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AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE
OFFERS

GUARANTEED AUCTION REALIZATION

BACKED WITH 100% CASH ADVANCE

For the first time an auction house will guarantee the minimum net you will receive

from sale at auction and immediately advance this sum to you at no interest charge.

The only charge to you is a 10% commission on what your collection
realized at auction. (The buyer also pays a 10% buyers premium.)

When you sell your collection at auction you should and can have Immecfl... e.th.

Enjoy both the advantage of immediate cash based on current market value, and

any accrual in value that occurs in a fast moving market by sale time.

Well over one million dollars has been advanced on properties secured in our bank

vaults scheduled for upcoming sales . Your consignment will be in excellent companyl

Why not join the satisfied lind instantly enriched sellers who believe In dealing with

America's # 1 firm.

Sell your collection through the auction house first in prestige, first in dollar volume.

Our auctions have realized over $10 million during the first five months of 1980.

120 EAST 56 STRrn

NEW YORK, NY 10022

PHONE (212),753-6421

ESTABLISHED 50 YEARS



PREPARING FOR THE NEW SEASON

A full programme for 1980-81 features sales in London , Bournemouth ,

Basle, Bermuda , Geneva and Zurich . These will include specialised Great

Brita in, British Commonwea lth, Ge ne ra l collections , Postal History, Revenues

and other Cinderella material includ ing Essays, Proofs and Railway stamps.

Suitable material can always be accepted for inclusion in an appropriate

sale.

A subscription rate ca rd for all our auctions w ill gladly be supplied, also

our brochure detailing our service:

SELLING YOUR STAMPS

If your collecting interests are limited to not more than three countries,

you may be interested in our:

BUSY BUYERS SERVICE

which is especially designed for collectors who do not need to see the full

range of our catalogues.

Details from: Mrs. Linda Gulliver, The Auction House, 39 Poole Hill, Bourne

mouth BH2 5PX, England

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

....
"""-

T he

Cables: "Stamps London SW1", Telex: 915410, V.A.T.No. 239/4486/31
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U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding
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ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS
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Sat isfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Pay men t Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly In Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. by the U. S. Philatelic Classics
Soci et y, Inc.. at 2030 Glen mo nt Ave.. N. W., Canton, Oh io 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton,
Oh io 44711 and additional mailing office . Subscription price $16.00. Printed in U.S.A.
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Kaufmann's

Buyers of
Quality
Stamps
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Collections

Shown are some of the
"gems" recently sold in
our public auctions.

f
JohnW.

umann

Stamps for sale?
Useour toll-free hot line . . . call

800-424-9519

More and more collectors, investorsand dealers
are fuming to Kaufmann's when Irs time to sell
the ir stamps.
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Kaufmann's isalways in need of quality material.
You have the choice of cash payment or con
signment to our monthly public auctions.

Write or phone for a free copy of our brochure on
seiling your stamps .
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
It is always pleasant to report honors to our friends and members, especially
when as richl y deserved as these not ed here. Th e American Philat elic Society
is presenting the 1980 Luff Award for contributions to philat ely to Robson Lowe
for his many years-sixty glorious ones- of dedicated serv ice. George E. Hargest
is receiving the Luff Award for philatelic research for his stu dies and publica
tions on th e transatl antic mails. Congratulati ons, gentlemen, and well done.

The current issue is a mixture that should appeal to many interes ts. The
stam p enthusiast will find valuable informa tion in Robert R. Hegland's descrip
tions and diagrams of slips on the 3¢ 1857 plates. H. L. Hosmer advances a new
interpretation of the plate numbering for the same issue. Willi am K. Herzog
provid es additional information on th e 3¢ 1861 "Z" grill and th e 10¢ TAG va
riety. Richard Searing discusses th e use of th e small 90¢ bank not e stamp, an
issue not previously considered in this journal.

The Foreign Mails section presents a vari ety of int eresting topics, including
several short commentaries by John V. Wo ollam updatin g past Chronicle articles.
Charles J. Starnes discusses newspap er ra tes and regul ati ons under the PCM
service. The schedules, rou tes, and activities of Cunard mail stea mers du ring
1870-75 are outlined by Walter Hubbard as intro duction to th e Sailing Lists
for these years, which begin in this issue .

Covers from Sherman's army on its march through Georgia are the sub jects
of articles by Kenneth A. Whittle and Richard B. Graham. In th e 1869 sect ion
Willi am K. Herzog discuss es covers illustrating rates and services to France in
the confused period just before and afte r expira tion of the 1857 convention.
Philip T . W all makes his choice of th e five most not abl e covers bearing the 5¢
New York.

The Cover Comer analyzes several puzzling covers , among them a spectacu
lar 5¢ 1847 cover. Last (but I hope not least ) my article about the unusual 1847
covers in th e Swift correspondence appears in the 1847 section.
Literature Notes

Two recent Quarterman reprints have special merit. The Colonial Postal
Syst ems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia 1849
1871 by Alfred Stanley Deaville was first published in 1928 and is based on
archival sources. British Columbia was largely dependent on the United States
for outside communications, so this volume contains much of interest to U.S.
collectors, especially those interested in Westerns and Expresses. Recommended
as a basic source.

Th e Transatlantic Mail by Frank Staff appeared in 1956; the Quarterman
reprint contains a new foreword by the author and a few minor textual changes.
Staff covers the period from about 1600 to th e lat e 19th century. The history of
th e pre-treaty period, with th e early packets, the dominance of the ship letter,
and the emerge nce of the ocean-goi ng stea mshi p, is engrossingly told. Staff also
furnishes a fine introduction to the complex tr eaty arrangements and the man y
shipping lines that develop ed in the latter half of the 19th century. I consider
Frank Staffs Th e Transatlantic Mail, along with Alan W. Robertson's Maritim e
Postal History of the British Isles, and George E. Hargest's Letter Post Comnfuni
cation, an indispensable reference in this field .

Either title is $35.00 and may be obtained from the publisher and many
dealers.
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
THE FIVE MOST OUTSTANDING NEW YORK
POSTMASTER'S PROVrSIONAL COVERS

PHRIP T. WALL
Each and .every collector and dealer has his or her candidate for the most

outstanding U.S. cover bearing regularly issued adhesive stamps. Seldom if
ever is there agreement as to which cover should rank number one. Stanley B.
Ashbrook wrote that a particular 1¢ 1851 cover with a strip of three (Scott 5,
6a, 6a) on cover postmarked Richmond, Virginia, July 5 (1851) ranked number
one. Dr. Carroll Chase reportedly said that a 3¢ 1851 cover with a horizontal
pair of Scott 11 in the upper left comer and addressed to a Miss Eliza Dawson
in New York should head the list (this last cover just happened to also bear
two other stamps; i.e., Hawaii Scott 1 and 21). Philip H. Ward, Jr ., considered
a cover addressed to our Minister in Paris , France, with a horizontal strip of
six of the 10¢ 1847 issue as "the most important cover known to American
Philately." Ad infinitum.

When we consider U.S. Postmasters' Provisional covers, there are again
widely diverse opinions as to which cover should be considered number one.
My own choice is the famou s cover to Ogdensburgh, New York, which has a
block of nine and a strip of three of the New York Postmaster's Provisional
(Figure 1). Th is cover, which is addressed to a Louis Hasbrouck, was dis
covered in early 1952 by a Ogdensburgh businessman who had purchased a
large quantity of letters and business papers from the Hasbrouck estate. Louis
Hasbrouck was in the real estate and insurance business in the 1845-47 period
and it is believed the Cover contained insurance papers. Full detail s of the dis
covery of this cover may be found in the June 14 and September 20, 1952, is
sues of Stamps.

\ H.,.".." R-'. I Co.. 1ftC.
UO Fifth A". .. N. Y. ]6

'~

Flgur. 1. This sp.etlcular s.xtupl. rlt. cover w.. Plrt of I find mlde In 1952.

The Ogdensburgh cover was consigned to Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc.,
and placed in that firm 's September 23-25, 1952, auction where it was sold to
Ezra D. Cole, acting as agent for the Raymond H. Weill Company, for $3,750.
The Weill firm kept the cover for approximately two years and then sold it
for a price which now escapes the memory of both brothers. This same firm re
purchased the cover in 1969 for just und er $20,000. It remained in the stock of
the Weill firm until July 5, 1978, when it was traded for other material at which
time it was valued at $37,000. Roger G. Weill, who furnished the photograph
for Figure 1, wrote me in March of 1980 he considered its value at that time
to be $95,000.
152 Chronicle 107 / August 1980 / Vol. 112. No. 11



Wh en I visited New Orleans in 1974 I was afforded an opportunity to
examine this cover which pays the sextuplicate rate for over 300 miles. The
stamps are cancelled by black ink pen strokes and are from plate positions 21-23,
26-28 and 31-33 in the block of nine and from positions 36-38 in the strip of
three. I believe the stamps were originally a block of twelve (3x4) but the
bottom three stamps had been severed so that all twelve stamps would more
conveniently fit on the front of the folded cover . All of the stamps have four
full margins and are sound except position 36 which is cut into at the left.
There were also three pairs of 9X1 on cover in the Hasbrouck find. Two of
these covers have file folds through one of the stamps, but the finest one with
a horizontal pair from plate positions 18-19 is a beautiful cover and realized a
hammer price of $7,000 as lot 1 in the Stanley Gibbon Ltd. May 1980 sale of
part of the Marc Haas collection.

There are numerous covers to be considered in selecting the next four most
outstanding 9X1 covers. Some collectors prefer covers with rare cancellations,
others choose covers because of their usage-usually to out of the way foreign
destinations, while still others place the highest premium on covers showing
multiple rates. I have always preferred covers depicting multiple rates and my
choices below all fall into this category.

FIg..,. 2. Ono of two known cov... with 9Xlc-lnltlllocl "MMJr." Only th... ouch copl.. "" rocordocl.

Strange as it may seem, I find no record of a 9X1b (initials RHM) cover
bearing two or more stamps. Likewise, there is no record of a 9X1d (without
initials) cover having two or more stamps. There is one recorded example of
a 9X1a (blue paper) pair on cover (Newbury Part I, lot 22-Siegel #240, May
17-18, 1961) that has been certified by the Philatelic Foundation, and one
example of 9X1c (initials MMJr) pair on cover that has been authenticated
by the Philatelic Foundation. Of these two covers I consider the "MMJr" far
rarer because it represents two of the three known copies of this stamp that
are initialed "MMJr" (9X1c) whereas there are at least a half dozen covers
with 9X1a plus three unused copies , and no fewer than 30 to 35 used stamps
including three horizontal pairs .

The cover in Figure 2 is addressed to Elder Alexander Campbell, one of
the founders of the Disciples of Christ Church, when he lived at Bethany,
Virginia-now West Virginia. It is postmarked 16 Feb. (probably 1847). This
cover-actually a reduced cover front-was found in early 1933 by Spencer
Anderson, a prominent New York dealer of that period . Its discovery was written
up by George B. Sloane in the March 18, 1933, issue of Stamps. As as result
of Sloane's article the only other example of 9X1c that has ever been found
Chronicle 107 / August 1980 / Vol. 32. No.3 153



was discovered shortly thereafter and reported in the April 1, 1933, issue of
Stamps. The second cover has a single 9X1c on cover tied by a red grid and
is addressed to Rev. James Jackson , P.M., Pompton, New Jersey. It is post
marked March 2 (1847) . The "MMJr" pair on cover has, to my knowledge,
never been sold at public auction. It has always been sold privately and last
changed hands for $6,000 in 1973.

Figure 3. One of three covers known with horlzont.' strip of four . Addr ...ed to Geneve, N.Y.

For many years it was believed that only two strips of four of 9X1 on
cover existed. Philip H. Ward, Jr. , George B. Sloane, and other writers were
of that opinion. Recently a third such cover was sold at auction. Very little
is known about this cover which is shown in Figure 3. Several years ago S.
Kellogg Stryker, then Curator of the Philatelic Foundation, showed me a photo
of this cover which had been included in a large lot of photographs the Foun
dation acquired from Stanley B. Ashbrook . about 1955. There were no no
tations on the back of the photograph. This cover was lot 2 in the Sotheby Parke
Bernet sale held February 5-7, 1980. It opened at $10,000 and sold for $20,000
to the agent for an important Eastern collector. Andrew Levitt, who handled

Figure 4. Cover with horizont.1 Itrlp of four to Fort Wlyne, Ind ., Sept . 13, 1846. FormerlY ' , the Seybold, Hlrt,
Ind Gibson collections.
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both of th e covers in Figures 4 and 5 within a 12 month period in the mid
1970s, told me he had no history of the cover in Figure 3 prior to its being
consigned to his firm for au ction . Th e stamps are all sound and are from plate
positions 6, 7, 8 and 9.

Th ere is little to choo se between the covers in Figures 4 and 5 as each
strip of four has full margins and one stamp in each strip has a vertical file
fold . The cover in Figure 4 at one time belon ged to John F. Seybold and later
to O. S. Hart and then to Henry C. Gibson , and was lot 5 when Philip H. Ward,
Jr. , sold the Gibson collection of U.S. covers on June 14-15, 1944 (Ward #12 ).
Th e stamps are from positions 37-40. I do not think thi s cover has been sold
at public auction since 1944. It has, how ever , been sold priv ately a number of
times in recent years. Th ere is a notation on the back of the cover that it was
purchased from AHC (Alfred H. Caspary ?) in 1952 for $1,750. It was last
sold to an important Eastern collector in early 1978 for $5,000 and would
undoubtedly bring much more today.

Figure 5. Strip of four used to Ohio In October 1845. Succe..lvely in the HOft, Consul Klep. and Chaff.. eellee 
tion •. Now in ill West German collection.

The cover in Figure 5 was at one time in the Hart collection and later was
in the Consul Klep collection when it was sold by Willy Balasse in Brussels,
Belgium, on March 27-28, 1956. This cover realized approximately $2,300 as
lot 123 in that sale. Th e stamps are from positions 31-34. Much of the Consul
Klep material was resold by Robert A. Siegel on May 9, 1957 (Siegel #200).
This cover to Cincinnati realized only $1,650 as lot 90 in that Siegel sale, but
in the 1964 Siegel Rarities Sale (Siegel #267) as lot 16 it was sold to an agent
for Frederick Chaffee of Rutland, Vermont, for $2,100. Mr. Chaffee died in
1973 and the Daniel F. Kelleher Company, Inc., of Boston purchased his col
lection of 5¢ New Yorks. This collection was sold both privately and at public
auction. Andrew Levitt working in concert with the Kelleher firm sold this
cover in mid 1974 for a reported $5,000. I had lost tr ack of this cover until I
visited London 1980 and saw it as a part of the exhibit of R. D. [aretzky of
West Germany. TheJaretzky exhibit of U.S. Postmasters ; Carriers and Locals
received a Large Gal medal at the recent London show.

As alternative choices for those simon purists who might contend that
the cover front in Figure 2 is not a true cover , I would suggest that one of the
three following COvers be substituted in its place: (1) the ex-Newbury cover
with a pair of the blue paper stamps (9X1a) previously referred to in this
article, (2) the sheet margin pair used from Philadelphia to Montreal, Canada,
that was discussed in the February 1979 issue (Chronicle 101:11 ), or (3) a
cover addressed to Sandusky, Ohio , with two singl es both of which are cancelled
by the very rare red "US" in octagon frame and tied by a single strike of the
Chronicle 107 / August 1980 / Vol. 32, No.3 155



curved red PAID. This cover has a red town cancel Dec. 3 (1846) 10 cts. The
last public sale of this cover , which has a Philatelic Foundation Certificate ,
was on November 14, 1957, when it sold for $285 as lot 28 in Siegel sale #206.
It sold privately in 1976 for $4,000.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: POSTAL LAWS AND REGU
LATIONS books. ori ginal copies before
1843, also any 1855-1873. Theron Wierenga,
Box 2007, Holl and, MI 49423.

WANTED: MICmGAN COVERS, stamp
less to 1890. One or 100. L. H. Lewis, 325
So. Jefferson, Marshall, Mich . 49068

WHY NOT sell your better Black Jack
covers at auction prices, to a collector?
Robert G. McClellan, Box 563, North
brook, IL 60062.

WANTED: U.S. #11 covers with Connecti
cut town cancels. Send priced or for offer.
Will also trade for covers or plated #11's .
Robert Chipkin, Box 191, Forestville, CT
06010.

WANTED: U1-U33, entires, clear cancels.
Wasserman, c/o Barna, 4007 Park Ave .,
Un ion City, N.J. 07087.

WANTED: 19th Century stocks & bonds
with imprinted and adhesive revenue
stamps. Also wi thout revenue stamps. J . F.
Antizzo, P .O. Box 997, Church Street Sta
tion, New York, N.Y. 10008.

WANTED: lPa large die proof on white
bond paper with cro ss-hatching. John A.
Lan ge, Jr. , Root Rd . R.D. 2, Ballston Spa,
N.Y. 12020.

DIE ESSAY WANTED for the 5¢ and lOt
1847's , having the vign ettes and frames
printed separately on paper or card, in
the issued colors or trial colors. Creighton
C. Hart, 2700 Verona Rd. , Shawnee Mis
sion, Kansas 66208.

- - - - - - -- - - -
THE CHRONICL&-Back issues for sale.
In building my run of the Chronicle, I
picked up a few duplicates. Can I help you
fill out your back issues? $2.75 each , 63 to
68, 70 to 75, 77 to 89, 91 to 99. $5.00 each
69, 76, 90. Also, Reports of the Postmaster
General ; reprinted by Theron Wierenga;
complete as issued by Wierenga covering
the years 1841-1873-$200. All shipped
postpaid. Michael C. O'Reilly, P .O. Box
1131, Huntsville, AL 35807.

YOUR AD HERE FOR
SOc a line. Send with payment
to Dale R. Pulver, 7725 Beaver
Creek Dr., Mentor, Ohio 44060.
Next deadline September 30.
QUARTERLY

PHILATELIC

* GEM *
(Available to CHRONICLE

readers) ONLYI

us # 16 SUPERB used with
light town cancel. Post Of
fice fresh color, sharp im
pression and HUGE mar
gins all around. Posit.
74Ll. PF Cert #72 010
(1979). ONLY 200,000 IS- '
SUED. CHOICE & RARE.

$5,500.

What other CLASSIC United States (US #9x1-133a) do you need in OUTSTANDING
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POSTAL MARKINGS
DARRY M. KONWISER

Harry M. Konwiser was one of the pioneer historians dealing
with United States postal history. His series in Stamps Magazine from
June 24, 1933 to the final one in 1954 has long remained significant
for its scope and detail in the field as one of the first efforts to
document many new discoveries. While most of the writings focus on
American postal history, some comments on foreign postal matters
are discussed.

This 768 page anthology reprint reproduces each original
article chronologically. Included is a foreword and abbreviated index
by David L. Jarrett. The work is hard bound in library buckram but
not illustrated. It is a remarkable compendium of postal history
information brought together in one place and should survive as a
classic in its field.

$60.00 Postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
S South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
THE SWIFT CORRESPONDENCE
SUSAN M. McDONALD

Studying a group of covers primarily as a corres pondence rather than for
their stamps, origin, or postal usage often lends a fresh perspective to our under
standing of the material. It is thus possible to reach conclusions by comparison
and association that would not be justified by examination of a single isolated
cover. An added benefit is that it is sometimes possible to reconstruct the
circumstanc es surrounding a correspondence and thereby combine an element
of hu man drama with their phil atelic appeal.

Previous articles in the 1847 section from thi s point of view have discussed
the Gardiner, Maine, bisects in Chronicles 64 and 87, the bittersweet story of
the Damon letters in Chronicle 73, the Hurlbut find in Chronicle 83, and, most
recently, the Noble covers in last February's issue. Sometime in the future I
hope to consider the Stilphin correspondence, whi ch includes several 10¢
1847 bisect covers.

The present subj ect is the correspondence addressed to Mrs. R. N. Swift
at North Fairhaven, Massachuset ts. Beside the letters addressed to Mrs. Swift
herself, the corr espondence includes some addressed to the Nye branch of
the family. Several of the illtistrations shown here and all the detailed in
formation on the individuals involved have been generously furnished through
the cour tesy of a Society member who wishes to remain anonymous.

