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AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE

OFFERS

GUARANTEED AUCTION REALIZATION

BACKED WITH 100% CASH ADVANCE

For the first time an auction house will guarantee the minimum net you will receive

from sale at auction and immediately advance this sum to you at no Interest charge.

The only charge to you is a 10% commission on what your collection
realized at auction. (The buyer also pays a 10% buyers premium.)

When you sell your collection at auct ion you should and can have Immediate eash.

Enjoy both the adva ntage of immed iate cash based on current market value, and

any accrual in value that occurs in a fast moving market by sale time.

Well over one million dollars has been advanced on properties secured In our bank

vau lts scheduled for upcom ing sales. Your cons ignment will be in excellent companyl

Why not join the sat isfied and instantly enriched sellers who believe In dealing with

America's # 1 firm.

Sell your collection through the auction house first in prestige, first in dollar volume.

Our auctions have realized over $10 million during the first five months of 1980.

120 EAST 56 STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10022

PHONE (212)·753-6421

ESTABLISHED 50 YEARS



AUCTIONS IN DECEMBER

3/4 Bournemouth Stamp Auct ions General Sale with good one-country

collections of the world.

5 Postal History, strong in Great Britain; military mail and pre-adhesive

rarities.

9 Europe and Overseas including the Svend Yort Scandinavia.

16 India and States with unique Hyderabad.

17 Victoria-a further portion of the J .R.W. Purves collection.

Catalogues and information available from

Gordon H. Torrey, 5118 Duvall Drive, Washington D.C., 20016 or from the

address below.

* * * * *

Bournemouth Stamp Auctions hold monthly sales <usually around 1500 lots)
with general lots, one country collections and single rar ities. Special ised
sales comprising one country or group of countries, are held regularly in
london, Basle, Geneva and other overseas philatelic centres.

Suitable material can always be accepted for inclusion in a suitable sale.

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE LTD.,
a member of the Christies International Group

50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWIY 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps london SW1", Telex: 915410, V.A.T.No. 239/4486/31
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on App roval with Referencel
Inltallment Payment Terml If Delired - (No Interelt or Carrying Chargel)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street

APS Boston, Mass . 02108 CSA
SPA Phone: 617-523-2522 USP CS

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly In Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. by the U. S . Philatelic Classics
Society, Inc., at 2030 Glenmont Av e ., N. W., Canton, Ohio 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton,
Oh io 44711 and ' additi onal malilng off ice . Subscription price $16.00. Printed In U.S.A.
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HAWAII #2

Realized $10,000
In June '80 Sale

HAWAII #3

Realized $8500
In June '80 Sale

We can find them. We can sell them.

May we help you buy or sell?
Next Sale - December 3, 4 & 5

Catalog, Including realizations for previous auction.
3 weeks before sale. Send name, address and $1.50.

1~!9l!~!l!1ny~!£~~NC
127Kearny Street. SanFrancisco, California 94108· lei. (415) 781-5127
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Elusim? That elusive cover or stamp you've been
looking for turns up in my monthly auctions sooner or later.
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my auction catalogs. Free. And one way to receive my catalogs is to
check off your collecting interest, foreign or U. S., on the coupon
below, and send it in to me. Who knows? In this month's Kaufmann

auction your stamp may be found at last.
Jr-L~~

K r JohnW \
au mann,.

Inc.--
1522 K Street. N.W
Washin gton , D.C. 20005

Call toll free: 800·424·9519
In Metro D.C. call 638-5658.

r------- - -- ----- - ~John W Kaufmann , Inc., 1522 K Street, NW , Washington. D.C. 20005 •
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Several excellent articles in this issue are the work of first time or occasional
cont ributors. Jon Rose's outstanding analysis and listing of 15¢ Type I 1869
covers is part of the cont inuing censu s of 1869 covers conducted by P.R.A., the
1869 group. Some unusual ways of pa ying 1845-51 domestic rates are presented
by Duane Garrett. Abe Boyarsky shows apparently ord inary 1861 covers but
with odd features. Discrepancies in catalog values for the 1855-57 10¢ are the
basis of comments by Frank S. Levi, Jr. Allan Radin discusses some questions
about Pru ssian closed mail regulations regarding part payment.

Section editors and regular contributors are represented by useful articles:
Phil Wall points out confusion by auction describers bet ween th e 5¢ N.Y. with
out initials and th e plate proof on bond, and also a Sperati which temporarily
passed as genuine, as well as how to avoid these pitfalls. Three articles by Bill
Herzog deal with odd or rare varieties of 1861 stamps while Bob Hegland re
ports a new early da te for the 3¢ 1857 Plate 26. Charl es Starnes discusses postal
relations and ra tes between the U.S. and Mexico. Some features of army mails
in the Civil War, along with much interesting histor ical background, are re
counted by Richard B. Graham. Further portions of Ashbrook's New York
Panama sailings and of the Cunard sailings 1870-75 by Walter Hu bb ard and
Clifford Friend are included in this issue.

Specia l attention is called to Dick Graham's article in the Bank Note section.
The unus ua l cover described, the intriguing questions it raises , and the whole
absorbing subject of U.S. postal activity in the Orient make for fascinatin g and
stimulating reading.

Several ar ticles of interest to our memb ers (and largely written by them)
have appeared in recent periodicals. Th e first of a series of four articles by
Ryohei Ishikawa on use of the 1869 issue from U.S. consular post offices in
Japan is presented in the August 1980 1869 T imes, while the May issue con
tains Micha el Laurence's account of 1O¢ 1869 covers to Switze rland. Single
copies are $5 each from Victor B. Krievins, 69-09 108th St., Apt. 104, Forest
Hill s, N.Y. 11375. A comprehensive listing and discussion of the PostPaid With
dr awn Ship Letter postma rks of the British Isles (see also May 1980 Chronicle)
by Calvet M. Hahn appears in the October 1980 issue of S.P.A. Journal. Single
copy $1.50 from Robert B. Brandeberr y, P.O. Box 9041, Wilmington, Del. 19809.

I'm pleased to report that Tom Alexander's Simpson's U.S. Postal Markin gs
received a gold award at the recent A.P.S. literature competition at Spokane.
Review: A Postal History of Mississippi, Stampless Period 1799-1860, Volume
II. By Bruce C. Oakley, Jr . Published 1980 by the Southern Philatelic Federation.
Over 648 pages (some unnumbered ). $30.00 postpaid from Southern Philat elic
Federat ion, c/o Jerry S. Palazolo, 5010 Raleigh LaGrange Rd., Memphis, Tenn.
38128.

This book continues and augm en ts data cont ained in Volume I published in
1969. Th ere is only minor duplication-to preserve continuity-of material from
the earlier volume. New markings reported outnumber th ose in the original, and
addit ional information on many previously recorded markings is included . Source
material relatin g to the establishment of post offices in the Mississippi Territory
1799-1817, postal rates, and coun ty form ation is presented first, followed by
nearly 250 pages on the postal markings, postm asters , and dates of operation of
each individua l territorial post office, separat ed into the western and eastern
parts of Mississippi Territory. Th is section repro duces much original corre-
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spondence from th e Postmaster Gen era l's Letter Books and other sources per
ta ining to the foundat ion an d operation of terri torial post offices.

Mississippi post offices dur ing sta tehood 1817-1860 are the subject of th e
next port ion, which begins with lists of post offices in 1836, 1841, 1849, 1851,
and 1861, and applicable postal ra tes for the period . Some 50 pa ges are devoted
to previously unli sted handstamps; these pages also contain information about
post office dates and postmasters. Lists of revised dates of use for postmarks in
Volum e I appear next, followed by repro ductions of rate and associated markings
not listed before. An extens ive section- nea rly 300 pages-on manuscript post
marks, including revised information on previously listed manuscript markings,
fills the balance of the book. In Volume I manuscript postmarks were inter
min gled with handstamped markings ; the separation in Volume II seems pre
ferable.

A bibliography and index complete the book which is clearly and nea tly
printed from typescri pt. Mar kings are shown exact size and accurately repro
duced . My only complaint is th at the available blank spaces were not used to
illustrat e covers. The serious collector or stu dent of Mississippi markings and
postal history certainl y needs this book, and also Volume I, still obtainab le from
some dealers. Th e author has generously granted publication rights to the South
ern Phil at elic Fed eration; proceeds will establish a perm anent publication fund.
Th e pr int ru n is relat ively small and the price modest for a work of this typ e
those interested would be well advised to order their copies without delay.

Susan M. McDonald
Review: Postal Markings. By Harry M. Konwiser. Published 1980 by Quart er
man Pub licati ons, Inc., 5 Sout h Union St., Lawrence, Mass. 01843. vi + 762
pages. $60.00 from the publisher.

During th e period 1933-54 Harry M. Konwiser , an early stu dent of post al
markin gs and postal history and original editor of the Stam plcss Cover Cata 
log, wrote a regular weekly column on "Postal Markings" in Stam ps. This book
is a collection of nea rly all th ose columns-as many as could be located. They
cover a wide range of sub jects from early dates of postmarks to local stamps.
Rep orts from rea ders provide th e basis for many columns. U.S. philately is the
topic most frequen tly encountered, but other countries are also discussed, chiefly
Great Britain and Canada . As is usual in a continuing series of brief columns,
there is considerab le repetition as items are reported on for the second or third
time.

Well-known philat elists and dealers pas t and present often appear as con
tributors or sub jects, for example, Warren H. Colson, C. Corwith Wagner, Elliott
Perry, R. J. Mechin , Ezra Cole, William C. Michae ls, E dward Knapp, Everett
Erle, Mannel Hahn, Samuel C. Paige, E. N. Sampson, and Walter S. Fishel , to
select some names at random. A colum n dated Aug. 14, 1948, reports and re
views th e first issue of the 3c '51-'57 Chronicle, as edited by Tracy W. Simpson.

David L. Jarret t has contribu ted a foreword , and a bri ef ind ex which helps
considerably but which would need much greater detail to afford access to the
scattered references on individu al topics . Th e columns have been directl y re
produced as they appeared in Stamps (typographical errors and varied type face
retained ) and arranged in chronological order. Careless dummying has garbled
several pages: on page 279 the entry da ted Sep t. 9, 1939, is incomplete; on page
298 the right and left columns hav e been transposed ; pages 348 and 349 are
thorou ghly mu ddled ; page 392 shou ld be 393 and vice-versa.

Much of the material in Postal Markings has been superseded by lat er pub
licati ons and some information is out of date or inaccurate. Nevertheless this
book makes very enterta ining and enjoyable reading. There is a sense of dis
covery and exhilaration as th e story of various postal history sub jects unfolds.
Thi s is an ideal bedside book- unfortunately the stiff price discourages its
purchase for so casual a purpose.

Susan M. McDonald
224 Chronicle 108 / November 1980 / Vol. 32. No.4



Teleph on e

203 - 792 -53 74

Quality adh esives and

pos tal h istory of the

classic perio d

I MAINTAIN A STOCK OF PRE ADHESIVE AND STAMPED COVERS TO
1876 WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON UNUSUAL RATES, USAGES, AND
LETTERS WITH HISTORICAL CONTENT. WH ETHER BUYING OR SELLING
YOUR INQUIRY WILL RECEIVE MY PROMPT ATTENTION. I HOPE THAT
I MAY BE OF SERVICE.

The 8 ce nts po stag e o n th is wra pper se nt from Ne w Haven to Ne w Yo rk p re paid one of
se ver al possible printed matter ra te s, probably the rate for 8 circu lars or a pamphl et
wei g hing ove r 7 bu t under 8 ounces . The unusual rate was prepaid w ith pairs of the 1
cen t and 3 cent 1857's. The 1 cent stam ps a re Type II fr o m pos itio ns 9-10R of th e scarce
pl a te 4 . The r ight ha nd sta mp is an exceptio na l e xa mp le of th e o nly plate 4 doub le tra ns 
fe r wh ich is rated b y Nein ken as "a mo ng th e ra rest o f th e doub le tr an sfers ." This pa ir is
typical of the "t a ll" sta mps fro m th e top and bottom ro w s of thi s plate that were the
result of the resett ing of the perfor at ing mac hines for a short time .

RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.
MOODY LANE

DANBURY, CT 06810
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
HOW TO DISTINGUISH N.Y. PM PROVISIONAL STAMP
WITHOUT INITIALS FROM PLATE PROOF ON BOND

PHILIP T. WALL

On two occasions within the past 12 months auction describers at what I
consider to be two of the five leading auction houses in the United States have
incorrectly described the two above captioned items . In addition it was my
recent privilege to examine the 9X1 material submitted for certificates to one
of the country's leading expert committees, where I found that four consultants
had incorrectly identified a plate proof on white bond paper as an unused issued
stamp without initials. Since an unu sed 9X1d is a rar e stamp and catalogs $1200
in the current (1980) Scott Specialized Catalo gue of United States Stamps as
compared with only $175 for the relatively more common proof, buyers of these
items should be certain they obtain the correct material.

The stamp (proof) in Figure A was described as follows : "Lot 93-9X1d,
1845, 5¢ N.Y. Postmaster Provisional, w/o signature, 4 large mgns, light black
town cane, small repaired tear, couple light creases, VF appear. PHOTO 450.00."
The printed prices realized showed lot 93 brought $300 (plus 10 percent). The
item in question is a plate proof on bond paper and is position 8 on the plate of
nine proofs. The so-called light black town cancel is not a cancellation at all
but a part of the plate bruises that app ear in the margin between positions 7
and 8 on the proof plate. The New York City Post Office at no time used black
ink in its postmarks during the 1845-47 period. The proof in lot 93 is also the
"shaded stock" variety which is found only on position 8 of the proof plate. None
of the issued stamps has a "shaded stock".

Figur. A. Proof mlld.lcrib.d II stlmp.

11

Flgur. II. Stlmp mlld.lcrib.d II proof .

The stamp in Figure B was described in this mann er: "Lot 11R-5¢, Reprint,
very fine (Photo-plate 1) (9X1R) 165.00." This proof has a strong double trans
fer at the bottom, and since I needed this position (position 6) of the plate
proof on white bond paper for my plate reconstruction on this type of paper,
I requested lot 11 for inspection purposes. Upon its arrival I was surprised to
find it was not a proof but was instead the issued stamp and came from position
4 on the plate of 40 stamps. The describer had mistaken an issued stamp for
the more common proof. The item realized a hamm er price of $160 whereas it
would have realized much more had it been correctly identified . .

How is the best way to distinguish between the issued stamps without initials
and the plate proofs on bond paper? Stanley B. Ashbrook once wrote that the
surest way -to ascertain if a stamp is what it purports to be is to plate it. I
certainly agree, and this is particularly true in this instance since both the
issued stamps and the plate proofs can be plated . Unfortunately there are not
226 Chronicle 108 / November 1980 / Vol. 32. No.4



man y platers tod ay even for th ese two items which are relatively easy to plat e
in comparison with some of our early issued stam ps of the 1847-1860 period.

For tunate ly there are other ways to dist inguish between the issued stam ps
and th e plate proofs on bond paper. Their pap er characteristics are entirel y dif
ferent : (1) the issued stamps are prin ted on wove paper wh ereas the proofs
are printed on bond paper ; and (2 ) th e issued stamps usually" ha ve a slight
blui sh cast and hence are described as being pr inted on bluish paper, whereas
the plate proofs in the color of the issued stamps are eithe r on white bond pap er
or on a blue bond paper th at is much darker than the pap er used for any of
th e issued stamps including the blu e paper variety (9X la). While their exact
measurements may differ somewhat due to uneven pa per shr inkage, the issued
stamps will usually be wider and shorter than the proofs printed in the issued
color on whi te and blue bond papers . However, this test cannot be conside red
100 percent foolproof because the proofs may vary by as much as 1.0 mm in
height. Exce pt for those copies pri nted on thick paper, the issued stamps are
on th inner pap er than the plate proofs on bond paper. One fur ther aid that is
sometimes helpful is the fact the proofs normally have larger margins than the
issued stamps since they are spaced farthe r ap art on the plat e-both horizontally
and vertically- tha n are the issued stam ps and because eight of the nine position s
have one or two shee t margins. Read ers should keep in mind, however, anyone
can always trim down the margins of these proofs.

For those collectors who can plat e the 40 positions of the issued stam p and
th e nin e position s of th e plate pro of, the matter of properl y identifying these
two items is relatively simple. I hope the abov e notes will assist nonplaters in
distin guishing between these two items.

· Stam ps prin ted on gra y paper ha n , a de finite Rray appearanc e, and stamps printed on blue
paper have a di stinctive look to the paper that is d arker than th e normal stamp printed on
bluish wove paper, but not so dark as the proof pri n ted on blue bond pa pe r.
AN ALTERED SPERATI IMITATION OF THE
NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONAL

PHILIP T. WAlL

In my article on Sperati imitations of Postmaster Morris's stamp in th e Aug
ust 1979 Chronicle (Whole Number 103) , I set forth on page 164 the best tests
I have found in detecting these works of Sperati. Th e pre-World War II for
geries have a sma ll white dot to the right of and almost tou ching th e lower right
corner of the "N" of "CENTS" and the postwar forgeries have a large white spot
between the "N" and "T" of "CEN TS". Recently I have seen a Sperati 9Xl that
has neither identifying mark.

Flgu.. C. Altered Speretl Imll8t1on.

Within the past year a leading auction firm offered a stamp described as
follows: "Lot 1096 5r/. , large margins, red town and PAID cancels, superb (Photo
plate I) (9X1) ($400.00)." Th is item looked beautiful in the auction catalog
photo (Figure C) , and since th ere was no white dot or spot between the "N"
and "T" of "CENTS", I immediately requested . to inspect lot 1096. As soon
as I examined this lot I knew that it was a Sperati (BPA Type B) from the
color and texture of the paper, but there was no white spot where one
should have been. Could Sperati ha ve made another cliche at some time late
in his career that eliminated the tell-tale small white dot or large white spot?
Chronicle 108 / November 1980 / Vol. 32. No.4 227



I then examined the stam p with a high powered glass and found that someone
(proba bly not Sperati ) had taken a soft leaded black pencil and carefully filled
in the large white spot. In addition the "ar tist" had strengthened or filled in the
left frame line wh ere it was either weak or broken and disjointed. This was most
deceptive and would probably escape detection unless the area between the
"N" and "T" was carefully checked with a good magnifier. Thi s altered imi
tation was an excellent forgery, and I suggest that all collectors of 9Xl be on
guard for similarly altered Sperati items.

('t.s a footnote to this story of lot 1096, I would like to give these facts about
its recent history. When I returned this item to the auction house, I wrote a
letter giving full details as to why the stamp was bad and recommended that it
be withdrawn from the forthcoming sale. In reply I received a letter from a
person other than the man to whom I had written stating the firm had decided
to offer the stamp (forgery ) anyw ay and would sugges t to the buyer that it
be carefully examined. Th e sale came and wen t and I thought nothing more
about the matter. Some time later a well known dealer telephoned me about
another 5rj. New York item, and during the course of conversation he mentioned
purchasing on behalf of an important customer the lot described in these notes.
When I explained its status to him, he sta ted he had no idea it was a Sperati and
would have the bu yer submit it to the Philatelic Foundation. This was done
and ultimately the lot received a certificate stating that it was a Sperati imi
tation. Will this item be offered in the future by anothe r party as a genuine
stamp? Only time will tell.

Information wanted: Arthur J. Wa rmsley, 33 Riverview St., Portland , Conn.
06480, requests reports of the New Haven beehive fancy cancel 1839-40 period.
Photocopies of covers and contents desired; costs reimbursed.
McBRIDE STAMP AUCTIONS, INC.
Bonded Auct ioneers - Appra isers - City & State licensed

Phone: 503·235·7071

3630 S.E. 34th Ave. Box C Portland, Oregon 97202

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION
DECEMBER 7

Send For Free Illustrated Catalog

Prices Realized Free With # 10 SASE

Consignments Of Fine Material Always Welcome
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BUYING USED 1861-2

ISSUE

VFXF

$120
120
350
100
400

XII
$200

200
400
160
650

US # 63
US # 64
US # 65
US # 67
US # 68
US # 69

XF VFXF
$8 0 $5 0 US #70
50 0 400 US # 70 a

10 5 US # 70b
900 650 US #71

80 50 US #72
135 100

XF - Almost perfectly centered
VFXF - Very well-centered

All off-centered, defective , heavily cancelled or pen cancelled stamps
returned at owner's expense . Send SASE envelope for our complete
BUY LIST (US # 1-133a, El-13) .

USPCS
APS

J. RANDALL RARE STAMPS
900 S. Quince , Denver, Colo . 80231

(303) 399-8004
QUARTERLY

PHILATELIC

* GEM *
(Available to CHRONICLE

readers) ONLYI

US #17 EXTREMELY FINE
SUPERB used with light, al
mos t HEAD-FREE town can
cel. Beautiful freshness,
sharp impression & large
margins showing parts of
two adjoining stamps @ top
and left .
PF Cert #81 985 (1980). A
CHOICE 12¢ 1851 ISSUE I

$1,700.

What other CLASSIC United States (US #9x 1-133a) do you need in OUTSTANDING

qu a lity ? Large stock of Classics emphasiz ing the IMPERFS in sing les, pa irs , multiples

and plated position pieces . Most ite ms with Philatel ic Foundation certificates. Write

or call with your needs and cur rent ite ms IN STOCK. Sent on 5 day approval with

satisfactory philate lic references. Many "pedig ree" items. When BUYING or SELLING

qua lity, contact us at :

USPCS
APS

J. RANDALL RARE STAMPS
900 S. Quince, Denver, Colo. 80231

(303) 399-BOO4
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
DOMESTIC POSTAL RATES FOR THE 1847 ISSUE PERIOD: PART I

DUANE B. GARRm, R.A. 1614

This is the first of a three article series dealing with the basic dom estic
postal rates applicabl e to the U.S. 1847 issue. Th is first article is devoted to
an examination of the 5¢ and 1O¢ rates and multiples thereof, the second will
deal with the so-call ed "Californ ia" rates, and the third will cover the remaining
rates such as thos e applicable to dro p letters and way uses.

An examin ation of thi s subject, of course , must start with th e underlying
legal basis for the rates, "The Act of Congress of March 3, 1845," which stated
in pertinent part:

For every sing le le tt er in manuscr ipt or pa per of any kind by or upon which informa 
tion sha ll be asked or commu nicated in writing or by marks or signs . conveyed in th e
mail. [or any di stance under 300 mil es. five cent s: and [or any d istance over 300 mil es.
ten cen ts; and for a double letter there sha ll be cha rged double th ese rates; and [or a
treble letter, trebl e these rates; and [or a quadruple letter, quadruple these ra tes; and
every letter or parcel not exceed ing ha lf an ounce in weight sha ll be deemed a sing le
lett er. and every addi tio na l weight of hal f an ounce, shall be cha rged with an additiona l
sing le postage . All d ro p letters, or lett ers pl aced in any post o ffice, not [or transmission
th rou gh th e mail but [o r deli very only. sha ll be charged wi th postage a t th e rat e o[ two
cents each .

This weight / distance rat ing system applied from July 1, 1845, and through
out the intervening period prior to the issuance of the S¢ and 1O¢ 1847s on
July 1, 1847. This colorful time saw the emergence of a numb er of "Postmaster
Provisionals" issued in cities and towns as diverse as St. Louis, Mo., Alexandria ,
Va , Boscawen, N.H., and New York, N.Y. Sur viving examples of such uses on
covers can be used to illustr ate many of the 1847 issue rates.

" ~
....

c -:

"

Figure 1. A diagonal bisect of the lD¢ usad to pay tha 5¢ ,ete f,om Concord , N.H., to lowe, Ilartlett N.H.,
Mey I . 1851. When thel, supply of 5¢ stlmps ,an out , some enterp,islng potrons Ind postmasters unofflcllllY
halved 10¢ stamps.

At the outset, it should be noted that the Act of Congress of March 3, 1845
(and the companion Act of March 3, 1847, which authorized the furnishing of
postage stamps by the Post Office ) was as significant in what it omitted as
what it included . No reference was made to manda tory prepayment of postage,
much less to mandato ry prepayment by stamps. Indeed , no ince ntive beyond
convenience existed for prep ayment by stamps and virtually all surv iving ex
amples of partial prepayment give proper credit for such payment. As a result,
it has been estimated that fewer than one out of every hundred pieces of mail
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Figure 2. This 5¢ pa ir paid the over 300 mile rate from Nashville, Tenn ., to New York, N.Y., February 13, 1851.
The large oval marking is an early advertising handstamp.

bore stam ps during the four yea r period of the 1847 issue that began on July
1, 1847, and ended with demonetizat ion after June 30, 1851, as fewer than five
million 1847 issue stamps were ever sold.1

Figure 1 rep resents an interesting method of paying th e 5¢ under 300 miles,
half-ounce or less rate, a 10¢ bisect. Th is cover traveled well under 300 miles
from Concord, N.H. , to Low er Bartlett, N.H., and its small size ind icates it
clearly weighed under half an ounce . Such bisection was condoned throughout
the 1847 issue period and over 75 undoubted ly genuine covers exist."

Figure 2 is an example of the 10¢ over 300 miles , half-oun ce or less rate.
Th e distance from Nashville, Tenn ., to New York, N.Y. was well over 300 miles.
A pair of 5¢ stamps was used to pay the single rate for over 300 miles .

.:J '
/ r. < > «: ti -

£r?/.-/;~~~,... ,1-

,/).,. . . /;;:. ' ,/ , .
t ....... .

( , I I, •• / . /A.:J,,;.

Figure 3. This embossed lady's cover from Philadelphia, Pa., to Northumberland , Pa., February 23, 1849, was
over one-half ounce (" unpaid 5"). The 5¢ postage due was collected from the recipient. The "Blood's Despatch"
local paid that firm 's 1¢ charge for delivery to the post office.

I. Henry L.C. Wenk, III, A Transcript ion 01 th e 011icial R ecord Book 01 the Post 011ice
Department Ju ly 1, 184i to JUlie 30, 1851, 1975.

2. Chronicle 63: 94-96.
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Figure 3 is an interesting example of the double 5¢ rate. This cover , which
traveled about 125 miles to Northumberland, Pa., from Philadelphia, Pa., was
rated "Paid 5, unpaid 5." The 5¢ postage due was collected from the recipient.
This embossed envelope probably contained a valentine, which made it over
weight.

A •

J
/

~r/k,,~/P; ~:!i~:~
clJ,rc .J//n<j ( f}ir -, t'm"//n ( )

~~''f;< ~f
/1 )/::;. (/ / (,J<

figure 4. This 5, block of four paid the 20, double 10, over 300 mile ret. from fredonl., N.Y•• to Alb.ny,
N.Y. This is the only recorded block of four of the 1847 issue us.d on • domestic.lly d.stined cover .

Figure 4 illustrates the double 10¢ rate. This block of four of the 5¢ origi
nated at Fredoni a, N.Y., and went to Alban y, N.Y., a distance of slightly over
300 miles by the postal roads of the day, thou gh less than 300 miles "as the
crow flies."

flgur. 5. This triple 10, r. te cover went vi. the "U .S. Express M.II . Boston" from Boston. M..... to Phil..
delphi.. P. .. June 20. 1848.

