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AMERICA/S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE

OFFERS

GUARANTEED AUCTION REALIZATION

BACKED WITH 100% CASH ADVANCE

For the first time an auction house will guarantee the minimum net you will receive

from sale at auction and immed iately advance this sum to you at no interest charge.

The only charge to you is a 10% commission on what your collection

realized at auction. (The buyer also pays a 10% buyers premium.)

When you sell your collection at auction you should and can have immediate ca.h.

Enjoy both the advantage of immediate cash based on current market value, and

any accrual in value that occurs in a fast mov ing market by sale time.

Well over one million dollars has been advanced on properties secured in our bank

vaults scheduled for upcoming sales. Your cons ignment will be in excellent companyl

Why not join the sat isfied and instant ly enriched sellers who believe in dealing with

America's # 1 firm.

Sell your collection through the auction house first in prestige, first in dollar volume.

Our auctions realized over $17 million during 1980.

120 EAST 56 STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10022

PHONE (212)·753·6421

ESTABLISHED 51 YEARS



THE SPECIALIST COLLECTOR
will usually fi nd someth ing of interest in our auct ion s held in

BASLE - BERMU DA - BOU RN EM O UTH - GE NE VA - LO NDON - ZURIC H

If your collecting interests are limited to not mo re than three countries. you may
be interested in our BU SY BUY ERS SERVICE wh ich is especia lly designed
for collectors who do not need to see the full range of our cata logues.

Details fro m:
M rs. Linda Gulliv er. The Au ction House. 39 Poo le Hill . Bourn emouth BH2 5PX

Au ctions planned fo r J une inc lude :

Bournemouth ; a general sale strong in Great Britain .
British Africa with av. and K.E. VII Imperium essays and colour tria ls.
British Em pi re inc luding valuable general collect ions .
Overseas countries including a fine sect ion of Thailand . U.S.A. and Swe den.
Postal History strong in Great Britain. W est Ind ies. Mi lita ry and Air.

Catalogues availab le in the U.S.A. from Gordon Torrey. 51 18 Duvall Dr ive.
Wa shington. D.C. 200 16 at $6 each or by air at $7 each fro m th e add ress belo w.

WE SELL YO UR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE LTD.,
a member of the Christies International Group

50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW 1" . Telex: 915410. V.A.T.No. 323/7655/54
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Imm ed iate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with Ref e rences
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
US P CS

T HE CHRONICLE, p u blish ed quarterly In Feb., Ma y , Aug ., an d Nov. by th e U. S. Philatelic Classics
Soci e ty , Inc ., at 2030 Gl enmont Ave., N . W., Canton, Oh io 44708. Sec ond c lass postage pai d at Canton,
Ohio 44711 and ad di ti on a l m ail in g off ice . Subscription price $16 .00. P rinted in U.S .A .
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800-424-951~ A call on this

1522 K Stree t. . W.
Washing ton, D.C. 20 005

toll-free hot line will get you an immediate answer on how best
to dispose of your collection-cash payment or consignment
to my monthly auctions. When you have quality to sell,
I move quickly. I've proved it to thousands of satisfi ed dealers,
collectors, and investors. May I add you to that growing list?
Call me, John Kaufmann, today:

800-424-951~
In Metro D.C. call 638-5658.

)fL /)r.~
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We canfind them. We can sell them.

May we help you buy or sell?
Next Sale - June 24, 25 & 26

Catalog, including realizations for previous auction, 3 weeks
before sale. Send name , address and $2.00.

~!;!~!£O'»!!/PAt:f§Jt~ri?NC
/27 Kearny Street, SailFrancisco;California 94108· Tel. (415) 781-5/27

MEMBER : A SDA • PTS· AP S · IJPS • COLLECTOR S CLUB (NY)
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IN MEMORIAM

MELVIN WALKER SCHUH
1908 -1981

" How swift ly the sands run ," to quote the late Lester L. Dow ning, an d it seems mo st ap
propria te to qu ote him in this instan ce becau se it was th rou gh Lester that Mel Sc huh
became interested in the Society and went ahead to serve with such an ou tsta nding record .

Melvin Schuh was bo rn in W estb or o, Massach usetts, on May 29, 1908, the so n of a Bap
tist mini ste r. A grad ua te of A m herst College, class of 1929, he was a me mber of the Theta
Delt a Chi fra te rn ity . He married Vivian Lamont a nd they ha d three children, David,
Me linda a nd Richard .

Except for his service in World War II with the 80th Field Hospital , Mel' s only emp loyer
was the State M utua l Life Assurance Compa ny of America, fro m which he ret ired as a Vice
President. Me l was a me mber of the Morning Star Lodge, A . F. & A. M ., of Worcester ,
and bot h he a nd Vivian were act ive in the ir church choir.

M el became interested in sta mps as a you ng boy a nd continued his int er est comp iling a
fine United S tates gene ra l co llect ion, which he disposed of in lat er yea rs to concentrate on
his true love of transatlan t ic cove rs. In th is field Mel becam e a tr ue authority . Many of his
fine cove rs were used as illust ra t ions by his good friend George Hargest in his book , History
of Letter Post Com munications Bet ween the Uni ted S tates and Europe /84 7-/875.

Mel's phil a telic associa tions were legion : A . P . S ., U . S . Postal Hi story Society, Collec
tors Club of N . Y., Phila telic G rou p of Bost on, Worcester S tam p C lub, a director of the
Bost on Univers ity Ph ilatelic Libr ar y. He becam e Secreta ry-Treasurer of the C lassics
Society in 1960. Te n yea rs later he becam e Treasurer when the dut ies of the office were
di vided . In 1972 he became Presiden t a nd served for three yea rs. His wisdom , good judg
men t and a ffa bility did m uch to strengthe n our S ociety in those yea rs .

Another of M el's enthusiasms was polit ics. He served for man y yea rs as Republican state
co mmitteeman for Massachuse tt s.

M el was awa rded the Society's As hbrook C up for 1964 for his research into the complex
it ies of the transatlan tic ma ils a nd for his promotio n of the So ciety' s rapid growth and
finan cial stability. At the 1970 an nual meet ing M el received the Elliott Perry Cup for 1969
for his ten yea rs of ded ica ted service as Sec reta ry-T reas ure r, and his continuing contrib u
t ions to study of th e tr ansatl anti c mails.

Mel Sc huh pas sed away in Worceste r, M assachu sett s, on J an uary 15, 1981, afte r only a
few da ys in the hospital. To ha ve listed this true gent leman a mong one' s fr iends is indee d an
hon or. A.E. B., Jr,.
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Telephone

20 3 - 792 -5374

Quality adhesives and

postal history of the

classic pe riod

POSTAL HISTORY AUCTION

June 13, 1981

Our first public auction of U.S. postal history will be held at the Danbury
Hil ton Inn, Danbury, Conn . The well annotated catalog for this auction which
featu res significant U.S. postal history of the 1685·1899 period Is available,
with prices realized after the sale, by sending $5.00.

It
- -! /}..

LETTER TO VALLEY FORGE

Folded letter , d iscussing the difficulties of prisoner exchange, from
Joshu a Mesereau (sign ed in code but docketed) in Boston March , 1778.
Addressed to Elias Boudinot at Valley Forge. Sent via Fishkill, N.Y.
where it was postmarked "Fishkill 12 March 78" and rated "Way 6"
(dwt.), ms "I have forwarded two letters to Mr . Boudinot to Morristown,
P.O. supposing he was at home and not at Headquarters - S.L." note of
Sam Louden, P.M. of New York functioning at Fishkill during the oc
cupation of New York. Ms "und 6 (dwt) = 12" rated upon arrival.

Some soldiers had it harder than others during the Valley Forge Win
ter! This item will be included in our first auction.
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
It sho uld be appa re nt that the Chronicle now has a new printer. For ma ny years - back
to th e per iod Larry Davidson an d Ed Chr ist were editors - the journal ha s been pr inted at
Colu mb ia, Mo. T he incr easing di fficulties and de lays of this long distance operat ion have
mad e thi s move necessar y. T he Chronicle is now being produced by an exp erienced firm in
Canton, Ohio, on ly a few mil es awa y. There have been a few min or changes, mo st ly
techn ical or co smetic, and there may be some experimenta l changes in the future, to im
prove the format. As always, you r suggest ions and comments - favorable or ot herwise 
will be welco med.

It may take a co uple of issues to get the bugs out, but by then we expect to restore and
maintai n t ime ly publicat ion. Si nce the principal rea so n for moving the Chronicle to Ca nto n
is to insure on-tim e pu blication, this is fair warn ing to all con cerned, whether advertisers,
ed itors, a ut hors , et c. , that de adl ines will be obse rved muc h more str ictly than in the recent
past. As a rem inder they a re: M arch 15 for May, Ju ne 15 for Augu st, Septem ber 15 for
Novem ber, an d December 15 for Februa ry.

The cur rent issue contai ns two articles of interest to the plater - the first by Mort
Neinken and Ron Cipo lla on the Ic 1851-61 to co rrect the reconstru ct ion of Plat e 3, an d the
second conce rn ing plate variet ies of the 186 1 12c by Dic k Graham . W illia m Herzog and
Leona rd Sheriff discuss the very rare t riple grills .

J erome Sc hwimme r describes and illustrat es postal markin gs and mail opera tio ns at Los
A ngeles duri ng th e 1850s, following up his article a yea r ago on the stam pless period . Duane
Garrett concludes his series on dom estic uses of th e 1847 issue, while Ph il Wall con tinues his
study of the 5c New York wit h their use on envelo pes. U nusua l domestic uses of the bank
notes are discussed by Richard Searing .

T he for eign mail enthusiast will find four articles on this subject: a th orough account by
Michael Laurence of 10c direct mai l covers to France during the first half of 1870, Barbara
Wa llace's analysis of an unu sual British mail cover from France, and two sho rt a rt icles by
Allan Radin , one on mail prepaid with stamps plus cash, the other about a PCM cover to
M exico . In addi t ion, an exp anded Cover Corner is mai nly devot ed to a puzzling cover from
France.

For eign ma il buffs should also read the series by Ryohei Ishikawa on use of the 1869 issue
in the Far East. The series of fou r a rticles ha s bee n a ppearing in the 1869 Tim es since the
A ugust 1980 issue and will concl ude in the M ay 1981 issue. Th e November issue also con
ta ins a st im ula ting article by J im Stever on mail ca rriage by the Allan Line. Th e P.R .A .
gro up ha s published a very useful five-year index . T he /869 Tim es is available from Victor
B. Kri evins, 69-09 108th St., Apt. 104, Forest H ills, N .Y. 11 375, at $5 an issue.

1980 Cup Awards
Becau se of unavoidabl e delays the cup awards for 1980 were no t decid ed in time for pres 

enta tion at the annua l meeting a t Cleveland in March.
A rthur E. Bean e, Jr. , chai rma n of the 1980 C up Com mittee, has now a nno unced that the

cup awards a re bein g pr ese nted as follow s:
C hase Cup: to R obert R . Hegland , for his con t inuing work in reportin g pla te varie ties on

th e 3c 1857.
As hb roo k Cup: to Ch arless H ahn, for his studies of freight money cha rges and cove rs .
Perry C up: to S usa n M . McDonald, for ed itin g a nd prod uctio n efforts in the production

of Simp son 's U. S . Postal Mark ings 1851-61.
Brookm an Cup: to David T. Beals I II , for o utsta nding service to the Society.
C hro nicle I to / May 1981 / Vol. 33. N o. 2 8\



GUEST PRIVILEGE
NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONALS
USED ON COMMERCIAL ENVELOPES

PHILIP T. WALL
Stanley B. As hbroo k wro te an int er estin g a rticl e, " Envelopes: Can You Show An Ea rly

Use'!", published in the Novem ber 15,1 947, issue of S tamps in which he sta ted com me rcia l
envelopes were introduced in Engla nd follow ing the ado ptio n of the first adhes ive postage
sta m p. Mr. As hbrook wro te that he had no record of a 5c New York on a com me rcial en
velope but th at such ite ms probably did exist , and then concluded by inviting co rres pon
dence from owners of such cove rs.

Mr. Ashbroo k followe d up his first a rt icle on this subject by a second a rticle, " Envelopes:
Some Further Notes on Ea rly Uses," th at appea red in the M ar ch 6, 1948, issue of S tamps.
He wrote that by 1841 almos t ha lf o f the correspo nde nce passing through the Post O ffice of
G reat Brit a in was enclose d in envelope s, but that pr ior to 184 5 the use of envelo pes for
correspo ndence through the mail in the Un ited S ta tes was pract ica lly unknown . He tells us
that prior to the passage of the Ac t of Co ngress of March 3, 1845, use of a n enve lope re
qui red double post age as the com plex postage rates in effect pri or to June 30, 1845, were
based on single sheets of pap er, and s ingle page lett er s enclosed in enve lopes required doubl e
postage.

From the omco of the lUlW-YOIUt St11f, "

SowlA.w•., ......._/ F.u.. ..,,4N_ SU.,N." Yori-,,

Figure 1. New York Postmaster Prov isional on envelope wit h printed corner card of the New
York Sun.

As hbrook illustrat ed in his seco nd a rt icle a 9X 1 on an envelope from the collect ion of
Henry A . Meyer (Figure 1) postm arked Ma rch 17 (1847) wr itten by the edit or o f the New
York SUIl to a lady in Bristol , R hode Islan d, info rmi ng her that her husband had been saved
from a shipwreck in the G ulf of Mexico . T his cover was still in the M eyer Co llec tio n when it
was sold by Robert A. S iege l on Ju ne 25, 1969 (Siegel #355). For some reason that cover
was not pictured in the S iegel ca ta log a nd it rea lized only $55 as lot 433 in that sa le. As far
as I ha ve been able to determ ine, these are the on ly articles ever written pertai ning to the
ea rly use of co mmerc ial enve lope s in the U nited S tat es. Becau se of these As hbroo k a rt icles
I have become interested in locating a nd reco rd ing 9X 1s used on co mmercia l envelopes.
82 Chro nicle 110 / May 198 1 / Vol. 33, No .2



Th e finest multiple use cover is a hor izontal pair (pos itions 18-19) from the famous
Hasbrouck find that I discussed in the August 1980 Chronicle (whole number 107). Thi s
cover was lot I in the Sta nley Gibbons Ltd. Ma y 1980 sa le of covers from the Marc Haas
Co llection, at which time it real ized a ham mer pr ice of $7.0 00. Duncan Gwynn of that

Figure 2. Pair of Sc New York on commercIal envelope.
C hro nicle 110 / May 198 1 / Vol. 33, No .2 83



firm 's New York office has provided me with an exce llent pho togra ph (Figure 2) of the ex
H aas cover tha t sho ws the back na p of the enve lope.

In his art icle in the Fe br ua ry 1978 Chronicle (who le num ber 97) enti t led "1847 Covers
From N ew York C ity, " Creighto n C. H art illustr a ted in Figu re I on page 24 a 9X I horizon 
tal pair on cove r addressed to Mobi le, A labama . The stamps were ca nce lled by the New
York squa re grid, a nd thi s is the earliest recorded use of Postm aster M o rri s' s stamp bei ng
ca nce lled by thi s type of grid. In add itio n to having a very rar e typ e of New York pos tmark
where the " 10 cts" is st raig ht rat he r than cur ved, thi s cover has added inte res t to me be
cause it is th e onl y other 9X I pair o f whic h I have a record that was used on a co m mercial
envelope. Mr. Hart inform s me th at he ob ta ined the cove r abou t 30 to 35 yea rs ago from
Willi am C. M ich aels, th en a well-know n elde rly co llec to r from Ka nsas City, M issouri, and
he does not believe this cover has bee n so ld publicly for a t least a half cen tury .

A uction ca ta log descri ber s in the pa st were usuall y quite meager with their desc riptions of
th eir covers and brevity was the orde r of the day. Destin a t ion s o f covers were seldom fur 
nished a nd few if a ny descr iber s bothered to menti on when Postmaster Provision a l sta mps
were used on com me rci a l envelopes. Fo r thi s rea son a ny such list is bou nd to be somewhat
incomplete. Listed below a re the other covers with single 5c New Yo rk stam ps used on co m
merc ial envelopes of which I have a record as of M arch I, 1981 .

.....;/
..4-"

r - : 'l v"t '! (i- I

?!.:~~~I.n -<,L
,/JV-t..d.•d:

Figure 3. Envelope used to New Bedford, Mass.

I. T he most rece nt such envelope cover sold was lot 3 in the S tan ley Gibbons A uction Ga lleries
(U .S .) sale held Febru ary 18, 1981. T his cover (F igure 3) is addressed to New Bedford, Ma ss ., a nd
bea rs the interesting manu script endorsement "Steam" . It is postmarked 28 Feb ('1).

2. A nother such cover sold within the past year was in the H arm ers of New Yo rk, Inc. , Po stal
H istory sale held J une 4, 1980 . T his sa le featu red an origina l find of covers addressed to th e Co lby and
Colgate fam ilies. Lo t 51 (Figure 4) was a huge margined single fro m posit ion 40 on an envelope ad
dressed to A lba ny, New York. T his cover now reposes in th e co llec tion ofa R ou te Agent living in one
of th e M iddle A tla ntic sta tes . Lot 5 1 rea lized a ham mer price of $3,750. Thi s cover does no t have a
postm ark on th e fro nt but is dock et ed Septe mber 7, 1845.

3. Lot 2 in th e R obert A . S iegel sa le he ld J anua ry 29, 1963, was a lar ge margi ned single on enve lope
addressed to M ad ison , M orris Co unty , New J ersey. T he cov er is pos tmarked November 19 (probab ly
1845) and th e sta mp is tied by a red curved PA ID. This cover was sold privately in 1976 for $ 1,250 and
is now in an importa nt Eas te rn co llect ion.

4. Bet ween 1975 and 1977 H . R. H ar mer, Inc., sold the Sidney A. Hessel Collection . Par t I was sold
October 2 1, 1975, and lot 97 was a 9X Ia (blue pap er variety) sing le on a bu ff envelope add ressed to
Ph ilad elphia . Th is cover from th e well-k now n Fisher correspondence rea lized $850. T he postmark is
84 Chronicle 110 / May 1981 / Vo1.33 ,No.2



Figure 4. Large-margined copy on envelope from Colgate correspondence .

illegible but the cover is docketed March 19, 1847.

5. T he H. R. Harmer, Inc., sale of September 14, 1971, had a single on an envelope addressed to
Mont pelier, Vermo nt. Th is cover is postmarked 2 J an ('!) and the sta mp is not tied to the cover but is
cancelled by three nearl y vertica l blue pen strokes. Th is item was lot 16 in that sa le and realized S75.

6. One of the most impo rtant sales of Uni ted States Postmasters' Provisionals since the Cas pary
sale was the 278th sale of Robert A . Siegel held Novembe r 19. 1964. This sale was part icular ly strong
in 9X I stamps and covers. Lot 26 (Figu re 5) was a sma ll ladies' envelope addressed to New Rochelle,
New York , and then forwarded from the adja cent town of Mam aroneck, New York . This cover is one
of the true gems of 9X I philately and has a Philatelic Founda tion certifica te. It last sold privately in
1976 for $2,000 and is now in an importa nt Eastern collect ion.

