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AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE

OFFERS

GUARANTEED AUCTION REALIZATION

BACKED WITH 100% CASH ADVANCE

For the first time an auction house will guarantee the minimum net you will receive

from sale at auction and immediate ly advance this sum to you at no interest charge.

The only charge to you is a 10% commission on what your collection

realized at auction. (The buyer also pays a 10% buyers premium.)

When you sell your collection at auction you should and can have Immedl81e cuh.

Enjoy both the advantage of immediate cash based on current market value, and

any accrua l in value that occurs in a fast moving market by sale time.

Well over one million dollars has been advanced on properties secured in our bank

vaults scheduled for upcoming sales. Your consignment will be in excellent company I

Why not join the satisfied and instantly enriched sellers who believe in dealing with

America's # 1 firm.

Sell your collection through the auction house first in prestige, first in dollar volume.

Our auctions have realized over $7 million in the first nine months of 1979.

CAUCTION GALLERIES, INC.)

120 E. 56th St.

NEW YORK, NY 10022

TEL. (212)·753-6421

ESTABLISHED 49 YEARS



Philatelic Literature
Andorra to Western Austra lia: books on many co un tries are pu bl ished by Rob son Lowe
Ltd., a lso the famo us Encycloped ias of British Empire Stamp s in f ive vol ume s. Billig's
specialised handbook se ries are also availab le .

Recent publications include:

ST. HELENA POSTAL HISTORY AND STAMPS by Edward Hibbert

The enthra lling sto ry of the Post Off ice from its esta b lish ment in 18 15 , the year in wh ich

Napo leon Landed on the island in exile , w ith the Boer War per iod fu lly cove red , ha nd

stamps and datestamp s fully illust rated and classified . The adhesives a re dea lt with fro m

the plating of the Perkins Bacon issues to 1971 , the 150th anniversa ry of Nap oleon 's

death. 208 pages, over 350 illustrations , 4 pages of colou r and a ma p .

$42 including postage

POSTED IN GIBRALTAR by William Hine-Haycock

An authoritat ive work conta ining hitherto unpubl ished info rmation unearthed by the author

in the cou rse of ma ny ye ars resea rch in offi cial records, et c. 15 chapter s, 120 pages, the

ra re and un usua l illust rated tog e the r wi th fou r pages in colou r. Posta l History, Postage

Stamps and Statione ry .

$30 in cluding postage

THE POSTAL HISTORY AND HANDSTAMPS OF BRITISH WEST AFRICA by
Colin McCaig F.R.P.S.L.

Inte rest ing and int rig uing histo rical coverage spo nso red by the Postal Histor y Socie ty Inc.

New York an d The Societ y of Posta l Histo rians Londo n. 64 pages on art pap er, illustrated.

$10 in cluding postage

Complete Literature list f ree on request f rom: The Li te ra tu re Depa rtm e nt, 39 Poo le Hill,

Bournemouth BH2 5 PX, England .

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

The

Cables: "Stamps London SW1", Telex: 915410, V.A.T.No. 239/4486/31
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY .WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immecliate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street

A.PS Boston, Mass. 02108 CSA
SPA Phone: 617-523-2522 USPCS

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly In Feb., Ma y , Aug., and Nov. by the U. S . Philatelic Classics
Soc ie ty, Ine., at 2030 Glenmont Ave ., N. W., Canton, Oh io 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton,
Ohi o 44711 and additi ona l mailing office . Subscription price $14.00. Printed In U.S.A.
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Remarkable used blockof50 of
US#218 sold byRichard Wolffers, Inc.

in private transaction

~ canfind them. mcan sell them.
May wehelpyou buy orsell?

1(!9t!~!1£oW!f;:ll§!!§:nrNC.
127 Kearny Street, SanFrancisco, California 94108' 1id.(415) 781-5127
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Get 121/2°/0*more eash
for your stamps...
Kaufmann's is cutting their
selling commission in half!
Effective March 1 our auctions will be run on the European system
of 10% commission to the selle r and 10% commission to the buyer.

All consignments received after January 10 will be able to take
advantage of the new 10% comm ission.

Potent ial vendors are invited to contac t us for all the details.

Check these many advantages
of selling through Kaufmann's:

John W. Kaufmann, Inc. • 1522 K St., N.W. • Washington, D. C. 20005

f
Joh nw'

umann
Inc. .A~~ ~~~

• Only 10% selling commission.

• No lolling or photo fees , no other fees whatsoever.

• Free insurance on all consigned material.

• Liberal , interest free advance s on large auct ion cons ignments.

• Toll free phone (800-424-9519) available to buyers and sellers .

• Top quality catalogs considered by many dealers and collectors to be
the finest in the profession .

• Our reputation of being fair and honest to b9th buyer and seller.

Call toll free 800-424-9519 1*Seller gets 90% of the1\ realized price instead of
, only 80%...nets

one-eighth more
cash (12 Y2 %).
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
The diversity of thi s issue means there is something for eve ryone. Stamps
themselves are the focus of ar ticles by Philip T. Wall on plating th e mini ature
shee t of New York postmaster pro ofs and on the distinguishing characteristics
of Spe ra ti imita tions of th e 1017' 1847. Morrison W aud discusses experimenta l
papers and watermarks used for the 1883 217' b rown. The ambiguity of the local
demonet ization period is noted by William K. Herzog.

Carrier sta mps and their use on cover with th e 1847 issue are featured
by Creighton C. Hart. A Copperhead letter , th e Vicksburg by-p ass described by
Kenneth A. Whittle, and the problems in the Cover Corner provide sidelights
on the Civil War era.

Ch arl es L. Towle reports on newly discovered railroad markings and assigns
station markings to various categori es by use. An interestin g question of term
inology is considered in th e Prestamp section by Kenneth R. de Lisle.

Michael Laurence continues his discussion of th e 1017' ra te to the Far East
with an account of servi ce to New Zealand and Australia. Publication of New
York to Panama sailing data compiled and privately published about 40 yea rs
ago by Stanl ey B. Ashbrook begins in th is issue. The Guion Line sai ling lists are
concluded in the Foreign Mails section, whe re George E. Hargest also analyzes
an interesting cover to France.

Allan Badin, a new contributor ( from who m you will hear again) , writes
about a letter to Burma by North German Union mail and how its discovery has
required a revision in th e India rate chart. The short-lived French packet service
of Herout et de Handel, and a few covers carried by it , are th e subjec t of an
article by Ch arles J. Starnes.

It is with regret that I announce Maury Wand's resignation as Bank Note
Editor. For all of us, I thank him for his years of dedicated service and his
man y contributions. Fortunately Dr. Richard M. Searing has consented to be
the new Editor-please give him your coop eration and support .
REMINDER- U.S. POSTAL MARKINGS
In case you overlooked the announcement in th e Chatter of th e imminent

publication of Thomas J. Alexander's revision of USPM , entitle d Simpson's
U.S. Postal Markings 1851-61, this notice is to remind you to order your copy
or copies while th e prepublication price is still in effect.

Thomas J. Alexander, with th e assistance of man y USPCS members, has
extensively revised Tracy W . Simpson's classic work. The book has also been
materially enlarge d. It consi sts of 448 pages in 8lf x 11 format ; th e 2,672 tracings
of postal markings are shown life size: also featured are 364 halftones of covers
illustrating markings and uses, two maps and a color frontispiece. The book
is typeset , hardbound, and printed on heavy stock.

Prepublication price, postpaid, is $20.00-to all , not restricted to USPCS
members. Orders, with payment in full to USPCS , should be sent to Richard B.
Graham, 1245 West Fifth Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43212-please note special
address. The book should be rea dy for mailing by the end of the year. The
special price will be withdrawn shortly thereafter; post-publication price is
expected to be $27.50.

Order your copy (and your friends' ) now to avoid disappointment.
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GUEST PRIVILEGE

I

PLATING THE NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S MINIATURE

SHEET OF NINE POSITIONS
PHILIP T. WALL

Until recent years, this item has been referred to as a reprint (9X1R) by
the editors of the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps. Today,
it is more appropriately listed as a proof, but is still usually referred to as 9X1R
by dealers and auctioneers.

Source and Date of Inue

Much has been written in th e philatelic press during the past eighty odd
years about th e date of issue and origin of th e sheet of nine. Since this article
deals primarily with the plating of th ese proofs, I do not propose to repeat at
this time th e different statements and arguments set for th by various writers
in the past. Clarence W. Brazer in his article "New York Postmaster's Miniature
Plate of Nine" published in th e Twentieth American Philatelic Congress Book
(1954) wrote as follows :

All the evide nce gathe re d from my st udy of prints from this min ia ture plat e of nin e.
in la ck of any definite docum en tation to the contrary. convinces me tha t th ey were p re
liminary trial colo r pl a te proofs and norm al color black proofs on several trial papers.
submitted for app rova l of Rob ert Hunter Morris. Postm aster of New York abo u t
June I , 1845.

I am inclined to agree with Brazer as to th e origin and date of issue of these
proofs.

Color. in which the Proof. were Printed

Tri al color shee ts of nine were proofed on cream colored bond paper in
dark blue, dark green , bro wn, and scarlet. Sheets of nin e were proofed in black
on blue and white bond pap ers and possibly on India paper. If such proofs from
the sheet of nine actually exist on India paper , they are quite rare. The various
trial colors appear at auction in approximately th e same ra tio with the possible
exception that those in dark green appear less frequently th an those printed in
the other three colors. It has been my experience that at least three copies and
probably five copi es of th e black on blue pap er are offered at auction for each
copy of the bla ck on white bond paper th at comes up for sale. This latter typ e
is a semi-scarce proof.

Number of Multip le. and Full Sheet. Still Extant

At one time, Dr. Brazer own ed a block of six (Pos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9) and
a block of four ( Pas. 1, 2, 4, and 5) in brown and a block of four (Pos. 1, 2, 4,
and 5 ) in gree n from th e shee t of nine and knew of the existence of a hori
zontal pair in brown. Presumably, th ese multiples still exist. There we re at one
time two complete sheets of nine in black on blue bond pap er : th e sheet in
my own collection and the sheet formerly in th e Miller Collection in the New
York Pu blic Library. The latter was taken in the robbery th ere some yea rs ago.
The present whereabouts of th e Miller shee t is not known ; and it may no longer
be intact as it would be impos sible, in my opinion, for this shee t to be sold
on th e open market.

Various philat elic writers, such as Perry, Ashbrook, Brazer , etc., reported
they had heard rumors of a third sheet; but none of them was able to definitely
ascertain that such a sheet actua lly existed. A year or two ago, I heard that a
dealer on Long Island owned a th ird shee t; but upon my contacting him , he
replied that he had no reco llection of ever having such an item. In all prob
abili ty , my own sheet is the only one existing today; but at th e most , there can
be only two complete shee ts held legitimately by pri vate owners at this time.
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Figure 1. Miniatur. sheet af nine af New York 5.,. Pastmaster Pravisian.1 proof•.

T he history of my own sheet is as follows : it was purc hased from th e Daniel
F. Kelleh er Company of Boston in 1974, which in turn had acquired it earlier
that year from the esta te of Freder ick H. Cha ffee of Rutland , Vermont. Mr.
Chaffee had obtained it at the tim e of the 1969 Robert A. Siegel Rarities of
the Wo rld Sale (Siegel #350 ). After the sale of th e balance of the Chaffee
collec tion in Aug ust 1974 ( Kelleher #521 ), Stanley J. Richmond, proprietor
of the Kelleh er Company, gave me all of Mr. Chaffee's reference material, which
included an excellent enlarged glossy hlack an d white ph otograph of the ex
Chaffee sheet taken by John A. Fox in 1953. This photograph ( Figure 1) is
show n to illustrat e a complete sheet of nine.

Identifying the Nine Positions by their Position Dots

In the process of pr ep aring the plate to receive the tran sfer roll relief ,
it was necessar y to mak e posit ion dots on the plat e in ord er that the transfer
roll be impressed in th e soft plate in the proper alignment. As the position
Ch ron icle 104 / No vember 1979 / Vol. 31. No . 4 233



dots were located by hand, there is some slight variation in their location and
size. Th ese position dots are found on stamps (proofs) in the second and third
vertical rows- Positions 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, and 9. Th ese position dots are found in
the lowest wig curl to the left of Washington's face , and the difference in these
position dots is the easiest means of identifying positions 2, 3, 5, and 9. Position
6 may be readily identified by the douhle transfer below the bottom frame line,
and position 8 easily iden tified by the "shade d stock" on Was hington's neck.
There are no position dots in the first vertical row-positions 1, 4, and 7. On
positions 1 and 4, there is an identical curved line from the point of Washing
ton's chin extended downward and out to his cloak. On position 4, there is a
diagonal line through the I of FIVE. Position 7 has neither the curved line nor
the diagonal line and is the only position that does not have either of these
lines and in addition does not have a position dot. Th e most difficult positions
to identify are 2, 3, 5, and 9. Position 2 has a very high and extremely small
position dot that is sometimes difficult to locate. Position 3 has a small high
position dot. Positions 5 and 9 have large low position dots that fill the wig
curl. On position 5, the dot is nearer the left frame than it is on position 9.

More Detailed Characteristics of Each Plate Position

POlition 1 POltion 2

Position I- No po siti on dot. There is a curved lin e fro m th e point of W ashington's chin down
ward and ou t to hi s cloa k. A small dot is locat ed near the bottom of th e ste m of E of }'IV E
In the r ight section of 0 of O FFI CE, th ere appears a vertical da sh .

Position 2-Extremely small, very high po sition dot tha t is a lmost entirely covered by the curved
line of Wa shi ngton 's hair in th e d esign. There is a horizonta l engraver's line parallel to th e
top of th e sta mp that is mo st easily seen over the 0 of YORK. There are numerous vert ical
scra tches in th e left margin similar to tho se fou nd on positions 5 and 6. If the stamp from this
posit ion has wid e margins, th ere is a sma ll do t l.l mm to the rig h t and 0.3 mm above the
upp er r igh t corner.

Position J -Sma ll hi gh positi on dot . There is a faint ho rizontal engraver's lin e paralle l to th e
top of th e stamp th a t is most no ticeable over th e le tters ST of POST . A small do t is found in
th e half moo n of P of PO ST. A heavy concentra tion 01 vertica l p late scra tches is located
in the left margin where the lef t frame line a nd the curve of th e oval near ly touch . If the
stamp from th is po sition h as wide enoug h margins, there is a sma ll dot 1.2 mm to th e left
and 0.5 mm above the upper left corner. Al so . th ere is a di stinct horizont a l scra tch 1.0 mm in
lengt li in the bottom margin beneath the E of FIVE almost midway be tween po sitions 3 and 6.

Position 4-No position dot. A curved line ru ns from th e poin t of Washington 's chi n down
ward and out to his cloa k. T here is a diagona l lin e throug h the I of FIVE. O n well-inked
234 Chro ni cle 104 / Nove m ber 1979 / Vol. 31, No. 4



Position 3 Position 4

copies, th e cu rved line and th e di agonal line are con nected; and th is is most easily seen wh ere
the line cro sses the oval. On some copies from this po sit ion, th ere is a very faint horizontal
engraver's line parall el to the top of th e sta mp above the fir st F of OFFICE.

Posit ion 5 Position 6

Positi on 5-Large low posit ion dot th at fill s the curl and is nearer the left fram e lin e than is
a similar positi on dot on position 9. There are light vertical pla te scra tches in th e lef t margin
simi lar to those found on pos itions 2 an d 6. H owever, th ese scra tches a re more numerous on
position 5; and th ese crea te a dark appearance in th e left ma rg in . On well -prin ted copies,
th er e is a short hori zontal dash just ab ove th e top frame line be tween th e T of POST and th e
o of OFFICE.
Position 6-Very sma ll, very hi gh po sition dot sim ilar to th at found on position 2. There is a
distinct dou ble transfer in th e bottom ma rgin betw een th e F and E of FIVE and a lso 1.2 mm
to the left of the lower r igh t corner. Nu me ro us light vertical plate scratches in the lef t margin
are similar to th ose found on posit ion s 2 and 5 with th e heav iest concentration outside the

P of POST.
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Position 7 Position 8

Position 7-No position dot , no curved line leading downward and out to the cloak, and no
diagonal line in I of FIVE. There are three large plate bruises in the margin between positions
7 and 8 to the right of the CENTS lab el. The right frame line has a sligh t break in the
leaves above the S of CENTS. There is a large dot 0.3 mm to the right of this break. Several
plate scratches both vertical and diagonal ex tend the length of the margin between positions
7 and 8.

Position 8"7"Small low position dot. The plate bruises, scratches, and dot that are in the
right margin of position 7 are in the left margin of this position. This position has a lattice
or diamond shaped design on Washington 's neck that has become kn own as the "shaded stock"
variety. There is a small diagonal line in the top of the I of FIVE, a heavy horizontal line
through the main stem of th e E of FIVE, sever al faint lines in th e F of FIVE and numerous
dots and dashes in the oval over FIVE-most noticeablv over the letters I and E. On th e
bridge of Washington 's nose will be found a large dot' that ma y be a second position dot,
and still another dot will be found 4.0 mm to the left of th e second dot in the edge of
Washington's hair.

Position 9

Position 9-Large low position dot that com
pletely fills the lowest curl. The right frame
line is very weak or missing at the end of the
CENTS label. There are only a few plate
scratches in the left and right margins and
none in the top and bottom margins. Almost all
of the few ligh t marginal plate scratches will be
found in the left margin between the P of
POST and where the curve of the oval almost
touches the left frame line. On well- printed
copies, there will be found a small dot in the
bottom part of the I of FIVE and another small
dot in the foot of the left thin stem of the
N of CENTS.
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It should be remembered that the plating characteris tics shown on the
attached diagrams are much more heavily illustrat ed than are the same marks
on the actual plate positions from th e sheet of nine.

Paper Variety
Although Ashbrook, Brazer and oth er earlier write rs made no mention of

having seen these proofs with stitch wate rmarks, I have seen copies from
positions 4 and 5 with th is type of wa termark and would assum e th at such a
variety could appear on any of the nine positions.

Fake Cancellations
Occasionally, copies of th is proof will be offered at auction on which some

one has applied a fake cancellation, usually either a manus cript or a round
cork cancel. This proof was never valid for postal pu rposes, and it is most foolish
for any one to deface a beautiful proof in such a manner as this.

Facsimiles
In the reference files of the Phil atelic Foundation in New York City, there

are several copies of a fake or facsimile of this proof. The paper is th in, has
a slightly thick finish, and is of a color th at is similar to that of th e black on
whi te bond paper proof. Some of these copi es have very wide margins th at
would seem to indicate th ey were printed one at a time. These should not
deceive anyone who is familiar with the genuine proofs as the design is poor
by comparison. Nothing definite is known of the origin of th ese items. One
authority has expressed th e opinion these items were never intended to deceive
collectors but were made for use as advertising labels in th e 1880s.
SPERATI IMITATIONS OF THE U.S. lO ti 1847 STAMP
PHILIP T. WALL

On my way home from the 1979 Ann ual Meeting of th e U. S. Philatelic
Classics Society, Inc ., I decided to stop by Newport , Arkansas, and visit my
friend Dr. John C. Peyton, one of our leading specialists in the U.S. 1847 issue.
Dr. Peyton had arra nged to remove certain sections of his collection from his
bank in anticipa tion of my visit.

The off cover material was temporarily housed in a stock book. On one
page were thr ee stamps identified as Sperati fakes and for the sake of simplifi
cati on will be describ ed as "good (Figure A), better (Figure B), and best (Figur e

Figur. A. Sp.ntl Imit.tlan af 10¢
1847 .
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Figure B. Speretl Imltltlan of lOt
1847.

C)," referring to the qu alityof th e faker's work. The "bes t" imitation appeared
most authentic to me, and I could find no real differ ence in that stamp and
several other stamps in the collection that we both agreed were genuine. Then
my host brought forth th e auction shee t on which the stamp had previou sly
been hou sed in a pouchette. It had been lot 3323 in the sale of a well known
midwestern auction firm held March 23, 1975, and was described as follow s:
"Sperati forgery of 1O¢ Washington extre mely well execute d but [h as] spur
on left frame line, huge margins , blue oval cancel and pen strokes, very scarce."

The stamp in qu estion (F igure C) had severa l vertical plate scra tches near
the lower right corner and a vertica l scra tch approximately 2 mm . long outsid e
the left frame line opposite the "P" of "POST." The doctor brought forth his
cop y of Perry's ar ticles on plating th e 10¢ 1847 and, after a minute or two of
study, I expresse d the opinion that not only was the stamp genui ne but that
it was from plate position 66R. My host read Perry's description of position 66R,
re-examined the sta mp and then concurred in my opinion that the stamp was
both genuine and from thi s particul ar position on the plate.

The basic problem that has caus ed so man y people-including both knowl
edgeable deal ers and authors such as Lester G. Brookman as we ll as collec
tors-to mistake genuine U.S. 10¢ 1847 stamps as Sperati imitations is the
diagonal spur at the top of the left "X." Approximat ely a quarter of a century
ago, th e British Phil at elic Association published a set of books which purport
to explain and list the characteri stics of th e various Sperati fakes or imita tions,
including the 1O¢ 1847. Under the head ing "Specific T ests" for th e U.S. 10¢
1847, there appears the follo win g:

"(i) There is a dash outsid e the left fram e level with the top of the left
"X" other wise, Basic Test A is reallv suffic ient." (Bas ic Test A is th at the
genuine stamp was engraved while th e imitat ion was made by photo-lithog
raphy.)

It is unfortunat e that th e person prep aring this sec tion of the treati se on
Sperati fakes did not ha ve more knowledge of our 1O¢ 1847 stamp and more
specifically did not have access to the articles by Elliott Perry entitled "Plating
the 10¢, 1847" that appeared in th e Collectors Club Philateli st published by
The Collectors Club, New York Cit y, in 1924, ]925, and 1926. The specific
test referred to by the Briti sh Philatelic Associat ion an d adopted by Brookman
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Figure C. Genu ine IO¢ 1847.

in his writ ings is no test at all as fully five percent of the genuine stamps have
this same cha rac teristic . All stamps in th e righ t pane from positions 26, 36, 46, 56,
56, 76, 86, 96, 7 and] 7 ha ve a dis tinct diagona l sp ur leading out and down from
the top of the left "X." In addi tion, th ose sta mps from positi on 37R have a
trace of this same spur. T hus one out of every twenty genui ne stamps has this
spur at the top of the left "X."

In compa ring the spur on the Sperati stamps with the genui ne stamp from
position 56R in the Peyton collection, I find (1) th e spur on the imitations is
heavier (thicker) tha n on the genuine stamp, and, (2) the end of the spur on
the imitation s appears to droop downward while the end of the spur on the
genuine stamp seems to flare up ward.

