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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
It is a pleasure to announce that Frank Mandel has beco me edi tor of the Prestam p and
Stampless sect ion. Fra nk has long been interes ted in ea rly U.S . pos tal history , es pecia lly
postal mark ings in the ir vario us forms . He was awa rded the 1985 Ashbrook Cup for his
article on ratin g marks in the 1985 Congress Book . He has outlined some of the projects he
has in mind ; please offer your cooperation.

The lon g-running arti cle on Netherl and s-U.S . mails concludes in this issue . Many of
our readers have found it very useful . I want agai n to thank the authors for the translation and
for their gracious permission to reprint the article . Our fore ign mem bers are in a position to
contribute va luable informat ion , es pec ially in the fie ld of foreig n mai ls . The bonds formed or
reinforced at Ameripex promise many such co ntributions for future publicat ion .

Several soc ieties timed their publi cations for present ation at Ameripex. The MPOS's
new book is reviewed below . Th e PRA 's cover census and analysis will be reviewed in a
future issue . The Collectors Club of New York brought out a very large and impressive
volume: The Nineteenth Century Postal History ofNewfoundland by Robert H. Pratt ($ 140,
members $ 105) . Many of our members are interes ted (as is their editor) in BNA. Thi s is a
splendid book and highl y recommended . Also noteworth y is The Large Queen Stamps of
COllado 1868-1872 by H. E. and H. W. Duck worth , publi shed by the Vincent G. Greene
Philatelic Research Foundation , Toront o (about $90 U.S. ). Thi s is an exe mplary treat ise
covering all aspects of this beautiful issue , and an ess ential reference for a co llec tor of these
stamps.

* * *
Review: U.S. Route and Station Agent Postmarks. By Charles L. Towle. Publ ished in
Ameripex ed ition, 1986 , by Mobil e Post Offi ce Soc iety, RFD I , Box 9 1, Contoocook, N.H.
03229. Hardbound , 8 1j~ x 11 , 485 pages , print ed dust jacket and co lor frontispiece, many
cover illustrations . Available from the publi sher at $33 .00 , postpaid.

Historical Supplement, Railway Historical Notes with Maps, also by Towle, avail­
able with above from the publisher at an additional $10.00, postpaid.

This monumental work basically replaces to varying degrees the introductory and
catalog portions of Remele's U.S . Railroad Postmarks, 1837-1861 of 1958, and the
Meyer-Towle Railroad Postmarks ofthe U.S., 1861 to 1868, published in 1968 . It also
updates the similar data presented in Volume I of the U.S. Transit Markings Catalog,
1837-74.

While only the Remele work could be "retired" by this publication (and then only
by including the supplement), it includes an enormous amount of new and updated
information in a far more usable and compact form than have some of the predeces­
sor volumes.

The book title doesn't contain the word "railroad" because the book also includes
the markings applied by route agents aboard steamboats on waterways. These are cata­
logued with the markings applied by route agents on the railroads and a second cata-
154 Chronicle 131 I August 1986 I Vol. 38. No.3



log section covers the markings applied by station agents who were also post­
masters-and used their railroad ticket datestampers as postmarking devices.

The basic catalog starts with an enjoyable Foreword in which Charley Towle tells
how he got into this field and discusses its present status and possible future trends
as made possible by the new data presented in this book.

Following is an introduction of over 50 pages on subjects (quoting sub-titles):
"The Development of Railroad Mail ," "Route Agents and Their Duties," "Water­
way Mail Routes and Agents," "Station Agent Postmarks," "The Distributing Post
Office," and "How to use the Catalog." This latter section includes rarity factors
and dollar value correlations.

This introduction brings together the information needed to understand the mark ­
ings and correlates the data brought to light since all of the previous publications ap­
peared in print. It doesn't leave much to be explained.

Following are the two large catalog sections which are the main thrust of this work.
The route agent markings section is first, having tracings on left hand pages and ex­
planatory catalog data opposite. It includes over 2,500 railroad markings, a few from
combined rail and steamboat routes, plus express mail, etc., and also has nearly 200
markings applied by route agents aboard steamboats and ships.

The second catalog section includes 685 markings applied by station agents as
postmasters, all arranged by railroad names included in the datestamps with station
names as the sub-topic.

The catalog contains no R.P .0. markings; these may be covered in another (larger)
work.

Following the catalog sections is a list, based upon recent research by John Kay,
of the names and tenure of office of U.S. route agents up to 1861. This opens a lot
of doors; if there was a route agent on a route then postmarks could exist.

The markings are indexed several ways in different sections; by state, with the
station agent markings included but all by catalog numbers; by railroad name; and
the waterways markings by state. The last index has the station agent markings by
names of towns. Thus, the various indices serve both as a guide to forming a collec­
tion and as identification of a partial or incomplete strike.

The book concludes with a bibliography.
In considering what this work does and doesn't replace in the prior works on the

subject, the Remele book included a short history of the line, for each railroad, some­
times with a map of the road. The Meyer-Towle book contained diagrams rather than
maps, but only on a small portion of the routes covered. In either case, if there was
a map, finding wanted data was quick and easy.

The supplemental work provides substitutes for both the histories and diagrams,
but not in the same form. The histories are very terse, but essentially accurate and
complete. They are keyed in the main catalog to the supplement by reference codes
which make the process quick and useful. The maps in the supplement consist of 31
reprints from Poor's Manual of Railroads for 1883, and cover the country.

While the diagrams and maps in Remele and Meyer-Towle are useful, they don't
provide full coverage. These maps do, but it requires more effort to work out a route
in detail.

For those deeply interested in the subject, I recommend that the supplement be
purchased with the catalog, even if the editors felt there was so little demand for the
former that they ran a rather small printing. The sum total of the two represents a
compendium of Charles Towle's lifetime interest in the route and station agent mark­
ings. Which, I think, says enough!

Richard B. Graham
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
TWO HUNDRED YEARS OF POSTAL COMMUNICATIONS
THE NETHERLANDS - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CORNELIS MUYS and JAN GIPHART
Translated from the Dutch by Co rne lis Muys and J. Kobes

(Cont inued from Chronicle 130:90 )

1875
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION

With the introduction of a regulation following the establishment of the Ge nera l Postal
Union in 1875 , succeeded by UPU in 1878, the postal rate for a single letter was decreased to
12V2 cents for prepaid and maintained at 25 cents for unpaid mail.

1882
WEEKLY MAIL SERVICE TO NEW YORK WITH DUTCH SHIPS

Already in 1874 , the posta l authorities had signed a contrac t for transport of closed mail
with the Nederlandsch-A merikaansche Stoomvaart Maatschappij (later the Holland-America
Line). Since July I, 1882, the Mail Stea mships of this company maintained a weekly service
to New York. The ships departed alternative ly from Rotterdam and Amsterdam each
Saturday . Mai l was sent with this com pany only if it was clearly indicated that it was to be
sent in this manner. Besides this service , the exc hange of mail with Amer ica via London ,
later via Queenstown, with Brit ish ships was maintained. Around 1885 these ships provided
for 13 crossings per month . Besides this service there was a week ly mail transport performed
by the German Lloyd via Southampton to New York from 1868. These ships also transported
mail for the Dutch Post Offices .

Figure 41 . A postcard from United States to The Netherlands. 1894.

1905

In 1905 there was a regular mail exchange with the USA by:
I. the steamships of the Holland-America Line among which since 1900 were the very
fast-sai ling ships Rotterdam and Statendam;
2. the Brit ish packetboats via Queenstow n and Ge rman packetboats via Dover or South­
ampton;
156 Chronicle 131 / August 1986 / Vol. 38 . No. 3
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Doorloopend e epoorkaa rten naar alle beke nde plaatse·n in de Vereenigde
Stat en va n Am t rika , zOo op hillUke condit ien lIjj 0011 te bekomen. Kind eren

: van 5 - 12 jaar beta Jen op de spoor wegen in Amerika halv e vrac ht , die benede n
! 5 jaar zijn n o.

Pa eeegier e hehben op de epoorwegen in A merika p. m. 50 kilo hagage uij .
i Kindereu van 5 -12 ja n de helft . Voor overwicbt ken onge veer een vofde ge­
~ deelt e de r Passa git"rnracht voor elke 100 .-'.merikaan8C he ponden gevorderd worden.
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hare Agent en ~ ~ . te _.._ _

Figure 42. Holland America Line bulletin, announcing sailings, prices, and regulations.
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CONDITIEN.
EERSTE en TWEEDE KLASSE.

Onder de Paeaage-pr ijzen der 1p en 2· Klaaae zUn begr epen : goede Tafel ,
Beddegoed en Lin nen I Geneeskundige lI ul p en Bediening. W Un, Bier en geeetrjjke
Dra nken aun aa n Boord tegen mat ig tar ief verkr ijgbaar .

Paeeagi ere 1P Klu te kun nen aa napraak maken op n ti eer voer van 20 .
2" Klu tle Pe seegiers van 15 kubi eke voeten bagage per vclweaeene ; kinder endehelft.

Yoor mannel jjke of vrouweljjke bedienden betalen de kaju ihpa8sagie rM2/ 3
Tan den paeeag eprjje per persoon . Deze ma ken echte r van den salon geen gebru ik
en houden ook hun ne maal tjjden efzonder ljjk.

Plaatsen kunn en beeproke n worden door vooru itb etal ing van een vierde der
• verachuldigde puaage. a:

d
e UU . e " .prd.ID, 1•• 1" · of 24 1 J[ll8sepallSl,. ,eller.. meD OD8 te,rlUkertUd

te atldell '" de nrlnl'de plulln to n D••ee of ueeree butt'.d I UD. ~

'C DERDE KLASSE (Tusacbendek).t De paesagiera moeten zich aa nmelden : T.l
..- by vertrek van R ottwdam ; daage ,'6Or de ah aa rt , Bureau Noorder-Eiland , 2.
~ hli ve rt rek vanA nut erd am, dendagvan afvaart, de. middagsvoor 12 ure, ;­
~ Bureau Wesltrdoksdijk. ~

De paesagiere krugen gedurende de reie dageljjks : 's mcrg ene 8 uur ontbijt
.8 beetaand e uit Oor t met Stroop, Brood met Boter en Koffie met Suiker , '8 middags !

1 uur middagmaal , bestaande uit verach of gezouten Ru nd- of v erkenevleesch i
;J met Zuu rkool en Bconen , Er wten of Aard app eteo t dik"'il18 ook Soep I ( V r~dagll

~ Vi&ch) '8 avonds 6 uur avondeten , beataande uit Brood met Thee en Suiker. Voor ts 0

t dageIU~:nm;:~::s:g~lrsli:e:rdvte;;:~11::~e; ;B:~~~~:~ ::";:t~nenl ~;i:~rg:r:e::~~t~ppen ~
Q venehaft , terwjj l geen. vergoeding wonlt gegeve n , voor bet gent zij dat btl eoor- ~

keu r gebr u ik mak en van hun ' eigen beddegped . 'tJ
~ Btl aankcmst te Rotterdum of A mstn 'dam ill het in het belang der ps sMagierll, 0
't' a18 zij zicb dadeljjk wenden aan de beambten der Maat &chapPU, welke eteede bti :s

de aan komst s an alle tr einen en etoomboo ten tegenwoa rdig zUn. Zij worden ge- ~

~ waa rech uwd geen gebruik te mak en van de dieneten van epoor weg -beetellere of ~

~ andere per8onen , hoe !jnorig ell dien atva ardi g deze zicb ook mogen eoordoen . ~
T uescbende ke-paeeagiere hebben 10 Kubieke Voet en begag e n il· Toor B.I'.g~ i

C bo",. betl'UD nU nnoerd " ordt, finn ' 0IKt'D8 tarld r 0 .60 Toor elke 8:I.tr. k.ble.~

~ 'o~t "ordn I'etordt'fd. ~

~ De bagage moet voorzien zijn van den naam en de beatemming van den PaB~ ~

i eag ler , benevene "an den naam en datum van afvllart van bet stoomachip. Dit ;:
Ii all ee moet or op geechilderd ziln I zoodat het niet uitgewischt kan worden. Q.
Z I ndien de bagage per spoor vooruit gezonden word t I waa rbg men zorg tlrag en ,'t moet I dat zij in tilds te J(ottf r do m or A mste"dam aa nkomt , moet zij gea deeeeee rd ~

'Cd 'lin aan deNederlandsch-Amerikaansche Sloom,aarl.Maalschappij enmoet opden ~
vracht br i:!f duidelijk ver meld ,,'orden de naam van den afzender en die van het ~

Q; 8cbip , ligplaat8 te R ott t'rdum Koningshawen . te A mste"du m Rhijn.poorsteigerl ; ~
.... raadzaam ill bet tevens 1 onl:l per hrief hcr icht te geven van de afzending. ~

Reclamell o...er verm il~ te bf'gag e geJieve men dadelijk btl aankomllt in te =
~ dienen bij de Direct ie t l:' R ottf'l do m of A msterdam of hij den Oeneraal-Agent ta =
C X ew- YQd' l . W. MORRIS, Broadway 50, daar er op lat ere kl acht en geen acbt ==
~ ge81agen zal worden. :s
't= De )( aa tllchapp g Iltcl t zicb a II e e n dan ...eran t woordelyk voar vorloren geraa kte

~ ~~~~~mi:£:: '~~::~::!t~~H; ·d~a t~~~~:~:;:~I~~:~::f. i:?~~CJ;;:;~~~a~:~~:~:; ~
~ inboud en waarde ,'a n elk stuk bagage- nauwk eurig ill verm eld. ~
;. De passagiers zUn verantwoordelijk voor de gevolgen 1 voort8pruitende uit :;­
E onj uiste declaratie of u it het ver berge n van voorweq ten, die aan inkomende rech· ~
C ten onderhevig zijn. a
.!: Koopman sgoederen mogen zicb niet onder de ba'gage bevinden. ~

":~. Pl••tle••DDDU worden besproku tt"I'U IltIe.d lDg laD f 10. - per
...~ per800D lu .ertlDI' der nubt; tenDS Is durtoe 100411, de duldelUkt' ;-

~ 10 ...e. ~:::':e :~:.~~·~e~p:::::"::rd ~: . old erdo... Plu18~. moete. !ftlast eDs =
t H~t " "reke. der pl••heD g,.eft den patuglers aekerheJd, d.t h~. laD

i ;:::~~:.e!= ~:II'~::e~:.:e d~~':~:e:·~D~I~~~-::g~:l'e~::b::r~e:;,,::~:~e~DI~~~~t·:: ~
et .hurlea.. ~

Pa8Ul'ten, die la bet bellt laD eeo A._erik••nsehe Kurt .u- ea ons den '1
C dat.. T•• b•• nrtre. al et •••l' ekODdll'd bebben , kUDUt'D en D. I D tau de TerlD- Q,
~ derlal' der .h..rt~. I. kUBls I'~.teld wordu . ='
~ ;

Pa88agebill ett en z~n aIl een ge ldig voor de dfLQrop vermelde pen onen en
kunn en niet op Daam van andcn>r\ worden overgt'(lragen.

Een kuudige doktcr is steeds aan board en de pas8ag iers t die op rei8 ziek
worden, genieten g ra ti8 geneeskundig e bebandeling en medictincn .

AHeen reizende ver80nen hoven 60 jaar , aileen reizende vrouwen met min­
derjarige kinderen t aileen reiz('nde kinderen heneden 12 jaar, gebr ekk igen of
per sonen met eene be8metteJijke ziekte mogen volgens de Amerikaan8che wetten
niet aa ngenomen worden , dan onder borgstelling Tan 500 dollan of op vert oon
van een gelega liseerd certificaa t, da t door ef'n Amerikoanllch burger Toor hen in
Amerika gezorgd zal worden I als waa rborg dat derg e1tlke Jieden niet ten laste
van de Amerikaa mche 8taten komen.

"IIHII 0' Ne".York e. A...er.......eb I'eld 0, blllUk~ toor"aanlen terkrUrbaar.
Het Bureau der Commiaaie van Toezicht over den Doortocht en be t

Vervoer van Landverhuizera in Rotte rdam (BOOmpje8 92) , en Amllterda m (Zee­
manllbui8) geeft gratis aile noodige inlicbtingen .
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RE:TURN IN 5 DAYS TO

L. VanDe r Hl l s t & Sons , 1

The Hague , Holl and

Figure 43. An envelope from Chicago, 1916, with British censorship.

3. the American packetboa ts via Southampton;
4 . since Februa ry 1904 also the American and Germ an packetboats via Cherbourg .

All letters and other mail for the USA were sent with the Holland-America Line unless it
was indicated that one prefe rred ano ther route . The opportunity to exc hange parce l post
direct ly between The Netherlands and the USA has exi sted since Jul y I, 1908.

...---.....,_.._..,., .~_._ "'--.._--

Figure 44 . From Florida , 1940, with German censorship.

1946
AIRMAil

On February 19 , 1946 , the DC-4 Flagship Amsterdam of the American Overseas
Airlines (USA) left from New York for Amsterdam for the first US co mmercia l flight,
captain G . Burgard .

On Februa ry 25, 1946 , the Douglas C-54A NL-305 of the K.L. M. left with Parment ier
as captain, for a series of trial flights from Am sterdam to New York.

The result s from these 11 ights were that K.L. M. , as the first Europea n airline company ,
opened on May 2 1, 1946 , a regular fligh t service Amsterdam-New York (a .o . via Glasgow).
The first flight was made with a DC-4-1009 PH-TAR Rotterdam with Eve rt van Dijk as
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or Ex l:-'iQ r t Cy.

Figure 45. To New York in 1945 with Dutch censorship.

captain . The trip took 251f2 hour s and flying time was 2 1 hours. With this flight 254 kg of
mail were transported . Thi s was the beginn ing of a regular twice weekly service from The
Netherlands to the USA.

Since then transport by airmail has increased many fold . At present airplanes transport
per year about 134 ,000 kg of letters and cards and 168,000 kg of other types of mail on this
route. It is remarkable that the growth of airma il volume continued when after 1970 the Post
introduced other and cheaper form s of mail transport; this contrary to the sea mail which lost
very much ground .

I"h . J : .(.,..4.""" . '

I

)r; / g

Figure 46. Cover carried on first KLM flight, Amsterdam to New York, May 21, 1946.
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Figure 47. A first day cover of the 1982 U.S. stamp commemorating 200 years of diplomatic
relations, also bearing corresponding Netherlands issue.

NEW FORMS OF MAil TRANSPORT
1973

On Apri l 2, 1973 , the Dutch Postal Admi nistration established for the mutu al
correspondence with Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the USA the " EMS," the
International Express Ma il Ser vice . The aim of this service is a fast transport and del ivery of
"time sensitive" mai l. The EMS- channel is , because of this separated from the normal mail
transport , while transport (by airplane), forwarding and receipt are contractually laid down
and supervised. Yearl y about 6000 kg of " EMS-traffic" goes from The Netherlands to the
USA .

1974

Faster than the growth of "EMS-traffic" was the ex pansion of "SAL-post." On March I ,
1974 , the possibilit y to send sea mai l pack ages as SAL-post was opened for Australia,
Canada , India and the USA. The airp lane takes over the task of the ship on the route The
Netherland s-USA while the country of arrival handles the parcels as "sea mail."

Sinc e then more and more people have appreciated the possibility of getting parcel post
on time and for a fair price to America and a few other countries with "Surface Mail Airlifted"
(SAL) . In 1981 about 440 ,000 kg of parcel post were sent in this manner to the other side of
the Atlantic Ocean .

1981

The last and fastest way to send mai l from The Netherl and s to the USA is with the
international network of " lntelpost ." On June 22 , 1981 , this network was expanded to
include the traffic from and to New York and Washington and with a couple of places in this
area. It is a Facsimile-transmission whereby letters , doc uments, drawi ngs, etc. , can be
transmitted . Within a co uple of hours the rec ipient has an exact copy of the original message .

1982

On Apri l I , 1982 , the international network of " Intelpost" was connected with the
domestic "Faxpostnet." "Faxpost" is the name the Dutch P.T .T . have given to their new
"fast" service which makes it possible for everyone at a post office to send a message "per
facsimile" (shortened to "fax") . Suc h a message or better said , a letter , reaches its destinat ion
in most cases within four hours after sending . This very short transmission time make s the
Intelp ost or Faxpost message the fastest letter.

The Hague, May 1982
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THE 1932 SALE OF HEARD MATERIAL
As described in the May issue, the find of Augustine Heard correspondence acquired

by Earl Hamilton and Joseph Silver of the United States Stamp Co. of San Francisco
was sold at auction on February 17, 1932, by B. W. H. Poole in Los Angeles . The
auction descriptions of the 57 lots of Heard material are reproduced below. The Scott
catalog numbers used are old style; the current equivalents are as follows: 44 is now
26; 48a is now 30a; 49a is now 32; 50 is now 35; 51 is now 36; 53 is now 38; 54 is
now 39. From Scott 65 on, past and present numbers are identical.

