




SELLING YOUR
STAMPS

WHERE THEY SELL
BEST

Our SPECIALISED auctions are held regularly in LONDON, BASLE
and GENEVA where European classics, rarities and Postal History are
included.

GENERAL auctions of collections, literature and single items are held
monthly in BOURNEMOUTH, also quarterly specialised POSTAL HIS
TORY auctions.

Subscription rate card for all our auctions and our brochure "Selling
Your Stamps" available free on request.

Our BUSY BUYERS SERVICE caters for those collectors whose interests
are limited to not more than three countries. Appropriate auction
catalogues (or cuttings of appropriate sections of catalogues) are sent
for a very reasonable charge.

* * * *

PHILATELIC LITERATURE is also published and stocked . Our new Lit
erature list is in course of preparation. Periodicals published by
Robson Lowe are THE PHILATELIST monthly and the PHILATELIC
JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN quarterly.

We exist to help you enjoy your hobby more.

ROBSON LOWE LYD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND
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Cables: "Stamps London SW1", Telex: 915410, V.A.T.No. 239/4486/31
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS

THE CH RONICLE, publis hed quarterly in Feb.• May, Aug., and Nov . by the U. S. Phila telic Cl ass ics
Socie ty, Inc ., a t 2Q30 Glenmont Ave., N . W ., Canton, Oh io 44708. Secon d c lass postage paid at Ca nton,
Oh io 44711 and additional m ailing office . SUbsc ription price $14 .00 . P r inted in U .S .A.
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RICHARD WOLFFERS, INC.
PROUDLY ANNOUNCES
WHAT WE HAVE DONE WELL
WE NOW DOBETTER
... UP TO 75%BETTER!

COMMISSION
15%
10%
9%
8%
7%
5%

Hammer Price
$ 1 - $100

101 - 500
501 - 1000

1001 - 2000
2001 - 3000
3001 and above

Effective with the April 1979 sale , we instituted a new sliding scale
of lot commissions to replace the former flat 20% and abol ished
lotting charges. At the same time and thereafter all bids will be
subject to a 10% lot premium added to the auction sale price
("hammer" price). The lot commission schedule foll ows :

% reduction
from flat 20%
commission

25% less
50% less
55% less
60% less
65% less
75% less

Our collector friends with quality stamps to sell stand to benefit
handsomely by our move to the European auction commission
structure. We now offer lot commission rates that are lower than
most dealers in the United States, Europe and , in fact , around the
world.
Now is the time to fill out and send in the coupon below. We'll get
back to you right away and include a catalog for our next sale
FREE. From the magnificent color and detailed descriptions you
will see how a quality house promotes quality material.

NAME _

ADDRESS _

CITY STATE ZIP _

TELEPHONE__AREA-- cc
L ~

r--------------------------------------- -----------------------------,
~HARDOOLFFER5, CJNC Stumps ,{ quulity IStamp Auctionsofintegrity

/27 KearnyStreet, San Francisco. California 941118· Tel.(4/5) 78/-5/27
FOLLOWING IS A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF MY HOLDINGS : ESTIMATED VALUE :

(Please Check One)

o UNDER $1,000

o 51,000 TO 55,000

o $5,000.TO $10 ,000

D OVER 510,000

o VALUE UNKNOWN

~l!~!1!!noW2~!!;!!!nrfln~NC.
127 KearnyStreet, SailFrancisco, California 94108· lei. (415) 781-5127
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Get 121/2 % *more cash
for your stamps...
Kaufmann's is cutting their
selling commission in half!
Effective March 1 our auctions will be run on the European syste m
of 10"10 commission to the seller and 10% comm ission to the buye r.

All cons ignments received after January 10 will be able to take
advantage of the new 10% comm ission .

Potential vendors are invited to contact us for all the details.

Check these many advantages
of selling through Kaufmann's:
• Only 10% selling commission.

• No lotting or photo fees , no other fees whatsoever.

• Free insurance on all consigned material.

• Liberal , interest free advances on large auct ion consignments.

• Toll free phone (800-424-9519) available to buyers and sellers.

• Top quality catalogs considered by many dealers and collectors to be
the finest in the profession.

• Our reputation of being fair and honest to b9th buyer and seller.

Call toll free 800-424-9519 1*Seller gets 90% of the:f\ realized price instead of
-, only 80%...nets

one-eighth more
cash (12 Y2%).

John W. Kaufmann, Inc. • 1522 K St., N.W. • Washington, D. C. 20005
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IN MEMORIAM

JOHN DAVID BAKER 1916-1979

The whole philat elic community is saddened by the untimely death of J.
D avid Baker from a heart a ttack on Apr il 26. The U.S.P.C .S. has lost one of its
mos t faithful members and supporters. Dave was a member almos t from the
Society's founding and served it in many capacities over three decades: as vice
chairman 1958-60, as chai rman an d president 1960-64, as vice-president 1964-68,
and as director ex officio thereafter. In recent years he held the position of as
sistant secretary and ass istant treasurer. He also acted as archivist and was in
strumen ta l in product ion and dis tribution of U.S.P.C.S. slide shows an d in the
annual prep arat ion of award plaques.

D ave Baker was educa ted at Prin cipia College an d M.LT. and was in the
steel fabrica tion business with his broth er and fellow philatelist , Hu gh, who
died in 1968. Dave's interest in stamps began at age ten and his fir st collec tions
were 20th century U.S. stamps and first day covers, but he eventually tu rned
to 19th centu ry U.S. and finally to postal history. He form ed a superb collection
of U.S. covers which was stolen, recovered (with one exception) after several
years, an d sold last year at reco rd prices in a Siegel auc tion.

Dave wrote extensive ly on stamps and postal history and conducted a
weekly column on U.S. classics with his broth er Hugh in Stam ps from 1962-68.
H e wrote man y articles for the Chronicle and was editor of the 1847 section
for C hron icle 45-47 and of the Cov er Corne r for issues 45-63. Dave received
Society cups four tim es: in 1963 the Ashbrook cup, mainly for his studies of
stamps an d postal histo ry; in 1966 the Perry cup, chiefly for editorship of the
Cover Corner; the Ch ase cup in 1968 for the slide shows and primarily for serv
ice to th e Society. In 1976 he received th e Perry cup a seco nd time, for his
monu mental two volume Postal Hi story of Indiana, th e cro wning achieveme nt
of a lifetime of philat elic scholars hip . All members of U.S.P.C.S. are poorer by
D ave Baker's death. Our sympa thy is extended to his family.

S.M.McD.
This issue conta ins something suitable for nearl y every taste. The longest
article- as well as one of the most useful- is Eugene C. Reed 's listing of the
U.S. Mail Steamship Company's sailings. It provid es important informati on not
previously ava ilable to postal history collec tors, especially those concerne d with
mails to the west coast.

Postal markings and other postal history topics are discussed in inform ati ve
pieces by David L. Jarr ett , Michae l C. O'Reilly, and Kenneth A. Whitt le.

Stamps, including pape rs, pl ate varieties, and spe cia l printings, are the
sub ject of interesting ar ticles by Philip T . Wall, Creighton C. Hart , Roland
Rustad, and Morrrison Waud.

The F oreign Ma ils section offers contributions by George E. Hargest,
Charl es J. Sta rnes, and Walter Hubbard on a wide varie ty of int riguing sub jects,
including unusual covers, routings and services, Eagle Line sailings, and th e
handling of unpaid and part-paid letters.

In addi tion Michael La urence reports in the 1869 section on transp acific
service to and from Hawaii as shown on 101 1869 covers.
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
A RARE AND POSSIBLY UNIQUE VARIETY OF 9Xld
PHILIP T. WALL

Lot 96 in Part I of the Alfre d H. Casp ary Collection sold by H. R. Harm er,
Inc., on November 15, 1955, was described as follows: "Unsig ned on gray pap er
5¢ black, Pas 32, large margins, red curved PAID, superb, unli sted on gray
paper and of great rarity." The stamp realized $375 at the Caspary sale and
was similarly described when it was again sold by the Harmer firm on Janu ary
23, 1968.

This description had always pu zzled me as it has becom e genera lly accepted
that th e stamps without initi als (unsigned) were all placed on sale in Jul y of
1845 and that the stamps on gray paper were not received from the printer
until January of 1847. I doubted the accuracy of the cata logue description and
thought that in all probability the color of th e paper was whitish rather than
gray, as this is a mistake commonly made by collectors in classifying the papers
on which the stamps were printed. Stanley B. Ashbrook believed, and I am
inclined to agree, that the 5¢ New Yorks were never printed on white or
whitish paper-roughly the color of newspaper stock-and stamps that are now
on such paper were originally printed on bluish paper and have becom e
changelings through natural or other causes.

Figure A. New York 5¢ on gray paper, without init ials.

When th e catalogue for the Harm ers of New York, Inc., sale, held Febru
ary 13-15, 1979, arrived, I thought lot 107 (F igure A ) looked familiar; and when
I checked th e Caspary catalogue, I quickly determined it was th e ex Caspary
stamp, notwithstanding th e fact the recent auction catalogue made no mention
of the fact the stamp was on 'gray paper and was not initi aled . I immediately
requested the stamp for inspection and upon examination was surprised to find
that the stamp was, 'in "fact, on gray paper, as it had that peculiar tint of gray
that I call battleship gray. It had th e sam e color and paper characteristics as
Caspary lot 79, which is the earliest recorded example of an on-cover stamp
printed on gray pap er and is postm arked February 8 (1847). Lot 107 in the recent
Harmers sale realized $1,100 and was purchased by this writer acting as age nt
for another route agent. I had been authorized to bid more than twice this
amount for this stamp.

These facts pose the following dilemma: W ere some stamps printed on
gray paper as early as 1845, or were some stamps that were not initialed sold
to the public as late as 1847? There is no clear and definite answer to th ese
questions. The cancellation does not help us as the red curved PAID used to
cancel the stamp was in constant use in th e New York Post Office between
July 1845 and June 1847. The initialing of the stamp was not required by either
Federal laws or by United Stat es Post Office regulations. This was merely a
policy of the local postmaster , Rob ert H. Morris ; and while it was expected to
be followed in every instance, it could have been overlooked from tim e to
time.
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An examina tion of all known covers bearing 5¢ New Yorks printed on blue
pap er shows th at each such stamp was used in 1847. Scott's Specialized Cata
logue of United States Sta mps has for man y years sta ted on page 3: "The true
blue (pape r) exists only with one char acter istic 'AC M' signature of a type wit h
out periods." H owever , the records of the Philatelic Foundati on in New York
show that, of the three genuine blue pap er stamps that orga niza tion has certi
fied as un used, two of the sta mps are not initialed (signed) . Thus, while there
may be some disagreement on thi s point among authorities, we know that at
least two copies of the stamp on blue paper withou t initials do in fact exist 'today.

If a few copies of the blue pap er sta mp were not initialed when they were
sold in 1847, it would seem to follow that a few copies of th e stamp on gray
pap er could have been sold that same yea r without bein g initialed, one of
whi ch may ha ve been lot 107 in the recent Harmers of New York, Inc., sale.
The evidence presented in thi s article is certainly not conclusive ; and if any
read ers have covers bear ing 9x1d stamps on gray pap er , I would appreciate the
opportunity of examining these covers.
A SHEET MARGIN PAIR OF THE Sri NEW YORK THAT WAS REMOVED
FROM A BEAUTIFUL AND VALUABLE COVER

PHILIP T. WALL

Many American collectors and dealers will undoubtedly visit th e London
Internation al Stamp Exhib ition (Lo ndo n 1980) to be held in Great Britain in
May of 1980. The British have lon g been exponents of international philatelic
exhibitions since the first such exhibition was held in London in 1890. Major
E. B. Evans, a dist inguished English philat elist of the lat e 19th and ea rly 20th
centuries, was a strong supporte r of th ese internat ionals. After it was decided
to hold an internationa l exhibi tion in London in 1923, members of the Junior
Philat elic Society of Lon don agreed to hold a donation auction at which to
ra ise funds to help suppor t th e exhibition and to commemorate th e 50th anni
versary of the first postage stamp auc tion in London. This auction was known
as the Golden Jubilee Auc tion. Ma jor Evans donat ed lot 107 of this auction,
which was described as the piece de resistance of the sale, "the magnificent pair
of the New York Postm aster's stamp upon original cover." The cove r realized
225 pounds or rou ghl y $1,000, based up on the rat e of exchange in effect in
May 1922. The bu yer was A. Leon Adutt of Ma rga te, England, whose United
Stat es collection at that time was second only to th at of Sir Nicholas Waterhouse
among British collectors. The sales price was wide ly publicized, not only in
philat elic publications in the Unite d Stat es and Great Britain but also in th e
lay press and received a substantia l write -up in the New York Tim es.

The Ninth Phil atelic Congress of Gr eat Britain was held at Bath, England,
in 1922; and a postcard was prep ar ed as a souve nir of th e Con gress meeting.
The postcard (F igure B) depicted this cover which is addressed to Rev. Samuel
P. Abbott, Farmington, Maine. The stamps are tied by the usual circular date
sta mp postmark of New York and are additionally cance lled by the customary
blue pen marks used at that time. The stamps wer e not ed on the cover as
bein g from plate posit ions 39 and 40. The Adutt Collec tion was sold in th e
Unite d Sta tes several yea rs later , and appar ently th e buyer of the item we are
discussing was the well-known Judge Robert S. E merson. W he n Paul MacGuffin,
with th e assistance of Stanl ey B. Ashbrook, wro te a comprehe nsive article on
the New York Postm aster's Provisional in th e May 1936 issue of Th e Ame rican
Philatelist , the Emerson Collec tion was used to illu strat e th e article. Figure
8 in that article is a reconstructed plat e of 40 off-cover stamps, and the sta mps
from posit ions 39 and 40 ar e the pair formerly in th e Evans and Adu lt Collec
tions- now removed from the cove r addressed to Farmingt on , Maine. It is dif
ficult to understand why thi s pair was removed from th e cover unl ess the
cover was accidentally damaged by either Adutt or Emerson .

Thi s pair next appears as a part of lot 114 in the 106th sale of Robert A.
Siegel held April 25, 1945. That sing le lot contained a collecti on of 101 5q.
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Figure B. The Evan,-Adult cover, as shown on the 1922 Phil.Ielie Congr.., pOIturd.

New Yorks, including two complete plate reconstructions. The pair from posi
tions 39 and 40 was pictured on the front of the Siegel Catalogue. This ex
Emerson reconstruction was then broken up and the pair next surfaced as lot
19 in Part One of the William L. Moody III Collection sold by H. R. Harmer,
Inc., on October 23, 1950, at which time it realized only $180.

One of the finest collections of the 5¢ New York ever formed was as
sembled by Consul Klep Van Velthoven of Brussels, Belgium. This collection
contained 262 issued stamps when it was sold at auction by Willy Balasse of
Brussels in March of 1956. Lot 293 in the Balasse sale was the pair from
positions 39 and 40 with partial sheet margins which realized $640. Many lots
from the Consult Klep Collection wer e resold by Robert A. Siegel in his 200th
Sale on May 9, 1957, including this pair which realized $355 as lot 39 in that
sale.

Figure C. The p.lr. formerly on the cover of Figure B, as
'old in 1978 S,egel R.rltle, S.le.

From 1957 to 1978, I can find no record of this outstanding pair's being
sold at auction. Then after a hiatus of almost 21 years, it was sold to "Bidder
13" in the 1978 Siegel Rarities Sale (#528) for $1,650 as lot 11 (Figure C) in
that sale.

Thus finally the pair sold for as much off cover as it had on cover some 50
years earlier. I cannot help wondering what the pair would have sold for in
1978 had it been retained on its original cover; but unfortunately, I shall
never know the answer to this question.
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THE PRESTAMP AND
STAMPLESS PERIOD

KENNETH I. DE LISLE, Editor
THE HOUSTON FANCY LAUREL WREATH
DAVID L. JARRETT

While a .number of manuscript Houston, Republic of Texas, townmarks are
recorded, used from 1837 to 1844 and applied concurrently or in between
the three different handstamps used during that period, I only two of them are
believed to exist with a fanc y black laurel wrea th surrounding the manuscript.
The first one to appear on the auction market was in a Samuel C. Paige Decem
ber 1959 auction (lot #434). It was dated October 9, 1844, and addressed to
Ira R. Lewis in Matagorda; the fold ed lettersheet had a ms. "Paid" and "25"
rate with "Houston Oct 9th" also in manuscript. (Figure 1).

:~;, /Z~/

f/~d"./

Flgu,. 1. Dllcov..,. copy of tho Houston fancy lau,.1 wr.ath townmark on ... 1144 folel.e1 lott .......t. (Photo
court..y of tho Philat.lic Founelatlon).

A second example turned up in a Robert A. Siegel auction on May 28, 1974
(lot #202), and this writer acquired it. It was a free-usage cover addressed to
the U.S. Secretary of State, Anson Jones , in Washington, D.C. (Figure 2). The
most remarkable feature about both of these folded lettersheets is that they were
mailed on the same day, October 9, 18441

Why a fancy laurel wreath hands tamp was struck on this particular date
is unknown to this writer. An examination of the Houston newspapers during
that week in October of 1844 does not indicate any special celebration or event.
It is known that laurel wreath markings were extensively used during that
period in Mexico," so perhaps the Houston postmaster used a captured Mexican
postal handstamp on his mail at that time. Indeed, its crudeness and style are
more typical of the Mexican fancy markin gs than the corresponding U.S. hand
stamps of the period, which generally were finer and more delicate (such as
the ones with eagles or doves on top).

I. E. N. Sampson . ct a l, A merican Sla m pless Couer Catalog, Dav id G. Phillips Publishing
Co., In c.. Miami, Flor ida , 1978, p . 19; . .

2. John Bash and Otto Vag, Th e Pr e-stamp Postal M ark in gs of M ex ico, th e Elmhu rst
Phila teli c Societ y, Inc., Elm hurs t, Illinois, 1965.
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Figur. 2. The other Houston laurel wreath handstamp-struck on th. same date in '844. (David 1. Jarrett
collection).

In any event, both of thes e fold ed lettersheets are noteworthy. The present
whereabouts of the other cover is unknown to this writer. At the time it appeared
on th e market twenty years ago th ere was some qu estion of its genuineness since
none had ever be en publicly seen before. The sur facing of a second example,
particularly used on the identical date but from a different correspondence,
strongly suggests that both are full y genuine in all resp ects. The natural 135
year old wear of th e ink of the handstamp across the fold on the Matagorda
addressed cover reinforces its authenticity.
We buy better covers of

United States Offices in China
and

19th Century Trans-Pacific Mail

Please phone or write:

George

•AleVi!-~-i l-~-i re-B-IV-d-SU-i te-3-0-7 -----

Scinto Monico_Co Iiforma 90401
Telephon e /2131 4 50 ·254 3
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 STRADDLE PANE STAMPS
CREIGHTON C. HART

Among all of the unused and used 1847 stamps both off and on cover, there
are only two known straddle pane copies. One is an off cover used five cent
stamp; the other a ten cent on cover .

Th e first mention of either copy in the philatelic press was in the Preliminary
Notes by Elliott Perry in his article on "Plating the 10¢, 1847." That article ap
peared in the Collectors Club Philatelist in 1924; a portion of it is reprinted for
our members in this issue of the Chronicl e. In 1946 when the Judge Robert S.
Emerson collection was dispersed, the 5¢ copy was illustrated and sold. I at
tended that sale held shortly after the end of the second World War, and
was the under bidder. A source I consider reliable tells me that the 5¢ copy
is now in the collection of a wealthy, prominent, but uncommunicative Georgia
collector. In that auction the stamp was describ ed by Dan Kelleher:

5¢ red brown , su pe rb cop y sho wing portion of a stamp fro m anothe r pane, light red
grid . On e of th e gems of th e sa le. Ph oto . $22.50.

It sold for $1,500, an unbelievabl y low realization when we consider today's
prices.

This straddle pane copy .how. a whole .'amp from the
end of a row in 'he lef' pane and a sman par' of ,h.
firs' s'amp in a row from 'he right pan•. A 104' .'raddle
pine copy is IIlso known on cover.

Perry wrote his informative article on plating the 10¢ stamps after he
had shown Senator Ackerman's 1847 collection at the International Stamp Ex
hibition in London in 1923. In 1928 Ackerman decided to sell his collection
and Perry disposed of it in a series of private sales during that same year.

Long before Perry's death he sold me his 1847 reference collection and
gave me the empty album pages on which the Ackerman 1847 stamps and covers
had been mounted. Included are pages used for the 1923 exhibit for the plating
of the 1O¢ stamps. There is enough information on each album sheet to easily
tell what covers or stamps were there. None of the pages describes a cover with
a straddle pane 10¢ stamp. One would expect to see a reference to this dis
covery straddle pane copy on the sheets plating the stamps but th ere is no men
tion of this either. Between 1924 and 1928 this 1O¢ cover referred to in the
Preliminary Notes was probably sold-perhaps quickly at a great price to meet
Ackerman's unexpected need for cash.

As of now it is not possible to describe or illustrate this important cover
but if the present owner will send me a black and white glossy print, it will be
illustrated in a future Chronicle so that his fellow philatelists can see this miss
ing link connecting the two panes of stamps on one plate.

The following excerpts from Perry's article are reprinted from the April 1924
Collectors Club Philatelist with the kind permission of the Collectors Club of
New York:

Before setting down th e resu lts of my attempt to reconstruct th e plate of this prime
favor it e among the man y inter esting ea rly issues of th e United Stat es postage stamps
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it will be well to tell how I happen ed to becom e engaged in this m ost fascinating
problem a nd to clea r up an y m isappreh en sion which lllay exist on acco u n t of cer ta in
in correct sta te men ts which hav e been cir cu lated in the philateli c press and elsewhere
and ha ve been accep ted in some degree by othe r ph ila te lists in regard to th e collec t io n
of 1847 sta m ps o wned by Rep resen tati ve Ackerma n and t he wa y it was put logether.

Of the value of the resu lts a t ta ine d th e read er lllay jud ge for himsel f but wha tever
th eir va lue to ph ila tel y ma y he, the y wer e made poss ib le through m y access to th e
Ackerman co llec t io n . This ex t raord ina ry co llecti on was loa ned I " me in order tha t su f
ficient material at least to ma ke a gOild start sho u ld he ava ila h le for the work and
throughout the en ti re p eriod d uring wh ich m y e ffort s wer e la rgel y co nce n tra ted on
the wo rk it was referred 10 cons ra ru lv. II is th e basis u pon which rests th e en ti re
ach ievem en t.

In 1918 a nd for some years previou sly th e Ackerma n co llectio n of th e IR47 sta m ps,
while by no means the larg" sl such co llec t io n , co u in inc d many fin e it ems a nd was cer
tainly one of the most important co llections o f this issu e. La te in th e fall of that yea r
A . K. McD aniel o f Den ver, Co lorado, was in New Yor k Citv and talked with nu: abo u t
se ll ing h is co llect io n of th e 3(' IRS!. At th at mee t iu g he ' was no t fa vorably incl in ed
to ward di sposing of hi s 18,17 slam ps. A few weeks lat e r I pu rchased nea rl y a ll o f th e
U n ite d Sta tes co lle c tio n of th e well kno wn phila lel ic wri ter, Willia m L. Steve nson , ex
ce p t his 1847 stam ps, a nd in co m pa ny with Judge Robert E. Emerso n of Provid en ce,
went to Cincin n a t i , St. Lo u is a nd Chi cago, ta kin u most o f th e Stevenso n co tlecrion
with me. While at Cincin na ti a le legra m I rece ived from Mr. Mcl rauicl indicat ed that
som ething worth wh ile migh t he accom pl ishe d in l n-n ver ;1I1d rcg rc t fu lly partin g com 
pany with Judge Emerson a t Ch icago , ea r ly iu J an uary, 1!1I 9 , I wen t 10 Den ver and
open ed negotia ti on s with Mr. :\(cD aniel fo r th e sa le of hi s l R47 m lleet ion to Mr.
Ackerman. The co llec t ion was sen t to New York a nd reached th e re before m v ret u rn .
The negotiation s were co m p le ted ea rly in Feb rua ry, 191!1 . .. . .

[Lat er that yea r Perry himsel f purch ased Dr. Ca rr o ll Ch ase 's IR.J7 co llec tion wi t h
th e underslanding that he would se ll Acke rman a ny ite ms that wo u ld en ha nce th e
Ack erman co lle ct io n . Perry spent co nsid e ra b le t imc $o rt ing , cu ll ing, refining, and ar 
ranging th e 1847 ma terial from th e co llect io us menti ou ed , ad d it io na l sou rces, and the
original Ackerman col lect ion , The na rrati ve co ru inu cs.]