Unfortunately, I have not yet succeeded in locatin g any information on
the place and date of the discovery of the Swift correspondence. Since one of
the covers is mentioned in the first edition of Lester G. Brookman's 19th
Century Postage Stamps of the United States, the only certainty is th at the
find predates 1947, the publication date.

Th e Swift correspond ence presently on record consists largely of some 22
10¢ 1847 covers ( including two bisects ), one 5¢ 1847 cover, and about the
same number of covers with 1851, 1861, and later, stam ps and stamped en
velopes . Th e 10<1 1847 covers all orig inated in the South. They are philatelically
significant because they represent over one qu arter of the 10<1 covers listed
to date from Florida and nearly one third of those from Georgia.

Details of these COvers are shown in Table I in hop es that readers. may
fill some of the evident gaps. Man y of the covers have manuscript postmarks,
some with year date. All appear to be buff or white envelopes. Although no
letter dateline is available, nearl y all can be year dated if the entire front is
visible. Mrs. Swift habitually noted the day and date of receipt on each en
velope and also numbered the envelopes in chronological sequence, pre
sumably beginning at her hu sband's departure on each indi vidual trip. In a
few cases the number appears on the back. Thi s information is given in Table
I in the last column and shows that many covers must be missing , i.e., not
record ed . Wheth er these covers were in existence when the Swift find was
made and are thus probabl y extant today or whe ther they were lost or destro yed
irre trievably in the past is not known to me.

The covers as listed seem to represent two different trips-one during
the spring of 1848 and a longer one during late 1850 and the first half of 1851.
The reasons for Swift's travels in the South relate to his family business, which
was the procurement of live oak timb er for shipbuilding.

The Swift family had been pro minent in Massachusetts for several genera
tions, living at Falmouth on Cape Cod. The pat riarch William Swift had
several sons, amon g them Elijah and Reuben E. A con temporary account de-
scribed Elijah: .
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· . . Hi s con tracts with th e Un ited Sla tes government (for live-oak ship -timber furnished
10 th e gove rn me n t navy yards) . fai thfu lly perfor med. laid the fou nd a tion of a large
fort u ne , whic h he employed with laudable regard 10 th e best interests of h is town.
H e too k th e first contract in 1816. T his was to fu rn ish an entire fra me . gotte n ou t
to th e mo ulds for a seventy-four gu n sh ip of th e lin e. T his timber was procured from
th e sea islands of Sou th Ca ro lina .t

Reuben , who was a cabinet maker, moved first to North Fairhaven and
then to New Bedford. He joined Elijah in the live oak trade and was active
for many years , spending much of his time in South Carolina and Florida.
In 1803 he married Jane Nye of Fairhaven.

RhodolphUI Ny. Swift

Their son Rhodolphus Nye Swift was born at North Fairhaven November
29, 1810. At the age of 17 he went to sea on th e whaler Canton. He continued
in this profession for 16 years, part of the time as master of the Lancaster, on
which he sailed to the North Pacific and Japan. On his return he entered the
live oak trade with his brothers.

Thei r work was chiefly don e in Florida. whe re th ey bought large tra cts of live -oak
land , from which th ey cut th e timb er for th e govern me nt. T he work being honestly
and p romptly done. th ey were gene rall y successfu l in secu ring th e 'co n tracts from th e
government; but eve n whe n lower bidders secured th em th e government had very
frequently 10 annul t he con tracts and procure the timber from th e Swifts. This con -

I. From H ist ory of Cape Cod , quoted in History of Bristol Cou nty, Massachusetts, com 
piled by D. H amilton Hurd. Philad elphia . 1883.
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Date
Apr 5 1848
Apr 6 1848
Apr 8 1848
Apr 12 1848
Nov 28 1850
Jan 2 1851
Jan 28 1851
Feb 18 1851
Feb. 25 1851
Mar 9 1851
Mar 21 1851
Mar 27 1851
Mar 30 1851
May 15 1851
May 19 1851
May 22 1851
May 26 1851

TABLE I
10¢ 1847 Covers to Mn. R. N. Swift, North Fairhaven , M... .

Origin Dock et ing
Chatt ahoochee. Flo . Receiv ed Monday 17th April 1848
Columbia, Ala . Received April 19th (yr date in trnk)
Fort Gaines. Geo. Wed April 19
Columbus, Geo. Rec 'd April 19-Wed
Apalachicola , Flo. Recd Fnda y 13th 1850
Oli ve Grove. Geo . Monday Jan 13th 1851
Oli ve Grove, Geo. ? 1851
Olive Grove. Geo.
Olive Grove, Geo. Reed Mar 7 1851 Friday
Olive Grove. Geo. Friday March 21st 1851
Olive Grove. Geo . R eed Wed April 2
Olive Grove. Geo. Tuesday April 8
Olive Grove. Geo. Friday April l ith
Apa lachicola. Flo.
Apalach icola. Flo . Reed Wednesday May 28
Apalachicola. Flo . Tuesday June 3d
Apa lach icola. Flo. -sday June 5

BI.ect Coven

Number
?l
23
24

10
18

29
32
35
36
37

46
48
?2

?-upper right diagonal
?-Iower left diagonal Reed Wed nesday July 23d

Undated Coven
63 & 64

Mar 17 ? Ta Ilahassee, Flo . ?3
Apr 12? Olive Grove. Geo .
Nov 25? Apalachicola. Flo .

I. The number is reported to be on the back . Verification needed.
2. Tentatively assigned to 1851. assuming day is "T hursday." Complete photo need ed for

verification .
3. No docketing or number on front of envelo pe. Not known if su ch appear on back .

tract business was kept up at intervals until 1875. with a few years' int ermission during
the war. The firm was fir st C.N. Swift & Co., afterwards Swift Brothers.2

Later Rhodolphus was associated with his brother William in the whaling
business.

During the Civil War whaling vessels loaded with stone were scuttled in
various channels and waterways to block access to southern ports, in particular
Charleston and Savannah. About half the fleet participating in this "Rat-hole
Squadron" was fitted out at New Bedford, Mass., under supervision of Messrs.
Ivory Bartle tt & Sons, with Capt. H.N . Swift acting as general agent.3

Swift was lTIarried-in.·1838-to Sylvia Hathaway Nye, daughter of Gideon
and Sylvia ' Nye of North Fairhaven. Th ere were six children. Th e correspond
ence described here attests to the bond between the couple. Rhodolphus Swift
prospered in business, and was a prominent resident of the town. He was
well respected and affectionately regarded by his fellow citizens throughout
his long life-he died in 1901 at the age of 91.

There is no longer a North Fairhaven in Massachusetts, because the name
was changed early in 1864 to Acushnet." This small town is loca ted near the
mouth of the Acushnet River a few miles north of New Bedford.

The accompanying map shows the location of the town s at which the covers
listed in Table I were mailed. It should be noted that they are all on or near
large rivers-the Apalachicola and the Chattahoochee. Th e covers mailed in
April 1848 trace Capt. Swift's progress up the Chattahoochee River . The as
sumption is that he made the trip by boat and that its purpose was to find
new sources of live oak timber or to inspect stands already purchased. P

Th e Chattahoochee, Flo ., cover , the first of this group, was illustra ted at
Chronicle 53:113. The Columbia, Ala., cover is shown in Figure 1. Of the four

2. Hurd . History of Bristol Coun ty, p . 172.
3. Leonard B. Elli s. H istory of New Bedford and its Vicin ity, 1602·1892, Syracuse. 1892.

p. 326.
4. V .S.M . 6- P.O.A ., May 1864.
5. A diary kept by Elijah Swift , Rhodolphus's younKer cou sin . of such a trip to Florida in

1857 was published in the Florida H istorical Quarterly, Vol. IV. No. 2 (Octoher 1976). pp .
181·8. ed ited by Virginia Steele Wood .
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ALABAMA

Columbia

GIDRGIA

ee

fl.ORIDA

GULF OF MmCO
Moop showing towns It which Swift cove.. _e m.lled.

towns in the 1848 group only Columbus, Georgia, ever received an official
supply of the 1847 issue, but not until January 30, 1849. Swift may have brought

Figura I. From Columbl., All., to Mrs. Swift .t North F.irhaven, M.... Moonvscrlpt p_rte with yea' d.ta.
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stamps with him from Massachusetts or, since he probably went through
Apa lachicola, he may have obtained some there. Apalachicola was sent a
supply September 13, 1847 ( the date of receipt is not recorde d) . Another
possible source is Tallahassee , which received its first supply Octo ber 13, 1847.
(He is not likely to have bought stamps at New Bedford, Mass., which received
lOr/. stamps only once- in June 1849. North Fairhaven never received the 1847
issue.)

I •

Figure 2. Cover fro m Boston .ddr....d to Mrs. Ny••t North F. irh.v.n. Mrs. Swift w.s th. d.ught.r of Mr. •nd
Mrs. Gideon Ny• •

The only Sri. cover presently known from the correspondence is shown in
Figure 2. Mailed at Boston , it is addressed to Mrs. Nye-Mrs. Swift's mother
in an unidentified hand . Two later covers from Swift to his wife are illustrated
in Figures 3 and 4. They show his distinctive handwriting and her characteristic
habit of noti ng the date of receipt and numb ering the envelope. Both were
mailed at New Smyrna, in eastern Florida, near present-day Dayton a Beach.
The Swifts ' live oak operations were centered here in the late 1850s, the early
1860s, and after the war."

.~ ,
v
-',
~
~

~, ,
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~
\

. ~

r-, .
, '-

Figur. 3. St.r die envelop. from N.w Smyrn., Flo., D.c . lB, 1860. Nola Mrs. Swift 's ch.r.cteristic docketing .nd
numb.r.

The second series of covers in Table I appea rs to span an extended journey
lasting from at least November 1850 into July 1851. Although lengthy chrono-

6. Ib id ., p. 183. .
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Figure 4. From New Smyrna, Flo., April 1, 1874. The docketing has f.ded .nd II too faint to re.d, but it II .till
there. Note th.t the .dd.... il now Aculhnet.

logical gaps occur (no covers are recorded for December 1850, or April or Jun e
1851) , the numbers demonstrate that a single trip is involved in th is sequence.
Over half the covers in this group originated at Olive Grove , Georgia, a town
so obscure that it does not appear on modem maps . The length of Swift's stay
there and the town's location on the river suggest it was a central headquarters
for operations in the area. It seems likely that Swift was overseeing the cutting
of large stands of timber. His subsequent protracted stay at Apa lachicola may
well have been required for supervision of loading the same timber for shipment
north .

Olive Grove had a post office for about 20 years. It first appeared in the
1835 Official Register; its postmas ter was M. Hardin, the compensation listed
as $8.17. It was last mentioned in the 1855 OffiCial Register with the notation
"discont'd Dec. 7, 1854." In the intervening years for which I have records the
highest net proceeds attained were $97 in 1843. The covers listed here all
have manuscrip t postmarks- evidentl y the post office was never busy enough
to justify a handstamp device, although a circu lar obli terator was used to cancel
the stamp on a few covers . A partial photo of one of the Olive Grove covers is
shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5. Olive Grove , G• ., M.rch 9, 1851. P.rti.1 photo from cat.log of Sleg.1 ••Ie 500 (Oct. 19, 1976). Note
,ef.,ence to tr••s in docketing.

Figure 6 illustrates a cover from Apalachicola postm arked MAY 19. The
year date 1851 is established by the docketing "Rec'd Wednes day May 28,"
as May 28 fell on Wednesday in that year. The cover is number "46" in the
sequence and fits correctly into the chronological order as given in Table I.

One of the bisect covers is listed in Brookman as No. 16 and described
as follows:
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Figure 6. From Apolochlcole, Flo., Moy 19, 1851. Thll II number 46 In thll lequence. The ye.. II determined from
the docketing.

Upper right diagonal half of 10 cent 1847 used as 5c in upper right corn er of th e usual
buff envelope, pen cancelled in black and postmarked in th e lower left corn er with an
illegible red postmark. Addres sed to Mrs . R . W. [sic] Swift , North Fairhaven, Mass.t

This is the only record I have of this cover-it has not appeared on the market
for many years . Any information about it, especially a photograph, would be
most welcome.

Flgu.. 7. Illect cover with illegible pollmork. Phlletelic Foundotion .ertlfi.ete Itot.. thot th il il genuine ule . An
upper right diogonel bilect cover to North Felrhoven II described In Irookmen.

The second bisect cover is shown in Figure 7. As the bisect is a lower
left diagonal, it quite possibly forms a pair with the upper right bisect previous
ly described. As the illustration shows, the postmark is an illegible red blob.
The docketing at first seems ambiguous, because the second num eral in the
date is written over. I believe, however , that Mrs. Swift mistakenly wrote "24"
and corrected this by writing "3" over "4." "Wednesday July 24" indicates the

7. Leste r G. Brookman, Th e 19th Century Postage Stamps of the United States. New York,
1947, I, 70. Also th e 1966 edi tion , I, 84.
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year 1850, whereas 'W ednesday [uly 23" means 1851. The su~erior "d" fits
with "23" but not with "24." Furthermore the numbers "63 & 64 ' fit the 1851
sequence.

Fortunately the cover in Figure 8 provides confirmation. It bears a pen
cancelled 3¢ 1851 (orange brown ) on a buff envelope with a faint but legible
red postmark APALACHICOLA F. TY JUL 16. The docketing reads "Recd
Tuesday 29th July," and the cover is numbered "66," only once removed from
the bisect cover. The inescapable inference is that they were written and re
ceived only a few days apart.

Figur. 8. O.ong. brown 3¢ 1851 postmorked Apolochlcolo. Flo., July 16, 1851, to North FoI.hoven. Closely follows
bisect cove' in sequence.

Returning to the bisect cover it is now possible to develop some interesting
and exciting conclusions about it. The postmark , though illegible, corresponds
in size and density of lettering with those on the covers in Figures 6 and 8.
It is almost certainly Apalachicola. The date cannot be known but can be
surmised by applying the average interval between mailing and receipt ex
hibited by the oth er Apalachicola covers. These intervals are nine, 12, and
10 da ys on the May 10¢ 1847 covers and 13 days on the 3¢ 1851 cover. Even
the longest period-13 days-subtracted from the July 23 receipt date means
the bisect cover was mailed about July 10.

July 10 was well after the July 1, 1851, date on which the new 3<1 rate
became applicable and likewise well beyond June 30, 1851, after which the
1847 issue was demonetized and officially invalid for postage.

Thus this bisect cover becomes the first recorded late use of a 10¢ 1847
bisect, as presumabl y does its counterpart in the Brookman list. Upon reflection
it is not surprising that Swift, with at least one 1O¢ 1847 on hand and no 3¢
stamps yet on sale," applied his Yankee ingenuity to what was available. In
so doing he created a fascina ting and desirabl e rarity.

Collectors are fortunate that Mrs. Swift and others like her preserved their
letters with such care, since anyone may be the key element in analyzing the
others. In th is case the 3¢ 1851 cover, wh ich I bought casually for a modest
sum several years ago simply for its Swift connection, has supplied an im
portant link.

8. The O ff icia l R ecord Book does not show any sh ipment of th e 1851 issue to Florida
until July 22. 1851, when a supply was sen t to Pil a tka. T he 3¢ stamp in Fig ure 8 ma y ha ve
been sent by Mrs . Swift: New Bedford received some on July 8. Is this an early use of th e
3¢ from Flo rida? -
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TUE TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
FRANK STAFF

.\.

This book was originally published in 1956 by Adlard Coles
Ltd. in England and copies have now become scarce. This
Quarterman reprint incorporates a new foreword by the author and a
few very minor changes and alterations to the text itself.

This work contains nine chapters which include material on
the beginnings of the post in North America, introduction of
postmarks, Britain's first Atlantic mail line, the Ship Letter Act of
1799, the American packets, the Cunard line, friction between
American and British post offices, campaign for an ocean penny
post, Universal Postal Union and other topics. Part II contains seven
sections on specialized subjects including some tables of packet
letter rates and other transatlantic rates, service dates for a number
of ships of various lines, a bibliography and index.

This 192 page reference work is hard bound in buckram and
will be appreciated by transatlantic postal historians and those
interested in nautical history.

$35.00 Postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
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Telephone

203 - 792 -5374

Quality adhesives and

po stal history of the

classic period

I MAINTAIN A STOCK OF PRE ADHESIVE AND STAMPED COVERS TO
1876 WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON UNUSUAL RATES, USAGES, AND
LETTERS WITH HISTORICAL CONTENT. WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING
YOUR INQUIRY WILL RECEIVE MY PROMPT ATTENTION. I HOPE THAT
I MAY BE OF SERVICE.

$#~~

FREE

Albert Gallatin, a Swiss emigrant, rose to prominence as a Republican
Senator from Pennsylvania prior to 1800. As a free trade advocate who
believed in simplicity of administra tion and extinction of public debt he
urged economy in government while opposing taxation. He served as
Secretary of the Treasury from 1801 to 1813 and succeeded in implement
ing his ideas until his plans were thwarted by the necessities caused by
the war of 1812.

I now have ava ilab le a few autog raph lette rs signed and free franked
as Secretary of the Treasury during 1810 which I can supply for $90.00.
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
SLIPS IN THE FRAME LINES OF THE 3¢ 1857 ISSUE(S5)
ROBERT R. HEGLAND

INTRODUCTION
After the transfer roll was used to rock in the impressions on the new plates

that were to be used to print the 3<1 1857 issue, a straight edge was apparently
placed along the edge of a vertical column of impressions and the frame lines
were engraved by manually drawing an engraving tool along this straight
edge . These lines were to coincide with the light lines on the transfer roll but
did not always regis ter exactly. On the 54 stamps (Pl ates 10 and 11 with dis
continuous frame lines ) there are many minor slips, wobbles and other varia-

Figur. lA. Composit. Illustration of fum. lin. slips on the I.ft fr.m. lin. of the 3t 1157 Type II (55).
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tions in the frame lines as might be expected from trying to engrave a line
along the design of one impression on th e plate, raising the engraving tool, and
engraving another line along the next impression. It's rather surprising that
there are only slight variations and overl aps in th ese fram e lines ( excluding
the recut inner line positions ). On the 55 stamps (Plates 9 and 12-28 with
continuous frame lines ) th e fram e lines were drawn from the top to the bottom
of each vertical row of impressions . At several points th e guide for the en
graving tool apparently slipped resulting in a hook in either the left or the
right frame line.

As Dr. Chase discovered copi es of th ese different slips , he assigned an
alphabetical designation to the different positions until th ey could be plated.

SCOPE
Figure 1 (A and B) shows th e slips in the fram e lines which have been

confirmed by duplicate copies . Other copi es have been seen that hav e very
light slips that may show only on early printings but we still need to find

Figure 1B. Composite lIIustrotion of frome line slips on the right frome line of the 3, 1857 TypeII (55).
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confirming copies. The slips shown in Figure 1 and listed in Figure 2 are those
that are not also accurately described as recut fram e lines. The recut frame
lines of 79LIO and 3RU ap pear to be slips but are heavy an d extend over a
long part of the design and belon g more properly in the category of recut
inner lines. There are some slight slips in the frame lines on S4 stamps but
none of the extent shown in Fi gure 1.