* * *
The first lots of covers in this sale form an entirely new "find" of considerable importance. This

correspondence has been lying in the Orient for many years and was recently acquired by Mr. Earl Hamilton
and Mr. Joseph Silver, of the United States Stamp Co.. San Francisco , who have given me instructions to sell
them at auction. These covers. arc all of the "letter sheet" variety and most of them have been folded through
the address side to preserve the stamps.

These covers will be on view at the offices of the UNITED STATES STAMP CO., 39 1 Bush Street ,
San Francisco, on February 2nd, 3rd and 4th; and also at the offices of the NASSAU STAMP Co. , 70 Nassau
Street. New York . on January 2 1st. 22ml and 23rd. This correspondence is addressed to Augustine Heard
and Co. of Shanghai . China , and is mostly from New York and Boston sent via. Marseilles and London.
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_ _ 1857-60 1O~ type V Block of six (three rows of two) with guide line L folded
so that three right hand stamps are rather badly creased; strip of SEVEN two of
which are damaged ; and a strip of FIVE. All are cancelled with red bars and the
block and larger str ip are tied on with New York Br. Pkt. cancellation in red. Letter
mailed from New York June 12th , 1860 per " Arabia" . An exceedingly rare cover
. . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . ... . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. ..... . . .. . . . .. . .... (50)

2 __ 1O~ type V. STRIP OF FOUR and 5~ brown, type II just tied to cover with red
bar cancellation. Letter sent from New York June 12th , 1860 and shows N. Y. Br.
Pkt and London Paid marks on face, both in red . Backstamped HongKong Aug .
II, 1860. Very fine and rare (48a, 50)

3 _ _ 1O~ type V. STRIP OF THREE one showing the var iety curl on E of CENTS
and single showing guide line L just tied to cover with red bar cane. Mailed per
" Europa" from New York Dec. 24th, 1860 with the usual transit canes. and
backstamped HongKong Feb . 27, 1861. Very fine and rar e (50)

4 _ _ 1O~ Type V. Vertical PAIR, one being the variety cur l on E of CENTS, and
single with 3 ~ tied to cover with black bar cane. Sent from New York April 30th,
1861 and marked "Per Steamer from Boston, 1st May, I861-0verland via Trieste".
Very fine and rare (44, 50)

5 _ _ 1O~ type V: Two PAIRS tied with black bar cane ., and 5~ type II not tied and
cane. with red ink . Mailed from New York . Feb . 8th , 1861. and backstamped
HongKong Apr. 11th., 1861. V. fine (48a, 50)

6 _ _ 1O~ type V. STRIP OF THREE and single with str . edge L tied with red bar
cane. Mailed from New York , March 6th, 1860 and arrived HongKong May 8th.
Very fine and scarce (50)

7 __ 1O~ type V PAIR and two singles. The pair is tied on with red bar cane. (Mailed
from New York Dec. l l th , 1860 and reached Hon g Kong Feb. 12th, 1861. Very
fine (50)

8 __ 1O~ type V PAIR and 5~ type II all tied with red cane. Apparently another pair
of 1O~ was on this cover but has fallen off. Mailed from New York Jan. 12th, 1861
and reached Hong Kong March 27th. Very fine (48a, 50)

9 __ 1O~ type V and 5~ type II. Latter not fine. Red bar cane. but a stamp has been
removed from this cover. Mailed from New York Ju ly 9th, 1861 and reached Hong
Kong Sept. 21st. Good (48a, 50)

10 __ 1O~ type II . Strip of THREE cane. red bars but not tied to cover. Another strip
was apparently on cover originally. Mailed from New York Dec. 7th, 1858 and
reached Hong Kong Feb. 11th, 1859. Very fine (49a)

II _ _ 12 c black . Two singles off centre as usual. Red bar cane. ties them to cover
but apparently there were two other stamps on this cover originally. Mailed from
New York Nov . 10th, 1860 and reached Hong Kong Jan. 10th, 1861. Fine
...... ...... ... . . . . . . . .. . ... .. ... . . . ... . . . . .. .. . ... . .. . . . . . .. .... . . (51)

12 _ _ 12~ black, close T and L and 3~ tied with red bar cane. Another stamp was on
this cover originally. Mailed from New York Feb. 26th, 1861. Fine . .. . (44,51)

13 _ 90~ BLUE . TRIFLE CLOSE B. BUT VERY FINE WITH BOSTON TOWN
CANCELLATION IN BLACK. MAILED FROM BOSTON SEPT. 11th, 1860
AND REACHED HONG KONG NOV. 14th. Sent by Steamer "AFRICA" via
Marseilles. AN EXCESSIVELY RARE AN D HANDSOME COVER (54) 2000.00

14 _ 90~ BLUE , UNFORTUNATELY THE PERFORATIONS HAVE BEEN
TRIMMED FROM ALL FOUR SIDES; 30~ ORANGE, A FINE PAIR THOUGH
PERFORATIONS CUT TOP AND RIGHT; 1O~ TYPE V; 5~ TYPE II, AND 3~.

TOTAL POSTAGE $1.68. A REMARKABLE COVER OF THE GREATEST
RARITY . ALL STAMPS ARE WELL TIED ON WITH THE BOSTON " PAID"
CANCELLATION IN BLACK . MAILED FROM BOSTON ON NOV . 9th , 1860
AND REACHED HONG KONG JAN. 10th, 1861. (44, 48a , 50, 53, 54)

IS 1861 24~ red lilac. Fine with black grid cane. but not tied. This cover has had another
stamp on it. Mailed from New York Feb . 11th, 1862; arri ved Hon gKong Apr. II th
. .. . .. . . . . .. .. ... .. .. . . .. . .. .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. (70)
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16 __ 2411: red lilac, 311: and 3011: . Latter str. edge R otherwise all very fine and tied with
red ba r cane. Mailed from New York March 26th , 1862, reached Hong Kong Ma y
21st. Scarc e (70, 65, 71)

17 _ _ 2411: red lilac, 311: an d 3011: . Latter large closed tear B. Red bar can e. but onl y 311:
tied. Ma iled from New Yor k April l Zth, 1862, reached HongKong June 4th. Fine
item (70,65,71)

18 __ 2411: red lilac, 311: and 3011: all with black bar cane., but onl y 3011: is tied. Mailed
from New York June 9th , 1862, arrived HongKong August 7th. A fine cover

. ... . . .. . . .. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . (65,70,71 )
19 __ 2411: red lilac. 311: and 3011: tied with bright red grid. The 2411: has str . edge Rand

the 3011: is damaged. Mailed from New York. Nov . 25th . 1862and reached HongKong .
Jan . 23rd. 1863. A nice cover (70,65 ,71)

Lot 14. Photo made June 1949 by Stanley B. Ashbrook. According to Ashbrook (Special
Service, pp. 607-608), this lot was sold to John Kleeman (@ $360), who in turn sold it to
Henry C. Needham, who had a reputation as a "restorer." When Eugene Costales disposed
of Needham's collections after his death, this cover was included in an intact collection sold
to a collector. The latter, in mid-1949, turned over a portion to Harmer, Rooke Co. for
auction. As may be seen, in the interval 1932-49, the 90t stamp has been removed, reperfed,
and replaced on the cover, which is so described in PFcertificate No. 1866. Either Kleeman or
Needham could have performed the restoration. The cover was sold at the Harmer, Rooke
auction on Dec. 13, 1949, for $360 to Willis Cheney for a client.

20 __ 2411: red lilac, 311: and 3011: . Latter str. edge L. Tied with black " cork" cane. Mailed
from New York Dec. 12th , 1862 and rea ched Hong Kong Feb. lith, 1863. Very
fine cover (70, 65, 71)

21 _"_' _ 2411: red lilac , 311: and 3011: . All very fine with black bar can e. but not tied . Letter
mailed from New York Feb. lith. 1862; arrived HongKong Apr. lith
. . . . . . ~ (70,65, 71)

22 __ 2411: red lilac, 311: and 3011: . All very fine and tied with black grid . Mailed from
New Yor k Nov . lith. 1862. reached HongKong Jan. 7th , 1863. Very fine item
. . . . ... . . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .... (70,65,71)

23 __ 2411: red lilac, 311: and 3011: . Th e 2411: has str. edge with guide line R; 3011: perfs .
cut R. Black grid cane. but tied to cover with N. Y. Br. Pkt cane. in red . Very
nice cover (70,65 .71)

24 __ 2411: red lilac , 311: and 3011: all with red bar cane. and well tied with N . Y. Paid
cane . in red. Mail ed from New York Feb. 21st, 1862, reached HongKong Ma y 4th .
Very fine (70.65,71 )
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2S __ 2441: red lilac and three 3041: cancelled and tied with black "cork" cane. Mailed
from New York Jan . 12th, 1863 and reached HongKong Mar. 9th. Very fine and
rar e (70, 71)

26 __ 2441: red lilac and three 3041: cane. black bars. Mailed from New York August 12th,
1862 and reached HongKong Oct. 6th. Very fine and rare (70, 71)

27 _ _ 2441: red lilac, 3041: and pai r of 3041: . One stamp in the pair defective. Barel y tied
with black grid cane. Mailed from New York Nov. 11th, 1862. A very nice cover
and rare (70, 71)

28 __ 2441: brown lilac two very fine PAIRS and 1041: just tied with black bar cane. Mailed
from New York July 14th, 1863 and reached HongKong Sept. 8th. A very rare cover
· (70a, 68)

29 __ 2441: brown lilac and 3041: not tied and another stamp has been on this cover . Cane.
in black. Mailed New Yor k June 24th, 1863 and reached Hong Kon g Aug . 11th.
Good item (70a , 71)

30 _ _ 3041: perfs. cut Rand 1862-66 2441: lilac with fan cy can e. dot in star in octagon .
Mailed New York Oct 9th, 1863, reached Hong Kong Dec. 13th . Fine and very
rare (71, 78)

31 __ 3041: and 341: and 1862-66 2441: dark gray all with fancy cogwheel cane. Mailed from
New York May 10th , 1864 and arrived Hong Kong in Jul y. Very fine and very rar e
. ... . . . . . .. . .. ... . ... . . ... . ... . .. .... ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (71, 6S, 78b)

32 __ 3041: . Three very fine copies tied with London PAID cane . in red . Black grid cane.
on stamps. A stamp has evident ly been remo ved from this cover. Mail ed from New
York July 11th, 1862. Very fine item (71)

33 _ _ 3041: and 341: and 1862-662441: . All with st r. edge. Black grid can e. and tied with
London PAID. Mailed from New York May 12th , 1863, a rrived Hong Kong July
4th (71, 6S, 78)

34 __ 3041: and 1862-66 2441: lilac. Black "cor k" cane. Mailed from New York Feb . 9th,
1864, reached Hong Kong April 11th. Nice cover. (71, 78)

3S _ _ 3041: not tied, on cover from which two stamps have been removed . Perfs. cut
R. Mailed from Boston March 2Sth , 1864 and reach ed Hong Kong Jul y 7th
. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . (71)

36 __ 1862-66,2441: lilac , two copies one with str. edge , and S4I: . Tied with ' 'cork" cane.
Mailed from New York Dec 27th, 1864 and reached Hong Kong Feb . 23rd, 186S.
Nice cover (78, 76)

37 __ 2441: lilac. Two copies, one str. edge, used with 341: and cane. with regular PAID
cane. of Boston. Mailed from that city on Feb. 20th , 1863 and arri ved Hong Kong
Apr. 24th. Very fine (78, 6S)

38 _ _ 2441: gray. Two copies and S4I: all cane. large sta r in Circle. Mailed from New
York August 9th , 1864 and reached Hong Kon g Oct. 26th. Very fine and scarce
· (78b, 76)

39 __ 2441: lilac . Two poorly cent ered cop ies and S4I: cane. six heavy bars. Mailed New
York Aug . 26th , 1864 (78, 76)

40 _ _ 2441: lilac . Very fine vertical PAIR and S4I: with "cork" cane. Mailed from New
York Dec. 24th , 1863 and reached Hong Kong Feb . 2Sth , 1864 (78, 76)

41 __ 2441: lilac . Very fine PAIR with str. edge Rand S4I: . All cane. uncolored star on
circle of solid black and tied with London PAID. Mailed from New York Sept.
9th , 1864 and reached Hong Kong Nov . 10th . A fine and very ra re cover
· (78, 76)

42 _ _ 2441: gray. Clo se B but very fine PAIR wit h S4I:. Tied with fan cy "cork" can e.
Mailed from New York Jan . 29th , 1864 and reached Hong Kong April 11th
· (78b, 76)

43 __ 2441: gray. Clo se T but v. fine PAIR and S4I: all with fan cy " cork" cane. and ju st
tied to cover with London PAID . Mailed from Boston June lOth, 1864 and reached
Hong Kong Aug. 9th (78b, 76)
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44 __ 24C1: lilac and 5C1:. Tied with London PAID. A stamp ha s evidently been removed
from this cover. Mailed Boston Feb . 23rd, 1864 and reached Hong Kong April 22nd
.. ... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . (78, 76)

45 _ _ 24C1: lilac . Two copies, one torn T and one str. edge Rand 5C1: . La rge " cork"
can e. of eight V-shaped figures. Mailed New York June 26th , 1863 and reached
Hong Kong Aug . 17th (78, 76)

46 _ _ 24C1: dark gray with str. edge and guide line L on cover from which another stamp
has been remo ved . Mailed New York March 25th , 1864 and reached Hong Kong
June 7th (78b)

47 _ _ 24C1: gray and 5C1: on cover from which a stamp has been removed . Cane. of three
heavy bar s an d tied with N. Y. Pkt cane. in red . Mailed New York May 27th, 1864
and arrived Hong Kong July 22nd (78b, 76)

48 __ 24C1: lilac, two copies, and 5C1: all off centre tied with London PAID cane Mailed
New York Oct. 25th, 1864 and arrived Hong Kong Dec. 24th and Shanghai Dec.
31st. (78,76)

49 _ _ 24C1: gray . Perfs. cut R but nice PAIR and 5C1:. All cane. large star in three-quarter s
circle . Mailed New York June 10th, 1864 and reached Hong Kong Aug. 6th . Nice
item (78b, 76)

50 _ _ 24C1: gray lilac. Pai r and 5C1: with heavy smudge cane . Mailed New York March
lith, 1864 and reached Hong Kong May 6th (78a , 76)

51 _ _ 24C1: gray. PAIR one defective T, and single not tied and a stamp has been cut
from this cover . Mailed New York Sept. 25th, 1863 and arrived Hong Kong Nov.
26th (78b)

52 _ _ 24C1: gray. Vertical PAIR with perfs a litt le defective Rand 5C1: . Mailed New York
Aug. 20th, 1864 and reached H ong Kong Oct. 26th (78b, 76)

53 _ _ 24C1: gray . Two copie s, poo rly cente red, and 5C1: str. edge L. All cane. large four
po inted star. Mailed New York July 26th, 1864 and reached Hong Kong Sept. 17th
. .... . . .... ... . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . .... ... .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. (78b , 76)

54 _ _ 24C1: lilac . Str. edge with guide line Land 5C1:. Thick bar cane . Unfortunately a
stamp has been removed from this cover. Mailed New York Feb . 26th , 1864 and
reached Hong Kong May 6th (78, 76)

55 _ _ 24C1: gray lilac, two copies and 5C1:. Tied with London PAID and rate mark . Cane .
black grid. Ma iled New York J uly 24th, 1863 and reac hed Hong Kong Sept. 23rd.
Fine cover (78a, 76)

56 __ Seven different covers including l C1:, 24C1: and 30Cl: of 1861-66 either defective or
not tied. A num ber of very interesting cancellations are shown on these cover s

57 _ _ Twenty-two stampless covers mostly from New York and Boston to Shanghai.
There are some from Salem to Canton and a few New York to Boston. A very
interesting lot __
PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Aut horitative phi latelic literature on : US. CSA. GB. Maritime. Forgeries. GB and the
Empire.
We stock man y major publishers, in a ll ahou t 100: Robson Lowe. Collectors Clubs of
Chicago and New York. Philatelic Foundation. Britannia Stamp Bureau. House of
Alcock. Quarterman. American Philatelic Society. U.S . Philatel ic Classics Society.
Various University Presses and Private Publishers. etc..

Purc haser of major philatelic librar ies. • Current Stock Catalog $2.00 pp, free with order.
Our Own Puhlica tions:

Posta l History of Indiana, two volumes, Postal Historv of The Forwarding
1100 pages 1976 $75.00 Agents • . . : $35.00

U.S. Letter Rate s to Foreign Destinations, Private Ship Letter Stamps of the World ,
1847 to GP U-UPU. . • .. • . . .. . • . . • • . • $27.50 Vol. 3, Suez Ca na l Co $45.00

Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Post Private Ship Letter Stamps of the Wor ld,
of 1894 $35.00 Vol. 1-3 $1l0.00

LEONAR D H . H ARTMA NN 1'.0 . Box 36006, Louisville, Ky 40233, (502) 451-0317
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and righ t. Yet each can properly be described as "tine." To
mak e sure the bette r "t ine " ge ts the be tte r price .
we pho to it. Who hcnctu s' Both yo u and the
buye r.

I work fo r YUl J in other wa ys :

All a uction ca ta logs are nol crea te d
eq ua l, I hon est ly thin k mi ne are bett er.
Since "presentation" in a cata log is so im­
port ant. you 'll see that I p ictur e 7 )c, of the
item s. man y lar uer than actual sil eoThi s
7',", co mpare- \~ ' i t h an avcrugc of )()'., in
most othe rs ' cata logs . Th at ", imp ort ant for

your ma te rial. because nll l\ t bu yer s can 't
come person ully to vie« : the lots . If a buye r

ca n 't sec what hc", buyin g. chances arc he
won 't buy. But a phot o doe s the trick . Also .
yo u' ll tind the imp ort ant items illust rated in

full co lor in eve ry sa le. T hi s dr aws attc ntion to the m and
they rca liz« more. An d as mu ch as possib le , we position
ph otos adj acent to their lot descript ion. Tha t", a co nvert ­
icncc to the buye r and a g iant head ache
to us. Bu t since buyers ex pect it and
se lle rs requ est it. we do it.

A truism : " If yo u' re willing 10
sell, the yr« willing 10 bu y." I make
sure your mat e rial is offered in Illy
cata logs to thousand s of collector
spec ia lists and dealers here and
abroad. Th eir co llcct iug interests
cove r a broad spec trum, Th ey 're a
ve ry recept ive audience for qu a lity
material and they 're serious bu ye rs ,

As an auc tion is conc luded and
the ham mer fa lls on the last lot. we 'll
a lready be has tening our sett lement with you to ge t your
mon ey into yo ur ha nds. A number of factor s wi ll be
working for you here. First. our computerized system
e limi nates the moun tain of ted io us papc r work in trackin g
and invo ic ing every lot and bidder. Secondly, our buyers
tend to pay pro mp tly : we di scourage slow payer s by drop­
pi ng them fro m the cata log list. Most importa nt. our return
rat e is surprisi ng ly low. We work hard at that by making
sure our de scripti ons ar e accurate , our claims not exa gge r­
ated , and most mat eria l photograph ed ,

Le t m e r espectfully suggest that wh en th e time
co mes 10 se ll, lake a few m inutes for a loll-fr ee ca ll 10
me (1l00-·n 4-9519). Let 's d iscu ss yo ur collec tiu n . You
may end up putt in g m e to work fo r you th en and th ere.

W he n it's t im e to co nsign yo u r "yeste r d ay's col­
lecti on " to auct io n , ca ll me . I'll go to wo r k for yo u
r ight away. First. I'll per sonally co me out to see you. ( If
I' m not in whe n you ca ll . it's because I'm on the roa d
seeing ano the r coilecto r. But I'll call you back .) T hen , in
the co mfort and pr ivacy of yo ur home or office we ca n
disc uss the bes t way to hand le your co lle ctio n. You'll tin d
me helpful an d sy mpathetic.

As soon as yo ur mat erial is
in m y shop , I 'll s tudy it tu de­

termine the best way to
rea lize t he most fo r you ,

Imp ort ant deci sions will
be we ighed. Sha ll we
cle ar it a ll ou t in a
s ing le auct ion" Shall
we place part s of it in

our auctions of spec ia l­
ized material where they

would tit in nicel y" Sh all
we place part s into sa les of

"name " co lle ct io ns whe re they might be enhance d by such
pro ximit y" Shall we put as ide exceptio na l items for inclu ­
s ion in our ann ua l Ge m Sale whe re rea lizati on s are often
as toni shing" You won't be left out of these deliberati ons.
You'll get my recom me nda tions and reason s why befor e
we lock up the sa les .