Fo r purposes of comparison in the second pa ragra ph of this article, I
referred to the stamp in Fi gur e A as "goo d" and th at in Figure B as "be tte r,"
alt hough a more real istic compa rison between th ese imitati ons would be "poor"
for the stamp in Figure A and "fair" for the stamp in F igure B. Th e finely
engraved bl ack hori zontal background lines in th e genui ne stamp are broken
ill the sta mp in Figure B and have a "dot-das h" effect under a 7X glass, while
in the sta mp in Figure A these lines are often missin g entirely in certain por
tions of the stamp, most noti ceabl y under both "X's." Th e shading lines in the
crava t are virtua lly complete on the genuine stamp, whil e they are broken or
dotted on both imita tions. Th e imi ta tions have a jet or coa l bl ack appearance
as con tra sted wit h a less int ense shade of black on the genuine stamp. Overall,
the Sperati imita tion s of th e 1O¢ 1847 stamp are not nearl y as good as his
imitations of the 5¢ New York stamp.

Both of th e imita tions in Fi gures A and B have the following characteristics:
(1) a dot in the ver tica l stroke of the "P" of "POST"
(2) a large do t in the whi te oval under the "0 " of "OF F ICE"
(3) a dot outside and touching the left frame line approximately l~ mm.

below the "P" of "POST," and
(4) a vertica l dash approxima tely }i mm. lon g inside the right frame line

opposite the righ t "X" and approximate ly 2 mm. abov e the lower right corner
of the stam ps, and

(.5) an overa ll coarse appearance not found on the genuine stamps. In addi
tion, the stamp in Fi gure B has a clot in th e white oval below the "P" of "POST."

I hope the above mention ed notes will hel p philat elists to properly identify
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the Sperati imitations of the U.S. 10¢ 1847 stamp. Mor e important, I want to
dispel for ever the myth that a diagonal spur at the top of the left "X" of this
stamp automatically means that the stamp is a Sperati imitation.

ADDENDUM-S¢ NEW YORK ON COVER POSTMARKED "ELIZABETH, N.J ."

In my articles entitled "New York Postmaster's Provisionals Initialed 'ACM'
Used on Covers Addressed to New York City" in the November 1978 and
february 1979 Chronicle (Whole Nos. 100 and 101) 1 stated that, while pre
vious writers have reported uses from Eli zabethtown, New Jers ey, and Alex
andria, D. C., I had been unable to locate an evide nce of covers from eithe r
of these towns.

The cover that may have been the previously reported use from Elizabeth
town, New Jersey (now Elizabeth, New Jersey ) , was lot 130 in the 546th Sale
of Rob ert A. Siegel held May 17, 1979 (Figure D ). Lot 130 was described
as follows : "Elizabeth, New Jersey, February 13, light partly readable pmk,
matching '5' on tiny ornate Valentine cover, frill y green design, 5¢ New York
Postmaster (9Xl ), margins to slightly in , faintly cancelled but not tied by same
color blue as town and '5', cover has been severed in half horizontally, still
most attractive (Owner theorizes the Provisional Stamp was either used from
Elizabeth or was missed by the New York clerk and cancelled en route) ."

Figu,e D. 5¢ New Yo,k on cove, poslm.,ked
Eliubelh, N.J.

I have never examined this cover that went from Elizabe th, New Jersey,
to Rahway, New [ers ey, approximately ten miles southwest. A profession al
philatelist who had ample tim e to examine th e cover prior to its recent sale
informs me that the cover originated in Elizabeth, rather than in New York
City as theorized by the previous owner. Since Rahway is be yond Elizabeth,
in the opposite direction from New York City, J seriously qu estion that thi s
Valentine ever passed through the New York City Post Office in th e course
of its delivery to the lad y to whom it is addressed. Th ere are no markings on
the cover to indicate it was missent and forwarded. Th e large blue "5" to the
right of the Provisional would indicate the letter was sent unpaid as th ere are
no PAID markings anywhere on the face of the cover.

This provisional sta mp had no postal validity other than on mail from ,
through, and to New York City, as it was never intended to be a general issue.
The only two covers bearing thi s provisional mailed from a point outside New
York City to a destination oth er than New York City ( the cover from Jersey
City, New lersey, to Norwich, Connecticut, and th e cover from Philadelphia
to Montrea , Canada) both passed through Mr . Morris's office and were ac
cepted by the clerks as being valid for postal purposes. Had these two letters
not pas sed through New York City en route to their destinations, the pro
visional stamps would never ha ve been reco gnized by either the dispatching
office or the receiving office as paying the required posta ge.

If th e stamp on the cover from Elizabeth to Rahway served no postal
purpose, then it cannot be considered as a valid use of 9Xl outside New York
City. One philatelist with whom I have discussed this cover theorizes that the
sender of the Valentine was an admirer of President Washington and wanted
to use th e stamp as an attractive label on a letter to his fair lady during the
month of Washington's birthday. This is an interesting th eory, but wh ether
or not it is true will never be known.
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PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

A. D. SMITH
The Development of Rates of Postage, An Histor ical and Analytical Study

1979 reprint of 1917 boo k, cloth . . $40.00

JOHN S. GALLAGHER AND ALAN H. PATERA
The Post Offices of Ohio

1979, 320 pages, c1oth $25.00

LORAN C. FRENCH
Encyclopedia of Plate Var ieties on U.S. Bureau-Printed Postage Stamps

1979, 349 pages, cloth $30.00

HENRY W. HOLCOMBE
Patent Medicine Tax Stamps

Reprint of 137 art icles appearing between 1936 and 1957
1979, 632 pages, cloth , ed ition of 550 $50.00

J. DAVID BAKER
The Postal History of Indiana

1976, two volumes, 1, 100 pages plus microfiche. A few
autographed sets are still available and w ill be supplied
to USPCS members upon request $75.00

BRITANNIA DEPICTA
Britannia Dep icta, Road Atlas of Engiand & Wales by John Ogilby

and Emanuel Bowen, 1979 repr int of 1731 4th ed ition, in 1/4
leather to ma tch the reprints of the Acts of Parliament re lating
to the Post Office, edition of 300 $46.50

Great Britain , Acts of Parliament relating to the Post Office
1976 letter press repr int of all unrepealed Acts from 1710
to 1844, two volumes, edit ion of 300, out of print $85 .00

AIRMAIL
Airmail Special Delivery Stamps of the US, R.L. Sloat

1977, 86 pages, card . ._$7.50

American Air Mail Catalogue, Fifth Edition
Vol 3, 1979, 519 pages, ACTUAllY IN STOCK . $12 .50
Vol 2, 19 77 , 528 pages, cloth . $12.50
Vol 1, 1974, 478 pages, cloth . $12 .50

PRICE INCREASES
Methuen Handbook of Colour

1978, 3rd edition , 252 pages, cloth, 1266 colour chips $20.00
Can ad ian Phila tely, Bibliography and Index 1864-1973, Morin

1979, 302 pages, card . $20.00

The Waterbury Cancellations 1869-1890, Rohloff and Diamond
1979, 271 pages, c1oth .reg $35.00

deluxe $40.00

Note, all regular customers and advance orders were supplied the above books
at the published prices.

Leonard H. Hartmann
502/451·0317

I Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE PRESTAMP AND
STAMPLESS PERIOD

KENNETH I. DE LISLE, Editor
BOOTLEG LETTER-A DEFINITION ASKED
KENNETH R. DE LISLE

Editor Susan McDonald received a tho ught-provoking letter whi ch she
passed alon g to the Prestamp and Stampless Period section because, although
the subject discussed was seen in Th e Cover Corner, its origins are much earlier
than th e problem cover with the 31- 1857 stam p. The wri ter, Kenneth A. Whittl e
(RA # 1451) , quotes from Th e Chronicle, poses a ques tion and presents his
persuasive argument. With his permission we are reproducing th e letter in large
part, with minor editing:

Decem ber 15, 1978
Dear Su san:

I an noy yo u wi th this leit er because I think som e responsible organiza tion sho u ld
p resent a good, sharp defi n iti on of th e term "bootlegged cover ." This term has been
used in severa l articles, th e last on page 291 of th e Novem be r issue of Th e Chronicle.i
Said at th at time a nd place :

"T his is a n excelle nt exa m ple of what is usuall y ca lled a 'boo tlegged cover .'
T he cover in q uest ion bega n in Ohio and was sen t to th e Am er ican Board of

Mi ssion s in Boston. It was then taken out of th e ma ils a nd carried privately to
Bombay, Indi a ,"

The second pa ragraph exp la ins fu lly how th e wri ter tho ught the cover wen t , but wh y
th e d erogat ive adjectiv e? Philateli c publ ica t ion s permi t it, though th ey never seem to
give ei ther a m oral or legal basis for th e use .

The V .S.M . & P .O .A., page 186, vo l. 1860-1866 says:
" By the II th Section of the Act of 1845, Authority is f(iven to ca rry letter s a nd
pa cket s by pr ivate hallds, no com pe nsation tendered or rece ived therefore ill allY ll'a)',
or by spec ial m essen ger employe d fo r the sin gle part icu lar occasio n .

The i ta lics are in th e origina l as q uoted in page 186. T h is ap peared in August 1 8fi~ ,

a nd th e law quoted is that of Ma y 1845, a per iod whi ch covers the pos ta l mailer in
q ues tio n . If th e po st office thoug ht such mai l sa tis fac to ry, wh y don 't philateli sts?

In that [same] issue of T he Ch ron icle, page 290 , I descri bed a cove r wit h a ;; ~,

1857 sta mp, postmarked Sche nectad y (N .Y.) add ressed to " Mission H ou se. Ne w York
City" with a not e on the bottom left, " Corisco , Western Afr ica ." In th e co rresponde nce
a t this Afr ica n post th e m ission a r ies spoke of the " Missio n 1\l ai l"-it was le t te rs , five
or six to eac h member, which had been bund led up and sent b y mail to the head o f
th e m ission . \ Ve tru st th e m a ili ng was legal , but wh ether it was or not . th e individual
leiter s would never in d ica te it. At t im es th is went out of th e ma il by th e mi ssion boa t ,
a sh ip wh ich d id not travel any po st roads. All officia l mail for Co risco had to lea ve
the official arms and tra vel "o u t of th e mail " for no cou n try served Co risco . Before
one may label mi ssion m ail as bootl egged he has to kn ow speci fica lly th a t it is such ,
the outsid e will not te)1 him.

Mr. Whittle in his letter then turns to oth er writings in an effort to clarify the
use of the term "bootleg cover." He quotes from a monograph which touches
on the subj ect and pictures some examples, The Hudson River Mail, wh ich
states :

Therefore a letter "bootleg ged " up the ri ver in th e pocket of a n accom oda ting passen ger
cou ld be q uiet ly drop ped in to a conv en ien t box a t the Albany post o ffice. T he pos tage
cost to th e reci p ien t at A lba ny would be I cent , a sav in g o f 5 cents per leiter. . . .2
. . .. Some tim e prior to 1820 m ore e ffect ive measures mnst ha ve been used to in 
sure com p liance with th e la w, lor we find few of these in trigu ing " boo t leg" letters
after that d at e, even th ou gh posta ge was not su bs ta n ta lly red uced unti l 1845.:1

In the Whitt le letter are several photocopies of letters owned by him, sup
porting th e proposition that the Post Office Department or its age nts knew
full well that for at least a portion of their transit from origin to destination they
were privately carried . Comme nting on the covers , Whittle sta tes:

I. George Alevizos , in "T he Cover Corner ," Chronicle 100:2YI.
2. Kenneth R . de Lis le , Th e H udson River Mn i! /80-1-1858, Alb an y In stitute of History

and Art. 1969, p. 12.
3. Ibid., p. 12.
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Datelined New York, April 8,
1823, and endorsed lip, Steam
boa t." Contents suggest letter
w as inten de d to go by steam
ba a' as a loose leH. r. Ins'ead
it wa s carried by favo r '0
Albany and dropp.d at the
pa st office th ere . IF carr ied by
the bo at captain, th e Albany
P. O. would have ma rked it
"B" and rated postage from
New York.

All th e cove rs excep t th e last were wr itten in Sche nectady during the 1830·s.. . .
In Th e Hudson River Mail , Plat e 7 a nd Plat e Ii. sim ila r cov ers from thi s writer appear
with no co m me n t o f this carriage of mai l from Sche necta dy to Albany .. for the
down -river boa t- either th at wa s consi dered th er e as normal mai l, or th e con te n ts had
not been exa m ine d and origi n de termined , Of possib ly th e le tt ers were wri tt en in
Albany, which I doubt. I sugges t that as far as I know this wa s lega l: th e intent was
fas te r, not che a per, serv ice.

The middle two cov er s [sh own on th e phot oco pi es] , written in Schenec ta dy a nd
"ca rried in the pocke t of a n accomodating p assenger " arc pos tma rked Ne w York [h eing]
d ropped th ere, cha rge d I¢ eac h . Bo th of th ese letters carry in th e left bottom corner
th e name o f th e pocket d onor. I d oubt th at th e writ e r o f these lette rs, wh o was a re
t ired busin ess m an of keen awareness of matt e rs o f th e rim e would adver ti se on the
ou ts ide of hi s letter, involving both h imself and hi s fr iends, if this operat ion was no t
co ns id e red lega l hy him. These le tt e rs were not ch a lle nged by th e post office.

After a discussion on other kind s of ma tter carried outs ide of th e mails
legally (railroad business for example) and th e abuses whieh crep t in when
the railroads sent bu siness corresponden ce ou tside the mails in viola tion of
the 139th Section of the Postal Laws, Whittle points out that th is practice
wou ld subject the mail to forfeiture and the sende r to a fine. He reasons that ,
since the postal authorities knew of the so-called "bootlegged" letters, yet did
not act in any way to end the practice, it follows they were not illegal and,
by defini tion, cou ld not be boo tlegged matter. Our correspondent ends his letter
by saying :

Everyth ing I hav e see n see ms to indicate th at a p er son can legally carry a letter
partly or wh olly o u t of th e mail , p rovided h e is not m aking a business o u t of it a nd not

This lett er orig inate d at Edwardsburg , Uppe r Canada (on the St. Lawrence west of Montre al), AU9. 19, 1790 .
It 'ook nearly two mon ths to reach New York (by shi p via the St. Lawren ce?) where it was rated 2d , IIpparently
as a ship lett er. Inland po stag e by the normal route from Burlington, Vt., to New York wa s certainly evad ed ,
but w as such evasion ill eg al?
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An interesting le"er date lined "Mackina, July 20, 1829." It w as first handed in at the Detroit P. O. and then
w ithdrawn (proba b ly to la ve th e 25" pOltage to New York). The le"er It atel, " Eli.. . . . will go through
New York & will put this in the post office of th~t City." Eliza, howeve r, must have handed it directly
to a Ihip as it neve r ent ered th e New York P. O. Since the Detro it P.O., knowing t he le"er would be
c..rried outs ide the m..ils , permitted it to be w ithdrawn , such carriage evi de ntly w as not cons idered contrary
to reg ulatio n•.

gett ing paid for it. The term " boo tlegge d" may be on ly a philatelic epi the t; only
the Post Office Dept. ca n determine tha t cond it ion. I think the te rm need s looking
into.

Unknown to Whitt le, this same subject was bro ught to th e atten tion of
readers of the F ebruary 1975 issue of The Bulleti n of the Em pire State Postal
H istory Society, in a short ar ticle which completely supports his contention.
The au thority is none other than the Postmaster-G eneral, Return J. Meigs,
(1814-1823 ) . The follow ing is a transcript of the article; the personal pronoun
is that of your Prestamp and Stampless Edi tor:

BOOT LEG LE T T ER S- A R EVISION:
On e of th e fascinating aspects of postal hi story research is th e find ing of inforrna

tion which set s forth new fact s or clarifies a her etofor e " fuzzy" situa tion. It was my
good fortu ne to ru n across such a find recent ly, wh ile working on th e microfilm rec 
ords of L ett ers Suit by th e Postmaster Genera l.

Most of us have heard the term " bo ot leg letter. " It is applied to a letter writ ten
in one location and carried privat ely to another, th er e to be pu t in th e post office a t
a con sid erable sav ing in postage fee. For exa mp le, a letter written in New York City,
carried upriver by a pas senger on th e steam boa t and dropped in a t th e Alba ny post

From Cala il , Me., Ju n. 14, 1849 , to Hal ifax , N.S. Mailed at St. John, N.B., June 23, 1849. P.ncil notat ion at
low.r left: " Will Mr. J. W. Smith pl.... ma il at St. John & oblige E. Dyer ." This practice is ulually d.lcribed
a. "boot leg ," but, if Mr. Smith rece ived no comp.ns~tion , it w as not unlawful fo r him to carry 'he le"8r,
and the term is inappropr iate .
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Le"er from N e I Ion
(M. dil on Co.), Oel. 18,
1824, earr led out of
th e mail and placed in
th e Albany P. O. II •
dro p le"er . No evi ·
de nce th.t the inten.
tion w as to eva de post·
ege.

off ice is often seen . The rat e betw een New York a nd Al ba n y from 1792 to 1799 was
15¢ for a single le tt er. Up to 1816 it was 17¢ 125Y2¢ d uring th e war ra te per iod ) ,
18Y2¢ up to 1821 a nd 12 011 from th en u n til 1845. Yet , th is sam e lett er if carried on
the boat by a pass enger a nd and d ropped in at the A lba n y office cost o n ly I¢ if for
a n Alb anv ad d ressee .

W e have a lways co nsid ered th is a n ill egal pract ice, hence th e appellation .
H owever , scan n iug through Roll ;-';0 . 19, I fou nd the followi ng:

August I I , 1815
Alexa nd er Coffi n , Esq. , P.M .
Hudson , N .Y.

Sir: You r let ter of th e 7t h is bef ore m e. If passeu ger s in packet boat s
drop letters whi ch th ey have b rou ght with th em int o th e post office yo u can cha rge
on ly on e cent o n them , this fo r you r trouble. You a rc not bou nd to rece ive for de
livery b u t it wou ld be di fficu lt to a m id doi ng so, they m ay be d ro p t [sic] int o you r
office withou t your ku owl ed ge.

RJM Jr.
Th is is q u ite informa t ive, as it tell s us while th e p ra ct ice was no t rea lly authori zed ,

it was co ndo ned a nd th e term "bootleg" is a mi snomer. Web ster d efines bootleg as
" . . . to mak e, se ll or carry (esp . liqu or) ill egall y." Postm aster Gen eral Return J.
Meigs, j r. , took the p ractical approach o n th e questi on and it can hardly be ca lled
ill egal if he re cogn izes it a nd sets a fee o n th e product.

I , for one , will have to ch ange th e d escriptive cap tions on one or mo re alb um
pages !

Susan Me.Donald, in responding to Whittle, suggested tha t a "bootleg" letter
should be defined as one carried illegally to evade postage, th e elements of
illegality and evasion both being necessar y. Several so-ca lled "bootleg" covers
are illustr at ed with these comments, but it is difficult to find any that combine
both criteria of the definition .

Comments and supporting/ refuting dat a are solicited. At a future date we
shall examine on these pages any pro and con arguments. Perhaps we can come
to a conclusion which will support the term "bootlegged cover" or lay it to
rest, forever ! Correspondence should be addressed to the Section Editor.
SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF PHILATELIC EXPERIENCE
Since 191 2 we have se rved thre e gene ratio ns o f p h ile te lls tsc- b r inqi nq to gethe r

b u ye r a nd se lle r in the phi la te lic ma rket. If yo u are a n act ive se rious b uye r, you
shou ld be on o u r mai ling lis t. If a po te ntia l seller, contact us im m e di a te ly fo r a n
ea rly auction sale da te .

I w ill gl ad ly send you a copy of one o f our recent sa le catalogs w ith p rices
realized , wh ich may give you a bett e r in s ig ht in to the p re se nt a uct io n ma rke t .
W rite o r p hon e to da y fo r fu ll pa rt iculars .

P.O. Box 338
BRUCE W. BALL AUCTIONS

Ph. (205) 626-3036 Spanish Fort, Ala. 36527
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
CARRIERS' STAMPS ON 1847 COVERS
CREIGHTON C. HART

During the 1840s and earlier, postage rates paid for a letter to be carri ed
from the only post office in one locale, regardless of .its size, to the one post
office in another. By 1842 New York had grown and spread over such a large
area th at a pri vate post car rying the mail from letter boxes to the post office
and from the post office to the addressees was an immediate success.

Th at private en terprise, the City Despatch Post (Figure 1 ), started in
February 1842, was soon purchased by the New York Post Office under au
thori ty rece ived from Washington. Th is service, the United States City Despatch
Post, ( Figure 2 ) continued in bu siness until late November 1846 when it was
discontinued.'

Figure 1. The City Despatch
Po.t wa. the first adhesive
,tlmp used in the United
Stat e,. The three cenls plid
one cent carriage to .he
N.y .p.e.D., on e cent for the
U.S. drop rite Ind one cent
for delivery to the addressee.
Thi, letter po,tmlrked Febru·
Iry 14th, 1842, carried I
handwritten Valentine poem
to Miss France. Sattane.

Alexander M. Greig , a New Yorker , starte d the City Despatch Post but
it was own ed by Henry Thomas Windsor, a Londoner. Windsor had seen how
popular and efficient the new Penny Post was that Sir Rowland Hill had intro
duced in England about two years earlier.

Th e City Despatch Post is, of course , known for having printed the first
adhesive stamps but it is also noteworthy as being the first to place letter boxes
strategically about New York City where mail was regularly picked up and

Figure 2. The United
5tlte, City Despltch
Post ,'amp i. the same
IS the City Despltch
Post ,tlmp with the
word, United 5tlte,
added after thlt pri.
vlte post hid been
pur chi' e d by the
N.y.p.e.D. Thi, i, the
first ,tamp iss ued by
luthority of the United
State, Post effice De·
partment. Thl.1 ,'amps
were clncelled with a
U, 5. in In oellgonar
frlme. (See Irrow).

01.-/ (':$ L rU
,/~(~

,~~ %YL/

I. Elliott Perry, Cent enary of th e First A dh esive Postage Stamps of t ile u.s.
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then delivered to the residence or office of th e addressee. Th e importance of
this, as far as the carrier stamps are concerned , is that the postal service as
we know it today had its beginning at thi s time with the Ci ty Despatch Post.

Th e unique place the City Despatch Post has is shown by Scott's U.S.
Specialized Catalogu e wh ere thi s stamp is listed as both a post office carri er
and a pri vate local. From February until August 16, 1842, it is listed as a local
and af ter that date it is recognized as a carrier becaus e it is cancelled with
the official cancellation of the New York Post Offi ce. Th e "2 cen ts" City Des
patch Post stamps printed on various colored papers at lat er dat es have no
connection with the original "3 cents" City Despatch Post eve n though the
same design wa s used.

Despite the proven need for a U.S. Post Office carrier service none was
provided again for a period of three years, not until 1849, wh en the postmasters
in New York, Phil adelphia, Boston, and Cha rles ton, South Carolina, printed
their own stamps an d offered carrier service by regul ar post office employees .
Th e Baltimore postmaster followed suit in 1850.

However , the public was not without th is convenience between 1846 and
1849 because private companies in New York and Philadelphia printed stamps
and opera ted efficiently-notably Boyd 's Express in New York and Blood's in
Philad elphia. In fac t, the private local posts were so efficient that, when the
New York and Phil ad elphia postmasters decided to ren ew post office carrier
service, few residents used it but continued wit h the loca l pri vate posts.

