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AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE

presents

AN EARLY JUNE AUCTION OF

UNITED STATES 19th CENTURY

STAMPS AND COVERS

Extensive representation of 19th century classics including excel

lent showing of 1847 issue, specialized collection of one cent and three

cent 1851 issue, the three 1869 pictoria I issue inverts, complete bank

note grills, $2 .00 trans-Mississippi plate no . Block, cancellations and

multiples, collection of New York foreign mail cancellations (to be

sold as one lot estimated value $10,000>. Pony Express covers .

Catalog available at $1.00. Annual subscription 08-20 sales) with

prices realized $7.50.

( AUCTION GALLERIES,INC.)

120 EAST 56 STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10022

PHONE (212)·753-6421

ESTABLISHED 50 YEARS



BUSY BUYERS
A regular department now deals with this unique

for specialists

HOW IT WORKS

•service

If you col lect not mo re tha n three countries you may enrol and w ill
rece ive only catalogues or cuttings of those terr itories which interest

you . A charge is made according to what you have.

FOR BUYERS

This is the most efficient and economical way to keep check on
what is coming up of your favourite country in our auctions . You
are not paying for or wasting time wading through catalogues
which conta in nothing to interest you.

FOR SELLERS

Whether you have a general collection of modern Australia or 1000
specialised item s of Tannu Tuva, you can be sure that in selling
through our auctions your mater ial will be brought to the attention
of collectors who are real ly inte rested.

SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

For details of the above service, write to Mrs. Linda Gulliver,
The Audion House, 39 Poole Hill, Bournemouth BH2 SPX, England

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND 'I'~ =
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Cables: "Stamps London SW1", Telex : 915410, V.A.T.No. 239/4486/31
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Sati.hction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with Reference.
In.tallment Payment Term. If De.ired - (No Intere.t or Carrying Chargel)

Mllter Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street

APS Boston, Mass. 02108 CSA
SPA Phone: 617-523-2522 USPCS

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. by the U . S . Philatelic Classics
Society , Inc ., at 2030 Glenmont Ave.. N .W., Canton, Ohio 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton,
Ohio 44711 and additional mailing office. SUbscription price $14.00. Printed in U.S .A .
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One ofonly 8 known covers with Hawaii #7
(Ex-Seybold, Ex-Harris). Offered with other
Hawaii rarities in our June 4, 5 & 6 auction.

We canfind them. We can sell them.

May we help you buy or sell?

Catalog, including realizations for previous auction,
3 weeks before sale. Send name, address and $1.50.

~f!:!te~W!!!r~!!~?NC.
127 Kearny Street, SanFrancisco, CalifOrnia 94108· TeI.(415J 781-5127
76 Chronicle 106 I May 1980 I Vol. 52. No.2



IN THrS ISSUE

THE EDITOR'S PAGE 79

GUEST PRIVILEGE
Freight Money Covers- a Reprise, by Charless Hahn 80
New York Postmaster 's Pro visional Covers to th e United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ir eland, by Philip T. Wall 82

THE PRESTAMP AND STAMPLESS PERIOD
Post Paid Withdrawn Ship Letter , by Kenneth R. de Lisle 84
Los Angeles: Prestamp and Stampless Period, by Jerom e Schwimmer 86

THE 1847-51 PERIOD
Washington Writes to London, by Creighton C. Hart 9·1
1847 Covers with an English Accent, by Creighton C. Hart 94

THE 1851-61 PERIOD
British Illustrated Envelop es Used in the United States,

by Thomas J. Alexander 100
Post Office Error 102
Philadelphia Drop Marking 103
New Cermantown, N.J 103
U.S. Postal Markings: 1851-1861 104
Double Transfers on the 3¢ 1857 Issue (S4 and S5),

by Robert R. Hegland 105

THE 1861-69 PERIOD
Bill Herzog now Associate Editor for 1861 Section 110
First Shade of the Grill ed 12¢ Stamps, by William K. Herzog 110
SENT BACK TO ENGLAND WITHOUT A REASON FOR NON-

DELIVERY 112
"N.E.G."-What and Why, by Kenn eth A. Whittle 113
1¢ 1861 Ultramarine & Indigo Shades, by William K. Herzog 116
"PAYMASTER'S DEPARTMENT, U.S. STR ClRCASSIAN",

by Richard B. Graham 118

THE 1869 PERIOD
The 9O¢ 1869 Stamp on Cover, by Richard Searing 120

THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
Ninety Cent Bank Note Company Stamps on Cover

by Richard M. Searing 124

THE FOREIGN MAILS
The U.S.-U.K. 37¢ Private Ship Rate, by Charles J. Starnes 128
Aachen FRANCO Markings on Prussian Closed Mail-An Updating,

by Allan Radin 129
A Bremen Closed Mail-By Accident, by Richard F. Winter 131
Addenda: the Hawaiian Steam Service, by Kenn eth D . Gilbart 131
Addendum: Chronicle 55-Franking by Stamps -+- Cash,

by John V . Woollam 133
Hamburg American Line Sailing Lists , by Clifford L. Friend &

Walter Hubbard (Continue d from Chronicle 105:68) 134

THE COVER CORNER
Answers to Problem Covers in Issue No. 105 140
Further Notes on PCM 141
Problem Covers for this Issue 142
Chronicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32. No.2 77



Kaufmann's

Buyers of
Quality
Stamps
and
Collections

Shown are some of the
"gems" recently sold in
our public auctions.

More and more collectors, investors and dealers
are tuming to Kaufmann's when irs time to sell
their stamps .

With gross annual sales in excess of $3,000,000,
Kaufmann's isalways in need of quality material.
You have the choice of cash payment or con
signment to our monthly public auctions.

Write or phone for a free copy of our brochure on
selling your stamps .

Stamps for sale?
Useour toll-free hot line . . . ca ll

800-424-9519

John W. Kaufmann, Inc., 1522 K St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
"W ith a littl e bit of luck," this issue will reach read er's hands befor e the
op ening of the international exhibition in London where the Society's annua l
meeti ng will take place. In compliment to London 1980 the section editors and
con tributors have made a special effort to provide articles an d featur es th at have
some connection wit h the Bri tish Isles.

Admittedly this is not an easy task for a journal dedicated to nineteenth
century U.S. philately, but how well we have succeeded may be judged frum
the follow ing :

In the gues t sec tion Cha rless Hahn has added to the list of freight money
covers carr ied on the transatl antic route- mos tly to Great Britain-and Philip T.
Wall discusses cove rs bearin g th e 5¢ New York Postm aster 's Provisional and
addressed to the Briti sh Isles.

In the prestamp section Kenn eth R. deLi sle illust rat es an d explains the "Post
paid Withdrawn Ship Le tter," one of the British Post Office's oddest creations.
Several unusual 1847 covers to and fro m Britain are the subject of an article
by Cr eighton C. Hart; a letter from Geo rge Washing ton to London is illustrated
as an adde d bonu s.

In the 1851 period Thomas J. Alexande r describes th e use in the U.S. of
prop aganda envelopes imported from Britain. Some notes by Rich ard B. Grah am
on an often misinterpr eted British marking appea r in the 18Gl section.

Under foreign mails Charles J. Starnes discusses the elusive 37¢. private
ship rat e provided by the U.S.-G.B. Postal Convention. The Cover Corner offers
explanations of two covers with strong British associations and presents another
for analysis.

In addi tion to the British related items listed above, othe r features worthy
of mention inclu de an important ar ticle by Jerome Sch wimmer on early Los
Angeles postal his tory in the stampless section. Two fine articles by Rich ard M.
Seari ng on 90¢. 1869 covers and on 90¢' Bank Note covers appear unde r these
respective periods, An investigation by Kenneth A. W hitt le focuses on the
meani ng of the initials "N.E.G." in sold iers' letter certificati on handstamps.

Allan Radi n fu rnishes a revised tabl e of FRANCO markings on Prussian
closed mail covers, while Rich ard F. W inter has un covered information on
Bremen mails carried by N iagara instead of H erm ann. New dat a on the first con
tract sa iling of the H awaiian Stea m Service and additional cover listings by
Kenneth D. Gilbart also appear in the for eign mails section.

Robert R. Hegland has prep ared charts showing the identification cod es
assig ned double transfers of the 3¢. 1857 issue and the plate positions these
represen t. This will be helpful to collectors interes ted in plating these stamps.

British member John V. Woo llam has wri tten several sho rt pieces comment
ing or expanding on practices descri bed in pr evious issues - the first of these
appears in the foreign mail sect ion.

Hamb ur g American Line sai ling lists are comp leted in this issue; the Ash
brook lists of Pan am a and other west coas t sai lings will resume in August.

W ith thi s issue Wi lliam K. Herzog assumes the post of assoc iate edi tor
for the 1861 period ; he is represented - by art icles concerni ng colors of 1861
stamps- the first I2 ¢. grill issues, and the rar e shades of the I ¢..

In the sam e section Kenneth D. Gilbart and Kenneth A. Whittle will act as
cont ributing editors and C. , V. Christian will continue in that ca pacity. Their
contributions will add to the vari ety and interest of the sec tion.
Chronicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32. No.2 79



GUEST PRIVILEGE
FREIGHT MONEY COVERS-A REPRISE
CHARLESS HAHN

Since I did not know wha t to expect in the way of reader response to my
arti cle "Freight Money Covers" published in three magazines (Chronicles 99
and 100) on two continents , I was both pleased by the seriousness of those who
responded and surprised by the small number of new covers which were turned
up and which are listed herewith in two lists appended to this note. It is inter
esting to note that there was an August 18, 1837, sailing ship cover which con
firms such an early use of that service and a sailing ship cover even later than
the one in my original list, this time from January 1848.

Also noted is a cover from Richmond, Virginia, by the Great Western which
has a "PAID" and "STEAM" on the reverse in blu e. I had speculated that red
on the reverse meant "steam " while blue meant "sailing ship" and discovered
from Jam es A. Danigelis, M.D., of South Windsor, Connecticut, that this was
not the case which should prove to me again the futility of speculating on too
small a sample.

I thank, in addition to Dr. Danigelis, the followin g for their contributions
and help to this addendum: Charles Burke-Easton , Steventon, England; Edward
T. Harvey, Pitman, New Jersey; Eric Quinn, Grasmere, Cumbria, England; John
R. Green II , Webster Gro ves, Missouri ; Robert Holdeman, Bognor Regis, Eng
land; Brian Cocking, Huddersfield , England; E. Malinow, Leeds, England; and
Frederick S. Lightfoot; Greenport, New York.

from Hamilton, V.C., Jan . I, 1840, to Scotland, showing payment of freight money for sailing ship: "Ship 12th ."
Liverpool sh ip le"or handsllNTlp on back .

One cover , a second example of which would be extremely useful if we
could find one, was sent to me by Eric Quinn and was from Murfreesboro,
N.C., with a single 50¢ rating to Dublin, Ireland, via New York in January 1842.
There is no written indication on the cover as to whether it was a single or double
cover and the U.S. was charging by the shee t at that time rather than by weight.
The incoming English postage which was under the Un iform Post Act and by
weight was a single rate. A further cover from Murfreesboro, N.C., during the
period, espe cially if gave more defin ite instructions as to whether it went by
80 Chronicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32. No.2



a freight mon ey vessel , would clea r up whethe r thi s city combined its rating
into th e single ra ting or not . Any help will be grea tly apprecia ted.

If any readers should tu rn up a Freight Money cove r, or a cover which
they believe to be a Fre ight Money cove r, I sha ll be happy to continue to
compile thi s list , if you notify me in care of th e editor, preferably sending me
an office machine cop y of the cove r or cover s in question, and I shall let you
know if you really have a Freight Mon ey cover or not, at least in my opinion.

STEAMERS
Date & City of Postm ark
IOfl 1838, Baltimore

1/1 3 1839, Baltimore

4/19 1839, Baltimore

5fl3 1839, Charl esto n

7/21 1839, New Orleans

12/12 1839, Baltimore

3/1 8 1840, Philadelphia

3/ 18 1840, Philadelphia

5/8 1840 , Ph iladelphia

9/25 1840 , Char lesto n

10/ 31 1840, Philadelphia

8/4 1841 , Baltim ore

12/4 1841, Ri chmond

6/1 5 1842, Baltimore

5/24 1843, Philad elphia

II j7 1844, Baltimore

R ated
Sing le , 25 & 18%

Single, 25 & 18%

Trip le, 75 & 56~

Single , 25 & 25

Single, 25 & 25

Sing le, 25 & 18%

Single, com bined 37Y2

Quad ., com bi ne d 1.50

Single, combined 37Y2

Single, 25 & 25

Single, combine d 37Y2

Q uad ., 1.00 & 75

Sing le , 25 & 18%

Sing le, 25 & 18%

Sin gle, com bined 37Y2

Sing le, 25 & 18%

R emarks
Per Grea t ' Vestern.

Per Steamer Royal William.

Per G rea t \ Vestern.

Ms. 25 top r igh t & lef t. P. Li verpool Steam er
fro m N .Y.

Per Grea t W estern to Bordeaux, France.

Per Steamer Li verpool.

Per Great W est ern.

Per G rea t W estern .

Per Great \ Vester n .

Ms. 25 twice. I.pl backstamp 10/1 7.

Per Grea t Wes tern.

Pe r Grea t \\'este rn .

Per G reat Western (b lue PAID & STEA M
verso) .

Per G reat Western .

Li verpool Sh ip .

Per G re a t \Vestern .

SAILING SHIPS
Date & City of Postm ark
8/3 1 1837, Philadelphia

10/7 1838, Philadelphia

4/9 1839, Philadelphia

7/18 1839, Baltimore

10/31 1839, Philadelphia

4/? 1840 , Philadelphia

5/ 18 1840 , Baltimore

6/1 3 1840 , Baltimore

9/1 8 1840, Baltimore

II / 18 1840, Philad elphia

5/18 184 I, Philad elphia

5 / 31 1841, Philadelphia

3/16 1845, Philadelphia

9/10 1845, Philadelphia

1/ 29 1848, Baltimore

Rated
Double, combi ned 50

Single, co m bined 25

Double, combine d 50

Double, 25 & 37Y2

Single, com bine d 25

Double, combine d 50

Single, 1 2 ~"2 & 18%

Quadruple, 50 & 25

Trip le, 37Y2 & 56~

Q ua d. , co mbi ned 1.00

Single, com bined 25

Double , combi ned 50

Double, com b ined 50

Single, com bined 17Y2
(12Y2 frei ght & 5
in land)

Single 12Y2 & 5

R em arks
Packet lst for L 'p ool.

Per Ceo. W as h ing to n .

Per Lon don pa cket 10th Ap ri l. Sou tha mp ton
SH I P LET TER.

N. Y. & Liverpool pkt 19 July.

P . N .Y. pkt Nov . I to Lpl. To Manch ester,
red 4 hdstp assoc. RR .

N .Y. packe t 10 Ap r il.

Per London packet 20th May.

Via New Yor k.

Per Liverpoo l pa ck er ,

Pkt, of 19th via N.Y. & Lpl.

Per Co lum b us.

Packet of 26 May From N.Y. (Da ted 5/25,
but Phila. pmk 5/31) .

Per Montezuma.

Shi p H enry C lay .

Per Packe t N.Y . to London 1st Febry. (La test
fre igh t money cove r now recorded ) .
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NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S PROVrSIONAL COVERS TO THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND

PHILIP T. WALL

Figur. A. Cover .ddr....d to l iv.rpool, postm.rk.d Nov. 28, 1845. By the " Britan nia" wh ich sai l.d from
Boston Dec. 1. R. t. 1/ - due for pack.t postag• .

During the 1845-1847 period, the Cunard line held the contract for carry
ing mail between the United Sta tes and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland . Outgoing mail left the United States twice a month from Boston ,
usually the middle of the month and the end of the month, except in winter ,
when service was monthly. Since there was no provision to permit the prepay
ment of postage outside the United States, New Yorkers could pay only the
dom estic postage, in this case .51- for a single weight letter to Boston which is
under 300 miles from New York. Th e foreign postage was collected from the
addressee. Inasmuch as the sailing schedules of the Cunard ships were known
in advance in New York City, man y of these covers are designated for particular
ships . Noted among these covers is mail marked for the following vessels :
Acadia, Hibernia , Caledonia , Britannia, and Cambria. Other covers are marked
"vi~ Boston", "per Boston Steamer", "Royal Mail Steamer via Boston and Hali
fax , etc.

......_--/:? ...,
/_"~....~;...':"....;J,~ _

Figure B. To Sh.ffi.ld, Eng., " pr. Britannia." Prob.bly sailing of Aug. 1, 1845, from Boston.

My records show a total of 37 covers addressed to the United Kingdom.
These are broken down by weight as follows : 32 single weight covers and five
82 Chronicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32, No . 2



double weight covers. By destination these covers break down as follows: to
Eng land, 29 covers; to Scotland, two covers; an d to Ireland, one cover. J have
no record of an y covers ad dressed to either ' Vales or what is now Northern
I reland . Th e one cover to Ireland is addressed to Dublin, and th e two covers
to Scot lan d are addressed to Edinburgh and Greenoc k respectively.

Figu re- C. To correspondent in london for transmission '0 Trieste (Austria). Addressee p.id pack.' chllrge so
tha' lett er cou ld be forw arded . Ms. charges coll ect ed at Trieste. By "C..mbria" Dec. 16, 1845 , from Bos'on .

As might be expected, most of the mail destin ed for Eng land went to
Lon don ; bu t covers are also known addressed to the following En glish cities
and town s: Cranb rook , Liverpoo l ( Figure A) , Manchester , Sheffi eld ( Figure B ),
and Walsal!. Many of the photographs in my files do not include the full cover,
and the exac t destination is unknown. It is h ighly probable there are covers
addresse d to othe r cities and towns in England.

Figure D. Similar to Figure C, ex cept .hat 'he letter was rated double in the U.S. Carried by the "C. I. doni."
Sopl. 16, 1845 , from 80slon .

By far the largest and bes t known correspondence to Eng land consists of
the covers addr essed to Lang, Freeland an d Co . at T rieste in care of Jas. Lang
of London . Nine cove rs have sing le stumps ( Figure C ), and four have horizontal
pai rs ( Figure D ). All of these covers were forwarded to T rieste which at th at
time wa s a part of Austria .

The cover to Manchester is postmarked Ju ly 15 ( 1845) and is one of six
covers of which I have records postm arked on th at date. which is the earl iest

recorded lise of a United Sta tes Postmaster's Provi sional Stam p.
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THE PRESTAMP AND

STAMPLESS PERIOD
KENNETH R. DE LISLE, Editor
POST PAID WITHDRAWN SHIP LmER
KENNETH R. DE LISLE

For a period of less than one year from the effective date of 54 Ceo. III,
C.169 1814 until the effective date of 55 Geo. III, C.153 1815 (Sept. 17, 1814
to July 11, 1815) , there existed a curious circumstance on out-bound ship mail
from Great Britain which occasionally is found on letters in United States ship
mail collections .

The discussion of "bootleg" letters in a previous issue (Chronicle 104:242)
has brought several comm ents from readers on th e evasion of postage on the
transatlantic route but no example of domestic bootlegging where intent to
evade posta ge charges could be demonstrated. Generally, references in the
text of such letters indicate that th e write r entrusted his correspondence to
a third party, for part or all of the way, as a secure method to effect delivery
and to shorten transit time. We will have more on that subject in a future issue .

There is no qu estion , however , that between Europe and America the car
riage of letters outside the mails was a common practice, known to all . This
article presents th e strange comhina tion of a letter illegal by British statute,
yet officiall y sanctioned and so marked , by payment of a fee for which no service
was rendered by th e British Post OHice!

Frank Staff has written graphically on the tri als and tribulations of th e
Post Offi ce in attempting to enforce the several Aets prohibiting private car 
riage of letters and states the custom of two centuries continued unabated
even after a partial remedy was tri ed in 1799.1 Merchants and private citizens
were reluctant to aba ndon the old coffee-house system which had so well served
them th rough th e years . Important mail was still handed to a trusted ship cap
tain rather th an being placed in th e packet-boat mail. By a new law, 39 Ceo.
UI C.76 1799, letters were allow ed to pass by pri vate vessel from Great Britain
to th e Americas at one-half the packet-boat rate of 2s. per letter . Incoming
mail was charged 4d. ship fee, plus 2d. for the captain, plus th e inland postage
from port to destination. At the turn of the country these were considerable
sums eve n to a businessman. To the private citize n or newly-arri ved immigrant
trying to keep in tou ch with relatives the rates were virtually prohibitive.