Figure 5, Ladles' envelope addressed to New Rochelle; then forwarded from nearby
Mamaroneck to Pelham P.O.

7. Lot2 in the H. R. Harmer, Inc., sale of January 8, 1962, was a large margined single just tied by
a red grid (not visible in the photograph ) on a sma ll envelope addressed to Upper Red Hook, New
York, postma rked 14 Jan (1847). This cover realized $92.50 in that sale.

8. The only 9X I on a full commercial envelope with a foreign destinat ion was lot 197 of the John
Kaufmann sale held J une 9, 1979. Th is cover (Figure 6) is addressed to Kent, England, and is post
mark ed 27 Feb. ( 1846). It has a Cra nbroo k receiving stamp of Mar 16 ( 1846) and is rated I shilling
due.

9. There is one other 9X I on a commercia l envelope in the importa nt Eastern collection referred to
in these notes of which I do not have a description.
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Figure 6. Envelope with 5c New York conveyed to Kent, England, by Cunard steamer.

10. One other item that Ashbrook either intentiona lly or inadvertently did not mention in his ar ti
cles in the late 1940s is an envelope front addressed to Manc hester, England, and postmarked July 15
(1845). This front with the back flap turned up is pictured on page 374 in the MacGuffi n-Ashbrook ar
ticle on the New York Postmaster's Provision al in the May 1936 issue of the A nieri can Phila telist .
This item will not be illustr ated here as it will be pictured in a subsequent article in th is series perta in
ing to the ear liest known 9X 1 covers .

In the forego ing list I have purpose ly omitted the following items: (a) a badly defective
pair not tied on an obviously fake cover, (b) two items described as being on homemade en
velopes and (c) one questiona ble cover on which the stamp was described as being affixed to
the envelope with a sta mp hinge.

If any of my readers can add to the above list ings, please contac t me at 536 Woodva le
Drive, Greensboro, North Carolina 27410.
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS- uSPcs - SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

wes

eSA - usec - APe

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

W E BUY AND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN

AND CONFEDERATE COVERS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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PHI LATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authorita tive Philatelic Literature

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW MAILING ADDRESS
WE DIDN'T MOVE

THE POST OFFICE DID
I

SLOANE'S COLUMN
Arranged by George T. Turner

George B. Sloane's 1,350 col umns appeared in STAMPS magazine from 1932 to
1958 covering most facets of U.S. Philate ly with emphasis on the classic adhes ives,
loca ls and reve nue stamps. Authoritative and enjoyable to read .

1981 pr int ing of 1961 book, 467 pages , cloth , edit ion 1,000 $40.00

LIST OF POST OFFICES IN THE UNITED STATES
1862

Reprinted by Theron Wierenga in the same format as his PL&R series, well pr inted
and bound . An extremely useful book as it contains the best listi ng of Civil War post
offices, both Federal and for the Confederate States of Am erica.

1981 reprint of 1862 book, 373 page s, cloth $55.00

LIB RARIES
We conti nuously buy fine philatelic libraries thus in addition to the popular major
works we stock the boo klets, journals, rarities, auction catalogs, etc.

Our stock catalog can only touch on such div erse items but we gladly correspond on
your need s.

NEW STOCK CATALOG OF PHILAT ELI C LITERAT URE
CA TA LOG 6

Free to our friend s and regul ar cu stomers, all others $2.00

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post om ce Box 36006

(502) 451-0317
Louisville, Ky. 40233
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THE PRESTAMP AND
STAMPLESS PERIOD

KENNETH R. DE LISLE, Editor
AN UNCATALOGED BELLVILLE, OHIO, OVAL
SUSAN M. McDONALD

Oval sha pes ha ve ma ny nin eteen th century postal history associat ions. Merchants'
cac he ts appea ring on co mme rcia l letter s were usuall y enclosed in an ova l design .
Forwarding agents handst amps such as Harnden 's a nd Hudson 's often occ urred in oval
form, as did ma ny well know n exp ress company mark ings, a nd a la rge number of varied
packet boat markings . Ma ny auxiliary or specia l use postal ha ndsta mps, such as Too Late,
Dead Letter O ffice, an d exchange mark ings on ma il to British North A me rica, took ova l
form. Ova l rat ing stamps, such as the fam iliar Bal tim or e 5 a nd 10, and the Savan na h Co n
federate PA ID 5 and 10 a re also know n.

Among the most important ma rkings in this shape were the man y ova l townm arks,
largely on sta mpless cove rs . Most of these markings were in use 1820-50, but they are
known earlier an d lat er - the A merican Stampless Cover Catalog list s a 179 1 exam ple
from Worces ter. Mass.. an d an A llegany, Cal, use in 1858. .

Four main sty les o f oval postma rks were used : rimless, single oval, double oval, an d
dou ble-lined ova l. S ize a nd sha pe va ried grea tly; a ltho ugh some ova ls may be sim ila r in size
and type face, there does not seem to have bee n a sta nda rd design (the Buffal o a nd Ut ica
dou ble ovals may be except ions) . Ma ny instru ments appear to ha ve been manu factu red
locally, perha ps by the postm asters themse lves. .

~'
OfUO .

.......-..

Figure 1. Oval postmark of BELLVILLE, OHIO, struck In blue on folded letter dated June 21,
1848.

After New Yo rk sta te (with abo ut 140 mai n types), Oh io is th e state with the largest num 
ber of ova l townmarks. T he ASCC list s 69 major typ es from 55 towns - the list co uld be
grea tly expanded by includ ing a ll co lo r a nd typesetting varieties. For exa m ple, th e 25x20
mm. dou ble ova l XEN IA OHIO in use 1821-42 occ urs with the month type-dated a nd day
in manusc rip t, wit h mo nt h a nd day both type-d at ed , and is kno wn in black , red , and gree n.

O ne list ing is for " BE LLVI LL E,jOHIO." , descr ibed as in use 1848-49, measuring 34x24
mm. in an irr egular ova l, reco rded in blue and black . Th e valua tio n is (B), $ 150-25 0 in 1978
when the ca ta log was publ ished . This is the markin g show n on the cover in Figure I. T he
folded letter is dat ed 1848 a nd the postmark is st ruck in deep blu e. Th e uneven and
hom em ade character of th e device is readil y see n. The attached letter was wr itten by A . J .
Beach who had been postmaster during the 1830s until June 4, 1842.
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Figure 2. Unlis ted oval of Bell vil le Ohio, In black on enve lope, dated Oct. 21,1850.

Abo ut two years ago a dealer sent me the cover shown in Figure 2, thinking it was the list
ed oval, and I nearl y returned it on the same assumptio n. Examination, however, proves it
different from the mark ing in Figure I in every respect. The oval measures 32x26 mm., the
lett ers are serifed but a different size and both upper and lower case, reading
"Bellville/Ohio." , struck in black. The enclosure remains . dated Oct. 21, 1850. Because the
mark ing is rat her faintly struck on the dark buff envelope, a tracing (Figure 3) is a lso
shown. Why a sma ll town like Bellville needed two oval postmarks in such a short period
can only be guessed - perhaps some thing happened to the fi rst instrument. Additi onal ex
amples might deter mine whether use overlapped. Reports of either Bellville oval would be
appreciated.

Figure 3. Tracing of postmark on cover In Figure 2.

Bellville is a sma ll community in Richland county about ten miles south of Ma nsfield.
According to Howe's Historical Collections of Ohio ( 1896) it was almost entirely rebuilt
following an 1882 lire. The nam e has some times been spelled " Belleville" - it appeared
with this spelling in early Offi cial Registers. the 1857 edit ion being the first to use
" Bellville," with the two versions alternating thereafter for severa l edit ions. The Bellville
post office was established Jan . 22, 1824. Manu script postmarks are known, the earlie st so
far recorded being dated Jul y 4, 1829, franked by Beach. The manuscript postmarks show
both spellings. The first recorded hand starnped postmark, a 30.5 mm. circle known 1843
46, used " BEL LEVILLE." A seco nd circle marking (30 rnrn.. 1850) had the
"BELL VILL E" spelling. The oval instru ments apparently came between the two circle
ones. The postm aster listed in the 1845 Offi cial Register was Elijah Clark, while Jackson
Moore was named in the 1847 and 1851 editions (1849 not avai lable). Probably Moo re was
responsible for the design and preparati on of the oval devices.

I want to thank Charles I. Ball for supplying some details on the Bellville post office.
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
DOMESTIC POSTAL RATES FOR THE 1847 ISSUE PERIOD: PART 3
DUANE B. GARRETT, R.A. 1614

This is the last of a three a rticle se ries deal ing with the basic domestic rates applica ble to
the U.S. 1847 issue. T he first a rt icle, which ap pea red in th e November 1980 Chronicle.
dea lt wit h the 5c and JOc rates an d multip les thereof; the second , which appea red in the
Feburary 198 1 Chronicle. cove red the "Californ ia" rat es, and this final one will deal with a
number of remaining rates such as those ap plicable to dro p letters and way usages.

DR'OP LETTERS
Un de r the "Act of Congress of Congress of March 3, 1845" .

All drop letters, or letters placed in any post office, not for transmi ssion by mai l, but for
delivery only, sha ll be cha rged with postage at the rate of two cents each .

Figure 1. This Is a drop letter cover, the 5c stamp overpaying the two cent drop letter rate.
The markings, all In blue, are characteristic of Philadelphia, (Photo by Richard Wolffers, lnc.)

The cover shown in Fig ure I is an example of such a d rop lett er. Whi le the cover bea rs no
town postmark, the stamp is ca nce lled by two han dstam ps that a re unique to Philad elph ia,
blue " FR EE" an d " PA ID" markings in dou ble-line octagons. Ad ditiona lly, the cove r has a
blue Philad elp hia numera l "2" ra ting mark in double circles. Th is an d the ot her dr op letters
fro m thi s co rresponde nce a ll have full st ree t addresses, a fact that has led Creighton C. H art
to theorize that per ha ps the sender did not entirely "waste" three cents as the sta mp may
have a lso pai d delivery cha rges. ' It is ce rtain ly curious that no 5c bisect covers have been
discover ed as they cou ld have bee n used to pay a number of rat es such as this one as there
was no officia l prohibitio n aga inst bisectio n duri ng th e 1847 issue per iod .

WAY L ETT ERS
A way letter is a cove r picked up by a mail carrier on his "way" bet ween post offices . If

the ca rrier had a cont ract with the Post Office Depa rtment , no ad dit iona l cha rge was ma de
for thi s service . Nu mer ous exa mples exist of such contrac t ca rrier way letter s, with the
folded letter s or envelope conte nts indi ca ting a d ifferent or igin tha n tha t of the tow n post
mark . T he marking " WAY 5," which is so metimes see n on cove rs that first entered th e post
office a t Ba ltimore, is ap parently a refer ence to such con tract carrier way service. If the

I. Chronicle 75:119.
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Figure 2. This cover originated at Mobile, Alabama, on July 27, 1848, and was sent by a non 
contract carrier to New Orleans where the stamp was cancelled In black. The manuscript
"Way 1" Indicates the additional one cent to be collected from the recipient for this service.
(Photo by Richard WolHers, lnc.)

ca rrier lacked a co nt ract with th e Post O ffice Depa rtme nt he was entitled to a one cent fee
for his services for bringing the cove r (a nd an y mo ney collected) to the nearest post office.
Figure 2 is an exa mple of such a non-con tr act ca rrier way letter. T his cove r orig ina ted at
M ob ile, Alaba ma, a nd, ra ther th a n enteri ng the post office there, was carried by a non
co ntract ca rri er to New Orlean s where the frequ entl y seen black grid ca ncel was applied.
The manu script " Way 1" indi cates the one cent fee th at th e carrier was ent itled to; a cha rge
that th e recipient then paid .

STEAM BOAT L ETTERS

.t~ t" 17:::ti~

fO't'L

Figure 3. This cover Illustrates the two cent steamboat letter rate. The "TROY & NEW YORK
STEAM BOAT" and "2cts." markings are In blue. (Photo by Richard Wolffers, lnc.)

M ail ca rried by a non-contra ct steam boa t was subject to a n addit iona l charge of two
cents, so metimes ca lled the "Captain 's Fee ." This rate ha d been in effec t since the " Ac t of
C ongress of Mar ch 3, 1825." The only exception to this rate was the proviso that the cha rge
for such serv ices on Lake Erie was one cent per letter. Fig ure 3 shows an excellent illustra-
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tion of this two cent ra te . The cover o riginated at New York C ity (a s revea led by the con
tent s) a nd tr avelled to Alba ny , N .Y .. via non -cont ract carrier stea mboat (t he famil iar
" T RO Y & N EW YO RK STEAM BOAT" in rectan gle). The "2cts ." in double circle
represen ts the tw o ce nt steam boat rate which was passed on to the ad dressee .

ADVERTISE D L ETTERS

.., .

Figure 4. Uncalled-for mall such as this cover was advertised In a local paper or papers. Th e
cost of this service, up to a maximum of four cents, was passed on to the rec ipient. (Photo by
John C. Peyton, M.D .)

Uncalled for mail was to be adve rtise d in the loca l pap er or papers having thc la rgest cir
culat ion at cost with the maxim um charge per letter not to exceed four cents, this fee to be
collected fro m the recipient , Figure 4 is a n exa m ple of such a cover. T his enve lope
origina ted at Cambridge. Mass., and went to New Yo rk C ity where it ap pa ren tly
languished for so me t ime . A red ha ndst am p "A DVE RT ISE D 4 cts." was a pplied indicat ing
the maximum rate was cha rged and th c st ree t add ress of 673 Broadway was pencilled in as
well. The sca rcity of adve rt ised covers during the 1847 issue period demonstra tes how un
wieldy this syste m was.

FORW ARDED L ETTERS

Figure 5. This cover originated at New York City and went to Newbern, N.C ., from whe re It
was forwarded to Beaufort, N.C ., at an additional cost of 5c which was collected fr om the ad
dressee. (Photo by Richard WolHers, lnc.)
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A forwarded lett er is one that has bee n re-rou ted from th e origina l destin ation to some
ot her post office at the behest of eit he r the sen de r or the add ressee. In such event, add itiona l
postage is cha rged for the dist ance be twee n the orig ina l des tinat ion an d the ultim at e one.
Figu re 5 illust rates such a usage. Th is cove r ente red th e mail s a t New Yo rk City, the 10c
sta mp payi ng the over 300 mil e ra te to Newbern , N .C. The Newbern postm aster then
forwa rded the letter to Beaufort, N .C; a pplying the blue Newbern town postm ark a nd the
large num er a l "5," also in the sa me color. T he 5c und er 300 mile rate was collected from the
recipient.

M ISSENT A D FORWARD ED L ETTERS

/

f

":I.f

..
, .

Figure 6. Th is lett er originated at Washington, D.C ., and was missent to New York City ra ther
tha n going to Philadelphia as Intended. The cover was forwarded without additional charge
to Phil adelphia by the New York City Post Offi ce whe re th e hand stamp " MISSENT" was ap
plied. (Photo by Rlchared Wolffers, lnc.)

A missen t a nd forwa rded lett er is one tha t has been sent to the wro ng destin at ion due to
a n er ro r by the post office. No addi t iona l cha rge was made for such lett ers. Figure 6 is a
cove r that origina ted at Washin gt on D.C. , was missent to New York City rather than
Phil ad elphia , and was then forwarded by the New York Post Office (red to wn postm a rk )
which a pp lied the st ra ight line "M ISS ENT " marking, thereby ind icating th at no further
cha rge sho uld be ma de on this letter.

DEM ONETI Z ED USAGES
Th e 5c and 10c 1847 sta m ps were dem onetized as of Jul y I, 1851, the Post Offi ce Depart

ment decl aring that th ey were no longer valid for . post age co mme ncing with th at date.
Figure 7 is a n illustrat ion of a 5c sta mp used a fte r dem on et izati on . This cover bears a red
Bost on town postm ark dat ed Jul y 16 th at includes the ra ting "Bets." in add itio n to the well
known black sma ll Boston" PA ID" ca ncel. This is a n 185 \ yea r use accord ing to both the
ca nce l types a nd the rece iving not ati on on the reve rse of th e cove r, indicating it ~vas used
sixteen days a fter dem on eti za tion . This sta m p was evide nt ly accepted as paym ent in full for
the then current three cent rat e. Most surviving exa m ples of such dem onetized per iod 1847
sta mps show tha t they were accepted as if va lid.

CONCLUSIO N
Thi s series of articles was design ed to acco mplish tw o purposes. Th e first was to serve as a

basic discussion of the domestic rat es enco unte red on covers with 1847 issue sta mps. The
second was to "flush out" examples of other dom esti c rates such as th ose a pplied to
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Figure 7. The 5c stamp was accepted as paying the three cent rate In effect on July 16, 1851
- a use sixteen days after demonetization of the 1847 Issue. (Photo by Richard Wolffers,
lnc.)

lithographed circulars and handbill s, magazines, newspapers and periodicals as well as
sparking a general discussion of unusual rate covers. To date, interesting and informed
comments have been received from Henry L'C. Wenk, III , Herman " Pat" Herst, J r., and
Calvet M. Hahn. I would encourage other readers to contac t me so that any unusua l rat ing
covers they know of can be dealt with in a future art icle.
" Stam ps are most valued where

best they are knorvn ." - Anonymous

When selling your collection, call An-

drew Levitt. His appreciation for fine

stamps, cultivated by a lifetime in

philately, will bring you full value for

your collection.

Andrew Levitt, Inc.
A me rica's leading buyer of select 19th century U.S. material.

(203) 743·2016

Box 342 Danbury; Connecticut 06B10
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.. .No charge
for executing

bids .

__ .Bid by

Pho ne . by Moi l .
or in per so n .