As editor of the 1847 Section, I will endeavor to list for our members all
of the 1847 covers with carriers' stamps. With the help of many members.
up-to-date lists have appeared in past Chronicles for transatlantic covers, 1O¢
bise cts, and most recently of New York state postm ark s.

Figure 3 . One design printed in three colors w al used at N. Y. City for carrier serv ice . This rose stamp w as
not cancelled bu t it is ti ed by the N. Y. po,tmar k. II is a lso know n pri nt ed on yellow and buff pap er.

This, issue of the Chronicle lists the only covers I know about at pr esent.
The list includes those that have been offered in past nam e auctions or have
been so far reported by collec tors. How man y othe r cove rs are th ere that should
be included ? If collectors having 1847 carr ier covers will write me, together we
can complete a list that will be valuable to pr esent-day and future collectors.
Then, too, it may answer th~,s qu estion, "Which genuine 1847 carrier covers
are rare, scarce, or common?

In the following tabulations an "X" is used if th e information is either
missin g or illegibl e. A "?" means the data might be evide nt if the cover could
be examined.

Th e New York post office had ca rrier sta mps ( Figure 3 ) printed in th e
same design on three different papers : rose, yellow, and huff. Scott's Spe cialized
lists all thr ee on cover with 5¢ stamps hut none with the 10¢ denomination.
The 22 New York carriers I list are also all with 5¢ stamps.
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Date
I. Mar. 16. 1849
2. Aug. 9, 1849
3. Mar. 15, 18-X
4. May X. 18-X
5. Ju (?) 3, 18-X
6. July 6, 18-X
7. Oct. 4, 18-X

Date
8. July II , 1850
9. May 10, 18-X

10. Oct . 20, 18-X
II. Nov . 15. 18-X
12. Jan. 21, 18-?

Date
13. Mar. 2, 1850
u . Mar. 14, 1850
15. May 14, 1850
16. May 17, 1850
17. Nov . 7, 1850
18. Mar . 13, 18-X
19. Mar . 16, 18-X
20. May 20, 18-X
21. Feb. 12, 18-?
22. May (?) IS-?

Rose N.Y.C. Carriers-a
Comments

Pen cancell ed , not tied to New J erse y
Blue do t cance l, not tied to Massachusetts
Tied by pen cancel to Princeton , New Jersey
Pen cancelled, not tied to H artford , Connec ticu t
Pen cancelle d , tied by N. Y. grid to Farmington , Maine; " Due 5"
No t cancelle d bu t tie d by N. Y. postm ark to T roy, N. Y. (Figure 3)
Pen cancell ed , not tied to Mid dl etown , Co nnecticu t

Yell ow N.Y.C. Carriers-5
Com 7'wnts

Cancelled and li ed by pe nc il to Boston . Mass,
Ca nce lled and tied by pen to Na tick, Massachusetts
Cancelle d by manuscript . tied by gr id to Midd leto wn , Con n.
Pen cancell ed . ti ed by N. Y. gri d to Troy, N. Y.
Pen can celle d . not ti ed to Cambridge, Mass.

Buff N . Y. Carriers-JO
Comments '

Pen cancelled, not tied to Baltimore, Maryland
Pen cancelled, tied by N. Y. grid to Providen ce, R . 1.
Manu script cancel, t ied by N. Y. PAID to Phila .
No t cance lled nor t ied to Montgom er v, Ala .
Cancell ed and tied by pencil to New H aven , Conn.
No t can celled nor tied
No t can celled nor ti ed to W ashi ngton , D. C.
Pen cancelled, not tied to Alba ny, N. Y.
Pe nci l cance lled. not tied to Bordentown , N.J .
Pencil cance lled. ti ed by N. Y. grid

Figure 4 h.. the small
Philadelphia car r i e r
which is not cancelledI' is customary.

Color Paper
W hite
W hit e
Bl ack
W hite

Color Paper
Blue
R ose
Rose
Yello w
Rose
Vermillion
Rose
Rose
Rose

1850
1850
1851
IS-?

Date
I. Fe b. 19, 1850
2. Aug. 28, 1850
3. Mar. 8, 1851
4. May 8, 1851
5. Dec . I , 185\
6. Mar. 7. 18-X
7. June 13, 18-X
8. July 18, 18-X
9. Au g. 10, 18-X

Date
10. X , X,
I I. X, X ,
12. Mar. 31,
13. Ma y 5,

The Philadelphia post office had two styles of carr iers printed; the first
one in early 1849 is a very sma ll one with black ink on rose paper (Figure 4 )
which is known in several varieties . Th is same design is also known printed
later on vermillion, blue, and yellow papers. In 1850, a second design was printed
which is known in gold ink on black paper, with blu e ink on white paper (Figure
5) , and black ink on white pap er . All presently listed are with the 5¢ stamp s.

Straight-line U.S.P.O.-9
Com me nts

T ied by blue gr id to No rt hum berland , Pa.
Not cance lled nor tied to Westchester , Pa .
No t cance lled nor t ied to Richmond , Va. (Figure 4)
No t cancelled to Germantown, Pa.
No t cancelled nor tied
Not cancelled nor tied
No t ca nce lled nor tied to N.Y.C.
No t can cell ed , tied by postm ark
T ied by postm ark to Cald well , N.Y.
Curved U.S.P.O.-I

Com merlt"
Blu e ink , can celled red star , no t ti ed
Blue ink, cance lled and tied with red star (Figure 5)
Go ld ink, not ti ed to Ne w York City
Black ink, red star cancel , not tied
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Flguro 5 hOI tho socond

~:fJ:d i: :h~'i~;d ~~:;
in Phila:Tolphio. Tho 5, ·
'47 stamp was uneen
collod whon it roochod
Now York who ro tho
rod 13 bar grid was
st ruck.

Carriers used at Boston arc all of the first variety printed there. Th ey are
nearl y all cance lled and tied with a red or black fan cy circle of pearls ( Figure
6 ). All are on covers with 5¢ sta mps .

Date
I. Mar. 6. 1850
2. Ma r. 18. 1850
3. July 8. 1850
4. Aug . 27. 1850
5. Oc t. 14, 1850
6. Apr. 30. 1851
7. June 18, 18-X
8. Aug. 22. 18-X
9. Oct : 3, IS-X

10. Nov. 27. IS-X
II. Dec. 24, IS-X

Boston Carriers- I I
Com m ents

Cancell ed and tied by circl e to France
Can cell ed and tied by b lack circle and postm ark. (Figure 6)
Ca nce lled and tied by b lack circle and grid
Ca nce lled and tied by black circle to Windsor, Vt .
Cancell ed but not tied to Ca na da
Manuscript cance lled, ti ed by postmark to Conn .
Cancell ed and tied by circle to Washington
T ied and cancelled by Boston postmark
Ca nce lle d and tied by red circle
T ied and cancelled by Boston po stm ark
Not tied no r can cell ed to Sturbridge, Ma ssachusetts

Figu ro 6. Tho pro"or
Bostonians thoug ht ul
Iy placod tho ir carrior
stamps near the '47
stamps so that thoy ..0
noar ly always tiod by
a townmark as well as
being canconod with
the usual circle of
poorls in oithor b lack
or rod.

John Honour was a post offi ce letter carrier in Charleston, S.C. , who had
stamps printed for th e conveni en ce of his customers ( Figure 7) . His stamps
are known on covers with both the 3i and the lO¢ denominations.

Date
I. July 18. 1849
2. July 14, 18-X
3. July II . 1850
4. June 4. l8-X
5. June 7. 18-X
6. ?, ?, 18-X

T ype
La rge ova l
Large ova l
Sma ll sq uare
Sma ll sq ua re
Sma ll sq uare
Sma ll square

Charleston Carriers-- 6
Comm ents

Ca ncelle d and tied by gri d with 10¢
Ca nce lled and tied by cra yon with IO¢ to N.Y.C.
Ca ncelled and tied bv postmark wi th pair 5¢
Pen cance lled. not tied with 5¢
Pen cancelled, not ti ed wi th 1O¢ (Figu re 7)
Pen cancelled and tied to Co lumbia
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Figure 7. One of seve ral cove.. (5 or morel w ith the Charleston Honour carri er stamp that have the terminal
postmark of the Wilmington & Raleigh Railro ad used by rail rout e agents . Cancellation leaves e one-eyed
Washing ton peer ing from the stamp.

Carriers' stamps on 1847 COvers from Baltimore probably will be the scarcest
because none was offered the public un til 1850 (Figure 8) . To date only two
are listed, both with the 5¢ stamp .

Ba ltimore Carriers- 2
Date Carrier Comme n t

1. May 27, 1850 R ed on b lue p ap er No t cance lled nor ti ed
2. No vem ber I I , 1850 R ed on blu e paper Not cancelled nor tied (Figure 8)

As is usual Scott's U. S. Specialized Catalogue has a section on Carriers'
Stamps. In addition to the carriers' stamps known on 1847 covers, it also cata
logues other carriers printed later, some as late as 1858. Of course, most are
found on letters with postage stamps issued after the 1847s. Th e last few para
graph s from the introduction to the carri er section are quoted in full: 2

Prices for Carr iers' sta m ps on cover are fo r covers havin g th e stamp tied by a
hand stamped cancellat ion.

Carrie rs ' sta m ps, either uncanceled or pen -canc eled , on cove rs to which th ey ap 
parently belong deserve a pre m iu m of ap prox im ately 2; per cent over the prices for th e
resp ecti ve uncan celed or canceled off -cover stamps.

Stamps are listed " On cover" only when th ey are known to exist tied by a ha nd 
stamped can cellation .

All Ca rrie rs ' stamps ar e imperforate and on wove paper, either white or colo red
through, u nless otherwise stated.

Counterfeit s ex ist of many Carriers ' Stamps.

Figure 8. A cover wi th
the Baltimore Clrrier.
"Due 5" indiciltes a
double weight cover,
due to the extensive
enclosur es. Photo by
William T. Crowe.

Th e third sentence above sta tes that stamps are only listed "On cover"
if the carrier stamps are tied by a hand stamp. Only 20 of the 54 covers listed

2. Scott Sp ecialized Cata logue of Un ited States Sta m -ps, 1978 Edition , p. 357.
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herein are tied by a handstamp yet many, if not all , are genuine .
Coll ectors spe cializing in the postal history of our first issue should be able

to include genuine carrier covers wi th confidence even if the stamps are neither
tied nor cancelled. To accomplish thi s for 1847 covers your editor, with th e help
of other specialists, will list in a near future Chronicle all th e 1847 covers th at
are reported with carriers and spe cify which are genuine. The reasons they
are believed to be genuine will be detailed even if the stamps are neither can·'
celled nor tied.

Th e last sentence in th e quote from the Specialized states th ere are counter
feits of many carr iers' sta mps. Th is is a field about which I ha ve so little in
form ation that I hope some one else will help not only for carrier fakes but
also for fakes of the private local posts .

Plans are for an article about private local stamps on 1847 covers to appear
in a future issue. Duane Garre tt who has an important 1847 collection provided
information on 25 of th e carriers listed here. Hi s help is much appreciated.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We speciali ze in covers of the world . We have a compre hensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, w e stoc k Trans-Atlantic, Registered ,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
lor ials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
"Stamps are most valued where

best they are known."-Anonymous

When selling your collection, call An

drew Levitt. His appreciation for fine

stamps, cultivated by a lifetime in

philately, will bring you full value for

your collection.

Andrew Levitt, Inc.
America's leading buyer 01 select 19th century U.S. material.

(203) 743·2016

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut O6BI0
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
NEW YORK TO PANAMA SHIP SAILINGS
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

Introduction
At Chronicle 103: 178 we reported the existence of the archive which

had been sponsored by the Research Group. At that tim e it was stated th at
to some extent it duplicated the material contained in Eugene C. Reed 's "D. S.
Mail Steamship Company Sailings to Pan ama: 1849-1859" (Chronicle 102:98 ).
Further study indicates that it supplements rather than duplicates the Reed
work and for th at reason your edi tors have decided to republish it in inst all
ments in Th e Chronicle, beginning with thi s issue.

Only the sailing data will be republished. In the last issue a summary of
the contents of all of th e reports was given. The subjects other than th e sailing
lists were Ashbrook Spe cial Service type articles. Virtually all of these have been
brought up to date, eithe r by Ashbrook hims elf or by other students, since
their first publication in the late 1930s and early 1940s. For instance, th e article
titled "The San Francisco Double Circle Postmarks 1861-1867" which appeared
in the September 10, 1942, report was expanded and corrected by Clifford L.
Friend's "The 26mm Double Circle Postal Marking of San Francisco," Western
Express, January 1975, p . 11.

While we see no point in publishing such out of date material, the ship
section of the work is quite a different matter. In addition to sailing dates,
it is interspersed with information about arrival dates, the ships th emselves,
passenger and freight rates, ports of call and conn ections with oth er ships .
Sailing information on non-contract ships , including clippers going around th e
Horn, is also given . Ashbrook call ed this a valuable contribution to American
philatelic research work. We regret that it has been "lost" for some 40 years ,
but are delighted that it can now become a part of th e permanent literature.

Thomas J. Alexander

Completion of Sailing Data
We have now completed the principal part of the work on which we started

several years ago , i.e., a compilation of sailings from New York to Panama
of Mail Steamships for the years 1849 to 1857 inclusive. Miss Mitzi Neumann
has rendered us a valuable service in searching through th e files of th e New
York Herald for all of the above years and making accurate copi es of news items
and advertisements. Our thanks are sincerely hers.

No doubt some of our members who are not especially interested in the
study of the "Ocean Mail" to and from California between 1849 and 1861 have
wondered what special benefit th ey were going to derive from all th e data
regarding the sailings and arrivals which has been sent to them. The formation
by Mr . Knapp and the undersigned of the Research Group some three or four
years ago: was not for the purpose of obtaining data that would be of spe cial
interest or benefit to any particular member but rather th e compiling of his
torical philatelic data which would be, (when eventu ally published ) of much
interest to all collectors int erested in the various modes by which th e D. S.
Mails were conveyed during the decade and a half prior to th e outbreak of
the Civil War.

There can be no doubt that th e great mass of information which we have
gathered together will eventually prove a most valuable contribution to American
Philatelic Research Work, and we believe that everv member who contributed
cash to make this work possible will not regret having don e so.

o 0

U.S. Mail Ship Sailings from New York- l 849
FOR CALIF. N.Y. H erald, Jan . 5, 1849. Announcement of ncwlv copper ed and copper fasten ed
ship Panama to sail for Go ld Region s on Jan . l l th , Pier 6, N.R . Apply on board .
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;-': .Y. H erald, Jan . 13, 1849. U.S. Mail Steam Pack et Panama of 1,087 tons burthen , Capt. Joseph
J. Coms tock, will sail for San Fr an cisco on th e 15th of Feb. , touching at intermediate ports
for fresh p ro visions . A limi ted number of passe nge rs will be tak en in the sta te rooms and
forward cabin. Ap ply to O ffice of the P .1\I.S.S. Co., 54 Sou th St.

N.Y. H erald , J an. 13, 1849. FO R CA LI F. Sh ip Pacific. Two firs t class cabin pa ssage (in state
room ) in th e above ship, fo r sale . Price S300 eac h. Address B.M. at the offi ce.

N .Y. H erald, J an . 20', 1849. Passen ger s for th e sh ip Pacific for S.F. a re requested to be on
board by 10 o'clock A.M., Sat. 20th , at foot of Do ver St. Frederick Griffi ng or Ed . Griffing.

N .Y. H erald , J an . II , 1849. }'O R SAN FRA1':C ISCO-FO R CHAGRES DIRECT . The new and
sp lend id ocea n Stea mship Crescent Cit y, 1,500 tons burthe n will leave for Chagres d irec t on
Mon . 5th o f Feb ., fro m Pier 4 N .R . Passengers by this steamer will reach Pa nam a in tim e
( 01 th e U.S. Pac, Mail stea mer of th e 15th o f f eb . T he su bscr ibers ha ve recei ved suc h informa
tion from Panama as satisfied th em t ha t th er e will be but very little, if an y, det ention at
that port. They have posit ive information of a t lea st four sa ili ng sh ips, ha vin g received orde rs
to proceed to Pan am a a nd tha t they would be th ere a bo ut th e last of Feb . They are a lso
assured th a t the rela y S.S. of Br iti sh Pac. Mail Co ., have or ders to ta ke passenge rs from Panama
to S.F. Messrs. Zach rissen , ' Vilson &: Co. of Pan am a (to who m pass enge rs will fin d it for
th ei r in terest to ad dress th em sel ves) age nts for the Pac. Mail stea mers have a lso sen t to Lima
&: Va lparaiso for vessels. The facil iti es for crossing th e Isthmus ha ve been increased and th ere is
no doubt but that th e S.S. O rus , will he in read ine ss to convey passenger s from Chagres to Cruces.
Passage in sa loo n S150; lower cab in S125; steerage S80; Fr eight on specie 1% ; freight on mer
cha nd ise 70(' per foo t ; 300 Ibs. baggage a llow ed ca hin pa ssen ger s, 200 lbs stee rage passeng ers,
or i ts equ iva lent in measu remen t. No passage secu red until paid for. Any per son remitting V%
th e amo unt of passage mon ey ca n secu re a berth for one week . J . H oward &: Son ., 78 South St.

KY. H erald , J an . 30, 1849. [T'ues.] NOTICE: S.S. Falcon . Passenger s by th is vessel will send
thei r bagga ge on board on Wed . 31st, at Pi er 4, N .R . The sh ip will lea ve at I o' clock pre
cisel y on T hurs ., Fe b. l st. M.O. Rob erts.

I\'.Y. H erald , Fe b. 1, 1849. FO R CA LI F. &: OREGO N. The U.S.M.S.S. Co . her eb y give notice
th a t in pursuance of th eir contract with the Navy Dept ., th e splend id new and spacious S.S.
Falcon will leave th e port for H avana a nd Chagres on Thurs., Feb. I , at noon, from Pi er 4,
N. R ., with the mail s for th e Pac if ic a nd per son s desirous to take passag e for Ca lif. by th e way
of the Isthmus of Panama , will find i t to th eir ad vantage to aw ait th em selves of this oppor
tunity as in the o pin ion of th e under signed agen t for this Co., th at means o f transporta tion
up th e coas t of Ca lif. will be found a t Pan am a. Passen gers for th e P .M.S.S.'s th at arc to leave
Pan am a for S.F. on th e 15th of Feb. a nd Ma r. lst , sho u ld mak e im me d ia te applica tion for
passage, in order to avoid di sa ppo intmen t. 1\'0 engageme n t for passage will be binding on
the Co ., un less th e same be sanc tioned by th e undersigned . Freight for Chagres 70¢ per
cu b ic foot , prepaid in N .Y. a nd persons desirou s of send ing fr eight will make early appli 
ca tio n , as only about 200 ton s of measurem ent good s can be tak en. Pa ssage to Cha rlesto n
20.- to Savannah 25.-to Ha van a 70.-to Cha gres 450.-in cah in ; do 80.- in steerage. Fr eight
on specie to Chagres I %; do to H avana Y2%' M.O. Rob erts, 118 ' Vest St.

FOR CALI F. &: OREGO N VIA H AVANA &: CHAGRES . N .Y. H erald , Feb . 8, 1849. U.S.M.S.S.
Co ., Dep artu re date-s-Mar. 8th, 1849, Noon , S.S. Falco n, connec ti ng a t Chagres with th e Pac .
Mail stea mers of Mar. &: 1st of Apr. from Pan am a to S.F.

N.Y. H erald , Feb. 17, 1849. S.S. Panama will sa il at 10 A.M ., Feb . 17, 1849.

"' .Y . H erald , Feb. 7 [27?] , 1849. FO R SAN fRANCI SCO VI A CHAG R ES DIR ECT. The new
a nd sp lend id 5.5. Cresce n t City, Chas. Stoddard , Master, 1,500 ton s burthen , will leave for
Chagres di rect, T hurs. Ma r. 15, I o 'cloc k from her dock a t Pier 4, N .R . Passenger s for Calif.
will find th is th e most expedi tio us a nd pleasant ro u te to reac h th e Go ld Region s, a nd as th e
Crescen t City goes di rect to Chag res wi th out sto ppi ng a t in termed iate ports, th ey will , with 
ou t fail , a rr ive a t Pan am a in tim e for th e P.M . Stea mer of Apr. lst , The Ste am er Oru s is,
without doubt , now o n the river at Chagres a nd th e messen ger of th e " C.C," met th e sapper
& m in er s a t work on the Rd. from Cruces to Panama on J an . 8th , so th at much of th e fati gu e
in crossi ng the Isth mu s will doub tless be avoided . [ Ra tes & Freight elimina ted ] . J . Howard &:
Son, 73 Sout h 51.

N.Y. H eral d , Mar. 13, 1849. P .M.S.S. Co. The books for th e second tri p of th e S.S. Ore gon
from Panama will be op en ed at th e Office of th e Co . on th e 13th in st, Un til th e three stea me rs
sha ll have a rri ved in th e Pacific, and th e exten t o f det en tion at S.F . from th e effect of th e
go ld exc iteme nt sha ll have been ascerta ined , it will be impossible to name fixed da ys for
the [mon thly (th is word was indistinc t) ] departu re from Pan ama. The Oregon on her second
tr ip will leave Pa nama if p racticable in May,
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FOR SAN FRANCISCO VI A CHAGRES. N .Y. H erald, Mar. 16, 1849, U.S.M.S.S. Co ., Dep ar 
tu re da te-Apr. 17, 1849, I o'clock, 5.5. Crescent City , connecti ng at Panama with the P .M.S.S.
of 1st of May.

FO R CALIF. VIA CHAG RES . N .Y. H erald, Mar. 16, 1849, U.S.M.S.S. Co., Departure da te
Ap r. 19, 1849, 5.5. Falcon for Chagres, connec ting with the mai l steamers at Panam a wit h the
U.S. Mail s for th e Pa cifi c.

FO R SAN FRANCI SCO VI A CHAGRES DIRECT . N .Y. H erald, Apr. 18, 1849, U.S.M. Co.
Depa rt u re date-May 19, 1849, 4 P .M., 5.5. Crescent Cit y, connec ti ng a t Pa nama with th e
U.S.P .M. Steamer of June.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA CHAG RES . N .Y. H erald, May 15, 1849, U.S.M.S.S. Co., Departure
da te-Ma y 19th , 4 P.M ., 5.5. Crescent Cit y, conne cting in time to meet th e Pa c. M. Stea mer
of June, and it is confidently expected th at th e S.S. Senator will be at Pan am a to take passenge rs
to San Francisco. J . H oward & Son, 73 Sou th St.

:-I.Y. H erald, Ma y 20, 1849. Pa nama-Zachrisson, Nelson & Co. , Agents for th e Pac . & Atl. U. S.
Mail S. S. Co's commission a nd forwardi ng mer ch ants, Pan ama , rep rese nted by-E. Zac h risso n,
87 Wall St.