Afte r th at , we'll turn tu the crit ical business of
lott in g and d escribin g. We prid e ourselves on thi s. Since
we kn ow our co llec tor- buyers , we break lots down with
the ir int erests in mind . We don 't cherry -pick the easy ones
an d re legate the rest to lar ge lots and rem ainder s. We milk
eac h decent item . Thi s mean s bett er reali zation s for the
co llecto r-se lle r. In eac h lot. we look for the "h idden va lue "
- the unu sual ca nce l. the faint doubl e trans fer, the out ­
of-the-ordi na ry usage that would mak e that item a pri zed
add ition to a co llec tion. And th is too makes for be tter
real izations for you.

We're me ticulous in our descript ions. For ins tan ce ,
whe n is "line" not so fine" A stamp off-cente r top an d
bott om is worth mor e than the sa me item off-ce nter left

Putmeto
work for you.

CALL: (202) 638-5658

£ ~f~

J-L ~~

KaUf~~~~A~ ,1 _ _

1522 K Street. N.W
Washington. D.C. 20005 Inc, -
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PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS
FRANK MANDEL, Editor
A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR
There are many topi cs which I hope to address in future articl es in this sec tion . The

cooperation of reade rs in furnishing inform ation and photocop ies will be a big factor in making
these proj ects a success. If you have any details or co pies to contribute , please wr ite . Your help
will be grea tly apprec iated. The follow ing projects are on my agenda:

o On a regular basis: to illustrate any new, unusual markings not listed in the latest edition
of the American Stampless Ower Catalog .

o On a serial basis: to docum ent the evolution of handstamped markings , particularly
townrn arkin gs , in order to establish a chro nology or logical sequence for the standard or stoc k
styles, so that it might be possible to es timate the date of use of any new marking on a stampless
cover lackin g any indication of date of use .

o On a continuing basis: to ex tend the inqui ries begun by students, including Arthur E.
Bond , into the identities of hand stamp manufactu rers or distributors , based upon their adve rtisi ng
circulars and other ev ide nce , as to the styles of their products . So me attempt to analyze the
distributi on pattern s of their devices might also be in order.

o On a serial basis: to illustrate , with exa mples, all of the basic dom estic rates , as set forth in
the section on that topi c in the American Stampless Cove r Catalog , from the Co lonial period
forward , with appro priate references to the P.L. &R.s , as well as co mmentary, co rrec tions and
amplifi cations , as needed . Thi s has often been the target for some of our favorit e gadflies and
other writers of letters to the editor, but to my knowledge there is no readily accessible expos ition
on this topic , with suitable visua l documentat ion. The Chronicle would be a better source than the
more ephemeral publi cations, such as newspapers , in which articles touching on some aspect of
these rates sometimes appear, espec ia lly if the approac h is chronologica l and sys tematic .

o On a continu ing basis: to docum ent , with illustrat ions , examples of all of the follow ing
categor ies of handstamped markings:

- townmarkings including county names.
- townmarkings with year dates prior to 1856 .
- hand stamp ed postmaster names used in connec tion with their frank ing privilege .
- rating marks of the "attached" style.
- ratin g mark s in use before Jul y I , 1845 .
- 2¢ drop rates used from Ju ly I , 1845 , to June 30, 1851.
- 2¢ circular rates used from Jul y I , 1845 , to March 1847 .
- 3¢ circular rates used from March 1847 to Jun e 30, 185 1.
- 40¢ "Pac ific coast" rates to Jun e 30, 185 1.
- 6¢ " Pac ific coast" rates to March 3 1, 1855 .
- all rating mark s used as ca nce llers of stamps and stamped enve lopes .
o On a continuing basis: to docum ent the chro nology of use of markin gs from principal , or

postally acti ve towns. Much of this inform ation is buri ed in the pages of state postal history
societies, and is worthy of broad er publi cation .

o On a serial basis: to co nside r various physical aspec ts of stampless period letters ,
includin g:

- an analys is of the inks used with hand stamping devices .
- an analysis of writing inks.
- a study of writing papers , and the evo lution of enve lopes and stationery.
- the use of sealing wafers , etiquette labels and other sea ling devices.
- the development of adve rtising co rner cards, with some identifcation of the designers of

early emboss ed co rner cards.
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• On a conti nuing basis: to illustrate some of the noteworth y stampless uses reso rted to by
both sides du ring the Civi l War period ,

• On a continuing basis: to consider the subject of stampless Trans-Atlantic mail from the
standpoint of the markings a/one , as an atte mpt in simplifying what many co llec tors , including
myself. have often fou nd to be an overw helmingly complex and ted ious subjec t. Deductions
would be drawn fro m the markings or combinations of markings present on a cover, and only
thereafter would some of the fine point s, such as postal treat ies and convent ions , rates and routes,
be considered, rather than the other way aro und, There are very good reasons to believe that the
usual inductive method of studying this subject, even in the hands of competent students,
contributes to the frustration many otherwise interested collec tors experience, Th is subject should
not be the arc ane provi nce of lega lists and statisticians , All flumm ery and foren sic virtuos ity
should be co nfounded !
THE U.S. REGISTER AND LIST OF POST OFFICES OF 1794.
Lists of post offices and routes fro m the Fede ra l era pr ior to 1800 are not eas ily located ,

The co untry was in its firs t stages of development and the Gener al Post Office (it didn 't
becom e a full-fl ed ged dep artment with the Postm aster Ge nera l a ca bine t o ffice r until 1829 ) in
1790 had abo ut ten peopl e handling the pap erwork for some 78 post offices ,

Probab ly the two best refe rences abo ut this period are Rich ' s History ofthe United States

( 6:)
and twen l)' d aY' aCter;t; all letten 10 or from the Iecre ­
I>r r of th e t reafU/y,the co mpt roller" the lu di,o'-, and
rell: ~nc r, t he eOlllmilTi one r of the reve nu e, and Ifealu-cr.
t he f«re toc)' of lI.t' ,th, fcere tarY'a! 'W", I th e po '!~n"!ler '

F;,.,ral and h is aai ll ant , B ut no perfon aut hor ired 10
tr ank letters, ma y Ir auk a~ y except hrs o,.",n7 .nd ' 'any .'
le tt er endufed to either of u.e ab ove ment ioned p. r fon•• ~ ,

an,l d irdlcd to Iorne oih er perfon, i. rrcf" ircd 10 b ~ agAin
r ~t in to rb e poll office" an ,j eha q (oL!. WIth the uf.al 'pon- ,
' I:e. P ub lic ]cuer. or pachc t« fr om rl.e tre afur y de , arl- ,
ment, may howe ver be CrdokeJ by either the heads 'of the
departm ent, . ' •

" ,, - - - '
A Lin of the Poll-Town. i'n the 'U nited Salei, 'wi;h their

d ifla nces, as rlhh10fhed by the Pof] m anti geneul, "~

Main l i ~e frr m Wif~arret to" ,
Sunl \lry. ' ) -

rW ;'ea/Tet to " . nli l~. ,

j' B .th " 3 " { Nl!W2rk ' ,' 9 : 311 '
~ ' BIlII.fwielr " u'5 t' EJizahetlitown ',' '6 ; ~ . ;

'~ N.Yarmtuth 15 ~Ot Bridj!etnwri "" ' 6 4 ' 0 ,'-
~ p " ,t1lnd ', . tJ "5 '7> Woodhrld~e ' /" 'S$~

Illidd eford .: I~ 6 y ~ Nt'" flrunfwiek I , ' 6 ~
, Wells I I ~3 Z Prin ceton ; I ', 'h '
l York 16 !l9 ' Trenton "· ' U '..9' '
rPortfmoutbN, H.11 I II ~ ~ Ih iRol ' 1 0 !l04- '

f INew! ury Port 2~;IJ3 ~ Ph iladelph ia '0 .;' $ ,
.. Ip fw ich U '1.15 Cheller ' 1,5 !IJ') ,

] ll r.crly ', 10 ;155 ... ~ Wilminf,'ton 13 HI
, ~ ,~ Salem :I ;I ,n Q ~ Ch rinianabridge If 5603 ,
'ii lLyn ' 6 ,

16
3 {Elkton z c .57,1 :

~ lBollon 13 176 CharieR on , 10 83 :
WO,r«Rer ~8;~:l4 11 H avre de Otace , 6 1,., '

, Sl' r ll.g ficid .. JI'73 .~ Harfutd U 01 ,'jHallfn,d ,~ 301 _ Oaltimore '56 6e ~iddletown 'I~1315 ~ : marl ,nfburgH '66, ' ,
ii3 Newl.a"en , ,:16,31 1 UeorgelO,wn ,' , ~ 6;''' :
"::;t~,,tfu r,1 I4 'J ,~5 " { AIClandfl a ; , f lill'o
~ IFatrfi ,ld llIJb,).,j ColchcRer ' " 16 616 ~
8 Nurwalk " '3751 '; Oun 'Cli" " 1l 2 7011 ;
~ l S l~m f(l r~ 10) -5? I'rede~i,kfburgh'5733 , '
.... ~ K,nj(fb rull!:e 30 '~I ;'i; Bowlrnlt G,een " 2 7!IF, :'
:i ~Ncw YOlk , ·itk l.;" HIDOV, court h . ~5 7lQ

, Jl.'01'& ' t

.- ....-
RAT E S . OF l' 0 S .~ A <:; E. 'r .,

( ,67 l
' . ....

POST.OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT:
" 'ri m6lh y Pie~er ing, I'an'hun er ,general, -(alary, 1000
I , ,,', , I , . nllan . . ' . '
Charle;,Burrall , alTi {hnt~ - ' '000 dollars,
I ' " A bra h am Bradl,e)", Gun av us F. Goetz, ekllt••
I • '
I ,'. :

Sin~e letle r, conv eyed b)' lan d, for any diflance not ex-
, ceeding . thirty miles. . 6 cents.
byer thirty m iles, an d not exceeding (.<ty ; 8 .

: 60 '00 so '
.. , 100 ' ' ,,0 'u '.ll

' I IS° . , C, ' , 200 15
ROO ,- 2.50 17
250 S 'O RO
350 450 " ,n ,
450 2$ "

D ouble letters are double, and tr1r le letters, tr iple ' ol
thefe ,atel ': A pocket of'the .nigh t of n,lIe ounc e avoir- .
dupoife at thc rat e of Jour (Ingle lett r rs ,and in like pro-:.
tortion Cor ,one of ,a g reHer ,w eildll: And "newspapers
{rll't:ejlt from one printer to another , they bei ng all ow ed
to-fend one p'per free to tach or the ir corr efpondcnt s . 'for
,tlTdill~nce not rxccedin l!,onc hundred mile. on e cent. ~nd
fot ~ n y p:reater dinanee, one cent anda ha! l, each . " •
I S.mgle leuers 'paffing hy fca, (cit,her ~o all'! Crom the
Uni ted !itates, pr Jrom one P0rl 10 . nQ,th~r 'within.ihe f.me)'
in: paclt ~t boats or vefrds' w hich arc the pro pelly oC ~he '

Un ited SrHe< or provicltc! by th em, ri~ht cents each;
d6u hle 1euel., Iilleen j .hd Ir'ple lett era, twen,ty Cour~
And all leltell !lr packett ronvcTe~ in any Jrivatc !h ip'
Clr, velTeI, '(wl.eih er hfl ll,;'ht , into, or e..r ie from onc
porr 10 : anoth l'r ... it" in Ihe Uni led ~ ta tc.) .Io nr centl

,ta'eh, ""jth ~he 'additi on of Jrg.1 ,"ollaJ:e, if denined to &I,y
other (han th~ place , whrre fuch !hip ~r' vclfcl m4Y
Ir)'i.,,~. , I ' ,
: ' :AI ' Ic;Uers aild packet, to Of from the Prelidepi or 'Vice·
Pr,lidellr nf Ih ~ ,U nited State~ art to be ftee of pon .~e i ,
I. :ill!> alliette f,. an,) pac "ct., nr,t exceedinl' two ounce) in
..".itight, to vr ftom' :ny D1l.nher of Con~I'~s, the (cLrct llly
of the fenate 'o r clerk 6f 'the houfc of rel'rrCcnt at ivr!.
d6't ink theit lfhiil attendanct in 'a ll )' CdIJun of COlij:T'fc

• " and
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Post Office to tlte Year 1829 and American Stat e Papers; The Post Office , published in 1834 .
Both are avai lable as repr ints from literature dealers; the for mer repri nt being by Quarterman
and the latter by Wie renga .

Rich ' s wo rk has no tables of post offices at all but American Stat e Papers doe s have two
pre-1800 post office lists including revenue , expenses and route contracts , one being for the
first quarter of the fiscal year start ing on Oc tober 5 , 1789 , and the other for the entire fiscal
year endi ng October 5, 1971.

Th e nex t avai lable list of post offices that I' ve seen is in the President ' s roll of
gove rnm en t em ployees , se nt by Thomas Jefferson to the Congress in 1802, but which has a
supplementa ry list of post off ices establi shed in 180 I add ed to the main list whic h apparently
was as of October 1800 ,

Recent ly , while do ing some research at the Ohio Historical Society , I was shown a copy
of The Am erican Calendar, or United Sta tes Register , pub lished in England in 1794 . Th is
includ ed a chapter on the post office estab lishme nt of the U.S " with rates of postage and a
summary o f laws and reg ulations .

Most import ant to the postal histori an , it included a list of post off ices with mileages by
which letters were to be rated , Th e list is divided into the "Main line fro m Wi scasset to
Sunbury ," ( in the District of Maine and Georgia, respective ly) , and the cro ss posts .

Since the who le thing is compact , it seems appropriate to offer it in the stampless sec tion
170 Chro nicle 131 / Aug ust 1986 / Vol. 38 . No .3



) ...
j ,

~ ~~'! ; ~r:x1;'/,lrmOUlhr" .
::; B1ulltfvillc , JC 30
~ Wil liJnJf lon ~ .\ 55
z Pl ym outh :24 79

R ich m nn d 10 Portfm outh.
rR ichmo nd In '

.t1W illian Iburg M, 68
'c Ynrkl own , 12 [ 0
.~ Ham!'lon ' I ~ \1 8
l:> Norfolk. l ~ tl 6

P or t fmout h ' ' J I 17
:" . '. _ I ~ t :

,; R ich mond to Da e ville: ;. rRichmond to , '
.; \ " Co lum bia : 46 ' 46
.; Char lot rcfville ~o 86
'c St aunt on 40 126

·gt l L eXiOI: ,o n 33 (5 9
l:> FinesIlle 4 ' .99

I M~ntgomeryc.h' 55 :1.54
W, the C. houfe 4 7 J ~ I

Auin¥rlon ,f,6 3 7
'5. w-n. Territor)'
H awk ins C. h . 66.2.1

Kentucky,
D anvill e ~I 62.4

F'rrd,ericlofburg hy Kinfal~ to ,
Urbanna. ' ; '

rFredrr ickfburg to ~ I .
,. LerdOo wn ' 4 '40
~t'":eftmorclaDd . 14 ;S 4
:: Klnfale '" , , 20 ' 14
:; NOClhumbcrland 15 89
" Urbanna ' , : ,, ' 3 119'

Alexandri . to Stauntn 'h

r
Aleundti. 10

1 Ct~ .Irg 46 46
She phrrdtlovn 32 78

! lMartil1b'''11 ' 1 0 88
:: W inche tter . ' · ~ ' I I O

~ Ste"" fburg 8 118
;; S' C: fb Hg . I 128

Woodfiotlt U 1 4 0

Rockingham 3 3 173
Staunh.n 3 7 aro

'Jahimore to Ch.mberfb ''' I:.

v{ Balt imore to
C; Freder ick flow n $2 51
;:. Shdft lbJ rg ,a 4 76
E H ag er.l ow n " 14 90
~ Charnherfbur, p. t I III

:lalt i,,-ore 10 L ro uardfl ow n ,
Bftlt i Il 'o rc: to

{

AlInai'"li. ' :'.0 30
~ U i" M ar lbor o' 2 1 5 1

...: f' i1cat lwa 16 6 7
;:; Por t T oba cco 16 83
1 Ncwport ' I I 94
- C hap ti co ' 8 , OL

Leuuai I no ~' n I I 1 13

( : if

.,; I Bro\l ~h t (on tlrd 9,1
; lE~oo n , ~2 1J5
::.. Vi,mla , ' 2 814 3
~ ~"I Ib " ry ' .I 15 8
~ ~lIo ,,"hi ll " • ~ 177

66 66
2 . 89
3 1 1 1 0

2' 14 1
11 152

H alif31 to 5a li lQurr . '

.. {Hali laJ 10 " I 'l' Warrenton 85 3S·;
~ W illi~ n fb~ro' " ':I ~ 53 .: !
C H il 'lb nro' " ,~8 lOI ~ i
.t:: Guilford r, h,:. 50 Ij I " ,
:: Salem . ' 25 ", 6 i 'Z 5a lilbu ry . ~), \ ~: 'il.! 1 !I' : .
~ . : : : - ------7 ,' ·r: ' /11i',
Eden ton 10 Ind&aDtown~ . " "

,;~. Ede ntdh to~'\ ~ " +' ,I
,,; Hertford " : ~ \ . e. 1\ 6 !
e Ni xonron : I. I I "28 I
j ' Sawyers ferry \ IJ -4~ :
i In dianr own I I 1I5{ ;
. - :~ ··. ·· ' ; I

Fayetteville to Wiltn illgton; ;
~ ~ Fayetteville 10 ' , : .. ,, :
:J k.lizou ethtown 361 :,6 :
i Wilmington , 41 -83)

-- , _I .
j SCharlel\own te . I ""
'n l Georgetown 60 60'

)'ete, fbur J! to Pertfmonth. •
:. ( I'll lt Olllrl: In , ('an, Ike to SUDbury, ' , :

.~ I Cnl .uin point ' 26 26 ..' Camden to !

t .{ Smilhfield 3 i : 63 S ~ Stal,lburg r '0 to'
.h l ,,sulfnlk 22 85 ~ Charlcfion , 100 "ei
> Portfrnou th 2 ~ I13 ::J J.eHonboro" 361J6
. ~ ' Coof, wh. tchio 3(' 192
Pclrrlburl! to Witn,in!:ton, l o SSavannah 47 ~.'9

.t" sI:elci fburg t o ~ I"l SUllb,ury. , 4Y 288
~ ~ Sulfutk 85 8f,' ' __ , . , '
,.; J~.lcnlon 54 '39 ' Augul\a to . ~ .
~ ~Pl).m?uth 23 I CJ a ' '~ ~ Wal!tinitoD SO 50
~ Waf1l1n~ton 3X ~OO ~ Qrcen,ho1.fl' ~ ' 1:1 8 18
~ Nr,wh~rn ' 311 138 ' 3 Geol l!r t t WD' 32 t'O
Z W,] lIllllgton 9j;31 I0 Aug~na. · · " '4 150

Frede- T AlILE

of the Chronicle, as the booklet pro bab ly wi ll be in the rare boo k de partment (as it is at the
Oh io Historical Society) , and nol read ily avai lable in the few librar ies that have a copy.

Whi le the firs t of the reg ularly issued U.S. Registers or "blue books" was produced in
1816 , under an Act of Congress requiring that (after the first issue) the regis ters were to be
issued every other (odd) year, sporadic lists of governme nt employees, such as in 1802 ,
appeared . Ju st what was avai lable between 1802 and 1816 is something that I'd very much

like to know ! Richard B. Graham
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Life me m ber, Collectors Club, . Amer . Phi!. Soc .. U.S. Philatelic Classics Society. Amer. Stamp
Dealers Assoc.. Ph ila telic Fo un dation
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U.S. CARRIERS

ROBERT MEYERSBURG. Editor
U.S. STAMPED ENVELOPES USED TO PREPAY CARRIER FEES OR
FOR POSTAGE, WITH ADHESIVE STAMPS TO PREPAY CARRIER FEES

ELLIOTT PERRY
ROBERT B. MEYERSBURG, EDITOR

(Continued from Chronicle 130:98 )

The following order, dated Decem ber 8, 1860, was issued by the Post Office Depart­
ment:

ENVELOPES: ONE CENT and FOUR CENTS
Ordered , that stamped envelo pes of presen t letter size (No . I) be embossed with a one cent

stamp, in addition to the three cent stamp - and that the present ruled envelopes be similarly
prepared all at 1O¢ per thousand additional pay . Also order one cent stamped envelopes ­
original P. P. pattern, letter size (No . 2) at $ 1. 10 per thousand unruled and at $1040 for ruled,
same size , including fee of patentee , acco rding to annexed samp le, No.3 - unruled and No.5
ruled, without gummi ng; and for such as may require gumming allow five cents per thousand
additional.