BUYER OR SELLER
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

S"
:j!<'-:"- ~. ..~~sp.tctall!l

~~~jj" If" ~l1r
'"tdalists®

SELLERS:
Our co rnrrus sion is only 10%
of pr ice r ea li ze d · no lo tn nq
cha r g es . bu t we do have
rrun irrr urn s a cceptable .
Con tact u s. descr ibi nq yo ur
m o ter iol be fo re se ndi ng it to
us . We ca n help yo u dec ide
whe ther to sell out r ight or on
co ns i g n ment. W ith yo u r
d e scr ip t ron . incl u de you r
address and telephone no .

BUYERS:
TO SECURE O UR NEXT
AUCT ION CAT AL OG
REMIT 75 ' (o r) s1.50 FO R
CAT AlOG AND PRICES
REALIZED . 1- YEAR
SUBSCRIPTION $8 .50
U.S. (O VERSEA S $ 12.50) .

A prem ium of 10% is
added to the "Hamme r"
pri ce as part of the to tal
purchase p rice .

Schiff Auctions Feature:
• Singles & Blocks • Coils & Booklets • Plate Blocks
• Postal History • Major Errors • Freaks & Varieties
• Fi rst Day Covers • WholeSale loIs • Collections

U.S., U.N.

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT!
"HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN A STAMP AUCTION"

5t h Edition - Illustrated 32 -page Book
Prepared to Assist Buye rs or Sellers - 50¢

Jacqucg ~.~cl)iff, Jr.,]nc.
Licensed & Bonded Auctlone.rs £. Established 19047

195 Main SI.. Ridgefield Park. N.J. 07660 Tele. een641 ·5566. from N.Y.C. 662·2777
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THE 1851-61 PER IOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc, Editor
LOS ANGELES: THE 1851 -61 PERIOD
JEROME SC HWIMMER

INTROD UCTION
This article will deal with both postal and private express company use from Los Angeles

of sta mps and posta l sta tionery issued in the 1851-61 period. Stampless covers from Los
Angeles dur ing this same period were discussed in an earlier Chronicle articl e published in
May 1980 ( 106:86-92).

The ear liest known use of a starnped cover from Los Angeles is 1854. although the office
was estab lished in 1850. All earlier known covers are sta rnpless. the 1847 issue is not
known from Los Angeles; the earliest sta mps on Los Angeles covers are from the 1851
issue.

I

"

. .~

Figure 1. Earli
est known hand
stamped Los An 
gel es townmark
on c o ver with
adhesive stamp.

POSTMARKS OFTHE PERIOD
A manuscript postmark was used in Los Angeles from 1850 to 1854, as was discussed and

illustr ated in the previous Chronicle article. The three primary types of handstamp post
marks used in the 1851-61 period are illust rated on the covers in Figures 1,2 and 3.

Figure 2. Town
mark type used
at Lo s Angeles
office 1855- 1858.

The earlies t handstamp postmark used in Los Angeles is a 32mm. undate d circle. The
postmark reads LOS ANGELES/CAL, entirely in upper case letters. Thi s style postmark,
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tota lly without' date indicia, was short- lived. Its use is documented only in 1855. It is shown
in Figure I cancelling an imperforate 10c green adhesive of the 1855 issue.

The succeeding postmark s used in the period all bore month and day of use but did not
show year of use. The 32 mm . postm ark , with modifications, was used in this office from
1855 to 1858. The double circle variety of th is dated postmark , shown in Figure 2, also can
cels an 1855 10c imperfora te. The docket entry on this cover is April 16, 1856.

1 / (

Figure 3. Balloon townmark; use begun In 1858.

Beginning in 1858 and cont inuing through the I860s, a 38 m rn. single circle " balloon"
postmark was used in the Los Angeles office. This postmark reads LOS ANGE LES/ Ca l.
Its early use is shown in Figure 3, cancelling a 3c imperforate stamp of the 1851-56 issue,
paying the under 3,000 mile rate to Benicia , Ca l.

No stra ightline, oval, rimless or other type of postmark is known used at Los Angeles in
the 1851-61 period .

THE PRI VATE EXPRESS COMPAN IE S
In th is 1851 -61 per iod, adequa te mail service was not provided by the Post Office Depart 

ment to California. Ser vice, especially to the mining camps and towns in the interior of the
state, was provided la rgely by the private express companies. The franked envelopes of four
express companies are known used from Los Angeles in the 1851-61 period. They are il
lustrated in Figures 4, 5,6 and 7.

Figure 4. Cover
ca rr ie d by pri 
vat e express
company from
Los Angeles to
gold rush town.
Note use of ad 
hesives.

The law required that the regular postage rates be paid on all letters, even when carried
outside the mai ls by the private express companies. Following the first issuance of govern-
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ment stamped envelopes on July I, 1853, lett ers carried outside the mails were required to
be enclosed in such envelopes. Many examples of disregard of the law by express companies
in this period are found.

Express company Los Angeles markings are known in the 1851 -61 period only for A dams
& Co.. Pacific Exp ress Co.. Freema n & Co.. and Wells Fargo & Co. While others provided
express service 'to Los Angeles in this period, there is no evidence of Los Angeles markings
of any other compa ny.

Adams & Co. was the first express company to employ a Los Angeles handstamp.
Adams opened its office in Los Angeles for the conduct of an express and banking business
in 1853 and continued its opera tion until its financial failure and collapse in 1855. At the
time of its failure, it was the la rgest of the western express companies. A cover car ried by
Adams & Co. from Los Angeles to Bidwells Bar, a northern Ca lifornia mining town, is
shown as Figure 4. The cover bears the single oval Adams & Co. Los Angeles town of origin
mark ing, together with the Company's double circle Sa n Francisco transit mar king and the
Company's paid oval markin g. The 3c postage is paid to the government by a strip of three
Ic imperfora te sta mps of the 1851 -56 issue. The stam ps were likely precancelled by Ada ms
&Co.1

Figure 5. Carried
outside U.S.
malls by Pacific
Express Co. with
company's Los
Angeles mark
Ings.

Pacific Express Co. was organized in early March 1855 by employees of the defunct
Adams & Co. This company appears to have gained substantia l control of the limited ex
press business of Los Angeles in 1856, but by Apr il 1857 Pacific Express Co. was in finan
cial difficult ies, and it ceased all its operations. A 10c Nesbitt envelope with Pacific Express
Co. Los Angeles oval handstamp is shown as Figure 5. While the government charge (for
doing nothing) was prepaid , it appears from the C.O.D. marking that the express compa ny
charge for car rying the letter was not paid until delivery to the addressee in New York.

Also following the failure of the giant Adams & Co., John M. Freeman, an early Califor
nia expressman, aga in organ ized a Freeman & Co.'s Express. It was short-lived, being ab
sorbed by Wells, Fargo & Co. by 1860. During its relati vely short existence, Freeman & Co.
extended its business throughout the Ca lifornia mining region, and carried express to the
Atlantic Sta tes and to Europe. Shown in Figure 6 is a 3c Nesbitt envelope bearing Freeman
& Co.'s Express print ed scroll frank, with the envelope stamp cancelled by the company's
Los Angeles oval handstamp .

Wells, Fargo & Co. first offered its services to Los Angeles (in conjunction with Leland &
McCombe 's Express) in 1854. By 1860, Wells, Fargo was preeminent in the express field.
Shown on 3c entire in Figure 7 is an example of the early woodblock printed Wells, Fargo &

I. Ernest A. Wiltsee, The Pioneer Miner and the Pack M ille Express. California Historical Society,
San Francisco, 1931.
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Figure 6. Carried
by Freeman &
Coo's Express,
another short
lived private ex
press company.

Co. frank, which is seldo m found used from Los Angeles. T he envelope stamp is cancelled
by the ea rly type Los Ange les company cancel. As in the preceding examples, the express
company carried the mail for which it was paid by the sender (or recip ient). In addition, the
sender was requ ired to pay the govern ment postage rat e.

Figure 7. Early
type woodblock
frank of Wells,
Fargo & Co. on
cover carried
outside U.S. mall
from Los Ange
les to San Fran -
cisco.

POST AL RAT ES AN D ROUTES
T he act of March 3, 1855, made prepa yment compulsory on domestic mail, effective

Apri l I, 1855. The prepa id rate for 3,000 miles or less remained at 3c. The rate for over 3,
000 miles was fixed at IOc.

Prior to 1858, substantially all of the mail leaving Los Angeles was ca rried by stage,
wagon, oxcart or horseback to the por t at San Pedro, where it was tra nsfer red by lighters to
waiting ships. Mail for the commercial and mining centers to the nor th was then carried by
the coastwise shipping to San Fran cisco. Mail for the East was, for the most part , carri ed by
ship to Pan ama , where it was tran s-shipped across the Isthmus and placed upon U.S. bound
ships.

These rates and routes are illustrated by the covers shown in Figure s I to 7. Figure s I and
2 show the over 3,000 mile rate to the east coast and Figure 5 shows the same rate on an ex
press cover - all presumably transported by ship via Panama. The 3,000 mile-and-under 3c
rate is shown in Figure 3, and Figure s 4, 6 and 7 illustr ate that rate on express covers - all
addressed to points in Californ ia.
Chronicle l iD / May 1981 / Vol. 33. No.2 99
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Figure 8. Pic 
torial overland
and stage coach
cover post-
marked Los
Angeles and
routed via But
terfield Southern
Overland mall.

A mail contract was awarded on Septembe r 16, 1857, to Jo hn Butterfield and associa tes
for mail to be car ried by stagecoach overland from Sa n Fra ncisco to S1. Louis via Los
Angeles, the tr ip to be made in 25 or fewer days over an approximately 2,880 mile route
through Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas . The Southern Overland Mail service was com
menced on September 16, 1858, and continued until it became a casualty of secession and
civil war in 1861. A pictoria l stagecoach cover with printed routing instruc tion per overland
mail via Los Angeles is shown in Figure 8. The large circle Los Angeles postmark cance ls
the 10c adhesive, paying the over 3,000 mile rate to Michigan . Such printed pictorial
stagecoach covers are seldom found used from Los Angeles, their use being genera lly re
stricted to the then more important commercial and mining towns to the nort h.

Figure 9. Cover carried by Wells, Fargo agent from Los Angeles to St. Louis where It was
placed In the U.S. mall. Cover was underpaid at 3cj It should properly have been rated at 10c
for over 3,000 miles.

The cover illustrated in Figure 9 was carried in the Wells, Fargo & Co. pouch by an agent
of that company riding aboard a Butter field coach from Los Angeles to S1. Louis via the
Southern Overland Mail Route. It bears the point of origin Los Angeles Wells Fa rgo com
pany marking. The letter was placed in the U.S. mail at S1. Louis where it was post-
100 Chronicle 110 I May 1981 I VoI.33 .No.2



marked, and carried to its destination, th e Pen sion Offi ce in Wa shington , D.C. Th e th ree
cents post age it bea rs would ha ve been ade qua te to ca rry th e lette r from Los An geles to S t.
Loui s (at the under-3,aaa mil e "over the mounta ins rate") or fro m St. Loui s to Wa shin gt on ,
D.C. , a distance clea rly within the th ree cents rate. The applicab le rate, howe ver, for th is
lell er origina ting at Los Angeles, ca rried outside the mail s to St. Loui s and in the U .S . mail
to the east coast, was clearly ten cents - the over -3,aaa mile rate . The three cents fran ked
cover is clearly unde rpaid .

.,
~

,-

~/ t / ' .
", ~

( /,

Figure 10. Patriotic cover from Los Angeles to Canada West , exchanged at Chicago. il 
lustrates West Coast to Canada 15c rate .

The fifteen cents We st Co ast to Ca nada rate is illu strat ed in Fig ure 10 , paid by th e four
adhesives o f the 1857-60 issues, cancelled by two large circle Los Angeles postmarks. Th e
Chicago exchange marking suggests that the cover was rou ted via the centra l over land
rou te . Few Civi l Wa r patriotic envelopes a re known used fro m Los Angeles . A ll k nown uses
are addressed to Canada! T he illustrat ed cove r re presen ts the only know n pr e-wa r use of a
pa tri oti c cover from Los A ngeles.

CONCLUSION

Throu ghou t the 1851-61 period , Los Ange les re mained a sma ll town with strong in
fluences co nt inuing from the Mexica n period . It was rela tively lill ie cha nged by the Go ld
Ru sh which so ra dica lly tr a nsformed m uch of Califo rnia. It s economy was la rgely based on
ca ttle raising . A relat ively sma ll vo lume of mail wa s genera ted a t Los Angeles during this
period. Net proceeds fro m the Los A ngeles, San Francisco and Sacramento post offi ces
thr ough ou t the period a re shown be low for compa rison purpo ses.'

Fisca l Year Los Angeles S an Fran cisco Sacra mento

1852 s 52. s 758. S 3,645.
1854 219. 92,049 . 7. 168.
1856 334. 103,6 15. 14,848.
1858 303 . 11 1.466. 15.144.

Any info rmation from readers re lating to ea rly Los An geles covers would be grea tly ap
preciated a nd woul d be used in preparing a compilation o f known covers .

2. W. N . Frickstad , A Century ofCalifornia Post Offi ces . Oa kland , Ca lifo rn ia, 1955.
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THE U.S. ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1861:
THE CORRECTED RECONSTRUCTION OF THE TOP ROW

OF THE LEFT PANE OF PLATE 3

MORTIMER L. NEINKEN AND ROLAND H. CIPOLLA II

Plat e 3 of the On e Cen t stam p was a ppa re nt ly pre pa red in early spring of 1856. It
developed nu mer ous surface crac ks during its ma nufac ture and these cracks developed
ra pidly. Becau se of thi s a nd perh ap s some seve re acc ide nt, the plat e was used for a very
short tim e . Therefor e, co m pa ra tively few exa m ples from th is plat e ex ist a nd the shortage of
exa mples has made the recon structi on of thi s plat e exceedingly diffi cult.

This was particul arl y tru e in asse mbling copi es for the recon structi on of th e top row. For

tunately suffic ient pairs and st rips wer e avail abl e to reconstruct th e ent ire top row of the
right pan e. But only one pai r was available from the top row of th e left pan e (Pos itio ns 3
4L3 ). This pai r was definitel y plat ed becau se ofa tie in with a vert ica l st rip (4- 14-24 L) , 24 L
being one of the position s in th e fork ed lightning crack.* T he othe r definitely known posi
tion was 1OL3, since a co py was ava ilable sho wing the cente r line of the plat e.

In the late 1950s Mr. S ta nley B. Ash br ook mad e a serio us attempt to assemble
pho togr aphs of every kn own stam p which could be attributed to Plat e 3. He wro te to his
num er ous collector friend s and as ked them to send a ll of their Plate 3 mat er ial to him . He
photographed all of the se on 8 x 10 plat es, 36 plat es in a ll. Seven sets o f prints were mad e
and distributed to the seve n students who fina nced the project. Th ese photographs were th e
basic source for the recon struction of thi s pla te as far as it has progressed.

Figure 1. Vertical pair, positions 6-16L3. This pair had a
key role In reconstruction of the top row of the left pane of
Plate 3.

O f the top ro w illustrated positi on s which definit ely did not belon g in the right pane, there
wer e two vertica l pairs. On e pair now identified as 6- 16L3 is illustrat ed (Figure I). This pair
played a mo st impor tant part in correctly co m plet ing the recon struct ion , as not ed below.
The other exa m ples were a ll single co pies. T hree of th ese showed a curl in the "S" of
POSTAG E and , therefore, belonged togeth er . These "S" curls, the shoulder curl s on Plate
7 sta m ps, th e "0" curls on Plat e 7, etc., wer e ca used by so me foreign mat erial adhering to
the tr ansfer roll , a nd as the roll was used to transfer subsequent positions thi s foreign sub
stance di sappeared.

* See Nei nken book page 228.
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Knowledge that the three "S" curl positions be longed together and definite identification
of 4l and IOl meant these positions must belong between 5l and 9 l, but which were the y?
Neinken theor ized th at this curl originated on the transfer roll after the transfer of the cen
te r line position, IOl, a nd he ass ume d tha t "S" cur l positions might be 7-8-9 L.

;tl~~~-~-;li" ,.,.
,~~
,h Figure 2. Horizontal

strip of three, positions
8-9 -10L3. This strip
helped determine the
location of the "S" curl
positions.

A bout four mo nt hs ago, a hori zon ta l st rip, (F igu re 2), was submitted to The Phil a telic
Fo unda tion for a certificate. It was immedia te ly ident ified as belongin g in the top row of
Plat e 3, and the right stam p as definit ely IOU. So the st rip plates 8-9- 1OU, proving th at
the reconstruct ion in th e Ne inke n book was inco rrect and that the pos it ion shown as I U on
page 235 was ac tua lly 8U. Since we now have definite plati ng of3-4 l and 8-9- IOl, the "S"
cu rl pos itions had to be 5-6-7U. The vertica l pai r (Figure I) now ide ntified as 6-16U
showe d part of the adjoi ning stamp on the left and the vertica l al ignment and spacing be
twee n. Therefo re, it was possible to place each "S" curl position properly.

Thus I and 2U remained to be pla ted. O n a recent visit to l os Angeles to Mr. Earl Oa k
ley, Ron Cipolla was indeed surp rised that M r. Oakley had a top row pair shown in the
N einken book plating as 5-6U. We note that the plat ing drawings of 3-4U show a short

Corrected or Improved drawings for positions 66R3, 67R3, 7R3, and 40L3.
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vertica l line in the leg of "P" of POSTAG E. The Oak ley pair also showed this line.
Therefo re, under the same theory as the origin of the"S" curls, 3-4L3 and the Oakley pair
must be contiguo us and the positions are 1-2L3, and the positions of the second vertica l pair
are 2- l2L3 . . ,

Mr. Oakley's genero us coope ration is deeply ap preciated by the authors.
The position shown in the Neinken book as 2L3 is actually 9L3. This position was

or iginally plated from a photograph and the part curl in the "S" of POST AG E has now
proven to be inconsistent. The two vertical pairs have enabled the authors to definitely plate
12 and l 6L3.

Separa te sheets of the correct reconstr uction are included in this issue of the Chronicle in
the correct size so that they can be placed over the incorrect plating. .

In the recent Ryohei Ishikawa sale by Sot heby Park e Bernet, a number of items to be
sold were made available prior to the sale by Mr. Andrew Levitt. These permitted the con
firmation of positions 66-67R3 and new improved plating drawings are now provided; also a
plating drawing of 40L3 . The original plating drawi ng of 7R3 in the Neinken book was