N .Y. H erald, Ma y 17, 1849.5.5. Crescen t City to sail for Chagres on Ma y 23rd , 4 P .M.-J. H oward
& Son , 73 Sou th St. [Not e: T his is a cha nge of sa iling dat e.]

FOR CALI F. & OREGO N VIA NEW ORLEANS. N .Y. H erald , Apr. 25, 1849 , U.S.M.S.S. Co .,
Dep artu re date-May 26, 1849, 5.5. Falcon for Chagres Via H avan a & New Orlean s, conne cti ng
fro m Panama to Ca lif. with th e Pac, Stea mers.

K Y. H erald , May 24, 1849. U.S. MA IL FO R CALI F. Post Office, N .Y., May 22, 1849. Not ice
is give n th e U.S.S.S. Falcon will be despa tched on Sat. 26t h of May. Ma il-bags will be made up
here for Chagres , Pan ama, San Diego, Santa Barbara , Mon terey, San Francisco & Astor ia .
W.K. Brad y, Postmaster. T he en tire postage for a sing le letter not exceed ing half an ounce
in weight will be 12\12 cen ts to H avan a , 2 1 cen ts [recte, 20¢] to Chagr es, 30 cents to Pan am a
to be prepaid in a ll cases a nd 40 cen ts to San Diego etc. to be prepa id or sen t unpaid a t th e
op tion of sender. News papers & Pamph lets , sea postage 3 culls each, a nd in la nd postage to be
added. T he mail will close a t (h is office a t 2 P .M.

N .Y. Herald , May 29, 1849. P .M .S.S. Co. T he U .S. Mail Stea m Packets Panama , Oregon and
Calif . are int ende d to form a mont hly lin e between Pa nama and Ports in Ca lif. Office of Co.
Ne w Yor k, 54 So. St .

FOR SAN FR ANCI SCO VI A CHAGRES . N.Y. H erald , May 3D, 1849, V.S.M.S.S. Co. Dep arture
date-June 20t h , 3 P .M ., 5.5. Crescent Cit y, arriving in tim e for Pac. M. Stea me r of July. T he
stea me rs Cali f . & Oregon having arrived bac k at Pan am a, th e way is now ope n for direct com 
munica tion with ·S.F.

N.Y. H erald , Ma y 29, 1849. FOR CALIF. VIA CH AGRES. Arriva l at Panama of the P.M.
Steamers Oregon & Cali f . Info rm ation ha s been received of the arriva l at Panama of th e ab ove
stea mers from San Fra ncisco, thus o pe n in g a d ir ect comm u nica tion with th e Go ld Regions in
ab out 30 days. The U.S.M. 5.5. Falcon will sail fro m th is port with th e mails for the Pacific
stea mers on Thurs. June 28th . Age n ts, M. Robert s, 118 W est St.

I'"OR CALI F. VI A HAVANA, NEW ORLEANS & CHAGRES. N.Y. H erald , June 16, 1849.
Dep artu re date-June 28, 1849, I P .M ., 5.5. Falcon, connec ti ng wi th U.S. Mails for the Pac.
steame rs from Pan am a in July.

rN .Y. Herald June 20th . Same ad as ab ove for same steamer a nd same da tes but concluding as
(ollo ws: ] " T he new 5.5. Empire Cit y will succeed th e Crescent Cit y a nd sail for Chagres on
th e 17th of July."

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA CHAGRES . N .Y. H erald , June 28, 1849, U.S.M.S.S. Co., Departu re
dat e-July 17, 1849, 3 P .M., 5.5. Empire City d irect to Chagres, without to uc hi ng a t in termedi ate
po rts , reach ing Panam a in time for U.S.P .M. Stea mer of Ju ly. [ It is possible that th ey meant
Aug. stea mer].

N .Y. H eral d, July 15, 1849. Express Li ne to San Fran cisco , J .W . Sullivan & Co., will despatch
by the Steamer Empire City on July 17th a specia l messenger th ro ugh to S.Y . Our messe ngers
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having crossed th e Isthm us severa l tim es during th e present year , a re acq ua inted wit h the ro u te.
Packag es etc. received till 10 A.M . (29 Park R ow).

FO R SAN F RA;"ICISCO VIA CH AG R ES. N .Y. H erald , J ul y 19, 1849, U .S.M .S.S. Co., Departure
d a te- Aug. 16, 3 P.M ., 5.5. Em pire Cit y, con ne cti ng a t Panam a for th e U.S. Ma il stea mer of
Sep t. 1st.

FOR CA LI F. VI A CH AG RES . N .Y. H erald , July 28, 1849, U .S.M .S.S. Co ., Departu re dat e- 
Aug. 27, 1849, I P.M., S.S. Ohio . T hi s is t he first o f th e regula r m ail stea me rs betw een N .Y.
&: Chagres. She wi ll co nvey th e C ov't mai ls and passen gers for the Pac, stea mers runni ng fro m
Pa na ma to Ca lif. T he Ohio is int ended to be in ti me fo r the Pac. steamer of Sep t. Agen ts,
M.O . R ob er ts, 118 West St.

FO R CALIF. VIA CH AG R ES &: NEW O RLEANS. N .Y. H eral d , Aug. 9, 1849, U.S . ~r.S .S . Co. ,
Departu re d at e-Au g. 27, 1849, I P .M ., 5.5. Falcon wit h Cov 't m ails. Age nts, M.a. Roberts. 118
West St.

FO R CA LIF. VI A CH AG R ES &: NE W ORLEANS. N .Y. H erald , Aug 16, 1849, U .S . ~ f.S .S . Co .,
Departure da te- Sep t. I , 1849, 3 P .~L , 5.5. Crescen t City d irect to Chagres, con nec ting a t Pan am a
in ti m e for th e U.S.P.M.S. o f Oct. 1st. ;"I.Y. H erald , Au g. 17, 1849. Sa me ad as abo ve bu t con
cluded tha t the Em p ire City will fo llo w th e Crescent City on Sept. 15th, 1849.

N.Y. H erald, Sept. 3, 1849. FOR SAN FR AN CISCO VIA CH AG R ES Sep t. 15th. T he new and
sp lend id S.S. Em pire Cit y will leave for Chagres d irect fro m her d eck a t P ier 2, N .R . on Sat.
15 th of Sep t. , a t 3 P .~r. T he Em p ire City goes di rect to Chag res wit hout to uching a t in ter
medi a te por ts t hus ensuring passage . T hi s stea mer will reach Pa nama in time for U .S . P . ~r.

of Oct. 1st. T he Cresc en t Cit y will succeed the Em p ire Cit y and lea ve o n th e 1st of O ct.

N .Y. H eral d , Sep t. 4, 1849. Ad am s & Co 's Ca lif. Ex press, The su bscr ibe rs re spectfully give
notice th at th ey hav e exte nded thei r Express to Ca lif. a nd wi ll t ra nsmit. le tt ers. parcels, packages,
species, e tc. et c., to San Fraucisco via the Isthmus of Panam a by ever y stea mer for Chagres
send ing a sp ecia l agen t th rou gh eac h tr ip wh o wi ll take cha rge of o u r freight and a ttend
in pe rson to its im me d ia te d el ivery. O ur firs t ex press wi ll leave N .Y. on Sep t. 15 th , in th e
ste amer Em pi re City , u nder th e d irect ion of "It . D. H. H ackell who has for seve ra l years been
favorably kn o wn to th e public as a clerk in ou r Boston O ffice a nd wh o has been adm itted
a partner to resid e a t S.F. a nd have th e en tire con tro l of ou r business th er e . Ad am s & Co., 16
Wall St.

N. Y. H eral d , Sept. Ii, 1849. FOR HA VANA, NEW ORLEANS &: CH AG R ES. The U.S.M.S.S.
Co . will desp a tch the 5.5. Ohio on Scp t. 20th at I o 'clock P .M., fro m Pier a t foot o f Wa rren
St ., ;"I .R . T he Ohio will con vey th e Gov 't m ail s a nd passengers to the Pac, Steamers fro m
Panam a to Ca lif. Chag rcs pa ssengen will be tra nsf err ed a t New Orleans to th e well kn own
S.S. Fal con a nd p ro ceed d irect to Chagres. T he Oh io will lea ve N.Y. on her next voyag e in
Oct. Agen ts, M.a. Robert s, 118 West St.

N .Y. H erald , Sept. 14, 1849. Notice to Sou therners. T he new m ail 5.5. Ohio will posi tiv el y sail
on th e 20t h inst . a t I o' cloc k for New O rl ea ns touch in g a t Cha rl esto n , Sava n na h & H avana .
App ly to M.a. Robert s, 118 West St.

N .Y. H erald . Sep t. 26, 1849. FOR H AVANA. Th e U.S.M.S.S. T ennessee, Ca p t. Cole, will leav e
N .Y. for Savanna h on Sept . 26, at 4 P.M ., fro m Pier 1 N .R. Passen ger s will reach Sava nnah
in season to tak e th e Stea mer [ sa /l ei , Ca p t. Rollms, on th e 1st of Oct. fro m Sava n na h to Panama.
Ap p ly to Sam ue l T. Mit d lClI, 194 Front St.

N.Y. H erald , Sep t. 15, 1849. LET T ER S FOR CA LI F. Lett er -ba gs for Cha gres, Panam a and
5.1'. per Stea mer Em p ire City , will clo se a t H'wa y 1'.0 . 41li Br 'way nex t to th e cor. o f Ca na l
St. on Sat. next , 15th inst , a t half past tw o o 'clo ck P.l\L J am es C. H arriot t .

N.Y, H eral d , Sep t. 17, 18·l9. T HE O NLY DIR ECT LI N E FOR SAN FRANCI SCO VI A
CH AG RES . T he 5.5. Crescen t City will leave for Cha gres d irect on Oct. 2, 1849, at 3 1'.1\1 . T he
Crescent Cit y goes di rect to Chagres , wi thout touchi ng at inter med iat e ports, a nd to reach
Pa nam a in ti me for th e lJ .S .P . ~ f. stea me r o f Nov. 1st. Apply H owa rd &: Son . T he E mpire City
will succeed th e Crescent City and leave on th e l fith of Oct.

N .Y, H eral d , Sep t. 29, 1849. Ad am s Co 's Ca lif. Package Exp . a nd Ex press mail via th e Isthmus
o f Panam a. Our nex t ex p ress will be in the stea m er Cresce nt City, Ca p t. Stod da rd , for Cha gres
di rect , o n T ues.. Oct. 2, 1849 a t 3 o 'cloc k P . ~f. Packages, pa rcels, e tc., wi ll be received at our
o ffice , 16 Wall Sr., un til 2:30 P.M., of th e sam e d ay of sai ling a nd go through in charge of a
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special messenger who will attend in p erson to the ir im med iat e delivery. Express mail for
le tt ers, a nd papers. A mail -bag for letters & papers for Chagres, Panama, San Francisco, Oregon,
Calima, Valparaiso , Lima, Mazar lan , the Sandwich Isla nds, erc., may be found a t our office
un til 5 minutes of depart u re of steamer. Freight, letters, papers, m ust in a ll cases be prepaid.
Adams & Co .

N.Y. H erald, Oct. 2, 1849 . An no u ncing depart u re of the Crescent City same af ternoon at
3 o' cloc k for Chagres, via Kingston, Jama ica , wi th the mails for th e Pac. Mails close in this
ci ty at 2 o 'cloc k.

N .Y. H erald , Sept. 26, 1849. An nouncing the sa iling of 5.5. Ohio on Oct. 16, 1849, I o' clock
for Havana , New Orlea ns & Chagres. M.O . R obert s, 118 West St .

THE ONLY D IRECT LINE FO R SAN F RANCISCO VIA CHAG RE5 . N.Y. H erald, Oct. 4,
1849, V .S.M.S.S. Co ., Departure date-Oct. 16, 1&49, 3 P.M ., 5.5. Empire Cit y for Chagres,
connecting a t Panama wi th Pac, M. Steamer for S.F. Nov. 1st. No te: The Crescent City will
succeed the Empire City a nd leav e Nov. I I tho

Note: T he same ad Oct. 5, in N.Y. H erald says: "T he Crescent City will succeed th e Empire
City on the 1st of Nov." (the II th obviou sly m us t h ave been a prin ting error, as th e bo ats gen
erally left o n the Ist.)

fOR H AVANA, NEW O R LEANS & CHAGRES . N .Y. Herald, Sep t. 22, 1849, V .S.M .S.S. ce.,
Departu re da te-Oct. 17, 1849, I o 'clo ck, 5.5. Ohio, touc hin& off the bar at Charleston and
Savanna h to load an d receive mails and pa ssenge rs . T he 0/110 will carry the Gov 't mails for
the Pac, to go by the Nov . stea mer from Panama . Passengers will be transferred a t H ava na
to the sta u nch an d well known 5.5 . Falcon to proceed d irect to Chagres, arriving in time for
the Ca lif. stea mer of Nov . 1st.

N.Y. H erald, Oct. 25, 1849. FO R CHA RLESTON, KEY WEST & H AVANA. The V .S.M . 5.5.
Isabel, Capt. Wm. Rol lens, will leave Pier 4, N .R . on Sat. Oct. 27, at 4 o'clock P.M. precise ly.
Spofford & 'Ti leston & Co ., 48 South St.

FO R H AVANA, NEW O RLEANS & CHAG RES . N .Y. H erald , Oct. 17, 1849, V .S.M.S.S. Co .,
Departu re da te-Nov. 13th, 1849, I P.M., 5.5. Ohio , to uching a t the bar at Charlesto n & Sava n
nah, to land and receive mails & passengers. T he Oh io will carry th e Cov't mails for th e
Pacific. etc. to go by the Dec. stea mer from Panama . Passen ger s wi ll ~o by the 5.5. Falcon from
H avana , reach in g Chagres in t ime for th e Ca lif. steamer o f Dec. 1st. T he voyage is mad e in
II days. Rates o f passage to Chagres are m uch reduced . 118 Wes t St.

(T o he cominu ed )
31/ 1851, PLATE 5 EARLY

/

Shown here is a marvelous vertical pair
of 3¢ 1851 oran ge brown stamps from
Plate 5 Early, positions 40-50R5J-:. The very
large right shee t margin beyond the im
pr int clearly shows th at during th e exist
ence of the ear ly sta te of this plate it bore
no plate num ber. The photograph is made
availa ble to our read ers courtesy of Stanl ey
M. Piller.
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
COPPERHEAD CORRESPONDENCE
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

Man y otherw ise mundane appearing covers take on importance, not because
of their postal markings or stamps, but because of th eir content. The cover
shown in Figure 1 is an example. It bears two common 31 1861 stamps, the
New York townmark is virtually illegibl e, and the cover itself is heavily stained.
But th e letter makes it a prize in a Civil War collection.

"{

I
I
1

- - -- - - - - - """
Figure 1. The cover contilining iI letter from iI New York Copperhead '0 • friend in BOlton.

Southern sympathizers in th e northern sta tes during the War wer e deri
sively eall ed "Coppe rheads ." Many of them were out and out traitors, participat
ing in such ventures as the raid on Johnson's Island Prison in Lake Erie and
the attempt to burn the City of New York in 1864. Secrecy in communicating
with each other was essen tial. Lincoln had suspe nde d th e writ of habeas corpus,
and detect ion meant certain confinement in a military pri son. It is surprising
that an y correspondence between th em survives; surely most such letters were
burned on receipt.

The example shown here is addressed to W. C. Rives, Jr . It is probable
that he was the son of Willi am C. Rives, who had been a U. S. Senator from
Virginia and one of the southerners who attended the 1861 "Peace Convention"
in an attempt to prevent the War, He served in the first and second Con
feder ate Cong resses. One can onl y sur mise wh at the son was doing in Boston
in 1863. The enclosed letter , whi ch was un signed for obvious reasons, spe aks
for itself:

New York, 24 April 1863
My dea r Will ,

I ha ve been so incessa n tly occu pied of late that I have had no t a mom en t to de
vote to you . You r lett er ha s been put in th e right channe l. T he sex [six?] gratuitonsly
tak e letter s to th e " 'est Indies. Every th ing put into th e po st o ffice for th at quarter is,
I suspec t , first o pened & examined by th e ord er s of th e Despot. T h ree letter s of mine
addressed to Miss Magruder in Mont real were a ll seized . 1 have now almost weekl y
op portuni ties by th e ove r land-u ndergrou nd rou te. When ever you wish 10 write send
me your letters directed legibl y to the pro per p.o . & mad e np in a compac t form .
You wi ll, of course, exclude from ynu r lett ers bo th you r nam e a nd your do mici le .

I saw Dr. H awk s th e o the r ni ght. H e was in th e seve nt h heaven . He says th ey
often have a t a time two hundr ed confedera te officers in B. H e sta tes tha t th e fed eral
officer s fresh fro m Hooker 's army a ll ad mit its was ted cond ition. T ha t cond iti on ,
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Figure 2. First page of the letter from a New York Copperhead described in the accompanying article .

I am sa tis fied, is rapidly growing worse. The p resent rain is a heavy b low to th e
federals. I had my jok e on th em a bo u t Cha rles to n in th eir p rese nti ng t he pecu lia r
pa radox of sim u lta neous ly losin g th e devi l &: ca tc h ing th e Devil.

They will undoubtedl y surrender the Pel erh o ff. They det ai ned her .sim p ly with
th e view of fr igh ten in g off legiti ma te trade; bu t d id not a ppea r to know t hat on her
u ltimate fate hung the issue of Wa r or peace. \Vilh ou l a n assn ranee of peace I do nor
believe th at th e negotia t ions for money abroad can meet with :\11\. ho na tid e success.
Some bogu s tr ansact ion s ma y occur.

I send you cop ies o f letter s. o ne fro m Sto newa ll &: th e o th er fru m T urner Ashbv
which I th ou ght would interest you . Please retu rn t hem to m e a f your leisu re.

Ve ry a ffl y you rs
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THE VICKSBURG BY-PASS
KENNETH A. WHITTLE

Washington was very pleased with th e way Farragut had captured New
Orleans and visua lized all sorts of success up the Mississippi River by appli
cation of this pro cedure. As soon as New Orleans was firmly in Gen. Butler 's
power, Commodore Farragut sent part of his fleet up the river to overawe
such posts as he could- Baton Rou ge, for instance , surre nde red May 7, 1862.
Th e Oneida, under Commander S. P. Lee, head ed the advance on Vicksburg,
summoning the forts and city to surre nde r on May 18; both refused. The Oneida
waited for Farragut and th e fleet to arrive.

Th e cover in Figure 1 bears a 3d 1861 stamp tied by a Washington, D.C.,
May 20, 1862, postmark, and addressed to th e U.S. Steamer Oneida, Ship Island
(Via New York City ). Th e cover was probably carried by one of th e supply
ships servicing th e fleets blockading th e coast of th e South. This ship would
have to sail down the Atlantic coast, around Florida and through the Gulf of
Mexico to Ship Island off th e coast of the State of Mississippi. Perhaps a des
patch boat from Farragut's fleet would pick it up here and deliver it to members
of the fleet at Vicksburg. It was quite a long trip.

Figure 1. Cover from Washington, D.C., May 20, 1862, to the "Oneida," 'hen in the Mississi ppi b.l ow Vicksburg.

Th e cover bears a penciled note, "No. 31, May 18th, rec'd Vicksburg, June
20/62," indicating that it had been about a month on th e way . The time is
understandable since the supply ship had to service various units of the fleet
which would consume considerable time; th e return trip of the supply ship
would take approximately th e same time. It is thought that this mail originated
with Commander Lee's wife, and here she has elevated him to a captain. A
change in the location of th e Oneida, if it was indicated by the Captain, would
need more than a month's notice to appear on the mail to the Oneida; if the
change was indicated at Washington, it would require less time. Mrs. Lee
could receive information eithe r way; she was the sister of Montgomery Blair ,
the Postmaster General.

Farragut came to Vicksburg and decided th at th e fleet could not capture
the place, it would require an army. The fortifications were on top of bluffs
and his guns could not be eleva ted sufficiently to damage th em. W ashington ,
however , demanded an attack, and Porter 's mortar fleet was brought up-the
mortars had greate r eleva tion. Th e bomb ardment sta rted June 26 and continued
to June 28 unsuccessfully. Farragut then decided to pass Vicksburg; th e Oneida
was one of the ships wh ich succeeded in passing th e forts this day.

Th e cover in Figure 2 also bears a 3¢ 1861 stamp postm arked Washington,
D.C., Jul 1862, directed to the Oneida via Cairo, Illinois, a little tow n on th e
peninsula between the Mississippi and Oh io Rivers. This had become the point
where mail was received and directed to th e various forces operating on th e
Federally controlled Mississippi River. Thi s route was considerably shorte r
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Figure 2. Anothe r cove' from the lame correspondence, directed "via Cairo, Illino is." Although the "Oneid."
wa. above Vicksburg when th is I. " . r was mailed, sh. had doscondod below the fortifications whon it was
received on July . 19.

than that indicated on the mail of Figure 1, and would be used for vessels on
the river abo ve Vicksburg.

At this point it has been clearly demonstrated that thi s alteration in routes
resulted from an advance by Farragut's fleet of about five miles made in less
than a day at Vicksburg . Strangely it also proves th at at this tim e the change
of routes was unnecessary. This cover bears the note made by the Captain,
"Rec'd Jul y 19th p.m."

On July 1, Farr agut's fleet was joined by Davis's fleet which had been
operating on this section of the river. Th ere had been a rumor th at th e Con
fed erate ironclad ram, the Arkansas, was in the Yazoo River, close by. Th e com
bined fleet sent three ships to scout the river; about six miles up from the
mouth of the river they met the Arkansas descending; the scouts skedaddled,
with the ram directly after them. The ram entered the Mississippi River , shot
through both fleets , and made harbor successfully unde r the guns of Vicks
burg. Farragut organized an atta ck on the Arkansas, and that very day, July 15,
his fleet descended the river , and attacked the ship doing some, but repairable,
damage. This action put the Oneida belo w Vicksburg on the 19th when the
letter in Figure 2 was received.
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Map of Mls. isslppl River at
Vicksburg. A d apt. d from
Bruce Catton'. "Never Call
Retr ••t."
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Figure 3. Anoth.r L.. cov.r, routed vi. Ship Isl.nd . When this leuer was received on July 7, the "Oneid."
w.s in the rive, eb e ve Vicksburg , so it is apparent that arrangemen's were in ope ration to by·p.ss 'he mails
around Vicksburg.

Figure 3 is No. 37 of this correspondence. This cover went by th e Ship
Island route. It bears th e notat ion. "No. 37, Jun e 10/62, rec'd Vicksburg July
7/ 62." On July 7 the Oneida was upstream of Vicksbur g. It is quite obvious
that mail was by-p assing Vicksburg .