Figure 5 represents a triple 10¢ rate usage, to wit: over one ounce, but under
H ounces with over 300 miles between Boston, Mass, and Philadelphia, Pa.
Such triple and other odd rates were possible only until March 15, 1849, when
the United States eliminated such rates in order to conform with the rating
system adopted by Great Britain with the following regulation implementing the
Act of Congress of March 3, 1849:

Hereafter, wh en a lett er exceeds an ou nce in weight, hut do es not exceed two ounces,
it will be ra ted with four char ges of single postage; th ere bein g a sing le post age for
th e first half ounce, a do ub le cha rge for th e first ou nce , and 1\\'0 additional charges
for each succeed ing ounce , or fra ction of an ounce, beyon d the firs t ou nce.. . .

Figure 6 illustrates a quadruple 5¢ rate cover . Th is !O¢ pair paid four times
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I

Figur. 6. This quadruple 5¢ rale cover was meiled from New Haven, Conn ., 10 New York, N.Y., December 24,
1849.

the 5¢ rate as the dist ance from New Haven, Conn., to New York, N.Y., was
under 300 miles and the cover weighed just over one and one-half ounces.

,
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Figure 7. This 5¢ and 10¢ comblnetlon cover was conveyed Ihe short dimnee from Rouse's Poinl , N.Y., 10
P1a"sburgh, N.Y. and represenls bolh a plrtill plyment by sllmps ("Due 5¢") and the posloMarch 15, 1849,
ablndonment of triple and 01.... odd riles.

Figure 7 is a fine illustration of the prohibition on triple and other odd
rates after March 15, 1849. This cover (with full original contents) weighs
just over two ounces and was marked "D ue 5¢" as this quintuple 5¢ rate letter
was rerated as a six times weight rate letter. The elimination of triple and other
odd rat es is a major reason for the scarcity of 5¢ and 1O¢ combination covers.

I wish to acknowled ge the invaluable assistance of Stephen Gronowski in
the preparation of this series of articles.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We speciali ze in covers of the world . We have a compre hensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usag es . We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 FIfth Avenue South N.ples, Florid. 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
SIR ROWLAND HILL

..

Figure 1. Unpa id stampless cave r from Hudson, Ohio .

"Pat" Herst has submitted the cover shown as Figures 1 and 1a. The front
shows a perfectl y ordinary envelope with a Hudson, Ohio, townmark and a
manuscript "5" for the unpaid rate to Youngstown. There is no enclosure or dock
eting to tell us the year of use.

I ,

Figure le. Rev_ of cave r In Figure 1, showi ng emboued mede lllon of Rowland Hill an flep.

The cover's remarkable feature is an embossed device on the flap reminiscent
of Nesbi tt stamped envelopes . At the top of the ornamental band surrounding
the medallion are the words ROWLAND HILL, and at the bottom is the word
FREE. What do we have here? Is this a British production? If so, did it serve
any official function? How did it come into private American hands? Both Mr.
Herst and the section editor wou ld appreciate knowing the origin of this fasci
nating item.
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TRAVERSE DES SIOUX/PAID/MIN. TER.

This double circle townmark is listed on page 92 of USPM, and is illustrated
on the facing p age as tracing number 6. Th e marking was first reported in
Chronicle 39: 7 in 1961, and this was the report from which the USPM listing
was made. At that tim e it was noted that the marking "ties the stamp on patriotic
cover to Germany via Prussian Closed Mail ," and that the stamp was a 30¢ 1857.

Prior to th e tim e this listing was made Floyd E. Risvold heard that another
cover existed, bearing this townmark tying a 3¢ imperforate stamp (Scott No.
10 or 11) . He could not persuad e the owner to show him the cover.

Recently, a 30¢ 1857 tied to a piece of a patriotic cover with the marking
has surfaced. Presumably this is th e original item reported in Chronicle 39.

As a result of considerable detective work on th e part of Mr. Risvold and
the cooperation of th e present own er of th e piece, it has been determined by
the Philatelic Foundation that the marking i s bogus; that is, no such official
marking ever existed. Please delete the USPM list ing on pages 92-3.

Do es one of our members own the 3¢ cover? If so, it is hoped he or she
will consider a donation to the SCRAP Program.
PAID/3
Illustrated he re is an off cover example

of a 3¢ 1851 stamp ( S2 ) containing
PAID /3 in a shield. The marking is
str uck in blue and the owner , Robert
B. Meyersburg, reports that the stamp is
an 18,55 impression . This handstamp has
not been previou sly reported . Do any
of our other members have additional
examples? If a strike on cover can be
turned up, it will be listed in a future
addendum to USPM.
EARLIEST RECORDED USE OF THE 3¢ 1857 P,LATE 26
ROBERT R. HEGLAND

A cover with positions 4-6R26 has recently been found that advances the
earliest recorded date of use of the 3¢ 1857 Plate 26 from January 21, 1860, to
October 3, 1859.

Formerly, the earliest recorded dates of use of plates 23-27 ranged from July
7 to September 2, 1859, except for Plate 26.1 This led to th e expectation that
we would find an earlier use of thi s plate since it seems reasonable to assume
that the plates were usu ally put into production sequentially as they were
numbered. Since Plate 27 is known used as early as September 2, this collector
suspects that October 3 will not long stand as the earliest date once our members
start looking for an earlier date. W e should b e able to find one in September
or perhaps in August.

The October 3 cover is confirmed in several ways. The ship is clearly tied
by two strikes of the black BUFFALO/OCT/3/1859/N.Y. cds . It is annotated
as "Filed Oct 4 1859/0pen ed in open Court." The stamps are readily identified
sinc e 4R26 has the damaged lower left rosette" and there is a very small "wish
bone crack" between 5-6R26. The hairlines and other fine lines on the stamps are
ob viously of a very early impression from th e plate as they show no wear.

I. T. J. Alexander, Simpson's U.S. Postal Ma rkings 185/ ·61, 1979, p. 387.
2. Ch ronicle 105:30. [law #38 .
Chronicle 108 / November 1980 / Vol. 32. No.4 235



THE TEN CENT GREENS OF 1855-57
FRANK S. LEVI, JR.

For three decades I have been involved in the study and research of the
ten cent green stamps of 1855-57, Plate I, Typ es I-IV . During that time I have
been amazed at the pricing structure as formulated by Scott. Their pricing defies
all logic .

Let us examine the Type distribution on Plate I. Every time the press
cranked out a sheet of 200 stamps there were 20 Type I, 93 Type II , 79 Type
III and eight Type IV spread throughout the two panes. In theory, for every
random selection of 100 stamps there should be four Type IV, 10 Type I,
39~ Type III and 46~ Typ e II. Thus , in theory a Type IV should be two and
one half times as scarce as a Type I, a Type III should be about one tenth as
scarce as a Type IV and the most common, Type II , should be about 11~ times
more common than a Type IV. For a better visual understanding see Table 1.

TABLE: I: Plate I Distribution
Type Q uantity Percent of to tal Scarci ty Fact or

I 20 10.0 4.850
II 93 46.5 1.000
III 79 39.5 1.228
IV 8 4.0 12.125

Total 200 100

In short, if we apply the scarcity factor above, and use the most common
type (II) as a base, we can work out a realistic pricing structure. Thus, if a
Type II were priced at say $10.00 the Type III should be $12.28, the Type I
should be $48.50 and the Type IV would come in at $121.25.

Now let us take a look at what actually has taken place over the past
thirty years . Table II is taken from the Scott Specialized Catalogs and lists the
prices for used stamps only. The first thing that strikes me is that in the irn-
perforate stamps from 1951 through 1976 a Type II was always equal in value
to a Type III. In the last four years the Type II is higher in value than the
Type III. The perforated stamp pricing is even stranger-from 1969 through
1976 both types were priced the same . For all the oth er years the Type II was

TABLE II
#13 #14 #15 #16 #31 # 32 #33 #34

year ty pe 1 type 11 ty pe 111 type I V type I ty pe 11 type 111 type I V
1951 65.00 16.00 16.00 120.00 60.00 11.00 9.00 100.00
1952 65.00 16.00 16.00 120.00 60.00 12.00 9.00 110.00
1953 65.00 16.00 16.00 120.00 60.00 12.00 9.00 110.00
1954 65.00 16.00 16.00 120.00 60.00 12.00 9.00 110.00
1955 65.00 16.00 16.00 120.00 60.00 12.00 9.00 110.00
1956 65.00 16.00 16.00 120.00 60.00 12.00 9.00 110.00
1957 80.00 20.00 20.00 135.00 60.00 12.00 9.00 110.00
1958 80.00 20.00 20.00 135.00 60.00 12.00 10.00 110.00
1959 80.00 20.00 20.00 135.00 60.00 12.00 10.00 110.00
1960 85.00 22.50 22.50 135.00 60.00 12.00 10.00 110.00
1961 85.00 22.50 22.50 140.00 60.00 12.00 10.00 110.00
1962 100.00 25.00 25.00 150.00 65.00 12.00 10.00 110.00
1963 100.00 25.00 25.00 150.00 67.50 12.00 10.00 110.00
1964 110.00 26.50 26.50 160.00 70.00 13.00 1\.00 115.00
1965 120.00 27.50 27.50 170.00 75.00 14.00 12.00 120.00
1966 135.00 30.00 30.00 190.00 85.00 16.00 14.00 135.00
1967 150.00 32.50 32.50 200.00 90.00 18.00 16.00 145.00
1968 160.00 35.00 35.00 225.00 100.00 20.00 18.00 160.00
1969 175.00 37.50 37.50 250.00 115.00 22.50 22.50 180.00
1970 190.00 40.00 40.00 250.00 125.00 24.00 24.00 190.00
1971 200.00 42.50 42.50 300.00 135.00 26.50 26.50 200.00
1972 225.00 45.00 45.00 325.00 135.00 26.50 26.50 225.00
1973 225.00 45.00 45.00 325.00 135.00 27.50 27.50 250.00
1974 225.00 50.00 50.00 375.00 135.00 30.00 30.00 275.00
1975 250.00 60.00 60.00 425.00 150 .00 35.00 35.00 325.00
1976 275.00 70.00 70.00 450.00 150.00 35.00 35.00 375.00
1977 275.00 85.00 80.00 525.00 175.00 45.00 40.00 400.00
1978 325.00 110.00 100.00 625.00 200.00 55 .00 50.00 450.00
1979 375.00 140.00 125.00 725.00 250.00 70.00 65.00 550.00
1980 450.00 175.00 165.00 900 .00 300.00 85.00 80.00 700.00
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priced higher th an the Type III . Never in this thirty year period was a Type III
priced higher than a Type II. A comparison of the pricing relationship between
a Type I and a Type IV on the imperforates is consistently under 1 to 2 excep t
for the 1980 listing. In the perforated stamps from 1951 thro ugh 1973 the ratio
is always under 1 to 2; from 1974 thru 1980 it is always greater than 1 to 2.
The relationship between the Type II & Type III vs. the Type I & Type IV is
so inconsistent that it is unbelieveable.

I reali ze tha t there are man y factors oth er than rarity that will ultimately
determine pricing. Popularity of a stamp or issue. Speculation. Promotion of
a phas e of collecting that has been neglected. In terest in a stamp or issue
stimulated by publication of new information . But none of these reasons appear
to me to apply in th e case of the ten cent greens . Can anyone out there come
up with a rational explanation?
1857 SPECIMENS
At Chronicle 95:164 Stanley M. Piller summarized wha t is known about the

1851-61 U.S. post age stamp s overprinted "Specimen." In that article he illu
strated most of the varieties listed in Scott's Specia lized Cata logue, and asked
for help from our members in completing the list of illustrati ons.

Through the courtesy of Andrew Lev itt, Mr. Piller has now been able to
pho tograph examples of the 5cf- , 12cf- , 24cf- and 30cf- denominat ions, shown here.
We are still missing Scott numbers 75A, 1I5A and 215A to make the record
complete .

figure 1. ..Specl"'..... on 51.

f lgu.. 3. "Spoelmen" on 24#.

figure 2. "Specimen" on 121

flgu .. 4. " Specimen" on 30;.
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NEW YORK TO PANAMA SHIP SAILINGS

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

(Continued from Chronicle 107:177)

N.Y. H erald, Jan . 12. 1849. FOR SAN FR ANCISCO. DIRECT . VIA THE ST R AITS OF
MAGELLAN . The new and fast saili ng coppered and cop pe r fasten ed clipper-buil t Schooner
Sea Wi tch, will sa il for a bove pla ce wi th despatch , offering an exce lle n t oppo rtu nity for eig h t
cabin passengers. She has an ex perienced navigator. The nu mb er of pa ssen gers limi ted . Apply
to M. Rogers & Co.• No. 27 Fulton Mark et.

N.Y. H erald, Jan. 29, 1849. [Thi s is ob viou sly cha nge of departu re date] . Sea Wi tch and
Empire will sail on Feb . lst , 1849.

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 14, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO . Ship Elizabeth A llen will succeed the
T'omaroo and sa il with di sp atch. Ap p ly to Cap t. e n board Pier 13 E.R . or E. Ri chardson &:
Co.• 52 South St.

N.Y. H erald , J an . 24. 1849. Ship Elizabeth A lle n will sail on Ist o f Feb . nex t. N.Y. Herald ,
Feb . II , 1849. Eli zabeth Allen will sail on Wed. 14th in st . for S.F.

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 15, 1849. Clipper Barque Azim , will sa il positi vely on Sat. 20th inst, Apply
to Ezra Bucknam, or Francis Leland. 243 South St. or 55 'Vater St.

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 16. 1849. Brig Georgiana will sa il on Wed. 17th . Agents, W . Baker, 165
Maiden Lane.

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 19. 1849. The new Clipper -built Sch oon er John R . Wh it ing. will sail on
Jan. 25th. Apply to Cap t. on board a t foot of J efferson St. E.R .

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 22, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO . to sa il Feb. l st , 1849, th e Bark Galindo ,
Apply to F. V. An slie, 150 Front SI.

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 22, 1849. T he fast saili ng copper fasten ed Bark Griffon will leave for Sail
Francisco on or before th e I st of Feb .

N.Y. H erald , Jan. 23, 1849. FO R CALI F & THE GO LD R EGIONS. A-I New York -built Ship
H. Ha rbeck, will sa il for S.F. ab ou t the l st of Feb . Apply Olney & Cotrc ll, 62 Sout h SI.

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 24, 1849. Bark Eliza to sail on Jan. 25th . Apply to Ca p t. on board. foot of
Pike St.

N.Y. He rald , Jan. 24, 1849. FOR CALI F. Baltimore Clip pe r Schoone r Laura Virgini a will clear
th is day and sa il tomor row. S.H . Ackerma n , 89 Beaver St.

N.Y. H erald , Jan. 24. 1849. FOR SAN FR ANCI SCO to sa il 15th of Feb. The new Schoo ner
James L . Day, James S. Nash, Master, will sa il as ab ove. She will be appo r tioned in 10 sha res
of $1,000 each . It is intended to carry ou t a sma ll steamer for th e na vigat ion of th e Sacrame nto
River. For further particulars, Coles & T ho rn . 91 W est SI.

N.Y. H erald, Jan. 28. 1849. FOR T HE GOLD REGIONS. T he fin e Brig Augusta will sail for
San Francisco, with despatch or as soo n as a select number of passen gers are p rocu red . A ugusta
is 150 tons burthen , 14 months old , coppe r fasten ed and coppe red within and commanded by
an experienced master. Geo. W. Pentz, 5 1 South St.

N.Y. Herald, Jan. 29, 1849. FOR CALIF. Ship Cou rier, ready to receive pa ssengers for (he
Gold Regions. Apply to Scho yer & Co., 82 Wall St. N.Y. Herald, Feb. 6. 1849. Ship Cour ier
will sail on the 15th of Feb.

N.Y. Herald. Feb. 5. 1849. Clip per. built Ship He/ella will have immediate despatch . [Contains
data on speed and reliability of ship for S.F..] Apply to N. L. & G. Griswold, 71 and 72 Sou th SI.

N.Y. Herald, Feb. 6. 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO . A-I Clipper -built Sh ip Helena, for im
mediate despatch. N.L. & G. Gri swold. 71 & 72 So. SI.

N.Y. Herald, Feb. 5. 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO to sail on the 25th. S.S. Senator, to run as
a packet between St. John, N.B. and Boston . where she has enco u ntered suc h weather as 10

esta blish her reputation as an exce llen t sea boat. App ly to Woodhull & Mintu rn , 87 Sou th St.

N.Y. Herald, Oct. 19, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCI SCO . The new fast sa ili ng Shi p, Senator, will
have quick despatch. Apply to Sla te, Gard ine r & H owell , I H Sou th St. N.Y. Herald, Oct. 31,
1849. Ship SenatoT will sa il on or abou t th e 10th proximo for S.F., Ca li f.

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 5. 1849. FOR CALIFO RN IA. A-I Ship Flavius, will sail on th e 15th of
Feb., for the Gold Regions. E. B. Su tton, 117 Wall St.

N.Y. Herald, Feb. 5. 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO . Bark T oul on, will sail positively on Sat.
th e 10th. J. H enry Williams, 119 Fron t St.
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N.Y. H erald , Feb. 5, 1849. Bark Ann Wels h, Pi er 20 E.R., to sa il on this morning. (Monday at
9:30 A.M.) .

N.Y. H erald, Feb . 6, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO UP TO T HE SAC RA MENTO RI VER
VIA STRAI T S OF MAGEL LAN. S.S. Duncan C. Fell , (form cr ly the Gov't steamer Poincett) .
Apply to I. H . Gager, 120 Wall St ., or J os. T . Martin , 37 South St .

N .Y. H erald , Feb . 6, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO. Schoo ner Samue l M . Fox, will sa il ab out the
22nd in st. App ly to F. & D. Fowler. 86 West St.

N.Y. H erald, Mar. 4, 1849. Schoo ner S.M . Fox to leave for Ca lif. d i rect on Mar. 6th .

N .Y. H erald, Feb. 7, 1849. FOR CHAG RES DIRECT by A-I Bri g Adila to sa il th e 20th inst.
Clarke & Co ., 121 Water St.

N .Y. H erald, Feb . 10, 1849. FOR SAN F RANCISCO X: SUTTER 'S FO RT VIA ST RAITS OF
MAGELLA N. Baltim ore Clipper Brig Orbit, sails betwee n 15th a nd 20th inst. App ly to
Fi nchl ey, 76 Ma iden Lan e.

N .Y. H erald, Feb . 17, 1849. FO R CALIF. DIRECT , SAN FR A NCI SCO & SUTTER'S FO RT .
Cli pper Brig Or bit to sail on or about 20th or 25th of Feb . J as. A. Van Brun t , 75 So. St.

N .Y. H erald , Feb. 24, 1849. Baltimore Clip per Br ig Orbit to lea ve on Feb . 26th for San Fran
cisco.

N .Y. H erald, Mar. 2nd, 1849. Baltim or e Clipper Brig Orbi t will sail on Mar. 5th for San
Francisco.

N .Y. H erald , Oct. 29, 1849. Regula r Packet Line for No v. 15th . For Sa n Fr anci sco by A-No. I
Bri g Orb it to sail on Nov. 15th. Apply to F. & D. Fowler , 86 W est St.

N.Y. H erald , Dec. 7, 1849. FOR SAN F RANCISCO. Clip per Br ig Orbit to sail on Dec. 10t h
F. & D. Fowler, 86 West SI. Cha nge of saili ng date for S.S. Ph iladelphia fro m Dec. 11th to
Dec. 18th, 10 A.M.

N.Y. H erald, Feb . 10, 1849. Pa cket Shi p John G. Costa, to sa il on Feb. 20th . Howland &
Aspinwall.

N .Y. H erald, Feb. 21, 1849. Pa cket Sh ip Joh n G. Coster to sa il positively on 24th. Howland &
Aspinwall, 54 & 56 South SI.

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 15, 1849. Bark Gu ilford, to sail on Feb. 16th. J ohn & Robert Osborn, 111
Wall St .

N.Y. H erald , Feb. 17, 1849. Packet Ba rk, B ogota to sail on Feb . 20th, 1849. Everett & Brown,
68 So. St.

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 17, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCI SCO , T OUCH ING AT RIO J ANEIRO &
VAL PARAI SO. First class Schooner Utlion to sa il o n or about Mar. 10th. J ung & Beh rm ann , 21
So. William St. or Ben srhen & Unka r t, 17 So. Will iam St.

N.Y. H erald, Feb . 21, 1849. Packet Schooner Sp lendid to sail on Feb. 24th . Foster & Nickerson,
25 Sout h St.

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 21, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO ., Ship Louise & Caroline to be despatched
on or ab out middle of March .

N .Y. H erald , Feb. 22, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO, DIRECT. Ba rk R ising Sun, being one
of th e fastest ou t of th e United Sta tes, and passenger s may rel y upon reach ing Sa n Fra ncisco
in ad vance of any other vessel saili ng during th e mon th of Feb . [no saili ng date] . Isaac T .
Smith , 101 Wall.

N.Y. H erald, Apr. 7, 1849. FOR CALIFORNIA. Bark Rising Su n to leave this mornin g. Isaac
T . Smi th , 101 Wall St.

N.Y. Herald , Feb. 22, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO. Cli pper- bui lt Schooner Gen eral Worth to
sail on or a bout the 1st of March . N .L. McR ead y & Co . 36 Sout h St.

N .Y. H erald, Mar. 2, 1849. Clipper-built Scho oner General W orth to leave Mar. 6th . McCready
I< Co.

N .Y. H erald , Mar. 29, 1849. Clipper General Worth to leav e Apr. 2nd . Krider & Mallett, 27
Old Slip .

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 23, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO. Bark Susan to leav e on Mar. 1st. [Name
of agent indistinct]. 94 Wall St.

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 24, 1849. Bark Clyde to leave on Mar. 8th. Holdrege Jr., 93 Wall St.
Chronicle 108 / Novem ber 1980 / Vol . 32, No. 4 239



FOR CALIF.• N.Y. Hera ld , Mar. 20. 1849, Despatch Line, Depar ture date-25th of Mar., Bark
Clyd e. Schoyer &: Co.• 82 WalI St.

N.Y. Hera ld, Apr. 17, 1849. Despatch Li ne announces th e depa rtu re of Bark Clyd e on Ap r.
19. 1849. H . Hold red ge J r.• 93 Wa lI St . Change of dates: N.Y. H erald, Apr. 19, Clyd e will sail
on Sat. 21st. N.Y. H erald , Ap r. 22, Bark Clyd e will sail on Monday noon p recisely .

N.Y. H erald, Feb. 25, 1849. Bark Pal metto to leave on Feb. 27, 1849. Nesmi th &: Wals h, 27
South St.

N.Y. H erald, Mar. 2, 1849. 5.5. Huron to sail on or abou t 20th of Mar. for S.F. via Stra its of
MagelIan; Austin &: Watkins, 8 South St.

N.Y. H erald, Mar. 5. 1849. FOR CALIF. Brig R ob ert to sail Mar. 8th . No te: N.Y. H erald,
Mar. 9, Fri . Brig R ob ert will sail Mar. 12th .

N.Y. H erald, Mar. 15. 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO. Ship Angel izue to ha ve immedate d is
patch . E. Richa rdson &: Co., 52 South St. .

N.Y. He rald, MaI:. 19. 1849. Bark San tel to leave on Mar. 20th. at 9 A.M. Starks W . Lewis , 24
South St. ' · .

N.Y. Herald. Mar. 21, 1849. Ship Balance to leave on Mar. 24th. Cook &: Smith. 110 Wa lI St.

FOR CALIF. TO UCHING AT RIO DE JA NEI RO &: VALPARAISO. N.Y. H eral d, Apr. 8.
1849. Announcement of Liverpool packet sh ip Susan G. Owens for S.F. to sail on Apr. 14th.
A$ents. Buffum &: H andy, 112 B'way. N.Y. H erald Apr. 16. The Susan G. Owens will posit ively
sail on the 18th of Apr. ..

N.Y. H erald, Apr. 18. 1849. Announcing the departure of Packet Ship Susa n G. DWellS on the
21st of Apr. For San Francisco di rect . tou ching at Rio Janeiro &: Valparaiso. Buf fum &: Hard y,
112 B'way.

N.Y. H erald, Apr. 21. 1849. T he Li verp ool packet ship will not sail until Mon . morning Ap r.
2300., 1849. N.Y. H erald , Apr. 24. 1849. Susan G. DwellS .being un avoidably detained will not
sail until Ap r. 25th.

N.Y. Herald , May 1. 1849. An nou ncement of th e sailing of Packet Ship Susa ll G. Oll'em
positively on T h urs . May 3rd.

N.Y. Herald, Apr. 21. 1849. Annou nces the dep ar tu re of Bark A lice Tarlton in a few days
for S.F. Isaac T . Smi th , 101 Wall St.

N.Y. H erald, May 11, 1849. Annou ncing the sailing of Bark Alice Ta rlt on on May 12t h for
S.F. Agents. Isaac T . Smith . 101 Wa lI St.

CHANGE OF SAILI NG DAT E FOR BAR K ALI CE T ARLETON . To sail on May 19th
for S.F. as per N.Y. H erald of May 18th , 1849. [NO T E: SpelIing of "Tarle ton" and in other
adv er tisem en ts "T ar lton 't.]

N.Y. H erald , Apr. 24, 1849. Announces departure of Packet Bark T ecumseh on the 16th of
May for S.F., direct. Agents, Joh n Collins, J r. , 56 Sou th St.

N.Y. H erald, Apr. 25. 1849. An nouncing the Brig Casco for S.F., now being read y to receive
he r cargo. Badger Peck &: Co., cor. WalI &: South St.

N .Y. Herald, May 3. 1849. An nou ncing the sailing of Ship Robert Fulton on Su nda y next
(6th for S.F.) Apply to Cap t. on board Pier 8, N.R.

N.Y. Herald, May 5. 1849. Announcing th e sailing of Shi p Probus for San Francisco on or
about the 15th in st. positively. Agents: E.B. Sutton, 84 WalI St.- Joh n Ogden, 116 Wall St.

Not e: CHAN GE OF SAILING DATE FOR "PROBUS" N.Y. H erald, May 12, 1849. Sailin g of
Ship Probus for S.F. on or abou t th e 20th inst. N.Y. H erald May 19, Ship Probus will sail
on or abou t 25th inst. N.Y. H erald, May 28, Ship Probus will sa il on June 2nd.

N.Y. H erald, June 2. 1849. Anno uncing th e saili ng of Ship Prob us on the 9th of June (having
been detained by th e storm) for Ca lif. via Valparaiso. Agents , E. B. Su tto n , 84 Wall St.
CH AN GE OF SAILING DATE. N.Y. He rald, J une 14, 1849. Annou ncing th e sailing
of Ship Pro bus on 16th in stead of 9th .