made from a photograph. Since then actual exam ples have been made available to Ron
Cipolla who has discovered the plate crack on this posit ion. A revised drawing is herewith
included. The above illustrat ions are in the proper size so tha t they can be placed over the
correspondi ng posit ions in the Ne inken book.

As in the past, if additional information and/or examples become availab le, it is hoped
that the reconst ructio n of Plate 3 can be completed at some futur e time, and the results of
any progress will be published in future issues of the Chronic le.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

HELP NEEDEDI U.S.P.C.S. member making
census of plate Bloc ks before #206. Also Plate
strips of rare numbers. No proofs. For census
for m please write: John Chap in, Manch ester, VI.
05254.

ALWAYS BUYING BLACK JACK trial colors,
proofs, paper folds, spec imens and bette r can
cels off -cover; stri ctly a collector! R. W. Gesell ,
Box 8248 , Ann Ar bor, Mich . 48107.

WANTED: 3c 1851 position 49L3 on cove r. Will
buy or trade to your satisfaction. Other 3 rows
positions considered but must be on cover .
James H. Cochrane, 5300 Sherluck Rd., Virg inia
Beach, Va. 23462.

BUYING NEW JERSEY COVERS before 1900
Manuscript , stampless, RR'S, advertising , fancy
cancels, etc . Send insured with pr ice or for offe r
to W. G. Kremp er, Box 693, Bartow, FL 33830 .

WANTED: U.S. 18511c IMPERFS, singles, multi 
ples , covers or spec ialized collections. Send
priced or for offe r. J. M. Poellot, P.O. Box 826,
Cupe rtino, Calif. 95015. (408)253-1100.

WANTED: U1-U33, en tir es , clear cancels .
Wasserman , c/o Bama , 4007 Park Ave., Union
City , N.J. 07087. .

DIE ESSAY WANTED for the 5c and 10c 1847's ,
ha ving the vi g nettes and fr ames prin ted
sepa rately on paper or card , in the issued colors
or trial colors. Creighton C. Hart , 2700 Veron a
Rd., Shawnee Mission , Kansas 66208.

WANTED: FANCY CANCELS. Scarce types , on
or off cover. Name your price. Steve n Hines , Box
229, Oak Lawn , III. 60453.

WANT ED: SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS or
single pes. of U.S. #11, #26, #63, #65, #68, #68,
#73, #113-114, and Wells Fargo adhesives. J. M.
Poellot , P.O. Box 826, Cupertino , Calif. 95015.
(408)253-1100.

WANTED: 1Pa large die proof on white bond
paper with cross-hatching . John A. Lange , Jr .,
Root Rd., R.D. #2, Ballston Spa , N.Y. 12020.

WHY NOT sell your better Black Jack covers at
aucti on pr ice s, to a collector? Robert G.
McClellan , Box 563, Northbrook, IL 60062.

CLASSIC U.S. used price list free. Many pic
tured. Fair pr ices. SASE. ISC, Box 56C, Ankeny,
Iowa 50021.

ELBE COVER ALBUMS #250 wanted. Jim
Kesterson, Box 8097, Cincinnati, 045208.

YOUR AD HERE FOR

50c a line. Send your payment to

Dale R. Pulv er ,
7725 Beaver Creek Dr. ,
Mentor , Oh io 44060.

Next Deadline June 15.
104 Ch ronicle 110 / May 1981 / Vol. 33, No.2



o
::r..,
0
::l;:; .
;;-
-
;:;
--.
~

'"'<
~
00-
--.
<
0
r:
...........
z
P
N

o
'J>
0
0
~

~

~
iD
Q.
Q.
~

III

~
::l
cc
III

0'
~

'D
ED

CC
~

I\)
Co)
(II

~~\I
_.'1. . HI' . ..~ -.,

2- ....... • . • ~ \ / .. .. . • • ~ \ ·· 0. .... • • ~ . \

z .,~ ~ ' ~ . '~ ... .~~. ~~~~
~

5'
~
~
::l

0
::l
~

0
~a-
D"
0
0
?'

HCQ.'W a...f. 'lfno"(A.



POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consignm ent to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.O. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
106
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
Sin Anselmo, CI . 94960 USPCS

CSA
BUYERS AND SELLERS OF QUALITY NINmENTH CENTURY

UNITED STAlES srAMPS

RESERVE A COPY OF OUR PREMIER NET PRICE SALES

Box 854 Fort Lee, N.J. 07024

(201) 886·1820
Chro nicle 110 / May 198 1 / Vol. 33. No .2
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It took
a great

deal
to develop

your
collection

e Greg Mann ing Company, Inc .

It took a grea t deal of t ime,
effort and money to develop
your collection into what it is
today. Selling your pr ized
collect ion can often be just
as difficult. There are man y
d ifferent dealers offering a
wide range of serv ices, and
select ing the proper dea ler is
impor tant. Your choice of a

dealer will affect the pri ce
you receive for you r stamp s.

Buy ing direc tl y fro m the
collec tor has been the corn er
stone of our bus iness. An d
since we realize how im po r
tant it is fo r us, we continually
str ive to give the seller of fine
stamps the fa ire st possible

GREG
MANNING
COMPANY, INC.

treatment. Our buyers will
respond promptly and cour
teously, and will travel to view
large hold ings. Ou r buyers
have the marke t awareness
to pay you top market prices ,
without hagg ling . Most impor
tant , we pay for what we buy,
when we buy, right on the
spot.

don't take a
lesserdeal
when selling it!
Call toll free
800- 631·1245

128 Passaic Avenue
Fairfield, N.J. 07006.
(201) 228.5400 ~D~
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CORRECTION

An error appea red in the caption accomp anying Figure 4 in the Los Angeles sta mpless
period article published in the Chronicle or May 1980 ( 106:86-92). The Ophir and Gold Hill
referred to in the Wells Fargo cancel and in the address on the envelope a re clearly Califor
nia towns or that period. While " Ophirs" and "G old Hills" abounded in the western states,
any attempt to locate either or these towns in Oregon or anywhere but Californ ia for this
cover was in erro r.

..

The caption in the May 1980 article also erred in its suggestion as to origin and rout ing or
the cover. The cover originated in Los Angeles, where it was postmarked, and was placed in
the hands or the express company for final carriage to its fraterna l lodge destination in
California's Mother Lode country.
TEN CENT GREEN: FURTHER COMMENTS

In response to Ca l Hahn 's sta tement (Chronicle 109:8) that Scott catalogers believe that
more 10c Type II I ap pear on the market than Type II , and that only long term sta tistics
would prove otherwise, Frank S. Levi, Jr., has furnished data for the imperfora te sta mps
#14 (Ty pe II) and #15 (Type III ). He has kept annual record s for 30 years or a ll sta mps or
fered and illustra ted in auction cata logs or private treaty lists. The figures a re for orr-cover
stamps. Although some individual years show a few more Ill' s than II' s, the 30 year total
supports Mr. Levi' s argument that II' s are commoner than Ill 's: Type II (#14) 4284; Type
III (#15) 3839. It can be observed that the ratio between these totals is very close to that be
tween the actual quant ities or each type on the plate.
P. O. Box 615

Clearance Sale-Multilith Chronicles
Sets of 4-8 different issues $3 each

The earl iest checks w ill rece ive 8 different. the next ones
7 different. and so on ti ll all are gone .

ORDER EARL Y FOR THE BEST BARGAIN

JACK L. JENKINS
B loomington. III. 61701
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THE 1861 -69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

WILLIAM K. HERZO G, Assoc. Editor
PLATE VARIETIES ON THE 12c STAMPS OF 1861-68 , PART II

RICHARD B. GRAHAM
The February 1980 Chronicle. No. 105, carried an art icle displaying two d ifferent 12c

1861 stam ps with plat e varieties, plus a confirming copy on one of the var ieties. These were
all fro m th e collect ion of Ray Vogel , an d th e first of the two , Figures I and IA in the art icle,
seemed to form a patt e rn of sorts, alt ho ugh the ma rkings were termed scratc hes . T he word
" scratch," o f course, in th e sense used here, usua lly refer s to a n accidental gouge in the
plate . Such are usu all y ca used by a hard , sha rp-edged object ha ving bee n dropped on the
plate so th at it skidded a long, cutt ing a cu rved groove wh ich wo uld ho ld ink an d thu s ap
pear pri nted in th e co lo r of the stamp.

Figure 1. At left, a con 
firming copy of the
Roland Rustad 12c
plate variety. At right,
a confirming copy of
the variety of Figure 1,
page 38 , Chronicle
105, with a nice San
Francisco "cogwheel"
killer. (Courtesy Peter
Stafford.)

Mr. Pet er S tafford , Hon. Secreta ry of the America n Sta mp C lub of Great Br itain ,
reports two exam pies of pla te va riet ies on th e 12c, one be ing a confirmi ng co py of Fig ure 1
in the prev iou s art icle, an d the ot he r apparen t ly a copy of a 12c plate va riet y described by
Rola nd Ru stad in Chronicles 83 an d 102, August 1974 and May 1979. In the la tt er ar ticle,
Mr. Ru st ad re po rte d six copies of the particul a r variety (wh ich ha s heavy lines thr ough

Figure 2. From New York to Ireland by American Packet, July 4,1867, carried by a pair
of 12c plate varieties. (Courtesy Ray Vogel.)
110 Chronicle liD /M ay 1981 / Vol. 33. No.2



Figure 2A. Enlarge
ment of the pai r of 12c
stamps on the cover of
Figure 1, showing the
"extra" lines sweep
Ing diagonally from the
top of the right-hand
margin downward to
the left.

"TA" of "POSTAGE"). two each being without gr ill (Scott No . 69), with "E" grill (No .
90), and with "F" grill (No. 97). Thu s, Mr. Sta fford is able to break Mr. Rustad 's tripl e tie,
report ing a third example without a grill. Mr. Stafford's examples are shown in Figure I,
the confirming copy of the stamp of Figure I in Chronicle 105 being at the right and the
other being the variety Mr. Rustad has reported on in quant ity.

Figure 2 shows a cover belonging to Mr. Ray Vogel with a pa ir of 12c 1861 stamps show
ing another plate variety. The cover, with the sta mps paying the 24c rate to Ireland in Jul y
of 1867, apparently originated in ew York. (A nice touch: the American Packet credit
markin g is dated Ju ly 4th .) Figure 2A is an enla rgeme nt of the right hand sta mp of the pair
on the cover and a port ion of the left stamp, with the area between . Figures 28 (left) and 28
(right) show the details of the plate variety. These drawings were don e by Dr. C. E. Taft , us
ing a camera lucida att achment on a binocular micro scope, and only the important detail of
the variety and enough of the design of the stamp is shown to locate and identify the variety.
The variety actuall y consists of several straight, parallel diagonal lines acros s the sta mp. As
always, these show best in the marg ins and white a reas of the sia mp design.

Figure 28 (left) . Drawing of the left side
of the right stamp of the pair of stamps
on the cover of Figure 2, showing the
"extra" lines. (Courtesy Dr. C. E. Taft.)

Figure 28 (right). The right-hand side of
the stamp of Figure 2, showing the "ex
tra" lines In the design and ma rgin.
(Courtesy Dr . C. E. Taft.)
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Figure 3. A 12c with a major plate variety on a cover sent from Bangor, Maine, to
France In 1865. (Courtesy Ray Vogel.)

Figure 3 di sp lay s yet another cover from the Vogel co llection bearing a 12c 186 1 stam p
with a plate variety. T his cover is a 15c rate from Bangor, Main e, to France in 1865, a 3c
1861 stamp being used with the 12c black. Figure 3A is a close-up of the 12c sta mp with
an other 12c, a confirming co py of the plate va riety, la id next to th e sta m p on the cov er. This
va riety has a lso been dr awn off by Dr. T aft , as shown in Figure 3B, both the left a nd right
border s of the stam p bein g sketc hed.

Figure 3 A. At
right, the stamp
on the cover of
F i g u r e 3 e n 
larged; at left, a
confirming copy
of the variety.

This va riety has essentially two pa ra llel curved lines, suc h as might depict the border of
an oval lying on its side. The lines pas s through the verti ca l ce nter of the sta mp, roughly
horizontally , with the curve con cave to the top of the stamp. The photos may not sho w th e
lines clearl y, particularly in the vignette po rtions of the sta mp, but the y do pa ss through th at
a rea . From their appearan ce, they suggest the idea of a calcula ted sha pe, a nd a lso suggest
they were on the plate before the position of the sta m p was entered. It is possib le the
pressure of the design on the transfer roll "closed" or ab sorbed portions of the line, but th ey
show clearly in the white portions of the stam p and in the margin s.

These unu sual plate va rieties have been termed "plate sc ra tc hes." In the writ er ' s opinion,
although "scratch" may be an ap propriate descript ive term, these plate varieties suggest
tha t they are portions of an old desig n not fully burnished away before the 12c entries were
112 Chro nicle 110 / May 1981 / Vol. 33. No .2



Figure 38. Drawing by Dr. C. E. Taft showing location and arrangement of "extra" lines
in the 12c design and the margins.

mad e. In sho rt, th is particula r 12c plat e ma y have been enter ed on a piece of steel used
previou sly for, perhap s, a ba nk no te or some othe r form of sec urity printing done by th e
Natio na l Banknote Com pa ny, who pr int ed these stamps.

In this wri te r's opinion, if any sta mp of the 1861 issue is ever to be plat ed , thi s is th e
logica l ca ndida te. Onl y one plat e, N o. 16, was used , and we presume th at there wer e two
pan es of 100 each. O ver 7,000,000 sta mps were pr int ed , which is a fair supply for plating, as
Plat e I o f the 12c of the 1851 issue has been plat ed wit h somewhat fewer stam ps than 7
m illion having been issued from that plate . Black stam ps are fine to work wit h when un
used , a ltho ugh with black ca ncella tions, port ions of the ca nce l a re so me times a bit difficult
to di stin gui sh from parts of the de sign witho ut high magni fica tion. H owever , our th ought is
th at the large number of pla te varieties of the 12c 186 1 stam p would be a stro ng aid in
plating it. Th e swee ping curves and ap pa rently designed sha pes of th e "scra tc hes " of these
plat e variet ies sugges t that they might form an ident ifiable pattern if laid out in their
ori ginal rela tive posit ion s. Wh o wa nts to pick up this as a ch all engin g lon g term project? Or
is so meone a lrea dy working at it?
TRIPLE GRILL VARIETIES
WILLIAM K. HERZOG AND LEONARD S. SHERIFF ','

Triple grill var ieties are ca used by the shee t of sta mps being fed three separa te times
bene ath the grilling roller. ' Co nsequently, the true variety mu st show three separa te and dis
tin ct ive grills: three full grills, two full grills plu s a split gr ill, one full grill plu s two split
grills, or three split grills. Th e neoph yte so metimes mist akenly confuses the double grill
va riety o f one full grill plus one split grill as the triple grill.

Wh y a shee t of sta m ps would be fed three, or even two times beneath the grilling roll er is
a matter of conjecture. S ome may contend it was done on purpose to correc t off-register
grills, a nd others may contend it was done inad vertently. A triple or double gri ll ordinarily
would result from eithe r event. One thin g is sure, howe ver , th e cha nce of finding a triple
grill , ca used by feeding a sheet three times, is extrem ely rem ot e.

Leonard Sheriff, a lmost unbelie vabl y, has recogni zed a nd obta ined tw o 12c " F" grill ex
am ples which were offered mistak enl y as double grills. Both sta m ps eventually recei ved P.

I. Although highly unlikely, it is "theoretically" possible for a triple grill to result from two passes
beneath the grilling roller. One pass would produce a normal grill, and the second pass would produce
two grills, with one of them invert ed and both probabl y of abnorma l size, as the result of a paper
crease . No stamp impr essed with such a triple grill is known to the write rs.
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Figure 1. A used 12c "F" grill showing the
triple grill variety. Courtesy of Leonard S.
Sheriff.

Figure 2. The reverse of Figure 1 showing
three overlapping grills In the central area
of the stamp.

F. cert ifica tes as genu ine triple grills. Th e first of these two 12c "F" gri ll varie tie s ( Fig ures I
and 2), a long with the 30c " F" grill va riety (Figures 5 and 6), a re the only 1867-68 tr iple
grills pe rsonally viewe d by William Herzog.

T he 1981 S cott Specialized Catalogue of United S tates S tamps list s triple grills on only
the following 1867-68, 1869, a nd 1870 grilled sta m ps:

Scott No. Denom. Unused Used Triple Gri ll Prices
87 2c "E" X Line
88 3c "E" X X Line & Lin e
94 3c "F" X X Line & S IOO.OO
97 12c " F" X Line
114 3c 1869 X X Line& $ 100.00

Figure 3. A used 12c "F" grill showing the
triple grill variety. Courtesy of Leonard S.
Sheriff.

Figure 4. The reverse of Figure 3 showing
three seemingly Incomplete (weakly Im
pressed) grills which are certified as
genuine triple grills by the Philatelic Foun
dation.
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Figure 5. A used 30e " F" grill showing the
triple grill variety. Courtesy of J . Weston
Smith.

Figure 6. The reverse of Figure 5 showing
three overlapping grills. The top -left grill Is
Impressed very weakly.

Leo nard S heriff chec ked the cert ifica te record s o f th e Phil at elic Fo unda t ion fo r triple
g rills on the 1867-68, 1869, an d 1870 grilled sta mps. H e foun d that the only certi fica tes so
issued were for his two 12c "F" gri ll examples! A chec k of the a uct ion ca ta logs a nd phi la
telic literatu re availab le to Wi lliam Her zog reve ale d only the followi ng specific sta m ps:

S cott o. Denom. Condition P. F. Ce rt. Source & I otes

97 12c .oF" Used 61793 See Figures I a nd 2.
97 12c"F" Used 869 19 See Figures 3 a nd 4

100 30e .oF" Used N one See Figures 5 a nd 6.
114 3c 1869 Used None B. Da niels 11/ 5-6/ 53, lot 45.*
121 30e 1869 Used N one B. Dani els 11/ 5-6/ 53, lot 61. *

* Neither of the se lot s was illustrated. nor have your writers ever viewed th em; therefore, their
genuineness is uncertain .

T he tr iple grill on the used 3c 1869 ca ta logs only $100.00 (a norma l 3c 1869 catalogs
$4.00). When Ben Cha pman was queried abou t this va riety, he answered " The tri ple grill
mu st be a bea uty to behold; I' ve never seen one on the Loco." This sta tement , co ming fro m
a long-time specia list of the 3c 1869, point s out, once again, th at ca ta log values a re not
a lways ind ica tive of tru e ra rity .

Figures I a nd 2 show the front and back of a 12c sta m p impressed with three full " F"
grills. ' This sta mp provided the basis for the ca ta log list ing in SCO tl . Figu res 3 and 4 show
th e fro nt a nd back of a 12c sta mp im presse d with wha t a ppea r to be three sepa ra te a nd in
complete gr ills (") . T he P. F. ce rtifica te ca lls the sta mp N o. 97 with triple gri ll. F igures 5
a nd 6 illustr at e a 30c sta mp with three sepa ra te "F" grills. T he two top grills run into th e
perfora tions, and the top-left grill is qui te weak in rela t ion to the other two grills. The 30c
"F" grill is not listed in the catalog with the tri ple g ri ll.

T he foregoing is all the info rmation the writers ca n provi de on the subject of triple g ri lls.
