcnt, England
Yokohama/Wilmington
Yokoh am a/Liverpool

Yokohama/Lyons

(70)

(70)
(71)

Hi ogo d .c,

Hiogo d ,c.

21 NOV (70)

23 DE C (70)
23 J AN (71)

14 MAR (71)
Hiogo d .c.
22 J UL (71)
22 AuG (71)

I3SEP (71)

13 SEP (71)

Hiogo d.c.

TABLE 3. 10r,t 1869 COVERS FROM JAPAN VIA U.S. MAILS
S.F. O R IG IN/ NOT ES/

JAPA N CDS AR R IVAL DESTI NATION STAM P (S) REFERENCES
20 SEP (69) Nagasaki (?) IS. H adley. (2) 1O¢ 69 CJ SS ova l; Fig ure 10

Ma.
20 SEP (69) Yokoham a /Ridgefield,

Ct .
20 OCT (69) Yokoh am a/Ridgefield,

Ct.
2 MAR (70) Yokoh am a (?) / Brooklyn
20 MAR (70) Hiogo/Su tton, England

IS JUN (70) Yokohama/ Kings ton,
N.Y.

? OCT (70) Hiogo / Queb ec

ing mark that permits definit ive year-da ting. What ever the year date, the cover
in Figure 2 obviously originated in Yokohama.

The Yokohama origins of the cover in Fi gure 3 are less apparent, but no
less persuasive. This is in fact a private ship letter , the only such represented
in Table 3. Th e cover is addressed to Brooklyn, and routed "Per Am Barque
Benefactress". We know from Alta California that th e American barque Bene
factr ess, Captain E. C. Eldred comm anding, made one transpacific crossing to
Yokohama and points beyond , to secure tea for the San Francisco firm of C.
Adolphe Lowe & Co. (The first cover in Table 2, dated 1 September 1869,
is addressed to Captain Eldred, in care of Smith, Archer & Co., Yokohama,
and marked "please forward".) On its return tr ip, the Ben efactress left Yoko
hama on 3 February 1870 and arrived San Francisco March 1. The 1Or,t 1869
stamp was presumably applied at Yokohama but not cancelled until arrival
at San Francisco. Th e San Francisco MAR 2 date is quite consistent with day
after-arr ival markings seen on other incoming transpacific covers during thi s
era.

Figure 3. 10, 1869 on cover from Yokohama to Brooklyn, via Barque "Benefadress," Irriving Sin Francisco 1
March 1870 . This is a prival. sh ip I.".r al Ihe 10, ral • .
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Fi ve of th e 12 Yokoha ma covers in Tabl e 3 (and nine of the 17 covers from
Jap an ) were sent to non-U.S. des tina tions, mostly in Euro pe . This seems unusual ,
but the facts support it . Most correspondence in and out of Japan during thi s
period involved international comm erce. Traders from the world's great mer 
chant nat ions early established outposts in Jap an, and their overriding interes t
was rapid communicatio n. After the U.S. transcontinental railroad was com
pleted , letter corresponde nce between Jap an and Europe was increasingly
routed via th e U.S. Theoretically , this saved 5-10 days on correspondence
between Yokoh ama and London. Tabl e 3 lists two covers from th e same com
mercial correspondence, both posted at Yokohama on 13 September 1871, both
bearing a single 1O¢ 1869 plu s two 2¢ Banknotes (Scott # 146), both sent eas t
ward to Lyons, F rance. These covers are illustrated and discussed in Chronicle
83, pages 158-160. Like th e cover in Fi gure 2. th ese cove rs show the Yoko
hama cds.

COVERS FROM HIOGO
Four of the covers in Tabl e 3 originated in Hiogo, Japan, and show th e

controversial and off-ma ligned Hiogo double-circle marking. Before conside r
ing th e covers, we must discuss the marking itself, since for more than 40 yea rs
it has carried a hea vy burden of suspicion. My personal opinion, based on facts
detailed below, is that all of th e recor ded on-cover strikes of th e Hiogo double
circl e marking are ge nuine, and that the vast majority of th e off-cover str ikes,
as th ey survive on loose single stamps, are similarly worthy .

.~" .t>. •• , -.
. ',/~~ ..'! .\

,:t( )tJ
"0

Figure 4. Enllrged photo of genuine strike of the
Hiogo double·clrcle cancellition.

Figure S. Enlarged photo of the Hlle forgery, as II·
lustrated in "Postal Markings."

Figure 4 is an enlarged photo of a genuine strike of th e Hiogo double
circle marking. In real life, the marking is 19-20 mm. in diameter. The photo
in Figure 4 was taken from th e well-known Hio go consular stampless cover.
The cover itself was found by Stanl ey Ashbrook and own ed by him until his
death. It was written up in Ashbrook's Sp ecial Serv ice and discussed and illus 
trated in Chronicle 73, page 24.

Prior to th e mid-1930s, the Hiogo doubl e-circl e marking was fully accepted
by the coll ector community. Then , in three consecutive issues in 1936 and
1937, the magazine Postal Markings, which then had a circulation of only a
few hundred , featured front-page illustr ations of 50-odd counterfeit cancelling
devices discovered among the effects of a convicted forger name d William Hale,
who died in Atla nta Pri son in the mid 1930s. In th e first installment of th e
series! th e magazine provid ed the followin g explanation:

Thru the Secretary of th e S.P.A.• F.L. Goes. thi s paper is presen ting the group of
" postmarks" and "can cella tions" illu strat ed on th e outside front cover of this number.

When the late Wm. Hale passed away. durin g a sojou rn in th e Federal custody
at Atlanta. the public exe cutor found in his possession a quantity of hand stamps

3. Postal Ma rkings, Dec ember 20. 1936. Vol. 6. #7. page 77.
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and cancella tion blocks. T hese were destro yed by th e execu tor in th e pr esen ce of wit
nesses.

The im p ression s were hu rr iedl y made, using a hand stamp pad and th e photo
graph [on th e Postal Mark ings cover ] is a redu ct io n of th e massed impressions as
made. T her e was no though t of sepa ra ting cancella tions from ot her devices, and all
bu t one were hand cut in boxwood , by a foreign engraver and ma ny were so marked .

The photogr aph was made by Paul Savage, Sta ff Art is t of th e Wor cest er T el. &:
Gazette. The cu ts were all obviously faked to deceive co llec tors.

Despite the hastiness with which the proof impressions of the phoney
markings were made, and despite the poor quality with which they were repro
duced in Postal Markings, even a cursory glance indicates that these were very
dangerous forgeries. Included were a number of deceptive Confederate mark
ings (circular datestamps from Charleston, Co lum bus, Memphis, Mobil e and
New Orl eans), several Canadian mark ings of th e sort that appear on cros s
border correspondence during the classic period , and strikes duplicating mark
ings used by th e U.S. post offices in China during th e 1890s. Th e bl ockbuster
was a Hiogo double-circle, illustrated on the front page of th e Januar y 20, 1937
issue. Th e reproduc tion of th is Hiogo marking, cur iously, was much poorer
than any of th e oth ers. On e can't help thinking, just looking at the marking,
that either a very poor impression was made, or that th e device itself had been
somehow dama ged. As it turns out, both assumptions are correct.

Figure 5 is an 'unretouched reproduction of the Postal Markings illustra
lion , also enlarged. Thi s photo was taken by Ashbrook in th e 1940s, from th e
front page of Postal Markings.

Through the help of the late R. J. Mechin of New York City, I secured
not only this photo, but copies of a correspondence between Ashbrook and
Frank Coes, the man who actually examined the Hale handstamps and made
the Postal Markings proofs. Coes's philat elic reputation, unfortunat ely, is mixed .
In the lat e 1930s he found himself on the losing side of a disagreement with
the Societ y of Phil atelic Americans, of which he was th en Secretary. He was
charged .with financial irregularities and attempted unsuccessfully to split the
society, which was subsequently reform ed under th e presiden cy of Stephen Rich.

But in the mid 1930s, Coes was known as a prominent collector of U.S.
stamps, and as an officer in a nati onal stamp society. He lived in Worcest er ,
Mass ., and wh en offici als in the Worcester area discovered th e Hale hand
stamps, Coes was a natural choice to view them . Here is his description, in a
letter to Ashbrook dated August 16, 1944, of his viewing of th e Hale devices:

The public executo r brought Hal e's bag for ap pra isal. In th e conte n ts were five
spool-thread boxes pa cked solid full of wood cut s-e-ma dc in Belgium-most of th em so
stam ped , the maker 's nam e only being re moved .

As a matter of safe ty. I took ordinar y yellow manila paper (no th ou gh t of pe r 
fect copies or more than a record) and imprinted every one of th e wood blocks (b ox
wood type, h igh blocks) usin g my ordinary ru b ber stam p p ad (violet) and with no
effor t to do more th an record th e factu al engraved words.

The publi c exec ut or th en burn ed-to prevent use- all th e eng ravings. This he too
a ttes ted . I under stand, in his rep ort. Perhaps regrettable, bu t su rely sa fer th an having
them fall into th e hands of faker s.
Soon afterw ards, Coes must have realized that he had committed a grievous

error in not takin g greater pai ns in preparing th e proofs, His letter continues:
"The imprints were so poor that the photographer had to use color screens to
get even poor reprodu ctions. In the case of th e Hiogo . . , th e woo d had
evide ntly been intentionally submitt ed to dam age, Whether it was becau se it
was desired (Hale's desire) to make it less evident, or more unread abl e, or
more like a misapplied postal imprint, we will never know, . . . Too bad I
did not realize I should have used white pap er and black ink , instead of yellow
and violet."

In an int eresting aside, Coes also reveal ed that Hal e had actually sold
some forged Hiogos to a prominent Massachusetts collector. This is a significant
revelation, being th e only evide nce we have that Hale actually used the phoney
handstamp. Coes wrote: "The 'Worcester Phil at elic Society had a meeting about
a year after th e publication [of the Hale hand starnps in Postal Markings] and
H. B. Ath erton of Springfield was present. In th e cours e of conversation, I
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showed Athe rton the Postal M arkillgs page and he said in subs ta nce: 'I have
had several of th ese H iogo th ings, alwa ys on a 1O¢ 1869 and always on a bit
of a cover, never the w hole cover-and st ill have, I th ink , on e or two in my
junk box.' I was not surprised to learn that Hale wa s the sour ce, for Atherton
always had a ca ll from Hale, when passing through, usually to work off second
grade Black jacks."

Ashbrook must have wr itt en Coes for mor e informa tion about th e Hiogo
ma rking, becau se on 25 August 19,14 Coes wro te Ashbroo k a second letter ,
in which he described the Hiogo "wood block" in greate r detail : "The Hiogo
is defini te ly mad e to give the imp ression of a rubb er stamp carelessly used.
The circle is not regular an d the letter s are not eve n. The marks on the circle
lines were made with a graver or a very cleverly used knife. W e looked twi ce
at it after I took th e impression , and I recall th e clerk say ing it did not seem
to be 'like th e others in quality'. But it too had 'Brux'ls' on th e back.

"The H ale bl ock was irregul ar by intent. It was cut th at way. Then it was
defaced some. Why? My guess is either that it was meant to imitate a hand
struck rubber stamp , or to make the thing look like a hand-struck stamp from
an offic e not well fitted for E nglish canceller use. The applica tion of an id eo
graphic ca ncel ha s to be slow and careful. Thi s looks just sloppy ."

This is all the evide nce we have to support the wid espread suspicion that
Hale mad e most if not all of th e Hiogo off-cover sing les. The Ha le handstamp,
as shown in Fi gure 5, wouldn't fool anyone . Nonethe less , many "experts",
myself among them , have over the years impugn ed the int egrity of the Hiogo
sing les .

True, Coes wrote Ashbrook that the Hale handstamp seeme d to ha ve been
deliber at ely mutilat ed, so perh ap s it was in better sha pe when Hale used it.
But Coes was quite spec if ic about the marking's being cut from woo d. On a
carved wood block, eve n the most violent dist ressing couldn't shift the position
of letters. Note th e difference in the spacing b etween the letters J-A-P in th e
au thentic and th e H ale marking, The two are entire ly different. There is no
way th at th e Hale marking could ever be mistaken, by a collec tor with a
modicum of discernment, for the genuine ar ticle.

Abo ut ten yea rs ago , whe n I was living in rural New England and had
nothing better to do , I asse mbled about 40 differen t loose single stamps (mostly
1869s but a few 1861s) bearing th e Hiogo double-circle. These came from my
own collection, from th e then-extensive 1869 collecti ons of Henry Gobie and
the lat e Cy Horwitz, and from the stocks of severa l good New En gland deal ers.
I photo gr aphed and otherwise worked with these stamps for a very long winter ,
mat ching th em ag ainst the genuine strike (Figure 4) on the consular sta mpless
cover , which I th en ow ned. Onl y one strike seeme d suspicious, this on a I d
1869 sta mp. The strike looked nothing at all like the Hale handstamp, but was
differ ent in severa l resp ects from the others, the most notab le difference bein g
that th e 'T' in BIOGO, which is almost parallel to the "I-I" in the genuine
strikes, was very much skewed at an angle, as if it had starte d to topple over
to the right. My conclusion , then and now , is th at thi s one strike migh t be bad.
However , if (as is po ssib le) the genuine Hio go handstamp was actually as
sembled from loose pieces of newspap er type which wer e then held in place
between two con centric metal rin gs, the relati ve position of th e individua l letters
in th e marking could easily have changed as the marki ng was used .

T his far -from-definite conclus ion wasn't terribl v satisfactor y, so I filed
all the informat ion away . In the int ervening years, '1 have examined most of
the 10¢ 1869 stam ps th at have appeared on the market bearing th is stri ke,
an d have seen nothing to cha nge my original opinion, which is that vir tua lly
all of the off-cover str ikes of this mar king are perfectly gen uine . I have yet to
see a stamp bearing H ale's marking, though Coes said that they do exist on
10¢ 1869s. Can any readers help ?

Let's now return to the covers. Figure 6, the earliest IOd 1869 cover from
H iogo, bears a hori zontal pair of the IO¢ 186!-ol stamp , plus a grilled Black jack
a scarce com bination. All three stamps arc tied by the Hiogo doub le-circle.
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Figure 6. Pair 10¢ 1869 wilh a grilled Blackjack on cover from Hiogo (februarv 1870) to England. The rale from
Japan 10 England, via U.S. mails, was 22¢ in 1869, 16¢ in lB70 .