N.Y. H erald, May 16. 1849. Announcin g the sailing of Bark Philena belore th e 15th of J u ne
for San Francisco via Rio de Janeiro , & Valparaiso. Agenls: F. &: D. Fowler , 86 West St. N.Y.
Herald, June 13. A chan ge of sail ing date for Bark Ph ilena , to sail on the 20t h of June for
Calif. N.Y. H erald, June 23, 1849. Philena to sail on june 26th.

N.Y. H erald, June 29. 1849. Annou ncin g the sailing of Bark Philene on july 2nd . N.Y.
H era ld , July 7, Ph ile na to sail on 9th of j u ly, in the morning.
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N .Y. H erald , May 23, 1849. Announcing the immediate di spa tch of Pa cket Ship Prin ce de
[ oinuille for S.F. Isaac T. Smi th, 101 Wa ll St .

N.Y. H erald, June 22, 1849. Anno u ncing th e sa iling of N .Y. buil t Packet Ship Prin ce de Join
ville on th e 25th of June for S.r., tou ch in g at Valparaiso . Agen ts , Isaac T. Smith, l Ol Wall St.

N.Y. H erald , June 16, 1849. Anno unci ng the sa iling o f Sh ip Queen Victo ria about l st of July
for S.F. N.Y. H erald, July 7, 1849. Shi p Queen Vic toria to sa il on th e 15th of July. F. &: D .
Fowl er , 86 West St.

N.Y. H erald, July 3, 1849. Anno u nci ng th e sa ili ng of sh ip Ocean us, on th e 10th , for Calif.
and also Ship Manilla on th e 15th for Ca lif.

N.Y. H erald, July 10, 1849. Annou nci ng th e sailing of Baltim or e Clipper-bu il t Ba rk Charter
Oak on July 14th for S.F. J .B. Gager, 120 Wall .

N.Y. H erald, July 14, 1849. Announcing of the saili ng of A-No. I Ba rk Ohio on the 1st of
Aug. for S.F. F. & D. Fowl er , 86 West St.

N.Y. H erald, July 31, 1849. An nou nces th e saili ng of Bark Oh io on Aug. 5th for S.F. F. &: D.
Fowler, 86 West St.

N .Y. H erald , Aug. 14, 1849. Anno u nces the sa ili ng of Bark Oh io on th e 20th of Aug. for S.F.

N.Y. H erald, July 17, 1849. An nou ncing th e sailing of Packet Sh ip Utica on th e 20th of July
for S.F.

N .Y. Herald, July 18, 1849. Announcing th e sailing of Ship M echanics on th e 1st of Aug. for
S.F.

N .Y. H erald , Aug . 21, 1849. FOR CALI F. Sa iling of Ship H ercules about th e 1st of Oct. James
Bergon, 92 Wa ll St.

N.Y. H erald, Sept. 7, 1849. FOR CALIF. to sa il on th e 20th , th e fine Ship Russell. E. R . Sutton,
84 Wall St. Cha nge of sa ili ng da te . N.Y. H erald , Sept. 22, 1849. For Ca lifo rnia . Dispatch Line.
Sh ip R ussell will posit ively sa il on th e 29th in st. Ca n take 300 barrel s of freight, if applied to
at once. Sh ippers send in th ei r bills of lading, at Pi er 5, N .R . E.n. Su tton , 84 Wall St. Ship
Cygne t will follow.

N .Y. H erald, Sept. 19, 1849. FO R SAN FRAN CIS CO & BENICIA, CALIF. Announcing the de 
parture of A- I sh ip Sartelle, on Oc t. 20th. F. & D. Fo wler, 86 West St .

N.Y. H eral d, Sept. 29, 1849. FO R CALI F. Disp a tch Li ne [not e th eir two different ways of
spelling " Despa tch & Dispatch "] Sh ip Ham pden ha ving h er cargo partly engaged will ha ve
qu ick d ispatch for th e Gold Regions Freigh t at lowes t ra tes . E.n . Su tton, 84 Wall St.

N.Y. Herald, Nov. 25, 1849. Sh ip Hampden , for Calif. Passenger s will be on board at Pier 39
N.R. on 26th inst. 12 o' clock M.

N .Y. H erald, Oct. l st, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCI SCO DIRECT. Announcing the departure of
the fast sailing Schooner Paci fic, on or abo u t the 15th of Oc t. T h is schoo ner is capable of
running up the Sacrame n to. Apply to Rose & Butler, 118 South St.

N.Y. H erald, Oct. 2, 1849. FOR ACAPUL CO . To sail on Oct . 8th, the coppe red and copper
fastened ship Crem ona. T hose intend ing to proceed to Ca lif. will find this a mo st desirable
conveyance. J. McMurray, cor. of Pine & Sou th Sts .

N.Y. H erald, Oct. 5, 1849. Regular Packet Line for San Francisco & Benicia, Cal. St . Mary's to
sail on Nov em ber l st. Apply to F. & D. Fowl er , 86 Wall St. or A.A . Warner, 76 Fu lton St. Will
be suc ceed ed by a new schooner sh ip . N.Y. H erald, Oct . 30, 1849: Change of date in sailing.
A-No. I Pa cket Ship 51. M ary's will sa il on the 5th of Nov .

N .Y. H erald , Oct. 20, 1849. FO R SAN FRANCIS CO VIA T HE ST RAITS OF MAGELLAl': .
The new ch lip pe r-bu ilt coppcred and copper fasten ed Schoone r Qu een of th e West will posi 
tively sail Oct. 29 th , bu ilt by th e same builder of Sea W it ch which performed the pa ssage in
112 da ys. This is bel ieved to be the qu ickest p assage eve r mad e by an y sailing craft. M. Rogers
&: Co. , 27 Fulton Market.

N .Y. H erald, Oct. 26, 1849. Ship Wa sh in gt on will sail on No v. 1st for S.F. Apply to Cunning
ham & Osborne, 103 Wat er St.

N.Y. H erald , Oct. 27, 1849. FOR CA LIF. -SAN FRA NCISCO, BENICIA & N .Y. Via RIO DE
JA NEIRO & VALPARAISO per S.S. Eu dora to sai l for th e ab ove port s on Nov. 5th . Apply
to Ren auld & Francoi s, 21 Beaver St. N.Y. H erald , Nov . 6, 1849. Ab ove S.S. to sail for Calif.
etc. on the 10th in st. at 2 P.M.

N.Y. H erald, J an . 26, 1849. FOR CHAGRES. Brig Eudora to sail on the 29th of Jan. with
possib le arrangements to forward the who le Co. to S.F. without delay. Apply on board or
Wm. S. R . Taylor, Pier #6 E.R .
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N.Y. He rald, Dec. I , 1849. Steam er Eudora for Cali f. to leave soon. Sam' l W . Thompson, 74
Wall St.

N.Y. H erald, Oct. 31, 1849. FOR SAN FR ANCISCO by A·No. 1. Packet Sh ip Francis Depau
to sail on Nov. 20th. Sam. P. Robinson. 59 West St.

N.Y. He rald, Dec. 23, 1849. GOLD REGION- A rare chance is now offered to persons goin g
to Calif. The splendi d Packet Shi p Francis Depau [note below] will sail in a few days. Apply
on board Pier 11, N.R. or J . Belknap Smith, 102 B'way. [ Note: Previously the boat was
spell ed "Depau" this tim e as ab ove.]

N.Y. H erald , Nov. 2, 1849. Ship Palesti ne for qu ick despa tch [no date given] . Apply to E. B.
Sulton, or Jam es Smi th , 116 Wa ll St.

N.Y. Herald, Nov. 9, 1849. FOR MONTEREY (Calif) DIRECT ; by Brig Emma Prescott to
sail on Nov. 15th. Ru ssell Xc Norton, 31 Old Slip.

N.Y. H erald , Nov. 17, 1849. Brig Em ma Prescott will sail on the 20th inst. for Monterey, Calif .
Ru ssell Xc No rton, 31 Old Slip . Change of saili ng date, for above. To sail on th e 27th instead .

N.Y. Herald , Nov. II , 1849. FOR SAN FRA NCISCO . T he clip per.built Brig Reindeer to leave
on th e 12th or 13th inst. This vessel is unsurpassed for sailing qua lities. F. & D. Fowler, 86
West St.

N.Y. H erald, Nov. 16, 1849. FO R SAN FRA NCISCO 20th of Nov. per Schooner Lambert Snydal/l
to rea ch S.F. Mar. next. La mbert Snydam, Supercargo.

N.Y. H erald , Nov. 16, 1849. FOR SAN FR ANCISCO. Imm edi at e despatch on New York-bui lt
Ship Russell Glover. Apply to H . H old rege j r ., 93 Wall St.

N.Y. He rald, Nov. 26, 1849. FO R CALI F. Despatch Line. The splendid new ship Monterey
600 tons, will have quick despatch for the gold regions. [d ata on accommodations etc. elimi
nated] Apply to E. B. Sulton, 84 Wall St.

N.Y. H erald, Dec. 4, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA RIO DE JANEIRO, VALP AR AISO &
PANAMA. T he new S.S. Gold Hu nter, ha vin g two powerfu l engines, Kenney Couillard Comd .,
will be desp atched as above on th e 10th Dec. a nd now lies at tile foot of Grant St. E.R . This
S.S. has just been buil t in the most thorough man ner under the sup erintendence of Capt. WITi .
Skiddy. an d offers su perior accommodations, etc . Apply to David Brooks & Co., 68 Broad St.

N.Y. H erald , Dec. 6, 1849. FOR SAN FRANCISCO. Brig Ro chester to sail on the 7th of Dec.
Apply on board at Pier No. II E.R . Old Slip.

N.Y. He rald , Dec. 9, 1849. FOR CALI F. Schooner Margaret Hopping during th is week. Apply
to E. Ruckman. Washington Market Slip .

FOR CALIF. N.Y. Herald, Dec. 10, 1849, Dispatch Line , Departure date- soon, First Class
Ship Adirondack.

(To be cont inued)
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THE 1861·69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

WILLIAM K. HERZOG, Assoc. Editor
2¢ "FRANCIS PATENT" STAMP ON COVER
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

A limited number of the 2¢ and 3¢ 1861 stamp s were produced under the
"Francis Patent" process. Basically, this patent (No. 48389, to Samuel Ward
Francis of New York City, on June 27, 1865) called for the chemical tre atm ent
of the posta ge stamp paper with a solution of sulphate of iron before the
printing and gumming. When a stamp, so prepared , reached the post office , a
finger glove or sponge treated with a solution of nut-galls would come in con
tact with it, and cause a blue-stain cancel through the chemical reaction.

According to Luff, under the heading "Francis Patent Stamps": 1

. . . The patent was gran ted to Dr. S. W. Francis of New York City, and its principal
fea tures wer e soaking the paper in an alka line flu id , wh ich tu rn ed it brown, and
cancella tion by means of a small sponge, sa tura ted wit h some acid and attached to the
th u mb. A touch of th is sponge, when bandling the lett ers, wou ld obliterate the stamp .
On all th e cance lled copi es whic h 1 hav e seen th e color of the paper ha s been turned
to a deep bl ue .

By order of th e Third Assista nt Postmaster Gen er al th e Nationa l Bank No te Co.
prepared 10,000 of these stamps. As th e Post Office Department wished a report from
a postmaster upon th e p racticabili ty of th e inve nt ion , some of the stamps were sent
to Newport, R .I., for expe rime nt. Under the date of Ma rch 30th, 1865, the postmaster
at Newport wrote to Dr. Fran cis:

" I hav e this da y personall y tested you r method of cance lling postage stam ps. After
thorough and systema tic experime nts, 1 feel it du e you to cer tify hereb y to th e valuable
ness of you r in vention. I sha ll commu nica te with the Hon. T hird Assistan t Postm aster
General of my experiments,"

)
./ j ( t l/ 1

// 07
(

Flgur. 1. A 2; "Francll Pat.nt" stamp lcanc.lled b:r. blue .t. ln) u••d on coy. r m.n.d from N.wport, R.I., on
M.rch 31, 1865. Photo courtHY of the Phi .telic Faun ation.

Through the courtesy of the Philatelic Foundation, who provided the
photograph of an item in the Luff Reference Collection, we can now illustrate
as Figure 1 a cover franked by a 2¢ "Francis Patent" stamp. The stamp is
cancelled by a blue stain, and the cover is postmarked "NE WPORT, R. L,
MAR. 31, '65". It is addressed to Saml. W. Francis at New York just one day
after the date of the message alluded to above by Luff.

I do not pretend to know if this item actually went through the mail in
1865, if it was made up as an expe riment in 1865, or if it is a fabrication; how
ever, it is potentially, as an on-cover use, one of the most interesting items for
stamp reuse prevention that this wri ter has viewed. In this regard, it was most

I. J ohn N. Lu ff, Th e Postage Stam ps of the Uni ted Stat es (Wee kly Philateli c Gossip
Rep rint) , 72.
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gracious of the Philatelic Foundation to provide at my req uest the photograph
for the perusal of our readership.
31 1861 USES: LET'S TAKE A CLOSER LOOK
ABE BOYARSKY

At first glance, Figures 1, 2, and 3 appear to be three ordinary covers that
are franked with the 3¢ 1861. Upon closer examination, however, they reveal
some interesting uses.
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Figure 1 shows that the envelope was mailed from Williamsport, Pa., on
Novemb er 16, 1864, to Brooklyn, N.Y. At Brooklyn another 3¢ 1861 was placed
almost perfectly over the first stamp on November 18, 1864, and then sent on its
way to Lloyd's Neck, Long Island.

Figure 1. Forwarded
cover wi th one stamp
superimposed oyer In
other.

Figure la. Enlargama nt .howlng lower .tamp.

Figure l a is an enlargement of the two stamps with the top stamp folded
over so that both can be seen. The bottom stamp just ties with a 17.5 mm.
four-ring, concentric-circle cancellation. The top stamp is tied by a large cork
cancel so often associated with Brooklyn.

Figure 2. Forwarded
caver bnrlng twa
.t.m....
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Figure 2 is a cover sent from Cambridge, Mass., on December 5, 1864, to
Springfield , Mass. At Springfield on December 7, 1864, another 3¢ 1861 was
affixed and the cover was forwarded on its way to New Haven, Conn.

Figure h . Enlargement Mowing Mcond stomp
below.

" . r 1/ ,/
Figure 2a shows both stamps. The bottom stamp has a partial grid cancel ,

while the top stamp is tied by the Springfield townmark and cork cancel.
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Figure :I. Coyer with
:I¢ 1161 ploced oyer
Inyelld 3¢ 1857.

The cover in Figure 3 has a South Clastenbury, Ct. townmark tying a 3¢
1861, which is an early shade of Rose Pink ( Scott No. 64b ) that was used in
the latter part of 1861.

Figure 30. Enlorgement Mowing demon"lzed
stomp below.

In Figure 3a both stamps can be seen. Since the bottom stamp was de
monetized, it is not cancelled.
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GRIFFITH'S BADGER STATE BATTERY AT NEW MADRID, MISSOURI, 1862

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Some years ago th e cover illustrated with these notes was shown us by Mr.
Arthur Van Vlissingen , who had formed a particularly fine collec tion of Civil
War patriotic covers among his Wisconsin postal history material.

The cover bears a rather "routin e" patriotic design in red , white and blue
(Walcott 2249), but a legend, "BADGER STATE BATTERY, CAPT. R. R.
GRI F FITH." adds a Wisconsin motif of considerable appeal to the design . Of
un iversal interest to the postal historian, especially one with a strong affin ity
for the Civil War, is the fact the cover apparently bears two different postmarks,
a manuscript "New Madrid, Mo./25 Apl. ," and a handstamped Cairo, Ill ., c.d .s.
of Apr . 29, 1862. Th e cover is addressed to Little Prairie, Wisconsin, and franked
with a 3¢ 1861 stamp, tied by both postmarks.

The query with the cover was why the two postmarks, but, to th e wri ter,
iden tifying the uni t from which th e cover came also offered an en joyable chal
lenge as well as possibly a good story.

vJ-tt;v.~> : ;"'... ~.!:~
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Pltriotic cover mliled It New Mld'id, Mo., by member of "Bldger Stlte Bottery."

To properly explain the cover, a look at wh at was going on around New
Madrid, Missouri , in th e spring of 1862 seems useful. New Madrid is located
on the Mississippi River in extreme southern Missouri, just above and across
from the Kentucky-Tennessee state line. The town's main claim to fame is that
it was the center of the great "New Madrid earthquake" of the early 1800s,
whi ch change d the course of the Mississipp i River into a huge reverse bend ( the
"Madri d Bend"), creating Reelfoot Lake in the process, and wiping out th e
town of New Madrid as it then existed. In the spring of 1862, th e Federal forces
were attempting to push down the Mississippi River from the nor th, and it was
at th is time th at New Madrid had its moment in the limelight. The Confederates
had established a line of defense across southern Kentucky and Missouri , and
New Madrid was an anchor of this line on the west bank of the river, together
with fortifications on Island No. 10 in the Madrid Bend and also along the east
bank of th e river. The sketch map with these notes shows the salient features.

The Federal attack was a joint arm y and nav y affair , the army under Gen
era l John Pope and the navy under Flag Office Andrew H. Foote. In March of
1862, Pope slipped by the Confederates on the west bank and took Point Pleas
ant, Missouri, below New Madrid. Th us outflanked , the Confederates evacuated
th e town, going across the river and reinforcing Island No. 10 in the New Madrid
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Bend. This all crea ted a very strong position against the Federal gunboats lying
in the "Seven Mile Reach" above the Madrid Bend .

General Pope then made New Madrid his headquarters, bringing some ten
thousand troops, including three Wisconsin Independent Light Artillery Batteries,
into the area around the town to protect against any unexpected attacks from
Confederate troops in Arkansas.

~

SwAMPS
J:l,

'?... ~- ~

'" ~
,jo, J

~

H ~

~
el.i:

::J
0
'ffJ

v~

'-l

~

Mlp of N.w Mld rid Ir.1 I nd positions h.ld by F.d.rll Ind Conf.d.r•• forcH.

Before the war-and also after the town was no longer a military center in
1862-the postmaster at New Madrid ("courthouse" of New Madrid County) was
one William J. Denh art, who had received some $200 in compensation for his
efforts in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1861. This is about normal for a country
town located on a large river with steamboat traffic in the era before the war.
No doubt Denh art was able to handle this quite nicely with the help of a few
clerks as required on "mail day." Pictu re, however, the situa tion of such a
country post office suddenly flooded with letters from over 10,000 troops in
the area-most young men more than thirty miles away from home for the first
time in their lives in late 1861. Obviously, Postmaster Denhart of New Madrid
would have needed help, and he undoubtedly got it from the army Quarter
master Department. The army was only then in 1862 learning to handle its own
mails by making it a Quartermaster Department responsibility to take them to
and from designated postal centers with the capacity to handle them. In the
east, this center was Washi ngton, and in the west it was Cairo. Both offices
evidently had "military sections" provided to handle soldier mails. In addition,
the Post Office Department provided guidance and some supervision in the
form of Special Agents of the Department travelling with the army headquart
ers. This didn 't all happen at once, and in early 1862 it was just being developed.

Thu s, we have a clue for the reason for the two postmarks. The manuscript
marking was probably appli ed by a Quartermaster clerk assigned to postal duty
and the Cairo marking was applied when the letter was delivered by the army
to Cairo, at the mouth of the Ohio River where it runs into the Mississippi, some
four days later. Whether the Quartermaster clerk was working in the New
Madrid post office is anyone's guess, but this cover may well be a "landmark"
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indicating the beginning division of army and civilian mails . As the war pro
gressed, similar double postm arking was seldom seen. The army delivered mails
to the central post office facili ties set up for the purpose, and the postmarks
were applied there. If the army and the Special Agent of the Post Office De
partment felt it would expedite matters, post offices in large cities were reopened
and opera ted by the Special Agents and the Quart ermasters. Nashville and
Memphi s are examples of thi s in the west. This writer has seen almost no civilian
mails from the occupied towns which were reopened , for the simple reason that
army orders in such cases usually forb ade the acceptance of any but letters from
the troops or othe r Federal personnel on official business.

The writer had considerable trouble identifying the exact Wisconsin bat
tery from which the cover described here emanated. Independent ba tteri es were
usually known by two or even three different designat ions in the Civil War .
First, there was the "official" designation, consisting of a number and state
name, such as "7th Wisconsin Independent Battery ." But ba tt eries , especially
in battle reports and letters, were often called by the nam e of their commander
or organizer, such as "Griffith's Light Artillery ." Lastly, such units were usually
organized under some descriptive or fanciful name, such as on thi s letter, the
"Badger State Battery." In this case, we have two of the three more or less
interch angeabl e names given, only the num erical des ignation being missing. By
looking at lists of milit ary Civil Wa r "synonyms" it is found that the 3rd Wis
consin Battery was called the "Badger Battery," but their history shows they
were at Nashville du ring the period being considered. The 5th Wisconsin, the
6th ( the "Buena Vista" battery ) and the 7th ( the "Badger State Flying Artil
lery" ) were all at New Madrid from about March 19, 1862, through Mayor
June. We also find under "Griffith's Wisconsin Battery (Capt. Richard R. Grif
fith )" the alte rna te designations of the 7th and 13th Wisconsin light art illery
batteries, but the latter was not .established until 1864. Therefore, it seems clear
that our cover came from a member of the 7th Wisconsin battery, with their
designation shortened from 'Badger State Flying Arti llery" to just "Badge r
Battery."

In this case, whether the unit was the 5th , 6th or 7th is unimportant, since
we know where the cover originated before being taken to Cairo. Such is not
the case with most covers, and an ana lysis such as this can often reveal a point
of origin when coupled with an established date and the unit history.

To complete the story, Island No. 10 had fallen before the cover was mailed ,
officially sur rendering with some 7,000 men on April 8th . Actually one of the
really important events of the war in the west, this action was overshadowed in
history by the battle of Shiloh which took place at the same time.

By June, most of the troops had left New Madrid, other than a small force
to prevent Confederate recapture of the stro ng Madrid Bend position. No doubt
Postmaster Denhart was abl e to resume a fairly norma l operat ion of the New
Madrid post office with the letters from the Federal troops remaining at New
Madrid replacing the business deri ved from river commercial traffic.
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My Outrlqht Purchase, Consiqnment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest AV6. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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SOME OUTSTANDING 1861-68 PERFORATING VARIETIES
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

Mr. C. W. Chris tian's article "Production Variet ies of Printing and Pedorat
ing, 1861-67" (Chronicle 81:25-30) quite thoroughly discussed its topic. Conse
quently, this short ar ticle will not deal with an in-depth discussion of pedorat
ing, but will, however, illustr ate a few "outstanding" examples of perforating
varieties on the 1861-68 stam ps.

DOUBLE PERFORATIONS
Figure 1 illustrates a lOti 1861 envelope bearing two lOti 1861 Type I stamps

(Scott 62B). It was mailed from Benecia, Cal. , on April 21, 1862, to Neponsett,
Mass. The stamps probably paid three times the 10 cents' transcontinental rate,
which was in effec t from April 1, 1855 to July 1, 1863. Both lOti Type I stamps
'exhibit double verti cal perforations. Needless to say, this is an exceptional ex
ample of the variety, as well as an exceptional item in general, becaus e of the
scarcity of the lOti Type I stamps.1

Figu.. 1. Two 10¢ Type I. with double vertiCil perforation. u.ed on 10¢ envelope moiled from aenecio, Col. to
Nepon.ett. Ma.... on April 21. 1862. Courte.y of Charle. Storne•.

Figure 2. A 3¢ 1861 with double perforation. In both
direction•. Courte.y of Abe Boyonky.

Figure 3. A 3¢ 1861 with extreme "wild perforo .
tion s" . Courte.y of Abe Boyonky.

Figure 2 illustrates the only example of double perforations in "both" di
rections known to th is writer. The chances of finding such an item are infinitely

I. This writer had the opportunity to purchase this cover at In terphil-Zti, bu t had alread y
spent all of h is money on other' philat elic goodi es. The item was mentioned to Charles Starnes,
and it ended up in his collect ion forthwi th . Ever ytim e I see it , whi ch is quite often , a sort of
whimsical and envio us feeling COllies over me. Yes, we all have let some rea l beauties get away!
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smaller than of finding a stamp with double perforations in one direction. To
produce this variety the sheet was fed through the perforating machine four
times, twice in each direction.

WILD PERFORATIONS
....-w"l..._

Figure 4. A 3, "F" grill with extreme "wild perlor • .
tions."

Figure 5. The back of Figure 4 showing a complete.
normal "F" grill which is not .Hected by the "wild
perfor ations."

Figure 3 is a 3¢ 1861 showing extreme "wild perforations" caused by a
pap er crease passing th rou gh the stamp. As "Bert" Christi an mentioned in his
arti cle, such items are very scarce on early U.S. stamps.

Figures 4 and 5 show the front and back of a 3¢ "F" grill exhibiting "wild
perforations" caused by a paper crease passing through anothe r portion of its
sheet. There is a full , normal "F" grill which indicates the sheet became creased
between th e grillin g and perfora ting processes."

Can anyone rep ort additional examples of double perforations in both di
rections on 1861-68 stamps?

2. Grilli ng was listed as precedi ng per forating on the 1869 sta mps in " How Our New
Postage Stamps are Made" by Cosmopoli tan (A merican j ou rn al of Philatel y, Vol. II , 20 Oct . 1869,
113-4). Since bot h th e 1867·68 and 1869 sta mps were ma nufactured by th e Nationa l Bank Note
Company. it is assumed th e "F" grills wer e applied befor e perfora t ing.
5¢ BLACK BROWNS ON SCOTT NOS. 76 AND 95
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

The Scott Specialized Catalogue of United State s Stamps listed for many
years both the dark brown and black brown shade s of th e 5¢ brown (No. 76)
and 5¢ "F" grill (No. 95). A few years ago, th e black brown listin gs for these
stamps were removed from the ca ta logue . This removal is rather pu zzlin g since
the black brown sha de definitely exists on these 5¢ stamps.

John Luff,1 Stanl ey Ashbrook," and Dr. Carroll Ch ase" listed the earliest
kno wn use of the 5¢ black brown as July 18, 1863. Eustace Power" claimed the
true black brown shade was qui te scarce in unused condition . Lester Brookman"
listed the black brown shade on both the 5¢ brown and 5¢ "F" grill.

F igure 1 is a cover franked by a pair of 5¢ black browns. It was mail ed

J. John N. Luff, Th e Postage Stanips of th e United States (Gossip Reprint). p . 70.
2. Stanley B. Ashbroo k. As h brook Special Service, No . 17 (August I , 1952) . p. 114.
3. Dr. Carroll Chase, Classic Uni te d States Stam ps 1845· 1869 (1962) , p . 24.
4. Eustace B. Power , Th e Genera l Issues of Unite d States Stam ps (1909), pp . 24-5.
5. Lester G. Brookman. T he Uni ted States Postage Stam ps of the 19th Cent ury, Vol. II

(1966). pp . 39 and 145.
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Figure 1. A p.lr of S¢ bl..k browns m.lled on March 3, 1868, to Nov. Scotl•. Couttuy of Ch.rl•• J. S1.r.....

from Lynn, Mass., on March 3, 1868. The stamps paid the 10 cents per ~ ounce
irrespective of distance" Treaty rate to Halifax, Nova Scotia .