It is m y beli ef that Dr. Chase was th e fir st co llec lo r 10 make a serio us a nd ex 
ten siv e study of th e IR47 sla lllp s. Hi s di scoveries wer e important a nd h is o p po rt u ni t ies
for acquiring mat erial were gr ea t. For many yea rs S5.00 was th e usu al re ta il pricc for
fin e co p ies of th e IO¢ sta m p a nd t he 5(· sta m ps so ld fo r a dolla r each- o r less. His
letters clearly indicate h e co ns idered hi s 1847 cn ller t io n su per ior to a ny o the r th at
had been m ad e o r probably cou ld be made . . ..

• •
In 1916 Frank H. Lord of San Jose, Ca lifo rn ia , so ld 2 ,687 cop ies o f th e 5¢ 1847

to John A. Klemann of th e Nassa u Sta m p Co m pa ny, New York. These were practi cally
all th e 5¢ stam p s then rem aining in Mr. Lord 's possession fr om the fam ou s "co rne r"
wh ich had heen started by him in M inneapol is abo u t I!lOr,. H e had bou ght th e hold
in gs of the gentleman assoc ia ted with him in the co rner , had acq u ired many of th e
better specimens from another accu m u la tion m ad e in \ Visconsin a t th e same period ,
and these , with hi s own holdings in th c or ig ina l co rner a nd th ose he lat er acq u ire d
from other so u rces finally gave h im a g ra nd to ra l o f ,1,31R co p ies .

•
1\Ir. McD aniel had an ear ly o p port u ni ty to purch ase from th e stork Mr. Klemann

had gathered a nd did secu re many o f th e fine r spec imens . Th us it happen ed tha t wh en
the McD aniel co llec tion was sold m an y of t h« m orr- d csi rahlr- of t h c 5..' stam ps
originally gathered by M r. Lord pa ssed into t h e Ack erman co ll ecl ion . Some " I' these
were di sca rd ed as duplica tes when t he va r io us cn llcct ion s helon ging to Mr. Ackerman
were consolidated in the fall of 1919 a nd we re part o f the 101 pu rch ased from him
and resold to other collectors by me .

•
\Vhen the Chase co llec tio n of 1R47 sta m p s was o ffe re d to Mr. Ackerma n in 1916

the price included th e dat a which Dr. Cha se had accnmulat ed a nd wh ich would
be h elpful to th e purch ase r in ca r ry ing o n t h c sludy of t he sta m ps , in addi t io n to
th e stam ps th em sel ves a nd the rc p ri u ts, proof s, r-tc . Ap p arentl y it was no t Dr. Chase 's
intent ion to include thi s da ta with the stam ps a nd o t he r ma te r ia l wh en h is co llec t io n
was sold to me in 1919 . 1 did not rece ive it a nd in fact rece ived no d ata of an y
kind from him , unl ess th e let tering o n th e pa~es of th e a lh nms in which hi s co llec t io n
wa s th en mounted could he co ns id e red dat a . T hese pages are st i ll in m y possession
but co n ta in nothing t ha t was o f any help 10 me in t hc work o n the 10..' pl ate . The
work it self was truly a o ne ma n joh , hut in sta li n~ t h is it is not m y wish to mak e
the sligh test detraction from th e co ns ta n t enco u rage me n t affo rd ed me hy Mr. Acker
m an , o r from th e value o f D r. Chase 's sru dv , or 10 bct it t le th e gr ea t assista nce rendered
m e throu gh th e loan of sta m ps b y fri ends whose kindness ca nno t be over -es t im a ted .

This present wo rk ca n no t take the place of Dr. Chase 's art icl es o n the 1847
stamps a nd it is not m y desire th at it shou ld , It ma kes no a ttemp t to cove r a grea t
deal of gro u nd already go ne into thoroughly a nd wit h grea t detail by him , a nd the
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reader who is seriously interested in th e 1847 stamps is heartily recommended to
study Dr. Chase's a r ticles very caref u lly, bearing in mind , of course , th e few erroneous
con clusions rea che d by h im in rega rd to the cons tr uc tion of the pl at es.

In classifying and arranging th e Ackerman co llectio n very little a ttention was
paid to pla ti ng and, in fact , no pl a ting wha tever was a ttempted . While the re certa in ly
was a great deal of material I had neith er the time nor th e kno wledge to make any
attempt toward recons truc ting any of the pl at es a nd , besides, th e results of Dr. Chase's
own wor k in th is direct ion convinced me that wh ere he ha d made so little progress
in spi te of h is much grea ter knowledge and ex pe rie nce-it was useless for me to try .
I rea lized th a t th e pec uliarities of the lO¢ stamps were such tha t if su fficie nt material
of the right sort were ava ilab le th at den ominati on probably could be p la ted , bu t from
wh a t Dr. Chase had told me, or fro m what he had pu blishe d , I believed he had ex 
am ined such a large proportio n of th e ava ilab le su pply , in addi tio n to th e stam ps
in hi s own collec tio n, th at eve n had I possessed h is experie nce and ability, after a
great deal of di fficu lt work I would p robably have arrived just wh ere he did. H ow 
ever , I thought it wise to include in th e Ackerman collec tion th e material wh ich wou ld
likely be of mos t hel p if a t some futu re tim e an a tte mpt at plating was mad e, and
only a few pai rs an d cop ies showing unusual mar gins, and ot her sta mps likely to be
helpful in p lating we re laid aside and di spo sed of as duplicat es.

In December, 1922, I went to England, pa r tly for th e purpose of making pre
liminary arrangem ents for th e Ackerma n exhibit at th e International Exhibition in
London in May, 1923. It was Mr. Ackerm an 's intention to show that part of his collec
tion which philateli sts in En gland and other coun tr ies a bro ad might be most pleased
to see and which would in the least degree duplicat e other coll ections to be shown
a t th e Exhibition. His collect ion of th e 5¢ and 10¢ sta mps of 1847 was selected as
most su itab le for the purpose and ea rly in th e spring of 1923, soo n a fte r my return
from London I began to p rep are th e collec tion for th e Exhihitin. [sic] The amo u nt
of space availab le was ten fra mes , (la ter reduced to six) , eac h of which would hold
16 oriel pa ges, or a tot al o f 160 pages. The collec tion fill ed abo u t 400 pages and
th erefore it became necessary to rea rrange the sta mps so th at as man y as possible of
th e more interesti ng items cou ld be shown in th e fra mes for th e benefit of those
of th e gen eral public attending th e Ex h ib ition . T he balan ce of the collection cou ld
be seen only by the judges.

As the 10¢ stam ps occupied onl y two volumes and the work of rea rranging them
could be qu ickest accom p lish ed , (so I th en thoug ht !) , I began wi th that denomina
tion , in te nd ing to have them out of the way in shor t order so plent y of time would
rema in to be devoted to th e more difficu lt 51! sta mps. Almo st th e first thing I no 
ticed, however, was a cot'er [empha sis added] fro m the McDani el coll ect ion bearing
a lO¢ stamp wh ich I found quite impossib le to reconci le with th e stateme n ts made
by Dr. Chase in regard to the IOI!- pl ates, and whic h convi nced me tha t the problem
of plating th e 10¢ sta mps, while ver y d ifficult , was some what d ifferent from wha t his
articles had led me to beli eve. It is more th an likely th at Mr . McDaniel call ed my at 
ten tion to this stamp, but I was no t the n in terested in pla ting and wha teve r he may
have said mad e so li tt le impression tha t I had com p lete ly forgotten suc h a variety
was in th e collection, or even in ex istence.

When Dr. Chase 's articles on th e 1847 sta mps appeared in the Ph ilatelic Gazette
in 1916 I read th em wit h in terest a lthough I was not the n particularly in te re sted in
th ose sta mps, but I have no recollection of seei ng the m between that time and the
fall of 1923. I did, however , have a d istin ct recoll ection of h is dem on stra tion that there
were cer tai n ly two pl ates of the lO¢ sta m p becau se hi s collec tion contained , and the
Ackerman collec t io n now conta ins, two different copies each presumably being
No. 100 on a plate becau se eac h of th em cam e from th e lower right corner of the
sheet or pane, and which were so d ifferent that th ey could not po ssibly have come
from th e sam e pan e of th e same pl ate. I recall sugges ting to Dr. Chase the possi
bility of th e plate having been recu t and thus occu rring in two sta tes to account for
these two stamps. Dr. Chase assured me he was conv inced recutting cou ld not account
for th e differenc e in th ese two specimens and aft er seeing th em I mo st heartily agreed
with him.

T he stamp from th e McDaniel collect ion wh ich canno t be reco nci led with th e
Chase th eory of two 10¢ pl at es of 100 su bjects each is one of the fou r well kn own
shifts. T his sh ift comes in th e up/ler lef t corner of th e pan e and was correctly plated
by Dr . Chase as occupy ing position No . I. T he sta mp has a wid e ma rgin a t the left
and beyond thi s margin is part of ano ther sta mp, T he part of th e stamp which
sho ws at th e left o f th e margin is identical with th e correspo nd ing part o f another
copy which occupies an upper right cortl er positio n and is undoubtedly No. 10. In
one ab normally margined specime n therefore we have for plating purposes th e
eq uivalen t of a horizonta l pair con sist ing of two corner stamps- presu ma bly No. 10 in
the lef t pan e an d No. I in th e rig ht pa ne-sepa rated by a wide blank margin .

All a ttempts to reco ncile th is incompl ete pair wi th a single pan e of 100 stam ps
met with total fa ilure . Wha t appeared to be th e most sa tisfactory explana tion to
reco ncile Dr. Chase's th eory wi th th is item lay in assuming tha t the pl ate of 100
subjects was d ivided ver tica lly by a wide marg in and th at 50 subjects were arranged
on ei ther side of th is margin . No such arrangemen ts wh ich wou ld meet other facts
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regarding th e p late or p la tes coul d be worked out. The most likely such arra nge me nt .
viz.• that th e 100 su bject p lat e co nsisted of two pa nes eac h con ta in ing !O hori zont a l
rows of fi ve stam ps at eit her side of th e div idi ng margin conflic ted wi th th e fac t
that an unsevered horizon ta l st ri p of six sta mps was kn own to have heen in existence
within recent yea rs .

O nl y o ne logica l possibility rema ined : the pl a te must cons ist of two panes. side
by side. eac h contain ing 100 sta m ps in ten row s of te n; th e t wo pan es being separa ted
by a wid e blank margin . T hi s concl usion perfect ly acco u nts for a ll the sta teme nts re
ga rding the pl a te. or p la tes. of the IO\' sta m p of 1847 whic h unquest ionablv can be
demonst rated as facts . It perfec t ly exp la ins why there are two lower righ t corner
stamps qu it e d iffer ent fro m eac h ot her. (No. 100 L a nd No 100 R) . an d is th e on ly
arrangemen t wh ich reco nciles perfect lv with the cop y from th e McD an iel co llect ion .
As the wo rk on th e pl at e progressed it becam e 1I10 re a nd more ev id en t that th e true
sol ut io n of the p rob lem had been reach ed . and that there was on ly one p lat e of the
JO¢ stam ps.

It does not seem lik ely tha t th e firs t pl at e of th e J¢ den om in at ion wou ld differ
from th a t of the lOCo T he reaso ns wh ich impell ed the co ntrac tors to make a large
double pl at e of th e 10¢ sta m p . wou ld proba b ly app ly wit h even great er force to th e
5¢. Co nclus ions m ay be d rawn fro m Dr. Chase 's o wn sta te ments rega rd in g th e 5¢ stamps
wh ich indicate th at th e two p la tes of th e 5¢. ea ch contain ing 100 su bjects. whic h he
states were in use concu rrent ly from the ea rly p rin tin g in IR·17 un t il la te in 1850.
were in fact o ne pl at e conta in ing two pa nes. I see no good reas on wh y the con trac tors
should hav e made and used two separate p lates of th e 5~' co nc u rren tly for over thr ee
yea rs . It wou ld he far easie r fo r me to beli eve they used oue p lat e u ntil it was worn
ou t a nd th en made a no the r one. Eve n had tw o separate pl at es been in use d uring tha t
period wh at reason able ch an ce is there tha t th ey would each h ave heen used to ex 
act ly the sa me ex tent so tha t lat e in 1850 they each sho wed exac t ly the same degree of
wear? T he ev id en ce Dr. Chase adduces to prove two ea r ly pl at es of the 5¢ ca n be
employed much more effective ly in p rovin g one pl a te. T he instant we con vert Dr.
Chase's two separa te pl a tes into two panes o f the same pl at e it is no longer necessary
to exp lai n the ill ogical concu rren t use a nd we kn ow wh y both pl a tes-that is. panes
were eq ua lly wo rn la te in 1850 . By assu m ing the fi rs t 5 ~~ pl a te was a doub le p lat e
o f two panes like the JO¢ p la te we ca n accoun t for a ll kn own peculia r it ies o f th e
st amps from tha t 5¢ p lat e and ca n meet a ll th e sta te me n ts regarding th e ea r lie r pr int 
ings of th e 5¢ stam ps whi ch ca n unq uest iona bly be d em on stra ted as fact s.

•

ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS - uSPcs - SPA

- OLD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA- uscc - APC

Phone: 513/831 .6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN

AND CONFEDERATE COVERS.

" Give Your Collection Our Bes t"
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Asloc. Editor
U. S. MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY SAILINGS TO PANAMA: 1849-1859
EUGENE C. REED

The ocean mail from New York City to San Francisco was carried over
three connec ting routes: from New York to Chagres (Aspinwall) via the U. S.
Mail Steamship Compa ny stea mers ; from Chagres to Pan ama Ci ty by pack
mule and can oe (later via th e Pan ama Railroad ); from Panama Ci ty to San
Francisco via the Pacifi c Mail Steamship Company steamers . In January and
February, 1938, A. R. Roswell published in Stamps ma gazine a list of mail con
tract sailings of th e Pacific Mail Steam ship Company. This article continues the
story on the Atlantic leg of th e route.

Such an exte nsive listin g of sailing dat es of the Atlantic steamers is possible
because of a fortuitous discovery in the New York Public Library. A pamphlet
there was apparently prepared by th e U. S. Mail Steamship Company for dis
tribution to Con gressmen in an att empt to influence th em to approve a more
liheral subsi dy for the route. It is titled Statement of the Whole Mail Servi ce Per
form ed by Steamers of th e U. S. Mail Line, Under Contract With A. G. Sloo
From October Ist, 1850 to October, 1856. No author or publisher is given, nor
is th ere a date of puhlication .

In addition, a U. S. Supreme Cour t case (Robe rts et aI, Trustees, v. United
States, 92 U.S. 41 [1875 ] ) contains much useful background, including extracts
from a number of letters between the contractor and the Post Office Department.
Several passages from the cour t's decision are quoted here.

Finally, the data from these two sour ces ha ve been supplemented by sail
ing dates in the 1849-50 and 1856-59 periods as reported in the Shipping and
Commercial List and Ne w York Prices Current, a contemporary New York City
newspaper. Th ese "added" sailing dates, of necessity , are accurate only as re
gards sailings from New York and omit sailings from ports on the other legs of
the U. S. Mail Steamship Compan y route , i.e., Havana to Chagres (Aspinwall)
and from New Orleans to Havan a and/or Ch agres (Aspinwall) or any calls mad e
to Kingston.

In 1847 A. G. Sloo of Cincinnati obta ined the contract for the Atlantic por
tion of the route from the Secretary of the Navy, and shortly thereafter assigned
it to a board of tru stees. The princi pal tru stees were George Law and Marshall
O. Roberts of New York. Th e contract called for five vessels to be constructed
under the superv ision of th e Navy.' Mail was to be dispatched twice a month
from New York. T he steamers were to touch at Charleston (if pr acticable),
Savannah, Ha vana and Chagres.

Both Law and Roberts had expe rience in transportation and formed th e
U. S. Mail Steamship Compan y (incorpora ted in New York in April , 1850) to
carry out the contrac t. Th ey began construc tion of two 1,500 ton sid ewheeled
steamships, the Ohio and Georgia, and in th e meantime put the Falcon, 600
tons, int o service from New York to Ch agres. The Falcon' s first voyage was made

I. In 1847 Co ngress had a ut ho rized both th e Post Office Department a nd the Navy
Depa rtment to ent er into contracts to carry ma il to the Pacifi c coas t. Bid s su bmit ted to th e
Post O ffice Departmen t were u nsa tisfactor y. and thus the mail contract with Sloo was
entered in to by th e Navy Depart men t. One of its mai n p rovisions was th at th e steamers to
be bu ilt cou ld be converted to warships in tim es of emergency. T his a rrangem ent rankled
th e Postm aster Genera l. wh o said in hi s 1849 Rep ort :

" By a con tract with th e Navy Department. made by direct ion of law , p rovision was
made fo r ca rrying a mail twic e in eac h month bet ween Ne w York a nd New Orleans, via
Cha rlesto n , Sava nna h and Ha van a ; and a lso for like tra nspor ta tio n bet ween Havana a nd
Chagres. . . . T his service, more pa rticu lar ly on th e At la n tic and across th e isthm us, has been
very im pe rfectly perfo rm ed , a nd th e co nnexions have been very unsuccessfu l. T h is the de
partment has not bee n able en tire ly to remed y-the con tra ctors not being within its contro!."
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December FALCON

February I FALCON
March 8 FALCO N
Apr il 19 FALCON
Ma y 26 FALCON
June 28 FALCON
August 27 FAL CO N
September 20 OHIO

Oc tober 16 OHIO

November 13 OHIO

December 13 OHIO

r:

in December, 1848. She continued in this servi ce for six trips in 1849, and in
September that year was put on the Havana to Ch agres run. The Ohio made her
first voyage (to Havan a and New Orleans and return to New York) in Septem
ber, 1849. It was only in January, 1850, with the completion of the Georgia (and
a similar state of complet eness on the Pacific side by the Pacific Mail Steam ship
Company), that a regular schedule between the coasts via Pan ama could be
said to have become operative.

Dat e of Sailing
From New York Name of Stea mer Description of Voyage

1848
From Ne w York to Cha rles to n, Savannah , Ha-

vana, New Orleans to Chagres , a nd re tu rn .
1849

Fro m Ne w York to Chagres a nd back to New York.
From New Yor k to Chagres a nd back to New York.
From New York to. Chagres a nd hack to Ne w York .
From New York to Chagres a nd back to Ne w York.
From Ne w York to Chagres a nd back to New York.
From Ne w York to Chaires and ba ck to Havana .
Fro m Ne w York to Ha van a and Ne w O rleans and

ba ck th e same wa y.
From New York to Havana and New Orlea ns a nd

back th e same way.
From Ne w York to Havana a nd Ne w Orleans and

back the same wa y.
From Ne w York to H avana and Ne w Orlean s an d

back the same way.

Figure 1. This cover enlered Ihe New York City posl office on October 10, 1850 . II mede Ih e October 11 .e iling
of ,h. "Georgia" from New York to Havana and Chag res. The 'ownmilrk lind oblite r.'ors Ir. struck in red.
Coll ect ion of Duen e Gerrell. Pholo by Richerd Wolffe.., Inc .

12 OHIO

17 CHERO KEE
28 GE ORG IA

13 OHIO

16 CH ER O KEE
28 FALCO N
15 CH ER O KEE
28 OHIO

13 CHEROKEE
13 GEORGIA
27 OHIO

13 GEO RGIA



Dal e of Sailing
From Nell' l'ork Name of Sll' amer Description of Voya ge

May

June

July

Augu st

Sep te mber

October

Novem ber

December

28

13

28
8

13

27

13
13

26

II

13
26

II

II
27

28

II

26

28

II

26

28

OHIO

G EO RG IA

O H IO
CHERO KEE
GE O RG IA

OHIO

CH ERO KEE
GEO RG IA

OHI O

GEO RG IA

CHE RO KEE
OHIO

GE O RG IA

PACIFI C
O H IO

PACIFI C

GEOR GIA

OHIO

PACIFIC

GE O RGIA

FAL CON

PACIFI C

1850 (Cont.)

From Ne w York to Havana and New Orleans and
back th e same way.

From New York to Havana and Chagres and back
th e same wa) .

Fro m New York to Havan a and back to New York .
Fro m ew York to Chagres and back to New York.
Fro m New York to H avana and Cha gres and back

to Ne w York.
From New York to Ha van a and New Orleans and

back th e same way.
From New York to Cha gres and back to New York .
From New York to Havana and Chagres and back

th e same way.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans and

back the same way .
Fro m Ne w York to Havan a and Chagres and back

th e same way.
Fro m New York to Chagres.
From New York to H avana and New Orlean s and

ba ck th e same way.
From New York to H avana and Chagres, and back

to Ne w York th e same way.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans.
From New York to H avan a and Ne w Orlean s, and

back th e same wav,
Fro m New Orlean s to H avan a and Cha gres, and

back to New Orleans, via Havana.
Fro m New York to Havana and Ch agres, and back

th e same wav ,
From New York ' to Havana and New Orleans, and

back th e sam e wav,
From New Orleans to H avana and Chagres, and

back th e same way.
From New York to H avana and Chagres , and back

th e same way.
Fro m New York to H avana and Chagres, and back

th e same way.
From New Orlean s to Havana , and ba ck.

The U. S. Supreme Court decision , cit ed above, explains the appearance of
more than the required two monthly sailings, beginning in 1850:

At that tim e the mail service betw een New York ami New Orleans was eviden tly
regarded as th e more im po rta n t: that betw een H avana and Chagres being provided
for by a branch lin e serve d by a sing le small vessel twice a month. But after the dis
covery of gold in Cali forn ia, and th e ru sh th ither of em igr at ion and trade, th e aspect
of things was gre a tly changed, The assignees of 5100 . . . purchased add itio na l sh ips,
and esta blished a direct lin e be tween New York and Ch agres, which mad e th e pa ssage
two da ys soone r than was do ne by th e mail-ships runniug unrler th e contract by way
of H avana, and whi ch , th eref ore, cou ld star t two days lat er, and , on the return, arrive
two da ys soo ne r. By thi s mean s th e private despatches by th e direct lin e had an
ad vantage over commu nica tio n by th email s.alld some public dissatisfaction arose in
con sequence. T here upon a corre spo nde nce on th e su bject ens ued between th e con trac
tors and th e Post Office Dep artmen t. T he postmaster of New York ha ving, by direc
tion of th e Postmaster Ge nera l, la id before George La w, preside n t of th e United
Sta tes Mail Stea ms hi p Com pa ny (a t that tim e ben efici all y interes ted in Sloe's con
tract ) , a let te r comp la in ing of th e ex isti ng arra ngments . Mr. Law , on th e 25th June
1851, wrote th e postmaster a letter, in whi ch , amo ngs t ot her th in gs, he said-

T he mails for Ca lifornia, via Cha gre s, and back, are despatched by th e mail 
steams hips of this com pany twice each month , on th e da ys or igina lly arranged with
th e department. Being required to go and return by way of Havana , a nd to receive
and di scharge mail s there th e mails from and fo r Ne w Orleans, Charleston , e tc., the
pa~age is usuall y two da ys lon ger th an th e d irect pa ssage to and from Ch agres and
th is port.

In addit ion to th email -steamers.we despat chalso. twice a month , a stea me r
from this port and Chagres d irec t. T hese leave here usually two da ys lat er th an
th e mail -steamers via H avan a, so as to mak e th e arrival a t Chagres a t abo ut th e same
time. Of cou rse , th e re tu rn stea mer, with the mail from Cha gres, is usually two
da ys lat er in arriving her e, coming via Havan a , th an th e stea mer star ti ng at the
same tim e and coming direct. The mail to and from Chagreswill,therefore,be
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carried with grea ter desp atch by th e d irect line, while th e mail s for Ne w Orleans,
Charles to n, e tc ., must necessarily be carried by the H avan a ro ute. If th e depart
me n t desi res th e Chagres a nd Ca liforn ia mai ls, ou tward or hom eward, to be sen t
by th e d irect stea mers , I sha ll be happy to di rect th e com ma nders of th e sh ip to
receive th em o n boa rd .

Upon th e footi ng of th is correspo ndence , th e ex tra service by th e d ir ect stea me rs
was com me nce d on th e 13th o f Aug us t, IR51.