The slips shown range from some that are so light as to be easily passed
over to oth ers that are of a weight equal to that of the frame lines. Th e slips
shown on Figure 1 are drawn as accurately . as possible but may, of course ,
vary slightly from the actual. Th e composite can show only the locat ion of
the slip and not some of the oth er characterist ics of the position so these will
be briefly describ ed.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SLIPS
#1-7R15. An A relief, this position shows traces of the original frame line

from the transfer roll on the right through most of its length.
#2-99R15. This position shows the strong vertical line at the lower left

that is characteristic of so many of the bottom .row positions.
Slips #1 and #2 are also known as the triple frame lines. That there are

51 ip Weight 50urces
No. Position Comment (1) (2) 0)

1 7RI5 "Triple left frame line" AvL 0 Chr72
2 99RI5 'ITr i pl e 1eft frame 1i ne" AvF 0 Chr72
3 51 i p I - bottom row AvF 0 A63
4 9Ll5 51 ip E Fv 0 Chr72
5 lL28 5lip C AvF 0 A61
6 15R25 Irregular left frame 1ine A44

7-9 reserved
10 IL24 Often called a crack LvF 0
II 8R28 AvF 0
12 96R9L 5lip G TJA
13 96LI5 51 i p L-two s 1ips L 0 A64
14 50Ll5 51 i p D-two s 1ips L 0 A59
15 6Ll5 5lip A A 0 A48
16 60R23 Imprint pos i t ion AvF 0 A45
17 99LI5 51 ip K L 0 A46
18 100R9 51 i p J A 0 A60(4)
19 A47(5)
20 8Ll5 51 i p F F o Chr72

1 Weight of s lip in relationship to the adjacent frame line:
H-heavier; A-average(same); L-lighter; F-fainter; v-varies

2 an "0" indicates that the illustration was prepared from
reference to a copy in the author's collection

3 ~ n 'IA"and a number indicates the Cabeen number from Plate
A of Chronicle 6; Chr indicates an issue of The Chronicle;
TJA indicates a drawing made from a copy in T. Alexander's
collection

4 The Cabeen illustration is not quite the same as this pos
ition but is very close.

5 Cabeen indicates this is from the first row of the right
pane of a 9-12(55) plate . The i ll us t ra t ion is taken from
the Cabeen drawing.

Figure 2. listing of frem. lin. slips on the 3.. 1857 Type II (55).
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two such distinctive slips on th e same pane is really remarkable and helps
substantiate the theory that the engraver of plate 15 only worked after a long,
liquid lunch.

#3- Slip 1. From an unidentified posit ion, this stamp shows the right frame
line very close to the upper and lower diamond blocks. Much of this slip op
posite th e bottom half of the rosette is so light as to disappear in later printings.

#4-9Ll5 (Slip E ). Thi s slip is very light even at its start opposite the
repaired break in th e A relief. Th e left fram e line is split.

#5- 1L28 (Slip C). The right frame line on th is A relief posit ion is heavier
than the left. From the bridge of the nose to the bottom of the forehead the
slip is so faint as to be seen onl y in the imagination.

#6-15R25. Thi s slip is shown in th e Cabee n article in Chronicle 6 which
is the source for the illustrati on in Figur e l A.

#7-9. Th ese nu mb ers are reserved for any other slips in the left frame line.
# 1O- l L24. Thi s slip has long been designated as a crack. After examining

dozens of copies, th is collec tor has not observed any change in the intens ity
or length of this line as could be expected if the position were ac tually a crack.
Additiona lly, the character of the line is th e same as th at of the other hook
shaped slips in th e right frame line and this slip is heavier in the upper quarte r
of its length th an in the bottom three-quarters. Thi s A relief, which is the
only rep aired position on plate 24, also shows th e left frame line stopping in
the middle of the upper left diamond block.

#1l-8R28. Thi s small slip at the upper right has not previously been
reported and is certa inly cons istent in the th ree copies examined. The left
frame line is farther than normal from the des ign.

#12-96R9L (Slip G ). Thi s slip was seen and sketched during a visit with
T. J. Alexand er several years ago so its place ment should be taken as only
approximate.

#I3-96Ll5 ( Slip L ). These two slips are both light. The left fram e line
is doubled and the positi on shows the pseudo recut bust.

# I4-50LI5 ( Slip D ). This position may show a cen ter line at th e right
and has a pseudo recut bust. Th e right fram e line shows tr aces of the original
die line which evidently was th e source of the thi rd slip recorde d in the Ca
been article in Chronicle 6. Most students now recognize only the two slips.

#I5-6Ll5 (Slip A) . Thi s overl apping of the right frame line is from th e
top row of plate 15 and shows the typical plate 15 repair of the broken A relief.

# I6- 60R23. Thi s position may show th e imprint but the imprint on this
plate is compa ratively far from the right frame line.

#17- 99Ll5 (Slip K ). Thi s bottom row slip is similar to slip #16 but
begins lower in the fram e line.

# I8-IOOR9 ( Slip J). Thi s bottom row position shows a light right frame
line and a split in th e heavy left fram e line.

#I9-This slip is shown in Chronicle 6 in th e Cabeen article. The illustra
tion in Figure IB is taken from that source.

#20- 8Ll5 (Slip F ). In this A relief, both th e left and right frame lines show
th e pseudo double fram e lines common to plate IS.

COMMENTS
It is interestin g to this collector that most of th e slip s on the right fram e

line are in the downward dir ecti on and most of those on th e left fram e line
are in the upward dir ection. Thi s provides some clues as to the methods used
to engrave the plates.

Figure 2 shows the alphabe tical designations of all th e slips except for
Band H assuming that there were none designated beyond L. If anyone has a
record of a copy designated as slip B or H, inform ation about th e position
would be sincerely appreciated.

It would not have been possible to compile the information for this article
witho ut the generous cooperation of T. J. Alexande r, R. K. Meyer , T . VV.
Simp son, and the many dealers who are patient with tho se of us who spend
countless hours going over th eir stock with high-power magnifying glassesI
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Notes

Repor ted by S. M. Pill er. Cover
also has o-FREE, not tying hor.
strip of 3 of I ¢ imperf.

10A

u.s. POSTAL MARKINGS: 1851-1861
Tracing Shape Ra rity
N um ber T yp es and Size N um ber

Straight Line, Oval and Fancy Townmarks
California

sl-38x4IOWA HILL

Wording

New York
KI, 5 dlc -39 Reported by D . Richardson .

K7, 18 31 Rep or ted by D. Richardson .
K7 28 Blue. Reported by D. Ri cha rd -

son .
K7, I8 30 Red. Rep ort ed by D. Richard -

son .
Ohio

K7 30 Report ed by D. R ichardson .
K7 28 Reported by D. Rich ardson .

Texas
K2 32 Reported by W . H. Emery.
K2 32Y2 Rep orted by W . H . Emery.

Vermont
B arc-32x l8 10 On cover wi th hor. str ip of 3

im perf. l¢.
Unusual Circular Townmarks

Massachusetts
K7 28 Ultramar ine, green. Repor ted by

D. Richard son .

FAIRLEE VT./msD

ASHFIELD /msD /MASS ll8

ARKWRIGHT C
SUMMIT./D / .N .Y.

BETHANY/msD / NY D
CATSKILL/D/N.Y. 223

EAST PHARSALIA/ 229
msD/NY

DELAWAR E/D/O E
LO ND ON /D / OHIO F

LO CKHART /D / T EXAS
R USK/ D/ T EXAS

Shou ld be WASHINGT ON.
Reported by A. T . Atkins.

K20G

Misspelled Town Names
Handstamped townmarks are occasionally found that misspell th e town's name. T hese ma y

be attributed to an err or on th e part of th e postmaster . whe n he ordered the mark, or on the
part of the manufacturer which was eithe r unobserved by th e postmaster or accepted and
used pend ing rece ipt of a correct handstarnp. Two of the se are listed here . The section editor
would apprecia te heari ng of others, wi th a tracing or photocop y, so that th ey can be ill ustrated
in future issues. They will be listed under " Un usual Circu la r T ownrnark s" with a new type
" K20-Misspe lled Town Name." T his ca tegory will not in clu de abbreviated names or official
cha nges in spe lling, such as th e change from Cleaveland to Cleve land.

Kentucky
32WASINGTON/D/Ky.

Missour i
183 K20 dc-26 Sho uld be INDEPENDENCE.

Previou sly listed as a K3.
Townmarks Denoting Industries

Connecticut

336:L c-30Y2 9 Tracing L replaces USPM 336.
R eport ed by C. L. Towle at Ch r.
104:277-8.

Railroad Station Agent Markings
Connecticut & Passumpsic Rivers R.R.
20:M c-34 9 Tracing M replaces USPM 20.

Reported by C. L. Towle at Chr,
104:277-8.

Report ed by D. T . Beals III

Repor ted by D. Richardson .
Markings

10 Blu e. Reported by C. L. T owle
at Chr. 104:277.

Town not certa in . Report ed by
D. Ric hardson .

Report ed by R . B. Meyersburg.

Reported by D. R ichardson.
or Lettering

Mississ ippi
I L7-17

New York
J L7-14

Railroad Route Agent
K c-33

New York
c-33Y2

Obliteraton Without Numerals
Massachusetts

H 1.5,7-24

CON N & PASS R 'S R
R / D/Yr/WELLS
RIVER

INDEPEND ECE/D/
MO.

Victory Mill s

Poplar Rid ge

Boston

Grand Gulf

(MIL) WKE.&
WATERTO (WN
R .R .)

S.A.&G.R .R ./D /Yr /GEO.

South Farms
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c

o

H

IOWA HILL

A

L

NFROM ASHLEY./D /Yrl
ILL. C. R .R.

VA C. R .R ./D /KESWICK

FORWARDED BY / G.
W . OLIVER & COl
NEW ORLEANS

I/Iino il Central R.R.
c-30 Y2 10 R eported by C. L . Towle at Chr .

104:279 .
Virgin ia Central R.R.

c-25 10 Blue. H. M. T homas, J r . con 
finns this as correct arrange
ment of the letters. VA

Steamboat Mail Forwarding Agents
0-27x20 Dimensions not listed in book.

Letters under the heading "T raci ng Number" identify a tracing on the accompanying plate.
Numbers identify the tracing number of a previously reported marking in USPM.
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THE EARLY 54 AND 55 PLATES
H. L. HOSMER

Dr. Chase, in his discussion of th e fir st plat es th at produced Type II and
Type lIa stamps, cites an 1863 letter from S. H. Carpe nter which sta tes that
six new plates of the 3¢ stamp were mad e in 1857 for lise with th e new per
forating machine. Because of the difference in rec utt ing of the side frame
lines, students of this issue always have recognized th at the Type lIa (S4)
Plates 10 and 11 were manufactured before the Type II (S5 ) plates of th e
9-12 Group. They also have assumed that the first six plat es made were
nu mbered at the same time, th e numbers being assigned in a random man ner .
The present earliest recorde d dates of these plates are :

T ype Plate Earliest Kn own Use
S4 IDE July I I, 1857

lIE July 29,J 857

S5 9E
12
13
14

Scptcm hcr 15, 1857
Febr uar y 18. 1858
Unknown
October 28, 1857

The prevailing hypothesis requires that all of these plates were laid down
at approximately the same time and before July 11, 1857. However , th ere is
a two-month gap between th e earliest known use of stamps from th e S4 plates
and that of th e first S5 stam ps. Stamp s from Plate 12 are sufficien tly scarce
th at the presently recorded date probably is not valid . Th e contractor made
at least four additional S5 plates ( 15, 16, 17, and 18 ) in 1857 as indicated
by earliest recorded dates of use.

Th e S4 plate numbers are of the style earlier used for the impe rfora te
plates and read "No. 10" and "No. 11". Plat e 12 also is of this style, but all
other known S5 plates include the letter "P" directly after the number , viz.,
"No. 9P" and "No. 14P". This style of nu mber inscription first appears in
September 1857 ( Plate 9 Early) and was used, with one exception, until the
end of th e Toppan & Carpenter cont ract. It appea rs unlikely to the writer that
the style of plate number inscription would hav e been changed in the course
of nu mberin g a single group of plates. Rather, the change suggests that the
S4 plates and Plate 12 were laid down and numbered before those S5 plates
bearin g the lat er style of inscription.

The writer believes that S4 Plates 10 and 11 were made in June 1857
and may have been semi-expe rimenta l in character . Since one un numbered
plate had been made and aba ndoned in 1851, these were the tenth and eleventh
3¢ plates made by Toppan & Ca rpente r, and the assignme nt of plate numbers
may reflect this. Despite its late date of earliest known use, Plat e 12 also
belon gs to this early group . It may have been made somewhat later , after
perforation of the first S4 print ing showe d the spacing between designs to
be ad equate. The first S5 plates bearing the later style of number inscription
are believed to form a second group mad e in September-October 1857. As
signment of No.9 to one of these plates may have been don e to fill the gap
earlier left in the numbering seq uence . Placement of Plate 13 in this grouping
cannot be established in th e absence of information as to the style of inscription.

The proposed seq uence of plate manufacture is presented as an alterna
tive to th e prevailin g hypothesis th at six new 3¢ plates were mad e and num
bered prior to the first printing of stamps ( from Plate 10 Early) in Jul y, and
that Plate 9 owes its posit ion to th e numberin g of th ese plates in a random
mann er. New informat ion regarding early uses of stamps from th e first S5
plates would tend to clarify this problem and is solicited by the writer.
NEW YO RK TO PANAMA SHIP SAILINGS
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

(Continued from Chro nicle 105:37)
N.Y. H erald, J u ne 27, 1849. Annou ncing the saili ng of Bri~ Doctor Hit chcock , July 2nd for
Chagres. H ussey & Mu rra y, 62 South St. N.Y. H erald , July 9, 1849. Announcing th e sa iling of
Brig Doctor H itchcock positively on July 11th , 1849. Hussey &: Mu rra y, 62 So. St.
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N.Y. Herald, Apr. 7, 1849. To leave in a few da ys Bark Onyx for Ch agres and to me et the mail
steam er a t Panama. Schoy er & Co.

FOR CHA GR ES. N. Y. H erald, Apr. 10, 1849. Packet Bark H ecla to sail on the 11th inst.
R.C. Read , 27 South St.

N .Y. H erald, May 2, 1849. Announcement of dep arture of Brig M .e. Draper on May 5t h for
Chagres. Hussey & Murray, 62 So. St.

N .Y. H erald, May 3, 1849. Announcing th e sail ing of Baltimore Clipper Schooner, Enterprize,
on Sun . May 6th for Chagres. S.H . Ackerma n, 107 Water St.

N.Y. H erald, Sept. 9, 1849. Announcing the departure of th e A-I Clipper, coppered Bark
Florida, at an ea rly date. Apply to John J. Taylor & Co., 41 So. St. N .Y. H erald, Sept. 17, 1849.
Bar k Florida will positively sail o n the 24th inst.

N .Y. Herald, Sep t. 25, 1849. T he Bark Flo rida will sail on the 29th inst. for S.F. via Chagres.
John 1- Taylor, 41 South St.

NY. H erald, Oct. 13, 1849. FOR CHA G RES- D ispa tch Line. Bark Byron. This elegant new
ba rk, 10 mo n ths old, will have quick desp atch for th e above port. Parties going to Calif. by
the Isthmus route will find this a mo st favorable opportunity. Freight by this li ne tak en at the
lowest rate, no detention. E .B. Sutton , 84 W all St. As per N .Y . H erald, Oct. 20, 1849. Bark
Byron will be despatched for Chagres on the 1st of Nov . Pa ssengers ma y be assured of reaching
Panama in time of th e Pacific steamers. E.B .Su tton.

N.Y. H erald, Nov . 2, 1849. Bark Byron for Chagres to sai l on Nov . 3rd, 2 P.M . E. B. Su tton , 84
Wall sr.
N.Y. H erald, Nov. 19, 1849. Philadelphia & Atlantic Steam Navigation Co' s Line-The U.S.M.S.S.
Ph iladelph ia for Chagres via Charleston , Savannah and Havana. The new and splend id S.S.
Ph iladel ph ia, 1- Ga llagher, Comdr., will sail from Phila. for Chagres on Dec. 11th at 10 o'cloc k
A.M . from th e Co's wharf foot of Lombard St . The Ph iladelphia has accommodations unsur
pa ssed by any stea me r built and havin g double sid e lever marine engines, o f great strength
and for ce, full reliance may be placed upon her for safety , speed and comfort. [Data on ra tes,
etc. eliminated.] A.W . T hompso n, Pres.

Miscellaneous Routes from New York to California-1849

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 7, 1849. TO CALIF. BY LAKE NICARAGl.'A. Gordon 's Passenger Line.
Brig Mary and the ligh t draft Steamboat Plutus , Take t his p leasant and hea lthy route . This is
1000 miles nea rer than by Chagres and with less land transit. Sails 12th of Feb. App ly on board
the Alary foot of Wa ll St. or to W . Goodrich & Co., 116 Market.

N.Y. H era ld , Jan. 27, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO & THE GOLD REGIO N VIA BRAZOS, ST.
JAGO OVERLAND RO UTE. The A- I Schooner John Castner , will sail tomorrow morning, 8
o 'clock . N.L. McCready & Co. 36 So. St.

N .Y. H erald, Jan. 3, 1849. TO CALIF. VIA VE RA CRUZ & MAZATLAN by Bark Eu gen ia to
sail positively th e 15th inst. A party of gentlem en are fo rming to proceed under th e escor t and
aid of Cap t. J . F. Hutton , late of th e U.S. Army, to Vera Cru z, th en ce across th e country to
Ma zatl an , th enc e by ship steamer o r coast to the Gold Regions. The gentlemen of party
appoint their managers and shall eq ua lly share the expen ses which will probably be less than
$200. including horses, mu les, provisions, etc. The number is lim ited and a fina l meeting
will be held a t the National H ote l, No. 5 Cou rtland t St ., this evening Jan . Srd, 1849, Of fice of
Committee, 87 Broad St.

N .Y. Hera ld, J an. 26, 1849. FO R CALI F.-OVERLAND R O UTE, VIA VERA CRUZ . T he fine
schooner Sea Gu ll, having been detained will pos itively sail on Sat. 27th inst. App ly to R.W .
Trundy & Co., 27 Coenties Slip.

N.Y. H erald, Feb . 7, 1849. FO R VERA CRU Z. To sail on Fe b . 12th , Brig Empire. Ap ply to
Hussey & Murray , 62 Sou th sr,

N.Y. H erald , Apr. 19, 1849. Announcing of departure of Packet Eu gen ia on the 25th inst. for
Calif. via Vera Cruz, th e Ci ty of Mexic o and Ma zatlan . Apply to Capt. Battersby from I to
4 P.M., 100 Front St.

N .Y. H erald, Ma y 2, 1849. The Bark Eug enia to sail un May 5, at 10 o'clock for Calif. via
Vera Cruz, Mexico and Mazatlan. Apply Hargous & Co. , 33 So. St. or Capt.

Sailings From New York to California Via Cape Horn-1849

N.Y. H era ld, J an. I , 1849. FO R SAN FRANCISCO , CALIF. & THE GOLD REGION. T he
splendid fast sai ling live oa k ship Robert Bown e, commanded by Capt. F . G . Cam eron, one
of the ablest and mo st expe rienced captains out of the port of N.Y., and la te first in com
mand of the U.S. Frigate Ma cedonian, u nder Comdr. De Kay, during her la te mission of
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Merc y to Ireland. The shi p will sail on or abou t the 10th of J an . Fred J erome who d is
tin gui shed himself in saving the lives in the Ocea n .'Honarch is engaged as mate. A skilled an d
exp erienc ed ph ysician and surgeon accompanies the expedition which is made u p of no ne
but re spectable and steady persons. Advantages are here offered rarely to be me t wit h , and
cannot but be satisfactory to all desiro us of joi ning the associa tio n. T he sh ip will h ave a cargo
of 300 barrels of flour, 460 do. bee ts, 3lJO do. pork , 500 do. bread , e tc. T he ship and cargo will
belon g to pa sseng ers and eac h passenger will be en ti tled to 4 barrels of freight beside his
baggage. It is beli eved by compet ent men, that th e ba lance of provisions whe n the vessel
arrives at S.F. will sell for more th an th e p rice of the passage, a nd it is su ppose d th at th e
ship in that port : will be worth $30,000 10 $40,000. To th ose who wish to emi gra te to th e
Gold Regions, this offers superior ad vantage in many respec ts. For fu rther pa rticul a rs apply
to Capt. on board at foot of Dover St. Passage with a s ha re of cargo & vessel $250.

N.Y. Herald , Jan. 14, 1849. For San Fr an cisco and the Gold Region s. Ship Hobert Dorl'ne will
sail on th e 20th of J an. App ly to Cap t. on board foot of Dover St ., E.R.

N.Y. H erald, J an. I , 1849. Announces th e sailing of Bark Ma zeppa on J an . 10th , if full , th en
soone r . Agents, Wm. S. Toole, 17 W illi am St. [Note: Ad con tai ns elabora t ion on room ac
commodations for passengers.]