Figure 2 is a cover franked by a 5¢ "F" grill in black brown and a 10¢ "F"
grill. It was mailed from New York City on December 23, 1868. The stamps paid
the 15 cents per J4 ounce Treaty rate to Paris, France. It is presently my ear liest
"unquestionable" record ed use for the 5¢ "F" grtll."

Figure 2. A 5¢ black brown "F" grill .nd 10¢ "F" grill m.lI.d on Doc.mb.r 23, 1868, to Franc•. Thi. i. pr•••ntly
,h•••rli.., "unqu••tion.ble" recorded u•• of tho 5¢ "F" grill .

The 5¢ shades on these two covers are extre me examples that are unques
tionably black browns. Obviously, the black brown shade exists on Scott Nos.
76 and 95. Phil atelists interested in the 1861-68 stamps should seek out these
shades and correctly list the m as black browns in their collections. There is an
important lesson to be learn ed here: just because something is not listed in the
Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stam ps, do not assume it doesn't
exist.

6. The T rea ty rate was 10 cent s per Y2 ou nce (15 cents over 3.000 miles) from 7/51 to
1/ 68, when it becam e 10 cen ts per Y2 ounce " irr espective of d ista nce." It remained so until 4/ 68.
when it becam e 6 cents per Y2 ounce (10 cents un pai d) . Since Figu re I was mail ed in March
of 1868. it is an examp le. strictly speaking. of a three-mon ths ra te . T h is ra te in formation is
taken from th e unpubli shed foreig n ra te boo k of Char les Starnes.

7. Lot 624 of R .A. Siege l Sale 524 is a dubiou s use of the 5¢ "F" grill (the 5¢ "F" grill
stamps are not tied . the Aug . 19. 1868. da te of use is ear lier th an the sta mp agen t records
indicate possible. and th e ra te is un derpaid).
252 Ch ronicl e 108 / Nove mber 1980 / Vol. 32. No .4



. .. No charge
for execut ing

bids.

. . .Bid by
Phone , by Moil .

or in person .

BUYER OR SELLER
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION
S~'~~91

~= "''''''' IJP.MIIb'" ~ll¥.trlaUY
\"L.~. " " ~ ,or
If) ~ptrlalilltll®

SELLERS:
Our co m mi ssi o n is only 10%
of price rea l ized - no lott ing
cha rges . but we do have
minimums acceptable .
Contact us , desc ribing your
material before sending it to
us. We ca n help you decide
whether to se ll o utright or on
co n sig n m e n t , W ith your
descr ipt ion . include your
address and telephone no.

BUYERS:

A premium of 10% is added 10
the " Hammer" price as part of
the total purchase price .

Schiff Auctions Feature:
• Singles & Blocks • Coils & Booklets • Plate Blocks
• Postal History • Major Errors • Freaks & Varieties
• First Day Covers • Wholesale lots • Collections

U.S., U.N.

TO SECURE OUR NEXT
AUCTION CATALOG
REMIT 75' (or) $1 .50 FOR
CATALOG AND PRICES
REALIZED . I -YEAR
SUBSCRIPTION $8.50
U.S . (O VERSEA S $12 .50).

WE ALSO PU.RCHASE OUTRIGHT!
"HOW TO 'AaTICI'ATE IN A SlAMI' AUCTION"

5th Edition - 1II... ,roted 32i"'ve Ioolo
Pr_ed '0 Aun' au,..,. or S.1Ien - 5O(

}acqueg~.~cbiff,}r .,31oc'.
Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers £. Established 19..7

195 Mo in SI .. Ridg ef iel d Park , N .J . 07660 Tele . (20 1) 6 41·5566 . fr o m N . Y .c. 66 2·2777
Chronicle 108 / November 1980 / Vol. 32. No.4 253



THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
THE TYPE I 1SC 1869 ON COVER: A CENSUS AND ANALYSIS
JON ROSE

At least two major question s have long remained unanswered in regard to
th e Type I 15i 1869 bicolor stamp. One is how many stamps of thi s type were
issued. The other is how many Type I sta mps used on cover remain for today's
collec tor.

Actu ally, approximate answers to each question may be linked. Lester
Brookman estimated th at 200,000 Type I stamps were issued . I Wh ereas, Michael
Laurence suggested 140,000 as the more accurate num ber."

Delivery figur es given by Wil liam Herzog" show that at least 77,740 Type
I 15i sta mps were issued. Laurence concluded that another 63,000 or so Type
I stamps we re delivered during the second qua rter of 1869, and that non e wa s
issued after July 1, 1869.

Th ese facts and hyp otheses could account for the preponderant use of Type
I 15i stamps dur ing th e year 1869, especially during the months of April through
July. In this updated census it is shown that 76 genuine covers are known used
during th is four- month per iod ; and that only 38 genuine or arguably genuine
covers are recorded during the next 18 plus months.