Date of Sai li ng
Fro m New York N am e of Stea mer Description of Voy age

J anua ry

February

March

Apri l

Ma y

June

July

Aug us t

II GE O RGIA

14 PACI FI C
25 OHIO

27 FAL CO N
II GEORGIA

13 FAL CO N
26 O HIO

28 FA LCON

II GE O RG IA

19 FAL.CO N
26 O H IO

5 FAL CO N

II GE O RG IA

10 CRESCENT CIT Y

19 EL DORADO
26 OHIO

28 FAL CO N

12 GE O RG IA

13 EMP IRE CITY

19 FAL CO N
26 CHERO KEE

28 CRESCENT CIT Y

4 FAL CO N
II GE O RG IA

13 EMPIRE CITY
18 FALCON
26 CHE RO KEE

28 CRESCENT CIT Y
5 FAL CO N

II GE O RG IA

12 EMP IRE CITY

26 CHERO KEE

28 OHIO
28 FALCON

II EM P IRE CITY

13 GE O RGIA
18 FAL CO N
26 CHERO KEE

1851
From New York to Ch agres, via Ha van a , and back

th e same wav.
From Ne w Orlea ns to Ha van a , a nd back.
From New Yor k to H ava na a nd Chagres, a nd back

the sam e wav.
Fro m New Yo rk to Havana a nd Ne w Orleans.
From New York to Havan a and Chagres , and

back th e sa me wav,
Fro m New Orleans to "Hava na , a nd back.
From New Yor k to H avan a a nd Ne w Orleans, and

back .
Fro m New O rlea ns to Cha gres via Havan a , and

back to Havan a.
From New York to Havan a a nd New O rl ean s, and

back th e same way.
From H avana to Chagres, and back.
Fro m Ne w York to Havan a and New Orleans, and

back th e same way.
H a van a to Chagres, and back to Havan a and New

Orlean s.
Fro m Ne w Yor k to H avan a a nd Chagres, and back

th e same wav.
From New York "to Chag res di rect , and back via

Kin gston .
Fro m New York to Chagres , a nd bac k, via Havan a .
From New Yor k to H avan a a nd Ne w Orlean s, and

back th e same way.
Fro m Ne w O rlea ns to H avan a and Ch agres, and

back to H avan a.
From Ne w Yor k to Havan a a nd New O rl ean s, and

back th e sa me way.
Fro m Ne w York to Ch agres direct , a nd back via

Kingston.
Fro m H avan a to Chagr es, a nd back.
From New Yor k to H avan a a nd Ne w Orleans , and

ba ck t he sa llie wav.
From Ne w York to Ch,agres direct , and back via

Kingston .
Fro m H avana to Chagres , a nd back.
From Ne w York to H avan a a nd Ne w Orlea ns , and

back th e sa me way.
Fro m New York to Chagres , a nd back via Kin gston .
Fro m Havan a to Chag res . a nd back.
From New Yor k to H avan a a nd Ne w O rl ean s, and

back th e sa me wa y.
Fro m Ne w York to Chag res , a nd back via Kin gston .
Fro m H avan a to Chag rc s, a nd back to H avan a aud

New Orlea ns.
From Ne w York to Chagres via Ha van a , a nd back

to New York via H avana.
From New York to Ch agres direct , and back via

Kin gst on .
From New York to H avana a nd New Orlea ns ,

a nd back th e same way.
Fro m New York to Chagres, and back via Kingston .
From New Orlea ns to H avana an d Cha gres, a nd

back to H avana ,
Fro m New YOI k to H avan a and New Orlean s, a nd

back the same way .
From Ne w Yor k to Chagres, a nd back via Kin gston .
From Havana to Chagres. a nd ha ck.
From New Yor k to H avana a nd New Orlean s, a nd

back th e same way.
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From New York
Dat e of Sailing

N ame of Ste amer

AUKus I
Sept ember

October

November

December

Januar y

Februa ry

28 ILLI NOIS
2 FALCON

II EM PIR E CIT Y

13 OHIO
19 FALCON
26 GE O R GIA

27 ILLI NOIS
3 FALCON
7 CH EROK EE

II EMPI RE CITY

13 OHIO
22 PHILAD ELPHIA

25 ILLINOIS

25 GEORGIA

25 FALCON
6 CHEROKEE

10 EMPIRE CITY

II OHIO
17 PHILADELPHIA

17 FAL CON
24 G EO R GIA

FALCON

6 CHEROKEE

9 EMPIRE CITY

10 PHILADELPHIA

II OHIO
22 EL DORADO

26 GEORGIA

7 CH ER O KEE

9 EM PIR E CITY

10 OHIO
10 PHILADELPHIA

13 FALCON

22 EL DORADO
24 GE O R G IA

3 CRES CENT CIT Y

5 CHER O KEE

7 OHIO

9 EMPIR E CIT Y

10 PHILADELPHIA
21 FALCON
20 EL DORADO

24 GE O RGIA

Descript ion of Voy age

1851 (Cont.)
From New York 10 Chagres , a nd bac k via Kingston .
From Havana 10 Chagres , and back .
From New York to Ha van a and New Orleans, and

back the same way.
From Ne w York 10 Chagres, and ba ck via Kingston.
From Havana 10 Cha gres, and back.
From New York to Havana a nd New Orleans, and

back th e same wav.
From New York 10 Ch agres, and back via Kingston .
From Havan a to Chag res, and back.
From New York 10 Chag rcs via Kingston, and back

direct.
From New York 10 H avan a and New Orlean s, and

ba ck th e same wav.
From New York 10 Cha gres and ba ck via Ha vana.
From Ne w York 10 H avana and Cha gre s, and back

to H avana .
From New York 10 Chagres via Kingston , and back

via H avana .
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

ba ck the same way.
FroJII Havana to New Orleans.
From New York to Chagres via Kingston, and back.
From New York 10 Ha van a and Ne w Orlean s, a nd

back th e same way .
From Ne w York to Chagres, and hack , via Havana .
From H avana to Cha gres, and hack to Havan a and

New O rlean s.
From New O r leans to Havan a and New York.
From New York to Chagres via H avana, and back

th e same wa v.
From Ncw York '10 Chagres via Kingston, and back

via Havana.
From Ne w York to Chagres via Kingston, and back

direct.
From Ne w York 10 Ne w Orleans via Havana and

back th e same way.
From New Orleans 10 Havana and Chagrcs, and

ba ck th e same way.
From York to Chagres. and ba ck , via Havana.
From Ne w York to Cha gres via Kin gston , and back

direct.
Fr om New York to Chagres via H avana, and back

th e same way.
1852 .

From New York to Chag res via Kingston, and back
direct.

From New York to New Orlean s via Havana, and
back the same way.

From Ne w York to Chagres , and ba ck, via Havana.
From New Orlean s to Chagres via Havana, and

back the same way.
From New York to Chagrcs via Kingston, and back

via Havana.
From Ne w York to Chagres, and back via Kingston.
From New York to Chagres via Havana, and back

the same wav.
From Ne w York io Chagrcs via Kingston , and ba ck

10 New York di rect.
From New York to Ch agres via Kingston, and

thence to Ne w Orleans.
From New York to Ch agres via Havana , and back

to H avana.
From Ncw York to Havana and New Orleans,

back the same way.
From New Orleans 10 'Havana and New York.
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans.
From New York to Chagres via Kingston and back

direct.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back th e same way.
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Ma rch 3
4

30
April 5

From New York
Date of Sail in g

ILLINOIS

of Stea mer Descr ipti on of Voyag e

1852 (Cont.)
From H a vana to Aspinwall, a nd back .
From New York to As p inwa ll via King ston . and

ba ck d ir ect.
From Ne w York to H avana a nd New Orlean s, and

ba ck th e sa m e wa y.
Fro m Ne w Orleans to Asp in wa ll , and back.
From H avana to Asp in wall , and back to New York

via Havana .
From Ne w O rl eans to Aspinwall via Havana, and

hack to New York via Havana.
From Ne w York to Aspinwall via Kingston, and

ba ck direct.
Fro m Ne w Yo rk to H a vana a nd New Orleans, and

ba ck th e sa m e wa y.
Fr om New Yo rk to H avana and Ne w Orleans.
From New York to Aspin wall via Kingston, and

back direct.
Fro m Ne w York to H avana a nd Ne w Orleans, and

ha ck th e sa me way .
From New Orleans to Aspinwa ll via Havana , a nd

bac k to H avana .
From Ne w Orleans to New York.
From New York to Aspinwall , and back via King

ston .
F rom New York to Havana a nd New Orleans, and

ba ck the same wav .
From New York to ' Asp inwall , and back, via

Havana.
From Havana to Aspinwall , and back .
From Ne w Yo rk to Aspinwall via Kingston, and

ba ck direct.
Fro m Ne w Yo rk to Havana a nd Ne w Orleans, and

ba ck th e sa me wa v.
From H av ana to Aspinwall , and back to New

Orleans vi a Havana.
From New York to Aspinwall via Kingston, and

back direct.
Frorri New York to Havana ami New Orleans, and

ba ck th e sa me way .
From New York to Aspinwall via Havana, then to

New Orleans via Havana.
From N ew York to Aspinwall vi a Kingston , and

back direct.
From Ne w York to Havana and Ne w Orleans, and

back the same wav .
From New Orleans to ' Aspinwall via H avana, then

to New York vi a Havana .
From Ne w York to Aspinwall via Kingston, and

back direct.
From New York to Havana and New O rleans, and

ba ck th e same wav.
From New Orleans to ' Aspinwall via H avana, and

ba ck th e same wa y.

N ame

EL DORADO

PHILADELPHIA

EMPIRE C IT Y

PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA

E M P IRE CITY

EL DORADO

EMPIRE C IT Y

ILLI NOIS

EMPIRE CIT Y

ILLI NOI S

EL DORADO

FALCON
EL DORADO

CHE R O KEE

C H E R O KEE

C R ESC ENT CI TY

OHIO
C R ESCENT CITY

GE ORGIA

G EO RG IA

PHILAD ELI'HIA
CRESCENT CIT Y

FALCON
OHIO

PHILAD ELPHIA
C R ESCENT CITY

C H E R O KEE

10

9

10

18

9

12
17

16

21

24

24

20

24

20

24

25

5

9

12

14
20

24

27

2
5

Ma y

June

The brief filed by the U. S. Mail Ste amship Company in the Roberts case,
cited above, contains copies of the two letters which follow :

1'. o. D EI 'ARTM E NT . M av 4, 1852.
SIR-Your lette r o f the 30th nltimo, proposing to take m ails by you r direct

st eamers, to sail hereafter on the 5th and 20th , in st ead of th e II th a nd 26th of each
month, cam e to hand this morning.

The Postmaster of New York is advised o f th is p roposition, a nd is in st ruct ed
to make up and fo rw ard ma ils acco rd lng ly-cc o m mc ncing with the stea m er tomorrow.

You will be pleased to give to yo ur agents on hoa rd suc h in structions as will en
sure the sa fe delive ry of these m ails to th e Ag ent of th e Panama R . R . Co. at Aspin
wall, to be by said Company co nveyed ac ro ss the Isthmus, as no Agent of the Depart 
ment will be sent with them.

I am , resp ectfully . yo u r oht. serv t .,
N. K. HALL, P. M . Gen eral.

M . O . ROBERTS, ESQR.,
Agent U. S. M . S. S. Co .,

New York.
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Letter directed to Mr. William H. Aspinwall:
P. O . Department, May 31, 1852.

I have made an order (con tingen t upon th e con currenc e of th e Secre ta ry of the
Navy), for the great th rou gh mail s bet ween Ne w York and San Francisco to be sent
from New York on th e 5th and 20th of each month , direct to Asp inwall, ins tead of
on th e 9th and 24th, via Ha van a: a nd from New Orlean s on th e 7th and 22d of each
month, also d irect to Aspinwall, in stead of via H avana, on cond ition th at the present
semi -monthly service bet ween New York and New Orlean s, via Havana, and back, shall
still be continued. . . .

Postmaster General
and between New Orleans

Name of Steamer Description of Voyage
1852 (Cont.)

From New York to New Orlean s.
From Ne w York 10 Aspinwall , and back via King-

ston.
From New York to Havana, and back .
From New Orleans to Aspinwall, and back.
From New York to Aspi nwa ll via Kings ton, and

back direct.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back the same wav .
From New Orleans to Asp inwa ll, and back.
From New York to Aspinwall, and back via King 

sto n .
From New Orleans to Aspinwall , and back .
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back th e same wav.
From New York to Aspin wall via Kingston, and

back d irect . .
From New Orlean s to Aspinwall , and back.
From New York to H avana and New Orleans, and

back th e same way.
From New York to Asp inwa ll , and back via King

ston.
From New O rleans 10 Asp in wall , and back.
From Ne w York to Havana and New Orleans,

and back th e same way.
From New York to Aspinwall , and back via King

ston.
From New Orlean s to Aspinwall , and back.
From Ne w York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back th e same wa y.
From New York to Aspinwall , and back via King-

ston.
from New York to H avana and New Orleans.
From New Orlean s to Aspinwall , and back.
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

back th e sam e way .
From New York to Aspinwall, and back.
From New Orleans to New York .
From New Orleans 10 Aspinwall, and bac k.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back the same way.
From New York to Aspinwall , and back via King

sto n.
From New O rlean s to Aspinwall , and back.
From New York to Ha vana and New Orleans, and

back the same wav.
From New York to Asp inwall , and back via King

ston.
h om New Orleans to Aspinwall , and back.
From Ne w York to H avana and New Orleans,

and back th e same way.
From New York to Aspinwall, and back via King

ston.
From New Orleans to Aspinwall, and back.
From New York to Havan a and New Orleans, and

back the same way .
From New York to Aspinwall via Havana, and back

to Havana .
EL DORADO

FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

ILLINOIS

GEORGIA

PHILADELPHIA
CHEROKEE

FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

GEORGIA

ILLINOIS

EL DORADO
CR ESCENT CIT Y

GEORGIA

PHILADELPHIA
FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

ILLI NOIS
EL DO RADO
PHILADELPHIA
CRESCENT CITY

ILLINOIS

FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

OHIO

EMPIRE CITY
FALCON
ILLINOIS

EL DORADO
CRESCENT CITY

FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

FALCON
OHIO

EL DO RADO
OHIO

CRESCENT CITY

5

16

22
27

6

7
13

7
12

20

7
13

20

22
27

5

6
7

12

20
21
22
27

7
12

20

22
27

6

4
5

12
16
20

27

27
5

N. K. H all ,
P .S. The change between Ne w York and Asp inwall ,

and Aspinwall , ma y take effect on th e 20th of June.

Date of Sailin g
From N ew York

December

November

October

Augus t

September

July
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Date of Sailing
From New York Name of Steamer Description of Voyage

December

Janua ry

February

March

April

May

June

20

22
27

5
7

12

20

20
22
27

4
5
7

12

19
21

21
22
28

5
7
7

12

20

21
22
28
28

5

7
12

13
20

22
27

30

5

7
12

13

20

22
27

30
6

7

ILLINOIS

PHILADELPHIA
CH ER OKEE

GEORGIA
FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

OHIO

EL DORADO
PH ILADELPHIA
CR ESCE NT CIT Y

EL DORADO
GEORGIA
FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

EL DORADO
OHIO

CHEROKEE
PHILADELPHIA
CRESCENT CITY

GEORGIA
FALCON
EL DORADO
EMPIRE CITY

EL DORADO

ILLINOIS
PHILADELPHIA
CRESCENT CITY
CHEROKEE

GEORGIA

FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

EL DORADO
ILLINOIS

PHILADELPH IA
CHEROKEE

CRESCENT CITY

GEORGIA

FALCON
EMPIRE CITY

EL DORADO

ILLINOIS

PHILADELPHIA
CHEROKEE

CRESCENT CITY
GEORGIA

FALCON

1852 (Cont.)

From Ne w York to Asp in wall . and back via Kin g
ston .

From Ne w Orlean s to Aspinwall . and back.
From New York to H avana and New Orleans , and

back the same wav.
1853 .

From Ne w York to Aspinwall , and back.
From Ne w Orleans 10 Aspi nwall. a nd back.
From Ne w York 10 H avana and Ne w Orlean s. a nd

back th e same way.
From New York to Aspinwall . and back via King-

ston
From H avana to Aspinwall . and back .
From Ne w Orleans to Aspinwall . and back .
From New York to H avan a and New Orlean s. a nd

ba ck the same way.
From Havana to Aspinwall . and back.
From Ne w York to Aspinwall . a nd back .
From Ne w Orl eans to Asp inwall , and back.
From Ne w York to Havana and Ne w Orleans, and

back the same way.
From Havana to Aspinwall , and back.
From New York to Aspinwall , and back via Ha-

vana.
From New York to Aspinwall . and back .
From New Orleans 10 Aspinwall , and back.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

ba ck th e same way.
From N ew York to Aspinwall, and back.
From Ne w Orleans to Aspinwall. and ba ck.
From Havana to Aspinwall, a nd back.
From New York to H avan a and New Orleans.

and back th e same wav,
From H avan a to Aspinwall. and back to New

York via Havana .
From New York to Asp inwall. and bac k.
From Ne w Orleans to Aspinwall, and back.
From N . York to Aspinwall . and ba ck.
From Ne w York to Havana and New Orlea ns. and

back th e same way.
From New York to Aspinwall. and back via King

ston .
From New Orleans Lo Asp inwall . and back.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back the same wav .
From Ne w York to Asp inwall, and ba ck.
From New York to Aspinwall . and back via King

ston.
From Ne w Orlean s 10 Aspinwall. and back.
From New York to H avana and New Orleans. and

ba ck the same way.
hom New York to Aspinwall via Kingston . and

ba ck direct.
From New York to Aspinwall . and back via King

ston.
From Ne w Orlean s to Aspi nwall. and back.
From Ne w York 10 Havan a and New Orlean s, and

ba ck th e same way .
From New York to Aspinwall , a nd back via King

sto n.
From New York to Aspinwall , and back via Kings

to n.
From New Orlean s to Aspinwa ll . a nd back.
From New York to Ha vana and New Orleans. and

back the same way.
From N .York to Aspinwall . a nd back.
From New York to Aspinwall , and back via Ha

vana.
From New Orleans to Asp inwall, and back.
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December 5

Oct ober 5

J une 13

From New Orl ean s 10 Aspinwa ll , and back.
From New York to Havana a nd New O rl eans, and

back the same way.
From New York t o Asp inwa ll via Kin gston , and

bac k d irect.
From New O rlea ns to New York via H avan a.
From New Orlea ns to Asp inwa ll , and ba ck.
From New York to Havan a a nd Ne w O rl ean s, and

hack the same way .
From New York to Asp inwa ll via Kin gston , a nd

back d irect.
From N .O. to Asp in wall , a nd back.
From New York to Ha van a and New Orlean s, and

ba ck th e same wav.
From New York to Asp inwall via Kingston, and

ba ck di rect.
Fr om New Orlean s to Asp inwall , and back.
From Ne w York to H avana and New Orleans.
From New York to Aspinwall via Kin gston, and

ba ck direct.
From New Orl ean s La Aspinwall, and back.
From New Orleans to New York , via Havana.
From New York to H avana and N . Orlean s, and

hack th e same way .
From Ne w York to Aspinwa ll via Kingston, a nd

hack di rect.
Frum New O rlea ns to Asp inwall , and ba ck.
From New York Lo Ha vana a nd N . Orleans, and

hack t he same way .
From New York La Asp inwa ll via Kingston , a nd

back d ir ect.
From New Orlea ns to Asp inw all , a nd back.
Fro m New York to Havan a a nd N . Orlean s, and

hack th e same way .
From New York to Kin gston a nd Asp inwa ll, and

ba ck d irect .
Fro m Ne w Orleans to Aspinwa ll, a nd back .
From Ne w York to H avan a a nd N. Orlean s, and

back th e same way.

Name 0/ Steam er Description 0/ Voyage
1853 (Cont.)

From New York to New Orlea ns via Havana, and
bac k th e same way .

From New Yor k to Aspinwa ll via Kingston , and
ba ck di rect.

From New Orlea ns to Aspinwa ll, a nd back.
From New York to H avan a a nd New Orleans, and

back th e same way .
From New York to Aspinwall via Kin gston, and

back di rect.
From New Orlea ns to Aspinwa ll , and back.
Fro m Ne w York to Havan a a nd New Orleans, and

back th e same wav.
From New York to Asp inwaJl via Kin gston, and

ba ck d ir ect.
Fr om Ne w Orlean s to Asp inwa ll, and ba ck.
From New York to H avana a nd New Orlean s, and

ba ck th e same way.
Fr om New York to Aspinwall via Kingston , and

back di rect.
From Ne w Orl ean s [a Aspinwall, a nd back.
From Ne w York to Havana a nd New Orleans, and

back th e same wav .
From Ne w York to Aspniwall via Kingston , and

back di rect.
From New Orlean s to Asp inwall , and ba ck.
Fr om Ne w York to Ha vana and Ne w Orleans.
From New York to Asp inwa ll , a nd ba ck.

ILLI NOIS

ILLINOIS

ILLINOIS

FAL CO N
EMPI RE CITY

GE O RG IA

EMPI RE CITY

ILLI NOIS

EL DORADO
CRESCENT CITY

UN ITED STATES
EMPI RE CITY

UNIT ED STATES
FAL CO N
EM PI RE CIT Y

ILLINOIS

PHI LADELPHIA
EL DORADO
UN IT ED STATES

EL DORADO
UNITED STAT ES
ILLINOIS

PHILAD ELPHIA
CHERO KEE

PHILAD ELPHIA
CHER O KE E

GEO RG E LAW

GE ORGIA

PHILADELPHIA
EL DORADO
GEORGI A to
No rfolk, a nd
CR ESCEN T CITY
th e balance of
th e voyage
FALCON
GEO RGE LAW

G EO RGE LAW

GEO RGE LA W

EL DORADO
CR ESCENT CIT Y

OHIO

FALCON
CRESCENT CIT Y

FALCON
CR ESCENT CIT Y

20

22
27

5

7
12

20

22
27

22
28

8
II
12

21

20

2 1
22
30

7
12

20

Date 0/ Sailing
From New York

7
12

20

22
27

Novem her 5

7
15

22
27

Au gu st 5

J ul y

7
12

20

22
30

Sep tem be r 5
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Figure 2. The eerll..1 recorded example of Ihe Type I oce.n m.il lownmork from N.w York Cily, us.d .ft.r
II W II res.rved exclusively for marki ng mail for Ih. W..I COllI (July 26, 1851). Carri.d abo ard Ih. ..Ch.rok.....

Date of Sailing
From N ew York Name of Steam er Description of Vo ya ge

January

February

fro m N. R.

March

April

5

7
13

21

22
27

6

7
14
16
20

22
27

6

7
13

20
22
27

5

7
12

20
22
27

OH IO

UNITED STATES
PHILADELPH IA

GEORGE LAW

EL DO RADO
CRESCENT CITY

GE ORGIA to
No rfo lk, an d
EMPIRE CITY
the balance of
the voyage
UN IT ED STATES
PH ILADELPH IA

GEORGE LAW

EL DORADO
CRESCENT CITY

OHIO

UN IT ED STATES
EMPIRE CITY

GEO RGE LAW
EL DORADO
CRESCENT CITY

ILLINO IS

UNIT ED STATES
EMPIRE CITY

GEORGE LAW
EL DO RADO
CRESCENT CITY

1854
From New York to Kin gston and Aspinwall, and

back d irect.
From New Orleans to Asp inwa ll , and back.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

ba ck the same wav.
From Ne w York to Kingston and Aspinwall, and

back direct.
From New Orleans to Asp inwall , and back .
From New York to Havana and N. Orlea ns , and

back the same way.
From New Yor k 10 Asp inwa ll via No rfo lk, an d

bac k via Kingston .