Letters continu ed to by-pass th e Post Office fees and were sent by private
ship without pa yment. On arriva l in the United States or Canada, the ship
captain would place the letters in th e official mails, for which he was paid (in
the U.S.) 2¢ each. If for the port of arrival, th e letter was rated at 6¢ which
included the ship fee. If forw arded , the letter was rated at the land postage
to destination, plus th e 21 fee. It was conside rably cheaper than placing it
in the Briti sh packet-boat mail.

Briti sh mail packet-boats and merchant ships flying the British flag were
the principal mail carr iers on th e transatlantic route. Although American mer
chant vesse ls were beginning to make their appeara nce on the scene th e War
of 1812 cha nged friendly compe tition to a deadly game of hid e and seek.
Packet-boats between C reat Britain and their possessions in North America,
prime targets for th e U.S. Navy vessels and pri vateers, avo ided th e usual
northern sea lanes and put in at Bermuda, whe re the mails we re transferred
to warships for passage to Cana da and thc Maritime Provinces. Thi s delayed
mail delivery and was another reason for the despatch of mail by private ship.

To parti ally offset th is loss of revenu e, a new Postal Act was passed (54
Ceo. lIT C169 1814 ) which raised the rate on incoming ship letters from 4d .

1. Frank Staff, The 'Tran satlant ic Mai l, (Cha tha m: W&J Mackay & Co . Ltd., 1956) p. 46.
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to Bd. but decreased th e fee on outgoing ship letters to one-third th e packet 
boat rate which had alr eady, in 1813, been raised from 2s. to 2s. 2d . (from
London ) . Under th is sta tute it was made compulsory for all outgoing ship
letters to be brought to the post office for rating. As Staff so well relates, thi s
raised a great outcry as nothing ma rc th an a tax on letter writing."

The Act had little or no impact on mail to the Un ited Sta tes , since Ameri
can sh ips could not ven ture into British waters and their counterpart could
not ente r American-controlled sea lan es.

At th e conclusion of th e conflict, American merchants began a brisk trade
with the mother country. After many years as agents for British firms selling
to America, th ey realized th e advantages of becoming trader s on both sides
of th e Atlantic, using th eir own emp loyees in Britain, as well as their own ships
to carry th e merchandise. It was th e beginning of a rem arkable era in Ameri
can merchant marine wh ich lasted for nearl y one hundred years. Th e fast
vessels and th eir frequent sailings quite logically attra cted such mail as th eir
masters were willing to accep t, eve ntually reaching massive numbers . Staff
notes that American merchant vessels leaving Great Britain ports carried as
many as 4,000 letters each, non e of which pass ed th rough the British Post
Office. Truly bootleg letters!
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Figure 1. Ship letter from Liverpool to New York, sailin g on April 18, 1815. British marking "P" and "9"
for ene-th lrd th e pocket rate. Hand stam ped in r~d on b ack w ith the Withd rawn Ship Lell er mar king . (Courtes y
Jam.s Milgram, M.D.)

Figure 1 illustrates a letter carried by private ship fro m England to th e
United States , on a vessel which first touched at New York wh ere all mail on
board, according to U.S. po stal law, must be put off. The ship was th e Fatuu]
as endorsed in th e lower left corne r. The Briti sh marking (s hown enlarged) is
on th e back in red , a double circle POST PAID WITHDRAWN SHIP LET
TER/LIVERPOOL/ enclosing crown and date-18 Apr. 1815. This is th e mark
ing previously referred to as esta blishing th e payment of one-third th e regular
packet-boat rate. Th e sender, or his agent, could take th e letter to the packet 
boat office, pay the fee and havc it handed back, th en place it on any privat e
ship. The illegal letter made lega l, for a fee!

The "P 9" on this cover indicates 9d paid, being onc th ird the packet ra te
of 2/3 (27d ) which was composed as follows: 1/1 inland postage Liverpool

2. Ibid., p. 57.
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to Falmouth (300-400 mile rate) and 1/ 2 packet ra te from Falmouth to North
America.

Arriving in New York, the letter was ra ted at g¢, the regular ship letter
fee for delivery at port of entry, plus the 50% war surcha rge . Ship mail with
the 9¢ fee is rare, fewer than a dozen covers be ing known. Combined with
the British marking , this cove r may be unique.

The writer has not searched for the registry of the Fanny. It could have
been an American vessel, for, again referring to Staffs work, we read that the
39S-ton Milo, out of Boston, was the firs t ship to sail from the Un ited States
to England and back af ter the war, retu rning from Live rpool where the illus
trated mar king was struck for the Fanny letter." Similar markings are known
from other British por ts including London, Glasgow, Portsmouth, Plymouth,
Greenock and Ramsgate, as well as Margate , Queensborough, Devonport and
Bristol. On mail bou nd for the United States, the marking could occur only
from February 1815 to about Augus t of the same year, when another Postal
Act became effec tive. Under 55 Geo. III C.l53 1815 it became compulsory
for all ship masters to carry all mail delivered to them by the Post Office. For
this service they were paid a comp ensation, without losing their gratuity per
letter.

Needless to say this marking on the reverse of ship letters carrying Ameri
can postal markings is much sought for and keenly bid up when one surfaces
at long intervals.

3. Ibid., p. 53.
LOS ANGELES: PRESTAMP AND STAMPLESS PERIOD
JEROME SCHWIMMER

INTRODUCTION

The Pueblo of Los Angeles was found ed by the Spaniards on Septem
ber 4, 17S1. Th e bicentennial of the City's founding is fast approaching. Little
has been written to date on the posta l or express history of Los Angeles, prob
ably because of the paucity of survi ving material in the hands of collectors.
1 hop e to contribute modestly to the crea tion of such a literature and to en
courage others to contribute to its enlargement. It is hoped that those possessing
material from Los Angeles in the classic periods will be persuaded to publish
or make availabl e for publicat ion their respective holdings.

Postmarked covers are first known from Los Angeles in the American
period. Th e Indians who found ed the village of Yang-Na, near what is now
downtown Los Angeles, left behind, of course , no recorded postal histo ry.
More surprisingly, the periods of Spanish and Mexican rule that followed left
us no postmarked covers from the Pueblo or from the City of Los Angeles.
Not a single piece of mail is known to exist from Los Angeles in either the
Spa nish or Mexican periods that bears any postal marking! Letters exist in
the hand s of collectors, in fami lv archives and in instituti onal archives which
clearly origina ted in Los Angeles in these periods and which were transported
to ad dressees by vaqueros between the ranchos, by milita ry courier, by gov
ernment agent, and by Mission messenger-but none, to my knowled ge, bears
a postal marking from Los Angeles. And so, in our postal history of Los Angeles,
we pass over the Spanish and Mexican periods with littl e more attention than
given to the Ind ians who ea rlier lived in the area.

Th e first decade of United Sta tes occupation and rule ( lS46-56) pro vides
us with rela tively littl e posta l material from Los Angeles. The post office was
first founded in Los Angeles in l S50. The Classic l S47-51 period yields but
-two known postmarked covers from Los Angeles, and they are shown as Figures
1 and 2.
86 Chronicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32. No.2
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Figure 1. "Los Angeles/Feby 22d SO" in manuscript . Earliest known postmarked cover from this office. It
is also the only known pre-statehood and only known 40 ¢ rated letter. Unique.

The first postmaster for Los Angeles was officially confirmed on April 9,
1850.1 Some months prior to that date, provisional appointment of an acting
postmaster would ha ve been mad e by an authorized governmen t agent, follow
ing the usual pr actice on the West Coast at the tim e.

,

i /r":/7 '

Figure 2. "los Angeles Cal/Oct 17th 1851 " in manuscript. Unpa id 10¢ rate . Earliest known statehood us• .

Since the Los Angeles Post Office was first established several years after
the issuan ce of postage stamps, we ha ve no pr estamp postal history from Los
Angeles. Th e earliest know n use from Los Angeles of an adhesive stamp on
cover is in 1855. Th e 1847 issue is, of course, not known used from Los An-

I. Walter N. Fricksta d , A Cetlt ury of Cali iorn ia Post Offir:es, Philateli c Research Society
Publica tion . 1955. Oakl an d . Ca liforn ia. p. 76; H . E. Salley. History of Cali forn ia Post Off ices,
1849·1976, 1977. La Mesa. Ca lifo rn ia . p. 127.
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geles. The limited availability of stamps at the Los Angeles Post Office through
out most of the 1850s led to an extended "stampless period" with stampless
usage continuing to 1859 and predominating over stamp usage in that decade.

Postmarked stampless covers from Los Angeles fall into three categories :
the manuscript postmark, the 32 mm. circle handstamp (single and double
circles and dated and undated ) and the 38 mm. circle handstamp. No straight
line or oval postmark is known from Los Angeles in this stampless period.

THE MANUSCRfPT POSTMARK PERIOD, 1850-54

The earliest known postmarked cover from Los Angeles is shown as Fig
ure 1. It is, in addition, the only known pre-statehood use and the only known
40¢ rate cover from Los Angeles. Forty cents represented the Pacific to At
lantic Coast letter rate until July 1, 1851. Th e corresponding intra-California
rate was 12~1 . No 12~¢ rate cover and no multiple of the 40¢ or 12~<i rate
is known for any cover from Los Angeles. The cover illustrated as Figure 1
is part of an integral folded letter. This letter leaves no doubt as to origin and
date. It is headed "Los Angeles, Feby 21st, 1850". It appears that the folded
letter was picked up at San Pedro by a ship enroute to San Francisco, where
the postmaster declined to credit the 40¢ prepayment at Los Angeles and sent
the item on to its East Florida destination with the 40¢ due marking applied
at San Francisco.

Th e transcontinental Pacific to Atlantic Coa st (over 3,000 mile) postal
rates were reduced effective July 1, 1851, to 6¢ if prepaid and 1O¢ if mailed
unpaid. Th e cover in Figure 2 was mailed unpaid on October 17, 1851, and
bears Los Angeles manuscript postmark and unpaid 10 rate marking. This
cover is the second ear liest known postmarked Los Angeles cover, and, in
addition, represents the earliest known statehood use from Los Angeles .

Figu,e 3. "los Angeles ell/May 31" in mlnuscript. The manulcript mlrlcing is recorded from 1850 to 1854.
EXlmple of the prepaid tranlcontinental rate .

Fortuitously, through the office of a second cover from the same corre
spondence, mailed to Major Solomon Sublette, we have illustrated as Figure 3
the 6¢ prepaid use from Los Angeles.

Th e manuscript postm ark was used by the postmasters in the Los Angeles
Office -from 1850 to 1854. Th e latter date is fixed based upon the existence
in another collection of a cover from Los Angeles bearing 1854 date and manu
script postmark.

Information from read ers about any other known uses of the Los Angeles
manuscript postmark would be greatly appreciated by the author.
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THE HANDSTAMP POSTMARK STAMPLESS PERIOD, 1855.59

Th e 6¢ rate transcontinental period continued from July 1, 1851, to April 1,
1855. During th is same period, th e local ra te was fixed at 3¢ pr ep aid and 5<i
unpaid for under 3,000 miles. Prep ayment was made compulsory effective
April 1, 1855, with the over 3,000 mile rate fixed at W ¢ and the under 3,000
mile rate fixed at 3¢.

... -- . . --
'..

. '\

Figure 4. Combination of the Wells Fargo oval , los Angeles cds and a handstamped 5 in circle. representing
the unpaid single rale. Broughl by Wells Fargo from Ihe ir Ophir (Ore.) office; for Ieee! delivery from Los
Angeles P.O .

The cover shown as Figure 4 mu st illustrate the unpaid 5¢ rate in effec t
to April 1, 1855, although early for th e 32 mm . circle postmark , because th ere
was no unp aid penalty rate from April 1, 1855. Th e cover is remarkable for
its combina tion postal and express company usage from Los Angeles .

Th e over 3,000 mile 10¢ and th e 3¢ local rate wh ich became effective
April 1, 1855, are illustrated by th e covers shown as Figures 5, 6, and 7.

Figure 5. Prepaid rale for over 3,000 miles became effeclive April I, lB55 . Internally daled January 5, 1856.

Th e cover shown as Figure 5 illustrates the pr ep aid ove r 3,000 mile 101
rate and shows use of the 32 mm . circula r hand stamp postmark with month
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and day included. (The integral folded letter is dated January 5, 1856, and
states the author's opinion that Los Angeles has no trade channels and never
can become of much importance.)

Figur. 6. N.w sty I. cds, 38 mm., in use 1858 Ihrough the 1860s . Nate the overllnd routing which would
be the Butterfield Southern Overllnd Mail.

The cover shown as Figure 6 again illustrates the Paid 10 rate to the At
lantic Coast. This 1859 cover, however, bears the 38 mm. balloon circle Los
Angeles postmark, the use of which began in 1858 and continued through most
of the 1860s. Th is cover was ronted overland to be carried by the Butterfield
Southern Overland Mail, while the cover in Figure 5 is assumed to have gone
by ship and via Panama.

Figure 7. las Ange'" cds with the PAID 3 in circle paying the .It. for mill CI..Jed ,_ thin 3,000 miles .

The 3rt local rate from Los Angeles to Yuba City, California, is illustrated
by the cover shown as Figure 7. It bears the circular Paid 3 rate mark and
the 32 mm. circular Los Angeles postmark.

A nice question is posed by the cover shown as Figure 8. The integral
folded letter bears a year date that may be read as either 1854 or 1859. An
additional unknown factor is wheth er the letter was single or double weight.
The letter content ind icates some likelihood of an enclosure, lending credence
90 Chronicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32. No.2
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Figure 8. Leffer from Los Angeles to liberty, Missouri, directed "Vla New York." Primitive handstamp 6.
See text fo r d iscussion of the sta' us of this marking .

to a double-weight th eory. Another fac tor to be considered is tha t the d istance
from Los Ang eles to the addressee in Liberty, Missouri, was under 3,000 miles
(s traightline bu t not if measured "Via New York" ). So, is the cover ( 1) an
1854 cover with Paid 61 over 3,000 mile ra te ( possible, th ough ea rly for the
type of postmark ), (2 ) an 1854 under 3,000 mile double weig ht cover ( un
likely ), or (3 ) an 1859 do ub le weight letter ra ted at the 3¢ single weight ra te
(possible at the scarce "over the mountains" ra te, but not routed "Via New
York" )? In an y event, the primit ive handst amp "6" is a most unusual ra te
marking an d is otherwise unknown from Los Angeles.

/. ./ t ', / « ( i

Figure 9. Transatllnt ie letter '0 France, 1857 . Identified as paid at f int, but tr••ted .. unpa id, a, show n by
16 de cime s due in France. Routed "By Panama" at upper right .

Two examples of transatlantic stampless use from Los Angeles to Fra nce
are shown as Figures 9 and 10. No oth er stampless covers from Los Angeles
to a foreign coun tr y ar e known to me.

The 1857 cover shown as Figure 9 shows a 261 rate to France, and th e
1859 cover shown as Fi gure 10 shows 30<£ ra te to France. Both covers are routed
via Panama. The 18.57 cover bears the 32 mm . postmark, and the 1859 cover
bears the ba lloon 38 rnm. Los Angeles postmark For the signifieance of the
Ch ron icle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32. No.2 91
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Figu re 10. Another transatlantic letter to France, directed "par Panama" in the French style. Marlcings show
30 , pr epaym ent (do ub le ro te ) in 1859.

variety of U. S. and French posta l markings, th e interested reader is referred
to the work s of George E. Hargest coverin g the topic of mail to France."

CONCLUSION
Population figures and comparisons help to explain the scarcity of covers

from Los Ange les in the Classic per iods. Censu s figures show th e population
of Los Angeles to be 1,610 in 1850 and 5,614 in 1870. In 1850, San Fran cisco
was some 28 tim es larger than Los Angel es and Philadelp hia was th en some
85 times larger than Los Angel es. In 1880, San Francisco was still more th an
20 times larger th an Los Angeles and Phil adelphia was still more than 75 times
larger than Los Angeles.

Auditor's figures for 1855 show net proceeds from the Los Angeles Post
Office to be approximately $200 while those from San Francisco for the same
period are shown as being over $90,000.3

All sta mpless covers from Los Angeles, in my opinion, fall into either th e
scarce, rar e, or unique categories. It is with considerable regret that I mus t
say that it has been a number of years since I last saw a stampless folded lett er
or cover postm arked Los Angeles offered for sale at auction or directly by
a dealer.

2. George E. Hargest, "A Let ter from San Francisco to France," Th e Chronicle, Vol. 31,
No. 4 (No v. 1979) , 101:287-8.

3. Frickstad , Of). cit ., pp. 319, 321.
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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1868 Cover from Shaghai with
China / Japan steam service handstamp

Wide range of Nineteenth and
Twentienth Century Covers.
All lots will be available for viewing
at our stand (A-9) at London 1980.
Material will also be available for
direct purchase.

For first class delivery of catalog,
please send $2.00 and request

sale #24.

George Alevizos 2716 Ocean Park Blvd. Suite 1020
Santa Monica, CA 904-05 Tel: (213) 450-2543
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
WASHINGTON WRITES TO LONDON
CREIGHTON C. HART

George Was hington was not one of the 56 delegates who signed the Decla
ration of Independence but his roots were just as British as any of the Signers.
No letter is now attached to the illustrated address lea f but a notation guar
antees that it was sent in 1786 by Was hington on "business matters". Even if
the guarantee were not on the back, historians and collec tors would recognize
it as Washington's handwriting wh ich has been described as regular as en
graving.

AL " /t L7 ~ /?
1J:'W~e&~ //; &£ c:j:?7 ~ .c:
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I .

After General Cornwallis sur rende red at Yorktown , October 1781, and be
fore Washington became President in 1789, he spent much time at Mount
Vernon. Th e business of the infant United States was carried on by the Con
tinental Congress as it had been since 1776. When this letter was written in
1786 either John Hancock was serving a second time as President of the Con
tinental Con gress or Nathaniel Gorham, who followed him, was president for
the first time.

Transatl antic mail at this period was irregular and uncertain so letters were
often entr usted to a friend who wou ld either place a letter in the Briti sh mail
upon arr ival or be responsible for its being delivered to the addressee . Th ere
are no postmarks on this cover so it must have been delivered by hand to
Wakelin We lch. One canno t help wondering what kind of a merchant Mr. Welch
was and perhaps a fellow British collector will fill in this void .

Although Was hington must have known his ances tra l home was near Ban
bury he never visited En gland. Too bad.
1847 COVERS WITH AN ENGLISH ACCENT
CREIGHTON C. HART

During the currency of our first stamps letters were carrie d to Great Britain
three different ways. Most mail was sent by steamers under contract to either
the British or United States post offices , nearl y all on Brit ish Cunard steamers.
A few '47 covers are known carried by non-contract boats, probably sailing ves
sels or independent stea mships, which were postmarked "Ship Letters". Th e
third way was for passengers to priva tely bring letters as favors and mail them
after landing . British inland and ocean postage of 19¢ (after U.S.-G.B. treaty
94 Chronicle 106 I May 1980 I Vol. 32. No. 2



rates took effect in 1849 ) was thus saved but th e reasons for private carriage
were to save time and assure safe delivery rather than to save 19¢ postage.
These covers are picturesquely refer red to as "bootleg" but actu ally this prac
tice wa s known to th e postal authori ties and was not unl awful.

Most '47 covers sent by contrac t stea mers have stamps and postal markings
typical of th e U.S.-British treaty, pre-treaty or Retaliatory rates. These histori 
cally interestin g covers ha ve been the subject of articles from time to tim e in
the past so will not be discussed now. Th e purpose of thi s article is to feature
unu sual covers sent to and from England th at have not been th e subject of
past articles or illustrated in this section.

4 DE 1848 <,
LIVERPOOL

S HIP

Figure 1. Canied by pr ivate ,hip rather than by Cunard .teomer during the Retalletory Period (June 27,
1848-January 3, 1849).

The first listin g of known covers to Europe appe ared in the November
1972 Chroni cle and totaled 172, of whi ch 72 are to th e British Isles.' In the
following eight years 17 additional '47 covers to foreign destinations have been
reported, of ,which six are to Grea t Britain. Six of the rem aining 11 went to
France and three to Holland, countries to which oth er '47 covers were already
known. For the first tim e a cover to Sweden turned up in Sweden but is now
in an American collection as is th e first one to be reported addresse d to Gibraltar.