N.Y. H erald, Jan. 22, 1849. Bark Ma zeppa for S.F. will clea r this da y and ca n take :00
barrels of freight if sen t be fore 2 o'clock. Apply to Capt. on board at Pie r 5 E.R. or Wm .
Toole, 17 So. St.

N.Y. H erald, Jan. I, 1849. Announces th e sailing of Bri g W olcott on th e 2nd of Jan. for Calif.
Darling & Johmon, 36 Water St.

FOR CALIFORNIA . N.Y. H erald , J an . I , 1849. NOTICE: T he Bark Express for Ca lif. T his
vessel having unavoidably been detained by th e weathe r will posit ively sa il on \ Ved . morning
the 3rd . Passen gers are reques ted to be on boa rd at JlJ A.M., whe n th e vessel will be towed
out to sea . Jones & Johnson, 90 Wall St.

N.Y. H erald, Jan. I , 1849. Annou nces the sailing of Bark Harriett N ewell in a few days for
Calif. Richard M. J essup, 178 Sou th St.

FOR CALIF. & THE GOLD REGIONS. A valuab le opportu nity to settle , T he fine Bri g
Cord elia will sail from N.Y. abou t th e 10th of J an. [NOTICE : th is adve rtiseme n t conta ins
information on sett leme n t for people in Calif. wh ich I d id not th ink impo rtan t for your
purpose to copy . Practicall y all the announcement of saili ngs of d ifferent boa ts have the same
form with hardly any variation in their tex t, except the different nam e of boat s and sailing
dates, hence I feel th at th e above form will su ffice for a ll concise anno unce ments of sailings] .

N.Y. H erald, Jan. 3, 1849. FOR CALIF. DIRECT . T he first class newl y coppere d and strong
and heavy white oak timbered Packet Sh ip Apollo, Capt. Chas , H . Coffi n , havin g been de 
layed by the ex tra ordi nary incleme ncy of the weather du r ing th e pa st two weeks, is unavoid abl y
delayed for a few days beyond her advertised time of departu re. A sma ll amo un t of freight
will still be taken a t very low rates , on consi gn ment to th e supercargo or Capt. it desired
or otherwise. A few first class passen ger berths may he secured a t th e followi ng rates. Passage
out $150, d itto and retu rn $200, d it to with board while there $250. Apply on board at the
Pier foot of Cham ber St., N .R. Sea capta ins, sai lors and ot her com pe te nt ju dges of ships , as
well as every per son who intends to go to Cali f. are respectfu lly in vited to visit the Apnlh
and examin e her thoroughly for th emsel ves, without liste ning to th e sla nderous reports of
hired street runners. Chas. H. Coffin, Master of Ship, A poll o.

FOR CALIF. N.Y. Herald, Jan. 5, 1849. Announcem ent of Packet Sh ip Orph eus from No. 9
East River to sail on Jan. 15th. Apply to E.n. Su tton , 89 Beaver St.

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 7, 1849. [Obviously changed sailing da te of ] Packet Ship Orp heu s to sail
in 10 days , [making it 17th instead of 15th as above mention ed] .

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 10, 1849. FOR CALII'. Change of sailing date for Orpheu s on J an. l Sth ,

FOR SAN FRANCISCO & GOLD REGIONS. N.Y. H erald , J an . 5, 1849. Anno u nceme nt of
Steam-p ropeller Sh ip Ha rtford throug h th e Stra its of Magell an to sai l on Jan. 15th , 1849,
avoid ing the boisterous weather and dela ys aroun d the Cape. It is expected this sh ip will
proceed from S.F. up the Sacramento to th e Gold Cou ntry th ere by avo id ing the de lays and
diffi culties to passengers in ge tt ing fro m th at port. Ap ply to Allen & Paxson , 134 Fro n t St.

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 12, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO. Steamshi p Ha rtford to sail on Feb . 15th,
1849, at 10 A.M. All en & Pa xson, 134 Fro n t St. N.Y. H erald, Feb . 18, 1849. Steamer H artford
having been detained , will sail on Feb. 20th, 10 A.M.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. N .Y. Herald, Jan. 7, . 1849. Announcing the sa ili ng of Ship Daniel
Webster on J an. 20th, 1849. Slate, Gard ner & Howell , 114 Sou th St . _
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N.Y. Herald, Jan. 9. 1849. Announcing the departure of Packet Ship Sarah &- Eliza, Capt. Moo re .
on Jan. 20th. 1849. for S.F. Agents. J . T. Jon es. 90 Wa ll St.

FO R SAN FRANCISCO . N .Y. H erald . Jan. 9. 1849. Anno u nceme nt of departure of Bar k Victory
on J an . 16th . 1849. Nesm it h Be Wa lsh. 70 So. St.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. N.Y. H erald, J an. 10. 1849. Despatch Li ne for San Francisco. Calif.
To sail on the 15th . T he fast sailing Bark Bonne Adele, Tezequi l, Master . built in 1843. is in
complet e order. fi tted with state roo ms for saloon and cabin pa ssengers. No steerage pa ssenger s
taken . Passage in saloo n $100. An experienced physician goes ou t in her. For p articulars. apply
10 Schoyer Be Co., 82 Wall St.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. Change of departure date. N.Y. H erald , Jan. 15. 1849. Despatch Line.
Departure dat e-Jan. 20th . Bark Bon ne A de le. [ Note : T he above lin e spelled their name
"Despa tch" as well as "Dispa tch" as th ey h ad two referen ces to th e same "Bark Bonne Ade le"
namely. "Dispa tch for San Francisco" and "Despa tch to San Francisco '"] Ap ply to Schoyer Be
Co.• 82 Wall St.

N.Y. H erald, Jan. 18. 1849. Despatch Line for San Francisco Bark Botltle Adele, will be de 
tained until Sat. next. 21st. to give time to comp le te the saloo n for accom mod ations of passen
gers. Schoyer Be Co.• 82 Wall St.

N.Y. H erald, Jan. 10. 1849. FOR SAN I'RANCISCO. To sa il on the 18th inst., Schooner Joseph
Hewitt. Apply to Cap t. on board foot of Roosevelt St.

N.Y. H erald, Jan. 10. 1849. Packet Ship T arolin ta for San Francisco to sail on Jan. l l th , if
the wind and weather permit. No te : N .Y. H erald, Jan. 11. T aro lin ta will be unavoidably de 
tained until Sat. morning. Jan. 13th.

N.Y. H erald, J an. 13. 1849. Tarolinta will sail at 10:30 o'clock tod ay. N. Be G. Gris wold. 71 and
72 Sou th St.

N.Y. H erald, J an. 11. 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO. Coo pe r and coppered fastened live oak
Ship Mo rrisoll for despat ch for above port. For desc ription see N.Y. H erald on Feb . 5th .

N.Y. H erald, Feb . 5. 1849. Ship Morrison will sa il on Sat. Feb. 10. 1849 at 10 A.M. Agents.
Spo fford . T iles to n Be Co.• 48 South St.

(To be continued)
ALAN T. ATKINS
-

ASDA

APS· USPCS· SPA

-OLD U.S. eOVERS-

WCS

eSA· usce • APC

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN
AND CONFEDERATE COVERS.

"Give YOUT Collection OUT Best"
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SERVING THE RESEARCHER
With In-and Out-of-Print Philatelic, Civil War, Western, Military, Rail

road, Maritime Transport, and Historical Literature. We also stock steel

engravings and maps . In addition, we have a Book Search Service and

Service Want lists . We also research Military Service Records . We are

currently buying and selling. Send for our Catalog.

SOME OF OUR CURRENT OFFERINGS

1. U.S. State and Maps of other Countries (1800-1900)
give year needed $10.00-up

2. 1847 Postal Laws and Regulations, Wierenga (Reprint) $30.00

3. Color in Philately, White $39.95

4. Unmailable, Congress and the Post Office, Fowler $16.00

5 . A Historical Survey of Precancels, Hooper $15 .00

6. Confederate Patriotic Covers, Mac Bride, 1979 Reprint $13.00

7. Confederate States of America Stampless Cover Catalog,
Wishnietsky, 1980 $15.00

8. List of Post Offices in the United States for 1803, 1813, 1819,
Repri nt __ ___ eac h $ 8.00

9. List of Post Offices in the United States for 1854, Reprint $ 10.00

10. Manual and Identification Guide to the United States Regular ISlues,
1847 through 1934, Micarelli $12.00

11. Queens of the Western Ocean, Cutler, The sto ry of the mail and
packets in the transatlantic and U.S. Coastal Serv ice, their historical
background and effect on the de ve lopment of the United States $17.00

12. Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States 1790-1868 $18.50

13. History of California Post Offices 1849-1976, Salley, 1977 $35 .00

HENRY C. HENSEL
THE MEMORABILIA CORNER

P.O. Box 15052 Norfolk, VA 23511
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.. .Na charge
for execut ing

b ids .

.. .Bid by
Phone . by Mail .

or in person .