From Ne w Orleans 10 Aspinwall. and back.
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

back the same way.
From New York 10 Aspi nwa ll. and back via King

sto n .
From New Orlea ns to Asp inwa ll, and back.
From New York 10 Havana and N. Orleans, and

back th e same way .
From New York to Aspinwall via Kingston , and

back direct.
From New Orleans 10 Aspinwall , and back.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back the sam e wav.
From New York to Asp inwall . and back .
From New Orlea ns 10 Asp inwa ll , and ba ck.
From New York to H avan a and New Orlea ns, and

back the same way.
From New York to Asp inwall via Kings ton, and

back direct.
From New O rlean s to Aspinwa ll. and back .
From New York to New Orleans via Havana, and

back th e same wav.
From New York to Aspin wa ll , and back .
From New Orleans to Aspinwa ll, and back.
From New York Lo H avan a and New Orleans, an d

back th e same way.
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Date of Sail in g
From N ew York N ame of Steame r Descript ion of Voy age

1854 (Cont.)
May

June

July

Aug ust

September

Oct ober

Nove m be r

December

5
7

12

20
22
27

5

7
12

20
22
27

5

7
12

20
22
27

5
7

12

21
22
28

5

7
12

18

20
20
27
2

5
IO
17

20
26
2

6
9

17

20
24
2

5
9

18

20
25

ILLINOIS
U N IT ED STATES
EMPIRE CITY

GEO RGE LAW
EL DORADO
CRESCENT CITY

ILLINOIS

UN ITED STATES
EMPI RE CITY

GEO RGE LAW
EL DORADO
PHILAD ELPHIA

ILLINOIS

U NITED STATES
CRESCEN T CITY

EMPI R E CITY
EL DORADO
PHILADELPHIA

GEO RGE LAW
UN ITED STATES
CRESCENT CI T Y

EM PI RE CITY
EL DORAD O
I'HILAD ELl'HIA

GEO RGE LAW

U NIT ED STATES
FA LC ON

CR ESCENT CITY

NORTH STAR
EL DORADO
U NIT ED STATES
EMPI R E CITY

G EO RGE LAW
FALCON
PHILADELPHIA

NO RT H STA R
FAL CO N
EM PI RE C ITY

GEO RGE LAW
FALCON
CRESCENT CITY

NO RT H STA R
FALCON
EM PIRE CITY

G EO RGE LA W
FA LCON
PHl LAD ELl'HIA

NO RTH STA R
FALCON

From N. Yor k to Aspi nwall , and back .
From New Orleans to Asp inwall , a nd ba ck .
From New York (0 Havana and New Orleans, and

back the sa me way .
From New Yor k to Aspinwa ll, a nd back.
From New Orlea ns to Asp inwall, and ba ck .
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back th e sa me way .
From Ne w York to Asp inwa ll, via Kin gston, and

back .
From New O rl eans to Aspi n wall , and back .
From New York to Havana and New O rl eans, and

back th e sa me way.
From N. York to Aspi nw a ll, a nd back.
From Ne w Orlean s to Asp in wa ll , a nd back .
From New York to Ha vana a nd Ne w Orleans,

and back th e sa me way.
From Ne w York to Asp in wa ll via Kingston, and

back direct.
From New O rleans to Aspinwall , and ba ck .
From Ne w York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back the sa me way.
Fro m Ne w York to Asp in wa ll, and back.
From Ne w O rlea ns to Asp inwa ll, a nd ba ck .
Fro m New 'York to Havana and Ne w Orlea ns, a nd

ba ck th e same way.
From New York to Asp in wa ll , a nd ba ck.
From New Orlea ns to Aspinwall , and back.
Fro m New York to Havan a a nd Ne w O rleans, and

back th e sa me way.
Fro m New Yor k to Aspi nwall , and back .
From New O rleans to Asp in wa ll , and back.
From New York to Havana and New Orlea ns, a nd

ba ck the same way.
From New York to Aspi nwa ll via Kin gst on , an d

back d irect.
From New Orlea ns to Aspinwa ll , a nd back.
From New York to Asp inwa ll via Havan a , and

bac k to H avan a.
From New York to Ha vana a nd New O rl eans, and

bac k the same way.
From N ew York to Aspi nwa ll , and back.
From New Orleans to New York, via H avana .
From New Orleans to New York via H avana .
From New York to Havana and N . Orleans, and

back th e sa me way.
From New York to Asp in wa ll , and ba ck .
From Havana to Aspinwall , and back.
From Ne w York to Havana and N. Orleans, and

back th e same wa v.
From New York to Aspinwall , a nd ba ck.
From H avana to Asp in wa ll , a nd back .
Fro m New York to Ha vana and N . Orlean s, and

back th e same way .
From Ne w York to Aspi n wa ll, a nd ba ck.
From H avan a to Aspi n wa ll, a nd hack.
From New York to Havana and N. Orlean s, and

back th e same way.
From New Yor k to Aspi n wa ll , and back.
From H avan a to Aspi nwa ll, and back .
From New York to Ha va na an d New O rleans , and

back th e same way.
From New York to Asp inwall , and back .
From Havan a to Aspinwa ll , a nd back.
From New Yor k to Ha vana and Ne w O rlea ns , and

back the same way .
From New York to Asp in wa ll , and ba ck .
From Havana to Aspi nwa ll . and bac k to Havana

a nd New York.
108 Chronicle 102 / May 1979 / Vol. 31, No.2



Dale of Sailing
From N" II' York Sa me of Steamer Descri p ti on of Voy age

1855
J anuary

Februa ry

March

April

Ma y

June

July

August

2

5

16

17

20
2

5
9

17

20

25
2

5
9

17

20

23
2

5
8

17

20

23
2

5
8

17

21

23
2

5
II
18

20

25

2

5

17

20

2

4

6
17

EM PIRE CIT Y

GE O RGE LAW

EL DORADO

CRESCENT CITY

NO RTH STAR
EMP IR E CITY

GE O RGE LAW
EL DORADO
CRESCENT CIT Y

ILLI NOIS

EL DORADO
I' H ILAD ELPHIA

G EORGE LAW
EL DORADO
CRESCENT CITY

ILLI NOI S

EL DORADO
PHILAD ELPHIA

GE O RG E LAW
£ L DORADO
G RANA DA

ILLI NOIS

EL DORADO
E MPI R E CIT Y

GE O RGE LAW
£L DORADO
G RA NADA

ILLI NOIS

EL DORADO
EM PIRE CIT Y

G EO R G E LAW
EL DORADO
CRESCENT CIT Y

ILLINOIS

EL DORADO

G RAN ADA

GE O RG E LAW

C RESCENT CITY

EMP IRE CIT Y

G RANA DA

EL DORADO

G EO RGE LAW
CR ESCE NT CITY

From Ne w York to H avan a a nd New Orlean s. and
back the same wav,

From Ne w York to Asp inwa ll. and ba ck via Ha
vana .

From New Yor k to Asp in wall via Havana, and
ba ck to Havana.

From New Yor k to Ha van a a nd New Orlea ns,
and ba ck th e same way.

From Ne w York to Aspinwall . a nd back.
From Ne w York to H avana and Ne w Orleans. and

ba ck the same way.
From Ne w York to Asp inwa ll. a nd ba ck.
From Havan a to Asp inwa ll. a nd back.
From Ne w York to Ha van a and New Orleans.

a nd hack th e same wav.
From New York to Asp inw a ll via Kin gston . and

back direct.
From Ha van a to Asp inwa ll. and hack.
From Ne w York to Havana a nd Ne w Orleans. and

back th e sam e way .
From New York to Aspin wall . a nd back.
From H avana to Aspinwall . a nd back.
From Ne w York to Ha vana and Ne w Orleans. and

ba ck th e same wav,
From New York to Asp inwa ll via Kin gston . and

back direct.
Fro m Havana to Aspinwall. a nd hack .
From Ne w York to Havana and Ne w Orleans. and

back th e same wav .
From Ne w York to Asp inwa ll. a nd hack.
hom Havana to Asp inwa ll . and hack.
From Ne w York ( 0 H avan a a nd Ne w Orlean s. a nd

back the same wa y.
Fro m New York to Aspinwall via Kin gston. and

ba ck direct.
From H avana to Asp inwall . and back.
From New York to H avana and New Orleans,

and back the same way.
From Ne w York to Aspinwall . and back.
From Havana to Asp inwa ll . a nd ba ck.
From Ne w York to Havana a nd N. Orl eans. and

back th e same way.
From Ne w York to Aspinwall via Kingston . and

back d ir ect.
From H avana to Aspinwall . and hack.
From Ne w Yo rk to H a van a a nd New Orleans. and

back th e sam e wav.
From New York to Aspinwall . and back.
From H avana to Asp inwa ll . and hack.
From Ne w York to H avana and 1':. Orleans. and

back th e sa llie way .
From New York to Asp inwa ll. and back via King 

ston ,
Fr om Havana to Aspinwall . a nd hack to Hav an a

and New York .
From New Yor k to Ha van a a nd Ne w O rleans. a nd

ba ck th e sa me way.
From Ne w York to Asp inwa ll . and hack via Ha

va na.
From New York to Ha vana and New Orlean s. and

back th c same way.
From New York to Asp inwall via Havana . and

ba ck th e sa me wav.
From Ne w York to Havana and Ne w Orlean s.

and back th e same way.
From New York to Aspi nwa ll via Ha van a . and

back to Havan a.
From Ne w Yor k to Aspinwall . and back .
From New York to Havana and Ne w Orleans. and

back th e same way.
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Dat e of Sailing
From New York Nam e of Steamer Description of Voyage

1855 (Cont.)
AURusI
September

October

No vember

December

Jan uary

February

March

April

20
3

5

17

20
23
2

5
14
17

20
28
2

5
17

20
21

24

3

7
17

20
22
24

2

6
10
18

21
26
2

5
11
18

20

25
3

5
10
17

20
2

5

8
17

21

EMPIRE CITY
GRANADA

GEORGE LAW

CRESCENT CITY

EMPIRE CITY
EL DORADO
PHILADELPHIA

GEORGE LAW
EL DORADO
GRANADA

EMPIRE CITY
EL DORADO
CRESCENT CITY

GEORGE LAW
G RANADA

EMPIRE CITY
PHILADELPHIA

EL DORADO

CRESCENT CITY

GEORGE LAW
GRANADA

EL DORADO
EMPIRE CITY
PHILADELPHIA

NO RT H STAR

GEORGE LAW
PHILADELPHIA
GRANADA

ST. LOUIS
PH ILADELPHIA
EMPIRE CITY

ILLINOIS
PHILADELPHIA
GRANADA

GEO R G E LAW

PHILADELPHIA
EMPIRE CITY

ILLINOIS
PHILADELPHIA
GRANADA

GEORGE LAW
EMPIRE CITY

ILLINOIS

PHILADELPHIA
GRANADA

GEORGE LAW

From New York to Aspinwall, a nd back.
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

back the same way .
From New York 10 Aspinwall , and back via Ha

vana.
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

back the same way.
From New York 10 Asp inwall , and back.
From Havana 10 Aspi nwall , and bac k .
From New York 10 H ava na and New Orlea ns, and

ba ck th e sam e way.
From New York 10 Aspinwall, and back.
From Havana 10 Asp inwall , and ba ck .
From New York to Havana and New Orleans. and

back same way.
From New York to Aspinwa ll and back.
From Havana 10 Aspinwall and back.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, a nd

back same way.
From New York to Aspinwa ll, and back.
From New York to H ava na and New Orleans, and

back same wav .
From New Yor k \0 Asp inwall , and back.
From New York 10 Havana and Aspinwall, and

ba ck to Havana .
From Havana to Aspinwall, and back 10 Havana

a nd New Orleans.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans ,

(wrecked on th e passage, but mails saved
and de livered).

From New York to Aspinwall , a nd back.
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

back sam e way.
Fr om New Orleans to Ne w York. via Havana .
From New York 10 Aspinwall , a nd back.
From Havana 10 Aspinwall , and back.

1856
From Ne w York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

back same way.
From New York 10 Asp inwall , and back.
From Havana 10 Aspinwall and back.
From N ew York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

back same way.
From New York to Aspinwalt a nd back.
From H ava na to Aspinwall and back.
From New York to H avan a and N . Orleans, and

back same wav .
From New York 10 Asp inwall and back.
From Havana 10 Asp inwall , and back.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, and

back th e same way .
From New York to Aspinwall, and back via Ha

vana .
From Ha vana 10 Aspinwall and back.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans, a nd

back the same wav,
From New Yor k 10 Aspi nwall , and back.
From Havana 10 Aspinwall, and back.
From New York to Havana and Ne w Orleans,

and back the same way .
From New York 10 Aspinwall , a nd ba ck via Havana.
From New York 10 Havana an d New Orleans, a nd

back the same way.
Fro m New York 10 Aspinwall via Havana , an d

back the same way.
From Havana 10 Aspinwall , and back.
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans, and

back the same wav .
From New York to Aspinwa ll via Havana, a nd

back d irect.
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6

6

5

5

Na m e of Steamer D escri p t ion of Vuy age

1856 (Cont.)
Fro m Havan a to Asp in wa ll , and back to H avana

a nd New York.
From Ne w York to H avana a nd Ne w Orleans, and

ba ck the sa me way.
Fro m New York to Aspi n wa ll via H avana , and

back th e sa me way .
From New York to New Orleans, via Ha vana.
From New York to Aspi nwa ll via Kingston, and

back direct.
From Ne w Orlean s to Aspinwall , a nd ba ck.
From Ne w York to H a vana and Ne w Orl eans, and

back th e sa me way.
From New York to Asp in wa ll via Kingston , and

back th e sa me way .
Fro m Ne w Orleans to ' H avana a nd Ne w York.
From Ne w O rleans to Asp in wall , and back.
Fro m Ne w York to H avana a nd New Orleans, and

back th e sam e way.
From New York to Asp in wa ll via Kingston , and

back direct.
From Ne w Orleans to Aspinwall , and back.
From Ne w York to Havana a nd N. Orleans, and

back th e same way.
From New York to Asp inwa ll via Kingston , and

back direct.
From New Orleans to Aspinwall , and back.
From New York to Havana a nd New Orleans, and

ba ck th e same way.
From N . York to Aspinwall , a nd back.
From New O rleans to Aspinwall , and back.
From Ne w York to Havana a nd Ne w Orleans, and

back the sa me wa y.
From New York to Aspinwall , a nd back via Key

West.
From New Orlean s to Aspinwall , and back.
From Ne w York to Havana a nd Ne w Orleans,

a nd ha ck th e same wa y.
From New York to Aspinwall , and back via

Havana.
From Ne w York to Havana a nd New Orleans,

a nd back th e same wa y.
From New York to Asp in wa ll via Kingston , and

back direct.
From New Orleans to Asp in wa ll, and back to

Havana.
From Ne w York to H avana a nd N. Orleans, and

ba ck th e same way.
From Ne w York to Aspinwall via Kingston , and

back direct.
From H a van a to Aspinwall , and back.
From New York to Asp in wa ll and back to New

York.
From Ne w York to H av ana and New Orleans and

ba ck th e sa me wa y.
From New York to Havana and Ne w Orleans and

ha ck th e same way.
From Ne w York to Aspinwall and back to New

York.
From New York to H avana and Ne w Orleans and

bac k th e sa me way.
From Ne w York to Aspinwall and back to New

York.
From Ne w York to H avan a a nd Ne w Orleans and

back th e sam e way .
From Ne w York to Aspi nwa ll a nd back to Ne w

York .
From New York to H avana a nd New Orleans and

back th e sa me way .
From Ne w York to Aspi nwa ll and back to New

EMPIR E CITY

PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA

ILLI NOIS

PHILADELPHIA

DA N. W EB ST ER
PHI LADELPHIA

EMPIRE CIT Y

ILLINOIS

ILLINOIS

ILLI NOIS

DAN. W EBSTER
PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA

ILLINOIS

EMPIRE CITY

ILLI NOIS

ILLI NOIS

G RANADA
ILLINOIS

GEO RGE LAW

G EOR GE LAW

GE O RGE LAW

EMPIRE CITY

G RANADA

GR AN ADA
EMP I R E CITY

GE O RGE LAW

G RANA DA
CEO RGE LAW

GE O RG E LAW

PROMETH EUS
G RANADA
EMPI RE CIT Y

G RANA DA
STA R O F THE

WEST
A R IEL
DAN . W EB STER
PHILAD ELPHIA

17
20

23
2

5

5
7

17

20

22
2

5

7
19

22

20

17

7

17

Dale of Sa iling
Fro m N ell' Yo rk

20

7
18

5

Novem be r 3

17

Ap ri l 24

Ma y 2

5

December 2

20

24
October 6

21
22

Au gust 2

September 5

June

July
York.
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March 5

Decem ber 17

20

From New York to H avana and New Orlean s and
back th e same wav.

From Ne w York to Asp inwall and ba ck to New
York.

From New York to Ha vana and New Orlean s and
back the same way.

From New York to Aspinwall and back to Ne w
York .

Name of Steam er Description of Voyage
1856 (Cont.)

From New York to H avan a and New Orleans and
back th e same way.

Fro m New York to Aspinwall and ba ck to New
York.

1857
From Ne w York to Aspinwall and ba ck to New

York .
Fro m New York to H avan a and Ne w Orleans and

back th e same way.
From New York to Aspinwall and back to New

York.
From Ne w York to H avan a and New Orleans and

back th e same way.
From New York to Aspinwall and back to New

York .
From New York to Havana and New Orleans and

back the same wav.
From Ne w York to Aspinwall and back to New

York.
From New York to Aspinwall and back to New

York .
From New York to Havana and New Orleans and

back th e sam e way,
From New York to H avan a and New Orleans and

back th e same way.
From New York to Aspinwall and back to New

York .
From New York to H avana and New Orleans and

back th e same wav ,
From ' New York to Aspinwall and back to New

York.
From New York to Havana and Ne w Orleans and

back th e same way.
From New York to Aspinwall and back to Ne w

York .
From New York to Aspinwall and back to New

York.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans and

ba ck the same wav,
From New York to Asp inwall and back to New

York.
From New York to Aspinwall and back to Ne w

York.
From New York to Havan a and New Orleans and

ba ck th e same wav.
From New York to Aspinwall and ba ck to New

York .
From New York to Havana and New Orleans and

back th e same wav.
From New York to Aspinwall and back to Ne w

York
From New York to Havan a and 1'\ C\I' Orlea ns and

back th e same wav,
From New York to Asp in wall and back to New

YOlk.
From New York to Havan a and New Orleans and

ba ck th e same way.
From New York to Asp inwall and back to New

York.
From New York 10 Havana and New Orleans and

ba ck th e same way.
From New York to Asp inwall.

EMPI RE CITY

PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA

EMPIR E CI T Y

EMPIRE CITY

EMPIRE CITY

ILLINOIS

ILLI NOIS

PHILADELPHIA

ILLINOIS

ILLINOIS

GEORGE LAW

CE NTRAL
AMERICA

PHILADELPHIA

ILLINOIS

GEORGE LAW

EMPIRE CITY

ILLINOIS

ILLINOIS

EMPIRE CITY

EMPIRE CITY

EMPIRE CITY

GEORGE LAW

CENTRAL
AMERI CA

PHILADELPHIA

GEORGE LAW

GEORGE LAW

ILLINOIS

GEORGE LAW

EMPIRE CITY

STAR OF THE
WEST

EMPIRE CITY

NO RT H ER N
LIGHT

STAR OF THE
WEST

PHILADELPHIA

6

6

17

20

17

20

5

18

20

5

17

20

2

6

17

20

2

Date of Sailing
From New Yo rk

20

5

17

20

5

19

5

17

21

17

20

Augu st 3

September 2

January 5

Februa ry 2

May

July

April

June
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Th. "North. rn light" was orig inally built for Cornelius Vanderbilt's Nicaragua rout. . In 1857 it was briefl y
used by the U.S. Meil Steemship Co. for the run between New York end Asp inw ell.

From Ne w York 10 H ava na and New Orleans an d
back the sam e wav.

From New York to Aspinwall a nd hack to New
York.

1858
From New York 10 H ava na a nd New Orleans and

ha ck th e sa me wa y.
From New York 10 Aspi nwa ll a nd back 10 New

York.
From Ne w Yor k to Havana and New Orleans and

back th e same wa y.
From New York 10 Aspinwall and back to Ne w

York.
From New York to H avana a nd Ne w Orlea ns and

back the sa me wa y.
From New York 10 Aspinwa ll a nd hack to Ne w

York.
From New York to Hava na a nd New Orlean s and

hack the sa me wa y.
From New York to Asp inwall and back to Ne w

York.

Name of Steam er Description of Voyage

1857 (Cont.)
From New York to H a va na a nd New Orleans and

back th e sallie way.
Fro m New York to Aspinwall a nd back to Ne w

York.
From New York to H avana a nd New Orleans and

back th e sa llie way .
From New York to Aspinwa ll and back to New

York.
From Ne w York to H ava na and New Orleans and

back the same way.
From New Yo rk to Aspinwall and back to Ne w

York.
From New York to Havana a nd New Orleans and

back th e sa me wav .
Fro m New Yor k to Aspinwall and ba ck to New

York.
From New York 10 Havana and New O rl eans and

back th e sallie wav.
From New York to Aspinwa ll.

PHILAD EL PHIA

MOSES TAYLOR

EMPIRE CITY

MOSES TAYLO R

NO RT H ERN
LI G H T

P HILADELPHIA

ILLI NOIS

GRANADA

NO RTHERN
LI GHT

PHILAD ELP HIA

STA R OI' T H E
WEST

EMP IRE CITY

GRANADA

STA R OF T HE
WEST

EMPIRE CITY

STAR OF THE
WEST

PH I LAD EL PHIA

STA R OF T HE
WEST

5

17

21

5

17

20

5

17

20

2

5

18

20

2

7

17

20

Dat e of Sailing
From N ew Yo rk

P H ILADELPH IA

STAR OF THE
WEST

February

December 2

Novem be r 2

October 2

January
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18

6

6

5

PHILAD ELPHIA

EMPI RE CIT Y

MO SES TAYLO R

MO SES TAYLOR

PHILADELPHIA

MO SES T AYLOR

MO SES TAYLO R

PHILAD ELPHIA

MOSES T AYLOR

MOSES TAYLOR

PHILAD ELPHIA

PHILAD ELPHIA

PHILAD ELPHIA

PHILAD ELPHIA

MOS ES TAYLOR

MOSES TAYLOR

ILLI NOIS

Na m e of Steamer Description of Voyage
1858 (Cont.j

From New York to Havan a and New Orleans and
back th e same way .

From New York to Asp inwa ll and back to New
York.

DANI EL W EBSTER From New York to H ava na and New Orlea ns and
back the same way .

Fro m New York 10 Havan a and Ne w Orleans and
bac k the same way.

From New York to H avan a and New Orleans and
back th e same way.

Fro m New Yor k to Aspi nwa ll and back to New
York.

From New York to Havan a and New Orlean s and
back th e same way .

From Ne w York to Aspi nwall and back to New
York.

Fro m New York to Havana and New Orlean s and
back th e same way.

From New Yor k to Aspinwa ll and back to New
York.

From New York to H avana and New Orleans and
back th e same wa y.

Fro m New York to Asp inwall and back to Ne w
York .

From New York to Havana and New Orlean s and
back th e same way.

From New York to Aspin wa ll and back to New
York.

From New York to Havan a and New Orlean s and
back th e same way.

From New York to Asp inwall and back 10 New
York .

From Ne w York to Havan a and Ne w Orleans
and back th e same way.

Fro m New York to Aspi nwall and back to New
York.

Fro m New Yor k to Hava na and New Orlea ns an d
back th e same way.

Fro m New York to Asp inwa ll and back to New
York.

Fro m New York to H avan a and Ne w Orleans and
back th e same way.

From New York to Aspi nwal l and back to Ne w
York.

DANI EL W EBST ER From New York to Havan a and New Orleans and
ba ck th e same wav.

From New York to Aspi nwa ll and back to New
Yo rk.

From Ne w York to Ha vana and New Orleans and
ba ck th e same wav,

From New York to Aspi n wall and ba ck to New
York .

From Ne w York to Havan a and New Orleans and
back th e same way.

From New York to Aspinwa ll and back to New
Yo rk.

From New York to Havan a and New Orleans an d
ba ck th e same way.

From New York to Aspi nwa ll and ba ck to New
York .

From New York to H avan a and New Orleans and
back th e same wav.

From New York to Aspi nwa ll and back to New
Yor k.

Fro m New York to H avan a and New Orleans and
back th e same way.

From New York to Aspi nwa ll and back to New
York .

Fro m New York 10 Havan a an d New Orleans and
back th e sallie way .

STA R OF THE
W EST

EMPIR E CIT Y

STAR OF THE
W EST

El\I P IR E CIT Y

STAR O F T H E
WEST

PHILADELPH1A

STAR OF T H E
W EST

E MPI RE CIT Y

STAR OF THE
W EST

EMPIRE CITY

STAR O F T H E
W EST

E MPI RE CITY

STA R OF T H E
WEST

EMPIRE CITY

ST AR OF THE
WES T

EMPIR E CIT Y

18

5

17

20

2

5

17

21

2

6

20

2

5

17

20

3

17

20

5

17

17

20

20

5

18

20

Date of Sail ing
From New York

March 4

April

May

Augus t 2

June

July

Nove mber 3

October 2

Septem ber 2
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Figure 3. An example of the New York City ocean mail town mark incorpor.ting • sm.1I grid, used to O,egon
ralh., than California. Th. 10¢ ,al. was ov.rpaid 2¢, although 1¢ may hoy. b••n u••d to ply Ihe CIrri., ,"t.
f,om a pick .up poinl to the N.w York po.I off ic•. Carri.d by Ih. " Mo••• Taylo,."

Mar ch 3

December 2

November 20

February 2

Name of Steamer Descri ption of Voyage

1858 (Cont.)
From New York to Aspi nwall and back to New

York .
From New York to H avana and New Orl eans and

bac k the same way.
From New York to Aspinwall and back to New

York .
From New York to Aspinwall and bac k to Ne w

York.
1859
From New York to Havana and New Orleans and

back the same way.
From New York to Aspinwa ll and back to . New

York.
Fro m New York to Asp inwall and back to Ne w

York.
From New York to Hava na and New Orleans and

back the same way.
From New York to Aspi nwa ll and back to New

York.
From Ne w York to Havan a and New O rleans and

back the same way.
Fro m Ne w York to Aspinwall and back to New

York.
From New YOlk to H avan a and New O rleans and

back th e same wav.
From New York to Aspi nwa ll and back to New

York .
Fro m New York to Havan a and New O rlea ns and

back the same way.
Fro m New York to Aspinwall a nd bac k to New

York.
From New York to Havana and New Orleans and

back the same way.
From New York to Aspi nwall and back to New

York.
From New York to H avana and New Orleans and

back the same way.
From New York to Aspi nwall and back to New

York.
From New York to Havana and New Orlea ns and

back the same way.