The cover is addressed to England , and backstamp evidence indica tes it left
H iogo sometime in F ebruary 1870. The 22¢ post age presumably was in tende d
to pay 10¢ transp ac ific postage pl us 12¢ U.S . to England. T he ra te from the
U.S. to England was reduced from 12¢ to 6et effe ctive 1 Janu ary 1870 , but it's
reasonab le to assume that thi s information took a few months to reach H iogo.
The cover also bears a handstamped magenta "2" whose significance is not
known to me, th ou gh I recall see ing it on oth er cov ers from Japan to England .

Figure 7 . lOt 1869 on cover from Hiogo to Nagasaki. If genuine, this cover must represent an overpayment.

The cov er in F igure 7 is illust rat ed in D r. Ich ida's dragon book." It appears
to be a cov er from Hiogo to Nagasaki, from th e Pignatel correspondence, a
file of letters from a French merchant firm known to have used the U.S. mail
service in Japan. While I have never inspected this cov er , it looks reasonab le
from its photo, an d its last -reported owner, Dr. Ich id a, is p robably Japan's
most dis tin guished pos ta l his torian. ' '''hile th e lett er ra te bet ween the U.S.
con su lar offices in Jap an was almost certa in ly 3¢ per ~ ou nce," th is folded
letter could be overweight and overpaid.

Ano ther 1O¢ 1869 cover fro m Hio go, this one to Canada, was illu strated
and written up at Chronicle 98:120-126. This cover, when sold at th e Juhring/

4. Dr. Soichi Ichi da , Th e Dragon Stamps of Japan , Tokyo. 1958.
5. Chronicle 82:97-99.
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CAPEX sale (Sotheb y Parke Bern et sale, Toronto, 14 Jun e 1978, lot 795), was
missing a stamp. It bore a 1O¢ 1869 plus two 2¢ 1869, making 14¢ posta ge.
The pro per ra te from Japan to Canada via U.S. mail s wou ld have been 1O¢
transpaci fic plus 6¢ U.S.-Canada. In the write-up in Chron icle 98, I descr ibed
the cover as missing a stamp, and guessed that the missing stamp was ano ther
2¢ 1869. This was no new insight, since Ellio tt Perr y himse lf had reached the
same conclusion whe n he wrote about this cover 30 years ago in Pat Para
graphs.

Then , as if by magic, the missing 2¢ stamp was supposedly found- also
in the Juhring collection. This claim would sound impossibly bizarre, except
that two collectors whose jud gments I trus t say th ey have seen both sta mp
and cover together, and pronounce tha t the marri age would pass both on
earth an d in heaven. Myself, T wiII wai t and see . If true, thi s is very good
new s, since it mean s that a once-great cover has been made whole again .

~
.J

Figure 8. Pair 10l' 1869 on 1871 cover from Hiogo (?) to England . This is the cover that Stephen Rich used , in
the 1940s, to imp ug n the authentic ity of off ·cover st rikes of the Hiogo deuble-elrele marking .

The fourth Hiogo cov er in Tabl e 3 is illustrated as Figure 8. Thi s is a
very enigm atic item. Much of its mys tery could prob abl y be cleared up if
the cover itself would re-surface. It was progressively in th e Knap p and Gibs on
collections , an d most recently sold as lot 562 in the Harmer sale of February
18-20, 1963. This was th e cover th at Stephen Rich sing led out for vituperative
criticism in th e Augus t 1944 issue of the S.P.A. [ournal. Rich's ar ticle was so
fraugh t with prejudice, err or and misunderstanding that I am reluctant even
to cite it here, exce pt that the Rich wri te-u p seems the source of the bad
repu ta tion that has surrounded the Hiogo double-circles to this day.

The cover in Figur e 8 is routed "via San Francisco", addressed to England,
and dat ed (in manuscript) "Hiogo 18 March 71". The proper rate from Hio go
to E ngland during 1871 wou ld have been 16¢.

While Rich never claim ed that the two circular markin gs on this cover
were applied in Hio go (in fact, he said he thought they were applied in San
Francisco ), he used thi s cover as a rh etorical device to "prove" tha t all the
Hiogo double-ci rcles were bad.

Figure 9 is a filt ered blow-up (made by Ashbrook, and provided throu gh
the courtesy of Millar d Mack) of the two markings on the cover in F igure 8.
I gra nt th at these strikes don't look much like the Hio go dou ble-circl e, bu t
having stud ied th is marking for many years, I'm now convinced th at both
cover and markings are perfectly genuine . The two markings, as shown in
Fi gures 8 and 9, in my opinion were struck by the gen uine Hiogo double-circle
handstamp , and represent an example of extremely heavy over -inking, so heavy
that th e ink filled up th e negat ive space between the letters of the handstamp.
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Figure 9. Enlarged filtared pholo, mede by Ashbrook, of the merkings on the Hiogo cover In Figure 8.

Note especially, in Figure 9, the negative letter "A", as it appears partially under
the num eral ''1'' on the right-hand stamp. The alignme nt of thi s "A" with th e
'T' and "P" th at presumably surround it, coincides pr ecisely with th e genuine
Hiogo strike shown in Figure 4. I may be complete ly wrong in thi s opinion,
and would be the first to admit it , if examination of th e cover itself were to
prove me wrong. Does anyone know where th e cover is?

COVER FROM NAGASAKI
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an d practices of th e U.S.

Figure 10. Peir 10¢ 1869, presumably from Nagasaki, showing Sen Francisco arrival of 20 Seplember (1869), rep
resenting carriage via "Great Republic ," wh ich left Yokohama on 29 August 1869 . This is the earliest eastbound
crolSing on which 10¢ 1869 has so far been seen . Nole Ihe CJSS oval al lefl.

The first cover listed in Table 3 is presum ed to have or igina ted in Nagasaki.
This cover is illus trat ed as Fi gure 10. It now rep oses in th e collec tion of Lo u
Grunin , thr ough whose courtesy we illustrate it he re. The cover bears a strike
of the CJSS ova l plus two 10¢ 1869 stamps, no t tied to th e cover but tied to
each oth er with two strik es of a distinct ive bold "X" ca ncella tion that is widely
thought to have been used at the U.S. postal agency in Nagasaki. A tr ac ing
of this ma rking is illustrated as Type VII on page 137 of Chronicle 75. I do
not know a cover that proves this marking was used at Nagasaki, but I assu me
such covers exist , because th e Nagasaki usage is widely accepted among spe 
cialist collectors whose opinions I respect .

CONCLUSION
Muc h remains to he learned ab out the mark ings
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postal agencies in Japan . 'While this stu dy has focussed on 10r,i 1869 cove rs,
some of what we wrote here should apply to all the lOr,i -rate covers that crossed
the Pacific, from the b eg innings of the transpacific service to the uniformity
of U.P.U. In a fu ture Chronicl e, we will discuss U.S. mail covers to and from
Hawaii, and to the other transpacific destinations served by the U.S. trans
pacific mails during th e lifetime of the 1869 stamps. While transatlantic covers
ar e richer both in th eir surviving number and in the breadth of the markings,
services and destinations they show, we feel that the transpacific covers , carried
across th e Pacific in hu lking wooden sid ewheel steam ers whose construction
was subsidized by the U.S. Post Office, are equally fascinating. W e certainly
think th ey will reward further study. W e have surely mad e mistakes, both
major and minor, in the words ab ove, and solicit corrections and amplification.
We ar e espe cially interested in ge tt ing additional insights into the Hiogo double
circle marking.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We speci a lize in covers of the wor ld . We have a compre hensive sto ck of
Confederate covers. In United States, w e sto ck Tran s-Atlantic, Regis te red ,
Specia l De livery and o th er special usag e s. We usually have a few Terri
to ria ls and Weste rns, and w e are st ro ng in Haw aii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (8 13) 262-6226
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
APS

P. o. Box 645 USP CS
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 CSA
52 C
POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S .
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.o. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
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THE 1978 REGISTER
The United S tate s 1869 Pictorial R esearch Asso ciate s proudly announces publica

tion of its third annual book com p ili ng the latest original 1869 phllateiic res earch

articles. The book is hard-bound on hi gh quality coated paper, con tai ns 116 page.~

and is fully illustrated. USPCS Route Agents are in vited to add this important book

to their philatelic library.

CONT ENTS

A New Discovery On The 3c 1869 Sta mp By John Birkinbine, II

1869 Anecdotes By Herman Herst , Jr.

1869 Issues On Cover Addre ssed To Benjamin Sm ith Lyman,
Calcutta, India By Margaret L. Wunsch and Ravi Vora

Classifying The U.S. Spli t Grill Vari eti es By J. Weston Sm ith

The Type I 15c 1869 On Cover: A Census By Elliott H. Coulter
and .lonathan W. Rose

The Overland Ral e To Mexi co By John Hirkinbine, II

The On e Cent Re-Issues Of 1875 and 1880,
Of The Ic 1869 Pictorial By Rob ert L. Markovits

The Three Cent 1869 Gra y Paper By Richard J. Niezabilowski

The 1978 Regi ster, Retail Price - $20.00 Ea ch

PRA Member Price - $ 16.00 Each

Make Check Pa vnble T o " 1869 PR A "

Elliott H. Coulter, P. O. Box 280, Bronxville, NY 10708
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TO W LE, Editor
NORTHERN CENTRAL RAILWAY:
BALTIMORE TO HARRI SBURGH-1838 TO 1899

ITS HISTORY AND POSTAL MARKINGS
CHARLES L. TOWLE

A most inter esting phase of postal history is the study of individual rai l
road compan ies offe ring varied types of postal markings and opportunity for
wide-ran gin g historical research . Such lines as the Baltimore and Ohio, th e
Ill inois Centra l R.n., and th e Union Pacifi c are possibilities for such specia liza 
tion. Like the Baltimore and Ohi o, the ra ilroad we present here was financially
underwri tt en both by th e city of Baltimore and the stal e of Marylan d.

The Baltimore and Susquehann a Rn. Co. was incorporated by the Mar y
land legislature F eb . 13, 1828. Th e origin al goal of th e railroad was to build
to York, Pa ., possibly to bring the rich farming area of York County into touch
with the mark ets of Bal timore. York County was form ed by Act of the Penn
sylvania legislatur e Aug. 9, 174~) , and was the first county creat ed west of the
Susquehanna River. Th e Borough of York was laid out in 1741 by order of
the Penns and th e town plan was ba sed on that of Philadelphia. York was
noteworthy as th e headquarters of the Continental Con gress for nine mon ths
after Sept. 1777, while the Br itish Army occupi ed Philadelph ia .

The boundary between Maryland and Penn sylvani a was in dispute for
man y years and man y Mar ylanders considered York County as home territory.

Construction of the Baltimore and Susqu ehanna commenc ed Aug . 8, 1829,
and was completed to Relay Hous e July 4, 1831, to T imonium Sept. 1832, and
to the Maryland line Aug. 23, 1838. To extend the line into Penn sylvania , the
York and Maryland Line RR. was incorporated by Act of the Pennsylvania
legis lature March 14, 1832. Con struction by the Baltimore and Susquehanna
commenced abou t Jan. 1836 and was completed 22 miles into York on Aug. 23,
1838.

The Baltimore & Susquehann a soon saw that traffic coul d be generated
in large quantities by connecting with the Penn sylvani a Central RR., then
being built west from Columbia to Pittsburgh. To achieve this connection
they secured an agreeme nt to perpetual use of the tracks of the Wrigh tsville,
York and Gettysburgh R.E. Co.. completed Apr. 1, 1840, from the Wrightsville
end of Columbia's Susquehanna River bridge to York, 11.4 miles. By thi s
means trains could be run into Columbia, conn ecting eas tward for Philadelphia
and westward for Harrisburgh and Pitt sbur gh. This line wa s operated until
Ju ne 21, 1870, by the Baltimore road, at which time it reverted back to Penn
sylvania R.R control.

D etermining to extend their line, th e B. & S. incorporated th e York and
Cumberland R R Apr. 21, 1846, in Pennsylvania. This road commenced con 
stru ction Ju ne 1849 and completed 26 miles from York to Bridgeport (Lemoyne)
Feb . 3, 1851-a point across the river from Harrisburgh.

The track of the Baltimore and Susquehanna RR as originally built was
unfit for use, as th e first locomotive brought from England would not negotia te
the curves. The 4'9W' gauge track had to be rebuilt an d 60 lb . edge rail
supported on 8 ston e bl ock s per 15 foot rail length was then used.

F irst locomotives of the road were built in En glan d. The litt le 26,000 lb .
"Herald" was Stevenson's Shop No. 7 and arrived at Baltimore Ju ly 1832 on
the ship H era ld. First run at the end of August, the 0-4-0 locom otiv e had to
be rebuilt by Ross Winans , but then continued in use until 1850. Stevenson
built two more locomoti ves in 18.36 and the Locks and Canals Co . then sup
pli ed eight locomotives over a three year period. One fina l locomotive was
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Map of Northern Cenlral Railway Lines.

impor ted from En gland in 1839-the 4-2-0 type "Atlantic," built by Coleman ,
Sellars.

On Dec. 16, 1854, the Baltimore and Susquehanna, th e York and Maryland
Line R.R. , and the York and Cumberland R.R. merged to form th e Northern
Centra l Railway, incorporat ed in both Mar yland and Pennsylvani a.

Th e line leaves Balt imore following Jones Falls strea m and climbs a
1.3 percent grade to cross a divide into the valley of th e Falls of Gunpowder
River at tvLP. 12. It then follows the Falls of Gunpowder River north from
Phoenix, rising steadil y by a maximum grade of 1.6 perc ent to th e summit
at M iP. 36Jt North of State Line it descends into th e valley of Cadorus Creek
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Drop letter at Harri sburgh , Pa., addressed to Attorney General of Pennsylvania . Blackjack tied by black larget.

Reverse of Harr isburgh drop leIter showing fancy em
boned sea l of Norlhern Central Railway Co. in blue.

by a 1.2 perce nt grade for 6J:l miles, and th en follows the creek to York. The
track th en follows Cad oru s and Conewago Creeks to the Susquehanna River
at York Haven, from wh ich point it parallels the south side of the rive r to
Bridgep ort. The curves in this line are spectacu lar, as anyone knows who has
tried to eat dinner in th e dinin g car of th e "Liberty Limited" while tra velin g
from Balti more to York. In Maryland there are 84 curves in 35~ miles, many
of which are 6 to 8 degrees. Between State Line and York th ere are 49 curves
in 22 mil es with a maximum of 8J:l degre es. North of York cond itions improve
a little with only 35 cur ves in 26 miles and a maximum curvature of 5~ degrees.