It sho uld be obvious from the above tha t tr iple grills are ex tremely ra re. Th e fac t th at the
two l 2c t riple grills were acq uired by Leonard S heriff a t separate a uctio ns which descr ibed
them as doub le grills suggests the possibi lity that mo re carefu l chec ks of stamps described
as " do uble grills" migh t be prod uctive of a few more tr iple grills. Ca n anyone shed further
light on the su bjec t of triple gri lls'?

2. All sta mps rec orded with triple grill s, as well as double grills, sho w grills of onl y the sa me gri ll
family: three " E" grill s, three "F" grills, or three " G" grills.
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THE 1869 PERIOD

MIC~AELLAURENCE.Editor
18~9 COVERS TO FRANCE: THE POST TREATY PERIOD
PART ONE: DIRECT COVERS

fJllCHAEL LAURENCE

INTROD UCTIO N

In Chronicle 96 I wro te about 1869 covers to Fra nce fro m the last mon th s of the U .S. 
French pos ta l tr eat y, whic h expi red on 31 Decemb er 1869. I now pick up where the art icle in
Chronicle 96 left off, to di scu ss the 1869 covers to Fran ce fro m th e exp ira tio n of the French
t rea ty to th e outbreak of th e Franco- Prussia n war . W hile the focus here is on 10c 1869
covers, these obse rva tio ns should also apply to ot her cove rs that passed fro m the U.S . to
France during the firs t months of 1870 . S ince 10c 1869 was the most commonly used stam p
on co rrespondence from th e U.S . to France during the first hal f o f 1870, this universe of
covers seems a reasona ble basis for general iza tion , but its lim ited na ture may have led me
as tray. Correctio ns or addi tio ns will be mu ch app rec ia ted .

I dwelt ex te nsively, in Chronicle 96, on the import ance in a na lyzing these covers , of
knowing which stea mer line carried them across the At lant ic. This was not out of any ex
cessive fondness for ships o r maritime history, but simply to emphasize how the markings
an d the steamer lines a re interrelated . A know ledge of the various lines ' depart ure dat es and
en t ry poi nts is a good chec k aga inst fra ud and helps grea tly in the analys is of the covers .

This · rem ain s t rue fo r the cove rs that went to France after the treaty exp ired.
Sim ultaneo us with the ex piry of the U.S. -French t reat y there co mmenced a tran satl ant ic
mai l strike, involvi ng severa l of the stea mer lines ca rrying mails between the U .S. and
Engla nd, precipi ta ted by the dram ati c and cont inuing red uct ion in postal rat es between
th ose two nat ions. T he st r ike was th e ca use of so me confusion a mo ng mail -users in ea rly
1870 , an d the confusio n per sist s among cover fanciers to this da y.

DIR ECT CA RRIAGE

While the st ri ke subs ta nt ia lly a ffected two of the tr ansatl antic mail ca rr iers, it did not af
fect th e direct car riage of mail between the U .S . an d France by the two stea mer lines that
were regul arl y engaged in thi s pur suit : HAP AG and the Fre nch Line. H APAG refu sed for a
few sai lings to ca rry mai l to England, but respectin g its ca rriage of mail to Fra nce, serv ice
was not curta iled . Both the French Lin e and the HAPAG Line co nt inued their previou s sail 
ing schedules , a nd th e Fre nc h mai ls they ca rr ied con tinued to receive the same Fre nch en try
ma rki ngs tha t had been app lied during the treaty period .

When the trea ty was in effect during 1868 and 1869, cove rs via the two direct lines would
show cred its fro m th e U.S. to Fra nce of 3c per rate for H APAG a nd 12c per rat e for Fre nch
Line, as discussed in Chronicle 96 . After the treat y exp ired, no pr ovision for deb its an d
credits exis ted . On th e U.S . side , th e "blanket rate" of 10c per hal f ounce im mediately took
force . This was a postal ra te enacted by Congress in 1864 to cover instan ces where reg ularly
sched uled steame rs ca rr ied mails bet ween the U .S . a nd nations with which the U .S . had no
post al treat y. The ra te on such mail was uniforml y lOc per '/2 ounce, rega rdless of dest ina
tion , an d it pa id dom esti c and inte rnat iona l postage only to th e foreign fro ntie r. Intern al
post age co uld then be co llected fro m the recipient and ret ain ed by the receiving nation .

On the French side, a decr ee fro m the Fre nch Em peror N ap oleon III , imposed on 22
Decem ber 1869, ca lled for a Fre nch int ernal postage ra te , on such incoming lett ers, of eig ht
decimes (80 centi mes) per 10 gra ms. ' Thi s was- the sa me a mo unt that during the treaty

I. R aym ond Sa lles , La Poste Ma ritime Francoise. IV, 228, New s o f th e decree was ex tensive ly re
ported in the 7 Janua ry 1870 issue of The Nell' York Times. page 5. The 8 decime pe r 10 gram collec
tion co ntinued fo r 18 months . On 1 July 1871 it was red uced to 5 decim es per 10 grams.
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period had been co llected (per 7 1/ 2 grams) on unp aid covers - the equiva lent of 15c U .S . In
effect , the French wer e ext racting , from their citi zen s who received suc h mai l from the U .S .,
an intern al co llec tio n equ ivalen t to the entire treaty-rate postage, even though the U .S. and
intern ational postage had already been pai d . Note th at whi le the U.S. postage was ra ted in
ha lf-ounce units ( '/2 ounce = 14.18 gr am s), the French collection was rated per 10 grams.
T hus it is possibl e for direct cover s prepaid with IOc U .S . postage to show French co llec
tions of 8 or 16 decirnes, Covers prepaid with 20c can show French collections of 16 or 24
decirnes, a nd so on . Note also that in the absence of a po st al t rea ty, unpaid direct covers
were no longer possible. The IOc prepayment was mandatory on direct covers .

DIRECT COVERS VIA H APAG LI N E

The H APAG Line, a Germ an steams hip company under co nt ract to the U .S. , co nt inued
its Tuesday departures from New York City unt il the outbrea k of the Franco- Prussian
War. The H APAG stea mers stopped first at the Brit ish port of Plymouth, but their mails to
France stayed on board unti l the next stop, the French port of Cherbourg, across the Chan
nel. The HAPAG steamers then continued on to Hamburg, where the y disgorged their
d irect covers to Germany, which a re anothe r sto ry altogether.

Direc t covers via H APAG , entering France a t C herbo urg, co ntinued to show the C he r
bo urg entry ma rkings, the com mo nest of which, the Cherbourg double ci rcle, is shown as
marking I in the tracing plate. HAPAG saili ng data for 1870 and 1871, including New
York departure dates and Plymouth arr iva l dates, were published by C lifford Friend and
Walter H ub bard in Chronicle 105. T he Friend-Hubbard transatlantic da ta , which continue
to appear seria lly in these pages , are invaluable and much appreciated resea rch sources for
co llectors of transatlant ic covers.

v -··" .
LA UE &: FOR ESTlE R

-_....._.,... .._--_.-'-

..

Figure 1. DIRECT VIA HAPAG. 10c 1869 from New Orleans to Mulhouse, 8 February 1870.
Transit via HAPAG Westphalia, departing New York 15 February. Blue Cherbourg double
cl rc l~ shows entry Into France on 27 February. Eight declmes Internal charge collected from
recipient.

Figure I shows a cove r from New Orleans to France, typifying a direct cover to France
via HAPAG during the first six months of 1870. The New Orleans C DS shows FEB 8 an d
the 10c 1869 sta m p is well tied by the New Orlean s " soccer ball" killer. A red New York ex
change office marking at lower right shows FEB 15 with an "X" at bottom. This ma rking,
applied either in red or in black , is often seen on blanket-rate 1869 covers fro m New Yo rk
- mos t not ably to dest inati on s in the Caribbean a nd La t in A merica. The blue C herbo urg
dou ble circle shows 27 FEV R 70. According to th e Friend- H ubba rd data , the H APAG
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Westp halia left New Yor k on 15 Februa ry 1870 (a Tuesday) and reached Plymouth on the
morning of February 26. Nex t day Cherbourg arrival would be quite reasonable.

By Ju ly 1870 the Fra nco- Pruss ian War was looming. Deeming it the better part of valor
not to expose themselves unnecessarily, the HAP AG steamers stopped going to France. The
last HAP AG steamer to call at Cherb ourg was the Hammonia II . which left New York on
Tuesday, 28 Jun e 1870. Three more HAPAG steamers subsequently left New York with
French mails but put them off in England. Thereaft er the HAPAG stea mers retired from
the tr ansatlantic run until lat e in 1870. The stop at Cherbourg was not resumed unt il the war
had been sett led, in mid-1871, by which time the Bankn ote stamps were generally in use.'

Figure 2. "DIRECT" VIA HAPAG, MAILS LANDED IN ENGLAND. 10c 1869 from New
Orleans to Paris, 29 June 1870. Transit via HAPAG Allemania, departing New York 5 July.
The Calais entry mark, dated 18 July 1870, confirms that this cover was put off in England.

Figure 2 shows another New Orleans cover, posted 29 Jun e 1870, addressed to Pari s. The
red New York exchange office marki ng at lower right shows J U L 5, departur e date of the
HAP AG A llemania , which landed its Cherbourg mails at Plymout h. The mails to France
were then carried by rail to Dover, entering France at Ca lais. The octago n-in-circle Frenc h
receiving mark, illust rated as mark ing 2 in the tracing plate, shows 18 J UL 70. Accordin g
to Salles, this marking (Sa lles #1777) was used on the Ca lais RPO until 1861, after which
such covers were mark ed at the Paris foreign mail office.' Apparently the mark ing device
was still on hand , available for emergency use under the unusual circumsta nces that
prevailed during Jul y 1870. A similar cover was illustrat ed and well written up by Hubb ard
in Chronicle 82.

Covers to France on the next HAP AG crossing, that of the Holsat ia, which depart ed
New Yor k 12 Jul y 1870, were treated as part paid "via England" and show the "G B/ 40"
acco untancy ma rkings and 5 decime French collect ma rkings that I will discuss in the
second part of this write-up. I suspect that such treatm ent was also accorded covers to
France on the 19 Jul y sa iling of the Si lesia, which was the last pre-war HAP AG crossing.
According to Hubbard , all of S ilesia's mails from this crossing were landed at Leith, in
Scot land.

Appendix A lists all the 10c 1869 covers I know of that tr avelled to France via the
HAPAG line after the expir ation of the French treaty. The listing shows 38 covers and is
surely incompl ete; additions, corrections and comments a re welcomed.

2. Walter Hubbard , Chronicle 105: 66; Chronicle 85: 56.
3. Salles, op. cit., IV, 297.
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ENTRY MARKINGS OF TYPE FOUND ON COVERS FROM U.S. TO FRANCE DURING
EARLY 1870 . TOP ROW: (1) Cherbourg double circle, transit via HAPAG line. (2) Calais oc 
tagon In circle, found on certain HAPAG covers to France that were landed at England due to
disruptions of the Franco-Prusslan War . MIDDLE ROW (3-6): Octagonal French packet boat
markings, applied on board the fortnightly French Line steamers on day of departure from
New York. BOTTOM ROW (7-8): Havre entry markings, found on covers carried via Ruger's
American Line (see text).

D1RECT COVERSVIA FRE CI-I LI E
Wi th only a few irregular ities towar d the end of the yea r, the Frenc h line steamers de

pa rted New York on alte rna te Saturdays th roughout 1870, deba rki ng thei r mai ls at Brest
a nd goi ng on to Havre. Wh ile Paris was und er se ige, the ca lls a t Havre were omitted .
Detailed sa iling information can be found in Salles, Volume 4, pages 234-2 35.

As noted , the French ent ry markings rem ained th e sa me as pr evailed in 1869 and ea rlier.
Direct covers via French line from calenda r 1870 continued to show th e sequence of Ligne
H octa go n hand st amps of the so rt illustrated in the tracing plate as markings 3 throu gh 6.
Th ese markings bea r num eral codes indicat ing which Fre nch steame r they sa iled on. During
1870, " I" was the Pereire, "2" the Lafayett e. "3" th e Ville de Paris . and "4" the S t.
Laurent. These markings were ap plied on board the French ship. They show the a lte rna te
Saturday New York dep arture dat es, being the dat e th e cover was deem ed to ha ve ente red
the Frenc h mails.

Figu re 3 shows a prep rinted Bowles Broth ers enve lope, from W at ertown, M ass., to Pari s,
that ty pifies direct ca rriage via Frenc h line during 1870. T he red New York exc ha nge office
ma rk ing shows J UN 25, a nd the black French octagon, showing "No.4," is dated 25 J UI N
70, depar ture dat e of the French- line steamer St . Lau rent. A t leas t half dozen of these
bright blue Bowles Brothers enve lopes survive from the Si lsbee co rrespo ndence, an d they
pro vide a stunning background for the yellow IOc stamp.

Appendix B lists 29 lOc 1869 covers that travelled to France via the French line a fte r the
trea ty had exp ired. As a lways, addi tio ns and cor rect ions a re so licited . Wh ile not ge rma ne to
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Figure 3. DIRECT VIA FRENCH LINE. 10c 1869 from Watertown , Mass., to Paris. Transit via
French Line steamer Sf. Laurent, departing New York 25 June 1870 .

this wri te- up, covers a ll the way up into 1872 a re included , just to complete the listing . Note
tha t effective I J uly 187 1, th e co llection of eight decimes per 10 gra ms was reduced to five
decimes per 10 gra ms. A few la te uses of 10c 1869 survive to illust ra te th is red uced co llec
tion .

The Imp eri al Decree th at annou nced the eight-deci me- per- lO-gram co llec t ra te in Fra nce
included a pre pai d rat e from France to the U.S. of six decimes per 10 gra ms. T his was a lso
avai lable on letter s f rom th e U .S . to France, if the y were posted with Frenc h sta mps on
board th e Fre nch packets at New Yo rk.' T he French consisten t ly regarded their packets as
moveable ex tensions of French soil - explaining why the Ligne H origin ma rkin gs typica lly
show the New York departure dat e.

Fig ure 4 is one such cover, las t seen as lot 628 in the Sc ha tz kes co llect ion of French
marit im e covers, auct ioned in Ge neva in February 1978. T he photo in Figure 4, tak en fro m
th e auc tion catalog, shows a cover from New Yo rk to Cognac, fra nked wit h two st rips o f
three of th e 20 ce nt ime Napo leo n lau reated stamp (Scott #33), well tied by six st rikes of the
French maritime anchor in a diam ond of dot s. Th e crayo n "2" at left supports the ass um p
tion tha t th e cover is double rated. T he ova l merchan t' s cachet of the firm of C azade &
C rooks, N ew York, is dated Feb 18 1870, and the double-circl e L1GN E I-I /PAQ . FR . No 3
mark ing is dat ed 19 FEVR 1870 , which was the New Yo rk departure dat e of the French line
steamer Ville de Paris. Salles ca lls thi s a " line ma rking, " 5 apparently to dist ingu ish it from
the mu ch mor e com mo n octagona l " origin mark ings" of the sort sho wn in the tr acing pla te
as ma rkings 3 through 6. It is temp tin g to speculate th at the double-cir cle " line marking"
was reser ved for French- franked shipboard cove rs such as th is one, but prud ence dict at es

4. Ibid. 228. " A noter que des lett res pouvaient etre affra nchies, au depart de New -York, au
moyen de timbres fra nca is, a 60 cmes par 10 gra mmes, mais pa r la voie des paquebots francais ex
clusivement. Quelques I res ra res plis sont co nnus ainsi affranchis avec timbres fran ca is ob litere s an
ere, aya nt ete deposes au x boites mob iles des paquebo ts fran cais dans Ie port de New-York." My
translatio n is: "Note th at lett ers could have been posted, at New York , with Frenc h stamps. at the
rate of 60 cent imes per 10 gram s - exclusively via French packet. Several very rare covers are
known thus franked, showi ng French sta mps cance lled by th e ancho r, having been maile d at the
travelling post offices on bo ard the French packet s in New Yo rk harbo r."

5./bid. 232.
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that such observations awa it the appearance of more covers. It would be useful to see other
covers from this 19 February sailing of the Ville de Paris.

...-
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Figure 4. VIA FRENCH LINE WITH FRENCH STAMPS. Two strips of three, French 20 cen -
time laureated Napoleon (Scott 1#33), paying twice the 6 declme per 10 grams rate from New
York to France. Transit via French LIne steamer Vill e de Paris, departing New York 19
February 1870. An exceedingly Interesting example of a cover from the U.S. to France fully
prepaid by French stamps.

Needless to say, the cover in Figure 4 is an artifact of very broad postal historical intere st.
[ can even imagine it fitting into a specialized collection of 10c 1869 covers. Other exam pies
of this most unusual rate must exist, unappre ciated for what they actually are.

DIRECT COVERS VIA R GE R'S AME RICA N LI NE

The Postm aster General's Report for 1870 (representing the period I Jul y 1869-30 June
1870) makes clear that the indefatigable Ruger brothers completed thr ee mail-carrying sa il
ings to France during fiscal 1870, carrying the equivalen t of 7397 rat es of postage and
receiving the sum of $ 122.10 for their efforts.' Unt il recentl y it was not known when the
Ruger sailings occurred , what vessels they involved, or what surviving covers should look
like.

The recent appearance of the revised edition of Bonsor's North A tlantic Seaway provides
the needed sailing information. We now know that in the first half of 1870 the Ruger
brothers chartered three different vessels that each made one round voyage to Havre,
Bremen, Cope nhagen, Stettin, and Christiansand (No rway). T hese vessels, wooden paddle

6. Report P.M.8.. 1870 (Wierenga repri nt), pp . 16, 105, 189. As a bib liograp hic aside , I mu st not e
tha t a read er of an ea rly dra ft of this ma nuscript reported that my citations from the 1870 P. /H.G.
Report co uld not be loca ted in the Wie renga reprint. After purchasing the repri nted rep o rts for 1869,
1870 a nd 1871, I discovered that in two case s out of three, the folia tion in my original reports dif
fered from the foliation in the Wie renga rep rints . The repo rt and appendixed info rmatio n is in a ll in
sta nces identical. The differences in page numbering spring entirely from differences in front matter
an d d ifferences in the mea sure at which the report itself is set. A t lea st for the fiscal yea rs 1869 and
1870, P.M .G. Reports , as submitted to the Executive office, contain a four-page table of conten ts
that is lack ing in the reports submitted to the House and Senate. In add itio n, the report itse lf(which
precede s the appendixed data) is printed in a narrower measure in the Executive version, so as to ac
commo date marginal summa ries, mo st useful in skimming. The result is th at once the tabula r (ap