PHILADELPH IA

PH ILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA

ILLI NOI S

ILLINOIS

STA R OF THE
WEST

EM PIRE CITY

MOSES TAYLOR

EMPIRE CITY

ILLI NOIS

MOSES TAYLOR

ILLI NOIS

STAR OF T H E
WE ST

EMP IRE CITY

STAR OF THE
WEST

EM PIRE CITY

ILLINOIS

EMPIRE CITY

EMPIRE CITY

MOSES TAYLOR

2

5

18

20

2

7

17

21

5

17

21

6

20

20

Date of Sailine
From New York

May

April

J anu ary 3

6
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August 2

Scp tenl be r 5

Dat e of Sailing
From N ew York

PHILADELPHIA

N ame of Steam er Description of Voyage
1859 (Cant.)

From New York to AspinwaIl and back to New
York.

Fro m New York to Havana and New Orleans and
back th e same wa v.

Fr om New York to AspinwaIl a nd back to New
York.

From Ne w York to AspinwaIl a nd back to New
York.

From New York to Havana a nd Ne w Orleans
and ba ck th e same wa y.

From New York to AspinwaIl and back to New
York.

From Ne w York to Havana and New Orleans and
back the same wa y.

From New York to AspinwaIl and back to New
York.

From New York to Havana and New Orleans and
back th e same way .

From New York to Aspinwall and back to New
York .

From New York to Havana and New Orleans and
back the same way .

From New York to Aspinwall and back to New
York.

From New York to H avana a nd New Orleans and
back th e same wa y.

From New York to AspinwaIl and back to New
York.

From New York to Asp in wa Il and back to New
York .

From New Yor k to H avana a nd New Orleans and
back th e sam e way .

From New York to Asp inwall and ba ck to New
York.

PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA

MOSES TAYLOR

MOSES T AYLO R

MOSES TAYLOR

PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA

STAR OF THE
W EST

STAR OF THE
WEST

EMPIRE CITY

STAR OF THE
W EST

MOSES TAYLOR

STAR OF THE
WEST

MOSES TAYLO R

STAR OF THE
WEST

EMPIRE CITY

5

I7

20

6

17

20

2

5

18

5

17

20

17

20

20

May

June

July

When th e mail contract expired at the end of Sep temb er, 1859, the U. S.
Mail Steamship Company retired from the field , and Cornelius Vanderbilt was
awarded the en tire contract for service from New York to San Francisco. Thus,
the U. S. Mail Steamship Company sailings terminated with the voyage of the
Star of th e W est on September 20, 1859.

I wish to acknowledge the assistance of Gerard J. Neufeld for an intensive
day spent in verifying the several sailing dates with me at the Library of the
New York His torical Society ; also Thomas J. Alexander , who prodded me into
the preparation of this article.
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1 JULY 1851 STAMPLESS FIRST DAY OF RATE COVERS
MICHAEL C. O'REILLY

(Photography by Bob Effinger, Jacksonville, Ala.)

Being an avid collector of Alabama postal history, I have long desired to
own a 3¢ 1851 orange brown on a cover from an Alabama town postmarked 1
July 1851. As such thin gs are very scarce and known only from Mobile, I have
had to look for another way to show this imp ort ant date in my collection. Thus,
my efforts ere dir ected to finding stampless covers showing the first da y of
the new postage rates. I have found stampless covers to be almost as scarce as
covers with stamps on them.

}

)

t . '

Figure 1. Menustript pos tmerk of Hope, AI• ., July I, 1851 . Reted 5; due as unpeid letter.

To date, I have found only two stampless covers postmarked the first day
of the new postage rat es (Figures 1 and 2). Fortunately, both covers were com
plete with contents, so the dateline of the lette rs provided documentation that

/ -

'\.
t ",

,,~ 'Y

~

/1 / ('(,

;/
/'

Fi,ure 2. First day ',f 3; prepaid rate from Tuscaloose , Ale., Ju ly I, 1851 . Hendstemp "5" eyldently etrvck In
.rror.
Chronicle 102 / May 1979 / Vol. 31. No. 2 II7



the yea r of use was 1851. Figure 1 shows a manuscript "Hope Ala/July I"
postmark with the correct ra te of five cents due for an unpai d single rate stamp
less letter.

The Tuscaloosa cover (Figure 2)) is interes ting because th e letter is ap 
parently overpaid by two cents. On 1 July 1851, the rate for a single rate paid
letter dropped from five cents to three cents, regardless of whether or not a
stamp was used. We can surmise th at the postmaster just rated the letter with
the old five cent rate mark out of hab it. All markings are in bl ack. The "5" hand
stamp is one of four different used by the Tuscaloosa post office during the
period from 1846 to 1851.

Both th is wri te r and the section editor would welcome reports of other
1 July 1851 stampless covers. Reports need not be limit ed to Alabama covers.
This writer can be reached at 1405 App alachee Drive, Huntsville, AL 35801.
INFORMATION WANTED
Can anyone identify th e oblitera tor shown on th e cover illustrated here,

or provid e us with th e provenance of the cover? It bears neither a townmark
nor a rate. Because of this, the New Orleans destination, and the notation
"Politeness E. Whitehead Esq.", it seems possible th at it may be a name-of-boat
marking.
For My Outrlqht Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

A
AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
llS Chronicle 102 / May 1979 / Vol. 31, No.2



PlllLATELIC BffiLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

COLOR
Methuen Handbook of Color

1978, 3rd edition, 252 pages, cloth $17.50

UNITED STATES
Wells Fargo in Arizona Territory by J and L. Theobald

I 978, 224 pages, cloth $ 12 .50

I Alaska, Naval Postmarks of Territorial Alas ka by Dr. R. W. Helbock
1978, 266 pages, spi ral bound, edition of 300 cop ie s $17.50

Minnesota, The Post Offices by Patera and Gallagher
1978, 280 pages, cloth, mostly a listing of PO's $20.00

Washington, Postmarked Washington, Jefferson, Clallan & Mason
Counties by Guy Reed Ramsey
1978, 192 pages, cloth, four color plates $ 12.50

Washington, Postmarked Washington, Lewis and Cowlitz Counties
by Guy Reed Ramsey
1978, 250 pages, card $7.50

US 3¢ Green 1870-1 B87 by Wiley, US 1887 3 Cent Verm illion by Davis
The Wiley booklet is a reprint of the first edition and not the second
thus the Nast article on cance llat ions is not present.
1979, reprint of 1915 and 1922 booklets, 48 pages, card $7.95

History of the US Pioneer and Government-Operated Air Ma il Service
1910-1928 by O'Sullivan and Weber
1973, 190 pages, cloth $10.00

BRITISH
British County Catalogue 1 by R. M. Wilcocks and B. Jay

The first comprehensive attempt at a GB stampless cove r catalog
1978, 90 pages, cloth, autographed $15 .00

British Postmarks, A Short History and Guide by Alco ck and Holland
1977, 318 pages, cloth $15 .00

Repa irs of the 1841 One Penny, Plates 1-40 by J.W.M. Stone
88 pages plus 14 plates in poc ket, cloth $18 .75

FOREIGN
Japanese Post Offices in China and Manchuria by John Mosher

1978, 229 pages, cloth $30.00

St Helena Postal History and Stamps by Edward Hibbert
1979, 208 pages, cloth, four pages in color $37.50

Postal History and Stamps of Bermuda by M. H. Ludington
1978 reprint of 1962 book, some new material, 432 pages, cloth $40.00

Posted in Gibraltar, An Illustrated Postal History, by W. Hine-Haycock
1978, 130 pages, three pages in color, cloth $31 .25

Postal Agencies in Eastern Arabia & Gulf by Donaldson
1975, 258 pages, fold out marking chart, cloth $21 .50

Specimen Stamps of British India by Marcus Samuel
1978, 40 pages, spiral bound, ed ition of 250 $10.00

Postal Stationery of Ind ia by Derek Lang
1979, in transit, edition of 500 $6.25

MARITIME
North Atlantic Seaway by N.R P. Bonsor

Vol 1, 1975, 471 pages, cloth $19.95
Vol 2, 1978, 394 pages, cloth $19.95

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 4022]
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
PRISONERS OF TEXAS
KENNETH A. WH ITTLE

Albe rt E. Proctor calls General Meredith's attentio n to th e condition of
the offi cers of th e Forty-seco nd Massachu setts V olunteers captured at Galveston ,
T ex., and wis hes effo rts made for their release.

The above is an exce rp t from the Official Records, occasioned , it is believed
by some stateme nt in the Pro ctor correspondence, a portion of whose covers
are presented in this article . Th e Albert E. Proctor mentioned was a brother of
the prisoner , Capt. A. N. Proctor, and an addressee of man y of the covers .

T he 42d Massachuse tts Volunteers were orga nize d at Camp Meigs, Massa 
chusetts, Nove mber 11, 1862, and sailed from New York December 2 for New
Orleans, La. Companies "D","G", and 'T' pr eceded the rest of the regiment to
New Orleans in th e steamer Saxon, arriving there December 16, 1862, the date
which appears in manuscript on the cover in Figure 1. This cover bears the
legend , "Sold ier's Letter" with the endorsement of "G . J. Sanger, Chaplain 42
M.V.M." as pr escribed by postal regulations for soldier's letters sent unpaid ; the
cove r is hand-stamped "U.S. SH IP 3cts", indicatin g three cents due, and that
the letter had been carried north in naval mail. On December 21, the Saxon ,
carrying th e companies not ed above, sailed for Galv eston, Texas, where these
troops were landed at Kuhn's wh arf on December 24.

I ~ 't • , ... ( t . 't >-1·,
i_/ :/ '

Figur. 1. Cov.r from Proctor correspondence sent al so ldier 's I. tt. , endorsed by Chiplain Singer .ft., reg i",....
reached Ne w Orl.ans Dec. 16, 1862 .

Technically, Galveston had been captured by threat of the guns of ships
under Commander W. R. Renshaw but there had been no landing force to secure
it-that was the mission assigned to the 42d Massachusetts. On the morning of
January 1, 1863, th e Confederates attacked by land and sea , capturing these
companies as well as some of the ships. A detailed report of the action was
made by Lieut. Charl es A. Davis, Adjutant of the Regiment, in the Official Rec 
ords . The regime nt- me n and probably officers-was sent to Houston. Th e rank
and file of the 42d Mass Vols. were moved from Hou ston via the New Orleans
and Texas Railroad to Beaumont, where, because of high water , they were
transferred to th e steame r Roe-Buck and sailed up the Sabine River to Barr's
Ferry, La., arrivin g th ere Feb . 5th. Here the captives wait ed for wagons for
tran sportation to Alexa ndri a, La.

This movem ent was mad e under the command of W , J. Howerton, Lieut.
120 Chronicle 102 / Ma y 1979 / Vol. 31, No.2



\ VAR IJF.I' ART M E S T , A D IO TA S T ·GENE RAI. ·S O FF ICE, }

W ASHI NG10S , July 31.

ProvoArmy, C. S. He says, "On my arrival at Alexandria . . . I was ordered by
Major-General Taylor to parole my prisoners and proceed under a flag of
truce to Port Hudson and report to General F . Gardner , commanding there.
On the 23d I arrive d at Port Hudson meeting Major Watts an d Colonel
[Major] Szymanski, exchange officers on the part of the Confederate States
Government, returning from Baton Rouge with C. S. prisoners that day ex
changed. I was ord ered immediately to proceed accompanied by Colonel
[Major] Syzmanski to Baton Rouge and there turn over the prisoners in my
charge to the U.S. exchange officer. On the 24th we arrived at and turned
over all.. . . I herewith hand you the receipt of Colonel [Major] Szymanski,
the exchange officer on the part of the Confederate States Government, for the
330 prisoners under my charge." Th ese prisoners came down on the United
States transport Ib erville, and were assigned to Parole Camp Bayou, Gentilly.

Paroled soldiers, until exchanged, were not permitted to do any work of
a soldier; the penalty if captured after a parole violation could be death. Gen
eral Grant at Chattanooga recaptured some soldi ers paroled at Vicksburg and
not exchanged; their violation was not volunta ry but ordered by Jefferson Davis.
Grant wired Washington- "Should these soldiers be treated according to cus
tom?" Wa shington wired back, "No".

,:j .
'v : < ~ "('7

/ ;f/~.J•./

J
Figure 2. Another .oldier'. leHor ondor. od by Chaplain Sanger after hi. parole. He had been taken prisoner in
Tex.. wilh the re.1 of the 42nd M....

Chaplain Sanger had been captured at Galveston and he mad e the trek
to Alexandria. Here, instead of being paroled, he was un conditionally released ,
which permitted him to endorse soldier's mail without violating a parole. The
cover in Figure 2 bears the postmark, "NEW ORLEANS, LA., MAR 25, 1863,"
a "DUE 3" within a circle and a large "3." The cover is endorsed "Sanger,
Chaplain."

Th e officers of the 42d Mass. Vols. neither mad e thi s trip, nor were they
paroled; instead th ey were kept in close confinement. While a part of the
trouble may have lain in the disorganized methods of the Trans-Mississippi
Dep artment, a grea ter influ ence was that th ere were two negroes, servants of
the colonel, in the regiment when captured . Davis had proclaimed against of
ficers of such reg iments, and the prolonged correspondenc e of Proctor test ifies
to delayed action on these officers. Th e act ion on the negroes is told in th e
Official Records in an order issued by Pres. Lincoln, and correspondence about
the 42d Mass.:

G t: NERAI. ORDER No. 252.
T H E followi ng order of thc P residen t is published for rhe informatio n and gOI'ern ·

ment of all concerned :
EXECUTl VF. M AS SIO N, \ V.\SIll NC,T O N. J ul y 30.

I t is the duty of every governmcnt to give p rot ection to it s citizens of whatever
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cla ss. col o r . o r condi t io n, especi a lly th ose who a re dnly orga n ized as soldiers in the
public service. The law of nat ion s and the usa~cs and cus toms of war, as carried on
by civilized powers, permit no dis t inct ion as to color in th e tr eatment o f prisoners
of war as p u b lic enemies. To sell or ens lave any captu red per son on account of his
colo r. a nd for no offence aga ins t the laws of war , is a relapse into barbari sm a nd a
cri me agains t the civ ilizat ion of th e age. T he Governmen t of th e U n ited States will
give the sa me protection to all its soldiers, a nd if th e enemy shall sell or e ns lave any
o ne because of h is co lo r. th e offence sha ll be punished by rerailiarion upon th e
ene my's p ri soners in o ur possession . It is therefore ordered th at fo r eve ry soldier of
th e U n ited States killed in vio lation of th e law s of wa r, a reb el sold ier sha ll be ex ecu ted.
a nd for everyone enslaved by the ene my or sold in to slavery. a re be l so ld ier shall
be pl aced a t hard labor o n th e public works. and con tinue d at suc h labor until th e
other sh a ll be rel eased and rece ive th e trea tm en t due to a p rison er of war.

A BRA HAM LI NCO LN.
By order of th e Secretary of W ar.

E. D. TOWNSEND,

Ad jutant-GeneraI.

C AM BRIDGEPORT, M ASS•• April 11, 1863.
H on . A BRA HA M LINCOLN.

H ONORED SIR: I canno t b r in g my mind in to a sta te to apologize for ad d ressing you on
a su bject calculated to arouse th e deep est fee lings o f th e human sou l. I have before
me in m y office a weeping m o ther, a Chr istian wom an . wh ose oldest son has been sold
as a slave in Houston , Tex. , having been ca p tu red in th e cit y of Ga lveston with the
Forty-second R egiment. H e is a noble bo y, born in Boston. His mother is a member
of th e First Baptist Church in this ci ty of wh ich I al so a m a member. He was a
Sabbath scholar in the school con nec ted with ou r church. This boy was earning about
$8 per month in one of the hou ses con nec ted with H arvard Co lle ge. He gave it all to
his mother, wh o is so white th a t she is not suspected as having a ny negro blood in h er
veins. She is well educa ted a nd in every respect a perfect lad y. H er agon y is intense.
heartrending, and ye t su bdued by th at Ch r istia n fortitude that susta ins her in her
thoughts and emotions of d espair as she brood s over her loss a nd the su fferin gs of
her son, born in fr eed om. but which th e mi ght of thirty mill ion s o f men ca n no t be 
ca u se they will not protect. Inform a tion has been received from the quartermaster of
the Forty-second that though earnest re mons tra nces were mad e agains t it and as
surances given that he was born free in Boston that he was sold for th e pitiful su m
o f $47. H e was a serva nt of Doctor Cumm ings . su rgeo n of the Forty-second Regi ment.
His cousin , Charles G . Amos, six tee n years old, was sold a t th e same time. He was
servan t of Colo nel Bu rrell , of the Forty-second Regiment. Who arc these you n g men
now sla ves in Texas? I wi ll tell you . T hei r great-grand fa ther was Prince Amos, who
fought a t Bunker Hill . H is wife, th e great-grand mo ther, no w lives in Andover (I
think) a t the great age o f ninet y-seven yea rs. She rece ives a pe ns ion fro m th e Un ited
States Govern men t now which ena b les her to li ve th e few re main ing hours o f her pro
longed ex is te nce . She hears wit h a ng uish tha t her grea t-grandc h ildren a re in that
sla very that none o f th e family ever kn ew before. During the lon g per iod of life th ey
have intermarried wit h the Indian s and whites. T here is some (though remotely)
neg ro bl ood, just en ough to give a sha de to th e skin . The woman I pl ead for is poor.
Sh e has not ye t rece ived a d oll ar from th e son who I presume has never see n a cent
of p ay since h is departu re from hom e.

Ca n a ny th in g be d on e for this po or , su ffer ing. p raying. Ch rist ia n woman? If there
is power in th e ag gregat ion of immen se power th at has been co nce n tra ted in your
han d s do I p resume in say ing you ou ght to do somethi ng? Would to God I had the
power. I would u se it.

Yours, tru ly, J OHN L. BARBOUR.
[ Indorsem ent]

E. A. HITCHCOCK .
M ajor-Genera! of Vo ls.• Commissioner fo r Excha nge of Pri soners.

W ASHI NGTO N . April 29, 1863 .
With re spect to the inclosed letter th e under signed resp ectfully refers to hi s in 

dorse me n t April 14. 1863, upon a letter from Hi s Excelle ncy Governor Andrew of the
8th instant o n the sa me su bjec t. and pa inful as the facts arc feel s obliged to repeat that
it see ms impossible to do a ny th ing for th e reli ef of th e bo ys except as the re sult
of success in th e prosecution of th e wa r.

It is manifest that a formal dem and for th e boys excep t at th e head of a con
qur ring ar my would be met with ins ult.

The census of covers of the Proctor prison correspondence is four from
Camp Groce, "all from th e same correspondence" according to Antrim; one
from Houston, one from Camp Ford, and two from unspecified points. Of the
Camp Groce covers , th e writer has seen only the illustration on page 137 of
Antrim's Civil War Prisons. Only three covers, including the illustrated Camp
Groce cover, bear year dates, making the order of Proctor's prison occupation
most uncertain.
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Antrim stated, "Proctor was in prison at Camp Groce, Hemstead, Texas,
November 1, 1863, at Camp Ford, Tyler , Texas, May 23, 1864, and at Houston,
Texas, February 16, (1864)."

Alex ter Braake in Texas : The Drama of Its Postal Past says, "It was de 
cided to use a former camp of instruction, two miles east of Hempstead for
this purpose. As such it became the first Confederate military prison west of
the Mississippi. Its name goes down in history as Camp Groce, and Capt. Proctor
was one of the first group of 110 men who arrived there from Houston on
June 13."

Neither of these authors considers where Proctor and these 110 men spent
the months from January 1, the date of capture, to June 13. According to ter
Braake, Proctor arrived from Houston, and that is the likely point of origin. It
was from here that the rank and file of the 42d Mass. started on the road
to parole in late January and early February 1863.

~ ~
"" .~

~6 cg~,c-JHi
Figure 3. Priloner of war I.tt.r of Capt. A. N. Proctor from Houston . Year uncertain.

Figure 3 shows the Houston prison cover which Antrim decided was mailed
in 1864. The cover carri es neither letter nor year date mark-it could ha ve been
sent in 1863. The cover bears the manuscript note in the upper right corner:
"Houston Texas /Soldier's lett er/Capt. A. N. Proctor/42 Reg. Mass." Running
up the left side is "Examined/W, Hyllested/Maj, & P. M. GenI." The cover bears
the handstamp, "U.S.SHIP 3CTS." indicating that it has been carried north
in a Federal ship.

The Guide to the Archives of the Confederate States of America says that
"Commanders of departments assigned provost marshals to cities , towns and
posts . . . ." Further it states "general and special orders [were] issued by
Maj. Waldemar Hyllested, provost marshal, and Lt. Col , John J. Myers and
Capt. Peter MacGreal, commanders of the post of Houston, Jan.-Dec. 8, 1863."
Hyllested was assigned to Houston in this period.

W. Hyllested examined the cover shown in Figure 4, which suggests that
this cover also originated in Houston. The cover bears the corner card of the
Brandreth House, New York City. The 42d Mass . sailed from New York for
New Orleans so Proctor may have stayed at this hotel before boarding the
Saxon. The hotel, with rooms at 50¢ per night, was not listed among those
finest to be burned by the Confederate arsonists who set out to fire New York
(Confederate Agent-James D. Horan). This cover was retained for its practical,
not sentimental, value and would be used early-probably in the six months
before going to Camp Groce.

The colonel of the 176th New York, captured in a hospital in Brash ear,
after various modes of travel, arrived at Houston by train and was lodged in
the former court house. This may have been where the officers of th e 42d
Mass. were lodged. Houston is about 50 miles northwest of Galveston, and
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Figure 4. Another Proctor cover from Texas, pos sibly Houston . Corner card of Brandreth House, New York City.

abo ut the same dis tance southeas t of Camp Groce; the entire area is relatively
close to the coast. The pr isoner's mail from this area bears the handstamp
U.S.SHIP 3CTS showing that it had passed to a Federal ship, prob ably at
Galveston since thi s port was almost constantly blockaded.

The war was affecting both the Confederat es and prisoners here. The
Guide to Federal Archives Relating to the Civi l WTar notes, "AGO General
Order 187, Nov. 15, 1862, detailed Maj. Gen . Ethan A. Hitchcock as Commis
sioner for the Excha nge of Prisoners . Until early in 1863 the system of exchange
agreed upon in the cartel apparently was respected by both sides, but the un
willingness of the Confede racy to exchange 'man for man' and to agree to the
exchange of colored troops or their white officers led to its br eakdown."

After the capture of Vicksburg and Port Hu dson, the Trans-Mississippi
became isolated from the cis-Mississippi and had to begin to develop an organi 
zation to handle th e function s once handled by Hichmond. Lt. Gen. E. Kirb y
Smith became commander of the Department, Mar. 7, 1863, and on Sept. 16,
1863, "directed th at all papers required by Army Reg ulations to be sent to
the ch iefs of the War Departm ent bureaus at Richm ond were to be sent
to the chiefs of th e bureaus at his headquarters." These bureaus were located at
his headquarters at Shrevep ort , La.

iY

....",. ,

Fig ure 5. Prisoner of war cover from A. N. Proctor at Camp Ford near Tyler, Texas. Postm.,kecl New Orleanl ,
M.y 23, 1864 .

The exchange of prisoners fell back to each department and each had to
deal with his Fed eral opposite. On Nov. 10, 1863, Lt. Gen. Smith ordered Maj.
Gen. Magruder to send to Shreveport all the [enlisted men] Federa l pri soners
he had as soon as possible. Magruder ordered:

The officers of the Harriet La ne referred to within and th e privat e [e n listed men]
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within referred to will be pa rol ed by Major H yllested and sent in cha rge of a com
pany fro m Camp Groce to Ty ler, where th e enli sted me n will be pa rol ed in du pli cate
and will be marched wi th the rest to Sh ....vcpor t and deli vered to the headquarters of
Li eutenan t-Gen eral Smith .

The commissioned officers [ Federa l priso ners] a t Camp Groce will be march ed ,
under guard of the detach ed company aforesaid , to T yler , and handed over th e re to
th e commanding officer for safe- keep ing .