Th e Mississippi River at Vicksb urg forms a large inverted "U" with Vicks
burg locat ed on th e eas tern shore of the downstream leg, abo ut wh ere th e
curvature of th e "U" ende d. Th e downstream and th e upst ream legs of th is
"U" come within a mile of each other a short distan ce below Vicksburg out
of range of th e guns of th at place. On this particular action against Vicksburg,
the Federal forces un der Ge n. Williams had a plan to dig a canal ac ross th e
peninsula at thi s point , provid ing the Mississippi with a shortcut leaving Vicks
burg high and dry. Some 1200 laborers were employed, but the level of the
Mississippi dropped faster th an they could dig and the plan failed . During this
campaign thi s area was under Federal control and the upstream fleet could,
and did, comm unicate with the downstream fleet. Th e Battles and Leaders in
the Civil W ar has th is to say in Vol .3., "While Farragut with the Western Gulf
Squa dron, so ca lled, was passing the batteries at Vicksburg, the Mississippi
flotill a was still at Memphis, except the rams now commanded by Lieutenant
Colone l Alfred W. Ellet, which had left Memphis the 20th and arrived above
Vicksburg on the af tern oon of the 24th. Here Ellet op ened communications
with Farragut ac ross th e neck of land opposite Vicksburg." A further note
indicates th at thi s route closed wh en Farragut sailed, "Farragut sailed down
river with Williams and his troops. Davis had expe cted Farragut's departure,
but he had relied on the land forc e at thi s point opposite Vicksburg, by which
he communicated below."
THE LOCAL DEMON ETIZATION EXCHANGE PERIOD
6 OR (IN PRACTICE) 7 DAYS?

WI LLIAM K. HERZOG

Included with th e first shipment of new 1861 design stamps sent to a par
ticular post off ice was a printed instructional notice for th e local postmaster .
It gave instructions for th e demonetization of the old design postage sta mps
at his post office. An important part of thi s noti ce said "You will imm ediately
give public notice through th e newspapers and oth erwise th at you are prepared
to exchange stamps of the new sty le for an eq uivalent amount of th e old issue,
during a period of six days from [it alics inserted] the date of the notice, and
that the latter will not th ereafter be received in payment of postage on letters
sent from your office."!

I. Elliot t Perr y. Pat Paragraphs (Aug.·Sep.• 1931) . Section 3. 42.
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This instruction is definitely ambiguous concerning th e starting date for
the six day exchange period. The ambiguity is a direct result of th e word "from"
It could mean a six-day exchange period beginning on the day following th e
date of th e local advertisement; or, it could mean a six-day exchange period
beginning on the date of the local advertisemen t.

Most important, the postmasters of 1861 interpreted th eir instructional
notices both ways . Here are two local advertisements that clearly show the
vag ueness of th e instructional notice through different interpreta tions: ~

POST OFFICE NOTICE. Po stage Stamps of a new d esig n a re su bs t itu ted for those
previously in use. Per sons having in their po ssession sta m ps o f the old style , ca n ex 
cha nge th em a t th is office at any tim e previ ous to th e 28th in st . After that period th e
old sta m ps will not be tak en in paym ent fo r posta ge. JOHN McD UFFIE, P . M.

Cambridgeport Post Office, Au g. 22, 1861.

POST OFFICE NOTICE. Po stage Stamps and Stamped En velopes of a new sty le
a re su bs t itu ted for those now in use. On and aft er the I lst instant , th e old sta m ps will
cease to be good for th e paym ent of postag e a t this offi ce. Ne it her will the old sty le
sta m ped en velopes be recei ved. Person s ha vin g in th ei r possession stam ps or envelopes
of the old pattern may have th em exc ha nged at this office at a ny time previous to th e
31st instant. NATHAN K. NOBLE, 1'. M.

Post Office, Eas t Cambridge, August 24, 1861.

The first advertisemen t shows a six-day exchange period beginning on the
date of the local advertisement (an inclusive six days ) . The second advertise
ment, however, shows a six-day exchange perio d beginning on the da y follow
ing the date of the local advertisemen t ( in practice, a seven-day exchange
period ).

Obviously, pres ent-day philatelists can not presume to know the length
of local exchange periods based upon their interpretations of the original in
structional notice. Th e exchange period at a particular post could be logically
either six or seven days depending on the local postmaster's interp re ta tion of
his instructional notice.

Unfortunately, most loca l advertisements did not define the length of th e
exchange period as clearly as the above two Massachuset ts examples. They
only restated the ambiguous words of the instructional notice. In th ese cases ,
withou t more specific information, the local exchange perio d cou ld be logically
either six or seven days. The purpose of this bri ef ar ticl e is to make our readers
aware of this situation.

2. Ibid ., (Feb. 1948) . Section 50, 1662.
LEEDS & FRANKLIN ENVELOPES-CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS
Two responses to the article in Chronicle 103:187-92 on this subject con

tribute considerably to the information pres ented .
The first, from Perr y Sapperstein, the owner of th e enclosure shown in

Figures 6 throu gh 8 in th e aforementioned ar ticle, corrects a bit of mom enta ry
blindness on the part of this author . Nowhere in th e ar ticle was it pointed out
th at. the flier was an enclosure, with a 1¢ stamp used over a lattice window as
desired by Leeds & Franklin; i.e., with a townmark centered on the stamp. The
stamp thus remained on the flier and the envelope was discarded.

Just how Leeds & Franklin persuaded th e New York post office to so apply
the townmark when stamps were supposed to be cancelled by separate killers,
is not known, but perhaps the ru le was not so rigidly applied to circular ra te
mail.

The other response was from C. W. Bert Christian, who called my attention
to the th ird and fina l installment of the late Tudor Gross 's article on th e subject,
by sending me a copy. It appeared in the Collectors Club Philatelist for April
1944, and was more about the Leeds fam ily than the envelopes th emselves.
It did confirm that the Leeds brothers got out of th e business in 1863 and th at
if any furt her latti ce window envelopes were made, manufacture was probahly
by William P. Lyon, who published the flier shown in our previous article.
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Richard B. Graham

Bert Christi an also called my attention to a corresponden ce betw een Leed s
& Franklin and th e ed itor of U.S. Mail & Post Office Assistant. An editorial
calling attention to the envelopes appe ared on page 1 of th e July 1862 issue
( page 85 in th e Collectors C lub of Chicago rep rint ) and a reply letter from
Leeds & F ra nklin appeared in th e October issue ( page 97 ). The discussion was
mostly about whether postm arks would show on darker stam ps, but th e com 
ment wa s also made by E ditor Holbro ok of USflJ & PO A th at use of th e en
velope "would require a change of th e prevailing rul e, which is not to place th e
postmark upon th e stamp but to cancel th at separately."

This comment wa s in an editorial paragraph following the Leed s & Fra nkli n
letter in th e October USM & POA, and probably was just about th e str aw th at
broke the ca me l's back. E d itor ial opinions expressed in USM & POA were not
exactly offic ia l, but since Editor Holbrook was a Special Agent of th e U.S.
Post O ffice D epartment, and possibly its most p rominent one , an yth ing th at
appear ed in USM & POA cou ld be consid ered as bein g official opinion, even
if not expressed offi ciall y.
EDITORIAL
T wo of th e articles included in th e 1861 section of Chronicle No. 101 elicited

considerable comment. These were th e article on th e female Absolam Grimes,
Lottie Moon Clark, and th e editorial on auction descriptions. In th e latter case,
th e writer was ra the r taken to task by one writer for comme nting th at perhaps
th e auc tion houses away from New York d id not have th e reference material
availab le to do a capable job of describing postal history material. However ,
the cri tica l point was th a t th e wri ter of the letter fel t that th e New York houses
didn't do an y better job th an those outside New Yorkl

The Per iod Editor answered this by comm enting that th e point intended
was th at grea ter resources were ava ilab le in th e New York ar ea , but th e
ed itorial did not mean to imply those resources were always usedl

T he usu al reaction to th e series of editorials th e wr iter ha s run in th ese
pages concerning auctio n descri ption is that the auction houses should do a
better job. Classics co llec tors should recognize that th e shift in attention in
recent years to a form of collecting in which th e stamp is not th e focus of atten
tion on a cover has ma de auction des cribi ng a who le new ball game . Generally
spea king, particularl y in th e well estab lished old line auction houses, the descrip
tions of th e stamps are reall y extremely accur ate . Most of th e truly rare material ,
which many colle cto rs have seen only in exhib itions, has been handled by the
auctio n houses over -and over . On e of th e writer's more educati onal experie nces
some yea rs ago was seeing th e head of an experienced auction house sight sort
genuine unused 1869 special issues from examples "manufactur ed" from india
proofs of th e orig ina l issu e. Such expe rtise is not acquired rapidly, and it may
well have come from ha vin g to tak e back a few similar items offered in th e
past as th e real thing.

The problem with the typ e of poor describing under con sideration here is
that coll ectors have not been in th e habit of attempting to return such items
when purch ased, as "not as described."

Today's coll ector of postal history oft en is att empting to work out delicate
and obscure points of usage, Often , th e data he really needs to know when
contemplating a bid on an au ction lot , are not even included in th e description.
When th e lot is pi ctured , some times th e data desired can be deri ved. On the
other hand, b ecause space for illustrat ion is usually at a premium and covers
are overlapped , th e desired dat a are some times hidden . The writer once bid
on such a cover with a Navy ship identity noted , and in fact, quoted, in th e
descr iption , to find, upon secur ing th e cover the legend quoted wa s a pencil
docketin g rather th an writt en by the send er of the cover as expe cte d . The cover
was not returnable as misd escribed . After a few similar experiences with th e
same auction house, it seeme d to be possib le thi s type of illu stration and describ
ing was not completely accidenta l. Nor was th e writer 's discontinuance of
bidding in th e auctions of th at house.
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The point of th is dissertation is that auction houses could secure higher
prices from more buyer confidence. Also, such disregard of the postal history
nuanc es of a cover often crea te situations where a knowled geabl e collector
can pick up item s with quite fascinating aspects at quite reasonabl e prices.
POSTSCRIPT: INVERTED GRILLS
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

Following the publication of "Inverted 1¢ 'E' & 3¢ 'F' Grills" in Chronicle
103, some additional specific examples of the inverted grill variety on 1867-68
stamps have come to light. Thoroughness requires that th ey be listed here,

An unused block of four of the 3¢ stam p with inverted "E" grills (Scott
88) was illustrated by Lester Brookman in The United States Postage Stam ps
of the 19th Century , Volume II (1966) . It is shown on page 31 as Figure 49,
however, the correct cap tion is found on page 139 under Fi gure 187. Unfor
tunately, the illustrations for Figures 49 and 187 were tra nsposed, which led
to my initial oversight.

An inverted 3¢ "F" grill (Scott 94 ) on cover was sold by Harm ers of New
York in Sale 2242 on February 4, 1975, as lot 194. The auction description of
this lot follows :

3¢ rose, the copy responsible for cat alogue listing, on sma ll white enve lope (sligh tly
soiled) N. Y. (1868) to Tecumseh , Mich. With confirmi ng letters by Brookman , Clark,
Costa les, and wit h Fou ndat ion Cert. (1974) .

This is Willi am Wilson's original discovery exam ple of th e 3¢ inverted "F" grill,
which is presently in the collection of Route Agent Leonard Sheriff.

Mr. Sheriff also reports that he owns an unused 3¢ stamp with inverted
"C" grill (Scott 83). This sold in Siegel 469 (April 15, 197,5 ) as lot 245. Fina lly,
another example of the unused 3¢ stamp with inverted "C" grill was sold in
Kelleher 532 (May 13-14, 1977) as lot 343 according to She riff .
Please phone or write:

2716 Ocean Pk. Blvd., Suite 1020
Santa Monica, CA 90405 USA
Telephone 213/450-2543

WE BUY BETTER COVERS

of 19th Century Trans-Pacific Mail
and United States Offices in China

George
OAlevizos
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
THE 10¢ RATE: PART FOUR
TRANSPACIFIC CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE U.S. TO AUSTRALIA

AND NEW ZEALAND DURING THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE

INTRODUCTION

. This section has p reviously contained articles about the U.S. transpacific
mails at the 10¢ ra te, discu ssing covers to and from China, Jap an , and Hawaii.'
\Vhile I have tri ed to ma ke such write-up s as gene ral as possible, readers must
understand th at th ey are based largely on observation of covers bearing th e
1O¢ 1869 stamp. This qualifi cat ion must especially be heed ed in reading what
follows, because the discussion thi s time involves rates and routes for which
the only covers seen bear 1O¢ 1869 stamps.

In Chronicle 86 I wrote about the short-lived 1O¢ rate between th e U.S.
and New Zealand." Commencing 10 Jun e 1870, a regular steamer network,
connect ing at Ho nolulu, provided monthly mail carriage between San Fran
cisco and th e antipodean ports of Auckland, Sydn ey, and Melbourne. Thereafter ,
the 10¢ "blanket" rate was available on correspondence from th e U.S. to New
Zealand, and to th e Australian sta tes beyond.

Coincident with th e inauguration of the New Zealand steamer service cam e
negotiations for a postal treaty. The first U.S.-New Zealand postal treaty was
signe d at Welling ton in August and at Was hington in October. It became effec 
tive 1 December 1870. For outbound letters, the treaty ra te was 12¢ per half
ounce. Thus, the 10¢ tran spacific ra te to New Zealand was ava ilable for less
th an six months, during which six San Francisco-to-Au ckland transits were
made, via a patch work steamer network known as the Hall Line.

THE HALL LINE

The Hall Line was th e brainchild of an American promoter named Hayden
Hezekiah Hall , who was then the U.S. consul in Sydney, and well equippe d
to exploit th e intens e commercial rivalr y th at prevail ed between the independent
British colonies of Victoria and New South Wales." Supported by subsidies
from th e governments of New Zealand and New South Wales, and anticipating
similar largess from th e U.S. Post Office," Hall chartered two steamers from
th e Australian Steam Navigation Co rnpany v-ithe City of Melbourne and the
Wonga Wonga-to make th e long haul from the antipodes to Honolulu, th ere
connecting with th e reasonably regular steamer service between San Francisco
and Honolulu that had earlier been established, under U.S. subsidy, by th e
California, Oregon & Mexico Steamship Company. The CO&MSS had changed
its business name sometime in 1869 to the North Pacific Transportation Com
pany," but th e service continued .

1. Chronicle 100:270-273; 101:42-52; 102:128-133.
2. Chronicle 86:103-105.
3. H oward Robin son , Carryi ng British Ma ils Overseas, New Yor k Universi ty P ress. 1964,

206-2 16. T he monthly Bri t ish m ail service to Australia , via Suez, crossed th e In d ian Ocean and
sailed eastward below Austra lia, stopping first a t Melbourn e, on th e ex tre me sou theast. Sidney
was 600 mi les beyond Melbou rn e via th is ro ute. and Wellington 1250 m iles beyond Syd ney.
T hen, as now, com me rcia l in fo rm at ion was most valuable to those who first received it. New
South ' Val es ha d a strong econo mic interest in jo in ing New Zea la nd in sett ing up a trans
paci fic mail ro ute, by wh ich Sydney could rece ive informa tion ahead of Mel bou rn e.

4. U .S.P. M.G. R ep ort, 1871, xiii-x iv. Postmas ter General Creswell requested fun ds for a t
least two years, bu t th e U.S. su bsidy never materi ali zed.

5. J im G ibbs, Shipwrecks in Paradise, Superior Publish in g Co. , Sea ttle , 1977, 90.
6. Ibid.
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THE WEBB LINE
The Hall Lin e held th e South Pacific mail monopoly through the spring

of 1871, when the New Zealand subsidy was transferred to W. H. Webb, a
prominent New York ship-builder and architect, doing business as the U.S., New
Zealand and Australia Steamship Line. Webb had several large side-wheel
steamers at his disposal, most notably the Nevada and the Nebraska, which
had been built to carry troops during the Civil War. These were put into service
in the round-trip run between Sydney, Auckland, and Honolulu, while th e
smaller vessels of the NPTC (the Moses Taylor and some times the Ajax) con 
tinued their subsidized shuttle service between Honolulu and San Francisco.

Still receiving a $6000 monthly subsidy from th e government of New South
Wales, Hall continued to comp ete, but with diminishing success. The Ha ll
Line steamers City of Melbourne, Wonga Wonga, and also the City of Adelaide,
made monthly crossings from San Francisco to Melbourne, via Honolulu and
Fiji , and advertised themselves as "carrying th e Australian mails." This was
certainly not an exclusive franchis e, for the meagre cover evidence suggests
that th e Webb Line, rather than the Hall Line, carried most of th e U.S.-Aus
tralian mails aft er May 1871. In a disp atch from Melbourne, the 6 November
1871 issue of the San Francisco dail y Alta California reported that Hall had
"withdrawn" his line in late Septemb er The New South Wales subsidy was
apparently turned over to Webb, thus completing his consolidation of th e South
Pacific service. The Webb line lasted until 1873, wh en it was acquired by the
Pacific Mail Steam ship Company. Permanent service between San Francisco
and Australia-New Zealand was not achieved until 1875.

COVERS

Whatever the ultimate fate of the Hall line, we know that it made only
six sailings to New Zealand at the lOti rate. Surviving covers are scarce. I knew
of only one when I wrote the article in Chronicle 86. Another cover surfaced
a few years later , and two more showed up in the Juhring holding. All four
covers are discussed below, and th eir salient features are presented in Table 1,
which describes the six covers I know that show th e lOti 1869 stamp making
the lOti U.S. mail rate to the British colonies in the South Pacific. All six covers
come from just two correspondences, whaling letters from Cape Cod to the
antipodes.

The first three covers in Table 1 are from the "Castano" correspondence
from New Bedford to the Bark Eliza, reaching their far -flung recipient in
August and September of 1870. (Eastbound covers via British mails indicate
the Bark Eliza was in New Zealand waters at least a year earlier. I record four
covers at the 22ti rate via British mails, from th e same correspondence, to vari
ous de stinations in New Zealand, posted at New Bedford in late 1869 and early
1870, this prior to the introduction of the transpacific service. More covers
presumably exist from this correspondence.) The handwriting on all these
covers is identical and difficult.

.TABLE 1: lOci 1869 COVERS VI A TRANSPACIFIC MAILS
TO NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIAN STATES

COLONI AL
ORIGIN / DESTINAT ION STAMP (S) CDS RECEIVING LINE REFERENC ES
New Bedford, Mass./ (2) 10¢ 69 JUN 22 AUCKLAND AU HALL III Juh ring 770

Russell, New Zealand 14 70
New Bedford , Mass./ (2) IO¢ 69 J UN 28 AUCKLAND AU H ALL Chronicle

Rus sell , N.Z. I4 70 86:104
New Bedford, Mass.z' IO¢ 69 J UL II A UCKLAND SP HALL I Juhring 776

Russell , N .Z. 13 70
Monument, Mass.r IO¢ 69 OCT 4 AlJCKLAND DE H ALL Figure I

Monganui, New Zealand 17 70
Monument, Mass./ IO¢ 69 AUG 8 HOBART SE 25 71 WEBB Figu re 2

Hobart, Tasmania
Monument, Mass.j' IO¢ 69 OCT 30 (1871) WEBB Scott Gallagher

Hobart, Tasmania
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TABLE 2: NPTC DEPARTURES FROM SAN FRANCISCO,
HALL LINE CONNECTIONS FROM HONOLULU TO AUCKLAND

JUNE 1870-APRIL 1871
H ALL LI NE STEAMER

S.F. DEPART N PTC (H ONOLULU T O AUC KLAND
DAT E (S.F . T O H O NOLUL U) AUCKLAN D) AR R IVAL DAT E

10 J UN 70 AJA X WO NG A WO NG A ?
10 J UL 70 AJ AX CIT Y OF MEL BO UR NE 14 AVG 70
10 AUG 70 AJA X WO NGA WO NG A 13 SEP 70
12 SE P 70 MOSES T AYLO R CIT Y OF MEL BO UR NE ?
12 OCT 70 MOSES l'AYLOR WO NGA WONGA ?
15 NO V 70 MO SES TAYLOR CIT Y OF MELBOURN E 17 DEC 70
15 DEC 70 MOSES TAYLOR WO NGA WO NGA ?
15 J AN 71 MOSES T AYLOR CIT Y OF MELnO URNE ?
16 FEB 71 MO SES TAYLOR WO NGA WO NGA 17 MAR 71
18 MAR 71 AJAX CITY OF MELBO UR NE ?
17 AP R 71 AJA X WONGA WONGA ?

The last three covers in Table 1 are from the Bark Th ree Brothers corre
spondence, a similar sequ ence of letters to a Cape Cod whaler which first
operated out of New Zea land and then out of Tasmania.

Respectin g the four covers to New Zealand, these are the only covers we
have seen at th e lO¢ ra te via Hall Line. All are 10¢ 1869 covers, bu t th is should
not surprise, given th at the short-lived 1O¢ rate to New Zealand coincided quite
closely with the period of actu al use of the lOci 1869 stamp. Nonetheless, I am
confident that other covers exist, bearing 10¢ Bankno te stamps, or combi nations
of lower value 1869 and/ or Banknote stamps. The appeara nce of such covers
would substantially enha nce the historical record. It should go without saying
th at any transpacific cover from the U.S. to New Zealand at the lO¢ ra te has
to be a Hall Line cover.

(/

/~
/ I - /. o

Figure 1. VIA HALL LINE-lOt 1869 on cover from Monumenl, Mass., 10 Monganui, New Iellind. Monumenl
OCT 4, Auckland DE 17 70, Monglnui JAN 9 1871. Via NPTC " Moses loylor" deplrling Sin Francisco IS No
vember 1870 for Honolulu, via HIli line "Cily of Melbourne" from Honolulu to Auckllnd. This was Ihe Iisl
of Ihe six sailings al Ihe 10; rale.

From information gleaned largely from Alta California , we show in Table 2
th e NPTC/Hall Lin e departures from San Francisco. Where information is
available ( from cover or oth er evidence) about Auckland arrival, we have in
cluded that too. These data also provide another year's continuity to the very
useful San Francisco/ Honolulu sailing da ta published by Kenneth Gilbart in
Chronicle 99 (page 212 ) . Since the information is conveniently at hand, we
provide it for the 11 sailings we think represent the entirety of the Hall Line
operation under postal subsidy from New Zealand. Only the first six sailings
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carried covers at the 101j ra te. Th e remaining five sai lings (if our assu mptions
about the timing of Hall 's loss of the New Zealand contract are correct ) would
have carr ied 121j-rat e covers. We have never see n a 12¢-rate cover to New
Zealand bearing 1869 stam ps, but such covers must exist . Since th e 12¢ rate
to New Zealand persisted into the ea rly 1890s, cover s with subsequent stamps
are sometimes encountered.

Figu re 1 shows a 10d 1869 cover from Monument, Massachusetts, to Mon
ganui, New Zealand. Monu ment was a small Cape Co d port , now part of th e
town of Bourne. Th e Monument post office was discontinued in 1884. Th e
circular date sta mp shows OCT 4. Backstamps on th e cover show a rimless
circular AUCKLAND NEW ZEALAND DE 17 1870 and a partially stru ck
MONGANUI JAN 8 1871. Mon ganui, now sp elled Maunganui, is a port town
in the Bay of Plen ty, on the east side of New Zealand's North Island, one of
severa l New Zealand ports th at had been regularly visited by New England
wha lers eve n before New Zealand was colonized in 1840.