pendix) portion of the reports is reached, a cita tion in the Executive ver sion will be eight page s
higher than the same cit at ion in the Congression al vers ion . At least , thi s is the case for 1869 and
1870, the two yea rs I have examined for wh ich my original reports differ from the Wierenga reprints .
Henceforth I will cite from the rep rint editions, but readers so inclined sho uld note th at in wo rks I
have pre viou sly published in this journal and elsewhere , my PM G cit ations' (a t least for 1869 and
1870) are not compatib le with the recent reprints.
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steame rs all, departed New York as follows:

RUG ER STEAMER N.Y. DEP ARTUR E
Ocean Queen 3 March 1870
Rising S tar 24 March 1870
Western M etropolis 18 May 1870

Bonsor speculates that the line would probably have made more sailings had it not been for
the outbrea k of the Fra nco-Prussian Wa r. And he suggests that the initial success of this ex
tended tr ansatl anti c rout e was responsible for the inauguration of the Balti scher Lloyd ser
vice between New York and Stett in in 1871.1

a"L .
/:

/ / 1 /c /',/ /

Figure 5. DIRECT VIA RUGER'S AMERICAN LINE. 10c 1869 from New Orleans to Paris, 24
February 1870. Transit via Ruger Brothers' Ocean Queen, departing New York 3 March 1870.
The red Havre entry marking , which may not be clear In this blow-up of a color slide, Is
shown as marking #7 In the accompanying tracing plate.

Figure 5 shows a 10c 1869 cover from New Orleans to Pa ris. This cover was lot 374 in the
Siegel sa le of 4 May 1970. The New Or leans merchant catc het reads FEB 24 1870 and the
New Yor k exchange office mark ing shows MA R 3. The daily Ne w Yo rk Tim es confirms
that on Th ursday, 3 March 1870, the steam er Ocean Queen. under charter to Ruger's
America n Line, departed New York for Havre and points north. No other tra nsa tlan tic
mail carrier left New York that day.

The cover in Figure 5 bears a double circle Ha vre entr y marking that has been artificially
enhanced as marking 7 in the tracing plate. While the tracing says 19 MA RS, the actua l
dat e in the marking may be 13, 18 or 19. This mark ing is Salles' number 1796, which Sa lles
says was created long before the genesis of the French line, for use on covers carried from
the U.S. to France on " non-Ame rican" steamers. Sa lles says this mark ing was used only
once, in error, on a cover in 1857.8 Here we have another use, 13 years later, and probably
not in error. One can imagine a French posta l bureaucrat , confronted with the unexpected
ar rival of a Ruger Brothers mail ship at Havre, digging into the back of a drawer to extract
the most nearly appropriate entry mark ing. It would not have been the first time the French
entry markings proved their versat ility.

On the cover in Figure 5 the 8 decime collect marking is applied in crayon, rat her than
with the typical handstamp. This is not necessarily significant , because another cover from

7. N. R. P. Bonsor, No rth A tlantic Seaway . revised edition, Volume 2, page 722. Brookside
Publications, Jersey, Channel Islands, 1978.

8. Salles, op cit.. page295.
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this same cross ing shows the typical handstamped 8. The second Ocean Queen cover, bear
ing a 10c 1869 stamp from San Francisco to Bordeaux, was last seen as lot 513 in the Siegel
sale of29 April 1969. Previously, the cover had been well illustrated as lot 443 in the Henry
Gibson sale. It shows the MAR 3 New York handsta mp and the same Havre double circle.
I would appreciate hear ing.from any reader who owns these covers or knows their current
whereabo uts.

Figure 6. ANOTHER RUGER BROTHERS COVER. 15c 1869 (Type II), San Francisco to
Cognac, 15 March 1870. Transit via Ruger Brothers' Rising Star , departing New York 24
March 1870. The red Havre entry marking Is of the type shown as #8 In the tracing plate.

We are privileged to be able to show two covers from the sailing of the Ruger Brothers'
R ising S tar on 24 Marc h 1870. Addressed to Cognac, the cover in Figure 6 is franked-with a
15c 1869 stamp (Type II), tied by a bold st rike of the eight-poin t San Francisco hollow sta r,
and datestamped Sa n Fra ncisco MA R 15. The 15c stam p overpays the 10c rate, confirm
ing once aga in that there was much confusion in ear ly 1870 abo ut posta l rates to Fra nce.

The New York exchange office marki ng at lower right clearly shows MA R 24. Acco rding
to the daily New York Times . Rising S tar was the only transat lantic mail carrier to leave
New York that day. The red Havre entry marking, fain tly struck, seems to be Salles 1795, a
circle-in-octagon markin g typically applied to covers a rriving at Havre from the U.S. by
way of England. I discussed such a use of this marking, on a stampless cover to Havre from
July 1869, in Chronicle 99, page 200. A tracing of this marking, taken from Sa lles, is shown
as illustration 8 in the trac ing plate. The cover in Figure 6 was once owned by Lester Down
ing, a man who had a good eye for the unusual.

The cover in Figure 7, from an Eastern collection, comes from the Fleming cor respon
dence and bears a pair of 10c 1869s. The Pittsburgh C.D.S., not clearly struck, seems to say
MAR 22. T he New York exchange office markin g definitely says MAR 24. The Havre
circle-in-octagon markin g, identical to the one on the cover in Figure 6, seems to say 9
AVRI L 70, though on both covers the date might equally well be construed as 3 AVRIL.
The French squiggle marking on the cover in Figure 7 represe nts 24 decimes collected from
the recipient. One needs a fairly lively imagination to read this mar king as "24," but that' s
how the stylized French script handstamps rendered this number dur ing the classic era .

I have not yet been able to locate a cover from the 18 May 1870 sailing of the Ruger
Brothers' Western M etropolis. If the evidence of the previous covers applies, such a cover
would show a New York exchange office marking dated MAY 18, and Havre entry mark -
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Figure 7. RUGER BROTHERS AGAIN. Pair 10c 1869, from Pittsburgh to Paris, via the same
Ruger Brothers crossing as the cover In Figure 6. The French marking represents the Internal,.
collectloh of 24 declmes, for a cover weighing between 20 and 30 grams.

ings of one sort or the other datin g from late May or early June 1870.
Co llecto rs should examine their holdings of direct covers to France from the first half of

1870, to see if they ca n locat e additional Ruger Brothers covers. Since the line all told
ca rried fewer than 7500 covers, survivors cannot be common. They must be regard ed as
posta l history artifacts of considerable significance.

In the second part of th is write-up, which will not necessarily appear next time, I will
discuss covers that passed from the U.S. to France, durin g this same era, via the British
mails - both part paid (the 4c covers with the " GB/ 40" markin g showing French collec
tion in multiples of 5 decimes) and fully prepaid (what George Hargest has called " phantom
rate" covers). Collecto rs whom I don't know, who have informat ion, insights or citations to
add to this endeavor, are warmly invited to contribute now, rather than after the art icle is
published.

APPENDIXA:
10c 1869 COVERS TO FRANCE, DIRECT VIA HAPAG LINE, AFTER 1 JANUARY 1870

CDS Orlgln/Deslinalion Stamps NY Mkg Steamer Cherbourg FR. Reference
Entry Due

JAN 1 Buffalo/Paris 3-116 JAN 4 HAMMONIAII 15JANV 16 I Juhring, 789
. JAN 4 NYC/Paris 116, JAN 4 HAMMONIAII 15JANV 8 Chronicle 88:236

Fr. #25
JAN 10 NYC/Bordeaux 116 JAN 11 SILESIA 22JANV 8 David Beals
JAN 11 Phila.lParis 116 JAN 11 SILESIA 22JANV a John Birkinbine
JAN 11 NYC/Bordeaux 116 JAN 11 SILESIA 22JANV a 4Juhring, 473
JAN 1? S.F.IBordeaux 116 JAN 25 HOLSATIA ? FEVR a Paige, 3-22-57, 264
FEB a N. Orleans/Mulhouse 116 FEB 15 WESTPHALIA 27 FEVR a Figure 1
FEB 11 N. Orleans/Paris 116 FEB 15 WESTPHALIA 27 FEVR a C. Burke-Easton
FEB 15 Boston/Paris 116 FEB 15 WESTPHALIA 27 FEVR a Raymond Foley
FEB 22 NYC/Paris 116 FEB 22 HAMMONIAII aMARS a Harmer, 4-6-80, 186
MAR 8 NYC/Paris 116 MAR a HOLSATIA 20MARS 8 Walter Hubbard
MAR 22 NYC/Bordeaux 116 MAR 22 CIMBRIA 3 AVRIL a Mel Schuh
MAR 20 N. Orleans/France 116 MAR 29 SAXONIA 13AVRIL 8 Elliott Coulter
MAR 24 Washington D.C.lParis 116 MAR 29 SAXONIA 13AVRIL 8 Siegel433, 271
MAR 27 Pittsburgh/Paris 2-116 MAR 29 SAXONIA 13AVRIL 16 R. Kaufmann
APR 5 NYC/Paris 116 APR 5 HAMMONIA II 17 AVRIL 8 Herst 161 , 84; exHaas
APR 12 NYC/Nice 116 APR12 ALLEMANIA 25AVRIL 8 Paul Bourke
APR 13 Watertown/Paris 116 APR 19 HOLSATIA 1MAl 8 SPB 41 , 1240
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APR18 Phlla./Paris 116 APR 19 HOLSATIA 1MAl 8 Oownlng 1311
APR19 NYC/Paris 116 APR 19 HOLSATIA 1MAl 8 1869 Times #16, p. 4
APR 19 N. Orleans/Bordeaux 2-116 APR26 SILESIA 8MAI 16 Krug755
APR19 Pittsburgh/Paris 2-1 16 APR26 SILESIA 8MAI 16 SPB 41 , 1247;

SPB 51 , 694
APR 22 Pittsburgh/Paris 116 APR 26 SILESIA 8MAI 8 Jack E. Molesworth
APR 26 NYC/Paris 116 APR 26 SILESIA 8MAI 8 Fred Lopez
APR26 NYC/Paris 116 APR 26 SILESIA 8MAI 8 Alan Atkins
MAY 2 Watertown/Paris 116 MAY 3 CIMBRIA 15MAl 8 R. W. Card
MAY 6 N.Orleans/Gironde 116 MAY 10 SAXONIA 23MAl Siegel 412, 1073
MAY 6 Watertown/Paris 116 MAY10 SAXONIA 23MAl 8 3 Hessel , 589
MAY 9 Cold SpringNY/Paris 116 SAXONI A 23MAl 8 JohnL.Gemmill
MAY 11 N. Orleans/Bordeaux 11 6 MAY 17 HAMMONIA II 29MAI(?) 8 3 Hessel, 590
JUN 6 N. Orleans/Paris 2-116 JUN14 WESTPHALIA 25JUIN 16 Harmer 2-12-80,389
JUN 16 Meadville, Pa./Parls 116 JUN 21 CIMBRIA 3JUIL 8 Siegel417,1505
JUN 20 Providence/Paris 116 JUN 21 CIMBRIA 3JUIL 8 Special Service #280
JUN 24 N. Orleans/Paris 116 JUN 28 HAMMONIA II 9JUIL 8 Scolt Gallagher
JUN27 Watertown/Paris 116 JUN 28 HAMMONIAII 9JUIL 8 Fred Lopez
JUN 27 Newport RI/Paris 116 JUN28 HAMMONIA II 9JUIL 8 Walter Hubbard
JUN 29* NewOrleans/Paris 11 6 JUL 5 ALLEMANIA 18JUIL 8 Figure2
JUN 29* N. Orleans/Bordeaux 11 6 JUL 5 ALLEMANIA 18JUIL 8 Chronicle 82:114
*M ail s for France landed in England - see text.

APPENDIX B:
10c 1869 COV ERS TO FRANCE, DIRECT VIA FRENCH LINE, AFTER 1 JANUARY 1870

CDS Orlgln/Desllnallon Stamps NY Depart Steamer FR Due Reference

JAN 22 NYC/Strasbourg 116 JAN 22 LAFAYETTE 16 Spelman 5-1-77, 822
FEB 5 NYC/Paris 116 FEB 5 PEREIRE 8 Ashbrook records (PF)
MAR 5 NYC/Savoy 116 MAR 5 ST.-LAURENT 8 Jellrey Forster
MAR 5 NYC/Paris 116 MAR 5 ST.-LAURENT 8 Alan Atkins
MAR 5 (?) Lambertville, N.J./Paris 116 MAR 5 ST.-LAURENT 8 Apfelbaum 433, 1068
MAR 19 NYC/Lyons 116 MAR 19 PERIERE ? Walter HUbbard
MAR25 N. Orleans/Bordeaux 116 APR 2 LAFAYETTE 8 HenryNowak
APR 2 Lambertville/Paris 116 APR 2 LAFAYETTE 8 Apfe lbaum433, 1067
APR 6 SF/Bordeaux 116 APR 16 VILLEDE PARIS 8 exHaas
APR 8 SF/Bordeaux 116 APR16 VILLE DE PARIS 8 4JUhring, 474
APR 11 Savannah/Paris 116 APR 16 VILLE DE PARIS 8 Siegel 569, 827
APR30 NYCNauclause 116 APR 30 ST.-LAURENT 8 4JUhring, 468
MAY 7 N. Orleans/France 116 MAY 14 PERIERE 8 R. Kaufmann
MAY 11 Pittsburgh/Paris 3-116 MAY 14 PERIERE 32 Siegel 417, 1508
JUN 3 SF/Bordeaux 116 JUN11 VILLE DE PARIS 16 Ohiocollection
JUN 7 Coldspring, NY/Paris 116 JUN 11 VILLEDEPARIS 8 Jack E. Molesworth
JUN21 N. Orleans/Bordeaux 116 JUN 25 ST.-LAURENT 8 Siegel 529, 41 1
JUN24 Watertown/Paris 116 JUN 25 ST.-LAURENT 8 Figure 3
JUL 18 N. Orleans/Paris 116 JUL 23 LAFAYETTE 8 Siegel 452, 546
JUL 19 N. Orleans/Bordeaux 116 JUL 23 LAFAYETTE 16 Elliott Coulter
AUG 18 Cincinnati/Bordeaux 116 AUG 20 ST.-LAURENT 8 Mel Schuh
AUG 19 Wilmington/Paris 116 AUG 20 ST.-LAURENT 8 E.P.Babcock
OCT 28 Yokohama/Paris 116+ NOV 30 VILLE DE PARIS 8 Ashbrookrecords

2-113
NOV 18 SFlDome 2-116 NOV30 VILLEDEPARIS 8 4Juhring, 484
(1871)
JUL 14 Winnegance, Me./Havre 116 JUL 15 LAFAYETTE 5 BruceHazelton
JUL 14 Winnegance, Me./Havre 116 JUL 15 LAFAYETTE 5 Midwest collection
(1872)
JAN 23 Winnegance, Me./Havre 116 JAN 27 VILLE DE PARIS 5 Bruce Hazelton
MAY10 S.F./Paris 95, 116, MAY 18 VILLE DE PARIS 5 PF #87227

146
? NewHaven/Paris 2-1160n ? 24 Gibson456
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
UNUSUAL DOM ESTIC POSTAL USES OF THE BANKNO TE STAMPS
RICHARD M. SEARING

T he banknote pe riod in U .S. posta l history encompassed many chan ges in the rate st ruc
ture and services provided . Postal uses of the stamps are many and varied with man y exotic
fore ign rates available before the advent of the Un iversal Posta l Union treaty, However ,
even the lowes t va lue denom inations had man y uses in the deliv ery of domestic mai l of the
period . A fine representation of domesti c banknote covers ca n st ill be formed without the
loss of finan cial sta bility a nd, in what follows, we shall exam ine some examples of these
uses. M an y other examples are available so I am sure that man y readers have some in their
co llections,

,'0 "J
\

( .,0 t
POSTAL CARD.t \\

Figure 1. Early postal card bearing advertisement for fruit Jars with rate paid by 1c
grilled banknote stamp.
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Figure 2. Reverse of postcard showingprinted messsge.

Figures I a nd 2 show the fron t and back of one of the ea rliest advertising postc ards that I
have recorde d. The one cent rate for postcards a ppears specifica lly in the post al act of June
126 Chro nicle 110 / May 198 1 / Vol. 33. No .2



8, 1872; "provides for the issue and tra nsmission by mai l of postal ca rds at one cen t each."
The car d was mai led from Phi ladelphia to Elizabethtown, Pa ., very early in the 1870s and is
franked with a fine example of the Ic sta mp with the H-grill. The compa ny sending the card
was engaged in the sale of glass fru it j ar s to the retai l market for home canning and other
uses . I recognize the name "Mason," but the other names shown are unfamilia r. Can any
read er supply informat ion on these early glass products?
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Figure 3. Block of five 3c grilled banknote stamps paying 5x3c rate on domestic mall .

The usag e pictured in Figure 3 is very unusual in that it shows a block of five 3c grilled
sta mps to pay what a ppea rs to be a 5x3c rat e on a small envelope. This represents one of the
largest postally used blocks of th is stamp on record. The letter was mailed from Eaton, New
York, to Ce da rville, New Jersey, on A ugus t 19, probably in 1871 or 1872. From the pen
notations on the enve lope back , the lett er pro bab ly conta ined busi ness records, but the en
velope does not reflect the weight of 2V2 or mo re ounces represented by the ra te of 15c.
T here is no indication of registration on the envelope so we can on ly speculate about the ac
tual contents.

J
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Figure 4. Block of four and pair of 3c ungrllled banknote stamps paying 6x3c rate on
domestic mall.

Figure 4 shows the same 3c stamp without the grill in a block of four with a pair pay ing
18c postage on a small domestic lett er. The letter wa s mailed from Oa kharbor, O hio, to
Weaver's Corners , O hio, on June 10, with no yea r. The letter bear s no registration mark-
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ings so we can on ly gue ss as to the con tents . Blocks of any of the bank not e sta mps a re very
sca rce on small covers.

Figure 5. First day use of 2c brown stamp
on October 1, 1883. The rate rema ined at
2c for over forty years.

A small piece used on the first day of the 2c domestic ra te of Octo ber I, 1883, is il
lust rat ed in Figure 5. Does a ny read er possess other covers showing this first da y usage?

II

Figure 6. Terr itor ial use from Dakota to Canada on November 18, 1882.

Figure 6 shows a cover submitted to the editor. This uncom mon territoria l use was mailed
fro m Dakot a Territor y on November 18, 1882, to Ont ar io, Canada , with a 3c stamp. T he

I. 'rr'-f;---
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Figure 7. Cover from Washington Territory used during transition to statehood with
various markings Including "Registry Correct" mailed July 18, 1889.
128 Chronicle 110 I Ma y 1981 I Vol. 33, N o. 2



1875 agreement between Canada an d the U .S . provided tha t each cou ntry's domesti c rate
should apply.

Another dom estic banknote cover submitt ed by an int erested read er is shown in Figure 7.
This unusua l territor ial cover from a small town in Wash ingt on T erritory prob abl y co n
tai ned a money order. T he postmaste r evident ly canceled it with th e M .O .B. marking in
stea d of the registered . Th e letter went unclaimed and was sta mped " RET U R NED TO
WRIT ER " a nd mispl aced for 18 months. Figure 8 shows the ba ck of the letter. In the inter
vening 18 months, Washin gton had become a sta te and the post mast er or a repl acement
noti ced the erro r a nd marked it Registered on Jan uary 12, 189\ , and sent it to th e dead let
ter office. Th e "Correct" ova l was applied on J anu ar y 20. According to the owne r, this is
the on ly record ed marking of th is type as it was used on regist ered pack ages of mail received
fro m other post offices . Hence, thi s lett er was prob ab ly th e bot tom piece in a la rge bundle
and received the marking on the back when the pile was turned over. Are there a ny other
opinions?

Figure 8. Por
tion of reverse of
cover showing
the " C o rrec t "
marking.

Another Postal Use of the 90c Small Banknote Stamp
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Figure 9. Portion of 11 ounce package showing 90c and 30c small banknote stamps
paying the rate to Colombia, S.A. This Is the fourth such cover on record bearing the
90c stamp.
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The last figure shows a cove r submitte d by a Midw estern mem ber in response to my arti
cle in Chronicle 107. Th is lar ge piece of wrapper was on ce in the collection of Fra nk lin
Roosevelt. The 90c and 30c stamps pay a 22x5c plus la c registry ra te on 11 ounce package
sent to th e U.S. Consul in Colombia, S .A. T he package is thou ght to have conta ined
sta tionery supplies for the co nsulate. Unless there is an overp ay, the pack age was ma iled
be fore 1893 when th e registration fee was still lac . Can anyone show another example?

This cover represents the best type of response to a writer's effor ts and I thank the owner
for taking the time to share it with us all. The sharing of knowledge is its only real purpose.
Th e editor welcomes all correspondence and comments.
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My Outrlqht Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ava. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
.~~~~~
~ Borrow with confidence ~
rMl In any emergency, borrow ~

I ~del::;~~'~:U~~~ou~e~glle~~ I
tion as collateral and still
retain complete ownership.
At Edelman's, you can

." obtain quick, confidential ~

~
' loans for any amount up

to 80% of the value of
your properties - from