BUYER OR SELLER
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

~~~S¥.triaU!l
lTv.. ~ ~O~

'l1triabsts®

SELLERS:
O ur com mission is only 10%
of pr ice real ized . no lot t inq
ch arg es. but we do ha ve
mini m um s acceptable.
Con to ct us . descr ib ing your
mater ia l before send ing i l to
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

WILLIAM K. HERZOG, Asloc. Editor
MARCHING THROUGH GEORGIA
KENNETH · A. WHrTTlE

In 1864, the Union army marched from Chattanooga, Tennessee; to Atlanta,
Georgia, courtesy of General Sherman; the mail rode the rails courtesy of
Colonel W. W. Wright, a railroad engineer successful against the wiles of the
Confederates aiming to destroy the railroad at any opportunity. The prime
function of the railroad was to supply the three armies, totaling 100,000 men,
which Sherman was leading into northwest Georgia. Here the agriculture reaped
by foragers was insufficient to support this host, hence the need of the railroad.
The mails went along for the ride.

AJoirs vi lie

SAVA/tl/V/f.H) Al'l.ANr,Q

.Qoa~
Map of morch to Atlan'" adapted from e drawing by E••• Long

Obviously, the maintenance of this road was of the utmost importance
and an instance of handling this problem was reported by Sherman, "The
rebels struck our railroad a heavy blow, burning every tie, bending the rails
for eight miles from Big Shanty to above Acworth so the estimated repairs
called for 35,000 ties and six miles of steel; 10,000 men were distributed along
the break to replace the ties and the road bed . In seven days the road was
all rightl"

Much of the mail from this army marching against Atlanta was brought
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to Nashville, Tennessee, some 257 miles from Atlanta, to be processed. When
the army left Atlanta for Savannah,some 273 miles farther, the railroad between
Atlanta and Chattanooga was destroyed and no mail was sent or received by
the army until Savannah was reached. Letters from two different correspond
ences give a sketchy outline of the handling of the mail sent back while the
army was on the way to Atlanta and later, from Savannah after the army reached
the sea.
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Figure 1. Coyer with yerse "Arm y Hymn," wr i"en from near Chananoo ga about two week. before the start of
the mlr ch to Atlant e.

The first five of these covers, all addressed to Mr. A. Dawley, at Perrys
burg, New York, are all signed "Reverend," presumably a chaplain. In th ese
letters, he is short on news and long on requests; perhaps a professional trait.
These particular covers bear the advertisements of J. A. Howells, Ashtabula,
Ohio, promising "twenty envelopes of various sizes, colors and songs sent by
mail free of postage for ten cents." Each cover bears a verse with the 1864
year date in the lower right comer of the verse panel. In one of the letters,
the Reverend apologizes for the covers, "They are all I have." All the covers
are prepaid wi th 3¢ 1861 stamps. For those lett ers written on the road to

~e~"~~~~~~~:TN~~~~~"""-:~:·

Figure 2. Showing verse, " Waiting for the Mall," the enclosed le"er be ing wr'nen fro m near Mariett e, Oa., on
June 9, 1864.
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Atlanta, two took five days and two took ten da ys to make it to Nashvi lle;
perhaps some of this was due to Confedera te interference.

Th e first letter, F igure 1, dated April 18, 1864, was wri tten two weeks
before th e move ag ains t Atlan ta , May 4, 1864. Postmarked at Nashville on April
22, it bears th e verse , "Army Hymn," and is written fro m Lookout Valley,
next to Lookout Mountain near Ch attanooga.

Figure 3. V.,..,"'Trip Lightly," on coy.r with letter wri"en nelr Atlln'., Ga.

The second cover , Figure 2, written near Marietta, Georgia, July 9, 1864,
bears th e verse, "Waiting for the Mai l." Postmarked at Nashville on July 14,
'64, it took but five days to get to Nashville. The Reverend says, "You should
not worry about me, I am as tough as a knot and, I guess , ball proof." (Con
fed erate General Polk, a bishop, who was also somewhat non chalant about his
health, didn't duck fast enough and so caught a cannon ball on thi s same
stretch of road about thi s time. )

Figure 3 shows a letter writt en "Ne ar Atlanta, Ga., July 23, '64." Th is
carries the verse "Trip Lightly" and ar rived at Nashville July 28th , or five
days after it was written. The writer says, "Dear Albert, I will try to write
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Figura 4. "Th. Brui••d H.art," yer .. on coy.r sent from n.ar Atlanta, Aug . a, 1864 .
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you a few lines if the enemy shells do not bother me. They made a charge on
the 20th. We were not prepared for it, they drove us at the start ~ mile but we
rallied and drove them back." This was the battle of Peach-Tree Creek.

The cover carrying the verse "The Bruised Heart," dated August 8, shown
in Figure 4, is headed "Near Atlanta, Ga., Jul y 29, '64." This took ten days to
reach Nashville. The writer says, "1 am still on th e road to Atlanta and mean
to hold out faithfully & press forward to the end. We are inside two miles of
the city & can throw shells easily into it. We are fighting every day." Two battles
had been fought in this period,

Dear Sister
While sitting here this cold wet day suffering, th en looking away in . the future

still greater tribulations and su fferi ng, and still beyond appears a clear bright future ,
peace in the land, a quiet home and dear friends and all th e accompanying blessings
in th e world.

But to come to th e point, the rea son I feel so doleful today is the prospect of
another campaign . I think when I wrote you last we didn 't think we were going to
leave h ere this winter but since th en we ha ve been orde red to prepare for a 50 day
campaign, and you know tha t a campaign th is time of year is no very pleasant under
taking. We have not been told which way we would have to go, or where to, or an y
thing about it, but from what we hear our corps is change d from th e Army of th e
Cumberland to th e Arm y of th e T ennessee and we understand we are going into th e
heart of the Confederacy and tear that organ out of it , and th en go on , I don 't know
wher e, that is if Providen ce favors us.

I would not think it strange if this place, Atlanta , is kn own in the future as a
place of the past, If we evacuate, the town will be left in ashes. I think there will
be more extrem e measures used after this in this Department th an was ever u sed
before. Fire and swor d on every hand through ma ny a reg ion will spread. Gen. Sher
man won 't fool with th em mu ch lon ger, if nothing will do but ex term ina te th ese
cursed rebel s, wh y that must be don e. You ma y think th at is awfu l but I think it
is th e qu ickest way, and chea pes t way to end it. They have go t so that if we go out
in the cou n try and' th ey happen to capture on e of us, th ey hang u s to a tree or cut
our throats from on e ear to ano ther, so you see th e kind of enemy we ha ve to d eal
with.

"IU" 5. ".Ind Softly Down," verSIon HowllI pltriotlc sont from noar Atlanta.

Figure 5 shows a cover bearing the verse "Bend Softly Down." The en
closed letter was written near Atlanta August 15 and postmarked at Nashville
ten days later, This is the final letter of the Reverend's correspondence quoted
here, as he apparently did not go on to Savannah.

Sherm an occupied Atlanta early in September and started making plans
for the expedition to Savann ah. This can be followed by the correspondence
of a soldier from the 107th Regiment, N.Y. Volunteers. It begins with a letter
from Atlanta, Figure 6, sent just before the start of the expe dition to the sea.
It was postmarked at Nashville on November 8, 1864, and reads as follows :

Camp of the 107th Regt , N .Y. Vols .
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Figure 6. Sent from within Atlanta, with soldier's letter certific.tion of the Adjutant of the 107th N.Y. Volunteers.
Postmarked at N.shville.

Now , siste r we may have no communication with th e North for two or three
months af ter we start, you may never hear from me again . . .

On the 2nd of November, all the sick and wounded men were sent to
Chattanooga, all communications to the North ceased and the march from
Atlanta to the sea started Novembe r 15th. On December 21, 1864, the city of
Savannah was evacua ted by the Confederates and the Union forces entered.

The cover of Figure 7, bearing the handstamp "U.S.SHIP / 3 Cts ," reads as
follows :

Camp of th e 107th N.Y. Vols, Near Savan nah
Dec. 26, 1864

My Dear Sister
Your last two letters, both dat ed Novem ber , came to hand th e last two da ys, and

I tell you th ey were wel com e letter s for I ha d none for over a month. You h av e un
doubtedl y heard of Sherma n 's g-reat campa ig n th rough the heart of Georgia . We left
Atla n ta on th e 15th of No vemb er and reached th e enemy 's works nea r Savannah on
th e 12th of December. You can see on th e map th e di stance we marched, but we did
not march in a stra igh t line a ll th e way, We had to go ou t of ou r way som etimes a great
deal to destroy ra ilr oads- tha t we don e most ef fectively. I have no t time to give you
a comp lete history of the march . bu t you ar e ap t to see it all in th e new spapers before
th is reaches you, or a t lea st th e principal par t of it. T here is no person can give you
a correc t id ea of th e difficulties encoun te red and sur mo u nted . " 'e had a great wagon
tra in ; our corps' train alone woul d reached 14 or 15 miles.. , .

Figure 7. With an enclosed letter written .t S.....nn.h, G•. , Dec. 26, 1864. C.rrled north by • Fed.r.1 dlsp.tch
vessel, hence the "U.S.SHIP/3 Cts ."
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MAIL FROM SHERMAN'S ARMY, 1864: A FEW NOTES
In this issue of the Chronicle, Kenn eth A. Wh ittle's ar ticle, "Marching

Through Georgia," could as readily have borne the same titl e as this. Mr.
Whittle's art icle is about the military mails from the Atla nta and subsequent
campaigns, to the sea, and probabl y can be assesse d as having as much history
in general as it has postal history. The Period Editor, however , also has a yen
to collect more than just postm arks; in the field of Civil War postal history, a
clear understanding of the army movements is often necessary to really under
stand an unusual usage-and often, to even recognize th at a cover is unusual.
In addition, the human interest in this kind of collecting is a bonus.

In the course of discussion about this article, two questions arose that
seem to demand a more comprehensive answer than our data pro vided. The
first of these dealt with soldier's letter certifications, to permit a letter to be
sent collect. After the first year of the war, cha plains usually signed such cert
ifications. Wh ether a chaplain was considered an officer, in terms of his not
being duly commissioned or paid by Congress-or authorized to send his
personal mail collect-is a moot question. Officers were not legally authorized
and, in fact, were forbidden the right to send their letters collect . Has anyone
reading these lines seen a personal letter of a chaplain that passed through the
mails as a certified soldier's letter with postage collect at destination?

The second qu estion arose from the fact th at all the covers shown in Mr.
Whittle's article ente red the mails at Nashvill e. Nashville was really th e supply
base for the Atlanta campaign, rather than the point of departure, Ch attanooga.
Yet, the Period Editor owns as many covers from th e Atlanta campaign that
entered the mails at Chattanooga as at Nashville. Is this the pattern?

I

Figure 1. C.rtlfi.d ,oldl.r', I."", from • m.mb.r of G.n.r.1 Sh.rman', p...onlr bodygulrd, the 7th Complny of
Ohio Volunt ••r Sharp Shoot.... Postmark.d at Chattanooga on 21 Jun. (1864), Sh.rmln Ind hi, bodyguard w.r.
deep in Georgia.

J~

~ ~~,

~ . " '-/:
~ . .

. .

Covers from the Atlanta campaign are not always readily identified. Either
content or other means , such as a soldier's letter certification of a unit known
to have been with Sherman, is needed. Figure 1 shows such a cover. Bearing
a U.S. Christian Commission imprint , it has a Chattanooga c.d.s. of June 21
that could have been applied in no other year than 1864. The cover bears a
pencilled soldier's letter certification of Lt. W. (illiam) McCrory, "Commdg 7
Co./OVSS." This is "translated" as "7th Company, Ohio Volunteer Sharpshoot
ers," which was General Sherman's personal bodyguard from May, 1864, for
the remainder of the war, and there is no doubt of the presence of this unit
on the Atlanta campaign.

Recourse will usually have to be made to reference material to learn if a
unit, once identified, was with Sherman, but for readers reporting a "possible"
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cover to the writer, he will be glad to advise them of the location of their unit
at th e tim e th eir cover was mailed.

Th e period editor has seen covers with the Howell verses, such as are
shown in Mr. Whittle's article, postmarked at Chattanooga as well as at Nash
ville. Our own th eor y has always been that a high percentage of th e patriotic
covers of th e Civil War were sold by sutle rs to the troops. This is probably th e
reason that Mr. Whittle's "Reverend" was using stationery for which he felt
compelled to apologize. Figure 2 shows the content of another cover addressed
to the same "A. Dawley" at Perrysburg, N.Y. as were the Reverend's covers,
this cover being sent from 'Washin gton in February 1863. For thos e familiar
with Civil War history, this would suggest that the Reverend and the sender
of th e comic valentine-obviously not the Reverend-were from the same area
and hence, th e same body of troops. Th e Washington, D.C. , postmark would
thus suggest that th e Reverend joined Sherm an's army with th e body of eastern
troops under "Fighting Joe" Hook er sent west to Cha tt anooga in late 1863. Man y
of th ese troops, under Genera ls O. O. Ho ward and Slocum, made a "grand tour"
bein g sent by train from Washington to ultimately march through Georgia and
th e Carolinas with Sherman and finall y march in the grand review at Wash
ington after the war with the western troops.

A .011 Oll' BAaL
8&y l 80m or Man,
With loRy 6gure,

- Did ' 1"" . . ... r.all a tfigorT
I boW' ,oa d,dm'l Im....l powder,
Altho"l!b ,oa talk a greal deal 1cModar.
8 11118 IIMD wbotre 1"t'&111 b1"&l'~rca eoaldm'l fighl yoar ooaI 10 ••0 ;
.... k.p , oar tal. .r 10.. Uloid•.. ., .....

Figura 2. Enclolura of covar, in gr.an. rod and block Ih. anvalopa (not shown) baing acIdr....d to A. Dewlay of
Parrysburg, Now York , from Washln"lon, D.C., in February of 1863. Obviously, Ihis was nol I.nl by tha "Rev.r
end" of "Marching Through Georgia. '

As is indicated in Mr. Whittle's article, no mail was either sent or received
from Sherman's army from the time they left Atlanta until they arrived upon the
coast. This was well over a month. However, when they did arri ve at the coast,
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near Savannah, mail was awaiting them. Just how this came about is part of
the accomplishment of "Colonel" Absolam B. Markland , who was in charge of
th e mails of Grant's western armies aft er early 1862. (Actually, as a special
agent of the Post Office Department, Markland wa s on no military roster and
bore no military titl e ) . Fragments of Mark land's histo ry have crept into print
at intervals Over the years , most of it being taken from Benson A. Lossing's
Pictorial History of the Civil War, published in 1866. Relevant to the ma tter
of mails for Sherman's army, is the following letter, written to Markland in
May of 1865 by General O. O. Howard who had command of one wing of Sher
man's army during th e march from Atlanta :

For mor e tha n a yea r th e Arm y of the T ennessee has been cam pa ign ing in th e
interior of th e Sou the rn Sta tes, a great port ion o f tb e time fa r separated from depot s
of su pplies, a nd connect ed with hom e a nd frien ds on ly by a long a nd uncert a in line
o f rail road , that was, for tb e most part , over wor ked to su pp ly provisions, or, mo vin g
off withou t base or lin es of comm u n ica tion, th e a rmy on ly touch ed at points not
alw a ys previously designated. During a ll this time, fro m Cha ttanooga to Atlanta , from
Atlanta to Savanna h , and in th e hom eward cam pa ign ac ross th e Ca ro linas, you, my
dear Colonel, have received th e warmest th anks from officers and men for you r in
terest , energy, and uniform success in bringing to th em th e mail , ofte n immen se from
accumulation , forward in g it promptly, by sea or by land, for distribution . During the
ca mpa ign of four months against Atlanta , tb email was rec ei ved with grea t regularity.
On th e 13th December, th e very da y our com m u ni ca tion was ope ned o n the Ogeechee
R iver with Admira l Da h lgren's flee t, the ma il -boat, with you r personal charge, was the
fir st to pass th e obstruct ions a nd gree t th e Army of th e T ennessee.

Some years later, a reminiscent Markland wrote :
\Vhen th e old army swu ng awa y from Atla n ta , b idding goo d -bye to me, and

seve ring all it s connec tio ns with hom e, fami ly a nd fri ends, I had a sorrow that i t was
not m y lot to have gone with it ; but when I met it s com ma nde r in Ossabaw Sound ,
a nd a da y la ter I was aga in with the a rm y at Ki ng's Bridge , the so rro w was gone. At
da ylight on th e second morning after th e fall of Fort McAllister, General Sherman
called to me from th e Fort to tell me how anxiou s he was th at th e litt le st eamboat
Island City, on which I had th e mail , sho u ld get th rough th e ohstructions of th e Ogeeche
ri ver, below Fort McAll ister , a nd reach Kin g 's Br id ge, wh ere th e Army was, so as to
deliv er th e mai l to th e so ld iers before the dusk of that d ay. H e sa id: " J' Il go over to
th e rice mill , and signa l all over th e army th at you arc here with th e ma il , and th ey
will a ll be on the lookou t for you. " He did signa l. The army did look ou t for the mail 
boat, a nd befor e t he going down of the su n of that day the con nection between the
army, home, family a nd fr iends, had been made. " 'hat a bewi lde ring recept ion that
was. All the boys b rou ght out the ir can teens to show th em to me, as if th ey wer e a
novelt y. T hos e quiet fell ows like Poe , of th e eng ineers; Beck with . o f the com m issar ia t ,
an d Moore, of th e medi cal depa r tm ent . lau gh ed a nd dan ced to th ink th a t o ld tim es
had come aga in .

The Period Editor has believed for many years that thos e U.S. Ship mark
ings with an integral rat e were applied by military or naval route agents aboard
headquarters vessels, supply and despatch steamers or storeships of th e army
and navy. Covers have been seen from units of Sherman's arm y at Savannah
with two slightly differin g types of the "U.S.SH IP / 3 Cts" marking as well as

r an unusual strai ght line "DUE 3 Cts ." It seems quite probable that most of the
letters wri tten by the soldiers of Sherman 's marchers were sent un paid. Judging
by th e covers seen, most of these were processed in the field , probably by army
qu ar termaster troops assigned to handling mail under Markland's supervi sion .

Th ese notes are intended to supplement Mr. Whittle's article.
Richard B. Graham
POSTSCRIPT: A MATCHED PAIR-3¢ "I" GRILLS ON COVER
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

In my earlier article "A Matched Pair-3rt 'z' Gr ills On Cover" two 3rt
"Z" grill covers mailed from Clear Spring, Md. , were illustrated .1 Each cover
bore the same typ e of year-da ted postmark and well-inked target cancel. They
were mailed in April and May of 1868, whi ch is normal for the short-lived "z"
grill s. It was suggested that read ers closely examine any similar cover mail ed
from Clear Spring, Md. , for the possib ility of the scarce 3rt "Z" grill.

It can now be reported that another example has turned up . Th e Soth eby
Parke Bern et Stamp Auction Co., Inc. , sale of April 29-30, 1980, lot 284 re-

I. Chronicle 92:263-4.
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vealed a 3¢ "z" grill used on cover mailed from Clear Spring, Md ., on February
12, 1868. Both th e postmark and cancel ma tched tho se on the previously il
lustrated covers , and the correspondence ma tched th at of Figure 2. More im
portant , th e date of use for this cover ( Feb. 12, 1868 ) is now my earliest re
corded use of th e 3¢ "Z" grill.
MORE ON THE "TAG" VARIETY FROM PLATE 15 "LATE"
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

In William W eismann's very illuminating article "The 1O¢ 1861 'TAG'
Variety"! evidence was presented for the first time which clearly showed the
"TAG" varie ty came from at least one position on 1O¢ plate No. 15. Since this
variety is sta ted no t to have been found used prior to lat e 1863, Weismann
logically concluded th at plate No. 15 ( the first 10¢ Type II plate ) was at
least partially reentered with a defective transfer roll prior to late 1863. Natural
ly, onlv the reentered positions would show the variety.

Flgur. 1. PI.t. block of I of
10, Typ. II from pl.t. No. 15
"I.te", bearing 15mm. "Speci.
men" overprint., which showl
.11 ot.mpl containing tho
"TAG" Vlri.ly. Court.lY of R.
Wund.rllch.

t-: .xta:. u "t: U 11\" 1"11 t-: , ' IT\" , .,' .'\: t-:U··"' lnli.

S i l. 1:. P l a i t' .

It is now possibl e to show that at least eight positions on plate No. 15
"late" contained th e "TAG" variety . Through the courtesy of Rudolf G. Wund
erlich (R. A. 1300 ) we illustrate as Figure 1 a 10¢ Type II plate block of eight
from plate No. 15, which bears eight 15mm. "Specimen" overprints (making
each stam p Scott 68S B). Each of the stamps in the blo ck contains the "TAG"
variety. The margin posit ion stam p showing "No. 15" appears to be from the
same position as th e stamp in Weismann's Illustration 1.2 Wheth er thi s block
came from th e righ t or left pane of 100 is still uncert ain.

The plate blo ck fur ther subs tantiates Weismann's theory that most of th e
"TAG" varieti es probabl y came from plate No. 15 "late", and that few , if any ,
came from plate 26.:J Th ese two plates never have been plated; consequently,
we need further repor ts of 1O¢ Type II position pieces to help clear up this