~~
~~~

Figu,e 1. New O,leans to P,ussia via closed man via England, a' th. 15f per lh oun ce ,ate effedive 1 Janua,y
1868 ·30 June 1870. New Orleans May 23 (1869 ). New Yo,k Paid All Br Transit May 27. The vignette on the
stamp is shifted downward, conveniently showing the absence of ornamentation and shading 'hat is characteristic
of 'he 15f 1869 Type J.

We do know now, th anks to the work of a number of dedi cat ed philatelists ,
th at the Typ e I on cover is scarce. Th e writ er believes that 125 could be a fair ,
conse rva t ive estima te for the num ber of genuine covers still extant. Our survey
during th e past three yea rs has revealed just 121 covers , six of whi ch are deemed
questionable pending inspection and seven of which have authoritatively been
declared fakes. That leaves 108 unarguably genuine covers. No doubt th ere are
others. Are th ey in European or Asian collections or buried in U.S. collections?

I. Lester Bro okman. U.S. Postage Stam ps 0/ the 19th Century, 1966. II . 175.
2. 1869 Times # 7 (May 1977) . p. 4.
3. Chronicle 89. 31.
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Brookman notes that this stamp is "rather rare on covers, and when found
is usually on the large legal size envelope."! The writer agrees with the first
statement, but the second is certainly incorrect. Fifteen cent Type Is (and lis)
are often found on small envelopes addressed to France or other foreign desti
nations.

Type II stamps were being shipped to post offices as early as May 1869
(earliest cover use stated in Scott's Specialized is May 23, 1869). Our study
has revealed no earlier Type I cover than th e April 2, 1869, example sent from
New Orleans to Bordeaux, France, and illustrated in Brookman.

It seems that New Orleans and New York City were the first post offices
to sell Type I 15¢' stamps, as the first 13 covers (chronologica lly) are from thes e
two cities. Further, a majority of Type I 15¢' covers emanated from New Orleans
(37) or New York City (52).

In reality, the great majority of the listed Type I covers originated in three
major U.S. cities (96 of 114). France.was the most common destination with 70
covers, and also the most common destination on faked covers (six of seven) .

An interesting observation about the 15¢' 1869 stamps in general is worth
repeating. Laurence, writing in the May 1977 edition of 1869 Times, noted that
during the four quarters of calendar year 1869, twice as many 15¢' Lincolns of
the previous 1866-67 issue were distributed to post offices as the (current) 15¢'
1869 stamps. Information like this reinforces the position that 15¢' Type Is on
cover are very scarce.
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Figur e 2. 1St Type I on a 3t Nesbitt entire from New York City (1 June 1869) to Col umbia, South Amerlu , a
ver y scar ce dest ination . lOt r aid rost il!1e from New York (1 June 1869) to Aspinwall, wi t h the remai ning 8t
cred ited to England for Roya Mai carroage from Aspinwall no rth to Cart agen a and (pres umab lT) back south to
Mont eria. The 18t rate to New Grenada (as Columbia was th en usuall y ca lled) "via British ma i via Asp inw all "
was effective 1859.1875, but co• • rs sho wing th e rate are seld om s..n,

QUANTITIES

Chronicle and Register readers may recall that researcher Richard Searing
(now editor of the Bank Note Period in the Chronicle) listed 49 genuine 30¢'
1869 covers and 62 genuine 24¢' covers." To these figures we now ad d at least
108 genuine 15¢' Type I covers. With the one known 90¢' cover, we obtain a
grand total of 220 covers showing the four scarcest 1869 high values.

Searing's "rule of thumb" facto r of 0.0002 multiplied by the number of
issued stamps closely approximated the number of cove rs which he listed. If
the large Port Chester, N.Y., find of 24¢' covers is subtracted from the list, this
factor for both 24¢' and 30¢' 1869 stamps is almost identical:

4. Brookman, op. cit., II . 173.
5. Chronicle 93, 42; Chron icle 97, 48.
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Figure 3. 15, Type I wilh 30 , 1869, N.w Orl ••n. (14 June 1869) to Iord.lux, thr •• 11m.. Ih. 15, p.r qUlmr
eunee Ireoly r.le. New York credil 18 (Jun 19) .nd C.I.i. enlry marking confirm carriage vi. Inm.n .I••mer
"Cily of London," wh ich lofl New York Cily 19 June 1869. Four cove.. ore recorded wilh Ihi. combin.lion, all
of 'hem triple , .tes to France.

24¢ : (62 covers less II Port Chester covers = 51 covers)

1I0¢:

51 covers
235.350 stamps

49 covers
244,1IO stamps

.000217

.000201

= 183.000 issued sta mps

Can this "ru le of thumb" be applied to the listed number of genuine sur
ving 15¢ 1869 Type I covers ( 108) to fix the approximate number of issued
stamps? No. After reviewing the data summary for #118, we might expect to
find two and a half to three times the number of extant 15¢ Type I covers as
Searing's "ru le of thumb" would predict.

Searing's factor would call for about 625,000 Type I 15¢ stamps issued (125
estimated genuine covers/0.0002 = 625,000). This lar ge number is too high we
know. Recall that Luff s research indicated a total output of 1,438,840 15¢ stamps
of both types. And it is well known that 15¢ Type II (#119) stam ps and covers
are relatively much more plentiful that Type Is.

We estim ate that between 183,000 and 250,000 15¢ Type I stamps were
issued based on the following:

a) 110 covers (low)
0.0006 Fac tor

b) 125 cove rs (h igh)
0.0005 Factor = 250.000 issued stam ps

We have estimated the survival rate as higher for # 118 covers than for either
the 24¢ or 30¢ 1869 covers . Ob serve that some 70 percent of the Type I 15¢
covers are single rate foreign uses, and an additional 10 percent are single weight
dom estic registered covers .

Thus, surviving covers are preponderantly small and light. A tot al of 70
were sent to Fran ce, and most contained personal correspondence. Therefore,
these generally small covers, many of which contained either personal letters
or business matter , were destin ed for locations in Fran ce or the United States
where , aft er retention,. they could easily find their way into U.S. collections.

Unlike so many 24¢ and 30¢ covers, the y were not cast across Planet Earth
in payment of high and exotic international postage rates.
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OBSERVATIONS ABOUT THE LISTING

A total of 105 Type I 15¢ covers were listed in The 1978 Register of the
U.S. 1869 Pictorial Research Associates, Inc., by th e writer and his fellow re
searcher, Elliott Coulter. Of this number eight were believed questionable and
three were fakes .

This list has grown to 121 of which six are now thought to be questionable
and seven deemed fakes of some sort . Thus, in the space of about two years ,
another 12 genuine #1l8 covers have surfaced. This is in part due to contri
butions from the late John juhring's massive 1869 accumulation and the inspir
ing Marc Haas postal history collection.

Table I lists the 114 genuine and "questionable" covers, arranged chrono
logically according to the date the cover entered the U.S. mails-typically taken
from the circular datestamp. On the innocent-until-proved-guilty theory, ques
tionable covers are included in Table 1, marked with an asterisk next to the date.
Collectors who own these covers ought to submit them to expert examination.
Covers authoritatively declared fake are listed in Table II. The Table I data
are statistically summarized in Table III.

Figure 4. Owensville, Ohio (manuscript, 21 January lB70) to Paris , with 15t Type I overpaying the lOt direct rate
that commenced on 1 January lB70. New York e"change office marking with "X", Cherbourg double circle entry
marking and French B dacima handstamped dua marking are typical of direct covers to Franca during lB70, which
most fraquantly ara found bearing lOt lB69.

Combination covers are rare, but the list shows 24. Two covers show multiple
country or mixed franking use with French stamps, and a th ird shows use with
Italian stamps. I suspect there are a few more mixed franking covers .

Covers are listed showing the Type I 15¢ used with the 1¢, 3¢, 6¢ and 30¢
1869 values. Oddly, no covers are yet known with the 2¢ , 10¢, 12¢ or 24¢ 1869
stamps. Somewhere out there is a cover franked with both Type I and Type II
15¢ 1869 stamps. Can anyone say where it is?

Four covers are recorded where the Type I stamp is used on postal sta
tionery. Two covers exist with the stamp in combination with the 30¢ Franklin
stamp-one each with the 30¢ 1861 and the 30¢ F grill. One cover is recorded
showing the Type I with the 3¢ Banknote stamp (Scott 136).

The controversial Osaka-Yokohama cover, bearing a Type I 15¢ plus a 3¢
and a 24¢ 1869, has been declared not genuine as is by th e Philatelic Founda
tion, the writer understands. The assumption is that only the 3¢ stamp belongs.
Any comments ? This cover sold for $16,500 in the J. David Baker sale , 4 April
1978, subject to an opinion . It was once part of the Henry Gibson and William
West collections.
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Although this census has been extensively revised and expanded since its
debut in Th e 1978 Register, mistakes and omissions undoubtedly exist. The
writer earnestly solicits information from collectors who know of Type I 15¢
covers not listed here. Also, he would like to have all errors corrected and asks
for indulgence for any made so far . Credit is acknowledged to all who assisted
this writer, especially his compatriot in research, Elliott Coulter , currently presi
dent of the U.S. 1869 Pictorial Research Associates. Thanks also for the coopera
tion given by the Philatelic Foundation.

The 1869 cover census con tinues. All values on cover are under study. It
is hoped that a complet e cover listing will be published in tim e for AMERIPEX
1986, th e international stamp show to be held in Chicago in May 1986.

TABLE I

1SC 1869 TYPE 1 STAMP USED ON COVER

Koer ber 3/ 17/77, 669
Gibson 478
Richard Wolffer s
IV J uh ri ng 513
(Frankfurt)
Harmer 10/ 12/70, 546
Heim an 1/ 20/7 3, 122
II Knapp 1787; Siegel
507. 341
IV J uh r ing 511
(Frankfu rt)
Harmer 1/ 15/ 58, 84

Siegel 9/20/79.2050
Simmy 6/ 10/76, 128
Siegel 6/12 /7 3,339

Siege l 6/1 2/7 3, 333
PFC #26926
Haa s collection
Siege l, 4/21/ 59,259
Gime lson, 9/ 26/67 , 337
Figu re I , ex Ne wbu ry
Siegel 10/2 7/6 8, 764
II Ne wbu ry. 636
Harmer 5/5/7 1, 402
Siegel 4/18/77 ,270
III Hessel , 596
Harmer 3/25/52, 498
Siegel 6/ 12/73. 334
Harmer 2?/19 /63
II Moody. 172; PF cert

Siegel 12/ 6/ 67, 816
Siegel 1/ 6/ 72, 357
Wm. Fox 4/19 /69, 152
Figure 2. ex Juhring
Ashbrook Sp ecial Service

Source
Brookman , II , 174
Siege l 12/ 12/ 69, 1915
Fox 1/ 6/ 67, 176
Harmer 5/5/71, 401
PFC # 1955
Harmer 6/10 /6 8, 315
Mercu ry 11/2 /6 3
SBA records
I J uh ring, 812 (CAPEX)
PFC #934
pF e #42336
IV j u hr ing, 512
(Fra nkfur t)
II Knapp" 1759
PFC #26030

NY cr 6; Ca la is en try
large cover front
Calais ent ry. forwarded
with Fr 30c
NYPABrT r
NY cr 36; Fr pa q #3
NY cr 12
NY dr 24; 16 dec du e

" R EGIST ERED" ;
signed SBA

black cork ties
stamp added ?
NY cr 9, Cherbou rg
en try
NY cr 6, Ca lais 19 J ui n

Black N.O. cds ties
Earliest know n
do mestic use
d r 18, INSUFF PAID
cr 3, Che rbourg en try
cr 6
Ash broo k notes
NY cr 6
NYPABrTr May 27
8 dccimes mark ties
cr 3, Ch erbourg en try
CMviaE
Registered.2x3+ 15¢
front ; NY cr 3
cr 3, Che rbourg en try
NYPABrT r
NY cr 3, signed SBA
cr 12, Fr paq,
forwarded wi Fr 40c
cr 6; Calais 2 Juin
NY ell' 2·1; insuff paid
NYPABrT r
18¢ rat e; cr 8
" RE GIST ERED "

Remarks
Earl iest known usc
Mourning cover
West co l l., lot 1179
Signed Ashbrook
Black N.O . cds
NY credit 6
NY cr 12; Fr . Paq.
NY cred it 18 (?)
NYPABrT r May 12

NY cr 6
NY cr 12; Fr. Paq .

118
118

118.121

118

118.U58

NYC/Paris

N .O./Ft. Scott, Kan.

NYC /Palermo. Sici ly
NYC/Bordeaux
New Orleans/Paris

Ne w Orleans/France
Monongahela City. Pa./
Washi ngton. D.C.
Ne w Orleans/Perpign on
NYC/ Paris
?/ R ochefor t , Fran ce
New Orleans /Roucn
Ne w Orleans/Bordeaux
New Orleans/Prussia
Ne w Orlean s/France
NYC/ Pa r is
NYC /Berlin
NYC /Lehigh. Pa .
NYC / Alge ria
New Orleans/Bordeaux
New Orleans/Genoa. It .
New Orleans/Paris
NYC/Paris/London

118
118
118
118
118
118
118
118
118

115.118
118
118
1I 8
1I8

118+
Fr. # 35

NYC /Paris 118
NYC/Paris 118
NYC / Italy 118
NYC/Columbia U58.118
Newberne, NC /Wilson . 114.118
NC
NYC?/Paris 118
Newport. RI /France 118
NYC/Paris /Swi tzerland 118+

Fr. #34
New Orlea ns/Turin . It. 118
New Orlea ns/Paris 100.118
N .O ./Hautes-P yren ees. Fr. 118
NYC /Paris 118

Origin / Dest ination Stamp(s)
New Orleans/Bordeaux 118
New O r lcana/Fum el , Fr. 118
Ne w Orleans/Pari s 118
NYC/Par is 118
Ne w Orleans/France 118
NYC /Paris 118
NYC /Paris 118
NYC /Paris 118
NYC /Palenno, Sici ly 118
New Orleans/Brest 118
New Orleans/Bagneres.Fr. 118
NYC/Paris 118

118
118

Date
4/2 / 69
4/ 3/ 69
4/1 4/ 69
4/ 21/69
5/3 /69
5/5 / 69
5/6/69
5/ 8/69
5/12/ 69
5/ 13/69
5/ 14/69
5/15/69

5/15/69
5/1 6/ 69

5/1 7/69
5/1 8/69
5/1 8/69
5/1 9/69
5/ 22/ 69
5/23/69
5/24/ 69·
5/ 25/69
5/25/69
5/ 25/69
5/25/ 69
5/27 /69
5/28/69
5/28/69
5/29/69

5/?/ 69
5/2?/69
5/?/ 69
6/1/69
6/2 /69

6/2 /69
6/3/69
6/5 /69

6/7/ 69
6/7/ 69
6/8/69
6/8/69

6/9/69
6/9/69·
6/9/69

6/9/69

6/10/69
Chronic le 108 / November 1980 / Vol. 32. No . 4258



Date Origin/ Destination Stamp(s) R emarks Source
6/ 12/69 NYC/ Paris 118 NY cr 12; Fr paq # 3 IV Juhrin g 5 14

(Frankfu rt)
6J12 /69 N.O./Giro nde , Fra nce 118 NY cr 6; Ca lai s 26 Juin Siegel 5/29/74,562
6J13 /69 NYC/ Muni ch 118 NYPABrT r Harmer 1/ 14/ 64, 214
fi/ 14/6 9 New Orleans/ Paris 118,121 NY J u n 19 cr 18; Ca la is Figure 3
6J15/69 NYC/Paris 118 dr 24; insuff pd ; 16 due Western collector
6J15/69 New Orleans/ Paris 118 NY cr 6 Jun 19; Calais Brookman , II , 172
6J17 /69 NYC/ Phila. 114,118 3¢ + 15¢ registered II Hessel 733; PFC

#56519
6/18/69 Gonzales, Texas.rVa. 118,U59 3¢ + 15¢ regi stered Ash brook Special Service
6/19/69 NYC/ Belfast 118 3¢ overpay NYPA 6J19 I Juhring 813
6/23 /69 NYC/ Paris 1I8 NY cr 6; Ca lais 6 Juil IV Juhrin g, 514

(Frankfurt)
6/2 5/69 New Orleans/Pyren ees 118 NY cr 3; Che rbourg Harm er 6/7 /71 , 1I93
6/26/69 NYC/ Paris 1I8 NY cr 12; Fr. Paq . Siegel 5/28/74, 452
6/26 /69 New Orleans /Fran ce 1I8 dr 6; insu ff pd ; 16 du e Gimelso n 1/ 27/ 67, 119
6/26/69 NYC/ Buffa lo, N.Y. 2-1I4, 1I8 2x3¢ + 15¢ registered Midwest collector
6/ 26/ 69 NYC/Paris 3-1I8 cr 36; 3 tim es ra te Siege l 6/2 3/6 5, 137
6/29/69 NYC/ Pa ris 1I8 NY cr 3 ties; CherlJourg ex \ Vorthington , Haas
6/ 2?/69 New Orlean s/Bordeau x 1I8 Cherbourg en try 7/10/69 H erst 2/ 5/64, 986
6/ ?/6 9· NYC/Paris 118 black " 15" ties; fake? lo t 26, 7/1 8/69 sale of ?
7/3? / 69 NYC/France 1I8, I21 3 tim es rate SBA says cx- Hollowbus h
7/ 5/69 NYC/Franc e 118 NY cr 6; Ca lais 7/16 /69 Siegel 1/ 14/7 1, 1263
7/10/69 NYC/Paris 2-118 NY cr 12 Midwest collector
7/11/69 N.O ./ Fumel , France 118 NY cr 6 Eastern collector
7/1 3/6 9 NYC/ Furth, Bavaria 118 NYPABrT r Siegel 3/27/74,73
7/13/6 9?· San Franciscoj Maricosta 118+ CMviaE? Hanner 2J12/80, 391

Italy 2 It. J9
7Jl 5/ 69· New Orlean s/Havre 1I8 Stamp add ed? SPB 4/ 29/ 80, 321
7/ 16/6 9 NYC/Cherokee Co., 1I4,I18 3¢ + 15¢ registered Harm er 4J19/67, 366

N.C.
7/20/69 Washington , D.C./ 115,118 2x3¢ + 15¢ reg iste red H armer 6/ 24/69, 81

Albany
7/2 7/6 9 Wa shington , D.C./ (?) 1I5,II8 7 x 3¢ dom estic IV J uhring 517

(Frankfurt)
7/29/69 NYC/Furth , Bavaria 1I8 NYPA BrTr, Verv -Coe ln Kru g 770 (Siegel

5/22/58)
7/3 1/6 9 NYC/ Bavaria 1I8 NYPA DIR ECT Siegel 6/12/7 3, 337
8/3/69? San Fra ncisco/ Hambu rg 1I8 NYPABrTr Aug 13 " 'estern coll ector
8/5/69 New Bed ford / Fran ce 1I8 NY cr 12 Wm . Fox 12/ 5/7 8, 48
8/14 /69 NYC/ France 1I8 top lef t missing Siegel 5/2/7 3, 173, no ill.
8/16 /69 Washi ng ton, D.C./Paris 118 tied by split cork East er n coll ector
8/ 17/69 Lexin gto n, Ky./dom estic 1I8 5 x 3¢ rate Harm er 4/26/ 66, 277
8J17/69 NYC/Furth , Bavaria 1I8 NYPABrTr Gerber 1/19/ 59, 312
8/2 1/69 NYC/ Paris 1I8 NY cr 12 PFC #51 977
8/23/69 NYC/France 71,II8 cr 48; 15¢ miss ing (?) H arm er 12/7 / 54, 322
8/2 5/69 New O rleans/Fra nce 1I8 NY cr 6, Sep t 2 lot 496, 12/12/ 53

sale of?
9/ 15/69 Wash., D.C./ Gen eva 1I8 NYPA BrTr PFC #42335
9/15/6 9 NYC/ Charent e, France 118 NY cr 6; Ca la is 9 / 26 H armer 3/24/75, 201
9J19/69 Bat avia , NY/ 115,118 2x3¢ + 15¢ registe red Harmer , 5/22/ 61,

Cowlesville, NY Shierson colI.
9/ 25/69 Marshall , TxjAthens, Tx 118 5x3¢, large cover IV Juhr ing, 510

(Frankfur t)
9/ 28/ 69 Washington , D.C./ 118,121 NY cr 18; Calais I Juhring, 830

France
9/ 28/69 Brandenburg,Ky/ 1I8 ,U21 3¢ + 15¢ register ed I Juhring, 816

Alfr ed , Me
9/ ?/6 9 New Orl ean s/Paris 118 NY cr 12, Sep t 5 Harmer 10/12/70, 545
9/? /? Batavi a, NY/ Belmo nt, NY 118 tu rned cover Siegel 1/11 / 68, 1539
10/ ?/ 69 N.O./ Bordea ux 1I8 NY cr 3 Siegel 6/22 /6 6, 494
11/ 6/ 69 NYC/Tou lon, Fran ce 1I8 Fron t only Koerber 5/20/77, 332
11/ 8/ 69 New Orlean s/ Metz, Fr . 118 ' Y cr 12, Nov 13 PFC; signed SBA
II Jl 6/ 69 New Orlean s/B ord eau x 1I8 NY cr 6 WoHfer s 3/2/73, 235
11/ 20/ 69 Rensselaer ville, N.Y./ 118,136 3¢ + 15¢ regis tered Kohler ; W. Gennany,

Starksboroug h, Vt. 2/1 5/78,7158
11/ 30/ 69· N.O. /Flore nce, It aly 118 NYPABrTr; 118 adde d? H arm er 5/6/71 , 404,

wit hdra wn
12/ 2/ 69 NYC/ Geneva , Switzer land 1I8 NYPABrTr Marc Haas coll ection
12/7 / 69 Gonzales,T ex./B oston 114,118 3¢ + 15¢ registered J . D. Baker sale , 210
12/ 21/ 69 Washington , D.C./France 1I8 NY dr 18; insuff paid Siegel 5/ 12/78, 468
12/ ?/ 69 New Orlean s/ France 1I8 NY dr 18; 16 deci mes Siegel II Jl7 / 75, 123
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Date Origin/Destination Stamp(s) Remarks Source

?/? / 69 NYC /Paris 1\8 NY cr 3; Cherbo urg ? sa le, 4/9/5 4
I jll /7 0 NYC /France 118 10¢ rat e; 8 decim es due H armer (London)

11/ 17/ 58
1/ 21/7 0 Ow en svill e, O ./Paris 1\8 NY 1/25; 8 decim es due Figure 4
1/ ?/70 G loucester, Ma ss.j' 1\2,114, 19¢ rate via N.G.U. Siege l 6j12/73, 338

C en oa /Jta ly 1\ 8 via Engl and
2/ 1/70 New Orleans/Fran ce 118 IO¢ ra te; 8 decimes du e Krug 768, PF C # 5712
3/8/70 Marysvill e, Ca l.ySwitz. 2-1\8 2x 15¢ ra te; ' NYPA BrT r Gibson 479

3/ 19
3/ 24/70 W ashington, D.C./Germany 1\ 8 NYPAD 3/ 26, Br em en SP Ii 2/ 5/ 80, 1313

10/4/70
5 /2 4/70 Ne w'Orlea ns/ Prance 118 10¢ ra te; 8 decim es due Siege l 5/ 12/7 8, 467
Iljl2/70 NYC/ Genoa , Italy 118 NYI'A BrT r 11/1 2 Fif ield I l jl2/ 47, 150
?/ ?/ ? NYC/Canjoharie, N.Y. 2-118 5x3¢ + 15¢ regi ster ed Apfe lba u m 4/ I / 65, 545
?/? /? NYC/ Naples 118 :\'YI'A BrTr Gibson 475

TABLE II

FAKED COVERS WITH 1SC 1869 TYPE STAMP

Date
6/ 23/69
10/ 29/ 69
11/ 22/ 69
1/ 31/7 0
3j1 liO
12/ 4/7 0
4/?/7 1

Origin/Destination Slamp(s)
NYC / Paris 118,121
San Fran / Angou lem e, Fr. 118
Washi ngt on , D.C./Paris 118,120
San Francisco/France 118
San Francisco /Fran ce 118
NYC/Angou leme, Fra nce 2-118
Osaka/Yokoh ama 114,118,120

Remarks
ex J uh r ing, PFC ref coli
SBA (SS) says fake
ex Juh rin g, 120 adde d
118 added; 1O¢ ra te
PFC says NG
SBA (SS) says fake
only 114 belon gs (PFC)

Source
I' FC # 67827: NG
ex \\'est
I' Fe #67826: l'\G
\ Veste rn collec to r
II Hessel 707
ex -Wa terh ouse
J . D. Baker. 214

TABLE III

1SC 1869 TYPE 1 ON COVER-DATA SUMMARY

Origin Destination Stamp Use (Scott # )

Batavia , NY 2 Alger ia I 118 (single 86
Brandenburg, KY I Columbia , S.A . I 118 (2) 3
G loucester,MA I DOMESTIC: 16 118 (3) I
Gonzales, TX 2 Alba ny , NY
Lexington, KY I Alfred , ME 118 with:
Marshall , TX I Athen s, T X Italy J9 I
Marysvill e, CA I Belm on t , NY France 34 I
Monongahela , PA I Boston , MA France 35 I
New Bedford , MA I Buffalo, NY U.S. #71 I
Newberne, NC I Canjoharie, NY 100 I
Newport, R I I Cherokee ce., NC 1\2,114 I
New Orleans 37 Cowlesville, NY 1\4 4
New York Ci ty 52 Ft. Scott , KS 114 (2) I
Owensville, 0 I Lehigh , PA 1\5 4
Ren sselaervill e, NY I Phil adelph ia , PA 121 4
San Francisco 2 Rich mon d , vA 136 I
UNKNOWN I Starkshorough , VT U21 I
Wa shing to n, D.C . 7 Washington , DC U58 2

T otal 114 W ilson , NC U59 I
Engla nd I Tota l 114
France 70
Germany 9 Year of Use
Ireland I
Italy 10 1869 104
Switzerla nd 3 1870 8
UN KNOWN (domestic) 2 UN KNOWN 2

T otal 114 T otal 114
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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It took
a great

deal
to develop

your
collection

C> Greg ManningCompany,Inc.

It took a great deal of time,
effort and money to develop
your collection into what it is
today. Selling your prized
collection can often be just
as difficult. There are many
different dealers offering a
wide range of services, and
selecting the proper dealer is
important. Your choice of a

dealer will affect the price
you rece ive for your stamps.

Buying directly from the
collector hasbeen the corner
stone of our business. And
since we realize how impor
tant it is for us, we cont inually
strive to give the seller of fine
stamps the fairest poss ible

GREG
MANNING
COMPANY, INC.

treatment. Our buyers will
respond promptly and cour
teously.and will travel to view
large holdings. Our buyers
have the market awareness
to pay you top market prices,
without haggling. Most impor
tant. we pay for what we buy.
when we buy, right on the
spot.

don't take a
lesserdeal
when selling it!
Call toll free
800-631-1245

128 Passaic Avenue
Fairlield, N.J. 07006~
(201) 228-5400 ~D~
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
U.S.-HONG KONG COMBINATION COVER USED FROM YOKOHAMA-1874
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Covers bearing U.S. stamps and sent from the Ori ent to the United States
in the 1860s and early 1870s should be well known to readers of the Chronicle
over the last ten years or so, as they have been frequently mentioned in these
pages. They are conside re d among the most interesting usa ges of 19th century
U.S. post al history, but aside from th at , they have a kind of aura all their own.
The slightly mysterious origin (to an American) from the mid 19th century
Orient is compounded b y the equa lly appealing concept of stamps used from
post offices thousands of miles from the country of the origin of the stamps
all this places such cove rs in a niche all by themselves.

Generally sp eaking the use of U.S. stamps from the Orient started with
the establishme nt of the post offices at the U.S. consulates in the Chinese
treaty ports and Jap an , together with the beginnings of the transpacific ste amer
service of th e Pacific Mail Steam Ship Co . out of San Francisco to th e Orient.
This latter enterprise was U.S. entire ly; it was subsidized heavily and operated
under a U.S. mail contract. All of thi s started in 1867, and th e following year,
a mail con vention between the Briti sh post office at Hon g Kong and the U.S.
enhanced the passage of mail from the Orient to Europe via San Francisco.

Covers sent from Hong Kong and the treaty ports in China bear Hong
Kong stamps and such are very highly regarded, the grea t bulk of them being
addressed to Europe. Passage via San Fran cisco was found to ha ve expedited
such mails considerably. Although the British did establish a mail route event
ually from th e Orient to Vancouve r, their vessels were chartered in th e mid
1870s b y the Pac ific Ma il Stea m Ship Co. , the U.S. mail contractor, to run
into San Francisco, and th us mails by such vessels were under th e U.S. mail
contracts and we re sent through the U.S. consular post offices in the Ori ent.

W e usually don't much consider that which, although possible, we never
see. Covers from the British treaty ports in Japan, bearing Hong Kong stamps,
and addressed to th e Uni ted States, certa inly fall into th at category. Since
the obvious route to the U.S. from Jap an was via the U.S. Con sular post offic es
and the U.S. contract steamers into San Franci sco, most mails took that route,
and tho se that did not went via Suez and Europe. Or so we thought, if we
consider ed it at all.

The id ea of th e British carryin g mails from Jap an into San Francisco
prior to the closing of th e U.S. Consular post offices in Japan at the end of
1874 thus had really never been consider ed until the cover illustrated in Figure
1 appeared. Even th en , in spite of th e markings of the Briti sh Post Office at
Yokoh am a, some really fine research by the lat e W illem Metzelaar of the
Ne the rlands was needed to reveal the cove r for wha t it is.

Just how Mr. Metzelaar became aware of the cover and what led to his
resea rch is, perhap s, of some interest to readers of the Chronicle. The cover
was first shown in an ar ticle by this write r in The American Philatelist of No
vember 1978 entitled , "Posta l History and Stamps; A Colorful Combination,
1861-1890." For that article (a color showcase of later class ic period U.S.
postal history covers), only th e front of the cover , as taken from a slide, was
illustrated.

The cover was quite unusual, bearing a 3¢ U.S. "National" Banknote
stamp, and a Hong Kon g 8¢ oran ge of 1865 with the barred oval "Yl" killer
of th e British P.O. at Yokohama, as well as a San Francisco c.d. s. with du 
plexed killer . Another interesting featu re was a double lined oval forwarding
marking of "Walsh Hall & Cop 'Yoko hama°," and a manuscript direction
indicating the name of a transpacific steame r, "P Altoona." A crayon "7" due
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marking, and the address to one Edward Hall at Ellington, Connecticut, U.S,A.,
compl eted the tale.

The writer should make clear right now that he did not then fully under
stand the handling of the cover. But, to illustrate the point that Banknote covers
can be extremely interestin g from a postal history standpoint, contrary to the
opinion apparently prevailing amon g collectors of U.S. classic covers, an ex
planation of the cover in capsule form accompanied the illustration. Th e write
up discussed the U.S. transpacific mails in genera l, and stated (erroneously, as
we shall see) that the German mail steamer Altona had been chartered by the
Pacific Mail Steamship Co. The reason for the combination use of both Hong
Kong and U.S. stamps, although originating from Japan, was not given because
it was not known. It was pointed out that the British Hong Kong stamp, (which
was adequate for full postage to destination under the U.S.-British Hong Kong
postal convention of 1867) was not recognized as indicated by the blue ,crayon
''7,'' which, with the 3¢ U.S. Banknote stamp, was used to make up a 10¢ "trans
pacific" rate.

1
J. ", f .

I

'1.I JI
~=';L.

Figure l. Combination cover with Hong Kong and U.S. stamps used from Yokohama, Japen, in 1874, and carried
by Germl" steamer "Alton• ."

Over a year later, an inquiry regarding the cover from Mr. Willem Met
zelaar of The Hague was telephoned to th is writer by Dr. Robert M. Spaulding,
Jr ., Editor of Japanese Philately , the pr emier Japanese phil at elic publication
in the English language. Dr. Spaulding's relayed qu estion was wheth er the
cover bore a backs tamp matching the barred oval "Yl" cancelling the Hong