I $50 to $50,000 and more. ~
Write today for further

~ infore;;imoJt's I
~ 301 Old York Road ~rMl Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 rM\
lWJ _(Suburban Philadelphia) tWJ

.~~~§4
130
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

A N OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC 

TION CA TALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUAllY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J . 07078

CharIer me mber of U.S.

Phi lale lie Classi cs Socie ly
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A Sampling o f Recent Auction Realizations .

la, Used ,

R ealized $4750.00

29, Used ,

Re al ized $800.00

15, OG, LH,

Re alized $3500.00

38, Used ,

Re al ized $1200.00

26, "Ax"cancel of
Collinsville, Conn .,

Realized $180 .00

011, OG, HR ,
Re alized $1150.00

All p rices quoted a re less the 10% buyers p remium .

Publ ic auc t io ns o f th e h igh est ca l iber h eld on a

regul ar b asis in our Boston auc t io n galle ry.

The 4
Collectors' 1JJJfi

Auctioneer m&
~

SIMMY'S
STAMPCOMPANY. INC.

Sirnrn y' s Starnp Co., Inc.

14 8 State St .
Boston , M ass . 02109

617 227 277 0 In M ass .

800 225 6276 Toll Free

Cata logs mailed free up on request.
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, AMoc. Editor

WALTEA HUBBAAD, ASloc. Editor
1868 BRITISH MAIL FROM FRANCE
BARBARAJ. WALLACE

Th ough British M ail was employed extensively to convey letters between the U.S .A . and
Fra nce be fore and afte r the period of the 1857-69 U.S.-Fra nce Treaty, such uses a re quite
unu sual du ring the convention period. The inclusion of Fra nce as an available destina tion
via Brit ish Mail in the Detai led Regul at ions of the I Jan. 1869 U.S.- G .B. Co nvention' laid
t he gro undwo rk for th e 1870 " Pha ntom Rat e" uses discussed by Hargesf though neit her
the 1868 nor 1869 U .S. -G .B. Conventio ns ma de reference to m ail f rom France.

Th e subject cover (Figure I) is franked with one 80c. Napoleon of the J anua ry 1868 issue
and orig ina ted at "Le H avre 12 Dec . 1868" add ressed to New Yo rk. At lower right is a red
circle mark ing " New York Paid All Jan (I'?)." The foregoing traits suggest a common
single ra te French T rea ty use lat e in that per iod . T he novelty begin s with the endorsement
" p st Mi nnesota via Live rpoo l." Thi s stea mer was of the Liverpool & Great Weste rn
Stea mship Co ., popul arly know n as the "Guion Line" ,' established 1866 and not to be con
fused with the Fern ie Bro thers Guion line which opera ted in 18634 or the National Line
(1864-1914 ).5

British open mall, Havre to New York, Dec. 1868; 3c credited to U.S.

This line of steamships comes to the atte ntion of the student of U.S. post al history in con
nection with th e events following the I Jan . 1870 ra te and contrac to r payment cha nges ,
whereby thi s firm accepted the redu ced compensa tion basis for ca rrying the British mails
from the U .S .A . Hubbard and Friend" pro vide sai ling tables beginn ing with the voyage of
15 Dec. 1869 from Liverpool to New York .

Th e line sta rted up , howe ver , in August 1866 with the 20 day passage of the Manhattan
from Liverpool to N ew York carrying 703 passengers plus cargo. Afte r th is very slow cross-

I. PM G R eport / 868. Wierenga reprint ed. , 251.
2. George Hargest , Leit er Post Comm unications. etc ', 168-76.
3. N .R .P . Bonsor , No rth Atlantic Seawa y . Vol. II , 1978 ed., 701-1I.
4. Ibid.. 590- 1.
5. Ibid.. 599-6 15.
6. Chronicle 103:216-21; 104:289-91.
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ing they achieved a passabl e average westbound time of about 13Y2 days. The Minnesota's
ma ide n voyage Liverpool to New York was 14 Apr. 1867 and by 1869 the line had sufficient
ships to provide a wee kly service.

The Guion Line is not shown by the PMG as a ca rrier of mail to or from France in the
1868-9 fiscal year .' In the table of contractors for British Mails th e" Mi scellaneous Line" is
shown, which by thi s time had become synonymous with the Inman or Dale Line." A more
promising category is "British Steamship Company" by which means 1,685 "rates of let
ters" were conveyed to the U.S.A ., though none from the U .S .A. to Britain .

One ma y wonder why a correspondent would specify transport by thi s ship or line. They
were hardly the greyhounds of the seas in thi s period a nd, furthermore, the French Line was
sai ling regul arl y from Ha vre, the ori gin of thi s letter . Their next dep arture from that port
was Europe which sa iled December 17.10 Th e purpose here is re vealed by the letter co ntents
which co ns ist of a shipping advice for ca rgo co nsigned to the Minnesota.

Since thi s letter was endorsed to a Briti sh ship not customa rily engaged in th e transport
of French M ail , it wa s marked with a red boxed "P.P." " and forwarded to Eng la nd in ac
cordance with the Anglo-French postal treaty effective I Jan. 1857.12The 80 c. rate paid by
the sta m p was sti ll the theoretical British Mail rate from France to the U.S .A. frontier via
British Pa cket. An anomaly arose in view of the fact th at there wa s no provision in the 18
June 1867 U.S.-British T reat y for thi s long obsol ete mean s of handling the France to
U .S .A . mail s . The bother som e split rat e on t ran sit mail was elimina ted by the peculiar
lan gu age of A rt icle 14:13

Th e amount of postage chargeable by the United States po st office, on its ow n ac
cou nt, upo n every single letter sent through the U nited Kingd om in ordi na ry ma ils, ad
dressed to th e U nited S tates , shall be th ree cents, and the a mo unt of postage cha rgea ble
by the British post office, on its own account , upon every single lette r sent th rough the
U nited S ta tes in ordina ry mails, addresse d to the U nited Kingdom , sha ll be one penn y.

This provided for a credit to the recipi ent country for inland postage on aI/ lett ers with no
differ entiation made for part-paid or unp aid tr an sit mail a nd became effective I J an . 1868.
The treat y lan guage was improved in the I Jan . 1869 versionI. where by the corr espond ing
article (X V) specifies paid letters . The U .S .A . cred it for tr ansit lette rs was reduced to two
cents result ing in the scarci ty of such cove rs showing a three cent cred it to the U .S .A. ob 
served by H argest , th is pr ovision applying only during ca lenda r yea r 1868.

Th e matt er was handled in thi s case by applying th e red London " PA ID" (A lcock &
Holland N o. 1354).ISA varia t ion of the qu adrisect ed ci rcle pa ck et mark (A& H 2002)16 in
red , " 14/ 12/6/8, L" , was applied to the reverse. This is a marking of the "London Head
Office" according to Alcock & Holland . Th e credit to the U.S.A . was expressed with a red
" 3 C ENTS". 11

As of I J an. 1862, Britain was to recei ve 1.60 Franc per 30 g. for sea and transit postage

7. PMG R eport lSov, Wierenga reprint ed ., 124.
8. / bid. , 123.
9. /bid. . 129. Table I I illust rates this eq uation. In th e 1870 Rep ort both In ma n and G uion a re me n

tio ned in the tabl es by na me and th e " catch-a ll" groupi ngs a re elimi na ted .
10. S alles, La Paste M aritime Francaise , Vol. IV, 234.
II. A co rrect ap plicat ion of this marking in its normal peri od of use on France to U .S .A . mai ls is

show n by Hargest , op . cit. . Fig. 41, 69.
12. S all es, op. cit .. Vol. IV, 280- 1.
13. PMG R eport / 867. Wierenga reprint ed ., 99 . Fo r discussion see Hargest , op . cit . . 149.
14. PMG R eport/ 868 . ed. cit ., 244.
15. A lcock & Holland , British Postmarks . Chelte nha m, Engla nd, 1977, 130- 1.
16./bid ., 238-41 .
17. H argest , op . ci t. . 29, Fig . II.
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on French ma il to th e U .S .A . 18 For the th eoreti cal 7 '12 g. lett er , thi s would be 40c. or 4d ., the
exact amoun t of j ust the sea postage for a single lette r under th e 1868 U.S.-Brit ish T reaty.
Wor se yet for the Brit ish , in th is instan ce, the 4d. credit would apply only for th e maximum
of 7 '12 g., a lesser weight letter yielding a lesser credit. At best, the British were " left out in
the co ld" co nce rn ing the recovery of the mand atory 3c credit to the U.S .A . for inland
post age. T hey co uld not return it to France since it was correct ly paid and marked in ac
corda nce wit h the preva iling Fran co-British trea ty.

Th e entire rate st ruct ure was changed as of 1 J an . 1870 with the official esta blishme nt of
a fully prepaid rate from France to the U.S. A. via British Mail ," which ma de thi s a prac
tical route of co mmunicat ion.

18. Sa lles,op. cit. . Vol. VIII,50.
19. Hargest , op . cit. . 176-7.
MORE ON MAIL PREPAID WITH STAMPS PLUS CASH

ALLAN RADIN
In past issues of t he Chronicle. Geo rge E. Har gest, Ca lvet Hahn , and J ohn Woo llam

cited exa mpl es o f letters prepaid in pa rt by sta mps and in par t by cas h. Th e consensus ap 
pear s to be that such covers in the trans-Atlantic treat y mails, particul arly incoming to th e
U nited Sta tes, ar e ra re.

Figure 1. From Atens, fully franked at 51/2 groschen (13 c, the single Bremen convention rate,
U.S. - Oldenburg, 15 Aug. 1853·1 Jan. 1868) with 1, 2, and 1/2 groschen '62 Issue stamps.
Marked PAID, 10 grote and 41/2 sllbergroschen (both 10 c, the Bremen-U.S. International
rate). Transit by N.G.L. "America," arr. N.Y. 28 Sep. 1863.

Figure 2. From Neuenburg, franked with the 1 groschen '59 stamp, but marked PAID, 10
grote, 41/2 sllbergroschen, showing the cash payment paying the remainder of the 51/2
groschen rate. Transit by N.G.L. "New York," arr. N.Y. 17 Oct. 1860.
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In Apfelbaum's auction no. 477 ( 12- 13 Dec. 1980), lots 1843 and 1845-1 848 included 13
covers from the Gr and Duchy of Oldenburg to a Dr. Hausmann in Washington, D.C. They
were all conveyed in the Bremen mai ls, and all were prepaid: one fully franked with sta mps
(F igure 1), thr ee stampless, and no fewer tha n nine were only part ly franked with sta mps
(Figure 2)!

No doubt such covers are indeed scarce. But if collectors and/or students sought them
out specifically, it might turn out that they were not as sca rce as previously assumed.
A PCM COVER TO MEXICO
ALLAN RADIN

Except for British mail between Ca nada and Grea t Britain foreign mail in transit via the
United States dur ing the treaty mail period is seldom seen. Thi s is part icularl y tru e for
Prussian Closed Mail (PC M). In his classic work ' Geo rge E. Hargest does trea t PCM in
transit via the German -Austrian Postal Union (GA PU) comprising the various German
states and the Austrian Empire and adrn inistered by the Prussian postal system. He makes
no mention at all of PCM in transit via the United Sta tes .

Article IV of the PCM Convention left room for such tran sit mails. A Post Office
Department order of 15 September 18532 listed destin ati ons to which such mail cou ld be
sent, along with the applicable rates of postage: prepayment in Prussia was mandat ory.

The prepa yment to the following destinat ions was the U.S. and Prussian postage:
35c/ 'I2 oz. - Cu ba, British West Indies, Curacao.
45c - Chagres, Panama, Mexico.:'
30c - New Brunswick, Ca pe Breton, Prin ce Edward's Island ,

Newfoundland, Sandwich Islands.
Prepayment to Canada was the U.S., Prussian, and Ca nadian postage - total 35c.
And to the following destinat ions the prepaid postage was the total of U.S. , Pru ssian , and

British rates:
59c/ 'I2 oz. - West Indies (not British), Carthagena, Hondur as, N icarag ua.
53c - Bogota, Buenaventura.
73c - Ecuado r, Bolivia, Chile.
57c - Peru.

Shown here is a folded lett er to Durango, Mexico, originating in Suhl, 25 Feb. 1857. It
bears the familiar Aachen exchange office markin g of PCM , in vermillion, denoting credit
to the United Sta tes for a prepaid lett er , 30c in manuscri pt in this case. (The conve ntiona l
breakdown is 2c Belgian transit, 18c British tra nsit and packet posta ge.' and 10c U.S.
postage to the Mexican frontier.) The New York exchange office unfortu nately did not ap
ply its dated handstamp but did apply the red, curved PAID and magenta " 35" restatement
of the total postage. The cover bears the 15 April 1857 tran sit marking of Vera Cruz and
black hand stamped "2" denoting 2 reales postage due.

A question ar ises: Co uld letters from any of the listed places be sent in the eastbou nd
PCM via the United States? Perhaps yes if all postage ot her than the internal in the place of
origin had been prepaid with U.S. sta mps, as is the case with the ra re and spectacular cover
from Hawaii to Switzerland illust rated and described by assoc iate edito r Cha rles J .
Star nes.' That cover, and four other known prepaid east bound r CM covers fro m Hawaii ,
are the only evidence which can be offered.

I. History of Leit er Post Communication . . .
2. Notes of Postm aster Genera l Horati o King contai ned in T heron Wierenga's reprint of 1852

Postal Laws and Regulat ions.
3. /bid.: "order 25 Jul y 1854 putting Mexi co in the 35c lis t."
4 . Actually the U.S. , from its share of the postage , paid 8.75 d ./oz. bu lk Br it ish te rritoria l transit

charge, if by British packet. See Chronicle 49:74.
5. Chronicle 93:64.
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Folded lett er from Suh l, Kingdom of Prussia, to Durango, Mexico. Aachen credit to the Unit
ed States: 30c In manuscript. New York: PAID and manuscript "35. " Red crayon "2/131/4"
represents 2 sllbergroschen GAPU Internal postage and 131/4 sllbergroschen foreign
postage. Black Vera Cruz transit marking and black handstamped "2" denoting 2 reales
postage due.

It is under st a nd able tha t PC M transit mai l via the GA PU, representi ng co rrespondence
be tween the U nited S ta tes a nd Switze rland, Scandinavia , Ru ssia , Ita ly, etc .. should be
more plent iful th a n PC M transit mai l via the U nite d States. rep rese nting correspondence to
or fro m th e listed weste rn hemisph ere places. What lacks a readi ly appa ren t ex pla na tion,
however , is th e extreme rarity of the latter.
We buy better covers of

United States Offices in China
and

19th Century Trans-Pacific Mail

Please phone or write:

George

•AleVi!_~-i l-~-lI e-B-I VC-i S-ul-Ie-30-7- - - - -

Santa M onIC,' Cahlo rrua 90401
Telephon e I 21314 50 2543
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SERVING THE RESEARCHER

New and out of print Philatelic, Civil War, Western, Military, Railroad, In
land and Ocean Transportation, Historical Literature and Maps. In addi
tion, we have a free Book Search Service, and service Want Lists. We are
currently buying and selling.

SOME OF OUR CURRENT OFFERINGS

1. U.S. State and Maps of other Countries (1800-1900)
give year needed $10.00 up

2. White. Railway Mail Service, 1973 Reprint . 274 pp . $10.95

3 . Staff. Transatlantic Mail, 1980 Reprint. 192 pp. $35.00

4. Gallagher and Patera. Wyoming Post Offices, 1980. 176 pp .
w ith companion A Checklist of Wyoming Post Offices,
1980.16 pp. $18.00

5. Lord . Historical Atlas of the United States,
1953.238 pp.. Reprint $30.00

6. Turner. Sloane's Column, 1980 Reprint. 467 pp . $40.00

7. Bowen. The United States Post Office Guide 1851, Reprint $25.00

8. Lyt le. Merchant Steam Vessels of the U.S. 1807-1868,
1975.330 pp. with 1978 supplement $18.50

9 . Mills. Coastal and Inland Steam Vessels
1809-1930,147 pp. $20.00

10 . Arnell . Atlantic Mails, 1980.412 pp. $40.00

11 . Rollen and Twyman. The Encyclopedia of Southern History,
1.416 pp. $75.00

12 . Wakelyn. Biographical Dictionary of the Confederacy,
1977.601 pp. $30.00

13 . Davis . Perry. Kickley . Official Military Atlas of the Civil War,
1978.408 pp. $60.00

14 . Deaton, Texas Postal History Handbook, 1980. 245 pp. $30.00

HENRY C. HENSEL
THE MEMORABILIA CORNER

P.O. BOX 15052 NORFOLK, VA 23511
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER,Edltor
As thi s is being wri tten, man y of us are head ed to the 1981 A nnual M eeting a t Garfield
Perry. T he las t Cover C orner was in the November 1980 issue, # 108. Du e to the holiday
season we m issed be ing in # 109 . Before we get int o the an swers received , please refer back
to Figure 3 in #107 with R ob ert S to ne's excellent an alysis of a cover ca r ried to Cana da on
the S.S. Canim a by the Queb ec a nd G ulf Ports Stea ms hip C om pany. We received a lett er
fro m Kenneth S. Mack en zie, Act ing Head of Research , N at ional Posta l Mu seum , 180
W ellin gton St., Ottaw a , Cana da K IA 1C6, sa ying that he is study ing th is line. Other vesse ls
th at carried mai ls a re Bermuda. Muri el. Orinoco. Trinidad. Pretoria. R oraima , Bermu
dian. Guiana. Hadji , Parima , Caribbee, and Korona. H e wo uld be glad to receive copies of
covers an d any ot her inform ation to help him write a hist ory of th e Q . & G .P.S. Co .

ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 108
Figures I and 2 show two Due 1 covers . Not many venture d co mments . R obert

M eyer sburg was bra ve eno ugh to co mment on both . The adve rt ised one he feels was a

prepaid sta m pless pr ior to J an . 1856. Th e rate (3c?) is unm arked , a nd no Pa id m ark ing
shows , but there is a ms. town ma rkin g different fro m th e address, so thi s is not a drop
letter. Ca lvet H ahn al so an a lyzed th e cove r, a nd writes :

Base La ke, Michigan received a P.O . in 1850 on Rout e 3815 from Gra nd Haven at6
AM once in 2 weeks Tues. by and thru co untries of Ocea na, Meena, Mason, a nd
Man iotee to Gra nd T ra ver se Bay by 6 PM next Fri ., 150 mi les an d back, by following
Tues . A sta mp was removed upper left wher e pa rt of pen cancel can be see n. It got to
S he rb urn a nd the boxed Advertised a nd DU El l were added for Ie adv t . fee.

Cal is wo rk ing a lertly, but ha s only the phot ographic illust rat ion . A careful examinat ion
of th e ac tua l cove r shows no evide nce of a stamp ever having been a pplied on face or ba ck,
so Bob is proba bly co rrec t in ca lling it a stam pless cover. Th e Ac t of 3 M ar. 1851 set a ra te
o f lc, plu s postage, for an adve rtised letter .

-..,.J l

Figure 1. Cover with manuscript postmark and ADVERT ISED and DUE/1 handstamps.

The cover in Figure 2 with two 3c '6 1 stamps plus the Du e I marking for a tota l of 7c is a
real problem . The dauntless and kno wledgeable Calvet Hahn writes:

This was presuma bly ca rried by on e of 4 vesse ls by that nam e . .. A shade da ting of the
stam ps m ight elimi na te severa l of these possibil it ies. As the sta mps were issued in th e fa ll
of 186 1, the Ac t o f 2/27 /61 sho uld ap ply for stea mboa t lett ers e.g., 5c deliver ed a t p.o.
for pri vat e ship or steam boa t letter s. (sec t. 9) . A poss ible explana tio n, but one I don ' t find
supported in the rema inde r of PL &R 's for 1861 or 1863, is the sect. 9 proviso th at the