matter. Ob viously, if anyone can show us plate proof sheets from plates 15
and / or 26 ( but not reissue plate No. 59 ), it would be extr emely helpful.

I. Chronicle 85:26 ·9.
2. l bid :27.
3. Chronicle 53: 130-1. Fou r d rawin gs (by C. E. Taft) of successive stages of the variety.

with theo ry th e stages were fro m trans fer ro ll wou ld stro ngly sugges t the "T AG" var iety stamps
a ll come from one pl at e .
EDITORIAL COMMENT AND REPORTS
With this issue , and also Chronicle No. 106, our new Associate Editor, Bill

Herzog, is commenting on a broad range of subjects concerning the stamps of
the 1861 issues and th e grills. Further such articles, short and long, are in the
works, not only by Mr. Herzog but by oth ers. Th e whole proj ect is aimed at
providing a "hub" as it were , for reportage and research on the 1861 stamps.
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In the Period Editor's opnnon, the 1861 issue offers much opportunity for
original research, be it paper, plate varieties or plating. The Period Editor has
concentrated upon postal history of the Civil War and in general for many
years, but it is not difficult to be aware of th e opportunities. In our opinion,
Bill Herzog will provide the mode for coopera tive efforts by many collectors
to be brought togeth er so th at long standing questions and problems about th e
1861 stamps and grills may be explored in depth.

We ha ve a report from Mr. Peter Stafford, th e Honorable Secretary of
the American Stamp Club of. Great Britain , concerning the 12¢ 1861 plate
varieties illustrated in Figures I-A and I -B of page 39, Chronicle 105. Mr .
Stafford confirms the variety of Figures 1A/IB ( these illustrations are of th e
top corne rs of the same stamps) and also furnishes us with a new variety. The
latter will be shown wh en we get around to running the additional varieties
given us by Ray Vogel, from which tho se in Chronicle 105 were taken.

Also in Chronicle 105, on pages 40-42, th e Period Editor asked several
qu estions on certain Federal occupation postmarks and th eir usages, th e mark
ings being illustrated in Plate I on page 41. W e had several respons es, but th e
fact that few if any had reall y positive new data shows how difficult assigning
positi ve year dates to such markings may be. Mr. Harold C. Perry sent us a
Xerox copy of a cover that indicates the Port Royal smaller single circl e (Item
"B" in the plate) was used in the spring of 1862 as well as in 1863, and this
has been confirmed from another source. Mr. Perry also noted covers with the
Chattanooga S.L. markings but neither he nor an yone else came up with a
confirmed date earlier than late November of 1863 for any type of the Chatta
nooga S.L. marking. Our quest for Septemb er 1863 dates, so frequently noted
in auction lot descriptions, is apparently about of th e same significance as Sher
lock Holmes's curious incident of the dog in th e night. The dog did nothing,
and a twenty year hunt for a clear Septemb er dated Chattanooga straight line
has produced nothing earlier than lat e November of 1863.

Reports of covers bearing any of the markings in Plate I on page 41 of
Chronicle 105, which add to the data concerning those markings, are still
solicited.

Reverend William Parkes has written about th e cover shown on page 113
of Chronicle 106, and which bears the marking "SENT BACK TO ENGLAND /
WITHOUT A REASON/FOR NON-DELIVERY." Rev. Parkes confirms this
to have been a British marking used for many years both before and after the
Civil War, as applied upon covers returned to England. However, he points
out that th e docketin g considered by the Period Editor to have been applied
by an eventual recipient in the Confederacy may as well have been applied
by the sender wh en the cover was returned to him in England. He comments,
with which th e Period Editor tends to agree, that th e holo graph of the docket
ing and that of the address could easily be that of th e same person. However,
this assumption still leaves some unresolved questions, or at least further
exploration of how covers bearing this marking were subsequently handled.

Richard B. Graham
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns. and we are - strong in Hawaii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South N.plel, Florid. 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
ANOTHER LAST DAY OF 15-CENT RATE TO FRANCE
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

In the final par agraph of his brief article "Las t Day of 15-Cent Rate to
France," Michael Laurence concluded : "It would be interesting to see other
cove rs to France th at tr aveled on this crossing of the Rhein, to ascer tain if all
such we re treated according to the terms of the 1857 treaty ." I Fortunately,
another example can now be illustrat ed , as well as covers to France from the
immediately preceding and following mail sailings from New York City. This
article will not take into conside ration th e possibili ty 6f covers to France
carried by th e Allan line from Portland, Maine, to Liverpool, England, in early
January of 1870.

Before discus sing th ese three covers, a brief list of th e sailings from New
York City by ships of th e lines known to have carrie d transatlantic mail will
be presented. These sailings, from Decemb er 29, 1869, through January 8, 1870,
are as shown in Table 1.2

.~

Figure 1. A 15¢ "F" grill that paid the 15·cents treaty rale 10 France on a cover sent on Ihe December 29, 1169,
sailing of "Russia."

The cover in Figure 1 was mailed from Elizabeth, N..J., on December 28,
1869. The 15¢ "F" grill stamp ( Scott 98 ) paid the under ~ ounce treaty rate
to France. The New York exchange office applied a red "NEW PAID YORK
6, DEC 29" ("DEC" inverted ) treaty credit marking, and sent it on the Cunarder
Russia which sailed on th e same day. France applied a red boxed "PD", and
the blue "ETATS-UNIS SERVo AM. CALAIS, 11 JANV. 70." Russia was the
last ship to carry French Treaty mail out of New York City prior to the ex
piration of th e French Treaty at midnight on Decemb er 31, 1869; however,
Russia was not th e last ship to carry French Treaty mail out of New York City,
as was shown by Laurence.

Figure 2 is a fold ed letter, written in French , that is he aded "New York,
31 December 1869." It is franked by a 12¢ 1869 stamp ( Scott 117) which

I. Chro nicle 105:50 -1.
2. Taken fro m various Ch ronicle articles by Fr iend and H u bbard , u npu bli shed saili ng data

by Fri end , and Salles T om e IV:234.
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TABLE I

N . Y . DEPAR T UR E
Dec. 29, I869-Wed .
Dec. 30, 1869-Th ur.
.Ian . I , I870-Sat.

.Ian . I , 1870-Sat.
j an , 4, 1870-Tues.

j an . 5, 1870·Wcd .
.Ian . 5, I870-Wed .
J an. 6, 1870·Thur.
j an . 8, 1870-Sat.
j an. 8, 1870·Sat.
j an . 8, 1870-Sat.

SH IP, U N E
R ussia, Cu na rd
Tripoli, Cnna rd
Rhein, N . G. L.

City of Washington, Inman
Ham monia tt, H AP AG

Manhattan, G u ion
N emesis, Cu nard
T ariia, Cnna rd
St. Lau rent , Fren ch
Amerira, N. G. L.
City of Balt imore. Inman

A RR IVAL
Q ueenstow n , J an . ?
Queenstow n. Jan . 10
Sou tham pton, .Ia n . I I

Queen stow n , J an . I I
Plym outh , .Ian. I4
Cherhourg, .Ia n . 15
Q ueen stow n , J a n. 15
Queen stown, J a n . 15
Queen stown , .Ian. 15
H avre , J an . 19
Sou tha mpto n, J an . 19
Que enstown , j a n . 18

M A ILS TO
FRA NCE
T reat y v. Eng.
No m ai l>
Trea ty v. Eng .
Br., oA?
No ma il "
No Ply. ma il
Am. Pkt. , d .
Br. , oA
No ma il "
No mail ·
Fr. Pk t. , d .
Br., oA
No mail "

· T he Cunard an d Inman lin es refused to carry th e British mai ls for the compensa tion offered
under th e new U. Sc-Bri ris h T rea ty. wh ich went into effec t on J a nu ary I, 1870. Fo llo wing th e
sa ili ng of Ru ssia on December 29, IR69, th ese two lin es refused 10 ca rr y the mail s un til furt her
notice. T o fill thi s void , an "a rra nge me n t" was made on December 29, 1869, with the Guion
line to carry mails week ly from New Yor k City, beginning on J an na ry 5. 1870. T he Guion
lin e eventually entered into a con tract to carry the mails for two years, beginn ing re troactively
on J anuary I , 1870.

T" • •. .
• ~ ( '1 : .. ;<r.
. »e: ~ ~..

.1"',; ... '

41" -",,\ "- ~ '.,

" . _ -a .,...
"I ••

' . .. \ -

/

I
! .

Figure 2. A 121! 1869 that underpaid the 15·cent, treaty rate to France on a folded letter sent on the January 1,
1870, 'ailing of "Rhein." The folded letter bea .. two treaty marking, of December 31, and a nan·treaty marking
of Janu ary 1.

variously would underp ay the 15-cents French Treaty rate, overp ay th e 4-cents
British Op en Mail rate, and pay exactly the 12-cents fully-paid British rate ( the
so-called "Phantom" rate ). The former rate was in effect through December
31, 1869, and the latter two were in effect, at least theoreti cally, on January 1,
1870. It is doubtful, however, that the New York exchange office rated any
12-cents British rates in early January of 1870.:1 The lO-cents American Packet
direct ra te , also effective on Janu ary 1, 1870, would not apply, as the. Rhein
debarked all of its mail for France at Southampton . Th e New York exchange
office applied a red "NEW PAID YORK 6, D EC 31" ("DEC" inver ted ) treaty
credit marking. Realizing this was in error because of the 12-cents franking,
a black straight-line handstamp "INSUFFICIENTLY PAID" was applied over
the credit marking, and a black "NEW 18 YORK, DEC 31" treaty debit
marking was also applied . The "18" mistakenly rep resents a two times 9-cents
doub le weight debi t. Once again, realizing the "18" was in error, it was crossed
out by two pen strokes, and a small red "NEW YORK, JAN. 1" non-treaty
marking was applied partially over the debi t marking. Obviously, th is folded

3. The earliest " Phantom" rate recorded by Ch arles Starnes was rated at New York City
on February 26, 1870 (see Chro nicle 68:176 ) .
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letter created much confusion on the parti cular two days ( December 31 and
January 1 ) when confusion should have been the order of the dayl Finally, the
non-treaty l anuary 1 ma rking notwithstand ing, the cover was sent as French
Treaty ma i , just as was Prof. Stappo's cover. This is shown by the blu e "ET.
UNIS SERVo AM. CALAIS, 12 JANV. 70" treaty-period marking which is ap 
pli ed directly over the non-treaty New York marking ( possibly on purpose) ,
and by the black "8" which is, in this case, the single rate tr eaty due of 8
decimes (approximately 15 cents ) . This is further shown by the lack of any
British markings wh ich would indica te a British Open Mail or fully prepaid
Briti sh rate.

Clearl y, this would have been a great item for "The Cover Comer"! Seldom
does one have the opportunity to view a folded letter bearing two different
last-day treaty markings, plus a first-day non-treaty markin g. Can anyone else
report a similar use?

The fact that th is cover was sent as French Treaty mail, even though a
non-treaty marki ng was applie d, seems to indica te that all mail for France sent
on this trip of the Rhein went as French Treaty mail. One still wonders, how
ever, wha t the markings would indicate if a cover to France bearing only a
January 1, 1870, marking would tum up . Perhaps we will never know for sure.

Figure 3. A 1St " F" grill Ihat overpaid the 10·cenls American Packel direct rate 10 France affixed to a folded
letter sent on the January 4, 1870, sailing of "Hammoni. II ." The folded letter originated at Yokohama, Japan,
and wu carried out of ,he mails into San Frlncisco by an agent or individual aboard 'he "China."

Figure 3 is a fold ed letter (front only ) which bears the docketing "Yoko
ham a, 1 December 1869, Siber & Brennwald." The paper of the letter is water
marked "YOKOHAMA, SIBER & BRENNWALD." The handstamp "HENTSCH
& BERTON, Dec. 25, 1869, SAN FRANCISCO" is on the back. These fact s,
plus the San Francisco postmark of Decemb er 27, indicate this folded letter
was carried pri vately by an agent or individual aboard the China (Pacific Mail
Steam Ship Co. ) into San Francisco, as the China arrived there on December
25, 1869.4 A small red "NEW YORK, JAN. 4" non-treaty marking was applied
at New York City, and it was sent on the HAPAG liner Ham monia II direct to
Cherbourg, France. The 15¢ "F" grill stamp (Scott 98 ), whi ch undoubtedly
was affixed originally to pay the treaty ra te, overpaid the 10-cents American
Packet direct rat e to France. The French applied a Cherbourg receiving mark
of Janu ary 15, 1870 and, in this case, a black "8" for 8 decimes French internal
du e, as the U.S. stamp paid the cover only to the French fronti er.

4. Hallibu r ton, Roger , and Spaulding. Pacif ic Crossings From Japan, 1858-79, I.S.J. P .
Monograph 3:21.
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Assuming the Rhein carri ed only French Treaty mail on its sailing of
January 1, 1870, the Hammonia II carri ed the first non-treaty mail of any kind
direct to France from New York City on January 4, 1870.5

It is of addi tional interest to note that the records of Charles Starnes contain
descriptions of covers sent to France on the January 8, 1870, sailings of St.
Laurent and America. The St. Laurent cover (sent French Packet direct at
the 10-cents rate) bears a red "NEW YORK, JAN. 8" non-treaty marking, a
black octagonal "ETATS-UNIS PAQ. FR. H No 4", and a black "8".6 This
sailing of the St. Laurent carried the first non-treaty direct mails to France
by French packet.

The America cover (sent British Open Mail , with a lOti 1869 stamp over 
paying the 4-cents rate ) bears a red "NEW YORK PAID ALL BRITISH
TRANSIT, JAN. 8" marking, two strikes of the black two-line "PAID ONLY
TO ENGLAND", a black "GB, 40c" tray marking, an indistinct Amb. Calais
marking, and a French style "5" (5 decimes for under 10 grams ). The year
of use is shown in a private New York handstamp of 1870.7 Only the Guion
Manhattan , and possibly the Rhein, could have carri ed earlier post-January 1,
1870, examples of British Open Mail covers to France.

In conclusion, covers to France have been shown or described from five
of the six mail sailings from New York City from December 29, 1869, through
January 8, 1870. Can anyone show us a cover to France from th e sailing of
Manhattan on January 5, 1870? Additional reports of covers to France during
this period are solicited, especially covers carried by the Rhein on January 1, 1870.

5. Mich ael La urence reports two addi tio nal covers to France o n the J anuary 4. 1870 , sa il
ing of H am m on ia 1I: Parke-Bernet Ga ller ies. In c., 11/ 3·8{1941 sa le (Knapp II ) . lot 2489. and
Sotheb y Parke Bernet Sta mp Auction Co.• In c.• 6/1 4/ 1978 sale (Jllh rillg) lot 789.

6. The Sta rnes records con ta in tracings of th ese markings m ad e from a cover in th e J ack
Molesworth collection. Unfortu na tely. th e U.S. sta mp franking th e cover is not sta ted. and
th ere is no pho tograph.

7. T he auct ion clip ping in the Starn es record s is fro m th e Robert A. Siege l sale of
April 24-5. 1968, lot 893.
"Stamps are most valued where

best they are known ." - A no ny mous

When selling your collection, call An-

drew Levitt. His appreciation for fine

stamps, cultivated by a lifetime in

philately, will bring you full value for

your collection.

Andrew Levitt, Inc.
America's leading buyer 0/ select 19th century U.S. material .

(203) 743·2016

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
NINETY CENT SMALL BANKNOTE STAMP ON COVER
RICHARD SEARING

In th e last issue updated information was presented for the surviving
covers bearing th e 90¢ stamps of the 1870-1888 period inclusive. However ,
there remains one 90¢ banknote stamp wh ich to the present has been omitted
from thi s research. When the original compil ation appeared in Chronicle 88,
I had never recorded a single exam ple of the 90¢ 1890 sma ll banknote stamp
on cover in reviewing nearly for ty years of auction cata logs and price lists.

In 1976, however, within a period of six months I not only locat ed two
such covers hereto unrecorded , but, through extraordinary good fortu ne , I was
able to add th em to my personal collection. Eager to sha re thi s coup with other
classic stude nts, I wr ote an article whi ch eventually ap peared in the APS
journal ." Th e reason that the article appe ared in thi s way was that the Chronicle
at that tim e exte nded th e banknote period only to the 1888 issues, which left
the 1890 issue of small banknote sta mps exclud ed .

Times have change d so, with the blessing of our editor, th e 1890 issue of
sta mps has found a home in the pages of thi s section. With this bri ef history,
I will now present some of the dat a which first appeared in The American
Philatelist.

The reade r response to the American Philatelist art icle was not overwh elm
ing , but at least one more partial cover with th e 90¢ 1890 stamp was recorde d.
Additio nal info rmation was also received whic h reflect s on the reason for the
scarcity of th e 1890 issue high values on cover. In fac t, the reco rd shows th at
th e 90¢ value on cove r is rarer than all of the large 90¢ banknote stamps with
th e exce ption of th e National issues with and without the grill.

....' ..
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Figu,e 1. The 15; stlmp of the 1890 issue tied f,om New Hlven, Conn. , to Wellington, Clpe of Good Hope ,
South Af,ica, dated July 21, 1891. The stlmp PIYS a single lelfe, , "te to a non-member country of the Univer·
sal Postal Union .

Th e 90¢ sm all banknote stamp wa s issued on February 22, 1890, with
nearly th e same design as th e ea rlier 90¢ stamps in a bright oran ge shade which
tends to show can cels badly. Th e Postm aster Gene ra l's records indicate 219,721
stamps printed and issued to postmasters for sale. Th ese sta mps were still
availabl e in some areas as late as 1910. Neve r again was the U.S. Government

I. R. M. Searing , "The 90¢ Sma II Banknote Stamp of 1890," T he American Ph ilatelist ,
February, 1977, p . 120.
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to issue a stamp in the odd denomin ation of 90¢. A fine article describing the
design and the designers of the 90¢ stamp appeared in the SPA Journal a few
years ago and is worth reading.f

In the American Philatelist articl e, several reasons for the apparent scarcity
of the 90¢ 1890 stamp on cover were discussed. These are summarized briefly
as follows:

Up to 1913, the largest weight acceptable for domestic U.S. mail was 64
ounces. Therefore, only bulky and heavy parcels would require a 9O¢ stamp
and at 2¢ per Mounce , two or more 9O¢ stamps would represent an overpay
ment. The treaty rate for mail to the UPU countries in 1890 was 5¢ per Moz.,
but there was no weight limit on the mail sent. Thus, large blocks of 90¢ stamps
are found with registry marks to foreign destinations. Mail destined for non
UPU countries in all cases was charged less than 24¢ per ounce by 1890. For
instance, the rate to the Cape of Good Hope was 15¢ per Moz. and mail to the
Transvaal was 23¢ per ~ oz.

Figure 2. Black of twelve plus twa .Ingle. of the 90" 30" end peir of 10, .temp. of the 1890 issue tied to
piece of cenve. paying $13.10 an regi.lered mail aut of New York City an July 30, 1892.

Collectors of this period rarely appreciated covers with the original stamps
still on the envelope. Most stamps , particularly unusual and high value de
nominations, were generally removed and placed in the albums of the day. In
addition, the first commemorative issues began during this period and who
wouldn't prefer a more glamorous $1 Columbian on cover than the common
90¢ regular issue? Despite these odds , some covers always manage to survive
through the years and we shall now examine some examples of the period.

Figure 1 shows a single letter rate from the Landsfear correspondence to
the Cape of Good Hope in 1891. Most such surviving letters show the 15¢ rate
with few double or multiple rates known.

Figure 2 shows a portion of a package with registered markings out of
New York City paying the large amount of $13.10 to a foreign destination. The
payment consists of a block of 12 plus a pair of the 90¢ stamp with a 30¢ and
pair of !O¢, all of the 1890 issue. Blocks of 20 and 16 of the 90¢ stamp are on
the record.

2. Cra ig J. T urner , "T he Postmaster Genera l's Postage Stamp -VII ," S.P .A . Jou rn al , Au

gust , 1973, p . 73I.
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:Mr. H. E. Deats,

Figure 3. Small philatelic cover bearing a lingle copy of the 90, 1890 stemp mened lram New York City to
New Jersey on January 6, 1893. Grols overpayment of the 2, lingle lener rate.

The only way th at a 90¢ stamp of this period could exist on a small do
mestic cover is shown in Figure 3. Students will recognize the name of Hiram
Deats , who was among a small handful of collectors in this period who ap
preciated stamps on cover. This unique piece of philatelic mail overpays the
U.S. dom esti c rate of thi s period by 88¢ at a time wh en $1 was a day's wage.
The mailing date of January 6, 1893, was only four days afte r the opening in
Chicago of the World's Columbian Exposition. I have records of over 30 dollar
value Columb ian sta mps on cover in th is era, but the cover in Figure 3 is the
only such that I have eve r recorded .

In response to my earlier APS article I located another partial cover with
the 90¢ stamp as shown in Figure 4. This is a portion of a large package ad
dressed to the same company in Berlin where several covers bearing the 9O¢
purple American Banknote stamp of 1888 are also recorded (see Chronicle 106) .
This is also one of the few surviving covers bearing the 30¢ denomination of
the 1890 issue.

Figure 4. Portion of large package bearing a l ingle copy each of the 90, and 30, 1890 Itampi on registered men
out of Now York City to B'rlin dated February 17, 1892 .

Figure 5 shows the closest that I can come to a full cover showing a non
philatelic usage of the 90¢ stamp during the 1890 period. Th is cover surfaced
in 1975 in an auction of primarily Slavic and Eastern European material. It
was originally the front of a 17 ounce package mailed on June 20, 1894, from
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Flgu r. 5. L.rg. pi.c. of wr.pper bearing ca pi.. of th e 9Ot . 30t . lOt . and 8t stamps of th. 1890 i..u• . Th.
past.g. of $1.78 p.id th. reg istered ,at . an • 17 cun ee p.ck. g• • ddr....d to th. King of Serbia f rom the