Th e New York colonel mentioned above had been moved to Camp Groce
and lived under the same shelter used by th e Colonel of th e 42d Mass. Their
march started Dec. 11 and twelve days later they arrived at Tyler, some 200
miles north of Houston. It is assumed that Captain Proctor was with this group
since there is a cover, Figure 5, with "Examined R. A. Allen , Col. Comd. Camp
Ford" on the back. The cover is postmarked , "New Orleans, La., May 23, 1864."
and endorsed , "Soldiers Letter, O. Matthews, A.A. Genl. "

Figure 6. Cover Jjo.tm.,ked Now Orlo.n., Feb. 6, 1864, r.tod DUE 6. The only Proctor pri.on.r of war cover
shown he,e hln led in accordance with F.d.,.1 regulations. See '.xt.

There was another cover from Proctor prior to this postmarked "New
Orleans, La " Feb 6, '64" with a DUE 6 handstamp. On the left, in manuscript,
"from a prisoner of war /Texas Capt A. Proctor/ Examined & Approved ..."
but with no examiner's signature here; on the back is "Examined W. Hyllested,
Major & Pro. M. Genl of Texas." This was probably from the period when
Hyllested was moving the prisoners from Camp Groce to Tyler ; the routing of
this cover shown in Figure 6 is by land as with the cover in Fi gure 5. This is
the only cover where the Federal handling of the cover conforms with the
instruction, No. 27 governing milit ary mail:

In struction s No. 27. T he foll owin g ins tructions are in force from July I , 1863-
l. Letters wri tten by commissioned officers in th e milita rv or naval service canno t

be certified as sold ier's or na val lett ers.
2. Letters written by non -commission ed officers and privates in the military

service or th e naval service (embraci ng th e marine corps) on which postage is not
prep aid by sta mps, mu st be mar ked on the ou tside , over th e add ress , sold ier's letter,
or naval letter (as the case ma y be) and th is certifica te sig ned wi th hi s officia l desig 
nation by a field or staff officer of the regiment to whi ch he belon gs, or the offi cer in
command of h is det achment, or post , or a surgeo n or cha p la in . ...

3. If any milita ry or na val le tt er not thus duly cer tified shall be dep osit ed at
any post of fice for mailing, they sha ll nevertheless be mail ed but ra ted up to double
postage to be collec ted on de livery, as in othe r cases of unpaid letters.

4. T he law requi res prep aymen t of postage on a ll ord inary letters by sta mps, as
hithertofore, but this sectio n in te nds , a nd postm aste rs in structed , to use liberal di s
cretion in for warding unpaid letters de pos i ted for maili ng wh ere there is reason to
believe that suc h failu re to prepay was th e resu It of acciden t, ignorance , or any other
cau se th an design . charging th em dou ble rate of postage to be collec ted on deliv ery.
T he former pra ct ice of notice to th e party add re ssed is abo lished .

Proctor was a commissioned officer and his letters could not be legally
certified as soldier's or naval letters but his letter on arrival at New Orleans
was certified by a chaplain, the "Houston" cover wa s certified by Proctor, him-
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self, and one letter was endo rsed "Soldier's letter, O. Matthews, A.A.C." Antrim
illustr ated the Ca mp Croce cove r with "Naval Le tter. L. A. Kimberl y." In
addition one letter was carried by naval mail at three cents without any certifi
cation.

The writer has never examined the Camp Croce cover other than the il
lustration on page 137 of Antrim's Civil W ar Prisons. Across the top right
is "Naval Letter / L , A. Kimberly/examined." L. A. Kimb erly was a naval
lieuten ant at th e battle of Ga lveston, and a lieutenant commander and executive
officer of th e Hartford at th e battle of Mobile Ray in August 1864. According to
Antrim, this cover is endorsed on the back by Major' Szymanski who , as noted
earli er , wa s an agent of excha nge .

None of th e Proctor covers indicates any Confederate postal handling, nor
is there any indication that an outer cover had been used which would have
disgui sed th e fact. The military seemed to have held the covers until passed
to their Federal counterpart. The term flag-of-truce does not appear although,
obviously, th at is the way they went.
THE PLATE FLAW ON THE 12 ¢ 1861 STAMP-A CONTINUATION
ROLAND RUSTAD

In th e August, 1974, issue of the Chronicle I wrote about a flaw in th e
"TA" of "POSTAGE" on the 12¢ 1861 stamp. I had found two copies of the
sta mp with the flaw an d suggested that this flaw existed on onl y one position
on the plat e of 200. Since th at tim e, by lookin g at as many stamps as I could
find, I have found four more stamps with the flaw . I would say now that this
flaw definitely exists on onl y one position of Plate 16, the only plate used for
the 12¢ 1861 stamps . I still do not know what position it is, however.

Figur. 1. IB61 12, showing flaws in TA of POSTAGE.

Illu strat ed in Fi gure 1 is the best example I have of th e flaw, which con
sists of some short lines through the "T" and "A" and below th e "A" in the
white area. Also involved are some dots in the top border above the design.

A study of this flaw on the six stamps that I now have shows that as the
plate wore from use, th e flaw became less and less prominent. The border dots ,
however , remain unchan ged indi cating that they were deeply sunk into the
plate. The sta mps that I have can be divid ed into three categori es. Two are not
grilled, two have th e "E" grill, and two have the "F" grill. This, ill addition to
the fact that on e of the ungrill ed stamps is on a cover dated 1866, gives us a
time span in which to study one plat e position. In Fi gure 2 are illustrations
of the flaw from each of the three categories. Both of the stamps with th e
"E" and the "F" grill show the same amount of wear in the flaw. In the ungrilled
ca tegory, the sta mp on cover used in 1866 shows more wear than the other.

I would guess we are dealin g with a time period of some four years from
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figur.2. Examples of flaw. from left : no grill , " E" grill , "F" grill.

the most prom inent flaw to the "F" grill stamps, which were first used in mid
1868. Sometime during thi s per iod the plate was re-enter ed and a study of these
flawed stamps gives us some inform ati on on th is sub ject. Both ungrill ed stamps
show no sign of a re-entry . The "E" grill stamps do show a re-entry. The "F"
grill stamps also show a re-entry , but a differen t one. This mean s that some
tim e between th e production of the "E" grills in ea rly 1868, an d th e time when
my two "F" grill stamps were produced, the plate was re-e ntered a second
time. In Figure 3 are illustra tions of the lower left corner of the sta mp design
(which shows the re-ent ry best) of th e three categories of stamps plus a die
impression for comparison.

Figure 3. lower left port ion of design, showing various states. left to right: die impress ion, ungrilled stamp,
" E" gril l, "F" grill .

Design I is the die impression and is com plet e. Design II is from the
ungrilled sta mps an d shows no sign of re-en try, but is incomplete, eithe r from
wear or from a faulty origina l transfer. Design III , the "E " gr ill sta mps , shows
a rather bad re-entry. It is out of regis ter , an d it only made the dark lines
wider without doing much for the lighter lines. This re-entry could have taken
place before the product ion of the "E" gr illed sta mps, but I do not have a
stamp that is ungrill ed and re-entered . Karl Burroughs, in an ar ticle on re-enter ed
plates of the 1861 issue, in the Essay-Proo f lournal, estimates th at th e 12 cent
plat e was re-ente red in the fall of 1867.

Design IV, th e "F" gr ill stamps, shows a differ ent re -entry th at is more
complete. As a matter of fact, the design is just abo ut as com plete her e as the
die impression . This second re-en try could have ta ken place afte r the pro
duction of th e first "F" grill stamps, but I do not have an "F" grill sta mp with
onl y the first re-entry, so this is a matter of conjecture.

From all this, we can conclude that over what was probably a two year
period from 1867 to late 1868 or 1869, the plate, or at least thi s one pos iti on,
was re-enter ed twice, and that the re-entries were accomplishe d by putting
the tra nsfer roll impression over the existing impression, rather th an totally
burnishing out the design and laying down a new impression. We know th at
the latter is not the case because the flaw remains on all the stamps .

I sha ll continue to look for more stamps with this flaw, and would appreci 
ate any information tha t is ava ilable on th is sub ject from other stude nts of
th is stam p.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
THE 101 RATE: PART THREE
TRANSPACIFIC CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND

HAWAII DURING THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE

INTRODUCTION

In Chronicle 100 this section discussed lOti 1869 covers to and from China;
in Chronicle 101 it discussed covers to and from Japan . Now we discuss 101
1869 covers to and from Hawaii. Covers to and from all three destinations are
part of the same nexus of transpacific correspondence at the 101 per ~ ounce
rate, but each is different in its particulars.

While the covers to and from China and Japan could reach their destinations
fully prepaid at the 101 rate, the Hawaii covers required an additional local
payment of 51 (Hawaiian). On 1869 correspondence from Hawaii, this resulted
in some very colorful (and currently well appreciated) mixed-franking covers.
On covers to Hawaii, the local component of the rate seems not to have been
collected. As with China and Japan, the number of covers from Hawaii con
siderably exceeds the number of covers to Hawaii.

The 1865 Act of Congress that established the subsidy for the transpacific
mail service called for monthly service between San Francisco and Hong Kong,
with stops both ways at Honolulu and Yokohama. The contract was won by
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, which then persuaded Postmaster Gen
eral Randall to eliminate the stop at Honolulu.' In 1867, Congress set up a
separate subsidy for the mails between San Francisco and Hawaii, and the
$75,000 annual contract was awarded to the California, Oregon & Mexico
Steamship Company.

During the 1869 period, the only way to send covers between the U.S. and
Hawaii was via San Francisco. CO&MSS steamers sailed to Honolulu from San
Francisco every 30-35 days, and occasional steamers and sailing vessels also
carried mails at the 101 rate. The Postmaster General Reports for 1871 and 1872
quite specifically detail how the mails were carried, between San Francisco and
Honolulu, during these two fiscal years , right down to the number of covers
carried on each ship, be it contract or private."

The 101 per ~ ounce rate on covers between the U.S. and Hawaii com
menced sometime in the summer or fall of 1867. According to Hargest, the lOti
rate began in June 1867. This was the date that this rate was first published in
the U.S. Mail rate charts. According to the Meyer-Harris Hawaii book, now 30
years old but still the definitive work on Hawaiian postal history, the first con
tract sailing from San Francisco was that of the CO&MSS steamer Idaho,
which left San Francisco 15 October 1867. This is the date established by
Meyer-Harris as the beginning of what they call the "eleventh period" in
Hawaiian postal history. More recently, Kenneth Gilbart has advanced im
pressive evidence to suggest that the first contract sailing from San Francisco
to Honolulu departed on 5 September 1867.3

For purposes of the discussion at hand, we needn't reach this interesting
question. By the time the 1~69 stamps came into use , prepaid covers from
Hawaii to the U.S. required 51 Hawaiian postage and 1O¢ U.S. postage (both
per ~ ounce). U.S. stamps were used at the Honolulu post office, so that the
typical cover from Hawaii to the U.S. during this period shows the 51 Hawaiian
postage paid in Hawaiian stamps, and the lOcj U.S. postage paid in U.S. stamps.

l. Postmaster Gen eral's Report , 1866, pages 7-9: see also Chronicle 80:222 .
2. Postmaster General's R eport, 1871, pages B2-3; 1872, pages 184-5.
3. Chronicle 99:210-15 .
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Covers from the U.S: to Hawaii required prepayment of 101 per ~ ounce
U.S. postage. Theoretically, this prepaid the cover only to the Hawaiian frontier.
Hawaiian inland postage of 51 per rate was to be collected from the recipient.
However, as noted above, the cover evidence suggests that the local collections
were generally ignored.

The 101 + 51 rate prevailed until the postal convention between the U.S.
and the Hawaiian kingdom, which went into effect 1 July 1870.4 This treaty
established a rate of 61 per ~ ounce, either way, eliminating the need for
mixed franking on covers from Hawaii, except on covers via U.S. mails to destina
tions beyond the United States.

10¢ 1869 COVERS TO HAWAII
On the subject of 101 1869 covers to Hawaii we can be brief, because we

record only two. Both are .from San Francisco to Hilo. Neither shows any evi
dence of the 51 local collection that theoretically should have been assessed.
Meyer-Harris (page 59) described a large find of covers from Bangor to
Honolulu that surfaced iI} 1946. Though the 1867-1870 period was well repre
sented in this find, not a single cover showed any evidence of an Hawaiian rate.

(
<l

Figure 1. 10¢ 1869 on cover from San Francisco to Hilo, datestamped MAY 19. This cover travelled on the non 
contract ship "Governor Morton", departing San Francisco 20 May 1870. No evidence of any Hawaiian collection.

The cover in Figure 1 is addressed to Miss Hattie F. Coan. The San Fran
cisco circular date stamp shows "MAY 19". This cover must have travelled on
a non-contract vessel, the ship Governor Morton, which (according to the daily
Alta California) left San Francisco on 20 May 1870. According to the Postmaster
General reports referenced at footnote 2, non-contract ships carried only about
20 percent of the Hawaiian mails during this period. The cover in Figure 1
is the only cover I have ever seen , bearing an 1869 stamp, that was unarguably
carried by a non-contract vessel.

While the cover in Figure 1 shows no evidence of any local delivery fee ,
there is every reason to think that it reached its addressee. One reason is the
cover shown in Figure 2, a double rate cover , to the same recipient but addressed
in a different hand. The San Francisco cds on the cover in Figure 2 shows
"APR 4", indicating transit by the CO&MSS steamer Idaho, which departed San
Francisco 4 April 1870 and arrived Honolulu April 15. The cover is so routed,
"via Idaho". Since this cO,ver must have landed at Honolulu, it seems logical to

4. 16 U.S. Statutes-at Large, 1113:1114.
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Figure 2. Two 10¢ 1869 on double-rote cove r from Son Froncisco to Hilo, dotestomped APR 4, This cover
t'i1ve lled on the contract steamer " Idaho" , dep.,'ing San Fra ncisco 4 April 1870 . Same addressee al Figure 1.
No evidence of any Hawaiian collection .

assume th at it travelled on to Hilo via' the inter-island mail service. But like the
cover in Figure 1, it shows no evidence of the 5¢ local fee tha t theoretically
should have been collected.

10 f 1869 COVERS FROM HAWAII
In Chronicle 88, I published a broad survey article on mixed-franking covers

showing 1O¢ 1869. There I described five covers bear ing 1O¢ 1869 in combina
tion with Haw aiian stamps. Since then, two more covers have appeared. Table
1 is a listing of th e seve n covers I now record whereon the 10¢ 1869 stamp
is accompani ed by one or more stamps of the Hawaiian kingdom . These are all
the covers I kno w of, showing lO¢ .1869 used in Hawaii. While th e 51. internal
collect ion see ms generally to have been neglected on incoming covers from
the U.S., th e cover evidence sugges ts it was universally enforced on outgoing
covers. There mu st be an explanation for this apparent disparity of treatm ent,
but I can't provid e it.

T he earliest 1O¢ 1869 cover from Hawaii, listed as A in Tabl e 1, was il
lustrat ed an d discussed in Chronicle 88, pages 233-4. This is a cover from
Honolulu to Eng land, showing lO¢ 1869, 12¢ ungrilled Washin gton (Scott
#69 ) and 5¢ blue Hawaii (Scott #32). I had never seen th is cover when I wrote
the article in Chronicle 88, and speculated erro neously that the 12¢ stamp was
a grill. This cover subseq uently surfaced in the Juhring holding and sold as
lot 694 in th e seco nd Juhring sale (not to me) for $8000. Covers Band E in
Tabl e 1 were also illustrated and discussed in Chronicle 88.

Fi gure 3 shows a typical V.S./ Hawaii cover from this era . It shows a 5¢
blu e Hawaii , can celled by the negat ive "HI" killer , and a 10¢ 1869, tied by a
quartered cork at San Fran cisco. The Honolulu balloon shows "FEB 8" and th e
San Francisco cds (repeating a parti al strike of the duplexed killer ) shows
"F EB 24". This is cover D in Table 1. It was auctioned by the Siegel firm at
the APS show in San Francisco in 1977, rea lizing $2000. Like the cover in

COVER
A
B
C
D
E
F
G

TABLE 1: 101.
D.'\'I E: H O NO / S.F.
D EC 13 (69) /JAN 13
J AN ,1 (70) /JAN 16
FEB HI Feh 24
FE B 8 /FE 1I 24
APR 2 1/ MAY 8
J UN 22/J UL 5
J UN 25 (71?)/JU L 20

1869 COVERS FROM HAWAII
STA MPS : HAWAlI / U .S. R EFER ENCE
:; t! (j1) /1 O¢ 69, 12¢ 61 Ch ron icle 88:234
(2) 5¢ 661 (2) 10¢ 69 Chronicle R8:234
5\~ 66/10¢ 69 Knapp t , 2073
5¢ 66/ 10¢ 69 Figu re 3
.~ <. 66/10¢ 69 Ch ronicle 88:233
(2) 5¢ 66/ (2) 10¢ 69 J uh rin g II , 693
6¢ 71/ (2) 10¢ 69 Figu re 4
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Figure 2, th is cover travelled on the CO &MSS steamer Idaho, which on th is
passage (per Alta California) reached San F rancisco on 23 February 1870 after a
15 day journey from Honolulu. The Alta information en tirely supports the mark
ings on the cover. Another cover exists, with this same combination of sta mps,
from this same crossing.

.- -.~

Flgur. 3 . 10; 1869 in combination with 5 ; Hawaii on cover from Honolulu to BOlton, dateltamped Honolulu
FEB 8, San Francilco FEB 24. Tranlit via CO&MSS Itea mer " Idaho", arriving San Francilco 23 February 1870 .

Figure 4 is a registered cover, cover G in Table 1, which was recently sold
by th e Alevizos firm in Sant a Monica . I don't have enoug h sa iling dat a to put
a year date on thi s cover. It can't be earlier than 1871 (when th e 6et green
Kam eham eha was issue d) and probabl y isn't lat er th an 1872.

..." - 1 ~""""~"'- ... ~*%' -/~
""" -0"'. . •__

~
i ') . ' -' , •...-:.) ••. v " . I .. ' " "

I. ~ ' . -0\ ~'!J...C ',- I:;;' r,, "
I" J ULJ ," I t!? } a

, \'t ' ,2. 0 -J\' . "
\ ;.:,; .J/ ', ,, AJ}

",,' .' ~- ....,~.i}.l ">-- .or '"'-. '~_ ~

L· REG iS T E ff~TJ~
/../ '7

,Y' z.. ._.....-~~C-C. 4,~ .

Figure 4. Pair 10; 1869 in combination with 6; Hawaii on reg iltered cover from Honolulu to Durham, England,
datestamped Honolulu JUN 25, San Francilco JUL 20. The yearodate here I. 1871 or pOllibly 1872. While the
need for mixed franking on covers between Hawaii and the U.S. was eliminated al of 1 July 1870, mixed
franking wal still required on cov... to destination. beyond the U.S.

As noted earlier, the U.S.-Hawaii posta l treaty, effective 1 July 1870,
eliminated th e need for mixed franking, except on covers via U.S. mails beyond
the U.S. The treat y pr ovided for a 6¢ rale from Hawaii to the U.S., but pos tage
beyond the U.S. had to be prepa id in U.S. stamps. Thus continued th e need for
mixed franking, on th is small category of covers, after th e tr eaty went into effe ct.
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The registry rate from the U.S. to England during July 1871 (the most likely
year -date for th is cover) was 8¢-a rate which had comm enced at least as early
as Januar y 1868, when th e U.S. Mail rate chart first starte d showing registry
fees to for eign countries. The cover in Figure 4 is thus presum ed to be 6¢
overpaid (8¢ registry plus 6¢ transatlantic postage make correct total 14¢) .

The best and most recent scholarship that we have, resp ecting covers from
Hawaii to th e U.S. during this period, is Gilbart's article in Chronicle 99. This
is largely a discussion of th e oval HAWAllAN STEAM SERVICE marking,
which is not known to exist on 1869 covers, but it can be considered more
generally as a discussion of U.S.-Hawaii postal intercourse between 1867 and
1869. Cilb art's write-up is a truly important contribution to the record. His
uniting th e markings on th e surviving covers with th e sailing data as it was
reported in the contemporary press, will go a long way toward weed ing out
fakes. As an example, th e second Juhring sale featured a 6¢ 1869 cover , in
combination with a 5ci blue Hawaii, on a lovely merchant's imp rint envelope
from Honolulu to Massachusetts. The cover was illustrated in color on the
ba ck of the catalog (Sotheby Parke Bernet sale, 16 October 1978, lot 692) and
sold for $11,000. Much ado was made about this cover, both be fore and after
the sale.

However, as the dates in Cilbart's articl e make quite clear, this cover must
have entered th e mails in 1868, long before the 1869 stamp which graces it
ever existed. The cover presumably started its life with a 1O¢ green Washing
ton which either fell off or was removed, with the 6e;. 1869 added in its place.
I'm told by the buyer of this cover th at it was sold to him "on extension", which
means he won't have to pa y for it until the Philatelic Foundation says that
it's good. Let us hope, for the buyer's sake, th at the Foundation opines nega
tively.

My one quibble with Gilbart's write-up , and it is truly trivial , relates to
a footnote in his CO&MSS sailing tabl e. His last entry in the table shows
the arrival of the steamer A jax at San Francisco on 6 June 1870, with a footnote
that thi s was th e last ar rival "during this contract period". This implied (to me
anyway) that this was th e last arrival at San Francisco during the mixed-frank
ing period, and this is not th e case . There was one more sailing, from Honolulu,
before the treaty commenced. This was the sailing of the Ajax from Honolulu
on 22 June 1870 (a few days before th e tr eaty went into effec t) arriving at San
Francisco 4 July 1870 (after the treaty had started). I know of one cover and
one piece that survive from this crossin g. The cover is listed as F in Table 1,
having b een sold (for $8500) as lot 693 in the 2nd Juhring sale. The piece is
illustrated as Figure 5.

Figure 5. 10¢ 1869 on piece with 5¢ Hawaii,
datestomped San Francisco JUL. 5. Transit via
CO&MSS steamer "Aiax", departing Honolulu
22 June 1870 . This was the last departure at the /
pre-treaty rate, .he last crossing on wh ich mixed /., ( ' / /
franking was required. .

.. ,1-
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The piece in Figure 5 happens to be from my own collection , and is prob
ably th e closest I'll ever get to the covers illustrated and discussed above. The
July 5 magenta San Francisco cds indi cates th at th e cover from which this
piece was clipped entered the mails at Honolulu on 22 June 1870. The Juhring
cover just mentioned shows this date in the Honolulu balloon. This is a special
date, for me personally, because on th is date, 100 years lat er , my first child
was born.

CONCLUSION
These Hawaii covers show us one more aspect of th e lOlt transpacific rate.

Those who know more than I do, about Hawaiian postal histo ry, could possibly
shed light on th e seeming lack of local collections on incoming covers. Speak 
ing more broadly, I would observe that the U.S. transpacific covers, from the
ear ly be ginn ings of the PMSS service right up to U.P.U., are palpable ar tifacts
of our nation's first foray into postal internationa lism. Certa inly th ey represent
our first serious attempt to compete with the major European nations (Eng land,
France and Germany)for a piece of the international mail serv ice.

In subsequen t issues of this Chronicle (not necessaril y next tim e) I will
write down what littl e I know about the rest of th e U.S. transpacific mail
network during this period: covers via th e Hall line, which bri efly had regular
steamers travelling between Auckland and Honolulu. in a futile attempt to
create a southern round-the-world mail service , usin g th e CO &MSS steamers
as the link between Honolulu and San Fran cisco; and covers that crossed the
Pacific at the lO¢ ra te to destin ations other than th e ones already discussed . As
always , correspondence from those who can con tribute is welcomed. I'm espe 
cially interested in learning about 10¢ covers from this per iod (no matter what
the stamp) that travelled west across the Pacific to destinati ons such as Singapore,
Calcutta, Bomb ay, Madras or Aden.
" Stam ps are most valued where

best they are known ." -Anonymous

When selling your collection, call An-

drew Levitt. His appreciation for fine

stamps, cultivated by a lifetime in

philately, will bring you full value for

your collection.

Andrew Levitt, Inc.
A merica's leading buyer 01 select 19th century U.S. material.

(203) 743·2016

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06B10
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
TWO CENT BROWN OF 1883
MORRISON WAUD

Effective October 1, 1883, the domestic first class rat e per ha lf ou nce was
reduced from 3¢ to 2¢, and the Two Cent Brown (Scott #2 10) was pu t in use.
Thomas Morris, Sr., designed the Two Cent Brown. The vigne tte was engraved
by Alfred Jones after the statu te by Jean Houdon.