Th is order was followed soon by another dated January 22, 1861:

STAMPED ENVELO PES - ONE CENT - SELF RULING
Ordered , the preparation of one cen t stamped envelopes self ruling, according to sample at

$ 1.00 a thousand , including the charge of Mr. Harmon , patentee .

r-:;-----~= .."P"'~---------~-------

ii •• '~'~~' . ~ ,

i~

Figure 8. New York, Sept. 11, 1861 . 1C star die pays collection fee to the mails, 3C 1857 pays
postage to Madison, Conn., Sept. 11, 1861.

The news item in the Public Ledger of November 22 is confirmed by a paragraph in the
New York Herald on Sunday, December 9, 1860:

NEW STAMPED ENVEL OPES
Envelopes, ruled and unruled , with a one cent stamp, have been ordered by the Post Office

Department , and will be for sale at the Post Office on Tuesday, the I Ith inst (Figure 8 and
Figure 9) . There will also be in readiness at the same time envelopes , ruled and unruled,
embossed with the one cent and the three cent stamps. The former are intended for city use ­
the postage and carrier's fee being both paid by the one cent stamp, and for circulars to be
transmitted by mail. They will be a great convenience to business houses, saving the time and
labor of affix ing stamps. We antic ipate a very exte nsive sale for them. The four cent envelopes
will be a great convenience to those who use the lamppost boxes for letters to be transmitted by
mail, the two stamps covering the mail postage and the carrier ' s fee .
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Figure 9. 1¢ star die used with 3¢ 1861, New York, Sept. 23, 1861.

The use of "both" in the Herald paragraph was unfortunate , inacc ura te and misleading .
The one cent "U. S . POSTAGE" stamp embossed on the envelope could prepay either drop
letter postage or the carrier fee , but cou ld not pay "both" on the same enve lope because the
one cent carrier fee was the only charge if the enve lope received carrier service (Act of April
3, 1860). Again it may be noted that no mention was made that the four cent envelope could
be used to prepay carrier delivery.

FOUR CENT ENVELOPES ISSUED TO POST OFFICES

Quarter year ending

December 31, 1860
September 30, 186 1
December 31, 1861
September 30, 1862
March 31, 1863

Ruled

35,000

Plain

35,000
25,000
10,000
10,000
12,250

Totals 35.000 92.250

More than half of the total of 127 ,250 went to post offices in Decem ber 1860 , and the
quantities so issued decreased to 35 ,000 in the fisca l year 1862, and only 22,250 in the year
ending Jun e 30, 1863 , the last day when letter carriers were paid by t ees .

Nearly all the used examples bear a New York City post mark (Figure 10), and so few
have bee n found used elsewhere as to indicate that the quantity sold at or supplied to other
post offices was very sma ll. (Edi tor ' s note: the compo und die envelope is known used from
New Yo rk, We st Point, N .Y . , Philade lphia, Boston, Baltimore , Chicago and Washington,
D.C. ) The del ivery (or de liveries?) made in the quarter ending Marc h 3 1, 1863, were either
just before or just after the Act of Marc h 3, 1863 , abolished the carrier fees - and need for the
four cent enve lopes - from the followi ng Ju ne 30t h . Suc h an unu sual quan tity as 12 ,250 may
indicate either a clo se estimate of the quantity needed to June 30 by the New York post office,
or a supply for New York and smaller quantities ordered by one or more other offices before
March 3rd .

The four cent compound was made by prin ting the One Cent blue (Thorp Die 12) and the
Three Cents red (Thorp Die 9) clo se togeth er in the upper right comer on buff and white paper
envelopes . Impressions vary co nside rably, parti cularly on the One Cent where the colorless
lettering and ovals are much heavier on some envelopes than on others.

The One Cent and the Four Cent "Star Die" envelopes were discontinued June 30, 1863,
the One Cent being rep laced by the Two Cent black (Jackson). Issue of the One Cent was
resumed in Jul y 1866 and was co ntinued until the issue of 1870 appeared. Never having been
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Figure 10. Compound st ar di e envelope used Feb. 21,1861, from New York to San Francisco (10C
posta ge, 1C collection fee).

invalidated , it can still be used for postage . The Three Cents , Six Cents and Ten cents "Star
Die" envelopes were invalidated beginning in August 1861 , but the Three Cent stamp on the
compound envelope was not invalidated , and so the four cent enve lope can still be used for
postage if anyone cares to do so .

Three envelopes , classed as ess ays, are known unused , which have the One Cent stamp
printed in the upper left corn er and the Three Cent in the upper right corner. Tw o are on buff
paper and one on white (Figure II ).

o

-,

. ,

-0

Figure 11. Compound star die essay on white paper.

THE 1861 ISSUE

First supplies of the stamped envelopes of the 186 1 series arrived and became available
for use (either by purchase or in exc hange for former issues) at many larger post offices before
the new adhesive stamps of 1861 became available . For this reason the One Cent postage
stamps of 1851-60 were still valid at many offices after the new envelopes of 1861 had
superseded those of 1853-60 (Figure 12). Until the old adhesives were invalidated they could
be used to prepa y carrier fees on the new envelopes. No example, properly used in this
fashion , has been noted (Figure 13, Figure 14).

On April 12, 1861 , H. L. Goodwin of Washington , D. C.. acting upon the " intention" of
Postmaster General Holt regard ing use of the four-cent envelope to prepay postage and
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Figure 12. 1C 1857 adhesive, although invalidated in Philadelphia seve n weeks earlier, apparently
accepted to pay collection fee on Oct .7 , 1861 .

carrier deliv ery to an addressee (as stated in the Annual Report for 1860 ), complained to
Will iam H. Peck , Postm aster at Brookl yn , N. Y., that on letters sent by Goodwin from
Washin gton in the four-ce nt enve lopes to correspondents in Brook lyn , the carrier in
Brooklyn, " instead of deliverin g such letters free of further charge, de mands his usual fee,
the same as though a three-cent stamp alone were on the enve lopes ." Good win asked Peck to
instruct his carrie r accordingly not to co llec t carrie r deli very fee on letters received in the
four -cent enve lopes . Postmaster Peck repl ied as follows: " Dear Sir: In the construc tion of the
law, you are evi dently mistaken . Please ca ll at the Departm ent and inform yourself." Thi s
corres pondence was reprinted in Mekeel' s Wee kly of April 17, 1953.

Figure 13. 1C 1861 pays collection fee to the mails, March 23, 1862 .

In other words, nothing in the pos tal laws provided for prepaid carrier delivery of mail
letters to addressees by using the four cent enve lope as Holt "contemplated." Postmaster
Peck ' s letter should sett le any uncert ainty as to how the co mpound enve lope could be used
legally.

Regarding four cen t or higher rate letters on whic h the extra one cen t stamp is an
adhesive , the facts are equa lly co nclus ive. Holb rook ' s Unit ed Sta tes Mai l , publi shed by the
direction of the Postm aster General , contained the following paragraph in the August 1862
issue:

TH E FO UR CENT RAT E. - T here is a so me wha t pre valen t impression that the affixing
Chronicle 13 1 I August 1986 I Vol. 38. No.3 175



of a penny stamp to an otherwise prepaid letter , designed to be forwarded by mail , will pay the
carrier ' s fee when it arrives at the place of destination , and many letters, thus prepaid, are
received at New York and other offices employing carriers . When a mail-letter is deposited in a
U.S . lamp-post box or other receptable provided by Governm ent , to be carried f rom thence to
the post office. the extra penny stamp is then requisite to pay the carrier's fee for deli vering to
the office . In all other cases, any prepayment of a penny beyond the regular rate , is simply
money thrown away.

".
. , ;:s':f!f~~J~/

/h.- ~/-./;1;;t/1v>'£
~ v':21~. / 'P<&~-

l~v~Ld ~v :rwt.~
J lo, J/J .

Figure 14. San Francisco. Feb. 1. 1862 - 10C 1861 series stamped envelope with Wells. Fargo
printed frank and 10C1861 adhesive prepaying double letter postage to New York. At N.Y. on Feb.
27. seven cents in additional stamps were affixed - 1Cfor collection fee to N.Y. post office. two 3C
stamps for double postage to Westfield. Mass. Another cent may have been paid a carrier for
delivering the letter to the W. 23rd St. address in New York.
Bakers' United States Classics
The columns of Hugh and David Baker from

Stomps (1962 -69), reset in a pleasing typeface
in 8 '/2 x 11 format matching Simpson 's USPM

• Over 350 pages, hardbound
• Over 350 illustra tions, including 200 cover photos, many from

the Bakers ' own collections
• Introduction and index
• Marginal notes updating references and correcting details

$29.50 checks to USPCS postpaid

ORDER FROM

Richard B. Graham, Chairman Publications Com.
P.O. Box 14338, Columbus, Ohio 43214
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The Superb Collection
of U.8. Classics

formed by Robert B. Meyersburg

including mint and used multiples,
a specialised study of the 1851 one cent,

all in superb condition
with selected pieces from the famous

collections formed by
Judge Emerson, Mortimer Neinken,

Saul Newbury & Sir Nicholas Waterhouse

will be sold by Christie's Robson Lowe
on 5th November 1986 at Zurich

This auction will be on view at
CHRISTIE'S -ROBSON LOWE

at their New York offices

Other sales in Zurich during the same week
include Europe, the "Trudi Korzyn", far East,
Postal History (Europe and the Mediterranean

with the "Corsini" Italian States),
the "Riccoy Guatemala" and

Proofs and Imprimaturs from the
archives of Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co.,

and Waterlow Bros.

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

47 Duke Street, St. J ames's, London,
Cables: "Stamps London SW1"
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
SHIP COVER WITH 1847 ISSUE
DOUGLAS N. CLARK

The 1845 rate structure for steamboat or ship letters (7¢, 12¢ for the former , M,
7¢, l2¢ for the latter) did not lend itself to prepayment by an issue of only 5¢ and
1Q¢ values . Nevertheless, the 1847 issue is not infrequently seen with the marking
STEAMBOAT (or its equivalent STEAM). Much rarer are covers marked SHIP and
franked with the first U.S . adhesives .

Steamboat letters were carried over inland waterways , typically from one river (lake
or bay) port to another. Ship letters, on the other hand, originated at ocean ports,
normally in another country, where U.S. stamps were unlikely to be held. Undoubt­
edly this accounts for the scarcity of 1847 issue covers with SHIP markings .

But domestic ship covers (travelling between two U. S. ports) do exist; such a
cover with 10¢ 1847, blue PHILADA/PA CDS and handstamped SHIP is illustrated
here. There are no contents and the docketing indicates only a commercial firm, " C.
& E.L. Kerrison & Co ." and the date of May 28, 1851. Confirmation of this as a
domestic ship cover came from Joseph T. Holleman, who has identified C. & E.L.
Kerrison as a Charleston, S.C., firm . The usage was undoubtedly as follows: the firm
had readied the letter for the U.S. mail, including application of the adhesive, pre­
paying the 1Q¢ single rate for over 300 miles, when a vessel bound for Philadelphia
was located and the letter was placed with the Captain thereof, for fast and reliable
delivery.

~ .

Cover with 10C1847, originating in Charleston and received at Philadelphia as a ship letter.

The actual rate applicable to this cover would have been 6¢, the charge (since
1799) for ship letters of any number of sheets or weight, addressed to the port of en­
try. This port ship rate did not apply to steamboat letters, which were rated on the
basis of the distance from origin to addressee; a steamboat letter carried over a hypo­
thetical inland waterway from Charleston to Philadelphia would have been rated at 12¢.

The date in the CDS of the illustrated cover is not entirely clear. The month is
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certainly May, and above the "Y" is a vertical stroke that could come from a 1 or
a 7. Interpreting the May 28 in the docketing as date of receipt would suggest a May
27 postmark . The date docketed with the sender's name would seem more likely to
be the actual date inside the letter, however. Thi s would suggest a May 3I postmark
(or a June 1, with the May slug still in, by error). A three or four day voyage from
Charleston to Philadelphia is consistent with other covers the author has seen, from
this period .

Of course , 1847 issue record keepers will wish to note that this cover should be
recorded with the 1Q¢ 1847s supplied to Charleston , S.C. , and not to Philadelphia.
Ch

CLASSIFIED

p~~~~~
~ Borrow with confidence ~
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I
the money you need at Edel- ~»
man's. Use your collection ~
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complete ownership . At Ed­
elman' s , you ca n ob tai n

~
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rMl more. Wri te today for fur- fMl

Ithergdei;on's I
301 Old York Road ;:;

Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 (tAl.•;;;;;;;.

NEED: VIRGINIA STAMPLESS COVERS .
Toby Tobias, 501 N. Rossmore Av e. B-1,
Los Ang eles, CA. 90004 . (213) 467-5664 .

WE ISSUE 6 or more lar ge list s of Postal
History cove rs a year. DPOs, RPOs, Ad ver­
tising covers. We also issue separate lists
of old stocks and bonds. To get on m ailing
list s ju st writ e or cal l. POSTAL HISTORY­
SCRIPOPHILY, Th e Pey to ns, P.O. Bo x
24816, Tem pe, AZ 85282 . ( 602 )~20 -4322 .

WANTED : KANSAS TERRITORIAL
COVERS. Bill Martin , Qu inte r, Kan. 67752 .

WANTED: POSTMARKERS, POSTAL AR­
TIFACTS Send LSASE for illu stra ted li st of
item s boug ht and traded to Dr. Scheer, 18
E. Rosemont, A lexandria, VA 22301.
ronicle 13 1 I August 1986 I Vol. 38. No. 3
WANTED : Cov ers, pi cture post card s,
reg istry receipts postally used small towns
Nev ., Ariz. LEP, Box 17463, Holiday, UT
84117.

BUFFALO AND BLACK ROCK NY Stamp­
less Covers Want ed. Bob Frailey, P. O. Box
644, Wh eeling, II. 60090.

PLATE PROOFS WANTED: 5¢ and 10¢
1847 in black w ith black "Specim en" over­
pr int, on Ind ia paper or card . Please let me
know if yo u own these eve n if th ey are not
fo r sale. C. C. Hart, 2700 Verona Road,
Shawnee M ission , Kans as 66208.

WANTED : 3C USED, 1869 ISSUE . Bill Mar­
t in, Quinter, Kan . 67752 .

WANTED : 10¢ 1861 on or off cover, esp.
fan cy cancels and unusual postal histo ry
usages. Ken Gilbart, 2692 Comstock Dir.,
Belmont, Cal. 94002 . (415) 591-7747.

WANTED : Old railroad annual passes . E.S.
Peyt on , Box 24816 , Tempe, AZ 85282.

YOUR PETERSBURG, VA. CSA COVERS
belong in my exh ibit!! To by Tobias, 501 N.
Rossmore Ave. B-1, Lo s Angeles, CA.
90004. (213) 467-5664.

WANTED : Centenn ial albums and pages,
new or used. Page size 9Va w ide , not in­
cl ud ing hinge d po rtion, by 115/ ,6 high .
John A. Lang e, J r., Root Rd., R.D. #2, Ball­
ston Spa, N.Y. 12020. (518-882-6373)

YOUR AD HERE FOR SOC A LINE.
Send payme nt to : Dale R. Pulv er,
7725 Beaver Creek Dr., Mentor, OH 44060
Next Deadlin e, Sept. 15.
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
THE FIVE CENT SURCHARGE RATE TO BRITAIN
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

Both of the most recent Society publications contain refere nces to the 5¢ surcharge rate
imposed on mail between the Wes t Coas t and Britain. I Examples of this 29¢ rate are surprisingly
scarce . The rate was in effect from I Ju ly 185 1 to I Ju ly 1863, as part of the British Treaty.2

Figure 1. The 29¢ rate paid in cash at Yankee Jim's, California. Carried by British packet w ith
a 19¢ cred it to Britain for its sea postage (16¢) and inland rate (3¢).

The three cove rs shown here show a full range of the way this rate could be paid from
Californ ia, from stampless to use of the 186 1 issue of stamps. The stampless cove r of 1858 from a
mining town illustrates a relative ly sca rce method of prepayment , as stampless mail appears to
have been more frequ entl y sent co llect.

Figure 2. From San Francisco to London, dated 30 September 1861. The 5¢ stamp is Type II
brown.

More spectacular and probably scarces t is the exac t prepayment of the 29¢ rate by stamps of
the 1857 issue, as show n by the cover in Figure 2.

1. Jesse L. Co burn , Letters ofGold. p. 133; Hugh J . and J . David Baker, Bakers' U.S . Classics, pp.
292-293 .

2. Char les J . Starnes , United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations /847 to GPU-UPU, p. 2.
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Figure 3. Mailed seven days before the end of the 29C rate, 23 June 1863. American packet ,
with only a 3C credit to Britain.

Exact prepa yment by 1861 issue stamps , as illustrated in Figure 3. is similarly uncommon , as
the 5¢ surcharge was dropp ed less than two years after issuance of the stamps.

The commonest method of prepayment was surely by franking with three copies of the 10¢
stamp. either the 1857 or 1861 issue, for I¢ ove rpayment. Such covers arc frequently seen.

Unpaid stampless usual ly show a 29¢ rate by ms. or handstamp , but also the 1/21/ 2 due in
British currency . The Liverp ool due handstamp for this amount is scarce and desirable .

Figure 4 is an 1859 mourning cove r from England to Placerville. with the British I shilling
2 1/2 pence equivalent of 29¢ prepaid in cas h and noted in ms. at Foston.

)

Figure 4. Prepaid incomer to Placerville with a San Francisco receiv ing handstamp, but no
credit marking.
STOCKTON SHIP
A tentative listing for the hand stamp SHIP and DUE 2 used at Stockton, California , is

included in the current adde nda to USPM. Shown here is a photograph of the cover on whi ch
the listin g is based , supplied by Dou glas N. Clark .

When th is cover was so ld at auction, the describer attr ibuted these markin gs to Key
We st. Although the Key West postmaster was usin g a straight line SH IP marking in 1860 , the
example see n by the sec tion ed ito r ( 14x3 mm) is not the same size as thi s handstamp (20x5
mm ). Too, it see ms most improbable that a postmaster wo uld have deli vered a letter to a
non-contract ship after the lett er had entered the postal sys tem , as ev ide nced by the Stockt on
townmark .
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U. S. POSTAL MARKINGS 1851-61
Letters und er the head ing 'T racing Number" identify a new tracing on the acco mpanyi ng plate . A

number under this heading indent ifies the tracin g number of a previously reported marking that appears in
USPM as published in 1979.

1. Wagshal. Improved tracing.
H. L. John son. S2 .
T . J. Alexa nder. Blue.
Improved tracin g.

5II I
D
E

Cohasett
Freetown
Glendale

Unusua l Circular Townmarks

Tracing Shape Rarity
Wording Number Type(s) & Size Number Notes

Kansas Territory and Sta te
Leavenworth Ci ty/msD/K .T . A K7 , 18 35 7 J , Von Hake , 1855.

Improved trac ing USPM 78.

Ratin g Marks Used as Oblit erators
Tracing Shape Rarity

Town Number & Size Number Notes

Massachusetts
Haverhill B M7-25 H.L. John son. S2 .

Ultra mari ne . Same as USPM 38.

Obliterators Without Numerals or Lettering
Tracing Shape Rarity

Town Number & Size NUll/bel' Notes

Florida
Jacksonville C L7- 22 H.L. John son. S I.

Massachusetts
L11-16
Ll O-17
LlI-1 9

Oblit erators With
Drop Lette rs and Circular Mail
Tracing Shape Rarity

Wordillg Number & Size Number Notes

Townmarks Including I¢ or 2¢ Rat e Markings, or Known as Special Types on
Drops and Circulars, Stampless Mail

CincinnatiID /PAIDI1 F c-36 G. Suth er land
185 1 circular.
a
") ~

, "

As Mr. Clark notes , Stockton was "at this time a deep water inland port on the San
Joaquin River . Who can provide us with a confirming second example?
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F

I

111c

MISSENT

G

K

1/11/
/ 1;1/ /

AID
~(!I/1k··.. . . .., B

H

DUE?

FCJRwA AO~()

SHIP
J

Notes

F.A . Vale ntine.
Stampless . 7 Feb. 1861 .

Town & State

Glouceste r, Mass.

Rating Marks
(Including the Word DROP Without a Numeral)

Tracing Shape Rarity
Number & Size Number

DROP/t ct(s), DROP/t, or DROP
G c-22

Town & Stale

Painesville , Ohio

Tracing
Number

H

Shape
Wording & Size

Forwarded, Misdirected
FO RWA RDED rns 3 sl-40x5

Rarity
Number Notes

Gregg Sutherland S5 .

D.N. Clark. See article in
this sec tion.

Rockton, N.Y.