Onl y five of the recorded '47 covers to Great Britain are ship letters, having
been carried in non-contract vesse ls. The 10¢ cover (Figure 1 ) was mail ed No
vember 10, 1848, from Batavia, New York. Th e stamp was sufficient to pay
the U. S. internal postage to any point on the eas t coast . This was during the
Retaliatory period (June 27, 1848-January 3, 1849 ) wh en prepayment of th e
24¢ packet rate wa s required ; therefore, the letter could not be forwarded by
either Briti sh or American packet. The only remaining alternative was to send
it by private ship from an east coast port.

H was received at Liverpool as a ship letter and was stru ck on th e back
with the boxed SHIP LETTER handstamp of Liverpool on Decemb er 4, 1848.
The handstamp "8" represented the inclusive fee for an incoming ship letter
from the port of entry to the destination which had been in effect since 1840.

This circular ( Figure 2) wa s mailed from Charleston, South Carolina,
on December 4, 1850. Th e 5¢ sta mp overpays th e U. S. 2¢ circular rate. It
was rated 2d du e by th e British Post Office. Prep ayment wa s required in the
country of origin. The postage du e to the country of destin ation was collected
from the addressee . Th e entire amoun t could not be prepaid. This is the only
recorded example.

Under the pro visions of the U.S.-Great Britain Postal Convention of 1849,

1. Creighton C. Hart, " 172 1847 Covers to Europe ," Chroni cle 76:184-8.
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Figure 2. A "printed IhMt" carr ied al Ihe 2¢ rate . If thele were ever common the y were !lOon deltroyed,
perhapi .. third clau mall il tod ay . Only thi s one ....ped deltruct ion.

pamphlets , periodicals, and printed circulars could be sent "from the United
Kingdom to the United Sta tes, and vice versa, at 2 cents of United States
postage each if they do not exceed two ounces in weight . . . to be collected
in all cases in the Uni ted States; and the same will be subjected to an additional
like charge in the United Kingdom when not exceeding two ounces.. . ."

Figure 3. Briton. are renowned For propag anda envelop... Thll one wa. ....led prlvetely from England an d
wal handed to the Bolton & Albany Roll Roule .gent al Bolton .

Ill ustr ated envelopes, especially for propaganda purposes, had their origin
in England. Two of the anti-slavery covers printed in England were brought
to the United States privately by a passenger and mailed from Boston to New
Hampshire with 51 stamps (Figure 3). In addition to the evidence of the
envelopes themselves, origin in Great Britain is established by comparison of
the handwriting of the addresses on them with that docketed on letters mail ed
to Parker Pillsbury at various places in En gland from his wife at Concord,
N.H. Nei ther of th ese covers has anv evidence of year date but they probably
both arrived on Cunard steamers in 1848; the other cover is postmarked Boston
March 27, a da te coinciding with the arrival of the Cunarder Caledonia. Th e
one in Figure 3 is likely to hav e been carried on th e Britannia. Pillsbury letters
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to and from the United Kingdom are known as late as 1852. Will collectors hav
ing stamped or sta mpless covers to Mrs. Pillsbury at Concord or to Parker Pills
bury in England please write the Section Editor with details.

Figure 4. This cover datelined Liverpool was m..iled at Boston. Because 19¢- oc.an postage WIS saved such
covers are called "bo otleg " although this practice was not unlawful.

Anoth er so-called "bootl eg" cover from En gland (Figure 4) was written
in Liverpool and brought to the United Sta tes but instead of being mail ed im
mediately it wa s delivered ( probably with others ) to a commission merchant
in Boston . Wm, Bailey Lang, the comm ission merchant, placed the 51 stamp
on the letter as a favor to an En glish cus tomer and deposited it in the mail ,
saving time and 191 postage for his customer. We know this because Wm.
Bailey Lang's blue handstamp is on th e back.
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Figure 5. This carefully drawn "Tory Cross" cancell.tion is said to have be.n mad. by In American with
lome loyalty to ,h. British Crown.

Tradition holds that some loyalty to the English King lingered long in
America. Th e 101 cover (Figure 5) is cancelled with an abbreviated Union
Jack design carefully drawn in ink. This cover was mail ed a bare 68 years after
the end of the Revolutionary War and this design is supposed to have been'
used by die-hard loyalists wh en cancelling stamps and on other occasions.
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POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.o. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
98
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
APS

P. O. Box 645 USPCS
S.n Anselmo, C•. 94960 CSA
..

McBRIDE STAMP AUCTIONS, INC.
Bonded Auctioneers - Appraisers - City & Sta te Licensed

Phone: 503·235·7071

3630 S.E. 34th Ave. Box C Portland, Oregon 97202

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION

JUNE 8-Portland, Oregon
Portland Rose Festival Week

WE WILL ATTEND PIPEX-80
May 30-June 1, Eugene, Oregon

Send For Free Illustrated Catalog

Prices Realized Free With # 10 SASE

Consignments Of Fine Material Always Welcome
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17,700 copies
3 ,700

11 ,500
3,103

825
7, 944
1. 7 11

46,4 83 copies

PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

BOOKS

NEW STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG
Con federate States of Am erica Stamp les s Cov er Catalog

1980, 1st ed ition , 100 pa ges, ca rd . ._ $ 15 .00

Christopher West , ie Elliott Perry
Revenue Stamps of the US, cove rs 18 62 -18 98

1979, 112 pages, 16 plates, cloth . . . ._..$21.95

United States Ma tch and Medicin e Stamps
1980 , 144 pages, 6 4 plates, cloth $24.95

Back in Stock
Methuen Handboo k of Color

19 78 , 3r d editi o n, 25 2 pa ges, 1266 co lor chi ps . $20.00

Out of Print
Official Documents of the Post Office Department of the CSA

1979 repr int , 400 pages, two volumes . cloth $125.00
114 leather $ J60 .00

Please no te , toda y books occasionally go out of prin t quick ly thus we can not ov e r
e mphasize the need for standing orde rs for ou r mutu al protect ion. To da te all
regular customers have been supplied everything w ithin thei r fie ld at pub lished
pr ices.

STAMPS
We are book dealers an d do not no rmally deal in stamps but at times a fe w items
come in from old customers, w e have onl y one each of the below.

US 3¢ Bank Note Stamp, used, off cover
18 70 Nat iona l, Sco tt 147
1871 Natio na l, Scott 147
18 73 Continental, Scott 158, pl ain

Ho rizo ntal ribbed pa per
Ve rt ica l ribbed paper

18 79 American , Scott 184
18 8 1 American , Scott 207

An accumulation assembled between WWl and WW2 to st udy th e ba sic stam p
and has re ma ined un to uched since 1950 . Con d it ion is much better than on e w o uld
expect from such a larqe holding. Numer ou s pl ate , pa per and sha de vari eties are
not ed in addition to desirab le cancellations . The 1980 Sco tt catal og va lue is in
e xcess of $12,000 ba sed on ly on the stamps per the above listing .

$6 ,250.00

20¢ Ch ina Clipper, C21 , two plate blocks of 10 , og , nh , VF
Light g reen shade top plate, dark green is bottom plate . . $6 25 .00

30¢ Winged Globe, C24, plate b lock of 6 , gum re mo ved when
issued, mag nific e nt co lor , VF to S ._. .$ 3 10 .00

(502) 451-0317

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Offi ce Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE 1851 -61 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc . Editor
BRITISH ILLUSTRATED ENVELOPES USED IN THE UNITED STATES
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER

While pictorial lett erheads are known as early as the 1830s, it was not un til
the appearance of the Mulready design in 1840 that envelopes began to be
embellished wit h designs, both serious and comic.

Figure 1. A ve ry r.0pul ar anti ..slavery de sign by Valent ine, a number of which Ire known used from northern
states. This ' examp e w as used in Illinois.

Illu strated enve lopes promoting a cause were popular in England, and
were imported to the United States in limit ed qu antities. Some of th ese British
designs (th e "temperance" envelopes, for instance) were pirated by Amer ican
print ers and sold here under local imprints.

Figure 2. An eve n mor e e labo rate a nti~slave ,y e nve lo pe b y Vale ntine. The address (' 0 Massachusetts ) and 3¢
1851 po st ag e sta mp ar e on ' he rev erse.
100 Chronicle 106 I May 1980 I Vol. 32. No.2



from "Is. per

James Valentine of Dundee was particularly active in design ing and en
grav ing elabora te propagand a an d other pictorial enve lopes. His workship pro
duced most of the Briti sh designs that were used in the United States. He was
responsible for four of the five examples shown here.

"'~'w
m!l.1 L1rJ ~l Am 1.).\)'1 DS }Yrn ] JHEt m ·nlJ\m ~i PIACL

Figure 3. The imprint on this cover is "Myers & Campy/london". An unpaid letter from Worcester, Mass., to
Rhode Island featuring a " jo lly British tar" st' aight from H. M. S. Pinafore, and a plea for penny ocean postage.

Ocean penny postage was advocated vociferously on both sides of th e
Atlantic an d envelopes were produced by several manufacturers. The Myers de
sign (Figure 3) is quite scarce, especially used.

Figure 4. A Valentine "peace and brotherhood" envelope, prepaid with. 3, 1851 postage Itllmp to Indianapolis.

Reproductions of th is and other types were ma de in the lat e 1890s at the
behest of M. Moens, a Brussels stamp dealer. The imitati ons may be distin guished
by the lettering "Deraede mae ker Fec it" in the lower portion of the design.

Other manufacturers of enve lopes promotin g various social and economic
reforms were Bradshaw & Blackl ock, Manchest er ; Charles Gilpin, London; and
Mitchell , of London, for the League of Universa l Broth erh ood.

Prices were frequ ently printed on the envelopes and ranged
101Chronicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32. No.2



Figur. 5. Marvelously d.tln.d Ind .I.borate Valentine pictorial envelope. Designed in the form of a J1.an..e
Icroll, which r••d. from lower I.f, '0 upper right, showing 'he "progress" of civilization from a wil erness
inhibited by Indilns to • city complete with steambo.1s and trlins.

hundred" for the Gilpin designs to "(25 Adhesive or 30 Plain Sent free for 12
Penny Post Stamps)" on the examples in Figures 1 and 4.
POST OFFICE ERROR

Neilson M. Caplain submits this Lewiston , Pa., cover to illustrate the point
that in the mid-nineteenth century postal employees were no more immune from
error than their successors are today. Somet imes collectors , and frequently deal
ers, will assume infallibility and thereby fall into error themselves in describin g
a cover.

The stamp (S5, Scott #26) is tied by the townmark and is clearly dated
January 23,1857. Some auction describers would imme dia tely jump to the wrong
conclusion, and puff the cover this way:

ll¢ Red (26) . Fine. tied by Lewiston . Pa . pmk on January 23. 1857. cover to Mount
JoY. Pa . EARLIEST KNOWN USE of a 3¢ Ty pe II stamp. Handsome and Very Rare.

Est. XV II!
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The facts are that the first contract for officia l perforation of U.S. stamps
was not let unt il February 6, 1857, and the first 3¢ stamps perforated were
Type I (Scott #25). Type II (Scott #26) did not appear unti l sometime between
July and September , 1857. This part icul ar stamp is from Plate 25 (position
6L25), among the last of the 3¢ plat es manufactured . The earliest recorded date
of use of a stamp from Plate 25 is July 26, 1859.

The cover is dated in January, the month when the year date slugs in town
marks were changed for th e current year. It is faintly possibl e that a "7" was
erroneously inserted, when the new year date should hav e been 1859. HO\\,·
ever , on the basis of th e pr esently known earliest date for a Plat e 25 stamp, it
is mor e probabl e th at the year of use was 1860, whic h makes the postal clerk 's
error more grie vous.

It is a handsome cover, and a rare one, in that it is an unusual example of
a post office error.
PHILADELPHIA DROP MARKING

The cover shown here is illustrated on page 224 of USPM. The caption
says: "Why is th is prepaid 3d instead of I i , if a drop letter? If it isn't, why
does it have the Philadelphia 1 in octagon and no townmark?"

JM...
Ju ly II .1lSI

ft)
,.,0'

f • ,, ..
'f , ' ,: ,.

-~- - /

• ,, ~.~ ~.;1 ' :!::'. ~ .
'~~,- . :~"

Lee Spring points out that the cover is shown and discussed in Ashbrook's
Th e United States One Cent Stam p of 1851-1R57, I , 116. The letter was ap
parentl y writte n in New York City, and the stamps were applied there. It was
carri ed pri vately to Phil ad elphia, and depo sited in the post office there as an
overpaid drop. The Phil adelphia postal clerk therefore cancelled the stamps
with the special mark ing reserved for dr op letters. He also failed to apply
a townmark , as was customary on drop letter mail.
NEW GERMANTOWN, N.J.

Willi am C. Coles, [ r., is pr eparing a cat alog of th e stampless markings of
New Jersey. He is eager to ob tain additional dat a on the New Germantown.
NJ. straight line townmark listed on page 28 of USPM. If th e owner of this
un iqu e cover is a reader. would he please provide Mr . Coles or the section
editor with a ph otocopy of th e cover and the date of use, if known?
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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Wording

U.S. POSTAL MARKINGS: 1851-1861
Tracing Shape Rarity
Number and Size Number Notes

Reported by B. D. Sheff. The
original rim has all but disap
pearcd.
Reported by B. D. Sheff.

Used with 55 in 1858. Reported
by J. S. Leonardo.

10F

Described in U S.PJK . as a
stencil. J . R . Kesterson points
out thi s is not possible if outer
rim is unbroken, as shown on
tracing. Who can supply a pho
tocop y for confirmation?

B. PAID in Same Handstamp as Obliterating Design
All of the new tracings of imitati on Boston PAlOs shown here , as well as the notes on

colors of previously reported markings. are supplied through the courtesy of Earl Oakley.
Connecticut

Norwich D M7-25 10
Norwich E M8-23x23 Blue

(approx.) IO

Illinois
M8-20x23Jerseyville

Unusual Circular Townmarks
Iowa

HOMER/D/IOWA A K7-30 10

Massachusetts
NORTH UXBRIDGE/ B K7-30
D/MASS

PAXTON/D/MASS C K7-30

North Carolina
HENDERSON/D/N.C. 278 K9-32 7

East Winthrop
Union

15
G

Maine
M7-16 7
M7-? 10

Blue
Blue

Baltimore 23
Maryland

M7-19 6 Blue

North Cohasset
North Livermore

42
H

Massachusetts
M7-19 9
M7-19 10

Red

Bath
New Ipswich
New Ipswich
Profile House

46
I
J
K

New Hampshire
M7-18 (neg) 8
M7-17 10
M7-17 10
M7-16 10

Blu e

1851-S1

Known struck in green, blue
and black. Reported by J. R .
Kesterson .

647

Obliterators Without Numerals or lettering
Connecticut

1.24-15Y2x20Thompson

Boston

Clappville
Newton Lower Fall s

L

M
N

Massachusetts
L3-23x25 9

L7-22
L3·12x16

Report ed by Ear l Oakley. Two
exa mples known. Apparent ly
used onl y on one day-Dec. 12,
1856.
Reported by B. D. Sheff.
Reported by B. D. Sheff.

Not traced . H. M . Thoma s. J r ..
rep ort s th at the \, .} is same as
CO BHA M mark ing (tracing
62) . Is KESWI CK marking also
same?

Railroad Station Agent Markings
Virginia Central R.R.

c-2563V·\ C.R.R./D/SWOOPES
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Fint Day Covers
3; 1851

Delet e: New London , Conn .
Add : New York City

Richm ond , Va.
Washi ng ton, D.C.

Repo rted by Ed Siskin . See
" Prc -I922 Designated First Days.
Par t III-July I, 1851." First
Days, Vol. 23/No. 4, p . 16: July/
August 1978.

Leiters under the head ing "T racing Num ber" id ent ity a tracing on the accompany ing pl ate.
Numbers id entify th e tracing number of a previou sly repo rted marking in USPM .
DOUBLE TRANSFERS ON THE 3~ 1857 ISSUE (S4 and 55)
ROBERT R. HEGLAND

INTRODUCTION
The cause of double (and tr iple) transfers has been doc umented in many of

th e early issues of Th e Chronicle an d in severa l of th e books describ ing indi
vidua l issues of the early stamps including Dr. Carroll Chase 's Th e 3~ Stamp
of the United States 1851-57 Issue. The purpose of this ar ticle is to list th e
double (and triple) transfers iden tified by Dr. Chase, show the plate positions
to wh ich th ey are currently assigne d, and to encourage other collectors to fill
in any of the gaps.
Chro nicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32, No. 2 105



Al 6ltLlIl 1,3,6 HI 75RIOl 6 01 VI 98RII-A2 50LlI l 1.3 H2 51 Llll 1,3 02 ltOR11l 1,3 V2 Iltl9d It
A3 10RIOl H3 a,c 6 03 u V3 2ltl9l 4
Alt 56l11l 1,3 H4 96Lll l 1,3 04 73Rlll 1,3,6 v4 ltR9 6
A5 68l11l 1.3 H5 33RIIl 1,3 05 Pb 6 V5 81l10f 6
A6 lt3Rl1l 1,3,6 H6 3llll 1 06 Il15 v6 13Rl1 t, 1,3, 6
A7 66RIIl 3,6 H7 4RR b,6

Bl 65l11l 1,3 11 58Lll l 6 PI 55Rl1l 1.3.6 WI 62Rll l 1,3
B2 ltl Rll l 1,3,6 12 93RIIl 1,3,6 P2 91l10f 6 W2 67Rl1l 1,3,8
B3 3lS 6 13 Iltl II l 6 P3 32l10l 6 W3 a It
Blt 83Rlll 1,3 ,6 14 p4 8ltRIIl 1.3 wlt 20RIOl 6
B5 69LlI l I 15 lt5Rl1l 1.3,6 P5 76ll0l 6, j W5 54Rlll 1,3,8
B6 65RII l b 16 58Lll l 3, r, s P6 89RI Il 1.3,6 w6 419
B7 77Rl l l 1,3,6 17 anY 6 26Lll l

Cl JI 16l II l 1.3,6 QI 71 RIll 1,3,6 Xl 57R lll 1,3 ,6
C2 91RIOl 7 J2 94RIIl 1.3,6 Q2 1LlIl 1,3 X2 75Rlll 1.3.6
C3 IlS 6 J3 98RIIl 9,m Q3 100Rlli 6 X3 95Lll l 1.3
c4 57l11h 6 Jlt 55llll 1,3,6 Qlt xlt 55RIOl 7
C5 78L1 1l 1,3 J5 25Rll l 3,8 Q5 82Rll E 6 X5 44Rll t, 1.3
c6 2ltRIIl 1,3,6 J6 85Rll l 3,8 Q6 9ltLll l 1,3 x6 42l11l 3
C7 86Rll E 6

01 22ll0l 6,7 Kl 20Rl1 l 1.3,6 Rl 68RIOI 6,7 VI 54LlI l 1,3,6
02 78RIOl 7,u K2 79LlI l 1,3 R2 ltRll l 6 V2
03 6RP 6 K3 87R 15 5 R3 99RIIl 1,3 .m V3 92R 11 t, 1.3.6
olt a,c 6 Klt lt7Lll E 2 Rlt 100Rll l 1,3.6 v4 8R24 5
05 61 RIl l 9 K5 6Rl1l 3 R5 85RIOl 2 V5 53RIIl 1,3,6
06 7lPb 6 K6 86l l0l 2,6 R6 a 4 v6 4ltLll t, b
07

El 96R ll1 6 I I lt2ll0l 7 SI 3ltll1l 1,3 .6 ZI 74LlI l 1,3.6
E2 66l11l 1,6 l2 95R 11 l 1,3.6 S2 519 4 Z2 5RIIl 1,3
E3 2RS 6 l3 53Lll t, 1,3 S3 91 Ra 4,6 Z3 58RIOl 6
E4 8RV 6 l4 8RI5 9 s4 96Rl1l 1,3.6 z4 9RIOl 6
E5 32RIIl 1,3,6 l5 86RIll 1. 3.6 S5 85Rl0l 6 Z5 74Rll l 9
E6 21ll0l 6 l6 a 4 S6 IlU 6 Z6 76l III 1,3
E7 3RS b