S.n Fr.ncisca Midwint.r Exposition d. ted Jun . 20. 1894 .

the San Francisco Midwinter Exposition to the then King Alexander I of Serbia.
Th e San Francisco Registry markings are in red, the New York registry is in
black, and the Belgrade receiving mark at the lower right is blue. The king
was apparently not in Belgrad e and the package was forwarded to Nis (pro
nounced Nish ) in southern Serbi a. Perhaps the King had a summer palace in
this area . Th e script "registered" is in both the Lat in and Cyrillic alphabets,
but the address is in French. The comer card was cut out and pasted to the
package, but it is nicely tied by the cancel on the 90<1 stamp . Alexander had less
than 10 years to live when he received this mail ; he was assassina ted by a
riva l in 1903.

To the present the record shows one philateli c overpaid cover, two non
philatelic wrappers, and perh aps six blocks of 20 or fewer 90<1 stam ps from the
1890 issue. In addition two or three examples survive on cu t-to-size squares,
one with a purple registry cancel.

Correspondence and comments are welcomed.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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~~ Borrow with confidence ~~I In any emergency, borrow I

the money you need at ~

;

- - Edelman's. Use your collec- I- ~
M tion as colla tera l and still

retain complete ownership.
liM At Edelman's, you can ~

~ obtain qu ick , confidenti al ' I~~

~. loans for any amount up "'I'~lvi to 80 % of the value of \Ulmyour properties - from ~
~ $50 to $50,000 and more. ~
~ ~rite today for further ~,
!tj Info rmation. \~~

I
~ r ede/mon 's ~
W 301 Old York Road ~
feSt! Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 (9)
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1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I cenalwevs use any U.S.-.
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction. Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.o. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
C

U.S. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. o. Box 645 APS
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA
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PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

MARITIME
PHILIP COCHRrLL

The Woermann Steamship Line of Hamburg
Covers both the Woermann and su bsequent Deutsche Ost Afrika
Line. The history, ships and markings from 1877-1 96 5
1980 reprint, 33 pages, ca rd $6 .50

Libe ria
The plating, cancell at ion s and forg e ries of th e first iss ues in add ition
to the Elder Dempste r Line and 8ritish Paq ue bot markings 1979,
the 10 booklets bound in full leather, a fine b ind ing _ $65 .00

N.R.P. BONSOR
North Atlantic Seaway

A fine coverage of the ships and their lines. Non phi latel ic but most
use fu l and often sighted in the Chronicle , Ha rg est , etc. A revised
and expanded ve rsion of the 19 55 ed itio n.
Vol. 1 1975, 471 page s, cloth ------------------------------------------------------
Vo l. 2, 1978, 392 pa ges, cloth _
Vol. 3, 19 79 , 5 13 pages, cloth ------------------------
Vol. 4 expected in la te 19 80 _
Vol. 5, expected in 198 1 _

FRANK STAFF
The Transatlantic Mail

1980 re pri nt of 19 56 book, to a ppear th is ye ar _

A. D. SMITH
The De ve lopme nt of Rat es of Postage

1979 reprint of 1917 boo k, 443 pages, cloth, edit ion of 400

$1 9. 95
$1 9. 95
$2 9 .95

$3 5.00

$4 0. 00

ESSAYS
CLARENCE W. BRAZER

A Histor ical Catalo g of U.S. Stam p Essays and Proofs
The O maha, Trans-Miss iss ippi Issue , 1898

1939, 4 8 pages, card , er rata slip __ $ 12 .50 ~.

The 18 47 Issu e
1947, 32 pages, ca rd _ $1 2.50 _

-',The above tw o booklets are from a new find of the original edition and are in
VF or better condition . They are e xtremely useful as the detai led information on
the proofs, various print ings, etc . is not contained in Brazer's magnificent 1941
book "Essays For U.S. Adhesive Postage Stamps" .

Essays fo r U.S. Adhesive Postage Stamps
1977 re pri nt of 19 41 bo ok , 315 pages, cloth $3 0. 00

PICTURE POSTCARDS
FRANK STAFF

The Picture Postca rd and its Orig in
1979 reprint of 19 66 book, 96 pages, cloth __ $17.75

Picture Postcards and Travel
1979, 96 pages, cloth .____________________ _______________ _____________ ______ _____ ____ $1 7.75

CATALOG 5
Ju st ou t, f ree to ou r customers, ot he rwi se $2 .00

(502) 451-0317

Leonard H. H artmann
Post Office Box 21397 Loui sville, Ky. 40221
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARL ES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
THE PRUSSIAN CONVENTION NEWSPAPER MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES

From 16 Oct . 1852-1 [ul. 1862, there were sent from the U.S. 683,5831

"news papers.?" under term s of the U.S.-Prussian convention. Th ese regulations
were specified in the 1852 convention," Article V, in a paragraph of some com
plexity:

Ne wspape rs, not weigh ing mor e tha n two ou nces eac h , lIlay be sen t in sa id closed
mail s, wh en th e wh ole po stage of six cen ts is prep aid th ereon a t th e mailing office.
The Prussian charge will be two cen ts, or th e nearest practical eq u ivalen t in Prussia n
coin , per newsp aper,-the Prussian office to acco un t to Belgium for its tra nsit postage
th er eon , wh en th e newsp ap er is sent in closed mai ls fro m th e United Sta tes; and the
U nited Stat es cha rge of postag e will be four cen ts per newspaper ,-the United States
to acco u n t with th e British Post Office both for th e British tr ansit postage of two
cents th er eon , (whe the r th e pap er is sen t [rom or rece ived in th e Un ited States), and
for the Belgian transit postage of one cent each on a ll newspaper s sen t in said closed
mails from Prussia . T he Prussian newspaper po stage of two cents, and the American
cha rge of four cen ts, is to be in a ll cases collected of th e sende r , and th e news pa per
shall not be admi tted in such closed mails unl ess th e whole postage thereon sha ll have
been prepaid. Two-thirds of each newspaper postage sha ll be credi ted to the Un ited
States, and one -th ird to Prussia , whether th e same is coll ected in Prussia or the United
Stat es. Said newspapers are to be su bject to th e laws and regu la t ions of each country,
resp ectively, in regard to th eir liabi lit y to be ra ted with letter postage wh en cont ai n
in g written m atter, or for an y o the r cause speci fied in said laws and regula tions. They
must be sent in narrow bands, op en at th e sid es or ends.

So there was established an international rate (between the U.S. and the
G.A.P.U.) of 6¢ or 2~ silbergroschen, prepayment obligatory. But we find the
rate tables listed only a 6¢ prepaid charge from the U.S. for newspapers ad
dressed to nearly all destination s beyond the G.A,P.U.; in 1861, excluding Indi a
(l3¢ ) and Hong Kong ( 1O¢), the 6¢ listin g included 19 places for Turkey in
Europe and Asia, 11 places for Italy, Moldavia, Wallachia, Ionian Islands,
Greece , Russ ia, Poland, Sweden, Norway, and Switzerland. Since the 6¢ charge
was also the international rate, the postag e paid in the U.S. was for tr ansit
only to the exit office of the G.A.P.U.- Paid to Border mail."

Bradford Shepp has submitted the wrapper illustrated . Previous to his
disco very the author had no record of a PCM newspaper cover, nor did Allan
Radin (a PCM student of merit ) . Normally it is best policy to base a "new"
philatelic find ing on more than one example, but this item most certainly ap
pears to be genuine, an d its description may bring similar wrappers to sur face.
Shepp's wrapper (a pat riotic envelope cut open at both ends ) was franked
with two 3¢ Type II '57 stamps for the 6¢ "newspaper" ra te, from Cape Vin-

I. PM C R eport s for 1853-62, Wierenga reprints.
2. W hat is a newspaper? The officia l domestic defi nitions were a source of trouble, as

noted in the 1850 PM C R eport :
The term newspaper is not so fu lly defined by the existing laws upon th at su bjec t as

to enab le the department to decid e , without emba rrassment and difficu lt y, whe ther a par
ticular periodical is or is not to be deem ed a newspaper ; and, th ough decisions in part icu lar
cases ha ve, at different tim es, been made in the department; the y hav e no t re lieved the
questi on from perplexity and em barrassme nt.

Now, from Sec. 122 of th e 1857 Postal R egulations, th ere is the following definition :
A newspaper is defined to be an y p rinted publication issu ed in numbers, and published at
short sta ted intervals of not mo re th an a month. conve ying intelligence of pa ssing eve nts . I t
gen era lly consists of a sheet, but may be composed of two sheets of paper.

None of th e early conve nt ions defined " newspa pe r"; in international practice it was transien t
printed matter (circu la rs , p rices-cu rr ent. b road sides, period icals, news sheets, etc.j , th e rate
depen dent on "per ea ch" or per wt , in oz. T he definition by po stal con vention was not par
ticularly im portant, since th e acceptan ce of such printed ma tt er was "subject to the laws and
regulati on s" of both countri es.

3. U.S. Statu tes at Large, 16, 963-75.
4. Allan Radin explains an inter esting Paid to Border letter usage, Chronicle 105, 38-9.
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cent, N.Y. (probably 1861 ). At the New York office a red PAID ALLII was
stamped and the wrapper sent closed mail to Aachen, where there was applied
the regular red AACHEN FRANCO paid excha nge marking, and then a
FRANCO/PREUSS. RESP. VEREI NS/AUSGANGS GRENZE Paid to Border
stamp." A red crayon ms. indicates 10 rapp en due at Geneva, Switzerland.

Patrioti c " newspape r" wrapper. Cape Vincent , N.Y. to Geneva, Switze rland. By Prussi an close d malls, wi th Peld
to Bord er hdstp .

Although the use of the Prussian Paid to Border hdstp. is quite logical as
an indication of additional postage to be paid at destination, we cannot be sure
from this one PCM wrapper whether it was standard practice or not. More
examples, anyone?

5. This red or black 54 x 9 mm . hd stp. was regularly used from New York, without a
cds., on prices-current and newspaper wrappers sent p repaid under th e Brem en or Hamburg
conven t ions to German destinations, observed 1862-66 usage.
6. Type B, ear liest cover of reco rd. Sep. 1860.
ADDENDUM: CHRONICLE 66-U.S. CONSULAR +
BRITISH MAIL TO GREECE

JOHN V. WOOLLAM

•..
"
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In an art icle on mail to Greece, George Hargest listed four routes by which
mail was sent. Perhaps I am being pedantic, but should not consular mail be
added? The illustration shows a cover (o riginal letter inside ) from East Hamp
ton July 29, 1870, to th e U.S. Consu l, Piraeus, Greece, and sent via B.F. Stevens
Despatch Agency! at London August 16, 1870. The cover was forwarded through
the British mails after Sd, franking, reaching Piraeus 12 September.

l. Richard B. Graham, Postal History Journal, 11, 51-71: 12,6-8.
ADDENDUM: CHRONICLE 75-BREMEN OR HAMBURG
24~ RATE TO ITALY

JOHN V. WOOLLAM

Again George Hargest pointed my nose toward s the scent when he wrote
that excellent article on R. Vogel's Bremen mail cover to Rome September 1867,
showing the rare 24¢ rate. Illustrated is a Hamburg mail example, November
1867. The German rate markings differ slightly in the two covers. Th e Vogel
cover is marked "16" and "14" making a total of 30 kreuzer, which at 0.67cf;
was worth a little more than 20¢, the German equivalent of the 21¢ credit.
Th e cover shown is marked "32" in red crayon which equates to 21.4¢.
CORRECTIONS, ETC., ETC.
In an effort of the author to do a little weeding of his past published errors,

Gentle Reader will please note the following:
Ghr. 45, 26 ("Rate to Oldenburg, via Hamburg"). Th e author now believes
th at the 1857 PL&R Bremen-Hamburg rat e of 12¢ is a printer's error, the
previous 13¢ rate continuing in effect to Feb. 1867. Two reasons: rates to Ger
man autonomies by the Bremen mails were taken also for the Hamburg mail s
in JuI. 1857, and there is no record of a 2¢ GAPU transit charge, which would
have been required for a 12¢ rate.
Chr . 86, 21 ("Prussian Closed Mail to Hong Kong" ). British territorial transit
should have be en bas ed on the Mar. 1863 U.S.-U.K. additional articles, which
give a value of 3¢/OA oz. letter, instead of the stated 5¢.
Ghr. 87, 190 ("Mails to Russia"). In rate table, change date "8/63" to "5/63."
Ghr. 91, 222-23 ("U.S.-Egypt Mails") . Several changes in rates have been forced
by the evidence of early via Brindisi covers. A copy of the revised Egypt rate
table can be furnished on request.
Ghr. 102, 140 ("Unpaid and Part-Paid Letters" ). Under column "effective date",
change second entry from "7/70-7/75" to "7/70-10/71."

Charles J. Starnes
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ADDENDUM: CHRONICLE 89-34£' RATE TO MEXICO
JOHN V. WOOLLAM

George Hargest wrote here about the 34¢ "temporary" rate to Mexico,
1863-66 (actually the rate was valid, if not operative, 1 Jan. 1853-1 Jan . 1868).
Mail was sent to Havana and thence by British inter-colonial packet to St.
Thomas and onwards to Vera Cruz by Royal Mail Line. The rate of 34¢ was
made up of 10¢ U.S. postage, the American Packet rate to Cuba, plus British
postage of 24¢ (Lsh. ) . The illustration (courtesy of Robson Lowe Ltd.) shows
a variation of this postal procedure. The cover, addressed to the U.S. Consul
at Tampico c/o U.S. Consul, Havana, was prepaid IO¢ in the U.S. for the
American Packet rate. After delivery to the American Consul at Havana, the
letter was forwarded via the British post office at Havana, a double rate of
2sh. being paid for transit to Tampico .
ADDENDUM: CHRONICLE 90-0PEN MAIL TO BELGIUM
FROM PHILADELPHIA

JOHN V. WOOLLAM

... -" -- - . 1

Charles Starnes wrote here about the Philadelphia exchange office mark
ings and commented that "no covers [have been] noted as yet addressed to
destinations beyond the U.K. by British mails" and processed by the Phila
delphia exchange office. The cover shown was, I thou ght, the first example
when I bid for it in auct ion. Later Charles Starnes explained that I had been
misled by a gross error on the part of the Philad elph ia exchange office. Yes,
the cover went via the Philadelphia exchange office and yes, it went to Belgium
via the U.K., but the clerk had processed an open mail 21¢ rate to Belgium
Chronicle 107 / August 1980 / Vol. 32. No. 3 20!l



(Chronicle 56, 118-19 ) as if it was a single ra te to England by American packet.
Accord ingly, in error he applied the 3 PHIL At,,!. PKT.
ADDENDUM: CHRONICLE 100, 102-TWO FROM INDIA
AND ONE TO FRANCE

JOHN V. WOOLLAM

Figure A. From Indi a to U.S. in 18Ml th rough Portl and exchange off ice by Amer ican packet.

Charles Starnes's articles on U.S.-Ind ia mails have stimulated much interest .
I would like to add two more examples of unusual usage. Figure A shows an
11:560 25 annas rate cover to the U.S., British mail via Marseilles. This is an
uncommon multiple ra te, J,;-Jioz., with the London office retaining 2sh . 11d. (3sh.
ld. less 2 x 1d. colonial retention) and crediting U.S. with 321 (2 x 16¢-) for
sea postage via Allan liner Bohemian, which arriv ed at Portland 12 Septem
ber 1860. Th e Portland exchange office marked the letter 101 collect ( 2 x 5¢
U.S. inland charge) and applied its own office marking.

Figure B. To India via Southa mpton w ith handsta mp to explain why BrIndisi rou te wa. not employed.

Figure B illustrates the 221 rate to India, British mail via Southampton,
1870-75. It was insuff icien tly prepaid for the Brindi si route, as requested by
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the sender, and was routed via Southampton with the London office applying
the handstamp INSUFFY STAMPED / VIA-BRI NDISI to explain any delay
in travel time occas ioned by this route change. The New York office cred ited
London with 18<1, and London credited Ind ia with Id,

Figure C. 15; Lincoln by "St . Laurent" Ind cencened by Inchor In rectlngle of dots.

Finally, in numerous Chronicles articles and notes have appeared on the
U.S.-French mails. Figure C shows a prepaid 1867 U.S. letter to France posted
on board the Fren ch mail stea mer St. Laurent and correctly marked with the
usua l Ligne H cds. plus the cancel of anchor within rec tangle of dots.
McBRIDE STAMP AUCTIONS, INC.
Bonded Auctioneers - Appraisers - City & State licensed

Phone: 503-235-7071

3630 S.E. 34th Ave. Box C Portland r Oregon 97202

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION OCTOBER 5

Seattle ASDA Fall Bourse
September 12-14

WE WILL ATTEND:
STaMpsHOW 8Q-A.P.S. 9th Annual Convention

September 25-28, Spokane, Washington

Send For Free Illustrated Catalog

Prices Realized Free With # 10 SASE

Consignments Of Fine Material Always Welcome
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THE CUNARD LINE'S MAIL PACKETS ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC 1870-1875
WALTER HUBBARD

At the end of 1869, the Comp any refused the compensation offered by
th e United States Post master General for the carriage of the U.S. ma ils from
New York to Queenstown and Liverpool. This disagreement lasted until June
1870 when th e two parties, faced with th e imminence of the Franco -Prussian
war and th e suspension of the North German Lloyd and Hamburg Ameri can
services from Brem en and Hamburg, came to terms .

Apart from th e excep tions noted in the Sailing List , the United States mails
were carried to Qu eenstown and Liverpool on Thursdays from New York from
16 Ju ne 1870 to 4 Ma y 1871, on Saturdays from Boston from 3 June 1871 to 25
December 1875 and on Wedn esdays from New York from 7 January 1874 to
29 December 1875. Thus th ere was another period, thi s time of 30 days, when
th e Cunard Company carried no United Sta tes mails to Grea t Britain , followed
by a break of over two and a half years in the regular service from New York.

Figure I. Double letter from Ohio 10 AI..ce wilh two copies of 10¢ 1869. Car ried by Cunarder "MalIa!'

Posted near Dayton , Ohio on 1 May 1871, ( NAT. MIL. ASYLUM MAY 1 0
in blue ) the cover illustrated as Figure 1 (about half size ), prepaid 20 cents
by two 10 cent stam ps of the 1869 issue for a doubl e rat e letter by th e Closed
Mail Route via England, went th rough New York Exchange Office on 4 May
and was delivered at Ensisheim on 19 May ( backstamp EN SISHEIM 19/5
2-3M black cds ). Although th e letter was correctly add ressed to France, by
th e time it was delivered En sisheim was part of the new German Empire,
Alsace having been ceded under the Peace Treat y signed at Frankfurt on 10
May at the end of th e Franco-Prussian war.

Th e letter inside, with a manuscript dateline reading "The National Mili
tary Asylum for D.V.S. Central Branch, near Dayton, Ohi o May 1 1871", is a
plea for help from an inmate to the Mayor (pere au fils ) of his native town.
One can only hope that, in du e course, M. Louis Peter (or his son ) got him out
and safely home again.

Th e date of 4 May in th e New York Exchange Office handstamp, being a
Thursday, shows that th is cover was presum abl y carrie d by Malta of th e Cunard
Lin e. No other packet sailed on that day. She landed her mails at Qu eenstown
on 16 May at 1830 hrs, and thu s completed the Lin e's last Thursday sailing
from New York and wha t was to be their last regular voyage with th e United
States ma ils from New York for more th an two and a half yea rs.

Malta , in th e service from 1865 to 1882,1 made only one other voyage from
New York with th e United States mails (23 Junc 1870 ), although she occasional
ly carried themaiistoorfromBostonfrommid-1869tomid-1873. Noiliustra
tion of her during her years with the Cunard Lin e has been found, the one

I. N. R . P. BOl1Sor : No rth Atlant ic Seaway (1955 Edi tio n) .
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Figurl 2. ..M.lt.... in ,"rvlc" wi th the Cun.rd L1nl 1865.1882. Shown In 1899 .ftlr bling wrlckld .t Lond', End.

shown here being taken by a local photographer when she was wrecked on
Land's End in 1899.

Posted in New York on 6 January 1874 and prep aid with a 6 cents stamp
(Continental) cancelled by a New York Foreign Mail handstamp in black,
this single rate letter ( Figure 3) to England went th rough New York Exchange
Office on 7 January (NEW YORK JAN 7 X - in red ). Endorsed by the sender
"pr Calabria", it reached London on 19 January (LONDON E.C. B PAID 19
JA 74 - in red).

Figure 3. Leiter f rom. New York to London with 6¢ S.nk Not l . C.rried by thl ..C.I. brl...•

Under the arrangements which came into force in January 1874 by which
the United States Post Office Department decided , on a weekly basis, which
vessels should carry out the mails, the Wednesday sailings were allotte d to the
Chronicle 107 / Aug ust 1980 / Vol. 32. No.3 207



Cunard Company. Calabria, sailing from New York on Wednesday 7 January,
carried the first contract mails since Malta's voyage noted above. She arrived
at Liverpool on 18 January and doubtless carried this cover.

Built in 1857 for the European and Australian Line, Calabria was bought
by the Cunard Company in 1860 as Australasian, and was the first screw steamer
to carry the Cunard mails on a regular basis. Her last voyage as Australasian was
from New York on 26 May 1869 and her first as Calabria from New York on
26 January 1870. In the interim extensive changes were made and she was
given one engine (and one funnel ) instead of two. She continued in the service
until she was sold in 1876, later becoming a cable ship until she was scrapped
in 1898.2

I

\
- \

"

\

--~-
.'1

Figure 4...C.I.bri.... in .ervice with the Cunard Line 1860·1876. Known •• "Au.tralasi.n" until 1170.

Prior to March 1869, the responsibility of deciding whether the mails for
Liverpool and Scotland should be landed at Queenstown or carried on to
Liverpool had rested with the Commanders of the Cunard packets. In the
instructions given to the Cunard Company by the British Postmaster General,
they were told that the mails for London and Ireland were to be landed "in
variably" at Queenstown whilst, with regard to those for Liverpool and Scot
land, the Commander had to decide whether his ship or the mails carried by
the trains from Queenstown would be the first to reach Liverpool.3 If he estimat
ed that he would reach Liverpool after the mails carried by the trains from