Wording

SHIP

Missen t, Too Late
MISSENT sl-42x6 '/2

Sh ip Lette rs
Tracing Shape Rari ty
Number & Size Number NOles

Postage Paid By Stam p, Ship Fee Due
Stockton, California

sl-20x5

Gregg Suther land S2.

DUE 2 K sl-2 1Y2x4

Corrections
Frank Mand el has noted three corrections for the item s rep orted in the USPM addenda at Chronicle

128:260-263:
Tracin g Number

D

S
AA

Markin g
BAB YLO NIDIN-Y

PAID III
3/PA ID

Notes
Not stencil - worn handstamp . Prob. made
by Edm und Hoole .
Town is Chester. Vermont ; nOI N. H.
One handstam p and not separate c-3 in a
c- PAID. Associated with circular mail 1847-1 851.
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THE PLATING OF CENTER LINE COPIES OF S5
DR. SAMUEL DERSHOWITZ, RA 385

Editor's note: S I is Type I, orange brown (Scott # 10). S2 is Type I, any other color (Scott # II ). S3 is Type
I, perforated (Scott # 25). S4 is Type IIa , perforated (Sco tt # 26a). S5 is Type II, perforated (Scott # 26).

P-IOI is one of the code numbers Dr. Chase assigned to distinct ive plate posit ions; the numbers were used
only when there was no add itional information as to plate number or position of the stamp involved.

Introduction

The relative uniformity of the S5 makes it infinitely more difficult to plate than the
imperforate issues as we ll as S4. New tools and approaches must be developed to facilitate
this task . One such tool , precision measurement , has been applied by the author in a number
of plating endeavors and th is paper will address itsel f to the use of precision measurements in
the plat ing of center line position s.

Methodology

The measuring instrument is a Bausch & Lomb tripod monocular, 10-30 power
magnifi er with a scale graduated to 0.05 mm. The initi al work was don e on center line copies
plated by Dr. Chase and gradually ex panded to include previou sly unplated co pies . Much
work remains to be done and it is hoped that this paper will encourage others to join the effort.

For eac h center line position the follow ing criteria are considered:
( I) Relief.
(2) Distan ce from the left pane to the center line (in mm. ).
(3) Distance from the right pane to the center line (in mm .).
(4) Distance between the left and right panes (in mm .) .
(5) Thickness charac teristics of the frame and center lines .
The measurement data are presented in the tables as:

a - b
c

where a = (2); b = (3) , and c = (4) in the above definitions.
All measured distances are from the outermost point of any of the lines invo lved rather

than from the center of such lines. Thus, the difference in the attac hed table between the sum
of a +b and c is the width of the center line , which varies from plate to plate from 0.05 mm to
0.20 mm .

Obviously , a co py straddling the center line and showing as much as possibl e of the
stamp from the adjacent pane is desirabl e for plating .

All the avai lable data are presented in two tabl es:
Table I lists the mea surement data for the known plated center line positions in the author's
collect ion .
Table 2 lists the measurement data fro m the top row center line positions from the unassigned
alpha plates as well as bottom row copies tentat ively assigned to the alph a plates by the
author.

Comments and Observat ions

(I) If one con siders the positioning of the ent ire center line on any given plate , that is
from top to bottom , as well as the distanc e between the left and right panes , the following
possibilities ensue: (a) Both the distance between the panes and the distance from the center
line to either pane remain constant (allowing for a variation of ± 0.05 mm .) . Thi s is true for
Plates 9 , 19 (limited data ), 24, and 26 . (b) The distance between panes remains con stant
while the distance from the ce nter line to the pane s varies , as on Plates 15, 20, 23, and 27. (c)
Both the distance between panes and the distance from the center line to the panes varies, as
on Plates 25 and 28.
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TABLE 1

Plate 9 15 19 20 23 24 25 26 27 28
Position/Relief

A 0.65 0.65 0.80 0.50 0.75 0.60 0.70 0.70 0.80 0.75 0.65 0.65 0.70 0.70 0.45 0.60 1.00 0.45
10L-1R 1.35 1.40 + 1.50 1.50 1.75 1.40 1.60 1.20 1.60

B 0.65 0.65 0.80 0.50 0.70 0.65 0.70 0.70 0.80 0.75 0.70 0.55 0.70 0.70 0.45+ 0.55 + 0.95 . 0.5C
20L·llR 1.35 1.40 + 1.50 1.50 1.75 1.60 1.20 1.60

C 0.65 0.65 0.75 0.50 0.65 0.70 0.70 0.70 0.80 0.75 0.70 0.60 0.70 0.70 0.50 0.50 1.00 0.50
30L·21R 1.35 1.40 1.50 1.50 1.70+ 1.40 + 1.60 1.20 1.60

D 0.65 0.65 0.70 0.55+ 0.60 0.70 0.65 0.70 0.80 0.75 0.70 0.60 + 0.70 0.70
40L-31R 1.35 1.40 + 1.45 1.70 + 1.45 1.60

E 0.65 0.65 0.70 0.55 0.60 0.70 0.65 0.70 0.80 0.70 + 0.70+ 0.60 0.70 0.70
50L-41R 1.35 1.40 1.50 1.45 1.70 + 1.45 1.60

F 0.65 0.65 0.70 0.55+ 0.65 0.60 0.55 0.75 0.65 0.70 0.80 0.70 0.70 0.60 0.50 0.55
60L-51 R 1.35 1.40 1.40 1.50 1.45 1.70 1.45 1.20

C 0.65 0.65 0.70 0.60 0.50 0.80 0.65 0.70 0.80 0.70 + 0.70+ 0.60+ 1.00 0.50 +
70L-61 R 1.35 1.40 1.45+ 1.45 1.70 1.50 1.60 +

D 0.65 0.65 0.65+ 0.60 + 0.45 0.80 0.60 0.80 0.70 0.75 0.60+
80L-71R 1.35 1.45 1.70 1.50

E 0.65 0.65 0.65 0.60+ 0.45 0.80 0.55+ 0.75+ 0.80 0.70+ 0.75 0.65 1.00 0.50 +
90L-81R 1.35 1.45 1.45 1.70 1.55 1.70

F 0.65 0.65 0.65 0.65 0.65 0.40 0.85 0.55 0.80 0.80 0.70 + 0.75 + 0.70 0.70 0.70 0.55 0.55+ 1.00 0.60
100L-91R 1.35 1.40+ 1.45 1.45 1.70 1.60 1.60 1.20 1.70



TABLE 2

Top Row Bottom Row

Plate Z 0.60 0.40 0.45 0.75
1.20 1.35

Plate V 0.65 0.50 0.60 0.50
1.35 1.35

Plate R 0.60 0.60 0.45 0.70
1.30 1.35

Plate U (19) 0.65 0.60 0.65 0.65
1.40 1.40 +

Plate P 0.80 0.60 0.75 0.60
1.50 1.50

at top 0.90 0.55

Plate W 0.65 0.80 0.65
1.65

Plate S 0.55 0.70 0.35 0.80
1.30 1.25

Plate Y 0.90 0.80 0.75 0.80
1.80 1.70

Plate X 0.55 0.85
1.50

(2) A num ber of plates show guide dots on or near the cen ter line both at the top of the top
row and at the bottom of the last row . These dots probab ly guided the plate engraver in
drawing the ce nter line .

Top and bottom guide dots are clear on Plates 9 , 23,26, and 28. Bottom guide dots are
also present on Plates 20 and 27 . On the remaining assigned plates guide dots have not been
found either because of the lack of a clear copy or perhaps the drawn center line covered them
com pletely .

To p and bottom guide dots are also present in center line posit ions from the alpha plates;
as in the top row of Plates P and Z. An interesting case is bottom row posi tion P-I 0 I ,
tent atively assig ned to Plate S by the author, where two dots are prese nt.

(3) The center line generally extends considerably beyond the top and bottom rows. In
Plate 25 , for example, it ex tends 13 mm. at the top and more than 19 mm . at the bottom.

(4) The thickn ess of the center line in relation to the adjacent frame lines can be
categorized by four types:
Type I: Center line thinner than the frame lines - Plate 9 .
Type II: Cent er line is equal in thickness to the frame lines - Plates 15 and 23 .
Type III: Center line slightly thicker than the frame lines - Plate 24 .
Type IV: Center line thicker than the frame lines by 50% or more- Plates 19 , 20 , 25 , 26, 27 ,
and 28.

For the alpha plates:
Plates Sand W : Type I; Plates Y and X: Type II; Plates R and P: Type III ; Plates Z, V and U:
Type IV.

(5) From the measurement data as well as the relative thickness characteri stics, it seems
clear to the author that Plate U can be identifi ed as Plate 19.
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SHEET MARGINS
Prior to Ameripex, your editor had prepared a short note claiming that the stamp

shown on this cover from Woburn, Massachusetts, exhibits the largest sheet margins
known on a stamp of the 1851 issue. The top margin is 15mm; the right margin is
22Y2mm; the diagonal distance from the upper right corner of the stamp to the upper
right corner of the margin is an astonishing 26~mm.

At Ameripex, Lou Grunin exhibited a similar 3ct cover. His stamp has an even
larger top margin, though the right margin is not quite as large. The top margin on
the Grunin stamp is 17Y2 mm; the right margin is 16mm; the diagonal distance is 24mm.

Who can show us larger margins than these?

UNITED STATES MAIL STEAMSHIPS

July 1, 1851 to Jan. 1, 1852

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
(Co ntinued from C/lI"/JII icl.. 127: 1l!2)

CALIF. VIA HAVANA & CHAGRES. N.Y. Herald, Aug. 6, 1851, U.S.M .S.S. Co., Departure date­
Aug. II , 1851, 3 P.M. , S.S. Empire City for Chagres via S.S. Falcon from Havana, connecting with S.S.
Oregon, leaving Panama on or about Sept. 1st. Note: On July 2, 1851 , this same boat was listed as of Pac.
S.S. Co., whereas now as U.S.S.S. Co.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA CHAGRES DIRECT. N.Y. Hera/d, Aug. 8, 1851, U.S .M.S .S. Co. ,
Departure date - Aug. 13, 3 P.M., S.S. Georgia for Chagres, connecting witih S.S. Oregon. Leave Panama
on or about Sept. 1st.

N.Y. Hera/d, Aug. 23,1 851. "ONLY THROUGH LINE" The splendid U.S . Mail Steamers. No delay on
the Isthmus. Rates of passage lower than by any other steamers. On the 26th inst., the Steamer Cherokee ,
Capt. Windley; and on the 28th the new and splendid double engine Steamer Illinois, Capt. Hartstein.
Passengers will take the fast U.S. Mail Steamer Tennessee at Panama . For choice of berths at lower rates
than any other line apply to Berford & Co's Express, 2 Vesey St., Astor House.

TO CALIF. N.Y. Hera/d, Aug. 13, 1851, Pac. M.S .S. Co., Departure date - Tues. Aug. 26, 185 1, S.S .
Cherokee for Chagres via 5.5. Falcon from Havana, connecting with 5.5. Tennessee, leaving Panama on or
about Sept. 15th.

FOR CALIF . VIA OREGON VIA CHAGRES. N. Y. Herald, Aug. 16, 1851, Pac. M.S.S. Co . Departure
date - Thurs . Aug. 28, 185 1, S.S. Ohio for Chagres, connecting with S.S . Tennessee. Leave Panama on or
about Sept. 15.

FOR CALIF. & OREGON VIA CHAGRES. N.Y. Hera/d, Aug. 13, 1851, Pac. M.S.S. Co., Departure date
- ThUTS. Aug. 28, 3 P.M. , S.S. Ohio for Chagres, connecting with S.S. Tennessee, leaving Panama on or
about Sept. 15th.
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FOR CALIF . & OREGON VIA CHAGRES . N .Y. Hera/d, Aug. 22, 1851, Pac. M.S.S . Co. , Departure date
- Thu rs. Aug. 28, 3 P.M . , S.S . Illinois, connecting with S.S. Tennessee, leaving Panama on or about Sept.
15th.

FOR CALIF. VIA HAVANA . N.Y. Hera/d, Sept. 9 , 1851, U.S.M .S.S. Co., Departure date - Sept. II,
1851, S.S . Empire City via S.S . Falcon from Havana. [No other information .]

TO CALIF . & OREGON. N.Y. Hera/d, Sept. 18, 1851, Pac. M.S .S. Co., Departure date - Fri. Sept. 26,
1851,3 P.M. , S.S. Cherokee for Chagres via S.S. Falcon from Havana , connecting with U.S.M.S.S .
Panama , leaving Panama immediately without delay on the Isthmus.

N .Y . Hera/d, Sept. 26 ,1851. CALIF. MAILS BY STEAMER ILLINOIS . Mails forChagres, Kingston,
Carthagene, Panama, San Francisco, postage 3 cents; for all ports of South America on the Pacific the
Sandwich Islands, postage 40 cent s, for all the towns in Calif. and Oregon postage six cents, newspapers ,
same rates as letters, will close on Sat. 27th, 2 P.M., Berford & Co., 2 Vesey Street , Astor House.

TO CALIF . & OREGON VIA HAVANA & CHAGRES . N.Y . Hera/d, Sept. 24, 1851, Pac. M.S.S. Co .,
Departure date - Fri . Sept. 26 , 1851,3 P.M ., S.S. Georgia for Chagres via S.S. Falcon from Havana,
connecting with S.S . Panama, leaving Panama immediately for San Francisco.

TO SAN FRANCISCO VIA CHAGRES . N.Y. Hera/d, Sept. 18, 1851, Pac. M.S.S. Co. , Departure date­
Sat. Sept. 27, 1851 , 3 P.M ., S.S. Illinois for Chagres, connecting with U.S. S.S. Panama , leaving without
delay for S.F .

N .Y. Hera/d , Oct. 5 , 1851. BERFORD'S GREAT CALIF. EXPRESS. Freight, 40 cents per lb. Postage 3
cents; mails close on the 7th at 2 P.M. Passage secured at lowest rates in "Cheroke e" 7th , "Empire City"
l lth , and "Ohio" 13th. Only through line via Chagres. Berford & Co., 2 Vesey St . , Astor House.

FOR CALIF. & OREGON DIRECT VIA CHAGRES . FARE REDUCED . N .Y. Hera/d, Oct. I , 1851, Pac.
M.S .S. Co. , Departure date - Oct. 7, 1851,3 P.M. S.S. Cherokee for Chagres. [No other information
given.]

FOR CALIF . & OREGON VIA HAVANA & CHAGRES . N.Y. Hera/d, Wed. Oct. I , 1851, Pac. M.S.S .
Co. , Departure date - Sat. Oct. II , 1851, 3 P.M. , S.S. Empire City for Chagres via Falcon from Havana ,
connecting with S.S . Panama, leaving Panama for S.F.

N .Y. Hera/d. Oct. 13, 1851. GREGORY'S CALIF. PACKAGE & PARCEL EXPRESS. Per Steamer Ohio
on Mon . Oct. 13th. Despatch guaranteed or the freight returned. The subscribers will forward their next
express per above steamer, on the 13th of Oct. , as by our express , goods are almost invariably placed on the
Pacific Coast in advance of those of all other expresses, shippers by this line can rely with certainty that their
goods will go forward without any detention on the Isthmus. Thompson & Hitchcock , Managers & Agents,
140 Pearl St. Cor. of Wall St.

TO SAN FRANCISCO VIA CHAGRES . N.Y. Hera/d, Wed. Oct. I , 1851, Pac. M.S.S. Co. , Departure
date - Mon. Oct. 13, 1851, S.S . Ohio for Chagres, connecting with S.S. Oregon , leaving Panama without
delay for San Francisco.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA CHAGRES DIRECT . N.Y. Hera/d, Tues. Oct. 14, 1851, Pac. M.S.S. Co. ,
Departure date - Wed. Oct. 22, 1851, S.S. Philadelphia for Chagres, connecting with S.S. California,
leaving Panama without delay for San Francisco.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA CHAGRES . N.Y. Hera/d, Tues. Oct. 14, 1851, Pac. M.S.S. Co., Departure
date - Sat. Oct. 25, 1851,3 P.M . , S.S. Illinois forChagres, connecting with S.S. California , sailing without
delay for S.F .

FOR CALIF . & OREGON VIA CHAGRES. N .Y. Hera/d, Tues. Oct. 28, 1851, Pac. M.S.S . Co. ,
Departure date - Wed . Nov. 5 , 1851,3 P.M ., S.S. Cherokee forChagres direct , connecting at Panama with
one of the Company' s steamers for S.F. [Note: As per special notice N.Y.H. Nov. 6 , S.S. Cherokee left port
Nov . 6, instead of 5th .]

(To be continued)
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Our Special Public Auctions
are aone-ot-klnd experience.

At our Special Publi c Auctions, you'll disco ver
all kinds of one-of-a-kind collecti on s. You'll also
see odd lot s, stocks and accumulations so
unusual, they'll make you glad you get our
catalogs. Our auctions have hundreds of
individual lots, too.

Join us each month for a unique opportunity
to bid on the property you 've been looking for
to complement your collection.

Writ e or call toll-free for our free ca talog that
describes the many varied offerings ava ilable.
We will be happy to mail each new addition
to you as it is published. And do it soon. Thi s
is a one-of-a-kind offer.

Earl P.L. Apfelbaum Inc.
2006 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215/567-5200 800/523-4648

Nam e _

Address _

City Sta te Zip_ _

Phon e Best time to call _

o Send me your\public auction' ca talogs.
o Send me your Mail Bid Sale Cat alog.
o Send me your monthly, 64 page price list Ad s & Off ers.
o Send me your Postal History Mail Bid Sale Catalog.
o I'm th inking of selling my philatelic holdings. Cont act me.

Earl ~L. Inc.
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

WILLIAM K. HERZOG, Assoc. Editor
POSTAGE STAMPS USED AS MONEY: POSTAGE CURRENCY USE FOR
POSTAGE

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Civil War postage currency was created by the Secretary of the Treasury as a sub­
stitute for small coinage. Hard coinage was being hoarded at the time because of in­
flation, and people substituted unused postage stamps attached to cards, in small en­
velopes, and encased in metal and mica because of the lack of small coinage.

In an Act approved July 17, 1862, Congress pro vided the legislation that led to
the issuance of postage currency . Postage currency consisted of imprinted 1861 post­
age stamp design s on small notes in "shinplaster" style. Denominations were 5 ~, 1O~ ,

25~, and 50~, the two higher values being produced by showing five 5~ and 1O~ stamp
designs, respectively, overlapped. (See Scott's Specialized U.S. Catalogue, under " Post­
age Currency.")

As determined by the rather anxiou s comments at the time in the U.S. Mail &
Post Office Assistant (USM & POA), the semi-official monthly newspaper about postal
affairs edited by Post Office Department Special Agent James Holbrook , the issu­
ance of the postage stamp designs , while intended to solve a problem, also was a very
confusing affair .

The August 1862 issue ran several articles concerning the situations connected
with the new law, quoting the law and tacitly implying the problems anticipated from it.

The law really didn't authorize the issuance of postage currency as it appeared ,
but rather simply said that the Secretary of the Treasury was " directed" (not just au­
thorized!) to furnish "postage and other stamps of the United States . .. and from
and after the first day of August , next, such stamps shall be receivable in payment
of all dues to the United States less than five dollars , etc. " The remainder of the Act
made privately issued tokens, shinplasters, etc. , of less value than a dollar illegal.

Evidently, the adaptation of the Post Office Department's stamp designs for the
postage currency issued by the Treasury Department was an inter-departmental deci­
sion rather from details enacted by Congress.

The Post Office Department had been very concerned for some time about the
use of postage stamps as a substitute for small coins at a time when the printing presses
of the National Banknote Co . could hardly keep up with the demand for stamps for
postage only.

They were also concerned about the use of cleaned postage stamps and the diffi­
culties of determining whether laundered postage stamps had been previously used
for postage or just soiled by being passed as small change.

The columns in the USM & POA of August 1862and subsequent issues attempted
to both prevent the use of the new postage currency for postage and to discourage
the further use of regular postage stamps as money by the public. Since the USM &
POA went mainly to postmasters or businesses who wished to be kept informed about
new postal rates and services, it was the best and almost the only means the Post Of­
fice Department had to transmit information directly to the public.

Since the Act directing the Treasury Department to furnish postage stamps as
small change evidently contemplated or at least was so worded that regular U.S. postage
stamps would be supplied, apparently the special designs issued as postage currency
weren't considered. Thus, the question of whether such a special group of "stamps"
could be used for postage wasn 't considered in the Act.
190 Chronicle 131 / August 1986 / Vol. 38 . No.3



The USM & POA columns didn't bar use of postage currency to send letters, but
did have several comments on the subject such as "these stamps are not intended to
be used on letters" ... they were to be issued ungummed, etc., and "it is expected
that the Secretary of the Treasury will furnish postage stamps to be used as a circulating
medium under the law in such form that they cannot be attached to letters or other
mailable matter."