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Figure 2. Cover with pair of 3c 1861 cancelled STEAM BOAT and marked DUE/1.

sa me cha rge should be levied as when p.o . has contract vessel plus 2c which might reach
5c+2c.

The Ac t of Mar ch 3, 1863, provided tha t prepaid by stam p stea m boa t lett e rs on non
cont ract ships wou ld be cha rged double postage. or 4c delivered at NYC, not the 7c as
noted here. Another pos sib le explanation , and perh aps more like ly ste ms from the ad
dress a t Box #559 1 PO . As in earli er days, th e Act o f Apr. 16, 1862, a utho rized branch
p.o.'s a nd aut horized a charge of Ic for each letter del ivered. If we co ns ider the br anch of
fice to be forwa rded by mail the 6c double fee would a pply plu s l c due fo r handling out.
Adm ittedly thi s is tortuous rea sonin g and yo u ma y get better from someone more
knowledgeable of thi s time period .

If Prof. Cla rence T a rt co uld exa mine th e stamps on this cover, he co uld guess the year of
printing with acc uracy. Your Editor's guess is 1863, so Cal's idea of Ic for local deli ve ry
may be co rrect. T he Act of 3 Apr. 1860 set a ra te of Ic for drop letters del iver ed by ca r riers .
A nother idea is that th is was a non-cont ract vesse l, wit h specia l ra te of Ic ins tead of the 2c
set for th in the Ac t of 27 Feb. 1861. T here were some waterways whe re a Ic rate wa s ac
cepted by the pri vate ships , such as Chesapeake Bay, Lake Champlain, the Great Lakes, or
Fall R iver even though no t au thorized by a PM G Order or an Act. Robert Meyersburg
writes that thi s might be a double weight way letter picked up somewhere enroute to NY,
prior to I Ma r. 1863 when the Ic way fee wa s abo lished. This Editor be lieves this wa s a non 
con tract vesse l requiring double pos tage, a nd the Ic covered loca l de livery, with probable
period of use 1864-6 5. The steamer G. Washington is rep ort ed to ha ve plied th e wa ters be
twee n NY a nd Sava nna h, so so me stude nt co uld chec k to see if th e owners had a co nt ract,
or not. Furthe r co mments are invited .

A la te a nswer received fro m Richa rd B. Gra ha m ou t lines a no the r possibili ty:
This cover represents one of tho se pos tal histo ry anoma lies so cha rac te ristic o f the

C ivil War and immediate post-war eras .
According to the revi sed postal laws and regulati on s effe cti ve I July 1863, both

" ste amboat" and " ship" letter ra tes were cha nged to a uniform rat e of double the
domestic postage, based upon weight. Previously, ship lett er s had been cha rged per lett e r
a nd not by weight. The di ffer ence. pr ior to 1861. between " sh ip" and " steamboat " usage
was mainly whether the letter was carried over wat er s co ns idered a postal route of the
Un ited States. Such ca rriage, in both cas es, was by sh ips or boats not having a mai l
ca rry ing con tract with th e U .S . Post Office Depart m en t. (See SiIllPSOII ·.I' USPAf . pages
213 , et seq . and 263 et seq .)

A fter J uly I , 1863, no reason in the P.L. & R. existed for such covers to be "Due I " ex
cept whe re postage was partiall y prepa id .

The cover shown probabl y or iginat ed a t Savann ah , Georgia. by bein g handed a boa rd
the (presumably) U .S. Qu artermaster Dept. co ntrac t steamer G. Washingt on. The da te
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of use was after th e fall o f Savanna h (in very lat e 1864 ) prob ably bein g 1865 or 1866.
Altho ugh the lett e r show n is addressed to New York C ity, th e "STEA M BOAT " being a
type used th ere, th e pr esen ce of the two 3c 1861 stam ps precludes its being a double ra te
ship or steam lett e r, deli ver ed a t the por t, with postage adjusted by paymen t of Ic. (Many
ship letter s prepaid with a 3c 1861 stam p, and with Ic du e, and add ress ed to the po rt of
entry, exist .) The sev en ce nt total was not co mpa tible wit h any dou ble rate at th is da te.

The addressee, J oseph H oy & Co ., is the final nam e, here, evide ntly of a N ew York of
fice , of the fam ou s New Orl ean s firm of Buch annon , Carro ll an d lat er , Ca rro ll Hoy &
Co., fro m which so man y grea t co vers ha ve co me to grace co llectors' a lb ums.

I own a simila r cove r. It ha s the sa me "Stea mboa t" an d " Due I" handstam ps. T he
cove r is add ressed to Court la nd County , Ne w Yor k, and bea rs a co rne r card, " Office
Provost Marsha l, Distri ct of Savannah, Ga ." It has postage prep aid by a sing le 3c 186 1
sta m p placed over th e legend " official business ."

Fro m the records o f H enry A . Meyer, the marking "STEA M BO AT" in thi s exact
sty le was in use a t Ne w York prior to th e C ivil War. He had no reco rd of pos t-war use.

Wh en I first saw th ese co vers, I immedia te ly ass umed th e use was at Baltim ore. Henry
Me yer a nd I had reco rded numerou s exa m ples of covers with this ma rk ing, beari ng 3c
1861 or 1869 sta m ps , with a very simila r "Steamboat" hand sturnp a nd reruted with " Due
I" or "Due 2." Mr. M eyer believed that th ese usages wer e set up by lett ers dir ectiv e from
the Post master Genera l to the postmaste rs of the port s involved (as ide from Balt im or e,
others a re ra re). T he rea son for the pre sumed order ca n only be a matter of spec ula tio n
until a copy o f such a lett er is seen. Our theory is as foll ows:

U nder the posta l act o f 1863, a ltho ug h the postage co llec ted was inc reased, the dist inc
t ion between letter s ca rried ove r dom est ic mail ro utes an d those carried ot herw ise was
removed . Since the paym ent s of 2c per letter were thu s auto mat ica lly ex tended to master s
of th ose stea m boa ts plyin g dom estic mail routes not who lly confi ned to inland wa ters, it
ge ne ra ted co m pet it ion for the co nt ract rou tes. Co nsequently. where there was a good
deal of suc h activi ty, suc h as in C hesapea ke Bay into Balt imo re. orders were issued
red ucing th e fee a nd a lso th e postage du e.

These two covers d iscu ssed are the on ly such examples I' ve seen whe re the pr act ice was
foll owed a t New York.

Figure 3. Unpaid cover from France to Indiana at depreciated currency rate.

Figu re 3 shows an overa ll illustr at ed cove r to Notre Dame in Ind ia na . Calling it " easy"
goaded responder s into lengthy answers . A lthough there is some dup licat ion these answers
all have va luable insigh ts to cont ribute, and therefore a re quoted with onl y minor dele tions.
(Comments were also received from Dick G ra ham and Cal H ah n.)
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Richard Winter writes as follows:
T he key to th e problem cover is the French curr ency mark ing F* R over 2 F in a

tom bstone-like sha pe. This mar king, acco rding to R aym ond Salles, was used be twee n I
J uly 1870 and I A ugu st 1874 o n un paid French ma ils se nt to th e U. S. th rou gh Eng la nd.
II was appl ied to show that the lett er was for wa rded to Engla nd a t th e 2 fran c per 30
gra ms bulk weight rate in acco rda nce with ex isti ng A nglo- French conve ntions. Si nce th e
U. S .- Fre nch T rea ty expired on 3 1 December 1869 , ma ils th rou gh Eng la nd were not sent
in closed mai ls a nd could not be pai d to destina tion; the re fo re , th e por tion of tr an sit be
tween France and England was acco unte d for under existin g A nglo-F rench conve ntions.

Explai ning the rates on thi s lett er is a litt le more difficul t. I be lieve the letter weig hed J!.l _
I ounce, requ iring four rat es by French acco unti ng . S ince U. S. and Brit ish ra tes were
based on 1f2 ou nce pr ogression , and French on 71f2 gra ms , I have a rrived a t a tot al fee o f
52c due. England marked the leite r for 48c debit to t he U.S . The N ew York exc ha nge of
fice cr ossed out " 48" and ind icat ed 63c due in gree nbacks. Depreciat ed currency ra tes
were in effect and required paym en t of 52c in coi n o r 63c in not es based on infla t ion ra te
on th e day of a rriva l. Based on this differen ce in rat e of notes ove r coi n, I would say the
da te was August 1870 when the inflati on rat e was highest o f the four possi ble yea rs . . . .
T he following is my assessme nt of the fees for this co ver: Fren ch tr ansit 40c, Brit ish in
la nd 4c, Sea 4c, (48c), plus U. S. inland 4c, to ta l rate 52c.

A wide-ranging and thought ful response was received from James Pratt:
Th is pro blem is rem iniscent of a n earli er pro blem cover, fro m Chronicle 92:297. II,

too, was sent unpaid from Fra nce to the U .S . d uring the 1870- 1874 period , a nd ha d two
ma nuscript ma rkings, the lower of which was inked out. While some point s co ncern ing
the pre sent problem cover seem cle ar enough, the allem pted a na lysis of t he Chronicle 92
cover co nfi rms that ana lysis of th is class of mai l is not easy .

T he 1870-74 per iod is clea r from the "G .B. 2F" Brit ish- Fr en ch tray mark ing. Wh ile
thi s class of mark ing was esta blished in the British- French Treat y o f 1856, it docs not ap
pear on ma ils to the U .S . unti l 1870, after the U .S .-French Treat y of 1857 expired . T his
part icular style of mar king, moreo ver , was not introduced unti l July I, 1870. As of
A ugus t I , 1874 , th ese markings were discon tinued , since U. S .- French mail s were co n
veyed und er the U. S .- French Treat y of 1874 . The London tran sit back st am p
cor robora tes the 1870-74 period , since mail und er the 1857 a nd 1874 tr eat ies was se nt
th rou gh England in closed bags.

T he A ugust da te in the French post ma rk excludes 1874 , so we arc left wit h 1870 . 187 1,
1872 and \873. The cho ice as bet ween these yea rs can pe rhap s be mad e by a na lyzing th e
" 63" as a due ra ting in depreciate d currency . Ac cord ing to H argest the actu a l collec tions
in silver subsid iary co ins (thro ugh circa 1873) or go ld (fro m ci rca 1873) wo uld be a bout
57.9c, 59. 1c, 58.9c, and 55.3c for the years in quest ion . A t p. 193 .. . H a rgest pr ovides a
ca lcula tion as o f August 20, 1873, which produces a collec ti on o f 54.5 4c on a de precia ted
currency rat ing of 63c. II is diffi cult to be precise witho ut th e U .S . exc hange office dat e,
since the ma rke t pr ice of U .S . notes fluctu at ed da ily.

In choosing between these years it is necessary to con st ruct possible ratings for the
cover. T he conve ntiona l ana lysis hold s tha t the rates were built up based on a 10c cha rge
per qu arter ounce (British credit to Fra nce , derived fro m th e 2 francs per ounce bulk mail
rat e) plus a 6c charge pe r ha lf ounce (2c Briti sh inland , 2c Bri tish sea, 2c U .S . inland) .
Britain cla imed 14c on a single ra te lette r, 24c on a quarter to ha lf ounce letter , etc . a nd
ma rked eac h letter accordi ng ly. Th is ma kes it a ppea r th at th e "48" is Britain' s sha re of
the postage, an d this is co ns istent wit h a lett er exceedi ng J!.l oun ce but not exceedi ng I
ounce. T he 48 was pr obab ly cross ed ou t in the U .S . excha nge of fice so it woul d not be
mistaken for a d ue rat ing .

T he rub in all th is, of co urse , is th at 52c does not co nvert to 63c a bsent a most unu sual
fluctua tion in the mark et pr ice of U .S . notes. M oreover. th e conventiona l ex plana t ion of
how rates were bu ilt up on unpaid France-U .S . mail du ring the 1870-74 period seems to
violate A rticle X IV of the then effect ive U. S .-Brit ish T reat y o f 1868, wh ich provide s as
follows: " T he combined territo ria l and sea ra tes upon tra nsit co rr es pondence sent in or
di nary ma ils to be acc ounted for by on e office to the other sha ll be th e sa me th at a re pa id
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by the inhabita nts of the country through which the correspondence is forwarded. " It is
th is nondiscrimination principle that accounts for the 12c a nd 10c Brit ish mail rates to
France, since Brit ish- French ra tes were 8c per qu arte r ounce from Jan .-June 1870 (Art.
X III of Brit ish-French Treaty of 1856) an d 6c per third ounce from J uly 1870-74 (Art. I
of Br itish -Fren ch Trea ty of 1869). To these ra tes (credi ted to Bri ta in) wer e added the
U .S. in la nd and sea cha rges of 4c pe r ha lf ounce ( 15 gra ms ) as per U.S .- British T reaty .
Attem pts to ra te 1870-74 Fra nce-U .S . unpaid letter s by add ing 4c per ha lf ounce to the
Brit ish- F rench unp a id rat es of 16c per qua rter ounce (J an .-J une 1870) a nd 12c pe r thi rd
ounce (Ju ly 1870- 74 ) a rc subject to objections, however. It is possible that th ese objec
tion s a rc surmou ntab le but this is a complicated ma tter a nd lies out side the sco pe o f this
response.

In the ana lysis of the Chronicle 92 cove r the re was an attempt to br idge the gap be
tween the 36c and 42c rat ings by concoct ing a 6c unpaid letter fine . H argest , however ,
states that there were no such fines on thi s cla ss of mail. a nd the evidence of sing le ra te
cove rs supports this st atement.

It may be that I have a bli nd spo t, and have over looked some obvious explanation
which accounts for th e rat ings on th is cove r (a nd on the Chronicle 92 cover). I am an xious
to read othe r res po nses, in ho pes th a t I will fina lly sec why this cover is "an eas y one ."

Anothe r answer ca me from Susan McDonald:

I ag ree that the Not re Da me illust rated cove r is a tt ract ive but I don 't conside r it eas y
at all. The postmark of o rigin is no t decipher able though it ma y be Neui lly. The only
thing certai n is th a t th e month is A ugust. T he truncated ova l ,,* F R/2F" is Salles #3 124,
vol . VI I I, 93 . Salles states thi s marking is known used from I J uly 1870, when an ad
d it iona l agreeme nt be tween Grea t Brita in and Fran ce of 2 1 Sept. 1869 took effect. The
re levant provision was for a bul k ra te of 2 fra ncs per Brit ish ounce . It and three simila r
mark ings a ppear on unpa id ma il to the U.S . via Engla nd .

Acco rdi ng to H ar gest (p, 177) unp a id lett er s such as this co uld be sent only via
Englan d . T he Br it ish d ivided th e bul k rat e by fou r to o btai n a sing le (1/. oz. ) ra te of 5
decimes o r lOc, T hey adde d British pos tage of 4c per III oz. (2c inland and 2c sea). T hese
amounts ( 14c per si ng le 1/.1 oz. lett er ) were debited to the U .S. O n a 11. -111oz . lett er (do ub le
Fre nch, single Briti sh) the debit wa s 24c; for 111_31. oz. 38c (t riple French , double Brit ish);
a 31. - 1 oz . letter was debi ted 48c (quadruple French , double Brit ish). Thi s letter wa s a p
pa re nt ly in the 31. _1 oz . ra nge, hence the 48c debit applied by the Brit ish excha nge office .
Th e U .S . ra te on th ese lett ers has bee n inferr ed at 2c per 1/1 oz . (Hargest , pp . 177, 193), so
U .S . pos tage of 4c was added to make a tota l of 52c due .

T he da te of thi s lette r m ust, however, fa ll with in the period of U .S . deprec ia ted
curre ncy , so th e cover was ma rke d for a co llect ion of 63c in gree nbacks . T he U .S .-France
ag ree ment of 28 A pril 1874 to ok effect I A ugust of tha t yea r, so the cover must da te
1870-73 incl us ive. The a mo unt o f 63c eq ua ls 121 perce nt of 52. T his figure does no t
co rrespond to th e ave rages given by H ar gest in col um n 6 (p. 187) fo r the yea rs in ques
t ion .
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We speciali ze in covers of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate cov e rs . In United States, we stock Trs ns-Atlentic, Registe red.
Specia l Del ivery and other special usages . We usually have a few Terri 
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South N.ples, Florid. 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
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As surmised by some readers, the cover is dated August 1870. It bears a red London
transit marking AU 6 70 and a partia l black New York receiving ma rk dated AUG 17
(bot h on reverse). When queried about the anomaly between the 1/3 oz. ra te base on
prepaid covers to France via England and the 1/.1 oz. unit on unpaid letters fro m Fra nce via
England, Charles Sta rnes agrees that this discrepancy is borne out by cover records and
states that the J uly 1870 change to 113 oz. has not yet been fully explained.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Figure 4 shows the next problem cover, a buff envelope with red cds and PAI D and rns.

"20" in black ink. What is probab le period of use, and what is a serious quest ion about this
item'!

Figure 4. Stamp
less cover with
HAMILTON Ga.
postmark In red .

Figure 5 shows an unusual cover, from St. Louis, Missouri, to Wurttemberg in 1849. It
bears an adhesive killed in red, same as the St. Louis cds. It is actua lly a red-orange, and the
Havre mark ing is a similar color, as well as the crayo n mar kings in the UL and U R. The
"5" and PAI D PART are in black. There is a French tra nsit mar k in black on the back of
this folded letter: "ETRANGE R */7 / JU IL/49 ." Will someone endeavor to expla in all of
this'!

Figure 5. From
51. Louis to Wurt·
temberg In 1849.
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Buying & Selling
Quality Classics

UNITED STATES 1847-1883

CANADA 1851 -1893

GREAT BRITAI N 1840-1 854

WESTERN EUROPE CLASSIC 1MPERFORATES

Including covers, cancellations and oth er specialized material

We publish bi-monthly pr ice lists. Our

stocks are very comprehensive and are

constantly changing. May we have your

want list?

RUSSELL S. MASCIERI
(DANAM STAMP CO.)

609-779·0779

800 Kings Hwy No., Suite 304 Cherry Hill, N.J . 08034
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HARMERS
International

1980
TWENTY-FIVE MILLION DOLLARS

TURNOVER

Philately today is truly international. M any top United States 1847 issues
are sold to Europe . Some superb German States items find homes in
America . British Commonwealth stamps finish everywhere. And so on .

When you sell your collection. no matter whether general or specialized.
you need an International Auction House. not a local one.

You need Harmers International. who gives you the choice of four active
Galleries (not agencies!) in New York . San Francisco. London (England) and
Sydney (Australia) ; who gives you the advantage of close liaison between
the Galleries at no additional charge ; who gives you overseas exhibition in
the case of important properties without extra charge : who gives you the
specialized knowledge of some twenty experts. many in professional
philately for over 40 years ; who charges reasonable commissions. far
lower than in Europe .

In the first place write to :

-HARMERS of New York Inc. 

6 West 48th Street
New York. NY 10036

Cabla : Harmersale New York Tel .(212)767 -4460

HARMERS of San Francisco Inc.

49 Geary Street
San Francisco. CA 94102

Cable : Harmersale San Francisco Tel.(416)392-8244

New York - San Francisco - London - Sydney
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