Fl 51 llll HI 81 RIl l 6 T1 89L11 l 1,3.8 Notes :
F2 2ltLlIl 5 H2 T2 35RI Il 3
F3 a,n 4 H3 93Lll l 1,3,8 T3 71 RIl l a 9-12 group
F4 II l 2 H4 III 4 T4 63llll 1,3 ,8 b tentative
F5 3lV b,6 H5 7RS 6 T5 88R ll1 6,j c bot tom row
F6 77l I I 9 2 H6 26l III 3,6 T6 a,n 4 d E and L
F7 I Il 2 f I and l

g E and I
Gl 65Rl0l 7 NI 6l III 1,3 UI 98L11 l 1,3 h E. I, and l
G2 4l II l 1,3,8 N2 7R23 9 U2 2R9l 4 j CC-T5 was P5
G3 97RIIl 3,m,k N3 52Llot 6 U3 99l11L 1,3.m k CC -no triple
G4 2lS 6 N4 79RIIl 1,3.6 ult m triple transfer
G5 N5 7lS 6.p U5 61l10l 6 n top row copy
G6 zt, 11 l 1,8, p N6 3l III 3,t u6 73l 11 l 1,3 p N5 is now G6 (8)
G7 11 l 2 r also I I I

s 16 is IlZ(a t 9)
Sources : t N6=2L127(at 9)
1 Chronicle 54 4 Chronic le 11 7 S. Pi llar u CC-02 was 03
2 Chronicle 23 5 Chronicle 6 8 R. Cell er
3 Chronicle 42 6 T.J.Alexander 9 T.W .Simpson
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BR=Y4
IL=C3;2L=G4;3L=B3;7L=NS
2R=E3;3R=E7;7R=MS

101 :
10L:

lIE:
111:
IlL :

9:
IS:
P :
U:

81L=VS ;91L=P2;68R=RI
21 L=E6; 22L=Dl ;32 L=P3; 42L=Ll ;S2L=N3; 61L=US;76L=P S;8IL=VS;86L=K6; 91L=P2
9R=Z4; 10R=A3;2 0R=W4; SSR=X4; S8R=Z3;6SR=Gl ;7SR=HI ;78R=D2;8SR=RS/SS7;91R=C2
47L=K4 ;S7L=C4;77L=F6; 82R=QS;8GR=C7
SIL=Fl ;S7L=C4 ;77L=F6;61R=DS ;71R=T3;81R=Ml ;88R=TS;96R=El ;100R=Q3
lL=Q2; 2L=G6;3L=H6/N67;4L=G2;6L=Nl; 14L=13 ;16L=Jl ;24L=F2 ;26L=M6/W67;34L=SI ;
42L=X6;44L=Y6 ;SOL=A2;SIL=H2 ;S3L=L3 ;S4L=Yl ;SSL=J 4; S6L=A4;S7L=C4; S8L=II/ 167;
63L=T4 ;64L=AI ;6SL=BI;66L=E2; 68L=AS;69L=BS; 73L=U6; 74L=Zl ;76L=z6;78L=CS;
79L=K2;89L=Tl ; 93L=M3; 94L=Q6;9SL=X3 ;96L=H4;98L=UI ;99L=U3
4R=R2;S R=Z2;6R= KS ; 13R=V6; 20R=KI;24R=C6 ;2SR=JS;32R=ES;33R=HS ;3SR=T2;40R=02 ;
41R=B2; 43R=A6 ;44R=XS;4SR=IS ; S3R=YS;S4R=WS ;SSR=PI ;S7R=Xl;62R=WI ;6SR=B6;
66 R=A7;6 7 R=W2; 7 1 R=Q I ; 7 3 R=0 4; 74 R=Z S ; 7 SR=X2; 7 7 R~B 7 ; 79 R=N 4; 8 3 R=B4; 8 4 R=p 4;
8SR=J6;86R=LS;89R=P6; 92R=Y3 ; 93R=1 2;94R=J2;9SR=L 2j96R=S4 ;97R=G3 ;98R=J3;
99R=R3; 100R= R4
4L9=W6;5L9=S2;14L9E /L=V2 ;24L9L=V3 ; 2R9L=U2;4R9=V4
1L=06 ;8R=L4 ;87R=K3 23: 7R=tJ2 24:
7L=D6;6R=D3 R: 4R=H7 S:
lL=S6 Y: 3L=FS;8R=E4

Figure 2. Cod.. and related plate pos itioM of the 3¢ 1857 issue by plate.

HISTORY
When Dr. Chase found a new double transfer which he couldn't plate, he

assigned to it a reference code that consisted of a letter and a number. As other
stu dents sent him other identical copies, he would identify them with th e same
code on the back of the stamp and, eventually, as the stamps were plated , th e
plate position s th at had been assigned were publicized . From lookin g at the
assign ed codes, it can be assumed that th ey were assigned in th e ord er of AI,
BI, . . .Zl ; A2, B2, .. .Z2, etc. th rough 17. Unfortunately, Tl through T6 were
used not only for the identification of unplated double transfers but also for
unplated top row positions. This has cause d some confusion in using these codes.

CURRENT STATUS
Figure 1 shows a listin g of the double (and triple) transfers that have been

compiled from the various sources that are shown at the foot of th e figure. The
people listed have, in some cases, done original plating that has identified new
positions while others have mad e th eir collections or information abo ut them
availabl e for this listin g. Since an identification of a pos ition from multiple
sources is usu ally more reliabl e than that from a single source, each source
that th is collector has found has been shown in most cases.

There are several conflicts within Figure I that someone may be abl e to
resolve. The following duplicat es have been observed : H6 and N6; R5 and 55;
M6 and W6 ; 11 and 16. W6 has been seen identified as bein g from the two posi
tion s noted but th e second one duplicates M6. G3 has been seen with both notes
k and 01 (the "CC" in k and elsewhere refers to Carroll Chase).

Figure 2 shows th e same information as Figure 1 but is arranged by plate
and position.

ADDING INFORMAnON
There are many 54 and S5 covers and stamps that have been annotated with

the code assigned to a particular double tr ansfer. On some of these the plate
position has been added lat er. Naturally , neith er should be removed although
some covers show evidence th at th e old code has been erased. Additionally, the
cod e or plat e position show n in Fi gur e I should not be added to such copies
based only on this article but should be added by qualified specialists.

Much of th e work don e in the past on these and oth er aspects of the 54 and
55 has apparently been lost. W e hope most of it can be reconstructed through
articles such as thi s encouraging th e exchange of information about our studies.
Can anyone provide further confirmation of the informat ion shown in the figur es?
Can anyone fill in some of the missing information?

0( Figure 1. Codes and related plate po sitions of the 3¢ 1857 issue by code.
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ANDREW LEVITT, INC. ANNOUNt
ONE OF THE FINEST 1847 CO~

PRIVATE TRANSACTIONS~ CI
We can handle the purchase or private placement

knowledge and experience of a lifetime in philatel)

actions, and a clientele that is consistently seekin~

ANDREW I
"One 01 f~e wo,.ld~ m06f acilue deale

BOX 342 DANBUR'
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:S THE PRIVATE PLACEMENT OF
~R COLLECTIONS EVER FORMED

I

V

)NFIDENTIALLY NEGOTIATED
f any mcjer property, u.s. and Foreign. We have the

the financial ability to handle even the largest trans

outstanding individual pieces and collections.

,EVITT, INC.
in individual rarified and collecliOnd"

CT 06810 (203) 743-2016
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

WILLIAM K. HERZOG, Assoc. Editor
BILL HERZOG NOW ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR 1861 SECTION
For some time, the Period Editor has had some difficult y in maintainin g

a happy balance between postal history and purely stam p related sub jects in
the 1861 section. This has been because of deman ds upon time, etc ., of th e
Period Edi tor and not because of lack of contr ibutions up on th e part of th e
Contributing Editors. In other words , Messrs. Christian and Her zog have offered
articles frequently, but th e Period Editor had sometimes committed th e space
before recognizing that th e article was available.

To rectify thi s situation , I have asked William K. Herzog to assume the
task of collecting or producing articles, reports and requests for research data
in thi s sec tion. Articles based upon 1861 stamp varie ties, printing and th e
earliest known uses should be subm itted to Bill for coordinating into the 1861
section.

The Period Editor will continue to handle th e postal history end of th e
1861 era for the Chronicle.

Needless to say, th e Period Editor is extremely pleased to have available
someone of Bill's statur e in the 1H61 field , with both willingness to handle the
job as well as th e tim e to do it well. R ' h d 13 G h

IC ar . ra am
FIRST SHADE OF THE GRILLED 124 STAMPS
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

Figure 1. A used 12¢ "Z" grill in ,h. full dark black
shade, which is very in'.nse.

According to th e records of the government stamp agent, as interpreted
by thi s writer,1 639,100 grilled 12¢ stamps were issued to post offices during
th e first quarter of 1868. Th e records ind icate they were the first grilled 12¢
sta mps to be issued. Based up on my records of dated covers bearing 1867-68
grilled stamps, it appears that most, if not all (no 12¢ "F" grill mail ed in the
first qu arter of 1868 has been recordedj.s of these 12¢ stamps were impressed
with "z" or "E" grills.

I . W il liam K. H erzog, "T he Sto ry of the Un it ed Sta tes Griller) Postage Stamps ," Fort y.
Fou rt h A m erican Ph ilatelic Con gres.1 (1978), P: 91.

2. Lo t 250 of So theby Parke Berne t Stamp Auc tion Co., In c.'s Sa le-38 (Oct. 30, 1979) was
sold as a 12¢ " F" grill o f inten se black shade used on cover mai led on Mar. 18, (1868) 
"LIVER POOL, 28 MR. 68" o n th e back . H aving previousl y exam ined th is cover whe n it was
offered by W . E. Lea , Ltd . th roul?h Seymour Kapl an , I am quite cert ain tha t th e stamp is an
"E" gr il l. To be com pletely certain . th e stamp should be removed .
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There seems to be a common shade characteristic which binds th ese earliest
grilled 12¢ stamps togeth er : a dark, well-inked shade of black. This shade varies
in intensity from flat to intense, but th e dark, we ll-inked sha de cha racteristic
remains constant. I personally refer to this shade as "fu ll muddy black."

Figur. 2. A us.d strip,
of thr •• of th. 12, "2 '
!lrill In th. full dark
blatk shade, which i.
rath.r flat.

All of the true 12¢ "z" grills which I have thus far examined exhibit th is
shade characteristic. Figur e 1 shows a used 12¢ "Z" grill (Scott 85E ) in th e typi
cal full dark black shade, which is very intense. Figure 2 illustrates a used strip
of three of the 12¢ "Z" grill in the same basic shade, which is rather flat . The
cover in Figure 3 is frank ed by a 12¢ "Z" grill in the full dark black shade, which
is very intense. Although the cover was mailed on June 13, 1868, from Wo rces ter,
Mass., the stamp probably was grilled in th e first qu arter of 1868. It should be
mentioned here that my earliest known use for th e 12¢ "Z" grill is presently
February 19, (1868).

Figure 3. A 12¢ "1" grill in the full dirk black shade, whleh is very intens., used on cover mailed an June
13, 1868.

Since th e "E" grill stamps were issued in far greate r qu antities th an the
limited "z" grill stamps, only a small portion of the 12¢ "E" grills came in the
full dark black shade . It does seem, however , that th e first 12¢ stamps to be im
pressed with th e "E" grill were printed in thi s shade . Figur e 4 shows a cover
franked by a 12¢ "E" grill (Scott 90) in th e full dark bl ack sha de, which is
slightly intense . It was mailed on March 3, 1868, from Philad elphia, Pa, Th is
date of use is pr esentl y my earliest known use for the 12¢ "E" grill. T he cover
shown as lot 250 of Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co ., lnc., Sale 38 (Oct.
30, 1979) was mailed from New York City on Mar ch 18, 1868. It is frank ed by
a grill ed 12¢ stamp in the full dark bla ck sha de, which is very intense. Althoug h
this stamp was sold as the "F" gr ill, 1 am reasonab ly certai n (having examined
it previously) it is an "E" gr ill. Also, an occasional used single of the 12¢ "E"
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grill in th e early sh ade will be offered at auction (R. A. Siegel #550, lot 144 is
a nic e example).

What does thi s all mean ? It probabl y mean s th at whe n th e Na tiona l Bank
Note Company began grilling 12<i stamps for the first time (most likely in
January of 1868), th e particular 12r,i sheets ava ilable for grilling had been and/
or we re being printed in the full dark black shade. It seems that sheets from
this printing were used for possibly all of th e 12r,i "Z" grills, and the earliest 12r,i
"E" grills.

The records of the governme nt stamp agent, as interpreted by thi s writer ,"
indicate that 416,875 un grilled 12r,i stamps were issued to post offices in the
fourth quarter of 1867 (no grilled 12r,i stamps were issued in th at quarter ), and
th at 356,700 ungrllled 12r,i st amps were issued in the first quarter of 1868. There
for e, covers bearing un grill ed 12r,i stamps that were mailed in these two quar
ters should be examined to determine if any of the ungrilled 12r,i stamps we re
printed in the distinctive full dark black shade.

Figure 4. A 12¢ " E" grill in the full dark black shade, which is slightly intense, used on cover moiled on
March 3, 1868. This is presently my earliest known use for the 12¢ " E" grill .

Beginning in the first qu arter of 1868, the quanti ty of 12¢ stamps issued to
post offi ces greatly increased, and the quantity of 24r,i sta mp s greatly decreased.
This resulted from th e new United States-United Kingd om postal con vention,
effe ctive on Januar y I , 1868, which reduced the sing le letter ra te to th e United
Kingdom from 24 to 12 cents. Perhaps the increased need for 12r,i stamps neces
sita te d a new printing of 12r,i stamps in early 1868, and perhap s th e distinctive
sha de of the first grilled 12r,i stamps came from thi s printing? Na turally, this is
only logical spe cula tion.

In conclusion, I would like to hear from readers who own grilled 12¢
covers mailed in the first half of 1868, un grill ed 12r,i covers mailed from lat e 1867
th rough mid-1868, and any 12r,i covers (grilled or ungrilled ) wh er e th e stamp
exhib its the fu ll dark black shade. Recording the sha des of the 12ci stamps on
such covers should clarifv the status of the full dark bl ack shade of the earliest
grilled 12ci stam ps. .

3. H erzog , op. cit .
SENT BACK TO ENGLAND WITHOUT A REASON FOR NON-DELIVERY

Covers bearing such markings as th e abov e caption occasionally pop up in
sales of U.S. postal histor y. Most of them are of th e period of the American
Civil W ar , as is the case w ith the cover shown accompanying th is article .

Actually, the marking was applied in E ngland , after the cover was retu rned.
The marking is on record in the Brit ish postal archives, which include pages
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of envied (by U.S. postal historians) sample strikes of postal instruments as
they were issued. The marking was known used over a period of possibly 50
years.

Richard B. Graham

The cover shown in the accompanying illustration apparently arrived in the
U.S. at New York just aft er southern mails were suspended , on June 5, 1861.
Under the English Charing Cross postmark of May 22, '61, th ere is an impression
of a stamp in the form of a gum residue. Obviously, if a stamp had been applied
it was removed (stolen by a messenger? ) before it was mailed. Consequently,
the cover was sent unpaid by Americ an packet , as attested by th e New York
postmark and British 3c;t debit to the U.S. The subsequent history of the cover is
unc ertain, but th e docketin g alon g the left edg e of the cover of Feb. 19, 1862,
as a "rec'd" date, makes nearly certain that th e cover was remailed , probably in
another cover, from En gland and probably passed through th e blockade.

This cover, th e propert y of N. Leonard Persson, ha s appeared in the Chron
icle before (70:95) and also is illustrated in th e new revised USPM on' page 397,
with a ters e explanation of its nature.

The question of the origin of the "SENT BACK TO ENGLAND . . ."
marking seems to come up periodically , in terms of auction descriptions and
offers , so the British flavor of this issue of th e Chronicle seems an appropriate
occasion to again look at this old fri end .
"N.E.G." - WHAT AND WHY
KENNETH A. WHITILE

Figure l. H.nd.t.mp "SOLDIERS LETTER/24th REGr. MASS. VOL./N .E.G." on cover .ddr••••d to M....
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Common on th e covers of the 24th Massachusetts Reg'ment is a 33mm.
hands tamp with th e words "SOLD IE HS LETTEHi24TH MASS VOL," around
th e circumference with the letters "N.E.G." across the center as illustr at ed in
Figure 1. Obviously th e handstamp took the place of the certification "Soldiers
letter ," and it would appear the letters "N .E.G," substituted for the endorse
ment of a suitable office r or chap lain of the regim ent. The postal authorities
showed no ob jection to it on the covers seen; however, there is good evidence
"N.E.G." does not refer to a person. Rather, it evide ntly meant "New England
Gu ard," as shall be seen.

FiguN 2. Similar morking of the 44th Reg!. M.... Vol.

The 24th Massachusetts Regim ent, starting with the Burnside Expedition
to Hatteras and Roanoke Island on January 6, 1862, served through the who le
Civil War. About a year of th is time was spe nt in North Carolina followed by
service in South Carolina-stationed on Seabrook Island from March 27 to Jul y
6, 1863, and then some other areas. After the capture of Fort Wagner , th e
regiment mov ed to F lorida, sta ying there until Apri l 1864 wh en it was ordered
to Virg inia . It remained there until the end of the war.

... .
Figure 3. Corner cord with H.E.G. emblem.

A similar regiment, the 44th Massachusetts Regiment, organized September
12, 1862, and muster ed out of the service June 18, 1863, spent all of its time
in North Carolina. This regiment used a 31mm . handstamp similar to that of
the 24th's (see Figure 2). On this handstamp the legend reads, "SOLD IE R'S
LETTER 44TH MASS VOL," with "N.E.G ." in the cen ter. There is a pa trio tic
cover (Figure 3) honoring the 44th Regiment; the letters "N.E.G," are just below
the ground for an upright lion bearing a pennant with "44" on it.

In evaluating th ese covers , from th e beginning it seemed un likely that one
endorser would ha ve served two different regiments. Yet, the Post Office
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Department regul ations of the time required that to be sent with postage col
lect , the letters from soldiers should bear the signature of an office r of the
regiment as well as the designation of the regiment to which the soldie r be
longed. So, to assume tha t the letters "N.E.G." were the initials of the certifying
officer had a degree of logic. But, if these were initials, why would they be
flaunted in a handstamp wit hout any rank relati ve to his association wit h th e
regiment-a wider meaning had to have been meant by the letters. The mail
of the 24th Regiment is qu ite varied consistent with its many movements. The
Regiment participated in some of the skirmishes shared by the 44th Regiment,
but also took part in actions that were 'miles away from that Regim ent. Oft en
its position was distant from a post office so the mail received no sending
postmark , and whe n without a letter, it is impossible to pinpoint the sour ce. In
Figure 4, however , is shown a cover postmarked Port Royal, S.C., JuI. 2, 1863,
bearing the handstamp of the 24th Regiment. Th e letter is headed Seabrook
Island where the regiment had been stationed from March 27, 1863. During
this tim e, the 44th Regiment, the oth er user of "N.E .G.", had been mustered
out of the service, yet "N.E.G." was still in use here. This suggests that these
letters were impersonal.

/ . ,
\,

Figure 4, Hondll.mp of 24th Regiment on cover pOllm.rlced Port Roy.l, S.C.

A grea t many Civil War organizations origin ally bore designations with
little resembl ance to those by whic h they were known later. This was particularly
the case with units organized early in the war. Units, usually regiments, were
organized at state controlled camps, and were only mustered into the federal
service after they were reasonably complete . Onl y then , did their usual desig
nation, as "24th Maine Volunteer Infantry" really become established. Early in
the war, th e regiments, whil e being organized, usuall y bore the name of the
organizer or commander , such as "Duryea's Zouaves," or a region al designation,
such as the "Eastern Bay Sta te Regiment." These different names caused much
confusion among historians of the war, and can cause similar problems for the
collector of Civil War covers who likes to indulge in those details dear to col
lectors.

A few of the Civil Wa r handbooks contain tabl es of th e alte rna te names
for identical units. Such a one is the two volume Person nel of th e Civil 'VaT, by
William Frayne Amann, published by Thomas Yoseloff in 1961. Th e second
volume, which is about the Union armies, con ta ins a reprint of the Fallon report
of 1885, probabl y the most complete tab le of Fed eral unit alternate names th at
has been formed .

In this table, we find tha t the New E nglan d Guard was a bri gad e in
tended to consist of the 1st and 2nd Massac husetts Guard Regiments and two
Vermont regiments. Undoubtedly, the two Massachusetts regiments became ,
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after being mustered into federal service, the 24th and 44th Massachusetts regi 
ments.