Referring to Table 2, this cover must have left San F rancisco on 15 No
vember 1870, on th e NPTC steamer Moses Taylor, connecting at Honolulu with
the Hall Line steamer City of Melbourne, for transit down to Auckland. Accord
ing to the Postmaster General report for 1871, th e Mo ses T aylor left San Fran
cisco on th is trip with exactly 3,791 letters, this being all th e mail bound for
Hawaii, New Zealand, and Australia." How many of th ese were destined for
New Zealand is anybody's guess, but it must have been a small percentage of
the total. This crossing from San Francisco was th e last of th e six Hall Line
sailings at the 10¢ rate.

Section 8 of the Act of Congress effec tive 1 July 1864, which estab lishe d
th e bl anket 10¢ rate, clearly indicates th at th e 10¢ rate paid only th e U.S.
postage. In th e absence of a postal treaty, th e very condition th at th e ac t was
written to cover , local postage would ha ve to be assessed by th e receiving
government and paid by the recipient. Ho wever, we have earlier seen , in th e
10¢ rate covers to Hawaii," a situat ion in which the local collection was appar
ently ignored. With the lO¢ 1869 covers to New Zealand, we have another
instan ce. All four covers in Table 1 obviously passed th rough the New Zeala nd
mails, but non e shows any evide nce or local postage assessed or collected.

In Chronicle 86 (page 104 ) was illustrated a horizontal pair of 1O¢ 1869,
on a cover from New Bedford to Russell , Bay of Islands, New Zealand. This
is a double-rate cover. The New Bed ford cds shows JUN 28 and th e cove r is
backstamped Auckland AU 14 1870 and Russell AU 18 1870. Once again re
ferring to Table 2, th is cover must have crossed on th e second Hall Line transit,
dep arting San Francisco on the NPTC Aiax on 10 July 1870, boarding th e Hall
Line City of Melbourne at Honolu lu.

Quite a similar cover from thi s same crossin g, double-rated and from th e
same correspondence ( to a wha ler on board th e "Barque Eliza") , was lot 770
in the third Juhring sale (Sothe by Parke Bernet, October 24-25, 1978 ), partl y
illustrated in th e catalog, whe re it sold for $850.

A sin gle-rate cover, also from the "Barque Eliza" correspondence, was
full y illustrated as lot 776 in the first Juhring sale (SPB, 14 June 1978 ) , where
it sold for $950. On th is cover the New Bedford cds shows JU L 11, th e Auck
land backstamp SP 13 70, and the Russell back stamp SP 15 70. This cover
must have travelled on the third Hall Line connection, dep arting San Franc isco
10 August 1870 on the NPTC Aiax, boarding the Hall Line Wonga Wonga
at Honolulu.

While thel0¢ rate to New Zealand was supplan ted 1 Decem ber 1870
by th e treaty rate of 12ri, postal treati es we re not immedia tely negoti ated with
the Australian sta tes . Th e 10¢ blank et ra te continued until April 1874 for New
South Wales and until Jul y 1875 for the other Australian sta tes. However, it ap
pears th at the preponderance of U.S. corresponden ce to th e Australia n sta tes ,
at least during th e lifeti me of the 1869 stamps, continued to be sent eas tboun d

7. U.S.P.M .G. Report , 1871, 82.
8. Chro nicle 102:129.
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across the Atlantic and via the British mail service through Suez. My record
of 10¢ 1869 covers shows five covers to the Australian states via Briti sh mails
( 10¢ with va rious other sta mps making th e 22¢ or the 16¢ rate ) and only two
covers via th e transpacific mails.

One of th ese covers is illustr at ed as Figure 2. This cover is from the same
correspo nd ence as th e cover in Figure 1, though in this instance th e trans
pacific carriage is via Webb Line in the summer of 1871. Th e Monument cds
shows AUG 8 and th e cove r is addressed to "Ho bart-Town, Van Diem an's
Land." On rever se, th e rim less HOBAHTTOW N TASMANI A receiving mark
shows SE 25 71 an d a bold red diamond markin g, applied at Launceston,
Tasmani a" and dated 23 SE 1871, shows SHIP LETTER INWARDS FREE.
As noted above , th e terms of the "blanket rate" called for prepayment only
to th e fore ign frontier, but here is one such cover th at was officially marked
as being prep aid to dest inatio n.

r
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Figure 2. VIA WEBB LINE-tO¢' 1869 on cover from Monument, M~IS. , to "Hobart-Town, Van Dieman's lind,"
same correspondence as Figure 1. Monument AUG 8, backst.mped Launceston SHIP LETTER INWARDS FREE
23 SE 1871. Hobart SE 2S 71. Via NPTC " Mos.. Taylor" departing San Francisco 16 August 1871 for Honolulu.
via Webb Line "Nebnska" from Honolulu to Auckland, via connecting st••men from Auckland.

Th e covers in Figures 1 and 2 represent corr espondence to a whaler which
was plying th e South Pacific . Th e cover in Figure 2 was written up in Stamps
on 1 April 1961, in an article th at confused this small wh aling bark with a
3000-ton merchant vessel of the same not-uncommon name, with the erroneous
assertion that the Bark Three Brothers was engaged in the carriage of mail
between San Francisco an d the South Pacific. In fac t, the "Bark Three Brothers"
notat ion at left on both cove rs is not a routing but part of the address. The
cover in Figure 2 left San Francisco on 16 August 1871 on the shuttle steame r
Moses Taylor for Honolulu, thence to Auckland via the Webb Line steamer
Ne braska, th ence to Melbourne and Lau nceston via connecting steamers.

Cove rs from the other side of this correspondence also survive . One of
them , an 1868 cove r fro m Sydney to Mon ument, franked with a sixpenny viole t
New South "Vales stamp, is illustr at ed and discussed by George Harg est in
Ch ronicle 74, pages 93-96. This cover crossed the Pacific from Sydn ey to Panama
on a steamer of the Panama, New Zealand and Australia Royal Mail Company,
a British mail line th at gir dled the South Pacifi c from Panama between 1866
and 1868, as is full y di scussed in the Hargest article.

9. H . M. Campbell , edi tor, T asmania: T he Postal H istory aud Postal Mark in gs, Melbourne.
Royal Philatelic Socie ty of Victoria, 1962. 21.
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CONCLUSION

The South Pacific covers via the U.S. mails are a fascinating and as yet
unappreciated are~ ?f U.S. postal history. Much remai?s to be learned, especia,uy
about the complexities of the early attempts to estabhsh regular steamer service
between the U.S. and the British colonies in Australia and New Zealand. A
fascinating study could be done involving transpacific correspondence from the
U.S. to Australia/New Zealand during the Banknote period. I would be very
interested to hear from collectors who own 10r,t-rate covers to New Zealand,
or who can show 12r,t-rate covers where the postage is paid by 1869 stamps.
Thanks for information or other assistance to Robert Borden, Scott Gallagher,
Richard B. Graham, Kenneth Gilbart, George Hargest, and Charles Starnes.
Susan M. McDonald

Review: 1869 Times, August 1979. Edited by Benjamin E. Chapman. Pub
lished by the Pictorial Research Associates. Available @ $5.00 from John A.
Ginn, 100 West 57th St., New York, N.Y. 10019.

Readers of the Chronicle will find much of value in this issue of the 1869
Times which contains articles and regular features by Charles L. Towle on
transit markings, Scott Trepel on cancellations and auction activity, Ben Chap
man on the 3r,t stamp, Ravi Vora on the Lyman correspondence, and Leonard
Sheriff on the 3r,t without grill used on piece.

Michael Laurence discusses at length the unframed SHORT PAID mark
ings found on covers in the late 1860s and early 1870s, and their association
with the banking firm of John Munroe & Co., Paris, which served as a mail
drop and forwarding agent. You should read for yourself Michael's startling
but well supported conclusions.
McBRIDE STAMP AUCTIONS, INC.
Bonded Auctioneers - Appraisers - City & State licensed

Phone: 503·235·7071

3630 S.E. 34th Ave. Box C Portland, Oregon 97202

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION

JUNE 10 AND AUGUST 12

US, BRITISH COLONIES, FOREIGN, POSTAL HISTORY

Send For Free Illustrated Cetaloq

Prices ReaIized Free With # 10 SASE

Consignments Of Fine Material Always Welcome
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
THE TWO CENT BROWN OF 1883
MORRISON WAUD

On June 1, 1885, th e American Bank Note Company entered into a new
contract with th e Uni ted States "acting in this beh alf of Willi am F. Vilas, Post
master General". Th e new contract spe cified for th e first time th at the ordinary
sta mps for th e use of the public were "to be printed on presses upon which
all th e work is done by steam power. " . ." Appa rently steam presses were
consid ered better as we ll as cheaper to operate as the bids"for the contract indi
ca ted . Along with the use of Hoe steam pr esses (or "Steamer" presses as th ey
were also known from imprints on the sta mps as printed ), the American Bank
Note Company experime nted with a number of wa te rmarks and papers during
the four year period of th e 1885 contrac t. The experimentation may have been
du e in part to the requirement in the specifications applicable to the 1885
contrac t that th e paper used must be of uni form thickness.

Figure 1. Loid poper with wotermorked horizontol
lines.

Figure 2. Loid poper with wotormorked vorticol lin...

The experime ntal papers consisted of laid paper with watermarked hori
zonta l lines ( Figure 1 ), and laid paper with watermarked vertical lines (Fig
ur e 2) . F ine photographic reproductions of these two types of paper are illus
boated in Volume I ( page 53 ) of Edward L. Willard's book The United States
Two Cent Red Brown of 1883-1887 published by H. 1.. Lindquist Publications,
Inc. Willard 's examples also show one watermarked line running through each
stamp in th e opposite directi on from th e vertical or horizontal lines. The paper
also is found with various commercial watermarks in addition to the water
mark ed lines. One of Willard's examples shows as eagle in a circl e and another
"& Co." Illustrated is an example with an "AR" watermark ( Figu re 3). No
examples of th ese experimenta l papers are found on th e issued stamps but only
on experime nta l printi ngs.

The American Bank Note Co mpany also experimented with watermarked
pap ers. W illard theorized th at perhaps the American Bank Note Company
wanted to show th e Post Office Department how thicker paper with a heavy
watermark could be "a greater rrotection against fraud". Whatever the reason,
there is no evidence that any 0 the watermarked papers were ever authorized
for use with th e issued stamps. Th e most striking expe rimental watermark used
was a honeycomb design coverin g the entire stamp, (Figure 4 ). Wavy lines ,
both horizontal and vertical, were also tri ed . Willard indicates that the wavy
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Figure 3. Copy with "AR" wltermark. Figure 4. Experimental watermark with honeycomb
design.

lines resembled closely two wavy line wa termarks used in Bavari a on its issued
stamps starting in 1874. Th e honeycomb and wavy line wa termarks are beauti
fully illustrated in Willard's book, Volume I ( page 54 ).

Examples of th e above-mentioned papers and wa termarks are fou nd only
on unused stamps, usually gummed with a yellowe r gum th an th e issue d stamps.

How should we classify these stam ps and, if they we re never issued to th e
public, how did th ey get into dealers' and collectors' hand s?

As to classification, Willard suggests they are really essays. As th e stamp
impression itself is the same as the regularly issued stam p and from th e same
plate or plates, there wou ld seem to be a more accurate description, such as
a proof on experimental watermarked paper.

As to how they found their way into dealers' and subsequently collectors'
hands, it seems probable th at sheets were supplied to th e Post Office Dep art
ment for their analysis and comment, and of course, th e American Bank Note

({)
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Figure 5. Example. of SAMPLE and SAMPLE A overprint••
Chronicle 104 / November 1979 / Vol. 31, No.4 273



Figure 6. Large die proof.

Company would keep evidence of its expe rimentations for its archives. It is
all too well-known how items such as die and plate proofs were obtained or
trad ed years ago from th e Post Office Department. However , since none of
th em were ever officially required to be delivered to the Post Office Dep art 
ment and may only have been shown to the Dep artment, it may be th at they were
obtained one way or another from the archives of the American Bank Note
Company. In any event, although there seems to be no record of the approxi
mate number in collectors' hands, the various types may each be rarer th an
th e Two Cen t Brown Spec ial Printing of which 2,000 were officia lly delivered
to the Post Office Department. Th ey cer tainly deserve a prominent place in
any specialized collect ion .

Another type of th e American Bank Note Company's private printings is
the "Sample" and "Sam ple A" overprint ( Figure 5) on tr ial color 21- stamps
from the sa me die impression as the Two Cen t Brown. Th e left stamp in the
bottom row is th e "Sample A." Th ese were pr epared by the Bank Note Com
pan y about 1889 wh en the 1885 contract was expiring. Th ey were in response
to the Post Office Department's request to bidders to submit samples of both
Figures 7 tlInd 8. Specimen overprint; pla'e proof. in brown and deep brown.

274 Chro n icle 104 / Novem ber 1979 / Vol. 31, No . 4



Figure 9. Plate proofs and trial color proofs on card.

the then current size stamps and a smaller size. The smaller size was subse
quently adopted for the new 1890 contract for printing stamps. The "Sample"
copies come in four different colors, red brown, lake, rose lake, and scarlet
with "Sample" in blue. The "Sample A" copy comes onl y in rose lake with the
overprint also in blu e. One can only conjecture wh y th e "A" wa s added to th e
"Sample A" copy. Perhaps it was in response to a request to submit a 2¢ in
a different color after the original "Sample" copies had been submitted .

Other items that add interest and spice to a Two Cent Brown collection
are th e Large Die Proof (Figure 6 ); the "Specimen" overprint in red (Figure
7); th e plate proofs on India paper both in brown and deep brown ( Figure 8) ;
and on card in brown along with tri al color proofs on card in th e same colors
as the "Sample" proofs ( Figure 9) and probably from th e same era .

With this article I am retiring aft er completing six years as first Editor
of the Bank Note Section. I welcom e my successor as Editor, Richard Searing,
who has been a contributor to th e column and ha s a fine knowledge of th e
Bank Note issues. I hop e to continue to submit articles for consideration on
the Classic issues from time to time. I wish to th ank and to express my indebted
ness to th e numerous oth er contributors to th e secti on and those who have
corresponded with me with ideas for the Bank Note period. I also thank our
Editor-in-Chief, Susan McDonald. She has been of great help and understanding.
How fortunate the Chronicle is to have her as it s Editor!
Review: The Waterbury Cancellations 1865-1890. By Paul C. Rohloff. Pub
lished 1979 by the Collectors Club of Chicago. vii + 264 pages. $25.00 (deluxe
edition $30.00) from ccc, 1029 North Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 60610.

This attractive volum e lists and illustrates th e numerous interesting can
cellations used at Waterbury, Conn., during th e period John W. Hill was post
master. The cancellations a re grouped into 18 chapters by form or subject.
The less distinctive and somewhat ordinary types are included as well as the
celebrated spectacular markings associated with Waterbury. Town markings
in concurrent use are also shown. Unverified markings, counterfeits, and col
lateral material are the subjects of the concluding chapters.

The book is exhaustively illustrated with reproductions of cancellations
and photographs of their use on cover. Anyone interested in th ese unusual
cancellations should have this book as a definitive record.

Susan M. McDonald
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(I) A New Find of an Early Period Route and Route Mark ing
Through th e efforts of a young dedicated Colora do postal historian, Mr.

Rob er t Munshower , we are abl e to presen t a new marking used on a new rou te
in the early (Rem ele ) period.

This new find has quite a few puzzling aspects . First of all , some time in
the past the postage stamp, probabl y a 3rt 1851, was removed or fell from the
cover , leaving most of the rim of the marking on th e cover, along with a ma jor
portion of th e rai lroad name, but no center slug portion.

The cover is addressed to Miss Mary Harvey, Lake Mills, Jefferson Co.,
Wisconsin. Lake Mills is located around 12 miles southwest of Watertown, Wis .
Fortunately th e envelope contains a letter , but one which compounds th e
problems to a degree . The letter was written on printed sta tionery headed
"Vt, & Boston Telegraph Office" and also "Northfield , Vt . . ., 1854". North
field was scratched out by th e writer and "Waterbury" wri tten in. Th e letter
follows:

Dear Sist er . Aug. 18th
I now sea t m yself to answer you r letter wh ich I received the l Sth , first begging your
pardon for negl ecting to wr ite befor e. I was sorr.y to hear of the many deaths in Lak e
Mills. T here is no suc h sickness her e th is su m mer. Ou r folk s are all well , myself in 
cluded & trust that this will find you the same . I went home last Sat urday. Gr and
mother had got back from Berlin. She had a fir st ra te visit. She said the folks wer e
well as usu al.

Uncle Ashe l has tak en th e farm . Grand fa the r and Grand mo ther live in th at room
next to the kitchen a ll alone and Aun t Cad keeps hou se for Uncle Ashe l.

T he you ng folk s of th is pl ace had a su rprise pa rty last eve. 1 went a nd had a
good time. No t so good as we u sed to have at our pa rt ys th o wh cn we Iitt lc tr ash used
io meet and have a regular kissing party. I ai n 't agoing to say an yth ing about Mr. Mac
th is time for I see i t is u sel ess. Have fath er make a bed stead before New Year for we
hav en 't got any long enough to hold him . Gi ve m y love 10 Mother and a ll th e rest of
th e family. Write soo n. I remai n you r affec ti ona te Brother

G. F. Harvey

The marking on th e envelope which tied the stamp is 33 mm . in diameter
and th e onl y letterin g remaining is - KE & WATERTO- ,

Milwaukee & Watertown R H. was incorporated March 11, 1851, but con
stru ct ion was delayed and apparently the line was not completed from Milwau
kee to Watertown, Wis . until sometime in 1855. No con tract is listed in the 1855
Annual Report of PMC, but it is listed in 1856 as Route 18826- Milwaukee to
Water town, 45 miles. On Sept. 23, 1856. Milwaukee & Watertown R.R was
consolidated with La Crosse & Milwaukee RR, subseq uently becoming part
of the main line of th e Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.

However , the ra ilroad was in operation in Dec. 1855 as shown by the fol
lowing sche dule in a railway guide of the time :

Milwaukee and Wat ertown R.R .

Milwaukee . . . .
\ Va uwa tosa
Elm Grov c
Swa m p Siding
Junction ..
Pewaukie
Hart land
P ine Lak e
Oconomowoc
Ixonia .
W atertow n ..

Miles
o
5
9

12
14
20
24
27
33
38
45

Dec. 1855
Mail
A.M.

8.15
8.30
8.43
8.50
9.00
9.15
9.27
9.37

10.00
10.30
1l.l0
A.M .

Mail
P .M.
5.30
5.15
5.00
4.50
4.45
4.30
4. 18
4.05
3.47
3.12
2.25
P.M.
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Obviously the letter could not have been written in 1854 and the writer
most probably failed to cross out th e printe d date. It possibl y was written in
1855, as the contract may have been in process and not reflected in Annual
Report of Sept. 30. However 1856 is th e most likely date for th e missive, assum
ing th e railroad was comp leted late in 1855 and a route agent was placed on
th e route coincident with its opening. Later use is also unlikely as th e route
was extended and another typ e markin g employed .

Assuming that Waterbury, Vermont, was origination po int of the letter
raises the qu estion of how the letter got from Vermont to a train in Wisconsin,
The most likely answer is that it was hand carried as a favor over the long
railroad route via Alban y, Buffalo and Chicago, or by rail to Buffalo and boat
to Milwaukee. It is really odd that th e letter was no t mailed at th e Milwaukee
Post Office but tak en to the train station serving th e Milwaukee & Mississippi
R.R. and Milwaukee & Watertown RR. and probably handed to the route agent.
Th e travels of this envelope and letter before enter ing th e mail are most un usua l.

Thi s is the first new route record ed for Remele period for quite a few
years and it is hop ed this article will bring a complete example to light, as well
as oth er possible exp lana tions for the handling of thi s item. See Plate I for
tracing.

PLATE I

837-Y- l
Tentative listing:
837-Y-l : ( MIL) WKE & WATERTO (WN ) (RR) , 33 mm. , blue, 1855-56, X.

( Remele M 9~).
(II) Early Period Mark ings (Remele)-Plate II

PLATE II

4Q-A-3Sl~

" -rr ASS 1't.
~ 'T~

~ APR 'fj

u 27
1860

~ ~
~I.l.$ P.\'-1~

C26-S
At the time that "Chuck" Remel e was wri ting Unit ed States Railroad Post

marks 1837-1861 he had considerable difficulty locating examples of a few of
the less common markings. Now, more than 20 years later , two of th e markings
have entered the market and have been examine d bv vour Editor th anks to the
cooperation of Messrs. Molesworth and Wenk. A third, and possibl y new, variety,
has been submitted by Dr. Call .
C26-S: CONNECTICUT & PASSUMPSIC RIVERS RR-WELLS RIVER, 34,

black, 1860, X.
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The original tr acin g was made by Remel e from a Chase tracing and some
of the det ail was lost. We present herewith a tracing from an actual cover .
This was a small ladi es envelope to Lake Village, N.H . Marking was well struck
on back of envelope, but only a faint impression of same marking on front tied
3rt 1857 to th e cove r. The extremely rare classification still is true.
SHI: SAVANNAH, ALBANY & GULF R.R, GEO. 30Mmm., black, 1857-61, IX.

This marking was added to th e catalog by th e committee th at completed
the work after Mr. Remele's passing. Only example ava ilable at th e time was
incomplete. Now a fine stri ke has been examined by your Editor and complete
tracing is given. Scarci ty factor of th is mark ing should be revised to extremely
rare.
40-A-3: TROY & RUTLAND RR., 35~ mm ., blue, 1861-64, VIII.

This recently reported example is from a clearer strike than used for tracing
Remele T3-b. There are eno ugh minor differences in lettering and spacing that
it should be listed as a distinct variety from the earlier marking. Accordingly,
it is shown herewith and would carry Remele designa tion of T3-c and a scarcity
rating of very rare.

(III) Station Markings

Through th e coop eration of Messrs. Cary John son, McNeal , Moffat, Moles
worth, Munshower, Rhodehamel, Wenk, and Woollam we are able to present
a suite of eleven newl y reported station markin gs of th e 1858-1884 period.

Unfo rtu na te ly, research advancement has been sadly lackin g in th e collect
ing field of sta tion markings. Little has been learned beyond knowl edge exist
ing at time of the Remele Catalog and th e Towl e-Meyer Catalog. While we
have cataloged a great number of additional mark ings, th e reason for existence
of sta tion markings and th e use of such markin gs is still not understood.

Surmise leads us to four principal reasons for the use of station markings
and we will assign typ e names to these categories. They are as follows:

(A ) Station Agent was also Postmaster of the town. For reasons of economy
or for convenience, tick et stamp was used to postm ark mail originating at th e
combined sta t ion-post office. This is probabl y th e most common reason , but
to establish a solid basis we need to obtain the names of sta tion agents at these
small town sta tions-a task on which no pro gress has been made du e to lack
of source ma terial and detailed local research th at is required. This type will
be designated as Postmaster Stati on i\l arkings .