The same columns also commented that the postage stamps then being circulated
for currency "will not be redeemable in money at post offices. The public should under­
stand this in season to avoid all unnecessary trouble and confusion."

The issuance of the postage currency shinplasters was confusing in many ways,
possibly because they were a product of a confusing act by a confused Congress on
an emergency basis.

The Treasury Department at first insisted the new emissions were "stamps" and
not currency, but were exchangeable for government dues or debts up to $5.00 (in­
cluding regular postage stamps-so that in essence, people could buy stamps with other
stamps). Postage currency could also be exchanged for government currency or bank­
notes of over $1.00 value .

The confusing postage currency "stamps" were soon replaced (Oct. 1863) by the
more conventional second issue fractional currency notes which eventually included
denominations as low as 3~.

The issuance of the postage currency and/or fractional notes did apparently re­
lieve the pressure on the stamp printing establishment but a large volume of regular
postage stamps was still circulating as money. Most of these were in more or less
"soupy" condition and thus they still presented a problem.

Because of their soiled condition, many attempts to use them for postage resulted
in the covers bearing them being sent to the Dead Letter Office on the basis that the
battered stamp had previously been used for postage and was cleaned for reuse.

To reduce if not eliminate the problem, in the December 1862 of USM & POA
it was announced the Postmaster General had directed that the soiled, unused postage
stamps then circulating as money would be redeemed (by payments in government
notes or postage currency) for 30 working days at some 55 post offices around the
country.

The 30 days which commenced on December 15, 1862, at the New York City post
office, ended there on Jan. 20,1863; other post offices were to set their own schedules
but all would be circa the end of 1862.

Six rules for redemption were listed, but the key items were that only one bundle
of stamps, assorted and counted by denominations by the submitter, would be ac­
cepted from any submitter; all stamps were to be examined and only those deemed
to be too damaged to use for postage but which were obviously unused would be
redeemed.

Settlement would be immediate for lots of stamps of less than $5.00 face value;
all others would be assigned a file number and examined later with settlement by noti­
fying the holders of the file numbers.

The March 1863 issue of USM & POA summed up the progress of the redemp­
tion of soiled stamps at New York City. A total face value of $238,697.63 worth of
stamps had been submitted bundled in 4,832 packages of $5.00 value or more. In addi­
tion, $21,809.90 had been paid out to redeem stamps in packages of less than $5.00
value. At that time approximately 3,300 packages had been examined with a value
of about $186,000.

An item in the April issue of USM & POA amended the amounts somewhat, re­
porting that a total face value of stamps of $260,409.14 had been offered for redemp-
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tion of which all but $19,996.60 or 7 Yz percent had been approved and redeemed.
The whole situation was somewhat capped off by an item in the November 1863

USM & POA, under "Business of the New York Post Office. " It noted that stamp
sales at the New York post office for the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1863, had been
off a good deal but such was caused by the fact that' 'during a portion of 1862, about
$400,000 worth of stamps had been sold to be used as currency."

For the collector, there are at least two possibilities to display artifacts connected
with this whole situation. One is covers showing acceptance or rejection of soiled or
battered stamps that possibly had been previously used for currency. The other is to
find stamps cut from postage currency used to prepay postage on covers .

Neither is easy, or so I have found. The former is difficult to recognize; harder
to prove, and, for my purposes, difficult to display in print.

Figure 1 shows a cover that may be of this category. The item is a carrier rate
mourning cover sent from Philadelphia to Woodbury, N.J ., on Jan. 22, 1863, prob­
ably just after or just as the redemption of soiled stamps at Philadelphia was ending.

The cover bears a sound and reasonably fresh 1<1: 1861 stamp to prepay the carrier
fee to the Philadelphia post office, but the 3<1: stamp is another story. It was obviously
applied with mucilage, judging from the stains around the stamp on the cover. The
stamp apparently had been previously stuck down to a piece of paper and folded; a
huge crease passes neatly through the vertical center of the stamp. The stamp and the
paper to which it is attached are trimmed so that the stamp's perforations show only
faintly at the left side, and there are soiled places or stains on the face of the stamp.

Figure 1. The 3¢ 1861 stamp on this mourning cover sent by carrier to the Philadelphia post
office on Jan. 22,1863, is obviously soiled and creased and had been previously stuck down
to another piece of paper before being glued to the envelope. Why was the cover sent on
through the mails without delaying for further postage, per the note of an unidentified
postal official?

Just how much of this will show in the photo, Figure 1, is hard to say, but the
stamp obviously attracted the attention of the postal authorities at Philadelphia. At
the left side of the cover is endorsed, "Free Service/ HMB/ pm" but the initials don't
correlate with the names of the postmasters at either Philadelphia or Woodbury at
the time. Cornelius A. Walborne was postmaster at Philadelphia and Charles P . Ab­
bott at Woodbury, N.J., as listed both in the U.S. List of Post Offices (postmasters
as of July 1) for 1862, and the U.S. Register for 1863 (as of June 30). Nor does the
list of Philadelphia postal clerks in the U.S. Register of 1863 offer any help.

Figure 2 shows the only use on a cover of stamps cut from a postage currency
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note that I've seen (nor have I been told of any), which means that such uses in the
1860s have to be scarce if they indeed exist.

As noted previously , apparently there was no specific regulation against use of
such stamps, since a cut-out specimen would be the same, design-wise, as the regularly
issued stamps except for being imperforate in the cut-out form.

The cover, actually a front or large piece of wrapper shown me some years ago
by Scott Gallagher, bears the overlapping five lOll: 1861 stamps cut from the 501l: imper­
forate postage currency note (Scott's No.8) of 1862. The stamps are cancelled by the
typical circular rate double oval Cincinnati marking of the late 19th century, and the
cover is addressed to a Lt. H.H. Bandholtz of the 6th U.S. Infantry, located at Fort
Thomas, Ky. This is just across the Ohio River from Cincinnati, so the cover or pack­
age didn't travel far in the U.S. mails.

Figure 2. The 10C 1861 stamp designs of the SOC postage currency note of the Civil War era
were used to prepay postage on this package front mailed from Cincinnati to Fort Thomas,
Ky. in the 1890s.

Bandholtz's military record confirms the period of use as being 1890-97. Harry
Hill Bandholtz graduated from West Point in 1890 and was appointed a second lieu­
tenant in the 6th U.S. Infantry (peacetime regular army). On March 29,1897, he was
transferred to the 7th U.S. Infantry.

The 50<1: postage on the item shown in Figure 2 could have stemmed from several
different rates and weights under the P.L. & R. of 1879, depending upon content.

At the first class rate of 21l: per ounce (as amended effective Oct. 1, 1883) the
weight could have been up to 25 ounces.

A third class mailing (books or printed matter not included in second class) would
have been at the rate of 1<1:/ 2 ounces, but there was a weight limit of four lbs. Thus,
while the postage would have covered 100 ounces or over six lbs., only single books
weighing over four lbs. were then mailable and those only at fourth class rates of 1<I:

per ounce . Thus, a fourth class mailing could have been up to 50 ounces or under
four lbs.

Summing up these events of the early 1860s, it is easy to understand why postage
stamps were in short supply prior to the issuance of fractional currency and particu­
larly during the period after August 1861 when the stamps of 1857 were being replaced
with those of 1861.

If $400,000 worth of 1861 stamps were used as currency in New York City alone
during the period late 1861-June 1862, when the total stamp and envelope sales for
the entire 1861-2 fiscal year were $1,104,508.62, both the shortages of stamps for postage
and the concern about unredeemed, soiled stamps at the time are understandable. The
fact that concern with use of cleaned postage stamps eventually led to near-paranoia
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on the subject resulting in the issuance of the grilled stamps doesn 't reduce the size
of the problem in 1862.

The issuance of postage currency was based upon a letter of the Secre tary of the
Treasury Salmon P . Chase to Congress of July 14, 1862, in which the use of postage
stamps was offered as an alternate to redu ction of the precious metals content in small
coins so that they wouldn't be hoarded . The ramifications and problems connected
with issuance of "postage stamps" as currency weren't considered at all by Congress
(or by secretary Chase, either, possibly until later) in the floor discussions quoted in
the Congressional Globe (predecessor of the Congressional Record) for July 17, 1862.

Thus, since the next issuance of the Postal Laws & Regulations wasn't until 1866
and postage currency was more or less ancient history by then, apparently stamps cut
from postage currency notes are perfectly good for postage to this da y since there has
never been any postal regulation specifically banning them!

Can anyone show us use of postage currency on covers of 1862-5 vintage?
THE WASHINGTON BALLOON TOWN MARK OF CIVIL WAR DAYS
The cover shown with these notes bears what is possibly the most spectacular Wash­

ington, D.C., datestamp of the Civil War era.
It first attracted my attention in Thomas O. "Tuck" Taylor's compendium of

Washington, D.C., postal markings that appeared in the first special issue of the
Chronicle, that of May 1966 (No. 52) to honor SIPEX, held in Washington . The spe­
cial issue of the Chronicle was devoted entirely to Washington postal history.

The marking , which measures 36 1/ m lIl1 in diameter with 5 mrn high letters is made
more attractiv e . I think , by the fact the circle of the wording isn 't concentric with the
outer circle , begin dropped slightly below concentricity.

The marking was traced as No. 48 in Chronicle 52, and the dimensions probably
weren't taken from an actual example, as I recall, since they were given in the article
as being a bit smaller.

(r
r

The marking is either very popular with those who collect fancy postmarks or
is rather scarce, since I've seen fewer than a dozen examples in the twenty years since
it first attracted my attention.

My problem with the marking is that of year dating it. As may be noted in Figure
1, the last digit of the year date is blank, and this is the case with all the examples
I've seen, all of which are dated in early December.

Consequently, it's a pleasure to report that a cover has shown up bearing the mark­
ing (a faint strike on a strip of three 1¢ stamps of 1861) with an enclosed letter dated
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December 8, 1862. Addressed to Auburn, N.Y., the lett er is datelined " Surgeons Quar­
ters Scotts 900/ Camp Relief! Washington, D.C. "

We can speculate the year date logo was a fixed part of the device but that no
extra appropriate digit was provided. That would be a logical reason the marking wasn' t
used very long.

Richard B. Graham
A 24¢ REVISITED?
William Jay Treat reports the possible reappearance of a stamp described in Bakers'

U.S. Classics:
"On page 232 Dr. Seron is reporting information on a 24(1: 1857 off cover single,

cancelled by a Mobil e, Alabama, February 19, 1861 CDS and ind icating how rare this
was since it was Confederat e usage.

" Lot 20 [see photo] in the Sam Hou ston auction 19 (April 12, 1986) is described
as follows:

"used #37, 24<r gray lilac, Confederate usage, black Mobile Feb . 19 partial CDS, XF
with 1976 P .F. cert ificate . (E) $500 cat. $200.

"The year date is not clear ly visible but it looks like '61. The stamp realized $425 plus
100/0 . Could this be the same stamp reported back in 19671 What do you think are
the chances of more than one of these stamps cancelled the same day existing today?"

Of course, there is no way of determining for certain whet her this is the sam e
sta mp, but it may well be.
SINGLE HIGH VALUE 1861 STAMPS USED TO PAY DOMESTIC POSTAGE
The 24(1: stamps of 1860 and 1861 were issued primarily to prepay postage on let­

ters to England, and covers showing such are easily found . However , covers bearing
just a single example of the 24(1: denomination or of other denominations above the
12(1: value used to prepay multiples of the 3(1: domestic rate are, I feel, quite scarce

(''''(1 lett ;
, '"

l ,
/
I~

Figure 1. Domestic use of the 1861 24C dark violet, first printing, on a cover sent from San
Francisco to Mokelumne Hill, California, Oct. 30,1861. The stamp paid eight times the 3C
domestic rate for 3% to 4 ounces.
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or even rare.
Figure 1 shows what is possibly the most exotic example of such a usage. This

cover, illustrated in an article by William K. Herzog in Chronicle 84 (November 1974),
was mailed from San Francisco to Mokelumne Hill , California, on Oct. 30, 1861, and
the stamp is the first printing in dark bluish violet, as Herzog defines the shade.

This cover is apparently the earliest known use of the stamp on the west coast,
although uses as early as August 20 are known from eastern post offices.

To the postal historian, perhaps less concerned with the stamp colors, the aspect
of a single high value neatly paying eight times the 3¢ domestic rate on a cover that
didn't travel all that far is also quite interesting. For those who exhibit , it would seem
that such a domestic usage would be a nice feature of an exhibit based upon just one
denomination of a specific issue.

The cover shown in Figure 1 carried court papers from San Francisco to Mokelumne
Hill, a distance of nearly 150 miles via Sacramento. Mokelumne Hill is located in Cala­
veras County, southeast of Sacramento, and is famous for its early gold mines and
Mark Twain's jumping frog. In the 1860s, this wouldn't have been either a very fast
or safe trip, and most mailers would have used express company service at a much
higher cost.

The letter, mailed Oct. 30, is docketed as having been filed on November 7, 1861.

Figure 2. A 24C dark grayish violet of 1865 on an eight times 3C rated cover sent about 20
miles from Columbus to Delaware, Ohio, in 1866.

Figure 2 shows another somewhat similar usage, except for location, and that
it was sent five years later with a far less exotic stamp. This cover bears a single 24¢
dark gray (almost black) violet stamp of 1865 on a cover sent from Columbus to Dela­
ware, Ohio, in May 1866. It contained court documents and was carried just about
20 miles, being filed the same day .

Examples of the 12¢ 1861 stamps used on a cover to pay the four times 3¢ rate
are no more than scarce, but values above that are seldom seen.

I can't recollect seeing more than one or two each of the 15¢ stamp of 1866 and
the 30¢ 1861 stamps, on domestic covers prepaying the five and ten times 3¢ rates,
respectively.

Chronicles 48 and 58 (October 1964and May 1968)carried lists of 90¢ 1861 covers,
as compiled by Dave Baker and Frank Levi. Of 47 covers listed, just one was a domestic
use and it bears three 90¢, two 10¢, and a 30¢ stamp for a total of $3.20 postage on
a large cover sent from Stockton, California, to Rockport, Mass. , probably in Jul y
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1862 when the rate from the west coast was 10¢ per half ounce. (Bakers' U.S. Classics,
p. 251, notes thi s item is a front only.)

The problem with multiple domestic rate covers , even with rates based upon the
half ounce, is that of cover size and bulk necessary to have contained such weight.

Early collectors, not much interested in covers, normally removed the stamps,
and collectors today find the few surviving covers-mostly large pieces of cover front­
difficult to display for exhibition. Yet , such covers should be a key item in any exhibit
of a single emission.

Richard B. Graham
THE CIVIL WAR: COVERS FROM BUELL'S ARMY
NEAR AND AT NASHVILLE IN EARLY 1862

The capture of Fort Donelson, Tennessee, on the Cumberland River by General U.S .
Grant' s Army of Tennessee on February 19, 1862, had far reaching effects. It threw open
central Tennessee to Federal penetration so that the Army of the Ohio under General Don
Carlos Buell , winning more political battles than military fights in the process, occupied
Nashville , Tennessee , on February 24-25, 1862.

This occurred after Confederate troops under General Albert Sidney Johnston had
evacuated the city.

Nashville remained in Federal hands for the rest of the war and was an important base for
future Federal operations in Tennessee and adjacent states.

Mails from Buell ' s Army of the Ohio approaching and occupying Nashville in February
and March 1862 were taken to Louisville to be postmarked and placed in the Federal mail
system. Figure I shows such a cover with a typical marking. Th is is a due "So ldier's Letter ,"
with the certification of the Major of the 29th Indiana Volunteers.

Figure 1. Sent from Buell's Army of the Ohio, near or at Nashville, Tennessee, in February and
March 1862, covers such as this bear a large blue " DUE/3" applied at Louisville, Kentucky, with no
town c.d.s. Thus, they can be identified only by content or soldiers' letter certifications.

The cover is a patriotic caricature design printed in black , yellow and red, showing a
hanging Jeff Davis with the comment "Jeff Davis in suspense." Davis had just taken his
inaugural oath of office as Confederate President on February 22, so covers depicting him as
in Figure I were probably printed up to sell to soldiers by the sutlers accompanying troops.
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The endorse ment on the cover of an office r of the 29th Indi ana is a key factor showi ng
the cover e ma nated from Buell ' s army . The 29th Indiana , assigned to the 5th Brigade ,
Second Divis ion, of the Army of the Ohi o , was in that army's campa ign from Bowling
Green , Kentuck y, leaving on Fe brua ry 14 and arriving at Nashv ille on March 3, 1862 . The
regi me nt left in ea rly April to part icip ate in the Battle of Sh iloh , Apri l 6-7th .

The large "DUE 3, " struc k in blue , is a recogn ized Lou isville ma rk ing , being know n on
many of the popular covers bearin g the Loui sville "SO UTHERN LETTER/UNPA ID"
markings . The fact the covers from Buell ' s army bear no Loui sville postmark is "constan t" in
that I have recorded over a dozen suc h covers, but the reason ca n only be a subject for
spec ulation .

Of the covers rec orded , all are ce rtified soldie rs' letters from un its recorded as having
then been wi th Bu ell' s Army of the Ohi o . A few co nta in letter s with February and March
dates and at least tw o have Nashvill e datelin es.

I have not ide nti fied any prepaid covers from Nas hv ille during thi s period , as these bear
stamps and thu s seldo m wo uld have so ldier's letter endorseme nts g iving the unit designa­
tion s. Thus, such letters wo uld usually be identifiable onl y by the enclosures .

The ea rlies t Na shville occupation postmarks I have record ed are in late March of 1862.
" . . . THOSE PREMIERES GRAVURES ... II

Your attention is called to an interesting and provocative article "Oh, No! Not
Those Premieres Gravures Again!" written by Clifford C . Cole, Jr., appearing in the
June 1986 American Philatelist . The novel approach (from the point of view of the
printers) illuminates new solutions to the long debated questions about these sta m ps .
or
lic
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WANTED
QUALITY CLASSIC

* STAMPS
* COVERS
* CANCELS

and other philatelic materials f
inclusion in our regular pub
auctions, 8-9 held each year.

Consignment or outright pu
chase. Contact us for deta
and terms.

William A. Fox Auctions, In
Dept CS Box F

Short HlIIs, N.J. 07076
201-467-2366
198
NANCY POLl

Paper
Restoration

Fine repair and improvement of
philatelic material. Twelve years in
the field of paper restoration en­
listing the highest standards of
laboratory methods. Prompt, cour­
teous service . Philatelic references
available.

Send inquiries and items for quo­
tation to:

Nancy Poli
RD 1 Box 933
Saylorsburg, PA 18353
(215) 381-2093
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Chron icle 131 / August 1986 / Vol. 38, No, 3 199



THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M . SEARING, Editor
SHIP LETTERS AND BANK NOTE DUES
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

A detailed discussion of " SHIP" mail in the late 18th century and through the
mid 19th century has been given by Neufeld . I Neufeld stopped just before our postage
due stamp era noting that the latest ship letter in his collection is dated 1878. In this
article the discussion of ship letters is continued on through the Bank Note due era .

In principle ship letters could be prepaid with U.S . postage stamps. In practice
the required U.S. stamps were not available in foreign countries and the ship letters
were sent totally unpaid . From July 1, 1879, onward thi s meant that ship letters auto­
matically became postage due stamp covers .

The regulations governing ship letters were spelled out in the 1879 Postal Laws
and Regulations:

Sec. 255 . Doubl e Postage on Ship-Letters . - All lette rs co nveye d by vessels not regularly
employe d in carrying the mail sha ll. if for de livery within the United States. be rated with do ub le
postage . to cover the fee pa id to the vesse l.

The definition of ship lett ers follows immediately:
Sec. 256 . Defini tion of Ship -le tters . - The term s ship-letters and packe ts embrace the letters

and packets bro ught into the United States from foreign cou ntries . or carri ed from one port in the
United S tates to ano ther. in any pri vate ship or vessel not regu larly employed in carrying the mai l.
and in the latte r case overa route where the mail is not regu larly ca rr ied . before such letters have bee n
mailed .

Th ese stateme nts were repeated in the Postal Laws and Regulations of 1887 and of 1893 .

. I .
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Figure 1. SHIP LETTER, FEB 26 81. Pair of 3C brown dues applied at Charlestown, Mass.
Heavy red cancel.

Doubling of postage dated back to 1 July 1863.2 If the ship was a U.S. ship, the
ship's captain or his agent was paid 2¢ for each ship letter he delivered to the post

I . Ge rald 1. Neufe ld . " United Sta tes ' Ship ' Mail." 45th American Philatelic Congress, 1979 . pp . 93- 107.