The Northe rn Ce ntra l played an import ant part in th e Civil War, forming
the principal route from the W est into Balt imore and Washingto n on th e fre
quent occasion s when th e Balti more and Ohi o was closed b y hostilities after
May 23, 1861. On April 19, 1861, the Baltimore insur rections closed th e North
ern Central to traffic. Secretarv of Wa r Cameron had a stock interest in th e
Company an d saw th at the track was gua rded to the Balt imore City line by
Federal troops, but it was not un til May 13, 1861, that th e line was reopened
into Balt imore. Troops an d supplies used the line throughout the War, espe 
cially during th e Confed erate penetration into Penn sylvani a just to the west
of th e Northern Central. For a period dur ing th e Wa r, th e line was under
control of th e Bureau of U.S. Mili tary Railroads and it actua lly suffe red destruc
tion of 18 trestl es by act ion of Confederate ra iders.

In 1865 a secon d main track was completed from Baltimore to York. In
1866 Ashcroft lists Nor thern Cen tral as possessing 75 locomotives, 36 first class
passenger car s and seven second class passenger cars, 14 baggage cars and
3,900 freight cars, while Fli nt in his 1868 report shows 95 locomotives, 60
passenger cars and 37 baggage cars. Flint also says that the Northern Central
was enjoying heavy passenger traffic between Baltimore and Harr isbur gh,
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1855- North South
8.15 A.M. 5.15 P.M .

12.10 P.M. 1.00 P.M .
Bal timore
H arrisburgh

Balt imore
York
Col um bia

taxing capacity of rolling stock to the full est exte nt. He also lauds the admin
istra tion of President Jam es Cameron and Genera l Supt. J. N. du Barry, sta ting
that the railroad was moving large qu antities of coal from mines eas t of Sun 
bur y, Pa., into Baltim ore.

The first Susquehanna depo t in Baltimore was locat ed at North and Sara
toga Streets. T racks ran in Nor th St. and an outer sta tion was locat ed at North
and Eager Street s. In 1884 a new line was completed from th e locati on of Union
Station to Ca lvert Statio n, relocat ed at Franklin, Cal vert and North Streets.
The first Union Stati on was completed April 1, 1886. The Northern Central
shops were locat ed north of Moun t Royal reser voir along Jon es Falls .

Although origin ally under influence of Baltimore & Ohio RR interests,
the Northern Central, with its own lines to the North and grea tly depending
upon the main line of the Pennsylvania for heavy connect ing traffic, gradually
fell under Pennsylvania RR stock ownership and becam e a bitter rival of
the Balt imore and Ohio. On Jan. 1, 1911, th e Northe rn Central was leas ed to
the Pennsylvani a RR, ending its operations as an indep end ent company.

A look at the Postal H istory development of th e Northern Central will
furnish a background for railway marking collectors. E arl y postal information
is, as usual, ver y diffi cult to obtain from governme nt records, except for early
contract listings. Onl y th ose listin gs showing a notable change have been
included:

1843: Bal timore, Md. iColumbia , Pa .- Rou te 1907. 71 miles. 6 ro und tr ips , 6.246.
1848: Same , 7 rou nd trips .
1852: Balt imore. Md. -York. Pa .- Route 9856, 57 miles, 14 round tri ps, $11,400.

York -Colu mbia , Pa.-Rou tc 9856, 14 mil es, 7 ro u nd trips, $700 .
1853: Bal tim ore. Md. ·York. I' a.-Routc 9856. 59 mi les, 14 ro und tr ips, $12,450.

York-Col umbia , I'a .-Ro ute 9856, 13 mil es, 7 ro u nd trips.
York -Harrisburgh , Pa .-Route 9316, 27 miles, 14 round tri ps . $5,400.

1854: Same as 1853 b ut show s two agen ts Bal t imore-Yor k-Co lum hia and one age nt York to
H arr isbu rgh.

1857·58: Balt imor e. Md .-Harrisburgh . Pa .- Rou te 3904 . 86 mil es, 14 round tr ips. 17.850.
Branch to Columbia . I' a .- Routc 3904, 13 miles, 7 round trips. I ro ut e ag ents.

1859: Baltimore. Md .- W illi amspor t . Pa.-Ro u te 3904. IRI miles. 14 ro und trips. S32,100.
Bran ch to Columb ia. Pa.-Rou tc 3904. 13 m iles, 7 ro und trips. 6 route age nts .

1860: Baltimore , Md .s-Sudbu ry , Pa .v-Route 3204. 141 mil es. 14 rou nd trips. $25.450,
4 route agen ts.

1883: Same th rough 1883 except for minor distance a nd trip cha nges.

Rout e agents were assigned to run as follo ws. (Before 1861 route agent's
names cannot usually be connected with specific runs). From Baltimore, Md.,
to Harrisburgh , Pa ., 1861, 1863: George McClure, John E pley , William Simm s,
N. H. Pollack; 1865 to 1881: John Sears, Joseph R. Brenizer ; 1865: H. P. Bees,
1867: Clay Roberts, Joseph Webster ; 1869: W. H. Askew; 1871: S. F . Shipl ey;
1873, 1875: F. C. Carmhausen, 1877-1881: George L. Sollers. Names of route
age nts are useful in checking circular type kill ers con taining name of the agent.
"Brenizer" has been seen in one killer on thi s route . In spite of cont racts and
routes showi ng Balt imore-Sunbur y, etc ., agent ru ns operated only from Balti
more to Ha rri sburgh and return, with oth er agents assigned to Harrisburgh
and points north.

Mail trains operated as locals over the route for man y years leaving Balti
more in the morning and returni ng from Columbia or H arr isb urgh in th e after
noon. Typical schedules follow:

1851- No rth Sou th
9.00 A.M. 5.55 P.M.

12.45 P.M. 2.30 P.M.
2.00 P.M. 1.30 P.M.

At Columbia B. & S. trains connected with Pennsylvania Cen tral tra ins eas terly
La and from Philadelph ia and westerly to and from I-Iar risburgh and Pitts
burgh. \Vith opening of the Harr isburgh line of the I3. & S., the competitive
Philad elphia rout e was dropped. Night trains each way carr ied principally
through mails.

McKee and Lewis list the following mail services as hav ing op era ted over
the Southern Division of Northern Central R R , but the list is ta ken from
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AGENT MARKINGS
195-A- I: B. &: S. R .R .• manuscrip t. 11l5 \.
195-B-I : Ba lto . 1(: Sus q h . R .R ., :\4 , blu e 1847-57, dark brown , 1850.
195-C-I : Ba it . &: Su squeh anna R .H. ., 31~'2' blue, bla ck , IW>I -!i7.
195-D -I : North . Ce n tral H. .H.., 26 , black, 1857-61, partial.
195-E-I : No .Ccnt. R.R., 25, b lack, Banknote.
I95-F-I: Northern Central Rl 'wy ., 25, b lack, Six ties.
195-F-2 : Northern Cen tra l R .R ., 26Y2, bl ue I llli5, bl ack 1866.
195-G -I : B. To H .Di v. o f N.C .R .R ., 26, hlack , Banknot c. (Ba lt imore to Harr ishu rgh Div. j .
195-H -I : Harris. &: Balta . Agt. , 25, bla ck, 1879.

RAILWAY POST OFFICE MARKINGS
193-B-I : Elmira &: BaIt. R .P .O ., 27Y2' black , WYD 1886, 1'.1'1.
193-B-2: Elmira &: Ba it. R .P .O ., 27Y2 , black, '1' .1'1 ., 1893, 1899, 1902, 1904.
193-C-I : Wash .Ba lt. &: Can . H..P .O ., 24Y2' bla ck, Banknote. (Was h ing ton , Ba lt imor e a nd Can-

andaigua) .
193-D -I: Wms'pt. &: BaIt. H. .P.O.• 25Y2, blue Banknote, hlack 1882.
193-D-2: Wmspt. &: Bai t. H. .P .O. , 25Y2' black, I1l85.
193-D-3: Wms'pt. &: BaIt. H. .P .O ., 26, b lack, 1880.
193-D-4: Wmspt. &: Bait. R .P .O ., 261;2' black, 1883.
193-D-5: Wmspt. &: Bait. R .P .0., 27Y2' black, 1889.
195-1-1: H arrisburg &: Balto . R .P .O ., 28Y2 ' black. 1898, T .N.

Post Office Dept. reco rds which are not always noted for acc uracy and agree
men t with field operations .

Baltimor e , Md .- Columbia , Pa .
Bal t im or e , Md .-York, Pa .
Bal timore , Md. - Col umbia , Pa .
Baltimor e , I'.Id.-Harrisb u rgh , Pa .
Bal timore , Md. -Williamsport , Pa .
Ba ltimore, Md .-Sunbury, Pa .

AGENCIES
Balt im or e, ~rd .-Williamsport , Pa , 1877-1878
H a rri sburgh , I'a .-Baltimore, Md . 1878·1 882
In addit ion th e follo wing must be added:
York-Harrisbu rgh , Pa . 1854-1856
York - Columbia , I'a . 1857- 1859

ROUTE
1843-1852
1852-1853
1853-1857
1857-1859
1859-11l60
1860-1877

RAILWAY
Ba ltimore, Md .-Canandaigua, N .Y. 1872-1878
(T h is line effective March 6, 1872)
Williamsport, Pa .-Baltimore, Md . 1878-1879
Baltimore , Md.-Williamsp ort , Pa. 1879-1880

POST OFFICES
Willi am sport , I'a .- Ba ltimorc , Md .
Elmira , JII .Y.-Baltimore, Md .
H arrisburgh , !'a .-Baltimorc , Md .

1880-1890
1890-1908
1882-1893

Whitehall , N. C. Railw ay . Blue double circle (195-5-7a) tying 3t Banknote to cover to Cross Roads P.O ., Pa., 1874 .
Two strikes on fron t and two on back.

Again it should be noted that mail crews cha nged at Harrisburgh until
introduction of Railway Post Office runs in 1872. Ev en then route agents con 
tinued to work da y local trains south of Harrisburgh until at least 1882.

Plate I shows various route agent markin gs located to date for the 1847
1899 period, as well as many R.P.O. markings of the period. Many others
probably exist and have not been located or cataloged . Numbers shown are
U.S. Transit Markin gs Catalog listings.
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PLATE I
NORTHERN CENTRAL RY.
Ag ent and Clerk Markings

193-8 - 2

195-C-1

195-F- 1

193-0-5

193-0-1

195- E-1

195-H-1

195-A- 1

193-0-4

193-C-1

195-0-1

195- G-1

Plate II shows Station Markings located to dat e as used on th e Nor thern
Cent ral Ry. It is most prob able th at others exist as the Northern Central appears
to follow the pattern foun d on the Balt imore & Ohio. On this line wayside
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PLATE II
NORTHERN CENTRAL RY.

Station Markings

PLATE II-STATION MARKINGS
195-5-1: Gl en coe, N.C .R.W., D. Oval 29-20th x 23-14 m m., blue , WYD 1882.
195-5-2: H anover J u net ., N.C . Railway, D . Cir cle 23 \12-14 111 m ., b lack WYD 1868; bl ue WYD 1870.
195-5-3: Monkton , N .C.R .W ., D . Ova l 29-21 x 23-13th mrn ., partial, b lue , WY )) 1875.
195-5-3a: Monkto n , N.C. Rail way, 26, blue, WYD 1869.
195-5-5: New Freedo m , N.C . R ail way, D. Circle 23!/2-14 mrn ., blue, WY D 1875, 1878.
195-5-7: W hitehall N.C.R .W ., D . Oval 30th -2l x 22th -13th mm ., blu e , \ \' VD 1882.
195-5-7a : W hi teha ll N.C. R ail way, D. Circlc 25Y2-16Y2 mrn., b lue , WY)) 1874.
195-5-7b : Whiteh all N.C .R .W ., D. Oval 29-2 1 ~~ x 23II:!-15Ih mm ., blue , 1875.
195-5-9: W ood ber ry N.C. R .W ., D. Ova l 3 1Y2-22 Y2 x 24-15 mm ., blue, WV)) 1875.
195-5-10 : Bentley N .C.R .W., D . Oval 28th -19th x 23-14Y2 mm ., h lu e, 1879, partial.
195-5-11: Phoen ix N .C.R .W ., D . Circle 24 Y2-14th mm.; blu e, 1872.

stations apparently functioned as the local post office , or th e ticket agent had,
or assumed, the right to handl e an d postm ark letters. On e Ma ryland authority
sta tes that the ra ilway compa ny favored ticket agents also bein g postmaster
to increase their ra th er limited wages.

So th at collector s may ident ify future sta tion markings from Northern
Central a list of all sta tions is given, together with whe ther or not post offices
wer e listed for suc h sta tions in the period of such usage. If the station stop
was in a locality wi tho ut a post office it is most likely th at sta tion markings
do not exist; at least . thi s is the pattern that appea rs to be the case on railway
lines of this type. If th er e was a post office it is most likely that a sta tion
marking will eventually appear for that parti cul ar town . For Maryland sta
tion s the U.S. Regist er was checked for the years 1859-1889, inclusive, and
nam es of postm ast ers are listed in case specialists desire to check local town
histories for possible em ployment of postmaster by the ra ilroad.
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Baltimore to Harrisburg Division of Northern Cent ral R.R. 26mm . black circle (195·G .1) on hot el corner card
from Goldsboro (E" ers P.O .) to Stewartstown, Pa. Prob abl e route ag ent killer t ies 3; 8onknote.

1892, 93

1883-93
1893

1893
1855-70
1893

1851

1848
1851

1848
1855-74

1848

(34)

(1OY2)

(18)

Ben tley (31)

Me Wa sh in gton (6)

Listing of Stations in Maryland on Northern Central Ry. main line
(All in Baltimore County; distance in miles from Baltimore sh own in brackets)

Name of Station Year in Timetable 18.59-1889 Post Office Data with Postmasters
Ash land (16) First reported 1873 George Frorschor; 1875 J . M.