( B) Station Agent, for the convenience of his patrons and fellow towns
people, would receive letters to be mailed and, to save time .and trouble, would
apply his ticket stamp and hand letters to route age nt or R.P.O. clerk on the
train. He may have eve n pouched mail for the train on occasion. Naturally
it would be assumed in such cases that the post office was located at some
distance from the railroad station. This pract ice was not officially banned by
th e Post Office Dept. until Apr. 15, 1882 and the ban seemingly was ineffective.
We will label this type of marking as Conve nience Station Markings.

(C ) During periods of emergency , military operation of th e railroad and/or
abnormal conditions preventing proper mail handling, the route agents appar
ently did not sort an y local mail received from wayside stations but carried
it dir ectly to a distributing post office at end of run. Such periods may be
discovered by the complete lack of route agent or RP.O. clerk markings on
any mail on th e route for a given period. A good example of thi s is the Baltimore
& Ohio RR from Baltimore to Grafton in the 1861-65 period.

Under th ese conditions station agents apparently postmarked and pouched
mail for the trains, although to date no official dir ective for such action has
been located. Th e Baltimore & Ohio R.lL stations in the Civil War period are
the most common exam ple of this type, but apparently the same situ ation might
have existed on th e Illinois Centra l R.R lines north of Cairo , Ill ., and on th e
Northern Central Ry. from Baltimore, Md. , to Harri sburg, Pa. These will be
designated as Eme rgency Station Markings . Most Southern sta tion markings
of the Civil War period fall into this category as route agents on trains were
appa rently far too bu sy under th e chaoti c conditions existing to sort mail.
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561-5- 7

708-5-89-5-1

108-5-4

:i4 '(0111< a~~lll
..f,; R. 11.co. At

JUL 17,1871

WOODlAWN

570-$-1

561-5-8 560-5-2 340-5-2

Listings-Plate III
570-S-I : C. & M.V.R.W. Elli s, 33Jh-23Y2 x 2IJh-12% D . O val , partial , blu e, 1878, V. Sta tion on

Cincinnati & Muskingum Valley Railway 8 mil es north of Zan esville , Ohio.
653-S-5; C.I.St. L. & C.Ry. Gall audet, 30Y2 -l8Jh D. Circle , blue, 1880, IV. Sta tion on Cinci nna ti.

Indianapolis, St. Louis & Chicago Ry. 9 mil es sou th of Indianap ol is, In d.
9·S- I : G.T.Rw y. Danville (J ct.) , M.W. Clark , Agt. , 22Y2-15 D. Circle, black, partia l. 1866, VI.

Station on Grand Trunk Rw y. 27 miles west of Portla nd, Main e.
708-5-8: From Ashley, IIl .C.R.R., 30Jh, bl ack, 1858, VI. Sta t ion on Illinois Cen tra l R.R. 14 miles

sou th of Centralia, III .
522·S-2a: K.C.R.R. Catawba, 29Jh -21Jh D. Circle , blue, 1876, IV. Sta tion on Ken tu cky Centra l

R .R . 35 miles south of Covington, Ky.
108-5·4: New York & Harlem R.R.Co., Woodlawn , Shield, blue, 1871, IV. Station on New York

and Harlem R .R . 12 miles north of Grand Cen tra l Depot , Ne w York .
205-S-4: Phil (a) . & (Bait. Cen ) tral R .R. , Elkview, 301/2, bl ack, part ia l, 1869, V. Station on Phil

adelp hia & Baltimore Centra l R .R . 47 mil es sou th of Philad elphia.
561-S-7: P.C. & St.L.Ry. Black Lick Sta tion , 27Y2 x 231/2 .Octagona I Box , blue, partial , 1884. IV.

Station in Ohio on Pittsburgh , Cinci nnati & St. LOllis R wy. I I mi les ea st of Colu mb us.
561-S-8: P.C. & St.L.Ry. Manchester Sta tion , 28 x 23 Octagonal Box, blue. 1876, V. Sta tion in

Ohio on Pittsburgh , Cincinnati & St. Louis Rwy. 26 mi les west of Dayton.
560-S-2: P.Ft .W. & C.R y. Mah oningtown Sta tion, 281/2 x 231/2 Octagonal Box, blue, 1875, V.

Sta tion in Pennsylvania on Ash tabula Bran ch of Pittsburgh , Fort Wayn e & Chicago R y. 45
miles north of Pittsbu rgh .

340-S-2: W .C. & A.R.R . Whiteville Sr'n, 311/2 x 22Y2 oval , b lu e, 1874, VI. Stat ion in North Caro 
lin a , 45 miles sou thwest of Wilmington on Wilmington , Colu mbia & Aug usta R .R .

(D) Station markings applied by a Station Agent to ra ilway business mail
(and often his personal correspondence ) constitute another typ e. For many
years it was conjectural wheth er such official railroad mail did or did not
require fostage stamps. Either way, these covers frequen tly went directly into
the mai with station marking. As the route agents normally considered an y
postmark cancelling th e stamp as an item requiring only sorting into the correct
pouch, these letters were not held IlP or re-postmarked. The proper way to
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handle such mail on most railroads was to transport it in custody of the train
conductor or baggageman, but for many years such official railroad mail was
handled through the mail facility. We will call this type of station marking
Railway Bus iness Station Markings.