Lik e many Civil War outfits, they continued to use the "New England
Guard" legend along with and suppleme nting their offici al designations, as
demonstrated by the handstamps.

r~'QU~TBllll'-''''I'IWWf ~UH~U1'r
I mr m LUD tlHlnv.
.' L .~. . 'k

Figure 5. Envelope with corner clrd of "New England Clvalry," with enclosure from Rhode 1.llnd ht CIV. Reg.

The term "New England" was used by at least one other unit as a part of
their designation. An example is shown in the cover of Fi gure 5-here, the
corner card reads "F irst Regiment New England Cavalry;" the enclosed letter
is headed with the legend of the Rhode Island First Cavalry Regiment.

Several other Civil War handstamps are known that were also used on
soldi er' s letters to indicate th eir characte r as an unpaid letter that could be sent
through th e mails collect. Apparently, the postal authorities acc epted these
without quest ion as being as valid as the written certification with signature that
was required by the regulations.

References
Amann , William Frayne, Personnel of th e Civ il W ar , 2 volumes. Thomas Yoseloff, New York/

London , 1961.
Dyer, Fred erick. A Com pe ndiu m of th e W ar of th e R eb ellion , reprinted in 3 volumes. Thomas

Yoscloff , New York /London, 1959.
1i 1861 ULTRAMARINE & INDIGO SHADES
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

A quick perusal of th e listing for the 11 1861 (Scott 63) in the 1980 Scott
Sp ecialized Catalogue of Unite d States Stamps will reveal the following

c.:N lJSED USE D
1¢ blue 7';.lJO 13.50
I¢ pale blue 7';.00 13.50
1¢ bright bluc 77.50 13.50

a . I¢ ultram arinc 1')0.00 25.00
b. I¢ dark blue 85.00 15.00

I¢ indigo 135.00 :10.00

The neophyte would infer from this that the 11 1861 is a fairly common stamp,
and that the ultramarine and indigo sha des are only slightly less common. The
first inferen ce would be quite correct , but the second one would he completely
wrong. Experience indicat es that the 11 1861 stamps in the tru e ultramarine and
indigo shades are almost unobtainabl e. Expert s such as Elliott Perr y! and Les
ter Brookman " previously attested to the rarity of these two shad es. In short,

I. ElIiott Perry, "Co lors and Color Names of Stamps," Chro nicle 54:30.
2. Lester Br ookman, T he Uni te d States Postage Stamps of th e 19th Cen tury (1966) , Vol.

II, 5.
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Figure 1. A used 1¢ ultramarin e (Scott 63a ) whi ch has
been certified by th e Philatelic Fou ndation. From th e
w riter's collection.

the catalog valuations are not indicative of the extreme difficu lty encountered
in fin din g them.

Richard Drews (R. A. 2008), James Lee (R. A. 1662), and I discussed recently
the problems enta iled in determining and obta ining these elusive shad es. W e
decided tha t the next time one of us visited the Philatelic Foundation he would
check the certificates issued for the 1¢ 1861 stamps. Per his teleph one call to
me of Nove mber 14, 1979, Rich Drews completed th e task.

It was found that only one unused and one used l ei ultramarine had been
certifi ed . No 1¢ indigo had eve r been cer tified . Upon inquiring as to why no
1¢ indigos had been certified, Rich found tha t the Philatelic Foundati on will not
certify one until they are shown an unused, ori ginal gum copy which mat ches th e
"August" indigo shade of Scott No. 55 (so-called 1<i "F irs t Design"). This sta te 
ment of policy could very well mean that no 1¢ ind igo shade of Scott No. 63 will
ever be certi fied, as it seems very doubtful th at one will be found in th is de pth of
sha de.

Fortunately, we can illustrate as Fi gure 1 the P. F . certified 1¢ ultramarine
in used condition which was mentioned earlier. The stamp was issued Philat elic
Foundation certi fica te 38773 (Jun e 26, 1972) as a genuine Scott No. 63a.

Rich Drews and I compa red the stamp again st certain color char ts. In our
opinion, it falls between Chapman's Blue (XXII 49° i) and Eton Blue (XXll
49° k) in Ridgway's Color Standards and No me nclature . According to CO LO/{
Universal Langua ge and Dic tionar y of Na mes." th ese colors equa te to chip
82 on the ISCC-NBS Centro id Color Charts ( Jnter-Societv Color Council-Na
tional Bureau of Standards). Ch ip 182, which i ~ nam ed Mod erate Blue, see ms to
be a closer match th an the two Ridgwa y color chip", Chip 182 furth er equa tes to
V-13-22 (Mode rate Blue) on color chart V of the suppleme nt to Color 111
Philat ely. Also, this writer believes the stamp most closely matches 21 D 6 in
Methuen Handbook of ColoIII' (Third Edition), bu t Rich Dr ews believes it
most closely matches 21 D 5. Since both fall under th e ge neral name greyish
blue," the difference is really minor ." Finally , in my own words, the sha de ap
pears to be du ll or flat (lacking brilliance, but not pale) with a little grey in it.

Since there are no P. F. certi fied ind igos to go by, it is suggested tha t yn ll
obtain the "darkest" dark blu e vou can find. Use th e sha de of Scott No. 55

3. COLOR Unive rsal Lntlguage and Dicti onary of Nam es, {T. S. Dep a rtmen t o f Com
merce, NBS Specia l Publica tion 440. 68-9.

4. Color 2\ D 5 also fall s under th e still mor c comprehe nsive genc ra l na me dull b lue,
5. M ethuen H and book of Colour (T h ird Edit ion) , 216.
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and/or th e Scott No. 55P die and plat e proofs as your ultimat e target. When
sa tisfied th at your 1¢ stamp is extremely dark an d d ist inctive, ca ll it indigo .

This short article wi ll not mak e it any eas ier to find th e elusive 1¢ ultra
marine and indigo shades ; how ever, it should give a better idea of wha t to look
for. Remember, just because a 1¢ 1861 sta mp is offered as ultramarine or in
digo, you sho uld not accep t it blindly as fact! These two shades seem to be mis
represented continuall y as a result of th e ignora nce of both buyer s and sellers .
"PAYMASTER'S DEPARTMENT, U.S. STR CIRCASSIAN"
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The cover shown with th is short ar t icle is a relic fro m a ship th at had an
extr eme ly interesting history, being strong ly connected with th e carrying of th e
mails on both sides of th e Civil W ar , The cover itself was mailed fr om New
Orlean s on Sept. 12, 1863. It has an embossed corner card which may or may
not show up in th e illustration , but which reads jus t as does th e title of these
notes . Since th e C ircassian was also a Navy despatch and su pply steamer at th e
time, she may have also ca rri ed thi s identical letter back north on her return
tripI

", ~.N ,t'.
, .;1' ''''- .l.l-J

1-' . ".J ... ... .. 14'

The C ircassian was built a t Belfast, Irelan d, in 1856, and after th e Civil
W ar opened , was soon in service with a rep ut ation for speed, as a bl ockad e
runner. In May of 1862, she was sighted by the U.S.S. Som erset , a little wood ,
sidewheel former ferryb oat wit h all the power of a teakettle. Unfortunat ely for
th e C ircassian , when ordered to halt for a search. she attempted to run by th e
Som erset to esca pe. The latter fired sho ts across her bows and whe n th e Cir
cassian fail ed to stop , fired a b all through her , and she halted. Ad judicated as a
prize of war a t Key W est , she was taken into th e U.S. Navy as a desp at ch
vessel an d ca p tured severa l blockad e ru nners with her su pe rior speed . After th e
war, the captain and crew of th e Som erset were th e happy recipien ts of over
$300,000 in prize money from her capture .

As a Con federate b lockade runner, the Circassian un do ub tedly carried
man y letters through the bl ockade into New Orl eans. As a despa tch vessel, she
also carried mail into and out of Ne w Orl ean s in her trips from Boston to th e
Rio Grande, visit ing and su pplying th e off shore blockader s en route.

Sold out of th e Navy after the wa r, th e Clrcassian was converted to a
sa iling sh ip by th e removal of her engines, a rather sad fat e for a steame r that
had shown her heels to th e best ships in th e U.S. Navy and over taken th e
fastest of the Confederat e bl ockade runners.
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SERVING THE RESEARCHER
With-In-and Out-of-Print Philatelic, Civil War, Western, Military, Rail

road, Maritime Transport, and Historical Literature. We also stock steel

engravings and maps. In add ition, we have a Book Search Service and

Service Want lists. We also research Military Service Records . We are

currently buying and selling. Send for our Catalog.

SOME OF OUR CURRENT OFFERINGS

1. U.S. State Maps (1800-1900), g ive date and State needed ., $10.00-up

2. Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification, l. Rapport, 43 pp.,
Reprint from the American Archivist. Information on the mo st im
portant documents and newspapers that have been ex te nsiv e ly re-
produced. What are their common characteristics? . $ 8.00

3. Unmailable, Congress and the Post Office, Fowler _._._ $16.00

4. Guide to the Military Posts of the United States, Prucha, 1964. ... __. $12 .50

5. Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army 1789-
1903, Heitman, 2 Vols ., 1965 _ _. .. $30.00

6 . The Railroads of the Confederacy, Black, 1952 __ _. $16.00

7. Official Hotel Directory and Railroad Indicator of United States and
Canada, 1887 __ _ . _ .. _ __ _ $50.00

8. Broadfoot's Guide to Civil War Books, 1978, 503 pp., lists every
Civil War Book offered during the past seven years by 14 Well
known Dealers. Each title has complete Bibliographic information
and each price has the Dealer's information about the particular
copy offered . There is also a Separate section for Reg imentals and
Confederate Imprints.. · .__ $25.00

9 . The Book of Autographs, Hamilton, 1978 _ $10.00

10. Autographs and Manuscripts; A Collector's Manual, Berkeley, 1978 $24.95

11. Autographs of the Confederacy, Reese, Illustrations of all 625 Con
federate Generals, every Cab inet member, most Naval Command-
ers and others w ith Biograph ies.. . __... Regular-$37.50.. ... .. .Deluxe- $49.95

12. Confederate Patriotic Covers: Including a Check list of all known
Designs, MacBride, 1943, (1979 Reprint).. $12 .95

13. A Historical Survey of Precancels, Hooper, This Book gives a de·
tailed but easily readable overv iew of precancels from the first
recorded type in 1844.. __.. ._. __ $14.95

14. Territorial Papers of the United States, (Odd Volumes}. $25 .- $40.00

15. Appletons' Cyclopaedia of American Biography, 1888, 6 Vols., $ 175 .00

16. United States Sanitary Commission, 1863 .__.__ $30.00

17. Our Acre and Its Harvest, Cleveland Branch, U.S. Sanitary Commis-
sion, 1869 __ __ _. .. . . __ .__. .. $20.00

18 . The Post Offices of Wyoming, Patera and Gallagher, 1980.. ..Approx. $15 .00

19. Old Waybills, Harlow, 193 4 origina L ..$75 .00.....__. __....__ Reprint $35.00

20. The Confederate Stampless Cover Catalog, Wish nietsky , 1980 Approx . $15.00

* * On Item No. 18 and 20 Do Not Send Money
I Will Bill You, Order Now

HENRY C. HENSEL
THE MEMORABILIA CORNER

P.O. Box 337 Clinton, MD 20735
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
THE 904 1869 STAMP ON COVER
RICHARD SEARING

In two earlie r articles, lists of 24¢ 1869 covers (Chronicle 93:42 ) and 30¢
1869 covers ( Chron icle 97 :48 ) were presented , and the covers discussed . Until
1968 at least one cover had survived bearing the 90¢ 1869 stamp, but this item
was stol en and to date ha s not been recovered . Th erefore, to have some thing
to write about, the scope of thi s article has been broaden ed.

The 90¢ 1869 carmine and black bicolor stamp has long represented a
pinnacle of desire for many U.S. classic collectors. The stark black portrait of
the recently martyred President, within th e orn ate red frame, should have
appealed to all Union patriots of the period. However , th e head of Lincoln
being placed on the 90¢ value rather th an on the W ¢ sta mp as originally pro
posed, very few people in th e coun try-outsi de of those in the larger cities 
ever saw th e sta mp. Conseque ntly , when a 90¢ ]869 sta mp appeared on a
bulky pa cka ge of cour t depositions, or on an overweight letter of any descrip
tion , it wa s often rem oved to be placed in a stamp album or otherwise kept
by the sentime nta lly incl ined. A similar fate awaite d the stamp at tho se foreign
destinations to which overweight business mail was norm ally sent. Such a
sta mp was sure to catch the eye of the foreign collector or of those people who
liked to save the unusual.

Fig ure 1: Only ge nu ine use of a 9O\! 1869 stamp on fu ll cover; sto len in 1968 and never recovered.

Many years back, I remember read ing an article by an elde rly collector
who recalled receivin g mail from the U.S. during 1869-70 in Switze rland, whe re
he was attending school. The heavier packages contained strips of the 90"
Linco ln sta mp which were removed as they came in. Perhaps even some over
weight letters bore thi s sta mp. The story at least shows that the 90¢ Lincoln
was in use at th e tim e and that many were initially saved.

The stamp agents' records show that a total of 47,360 90" stamps were
printed and delivered to the govern ment stamp age nt. ' However, th ere is
arguable evide nce that fewer than 25,000 of the stamps actu ally were issued
to the public. Records indicate that late in 1870 a large number of the stamps
were redeemed for th e 1870 issue and destroyed by th e Post Office Depart
rnent." If we assume that only 25,000 sta mps were issued and apply my earlier

I. W . K. H er zog, "Qua n tit ies of Stamps Issued During th e 1869 Peri od ," Chronicle 89:31.
2. L. G. Brookman, Th e Un ited States Postage Stam ps of th e Ni neteenth Cent ury, New

York, 1966, Vol. II . p . 188.
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"rule of thumb" that about one cover survives for every 5,000 stamps issued,
the result is th at we should expe ct fewer than five cove rs to have survived .
This result would be consistent with the statistics of th e 1860 90c,i stamp wh ere
four or five covers survive from 30,000 stamps issued ."

The late Ell iott Perry stated in his "Pat Paragraphs" that he had knowled ge
of at least two more covers that bore the 9Oc,i 1869 stamp and the lat e Dr. Chase
also stated "I have seen two and believe others exist."! Th e comments of these
renowned philatelists notwithstanding, only one cover acc epted as genuine has
turned up. Thi s cover is known as the "ice hou se" cover and was discovered
in India before the First World War. It was shown in color in the October 1977
issue of The American Philatelist and a clearer photo is shown as Figure 1.

This cover was last recorded in the late J. David Baker' s classic cover
collection which was stolen from Baker's home in 1968. Whe n th e collection
was recovered in 1975, the only item missing was th e un ique "ice hou se" cover.
Its whereabouts are presently unknown. We shall inquire further into th e birth
of this unique cover after a brief survey of the "ruins" of former 90c,i covers.

.~ ,.
Figur. 2: Possibl. originol us. of 90¢ 1169 otomp on conr. Two .tomps or. milling in paying the $1.32 lix
times rat• .

Th e closest approximation to another survivin g 9Oc,i 1869 cover surfaced
in the cover shown in Figure 2, during the sale of the Sidney Hessel collect ion
in 1976.5 A six-times-rate cover from the Davis correspondence to Peru shows
similar markings and indicates a $1.32 payment. The cover in Figure 2 has
recently been the subj ect of a short but stimulating article by Elliott Coulter. "
His examination of the cover under ultraviolet light reveals that two stamps
are missing. The areas exposed closely approximate th e large square form of
the higher value 1869 stamps. Th e date of th e cover wa s probably January 4,
1871, when the 22c,i per ~ oz. rat e was in effect. The most likely stamp combi
nation was two 24c,i stamps plus a 90c,i for a 6c,i overpayment of the $1.32 (6 x
22c,i ) postage required . We must rememb er that in this per iod the 1868 grilled
stamps, th e 1869 issue , and the 1870 grilled and un grill ed issues were all ava ila
ble to pay this rate. But regardl ess of which issue was used, the cover "rui n"
in Figure 2 remains one of the most spectacular "maybe" covers in U.S. philately.

The next best "ru in" of a 90¢ 1869 is a piece sold in the Siegel Rar ity Sale
in 1964 and shown in Figure 3. Th e 90¢ stamp is tied to a piece which shows

3. R . M. Searing. Chronicle 88:244.
4. C. S. Cha se. Classic Uni ted Stat es Stamps 1845-69, Herman H erst . J r . Publishe r , 1962;

p.38.
5. H essel Sale Part III . H . R . Hanner , 4 Novembe r 1976. lot 599.
6. E. H . Coul ter , "The Unra veling of a Puzzle," 1869 Tim es # 12. Aug ust 1978. p . 8.
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a red credit "9." The catalog description suggested this could represent a triple
rate to Brazil , via French mails, in 1869 (3 x 33¢ ). However , th e May 10 date
is early for th e 90¢ 1869 and the .33¢ per }.f oz. rat e expired in January 1870.
The tru e rate paid is not known, and we can only imagine wh at th e full cover
once looked like.

Figure 3: Two 90.. 1869 .'"mpi on Imlll pie ceI of origlnll coven. S.. 'ext for dilcunlon.

Two other small pi eces have been record ed which bear the 90¢ 1869 stamp;
the first was used from New Orleans on March 11, but doubt has arisen as to
the authenticity of this piece. Th e second piece shows a 90¢ stamp with a New
York Steamship cancel, tied to a piece of envelope. This was sold in the Wunsch
Sale in 1978 as Lot 542.7

At least one bogus 90¢ 1869 cover has surfaced recently and was shown
in Chronicle 96:267. The cover was presumably a 15¢ ra te to France which had
had a 90¢ 1869 stamp adde d in place of the 15¢ stamp; oth ers probably exist
in Europe.

Thus, afte r all is said and done, we haven't much to say about the OOd
1869 stamp, even on pieces of cover . Th e thrust is th en back to th e only re
corded cover an d how it was discovered . In this regard, I shall quote exten
sively from a fine ar ticle by E. D. Wa rshauer whi ch appeared in Stamps in
1961.8 The circums tances surrounding the discovery of the unique cover were
set down by th e lat e J. M. Bartels in 1943, when the cover was sold.

On March 19. 1926, the undersign ed [Bart els] called on an old fr iend and stamp
collec to r in New Yor k City at the la tter 's req uest. T his collec tor has bee n know n to me
for a bo ut 30 years. He has spe n t muc h tim e in traveling and abou t 12 years ago he
visited India, wh ere he secured thi s cover amo ng a few other stam ps not on cover.

H e had not taken m uc h interest in it due to th e fact th at th e stamp had been
torn in openi ng the en velope. severing th e u pper left part of the stam p comp lete ly.
Afte r conferring wi th several well-know n collectors, I decided to have the sta mp and
envelope repaired . W he n I secur ed the cover. I discovered th at a IO¢ sta mp had fall en
off . T he former ow ner thou ght he wou ld be able to find it amo ng a lot of loose
stamps me ntioned above. bu t was un successful. I kn ew fro m ot her covers that the ra te
for a heavy cover of th is kin d to In di a was $ 1.12. Fortuna tely. I fou nd amo ng my
stoc k a IO¢ which matched th e cance llation to a very re ma rkable ex ten t. T his has bee n
adde d to the cover and it is now a very wonderfu l piece.

Specia lists in covers for man y years have tr ied to locat e th e 9O¢ 1869 on an ori gin al
enve lope but so far this is th e only one kno wn.

The collecto r was Mr. Grant Squires and he acquire d th e cover in 1912
from an origina l correspondence . La ter, Bartels added the following to th e
record :

The 1869 9O¢ on cove r is und ou bt ed ly the one I sold to th e la te Sena tor Ackerman
abou t 20 yea rs ago. H e had a standing off er to pay $ 1,000.00 [or th is stamp on cover
but it seemed that no ne ex isted . One ni gh t I was ca lling on a collector and not iced in
th e back of th e a lbum this officia l-size enve lope with the 90¢ and to th e rig h t of it,
two Na t iona l Bankno te sta mps: I bel ieve a 10¢ and a 12¢. mak in g a $ 1.12 rat e . TI le
cover was dated 1873 from Boston to Ca lcu tta : someone a t th e " Ice House"-nice name
for a hot cli ma te . Afte r conferring wi th several collec tor s we decid ed it wou ld be
well to have it rep a ired by an expert. In openi ng, the 90¢ had been torn in two. It
was nicely re paired, making it a very a ttractive piece. I offered it 10 Ackerman at $400
an d he was p leased to get it.