Kong stamp. The cover should have the postmark of July 5 or 6 of the British
Yokohama post office , but did it? Since the illustration was from a slide , the
answer to the question was not then available. However , Dr. Spaulding indi
cated that both he and Mr. Metzelaar considered the cover quite unusual, not
only because of the stamps and their "used abroad" sta tus, but because of the
identity of the steamer upon which the cover arrived at San Francisco, the
"Altoon a," or, correctly, the Altona, a German steam er. This, of course, was
already known from Pacific Crossings, the monograph issued some years ago
by Dr. Spaulding and his co-authors, which records the ship arrivals at San
Francisco from Japan from the 1850s until well into the 1870s,

Since both Dr. Spaulding and Mr. Willem Metzelaar rank as leading
authorities on the operation of the foreign consular post offices in Japan and of
all phases-not just U.S.-of the transpacific mail s, the writer managed to ob
tain the cover itself. for photography and analysis, and found it bore a blu e
backs tamp of "JY 6/74" of the British post office at Yokohama, and an envelope
flap with the embos sed monogram "\V.H. & Co." of Walsh Hall & .Co, as shown
in Figure 2. Similar photos were given to Dr. Spaulding for his use and to be
passed along to Mr. Metzelaar.
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Figur e 2. Port ion of reverse of Figure 1, showi ng postmark
of British Yokohama pos' office and embo ssed initials
"W. H. & Co." on flap .

In the meantime, thi s writer's interest was strongly arouse d, keyed mostly
by an appreciation of the paucity of cove rs from Japan to the Uni ted States
th at emanated from th e Bri tish post office there and did not cross the Pacific
aboard a Pacific Mail Steamship Co. steamer. An attempt was ma de to explore
the item in depth, and the following sequence was sugges ted :
• The cover was sent by a membe r of the Hall family in Jap an to a relative
in Connecticut. The enclosed let ter , as per the pencilled docketing on th e cove r
face, was datelined Ju ly 5, 1874; the cover originated at a sep arate compound
of Walsh H all in Japan, not Yokohama, but close enough to have been sen t
there in a day.
• The sender was prompted to write home by a notice or oth er word of the
projected sailing on July 6, 1874, of the Germ an owned steamer Altona, as an
"extra" steamer to San F rancisco over and abov e the regu lar PMSS Co. vessels.
(T he foreign comm ercial interests in Japan we re at the time a compact group
closely segregate d into small communities with their own commercial "com
pounds" and having their own western language newspap ers and community.)
The Altona was evide ntly chartered by Briti sh merchan t int erests rather tha n
th e Uni ted States group, and the sender endorsed his cover to go by the "Al
toona " apparen tly con fusing the steamer's nam e (from the Gelm an city of
Altona) with that of the Pennsylvania railroad town.
• The sender placed th e 3c,t U.S. Banknote stamp and the 8c,t Hong Kong
stamp on the cover , the form er to pay th e 3c,t dom estic or interconsular rate
between the U.S. consular post offices and the latter to carry the letter across
the Pacific un der th e U.S.-Hong Kong postal convention arra ngeme nt. This
seems to indicate the sender expected the cover to pass from one U.S. consular
post office in Japan to another. Had the 8c,t Hon g Kong stamp been added
later , it would probably have been at the left; the U.S. Banknote stamp almost
sure ly was affixed by the sender, either to pay the interconsular mail postage
or the U.S. domest ic ra te after the lett er reached San F rancisco. If the latter ,
then th e sender had litt le or no un dersta nding of the U.S.-Hong Kong mail
convention, which provided that prepaid let ters from Hon g Kong would be
deliver ed in the United States without fur ther charge, when sen t by U.S. mai l.
• The cover was tra nsported from its origin to the Yokohama compound of
Walsh Hall & Co. by private means, the stamps th us remain ing uncancelled.
Ther e the blue ova l double line W alsh Hall forwarding markin g was ap plied
and the cove r was deposi ted in th e British Hong Kong branch post office at
Yokohama, wher e the Hong Kong 8c,t stamp was cancelled with their blue oval
barred "Y1" with an appropriat e backstamp probably also being applied. The
"YI" killer was stru ck so as to tie the Hong Kong sta mp at both sides and yet
not tou ch the U.S. stamp.
• The cover was pl aced aboard the Altona on Jul y 6 or 7, 1874, and the ves
sel ar rived at San F ra ncisco on Jul y 27, where the mails were turned over to
the U.S. pos t office at that port.
• At San Francisco, the cover was processed on July 29, the San Francisco
c.d .s. with duplexed cork killer being applied so that the latter cancelled the
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U.S. 3¢ Banknote stamp. The 8¢ Hong Kong stamp was disregarded and th e
3¢ stam p was accepted as paying part of a 10¢ transpacific or othe r rate, the
remainder due being ind icated by a blue crayon "7."

That th e Hong Kong sta mp was not accepted can be explained by noting
th at under the terms of the U.S.-Hong Kong postal con vention of 1867, the
postage prepaid at Hong Kong covered only those covers (a) posted in Hong
Kong and th ose Chin ese port s "with which th e Hong Kong post office has
postal relations" and (b) brought to the U.S. aboard th e P.M .S.S.Co. contract
steamers- which th e Altona evidently was not.
• The cover was thu s actually ra ted un der a provision of the U.S. P. L. & R.
as being from a "foreign country with which the Un ited States have no postal
convention or oth er arrangement ," and which cam e b y steamer over wh at was
con sidered a U.S. mail route. For such letters, th e ra te was 10¢ per ~ ounce,
and many of the U.S. east coast ports used markings reading "Steamship j If)"
although San Francisco appa rent ly did not possess an example until lat er. This
explains the acceptance of the 3¢ Bank note and the 7¢ du e postage on the cover.

In his ana lysis, sha red with Dr.
Spa uldin g and Mr. Met zela ar , the wr iter
also sug gested that an examination of
the English lan gu age newspapers of th e
period in Japan might be helpful, and
expressed a wish th at one or th e oth er
explain the handling in Japan of this
cover.

In th e meantime, Dr. Spau lding for
warded th e ph otos to Mr. Met zelaar,
who promptly completed and returned
his article abou t th e cover. It appe ars
as th e lea d article in th e (now) current
August 1980 issue of Japan ese Philately
(Vol. 35, No.4) and it is, not un expect
edly, a rem arkabl e effor t . It explains
nearly all the questi ons th at could pos
sibly be posed concern ing th e cover , and
it is highly recomm ended to all having
any interest whatever in the sub ject .'
Some of the points brought out:
• The Altona was chartered by th e
China Transpacific Steam Ship Co ., Ltd. ,
founded by British merchants in 1872
in Ho ng Kong to compete with th e U.S.
Pacific Mail Steam Ship Co. Th e Altona
made the voyage of July 1874 for the
China Transpacific Steamship Co., and
a later trip, in Janu ar y 1875, was made
under a charter of the contract carr ier,
the Pacific Ma il Steam Ship Co. (This
latter company was temporarily under
going a severe shortage of steamships ,
du e to slow delivery of new ships on
ord er , ma jor rep airs needed for existing
ships, and th e burning at sea of one of
their bellweathers, the S.S. Japan in th e
late fall of 1874.)
• Mr . Metzelaar obtain ed a copy of a
notice announcing th e sailing of th e

Altona as it appeared in the En glish language newspaper, Japan W eekly Mail ,

I. Cop ies of Japanese Phi lately of the cu rren t vo lume may bc order ed from th e publisher ,
Mu rray H. Schefer, 530 East Indian Spring Dr ive, Silver Spring. Md. 20901 at $2 each.
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dat ed Saturday, Jul y 4, 1874. A rep roduct ion from Mr. Metzelaar's article is
shown here through the courtesy of Dr. Spaulding. The notice sta tes the vessel,
"Carrying Her Britannic Ma jesty's Mails," was to sail from Yokohama for San
Franci sco on th e afternoon of Mond ay, July 6th at 5 o'clock, and "the ma ils
will close at H.B. M. Post Office at 4 o'clock."

A separate official no tice in the same issue of the newspaper confirmed the
despatch of British mails by the Altona on Mond ay, July 6th, as follows:

PO ST OFFICE NOTI FICATION.
A private shi p m ail will close for SAN FRANCISCO , per steamer Altona on MO NDAY,
the 6th instant. a t 4 P.]\[.

F. G. MACH ADO, - Postmaster
Post Office, Yokoham a , J ul y 4. 1874.

• Mr. Met zelaar com ments at some length upon the postal treaty relation
ships then in force bet ween the Japanese and the foreign consulates of the
European countr ies in Japan. He notes that while th e United States, in 1873,
had agreed to close their consular offices and use the Japanese foreign branch
office by th e end of 1874, (this was don e, effective Dec. 31, 1874), th e oth er
consular post office operators were grea tly opposed to th at procedure. While
of interest on its own merits, this factor may also partially explain why, in July
1874, the U.S. Consular post office at Yokohama apparently made no attempt
to send mails by th e Altona to San Francisco. Probably, how ever, the overriding
factor was that those offices were legally committed to hold all mails destin ed
for th e U.S. for th e Pacifi c Mail Steam Ship Company vessels, since those were
under contract (and subsidy ) of the U.S. Post Office Department.

This may also explain wh y the cover, if it did not originate at Walsh Hall
in Yokohama, bypassed th e U.S. consular post office system, which would have
held it for the next PMSS sailing.
• The exact ori gin of the cover in view of the Walsh Hall forw arding markin g
is th e one poi nt which, in this writer's opinion, is not cleared up by Mr . Met
zelaar's research , but needs further exploration. The short interval between the
announcement in th e Japan W eekly Mail July 4, 1874, (or did it appear befor e
the publicati on dat e?) and the ac tua l sailing late on the afternoon of Jul y 6, is
the problem. It leaves very little time for letters from distant points to reach
Walsh Hall at Yokohama for forwarding. Th e question is whether Walsh Hall
had other trading compounds in Japan at the time, and if so, where were they
locat ed ?

Mr . Metzelaar comments in his article his belief th at , despite the words
"Forwa rde d by" in the oval Walsh Hall handstamp, the cover originated with
a member of th e Hall famil y at Yokohama , citin g Frank (F rancis) Hall as the
probabl e sender."
• The major point made by Mr . Met zelaar is that the July 1874 trip of the
AltOM to San Francisco represents the only known official despatch of British
mail from Yokohama to San Francisco when the consular post offices were in
operation. All the othe r trips by vessels of the China Trans-Pacific Steam Ship
Co. (the Vasco Da Gama and the Van cou ver) from Yokohama to San Francisco,
as listed in Pacific Crossings, were under contracts with the Pacific Mail Steam 
ship Co. Mr . Met zelaar notes the rarity of covers via the Altona, and remarks,
concerning th e sub ject cover: "This is one of the most unusual covers yet seen
from Jap an , because it bears a combination of stamps-United States and British
Hong Kong-not previously known in phil at elic literature on Japan."

2. Editor's note: In the cou rse of read yin g this m an uscri pt for the p r inter I became very
in tr igued by the question s rai sed by thi s cove r. and concluded the p robable writer is Francis
H all a nd the likeliest o r ig in is Ka naga wa , wh ich R yoh ei Ish ikawa tell s me is about five mi les
fro m Yoko ham a. T h is beli ef is ba sed on th e similari ty of ha nd wri ti ng on covers kn own to have
or igina ted from Fr a nci s H all a t Ka naga wa a nd illust ra ted in Ishika wa 's T he Forerunner Foreign
Post Offi ces ill [a pan, Rrit ish -U.S.-Frt'llch . T hi s or igin would exp lai n the sho r t in terv al between
letter dat eline a nd sh ip sa il ing. a nd help acco u n t for some o the r po ints. I hope th e cen sus of
H all cover s now bein g undert ak en by [apa nese Ph ilately will furnish a definite answer .

S. M. McD.
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My opinion is that most mail by the Altona to San Francisco would have
been addresse d to Europe, not the U.S., possibly by closed bag for trans mittal
through the U.S., and thus with little evide nce of the mode of transit. Only
letters for North America would bear S.F. markings.

Thi s br ings us to the main purpose of these notes: reports of other covers
showing evidence of having been brought from Yokohama to San Francisco
aboard the Altona on this voyage are solicited . Reports to th is writer in photo
copy form should include both front and back, and will be greatly appreciated
not only by this writer but also by Dr. Spauld ing .

This article is written in enthusiastic furtherance of an agreemen t made
with Dr. Spaulding. Information subm itte d will ap pear not only in the Chronicle,
but will also be included in future articles in Japanese Philately concerning the
Hall family in Japan and their mails. .

Both Dr. Spaulding and the writer have at times commented regarding the
"compartmentaliza tion" of postal history knowled ge. Mr. Metzelaa r's article,
with some possible contributions by both Dr. Spaulding and the wri ter, is a
nice example of the benefits of pooling our knowledge from the different dis
ciplines of postal history. It is unfortunate th at these lines have to conclude
upon a sad note. Dr. Spaulding informs us of the death of Mr. Metzelaa r on
July 7, before he could see his article in print or have a cha nce to accept the
plaudits it has earned.
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Japan, 1858-79. I.S.J .P . Monograph 3, 1969.
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EDITORIAL ASSISTANCE WANTED
We are in the process of republishing an authorized edition of Ash 
brook's SPECIAL SERVICE. We wish to solicit the services of an individ
uelts) to assist in editorial ar rangement, possible limited expurgations,
indexing and other philatelic judgements which , we feel , would en 
hance or more appropriately present th is classic work which we esti
mate will sell for $50.00 or less at publication . We ·are reluctant to
go forward without such expert gu idance.

Quarterman Publications, inc.
p.o. Box 156

Lincoln, Mass. 01773
WANTED: POSTAL LAWS AND REGU
LATIONS books. original copies before
1843, also any 1855-1873. Theron Wie renga,
Box 2007, Holland, MI 49423.

WANTED: UI-U33, entires, clear cancels.
Wasserman, c/o Ba rna, 4007 Park Ave.,
Union City , N.J. 07087.

WANTED: U.S. #11 covers with Connecti
cut to wn cancels. Send priced or for offer.
Will also trade for covers or plated #l1's.
Rober t Chipkin, Box 191, Forestville, CT
06010.

DIE ESSAY WANTED for the 5¢ and 10¢
1847's, ha ving the vignettes and frames
printed separa tely on paper or card, in
the issued color s or tria l colors. Creighton
C. Hart, 2700 Verona Rd ., Shawnee Mis
sion, Kansas 66208.

WHY NOT se ll your be tter Black Jack
covers at auction pr ices, to a coll ec tor?
Robert G . McClell an , Box 563, North
brook, IL 60062.

B. & O. RR. STATION MARKINGS COL
LECTORS NOTE: Have Bain's "B. & O. in
the Civil Wa r ," remainders, new cond.,
limited supply, for sale at $14.00 postpaid.
R. B. Graham, 259 E. Dominion Blvd.,
Columbus, Oho 43214.

CLASSIC U,S. used pri ce list free. Many
pictured. Fair prices. SASE. ISC , Box 56C,
Ankeny, Iowa 50021.

ELBE COVER ALBUMS #250 wanted. Jim
K est erson, Box 8097, Cincinnati, 0 45208.

WANTED: MICHIGAN COVERS, stamp
less to 1890. One or 100. L . H . Lewis, 325
So. J efferson , Marshall, Mich. 49068
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SERVING THE RESEARCHER
New and out of print Philatelic, Civil War, Western, Military, Railroad,

Inland and Ocean Transportation , Historical Literature and Maps. In

addition, we have a free Book Search Service, and service Want lists.
We are currently buying and selling.

SOME OF OUR CURRENT OFFERINGS

1. U.S. State and Maps of othe r Countries (1800-1900)
g ive year needed

2. White, Railway Mail Service, 1973 Reprint, 274 pp.

3. Staff, Transatlantic Mail, 1980 Reprint, 192 pp.

4. Oakley, Mississippi Postal History, Vol. II, 1980

$10.00 up

$10.95

$35.00

$30.00

5 . Skinner and Eno, United States Cancellations 1845-1869, 1980, 362 pp.
Regular edition $25.00
Deluxe edition $50.00

6 . Chase and Cabeen, The First Hundred Years of United States
Territorial Postmarks 1787-1887, 1980 Reprint, 341 pp . $35.00

7. Bowen, The United States Post Office Guide 1851, Reprint $20.00

8. Collectors Club, Philately: A Catalog of the Collectors
Club Library (21,800 cards), 1974,682 pp. $115.00

9. Mills, Canadian Coastal and Inland Steam Vessels
1809-1930, 147 pp . $20.00

10. Pearce, New Mexico Place Names, 1965, 187 pp. $4.95

11. Granger, Arizona Place Names, 1960, 519 pp . $17.95

12. Dawson, Place Names in Colorado, 1976, 72 pp . $2 .00

13. Pukui , Elbert, and Mookin i, Place Names of Hawaii, 1974, 10 pp . $4.95

HENRY C. HENSEL

P.O. Box 15052

THE MEMORABILIA CORNER

Norfolk, VA 23511
268 Chronicle 108 / November 1980 / Vol. 32, No.4



PUBLIC AUCTION

5481"- Sale

CiEORCiE T. TU,RNER
UNITED STATES

COVER COLLECTION
December 2, 1980

Stampless Covers 215 lots/ many Fancy
etc.

Free Franks & Autographs

1847, 1851, 1857 (1869) Combination
covers

Banknotes, Outstand ing Group

First Day Covers

Fancy Cancels & Postmarks

Territorial Covers, Express Covers etc.

Exhibition Covers & related material

Illustrated & Advertising Covers

Steamboat, Ship & Wreck Covers

Railroad Covers

Spe cial Markings

Mourn ing Covers

Post Cards

Machine & Flag Cancel Covers

Airmail & Cra sh Covers

Pos ta l Stat ionery Postal History

Locals & Carriers on Cover

Patriotics & Campaign Covers

Confederate Covers

U. S. Poss .,-Canadian Covers

Outstandi ng Collections & Balances

Catalogue - $1 .00

Daniel F. Kelleher (0., Inc.
Established 1885

TEN POST OFFICE SQUARE
Stanley J. Richmond, Proprietor

BOSTON, MASS. 02109

Telephone 523-3676 Area Code 617

Telephone 742-0883 Area Code 617
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
THE U.S.-MEXICAN POSTAL CONVENTION

CHARLES J. STARNES

One enjoyable method to follow the pro gress of early mail exchange be
tween Mexico and th e U.S. is to read Alex L. tel' Braake's T exas, the Drama of
its Postal Past .I From 1845, U.S.-Mexican mail transmitted by sea? could be
sent und er Sec. 3 of an Act of Congress, effec tive 1 Jui. 1845:

And be it fu rther enacted, T ha t th e rat es of pos tage to be cha rge d and collected on a ll
letters, packa ges, newsp apers, an d pamph let s, or ot he r printed matter , betw een the ports
of the Uni ted Sta tes and th e port s o f foreig n govern ments enu me ra ted herein , trans
ported in th e United Sta tes ma il under the provisions of th is ac t , sha ll be as foll ow s: . . .
up on a ll letters and packe ts not excee d ing one-ha lf ou nce, sen t th rough th e Un ited
States mail bet ween th e po rts o f th e United States and any of th e Wes t India islands,
or islands in th e Gn lf o f Mexico, ten cents . . ..

However , thi s lOci Am. Pkt. port-to-port direct sea rate was probabl y little used"
before it was supplanted by the genera l, "blanket" rate of Sec. 1, Act of Con
gress , effective 1 Jui. 1851:

. . . for every such single letter or pap er whe n conveyed who lly or in part by sea, and
to or from a foreign coun try , for any distan ce over twenty-five hundred mil es, twenty
cen ts, and for an y di stance under twe nty-five hu ndred mil es, ten cen ts, excepting, how 
ever , all cases wh ere suc h posta ge has been or sha ll he ad jus ted at different rat es by
po stal treaty or conve n tion , a lready concluded or hereaft er to be mad e; .. ..

With a chan ge to lOci , irrespective of distance, and a spe cified transit "by
steamships or other vessels regularly employed in the transportation of the
mails " (13 Stat 337, Sec. 8, effe ctive 1 Jul. 1864 ), th e lOci sea rate to Mexico
was com monl y used to 1 Apr. 1879 (U PU en trance for Mexico) .

At an unpropitious time-past the start of the Civil War in the U.S. and
the arrival of French troops in Mexico-there was written a postal convention
between th e United States of America and the United Mexican States (two
ironic designations, considering their bloody stru ggles to exist). The conven
tion, signed in Mexico City 11 Dec. 1861 and proclaimed by President Lincoln
20 Jun. 1862, can be justifi ed only as a politi cal ges ture of littl e practical value,
since mail charges to Mexico remained unchanged , with only the mail from
Mexico by sea trea ted differently. We quote portions of the conventiom '

Ar t. I. Ther e sha ll be cha rge d on all letters, newspaper s, revi ews, or other period ical
publications, printed pamphlet s, or oth er prin ted ma tt er , convey ed ei ther by United
States or Mex ican vessels, betw een a port in the United States of Am erica and a port
in Mexico, the following sea rates of pos tage, th at is to say:

I. Upon all letter s not excee di ng one -ha lf ou nce in weigh t , th e ra te of 7¢ ; and upon
all letter s weigh ing more th an on e half-oun ce, an add itio na l ra te of 7¢ for each ad 
ditional half-ounce o r fr ac t ion th ereof .

2. Upon every newspaper, daily or oth er, th e rate of one cent.
3. Up on revi ews or othe r periodical publicat ion s, printed pamphlets, or other printed

matter, th e rate of one cent for every ounce, or fraction of an ou nce weight.
• • •

Art. II. Ther e sha ll be cha rged by th e post off ice of th e United States of America , upon
all le tt ers, newsp apers, p rinted pamphlets, or ot he r printed matter mailed in the United
Sta tes and for warded to Mexico by sea, whe the r by United Sta tes or Mex ican vessels,
such rates of in land postage as a re now or ma y herea fter be establish ed by the laws of

I. Am erican Philat eli c Socie ty, 1970. On e of the top fou r or five book s on U.S. postal his 
to ry-a well -balan ced and fascinating blend of per tine nt hi story and philatelic research.

2. If transmitted by land ro u tes, eac h cou ntry collec ted it s own dom estic po sta ge to or from
border point.

3. For a fin e series on military mail s in th e Mexican War of 1846-8, see Dale Pulver,
Chr onicle 98, 86: 99, 172: 100, 240.

4. Complete con vention , PMG Report for 1862, Wi erenga rep rint , 159-63; Post Office Dept.
announcement, USM & PO A , 4 JuI. 1862, issue of Aug. 1862.
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th e Uni ted States, and rate of sea postage prescri bed in article firs t, wh ich inland and
sea postage sha ll be combined in one ra te , and pa id a lwa ys in ad va nce.

Suc h prepayment sha ll be certified by the appropr ia te stamps of th e Unite d Sta tes
post office , and the postage so paid sha ll belong excl usivel y to the Uni ted Sta tes of
America.

T here sha ll be charged by the post office of the United Mexica n Sta tes, upon a ll
letters, newspapers, p ri nted pam phlets, or ot her printed ma tt er ma iled in Mexico and
forw arde d to th e Un ited States of America by sea, whether by Mexican or Un ited Sta tes
vessels, such rates of in land postage as ar e now or may hereafte r be estab lish ed by th e
laws of Mexico, and th e ra te of sea postage prescribed in article first , wh ich inlan d and
sea postage sha ll be combined into one rate, and paid always in advance.

Suc h p re payment sha ll be cer ti fied by the appropriate stam ps of th e post office of
th e Uni ted Mex ican States. and the postage so paid shall belon g ex clusively to Mexico.

Art. 3. Upo n all letters, newspap ers, prin ted pam phlet s, or othe r printed matt er re 
ceive d in th e Unite d States of America fro m Mexico by sea, th ere will be charge d by
the United Sta tes suc h rat es of inl and pos tage as a re now or may hereaft er be esta b lished
by th e laws of th e Un ited Sta tes, wh ich shall be co llec ted at th e pl ace of destination ,
and sha ll belon g exclu sively to th e United States of Ame r ica , a nd vice versa , u pon all
letter s, newsp ap ers, p rinted pamphlets, or othe r prin ted matt er rece ived in Mexico
from the Un ited Sta tes of Ame rica by sea , th er e will be charged by Mexico suc h rat es
as are now or may her eafter be esta blished by the laws of Mex ico, which sha ll be col
lected at the place of destina tion, and sha ll belon g ex clus ively to Mexico.

Cover from Mexico, Nov. 4, 1870 . Mexican rate of 50 centavos paid by stamps . U.S. 3f due indicated by postmark.

So, letters by sea to Mexico under the above convention required U.S. post
age of 10¢ (3¢ inland + 7¢ sea) - just the same amount, 10¢, required by the
previously used "blanket rat e." However, letters from Mexico by sea should
show a U.S. postage due of only 3¢ by convention ( Art. III ), or a W ¢ postage
due if the "blanket rate" applied ( convention inoperative ) . Th e latter situation
would be expecte d, du e to the Mexican troubles, and facts show the entire U.S.
Mexican convention was not effective until about JuI. 1870. A search of the
files showed a number of COvers from Mexico by sea to New York, all with the
familiar STEAMSHIP 10 or 20 due markings, latest usage noted , Oct. 67. A
more convincing bit of evidence was found hidden in the PM G reports.

Letters Ex changed Between U.S. and Me xico via
Fiscal Year L et ters Sent

number postage U.S. pos tage
paid / Iett er

" A merican &- M exican S.S. Co:'
Lett ers R eceived

number posta ge U.S. postage
co llected/letter

1865
1866 31,166 5149.76 IO.I¢ 18,053 2140.90 11.8¢
1867 14,258 1447.50 1O.2¢ 8,618 98 1.51 11.4¢
1868 16,704 1670.40 10.o¢ 12,495 1691.69 13.5¢
1869 23,879 2505.57 1O.5¢ 16,607 1853.83 11.2¢
1870 25,548 2558.85 1O.0¢ 19,406 1608.14 9.3¢
1871 23,248 2324.80 1O.0¢ 17,427 591.82 3.4¢
1872 24,867 2486.70 10.0¢ 17,277 530.91 3.1¢
1873 26,130 2625.20 1O.0¢ 17,048 516.13 3.0¢
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Although th e survey of cover usage and listing of U.S. postage collect is all
to New York, it appears most reasonable to use [ul, 1870 as th e approximate
start of full opera tion of th e 1862 convention ( including Art. III ). We illustrate
a cover from Mexico by sea, mailed from Puebla, 4 Nov. 1870. It is franked
with a pair of 25 centa vos '68 issue , overprinted PUEBLA 4 70, which prepaid
the Mexican inland and sea to New York. Th e black handstamp N.Y. Steamship
3 NOV 20 shows only 3rt total collect, th e U.S. inland.
WESTBOUND PRUSSIAN MAIL PAID ONLY TO G.A.P.U.
ALLAN RADIN

Perhaps more because of the rarity of examples than for any other reason
th e subject of westbound Prussian Closed Mail (PCM ) paid only to the Corman
Austrian Postal Union ( CAPU ), comprising the various Cerman states and the