Fre eburn; 1877-1889 J . T . Riley.
No post office. Changed to Ash land.
1865 John Stiffler; 1866 C. W. Bentley (to 12-31-66
only) .
Bentley's Spr ings. 1867·75 C. W . Bentl ey; 1875·79
Joel H ou ston; 1883 R . F. Ross; 1887-89 C. W . Bent
ley.
No post office 1859 -1889 .
No post office 1859-1889 .
No post office 1859·1889.
1859 -63 G. T . Cockey; 1865-69 Joshua F. Cockey;
1871 Conrad Keischmer; 1873-87 John Franken
fie ld; 1889 J . F. Cockey.
No po st office 1859-1 889.
1859-1889 James L. Gemmill.
1873-79 J oseph Mowell ; 1883-89 G. R. Mowell.
No po st office 11l59 -1889.
Lak e Rowland . 1871 James McNeal; 1873-83 John
Shomber ger; 1887 W. G. Wheeler; 1889 W . C.
Rigor.
No post office 1859·1 889 .
1859·65 William H eilig; 1865·67 Elizabeth Bu rn
side; 1867-71 John F. Cockey; 1873-75 Frances Cork -
ran; 1877 D. A. C. Webster; 1879-89 C. W. Leiser 
wring.
1887·89 onl y, J. S. Cummings.
Monkton Mills . 1859-83 Sam ue l Miller; 1883
changed to M onkton. 1885-89 S. Boseley.
1859-61 Joseph Gambri1; 1863-65 William Torbert;
1867 not listed; 1869 -75 William H . Harrison;
1877-79 W. C. Kna ub; 1883 C. C. Raith ; 1885-87 C.
Wisdey Jr.; 1889 J. R. Smi th .
No po st office IH59 -1889, changed to Texas.
1859 James Turner ; 1861 Peter Hunter; 1863 O . T.
Kelly, C. J . Kirschner; 1865-67 H. M. Hoffaker;
1867-71 John Myers; 1873 Mr s. Ca th arine Sechrist;
1875·83 W . H . Stiffler ; 1885-89 J. W . Ayers.
1861-63 Alexander Ga w; 1865 M. P . Slothower;
1867-69 Thomas Love; 1871-85 John Durkees; 1887·
89 H . C. Smith.
No post office. Changed to Phoenix.
No post office 1859-1 889. Ch anged to Hollins.

Phoenix

New T exas (13)
Parkton (29)

Cylburn (5)
Freeland (Freelands)
Glenc oe (20)
Hollins (7)
Lak e (8)

Love 's (20)
Lu therville

Bluemount (25)
Bolton (I)
Br igh tside (7Y2)
Cockeysvill e (15)

Phoenix Factory (18)
Relay (7)

Melvale (4)
Monkton (23)

Ashland Furnace (16)
Bee T ree (32)
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1893
1851
1851

1851-93

1893
1892, 93
1867, 93
1855-93

1851

Wood berry (3Y2)

No post offi ce. Cha nged to Relay.
R ider. 1873-75 L. Job R ider ; 1877-81 C. H. Seick ;
1883-89 D. M. Bryson.
No po st offic e 1859-1889.
No post office 1859-1889.
No post office 1859-1889.
None until 1883-87. E. Fi tzgera ld ; 1889 Eli zab et h
Quinn.
No ne unti l 1879 T. D. Cockey: 1881-83 Miss L. A.
Can; 1885-89 Em ma Causey .
No pos t offic e 1859-1889.
No post off ice. Cha nged to Mt. Washington .
Jlfestenllall Mills. 1859 J. A. Woo len , Alex ande r
Ga w; 1861 A. Gaw; 1863 Dropped.
1859-61 An n W ise; 1863-65 T hom as Ense r; 1867
L. 1\1. Birm ingham ; 1869 Edward H offn er j r ., D.
Cramm ; 1871-81 E . K. Wrigh t; 1883-89 S. W . Black .
1V00dbur)'. 1859-63 H ora tio Gambril ; 1865 Charles
Leet : 1867 no t lis ted ; W oodb erry. 1869 Charles
Lcet: 1871-75 J ames Hooper ; 1877-87 Mrs. Jane
Bra yshaw; 1889 not listed .

Woodbury Furnace (3Y2) 1848 No post office. Changed to W oodberry.

Most pr obab le additiona l station marki ngs which may exist : Ashland ; Bentley;
Cockeysv ille ; F reeland ; Lut herv ille; Mt. Washington; Parkton (reported) ; Rider.
It must be rem embered that all these towns were sma ll. With th e exception of
Woodb erry, which became part of Baltimore, the largest was Lu thersville with
663 population in 1890.

W h iteha ll (27)

Walker (30)
W ash ington Fa ctory (6)
Westerma n 's (18)

T imoni um (I I Y2)

Rel ay House (7)
Rider 's Lan e (10)

Ruxton (8Y2 )
She rw ood (9)
Sparks (19)
T exas (13Y2)

New Freedom, N.C. Railway . Blue Double circle (195.$.$) on UB2 envelope to Grilmerville, Pa., lB75. Black target
killer.

Listing of stations in Pennsylvania on Northern Central Ry. main line

(York Cou n ty; di stance in miles from Bal timore sh own in brac kets)

Name of Sta ti on
Br ilhart (52)
Conewago (67)
Emigsville (62)
Forks Codorus (53)
Gla tfelter (49)

Glatfelters (49)
Gla tfelters T a nk (47)
Glen Rock (42)
Go ldsboro (72)
Golds bo ro ugh (72)
Gra n tley (56)
H a nover Junction (46)
H eathco te's Factory (41)

Year in T im etable Post Off ice Dates
Br illhart, June 12, 1876 to end of period .

1870. 74 May 29, 1854-July 9. 1856 o nly .
March 19. 1850 to end of period .

1851 No post office.
Fcb . 8. 186I-Feb. 17. 1862; J u ne 10. 1884 to end of
p eriod .

1855. 70 Cha nged to Gla tfe l ter.
1851 Cha nged to Gla tfelt ers.

Dec. 4, 1843·Dec. I , 1895.
Ell ers P.O., 1851 to end of period .

1855. 67 Changed to Goldsboro .
1893 No po st offi ce.

May 16. 1854 to en d of period.
1851 No post office.
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Mount Wolf (65) July 8, 1852-Apr il 19, 1853; July 29, 1861 to end
of period . Call ed Mt: Campbell P .O ., 4/ 19/53 ·
7/ 29/ 61.

New Fr eed om (37) J an 31, 1851 to end of pe riod .
Red Bank (79) 1870, 74 No pos t office.
Seitzland (41) 1851, 93 March 2, 1880 to end of period .
Shrewsbury (39) J an . 1818 to end of period.
Sm yser (47) SW ell Va lleys P .O. OCl. 30, 1841 to end of period.
Sm ysers (46) 1848, 51 Cha nged to Smyser.
Sum mit (38) 1848, 55 1'0:0 post of fice.
Tunnel (50) 1851 No post office .
York (57) Fro m 1775 to end of per iod .
York Haven (69) Nov . 19, 1885 to end of period .

Additiona l station markin gs would most likely be found from Brilhart; Emigs
ville ; Glatfelter ; Glen Rock ; Gold sboro; Mount Wolf; Seitzland; Shrewsburv;
Smyser and York Haven. Again with the exception of York, th e towns are very
small with th e largest Glen Rock only having 687 populat ion in 1890.
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"Stam ps are most valued where

best they are known ." - Anonymous

When selling your collection, call An-

drew Levitt. His appreciation for fine

stamps, cultivated by a lifetime in

philately, will bring you full value for

your collection.

Andrew Levitt, Inc.
America's leading buyer of select 19th century U.S. material.

(203) 743·2016

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J . STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD , Assoc. Editor
General Post Office
15th December 1855

SOME DUBLIN HANDSTAMPS AND THE MAILS FROM AMERICA
1856-1859

WALTER HUBBARD

Since Alan Robertson illustra ted them in 19551 the purpose of the marks
AMERICA PAID (date) DUBLIN and AMERICAN MAIL (da te) occasionally
found on covers from the United States to Ireland from 1856-1859 has , I think,
remained obscure.

Mr . Robertson lists the AMERICA PAID DUBLIN handstamp in three
sizes-31 and 28mm (with letters 3~mm) and 26mm (with letters 2~mm) , in
black and green in 1856, later in blu e and blue-black. The AMERICAN MAIL
mark is noted in black only.

Figure I. AMERICA PAID MY 13 1856-28mm In bla ck. (On piece.)

With one exception, and that was from Toro nto ," non e of the few covers
I had seen from America to Ireland bearing one of these handstamps showed
a Liverpool mark. I therefor e started searching for some evidence of a Closed
Mail arrange ment between the U.S. Post Office Dept. and Dublin in these years .
That theory came to noth ing but in the cour se of my search I did discover
the followin g correspondence" between the General Post Office in London and
C. B. Banning of the Liverpo ol Office:

Sir.
I am to acquain t you , that you r report of the 27th October last ha s been re

ferred to Mr. Cornwall, for hi s ob servation s on your sugges t ion th at th e Correspon 
dence for Ireland from Am erica , brought to Li verpool , sho u ld be stam ped and cha rge d
at th e Dublin Post O ffice, on th ose occasio ns when tim e do cs not ad m it of th is duty
being performed a t your Office be tween th e arriva l of th e American Packet a t Liver 
pool and the departure of th e first mail for Dublin, a nd that as Mr. Corn wall sta tes
th a t there will be no d ifficu lt y in the matter as regards the Dublin Offi ce, the Post
m aster Gen era l has been pl eased to authorize th e ado ption of th e a rrangem ent.

Before ca rrying out th e measu re. however , I am to req ues t that you will furnish
me. for th e information of the Post Offi ce in Dublin , with a com plete list of th e

l. Alan Ro bertson , Marit im e Postal History of the Brit ish Isles, pp. E 72/ A and E 72/C.
2. R ober tson. op. cit .
3. Post Office Records, Lo ndon: Post 48 134 1855, vol. 7- U.S. section .
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rates of postage wh ich ar e ch argeable on th e correspondence in quest ion , not only
upon ordinary Letters , but also upon missent and re -directed Letter s.

I am,
Sir ,
You r obedien t Servant

(signa tu re not clear)
P.S.
I further request you will send me a Mem orandum of any m ore
thi nk may be of ben efi t to th e Dublin Offi ce.
C. B. Banning Esq re
Li verpool.

Sir ,

particul ar s which you

Genera l Post Office
31st January 1856

Referring to my letter of th e 15th ultimo, re la tive LO the p roposal made in your
rep ort of th e 27th Octob er last , that the Irish Co rrespondence from America may be
dealt wit h in Dublin wh en ever the Mail Packet m ay arrive a t Li verpool too lat e to
en able th e Correspo nde nce to be stamped and cha rge d a t your Office in ti me for the
Ma il for Dublin of th e same day, I have to in form you th at th is arrangement may now
be comme nced.

I request th at you will commu nica te by electric telegraph to th e "Secretary of
th e Gen er al Po st Office , Dublin", on each occasion of yo ur findi ng it necessary to
tor ward the corr esponden ce in qu esti on unstarnped and unch arged.

Mr. Corn wall has been req ues ted to forward to Liverpool on each occasion, a
sta teme nt of th e British Postage charged at Dublin on u n paid Letters, News papers
and Prices Cu rren t to be inco rp orated by you in the R eturn which you mak e to this
Department on th e arriva l of each Packet fro m Ameri ca .

T he Statem ent of surchar ges made at th e Dublin Office is al so to be sent to
Li verpool.

am ,
Sir
Your obedient Servan t,

(signa tu re not clear)
C. B. Banning Esqre
Liverpool.

Figure 2. AMERICA PAID JU 27 1859 DUBLlN-26 mm in greenish black. (By courtesy of Mr. F. E. Dixon.)

The phrase "stamped and charged" must mean th e work normally don e
by Live rpool as an Exchange Office, i.e., applying the arrival handstamp on
prep aid and unpaid lett ers, adding the collect cha rge (if any) and keeping
the accoun tancy records, etc. From early F ebruary 1856, therefore, the Liver
pool Office was authorized to arra nge for thi s work to be done by the Dublin
Post Office whenever mail from America for Ir eland arrived too late for it to
be done in Liverpool without missing the next Iri sh mail.

Correctly pr epaid 24 cents, the piece illustrated in Figure 1 went th rou gh
the New York Exchan ge Office where the credit to Britain of 19 cents (in red )
was applied. It arrived at Dublin on 13 May 1856 and was presumably carried
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by Africa, of th e Cunard Line, which sailed from New York 30 April and arrived
at Liverpool 12 May (1300hrs).

The cover illustrated in Figure 2 was prepaid in cash and went through
the New York Exchange Office on 14 Jun e (pale red ) to reach Dublin on 27
June 1859. There is no Liverpool mark. America, of the Cunard Line, sailed
from Boston on 15 June and arri ved at Liverpool 26 June (1800hrs) .

Figure 3 . AMERICAN MAIL AP 4 1859- ln black. (By courtesy 01 Mr. F. E. Dixon .)

The unpa id cover in F igure 3 went through th e New York Exchange Office
on 22 March, Britain being correctly debited with 5 cen ts (black). Endorsed
'per Arabia', it arrived in Dublin on 4 April 1859. There is no Liverpool mark.
Arab ia, of th e Cunard Line, sailed from Boston 23 March and arrived at Liver
pool 3 April (2100hrs). The one shilling collect mark is in black.

It is submitted that th e three letters illustrated were "stamped and charged"
by the Dublin Post Offi ce exercising those functions of an Exchan ge Offic e
required to implement the arrangemen t made between London, Liverpool and
themselves to expedite th e delivery of the mails from America to Irel and, and
that this practice presumabl y lapsed into disuse wh en th e mail pack ets from
New York and Boston started landing their mails at Queenstown in Novembe r
1859.

My grateful th anks to Mr. F. E. Dixon, of Dublin, for his helpful comm ents
011 these handstamps and for his courtesy in allowing me to reproduce two
of his covers.
WHY CERTAIN OVERPAYMENTS OF POSTAGE OCCURRED
GEO RGE E. HARG EST

There are many covers addressed to foreign countries bearing a three cent
stamp, and sent as an unpaid letter, or oth erwise with full postage according
to th e Table of Postages to Foreign Countries as published in th e U. S. Mail with
a three cent stamp adde d. The three cent stamps were not recognized as partial
payments on unpaid letters, and on prepaid letters the th ree cents additional were
ignored . These covers , however , often confus e collectors, and the question has
always been , ''Why was the letter overpaid?" While letters were sometimes over
paid in varying amounts, interest centers here on those tha t were overpaid three
cents for a single rate, or six cents for a double rate letter.