7. W unsch collection . Ro bert Siegel sale 529. lo t ~j42 .

8. E. D . Warsha uer. "T he Unique 90r 1869 Cover ," Stamps, Ju ly 15. 1961, pp. 88-90.
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TABLE I
90' 1869: On Cover or on Piece

Dal e Orig .]Dest. Stamps Rate R em arks Source
8·8-73 Boston/Calcutta 122, ISO, 4x28¢ Via Brindisi , red "4", Lon- Ashbrook

151 don PAID ; per Ne vada Spec. Ser .
ph-92

NYC/ ? 122 NY Steamshi p cancel Wunsch
sal e-S42

Doubtful
3-11 N. Orleans / ? 122 ? Town cance l on pi ece Ward Sale

1944

5-10 NYC/Brazil? 122, 3x33¢ Red NY "9," Fr. rec. mk. Siegel
267/47

The letter rep resents a 4 x 28¢ rate to India via Brindisi, as the manuscript
"4" indicates. For his article, Mr. Warshau er did some research on the destina
tion and the addressee.

You will note it is addressed to a Mr. Jas H . Bancroft, l ee H ou se, Calc utta, E.
Indies. This intrigued me. [The ice house] was owned and managed by Messrs. Balmer,
Lawrie & Co., a well kno wn firm of Calcutta, and presumably Mr. Bancroft was on e of
their employees . T he factory has long since been rem oved from the original premises
and th e bUildin~ demolished . A small street wh ich led to th e old factory still ex ists and.
you guessed it. IS call ed "le e Factory Lane."

In 1953 the cover was mentioned to Stanley Ashbrook, who wrote the fol
lowing, as quoted in the Warshauer article:

Thanks for mention of the 90¢ 1869 on cover . I sup pose you refer to the cover with
a 90¢ 1869, also 10¢ and 12¢ Bank Notes. No doubt you do, because I never heard of
another on e. T hi s cover was sold to Ackerman by Bartels, o r Ackerman to Bart els.
It cam e up in a Morganthau sale in April, 1943- ju st ten years ago-and I sen t for it
and ph otogra ph ed it. · It is a (act th at a 1O¢ was m issing and Bartels had re place d
it. It was also sta ted th at th e orig inal 90¢ was torn and th e present copy was sub
stituted.

Mr. 'Warshauer went over the cover carefully and could not agree with
Ashbrook that the 901 sta mp had been replaced ; th e stamp appeared to be
cleverl y repaired whe n viewed under a micr oscop e. The cover was th en sent to
Ashbrook for viewing, and Warsh auer received the following reply:

I ha ve examined th e 90¢ sta mp on this cove r very minute ly under m y binocular
mi croscop e and there is no quest ion wha tsoever bu t th at th e whole upper left hand
corner of th is stamp was torn . T herefore, in my opinion, th is 90¢ sta mp was used
or igina lly on this cover. T he tear in th e sta mp coincid es exact ly wi th th e tea r in the
enve lope-where th e tear ent ers at th e left side and where it emerges a t th e top .

While it was said that a 10~ was missin g and the presen t one rep laced , th at story
ma y be true and it may only be gossip. As fa r as I am conce rn ed , I would never h ave
suspected th at this was don e had I not been informed th at such was th e case. In shor t
I see no evide nce of such rep laceme n t. I carefully exam ined th e ba ck markings and th ey
are unquestionably genuin e. The year of lise was 1873 and this was a 4 x 28¢ ra te
"Vi a Br indisi." T he 96 over 4 mar king was our credit to th e Brit ish and our share
was 16¢ wh ich was quite correct.

From th is information , we see that th e stamp was terminally damaged.
If whoever subsequently stole this cover soaked th e 90¢ stamp off th e envelope ,
he got two parts of a sta mp for his trouble. I hold little hope that this unique
cover survives today. To sur vive over a century and be lost in this manner
is a sad fate for such a marvelous cover.

There is little more to be said on the topic of 90¢ 1869 stamps on cover.
Table I is presented for th e sake of completen ess." If any reader knows of an y
other covers or pieces with 90¢ 1869 stamps, please contact the author or th e
period editor.

9. R . M. Searing. "High Value 1869 Stamps on Original Cove r," 1869 PRA 1976 Register ,
p.88.
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
NINETY CENT BANK NOTE COMPANY STAMPS ON COVER
RICHARD M. SEARING

to Galveston, Texas,
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Figu re 1. 90 f Contin e nta l printing used on court hous e cover from Brownsville,
in June 1875 .

Nea rly five years have passed since my first listing of th e known uses of
the 90¢ Bank Note issues on cover was published in Chronicle 88. During this
period som e new (unrecorded) covers have surfaced and a few of the question
marks in th e original tables have been answered.

~ ;- ~ ~ _-, /~ ..~/;,.,~ S4~
,\ r<- ~ .. ,'. .... '"...

<,

Recen tly my interest in this subject was strong ly revived by th e sudden
appearance of four of th e finest 90¢ covers from th e 1974 Braus sale . Some of
th ese were described. by Maury Waud in Chronicle 83: 163 wh ere he pictured
the famous 90¢ Nationa l usc to Brazil known as the "C onsolidation Co al Co ."
cover. I sent for this cover and three others from the Rob ert A. Siegel sale

,-.
( -

, -

Messr s. FREDERIC S. BALLIN & CO.,

28 Bou levart H aussmann,

PARIS,
FRANGE.

Figure 2. 90¢ Co nti ne nta l printing used from NYC 10 Paris daled Febr . I, 1879 .
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551 last year in order to photograph them for my records. The colors on these
covers have to be seen to appreciate their beauty. However, the photos pre
sented here will have to suffice till (and if) the Chronicle switches to color
illustrations.

3. 90¢ Continental used on domestic courthouse cover from Nashville, Tenn ., in 1879 .

The search for the elusive 90<,i National grilled sta mp on cover which was
last seen over 60 years ago has had several promising leads fizzle out. One
can only hope that, if it still exists, in time we can record it on our lists.

Thos e readers who have forgotten the "Coal Co." cover will find a good
photo in Chron icle 8.3: 166. The remaining two recorded Nationa l 90<,i covers
are pictured in Brookman Vol. II , p. 237, and in Chronicle 88: 246. Both covers
are from the same find ; does any reader know the date and details of this find ?

\-)

/
f {-~

Figure 4. 90¢ American carmine printing .howing pair used to pay 22x12¢ per 'h oz. rate to New South
Wale. in Oct., 18B3.

In August 1977 a 90d cover was offered for sale at the APS convention
in San Francisco as lot 445 of the Siegel sale. In oth er sales, th is cover ha s been
offered as either a National or Continental printing. I sent for and photographed
this cover in color together with examples of the 90<,i National grilled sta mp
and the Continental printing. The results show conclusively that the stamp is
the 90ci Continental shade: the cover is shown in Figure 1 and was listed as
a National use cover in Chronicle 88. Therefore, to date only three National
90<,i covers have appeared on the record.
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Figure 5. 90.. American purpl. shad. u.ed from 1I00ton to Paris on Oct. 29. 1881.

The OOd Continental use shown in Figure 2 was sold for $5750 last Sept.
as lot 2067 in th e Siegel sale; it was sold as lot 353 in the Braus sale . I sent
for this lot and photographed it in color so there is no doubt that it is a Con
tinental issue .

The 90¢ Continental use shown in Figure 3 appeared first in Th e American
Philatelist 85:802 and was reported following my list in Chronicle 88. It repre
sents a refolded courthouse cover paying a 31x3¢ rate on a 15),; oz. package from
Nashville to Green ville, Ky., in Sept. 1879.

Th e recent Siegel sale in Sept. also included a fine usage of a pair of
th e 90¢ American printing in the carmine shade which sold for $5500. This cover
was sold as lot 447 in th e Brau s sale and is shown as Figure 4. A backstamp
of 11-17-83 indicates a 45 day passage to New South Wales. Since Nov. 1975
I have found only one additional cover of this stamp making a total of eight
covers on the record.

If-tih.

A7--,
Figure 6. 90.. purple on greatly nyerpaid demestie laner In NYC during 1891.

Th e last cover in th e Siegel sale shown as Figure 5 was sold for $7500,
and was lot 537 in th e Braus sale. This cover represents a very handsome use
of th e 90¢ purple stamp to Par is. Figure 6 shows another 90¢ purple stamp
used -on a greatly over-paid cover used locally in New York City. Someone
apparently wanted th ese stamps used on a letter during this period.
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Dat e Stamps

TABLE I
Update on 9o, Bank Note Coven

Rate Orig./Dest.

National H-grl/l

Source/Notes

No new information

National without grill
6/2 5/75 Brownsville/Galveston Delete; see tex t

Continental
6/ 25/7 5 153. 161. 166 48x3¢ Brownsvill e/ Galveston . Siegel 516:445; Fig.

Tex.

9/30/79 158. 166 31x3¢ Nashville/Greenville. Ky. APS 85:80 1; Fig. 3

American-Carmine
11/16 /87 191. 203 17x3¢+10¢ NYC/ Berlin H . Rooke 11/7 0:54

American-Purple
10/29/ 88 22x5¢ Boston / Paris previou sly listed with year

only; Fig. 5

10/12/89 1.75 ?/Ber lin listed in Chron. 88 without
dat e

12/21/89 209 (2). 217. NYC/Berlin two stamps mi ssing; F.M.
218 H arvey; Fig . 7

National H'grill

National without grill

Continental

American. carmine

American. purple

Summary of Total. Recorded
o
3

9

8

10

Figur. 7. 90, purpl. used on reduced registered pockoge COY'" from NYC to a.rlln dated D.c . 21. 1889; two
".mpl .,. missing.

Th e last-Figure 7 shows another refold ed cover to Berlin bearing the 90¢'
purple stamp and missing two addi tional stamps used on Dec. 21, 1889. Wi th
this cover, we have record of 10 existing uses with the 90¢ purple stamp of
which possibly seven are from the same find. Can any reader explain how
and when th is find was made?

Th e main reason for showing these covers is to put them on the record
in one place where future students can refer. The updated listin gs are shown
in table 1. Any additional listings are earnes tly solicited for this research .
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J . STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
THE U.S.-U.K. 37'1. PRIVATE SHIP RATE
CHARLES J . STARNES