Queenstown were due to arrive, then he had to land the Liverpool and Scottish
mails at Queenstown-and vice versa. In short, the arrangement was designed to
expedite the delivery of the mails, but whether the Commanders "invariably"
obeyed the rules or were always right in their calculations must remain a moot
point.

When the Company's new contract with the British Post Office came into
force in January 1869, the Sorting Officers on board the Cunard packets were
withdrawn from service and thereafter the old arrangement probably did not
work satisfactorily as, on 5 March 1869, the Postmaster General told the Cunard
Company that, in future, the decision would be entirely in the hands of the
Postmaster at Queenstown in consultation with the Cunard Company's Agents
at that port. On arrival, the Commanders were to be informed by the Agents
as to what decision had been made.'

2. Ibid .
3. Post Office Records, London: Post 48-304/55/198.
4. iu«.
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No evidence has been found to suggest that either thi s arrangement or
the basic guide-lines were changed in the yea rs covered by th e present Sailing
List.

In the reverse direction, in these six years th e British ma ils were, in gene ral ,
carried on Saturdays from Liverp ool to New York ( Sundays from Queenstown )
and on Tuesdays to Boston (Wednesdays from Queenstown ). The Liverpool
and most of the Scottish mails were put on board at Liverpo ol, the London
and Irish mails being embarked at Queenstown. Prior to Boston's bein g re
opened as a term inal port on 8 April 1871, th e Cunard packets with mails for
Boston , wh ich they landed there, wen t on to New York for the return tr ip. This
practice was continued on occasional voyages an d rev ived for a short time in
the summer of 1874. The arriva l dates at New York have not been included
in the Sailing List as they are irrelevant to th e mails but, on average, the
vessels arrived at New York four and a half days later.

When the Company once aga in started to carry th e Uni ted States mails
from Boston in June 1871, they did not use th eir best vessels so th at they
frequently arri ved too late to be able to sail on th e planned departure date
eighteen da ys after leaving Liverpool. Thi s was the same schedule as th at suc
cessfully maintained by the Line's faster stea mers on the longer run to New
York. A sample of 36 voyages in 1871 shows that the tr ips from Liverpool to
New York averaged 11.36 days and those to Boston 13.25 da ys. Eastbound
the times were 10.6 and 12 days.

It is also possible that departu res were sometimes delayed until a profitable
cargo was on board . On 15 May 1871, Messrs. Cunard , Burns & MacIver told
a reporter of The Times that as they had no permanent arrangement with th e
United States Government for the carriage of the homeward mails as they
had with the British Governm ent for the outboun d mails , the dep artures of
their steamers from New York were influenced by "mercantile considerations",
This interview was given a few weeks before the inau gur at ion of th e service
from Boston and it would seem that , for a tim e at least, the Cunard Company
was more interested in profitable trading than in the prompt despatch of th e
United States mails.

A comparison between the Sailing List and the figures given in the Uni ted
States Postmaster General's Annual Reports is set ou t below :

S.Lis t Pl\fG S.List Pl\fG
from NY R EP from B R EP

Fiscal Year to 30 J u ne 1870 3 (i) 32
do 1871 45 49 3
do 1872 2 50 50
do 1873 2 55 55
do 1874 29 25 54 54
do 1875 55 52 45 44
do 1876 26 (ii) 51 25 (iii) 51

(i) 26 voyag es not ed for th e first half of th is Fiscal Year
(ii) 26 do second do
(iii) 26 do do do

The Sailing List has been compiled , in part, in collabora tion with Clifford
L. Friend.
ADDENDUM
In the Hamburg American Lin e sailing list in Chronicle 106:138, th e ar

rival of Pomerania (from NY 30 Dec ) was omitt ed. She called at Plymouth
on 11 Jan (1700) 1876.
THE CUNARD LINE'S MAIL PACKETS ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC 1870-1875
WALTER HUBBARD AND CLIFFORD L. FRIEND

Abbreviations: NY New York : B Boston : LP Liverpool : QT Qu een stown: Tu T uesday :
Wed W ed nesd ay : Th T hursday: Sat Saturday : FI V or L /V fir st or last voyage on the North
At lan tic wit h mai ls for the Cuna rd Line : PD p lanned date of dep arture : • supp lementa ry
mail serv ice available : (M) ca rri ed th e British mail s from Li verpool and Queenstown to
New York or Boston ,
A figu re in brackets after a departu re from New York or Boston indicates a late sailing, a
questio n mark tha t th e date has not been confirmed.
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QT ARR
19 NY 29 Dec (M)
22 B 3 J an (M)

2 NY 15 do (M)
29 B 12 do (M)

9 NY 20 d o (M )
5 B 20 d o (M )

NY 27 d o (M)

N Y 3 May (M )
N Y 10 d o (M )

B 8 d o (M )
N Y 19 d o (M )

B 14 d o (M )

16 d o 17
19 d o 20
23 do 24
30 d o I May
26 do 27

7 Ma y 8
2 do 4

14 do 15
10 do II
17 do 18
21 do 22
28 do 29
24 d o 25
3 1 d o I Jun

4 June 5
3 1 My I Jun
II Jun 12
7 do 8

NY 15
B 14

NY 24
B 2 1

d o ; see note 3
no ma ils from NY

do
do
do
do
do
do
do

no mail s from NY
see note 6

do
do
do
d o
do
do

see not e 5
no mails from NY

NOTES
no m ails fro m NY

do
do ; see no te I

no mails fro m NY
do ; see note 2

no mails from NY

do
do
d o
do
do
do
do
do

do
see note 4

no m ail s fro m NY
do
d o
d o
do

do
do
do
do
do

see not e 3
no mails from NY

do
d o
d o

ARR QT or LP
LP 15 J an
25 J an (0400)
28 J an (1600)
3 1 J an (0300)

4 Feb (0430)
7 Feb (2230)

II Feb (1700)
17 Feb ( 1200 )
19 Feb (1600)
22 Feb ( 1300)
27 Feb (0600)
28 Feb (1300)

5 Mar (2000)
7 Mar (1700)

12 Ma r
LP 16 Ma r
LP 19 Mar
22 Mar (1400)
28 Mar (2115)

2 Apr
5 Ap r (0730)
9 Ap r (0900)

II Ap r (1800)

15 Ap r (1400)
18 Apr
23 Apr (1400)
27 Ap r (0600)
28 Ap r
29 Apr (1545)

8 May (0300)
6 May (0700)
9 May (2200)

13 May (1 100)

LP 21 Ma y
27 May (0100)
30 Ma y (0530)

3 Jun (1700)
6 Jun (1100)

10 Jun (0800)
12 Jun (1500)
12 Jun (0245)
17 Jun (1430)
24 Jun (073 0)
28 .Tun (0200)
26 Jun (0015)
30 Jun (0745)

4 Jul (1530)
8 Jul (2200)

II Jul (2115)

NY 2 Mar
NY 3 Mar
NY 9 Mar
NY 10 Mar
NY 17 Mar

NY 2 Feb
NY 3 Feb
NY 9 Feb
NY 10 Feb
NY 16 Feb
NY 17 Feb
NY 23 Feb
NY 24 Feb

NY 23 Mar
NY 24 Mar
NY 30 Mar
NY 3 1 Mar

PO
NY 5 J an
NY 13 Jan
NY 19 J a n
NY 20 J a n
NY 26 J an
N Y 27 J an

NY 6 Ap r
NY 7 Ap r
NY 13 A pr
NY 14 Apr
N Y 16 Apr
NY 20 Apr
NY 23 A pr
NY 27 Apr
NY 30 Apr

NY 4 May

NY I I May
NY 18 May
NY 19 May
NY 25 May
NY 26 May

NY I Jun
NY I Jun
NY 2 Jun
NY 8 Jun
NY 15 Jun
NY 16 Jun

Th NY 16 Jun
NY 22 Jun

Th NY 23 Jun·
NY 29 Jun

T h NY 30 Jun·

J AVA
TA R IFA
CA LAB R IA
A LE P PO
MARATH O "
C U IIA
PAL :\IYR A
R USSI A
NE MESIS

PACKET
NEMESIS
ALE P PO
C U BA
SA MA RIA
CALA BR IA
MARATHON

C H INA
SIBE R IA
J AVA
SCOTIA
TA R IFA
C U IIA
SA MA R IA

R USSIA
A LE P PO
NEMES IS
CH INA
J AVA
T R I PO LI
CALA IIRIA
SCOTIA
MA LT A
C U BA
TA R IFA

R USSI A
PALMYR A
NEMESIS
T R IPOLI
J A VA
SIBE R IA
CH INA
TA R IFA

CALA IIRJA
A LE P PO
R USSIA
1\IAR ATH O N
PAL :\I YRA
SA:\ IA RIA
NEMESIS
T R IPO LI
C H INA
SIBE R IA

do (M )
do (M)
do(M)
do (M )

Jlln (M )
d o (M)
do (M)
do (M )
d o
do (M)
dO( M)

d o (M)
do (M)

Mar (M)
Fe b (M)
Mar (M )

d o (M )
do (M)
do (M)
d o (M )

do (M)
do (M)

Ap r (M)
do (M)
do( M)
d o (M)
d o (M )
d o (M )
d o (M )

d o (M)
do (M )

Feb (M)
J an (M)
Feb (M)

d o (M )
d o (M )
d o (M )

NY 25
B 25

NY 28
NY 3 1
NY 8

B 7
NY 10
NY 13

B 12
NY 23

B 20

13 NY 23
9 B 20

20 NY 1
16 B 27
23 B (j

27
6
2

13
9

20 NY 30
16 B 28
27 N Y 5
23 B 3
30 B 9

3 NY 13
6 B 17

10 NY 19
13 N Y 24

16 NY 25
12 B 24
23 NY 5
19 B 30
30 NY 12
26 B 9

6 N Y 16
2 B 15

12 do
8 d o

19 do
15 d o
22 do
26 d o

5 Mar
I d o

12 do
8 do

19 do
15 d o
26 d o
22 d o
29 do

2 Apr
5 d o
9 d o

12 do

15 d o
I I d o
22 do
18 do
29 do
25 do

5 Feb
I do

1810
PO LP
18 Dec
2 1 d o

I Jan
28 Dec

8 J an
4 do

I. Prior to CU BA's d ep artu re from New York a pac ket of le tt ers, whi ch had not been
through th e U .S. Post Office, was sm ugg led on board . O n her a rr iva l at Queen stown , th e
Cunard Co m pany was to ld by London to send th em to Liverpool whe re they would be
tr eat ed as unpa id letters.

2. Formerly AUST RA LAS IAN . T his was CALA BR IA 's firs t voyage under her new name.
3. Accord ing to th e Post Office Record s (Londo n) SAMA R IA returned to Queenstown

o n 20 Ma rch d isa bl ed . H er m a ils for New York were tra nsferred to J AVA . JAVA 's dep arture
from Q ueens to wn on th e sa me day was d elayed a few hours as a conseq ue nce (and see Har
ges t p . 177) .

4. SI BE R IA ret u rned to Q uee ns to wn under canvas with a b rok en sha ft on 13 May. Her
mails for New Yor k were tak en by CITY OF PARIS (In ma n) , sa il ing from Queenstown on
th e same day.

5. From 16 J une 1870 th e Cu nard packets, saili ng fro m New York on T h u rsdays, carried
th e Un ited States mails to Queenst own and Li verpool until 4 May 1871.

6. End o f Fi scal Yea r 1870 .
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1870 (cont.)
PD lP QT ARR PACKET PD ARR QT or LP NOTES
14 do 15 B 26 do (M) SAMA R IA NY 6 Jul 16 Jul (1930) no mails fro m NY
18 do 19 NY 28 d o (l\I) R USSIA NY 6 Jul 15 Ju l (1400) do
21 do 22 NY 3 Jul AL£PP O T h NY 7 jui - 18 Jul (0800)
25 do 26 N Y 5 do (M) CHI NA NY 13 Jul 22 Jul (1600) no mails fro m NY
21 do 22 B I do (M) BAT AVI A Th NY 14 Jul · 24 Jul (1900) FIV

2 Jul 3 NY 13 do (M) J AVA NY 20 .lui 29 Jul (1600) no mail s from NY
28 Ju n 29 B 8 do (M) ABYSS IN IA T h NY 21 Jul · 30 Jul (1510)
9 Jul 10 NY 19 do (M) SCOT IA NY 27 Jul 5 Aug (1200) no ma ils fro m NY
5 do 6 B 15 do (M) CALABR IA T h NY 28 Jul · 6 Aug (1900)

16 do 17 NY 27 do (M ) C UBA NY 3 Au g 12 Aug (2300) see note 7
12 do 13 B 23 do (M) SIBERIA T h NY 4 Aug· 15 Aug (1640)
23 do 24 NY 2 Aug (M ) R USSIA NY 10 Au g 19 Aug (1315) no ma ils fro m NY

NO SAILI:'\G T h :,\Y II Aug
26 do 27 B 7 do (M) T RIPOLI NY 13 Aug 26 Aug (0300) no mails fro m NY
30 do 31 NY 10 do (M) CH INA NY 17 Aug 26 Aug (1045) do
30 do NY 13 do PALl\IYR A T h NY 18 Aug" 29 Aug (1545)
19 do 29 B 10 do TA R IFA NY 20 Aug LP 2 Sep see note 8
6 Aug 7 NY 16 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 24 Ang 2 Sep (1640) no ma ils from NY
2 do 3 B 14 do (M) SI\l\ IA R IA T h NY 25 Aug· 5 Sep (0500)

13 do 14 NY 23 do (M) SCOT IA NY 31 Aug 9 Sep (0830) see not e 9

9 do 10 B 20 do (M) BATAV IA T h NY I Sep· 12 Sep (0430)
20 do 21 NY 30 do (M) J AVA NY 7 Sep 16 Sep (0900) no mails from NY
16 do 17 B 30 do (M) CALABRIA T h NY 8 Sep· 18 Sep (0510)
27 do 28 NY 6 Sep (M) R USSIA NY 14 Sep 23 Sep (0800) see not e 10
23 do 24 B 4 do (M) SIBER IA T h NY 15 Sep> 26 Sep (1140)

3 Sep 4 NY 14 do (M) C BA NY 21 Sep 30 Sep (2200) no mail s from NY
30 Aug 31 B 12 do (M) 'I' RI POLI T h NY 22 Sep" 4 Oct (1515)
6 Sep 7 B 20 do (M) PALMY RA NY 24 Sep (?) 3 Oct (0010) no mails from NY

10 do 11 NY 21 d o (M ) CHI NA NY 28 Sep 7 Oct (1100) do
13 do 14 NY 24 do (M) ABYSSINIA T h NY 29 Sep 8 Oc t (1910)

17 do 18 NY 27 do (M) SCOTIA NY 5 Oc t 15 Oct (0700) no ma ils fro m NY
20 do 21 NY I Oct(M) BAT AVIA T h NY 6 oa - 17 Oct (1110)
24 do 25 NY 4 do (M) J AVA NY 12 Oct 21 Oct (0700) no mail s from NY
27 do 29 NY 9 do (M) ALGER IA Th NY 13 Oct 22 Oct (1320) F/V
29 do 30 B 13 do SIBE R IA T u NY 18 Oct 29 Oct (1500) see note II

I Oct 2 NY 12 do (M) R USSIA NY 19 Oc t 28 Oct (1100) no mails from NY
4 do 5 NY 14 do (M) CALA BR IA T h NY 20 OeL· 29 Oct (1400)
6 do 7 B 19 do ALE PPO Tu NY 25 Oct LP 6 Nov see not e II
8 do 9 NY 19 do (M) CUBA NY 26 Oct 4 Nov (2200) no mails from NY

NO SAILING T h NY 27 Oct

11 do 13 B 26 do (M) PALMYRA NY I Nov 15 Nov (1200) no mails from NY
15 do 16 NY 28 do(M) CHI NA NY 2 Nov 12 Nov (1130) do
18 do 19 NY 31 do (M) ABYSSINIA T h NY 3 Nov" 13 Nov (1455)
22 do 23 NY 3 Nov(M) SCOTIA NY 9 Nov 19 Nov (0730) no mails fro m NY
25 do 26 NY 7 do (M) BAT AVIA Th NY 10 Nov" 21 Nov (0030)
29 do 30 NY 9 do (M) J AVA NY 16 Nov 25 Nov (1200) no mail s fro m N Y
27 do 28 B 8 do SAMAR IA Th NY 17 Nov" LP 30 Nov

5 Nov 6 NY 15 do (M) ALGE R IA NY 23 Nov 3 Dec (1400) no mail s fro m NY
I do 2 B 12 do (M) TA RIFA T h NY 24 Nov" 5 Dec (0935)

12 do 13 NY 24 do (M) CU BA NY 30 Nov 9 Dec (2400) no mai Is from NY

7. The New York T imes reported th a t CUBA carried th e U.S. mail s to Qu een stown . Not
confirmed .

8. TA R IFA was de layed a t Q uee nstow n and her mail s for Boston were tran sferred to
CITY OF LONDON (Inman) whic h sailed from there on 22 July. She arrived at Ne w York
2 August . TAR IFA carried no mails on the retu rn voyagc fro m New York.

9. T he Ne w York Times repo rted that SCOTIA carried th e U.S. mail s to Queen sto wn .
No t con firmed .

10. The New York T imes re po rted th a t R USSIA carried th e U.S. ma ils to Queenstown .
Not confirm ed .

II. T he New York T imes report ed th at " nego tia tio ns we re underw ay between the Su pe r 
intendant of th e Foreign Mails. Mr. Blackfan, and the H ambu rg Ame r ica n Line for th e
resumpt ion of th e Direct Mail service to German y and tha t Ne w York Exc ha nge Office mad e
up a 'Tuesday' mail th at was carried ou t by ALE PPO from New York on Tuesda y 25
October."

A week prior to thi s, SIBERIA sailed from New York on Tuesday 18 October and. on
arrival at Qu een stown . was reported as landing 66 sacks of mail.

(T o be con tinued)
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TUE FIRST UUNDRED YEARS OF
UNITED STATES TERRITORIAL

POSTMARKS
1181-1881

CARROLL CUASE
RICUARD McP. CAREEN

SAC1\AMENTO PAID

40
NOV 10 18",9 4O

CAL

40
PAID

12~tjO

This work is a facsimile reprint of the original work published
in 1950 by the American Philatelic Society. The original edition of
500 copies was quickly exhausted and the work has since been
scarce and expensive.

The work has extensive tabulations of postmark data, maps,
and some illustrations of postmarks. Descriptive, historical and post
office information is presented for each territory.

Territories presented are: Northwest Indiana, Illinois, Orleans,
Lou isiana, Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida,
Colorado, Oregon, Nevada, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota,
Kansas, Nebraska, Alaska, Washington and California.

This work encompasses 341 pages and is hardbound in library
buckram.

$35.00 Postpaid
Quarterman Publications, Inc.

5 South Union Street
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
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THE COVER CORNER

scorr GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 106
Figure 1 shows the combination cover from Canada to England in 185l.

Robert A. Siegel, who handled the cover, let us have a glossy photo which
shows the strip of five of U.S. #1 so clearly. Bruce Stone sent this most interest
ing comment, really pertinent to postal history:

What st ri kes me as incred ible is some thing else the cover shows, an d before I
move on to tha t, I would like to ask you r readership , who had th e privilege of at
tending th e Lon don 1980 Exhib it ion, how man y of them made the p ilgrimage to th e
home tha t Mr. Frank lin used when he was in Lond on a lmost 200 years ago? T ho se
who did unders tan d th e double sign ificance of th is cover .

Here is a cover wit h a strip of five of U.S. #1 , showi ng Benjamin Franklin. What
is in cred ibl e to me is that it is addressed to th e same stree t (27 Crave n Street, Strand)
that Mr. Franklin and his son lived on 75 years prior to this cove r' s birth. [This ad
dress is given on page 272 of] Carl Van Doren 's Biography of Frank lin .

Figure l. Cover from Clnldl to Engllnd vII U.S. In open min••

Several responders correctly noted the rates involved , and one of the best
answers came from Robert Meyersburg, who writes:

H ere's my interpretation of the combo cover from T oronto to London : 3d Beav
er-Toronto to th e border (Canadian inland rate) 5x5~ '47- one cent overpayment on
1848 US/ Bri ta in Treaty rat e of 24¢
Ro uting and markings-Toronto exchange office where CANAD A was stru ck. There to
NY via special bag. Ca nce led red grids at NY exchange office. Thence transatlantic
to Li verpool (red rece iving CDS) and on to Lo ndon overla nd .

Susan McDonald comments:
Alth oug h transport of Canad ian transa tlan t ic mail s in closed bags across the

U.S. res umed early in 1849 after th e U.S.-G .B. po stal treaty too k effect, these mails
usuall y closed three da ys or more before th e sche duled sa ili ng, so that letters mailed
lat e were sometimes sen t via the U.S. in the op en mai l. Unfortu na te ly no Toronto
postm ark dat e is evide nt on this cover. It was intended to go " By Steame r of 7th of
May 1851"-the Cu nard vessel Asia fro m New York May 7, arrived Li verpool Ma y 20.
The letter d id not reach New York in time for the Asia , and was instead put aboard
th e Collins lin er Pacific, which sailed May 10. The re d "3 " cre di t to G.B. applied by
th e N.Y. exc ha nge office sho ws that tra nspor t was by a U.S. steamer, the U.S. re
taining 21¢ of the 24¢ ra te, and, of course, the overpai d penny. T he Pacif ic arrived
ah ead of th e Asia and the le tter was in London Ma y 19 befor e Asia re ached Liverpool.
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Figure 2. Double weight st.mple.. cover from C.n.d. to Englend vi. the U.S. In 1854.

A comparable it em in a Sissons auc tio n man y yea rs ago had Cana di an postage
paid by a 3d beaver. whi le th e tra nsatlan tic rat e of I / - was collec t in Eng land. I have
a sta mp less cover (Figure 2) wh ich illust rat es th e same practice. excep t th a t carriag e
by U.S. steame r was specified. T he letter originated a t Chi ppawa (on th e Niagara
R .) J an. 16. 1854. and en tered th e U.S. mail s a t Suspe nsion Br idge. N.Y. It was a
double letter with " PAID 6" (d) Ca nad ian postage and "pa id 48" (¢) tran satl antic
rate both noted in red. It was carried by Baltic from New Yor k Jan. 21.

Figure 3. N. YORK STEAMSHIP on cover to Coned ••

Figure 3 shows a cover to Canada bearing a single U.S. 3c1- Bank Note
stamp. Howard Rosenberg and others correctly not ed the origin as being some
where in th e Caribbean. Theron 'Wierenga gave the opinion that it shows a
simple 5c1- CPU rate (UPU if after ~878 ) and said th e key was th e steamer
name. The only responder who correctly and completely analyzed the cover
was the noted student and author Robert C . Stone, who writes:

T he name of th e shi p written at upper left is the "5 .5. Ca nima;" ope ra ted by
th e Quebec and Gu lf Po r ts 55 Co. duri ng the 1870s and in to the 1880s (perhaps eve n
later) . Ab out 1877 th e li ne began to ru n fro m th e eastern Wcst In di es (T rin idad ?)
via 51. T homas to Ne w York ; I beli eve th e line operat ed pr ior to th en fro m some
other Ca ribbean p orts to NY and Cana da.

When US joined G PU on I July 1875. th e du e ch ar ge on unpaid stea msh ip letter s
from the Atlantic/Caribbean area was lowered fro m IO¢ per Y2 oz. to 5¢ per Y2 oz.
H ence if th e cover in questi on cam e in to NY after th at da tc wi th only a 3¢ stamp
2¢ more was due. which seems to be th e amount written in pen nex t to th e crossed
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out 4¢. The reason for th e 4¢ ha ving been wri tten was th at by UP U rules the due
charge on mail insufficien tly prepaid in international mails was to be do uble the
deficiency. However, th e letter may have been ad ju dged to have been carried in on
a US packet and mailed loose at sea, and thus considered under the domestic ru les.

T he tre a tme nt of ship and steamship letters in th e period jus t after US joined
UPU is very confu sing, as I know from studying many covers. T he US-Bri tish po stal
convent ion of 1868 was still in force unt il about 1877, and the mail comi ng in under
tha t Conve ntion was still being tre ated as before UP U,. Bu t such mail had to have
th e British part of the postage prepaid . and US colIected 5¢ due , whereas un pa id non
Convention in tern ational mail would be charged 10¢ due un der UPU rules. That is
why I th ink your problem cover was deemed domestic, po ssib ly via a coastal steamer
or from a naval vessel.

If, however, as some readers believe, the ms, notation represents "7c" (7rj.),
the correction from "4" to "7" may have been because of the Canadian address,
if the date was earlier than Feb. 1, 1875.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 4. Cover from Savin nih, Dec. 17, 1870, to Mont,.11 with 6¢ Bank Note .

Figure 4 shows the latest problem cover, similar to the one analyzed above ;
but with differences. What are they? The 6rj. Bank Note is tied with a smudged
blue rosette apparently duplexed to the Savann ah c.d .s, The N.Y. STEAMSHIP
10 is in black, as is the oval marking. The cover is backstamped at Montreal,
14 Jan . 71. Will readers try to explain the rate, and the one month delay?
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My Outriqht Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronxr N. Y. 10462
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Figur e 5. Cover from New Bedford , M... .. to Chile.

Figure 5 shows ano th er problem cover, stampless, with many rate mark
ings . Th e year date is not known , but a read er who can find records of either
Joh n S. Sewall or th e U.S. Sloop Saratoga shou ld be ab le to establish the year.
After that, an analysis of the rates would be ap preciated by our readers.

Please send your answ ers within two weeks of receiving th e Chronicle.
We need future problem covers now. Send either the or igina l item, insur ed , or
good black and white glossy photos to the Cincinnati P.O. Box.
We buy better covers of

United States Offices in China
and

19th Century Trans-Pacific Mail

Please phone o r write :

George

•AleVi~~~" "" ",d.. Su;"
Santa Monica , CA 90405
Telephone: 213/450-2543

1020
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HARMERS
New York

-Fortieth Year-

IN THE

NEW SEASON

YOU WILL BE AS AMAZED,

AS WE ARE DELIGHTED,

AT TH E

WONDERFUL RANGE

OF

PHILATELIC PROPERTIES

TO BE SOLD BY

HARMERS

Now is the time to reserve space in one of
the upcoming auctions.

Write or call us for details.

HARMERS Of New York I~
6 WEST 48TH STREET, NY 10036

Telephone: (212) 757-4460 (3 lines) Cable: Harmerule, New York

New York- San Francisco - London - Sydney
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