Figure 1 illustrates a cover, which weighed over half an ounce, and wa s
pos ted in Pierpont Place, Texas, on 24 August (1855). It is addressed to "His /
Royal Highness Prince/ Frederic of Prussia/Berlin/ Kingdom of Prussia." Prince
Frederick was the only son of Emperor Wil liam I of Germany, and Crown Prince.
He was born on 18 October 1831, and on 25 January 1858 married Victoria,
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Princess Royal of Great Britain, Queen Victoria's eldest child, born on 21 No
vember 1840.1 On 27 January 1859, Prince William, future Kaiser William II,
was born to Victoria and Frederick." It was not an easy birth, and the little
Prince's left arm was dislocated," William grew up with a withered left arm,
which may account for some of his impatience and lack of tact. Old Emperor
William I lived on, and Frederick did not come to the throne as Emperor Fred
erick III until 9 March 1888,4 suffering from canc er of the thro at. He was
Emperor for 99 days, dying on 15 June 1888!' Prince William, who had marri ed
Augusta of Schleswig-Holstein in 1885, immediately came to the throne, assum
ing the title of Kaiser. Queen Victoria was glad that her beloved "Vicky" had
become an Empress, if only for a short time.

Figure l. Leller posted in Pierpont PIIce, TexII, Iddressed to the Crown Prince of Prullle, who liter
become Emperor of Germlny, Frederick III. The postmaster thought it necessary to preply the rate to
New York, therefore, this double ..te letter WII preplid 66t for trlnsit by the Prussian closed meil.

Some may wonder what a German who would address a letter to the Crown
Prince of Prussia was doing in Texas. In 1848 Major Hobbie, First Assistant Post
master General, stated that there was a large and increasing settlement of Ger
mans in Texas near Austin." Pierpoint Place, which no longer exists, was in
De Witt county in 1855. William Pierpont was postmaster and his compensation
for that year was $45.66,7 indicating that the office was of fair size. The letter
is endorsed, "Via New York per/Steamer England/via Prus sian closed mail."
Pierpont evidently thought that it was necessary to pay the letter rate to New
York and then add the Prussian closed mail rate of 30t;i per half ounce. The letter
itself is a white 3t;i stamped envelope (Scott's # U3), and 63t;i in addition was
paid. The New York marking in red shows a double rate credit of 14t;i, and
that it was sent by American packet on 8 August. On that date in 1855 Atlantic
of the Collins Line sailed from New York to Liverpool.

Figure 2 illustrates a cover sent unpaid in the Prus sian closed mail. It also
is a double rate cover, posted in Savannah, Georgia, on 3 February (1855). It is
addressed to Austrian Silisia, which was a part of the German-Austrian Postal
Union. The letter itself is a white 3t;i stamped envelope (Scott's # U9). In ad-

I. Elizabeth Longford , Queen Victoria, (Pyramid ed ition) • p. 153.
2. I bid., p. 273.
3. Ibid., p. 273.
4. I bid., p. 505.
5. Ibid., p. 505.
6. House Ex ecutive Document, 30th Congress . First session . No. 35. Ser ial 516. p. II.
7. Post Office Di rectory for 1856. giving pos t offi ces and postm asters as of 1855. Colton & Co. :

New York. p. 172.
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dition to th e postage paid by th e stamped envelope, it bears a 3cj adhes ive
(Scott's # 11), prepaying th e letter with 6cj , which was not recogni zed , since full
prep aym ent of the international ra te of 30cj was required, if prep ayment was to
be made. The letter was sent from New York as a dou ble rate unpaid letter on
7 February 1855 by Pacific of the Collins Line, the New York marking showing
a deb it to Prussia of 46cj. As was required, the letter was marked with the full
postage by a manuscr ipt "60." It is likely that the person who posted th e letter
franked it with th e 6cj postage, since th e postmaster of Sava nnah, Georgia,
Soloman Cohen , most certainly would have known th at th e 6cj was not required .
The postoffice at Savannah was a large one, an d postmaster Cohen, whose
compensat ion for 1855 was $1,910.15,8 must have been familiar with th e Postal
Laws & Regul ations. Aga in, however , why did the person mailing th e letter
overpay the postage?

Figure 2. Letter posted in Savannah , Georgia , addressed to Austrian Silisia , which was part of the G.A .P.U.
Themaileraflhelellerlhaughlhehadlaprepay illaNewYark.ltwasmarkedasadaubleral.leller
"60 ¢" postag e and forwarded as a double rate Prussia" closed mail unpaid letter , 46 ¢ debited by
the U.S. to Prussia.

The U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant for February 1868 sheds some light
upon this subject."

Some p o.umaste rs , a t inl a nd offices , are in the habi t of req u iring a three-cen t stam p
10 he a ffi xed to letters d ir ect ed 10 for e ign co u n tries , apparently und er t he imp ressio n
t ha t th e poslage to Ne\\' York is required to he prepaid . as we ll as the fore ign ra tes .
T his is n ot t h e case. The ra tes p u blishe d in the Iorciun postage Tah le rover th e postage
from or to (I1lV bart o f t hc Uu itr-d Sta tes .

This notice did not stop the practice. The October 1872 issue of th e U.S. Mail
again statesr' "

T he on ly J>llstag e ch a rgea h le O il le tt e rs fo r for ei gn co untries is su n-x l in the "Ta h le
of Fo rciun Posraqes." in t he :\1,\ l L . .-\ domost ic rar e in add it io n is 1I 0 t req u ired .

It would appear that the chief cause of these overpayments was a misunder
standing on the part of some postmasters and also some individuals regarding
the nature of th e Tabl es of Foreign Posta ges published in various sources prior
to th e advent of U.S. Ma il and Post Off ice Ass istant in October 1860, and th ere
after published monthly in each edition of the U.S. Mail . There coul d be many
reasons for misunderstandings, and it is futile to speculate upon which was of
most impor tance . Regardless of the reason for these misunderstan dings, they
continued in some de gree up to the time the General Postal Union came into
existen ce on 1 Ju ly 187.3.

8. l bid .. p . 34.
9. U .S. M ail alld 1'051 O ff ire A ssistnnt , \"01. " Ill. 7'\0. :'i: Februarv Iass. p. 2.

10. Ibitt ., \'01. X IIl . :'\0. J : Oc tober 1872 . p . I.
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THE NORTH GERMAN LLOYD LINE-MAIL PACKETS FROM NEW YORK
1 JANUARY 1870 TO 25 DECEMBER 1875-via SOUTHAMPTON TO BREMEN

CLIFFORD L. FRIEND AND WALTER HUBBARD

Abbreviations: NY New York; SO Sout ha mpton; HA H avre; BR Bremen ; FlY or L/Y fir st or
last voyage for North Germa n Lloyd ; FYI' or LVI' first or last voyage for No rth German Lloyd
with th e US mail s; I'D p lanned date of departure; T u Tuesday; W Wednesday; Th Thursday;
Fri Frida y; LM reported as landi ng ma ils at Sou tha mp ton; - sup p leme n tary ma il service avail-
able.

January to 14 July 1870-with Bremen and Southampton mail.
1870
PD BR SO Arr NY Packet PD NY Arr SO Notes

4 Dec 7 18 Dec RHEIN I J an II Jan (a .m .)
II do 14 28 do AMERICA 8 J an 19 J an (0445)
18 do 21 31 do MAIN 15 J an 26 J an (1300)
25 do 28 10 Jan UN IO N 22 Jane I Feb (p .m .)

I Jan 4 17 do WESER II 29 Jane 8 Feb (2030)

8 do II 24 do HANSA 2 Feb· 16 Feb (1200) see note I
15 do 18 29 do DEUTSCHLAND 5 Feb 18 Feb (0130)
22 do 25 6 Feb RHEIN 12 Febe 23 Feb (la te)
29 do I Feb 14 do DONAU 19 Febe I Mar (1500)

5 Feb 8 19 do MAIN 26 Febe 9 Mar (0500)

12 do 15 25 do UNIO N 5 Ma re 17 Mar
19 do 22 5 Mar WESER II 12 Mare 23 Mar (0830)
26 do I Mar 13 do AMERICA 19 Mare 30 Mar (0600)

5 Mar 8 19 do DEUT SCHLAND 26 Mar· 8 Ap r (1900)

12 do 15 26 do RHEIN 2 Apre 13 Apr
2 do 5 15 do HANSA Th 7 Apre 18 Apr (1200) see note 2

19 do 22 I Ap r DON AU 9 Apr· 19 Apr (0500)
16 do 20 I do BREMEN T h 14 Apr· 26 Apr (2030)
25 do 29 8 do MAIN 16 Apre 27 Ap r (p.m .)
30 do 2 Ap r 13 do HERMANN T h 21 Apr· 2 May (0130)
2 Apr 5 16 do UNIO N 23 Apre 3 May (0430)

NO SAILING Th 28 Apr
9 do 12 24 do AMERI CA 30 Apre II May (0700)

12 do 21 HA 3 May NEW YOR K Th 5 May· 18 May (0300)
16 do 19 30 Apr DEUTSCH LAND 7 Maye 18 May (0030)

NO SAILING Th 12 May
23 do 26 6 May RHEI N 14 Ma ye 24 May (0600)
27 do II d o HANSA T h 19 Ma ye 30 May (0400)
30 do 3 May 13 do DONAU 21 Maye I Jun (0100)

5 May 19 do BREMEN Th 26 Ma ye 7 Jun (0330)
7 do 10 23 do MAIN 28 Ma ye 7 jun (1230)

II do 14 H A 26 do H ERMANN T h 2 Jun 13 J un (0630)
14 do 17 28 do UNION 4 June 15 Jun (2030)
19 do 3 Jun HANNOVER Th 9 June 22 Jun (0300)
21 do 24 5 do WE SER II II June 22 Jun (0100)
25 do 28 9 d o AME RICA Th 16 June 27 Jun (0700)
28 do 31 II do DEUTSC HLAND 18 Jun e 29 J u n (0600)

NO SAILING T h 23 Jun
4 J un 7 17 do RHEIN 25 Jun - 5 Jul

10 do II H A 23 do HANSA Th 30 Jun 12 Jul en d of fiscal
year 1870

II do 14 25 do DONAU 2 Jul· 12 Jul (1800) see note 3
16 do 29 do NEW YORK 'Th 7 Jul 19 Jul see note 4

I. An unusual saili ng- from New Yor k on a Wedn esday. On arrival she was reported as carry-
ing Sou th ampton and Bremen mails.

2. The first Thursday saili ng-addit ional to the regu lar Saturdays.
3. T he ra te for Direct Steamer to Brem en or Hamburg was red uced from 10 cen ts to 7 cents

(per !hoz) on I July 1870.
4. NEW YORK sailed non .stop to New York . On 19 July at 0630 h rs (the day on which

Fra nce officia lly declared war on Prussia) she called at Pl ymouth where it is lik ely her mails were
landed . She sailed immediately for Sou thampton where she stayed for nearly th ree months , sailing
for Bremen on 17 October to arrive there 26 October. She d id no t sa il again from Bremen until
6 May 1871.
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PO BR SO
18 d o 21
22 d o 25 H A

Arr NY
I J u l
6 d o

Packet
;\IA IN
BR EM EN

PO NY
9 J ul +

Th 14 j oi-

Arr
19.1 u l
28 J u l

so

(0600 )

Notes
see no te 5
see not e 6

Notes
note 7

Arr
Brem en 14 Nov

PO NY
29 Oct

29 October 1870 to 30 September 1872-with Bremen and , occasionally, Southampton mails
1870
PO BR SO Arr NY Packet

I Oct 14 Oc t H ANSA

8 do

16 d o
22 do
29do

22 do

3 1 do
7 Nov

13 do

RH EIN

DEUTSCHLAND
DONA U
H ER;\IAN N

5 Nov

12 Nov
19 Nov
26 Nov

Grimsb y 20 Nov: Br em en
22 Nov

Br em en 26 NO"
Brem en 3 Dec
Grimsb y 8 Dec: Brem en

II Dec

5 Nov

12do
19 do
26do

3 D ec

1871

16 do

28 do
I Dec

17 do

MAIN

A;\ IER ICA
WESE R II
U N IO N
HANSA

3 Dec

10 Dec
I i Dec
24 Dec
31 Dec

Gr ims by 17 Dec: Br em en
18 Dec

Brem en 24 Dec
Sout ha m p ton 29 Dec (1400)
NO SAILING note 8
Brem en 13 J a n

10 d o

18 d o

26do

22 do

2 Jan

10 d o

NO SA ILI NG
R H EI N
N O SAILING
DE UT SCHLAND
NO SAILING
DONA U

7 J an
14J a n
2 1 Jan
28 .1 an

4 Feb
II Feb

Brem en 27 J an

Gri ms by 10 Feb no te 9

Falmou th 22 Feb (1400) da maged b y
storm

PO BR SO
31 D ec

14 Jan

29 d o
7 Feb 10

18 d o 22
16 d o 19
26 do 2 Mar

4 Mar7

11 d o 14
18 d 0 21
25 d o 28

I Apr4
5 d 0 8
8 do II

15 do 18
19 d o 21
22 d023
29 do 2 Ma y

Arr NY
16 J a n

28do

12 Feb
22 Feb
4Mar
3 do

14 do
19 do

26 do
31 d o
10 Apr
15 do
20 d o
23 do

30 d o
5 May
7 d o

12 d o

Packet
H ERMAN N

MAI N

W ESE R 11
A M ER ICA
RH EI N
H A NSA
D E UT SCHLA:'I:D
DO:'l:A U

HERMAN N
MA IN
WESE R 11
RH EI N
H A NSA
D E UT SCH LAND

DO NA U
BREME:'I:
HE RMA NN
MA IN

PO NY
18 Feb

25 Feb

W I Mar
4 Mar

II Ma r
W 15 Mar

18 Mar
25 Mar

I Apr
8Ap r

15 Apr
22 Apr

Th 27 Apr
29 Apr

6 May
T h I I May·

13 May
20 May

Arr SO
I Mar

7 Mar (a .m .)

I I Mar (1400)
16 Mar. (a. m .)
2 1 Mar
27 Mar (a .m .)
29 Mar

4 Ap r (la te)

13 Ap r
18 Apr (0800)
26 Apr (ea rl y)

2 May (0500)
9 May

10 May

16 May (p .m .)
23 May
24 May
30 Ma y (earl y)

Notes
damaged by

storm

LM

L M
LM

LM

see not e 10
LM

5. MA IN stayed a t Sou thampton un ti l 26 Octob er, when she sa iled for Br em en . Arriving
th e re 30 O ctober she sa iled agai n for New York on :; November 1870.