Many fine sp ecialized collections of the Two Cen t Brown have been formed,
O ne of the fin est wa s that of the late Edward L. Wi llard which won man y
high awards. But even more important, Mr. Wi llard wrote a two volume work
on th e Two Cent Brown wh ich was published by Harry L. Lindquis t Publi
ca tions in 1970, (T he United States Red Braum of l R83-1887). His scholarly
and exha us tive book has been responsible for an eve n greater inte rest by col
lectors and specialists alike in that common an d ordina ry Two Ce nt Brown. In
th ese days of unbelievable high prices for early United States stamps, an in
terest ing and important collection of the Two Cent Brown can still be formed
at a reasonable price. It ca ta logu es only 8¢ used and 25¢ on cover. O ver four
billion T wo Cent Browns were issued bet ween Oc tober 1, 1883, and September
1887, at which time th e color was changed from brown to green (Scott #213)
apparen tly to retu rn to th e green color used since 1870 for th e Three Cent
stamps tha t p reviously paid th e domestic first class rate.

Figure 1. First DIIY Cov er, October 1, 1883, Wilmington , D.I.

Willard lis ts tw elve firs t day covers of the T wo Cent Brown. Illustrated as
Figure 1 is an unlisted first da y cover (Oc tober 1, 1883) from Wilmington,
Delawar e, together with an embossed envelope cover of th e same date (F igure
2) illu str ating a fir st day of use of th e two cen t rat e. The original color of the
Two Cent was a dark meta llic re d , which is the color of all of th e stamps on
first day covers and apparently of all of th e stamps issued in 1883. It is by
far th e rar est shade of the T wo Ce nt. For further information on th e dates of
use of th e orange brown and brown shades , reference is made to th e table on
pages 37 and 38 of Volume 1 of Willa rd's book.

One of th e real mysteri es of th e Two Cent Brown is th e Special Printing.
According to th e Government Receipt Book for December , 1883, there were
2,000 "Specimen Postage Stamps" of th e 2¢ Washing ton (1883) and of th e 4¢
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Figure 2. Finl Day of use of Ihe new 2¢ rale , from New York City , October I, 1883.

Jackson (1883) furnished to the governmen t by the American Bank Note Com
pany of New York at a cost of $1 per thou sand. According to John N. Luff in
his book entitled Postage Stamps of the United Stat es (1902 Edition), the rec
ords of the Post Office Department indicated th at only 55 of the 2¢ Washing
ton and 26 of the 4¢ Jackson were sold as of Jul y 16, 1884. No official reference
has been found as to destruction of the remainders, although Mr. Luff reported
that the stock on hand was counted as of July 16, 1884, and on July 23, 1884,
the remainders were destroyed by order of the Postm aster General. The Scott
1978 Speciali zed Catalogue of United States Stamps and the Minkus 1978
American Stamp Catalogue both refer to the Two Cent Specia l Printing as be
ing with gum and the Four Cent Special Printing as being without gum . It
would seem rather unu sua l for the American Bank Note Company to provide
one without gum and the other with whe n both were supplied to the govern 
ment at the same time for the same purpose. It may well be that the Two Cent
Special Printing delivered in December, 1883, was without gum also and has
never been isolated and identified du e to the subsequent special printing of
the Two Cent Brown with gum by steamer pr ess, referred to below. A review of
the rec ords of the Phila telic Foundation as of January 19, 1979, indicates th at
certificates of genuineness for 170 Special Printings have been issued as follows:

Singles - 98
Parrs 4
Blocks 14
Blocks of 6 1
Strip of 5 1
Pairs Imperforate Between - 13

Clearly thes e could not all be of the Specia l Printing of December, 1883, of
which only 55 were apparently sold. On the other hand, only a handful of cer 
tificates of genuineness have been issued by the Phil atelic Foundation for the
Four Cent Jackson Special Prin tin g, certainl y in line with the 24 cop ies reported
sold. Another interestin g observation is that all of the Two Cent Browns that
have been accepted as Special Printings are of a light brown shade which did
not appear on the regularly issued Two Ce nt Brown until the fall of 1885
according to Will ard , whereas the only color used in 1883 for the regul ar Two
Cent stamps was a deep or light metallic red (pe rhaps more accurately de
scribed as a very deep red brown). So, it is not heyond the realm of possibility
that the December 1883 Specia l Printings of the Two Cent were of a very deep
red brown shad e without gum.

Willard, in his scholarly book, pointed out that in the latter part of 1885
(its stamp contract with the Government expired on July 1, 1885) the American
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Bank Note Company started to expe riment with the Hoe steam er press in lieu
of the much slower hand roller pr ess. Apparently at least four uncut sheets of
200 each of Two Cent Browns from the steamer pr esses were delivered to th e
govern me nt by th e American Bank Note Company as 'evidence of the good im
pr ession s and more eco nomical printing methods. T he sta mps were of a light
red brown typical of th e regul ar sha de of the Two Cent Browns issued in the
fall of 1885. Figure 3 illustrates a block of four of the 1885 Special Printing.
The plate or pl at es used for the Special Print ings by th e steamer press were
appa rently unnumbered and bore the legen d at the top "Steamer American Bank
Note Company". The evide nce would indicat e th at while the sheets were
gummed and perforated except for the vertical center line between the un
cut sheets, they were not intended for sale to the public but were furnished to
th e govern ment as samples of the stea mer press printings .

Figure 3. Block of four of 1B85 Special Print ing . Figure 4. Pillr of Sped.1 Printing, imperfor.t. be
tw een.

Willard argues, and not without reason, that the 1885 steamer press Two
Cent Browns are really proofs by an essay method of printing and should be
so con sidered . He also maint ains that they cannot be distin guished from sharp
transfer copies of th e same shade in regularl y issued stamps. As to th e latter
contention, using the imperforate between pairs as exam ples (Figure 4), I have
never seen th e same shade or clari ty of impression on a regul arly issued ex
ample. The Philat elic Foundation seems to have no difficulty in identifying
the 1885 Special Printing and many experts over the years ha ve identified and
guaranteed such items as Special Printings. However , whether such items
should be identified as proofs rather than Special Printings is arguable. After
all th e steame r press examples approximated the regularl y issued stamps closel y
as to pap er , gum, perforations and color. Perhaps it is better to let sleeping dogs
lie, as for example the T hree Ce nt Scarle t of 1863 (Scott #74 ) or the Three
Cent Lake of 1861 (Scott #66) and just add "No t Regularly Issued". A com
promise clearl y, but one that I believe can be defended. On e well-known ex
pert and dealer in proofs and essays with whom I have discussed the question
feels the steame r pr ess Two Cent Brown of 1885 should properly be con sidered
a Special Printing rather than a proof.

It is inter esti ng to note tha t a part sheet of 66 with right two rows im
perforate between was sold as Lot 151 in Rohert A. Siegel's Rarity Auction on
Tu esd ay, April 11, 1978, and realized $16,000. The description of the item in
cluded the following:

This Block was subm itted to the U. S. Government by the American Ban k Note Corn
pany as an exam p le of p rint ing done on a stea m pow er ed press. A Newly Discovered
Rarity. La rges t Block Known of th is Stamp . Un iq ue.
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This arti cle may help to explain the grea t difference in va lue between
the so-called 1885 Two Cent Brown Was hing ton Special Printing and the 1883
Four Cent Green Jackson Special Printing. If it were ever possibl e to discover
and identify for sure a copy of the 1883 T wo Ce nt Special Printing it might
well fetch a pri ce closely approxima ting th e price realized for th e Four Cent
Green Jackson Special Print ing. To discover such a Two Ce nt Brown 1883
Special Printing represents a rea l challenge. Perhaps th e strong possib ility
that it was issued without gum may help in th e search or it may remain in th e
same sta te of unc ertainty as to differentiati on of the 24¢ purple of th e 1871
Issue printed by th e Nati onal Bank Note Company an d th e same stamp of th e
1873 Issue pr inted by th e Continental Bank Note Company.

More on the Two Cent Browns in the next issue of The Chronicle. Comme nts
and ideas about th e Special Printings or abo ut the Two Cent Browns in genera l,
will be much apprec iated and gra tefully received.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
to rials and Wes terns, and we are strong in Hawai i.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South Naple., Florida 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
COVERS

U.S.-FOREIGN

For over 30 years we have had one
of the largest stocks of covers in the
world . Sele ctions are sent on an ap
pro val bas is per a want list, together
with sat isfactory references.

GOOD STOCK OF

U.S. STAMPS, TOO

BUYING: We are alway s inte rested in
buying all categories of stamps &
covers whether they be single rarities
or collect ions .

William O. Bilden
A.P .S. P.O. BOX 24026 ASDA

EDINA, MINN . 55424
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POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consig nme nt to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.O. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Alloe. Editor
MAIL TO THE TWO SICILIES
GEORGE E. HARGEST

Figure 1 is rep orted by Professor Alessan dro Franchini Stappo, R.A. 625,
of the University of Florence, It aly. This is an excellent exam ple of what the
Post Office Department meant when they had publ ished by the U.S. Mail and
Post Office Assistant in each issue of that orga n from October 1860 to January
1868, th e following statement :

FO REIGN MI SCELLANY
RO UT ES OF TRANSM ISSION . ETC.

• • •
It is important tha t leiters ad d ressed to Ger ma ny and ot her Eu ro pea n cou n tries,

via France . wh ere th e single ra te per quarter ounce is 2 1 cen ts. shou ld be pl ainly
marked to be sen t via Fra nce ; o therwise they may he missen t in th e open mail to Liver
pool by Un ited Sta tes packet , th e 21 cents ra te per half ou nce being a lso chargea ble on
le tters thus forwarded.

_._"'..~~--- --.-,,--- -._-
----------.,-....:......,.--_._--.-_._~

Figure 1. Cover to Italy (Tw o Sicili ..) in opon moil via England by American pocke t, in 1866, a ltho ug h prep a id
at li ng le Fre nch mail rate .

The person who mailed this letter may have wished it to be sen t by French
mail , but there is no endorsement to that effect. On 1 January 1862, the Two
Sicilies had th e French mail rat e reduced from 301 per 7Jf grams to 21¢. This
rate paid to destination in Palermo as an Italian city. There is no indication
that this letter was a double rate letter, i.e., that it weighed over 7Jf grams.
By British open mail, th e 21¢ rate paid only to England, whence it was sent
to destination as an unpaid letter . Unpaid letters were charged with transit
postage of 40c per 30 grams by Great Britain , and this was indicat ed by the
elliptical marking "GB/40c" in black impressed in the upper left of this cover.
This was th e rate under article XXI of the Anglo-French treaty of 1856, but
applied to all mail from the U.S. by a provi sional agree ment between England
and France developed in 1850. This letter was not sub ject to sea postage , be
cause that had been paid in the U.S., as it was sent to Falmouth by the U.S.M.
steamer Fulton of the Havre Line. From Falmout h it was sent to London, where
it received a small circular "H I/LONDON/JU-21/66" applied in blue on the
reverse. The London exch ange office also marked the cover "PAID-ONLY/TO
ENGLAND," and "GB/ 40c," before forw arding the letter to France. The
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travelling office, Calais to Paris, marked it with a double circle "ANCL./ AMB.
CALAIS D" in the outer circle, and "22 JUI N/66" in the center. T he reason it
is known that this marking was applied by the travelling post office, or at
Paris , is that the letter "D" indica tes the brigad e, or mail crew that handled the
letter. The London office would not have known this design at ion. The travel
ling post office rated the cover for 7 decimes. During the period 1 January to
1 April 1857, covers by American packet passing through England, bearing the
"GB/40c," and a 5 decimes marking, are very sca rce . Five decimes was the
rate showing 1d British transit and 4d postage to France. On e penny was equal
to one decime. Th e U.S.-French convention became effective on April 1, 1857,
and it was thought that all mail through or to Fra nce would be sent by that
route, which was much cheaper tha n the open mail. Open mail rates were still
the principal routes to the Netherlands, Belgium and some of the Germ an
states, so that mail by this route had to be kept availabl e. The postage from
France to Italy was evidently 2 decimes, adde d to the 5 decimes charged by
France yielded 7 decimes, or 70 centimes to be collecte d in Palermo. The over
all French mail rate becam e 21¢ as the various sta tes joined the Kingdom of
Italy. The Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed by its parliament on 17 March 1861,
with Victor Emmanuel as king. On Janu ary 1862 the table of Rat es of Postage to
Foreign Countries published in the U.S. Mail shows the ra te to the Two Sicilies
for French Mail as 21¢ per ~ oz. and 42¢ per *oz.

.-
'.

Figure 1... Reverse of cove' in Figure 1.

There is but one French marking on the cover, the "ANGL./ AMB. CALAIS
D" marking described abo ve. Usua lly open mail covers have a number of
French transit markings that enable a person to trace their route through
France, the exception being the covers addressed to the far east to India and
China, which were sent through France in closed mail. This leads one to
suspect that the travelling office, or the Paris office, mad e up a closed mail to
be sent to Sicily. One can only guess at the route taken by thi s cover. It pre
sumably was sent to Marseilles, and from there to Palerm o, Sicily. On the reverse
there is only an oblon g marking showing that the cover arrived in Palermo on
28 June, the remainder of the marking is indistinct. There is also a "10" sur
rounded by a square fram e, the meaning of which is not known.

This cover is similar to Figure 62 on page 98 of Harg est 's Letter Post
Communication Between th e United Stat es and Europe, 1845-1874. That
cover was addressed to Switzerland, was a double rate letter in France, and
140 centimes were due. Evidentl y the single rat e was 70 centimes, the same
as the rate to Italy. Th ese are very rare and desirab le covers.
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UNPAID AND PART-PAID INTERNATIONAL LETTERS,
1868-76 CONVENTIONS

CHARLES J. STARNES

All of the U.S.-for eign country postal conventions (treaties, agreements)
made between 1848 and 1860 provided for optiona l pr epayment of the inte rna
tion al rate,1 but none recognized part payment of this ra te , the letter being
treated as unpaid . By now enoug h literature of merit has appeared to make
the for eign mail collec tor aware of the meth ods used in handling unpaid in 
ternati on al letters carried under the Bremen , Briti sh, Pru ssian , French, Ham
burg, and Belgian pos ta l systems. However , the same collector might we ll b e
a bit bewildered in trying to explain unpaid and insuffi cientl y paid letters sent
or received under some 19 postal conve ntions that started on or after 1 Jan.
1868. These conventio ns, which allowed op tional prep ayment , also recogni zed
part paym ent of th e in ternati onal ra te , the total collect postage on such letters
vary ing accord ing to the specific conventio n regulations. The following sum
mary lists the convention , inte rnational rate in both cur rencies, effective span
of th e ra te , and method of calculating the collect postage. The data has been
gleaned from the post al conventions as appe nded to the respective Postmaster
Gen eral Reports.

as abo ve.

Tota l rate + fin e of 12¢ / 6d .

Deficien t postage + fin e of not
over 5¢ / 15¢D .
IO¢ per rate, u n pa id or part
pa id .

Deficient pos tage + fin e of not
over 5¢ /30c.

as above.
as above .

as above.
Deficien t pos tage + fine of 5¢
in U .S./unsp ecified fine in U .K.
Deficient p ostage + 5¢ / 2d.
Defi cien t p osta ge + 6¢ /3d .
Deficient p ostage + fin e of not
over 5¢ /3 Ocmi.

as a bove.
Defi cient post age + fin e of not
over 5¢ / 25c.

as ab ove.
as a bove.

collect on delioery:
Defi cien t postage + fin e of not
over 5¢ / 2sgr.

Do uble th e correct ra te les s
amou nt p repaid.

as above.

1/68- 3/70

4/68- 2/75

effecti ve:
1/68- 7/70

1/69- 1/7 0
1/7 0- 7/75
4/68- 3/70

3/70- 7/7 5
4/ 68- 5/70

5/70- 7/7 5
7/72- 7/75

1/ 68- 3/70

3/70- 7/73
7/73 - 7/75

11/ 68- 7/73

7/70- 7/7 1
12/ 70-10/ 91

11/ 68-

7/70- 7/75

7/71- 9/74

10/71- 7/75
1/6 8- 1/ 69

10¢ / 50c..cm . or d.
8¢ /4Oc .,cm .
6~' /3()c .,d .

10¢ / IOd., IIr . &
Alii. Pkts.• exch .
H ong Kon g
15¢ /40¢D .,clII.

sing le rate:
IO¢ i 4sgr.,d .
15¢/6sgr..cm ,

1O¢ /55cmi .
15¢ /80c.. v. Eng la nd

1O¢ / 50c., v, En gland
8¢ / 40c., v. Br emen
or H amburg
15¢ / 8Oc., ern. o r d.

6 \' / li¢C.
12¢ /6d ., v.
Sa n Fr a ncisco

12¢ / 6d .
6¢ /3d .
15 ¢ / 80cmi.

7¢/3sgr. ,d.
1O¢ / 4sgr., cm .
6¢ / 2 Y2sgr.•d.
v, Ster tin

6¢ / 2Y2sgr.,d .
12¢ / 6d .

Prince Edward
Island
ll rit ish Col u mbia
New Zealand

as above.
If not p repaid a t least one rate,
not fo rwarde d . If p repaid a t
least o ne ra te, charged with d e-
fici en t postage.

I. De fi ne d as th e postag e for a single letter sent by spec ified rou te (s) from one signatory
count r y to th e other.

Ne th er la nds

Ita ly

Be lg iu m

Un i ted Kingd om

Switzerla nd

Ca nad a (Do m iu io nj

St ra its Se t t lemen ts ,
IIr it ish In d ia . Aden

conventio n:
Nort h German
Un ion a nd German
Empire
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convent ion:
Denmark

Norway

Sweden

New Sou th Wa les
Fran ce

Japan

Queensland

Bermuda

singe rate:
7¢ /12s k.,d.

7¢/ 12sk., v.
Bremen or H ambu rg
6¢/7sk.,d.

1O¢/12sk.,cm.

1O¢/l2sk.,d .
6¢/24Qre,d.

9¢/360re,cm.

9¢/ 36iire,d .
12¢/ 6d ., v. SF
9¢per 15g./ 50c.
per 109.
15¢/l5sen ,d.

12¢/ 12sen ,d .
5¢/5sen,d.
12¢/ 6d ., v.
San Francisco
5¢/2d ., New
York-Hamil to n

effective:
1/72- 9/74

1/7 2- 7/75

7/73- 9/74

7/73- 7/75

11/7 4- 7/75
7/73· 9/74

7/73· 7/75

9/7 4- 7/75
2/74- 8/91
8/74· 1/7 6

1/75- 1/76

1/7 6- 4/76
4/76- 6/77
1/7 6· 8/91

10/76 · 4/77

collect on delivery
Deficient pos tage + fine of
4¢ /6sk.

as above .

Un paid ra te, 9¢/ lOsk. If part
paid, cha rged wit h unpaid
postage less amou n t paid .
Unpaid ra te, 15¢/1 8sk. If part
pa id , charged with unpaid
pos tage less amo u nt paid.

as above.
Unpaid rate, 9¢/36iire. If p art
pa id , charged with u npaid p ost 
age less amount paid.
unpaid rate, 14¢ / iire . If part
paid, charged with unpaid
postage less amount p aid .

as above.
as New Zeal and.

Deficient p ostage + fin e of
5¢ / 25c.
If no t prepaid a t least one ra te,
no t fo rwa rded , If p rep aid a t
least one rate, charged with de 
ficient pos tage. + fine , 6¢/6sen.

as above.
as above.

as New Zea land.

Double th e correct ra te less
amount prepaid.

Figure 1. Homburg, Noy . 1870, 10 New York. Poid "' NGU d irect, . enl ot NGU c1o.ed m.i1 r.te; tot.1 collect, 14,
nol../ 13, gold.

We are abl e to present a sma ll selection of cove rs illus trating handling of
postage-deficient international let ters by terms of six of th e conventions liste d
previously:

N orth German Union. Figure 1 shows a cover from Hamburg, 11 Nov. 1870,
franked with three L sgr. North German Postal District '69 stamps. This franking
would prepay the NGU direct ra te, but not the 4sgr. closed mail ra te, as per
directive "via England." After being stamped with black boxed UNZU
REICHEND FRANKIRT (Insuffic iently Pai d), the cover was sent via Belgium
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to Liverpool , leaving 16 Nov . on Cuion Manhattan, reaching New York
2 Dec. By this U.S.-NCU convention, part-paid letters were charged th e unpaid
rate (wh ich was twice th e prepaid rate) less postage paid . Thus 2xl 0¢ - 7¢(3sgr. )
= 13¢ gold or 14¢ notes/ currency, total collect, note d by the ms. "14."

Figure 2. Unpai d fro m liverpool, Jan. 1868, to San Francisc o . Total co llect, 17¢-.

United Kin gdom. Figure 2 illustrates an unpaid ra te from Liverpool, 7 Jan .
1868. The San Fran cisco office used a black "17" to indicate total collect, 12¢
postage + 5¢ fin e. No depreciated currency markings are known from San
Francisco."

Figure 3. Insufficenlly pa id a l sing le ra le from Clevel and, Jul. 1874 . Raled al Londo n for 6d . co Uect.

For the period of 'the 6¢ rate we can show cov ers to and from the U.S.
Figure 3 is a cover franked at the sing le rate with a pair of 3¢ Continenta ls
from Cleveland, 16 Ju l. 1874. At the New York offi ce a red NEW YORK was
stamped, indicating full prep aym ent. This was corrected wh en the overweight
was noted by applying th e black INS UFFICIENTLY PAID on fro nt and a bl ack
NE'W YORK on back. On arrival at London a black "Bd.' was applied for total
coll ect , 3d. deficient post age + 3d . fine. The cover of Figure 4 was franked at
Pontypridd, 15 Jul. 1871, with three Id. '64 issu e stamps for the single rate.
London found th e lett er overweight and stamp ed it INSUFFICIENTLY PRE 
PAID before transit to New York and Philadelphia. That office struck the 26 mm.

2. W . C . Co les, "U .S. Postm arks Showi ng Dep reciated Cu rrency Rates: 1863-1879," Th e
Americall Ph ilatel ist, Vol. 89, March 1975, No.3, p . 235.
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Figure 4 . Insufficiently paid at lingle rate from Pontypridd, Jut 1871. Rated at Philadelphia for 13; notes/12;
gold total collect .

IN U.S. NOTES 13,3 total collect, equivalent to 12¢ gold - 6¢ deficient postage
+ 6¢ fine .

Italy. The Figure 5 cover was mailed at New York 1 Oct. 1870 with a 6¢
National, 4¢ underpay of the 1O¢ rate. The exchange office marked the black
INSUFFICIENTLY PAID on front and black NEW YORK BR. TRANSIT on
back before transit via England and France to Florence. The total postage due
was calculated as 20 centesimi deficient postage (4¢ U.S.) + 30 centisimi fine
- paid with pair of 10 cmi. '69 and 30 cmi. '70 postage due stamps.

Figure 5. Underpay of 4; on 10; ra' e, New York, Oel . 1870 , to Florence. POltage due stamps show payment of
SO clntilimi on delivery.

Switzerland. A triple 15¢ rate part -paid cover is shown as Figure 6. It was
mailed 10 Jan . 1870 from Washington, franked with a pair of 3¢ '69s. New
York stamped with the black INSUFFICIENTLY PAID and NEW YORK BR.
TRANSIT (red, in error, on front , and black on back). The Basel exchange office
calculated the total collect as follows:

total postage, 3x 15¢ (blue "3") . . . . . . . . . . 45¢
less postage paid . . 6¢
deficient postage . . . 39¢ 195 centimes (blue " 195')
fine . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
total to collect from addressee . . . 215 centimes (red "215' )

3. W. C. Coles, op. cit., P: 220.
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Figure 6. A Irip le 15f r.'. cover fronked 01 Washinglon Jon . 1870 with 6f on ly. Tol.1 coll ecl ., Zurich, 215
centi mes.

The fine in Switzerland, by convention, was "not exceeding 25 centimes". Other
1869-70 covers corroborate the above fine of 20 centimes.

( //.,

U.S "UJ~u.bNt; .

It
Figure 7 . Unp.id 'ingle r.le from N.k,kov. Denm.rk, Dec. 1872. Tol.1 coll.cl ., Ch icogo, 12f currency/ll; gol d.

Denmark. The cover of Figure 7 was sent unpaid from Nakskov, 3 Dec. 1872.
It was processed at Copenhagen with a black cds. and black boxed VIA TYDSK
LAND (Via Germ any), to send the letter by the normal route via Bremen or
Hamburg (very littl e mail was sent direct from Copenh agen by the Balti c Lloyd
line). On arrival at th e Chicago exchange office, the total collect U.S. CUR
RENCY 12 was applied , the equivalent of ll¢ gold - 7¢ postage + 4~ fine.