Stanley Ashbrook in his 1938 text, The United States One Cent Stamp of
1851-1857, illustrated an 1857 cover from Oxford , 0 ., to Mel bourne, Victoria,
franked at 37¢ ;1 his explanation was that the cover showe d a 37¢ ra te to Aus
tralia, as listed in th e 1852 Postal Laws & Regulations. But even Homer nods ,"
the cover was clearly marked with 12¢ credit to Britain on front, and a N.Y.
Am. Pkt. cds . on back-proof positive of the 33¢ Br. v. S. ra te. Subsequently,
George Hargest in 1964:1 discussed the U.S.-U.K. treat y rate, pointing out its
broad general definition given in Table D of the 1849 Regulations ( "Any
Bri tish colony or foreign country when conveyed to or from the United Kingdom
by private sh ips") an d th e derivation of the ra te (5 c1 U.S. inland + l6d Am .
or Br. Pkt. transit + 8d . .U.K. private ship transit ) . Unfortunately for the con
tinuity of the ar ticle, H argest then illu strated the same cover use d by Ashbrook,
leavin g th e reader with no pertinent 37¢ usage.

~~~~~~~D'

/r~A c.e
0 /
I'_(--,--""""(../,,,,,-~./'\

F,om Melbourne M.y 1855 by "George M.nh.II" (p,inle ship) 10 Grovelend. Ihence from liverpool by
" Peelfi e" (Am. Pkl .) 10 New York . London debil 10 U.S. 16¢; ,.,.1 collect ., Richmo nd. 37¢ .

There now can be list ed four of these elusive covers , all processed as unpaid
to the U.S., three from Vic toria and one from Spain. The th ree Australian cove rs
all date 1854-55, a di fficult period for ma il tr ansit to England." The Aust ra lian
Royal Ma il Steam Navigation Co ., on the via Cape of Cood Hope rou te , lasted
less than a year af ter its start in Aug. 1852; the General Screw Steam Shipping
Co ., also via Africa, made a few trips and then discontinued service in Dec. 1853,
due to the demand for troop transports for the Crimean war . And then th e
feeder line from Sydney to Singapore, operated by the P. & O. from Aug . 1852,
was discontinued early in 1854, leaving the Australians dependent on private
( non-contract ) vessels for foreign mail transit to England.

I. Fig. 56PP, Vol. II . p. 349.
2. Thus ennobli ng a mi serable evasive tacti c, still used to this day, even in international

Grand Award exh ibits ; one assumes th e rar e to destination is always th e tot al of franking on the
cover. Aft er a ll. if the j udges don 't ca tch th e error, the exh ib itor has avoided con siderable study.

3. T he Ch ronicle, 47, 32-34.
4. Howard R obi nson , Carryin g British Mails Overseas, pp. 192-195.
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The folded letter illustrated here, franked with a 1 sh . '54 sta mp for th e
Victoria ship-letter rate," was posted at Melbourne 16 May 1855 and carried
by th e George Marshall to Gravesend, 8 Aug." The London office did not
recognize the parti al payment (lo west regular rate, prep aid to U.S. port, was
1 sh . 8d . ) and treated the letter as unpaid , debiting th e U.S. with black ms.
"16"¢ (8d. private ship transit ). Ca rriage from Li verpool was by the Collins
Pacif ic, Iv. 11 Aug., arr. New York 22 Aug . There th e excha nge office sta mped
a black NEW YORK AM. PKT. AUG 22 and black "37"¢, th e total rate to
collect at Richmond.

A second cover (lot 2128, Siegel 20-24 Sep. 1974) from Melbourne, 16 Aug.
185- was franked with three ld . '50 stamps, directed "per Argo .". London debited
U.S. 32¢, 8d. privat e ship + 8d. Br. Pkt. Total collec t was stamped with black
"37."

The th ird cover from Australia, from the .T. von Hake collection, is perhaps
the most interesting of the group. It is an unpaid letter from Bendigo, Victoria,
14-1853 (a PAID cds. and ms, 10d. may indicate inland postage paid ). Th e
U.S. was deb ited $1.28 (4x32¢) in En gland and th e letter sent by the Cunard
America, lv, Liverpool 31 Jan . 1854, arr. Boston 16 Feb. The $1.28 debit was
marked over , a ms. $1.48 total rate collect adde d, th e U.S. ret aining only 4x5¢
inland on this 1-20z. letter . A remarkable quadruple rat e. . ..

A cover from Cadiz, Spain (lot 228, Siegel 12-14 May 1975 ), penciled date
"August 20, 1857", shows a black "8"d. , a straight-line hdstp. SHIP-LETTER
and "32"¢ debit to U.S., with Boston "37"¢ total ra te collect.

5. Rob son Lowe, Encyclopedia of Bri tish Empire Postage Sta mps, Vol. IV, p. 189.
6. All sai ling da ta are du e to th e efforts of colleagu e Walter Hubbard.
AACHEN FRANCO MARKINGS ON PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL-AN UPDATING
ALLAN RADIN

In November 1972 George E. Hargest, on th e basis of information ava ilable
after he had writte n his landmark History of Letter Post Co mmunicat ion . . . ,
revised the table of ear liest and latest uses of the various Aachen Franco mark
ings on Prussian Closed Mail contained in th e book on page 89.1 Since in th e
interven ing time still more inform ation has become ava ilable, it seems appro
priate to make further revisions of the tabl e .

As for th e small FRANCO ( N ),2 Hargest chan ged his listed earliest kno wn
use from 26 December 1854 to 1 August 1854 because Walter Hubbard had
reported a cover bearing this marking with BOST ON/AUG l /BR PKT exchange
office marking, carried by "Canada which sailed from Boston on 1 August
1854." (The Aachen markin g would, of course, have been applied approxi
mately two wee ks later . ) But, according to H ubbard's latest tables," which
are believed to be reliable, the 1 August date fixes th e yea r as 1855. It is there
fore in order to restore the originally listed date of 26 Decemb er 1854 for th e
earliest known use. In a recent ar ticle:' Hargest showe d th e face of a cover
bearing this marking and N. YORK 14 AM PKT/ AUG 8 exchange office mark
ing; he stated "On that date in 1855 Atlantic of th e Collins Line sailed from
New York to Liverpo ol." Unfort unately thc reverse, whic h undoubtedly bears
a dated Aachen backstamp , was not shown , so th e date of 22 August 1855 ( 14
days after sailin g date ) has arbitra rily been taken as th e date on -which the Aachen
marking was applied. The actual date could, of course, be a day, or even two
days, earlier or later .

As for the boxed Franco (0) , seemingly a truly rare bird among Aachen
Franco markings on Prussian Closed Mail covers, in ad dition to the "one seen"

1. Chronicl e 76:221 (November 1972).
2. Letter designati ons are th ose used in Figure 51, p . 88, H istory of L ett er Post Communi 

cat ion . . . .
3. Chronicle 95:197 et seq. (August 1977) .
4. Chronicle 101:67 (February 1979) .
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reported by Hargest, another example is illustrated here. It is a prepaid stamp
less cover to Cottingen, forwarded from Boston to New York to make the next
departure. It bears th e N. YORK 7 BR PKT/DEC 14 red exchange office mark
ing , a red boxed Franco on the front, and red single circle AACHEN/12-28
marking on th e reverse. The year is not shown on th e cover but again referring
to Hubbard's previously cited table." it is found that Europa sailed from New
York on 14 December 1853 and arrived at Liverpool on 26 December . The type
of Aachen backstamp is consistent with 1853 use.

New York, 14 December 1853, prepaid to Gollingen. Boxed red Franco, Hergett type O.

As for the boxed AACHEN (date) / FRANCO (P) in blue, Charles J.
Starnes has recorded a 1 February 1865 use.

It should be emphasized that listings of earliest and latest uses must always
be conside red tentative and probably never will be definitive. Particularly
noteworthy, as far as marking (P ) is concern ed , are extraordinarily wide gaps
between latest red and ea rliest magenta, between latest magenta and earliest
blue, and between latest blu e and expiration of the Prussian Closed Mail
Convention on 31 December 1867. Considering th e comparative abundance
of surviving Prussian Closed Mail covers, there must be some, somewhere,
that will narrow, if not close, the gaps. Can any readers show earlier "earliest"
or later "latest" uses?

A final not e : thi s article is concerned solely with th e Franco markings
applied by th e Aachen exchange office to prepaid eastbound Prussian Closed
Mail, which ceased to exist after the Convention expired on 31 December

AACHEN FRANCO MARKINGS ON PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL

Large FRANCO 1M)

Small FRANCO (N)

Boxed Franco (0 ) ·

Boxed AACHEN (da te) / FR ANCO (1')

eOnly two seen to dale.
tOnly one seen to dale.

red

magenta

blackj

blue

Earliest
24 Jan 1853

26 Dec 1854

28 Dec 1853

29 Apr 1854

26 Jul 1864

17 Feb 1865

I Feb 1865

Latest
12 Dec 1854

22 Aug 1855

19 Jan 1855

I Dec 1863

15 Oct 1864

11 Aug 1867
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1867 (even though later North German Union closed mail via England is
often, and erroneously, called "Prussian closed mail." ). Th e North Germ an
Union Convention, effective 1 January 1868, required that prepaid letters to
the United States be mark ed "Franco." Th e frugal Prussians had not discarded
the handstamps designated (N) and (0), and they were applied to at least
a substantial portion of the prepaid westbound North German Union closed
mail via England by the Coeln-Verviers sorting car, the exchange office for
closed mail.
A BREMEN CLOSED MAIL-BY ACCIDENT.
RICHARD F. W INTER

The troubles of the Ocean Steam Navigation Co . are fairly well known I

to those conversant with the U.S.-Bremen mail system. To continue mail transit
when the Hermann or Washington was be ing repaired, or wh en they could not
make the winter runs , the mails were bagged, sealed, and sent by Cunard to
Liverpool, thence by Anglo-Bremen postal convention to Bremen. The first gap
in Ocean Line service was from New York, 18 Nov. 1847-20 Feb. 1848, the
second, 20 Nov. 1848-20 Feb. 1849.

Th e author has recently found , among the reports of the Auditor of the
Treasury for the Post Office Department, an interesting notation on the outside
of a report file (now empty) . As was customary ( at least into the '60s ), the
notation summarized the file contents for ready reference. We quote:

11 jUly 49
No. 1-- 
Bremen Line

The P.M . of Bremen, Germany (19 March 49) , reports the receipt of a Mail bag con
tain ing 592 Letter s, wh ich bag was by mistake of the Ne w York Post Office thrown on
board of a Brit ish Packet inst ead of the Amer ica n packet " H erman ." And that th e
British Go vt , charges £ 42.14.3 for con veying said ba g to Brem en through England.

The P .M. of New York ackno wledges th e erro r , says it was done by on e of the clerks.
Both th e Brem en & En gl ish Mai ls ha ving been made up a t h is o ffice at the same time.
Recognizes th e service of for eign transportation of a Mail Bag (containi ng 592 letters)
thrown by mi stake of th e New York 1'.0. upon a British Stea mer in stead of the
" H erm an " (on February 20, 1849) and paid for by the P.M. of Brem en, Germany,
at $206.79, fo r conveying sa id bag th rou gh England to Brem en .a nd refer the same to th e
Auditor to credit the P.M. of Bremen with th e above amount.

(signa tu re)
July 6, 49

It appears that the "British Packet" referred to above must have been the
Cunard Nia gara, which left Boston 21 Feb . 1849; the New York mails to Britain
would have been closed on the 20th and sent to Boston for transit. At New York
the letters should have already been mark ed and rated for the Bremen mails ,
and would ha ve, lat er, been marked in London to show the additional British
transit charges. How splendid it would be to identify one of those 592 letters!

I. George E. Hargest, Letter Post etc ., pp 19-22.
ADDENDA : THE HAWAIIAN STEAM SERVICE
KEN NETH D. GILBART

Chronicle no. 99 carried an initial article on Hawaiian Steam Service (HSS)
contract sailin gs and a listing of 37 covers with this marking. Since the time that
articl e was written, new information of significance has come to light and addi
tional covers have been reported .

Most important, the first contract sailing did com m ence 5 Sep . 1867 from
San Francisco. We quote from A Maritime Hi story of Hasoaii',

The Id aho arrived at H on olu lu on Sep t. 17. 1867 as th e " ina ugu ra l a loha sh ip" [sic]
under th e new tr eaty with th e Ca liforn ia , O regon , a nd Mex ico S.S. Co .

I. Jim Gibbs, A 1Haritime H istory of Ha waii , Shipu rrecks i71 Paradise, p. 90. Su pe rior Pub
lishing Co., 708 6th Ave. N , Sea tt le, Washington.
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ADDITIO NAL HAWAIIAN STEAM SERVICE COVERS

Year

1868

1869

H NL Postmark date Vessel A rriual date Stamps Ref·
Vessel Depa rture date SF Postmark date

3 Ap r. 15 Apr. HA # 32 + (I)
3 Apr. 17 Apr. US # 78 pro

22 jot, 5 Aug. HA #32 + (2) lot 551
22 Jul. 5 Aug. US #68

5 Oct. 18 Oct. HA #32 + (2) lot 550
5 Oct. 18 Oct. US #68

5 Oct. 18 Oct. HA #32 strip (ll)---
18 Oct.5 Oc t. of 3; no US now

5 Oct. 18 Oct. HA #32 + (4)
~ 18 Oct. US #76 pro

14 Nov. 26 Nov. HA #32 + (I)
14 Nov. 26 Nov . US #68

14 Nov. 26 Nov. US #68 (5) lot 684
14 Nov. 26 Nov.

26 Dec. 8 Jan. 69 HA #32 + (5) lot 692
26 Dec. 8 Jan. US #1l5 (6)

17 Mar. 21' Mar. HA #32 + (2) lot 553
17 Mar. ' 28 Mar. US #68

22 Apr. 6 May HA #32 (7) lot 496
22 Apr. 6 May

22 Apr. 6 May HA #32+ (8)
22 Apr. 6 May US #89

28 May 10 Jun. HA #32 + (7) lot 499
29 May II Jun. US #96

7 AUt:(. 19 Aug . HA # 32 + (9)
7 AUt:(. 19 Aug. US #96

16 Sep. (10) 27 Sep . HA # 32 pro+ (2) lot 554
16 Sep, 27 Sep . US #68

Referenc es:
I) Ishikawa coIl.
2) Wolffers Sal e, 29 Nov. -I Dec. 1978.
3) Sharbaugh coIl.
4) Kohlhepp coli .
5) Sotheb y Parke Bernet Sale, 16 Oct. 1978.
6) US sta mp apparently added.
7) Siegel Sale No. 316.
8) T ows Coil. Sale, lot 124.
9) Harris Co il. Sa le. lot 292.

10) Mr. Sha r baugh sta tes datelined enclosure is clearl y Sep. 13, 1868, and that th e HSS
oval marking was obliterated aft er postal clerk 's reali za tion th at th e cover had not a rr ived by
contract ship . He a lso notes this would be the only post-Oct, '68 usage with th e HONOLULU
U,S. POSTAGE PAl)) cds., if i t was conside red '69 usage. Arguments can be mad e that the
cover is either '68 o r '69.

This information conforms with the number of sailings paid for under terms of
th e contract and pu shes back by a month and ten da ys the beginning of the 11th
peri od discussed in the Meyer-Harri s text." Still , no HSS marking has yet been
identified on a cover which can be assigned to the first return trip, with arrival
in San Fran cisco 8 Oct. 1867.

The second half of the Hu ghes-Wilkins find of HSS covers surfaced in the
Wolffers auction of 29 Nov.-1 Dec. 1978. These covers, plus others not previously

2. Hawai i, It s Stamps lind Postal Hist ory , p. 79. Philatelic Foundation, 1948.
132 Chronicle 106 / May 1980 / Vol. 32, No.2



recorded, are listed above in the same format as th e origin al article. Th ere still
remain five sailings (through 27 Sep . 1869) not yet record ed with HSS covers;
the San Francisco arrival dates are : 8 Oct. 1867, 11 Mar. 1868, 27 Jun . 1868, 29
Jan. 1869, and 20 Feb. 1869.

A cover without the HSS marking, beari ng a "Ho nolulu 26 Nov." cds. and
a "San Francisco 10 Dec." cds. , with 1869 docketing, has been reported by Mr .
Sharbaugh. The dates agree with th e contract sailing of 28 Nov.-9 Dec. 1869. Ab
sence of the HSS marking would ind icate its use was discontinued some time
during the Sep .-Nov. 1869 period.

The author expresses his gra titude to those who pro vided th e necessary data
for this update, and would like to receive any additional notes the readers may
have on this bit of Hawaiian philately.
ADDENDUM: CHRONICLE 65-FRANKING BY STAMPS + CASH
JOHN V. WOOLLAM

George Hargest writes with regard to an 1857 15c,i rate cover to Germany,
"one of the few covers known to this editor th at clear ly indicates that the rate
was partially prepaid by stamp, and partially prepaid in cash." In Chronicle 80
anoth er example (from my collection, as it happened ) was reported by Calvet
Hahn-an 1856 24c;t ra te to England. A cover described in footnote C, Chronicle
93:94 was sent at th e 22c;t Bremen ra te to Hesson-Kassel by using a Nesbitt '54
Die 5 entire bearing notation "PAID 19, stamp 3/22." Perhaps even more scarce
are transatl antic covers to the U.S. showing similar treatment. The accompany
ing photo shows an 1849 cover from England to Philadelphia, prepaid with a
ld. red and in ms, "Paid d. 11 / stamp" with PAID SHIP and "24" in red.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We sp ecialize in cove rs of the world . We have a comprehen sive stoc k of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Speci al De liver y and othe r special usages . We usually have a few Terrl
torials an d Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (8 13) 262-6226
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THE HAMBURG AMERICAN LINE-MAIL PACKETS FROM NEW YORK
4 JANUARY 1870 TO 23 DECEMBER 1875-via PLYMOUTH

and CHERBOURG to HAMBURG
CLIFFORD L. FRIEND AND WALTER HUBBARD

(Con tinued from Ch ronicle 105:68)

28 DECEMBER 1871 TO 23 DECEMBER 1875 -on Thursdays to Plymouth,
Cherbourg and Hamburg

1871
PD H Ha ARR NY PACKET PD NY ARRP NOTES

6 Dec 23 Dec CIMBRIA 28 Dec" 7 J an (0745) see not e 9
1872

NO SAILING 4 Jan
17 do 23 8 J an SILESIA 11 Jan" 22 J an to H alifax for

coa l 4 Jan
24 do 28 13 do WEST PHA LIA 18 Jan 30 J an (0200) do 10 J an

NO SAILING 25 J an
3 J an 8 22 do H O LSATIA T u 30 Jan· 9 Feb (2345) do 19 J an

NO SAILING 1 Feb
10 do 14 29 do T H UR INGIA T u 6 Feb· 16 Feb (1900) do 26 J an

NO SAI LING 8 Feb
17 do 21 2 Feb H AMMO NI A II T u 13 Feb" 24 Feb (0930)

NO SAILING 15 Feb
31 do 3 Feb 16 do CIMBR IA 22 Feb 3 Mar (2200)

7 Feb 10 22 do ALLEMANN IA 29 Feb " 12 Mar (1700)

14 do 17 29 do SILES IA 7 Mar" 17 Mar (0730)
21 do 24 8 Mar W ESTPHALI A 14 Mar· 24 Mar (1830)
28 do 3 Ma r 15 do H O LSATIA 21 Mar 2 Ap r (0600)

6 Mar 9 24 do T HU R ING IA 28 Mar 7 Ap r (0900) do 22 Mar

13 do 16 27 do H AMMONI A II 4 Apr 15 Ap r (0110)
20 do 23 3 Apr CIM BR IA II Apr" 22 Ap r (0215)
27 do 30 10 do SILESIA 18 Ap r" 28 Ap r (1915)

3 Apr 6 17 do WEST PHALIA 25 Apr 5 May (1200)

10 do 13 24 do HOLSATIA 2 May· 12 May (2015)
17 do 20 30 do T HU R ING IA 9 May· 19 May (2300)
24 d o 27 8 Ma y H AMMONI A n 16 May· 26 May (1930)

I May 4 15 do CIM BR IA 23 May" 2 J u n (1443)
8 do II 21 do SILES IA 30 May· 9Jun (0430) sailed Id la te f . H

15 do 18 28 do W ESTPHALI A 6 Jun 16 Jun (2200)
22 do 25 4 Jun H OL SATIA 13 Jun 23 Jun (1830) sa iled Id la te f. H
29 do I .lun II do T H UR ING IA 20 Jun· 30 .lu n

5 Jun 8 20 do HAMMONIA II 27 Jun· 8 Ju1 end FY 1872

12 do 15 26 do GJMBRIA 4 Jul· 15 Jul (0530)
19 do 22 2 Jul SILESIA II Jul· 20 Jul (1200)
26 do 29 12 do VANDALIA 18 J ul· 31 Jul (0145)

3 Jul 6 16 do W ESTPHALI A 25 J ul· 4 Aug (2200)

10 do 13 23 do HOLSATIA I Aug · II Aug (1900)
17 do 20 30 do T HU R ING IA 8 Aug· 18 Aug (1800)
24 do 27 7 Aug HAMM O:'-lIA II 15 Aug · 26 Aug (1000)
31 do 3 Aug 13 do CI MBR IA 22 Aug · 2 Sep (0015)

7 Aug 9 23 do VAN DALI A 29 Aug· 11 Sep (1300)

14 do 17 27 do SILES IA 5 Sep " 15 Sep (1130)
21 do 24 4 Sep FRI SIA 12 Sep " 22 Sep FIV on th is rout e
28 do 31 10 do W ESTPHALI A 19 Sep " 29 Sep (2100)

4 Sep 7 17 do H OL SATIA 26 Sep " 6 Oct (1530)

II do 14 24 do T H UR ING IA 3 o er- 13 Oct (0730)
18 do 2 1 2 Oct HAMMONI A II 10 Oct · 21 Oct (0230)
25 do 28 10 do CI MBR IA 17 Oct · 27 Oct (2345)

2 Oct 5 15 do SILESIA 24 Oct· 3 Nov (1030)
9 do 12 22 do FRISIA 31 Oct· 10 Nov (1300)

9. Cl M BR IA 'S depart u re was re-scheduled from 26 December to mak e th e fir st Thursda y
sai ling .
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1872
PD H Ha ARRNY PACKET PD NY ARR P NOTES
16 do 19 29 do WEST PHA LIA 7 Nov· 17 Nov (1700)
23 d o 26 6 Nov H OLSATI A 14 No vs 24 Nov (1330)
30 d o 2 Nov 13 do TH UR INGIA 21 Nov> I Dec (0545)

6 Nov 9 20 do CIMBR IA 28 No v· 9 Dec (0700 )

13 do 16 2 Dec SILESIA 5 Dec· 16 Dec (1300) to H alifax for
coal 29 Nov

20 do 23 6 do FRISIA 12 Dec· 22 Dec (2100)
27 do 30 12 do W ESTPHALIA 19 Dec· 30 Dec (0430)

4 Dec 7 20 do HOLSATIA 26 Dec" 6 J an (0300)

1873
I I d o 14 28 do T HUR INGIA 2 J an· 14 J an
18 d o 21 4 Jan H AMMONI A II 9 J an· 20 J an (0020)
25 d o 28 10 d o CI MBR IA 16 J an· 26 J an (170 0)

I Jan 4 17 do SILES IA 23 Jan· 3 Feb (2300) sa iled Id lat e f. NY
8 do II 24 do FRISIA 30 J an· 9 Feb (1900)

15 do 18 2 Feb W ESTPHALIA 6 Feb 17 Feb (1100) see not e 10
22 do 25 6 do TH URINGIA 13 Feb 24 Feb (0500)
29 do I Feb 13 do HAMMONIA II 20 Feb 3 Mar (1920)

5 Feb 9 19 do CIMBRIA 27 Feb 10 Mar (1330) sa iled ld late f. NY

12 do 15 26 do SILESIA 6 Mar 17 Mar
19 d o 22 6 Mar FRISIA 13 Mar 23 Mar (1815)
26 do I Mar 13 do W ESTPHALIA 20 Mar 31 Mar (0730)

5 Mar 8 20 d o T HU R ING IA 27 Mar 6 Ap r (1200)

12 do 15 26 do H AMMONI A IT 3 Apr 15 Apr (1330)
25 do 28 8 Ap r HOLSATIA 10 Ap r 22 Apr sa ile d 2d lat e f. NY
26 do 29 9 do SILES IA 17 Ap r 28 Apr (0730)

2 Apr 5 15 do FRISIA 24 Ap r 4 May (1730)

9 do 12 22 do WESTP H ALI A I Ma y II Ma y (15 15)
16 do 19 30 d o T HUR IN G IA 8 Ma y 19 May (0130)
23 do 26 7 May H AMMONI A II 15 Ma y 26 Ma y (0200)
30 do 3 Ma v I4 do HOLSATIA 22 Ma y I Jlln (1100)

7 May 10 20 d o SILESIA 29 May 8 J u n ( ISOO)

14 d o 17 28 do FR ISIA 5 J u n 16 Jlln (0200)
21 do 24 4 Jlln W ESTPH ALIA 12 J un 22 J u n (1730)
28 d o 31 10 do T H U R ING IA 19 J 1ln 29 Jlln (2 130)