6. BRE;\ IE:\ sailed to Brem en in com pa ny with MAIN a nd sa iled aga in for New York 19
Ap ri l 18il.

7. T he resu m p tio n of th e Direct Ma il service to Bremen was an nou nced in Ne w York by
J. H . Blackfan (Su peri n tende nt of th e Forei gn Ma ils) on 29 O ctob er . H A N NOV ER sai led
fro m New York o n th e same d ay as H A NSA b u t it is th ou ght th a t on ly H ANSA carried mails.

8. U N ION, tw o d ays out from Bremen was wr ecked o n Rattray H ead (Scot la nd) .
9. O n T h u rsday 28 J anuary 1871, a tr emen dou s winter sto rm hegan a nd con tin ued , in 

term i tt en tly, for almost t h ree weeks. Com m u nica tio ns were int erru p ted a nd it is not kn own
whether a n y mails reac hed DEUT SCHLA:'I:D or DO NA U before th ey sa iled. With th e
sa ili ng o f D E UTSCHLAND it was intended 10 resume the re~u la r ca ll a t Sou tha m p to n , bu t,
presu mably owing to th e weather , she wen t round till ' nor th (If Scot land le I Great Gr ims by
(L incs .) . Arriving th ere on 10 Februa ry, she rece ived orders 10 p roceed to Brem en hu t, la ter
tha t night, she was st i ll waiting for the ga le to ab ate .

10. Supp lem en tary Mai l now had to be d ouble prep aid . It was BRE~I E :\" s fir st voyage
from New York wi th the m ails since 14 J u ly 1870.
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PD BR SO Arr NY Packet PD NY Arr SO Note.
3 May 6 18 do NEW YOR K T h 25 May 6 Jun (earl y)
6 d08 19do WESER II 27 May 7 Jun (a .m .)

13 do 16 26do RHEIN 3 J u n 13 Jun
17 do 20 I Jun HANSA T h 8 J u n 20 Jun (a.m .)
20 do 24 3 do DEUT SCHLAND IOJun 21 Jun (a.rn .)
27 do 30 9 do DONAU 17 Jun 27 Jun
31 d0 3Jun 15 do BREMEN Th22 Jun · 4 J u l
3 J un 6 17do HER MANN 24 J u n 6 Jul (0015)
8 do 10 23do KOELN T h 29 Jun· 13Jul F/V on this

route-end of
Fiscal Year
1871

10 do 13 24do MAIN I JuI II jur
14 do 17 29 do NEW YORK Th 6 J u l 19 Jul (0800) sailed Id late

fro m NY
17 do 20 30 do WESER II s jui- 19 Jul (1000)
24 do 27 8 J ul RH EI N 15 Jul 25 j u t (1600)
28do IJu i 16 do FRAN KFORT Th 20 Jul· 2Aug F/V o n this

route
I Jul 4 17do HANSA 22 J u l 3 Aug (p .m .)
8 do II 23 do DEUTSCHLAND 29 J u l 9 Aug (OlIO)

12 do 15 27do BREMEN T h 3 Aug 16Aug (a.m .) see note I I
15 do 18 28do DONAU 5Aug 15Aug
22 d025 5 Aug HER MANN 12 Aug 23 Aug (a .m .)
26 do 29 II do HANNOVER T h 17 Aug 29 Aug (2200)
29 do I Aug II do MAIN 19 Au g 29 Aug (1730)

2 Aug 5 17 do KOELN T h 24Aug 5 Sep
5 d0 8 18do WESER II 26Aug 5 Sep (2100)
9do 12 24do NEW YORK T h 31 Au g 13Sep

12 do 15 25 do RH EIN 2 Sep see note 12
16 do 19 I Sep FRAN KFORT T h 7 Sep 21 Sep (0200)
19 d0 22 2Sep DEUTS CHLAND 9Sep 21 Sep (0900)
23 d0 26 7 do HANSA T h 14 Sep 27 Sep (0700)
26 do 29 8 do DONAU 16 Sep 27 Sep (0900)
30do 2 Sep 14 do BRE MEN Th 21 Sep 3 Oc t (1500) LM
2Sep 5 16do H ERMANN 23Sep 4 Oct (early)
6d09 21 do OH IO T h 28 Sep 12 Oct (0800) see note 13
9do 12 22 do MAI N 30 Sep 12 Oct (0830)

16do 19 29 do WESER II 7 Oct 17 Oct (1700) see note I4
20 do 23 5 Oct NEW YORK T h 12 Oct 24 Oct (0100)
23 d026 9do DEUT SCH LAND 14 Oct 25 Oct

RH EI N T h 19 Oct 29 Oc t (2000) LM
30 d o 2 Oct 16 do AMERICA 21 Oct 4 Nov (0100)

7 Oct 10 22 do DONAU 28 Oct 8 Nov (earl y)

II do I4 27 do HANSA T h 2 Nov 14 Nov
14do 17 30 do HERMANN 4 Nov 15 Nov LM
21 do 24 5 Nov MAI N II Nov 22 Nov (0900)
25 do 28 10do BREME N 18 Nov 2Dec LM
28 do 31 10do WESER II 25 Nov 7 Dec (0730)

4Nov 7 18do DEUT SCHLAND 2Dec 13 Dec
II do 14 25 do DONAU 9 Dec 20 Dec
18d021 3 Dec RH EI N 16Dec 26 Dec LM
25 do 27 24 do HANSA 23 Dec see note 15
2 Dec 5 18do AMERICA 30 Dec II J an

I I. GRAF BISMARCK , three days out fro m Bremen, en route for Aspinwall , was towed
by BREMEN in to Sout ha mp ton .

12. RHEIN sailed from New York 2 Sep tember but was towed back about six days later
with a broken sha ft. She sailed again frOID New York on 19 October.

13. T hought to be her first voyage on this ro u te .
14. The ra te for Di rect Steamer to Bremen or Hamburg was reduced from 7 cents to 6

cen ts (per Y2 oz) on I October 187I.
15. HA NSA su ffer ed a majo r engine breakd own en rout e for Ne w York and limped into

St. John's on 18 Decem ber. After temporary repair s she continued to Ne w York. She sailed
for Brem en on 31 J anuary but did not carry th e mail s again until sh e sailed from New York
on 19 March.
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PD BR SO Arr NY Packet PD NY Arr SO Notes
1872
10do 13 26 do MAI N 6 Jan 16 Jan (2100)
18d0 21 4 J an W ESER II 13 J an 24 J an (a.m .)
23 do 26 14 do BR E MEN 20 J an I Feb coaled at H ali-

fax- west -
bound

30 d0 2 J an 15 do D01'\A 27 Jan 6 Feb (1900) L M

6 J an 9 23 do H ERMAN N 3 Feb 15 Feb (0930) LM
13 do 16 I Feb L EIPZI G 10 Feb 22 Feb (earl y) LM
20 d o 23 5 do R H EI N 17 Feb 28 Feb (ear ly)
27 do 30 18 do 1'\EW YORK 24 Feb 7 Mar (earl y) met severe

storm en
route to NY-
call ed H ali -
fax for coal

3 Feb 6 18 d o MAl 1'\ 2 Mar 14 ~far (0200)
10 do 13 24 do BR EME1'\ 9 Mar 21 Mar (earl y)
24 do 27 I I Mar HER MAN1'\ 16 Mar 28 Mar LM
17 d o 20 4do H ANSA T u 19 Mar 31 Mar

NO SAILING 23 Mar
9 Mar 12 25 do RH EI N 30 Mar 9 Ap r

16 do 19 30 do DEUTSCHLA ND 6Apr 17 Ap r
23 do 25 7 Ap r DO NA U 13 Apr 23 Apr (2400) L M
30 do 2 Ap r 15 do BREMEN 20 Apr 2 May (early)
3Apr- 17 do HER~fAN i'; 27 Apr 8 May (a.m .) LM
6 d0 9 22 do KO EL N Tu 30 Apr 13 May

13 do 16 26 do WE SE R II 4 May 15 Ma y (0100)
16 do 19 30do 1'\EW YOR K Tu 7 May 20 May
20 do 23 4 May RH EI 1'\ II May 21 May (1900) LM
24 do 26 8 do H A1'\SA T u 14 May 26 May
27 do 30 12 do D EUT SCH LAND 18May 29 May (ear ly)

4 May 7 18 do MAI N 25 May· 4 Jun (a.m .) Dl

II do 13 23 do D0 1'\A U IJ un II Jun
14 do 16 28 do H A N1'\OVER Tu 4 J u n 16 J u n (1400)
18d0 21 IJun HER~fA 1'\N 8 J un 19 J un
25 do 28 7 do WES E R II 15 J u n 26 J u n (0400) LM
28 do 31 I I do 1'\EW YOR K Tu 18 Jun 30 Ju n (a.m .)

I Jun 4 14 do RH EI N 22 Jun 2 Jul (1500)
8 do II 22 do DE UT SCHLAND 29 JUIl 10 Jul (1600) end of Fiscal

Yea r 1872

8 d o 13 25 do H ANSA T u 2 J ul 13Jul
16do 18 28 do MAI N 6 J u l 16 Jul (1100)
18 do 20 2 ju: AMERICA T u 9 Jul 20 Jul (2100)
22 d025 6 do DO NA U 13Jul 23 Jul (1000) LM
25 d0 28 12do NE MES IS T u 16Jul 29 Jul FVP for NGL

no te 16
29 do z jul 14 do BREM EN 20 J ul 31 jut

6Jul9 19 do W ESER II 27 Jul 6Aug
9 do 12 24 do NE W YO R K Tu 30 Jul 13 Aug

13 do 16 27 do H ERMAN N 3 Aug 15 Aug (1300)
16 do 19 2A ug FRAN KFO RT W 7 Aug 20 Aug
20 do 23 2 do D E UT SCHLAND 10 Aug 21 Aug (a.m .) LM
23 do 26 8do H AN1'\OVER W I4Aug 26 Aug (2100)
27 do 30 9 do RHEI N 17 Aug 27 Aug (1030)
30 do 2 Aug 13 do H ANSA W 21 Aug I Sep (p .m.)

3 Aug 6 16do ~fAIN 24 Aug 3 Sep (2400)
6d09 22 do NE ME SIS W 28 Aug 10 Sep (0900) LVI' for 1'\GL
9 do 12 23 d o DO NA U 31 Aug 10 Sep (0900)

15 do 18 28 do KO EL N W 4 Sep 16Sep
17 do 20 30 do W I;;5ER II 7 ScI' 18 Sep (ea rly)
20 do 23 3Sep BREM EN W I I SCI' 22 Sep (1600)
24 do 27 7 do H ER MAN N 14 Sep 26 Sep (a.m .)
27 do 30 12 do FRANKFO RT W 18 Sep 1 0 ct

16. NEMESIS. ch ar tered from th e Cunard Company. made fou r rou nd voyages for NGL
but carried the m ails from New York on onl y two of th em-1 6 J ul y and 28 August 1872.
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PO BR SO
31 do 3 Sep
2 Sep 5
7 do 10

Arr NY
14do
18do
20 do

Packet
DEUTSCH LAND
ST RASSBU RG
RHEIN

PD NY
21 Sep

W 25 Sep
28 Sep

Arr SO
2 Oct (a .m .)
s o«
8 Oct

Note.
LM
F/V

5 October 1872 to 25 December 187S -with Bremen mail. on all sailing.
and Southampton mail. on mo.t Saturday. and seme Wedne.day.

1872
14 Sep 17
21 do24

28 do I Oct
20ct 5

5 d0 8
12 do 15
16 do 19
19do 22
26 d0 29

2 Nov5

9do 12

16 do 19
23 do 26
30 do 3 Dec

1873
7do 10

14 do 18
21 do 24
28 do 31

4 Jan 7
18 do 21
II do 14
25 d028

I Feb 5
8 do II

15 do 18
22 do 25

I Mar 4
8 do 10

13 do 16
15do 18
22 do 25
26 d029
29do I Ap r

2 Apr 6
5 d08
9 do 12

12do 15
19 do 22
23 do 26
26 do 29
30 d03 May
3 do 6
7 do 10

10do 13

27 Sep
5 Oct

12 do
15 do

20 do
26 do
29 do

2 Nov
II do
17 do

24do

3 Dec
10 do
16do

25 do
30 do
8 J an

15 do

20 do
4 Feb
6 do

10 do

15 do
25 do

3 Mar
II do
16do
21 do

28do
29do
5 Ap r

10 do
II do
18 do
18 do
23 do

26 do
2 May
9do

10 do
16 do
17 do
21 do
23 do

MAIN
DO NA U

WESER II
AMER ICA

HERMANN
DEUTSCHLAND
BREMEN
RHEIN
MAI N
H ANSA

DO NA U

AMERICA
WESER II
DEUTSCH LA ND

BREMEN
RH EI N
MAI N
H ANSA

MOSEL
WES ER II
AME RICA
BREMEN

DONAU
MAIN
H ANSA
DE UT SCHLAND
MOSEL
RHEIN

AME RICA
W ESER II
DO NA U
BR EMEN
MAIN
KOELN
DEUTSCHLAND
H ANSA

MOSEL
RHEIN
NEW YORK
W ESER II
AMER ICA
DONA L"
BR EMEN
MAI N

5 Oct
12 Oct

19 Oct
26 Oct

2 Nov
9 Nov

W 13 Nov
16 Nov
23 Nov
30 Nov

7 Dec

14 Dec
21 Dec
28 Dec

4 J an
II Jan
18Jan
25 J an

I Feb
8 Feb

15 Feb
22 Feb

I Mar
8 Mar

W 12 Ma r
15 Mar
22 Mar
29 Mar

W 2Apr
5 Ap r

12Apr
W 16Apr

19Apr
W 23 Apr

26 Apr
W 30Apr

3 May
10 May

W 14 May
17 Ma y

W21 Ma y
24 Ma y

W28 May
31 Ma y

15 Oct (p.m .)
22 Oct

30 Oct (0300)
8 Nov

14 Nov (0200)
19 Nov (2100)
BR 25 Nov
26 Nov (1600)
4 Dec (2200)

12 Dec (la te)

18 Dec (1000)

26 Dec (1000)
I Jan (0130)
7 Jan (1900)

15 J an (0600)
21 J an
29 J an (1900)

6 Feb

12 Feb (1800)
18 Fe b (1600)
27 Feb (p .m.)
5 Ma r (1520)

II Mar (1500)
20 Mar (ea rl y)
BR 26 Mar
26 Mar (ea rl y)

I Apr (1800)
8 Ap r (0855)

16 Ap r (p.m.)
17 Apr (1630)
23 Apr
28 Apr (1900)
29 Apr

6 May
7 May

II Ma y (1400)

13 May (2200)
20 May (1700)
26 May (0900)
27 May (1800)

2 Jun (0700)
3 Jun (la te)
9 Ju n

10 Jun (1000)

with Bremen
mails only

sail ed Id late
from BR

sec note 17

see not e 18

see note 19

17. T he White Sta r Line 's age n t in New York to ld th e N ew York Daily T rib une, in May
1873, th a t whe never th e W hile Star Line had lost a tri p , th e mails had been carried out by
the Brem en Li ne. P rior to th a t da te, the W h ite Star Li ne had fa iled on tw o occasions one of
which was 21 Decem ber 1872, so presumab ly they were ad ded to WES E R's on thi s trip. She
landed 58 bags at Sou thampton-nearly twice the ave ra ge a t th a t time.