France. The last e xample, Figure 8, is a cover from Boston, 20 Oct. 1874,
franked at the single rate with thr ee 3¢ Continentals. It bears a b lack 21mm.
circular INSUFFICIENTLY PAID on front and a 36 x 4.5 mm. s.l. SHORT
PAI D on back. Transit was presumably by Cunard from Boston 20 Oct. At
Paris the total collect , 80 centimes, was writte n on front in red ink. This post
age du e (clerk's notes were on back, in same ink) was figured as follows:

tot a l pos tage. 10-20g.
less 9¢ u.s. paid for O-15g.

plus fine .
tot al du e

. 100 cent imes
. 45

55
. . . . 25

..... ....80
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Flgur. 8. Paid at .ingle rate from Boston , Oct , 1874 . Total coll.ct at Pari., 80 centlm••.
HUGH FINLAY'S JOURNAL
Va luable source fa" Co lonial period

$5.00 Postpaid
(Checks to U.S.P.r:.S.)

Richard B. Graham
259 E. Dominion Blvd., Columbus, O. 43214
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
GEORGIA STAMPLESS ? yes I collect
them and can use mos t anything-also
need ad covers. Please send priced or for
my quote. E. C. Owens 10780 S.W. 43 Ln.,
Miami, Fla., 33165.

WANT anything concerned with Spanish
American War of 1898 including U.S. Oc
cupation of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam,
Philippines-stamps, covers , correspond
ence, etc.-Leonard Diamond, 407 Lincoln
Road, Miami Beach, Florida 33139.

COLLECTOR needs U.S. offic ial seals,
Scott OX1-0X47. Covers, multiples, proofs,
essays, literature, etc . S. Kazman, 2 Skel
mor, Don Mills, Onto Canada.

WANTED: New Haven Arms Co., New
Haven, Conn., corner card covers from
1857 to 1866. James Tillinghast, Box 5.
Marlow, N. H. 03456.

WANTED: U.S. R1-R178, RB1-RB31. Blue
Star, 207 East Ave ., Batavia , N.Y. 14020.

WANTED: Petersburg , Va ., covers
stampless, classics , Confederate. Toby To
bias, 130 No. Hamilton Dr., Beverly Hills,
Cal. 90211.

WHY NOT sell you r better Black Jack
covers at auc tion prices, to a collector?
Robert G. McClellan, Box 563, North
brook, IL 60062.

TRADE-1847 # ls on cover from Balti
more; Norwich, Ct.; West Chester, Pa.;
Elyria, Oh io; & Indianapolis, Ind. Wishes
to trade for same from Michigan. Write
R. Hughes, Box 256, Eaton Rapids, Mich.
48827.

WANTED: U.S . #10's & # 11's . #10 on
July 20 Fi rst Month Cover. Also any other
first month covers; #11's showing im
print and " No" - IlORSI. 411.6, 60R6, 41L7,
41L8; Plate # 2 and Plate # 6 on cover ;
Plate #7 on or off cover. Will buy or have
VF-S color chart # 10"s & 11's and other
VF-S stamps for exchange. Will buy col
lec tions #10's & # 11's . Bill Amonette,
Box 3746, Radford, Va . 24141.

YOUR AD HERE FOR
50c a line. Send with payment
to Dale R. Pulver, 28411 Knicker
bocker Rd., Bay Village, Ohio
44140. Next Deadline June 15.
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ALPS' WESTBOUND VOYAGE FROM LIVERPOOL IN MARCH 1857
WAlTER HUBBARD

In The Chronicle for November 1974 (No. 84, p. 250), Alps's voyage from
New York on 14 February 1857 with Baltids mails was reported, with a request
to members to furnish details of covers carried by her in either direction.

In response, Mr. James C. Pratt (RA 2011) has sent photographs of the
cover, illustrated below, which presumably was carried by Alps on her west
bound trip from Liverpool of which The Times of 28 February had said "The
Cunard Company will despatch the Alps on Wednesda y next , the 4th of March,
the day on which the United States steamship Baltic should have sailed with the
mails."

.. ~ .. •.~-

Figure 1. Cover from London carried by "Alps" out of Liverpool 5 March 1857, and received as ship lette, at Bosto n.

Since that arti cle was written, more information on Alps's voyage has come
to hand and this shows that she sailed from Liverpool on 5 March (a day late);'
bound for New York v ia Boston where she arrived on 20 March. Her stay at
Boston was short, arrangements having been made "for the immediate dis
charge of goods intended for that port.">

Prepaid one shilling with two adhesives of the 1856 issue , endorsed "per
Alps via Liverpool" and addressed to Boston, th is cover went through the
Lombard Street Office (London) on 3 March, and then to Liverpool where
it received the SHIP LETTER MR 4 1857 LIVERPOOL (in red) on the following
day. On arrival at Boston it was correctly rat ed at 6 cents (Blake 563 in black),"
that being the charge on a ship letter addressed to the port of entry prior to 27
February 1861.4

Alan Robertson notes only one use of the Liverpool Ship Le tter handstamp
in red,"t hat strangely enough also on a letter to the United States from Lon don
endorsed "p Alps". Rated by Liverpool as a Ship Le tter on 4 March 1857, it has
a Boston SHIP handstamp and datemark of 20 March, thus confirming the
arrival date given above, Mr. Robertson thought that it had arrived at Liverpool
too late for Alps, but that does not now seem to have been the case.

In 1857 the rate for a letter by Private Ship from Great Britain to the
United States was 8 pence (per ~ oz), with prepayment compulsory? and the

l. Lloyds L ist, March 1857.
2. Th e Times, 3 March 1857.
3. M. C. Blake and 'V. W. Davis. Postal Mark;ng~ of 80.110" , plate 39.
4. Tracy W . Simpson, Un ited States Postal Mark;n~s 1851-61, p. 78.
5. Alan Robertson, Ma ritim e Postal H istor y of th e"B rit ish Isles, Liverpool, S l 5A.
6. The British Postal Guide, 1857.
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Figure la. Reverse of cover in Figure 1, showing th..t it w ..s treated ~I ~ ship letter by Liverpool Exch.nge office.

fact that Mr. Pratt's cover, although correctly prepaid for a letter by contract
mail steamer, was ra ted as a ship letter by Liverpool is strong evidence th at
whatever arrange ments were made between the Cu nard an d Collins Lines
(or the USPO Dep t) regard ing the rat ing of the mails from New York on 14
February, non e was made to cover the return voyage or, if they were, the Liver
pool Exchange Office was unaware of them.

.~

\ii,
I

Figure 2.:"And.....nd Alp." w.r••ist. r .hips, (Photo court• •y P••body Mu••um of Sal.m, M....)

Andes and Alps were sister ships and the first screw steamers to be built
by the Cu nard Company. Making their maiden voyages in 1852 and 1853 respec
tivc1y,7 neither of them norma lly carried mail. They did not have a long life

7. N.R.P . Bonsor; North Atlantic Seaway (1955 Edition) .
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with the Cunard Line as, after serving as hospital ships for th e British Govern
ment in the Crimean W ar , they were sold to the Spanish Government in 1859.
In the 1974 article cit ed above, it was said that A lps's voyage from New York
on 14 February "must ha ve been the first occasion on which a Cunard screw
steame r carried mails ac ross the Atlantic." This is incorrect as it is now known
that, three years ea rlier, she carried th e British mail s to, and Andes the
United Stat es mails from Boston on one voyage each in the spring of 1854.8

Nevertheless , covers car ried by A lps (or Andes) must be considerable rarities.

8. Walter Hubbard , Th e Chro nicle Ma y/ Au gu st 1977 PI' . 126 a nd 199.
THE EAGLE LINE-MAIL PACKETS FROM NEW YORK
14 OCTOBER 1873 TO MAY 1875-

VIA PLYMOUTH AND CHERBOURG TO HAMBURG
WALTER HUBBARD

It is not sur prising, perhaps, that Die Deutsche Transatlantische Dampf
schiffahrts Gesells chaft quickly became known, from the symbol in its pennant,
as the Eagle (or Adler ) Line on both sid es of the Atlantic.

Founded in 1872, th e Line's maiden voyage was made by Goethe, sailing
from Hamburg on 11 Septemb er 1873. On her return trip, from New York 14
October, she arr ived at Plymouth, aft er a passage of 9d. 8 hrs ., with 24 sacks
of mail , 10 of wh ich were landed . Ea stbound, their vesse ls followed the same
route as th e Hamburg American packets and carr ied the mails from New York
for Plymouth, Ch erbourg an d Hamburg but, westbound, th ey went direct from
Hamburg to New York. After the Lin e had settled down , sailings were from
New York on alte rnate Tuesdays, with a call at Ch erbourg, on the way to New
York, from 15 March 1875. In 1874 and 1875 they sha red the carriage of th e
Tu esday mails from New York with the Guion Lin e.

The shipping boom which followed the Franco-Prussian war was soon
over and, in March 1875, the Company decided to amalgamate their business ,
as far as the traffic to an d from America was concerned , with th e Hamburg
Amer ican Line. Although Schiller, sailing from New York on 27 April , had been
lost , the remaining six vessels were absorbed into the Hamburg American fleet
and departures from New York changed to Thursdays. The last Tuesday sailing
from New York on 4 May 1875 has been taken to close the Sailing List of the
Company as an independent line.

Fisca l Yea r to 30 June 1874
d o 1875

Saili ng
List

10
22

P MG
R eports

10
21

A bbr euiations: N Y New York : I' Pl ym outh: Ch Cherbo u rg : H H a mbu rg : F/ V o r L / V first
or last voyage : PD pl anned da te of dep arture .

1873
PO H Ch AR R NY PACK ET PO N Y AR R P NO TES

II Sep - I O ct GO ETHE 14 Oc t 24 Oct (0945) FIV
13 No v - 25 Nov GOETHE 9 Dec 19 Dec (1200)

1874
8 Jan - 25 J an H ERD ER 27 J an 8 Fe b F/V

23 do - 6 Feb GOETH E 10 Feb 20 Feb (0800)

5 Feb - 20 do SCH ILLE R 24 Feb 7 Mar (0925) F /V
6 Mar - 18 Mar GOETHE 24 Mar 3 Apr (1930) sa iled ld late from

NY

30 Apr - 13 May H ERD ER 19 Ma y 30 Ma y (09 10)
14 May - 25 do GOFT HE 2 J un 12 Jun (1005)
28 d o - 10 Jun LESSI NG 16 jun 27 Jun (1030) F/V
II Jun - 23 do H ERD ER 30 Jun II Jul (1340) e nd of Fiscal Year

1874
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I'D H Ch AR R NY PACK ET PO NY AR R I' NOTES

H Jul SCH IL LE R
1874
2 Jul -

9 do 
23 do -

6 Au g 
20 do-

3 Sep 
17 do-

I Oct
15 do 
29 do
18 No\' 
27 do 
10 Dec -

1875
16 J an -

25 Dec 
21 J an 
II Feb 
26 do 
13 Ma r 15
25 do -

I Apr 3
15 do 17

20 do
5 Aug

20 do
31 do
15 Sep
29 do
14 Oct
28 do
II No v
3 Dec
9 do

23 do

I Feb

7 J an
4 Feb

25 do
10 Mar
27 do

5 Ap r

14 do
28 do

14 July

GOETHE 28 Jul
LESSI NG I I Aug
HERD ER 25 Aug
SCH ILLER 8 Sep
GOET H E 22 Sep
LESSI NG 6 Oct
H ERD ER 20 Oct
SCHI LLE R 3 Nov
GOETHE 17 No v
KLO I'ST OCK 8 Dec
SCH ILL ER 15 Dec
LESSING 29 Dec

KLOI'STOCK 9 Feb

GOETHE \(j Feb
SCH ILLE R 23 Feb
LESSING 9 Ma r
H ERDER 23 Mar
KLO PSTOC K 6 Apr
GOETHE 13 Apr

SCHI LLER 27 Apr
LESSI NG 4 May

28 JU I (0500)

7 Au g (1400)
21 Aug (2130)
5 Sep (p .m .)

18 Sep (early)
2 Oct (1300)

16 Oct (1500)
30 Oct (1130)
13 Nov (1010)
27 Nov (0715)
19 Dec (0540)
25 Dec (0245)
9 J an (1940)

21 Fe b (1200)

:l Mar (070(»
6 Ma r (1200)

20 Ma r (0400)
3 Apr (0950)

17 Apr (1430)
24 Apr (0500)

15 Ma y

sailed 4d late from
NY

F/ V

sailed Id late from
NY

see note 1

see not e 2
sa iled Id la te from

NY
L/ V- see not e 3

Fiscal Year ended
30 June 1875

I. GOET HE sailed 4 days lat e from New York , and may not have ca rr ied ma il.
2. KLOPST OCK ca lled a t H al ifax 24 March for coa l a nd ini ti at ed th e Line's westbound

call a t Cherbo urg.
3. SCH ILLE R, wh en hom eward bound from New York , was wrecked in fog off th e

Scill y Islands o n 7 Ma y. SOllie of her mail was sa lvage d a nrl p icked np by POMM ER A NI A of
th e Hamburg America n Line.

fteferences 1813-1815
Antilla l R eports of the United Slat es Postmaster Gen era l; L loyds Lisl s Th e New York Daily

Trib une; Th e Tim es.
N . R. P. Bon sor, North Atlant ic Seaway (1955) Edit ion), PI' 319-20.
MORE ANENT INDIA MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES

It is now clear that quite a few members have be en enjoying at least a
casu al love affair with India. In response to th e article in Chronicle 100 they
have generously furnished photos or photocopies of some of their covers, to
gether with descriptions and comments . A short cooperative report see ms to be
in order.

First, th ere were the overpays. From Susan McDonald's collection were
two covers to Martinsburg, Ohio. Th e first , from Goojra nwalla, Oct. 70, was
prepaid at 9~as. (the earlier 28<£ Br. v S rate), the correct rate being 7as. 4p.
(22¢ Br. v S, Jan. 70-Jul. 75). Th e second, from Sealcote, May 71, was frank ed
at lOas. (the earlier Br. v M 30¢ ra te), correct ra te being 9as. 4p. (28¢ Br. v B,
Jan. 71-Jul. 75). John Drew furnished a horrendous overp ay cover from San
Jose , Ca l., 64-68, frank ed with n ¢ in stamps, and marked with ms. "Pd . 72,"
but credited by the New York office at the 45<1 Br. v M rate, ~-~oz. (earlier than
Apr. 59-Jan. 68). Of the seven rates to India listed at thi s period, th e sender ,
or the San Jose postmaster, may have had in mind th e n ¢ Bremen-Hamburg v
M or 2 x 36¢ PCM rat es.

Theron Wierenga sent in two interestin g covers, one unpaid by private
ship from Calcutta in 1850 (CALCUTTA G.P .O. SHIP LETTER and boxed
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INDIA) to London. The cover was addressed to Messrs . Grant & Stone of
Philad elphia, but also to "Care of Bar ing Brothers & Co , London," with further
directive on back "Mess rs. Bar ing Brothers &: Co. will please to forward by the
first steamer to Ame rica ." The cove r was so treated ; it was de livered to Baring
Brothers, who paid th e 2sh. 3d. post age due for transit to London v M, ~-~oz.,

and then rem ail ed it to Philadelphia, unpaid (l9ei debit to U.S. - Br. tr ansit to
New York). The seco nd cover , sent unpaid from Ca lcutt a Nov. 53, was debited
at London $1.30 to th e U.S., sent by Cunard Canada to Boston, arriving 5
Jan. 54. The Boston office crossed out the $1.30 debit and marked in ms. the
total rat e collec t a t Philad elphia, $1.40, Br. v M, ~-%oz.

James Pratt also contributed data on two covers , one appa rently showing
British part payment not recognized . This was an 1856 cover franked with pair
of 4as . '54 sta mps, making the 8as . ra te from India to the U.K. v S. However , th e
address was to Boston only (no English forwarder ), and thus the letter was onl y
partially paid. The Ca lcutta office finally noticed this, over stamped the original
boxed INDIA PAID with a boxed INOl A befor e forwarding to London. At that
office th e U.S. was debi ted a ms. 401£, and at Boston their lar ge handstamp 45
shows the total rat e collec t, Br. v S. Mr . Pratt furnished a 5ci op en mail God
dard cover from Boston , 63, whi ch showe d a London clerical error had been
corrected. A ms. deb it to Ca lcutta of I sh . 5d. was crossed over and Ish . 4d .
subs titu ted, for th e Id. colonial allowa nce on the tot al 391£ Br. v M rate; Ll.as,
6p. total collect a t Calcutta.

Although not from Hindostan proper , two scarce covers in th e collection
of Joseph von Hake mu st be mentioned . They are both from Penang (one of
th e Straits Sett lements-Penang, Malacca , and Singapore). The first is a fold ed
letter dat ed 2 Sep. 48 (tra nsit from Penang to U.K. not obvious from photocopy)
which was prepaid at the double ra te of 2sh. from Liv erpool to Boston by the
Cunard Acad ia. On arrival, 19 Nov., the Boston office charged retaliatory packet
postage by stamping a lar ge black "58" - 2 x 24¢ sea + 2 x 51£ U.S. dom estic
post age, collect at Salem , Mass. The second cover was sent unpaid Aug. 58. At
thi s tim e, 54-61, th e Straits Settlements wer e administe red by the Ben gal Circle
(pos ta l district) of India, which explains the boxed INDIA UNPAID appearing on
th e letter . London debited the U.S. 341£, with Cunard transit by th e A rabia to
New York, whe re total ra te collect was stamped, 39¢, Br. v M, to ~~oz.
CORRIGENDUM AND ADDENDUM
WALTER HUBBARD

In th e Cunard Sailing List for 1860-1869, published in Chronicle 90 (p . 162),
A frica was shown as sailing from New York on 18 December 1861. This is now
kno wn to be incorrect, as she sailed two da ys lat e-to he precise, on Friday 20
Decemb er at 0645 Ius, to arr ive at Qu eenstown on 1 January at 0200 hrs-this
lat e sai ling bein g confirmed by reports both in the Post Office Records, London]
and in Llouds L istP

If the Exc hange Offices knew of thi s delay, she could have carried mail
dated 20 December from New York or 19 December from Boston, in addition to
th at mad e up for her scheduled date of the 18th, and one would usually take
it for granted that they would all be rated as by Briti sh Packet.

This was, however , an unusual voyage as Africa, in addition to her own
mails, carried some for the Nort h Germa n Lloyd Lin e. In the Unite d Sta tes
Postmast er Gen eral's A nnual Rep ort .' under the heading "Amount reported as
du e the steamships of the Germa n Lloyd Line, being the sea postage for
the yea r ending June 30, 1862" it says : "Africa . .. Outward trip Dec 19,
1861 . .. $1645.31."

As neither Bonsor " nor Sta ff" lists any oth er vesse l called Africa on the

I. Post Offire R ecords, London: Post 4'1-16:;.
2 . L lovds i . ist: J an . 1862.
3. Th e Post m aster C en rra l's A 111111(/ 1 R e po it fo r th e Fiscal Year end ing June 30 1862

(W ier en J.;a Reprin t p . 240) .
4. N . R . I' . Bonsor : N orth At la n t ic Se" <1 '(/\' (19:;5 Edi tio n) .
:;, Fran k Sta ff : 'T h « 'Ira nsa t lan t ic M ail. .
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North Atla nti c in 1861, the inference is strong th at th e North German Lloyd
Line had made some arrangement with the Cunard Company for this voyage
and th at th at arrangement was pro bably th e cause of A frica's late sailing.
It follow s that, as the Postmaster Genera l paid compensation amoun ting to
$1645.31 direct to the North German Lloyd Line for th is voyage, mails routed
by that Company to be carried by A frica would have to be rated by th e Ex
change Offices as by AM. PKT.

In "The Cover Corner" in Chro nicle 97-8, a folded letter to Ca lcutta is
illustrated with the Exchange Office mark BOSTON AM. PKT. DEC 19 and
an arrival mark of LONDON DT JA 2 62.

As no American packets normally sailed from Boston on Thursdays or
from New York on Fridays (19 Decemb er 1861 was a Thursd ay), this folded
letter must eithe r have been carried from New York by A frica on 20 December
or by an American packet sailing on some other day, in which case th e Boston
Exchange Office clerk applied th e wro ng date.

The American packets which must be considered as "possib les" were Han sa
(North German Lloyd ), Glasgow (Inman and part of the Miscellaneous Line)
both sailing from New York on 21 December an d, althoug h unlikely, Ang lo
Saxon (Allan Line) from Portland 21 December. All th ese vesse ls were, however ,
reported by both Th e Tim es" and Ll oyds List" as arriving at th eir British ports
on 3 January , one day too late for the Lond on arrival mark. Therefore, if this
folded letter was not carried by Africa, both th e Boston and London marks
are incorrect.

Not proven perhaps, but if I were fortunate enoug h to own thi s most
unu sual letter sheet, I think I would write it up as "p resuma bly carried by
Africa of th e Cunard Line sailing from New York on 20 December 1861, under
part charter to the North German Lloyd Line."

6. Th e Times: Jan. 1862.
7. Loc . cit .
McBRIDE STAMP AUCTIONS, INC.
Bonded Auct ioneers - Appra isers - City & State licensed

Phone: 503·235·7071

3630 S.E. 34th Ave. Box C Portland, Oregon 97202

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION

JUNE 10 AND AUGUST 12

US, BRITISH COLONIES, FOREIGN, POSTAL HISTORY

Send For Free Illustrated Catalog

Prices Rea Iized Free With # 10 SASE

Consignments Of Fine Material Always Welcome
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SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF PHILATELIC EXPERIENCE
Sin ce 19 12 w e have served three generati ons of ph il ate lists- bring ing tog ethe r

buyer and seller in the ph il ate lic market . If you are an act ive ser io us bu yer, you
should be on our mail ing l ist. If a potent ial se ll er , con tact us immed iately for an
earl y auct ion sale d ate.

I w i l l g ladl y send you a copy of one of our rece nt sale cata logs w it h pr ices
real ized , wh ich may give you a better insi g ht in to th e presen t auct ion market .
Wr ite or phone toda y for ful l part icul ars.

P.O. Box 338
BRUCE W. BALL AUCTIONS

Ph. (205) 626-3036 Spanish Fort, Ala. 36527
! POSTAL HISTORY!
Covers of ev ery state, provi nce, usage & country in the wor ld . Ove r 100,000 cove rs
in stock , xerox's or se lecti ons av ai lab le. W ho knows I might have somethi ng for
YOUI Writ e w ith references, in tere st, & price range. So Write TODAYl

GARY HENDERSHOTT
1637·B East 15th St.

Litt le Rock, Ark 72202 U.S.A.
(501) 376-7243

P.S. Price Iist out Apr i I:
Member: uspcs , aps, spa , gps, bie. bn ap s, ehps, ph s, ccnyc, mms, tsde , asd a, et c.-
~~~~~~~11 Borrow with confidence ~~
;:1 In an y emergency. bo rrow ,~
~ the money you need at ~~

I,,Edelman's. Use your collec- I
'Ni tion as coll ater al and still

ret ain complet e ow nership.
~ At Edelman 's. you can 'A~
• obtain quick. con fidential ~iijl~

I
··,' loans for an y amount up ~etl~

I
',to 80 % of the value of ~
~ your propert ies - from ~

- ' $50 to $50,000 and more. ~
r~ ~rite t?day for fur ther ~,
• informat ion , ;,~

11 Bde/mIlN's I! 30' Old Yo,' Ro.d ~
; Jenkintown. Pa . 19046 'I]
;M', (Suburban Ph iladelphla) ~i

.~~~~~~
152
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STA M P SHOWS BE SURE

TO VIS IT MY BOO TH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AU C

TION CA TA LOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A . FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J . 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
Chronicle 102 / May 1979 / Vol. 31, No.2






	Cover
	In This Issue
	In Memoriam: John David Baker 1916-1979
	The Editor's Page
	Editorial

	Guest Privilege
	A Rare and Possibly Unique Variety of 9X1d
	A Sheet Margin Pair of the 5¢ New York That Was Removed from a Beautiful and Valuable Cover

	Prestamp and Stampless Period
	The Houston Fancy Laurel Wreath

	1847 Period
	1847 Straddle Pane Stamps

	1851-61 Period
	U.S. Mail Steamship Company Sailings to Panama: 1849-1859
	1 July 1851 Stampless First Day of Rate Covers

	Information Wanted
	1861-1869 Period
	Prisoners Of Texas
	The Plate Flaw on the 12¢ 1861 Stamp-A Continuation

	1869 Period
	The 10¢ Rate: Part Three, Transpacific Correspondence between the U.S. and Hawaii During the1869 Period

	Bank Note Period
	Two Cent Brown of 1883

	Foreign Mails
	Mail to the Two Sicilies
	Unpaid and Part-Paid International Letters, 1868-76 Conventions
	Alps' Westbound Voyage from Liverpool in March 1857
	The Eagle Line-Mail Packets from New York 14 October 1873 to May 1875-Via Plymouth andCherbourg to Hamburg
	More Anent India Mails
	Corrigendum and Addendum