Thi s entire field of collecting is a fascinatin g and productive area for
philatelic research and readers are urged to investigate and undertake efforts
to establish historical background of station markings.
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My Ovtriqht Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
~~~~~~~

I Borrow with confidence ~
. In any emergency. borrow ~

the money you need at I

I·Edelman's. Use your collec- I
M tion as colIateral and still

retain complete ownership .

I
At Edelman's, you can r~
obtain quick, confidential :fiiJ

. . loans for any amount up iB-I" to 80% of the value of I~ your properties - from
. $50 to $50,000 and more.
~. ~rite today for further ~
• information, 1iiIJ

I ;I J.;~;~;~~~:" I
• 1 (Suburban Phi/adelphia) :m:
.~~~~~l

WANTED: MICHIGAN COVERS, stamp
less to 1890. One or 100. L . H . Lewis, 325
So . J effer son , Marshall, Mich . 49068

TYLER, J ulia Gardiner- survived P res.
Tyler for 29 years livin g in th e south dur
ing the Civil War. Wanted letters & en
velopes by her wi th U. S. or Confederate
stamps. Also wanted co vers fr anked by
Julia Grant, widow of P res. Grant. C. C.
Hart, 2700 Verona Rd ., Shawnee Mission,
Kans. 66208.

WA NTED: NEW JERSEY material. Can
use most anything ; will trade or buy.
(P er fins on cover also) . Please send priced
or wha t yo u want. P aul Jackson, Box 231,
Raritan , N.J. 08869.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
GEORGIA STAMPLESS ? yes I collect
th em an d can use most anything-also
need ad covers . Please send priced or for
my quote. E . C. Owen s 10780 S.W. 43 Ln.,
Miami, FIn ., 33165.

WANT anythin g con cerned with Sp anish
American War of 1898 including U .S. Oc
cupation of Cuba, Puerto Rico , Guam,
Philippines-stamps, covers, correspond
ence, et c.-Leonard Diamond, 407 L incoln
Road , Miami Beach, F lor ida 33139.

COLLECTOR needs U.S. official seals,
Scott OX1-0X47. Covers, multi ples , proofs,
essays. li terature. etc . S. Ka zrnan , 2 Skel
mor , Don MiIIs , Onto Canada.

WHY NOT sell your better Black J ack
covers at auc tio n prices. to a collector?
Robe rt G. McClellan, Box 563, North
brook, IL 60062.

WANTED: P etersburg, Va., covers
stampless, classics, Confederate. Also Vir
ginia stampless to 1845. Toby Tobias, 130
No. Hamilton n-., Beverly Hills, Cal.
90211.

--- ---- - - -----
WA NTED: U.S. R1-R178, RB1-RB31. Blue
Sta r , 207 Ea st Ave ., Batavia , N.Y. 14020.

MA NY SCOTT catal ogs & Re f. Books;
1890-1978; SASE for List. Gesell , 1031 Bar
to n, Ann Arbor, MI 48105.

YOUR AD HERE FOR
50c a line. Send with payment
to Dale R. Pulver, 7725 Beaver
Creek Dr., Mentor, Ohio 44060.
Next Deadline Dec. 15.
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SothebyParkeBernet-~
StampAuctionCo.

Auction: Monday, November 12 at 1:30 pm , Tuesday, November 13 through
Thursday, November 15 at 10:45 am and 1:30 pm each day at Sotheby
Parke Bernet, 980 Madison Avenue, New York

UNITED STATES, BRITISH AND GENERAL FOREIGN
POSTAGE STAMPS

On view:Thursday, November 8 through Sunday, November 11 from 11 am to 6
pm at the National Postage Stamp Show at the New York Coliseum.
Illustrated catalogue $3/4 by mail with post-sales results , order by sale no. S-39
with check enclosed to Sotheby Parke Bernet Stam p Auct ion Company, 158
Deer Hill Avenue, Danbu ry, Connecticut 06810.

C13-15 Grat Zeppe lin blocks of four

United States Sc. #356

The standard commissio n charged to Sellers is 10%. All property sold is subject
to a premium of 10% payable by all Buyers as part of the purchase price.

SothebyParke Bernet StampAuctionCo.,Inc.
158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY,CONNECTICUT 06810 (203) 743-4458
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, ASioe. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
A 23 ¢ NGU MAIL COVER TO BURMA IN 1873
ALLAN RADIN

Shown here is a cover which unfortunately does not lend itself to being
photographed. Its condition is utterly deplorable but it is a cover of great rarity
as far as destination, transmission, and rate are concern ed .

T

\

\
\

Prov idence, R.I., Ju ne 1873, to Rangoo n, Burma, India. The 23t direct rat. " Vi. North Ge rman Union ," but
no ro ut . d irect ive .

It is addressed to a "Rev. D. L. Brayton, Rangoon, British Burmah," en
dors ed "via North German Union ," and franked with singles of the l¢, 10<1 ,
and 12¢ stamps of the National Bank Note issue without grill (Scott nos. 145,
150, 151 resp ectively ) prepaying a 23¢ direct rate-6¢ international plus 17¢
foreign postage beyond th e borders of the North Germ an Union (NGU ).

.i I

" . '.

»

Reve..e of cove, w ith bickstimpi of Alexl nd,il, Sel Poll Office, Cl lcultl, In d Rlngoon.

The stamps are tied with two weak strikes of the Providence, R.I., du plex
dated June 2. At the right, below the 10¢ stamp, is the red NEW YORK/ JUN
282 Chronicle 104 / November 1979 / Vol. 31. No. 4
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RATES TO INDIA
BRITISH POSSESSIONS AND PROTECTED STATES (HINDOSTAN, HINDOOSTAN)

5/637/49 10/52 e7/56 4/57 7/57 e4/59 2/67 3/67 1/68 3/68
Br, vS 45 - omit 33 - - - 22 28
Br. vM 65/75 - omit 39/45 - - - 30 36
Br., oA-o B 21-5 - - - - - - om it
rCM 38 - - - - 36 - 35 omit
Fr. 30/60 - - - - - omit
B-R vM 40/72 - - 37 - omit
n ·R vT 64 - - 55 - omit

7/6,~ 11/68 1/70 7/70 8/70 11/70 1/71 3/71 4i71 10/71 IJ / 71 7/75 7/76
fir. vS - - 22 - - - - - - - - -21 omit
Br. vM - - 30 - - om it
fir. vB 36 28 - - - - -27 omit
Am . Pk t. vSF 10 - - - - - - - - - omit
NCV , d . 27 24 omit 24 t - 23 omit- - - - -
NC V . em . 32 - - 27 - - - - t - 24 - omit
NCV, d. vB -25 - 24 - 23 -20 omit
NCV. em. vB -28 - 27 - 24 -21 omit
NCV, d . vT -27 - 26 - om it
NCV. em . vT -30 -27 - omit
German - 17 omit
ur u. It. -10

OTHER THAN BRITISH

10/52 5/63 3/67 1/68
r CM 70 68 .'>9 omit

FRENCH POSSESSIONS [CHANDERNAGOR, KARIKAL, MAHE, PONDICHERRY, YANSON (YANAON]

4/57 8/69 1/70 7/75 7/76
Fr. -30/-60 - om it
Hr. vS 28 22 -21 omit
Am. Pkt. vSF 10 omit
uru, It . -10

t These ra tes applied to ma il not specifically endorsed "via Brindisi' or "via Trieste."
For explanation of abbreviations and symbols, see Chronicle 91:223.



5IPAID ALL exchange office marking ( the Erisia of the Hapag line sailed from
New York on Ju ne 5, 1873 ). A weak strike of the boxed HAMBURG/18.6/
FRANCO marking is just below the 12¢ and 10¢ stamps, partially superposed
on the New York exchange marking. At th e lower left is a red crayon "17,"
which is the New York credi t to the NGU for the foreign postage, and along
side it th e Germ an marking , representin g th e foreign postage prepaid, "wf 7"
silb ergroschen ( 17¢ ) .

On the reverse are the followin g transit markings: black circular ALEX
ANDRIA/26-6-73 of th e Austri an office, black oval SEA POST OFFICE/27-6-73,
and red double circle CALCUTTA, date illegible; in addition there is the black
oval RANGOON receiving markin g, date undecipherable.

In an article in Chronicle 100, associate editor Charles J. Starnes described
th e various routes lor mails to India and presented a comprehensive table of
rates, which , however , does not show a 2312 rate for NGU mail to India effec
tive in 1873. This cover was called to the attention of Mr. Starn es, who has
provided clarification. At the time in qu estion the NGU rates for mail to India
were listed in th e U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant ( USM&POA) as follows:

via Brindi si: direct mail prepayment optional 20¢ (Nov. 71-J ul. 75)
close d maii prcpaymcnt optional 21¢ (Nov. 71-J u l. 75)

via Trieste: direct mail pre payment op tiona l 26¢ (Oct. 71-J u l. 75)
close d mail prepayment op tiona l 27¢ (Oct. 71-Jul. 75)

------ d irect mail prep ayment man datory 23~' (Oct. 71-J ul. 75)
closed mail prep ayment mandat or y 241,' (Oct. 71-J ul. 75)

In his table of rates Mr. Starnes did not carry th e 23¢ dir ect rate and 24¢
closed mail ra tes beyond April 1871 since they would th en appear to have rio
further significance, because thereaft er th e NGU direct and closed mail rates
via Brindisi. and via Tri este were listed sepa rately. But in the USM&POA list
ing th ere is a footnote applicable to the via Brindisi and via Tri este rat e :
"All matter sent by this route must be plainly inscribed with the na me of the
route"; th is is most peculi ar in its application to both since NGU mail to India
had to go by way of one route or the other. Now it appears that if th e sender
fail ed to endorse such mail specifica lly "via Brindisi" or "via Tri este" the 23¢
or 24¢ rate was applica ble. It is ironic that if th e sende r of this cover had added
"via Brindisi" to his endorsement the rate would have been 3¢ less and pre
payment would not hav e been mand atory.

On the evide nce of thi s cover Mr. Starnes has revised his table of rates
and has been kind enough to provide the revised data for presentation herewith.
THE HEROUT ET DE HANDEL LINE: FRENCH PACKET DIRECT, 1847-48
CHARLES J. STARNES

C. A. Wickliffe, Postmaster General of th e United States, after consulta
tions with th e Fren ch Minister in Washin gton, sent to Paris in August 1844 a
proposed draft of postal reg ulations for direct mail transmittal between the
U.S. and France.' In an explanatory letter accompanying the draft, he dangled
th e following carrot:

If Fran ce design s to establish hcr line of stea m mail packets bet ween H avre and th e
United Sta tes. th is arrange me nt insures to her the transportation of a ll th e mail -matter
betw een th e United States and th e con tinent of Europe, whi ch now passes by th e Br it ish
post. More especially will t his be th e case, if Great Britain adheres (as I am inclined
to beli eve she will ) to h er hi gh d iscrimina tin g ra te of postage on foreign lett ers pass
ing into and th rough her kingdom fro m the United Sta tes.

But the French were not .too interested . Three years later they had an even
better opportunity to affirm solid postal relations with the U.S. The Ocean Steam
Navigation Co. (A m. Pkt. ) had started operations June 1847, and was immedi 
ately blocked by the English double packet charge." In addition to thi s griev
ance, th e U.S. had noted the unequal treatment of private ship charges on

I. R ep ort of the Post master Gel/e ral for 1844, Wi eren ga repr in t, 693-698.
2. R ep ort of th e Post m aster General for 18-17, W ierenga reprint. 1325-1327.
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25 Oct.
10 Nov .

19 Oct.
3 Nov.

MISSO URI
I'HILADELI'HIE

,\0 Sep ,
10 Oct.
It•. H avre

N EW YO R K 24 Oct. 14 Nov. 25 Nov . 12 Dec.
MI SSO URI 2,\ Ik e. 18 J an . 48 6 Fch. 48 23 Feh . 48

An ordinance of May 1847 set the sea ra te at If.n.5 g.; th e total French
postage was their sea rat e + their domestic charges ( de pendent, in this period,
on weight and distance ). From the U.S. viewpoint, th ese French packet letter s
were pri vate ship mail , thu s incomin g letters were du e 61 if addressed to New
York, 21 + dom estic postage if sent beyond th e port. Outgoing letters were
charged dom estic postage to New York . From Salles's notes it appears he had
data on at least nine of these I-I & H covers; we are quite fortunate to be abl e
to illustrate a few of these very interesting uses.

letters to and from England, and the very high transit charge by England on
mail to France from Southampton. There is no doubt that, in 1847, the U.S.
Post Office Department was highly irritated at all this arrogant mistreatment,
and would have welcomed a direct , reliabl e mail route to and through France.
So what evolved? A feebl e French direct packet line th at lasted only eight
months. Th e history, economic and philatelic, of thi s Compagnie Cenerale
des Paquebots Transatl antiques, is given by Salles." some extra details are given
by Hargest ' and Bonser ."

On 25 April 1847 the French government gave a Hl-year contract to the
firm of Herout and de Handel for the operation of a Havre-New York mail
packet line. Th e firm also received a 400,000 fran c subs idy, a loan of similar
amount for capital funding, and the use of four paddle-wh eel transport ships
of the French navy. Thus the immediate resources of th e Compagnie Generale
would seem to have been adequate, but unfortunately th e ships proved entirely
unsuitabl e for Atlantic transit. As a result of thi s ( and probabl y bad manage
ment ) the line ceased operation in February 1848, with reported losses of
£ 80,000. Nine round trips were made in this short-lived expe riment:

ship Iv . Ch rrbou rg. ar r. New Yor k Iv . Neio Y ork arr . Ch cr bo urg
UN IO N 22 JUll . 47 8 .luI. 47 24 .luI. 47 10 Au g. 47

I'HILADELI'HIE 15 Jul. 2 Au g. 15 Au g. I Scp .
MISSO URI 31 Jul. 21 Aug. 31 Aug. 15 Sep ,

NEW YORK 15 Aug. 4 Sep, 15 Sep, 3 Oct.
UN ION 31 Aug. 16 Sep . 30 Sep . 18 Oct.

alT. Ha v re
II Nov .
28 Nov.

Figure 1. Paris, 30 Aug . 1847 , to New Orleans, via H & H "Union" from Cherbau rg 31 Aug . (McDo nald
collection. )

3. Salles , L a Post e M aritime Fran coise, T om e IV, 224-225.
4. H ar gest , L ett er Post Communicat ions, etc., 54-55.
5. Bon sor , North Atlantic Seaway, second ed ., vol. I, 190-/ 92.
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Our first cover, F igure 1, from Paris, 30 Aug. 1847, bears the ms. di rective
"steam ship H avre," and a pa rtial strik e of a red P.P. in a rec tangle, 16..5 x
7.5 mm . On th e revers e is ms. "15," pr esumably showing payment of 5 decimes
inland + 10 decimes sea postage. The letter was carried by the Union, leaving
Che rbourg th e next day and reachin g New York 16 Sop. The total U.S. postage
due, 12r,i (2 r,i ship fee + 10r,i domestic ), wa s mark ed by a red NEW-YORK
SHIP SE P 16 12 cts . and collected at New Orleans.

Figure 2. New York, 15 Sep . 1847 , to Livorno, Tuscany, via H & H "New York" from New York, 15 Sep.

The second example, Figure 2, is a commercial letter in French, dated 15
Sep. 1847 from Ne w York. There are no U.S. pustal mark ings, so it is assumed
the letter was deli vered p rivately to the New York, whic h left the same day for
C he rbourg. At the Paris foreign office two of the red 2 LE HAVRE 2 PAQ.
REG. 20.7 mm. diam . entry handstamps ( Salles no . 1703 ) were applied, one
w ith 17 Sep. dat e which had been used on the previous M issouri mail , and the
other with correct 5 Oct. date of arrival of the New Yor k mail at Paris. The

Figure 3. New York, 30 Sep . 1847 , '0 Paris, fwd. to Rome, via H & H "Union" from Ne w York 30 Sep. (Schuh
collection.)
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route marking VIA DI PT. BEAUVOISIN indicates further transit over th e
Mt. Cen is pass do wn into Piedmont-Sardi nia, th ence to Genoa (floral design
with CORRISP. EST.- GEN OVA) and Livomo, Grand Duchy of Tuscany,
12 Oct. A black 20 decim es includes French, and possibly other, transit charges
collect at destinat ion .

Th e third cover, Figure 3, was sent to France and th en forw arded to Italy.
It is a very newsy folded letter" of 29-30 Sep. 1847, entered at th e New York
office (red NEW-YORK SEP 30) and carried out the same day on th e Union,
arr. Ch erbourg 18 and Paris 20 Oct. (2 LE HAVRE 2 PAQ. REG. 20 OCT 47).
The Paris forwarder sent the letter to the U.S. Consul at Rome, per instru ctions
on reverse. A 15 decimes collect at Paris was marked out and a prominent
"46" is inscribed. The transit route from Paris to Rome is not known, but if
the debit was 46 decim es to Rome, this was quite a sum, plus th e 29 bajocchi
(about 29¢) internal collect (ms. "Baj, 29" ).

We note a fourth cover which was sold as part of lot 1579 in th e Siegel
auction of the Lester L. Downing collection, Sept. 20-24, 1974. The letter
was posted 5 Feb. 1848 at th e New York office and sent out on th e last trip
of th e Herout et de Handel Compagnie Gen erale Missouri , lv. New York
6 Feb. and arr. Havre 23 Feb. It bears th e entry handstamp 1 LE HAVRE 1
PAQ. REG. 23 FEVR 48 (struck at Ha vre, Salles no. 1702 in blue) , and a
ms. 18 decimes collect at Chalon-sur-Saone, France, 24 Feb.

6. To Jasper F. Cro psey , 24, arc h itec t and painter , giving in considerable detail th e
activiti es of man y New York artists. There ar e two philatelic not es in the lett er : " I wro te en 
closin g a letter from your fat her by th e French Steamer of 15th & W .R . wro te by the English
Steamer of same day both letters like th is being directed to Mr. Walsh, Paris," and "Pray
tell me all th e li tt le deta ils abo u t postage & to gui de m e writin g. .. ."

A LETIER FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO FRANCE
AT END OF THREE MONTHS PERIOD

GEORGE E. HARGEST
While the rates set forth in th e U.S.-French convention of 2 March 1857

came into operation on letters posted in eithe r th e United Stat es or France on
1 April 1857, the effective date on letters received at the exchange offices in
either country is ind efinite. Mr. Melvin W. Schuh has or had a cover posted in
New Orleans on th e 31 March 1857 addressed to Par is. It arrived in New York
on 8 April 1857. The New York exchange office forwarded it by British open
mail to London. The London office marked it with a GB/IF6OC marking and a
London marking on the reverse dated 20 April 1857. Although this cover ar
rived in New York long aft er th e effective date of th e tr eaty, it was tr eated
by the New York and London offices as an open mail letter. France marked it
with an "8" which was the correct rate of 8 decimes by British open mail when
conveyed by British packet. It was also th e single rate for an unpaid letter by
French mail, under the U.S.-French convention. It was this letter that led to
the assumption th at any letter posted in the United Stat es before 1 April 1857,
would be treated as a British open mail letter. 1 This I find not to be the case.

Figure 1 illustrates a cover submitted by Mr. James C. Pratt, Esq ., Assistant
Attorney-General of the State of Georgia, and R.A. 2011- a new member of our
Society. This cover bears a SAN FRA NCISCO CAL./26 PAID marking bearing
the date of 20 MAR (1857). This is normally th e British op en mail prepayment
by American packet from the West coast which required 5¢ above th e 21¢
rat e from the rest of th e United Stat es. The San Francisco office forwarded the
letter to the New York exchange office, which marked it with a cds NE W 
YORK/ AM. PKT marking bearing the date APR,!18. This marking was normally
used on Briti sh open ' mail letters . There is no British ma rking, which indicates
the British did not treat the letter as a British open mail letter ; th ere is no credit
to France, which indicates that the New York office did not treat the letter
as a French mail letter. The French marking on the fac e of the cover is unclear.

I. George E. Hargest , The H istory of Letter Post Commu nication Between the Uni ted
States and Europe, 1845-18i5. pp. 66-67.
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Figure 1. Posted in San Francisco , prepai d to be sent to France by British open meil, this cover was forwarded
10 N.w York. The N.w York Offic. senl il by Ihe U.S.M. sleomship Woshi nglon 10 Soulhomplon. The
Southampton office sent it to Le Havre without placing a British marking upon it. It was sent from Le Havr. '0
Paris on 5 May 1857 (Le Havre to Paris mzrlcing on reverse), wh ere the Paris office treated it as a French mail ,
do uble weight cover. It was marked for a collection of 16 decimes. The Le Hlvre office alto marked it I I II
Fr.nch moil cover by plocing "ET. UNIS SERVo AM. V. A./HAVRE" mork lng on Ihe I.... The "SERV," indi col.s
Fr.nch moll .

Mr. Pratt has carefully analysed it and states that it appears to be, "ETATS
UNIS SERY. AM. V.A./HAVRE/5/MAI/57." Whether thi s marking is in red
or blue is not sta ted. M. Salles illustrates this marking as "ET . UNIS ," rather
than "ETATS UNIS," marks of entry reserved for covers originating in th e
United States and coming by way of Southampton. He also states th e marking is
in red." The word "SERV." in the inscription indicates th at the French conside red
it to be French mail. A similar mark ing was used prior to the treaty mail, read
ing "PAQ. AM." rather than "SERV." If the French had considered th is an open
mail cover , the ma rking with "PAQ. AM." would have been applied. In Franc e
this was a double rate cover, i.e., one weighing over 7~ grams, but not over 15
grams. They, th erefore, marked it for a double rate of 16 decim es, or 2 x 8
decimes, the French mail rate.

Two ships left New York on 18 April 1857: Washin gtol1 of the Ocean line ,
and Constitution of the Belgian Transatlantic Steam Navigation Co. No con
sideration would have been given Constitution, had it not been for Mr. Willi am
K. Herzog's excellent article, showing that the Constitution had repl aced Her
mann on 24 January 1857 on the Bremen run. " Actually, Constitution was sche d
uled to sail on 23 January 1857, but changed its sailing date to the 24th when it
found it might receive a mail contract. It is believed , however , th at th is cover
was sent by W ashington. The Ocean line was under contract to the Post Office
Department to carry mail to Southampton and Bremen.

2. Ra ymond Salles, La Poste Marit im e Fran ,aise, vol. IV. postmark 1795, p . 295.
3. William K. H erzog, Ch ro nicle of th e U .S. C11I.<sic Issues, 1'01. 29. No . I , Wh ole No . 93,

pp.62· 64.
I PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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THE GUION LINE-MAIL PACKETS FROM NEW YORK
5 JANUARY 1870 TO 28 DECEMBER 1875-

via QUEENSTOWN TO LIVERPOOL

WALTER HUBBARD AND CLIFFORD L. FRIEND

(Con tinued from Chronicle 103:221)

1874
PD LP QT ARR NY PACKET PD NY ARR QT NOTES
17 Dec 18p 30 Dec WI SCONSIN 6 Jan 16 J an (0430) see no te 8
24 do 25 8 J an NEVADA 13 J an 23 J an (1545)
31 do 3p 15 do WYOM IN G 20 Jan 30 J an sailed 2d la te f. LP
7 Jan 9p 21 do IDAHO 27 J an 7 Feb (0330) sailed Id la te f. LP

I4 do I5p 30 do MAN HATTAN 3 Feb 15 Feb (2400)
21 do - 3 Feb MINNESOTA 10 Feb 20 Feb (2100)
28 d o 29 10 do WISCONSIN 17 Feb 10 Mar (1800)

4 Feb 5 19 do NEVADA 24 Fe b 7 Mar (2000)

NO SAILING 3 Mar
18 do 19p 5 Mar ID AH O 10 Mar 20 Mar
25 do 13 do MAN HATTAN 17 Mar 29 Mar (2100)

4 Mar 5 MINNESOTA 24 Mar 4 Apr (0115)
II do 12 23 do WYO MIN G 31 Mar 10 Apr (0900)

18 do 19 2 Apr NEVA DA 7 Apr 19 Apr (1230)
NO SAILING 14 Apr

I Ap r 2 17 do ID AH O 21 Apr 2 May (1900)
8 do 9 21 do WISCONSIN 28 Apr 8 May (1100)

15 do 16 30 do ~[INNESOTA 5 May 17 May (1230)
22 do 23 4 May WYOMING 12 May 23 May (1220)

NO SAILING 19 May see note 9
6 May 7 20 do :-iEVADA 26 May 6 Jun (0300)

13 do 14 26 do IDA HO 2 J u n 13 J un (0600)
20 do 21 31 do W ISCONS IN 9 J un 20 Ju n (0700)
27 do 28 10 .Tun MI N NESOT A 16 Jun 28 J u n (0230)

3 J un 4 14 do WYO MI NG 23 Jun 3 Jul (1500)
10 do 12 23 do NEVA DA 30 Jun II.Tu l (1200) sailed Id la te f. LP ;

end FY 1873
NO SAILING 7 J ul

24 do 25 6 Jul ID AH O 14 JuI 25 Jul (1500)
I Jul 2 17 do WISCONSIN 21 J uI 2 Aug (2200)
8 do 9 21 do MINNESOTA 28 J u I 8 Aug (1200)

15 do 16 26 do WYOM ING 4 Aug 14 Aug
NO SAILING II Aug see note 10

29 do 30 10 Aug NEVADA 18 Aug 28 Aug (2000)
5 Aug 6 17 do IDAHO 25 Aug 5 Sep (1900)

12 do 13 24 do WISCONSIN I Sep II Sep (0330)
19 do 20 31 do MI NNESOT A 8 Sep 19 Sep (II 00)

NO SAILING 15 Sep
2 Sep 3 14 do WYOMING 22 Sep 2 Oct (2030)
9 do 10 21 do NEVA DA 29 Sep 10 Oct (0630)

16 do 17 27 do IDAH O 6 O ct 17 Oct
23 do 25 5 Oct W ISCONS IN 13 Oct 23 Oct (1800)
30 do I Oc t 15 do MINNESOT A 20 Oct 31 Oct (2230)

NO SAILING 27 Oct

14 Oct 15 26 do WYOMING 3 Nov 13 Nov (2240)
21 do 22 3 Nov NEVADA 10 Nov 23 Nov (0600)

NO SAILING 17 Nov see note I I
4 Nov 5 16 do WISCONSIN 24 Nov 5 Dec (0930)

8. O n this and subsequent voyages , depar tu res from New York were chan ged to Tuesdays.
9. HER DER, of the Adler Line, saile d from NY 10 Ma y wi th 88 sacks of English , Fre nch

and German mails.
10. LESSING , of the Adler Line. sailed from NY II Aug wi th 105 sacks of En gli sh , Fre nch

and German ma ils.
II. GOET HE, of the Adler Line, sailed from NY 17 Nov with English , Fr ench and Gennan

ma ils.
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18 do 19

24 do 25

2 J u n 3

12 Ma y 13

see note 18

see note 17

L/V
end FY 1875; see

note 19

sa iled Id la te f. NY
sa iled Id late f. LP

do
see note 16

II J u n (1120)

3 Jul (1550)

17 May (1600)

28 Ma y (1345)

25 Apr (II 00)

see no te 13
J an (1320)

see note 14
2 Mar (0300) sa iled 2d la te f. NY

see note 15

15 Mar (1700)
20 Mar (0400)
28 Mar (1800)

10 Apr (0900)

16 J an (0100)
22 J an (1820)

7 Feb

13 Feb

ARK QT NOTES

21 Dec (0400) L/V; sailed 2d late
f. NY

see note 12

5 J an
12 Jan
19 Jan
26 Jan

2 Feb LP
9 Feb

16 Feb
23 Feb

2 Mar
9 Mar

16 Mar
23 Mar
30 Mar

Ii Apr
13 Apr
20 Ap r
27 Apr

4 May
II May
18 May
25 May

I Tu n
8 J u n

15 Jun
22 .Tu n
29 Jun

15 Dec
22 Dec
29 Dec

PD NY
I Dec
8 Dec

WISCONSIN
IDAHO
NO SAILING
NEVADA

WYOMING
NO SAILING
WISCONSIN
NO SAILING

ID AH O
NEVADA
WYOMING
NO SAILI NG
WISCONS IN

NO SAILING
ID AH O
N O SAILI NG
NO SAILING

MANHATTAN
NO SAILING
WISCO NSIN
NO SAILING

WYOMI NG
NO SAILING
NO SAILING
MANHATTAN
NO SAILING

NO SAILING
WYOMING
NO SAILING

PACKET
NO SAILI NG
MI NNESOTA

23 do

5 Apr

14 Jun

9 Feb

27 do

10 Ma y

3 Dec

23 do

25 do
3 Ma r
9 do

30 do
8 J an

22 do

29 do

15 do

ARRNY

II

26

II

17p
24p

7

14p

28

14 Apr 15

28 do 29

10 Mar

2 Dec 3p

1875
16 do
23 do

10 Feb
17 do
24 do

6 Jan

13 do

27 do

1874 (cont .)
PD LP QT

16 do 17
23 do 24
30 do I Jul

7 Jul 8

14 do 15
21 do 22
28 do 29

4 Aug 5
II do 12

18 do 19

I Sep 2
8 do 9

15 do 16
22 do 24

27 do
5 J ul

13 d o
17 do

26 do
31 do
7 Aug

14 do
22 do

28 do

11 Sep
19 do

26 do
5 Oct

W ISCONSIN
WYOMING
IDAHO
MONTANA

NEVADA
DAKOTA
WISCONSIN
W YOMING
IDAHO

MONTANA
NO SAILING
DAKOTA
WISCONSIN

WYOMING
IDAHO

6 Jul
13 Jul
20 Jul
27 Jul

3 Aug
10 Aug
17 Aug
24 Aug
31 Aug

7 Sep
14 Sep
21 Sep
28 Sep

5 Oct
I ~ Oct

16 Jul (1350)
24 Jul (1400)

2 Aug (1100)
5 Aug (1I30)

19 Aug (0830)
19 Aug (2230)
27 Aug (1800)
4 Sep (0900)

11 Sep (0700)

17 Sep (0530)

30 Sep (0520)
8 Oct (0200)

15 Oct (0700)
22 Oc t (1700)

see note 20

F/V

F/V

12. SCH ILLER , of the Ad ler Line, sailed from NY 15 Dec wi th all mails.
13. LE SSI NG , of th e Ad le r Line, sa iled from NY 29 Dec wi th all mails.
14. KL O PST OCK,/ of the Adle r l. ine, sa iled with a ll ma ils-one day lat e.
15. SCH ILLER , of th e Ad ler Line , sailed from NY 23 Feb wit h a ll mails .
16. H ERDER, of the Ad le r Line, sa iled from NY 23 Mar with a ll mails.
17. KL OPSTOCK , of the Adler Lin e, sai led fro m NY 6 Apri l wit h a ll mails.
18. SCH ILLE R , of th e Ad ler Li ne, sailed from NY Ap ri l 27 wit h th e mail s. On her way to

H amburg, she was wrec ked off the Scill y Isles on 7 May. Some of her mail was salvage d and
pic ked u p by POMMERANIA (of th e Hambur g Ame r ican Lin e) from NY on 29 Apri l.

19. Althoug h th e Line made 32 trips in th is fisca l year, in the Postmaste r General's Repor t
they were compen sat ed for on ly 28. The four voyages on whi ch it is most lik ely tha t ma ils were
not carried are among the following sa ili ng dat es from New York-4 Au gust , 10 November and
8 December (1874) and 26 January , 2 Februar y and 2 March (1875) . On th e o ther trips mails
were reported as bei ng landed on arrival at Que ens tow n.

20. Ge neral Postal Union rate of 5 cen ts (pe r V2 oz.) became effective 1 July.
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1875 (cont .)
PD LP QT ARR NY PACKET PD NY ARR QT NOTES

NO SAILING 19 Oct
NO SAILI NG 26 Oct

13 Oct 15 25 do DAKOTA 2 Nov II Nov (2150) sailed Id lat e f. LP
20 do 21 2 No v WI SCONSIN 9 Nov 19 Nov (0050)
27 do 28 7 do WYOMI NG 16 Nov 27 Nov (1500)

3 Nov 4 16 do NEVADA 23 Nm' 4 Dec (0730)
10 do 12 22 do MONTANA 30 Nov 10 Dec (0400) sailed Id lat e f. LP

17 do 19 2 Dec IDAHO 7 Dec 18 Dec (0500) sailed Id late f. LP
24 do 26 6 do DAKOTA 14 Dec 23 Dec (1040) do

I Dec 2 12 do WI SCONSIN 21 Dec 30 Dec (2000)
8 do 9 20 do WYOMI NG 28 Dec 7 Jan (1200)

References 1869-1876
T he Liverpool T elegraph 6- Com mercia l Gazett e : Lloyds List : The New York Daily Tribune :

The New -York Ti m es : Th e T imes : Annual Rep ort s of th e United Stat es Postmaster
Gener al.

N. R. P. Bonsor : No rth Atlantic Seaway (1955 Editio n) . p . 239.
Review: First Federal Issue 1798·1801, U.S. Revenue Stamped Paper. By
W. V. Combs. Published 1979 by the American Philatelic Society , Inc. ix +
124 pages. $17.00 ($13 .60 to APS members ) from APS, P.O. Box 800, State
College, Pa. 16801.

Th e subject is far removed from the fields covered by the Chronicle, but
this book is so interesting and informative that it deserves mention here. Retired
Admiral Combs presents the historical and legislat ive background, manufac
tu re, varieties, characteristics, uses, and collecting possibili ties of these early
embossed revenues clearly and au thori tatively- testimony to years of research
and study. Th e volume is comprehe nsively illustrated with examples of many
rare embossed stamps and the documents on which they were used.

Susan M. McDonald
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REF ER ENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
S.n Anselmo, C• . 94960 USPCS

CSA
Ch ron icle 104 / November 1979 I Vol. 31, No .
POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction. Sales
held four times a year .

Henry M. Spelman III
P.O. Box 645

Sin Anselmo, CA 94960
4 291



The
Development

of Rates of Postage
A. D. SMITH

Originally published in 1917, this rare work has not been generally known

or available to special ists of Postal History.

It was originally written as a thesis for a doctoral degree in Econom ics

at the University of London and subsequently published.

This 431 page reference deals with the Postal Rates of

England, Canada, the United Slates, France and Germany only

and is divided into Chapters as follows:

I The Rate for Letters, II The Rate for Newspapers, '" The Rate for Parcels

IV Minor Rates, V Local Rates, VI International Rates, VII An Analysis of Cost.

Three Appendices include material on

Rates of Inland Letter Postage Charged in England 1635-1915,

Fore ign Rates in the British Service, the Thurn and Taxis Posts in Germany,

Parcel Post in Canada, the Supplemental Services, Post Office Revenue,

Graphs and an Appendix on Documents and Extracts

illustrating aspects of relevant Postal History.

An Index and Bibl iography are included.

A small edition of 400 copies bound in Library Buckram
has been produced for specia lists.

$40.00 POSTPAID

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.

5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 103

Figure 1. Cove, from Little Rock, Ark., with 3¢ 1857 and ms. " 10."

Figure 1 shows the first problem cover from the last Chronicle, an envelope
with a 3¢ 1857 cancelled with a bull seye killer . Correct analyses of these mark
ings came from Dr. James Milgram, David Skowlund and Dr. William Parkes,
and here are some of their comments :

Arkansas secede d from th e Union 8 May 61 and was adm itt ed to th e Con federacy
18 May.

The cover was probably mailed lat e in May and deli vered in June .T he CSA postal
system 's ra te for a letter tr avelling over 500 miles was !O¢, and this cover was ra ted
due !O¢.

During this transition peri od , some po stal clerk s were unsu re of how to handle
mail, and the 3¢ US stamp may hav e been ignored.

Figure 2. Cover with 3¢ 1861 and 10¢ Confederate stamps.
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Figure 2 shows a P.O.W. cover , and elicited much interest. Some of the
written comments came from Bob Eldridge , Dr. 'William Parkes, Dr. John
Buckner , Dr. James Milgram, and K. A. Whittle, and all of th eir comments
were correct and pertinent. Jim Milgram points out that the Confederate censor 's
initials appear to be th e same as covers he has seen that originated in Libby
Prison. Ken Whittle writes:

The philately of Andersonv ille began Dec. 17. 1949. wi th a n article in Stauips,
"A Prisoner o f W ar Letter fro m Anderson vill e" by Van D yk MacBrid e. T he writer th er e
sa id , " the o n ly prison er 's cover and letter from Andersonvi lle th is writer ha s ever
seen.. . . T h is ca nce lla tio n [postmark] , wh ich the writer has never seen previously. is
al so sepa ra te ly illustrated in th is article from a drawing mad e of it by Aug us t Diet z
Sr. in wh ich th e ill egible p ortion s a re ind ica ted by do tted lin es."

The cove r and the drawing, or a copy of it , appear in Antrim's Civ il Wa r P risons
and Th ei r Cov el's, pa ge 122. The d rawing indicat es th a t but a l itt le more than half
the po stmark was legible ; further , it do cs not con vey sat isfac to ri ly th e blurrin ess of
th e postmark. T h is drawing fat he red the illustration in Diet z's H a n d h ook of 1959 .
Note th at Andersonville is not noted in th e 1945 ed ition .

The p ro bl em cover di ffers from the accepted by ha ving it s letter s which appear
on the cover proper in iso la ted and very di st inct forms-no vagu en ess as in accep ted
covers and it has no vest ige of an outer r ing com mo n to acce p ted cove rs .

Anderson ville was in op erat ion from Feb. to ear ly Sep t. in 1864. From th e ph ot o
th e sta m p used was a da rk color with th e background around the head almost solid
much the same as occurs in a n over he a ted p lat e of th e Keating & Ball issu e . but since
no mention of the issue was mad e on e can on ly spec u la te, but the ea rliest dated ca n 
ce lla tion for such was Dec. 4, 1864, some time after th e prison was closed .

Th e key to spotting this fake is that an unus ed K&B 10¢ stamp was added
to a genuine cover and a faked Andersonville marking ap plied .

The Stamp Co ver & Repos itory Pro gram ha s received many similar inter
esting covers. Pleas e conside r sending any questionable items you may (re
gretfully ) own, so that they can be mad e available for study and so that they
will be removed, forever , from the market. Donations can be sent to th is Editor,
marked for the at tention of Ms. Joanne Haag.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Figur e 3. PiI'rio' ic cov er from Bangor , Me ., to Ge rmany.

Figure 3 shows a Civil War patriotic from Bangor, Maine, to Bremen
in Germany. There are no markings on the back. Can a reader exp lain th e
23, 29, and 30 rate markings? There is not hing wrong with thi s cover , and one
reason it is being illustra ted is to show what Polaroid is doing vis-a-vis phila
telic photography th ese da ys. Th eir techni cal representative Bill Elk shot this
at the recen t APS show in Boston and made, on the spot in about a minute ,
thi s half tone, 85 line scree n, pr int.

Figures 4 and 5 show two Confederate covers that should have been donated
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Figure 4. Five cop ies of Confederate 2¢ brown red postmarked Galveston, Tex.

to S.C .R.A.P., but that are still float ing around in the market. C an readers
comment on th eir probl em s?

Plea se send your comments and photos of po ssible future problem covers
to th e Editor in Cinc innati within two weeks afte r receipt of your Chronicle.

.~~.~~;~~~
"'" I':" ~ ',~..to

Figure 5. Columbus, Ga ., provisional envelope.
! POSTAL HISTORY!
Co vers of e ve ry sta te, prov ince , usage & countrv in the world . Over 100,000 cove rs
in stock, xerox's or se lec tio ns availab le . Who knows I might have some thing for
YOU! Write w ith re ferences, int e re st, & p rice range . So Wr ite TODAY!

GARY HENDERSHOTT
1637·8 East 15th St.

Li"le Rock, Ark 72202 U.S.A.
(501) 376-7243

P.S. Price list o ut Ap ril:
Member : us pcs , aps . spa , gps, b ia, bna ps , ahps, phs , ccnyc, mms. tsd a, asda , etc .-
Chroni cle 104 I November 1979 I Vol. 31, No. 4 295



ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS - uSPcs - SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA - uscc - APC

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S. AND CONFEDERATE
COVERS, MANUSCRIPTS, BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hili., N.J. 07078

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
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HARMERS
New York

DECEMBER 11, 12.
Important United States

An excellent two-day sale including the first portion of the "CAPITOL" Collection
with a very nice range of 19th Century rarities and varieties; a strong selection of
20th Century Issues comprising blocks and Plate blocks; comp lete sheets; the Air
Post 1930 Zeppelin set in blocks; our valuable "Collectlons & Various", etc .

The tully illustrated catalogue will be available approximately
three weeks prior to the auction gratis at our New York and San
Francisco Galleries or tor $1 each by mail.

SEND US YOUR REQUEST NOWI

HARMERS of New York In£.
6 WEST 48TH STREET, NY 10036

Telephone: (212) 757-4460 (3 lines) Cable: Harmersale, New York

New York - San Francisco - London- Sydney
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