18. T he second occas ion, prior to May 1873, on wh ich the White Sta r Line had lost a
trip. so once agai n th eir mails were presumably ta ke n by Nor th Germ an Lloyd. MOSEL
arrived a t Southampton with Br em en and Sou tha mp to n mails, bill th e quantity landed was not
reported.

19. AM ER ICA, en route for New York, call ed a t Falmouth 18 J anuary and a t SI. John 's,
N.F.L ., on 2 February.
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PD BR SO Arr NY Packet PO NY Arr SO Notes
14 do 17 31 do KRO NPRINZ W 4 J un 17Jun (1300) F/V on thi s

FR I EDRICH rou te
WILHELM

17 do 20 I Jun DEUT SCHLAND 7 Jun 18 J u n (ear ly)
21 do 24 6 do KO EL N W IIJun 23 J u n
24 do 27 7 do H ERMA NN I4 J un 25 J u n (0700)
28 do 31 I I do H ANSA W I8Jun 29 J u n (2000)
31 d03 J u n 13 do MO SEL 21Jun I jut
4 Jun 7 20 do N EW YORK W 25 Jun 7 J u l
7 do 10 21 do RH EIN 28Jun 8 J u l (0600) end of Fiscal

Year 1873
II do 14 27 do G RA F BISMAR CK W 2 J ul 15 J u l (0100) F/V on th is

rou te
14 do 17 27 do DO NAU 5 Ju l 15 J u l
18 do 21 3 Jul BR EM EN W 9 Jul 20 J u l
21 do 24 5 do MAI N 12 Jul 22 J u l
25 do 28 9do KO EN IG W 16 J ul 28 J u l (1900) F/V on this

WILH ELi\1 I rou te
28do I J ul 12 do DE UTSCHLAND 19 Jul 30 J u l

2 Jul5 19 do KRO NPRINZ W 23 Jui 4 Aug (1600)
FRIEDRICH
WILHELM

5 do 8 19 do H E R MANN 26 J ul 6Aug
9do 12 27 do KO ELN W 30Jui 13 Aug (0100)

12 do 15 26 do MO SEL 2 Aug 13 Aug (0300)
16 do 19 I Aug N EW YORK W 6Aug 18 Aug (0530)
19 do 22 I do RH EIN 9Aug 19 Aug (p .m.)
23 do 26 7 do HA NSA W 13 Aug 26 Aug (p .m .) L M
26 do 29 9 do WESER II 16Aug 27 Aug
30 d02 Aug 15 do BREMEN W 20 Aug I Sep (1100) LM
2Aug 5 15 do MAIN 23Aug 2 Sep (1800)
6do 9 22 do HAN NOVER W27 Aug 8 Sep LM
9 do 12 23 do DE UTSCHLA ND 30 Aug 10 Sep (0830)

13 do 16 28 do AMERICA W 3Sep 14 Sep (1400)
16do 19 31 do HERMANN 6 Sep 17 Sep (0630)
20 do 23 6Sep KRONPR INZ W 10 Sep 24 Sep (ea rly) L M

FR IED RICH
WILHELM

23 do 26 6 do MO SEL 13 Sep 24 Sep (1430)
27 do 30 II do KO EL N W 17 Sep 2 Oct (1500)
30 do 2 Sep 12 do R H EI N 20 Sep I Oct

3 Sep 7 19do N EW YOR K W 24 Sep 6 Oct (1200) LM
6 d0 9 20do WESER II 27 Sep 8 Oct (0000)

10 do 13 26 do H ANSA W IOct 13 Oct (earl y) LM
13 do 16 27 do MAIN 4 Oct 14 Oct (p .m.)
20 do 23 3 Oc t DEUTSCHLAND II Oct 22 Oc t (1300)
17 d0 20 I do BRE MEN W 15 Oct 27 Oct (2300) LM
27 do 30 10do DONAU 18 Oct 29 Oc t (a. rn.)
24 do 27 8 do AMERICA W 22 Oct 2 Nov
4 Oct 7 19 do MO SEL 25 Oct 3 Nov (2400)

I d04 16 do HERMAN N I Nov 13 Nov (ear ly)
S do I I 25 do KRONP RINZ W 5 Nov 15 Nov

FRIED RICH
W ILHELM

II do 14 24do R HEIN 8 Nov 19 Nov (a.m .)
15 do 18 I Nov KOE NI G \V 12 Nov 24 Nov (1500) L /V ; see no te 20

WILHELM
18d0 2I I do WESER II 15 Nov 24 Nov (p. m.)
22 d0 26 7 do N EW YORK \V 19 Nov BR 2 Dec
25 do 28 12 do HANSA 22 Nov 5 Dec (0000)

I Nov4 15 do MAI N 29 Nov 9 Dec (1700)

5 d08 21 do BREMEN W 3 Dec BR20 Dec L /V - she sailed
2d lat e fro m
NY

8 do I I 22 do DE UTSCHLAND 6 Dec 17 Dec (1300)
15 do 18 I Dec DONA U 13 Dec 23 Dec (1200)

20. H avin g landed 25 bags of mail at Southamp ton. she was wrecked off the Dutch
coas t two da ys later with 24 bags for Brem en on board .
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PD BR SO Arr NY Packet PO NY Arr SO Notes
19 d0 22 6 do AMERICA W 17 Dec 29 Dec
22do 26 8 do MOSEL 20 Dec 31 Dec (a.m.)
26 do 30 II do LEIPZ IG W24 Dec 3 Jan
29d02 Dec 13 do H ERMANN 27 Dec 7 Jan (la te)

1874
6 Dec9 20 do RH EI N 3 J an 14Jan (ear ly) see note 21

13 do 16 28 do WESE R II 10 Jan 20 J an (p. m.)
20do 23 8 Jan NEW YORK 17 J an 29 J an L/V
27 do 30 II d o MAIN 24 Jan 3 Feb (p.m .)

3 J an6 17 do DONAU 31 J an 13 Feb (ear ly)

10 do 13 25 do MOSEL 7 Feb 17 Feb (1500)
14do 17 30 do AMER ICA W II Feb BR 24 Feb
17 do 20 I Feb H ERMANN 14 Feb 25 Feb (1000)
24 do 27 10do HANS A 21 Feb 5 Mar suffered much

storm damage
26-28 Feb

31 d03 Feb 15 do WESER II 28 Feb II Mar (1800)

7 Feb 10 22 do RHEI N 7 Mar 18 Mar (a.m.)
II do 14-22 6 Mar GRAF BISMAR CK W II Mar BR22 Mar see note 22
14 do 17 2 do MAI N I4 Mar 24 Ma r (2200)
21 do 24 9 do DON AU 21 Mar 31 Mar (2000) suffered storm

d amage en
route to NY

25 do 28 13do OHIO W25 Mar 10 Ap r
28 do 3 Mar 14do MOSEL 28 Mar 7 Apr (2000)

7 Mar 10 21 do AMER ICA W IApr BR 13 Ap r
11 do I4 28 do HER MANN 4Apr 15 Ap r
14do 17 I Apr HANSA W 8Ap r BR22 Apr
21 d024 5 do WESER II II Apr 22 Apr (0400)
25 do 28 12 do MINI ST ER ROON W I5 Apr 28 Apr. (a .m .) F/ V on this

ro u te
28 do 31 13 do RH EI N 18Apr 29 Apr (0700)
4 Apr 7 19 do MAI N 25 Ap r 6 May (ear ly) sailed Id la te

from NY
I do 4-9 20 do KOEL N W29Apr II May (1900) see note 23

II do 14 26do DONA U 2 May 12 May (p .m .)
15 do 18 5 May GRAF BISMAR CK Fri 8 May BR 24 May
18d0 21 3 do NECKA R 9 Ma y 20 May (early) F/ V
22 d0 25 7 do AMERICA W 13 May 24 May (la te)
25 d0 28 8do MOSEL 16May 26 May (p .m .)
2 May6 16do WESER II 23 May 2 JUIl (p .m.)

29 Apr2 May 13 do HANSA W 27 May 8 J un (a .rn.)
9 May 12 23 do RH EIN 30 May 9 Jun

12do 15 HA 27 do HOHENZOL LER N W 3 J u ll 15 Jun (0900) F/V on thi s
ro u te

16 do 19 29 do MAI N 6 J u n 18 Jun (0600)
19d022 4Jun KOELN W IOJun 23 jun (p.m .)
23 do 26 7 do ODER 13Jun 24 Jun (a.m.) F/ V
26d029 H A 9do DONAU W 17 Jun 27 J un (2100)
30 d02 J un 12do NECKA R 20 J u n 30 J u n (la te)
2 J u n 5 19 do FRANK FORT W24 J u n 7 j ut (0600)
6 d0 9 19 do MOSEL 27 Jun 8 Jul (0500) end of Fiscal

Year 1874

9 do 12 HA 24 do GR AF BISMAR CK W I Jul 14Jul
13 do 16 27 do AMER ICA 4Jul 14Jul (la te)
16do 19 I Jul HERMANN W 8 J u l 19 JuI (a.m .) LM
23 do 26 4do RH EI N II Jul 21 Ju l (2200)
20 d0 23 6do WESE R II W 15 J ul 25 Jul (1800)
27 do 30 12do MAI N 18Jul 29 J uI (0200)

21. Under the new arrange me nt of January 1874, the No rt h Germa n Lloyd Line was
chosen to carr y th e Satu rday mail s to Sou tha mp ton and Brem en .

22. T he date for GRAF BISMAR CK's departure from Bremen is do u bt ful-the repor ts
in the p ress are conflic ting.

23. As above. but for KOEL N.
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PO BR SO
30 do 3 J u l

4 Ju17
7 do 10

II do 14
14 do 17
18 d021
21 do 24
25 do 28
28 do 31

I Aug4
4 do 7
8 do II

II do 14 HA
15 do 18
18d021HA
22 do 25
25 d028 HA
29 do I Sep

I Sep 4 H A
5 do 8

8do I I H A
12 do 15
15 do 18 HA
19 do 22
22 d025 H A
26 do 29
29d02 Oct H A
3 Oct 6

10 do 13
13do 16BA
17 do 20
24 do 27
31 do 3 Nov

7 do 10
14do 17
2 1 d024
28 do I Dec

1875
5 Dec 9

12do 15
19 do 23
26 do 29
2 Jan 5

16do 19
23 do 26
30 do 2 Feb

9 do 8 Feb

13 do 16
20do 23
27 d02 Ma r
6Mar9

13 do 16
20do 23
27 do 30
3Apr6

IOdo 13
17 do 20

Arr NY
17 do

18do
21 do

24 do
28do
3 1 do

8 Aug
9do

12do
15 do
17 do
22 do

26do
28 do
31 do
5 Sep
9do

12 do
17 do
19 do

22 do
26 do
28do
20ct
6do
9do

15 do
17 do

24 do
28do
31 do

8 Nov
15 do

21 do
29 do
8Dec

II do

2 1 do
29do
8Jan

12 do
20do

I Fe b
10 do
14 do
20 do

28do
6Mar

13 do
21 do

26 do
2 Apr

10 do
16 do

24do
I Ma y

Packet
KRO NPRI NZ

FRI EDRI CH
WILHELM

ODER
HOHENZOLLERN

NEC KAR
DO NA U
MO SEL
FRANKFORT
AM ERI CA
H ERMANN
DE UT SCHLAND
RH EIN
W ESER II

MI N ISTER ROO N
MA IN
OD ER
NEC KAR
HOHENZOLLERN
DO NA U
HOH ENSTA UFEN
MOSEL

AM ER ICA
HE RMA NN
DE UT SCHLAND
RHEIN
WESER II
MA I N
MINIST ER ROON
ODER

NECKAR
HOHENZOLLERN
DONAU
HOH EN ST AUFEN
AME R ICA

H ERMA N N
DE UTSCHLA ND
HANSA
ODER

NECKAR
HOHENZOLLERN
HOH ENSTAUFEN
AMERICA
H E R MAN N

ODER
H ANSA
NECKAR
DE UTSCHLAND

MOSEL
WESER II
HERMANN
RHEIN

ODER
NECKAR
MOSEL
WESER II

DONAU
MAI N

PO NY
W22Jui

25 J u l
W 29Jui

I Aug
W 5 Au g

8 Aug
W 12 Au g

15Aug
W 19 Aug

22 Aug
W 26 Au g

29Aug

W 2Sep
5 Sep

w 9 Sep
12 Sep

W 16Sep
19 Sep
26 Sep

W 30 Sep

3 Oct
10 Oct

W 14 Oct
17 Oct

W210ct
24 Oct

W 28 Oct
31 Oct

7 Nov
WII Nov

I4 Nov
21 Nov
28 Nov

5 Dec
12 Dec
19 Dec
26 Dec

2 J an
9 J an

16 J an
23 Jan
30 Jan

6 Feb
13 Feb
20 Feb
27 Feb

6 Mar
13 Mar
20 Mar
27 Mar

3 Ap r
lOApr
17 Apr
24 Apr

I May
8 May

Arr SO
4 Aug (1300)

5 Aug (0500)
10 Aug (0700)

12 Aug (0400)
15 Aug (2200)
18 Aug (1900)
25 Aug (1900)
26 Aug (1900)
30 Aug (1200)

2 Sep (0300)
5 Sep (p. m .)
9 Sep (0300)

13 Sep (1500)
15 Sep (1900)
19 Sep (1030)
22 Sep (2300)
28 Sep (1700)
29 Sep (1500)

8 Oct (0300)
10 Oct (la te)

14 Oct (2000)
22 Oct (a .m .)
24 Oct (1600)
27 Oct (0900)
3 1 Oct (2400)

4 Nov (a .m. )
8 Nov (0900)

10 Nov (1000)

17 No v (1500)
22 Nov (2000)
24 Nov (1200)

3 Dec (1900)
I I Dec (p .rn.)

16 Dec (early )
22 Dec
3 1 Dec (2030)
5 Jan (p .m .)

12 Jan (2400)
20 Jan (p. m .)
27 J an (2400)

4 Feb (0000)
10 Feb

17 Fe b (a.m .)
27 Feb (ea r ly)

2 Mar (2400)
10 Ma r (1300)

17 Mar (1800)
23 Mar (2400)

2 Apr (early)
6Apr

14 Apr (ear ly)
21 Apr (ear ly)
28 Ap r (a.m. )
5 Ma y

II Ma y (p. m .)
18 May (1900)

Notes
LM

LM

LM

Ll\I ; note 24

LM

FIV
LM

LM

LM

L~f

LM; not e 25

see no te 26

24. ODER started the Line's weekl y ca lls at Havre, alternating wit h Southampton .
25. The L ine 's last ca ll at H avre westbound and las t Wednesday depar tu re fro m Ne w

York u n til 15 September 1875. .
26. DEUTSCHLAND arrived a t Southa m p to n on 12 J anuary a nd underw ent repairs

th ere until 8 February.
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PD BR SO Arr NY Packet PD NY Arr SO
24 do 27 8 do RHEIN 15 May 25 May (p.m .)