2. Neufe ld. of!. cit. : Richard B. Gra ham. "Ship letter charges exp lained : firs t a fee and then a rate : ' Linn's

Stamp Neil'S. February 27. 1984 . pp . 12- 13.
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office. This practice dated back to the Postal Laws of 1851. The post office was reim­
bursed when the doubled postage was collected from the addressee.

Figure 1 shows a ship letter entering this country through New York, FEB 26 81.
The New York Exchange Office accepted this letter as a ship letter. With the 3<1: per
half oz. rate in effect in 1881 the letter was rated at DUE 6 CTS. The Charlestown,
Mass., post office applied the two 3<1: brown dues and canceled them with massive
red crosses.

A ship letter delivered to a major port (with carrier delivery) and addressed to
that port would be a drop letter liable to a 2<1: charge doubled to due 4<1: (per half ounce).
In the 3<1: per half ounce rate era this due 4<1: drop ship letter would be clearly distinct
from the normal due 6<1: ship letter. At least one such drop ship letter is known.

,... - .1 r-;
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Figure 2. Ship letter from Liverpool, England. Entered U.S. at Boston. November 11, 1886,
backstamp. Pair of 2C red brown dues, black cancel. (From Cunningham Shaw & Co.,
Liverpool 30 OCT 86.) Carried by Iowa of the Warren Line.

The postal rate dropped to 2<1: per half oz. on October 1, 1883, and then to 2<1:
per ounce on July 1, 1885. Figure 2 shows a ship letter from Liverpool, England, enter­
ing the U.S. at Boston. A backstamp dates it as Nov . 11, 1886. With the 2<1: rate the
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Figure 3. SHIP and DUE 4, both in circle. Entered U.S. at New Orleans. Receiving stamp,

Holliston, Mass., March 4, 1887. 2C red brown and a pair of 1C red brown dues, black cancel.
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letter was rated as (due) 4 (cents). The SHIP and DUE markings were not standardized.
Each post office seemed to have its own handstamps .

Figure 3 illustrates another ship letter March 4, 1887, this letter from British Hon ­
duras and entering the U.S. through New Orleans. The New Orleans post office uti­
lized separate handstamps for "SHIP" and "DUE 4. "
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Figure 4. SHIP and DUE 4. Entered U.S. at New Bedford, Mass., MAY 24 92. Pair of 2C bright
claret dues, black cancel.

Ship mail continued through the 1890s. Figure 4 shows a ship letter brought into
New Bedford, Mass., MAY 24 92, probably by a whaler. As in the previous example,
"SHIP" and "DUE 4" are separately struck.

r "'ON orOROE W An R[ N & Co •
.4 1M"4htlN Hu l l-Unc_, J9, J4".'f St ,-.d,

LIVE RPO O

Figure 5. SHIP 4. From liverpool, England. Entered U.S. at Boston. September 15, 1897,
backstamp. Two 2C bright claret dues, black cancel. Sent by Cambroman of Warren line;
note corner card.

Figure 5 illustrates another ship letter from Liverpool to Boston, this one dated
SEP 15 97. The Bureau dues had been issued three years earlier but the Boston post
office was still working on a supply of 2¢ bright claret Bank Note dues. The year 1897
is late usage for these Bank Note dues and late for ship letters but ship letters did con­
tinue to arrive at U.S. ports. In the 1897 Report of the Postmaster-General the Third
Assistant Postmaster-General noted that the appropriation for ship letters (and Steam­
boat and Way letters) for the current year was $1,000 and asked for the same amount
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for the next year. He did note that the fee paid the master of the vessel was collected
from the addressee. Apparently government accounting practice required a separate
appropriation .

Figure 6 shows a cover rated by the New York Exchange Office, MAR 17 82,
as DUE 5 CENTS, a most unusual charge. (This is not an isolated accident. Several
similar covers of this correspondence are known.) The cover carries a manuscript
notation "Ships Letter / U.S.S. Alaska" and a handstamp "U.S.S. Alaska." The
U.S.S. Alaska was a U.S. naval vessel operating in the Pacific Squadron . It is clear
that this letter was not accepted as a ship letter. Why not? Well, the official, legal
definition of ship letter quoted earlier included the word' 'private." Perhaps the writer
on the U.S.S. Alaska had given this letter to a friend on another naval vessel to deliver
in New York or otherwise arranged for the Navy to deliver the letter in New York.
This would not be delivery by the master of a private vessel and the letter would not
qualify as a ship letter .

Figure 6. A letter from a ship but not a ship letter. Received at New York MAR 1782. 5Cbrown
due applied in Brooklyn. magenta cancel.

Then came the question-How was the letter to be rated? A totally unpaid Uni­
versal Postal Union letter would have had the basic 5(1: per half oz. postal charge doubled
as a mandatory penalty. But this was not a UPU letter. Still U.S. regulations' specified
that the amount due on totally unpaid mail was to be doubled as a penalty. (Drop
letters were exempted from this penalty in 1881.) However this regulation appears in
the context of domestic mail and this letter was not really domestic mail. Also the
Post Office tended to avoid imposing this doubling penalty if there was any attempt
to coyer the postal charge. Apparently, in this case, the "Ships Letter" claim was ac­
cepted as an attempt to cover the postal charge. The solution was to charge the letter
simply the overseas rate, 51t per half oz. and to rate the letter DUE 5 CENTS.

Actually the addressee, Mr. Malcolm, got a bargain. He had to pay only 5(1: to
get his letter. If the letter's claim to be a ship letter had been accepted, the letter would
have been rated DUE 6 CENTS and Mr. Malcolm would have had to pay one cent
more. The post office came out rather well also. It did not have to pay the captain
of the ship delivering the letter and kept the entire 5(1: collected.

At the end of his article previously cited Neufeld commented on the declining
numbers of ship letters in the last quarter of the 19th century. He noted that with the
coming of the Universal Postal Union and with government support of more and more

3. Postal Laws and Regulat ions, 1879 . Sec tio n 267. p. 8R.
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mail routes, there was progressively less need to send letters on private, non-contract
ships. In the context of this article one additional reason can be adduced for the diffi­
culty ship letter collectors may have in finding late 19th century ship letters. These
late 19th century ship letters enter an additional collecting area. Carrying postage due
stamps, they are unusual, even exotic, postage due covers and are snapped up by post­
age due cover collectors.
THE BANKNOTE ERA STAMPS AT AMERIPEX
RICHARD M. SEARING

AMERIPEX is history, but the show was a great success from all points of view.
The dealers did great business and the USPS outdid themsel ves. My back , feet, and
eyes can attes t to the shee r ma gnitude of the spec tac le. the lack of any co nve nient place to sit
down, and the poor lighting at severa l place s on the 11001" . How ever , the attendance of over
100 .000 by sho w' s end ov ercomes such minor incon veniences and shouts. SU CCESS!

Th e banknote e ra was onl y spa rse ly rep re sent ed in th e 4 ,500 fram e s on th e
exhibition floor. Only one exhibit that I studied was devoted totally to the whole bank­
note period and showed the use of 3<1: green stamps in the payment for the international
mails. This exhibit was displayed by Barbara Stever from Texas, and I hope to be
able to discuss and illustrate some interesting usages and rates from this collection
in future columns.

Other exhibits with banknote period stamps in specialized studies were the 2<1: brown
collection of Randolph Neil, and the 4<1: Jackson stamps of 1883 and 1888 displayed
by Budd Dickey. Both exhibits were deeply specialized studies and included proofs,
cancels, markings, and usages on cover. The 2<1: collection shows what can be done
with a relatively inexpensive and common stamp at the international level of exhibiting.

If we include the Columbian issues in the banknote period, then three collections
of varying degrees of specialization and completeness were displayed. The collection
by Margaret Wunsch was the best of the three in my opinion. This collection showed
a wonderful range of die proofs, plate proofs, postal stationery, varieties, World's
Fair Station cancellations, and domestic and international usages. There were no fewer
than 20 dollar value covers shown, and some were non-philatelic in paying a correct
rate for the time. I hope to be able to show and discuss selected items from this collec­
tion in my planned series of articles on the Columbian Exposition in future Chronicles.

The other Columbian displays were not as complete or spectacular as the above
collection, but they were very colorful and showed many fine combination covers in
the international mails. One of the two was the display of R. Brichacek of the USA,
and the other was owned by Rolf Meinhardt of W. Germany. Many dollar value covers
were shown in both.

Other collections such as those devoted to Abraham Lincoln, and various postal
history displays showed examples of banknote stamps, on and off cover . One such
cover was franked with 6<1: and two 12<1: banknote grills paying a 6xS<I: rate which places
it in the first rank of rare U.S. covers. I record seven covers at present with the 12<1:
grilled banknote stamp on a genuine usage, but only this one has two copies. Other
covers shown represent the earliest known use of the 6<1: ungrilled Lincoln on March
28, 1870, and a first day use of the 1883 recut 6<1: Lincoln stamp.

I have other notes on some banknote usages, but this will suffice for now . If you
couldn't make this show, you missed a great moment in philately.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
CHICAGO'S FIRST RAILROAD - POSTAL PIONEER
CHARLES L. TOWLE

(Cont inued from Chronicle 130 : 137 )

POSTAL HISTORY

Tripsl
Week

40 6
10 6

43.5 6
4 6

13 6

92 6
6.5 6

13 6

120 6
6.5 6

13 6

145 6
6.5 6
13 6

159 12
99 6
65 6

MilesPoints
October I . 1850

Chicago-Elgin
Branch -Junction-St . Cha rles

October I . 1851
Chicago-Elgin

Branch Junction-St. Charles
Branch Junction-Aurora

October I . 1852
Chicago-Rockford

Branch Junction- St . Char les
Branch Junction-Aurora

October I . 1853
Chicago-Freeport

Branch Junction-St . Charles
Branch Junction-Aurora

lillie 30 . 1854
Chicago-Warren

Branch Junction-St . Char les
Branch Junction-Aurora

Sept. 30 . 1854
Chicago-Scales Mou nt
Chicago-Dixon
Junct ion-Mendota

4312
4312

4312
4312
4312

4312a
4312b
4312c

4312a
4312b
4312c

4312a
4312b
4312c

13439
13442
13526

The Ga lena & Ch icago Union R.R . was awarded the first railroad mail co ntrac t
involving the ci ty of Chi cago . Prior to the installation of route agents to handle mail on
railroad train s , the mail was moved by closed pouch - that is bags of mail were moved from
the distributing post office at Chicago to and from local post offices along the railroad by
shipping as baggage parcels handled by railroad baggagemen and brought to and from local
depots by the town postm asters .

The Post Office Department arra nged with the railroads to handle mail in this manner for
an annual negoti ated fee. The agreement between the P .O .D . and the rail road was called a
"Co ntract" and it was renegot iated whenever length of rai l haul changed, or a change in mail
handl ing co ndi tions warranted . Contracts were issued a number by the P.O .D . , although the
rapid growth of the rail roads in the country necessitated frequent co mplete renumberings .

The first contrac t in Ill inois involving service to Chicago was in the year 1850. For the
record we wi ll show co ntrac t inform ation for the Galena & Chicago Union and its branches
dur ing the first few years until routes were esse ntially co mplete and route agent service was
well established . The co mmencement of route agent service was usually dict ated by length of
route , number of stations, volume of mai l or the desire to improve local service by providin g
for en-route sorting of mail- a grea t time-saver over takin g letters to Chicago , sorting and
redispatch ing.

Cont ract
Number
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June 30. /855
13439 Chicago-Galena 171 12
13442 Chicago-Dixon 97 6
13459 Junction-St . Char les 7 6
13505 Elgin-Elkhorn . Wis. 50 6
13526 Junction-East Burlington 180 6

Sept . 30 . 1855
13439 Chicago-Freeport 121 12
13440 Dunleith-Cairo (Illinoi s Central) 454 6
13442 Chicago-Sterling 108 6
13459 Junction-St . Char les 7 6
13505 Elgin -Elkhorn , Wis. 50 6
13526 Junction-East Burlington 180 6

June 30. /856
13439 Chicago-Freeport 121 6
13440 Dun leith-Cairo (Illinois Central) 454 6
13442 Chicago-Fulton 136 6
13459 Junction-St. Charles 7 6
13505 Elgin-Whitewater. Wis. 67 .5 6
13526 Junction-East Burlington 180 6

Note that contracts could app ly over more than one railroad and that the only relation­
ship between the contract and route agent service was that a contract must exist before route
agent service could be provided. As information, rai l serv ice began from Junction via
Aurora , Mendota , and Galesburg to East Burlington March 17, 1855.

With an idea of the route expansion as given by contract listings from Annua l Reports of
the Postmaster General, we can proceed to detailed examination of route agent service thanks
to intensive research by John Kay, as published in the new ly released U.S. Route and Station
Agent Postmarks .

\

121 miles
171 miles
188 mile s
171 miles
188 miles

8/27/1853
10/13/1854
10/23/1855
11!7I1856
7/26/1860

Figu re 1. 690-8-1; CHICAGO & GALENA UNION R.R., 32 rnm. , black, 1853-61.

On Aug . 27, 1853, route agent service began on the Ga lena & Chicago Union R. R., the
same day as for the Chicago & Rock Island R.R . The following points of service were
operated by groups of route agents as shown working that particular date:

GALENA & CHICAGO UNIO N R.R.
Chicago - Freeport. Ill.
Chica go - Galena. Ill.
Chicago - Dunleith , III.
Chica go - Galena, Ill.
Chicago - Dun leith , Il l.
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68 miles
136 miles
138 miles
Herrington , 3/29/6 I ; Asa F.

(I ) 8/27/53 : David Hammer, 4/28/55; George C. Green, 6/8/58 ; Stephen B. Lawson, 3/2 1/6 1; James B.
Farnsworth, 9/30/6 1.

(2) Date unknown: H.A. Bloss, 10/23/55; H. Butler , 5/16/56 .
(3) Date unknown : Isaac Baldwin, 7/20/60; John P. Gorman, 3/28/6 1; Benjamin F. Baird , 9130/61.
(4) 8/27/53: Jonathan Kimball , 917154; J.W . Brewster , 11 /23/54; J .W . Pendry, 4/5/55 ; D. O' Hara ,

10/23/55; Jabez Hayward, 11/18/56; David Hammer, 7/20/57 ; S. Emmerson, 10/5/58; Henry Butler ,
3/23/6 1; William S. Swan, 9/30 /6 1. Naturally group 2 and 3 may have been same group.

In 1863 Benjamin F. Baird , E.B. Ives, and Mart in Rice were assig ned as route agents
Chicago-freeport-Dunleith , while in 1865 only Benjamin F. Baird was so assigned , no doubt
due to commencement of Railway Post Office service .

The second branch from the Galena & Chica go Union trunk line to be afforded route
agent serv ice was the ex tension of the Aurora Branch westward. Oddl y it does not see m that
agents were appointed until the line was completed to the Mississippi River at East
Burlington .

AURORA EXTENSION R.R .
3/10/1855 Chicago - East Burlington 205 miles

(I ) 3/10/55: W.A. Walbr idge, 1/25/56; R. Robinson , 2/25/56; W. Saunders , 4/17/57; Robert R.
Burton , 7/ 1/57; Isaac H. Clarke, 10/5/58; Gideon H. Ayres, 5/22/60; George Irving, 3/25/61; Caleb Finch,
7/22/61; Nelson Finch, 9/30/6 1.

(2) 3/10/55: W.B . Dickson , 8/8/60; John B. Taylor, date unknown; J .N. Green, 3/29/61; William H.
Eddy, 4/- /61 .

(3) 3/10/55 : S.B . Lawson , 7/1/57; John Daley, 3/25/6 1; B.B . Johnson, 9/30/6 1.

As of March 25, 1861 , this route was changed to Chicago-Galesburg-Quincy, Ill. , and
accordingly we find Augustus Reynold s, Z.K . Waldron and Albert Porter added as route
agents. In 1863 onl y James Fitzsimmons and Lewis Bushnell seemed to be operating through
from Chicago to Quincy, while in 1865 all route agents had apparentl y been replaced by
railway post office service.

Figure 2. 691-A-1; Co. & On. AIR LINE R.R. (Chicago and Dixon), 30 mm., black, 1855·60.

At the same time the Galena & Chicago Union' s own Mississippi River extension was
granted route agent status:

CHICAGO & DIXON AIR LINE R.R.
3/ 10/1855 Chicago - Dixon
5/29/ I856 Chicago - Fulton
9/30/1861 Chicago - Clinton , la .

(I ) 3/ 10/55: G .F. Ward , 5/29/56; M.F. Meacham, 12/31/56; H.P .
Bradley, 9/30/61 .

(2) 5/17/56: H. Butler , 8/1/57; B.L. Chamberlain , 3/29/6 1; John Erwin, 9/30/61.
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In 1863 the same two route agents were in serv ice, but by 1865 they were replaced by
railway post office agent serv ice. Incidentally this service was extended westward March 1,
1859, from Fulton, III. , to Cedar Rapids, la. , 83 miles, by a different gro up of route agents.

Two other branches from the Galena Road offered route agent serv ice . The earliest was
the Fox River Valley Line:

FOX RIVER VALLEY R.R .
1/911856 Elgin, III. - Geneva , Wis .

(I) 1/9/56: J .W. Brewster , 5/21/ 6 1; Jesse F. Miller , 9/3 0/6 1.
42 mil es

37.5 miles
35 miles

Figure 3. 692-C-1; FOX RIVER VALLEY R.R.; 33.5 rnm ., black, 1856-61.

Route agent service continued on this line with Sidney Disbrow (186 3) and E.B . Varing
(?) in 1865 . In 1867 and 1869 due to the unimportance of the route and low pay, it was
reclassified as a Mail Route messenger ass ignment with E.W . Vining servi ng.

The last branch from the Galena Line to receive route agent service was the line north
into Wisconsin:

BELVID ER E & JANESVIL LE R.R.
10/2011858 Belvidere , III. - Foo tville, W is .
6/30 / 1861 Belvidere , III. - Janesvi lle, Wis .

( I) 10/20/58: M. E. Young, 6/3161; Isreal Love , 9/30/6 1.

Isreal Love was again route agent in 1863, but by 1865 service seems to have become
closed pouch , probably due to better service from Chicago & North Western R.R. main line
via Harvard , III.

Figure 4. 692-B-1; ELGIN & STATE LINE R.R.; 26 rnm., blue, Banknote (18731.
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RAILWAY POST OFFICES

More than any other rai lroad, the Galena & Chicago Union R.R. Divisions of the
Chicago and North Western fos tered the developm ent of the Railway Post Office service . Not
only did they operate the first R.P .O . service and provide the first full R.P .O. car, but they
provided an experime nta l pro ving ground for many of the early ideas for developin g the new
service . Th e management of the Galena Road always seemed alert and respon sive to new
idea s .

The father of the Railway Mail Serv ice was George Buchanan Arms trong, the Asst.
Postm aster of Chicago . He first gain ed nat ional attention by solving the very ser ious logjam
of mail matter in the Cai ro , III. , post office dur ing the opening days of the Civil War.
Arms trong was the author of a long series of letters to Postm aster General Montgomery Blair
beginn ing May 10 , 1864 , outlining in exact detail the plans for a national sys tem of rai lway
mail handling designed to eliminate the Distribut ing Post Office evi l. Afte r many co nfer­
ences with ex perience d aides , Blair wro te his famous letter of July I , 1864 , to George
Arm strong .

Sir: You are authorized to test by actual experience, upon such railroad route or routes as
you may select at Chicago, the plans proposed by you for simplifying the mail service.

You will arra nge with railroad companies to furnish suitable cars for travel ing post
offices; designate " Head Offices", with their dependent offices; prepare forms of blanks and
instructions for all such offices, and those on the railroad not "Head Offices "; also for clerks of
travel ing post offices.

To aid you in this wor k, you may select some suitable route agent. whose place can be
supplied by a substitute . at the expense of this Department.

When your arrangeme nts are complete, you will report them in full.
[signed] M. Blair

Postmaster General

Armed wit h this letter Arm stron g went right to work and began conferences with the

PLATE III : POSTMARKS
(AI Freeport-Galena line

690-B-I : CHICAGO & GA LENA UN[ON R.R . , 32. black, 1853-6 1.
690-A- I: GA LENA & CHICAG O UNION R.R . , 31.5. black. 1855-6 1.
690-M -I : G & CU R R. , manu script , two lines , ink, 1860s.
690-S-1: C & G U R R COTTAGE H[LL, shield . black , 1857-61 . partial. (Station 16 miles west of Chicago)
690-C-I : CHICAGO To DUNLI ETH . 26.5, black . 1865. misspell ing.
690-0-1 : CHICAGO & DUN. R.P .O. , 25 , blue , Banknote.
690-0-2: CHICAGO & DUN . R.P .O ., 25 .5, blue, black, 1871 ,75 , blaek shield killer.
690-J -I : CHI. TO DUNLE[TH R.P .O ., 22.5. black, 1869, Banknote.