Austrian Empire- an d administered by th e Prussian postal system- seems not to
have been addressed in th e literature.

It is appropria te to quote from Ceorge E. Hargest: 1

Ar ticle II of the Prussian close d ma il conven tion sta ted th a t " u pon a ll letters originating
in and po sted in one cou n try and del iverab le to th e other, these rates of postage sha ll
be combined into one ra te [the 30 cen t int ernati on al ra te ] , of which prep ayment in
advance sha ll be option al in either cou ntry . It shall not however be permitted to pa y
less th an the wh ole com b ined ra te ." This sta teme n t referred on ly to th e 30 cent inter 
nation al rate; it did not pe r ta in to ra tes to or from pl aces beyond th e limits of the
Germ an -Au stri an Postal Union. Ar ticle IV sta ted th at , on letters to or from places
beyond th e German -Au strian Postal Union , th e amo unt of for eign postage was to be
added to th e 30 cen t in terna tion al rate to arrive at th e total postage. Each country
was to fu rn ish th e othe r wit h lists sta ti ng the amou nt of the foreign postage, and show
in g th e pl aces to wh ich the foreign po stage must ab solu te ly be prepaid, or left unpaid.

There can be little doubt that th e exclusion of the part-paid international
rate was intended to obviat e complexities in accounting ( i.e., application of
debits or credits ). Parti al payments of the intern ational rate in the United States
were unrecognized (attested by many surv iving covers) . Presumably this was
also true for letters originating in the CAPU but westbound PCM covers franked
with sta mps are rare; none of them shows less th an full prepayment. Th e more
plentiful stampless covers from the CAPO provide no evide nce; non e with any
indication of onl y partial prep ayment has been seen .

It can be tenably argued that the exclusion of the part-paid international
rate was intended to ap ply only to letters originating in the U.S. or th e CAPU.
Article IV relating to foreign rates recognized that in some cases prepayment of
th e whole postage would be manda tory. Indeed , ra tes published in the U.S.
always showe d mandato ry prepayments to some destinations for at least a part
of the Convention's duration.

Obligatory prep ayment to some destinations allows th e inference that those
were within postal jurisdictions which had no treaty or oth er arrangements with
Prussia for division of posta ge. For this reason it is generally believed that
mandatory prepaid U.S. rates paid only to the frontier ; it was so specified in
some cases but not in others. Not e that in quite a few cases the mandatory
prepaid rate wa s eq ual to th e international rate-some Italian destinations, Turkey
other th an cities whe re there was an Austri an office, Egypt ( Alexandria ex
cepted ), etc. The presumption in these cases is th at th e published rate paid
onl y to th e exit poi nt on th e CAPU border.

From a point of ori gin with in a jurisdiction having no arrangement with
Prussia for di vision of postage it is obvious that westbound PCM could be
neither wholly prepaid nor wholly unp aid ; the sale way such a letter could be
sent was by prepayin g to th e CAPU, with the international rate to be collected
from the addressee in th e U.S. It thus becom es very difficult to understand why,
when th e PCM Convention was drafted, the particular phraseology relating to
partial payment of the international rate contained in the 1848 U.S.-British
Postal Treaty," however appropriate for that treaty, was adopted. It would ap -

I. "Som e Interesting Prussian Closed Mail Covers ," Chro nicle 62:81.
2. George E. H argest , H istory of Lett er Post Commu nication , etc., p . 27.
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pear that ph raseology pattern ed after tha t contained in th e 1847 Postal Arrange
ment with Bremen, which specifi cally allowed payment onl y to Bremen for both
let ters from and to the U.S.,:I was better suited to th e occasion.

Th erefore it might be expected that there are examples of westbound peM
covers paid on ly to the CAPU and originating in jurisdictions not having ar
rangements with Pru ssia for division of postage; ironically enough no such
examples can be shown here, although it wou ld , of course, be foolhardy to state
dogmatically tha t non e exists. Th e examples wh ich are shown originated in
Russia- a country which did have an arrangement wi th Prussia for division of
postage.

Flgu,e 1. August 1863 cove, from St. Pe'enbu,g. p,e.umably plld only to Prussll but t,"n.ml"" "' fully p,eplid
10 the U.S. (51. ,ne. collection ).

Figure 1 shows an August 1863 cover from St. Petersburg, Russia, marked
"Aus Russland" and "Porto" by the Konigsberg-Bromberg Bahnpost, presumably
indicating payment only to Prussia. Full prepayment to destination should have
been denoted by "Franco." For comparision of markings, an 1864 cover, fully
prepaid to the U.S., is shown in Figure 2. On th e cover in Figure 1 the Aachen
exchange office applied a vermilion credit of 23¢ to the U.S., corresponding to
full prepayment, and accordingly it was so marked by the Boston exchange office.
Obviously a mistake in marking this letter was made either by th e Bahnpost or
Aachen and there is no way of dete rmini ng by which office.

Figu,e 2. Jlnulry 1864 cover from St. Pltenbu,r.' fully prep l id to thl U.S. "' indiCited by "Au! Russrlnd /F ,an co"
h. nd,'.mp. Compa,e with m.,king. on cove' n Figu,e 1. (5' .,ne. collect ion).

3. Ibid ., p. 14.
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In a previous di scussion , "T he Pru ssian Closed Mail ,":' a cover is illustrated
which at first appears to be an unspectacu lar int ern ational rate with Aachen debit
of 5¢ to th e U.S. an d a New York exchange office depreciated cur rency marking
for collection of 30¢ in coin or 39¢ in "greenbacks." On the reverse of thi s cover
is a black St. Pet ersburg cds (in Cyrillic cha racters), black "Porto," and ver
milion "Aus Russland /Porto" entry marking of the Eydtkuhnen-Bromberg Balm
post. Here there can be no doubt that Aachen recognized pa yment only to Prus
sia and sent th e letter on to the U.S. with only th e international rate to be
collected from the addressee.

This cover demonstrates th at westbound PCM from foreign points could be
postpaid (only to th e CAPU border ) by suffer ance of th e Prussian pos tal system.
The Prussian and U.S. exchange offices relied solely upon the debit or credit
markings applied by th e corresponding office, amply proved by a considerable
number of surviving covers. And , after all, since the foreign po stage was not at
U.S. expense, the U.S. excha nge offices were not concerned with collecting it
on incoming letters unless it had been debi ted to th e U.S.

At present we must be content to observe that westbound PCM covers of
foreign origin paid only to the CAPU are, in fact, rare for reasons th at perhaps
shall remain an unsolved mystery. Yet, in view of the very large volum e of
letters conveyed in the PCM, it defies credibility th at no more th an an uni qu e
example or possi bly two examples, should have survived . Can any rea der show
a westbound PCM cover, originating beyond the borders of th e CAPU as evi
d enced by postal markings (.to exclude conveyance to the CAPU outside the
mails or under cover to a forwarder ) , bearing an Aachen deb it to the U.S. of
only 5¢ for a single ra te (lO¢ for double, etc.) and marked by the U.S. exchange
office for collection of on ly 30¢ for a single rate ( 60¢ for double, etc.)?

4. Allan Radin, T he American Philatelist , Decemb er 1979, p. 1082, Figure 6.
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS · USPCS . SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA . uscc . APC

Phone: 513/831 .6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers .

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN

AND CONFEDERATE COV ERS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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THE CUNARD LINE'S MAIL PACKETS ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC 1870-1875

WALTER HUBBARD AND CLIFFORD L. FRIEND

(Con tin ued fro m Chro n icle 107:211)
1870
PD LP QT ARR PACKET PD ARR QT or lP NOTES
8 Nov 9 B 18 do (M) CALA BRIA T h NY I Dec· 12 Dec (0330)

19 do 20 NY 2 Dec (M) CH INA NY 7 Dec 18 Dec (0500) no mails fro m NY
15 do 16 B I do (M) SIBERIA T h NY 8 Dec · 20 Dec (0336)
26 do 27 NY 8 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 14 Dec 25 Dec (0900) no mails fro m NY
22 do 23 B 3 do (M) ALE PPO Th NY 15 Dec · 26 Dec (0800)

3 Dec 4 NY 14 do (M) BAT AVIA NY 21 Dec 31 Dec (1845) no mails from NY
29 No v 30 B II do (M) T RI POLI T h NY 22 Dec · 2 Jan (1730)
10 Dec II NY 21 do (M) R USSIA NY 28 Dec 5 Jan (0330) no m ail s from NY;

see note 12
6 do 7 B 18 do (M) PALMYRA Th NY 29 Dec· (30) 9 Jan (1542)

1871
13 do 14 B 28 do (M) SAMAR IA Th NY 5 Jan · LP 16 Jan (1657)
17 do 18 NY 31 do (M) PAR THI A NY 5 J an 16 Jan (2230) FIV

no mails fro m NY
24 do 25 NY 6 Jan (M) ALGER IA NY II Jan 20 Jan (1600) no mail s fro m NY
20 do 21 B 2 do (M) CALAB R IA T h NY 12 J an 22 J an (0220)
31 do Jan NY 13 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 18 Jan 28 Jan no mail s fro m NY
27 do 28 BIO do (M) SIBE RIA T h NY 19 J an · 30 Jan (1250)

7 J an 8 NY 19 do (M) CUBA NY 25 Jan L P 6 Fe b no mails fro m NY
3 do 4 B 20 do (M) ALE PPO Th NY 26 J an (27) 7 Feb (1532)

14 do 15 NY 27 do (M) R USSIA NY I Feb LP I I Feb no mail s fro m NY
NO SAILI NG T h NY 2 Feb

21 do 22 NY 2 Feb (M) CH INA NY 8 Feb 17 Feb do
10 do II B 27 J an (M) BAT AVIA T h NY 9 Feb LP 20 Feb (2330) see note 13
17 do 18 B?NY 6 Feb (M) T RI POLI NY II Feb · 24 Feb (1430) do
28 do 29 NY 10 do (M) ALGE R IA NY 15 Feb 24 Feb (2040) no mail s fro m NY
24 do 25 B 9 do (M) SAMA RIA T h NY 16 Feb· 28 Feb (2400)
4 Fe b 5 NY 16 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 22 Feb 4 Mar no mail s from NY

31 J an I Feb B 13 do (M) CALA BR IA T h NY 23 Feb 5 Ma r (0004)

II Feb 12 NY 22 do (M) CU BA NY I Mar 10 Mar (1320) no mail s from NY
7 do 8 B 20 do (M) SII\E R IA Th NY 2 Mar " 13 Mar (0418)

18 do 19 NY I Mar (M) R USSIA NY 8 Mar 17 Mar (0930) no mail s from NY
14 do 15 B 26 Feb (M) PAR THIA T h NY 9 Mar" 19 Mar (1410)
25 do 26 NY 9 Mar (M) CHI NA NY 15 Mar 25 Mar (0430) no ma ils from NY
21 do 22 B 7 do (M) ALE PPO Th NY 16 Ma r· 29 Mar (1245)
4 Mar 5 NY 18 do (M) ALGE R IA NY 22 Mar I Apr no ma ils from NY

28 Fe I Mar B 13 do (M) BATAVIA T h NY 23 Mar" 3 Ap r (1010)
I I Mar 12 NY 23 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 29 Ma r (30) LP 10 Apr no mail s from NY
14 do 15 NY 27 do(M) CALA BR IA T h NY 30 Mar· 9 Ap r (0835)

7 do 8 B 22 do (M) SAMAR IA NY I Apr LP 13 Apr no mails from NY
18 do 19 NY 30 do (M) J AVA NY 5 Apr LP 15 Ap r do
14 do 15 B 29 do T R I PO LI Th NY 6 Apr> 17 Apr (2000)
21 do 22 B 2 Ap r (M) SIBE R IA B 8 Apr 19 Apr (1900) no mail s fr om B;

see note 14
25 do 26 NY 4 do (M) R USSIA NY 12 Apr 21 Apr (1430) no mail s from N Y;

see note 15

12. "T he steame r Russia sai led from New York on th e 28th of December, beginning the
four hundredth voyag e acro ss th e Atlan tic of her veteran comma nder, Captain E. G. Lott ,
The occasion was commemorated on th e evening of the 27th by a rece p t ion at Delmonico's
given in honour of Captain Lott, a t wh ich some 250 of h is many fr iends a tte nde d . A sum of
approximately $4,000 ha s been su bscri bed for a testimonial to Cap ta in Lott. ' (T he T im es,
20 January 1871)

13. The New York T im es rep orted th at " the Forci!?n Mail s sche d u led for Batavia did
not reach her in tim e and th at she sa iled withou t th em.' Some mails must , however , a lre ady
have been on board as she ca rried corresponden ce for Li verpool , Manchester and Glasgow,
all of wh ich was deliv ered on 21 February. The mail s which mi ssed BAT AVIA were carried
out by TRIPOLI, from New York II February, and presumably cons isted of th ose for London
and th e foreign mail s for tran sit throug h Britain . Altho ugh T R IPOLI was rep orted as a r 
r iving a t New York, wh en she sailed fro m Quee ns tow n on 18 J anuary she carried th e British
mails for Boston.

14. Boston now u sed as a terminal port.
15. From 12 April Supplem en tary Mail had to be double p repaid.
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1871 (cont.)
PD LP QT ARR PACKET PD ARR QT or LP NOTES

NO SAILING Th NY 13 Apr
4 Apr 5 B 17 do (M ) ALEPPO B 15 Apr (20) 30 Apr (1 145) no mails from .B
I do 2 NY 13 do (M ) GUBA NY 19 Apr 28 Apr (1600) 110 mails from NY

28 Mar 29 BIO do (M ) PARTHI A Th NY 20 Apr" 30 Apr (1420)
8 Apr 9 NY 19 do (M ) Gl-ll:"A NY 26 Apr 5 Ma y (1500) no mails from NY

:"0 SAILl :"G Th NY 27 Apr
I I d o 12 NY 23 do (M) BATAVIA NY 29 Apr 9 May (1815) no mails from NY

15 do 16 NY 26 do (M) SCOTIA NY 3 Ma y 12 Ma y (2300) no mails from NY
13 do 14 B 27 do i\IALTA Th N Y 4 May· 16 Ma y (1830) see note 16
18 do 19 NY I Ma y (M) AL GERI A NY 6 Ma y 16 Ma y (0630) no mails from NY
22 d o 23 N Y 3 do (M ) J AVA NY 10 May 19 Ma y (0530) do
25 do 26 NY 6 do (M) ABY SSI:"IA NY 13 May 22 Ma y (1200) do
29 do 30 NY 10 d o (M) R USSIA NY 17 Ma y 26 May (1430) do

2 Ma y 3 NY 14 do (M ) CALA BR IA NY 20 Ma y 29 Ma y (2130) do
6 do 7 NY 17 do (M) CU BA NY 24 Ma y 2 J u n (1445) do
9 do 10 B 20 do (M ) PARTHIA NY 27 Ma y 7 Jun (2325) do

13 do 14 NY 23 do (M) C H IN A NY 31 Ma y 9 Jun (1745) do

16 do 17 NY 28 do (M) BATAVIA NY 3 Ju n 13 Jun (2030) do
18 do 19 B 31 do TA RIFA B 3 J un (6) 18 Jun (0245) see not e 17
20 d o 21 N Y 30 do (M) SCOTIA NY 7 J un 15 jun no ma ils from NY
23 do 24 N Y 3 Jun (M) ALGER IA NY 10 Ju n 19 Jun (1800) do
24 do 25 B 6 do MALTA B 10 Ju n (13) 25 Jun (1400)
27 do 28 NY 6 do (M ) J AVA NY 14 Jun 28 Ju n (23 15) no mails from NY
30 do 31 NY 10 do (M ) ABYSSIN IA NY 17 j u n 26 Jun (2115) do

NO SAILING B 17 J u n
3 Jun 4 NY 13 do (M) R l SSIA NY 21 J un 30 j u n no mails from NY
6 do 7 NY 17 do (M ) CA LA BR IA NY 24 Jun 3 j u t (2345) do
8 d o 9 B 21 do j M) TRIPOLI B 24 Jun (27) 8 Jul (0615 )

to do II :"Y 21 do (M) CU BA N Y 28 Jun 8 Jul (0330) no mails from NY;
see not e 18

13 d o 14 B 24 do (M) PARTII L\ NY I .lui I I Jul (1830) no mails from NY
NO SA ILING B I .lui

17 d o 18 NY 27 d o (M ) C H INA NY 5 j ul 14 Jul (1315) no m ail s from NY
20 do 21 B 2 .lu I (i\I) AL EPPO B 8 .lui 19 J uI
24 d o 25 N Y 4 d o (M ) SCOT IA N Y 12 ju: 21 Ju l (0930) no mails from NY
27 do 28 NY 8 d o (M ) AL G ERl.-\ NY 15 .lui 25 .lui (0500) do
29 do 30 B I I do SA MA RIA B 15 .lui 25 jot (2020)

I .lui 2 :"Y 12 do (M ) J AVA NY 19 .lui 29 Jul (0130) no ma ils from NY
4 d o 5 N Y 15 d o (M) ABYSSIN IA xv 22 jot 31 J u l (2045) do
6 do 7 B 18 do SIBERIA B 22 .lu i I Aug (1930)
8 do 9 NY 18 do (M) R USSI A NY 26 .lui 4 Aug (0545) no mails from NY

II do 12 NY 23 do (M) CALA BR IA NY 29 .lu i 8 Au g (0300) do
13 do 14 B 26 do MALTA B 29 j ul ( I Aug) 12 Aug (0130)

15 do 16 NY 26 d o (M) " U BA NY 2 Aug 12 Aug (1240) no mail s fro m NY
18 do 19 NY 30 do (M ) BATAVIA NY 5 Aug 15 Aug (1340) do
20 do 21 B 2 Aug T R IPOLI B 5 Aug (8) 20 Aug (0000)
22 do 23 NY 3 do (M) PA RTH IA NY 9 Aug 20 Aug (1 115) no ma ils from NY
25 d o 26 B 6 d o (M) TA R IFA B 12 Aug 23 Aug (2015)
29 do 30 NY 8 do (M ) SCOTIA xv 16 Aug 25 Aug (1430) no mails fro m NY

I Aug 2 NY 12 do (M) ALGER IA NY 19 Aug 29 Aug (0400) d o
3 d o 4 B 15 do SA MA R IA B 19 Aug 30 Aug (0400)
5 do 6 NY 15 do (M ) C H I:"A xv 23 Aug I Sep (1040) no mails from NY
8 do 9 NY 18 do (M) ABYSSINL\ NY 26 Aug 4 Sep (2045) do

to do JI B 21 do SIBERIA B 26 Au,g 5 Sep (1600 )
12 do 13 N Y 21 do (M) R USSIA :" Y 30 Aug 8 Sep (0700) no mails from NY

15 do 16 NY 26 do (M) CALABRIA NY 2 Sep 12 Sep (0245) no mails from NY
17 do 18 B 30 do MALTA B 2 Sep (5) 16 Sep (2300)
19 d o 20 NY 30 do (M) JAVA NY 6 Sep 15 Sep (1940) no mails from NY
22 do 23 :\,Y 3 Sep (M) BATAVIA NY 9 Sep 20 Sep (1710) do
24 do 25 B 6 do ALEPPO B 9 Sep (12) 23 Sep (1915)
26 d o 27 NY 6 do (M ) CU BA NY 13 Sep 23 Sep (1120) no mails from NY

16. The las t occasion in this period on which th e Cunard Line carried the U n ited States
mails from New York on a Thursda y.

17. The first occasion on wh ich th e Cunard Line carried th e Un ited States mails from
Boston since I January 1868.

18. End of Fisca l Year 187!.
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1871 (cont.)
PD LP QT ARR PACKET PD ARR QT or LP NOTES
29 do 30 NY 12 do (M) PARTHIA NY 16 Sep 28 Sep (0930) do
31 do I Sep B 15 do TARIFA B 16 Sep (19) I Oct (0000)
2 Sep 3 NY 13 do (M) SCOT IA NY 20 Sep 30 Sep (0030) no mai ls from NY
5 do 6 NY 16 do (M) ALG ERIA NY 23 Sep 2 Oct (1600) do
7 do 8 B 19 do SAMAR I,\ B 23 Sep 2 Oct (1600)
9 do 10 NY 19 do(M) CH INA NY 27 Sep LP 7 Oct no mail s fro m NY

12 do 13 NY 23 do (M) ABYSS IN IA NY 30 Sep LP 12 Oct do
14 do 15 B 26 do SIBER IA B 30 Sep (3 Oc t) 14 Oct (early)

16 do 17 NY 26 do (M) RUSSIA NY 4 Oct 13 Oct no ma ils fro m NY
19 do 20 NY I Oct (M) T RIPOLI NY 7 Oct 19 Oct (la te) do
21 do 23 B 2 do CALABRIA B 7 Oct 16 Oct
23 do 24 NY 3 do (M) J AVA NY I I Oct 20 Oct (1430) no mail s from NY
26 do 27 NY 8 do(M) I1 ATAVIA NY 14 Oct 25 Oc t (0330) do
28 do 29 B 13 do ALEPPO B 14 Oct (17) 27 Oct (1240)
30 do I Oct NY 12 do (M) CU BA NY 18 Oct 1.1' 27 Oct no mails from NY
3 Oct 4 B 15 do (M) PARTHI A NY 21 Oct 4 Nov (1300) do

NO SAILING B 21 Oct
7 do 8 NY 17 do (M) SCOTIA NY 25 Oct 4 Nov (2030) no m ail s fro m NY

10 do II NY 22 do (M) ALGE RIA NY 28 Oct 7 Nov (1245) do
12 do 13 B 26 do SAMAR IA B 28 Oct (31) 1.1' 12 Nov

14 do 15 NY 26 do (M) CH INA NY I No v 10 No v (1430) no mails fro m NY
17 do 18 NY 30 do (M) ABYSSINIA NY 4 Nov 1.1' 15 Nov do
19 do 20 B 4 Nov SIBERIA B 4 Nov (7) 18 Nov (1830)
21 do 22 NY I do(M) R USSIA NY 8 Nov 17 Nov (0720) no ma ils from NY
24 do 25 NY 6 do (M) CALAIIR IA NY II Nov 1.1' 22 Nov do
26 do 27 B 10 do T RI PO LI B II Nov (14) 27 Nov (0000)
28 do 29 NY 9 do (M) J AVA NY 15 Nov 24 Nov (0830) no mail s from NY
31 do I Nov NY 13 do (M) BAT AVIA NY 18 Nov 30 Nov (1015) do

2 Nov 3 n 14 do ALE P PO n 18 Nov (21) 8 Dec (0115)
4 do 5 NY 15 do (M) CUBA NY 22 No v 4 Dec (0200) no mails from NY
7 do 8 B 19 do (M) PALMYRA B 25 Nov 8 Dec (0415)

II do 12 NY 21 do (M) SCOT IA NY 29 Nov 8 Dec (1140) no m ail s fro m NY

14 do 15 B 27 do (M) PART H IA B 2 Dec 12 Dec (1200)
18 do 19 NY I Dec (M) ALGERIA NY 6 Dec 15 Dec (1800) no mail s fro m NY
21 do 22 B 5 Dec (M) SAMA RIA B 9 Dec 19 Dec
25 do 26 NY 6 do(M) RUSSIA NY 13 Dec 21 Dec (0500) no mail s from NY
28 do 29 NY 10 do (M) CALAIIR IA NY 16 Dec 25 Dec (0530) do
30 do I Dec B 13 do SIBE R IA B 16 Dec (19) 29 Dec (0700)
2 Dec 3 NY 13 do(M) J AVA NY 20 Dec 29 Dec (1000) no mails fro m NY
5 do 6 B 19 do (M) T RIPOLI B 23 Dec (26) 5 Jan (1030)
9 do 10 NY 22 do (M) ClJ IIA NY 27 Dec 6 Jan (1030) no ma ils from NY

12 do 13 n 30 do(M) ALE PPO B 30 Dec (2 J an ) 13 Jan (1645)

1872
16 do 17 NY I Jan (M) ABYSSINIA NY 6 J an 14 Jan (1730) no ma ils from NY
19 do 20 B 3 do (M) BAT AVIA B 6 Jan 16 J an (1I 45)
23 do 24 NY 12 do (M) ALGE RIA NY 13 Jan (16) 25 J an (1915) no mails from NY;

see note 19
26 do 27 B 14 do (M) SAMARI A B 13 Jan (16) 28 Jan (1550)
30 do 31 NY 15 do (M) RUSSIA NY 17 Jan 26 J an (0015) no mails fro m NY
2 Jan 3 B 17 do (M) H ECLA B 20 Jan 30 Jan (2000)
6 do 7 NY 18 do (M) J AVA NY 24 J an 2 Feb (1330) no ma ils from NY
9 do 10 B 26 do (M) SIBE RIA B 27 Jan (?) 7 Feb (0130)

13 do 14 NY 28 do (M) CALA BRIA NY 31 J an 9 Feb (late) no mails fro m NY

16 do 18 B 2 Feb (M) T RI PO Ll B 3 Feb (?) 15 Feb (0930)
20 do 21 NY I do (M) CH INA NY 7 Feb 17 Feb (1I00) no mail s from NY
23 do 24 B 4 do (M) PAR T HI A B 10 Feb 20 Feb (1100)
27 do 28 NY 12 do(M) AIIYSSIN IA NY 14 Feb (16) 1.1' 26 Feb no ma ils from NY
30 do 31 B 15 do (M) BAT AVIA B 17 Feb (?) 28 Feb (1900)

3 Feb 4 NY 16 do (M) R USSIA NY 21 Fe b I Mar (1200) no mails from NY
6 do 7 B 19 do (M) SAMA RIA B 24 Feb 5 Mar (1815)

10 do II NY 21 do (M) ALGE RIA Wed NY 28 Feb 9 Ma r (0145) see note 20

19. Westbound ALGERIA call ed at St. John's for coa l and sa iled 3 days late from Ne w
York.

20. As WISCONSIN (Gu ion Line) ar rived at New York too la te to be ready for the
sailing scheduled for 28 February , th e usual Wednesday ma ils were carried out by ALGER IA .
On her arrival at Queen stown she was reported as landing 156 sacks of mai l.
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1872 (cont. )
PD LP QT ARR PACKET PO ARR QT or LP NOTES

13 do 14 B 29 do (M) PALMYRA B 2 Mar 14 Mar (1700)
17 do 18 NY 29 do (M) CALA BR IA NY 6 Mar 15 Ma r (1730) no mails from NY
20 do 21 B 4 Mar (M) SlllER IA B 9 Mar 19 Mar (2215)
24 do 25 NY 8 do (M) CHINA NY 13 Mar 22 Mar (1000\ no mails from NY
27 do 29 B 14 do (M ) T R ll' O U B 16 Mar (?) 28 Mar (1400) see note 21
2 Ma r 3 N Y 14 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 20 Mar 30 Mar (1000) no mails from NY
5 do 6 B 20 do (M ) BAT AVIA B 23 Mar 3 Ap r (2100)
9 do 10 N Y 25 do (M) CU BA NY 27 Mar 6 Apr (0100) no mails fro m NY

12 do 13 B 27 do (M) SA MA R IA B 30 Mar LP 10 Apr no mails from B
19 do 20 B 29 do (M) PARTHIA B 30 Mar (2 Apr) 15 Apr (1950)

16 do 17 NY 28 do (M) AL G ERI A NY 3 Ap r 12 Apr (2200) no mai ls from NY
NO SAILING B 6 Apr

23 d o 24 NY 3 Apr (M) JA VA NY 10 Apr 20 Apr (0000) see no te 22
26 do 27 B 7 do (M ) PALMYRA B 13 Ap r 25 Apr (0600)
30 do 31 NY 10 do (M) CH INA NY 17 Apr 27 Apr (1125) no mails Ir om NY
2 Apr 3 NY 13 do (M) CALA BR IA NY 20 Apr 29 Ap r (la te) do
4 do 5 B 18 do OLYMP US B 20 Apr (?) 3 May (1400)
6 do 7 NY 17 do (M) R USSIA NY 24 Apr 3 May (0445) no mails from NY
9 do 10 NY 20 do (l\I) ABYSSINIA NY 27 Apr 6 May (1630) do

I I do 12 B 23 do SIB ER IA II 27 Apr (30) 10 May (1600)

13 do 14 NY 23 do (M ) C UBA NY I May 10 May (2030) no mails from NY
16 do 17 NY 27 do (M ) BAT AVI A NY 4 May 15 May (1200) do
18 do 19 B 29 do H ECLA B 4 May (7) 19 May (0930)
20 do 21 NY 30 do (M ) SCOTIA NY 8 May 18 May (1115) no ma ils fro m NY
23 do 24 NY 4 Ma y (M) ALGE R IA NY I I May 21 May (0100) do
25 do 26 B 9 do KED AR B I I May 23 May (1000) L/V
25 do 26 B 6 do SA MA R IA T u B 14 May 24 May (0900)
27 do 28 NY 8 do (M) JAVA NY 15 May 24 May (1340) no mails fro m NY
30 do I May NY 12 do (M) PART JIlA NY 18 May 28 May (0800) do

2 May 3 B 17 do PAL;\ IYRA B 18 May (21) LP 2 J u n
4 do 5 NY 15 do (M) cn rx A NY 22 May 31 May no ma ils fro m NY
7 do 8 ;-':Y 18 do (M ) CALA BR IA ;-':Y 25 May 3 Jun (2000) do
9 do 10 II 20 do O LY;\IP US B 25 May (26) LP 7 Jun

I I do 12 NY 20 do (M ) R USSIA ' Y 29 May 6 Ju n (1915) no mails fro m NY

14 do 15 NY 24 do (M ) ABYSSIN IA NY I j un 10 jun (1145) do
16 do 17 II 27 do SIB ER IA B I Jun (4) 15 Jun
18 do 19 N Y 28 do (M) CU BA NY 5 Jun 15 Jun (04 10) no mai ls from NY
21 do 22 NY 2 J un (M) BAT AVIA NY 8 J un 19 Jun do
23 do 24 B 4 do H ECLA B 8 Ju n 21 Jun (0900)
25 do 26 NY 4 do (M ) SCOT IA NY 12 J un 21 Jun (0315) no mai ls from NY
28 do 29 NY 8 do (M) AL GERI A NY 15 Jun 25 Jun (0800) do
30 do 31 BIO do SAMA R IA B 15 Jun (18) 27 Jun

I J u n 2 NY 12 do (M ) JAVA NY 19 Jun 28 J un (2130) no mail s from NY
4 do 5 NY 15 do (M) PARTH IA NY 22 Jun 2 J ul do
6 do 7 B 19 do PALMYRA B 22 Jun (25) 6 Jul
8 do 9 NY 20 do (M) CH IN A NY 26 Jun 6 Jul no ma ils from NY

II do 12 NY 22 do (M) CALABR IA NY 29 Jun 8 .lui (0400) do
13 do 14 B 25 do OLYM PUS B 29 J un (2 Jul) LP 12 J u l see note 23

15 do 16 NY 25 do (M) R USSIA NY 3 .lui 12 jet no mai ls from NY
18 do 19 NY 29 do (M ) A IWSS IN IA NY 6 j ul 16 j u : do
20 do 21 B 3 Ju l SIB ER IA B 6 Jul (9) 20 ju t
22 do 23 NY 3 do (M ) CI BA NY 10 Jul 20 .lu i no mails from NY
25 do 26 NY 7 do (M) BATAVIA NY 13 Jul 23 .lui (0745) do
27 do 28 B 9 do HECLA B 13 J ul (16) 27 j u t (0330)
29 do 30 NY 9 do (M) SCO T IA NY 17 J uI 26 .lu i no mai ls from NY

2 j oi 3 NY 13 do (M) ALG E R IA NY 20 .lu i 30 Jul (0530) do
4 do 5 II 16 do SAMA RIA B 20 jor (23) LP 3 Aug
6 do 7 NY 17 do (M ) J AVA NY 24 J ul 2 Aug (1330) no mails fro m NY
9 do 10 NY 20 do (M) PARTH IA NY 27 j ul 6 Aug (0730) do

II do 12 B 24 do PAL MYRA B 27 j ul (30) 10 Au g (1230)
13 do 14 NY 23 do (M ) CH INA NY 31 .lui 10 Aug no mails from NY

21. T R IPOLI'S L/ V- she was wrecked nea r Tusker Rock on 17 May.
22. On J AVA's arriva l at Quccn stown shc was rep orted as landing mails from New York.

No t confirmed.
23. End of Fisca l Yea r 1872. OLYMP US, sa ili ng 3 days la te fro m Bosto n, has been in-

eluded in Fl Y 1873.
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1872 (cont.)
PD LP QT ARR PACKET PD ARR QT or LP NOTES
16 do 17 NY 26 do (]\f ) CALABR IA NY :I Aug 13 Aug do
18 do 19 B 30 do OI.YM PUS B 3 Au g (6) 16 Aug (1530)
20 do 21 NY 30 do (M) R USSIA NY 7 Aug 16 Aug (0500) no mai ls from NY
23 do 24 NY 2 Au g (M) AIIYSS IN IA NY 10 Aug 19 Aug (1230) do
25 do 26 B 5 do SIBE RIA n 10 Aug (13) LP 24 Aug
27 do 28 NY 7 do (M) CUBA NY 14 Aug 24 Aug 110 ma ils from NY
30 do 31 NY II do (]\f) BAT AVIA NY 17 Aug 27 Aug (2000) do

I Aug 2 B 13 do H ECLA B 17 Aug (20) 30 Aug (1840)
3 do 4 NY 13 do ( ]\f ) SCOTIA NY 21 Aug 29 Aug no mail s from NY
6 do 7 NY 16 do (M) ALGE RIA NY 24 Au g 3 Sep do
8 do 9 B 19 do SAMAR IA B 24 Aug(27) 6 Sep (2315)

10 do II NY 20 do (M) J AVA NY 28 Aug 6 Sep no mai ls from NY
13 do 14 NY 24 do (M) PART HI A NY 31 Aug 10 Sep (0430) do
15 do 16 B 28 do MALT A B 31 Aug (3 Sep) 13 Sep G2030)

17 do 18 NY 27 do (M) CH INA NY 4 Sep LP 14 Sep no ma ils from NY
20 do 21 NY 30 do ( ]\f) CALA BR IA NY 7 Sep 16 Sep do
22 do 23 B 3 Sep OLYMP US B 7 Sep (10) 21 Sep (1400)
24 do 25 NY 3 do (M) RUSSIA NY II Scp 20 Sep (0530) no mail s from NY
27 do 28 NY 7 do (M) ABYSSINI A NY 14 Sep 24 Sep (2020) do
29 do 30 BIO do SIBERIA B 14 Sep (17) 28 Sep (0100)
31 do I Sep NY 10 do (M) CU IIA NY 18 Sep LP 28 Sep no mails fro m NY

3 Sep 4 NY 15 do (M) BATAV IA NY 21 Sep 2 Oct do
5 do 6 B 17 do H ECLA B 21 Sep (24) 5 Oct (0820)
7 do 8 NY 17 do (M) SCOTIA NY 25 Sep 4 Oct (1000) no mai ls from NY
9 do II NY 20 do (M) ALGE RIA NY 28 Sep 7 Oct (1745) d o

12 do 13 B 24 do SAMARIA B 28 Sep (I Oct) I I Oct (1900)

14 do 15 NY 25 do (M) J AVA NY 2 Oct I I Oct (0900) no mai ls from NY
17 do 18 NY 28 do (M) PARTHI A NY 5 Oct 14 Oct (2215) do
19 do 20 B 30 do MALTA B 5 Oct (8) 19 Oct (1000)
21 do 22 CHINA see note 24
24 do 25 NY 5 Oct (M) CALA BR IA NY 9 Oct 18 Oct (1555) no ma ils from NY
26 do 28 BIO do OL YMP US B 12 OcI(I5) 23 Oct
28 do 29 NY 9 do ( ]\f ) R USSIA NY 16 Oc t LP 25 Oct (la te) no mai ls fro m NY

I Oct 2 NY 12 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 19 Oct 28 Oct (2115) do
3 do 5 B 16 do SIBE RIA B 19 Oct (22) I Nov (II 30)
5 do 6 NY 16 do (M) CU BA NY 23 Oc t I Nov (1415) no mail s fro m NY
8 do 9 NY 20 do (M) BAT AVIA NY 26 Oct LP 7 Nov do

10 do II B 23 do H ECI.A B 26 Oct (?) 10 Nov (1400)
12 do 13 NY 22 do (M) SCOTIA NY 30 Oc t 9 Nov (1040) 110 mails from NY

15 do 16 NY 26 do (M) ALG ERI A NY 2 Nov 12 Nov no mails from NY
17 do 18 B 29 do SAMAR IA B 2 Nov (5) 15 Nov (1200)
19 do 20 NY 29 do (M) J AVA NY 6 Nov 15 Nov (1445) no mails from NY