I May4 15 do OD ER 22 May 2Ju n (1325)
8do II 21 do NEC KAR 29 May 8 Jun (la te)

15 do 18 30 do MOSEL 5 J u n 15 Jun
22 do 25 4 J u n DO NAU 12Jun 22 Jun (1200)
29do I Jun II do MAI N 19 Jun 29 Jun (p .m.)
5Jun 8 19 do RHEI N 26 J un 7 Jul (1315)

12 do 15 26 do OD ER 3 jut 13 J ul (2400)
19 do 22 2 J u l NEC KAR 10 Jul 20 Jul (la te)
26 do 29 10 do MOSEL 17J u l 28 j ut (early)
3Jul fi 16 do DONAU 24 Jul 3 Aug (1900)

10 do 13 23 do MAIN 31Jul II Aug (0500)

17 do 20 30 do RH EI N 7 Aug 17 Aug (ll (0)
24 do 27 6 Aug ODER 14Aug 25 Aug (0100)
31d03 Aug 13 do NECKAR 21 Aug 31 Aug (2400)

7 Au g 10 21 do MOSEL 28Aug 8 Sep (0100)

14 do 17 27 do DO NAU 4Sep 14 Sep (2200)
21 do 24 3 Sep MAIN II Sep 22 Sep (a.m .)
25 d0 28 8 do HERMANN W 15 Sep BR 21 Sep
28 do 31 10 do RHEIN 18 Sep 28 Sep (2100)
4Sep 7 17 do ODER 25 Sep 5 Oc t (2100)
8 do I I 22do SALlER W29Sep BR 12 Oct

I I do 14 24 do NECKA R 2 Oct 12 Oc t (early)
18 do 21 3 Oct MOSEL 9 Oct 20 Oct (a .m .)
25 d028 9 do DONAU 16 Oct 27 Oct (0300)
2 0ct 5 17 do MAIN 23 Oct 3 Nov (early)
9 do 12 23 do R HEIN 30 Oct 9 Nov (1100)

16 do 19 30do ODER 6 Nov 17 Nov (1400)
23 do 28 8 Nov SALlER 13 Nov 25 No v (a.m .)
30 do 2 Nov 14do MOSEL 20 No v I Dec (p .m .)
6 Nov 9 21 do NECKA R 27 Nov 8 Dec (a.rn.)

13 do 16 28do HER MANN 4 Dec 16 Dec (a .m.)
20d023 5 Dec AME RICA II Dec 22 Dec
27 do 30 10do ODER 18 Dec 29 Dec (0100)

4 Dec DEUT SCHLAND 25 Dec NO SAILING

Notes

end of Fiscal
Year 1875

see not e 27

see note 28

FIV on this
rou te

see not e 29

see not e 30

27. T he General Postal Union rate of 5 cents (per ~'2 oz) became effective I July.
28. The firs t ' Ved nesday departure from New York with ma ils since I I November 1874.
29. SALlE R. westbo u nd. was del ayed at Sout hampton 3fi hou rs for re pa irs.
30. DEUT SCHLAND was wrecked on the Goodwin Sands two da ys after leaving Bremen.

Most of her mail s were salvaged and carried out fro m Liverp ool on 9 December by SIBERIA.
of the Cu na rd Line. bound for Boston .

References 1869-1876
Annual Reports of th e United States Postm aster General: L loyds List : The N ew York Daily
T ribu ne: Th e New-York T imes: Th e T imes: T he United States Mail &- Post Office Assistant
(to Sep tem ber 1872) .
N. R. P. Bonsor : North Atlantic Seawa)' (1955 Edition) ; p p. 182-5.
Review: The Postal History and Stamps of Bermuda, By M. H. Ludington. Re
vised and enlarge d edition . Published 1978 by Quart erman Publications, In c.
446 pages. $40.00 from publisher, 5 South Union St., Lawrence, Mass. 01843,
and from many dealers.

Bermuda may seem an inappropriate subject for the Chronicle, but much
in this volume is pert inent to U.S. postal histor y. About half the book is concern ed
with Bermuda postal markings and posta l history, including nineteenth century
rates and services to and from the United States. Appendices reproduce man y
informative documents and contemporary notices. These features make th is
book a valua ble source for certain aspec ts of U.S. postal history.

Susan M. McDonald
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" Can sp ring be far behind?" Special

Chronicle back issues -USPCS members only
Multilith No. 15, 16 , 18, 2 1, 24, 31,38

75 ¢ ea ch-all 7 $4.00

Printed No . 48 ,49 , 50, 51 ,52, 60, 63 , 64 , 6 5, 66, 68,70,71

Any 5 d iffe re nt $12.00-Any 10 $20.00-AII 13 $25.00

1¢ ide nt ification cha rt $1 .00, or f ree with $20 .00 o rder

P.O. Box 615
JACK L. JENKINS

Bloomington, III . 61701
SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF PHILATELIC EXPERIENCE
Since 1912 w e have se rve d three generations of ph ilatel ists-bring ing together

bu ye r and seller in th e ph ilate lic mar ket. If you are an active se rious buyer , you
should be on our mailing list. If a pote ntial sell er, contact us immed iate ly for an
ea rly auction sale da te .

I wil l gladly send you a copy of one of ou r recent sale catal ogs with p rices
realiz ed , w hich may give yo u a be tte r insight into the present auction market.
Wr ite or phone toda y fo r full part icular s.

P.O. Box 553
BRUCE W. BALL AUCTIONS

Ph. (205) 626·3036 Fairhope, Ala. 36532
New Book from the Collector's Club of Chicago
"The Waterbury Cancellations 1865-1890"

by Paul C. Rohloff
Limited Edition - Complete - lavishly illustrated

Deluxe Edition $30.00 Regular Edition $25.00

Sold ou t

Sold out

Deluxe
Sold ou t

$3 0 .00

$30. 00

Sold out

$3 0 .00

Other eee publications: Regular
" New York Fore ig n Mails" Sold ou t
by Morrison Waud & Arthur Van Vlisingen
"Chica go Posta l Histo ry" $2 5. 00
edited by Dr. Harvey Karlen
"Franks of th e Western Expresses " $25 .00
by Mel Nathan
"The United State s 1869 Issue-An Essay- Sold out
Proo f History" by Fred P. Schueren
"The U.S. Mail an d Postmaste r's Assistant" Sold out
"Co lor ado Territorial Postma rks" Sold out
by David Jarrett
"The Express Mail of 1836-18 39" Sold o ut
by Dr. James W. Milgram
"The Flight of the Ville d'Orl ea ns" $25 .00
by Ernst M. Cohn

Prices are postpaid in the U.S.A.

THE COLLECTOR'S CLUB OF CHICAGO
1029 North Dearborn St.

Chicago, IL 60610
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 100
Th e problem cover in Chronicle No. 100, a Confed erate mystery, is a

POW cover with an uncancelled Confederate stamp, inscribed "Politeness Mrs
Clark," an d originating at Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio. Only one wri tten
answer was received, from Ernst M. Cohn, wh o writes:

Perhaps Mrs. Clark was conn ected with the (Union or Confedera te) state depart
ment or wi th one of th e precu rsors of the Red Cross? Anyhow, th a t 's where I shou ld
look to try discovering her identity. And I'd guess that the stamp belongs, having
been affi xed in case the letter might be mailed. In fact , however , the letter seems not
to ha ve traveled through normal mail channels,
Th ese are good comments, and give us clues to what happened. The

explanation could be very lengthy, but as a result of a friendly negotiated truce
with my friend Richard B. Graham, the full answer and the cover itself will
appear in his '61 Period Section.

Mrs. Lottie Moon Clark was a Southern sympathiz er and a Confederate
mail runner. She was spooked on this pickup, and this prob lem cover neve r
entered the mails. It was confiscated and eventually ende d up in the Ohio
Historical Society archives. Ms. Moon had an inter esting life, involving Ambrose
Burnside, among oth ers.

Those who are interested can read, in addition to the sources cited by
Graham the short story "Arrest Lottie Moon" in the book entitled, The Ohio
Story , by Frank Siedel, in which Lottie's escapades as a flirt and daring message
carrier during the Civil War are describ ed. Th e high point was President Lin
coln's persona l escorting of Ms. Moon in his carriage into Virginia, and arr ang
ing for Edwin Stanton to have her passed across the lines in Virginia in October,
1862. What a grea t combination of phil ately an d historyl
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 1. Stlmple.. cover from New Hlven, Conn ., to Puerto Rico in 1849 .

Figure 1 shows the front of the latest problem cover , submitted by Theron
Wierenga. It is a folde d letter sent in 1849 from the United States to Puerto
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Rico. A transit marking of St. Thomas MR 26 1849 (British style postmark)
appe ars on th e reverse in black. Colors of markings on the front are red for
the New Haven cds and "PAID". Th e rating markings are in brownish or black
ink , and th e int eresti ng boxed marking is in Prussian blue . Will our readers
please explain for others the rates involved and identify the boxed marking?

Answers and problem covers (send glossy photographs, please) should be
sent to the Cincinnati , P.O . Box within two weeks after you receive your
Chronicle.
YOUR AD HERE FOR

SOc a line . Se nd wi th payment
to Dale R. Pu lver, 28411 Knicker
bocker Rd., Bay Village, Ohio
441 40. Next Deadli ne March 15 .
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC·

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY IN CLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White O.k Ridge Ro.d

Short Hili., N.J. 07078

Charter membe r of U.S.

Phila telic Classics Society
80 Ch
~~t~~~~~
:A) Borrow with confidence ~Q;
~ In any emergency, borrow ~

.. the money you need at I

l
i!!i Edelman's. Use your collec- Iw.. tion as coll ateral and still

retain complete own ership .
rN. At Edelman's. you can ~
~ obtain quick , confidential ~~~

~
.:. loans for any amount up ~~

~
. i: to 80% of the va lue of ~
~ your properties - fr om ~

~ $50 to $50,000 and more. ~
~ Write today for further ~jj information, ~

~ tde/moll 's ~~! 301 Old York . ..d !~I Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 I
~ (SUbUrban .Ph.iladeIPhia) 'f~....•~~~~~
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WAN TED: U.S. # 68 on foreign mail
covers, fancy cancels, blocks, or oth er
multiples. Ken Gil bart, 2692 Comstock
Cir., Belmont, CA 94002.

U.S. MAIL AND POST OFFICE ASSIST
ANT. Two volume reprint by the Collec
tors' Club of Chicago, 577 pp . Price:
$295.00. Henry Chlanda , Box 637, Wall St .
Sta., New York, N.Y. 10005.

GEORGIA STAMPLESS ? yes I collect
them and can use most anyth ing- also
need ad covers. Please se nd priced or for
my quote. E. C. Owens 10780 S.W. 43 Ln .,
Miami, Fla., 33165.

WHY NOT sell your better Black Jack
covers at auction prices, to a collector?
Robert G. McClellan, Box 563, North
brook, IL 60062.

TRAD~1847 #ls on cover from Balti
more; Norwich, Ct .; West Cheste r , Pa .;
Elyria, Oh io; & Indianapolis, Ind. Wishes
to trade for same from Michigan. Wr ite
R. Hu ghes, Box 256, Eaton Rapids, Mich.
48827.

WANT anything concerned with Spanish
American War of 1898 including U.S. Oc
cupation of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam,
Philippines-stamps, covers, correspond
ence, etc.-Leonard Diamond, 407 Lincoln
Road, Miami Beach, Florida 33139.

COLLECTOR needs U.S. official seals,
Scott QX1-0X47. Covers, multiples, proofs,
essays, literature, etc. S. Kazman, 2 Ske l
mor, Don Mills, Onto Canada.

WANTED: New Haven Arms Co., New
Haven, Conn., corner card covers fr om
1857 to 1866. James Tillinghast, Box 5,
Marlow, N. H. 03456.
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HARMERS
International

ALL THIS AND HARMERS TOO!
When you sell through any of the four Harmer houses

you get many bonuses:

1. The auction in wh ich your stamps are included is advertised by
all four houses where time permits.

2. The auction catalogues are available at each of the Galleries .

3 . Catalogues of New York or San Francisco auctions are sent to
the complete mailing list of both Galleries.

4 . Auctions held in San Francisco are generally exhibited in New
York, Los Angeles or another important philatelic center.

5 . If desired, and the value warrants, your collection can be appro
priately divided between the houses to ensure particular sections
are offered in the most suitable city.

6. Immediate advances are available irrespective of where the
stamps will be sold.

7. Complete arrangements can be made for the insured sh ipment of
a collection by one Gallery to another.

8 . Commission charges are inclusive of all expenses . They are highly
competitive.

9. You are dealing with a family-owned concern w ith an annual
auction turnover in excess of $10,000,000.

10. Your stamps are insured in transit, on the premises and until
title has passed to the buyer.

Write or call us in San Francisco or New York,
requesting our booklet "Philatelic Selling:'

HARMERS INTERNATIONAL
HARMERS OF SAN FRANCISCO INC. HARMERS OF NEW YORK INC.
49 Geary Street, Suite 217 it West 48th Street
San Francisco, CA 94102 New York, NY 10036
Phone: (415) 391-8244 Phone: (212) 757-4460

GALLERIES IN NEW YORK, SAN FRANCISCO,
LONDON AND SYDNEY
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