4 Jun 7 19 do C:IMBRIA 26 J UII 7 Jil l (0500) end FY 1873

II do 14 25 do H AMMONIA IT 3 Jul 13 Jil l (0715)
18 do 21 2 Jul HOLSATIA 10 .luI 20 .1 11 1 (1030)
25 d o 28 9 do SILES IA 17 Jill 28 .1111 (0230)

2 Jul 5 16 do FRISIA 24 jut 3 Aug (1530)
9 do 12 23 do WESTPHALIA 31 Jul 10 Au g (1300)

16 do 19 29 do TH URINGIA 7 Aug 17 Allg (1000)
23 do 26 6 Aug CIMBR IA 14 Allg 25 Aug
30 do 2 Aug 14 do HAMMONIA IT 21 Aug 3 Sep

6 Aug 10 21 do HOLSATIA 28 Aug 7 Sep (1700)

13 do 16 28 do SI LESIA 4 Scp 14 Sep (2030)
20 do 23 3 Sep F RIS IA I I Sep 2 1 Sep (2200)
27 do 30 9 do W ESTPHALIA 18 Sep 29 Sep

3 Sep 6 17 do T HU R INGIA 25 Scp 5 Oct

10 do 13 25 do CIMBR IA 2 O ct 13 O ct
17 do 21 30 d o HOLSATIA 9 O ct 20 Oct (0445)
24 do 27 7 Oct SILES IA 16 O ct 27 O ct (a .m .)

I Oct 4 16 d o FRISIA 23 Oct 2 Nov (p .m .)
8 d o II 22 do W ESTPHALIA 30 Oct 10 Nov (0630)

15 do 18 28 do THURINGIA 6 Nov 17 Nov (1030)
22 d o 26 6 No v CIMBR IA 13 Nov 24 Nov (1200)
29 d o 2 Nov 13 do H O LSATIA 20 Nov H 2 Dec

5 Nov 8 19 do SILESIA 27 Nov 7 Dec (1430)

10. MANH ATTA N . of the Guion Line . arr ived too lat e a t Ne w York to sa il with the
Wednesda y mails on 22 J an uary. so the y were ad ded to WESTPH ALIA 's. She carried 207 bags
of wh ich she landed 154-wcll above th e average. They were desp a tch ed from Pl ym outh by
ex p ress tr ain a t 1415 hI'S " for London a nd th e Nort h ."
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1873
PD H Ha ARR NY PACKET PD NY ARR P NOTES
12 do 16 26 do FRISIA 4 Dec 15 Dec (0430)
19 do 23 5 Dec WESTPHALIA II Dec 21 Dec (1720)
26 do 29 10 do TH URI NGIA 18 Dec 28 Dec (1300)

3 Dec 6 18 do POMMERANIA 25 Dec 5 Jan (0500) F/V

1874
10 do 14 26 do HOLSATIA I Jan 11 Jan (1200)
17 do 20 2 Jan CIMBRIA 8 Jan 19 Jan
24 do 27 10 do HAMMONIA II 15 Jan 25 Jan (1830)
31 do 3 Jan 15 do SILESIA 22 Jan I Feb (1430)
7 Jan 10 21 do FRISIA 29 Jan 8 Feb (1130)

14 do 17 29 do WESTPHALIA 5 Feb 15 Feb (1200)
21 do 24 4 Feb THURINGIA 12 Feb 22 Feb (0630)
28 do 31 11 do POMMERANIA 19 Feb I Mar (1900)
4 Feb 7 19 do HOLSATIA 26 Feb 8 Mar (1830)

11 do 14 28 do HAMMONIA II 5 Mar 16 Mar
NO SAILING 12 Mar

25 do 28 11 Mar FRISIA 19 Mar 30 Mar (0130)
4 Mar 7 18 do THURINGIA 26 Mar 5 Apr (0800)

11 do 14 25 do WESTPHALIA 2 Apr 12 Apr (1530)
18 do 21 2 Apr POMMERANIA 9 Apr 19 Apr (2000)
25 do 28 10 do HOLSATIA 16 Apr 26 Apr (1530)

I Apr 3 17 do HAMMONIA II 23 Apr 4 May (1515)
8 do 11 23 do FRISIA 30 Apr 10 May (1700)

15 do 18 30 do THURINGIA 7 May 17 May (2200)
22 do 25 6 May WESTPHALIA 14 May 25 May (0100)
29 do 2 May 12 do POMMERANIA 21 May 31 Ma y (1645)

6 Ma y 9 20 do HOLSATIA 28 May 7 Jun (0715)

13 do 16 26 do SILESIA 4 Jun 14 Jun (2400)
20 do 23 3 Jun FRISIA 11 Jun 21 Jun (2200)
27 do 30 10 do TH URINGIA 18 Jun 28 Jun (1400)
3 Jun 6 17 do WESTPHALIA 25 Jun 6 Jul (0030) end FY 1874

10 do 13 24 do POMMERANIA 2 Jul 12 Jul (2145)
17 do 20 I Jul HOLSATIA 9 Jul 19 Jul (0930)
24 do 27 8 do SILESIA 16 Jul 27 Jul (0100)

1 Jul 4 16 do HAMMONIA II 23 jut 3 Aug (2200)
8 do 12 22 do FRISIA 30 Jul 9 Aug (1600)

15 do 18 29 do THURINGIA 6 Aug 16 Aug (1545)
22 do 25 5 Aug WESTPHALIA 13 Aug see note I I
29 do 1 Aug 12 do POMMERANIA 20 Aug 30 Aug

5 Aug 7 19 do HOLSATIA 27 Aug 6 Sep (1930)

12 do 15 27 do CIMBRIA 3 Sep 14 Sep (1500)
19 do 22 2 Sep HAMMONIA II 10 Sep 20 Sep (1940)
26 do 29 9 do FRISIA 17 Sep 28 Sep (0195)

2 Sep 5 16 do THURINGIA 24 Sep 4 Oct (2130)

9 do 12 23 do POMMERANIA I Oct 11 Oct (1100)
16 do 19 29 do SILESIA 8 Oct 18 Oct (1330)
23 do 26 6 Oct HOLSATIA 15 Oct 25 Oct (0930)
30 do 3 Oct 15 do CIMBRIA 22 Oct 1 Nov (2300)
7 Oct 10 22 do FRISIA 29 Oct 8 Nov (1245)

14 do 17 28 do THURINGIA 5 Nov 16 Nov (0930)
21 do 25 6 Nov SUEVIA 12 Nov 24 Nov (0115) F/V
28 do 1 Nov 13 do WESTPHALIA 19 Nov 29 Nov (1615) sailed Id late f. H
4 Nov 7 17 do POMMERANIA 26 Nov 6 Dec (0810)

11 do 14 26 do SILESIA 3 Dec 13 Dec (1300)
18 do 21 3 Dec HOLSATIA 10 Dec 20 Dec (0945)
25 do 31 11 do CIMBRIA 17 Dec 27 Dec (1900)

2 Dec 5 17 do FRISIA 24 Dec 3 Jan (1320)
9 do 12 23 do WESTPHALIA 31 Dec 11 Jan (2015)

II. En ro u te to Pl ymouth , WESTPHALIA 's main shaft broke on 24 August and she was
towed into Queenstown by th e Spanish steamer Parlee on 28 August. She did not arrive at
Hamburg until 20 Octob er.
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1875

PD H Ha ARRNY PACKET PDNY ARR P NOTES
NO SAILING 7 Jan

16 do 19 4 Jan SUEVIA 14 Jan 25 Jan (0930)
23 do 26 7 do POMMERANIA 21 Jan 31 Jan (1000)

7 Jan 10 22 do SILESIA 28 Jan 8 Feb (0745)

13 do 17 31 do HOLSATIA 4 Feb 14 Feb
20 do 23 5 Feb CIMBRIA II Feb 22 Feb (1000)

NO SAILING 18 Feb
3 Feb 6 18 do FRISIA 25 Feb 8 Mar (1200)

10 do 13 26 do SUEVIA 4 Mar 15 Mar (2100) sailed ld late f. H
17 do 20 3 Mar POMMERANIA II Mar 21 Mar (2150)
24 do 27 9 do SILESIA 18 Mar 28 Mar (1820) L/V to Ha and

NY; laid up until
1877

3 Mar 12 23 do HOLSATIA 25 Mar 5 Apr (1515) sailed 6d la te f. H
& Id la te f. NY

10 do 13 23 do CIMBRIA 1 Apr 12 Apr (0900)
17 do 20 I Apr WESTPHALIA 8 Apr 20 Apr (0045)
24 do 27 6 do FRISIA 15 Apr 25 Apr (1245)
31 do 3 Apr 15 do SUEVIA 22 Apr 3 May (1100) sailed Id late f. H
7 Apr 10 20 do POMMERANIA 29 Apr 9 May (1230) see note 12

14 do 17 28 do HOLSATIA 6 May 17 May (1700) L/V to NY until
1878

21 do 24 6 May CIMBRIA 13 May 24 Ma y (0030)
28 do 1 May 13 do WESTPHALIA 20 May 31 May (0930) L/V to NY until

1879
5 May 8 18 do FRISIA 27 May 6 Jun (1240)

12 do 15 28 do TH URINGIA 3 Jun 13 Jun (1330)
19 do 22 I Jun POMMERANIA 10 j un 20 Jun (1645)
26 do 29 9 do GELLERT 17 Jun 27 .lun (1615) FIV-ex Eagle Line
2 Jun 5 16 do SUEVIA 24 Jun 5 Jul end FY 1875

9 do 12 25 do HERDER 1 Jul 11 Jul (1730) ex Eagle Line;
see note 13

16 do 19 30 do CIMBRIA 8 Jul 18 Jul (1630)
23 do 26 7 Jul KLOPSTOCK 15 Jul 18 Jul (1630) ex Eagle Line
30 do 3 Jul 13 do FRISIA 22 JuI 2 Aug (1145)
7 Jul 10 21 do WIELAND 29 Jul 8 Aug (1400) FIV-ex Eagle Li ne

14 do 17 27 do POMMERANIA 5 Aug 16 Aug (1430)
21 do 24 4 Aug SUEVIA 12 Aug 23 Aug (1245)
28 do 31 10 do GELLERT 19 Aug 29 Aug
4 Aug 7 17 do CIMBRIA 26 Aug 6 Sep (0130)

11 do 14 26 do KLOPSTOCK 2 Sep 13 Sep called at Cherbourg
15 Aug for repairs

18 do 21 1 Sep FRISIA 9 Sep 19 Sep (1700)
25 do 28 7 do WIELAND 16 Sep 26 Sep

1 Sep 4 14 do POMMERANIA 23 Sep 3 Oct (1215)
8 do II 22 do SUEVIA 30 Sep 9 Oct (1800)

15 do 18 28 do GELLERT 7 Oct 16 Oct
22 do 25 7 Oct HAMMONIA II 14 Oct 24 Oct (1945) First voyage on this

ro ute for over a
year

29 do 2 Oct 14 do KLOPSTOCK 21 Oc t 3 Nov (0400) rough passage both
directions

6 Oct 9 20 do FRISIA 28 Oct 8 Nov (1400)

12. POMMERANIA picked up the mails sa lvaged from th e wreck of SCHILLER, of th e
Eagle Line, on 7 May. The Hamburg American Lin e officially took over the assets of the Eagle
Line on 24 April 1875.

13. The General Postal Union rate of 5 cents (per Y2 oz) became effective 1 July.
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1875
PD H Ha ARR NY PACKET PD NY ARK P NOTES
13 do 16 27 do WI ELAND 4 Nov 15 Nov (0500)
20 do 23 2 No v POl\ll\lERA NIA I I Nov 21 Nov (1615)
27 do 30 12 do SUEVIA 18 Nov 29 Nov (1500)

3 Nov 9 21 do GELLERT 25 Nov 5 Dec (1700) rough westbound
trip

IO do 13 26 do HERDER 2 Dec 15 Dec (0600)
17 do 21 5 Dec KLOP STOCK 9 Dec 21 Dec (0700) L/ V; rou gh

westbound trip
24 do 27 7 do FRISIA 16 Dec 26 Dec

I Dec 4 15 do WIELAND 23 Dec 2 Jan
8 do II 23 do POl\lM ERANI A 30 Dec see note 14

14. POMM ER ANIA, schedu led for 30 December. was purposely delayed until I J anua ry
in ord er to take out th e mail s normall y carried by th e North Germa n Lloyd Lin e.

Referen ces 1869·1876
An nual Reports of the United Stat es Postm aster Genera l : Lloyds List : The New York Dail y

T'ribun e : T he New York T im es : Th e Times : T he Un ited States Ma il and Post Office
Assista nt (to Sep tember 1872) .

N. R. P. Bon ser : North A tlant ic Seaway (1955 Edi tion) , pp . 127-9.
WANTED TO PURCHASE
19th Century - U.S. Covers: First Days, 1851-61 Period,
1861-1869 Period, The Bank Note Period, Fancy Can
cellations on Cover. Please send list or descriptions of
what you have to offer.

JOHN J. BRENNAN JR.
P.O. Box 433

Elmw ood Park, N.J . 07407
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
us. MAIL AND POST OFFICE ASSIST
ANT. Two volume reprint by the Col
lector s' Club of Chicago . 577 pp . Price
$325.00. Henry Chlanda , Box 1531, Wall
St. Sta., New York. N.Y. 10005.
- -- _. ---_._ - - - - - - - --
WANTED: POSTAL LAWS AND REGU
LATIONS books. ori ginal copies before
1843, a lso any 1855-1873. Theron Wierenga,
Box 2007, Holl and, MI 49423.

. _ - - - - _ .

WANTED: MICHIGAN COVERS, sta mp
less to 1890. One or 100. L . H . Lewis, 325
So . J efferson, Marshall , Mich. 49068

TYLER, Julia Gardiner- survived Pres.
T yler for 29 years Iiving in the south dur
ing the Civil War. Wanted letters & en
velopes by her with U . S . or Confederate
stamps. Al so wa n ted covers franked by
Julia Grant, widow of P res. Grant. C. C.
Hart, 2700 Verona Rd., Shawnee Mission,
K ans. 66208.

WANTED: NEW JERSEY material. Can
use most any th in g; will trade or buy,
(Per fins on cover also). P lease send priced
or what you want. Paul J acks on , Box 231,
Raritan, N.J , 08869.

WH Y NOT sell your better Black Jack
covers at a uct ion prices, to a collector?
Robert G . McClellan, Box 563, North
brook, IL 60062.

WANTED: Petersburg, Va ., covers
sta mpless, classics, Confederate. Also Vir
gini a sta mpless to 1845. Toby Tobias, 130
No. Hamilton Dr. , Beverly Hills, Cal.
90211.

._ - - - ----- ---
YOUR AD HERE FOR

SOc a line . Send with payment
to Dale R. Pulver, 7725 Beaver
Creek Dr., Mentor, Ohio 44060.
Next Deadline June 15.
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or in p erson .

.. .Bid by
Phone , by Ma i l ,

... Na cha rg e
for e xecu t ing

b ids .

BUYER OR SELLER
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION
S~

~~ ·~"~~!lp.triaUY
\J. ..~. " .. ~ ~llt

V ~l1tria1i!lt!l®

Schiff Auctions Feature:
• Singles &Blocks • Coils &Booklets • Plate Blocks
• Postal History • Major Errors • Freaks & Varieties
• First Day Covers • Wholesale lots • Collections

U.S., U.N. " and FOREIGN STAMPS

BUYERS:

A premium 0110% ISadded to
the "H arnrner" price as part 01
the total purchase price

TO SECURE OUR NEXT
AUCTION CATALOG
REMIT 75' (o r) $ 1.50 FOR
CATALOG AND PRICES
REALIZED . I· Y EA R
SUBSCRIPTION $8 .50
U ,S. (O VERSEA S$ 12.50) .

SELLERS:

O ur commission is on ly 10%
01 pr ic e rea lized · no loll in g
cha rg e s, b u t we do ha ve
m in imum s acceptable .
Co ntact us, descr ib ing you r
mater ia l belore sen di ng i t to
us . We can help yo u decide
w hethe r to se l l o utr ig h t o r on
consignment . W i th yo u r
descr ipt io n , in cl ud e your
address and tel ep ho ne no .

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT!
"HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN A STAMI' AUCTION"

Sth Edition - lII... tn:rted 32_ve look
p,epGted to ",,"t Iv,.,. or Sellen - 50,

Jjacqueg ~.~cl)iff. Jjr ..31nc'.
Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers £. Established 1U7

195 MOIn 51. Ridgef ie ld Po rk , N .J . 07660 Tele . (20 1) 6 41·5566 . f r om N .Y.C. 662 ·2777
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
The problem covers in the last issue were to and from E ngland, and were
selected (as was th e new problem cover in Fi gure 3) in honor of the In ternational
Stamp Exhibition bein g held in London 6-14 May, at about the time you will be
reading these pages.

ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 105

Keys to interpretation of th e cover shown in F igure 1 are the origin and the
date. This fold ed letter was mailed from England during th e period of U.S. re
taliatory rat es. Legislation authorizing retailiatory charges was passed Jun e 27,
1848; th e first section of th e Act (quoted by Ashbrook, Stamps, Jun e 19, 1948,
and by Hargest , Letter Post Comm unication, p. 25) provided:

That th e Postmaster Gen eral . under th e d irection of th e President of the United States,
be and he is hereb y authorized an d empowered to cha rge u pon , and collect from , all
le tt er s and other mail abl e mat ter carried to or from any port of the United States,
in any foreign packet shi p or ot her vesse l. the same ra te or rat es of cha rge for Am er ican
postage. which th e government to which suc h foreign pack et or othe r vessel belongs
imposes upon letters or o ther mailabl e matter conveyed to or fro m such foreign country
in American p acket or o ther vessels, as th e pos tage of suc h gove r nmen t, and a t any time
to rev oke the sam e.

It should be po inted out th at neither Britain nor the Cun ard service wa s
spe cifie d in th e legislati on; rather it was cunningly worded so th at only British
vessel s were affec ted.

Figure 1. Cover from Liverpool by the "Sarah Sands" to N"w Yorl< in 1848.

The Sarah Sands was an iron screw steamer launched in September 1846
and chartered to th e Red Cross Lin e for the Liverp ool-New York run. In 1850
she served on th e San Francisco-Panama route (Bonser, N orth At lantic Seaway ,
1975 ed., I, 184-5).

The sta mps prep aid the British outward ship lett er fee of 8d at Liverp ool
on th e cover shown, which was formerly in the Lester Down ing collection, where
it was described as follo ws:

There was an enclos ur e in th e letter wh ich brought th e weight of the letter to more
than half an ou nce whic h was not accou nted for by the Li verp ool post office . On ar-
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rival at New York it was first rated a single rate and accord ing to th e Reprisal Act,
charged an equ al amount to tha t charged in England, 16 cents, bu t was th en found to
be over ha lf an ounce, the 16 cents crossed out and 32 cents collected on delivery.

Ret aliatory charges were usually associa ted with mail carried by Cunard
contract packets, but applied as well to other ships of British registry, as the
phrase in the Act, "foreign packet ship or other vessel ," clearly shows.

Figu re 2. From 5an Francisco to Liver pool in 1853 with p air and bisect of th e 12 j!.

Figure 2 shows a very valuable cover from th e Casp ary collection, lot
#577 in the Harmer auction, with 2 1;2 copi es of th e 12¢ imperf of 1851. A half
doz en readers came up wth the correct analysis th at the :30¢ was a 1¢ over
payment. James Pratt and Robert Meyersburg wrote in, as did Victor Krievins
with these comments:

This cover is genuine in all respects. It was mail ed from the W est Coast to Eng
land, and took th e 29¢ Pacifi c Coast rat e , in effect from July I , 1851-Jnly I , 1863.
This ra te was lat er red uced to 24¢. The 30¢ postage paid in stamps was an ove rpay 
ment of the 29¢ rate by I¢. 12¢ 1851s were bisected for use on mail wh en th e Post
Office in San Francisco began runnin g shor t of 3¢ sta m ps and was most lik ely al so
sho r t of I ¢ sta mps. This sho rtage IS said to have occu red sometime during August 1853.
The "19 " is the U.S. cred it to Grea t Brita in for a lett er posted in the U.S. (16¢ Br,
Packet & 3¢ Br . Inland). Prep ayment of th e 29¢ rat e was op tio na l. By order of the
Postmaster Gen eral on November 10, 1853, stamps which were bi sected wer e not to be
recognized and if this lett er h ad been mailed af ter th en , it might have been "due " .
FURTHER NOTES ON PCM

Will those readers interested in transatl ant ic rates kindlv refer back to
Figure 1 on page 69 of Chronicle 104. One of the problems of the Cover Corner
is that answers come in afte r the next issue is at the printing shop. On e such
"Too Lat e" answer on this cover came in from Dave Anderson. In addition,
Allan Radin has written some interesting supplem entary comments as follows;

The Prussian closed mail ra te is conventional and some wha t fict itious in tha t sea
conveyance, and Brit ish and Belgian transit , in closed hags, wer e not paid on a per
letter basis but rather per ou nce of th e net weight in th e hags.

The effec t ive reduc tion in the PCM intern ati ona l ra te , on ly whe n pre pa id, from
30¢ to 28¢ was not the resu lt of th e U.S. in terna l postag e c leme n t bein g red uced fro m
5¢ to 3¢, bu t ra the r th e resu lt of the Br iti sh bulk tra ns it cha rge being re duced fro m
171;2¢ per ou nce to 121;2¢ per ounce.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 3. Combinat ion cover from Toronto 10 london in May 1851.

Figu re 3 shows a spectacular cove r bear ing a 3 pence beaver of Canada and
strip of five of th e 5¢ 1847. Wi ll severa l readers please try to explain the ra tes
and routing involved. I don't know if the cover still is in London, but have heard
th at it was sold to a prom inent collector for a price about equal to the current
one for a nice blo ck of the 24¢ airmail invert.

Figure 4. N. YORK STEAMSHIP poslmark lying 3, 8anknole to cover 10 Canada .

Fi gure 4 shows a cover with 3¢ bank note killed with "I\'. YORK STEM,'I
SHIP" to Canad a. The back of the enve lope bears only a Chateauguay Basin
receivin g mark with MR 18 and wha t could be '73 or 75 or perhaps '76. The
"4" on front is crossed out. The spelling of the ship nam e is difficu lt to de
termine, and a search by the owner of the cover for a ship with such a name was
fruitless. Please explain the usage and ms. charges.

Please send your answers and any candidates for future problem covers
promptly to the Cincinnati P.O. Box.
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~~~~~~~I Borrow with confidence I
1lIl In any emergency, borrow I

the money you need at I

I·Edelman's. Use your collec- IM tion as collateral and still
retain complete ownership. .

~ At Edelman's, you can rN.
:Ill obtain quick, confidential ~

~
. " loans for any amount up ~

~Vi to 80% of the value of I
~ your properties - from
~ $50 to $50,000 and more.
~ ~rite t?day for further ~
~ information. •

I ~i J.;~;~;~;;:~ I
L;;;;;;;d
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1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDI NG ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hill., N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.
Philatelic Classics Society
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS - uSPcs - SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA - uscc - APC

Phone:513/831~781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN

AND CONFEDERATE COVERS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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THE COLONIAL POSTAL SYSTEMS AND
POSTAGE STAMPS OF VANCOUVER ISLAND

AND BRITISH COLUMBIA 1849-1871
Alfred Stanley Deaville

~\CTORI1
PAID. ·
V. I. D

This classic work was originally publ ished in 1928 as Memoir No . VIII of the Arc
hives of British Columbia by the Provincial Library at Victoria , British Columbia.
The work has 10 Chapters, 5 Appendices and 14 Plates.

Chapter subjects covered are : The Pre-Co lon ial Period, 1774-1848; Postal Affairs
in the Colony 1849-1858; First Efforts to Establish Overseas Postal Connection w ith
Britain; Institution of Colon ial Postal Services and Letter-Carrying Activities of the
Express Operators; Postage Stamp of 1860; Stamps of 1865 and 1868-71 .

The Appendices cover Colonial Hand-Stamp Postal Franks, Numeral Postmarks, Notes
on Philatelic Relations, Reference List of Stamps and the British Columbia Postal
Ordinance of 1864.

This Reprint encompasses 232 pages hardbound in buc kram. It should be welcomed
in the specialists Library since the original edition is qui te scarce .

$35.00 POSTPAID

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
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.,
HARMERS
New York

-
- Fortieth Year-

JUNE AUCTIONS -
UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY

June 3, 4
This outstanding collection, offered on behalf of the Colby Homestead Trust, is
excellently represented from the 1845 to the 1869 issues and includes Post Masters'
Provisionals with the rare Millbury and Brattleboro, Vt. cancels. Also included are
Patriotics, Confederates, P.O.W.s and Express Covers.

THE "QUALITY" COLLECTION OF UNITED STATES
June 5

A superb collection of exceptional quality. Just over 400 lots of classic issues, the
vast majority unused. Comprising blocks, grills, Special Printings, Re-issues . Over
100 items with Philatelic Foundation Certificates.

UNITED STATES
June 17, 18

An excellent offering of 19th & 20th Century classics and rarities including a Spec
ialized Collection of Scott 400s.

THE "ARNOLD D. FRESE" COLLECTION OF UNITED STATES
June 25, 26

A fabulous offering of early U.S. issues. While well represented throughout the 19th
Century, the selection of Plate Blocks and sheets is without doubt the strength of
this collection.

The above four auc tions totalling an estimated $2,500,000 cover virtually all areas
of interest to collectors and investors in United States philate ly.

The fully illustrated catalogues will be available approximately
three weeks prior to each auction gratis at our New 'York: and
San Francisco Galleries or for $1 each by mail.

Enlure copiel of thele cataloguel nowl

HARMERS of New York 11l£
6 WEST 48TH STREET, NY 10036

Telephone: (212) 757-4460 (3 lines) Cable: Harmenale, New York

New York - San Francisco - London - Sydney
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