22 do 23 NY 3 No v ( ]\f) PART f-IIA NY 9 Nov 19 Nov do
24 do 25 B 7 do MALT A B 9 Nov (12) LP 9 Dec see not e 25
26 do 27 NY 6 do (M) CALABRIA NY 13 Nov 23 Nov no mail s from NY
29 do 31 B 13 do (M) OLYMPI S B 16 Nov 27 Nov (0800)
2 Nov 3 NY 13 do (]\f) R USSIA NY 20 No\' 29 Nov (0800) no mails from NY
5 do 6 NY 16 do (M) ABYSSINIA NY 23 Nov LP 3 Dec do
7 do 8 B 20 do (M) SIBE RIA B 23 Nov 4 Dec (1630)
9 do 10 NY 20 do(M) CU BA NY 27 Nov 7 Dec (0600) see no te 26

12 do 13 B 25 do (M) BATAVIA B 30 Nov 10 Dec (1445)

16 do 17 NY I Dec (M) ALGE R IA NY 4 Dec 14 Dec (1015) no mails from NY
19 do 20 B 4 do (M) H ECLA B 7 Dec 17 Dec (m O)
23 do 24 NY 6 do (M) J AVA NY II Dec 21 Dec (OB I5) no mails from NY
26 do 27 B 13 do (M) SAMAR IA B 14 Dec 25 Dec (1750)
30 do I Dec NY 13 do (M) CALABR IA NY IB Dec 28 Dec (0230) no ma ils from NY
3 Dec 4 B 18 do (M) OLYMP US B 21 Dec 31 Dec (0715)
7 do 8 NY 21 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 25 Dec 3 J an (1430) no ma ils from NY

10 do II B 31 do (M) SIBER IA B 28 Dec (?) 13 J an

24. CHINA returned to Qu eenstown with mechanical trouble. Her mail s wer e taken to
New York by CALABRIA in addition to her own.

25. MALTA. out of Boston. broke her shaft and had to put into Halifax for repairs. It
is th ought she was carrying mails from Boston but it is not known wh ether th ey were forwarded
fro m Halifax or reta ined on board.

26. T he re was no saili ng by the Gui on Line from New York on 27 November. T he Wed
nesday mails were carried to Queens town by CUBA .
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1873
PD LP QT ARR PACKET PD ARR QT or LP NOTES
14 do 15 NY 31 do (M) CU BA NY 4 J an (7) 14 Jan (0430) no mails from NY
17 do 18 B 4 Jan (M) MALTA B 4 J an (7) 19 J an (0200)
21 do 22 N Y 4 do (M) PARTHI A NY 8 Jan LP 19 J an no mails from NY
24 do 25 B II do (M ) H ECL A B II J an (14) 25 Jan (0900)
28 do 29 N Y 12 do (M) J AVA NY 15 J an 24 Jan (2215) no mail s from NY
31 do I J an B 16 do (M) SA~fARIA B 18 J an (21) 31 J an (0500)
4 J an 5 NY 17 d o (M ) CALABR IA :-J Y 22 J an 2 Feb no mail s from NY
7 do 8 B 20 do (M) BAT AVIA B 25 J an 4 Feb (1800)

II do 12 NY 25 do (M) ALGE R IA NY 29 J an 8 Feb no mail s fro m NY

14 do 15 B 3 Feb (M) OLYMP US B 1 Feb (?) 17 Feb (0930)
18 do 19 N Y 5 do (M) CU BA NY 8 Feb 18 Feb (0430) no mails from NY
21 do 22 B 7 d o (M) SIBE R IA B 8 Feb (II ) 23 Feb (0515)
25 do 26 NY 7 do (M) PAR TI-II A NY 12 Feb LP 26 Feb no mails fro m NY
28 do 29 B 12 do (M ) ~IALTA B 15 Feb (18) 2 Mar (0100)

I Feb 2 NY 13 do (M) J AVA :-JY 19 Feb 28 Feb (1315) no ma ils fro m NY
4 do 5 B 16 do (M) H ECLA B 22 Feb 6 Mar (0800)
8 do 9 NY 18 do (M ) ABYSSIN IA NY 26 Feb LP 8 Mar no mail s fro m NY

II do 12 B 25 do (M) BAT AVIA B I Mar (?) II Ma r (0500)
15 do 16 N Y 27 do (M) ALGE R IA NY 5 Mar 14 Mar (2100) no mail s from NY
18 do 19 n 3 Ma r (M ) SAMA R IA B 8 Mar (?) 18 Mar (1700)
22 do 23 NY 7 do (M) CA LA BR IA NY 12 Mar 22 Mar (0300) no mails fro m NY
25 do 26 B 12 <1 0 (M) OLY~I P US B 15 Mar 25 Ma r (2000)

I Mar 2 NY I4 do (M) PAR THI A NY 19 Mar 30 Mar (2200) no mai ls from NY
4 do 5 B 20 <lo (M) PALM YRA B 22 Mar (?) 2 Apr (0150)
8 do 9 NY 20 do (M) CUBA NY 26 Mar 4 Apr (1530) no mails from NY

II do 12 B 23 do (M) MALT A B 29 Mar (?) 9 Apr (0340)

15 do 16 NY 26 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 2 Apr II Apr (2040) see note 27
18 do 19 B 30 do (M ) H ECLA B 5 Apr (?) LP 18 Apr
22 do 23 NY 3 Apr (M) ALGE R IA NY 9 Apr 20 Ap r (0015) no mai ls from NY
25 do 26 B 6 do (M) BAT AVIA B 12 Apr 22 Apr (1745)
29 do 30 NY 8 do (M) R USSIA NY 16 Apr LP 26 Apr no mail s from NY

I Ap r 2 NY 12 do (M) CALABR IA NY 19 Apr 30 Apr (0045) do
3 do 4 B 14 do SI BER IA B 19 Apr (?) 2 May (0500)
5 do 6 NY 15 <lo(M) J AVA NY 23 Apr 2 May (1450) no mail s from NY
8 do 9 NY 18 do (M) PAR TIII A NY 26 Apr 6 May (1800) do

10 do I I B 23 do PA LMYRA B (?) 7 May (1630)
10 do B 22 do OLYM PUS B 26 Apr (29) 9 May (0900)
12 do 13 NY 22 do (M) CU BA NY 30 Apr 9 May (1230) no mails from NY

15 do 16 B 27 do (M ) SAMAR IA B 3 May (?) 13 May (2000)
17 do 18 B 29 do MALT A T u B 6 May 17 May (0500)
19 do 20 N Y 30 do (M) SCOT IA NY 7 May 16 May (1830) no mails fro m NY
22 do 23 NY 2 Ma y (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 10 May 19 May (2330) do
24 do 25 B 5 do H ECLA B 10 May (13) 23 May (1400)
26 do 27 NY 8 do (M) ALGE R IA NY 14 May 23 May (2320) no mail s from NY
29 do 30 NY 12 do (M ) BAT AVIA NY 17 May 27 May (1300) do

I May B 13 do AT LAS B 17 May (?) LP 30 May F/V
3 do 4 NY 14 do (M) R USSIA NY 21 May LP 31 May no mails from NY
6 do 7 NY 17 do (M) CALABR IA NY 24 May 2 Jun (2200) do
8 do B 19 do SIBE R IA B 24 May (27) 6 J un (1230)

10 do II NY 20 do (M ) J AVA NY 28 May 7Jun (0200) no mail s from NY
13 do 14 NY 24 do (M) PAR THI A NY 31 May 9Jun (2120) do
16 do 17 B 28 do PALM YRA B 31 May 10 Jun (1120)

15 do B 26 do O LYM PUS T u B 3 Jun 13Jun (1500)
17 do 18 NY 28 do (M) C UBA NY 4 Jun 14Jun (0120) no mail s from NY
20 do 21 NY 3 Jun (M ) SA ~f A R IA NY 7 Jun LP 20 Jun do
22 do 23 B 6 do MAL TA B 7 Jun (10) 21 Jun (1500)
24 do 25 NY 3 d o (M ) SCOT IA NY I I Jun 20Jun (1700) no mail s from NY
27 do 28 NY 7 <lo (M ) ABYSSIN IA NY 14 Jun LP 24 Jun do
29 do 30 B 9 do H ECLA B 14 Jun (?) 28 J u n (0400)
31 do IJun NY 10 do (M) ALGE RIA NY 18 J un LP 28 Jun no mails from NY
3 J u n 4 NY 14 do (M) BAT AVIA NY 21 Jun I jot (2030) do
5 do 6 B 15 do ATLAS B 21 Jun (?) 4 .lui (0330)
7 do 8 NY 18 do (M ) R USSIA NY 25 Jun 4 .luI (1440) no mail s fro m NY

27. On arrival at Qu een stown ABYSSIN IA was reported as landing mails from New York .
Not confirmed.
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1873 (eent.)
PD LP QT ARR PACKET PD ARR QT or LP NOTES
10 do II NY 22 do (M) CALAB RIA NY 28 Jun 7 Jul (0700) do
12 do 13 B 24 do SIBE RIA B 28 Jun (?) 12 Jul (0100) see note 28

14 do 15 NY 25 do (M) J AVA NY 2 Jul II Jul (1200) no mail s from NY
17 do 18 NY 30 do (M) PART HI A NY 5 Jul 15 Jul (1300) do
19 do 20 B 2 Jul OLYMP US B 5 Jul (8) 19 Jul (0330)
21 do 22 NY 2 do(M) CUBA NY 9 Jul 19 J ul (0030) no ma ils from NY
24 do 25 NY 8 do (M) SAMA RIA NY 12 Ju l 24 Jul (0200) d o
26 do 27 B 9 do TA R IFA B 12 Jul (?) 26 Jul (0030)
28 do 29 NY 9 do (M) SCOTIA NY 16 Jul 25 Jul (1700) no mails from NY

I Jul 2 NY 12 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 19 Jul 28 Jul (2300) do
3 do 4 B 16 do H ECL A B 19 jut (22) 2 Aug (0800)
5 do 6 NY 16 do (M) ALGE R IA NY 23 Jul 2 Aug (0915) 110 mail s from NY
8 do 9 NY 20 do (M) BAT AVIA NY 26 Jul 5 Aug (2015) do

10 do II B 21 do ATLAS B 26 Jul (29) 8 Aug (1035)
12 do III NY 23 do (M) R USSIA NY 30 Jul 8 Aug (1020) no mail s fro m NY

15 do 16 NY 27 do (M) CALA BRIA NY 2 Au g 12 Aug (0330) no mails from NY
17 do 18 B 30 do SIBE RIA B 2 Aug (5) 16 Aug (1900)
19 do 20 NY 30 do(M) J AVA NY 6 Aug 15 Aug (1815) 110 mail s from NY
22 do 23 B 4 Aug (M) PALMYRA B 9 July 20 Au g (0900)
24 do 25 B 5 do OLYMP US Tu B 12 Au g 23 Aug (1300)
26 do 27 NY 6 do (M) CUBA NY 13 Aug 23 Aug (1730) no mail s from NY
29 do 30 NY 10 do (M) SAMARIA NY 16 Aug 28 Aug do
31 do I Au g B 14 do TA RIFA B 16 Aug (?) 30 Aug (2230)
2 Aug 3 NY 13 do (M) SCOTIA NY 20 Aug 30 Aug (0400) no mail s fro m NY
5 do 6 NY 16 do (M) ABYSSINIA NY 23 Aug LP 2 Sep do
7 do 8 B 19 do H ECLA B 23 Au g(?) 5 Sep (2045)
9 do 10 NY 20 do (M) ALGERIA NY 27 Aug 6 Sep (0530) no mai ls fro m NY

12 do 13 NY 24 do(M) BAT AVIA NY 30 Aug 9 Sep (1715) see note 29
14 do 15 B 27 do ATLAS B 30 Aug (2 Sep) 12 Sep (0700)

16 do 17 NY 27 do(M) R USSIA NY 3 Sep 12 Sep (0900) no mail s from NY
19 do 20 NY 30 do(M) CALA BRIA NY 6 Sep 16 Sep (0500) do
21 do 22 B 2 Sep SIBE RIA B 6 Sep (9) LP 21 Sep
23 do 24 NY 3 do (M) J AVA NY 10 Sep LP 20 Sep no mail s fro m NY
26 do 27 NY 7 do (M) PART HI A NY 13 Sep 23 Sep (1700) do
28 do 29 B 9 do OLYMPUS B 13 Sep (16) 27 Sep (0745)
30 do 31 NY 10 do (M) CUBA NY 17 Sep 27 Sep (1600) 110 mails fro m NY

2 Sep II NY 14 do (M) SAMARIA NY 20 Sep 4 Oct (2400) do
4 do 5 B 16 do MAR ATHO N B 20 Sep (23) 4 Oct (0700)
6 do 7 NY 17 do (M) SCOT IA NY 24 Sep 4 Oct (0300) see not e 30
9 do 10 NY 20 do(M) ABYSSINI A NY 27 Sep 7 Oct (0200) 110 ma ils from NY

1I do 12 B 23 do H ECLA B 27 Sep (3.0) II Oct (2100)

13 do 14 NY 25 do (M) ALGERIA NY I Oct LP 12 Oct 110 mail s fro m NY
16 do 17 NY 28 do (M) BAT AVIA NY 4 Oct 15 Oct (1800) do
18 do 19 B 29 do ATLAS B 4 O ct (?) 18 Oct (0900)
20 do 21 NY 30 do (M) R USSIA NY 8 Oct 18 Oct (1400) no mail s fro m NY
23 do 24 NY 3 Oct (M) CALABRIA NY II Oct 21 Oct (0600) do
25 do 26 B 6 do SIBERIA B II Oct (14) 24 Oct (0830)
27 do 28 NY 7 do (M) J AVA NY 15 Oct 25 Oct (0115) no mai ls from NY
30 do 2 Oct NY 12 do(M) PARTHIA NY 18 Oct 29 Oct (0500) do
2 Oct 3 B 15 do OLYMP US B 18 Oct (21) I Nov (0700)
4 do 5 NY 16 do (M) CUBA NY 22 Oct I Nov (0800) n o mail s fro m NY
7 do 8 NY 21 do (M) SAMARIA :-IY 25 Oct 5 Nov (1600) do
9 do 10 B 21 do MARATH ON B 25 Oct (28) 7 Nov (2000)

1I do 12 NY 22 do(M) SCOT IA NY 29 Oct 8 Nov (1400) 110 mail s from NY

14 do 15 NY 24 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 1 Nov 12 Nov (1500) no mails fro m NY
16 do 17 B 27 do HECLA B I No v (4) 15 Nov (0800)
18 do 19 NY 30 do(M) ALGER IA NY 5 Nov 16 Nov (2100) no mails from NY
21 do 22 NY 2 Nov(M) BATAVIA NY 8 Nov 19 Nov (1800) do
23 do 24 B 3 do AT LAS B 8 Nov ( l l ) 22 Nov (1I00)
25 do 26 NY 5 do (M) R USSIA NY 12 No v 22 Nov (0500) no mai ls from NY
28 do 29 NY 10 do(M) CALABR IA NY 15 Nov 25 Nov (1500) do

28. End of Fiscal Year 1873. SIB ERIA's saili ng from Boston , sche du led for 28 June has
been included in Fl Y 1874.

29. C.L. Friend reports th at BATAVIA was listed at New York as car rying th e mail s. NOl
confirmed.

30. WYOMING (Gu ion Line) sailed four da ys la te. T he Wednesday mails fro m New

York were carried to Qu eenstown by SCOTIA.
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1873 (cont.)
PD LP QT ARR PACKET PD
30 do 31 B 13 do SIB ER IA B 15 Nov (18)

I Nov 2 NY 13 do (M) J AVA NY 19 Nov
4 do 5 B 15 do (M) PAR THIA B 22 Nov (?)
8 do 9 NY 21 do (M) CUBA NY 26 Nov

II do 12 B 23 do (M ) SAMA R IA B 29 Nov

15 do 16 N Y 27 do (M) ABYSSIN IA NY 3 Dec
18 do 19 B 3 Dec (M) MARATHO N B 6 Dec
22 do 23 NY 6 do (M ) ALG E R IA NY 10 Dec
25 do 26 B 9 d o (M ) OLYMP US B 13 Dec
29 do 30 NY 10 do (M ) R USSIA NY 17 Dec
2 Dec 3 B 14 do (M) ATLAS B 20 Dec
6 do 7 NY 19 do (M) J AVA NY 24 Dec
9 do 10 B 22 do (M ) PAR THI A B 27 Dec

13 do 14 NY 26 do (M) CU BA NY 31 Dec

1874
16 do 17 B I Jan (M) SAMA RIA B 3 J an (3)
20 do 21 NY 4 do (M) CALABR IA NY 7 J an ·
23 do 24 B 6 do (M ) HECLA B 10 J an
27 do 28 N Y 10 do (M) ALGER IA NY 14 Jan·
30 do 31 B 14 do (M ) OLYMP US B 17 Jan

3 Jan 4 NY 14 do (M) R USSIA NY 21 J an
6 do 7 B 18 do (M ) BAT AVI A B 24 Jan

10 do II NY 23 do (M) J AVA NY 28 J an ·
13 do 14 B 26 do (M ) PAR THI A B 31 J an

17 do 18 NY 29 do (l\f) ABYSSINIA NY 4 Feb
20 d o 21 B 2 Feb (l\f) SAMAR IA B 7 Feb
24 do 25 NY 5 do (l\f) CALABR IA NY II Feb ·
27 do 28 B 9 do (M) H ECL A B 14 Feb
31 do I Feb NY 13 do (M ) ALGER IA NY 18 Feb ·
3 Feb 4 B 16 do (l\f) MAR ATH ON B 21 Feb
7 d o 8 NY 20 do (M) R USSIA NY 25 Feb·

10 do II B 24 do (M) ATLAS B 28 Feb

14 do 15 NY 27 do (M) CUB A NY 4 Mar·
17 do 18 B 2 Mar (M) PARTHIA B 7 Mar
21 do 22 NY 7 do (M ) ABYSSIN IA NY I I Mar ·
24 do 25 B 9 do (M) BAT AVIA B 14 Mar
28 do I Mar NY II do (M) CALA BR IA NY 18 Mar·

3 Mar 4 B 14 do (M) H ECLA B 21 Mar
7 do 8 NY 18 do (M) ALGER1A NY 25 Mar "

10 do II B 21 do (M ) MAR ATHON B 28 Mar

ARR QT or lP NOTES
30 Nov (0900)
29 Nov (0600) no ma ils from NY

I Dec (1430)
5 Dec (2100) no mail s fro m NY
9 Dec (2200)

15 Dec (1800) no mails from NY
16 Dec (0900)
20 Dec (0230) see not e 31
23 Dec (0900)
28 Dec (0230) no mail s from NY
30 Dec (0400)

2 J an (0030) see note 32
6 J an (0400)

10 J an (0700) no mails from NY

LP 16 Jan
LP 18 Jan see not e 33
20 J an
24 J an (0300)
29 J an (0800)
30 J an no mail s from NY
3 Feb (0500)
7 Feb (0300)

LP 12 Feb

13 Feb (0900)
17 Feb (2200)
20 Feb (1915)
24 Feb (1000)
LP I Mar no mails fro m NY

3 Mar (0800)
8 Mar (2200)

I I Mar (2300)

15 Mar (0100)
LP 18 Mar
20 Mar (1400)
24 Mar (0720)
29 Mar
LP I Apr

4 Apr (2300) no mail s fro m NY
7 Apr (0145)

31. C.L. Friend re ports that ALGER IA carried ou t the Wednesday mails from New York .
No t con firmed.

32. On arrival at Quee ns tow n J AVA was repor ted as la nding mails from New York. No t
confirmed.

33. The Cu nard packets carrying the United Sta tes mails to Queen stown and Li verpool
now sailed fro m New Yor k on Wednesdays.

(T o be con tinued)
Review: Atlantic Mails. By J. C. Arnell with the editorial collaboration of K. S.
Mackenzie. Published 1980 by the National Postal Museum, Ottawa, Canada.
xii + 412 pages. Regular edition $40.00 in Can adian 'funds (or equivalent) post
paid from Nationa l Postal Museum, 180 Wellington St., Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
KIA 1C6; bank draft or internation al money order pa yable to the Receiver Gen
eral for Canada. Deluxe edition-autographed, with slip case- $60.00 Canadian.

Those of us who collect and study Canadian transatlantic mails have been
aw aiting with increasing imp ati ence the appearance of Jack Arnell's long-prom
ised work. The long wait has been worthwhile - we have been rewarded with a
magnificen t book.

Dr. Arnell is a distinguished postal historian and meticulous researcher who
has been studying th e transatlantic mails for many years . As a scientist employed
by the Canadian government at Ottawa until his retirement in 1973 he had ready
access to material in the Public Archives of Canada. The information in Atlantic
Mails is largely based on previously un explored original sources. The account
begins with the introductory packet services of th e late seventeenth and early
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eighteenth centuries and continues with details of the establishment of perm anent
packet services to New York and the Wes t In dies in 1755. Operation of the Fal
mouth-New York service, expansion of services to Canada after the British con
qu est, the Revolutionary Wa r period, establishment of Halifax as a packet port,
and the overland route from Halifax to Queb ec are thoroughly discussed . The
effects of th e Napo leonic Wars and the War of 1812 on F almouth packet serv ices
are subjects of another chapter. Growin g compe tition from American sailing
vessels and th e consequent end of packet serv ice to New York are discussed next.

Dr. Arnell continues with the profound chan ges wrought by the transatl antic
stea mship; the Cu nard cont ract and its implementa tion; probl ems with th e in
tern al route between Halifax and Quebec; handling of mails; ancI development
of closed mails via the United Sta tes. Th e next four cha pters on the foundation
of Canadian contra ct mail service; the emergence of the Allan Line; carriage of
U.S. tran satl antic mail by Allan Line steamers ; markin gs employed on Allan Lin e
vessels; expansion and adjustment of serv ices; and int ernal arrangements for
Canadian packet mail are the work of Kenn eth S. Mackenzie, a researcher at
the National Postal Museum .

Dr. Arne ll devotes a chapter to the postal rat es in effec t in Great Britain ,
the United States, and British North America throughout th e period covered
and which were charged on mail between Great Britain an d British North
America . Another chapter describes and illustrates th e handstamps used on
B.N.A. transatl antic mail 1840-68.

Th ree sets of appendices - about 175 pages - crammed with valuable in
formation, follow. Appendix One consists of lists of Falm outh packets act ive
during the American Revoluti on; those captured; packets in service at Falm outh
1815-40; naval sloops converted to packet service 1 823 and after. It also includes
th e text of severa l original documents: the 1792 U.S.-Ca nada postal convention ;
the 1845 closed mail "Wickliffe" agreement; instructi ons to packet comm anders
car rying mail; and extracts from the 1848 U.S.-G.B. postal tr eaty.

Appendix Two presents sailing tabl es as follows: Falmouth packets to North
America 1795-1840; Cun ard mail boat sailings to the United Sta tes 1827-40; Cun
ard tran satlant ic sailings to Boston 1840-67, to New York 1848-67; Can adi an
Steam Navigation Co. sailings 1853-4; Collins Lin e sailings to New York 1855;
Allan Lin e sailings 1856-90; Inman/ Allan Line sailings to Halifax 1868-78. F al
mouth tabl es incorporate arrivals and depa rtures at Bermuda where relevant.
Cunard tabl es for Boston include intermedi ate stops at Halif ax, as do New York
tabl es for the br ief period applicable (1848-50).

Twelve maps illustrating B.N.A. mail rou tes- sea and land-between 1764
and 1853 form Appe ndix Three. Notes on the text an d sources, a bibliography,
and an index complete the book.

Production values match the outstanding cha racter of th e materi al presented.
Design, layout, printing, pap er, and binding are very attractive and of excellent
qu alit y. Illustrations are generous-58 in color , chiefly covers, mainly from Jack
Arne ll's collection, 27 in black and white, and over 65 diagrams of postal mark
ings. Th ere are a few minor flaws-the color in some illustrations is slightly in
exact and some typ os have escaped detection. The captions for a few illustrations .
incorrectly analyze British ship letter charges involved , and there are some in
accura cies in the descript ion of U.S.-Canada ma il arrangements in 1849. These
points are menti oned for the record only; th ey do not detract from th e overall
excellence of the book. .

In th e August issue, in discussing the Qu art erm an reprint of Frank Staff's
The Transatlantic Mail, I stated that it, George Hargest's Lett er Post Communi
cation, and Alan Robertson's Maritime Postal History of the British Isles were
th e three essential references for transatl antic mails. Now th e list must include
a fourth title- Atlantic Mails. Thi s volume is a necessity for all collectors and
students of transatl antic mail, whether Cana dian or U.S. Atlantic Mails will
surely become an enduring classic for, as Leon ard Hartmann stated to me in
a letter, it is th e "Canadian Hargest.'

Susan M. McDonald
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PHILATELIC BffiLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

ATLANTIC MAILS
A History of the Mail Service Between Great Britain and Canada to 1889

by Dr. John C. Arnell

An e xceptional work of va lue to eve ry serious student of transatlantic mail.
1980, 412 pages, 58 co lour illustrat ions , cloth $40.00

deluxe, 1/4 leather $75.00

A POSTAL HISTORY OF MISSISSIPPI

STAMPLESS PERIOD 1799-1860

by Bruce C. Oakley, Jr.
The long awa ited seco nd volume is now out and in stock.
1980, Vol 2, 673 pages, limited edition , cloth
1967, Vol 1, 290 pages, limited edition of 300, cloth

$30.00
$45.00

POSTAL MARKINGS
by Harry M. Konwiser

A reprint of Konw iser's " Posta l Mark ings" co lumns from STAMPS
1980, 762 pages, cloth . A most productive source book. $60.00

UNITED STATES CANCELLATIONS 1845-1869

by Hubert C. Skinner and Amos Eno
1980, 362 pages, 4 ,030 posta l mar king s illustrated, clot h $25.00

deluxe , 1/ 4 leather $50.00

THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS OF UNITED STATES
TERRITORIAL POSTMARKS 1787-1887

by Dr. Carroll Chase and Richard McP. Cabeen
1980, reprint of 1950 book, 41 pages, cloth $35.00

PAT PARAGRAPHS
We now bel ieve the long awaited reprint wi ll appea r, please confirm your orders.
Or igina l sets in stock from $325.00 to $550.00 .

C.S.A. STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

by Benjamin Wishnietsky
1980, 1st edition, 100 pages, card $15.00

MALTA
The Postal History & Postage Stamps, 1576·1960

This long awa ited volume from Robson Lowe is finally in stock.
1980, 427 pages, cloth $65.00

(502) 451-0317

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE COVER CORNER

SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
This is being written just after Midaphil in Kansas City where our Society
had a meeting. The material donated so far to th e "Stamp and Cover Reposi
tory and Analysis Program" has been photographed by Richard B. Graham, and
the prints and slides were displayed and discussed in Kansas City. The original
items will now be hand-delivered to th e Philat elic Foundation in New York
City during November where they will be avai labl e for study and comparison
purposes. Some of the items will be written up and presented in th e Cover
Corner in fu ture issues.

ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 107

\ /y

Figure 1. From Savannah to Montr• • 1 In 1871.

F igure 1 shows a folded letter sent to Canada in 1871. Our only answer,
with which this Editor agrees, came from Editor-in-Chief Susan McDonald ,
who writes:

T he 6¢ banknot e cover from Savanna h to MoIIIrea I, lik e many su rp rised trav eler s
in rece n t months. mad e an un scheduled trip to Hav an a. Sava nna h wa s a te rmi nus of
the U.S.-Cuba mail service. T his leiter was mi ssor ted at the Sava nna h post office a nd
by erro r put into th e bag for Havana. where it receiv ed th e fam iliar ova l NA I (pa r tia l
str ike cen ter right) before the mistak e was noti ced . The letter was th en returned not
to Sava nnah . but in th e Ha van a-New York bag. On a rri va l a t Ne w York this cover re 
ceived th e N EW YORK STEAMSH IP 10 postm a rk more o r less a u toma tically. since
only 6¢ postage a ppeared. How ever . o¢ was th e co rrect rat e to Ca na da in 1871, th e
penalty rate fo r un pa id lett ers bein g IO¢. I doubt th e Alla n Lin e paid a ny coll ect post 
age on th is lett er.

Figure 2 shows a tough problem cover, du e to the four ratin gs. We re
ceived two answers, the first from Susan McDonald, who writes:

Regarding th e cover to Ch ile , I di d no t succeed in find in g th e add ressee. J ohn S.
Sewall , in th e sources I have. but I d id loca te J ohn Madi gan in the 1847. 185 1, and
1853 Official R egisters as a passed midsh ipman (serving on th e Saratoga in 1851 and
1853) . By th e rate cha rged I'd calc ula te th e da te of this cover abou t 1853-55. The ra te
to Chile was 48¢ in the ' period Oct. 1853 to Dec. 18;16. Subseq uent rat es wer e 34¢ a nd
22¢. T he "2 4" m ust represent cred it to the Br it ish post office for its share o f th e ra te .
There appears to be a crossed -out ms. "25 " left of P AID ; th is may be local Ch ilea n
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Figure 2. Cove r to Sew.II••bo.rd the U.S.S. :"S...tog.....ddressed to Chile .

p ostage in cen tavos (paid by the consu l and crossed ou t) . Sewa ll had evident ly left Chile
and th e lett er was readd ressed to him in Maine, care of Madigan . It tr aveled ba ck to
the U.S. outs ide th e ma ils, probably in the d ip loma tic pouch , and was rema iled a t
W ashi ngton , D .C., ra ted in ms. "5 " due as an unpaid lett er. T he 5¢ unpaid ra te ended
Ma rch 31, 1855, fur ther lim iting th e possibl e da te of use.

The other answer came from Richard B. Graham, whose comments are:
T hi s cover represen ts a combina tio n of m ages seldo m seen. Sent from New Bedfor d ,

Mass. (ill egib le da te) to aboa rd the U.S.S. Sloop of War , Saratoga, in 1853 or 1854,
it was tak en to Pan am a by U.S, steamer and there tu rn ed over to th e Bri tish postal
system wh ich con veyed it in on e of the ir stea mers traversing th e west coast of South
Am erica to Valpara iso, Ch ile . Sen t in care of th e Ame rica n consu l there , th e cover ar 
ri ved too lat e to meet the Saratoga, then ret urn ing from th e Orient to the U.S. Con
seq u en tly, th e con sul sen t the lett er by diplom at ic po uc h to Wa shi ngton, D.C., fro m
where it was sen t on to the addressee in Maine.

T he ea r liest da te th e cover cou ld ha ve been sen t is estab lishe d by th e ra te of 48¢,
wh ich was effec tive Oct. I , 1853, as stated in the 1853 PM G rep ort (p p, 719-20; 752
53) . Posta ge was 24¢ U.S., plus an eq ua l share for the Br it ish , or a tot a l of 48¢ with
credi t to Bri ta in of 24¢ (red handstamp) .

T he addressee, J ohn S. Sewall , had a short bu t hi ghl y interesting naval car eer and
man y o the r covers addressed to him may be fou nd , some with th e well kn own and
popul a r New York Nava l Lyceu m forwarding mark ing, Sewall had ju st gra dua ted fro m
college when he joi ned the U.S.S. Sara toga , a saili ng sloop of war wit h 22 gu ns, as
Cap tai n 's Clerk-which is to say, the cap ta in's priva te secretary , and all he th en kn ew
was tha t th e Saratoga was sla ted for a fou r yea r cru ise as a par t o f th e U.S, Navy 's East
In di a Squad ro n lying in ports suc h as Hong Kon g, Macao , Sing apor e, etc. The Sara toga
left H ampton Ro ads in Sep tem ber of JS50, and retu rn ed to Boston in Sep tem ber of
1854, wh ich th us estab lishes the la test yea r possib le for ou r cover to be sen t.

Du ring Sewa ll's fo ur year sti nt, which was his only naval serv ice, he was ab oard
th e Sara toga on bo th of her visits to J a pan as par t of th e Perry Expedi tion . As Capta in 's
Clerk , Sewall was ashore and witnessed much of th e ceremony on both visits. Fifty years
lat e r. in 1903, he was one of th ree of the few surviving members of the exped ition to
agai n visit J apan and participat e in cere mo nies comme mo rat ing the fir st landing in
1853. In 1905, Sewall pu blished a litt le book of reminiscences , Th e L og Book of th e
Cap tain'S Cler k , fro m which much of th e dat a given here has been culled .
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Fi gures 3 and 4 show two "Due 1" marked covers, neither year dat ed . What
is differen t ab out th ese seemingly similar covers? Will severa l readers please
try to explain the rates?

Figure 5 shows an easy one, an attr active stampless cover from France to
the U.S. It bears a London transit mark on the back. Why is the "48" cross ed
out, and wha t is the yea r of use?
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Figure 3. 51....'1_ cov... h.ndst.m"'" "ADvonSED" .nd "DUEll",

Figur. 4. Vertlc.1 ,llr of 1861 3¢ cancelled "STEAM lOA'" on cov.r .......... "DUE/1",

Figure 5. Sllmple" cover from France to Indi.n• .
Chronicle 108 I November 1980 I Vol. 32, No.4 287



POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Hen ry M. Spelman III
P.O. Box 64S

San Anselmo, CA 94960
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u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC·

TlON CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
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HARMERS
New York

DURING THE
1980-81 SEASON •••

Many fine Classic U.S. issues ...

some common, some scarce,

some unique ...

will be offered through the

HARMER Auctions.

Request catalogue application blank

HARMERS of New York 11l£
6 WEST 48TH STREET, NY 10036

Telephone: (212) 757-4460 (3 lines) Cable: Harmersale, New York
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