(BI Aurora Branch Extension
694-A-I : AURORA EXTENn. R.R . , 29.5. black, 1855-60.

(CI Chicago. Dixon & Fulton
69 [-A- I: CO. & ON . AIR LINE R.R . , 30. black, 1855-60.
69 [-0-1: CHICAGO TO CLINTON, 27.5 blue. 1860s, direction .
69[-0-1 : CHICAGO TO CEDAR RAPIDS. 25. blue. 1860s.
69[-0-2: CHICAGO TO CED AR RAPIDS, 25.5 , blue. 1866.
69[-G-I : CHI. & C. RAPIDS NIGHT, 25, blue , black , 1879 .80 . negative "E" killer.
69 1-G-2: CHI. & C. RAPIDS NIGHT , 25 .5, blue . 1880.
69[-B-I : CHI. TO CLINTON R.P.O ., 23.5, black, 1860s.
69 [-C-I : CHIC. & CLIN . R.P .O ., 25.5, blue , 1872.
69I-F-I : C . & C. RAPIDS R.P.O ., 25, blue , 1875.

(DI Fox River Valley line
692-C- I: FOX R[VER VA LLEY R.R . , 33.5. black. 1856-6 1.
692-B-I : ELGIN & STATE LIN E R.R . , 26. blue . 1867,69. black, Banknote.
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69U-13-1 690-A-1
690-$-1 690-C-1

692-C-1

691-G-2

PLATE III

691-A-l

691-0-2

694-A-1

691-0-1

690-J-1

691-F-l
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manage ment of the Chicago & North western . Some old cars were remodeled by the railroad
in its shops with mail apartme nts after drawings made by Armstrong . The cars were fitted
with racks borrowed fro m the Chicago post office . Armstrong was aided by Percy A .
Leonard and James Co nve rse , who were fam iliar with eas tern distribution. On August 28,
1864 , the Chicago & Clinton R.P.O . first opera ted with A.F. Bradley as head clerk and P.A.
Leonard as clerk . The first trip carried dign itaries , including Armstrong , but the railway post
office soo n settled do wn to regular business and proved its worth by the number of imitators
that qu ickly spra ng up , such as the New York & Was hington, the Chicago & Quincy, the
Chicago & Davenport and many others . As for Armstrong he was transferred to Washington
April 4, 1869 , as the Ge neral Superintendent of Railway Mail Service, but unfort unate ly
passed away May 5 , 1871 , before fully implementing his ideas .

The Chicago & Clinton R. P.O. stayed in operation until July 12, 1870 , when it was
superseded by the Chicago & Cedar Rapids R.P.O . In Marc h 1867 the first full length R.P.O .
car, bu ilt by the Chicago & North Wes tern, was operated on this line.

2 ?A

.Az.. u } l.l t y'!o/--tf .c ~)
l

~'::~k~.!.tL e. Ss

Figure 5. 690-C-1; CHICAGO To DUNLIETH IR.P.O.); 26.5 mm., black, 1865. DUNLIETH misspelled.
Lowell receiving star postmark.

According to the records the Chicago & Dunleith R.P.O. comme nced opera tions July I ,
1865 , and co ntinued untiI Nov . 8, 1870 , when it reverted to the Chicago & Free port R.P.O .
However, this must be in error , as the writer has two Chicago & Dunleith R.P .O . covers , one
from March 1865 and one from April 10 , 1865 , (Figure 5) which certainly indica te an earlier
date of operation. In 1867 R .P.O. clerks employed on this line were B.F. Baird , E.B. Ives ,
Martin L. Rice and S .L. Keyes .

In 1871 E.B.Ives, J .L. Hibbard and E.J. Allen were R.P.O . cle rks, but listed in U.S.
Register as worki ng Chicago & Dunleith , not Chicago & Freeport .

Plate III shows a gro up of Route Age nt and Railway Post Office postmarks associated
with the Ga lena & Chicago Union R.R . and its connecting branch lines .

One advantage of now having route agent listings for the years prior to 1861 is that we
now have the ability to es timate approxi mately how many postmarks should be known from
eac h line .

The Freeport & Dunleith line had at least three sets of route agen ts employed with only
two early period large diameter postmarks recorded . Therefore we can rather strongly assume
that an unreported route agent postmark exists for the Galena & Chicago Union R.R .

Likewise with the routes opened in 1855 from Chicago via Auro ra to East Burl ington ,
there were three gro ups of route agents with only one route agent postmark recorded , leading
to the be lief that two othe r unrecorded postmarks may yet be found. (There is also the
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Figure 6. 690-0-2 ; CHICAGO & DUN. R.P.O.; 25.5 mm.• blue. Banknote. 6C rate.

possibility that the Peoria O . & Burl. R.R. route agent postmark was used differe ntly than we
have thought until now .)

On the Chicago & Dixon Air Line route only one postmark is recorded for the route
agent period , whi le there are definitely two groups of route agents assig ned - agai n , an
unrecorded postmark must be a strong possibilit y .

While the Fox River Valley R.R. very likely used only the one recorded post mark type ,
the Belvidere & Janesville R.R. had a route agent in service starting Oct. 20 , 18;>8 , and
continuing at least until 1865 , but, in this case , 110 route agent postmarks have been recorded
or identified with this route. Thus the in-depth study of one railroad and its connecting lines
opens up directions for future philatelic researc h and study . Although much progress has
been achieved in the study of ear ly day mail handling , there is still much study needed to
complete our know ledge of the railway postal history of the times.
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor
POSTAL PECULIARITIES 11 - FRENCH FIASCO AT NEW ORLEANS
CHARLES J. STARNES

We all are aware (by absorption through readi ng or movies) of Napoleon Ill ' s fiery
dreams of military Mexican conquest, fanned by the opportunity opened by the U.S . Civil
Wa r, by envy of his world-dominant ne ighbor Great Britain, and , doub tless, by poor-but ­
plausib le political and economic adv ice . To facilitate transit of French troops into Mexico, a
new conve ntio n between France and the Co mpagnie Gcncra le Transatlantique of Feb . 1862 J

set up the Ligne Postale du Mexico , with route: SI. Nazai re-Fort de France - Vera
Cru z-Cuba-Fort de France-St. Naz. In addition to this main line , there was a naval dispatch
line to Martinique and Gu adeloupe and another annex from Fort-de-France to the French and
Briti sh Leeward Islands , 1862-65 .

It is intri guing to find that the grand plan included the eco nomic penetration of the entire
Caribbean and Gulf area by creating consular postal age ncies connected with the homeland
by French packet lines forming a netw ork of the principal ports of the West Indies , the north
coas t of South America , and the Gul f coast of Central America. Most of the postal age ncies
were established in 1862 or 18652 and the connecting lines in 1865 .3 In this period Fran ce had
(partly) co nquered Mexico and esta blished a monarchy. The year afte r the U. S . Civil War
ended, the U .S. formally dem anded that Napoleon III recall his soldiers , and in Jan . 1867
these troo ps left Mexico; the final act of this miserable empire attempt ended with the
executio n of Maximil ian , Jun . 1867 . Now, with the U.S . at peace (if tom apart by dividing
the con quered South into military districts) and England much more friendly , and with the
loom ing menace of a un ited Germany under a militant Prussia for Napoleon III to consider ,
France decid ed to set up a packet line from Havana to New Orleans ," where U. S .-French
mails wo uld be exc ha nged.

In the Jan. 1867 issue of the U.S. Mail & P.O . Assistant there appeared the followi ng:

POSTAGE TO TH E WEST INDIES, CENTRAL AND SOUT H AMERICA, ETC. BY
FRENCH MAIL VIA NEW ORL EANS

We are requ ested to state that an arrangement has been made with the General Post Office
Departm ent of France for the exchange of mails by means of the new line of French Mail
Packets establi shed betw een Havana and New Orleans, runnin g in connection with the French
line of Packets convey ing mail between St. Nazaire and Vera Cruz.

Under the arrange ment the New Orleans post office will make up mails for , and receive
mail s from, the agent s of the mails embarked on board these French packets , . . .

The French packets of the branch line from Havana to New Orleans leave Havana on the

I. Salles, La Paste Maritime Frall(l,aise, Vol. IV, 9-3 1. France contracted with Gautier for a mail packet
line from Bordeaux to Vera Cruz from 1827 , and by a revised contract with Balguerie et Fils service was
expanded to include Mart iniqu e and Haiti from 1830-1835. The Compagnie Generale contract evolved from
an 1858 Marziou-France pact.

2. Agenc es Postales Co nsulaires Francais. 1862: St. Jean de Porto Rico , Santiago de Cuba, Vera Cruz ;
1865: Santa Martha, Colon-Aspinwall, Paramaribo, St. Thomas, Havana, Tampico , Matamoros, Cap
Haitien; 1866: La Guayra , Porto Cabe llo; 1872: Panama, Guayaquil, Lima, Callao . (Salle s, ibid. , Vol. IV ,
21-195, Vol. IX , 19-48) .

3. Salles, ibid . , Vol. IV, 62- 196.
4 . New Orleans was a bad choice for an exchange point in 1866. It was under U.S. management from

1862 and had two fine postmasters , 1860-65, but then a trio of embezzlers opera ted from 1865-70:
Taliaferro , Smallwood, and Lowell - representa tive official scum of the "reconstruction" period . (Huber
and Wag ner, The Great Mail , 114.)
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6th of each month on the arri val at that port of the packet whi ch left St. Nazaire (France) on the
16th of the precedin g month , and will arr ive at New Orleans on the 9th; returning , will leave
New Orl ean s on the 13th , to arr ive at Havana on the 16th , in time to make co nnection with the
stea mers from Vera Cru z to St. Nazaire .

The postage charges on letters sent and received by this route via New Orleans are as
follows, viz.:

For or from Guadeloup e, Mart inique , French Gui ana , Eng lish Gu iana , Jamaica , St.
Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada, and Trinid ad , 13¢/V20z. , prepayment optional, which is in full to
destination .

For or from Dutch Guiana , 14¢1V20z. , prepayment optional, which is also in full to
dest ination .

For or fro m Marqu esas Island, Low Island s , and the Society Island s , 37¢1V20z . ,
prepaym ent optional, which is in full to destinat ion .

For or from Cub a, Mexico , Hayti, Porto Rico , St. Th om as , Venezuela , and the United
States of Columbia , 1O¢/'/20z . , prepaym ent required on letters sent (be ing in full to port s of
deb arkation), and prepaym ent optional on letters received .

For or from Boli via , Chil e, and Ecuad or , 34¢1V20z.,p repaym ent required. In full to port s
of debarkation and embarkation on the Pacific.

For or from Peru, 22¢/'/zoz ., prepaym ent required , in full to port s of deb arkation and
embarkation on the Pacific .

The postage upon letters sent to or received from Fran ce and Alge ria, by thi s line , is
l5 ¢1V40z. , prepayment optional.

The rate s noted above were never listed in the foreign mail tables of the USM &POA . and so
far no further American references have been found. However , the history of Ligne M5 given
by Salles details the short and unhappy life of this projected mail exchange:

LIGN E ANNEXE " M" , DE LA HAVANE A NOUVELLE-ORLEANS
Nov. I866-Aug. 1869

Postal Bulletin No . 131, Jul. 1866. announced the Convention of 16 Mar. 66 had set up a
new postal line " M" from Havana to New Or leans . of which the first sa iling was to correspond
to the sai ling from St. Nazaire on 16 Oc t. 66 for Vera Cr uz .

The schedule was : Havana. 6 - New Or leans . 9 - New Orlea ns. 13 - Havan a. 16 . To
coi ncide with the packets of Line B (Vera Cruz) on outbound and return trips . First voyage
scheduled - 6 Nov. 66 .

The dispat ch se rvice was entruste d "provisionally" to the ca ptai n of the pac ket. Th is
" provision" remained unt il the suppression of the line . as no piece has been found in this period
with the cac het of " line M." . . .

The two branchline packets DARI EN and GU YANE were to alterna te voyages on this
line . However , the actual operat ion of the route suffered from man y difficulti es. of which we
cite a few :

The yellow fever was prevalent six month s of the year. giv ing our packets a quarantine of
10 days.

The obligatory transshipm ent of merchandi se at Havana was a disad vantage not co mmo n
to goo ds loaded at New Orle ans on the packets BAVARIA and TEUTONI A of the Hamburg
Co. that had a port of ca ll at Havre (co tton cargo) .

The maritime obstacle offered by the Mississ ippi bar (sic) .
Difficulti es with American customs which. for exa mp le, occ urre d wi th the seizu re of the

DA RIEN on 13 May 67!
After several repetitions the voyages of the annex [branch I packet were discontinued . the

packet GU YANE, for example, having unexpectedly to replace the regu lar packet of Line B on
the Havana-Vera Cruz run (fo r exa mple, FLORIDE in Jan . 68) .

The last voyage of the DARI EN was in Aug . 69 .
T his "Fi rst Line M" unfortunate ly left no postal trace .

Thu s died the New Orleans project , a harbin ger of much worse to come to France
proper. Thi s little sketch of the project leaves some questions unanswered . Was this failure

5 . Sall es, op . cit. . Vol. IV , 196.
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due entire ly to an ti-Fren ch se ntime nt, or co uld the proven New Orleans officia l co rruption
have co ntributed to it'? Is it possib le that covers carr ied by the Darien or Guyan e to or fro m
New Orleans, No v. 186 6-Aug. 1869 , sti ll ex ist'? And . finally , why did our Wash ington Post
Office Dep artment make th is agree me nt with France?
UNITED STATES INLAND RATE REDUCTION IN HAMBURG MAILS

CHARLES J , STARNES

When the U.S. reduced its inland portion in June 1858 from 5¢ to 3¢/~ oz. for
the Bremen convention mails, I no corresponding change was made for the Ham burg
convention mails (politics as usual?). The accepted bracket for the 5¢ to 3¢ reduction
has been 22 July to 12 Dec. 1863, from Hamburg covers recorded 24 years ago. " Now
we can lessen the uncertainty of this gap .

5~ inland . . . fo lded letter , stampless, un paid double GAPU, 2 X 1 5 ~ . Mun ster,
Prussia-Hamb urg . hdstp , " 10/20," Iv. on Hapag Hammon ia 3 Oct. 1863- "30 N.
YO RK HAMB. PKT . OCT 23," hdstp. "U.S . NOTES 42." (lot 100, Zimmerman, 14
Ap r. 1982).
3~ inlan d .. . fo lded lett er, 1863, sta mpless, unpaid single H , IO~. " HAM BURG
PACKET 7 NO V 28"-lv. 28 Nov., on Hap ag Bavaria- " N.Y. HAMB. PKT. OR U.S.
14 NOTES Dec 21." (lot 399, Frajola, 28 Jan. 1984).

So we can place the start of the 3¢ inland at some time between 3 Oct. and 28
Nov. 1863.

I . G. E . Hargest , Letter Post Communication, etc., 120.
2. Early 3~: C . J. Starnes, Chronicle 41, 10: illustrated in Letter Rates, etc ., opp, 18.
Late 5~ : M . W. Sch uh, Chronicle 42, 12.
Quality 19th Century Stamps and Covers of
The United States and British North America.

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 130

Figure 1. Cover from Chicago in 1861 .

Figures I and 2 show the front and back of an interesting legal co ver. The submitter, Bill
McDaniel, wro te:

It originated (obviously) at Chicago . on April 4 . 1861 . Th e ten cent stamps are Type V. as
is the one cent stamp. while the three cent is Type II. The cance ls on the stamps am/the " Due 4"
mark ing are, to all appearances, struck with the same shade of ink, with none of the sta mps
ove rlapping a cance l at any poin t.

On the face of it. this appears to be a leiter with 24'1postage applied . paying eig ht times the
three cent rate . but with an add itional four cents due . I ca nnot reconcile the 2Rrt total with any
rate combination of which I am aware . The onl y possibi lity I can think of (ve ry remote ) is that
the leiter was hea vy enough to require 27'1 postage . the add itional 1'1bein g prepa yment of some
type of way or carrier fee .

My opinion is that the leiter arrive d at the Chicago office with only the two ten ce nt stamps
affixed (an intentional ove rpay ment of an est imated 18'1 rate by so meo ne in a hurry . or who had
no three ce nt stamps available) . The postal cle rk noted that the postage sho uld be 24'1 (8x3rt).
and applied the " DU E4" marking. At that point . someo ne decid ed that the leiter was import ant
enough to ju stify contacting the court clerk , notifying him of the shortage of postag e . The clerk

Figure 2 Reverse of Figure 1.
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(or a de puty) then we nt to the post office and pa id the addi tio nal4c. at whic h time the addi tio nal
stamps were applied and all sta mps ca nce lled .

Two other postal histor ian s have stud ied the photograph s and are in accord with these further
thou ght s:

I . Th e DUE 4 was applied at the Chicago P.O .
2. It is possib le that the ex tra 41t cove red a l it ca rrie r fee plus 31t more for a 9x we ight letter.
3. Ther e was no carr ier se rv ice at Plymou th, Ind iana , and it is extreme ly un likely that it was

ad vertised there .

Figure 3. From the Transvaal to the U.S. in 1878.
Figure 3 shows a co ver from the Transvaal via the Cape Colony and London to the U. S .

du ring 1878 . The Tran svaal sta mp is Scott # 86 , from the first Briti sh occupation, and was not
valid for the internationa l mails . Received two respon ses, and both wished not to be identified .
Thi s is fine , and pot ential responders ca n be unn am ed, if they wish . Th e first sa id that 7 1/ 2 pence
was equa l to 15 ce nts and that thi s co uld be three times the U.P.U. rate . In thi s case , however, this
is incorrect , becau se then the Cape of Good Hope d id not join the Unive rsa l Postal Union until
1895 . Thus , the correct answer ca me from the second reader , who refers his fellow co llec tors to
the useful book by Charles Starnes. Thi s divulges that the rate for a sing le we ight ( 1/ 2 oz .) letter
between the U.S. and Ca pe of Good Hope was reduced to 15 ce nts , during August 1876.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Figure 4 sho ws the nex t problem cover, an inbound one , as promised in the last column. It is

from Nat al in 1893 with a one penn y stamp of that co untry, and three U.S . postage due stamps .
CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION SERVICE
Professional, university-trained paper conservators will undertake the cleaning and
repairing of manuscripts and covers and the removal of soil, stains, ink and foxing
from philatelic properties in accordance with strict museum standards.

References supplied upon request

Send items for quotation to

PHILATELIC RESTORATION WORKSHOP
1500 Grand Central Station

New York. N.Y. 10163
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zca.»
Figure 4. Natal to Virginia in 1893, with U.S. postage dues.

The explanation is simple. What is it?

Figure 5. Wrapper to New Brunswick in 1865.

Figure 5 show s our other proble m cover, submitted by C. W . Bert Christian . He says it is
a wrapper, about 15 inches long. It is backstamped Springfield, N .B. NO . 16 , 1865 . Th e
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We spec ia lize in covers of the world . We have a com prehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In Un ited States. we sto ck Trans-At lanti c. Regis­
tered, Spec ial Del ivery and oth er specia l usag es. We usua lly have a few
Hawaii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP

643 Fifth Avenue South Naples. Florida 33940
Tel. (813) 262-6226
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question co ncerns the 40 cents in U.S . stamps . What did these pay? Also ,what is the marking
that looks like a forwardi ng age nt 's?

Please se nd your answers soo n to the Cincinnat i P.O . Box, and also any new ca ndida tes .
MORE ON "ROSECRANSITHE HERO OF THE WEST"
Further information on the patriotic cover discussed in Chronicle 128 has been received

from Jam es W . Milgram , M.D. :

The design is of Union origin probably printed by Car Bell of Hartford , Connectic ut, or
Magee of Philadelphi a. The imprint read "Ha N. JEFF' N DAVIS" before it was obliterated . It
seems obvio us to me that the illustratio n of Davis was left on the envelope to depict Rosecrans
when the pro-Uni on sloga n was added. The printer probably figured that most people didn 't
know wha t Rosecrans looked like anyway and "I can use all these unsold Jeff Davis printed
enve lopes ." I illustrated a similar usage as Figure P- 17 in Abraham Lincoln Illustrated
Envelopes and Letter Paper 1860-1865 . This is a purple Confederate flag with a heading
"So uthern Indepe ndence" and a caption "A MYTH originated by traitors to mislead the unwary
and destro y our glorious UNION." in red and blue . The stamp is the three cent pink (probably
1862 usage) and the postm ark is also from Balt imore. But I think the Baltimore postmarks
should not be read as indicating that either of the orig inal versions of these cover designs was
ever meant to be used for Confederate patriotic designs postally. They were intended for
albums as souve nirs of the war and were to be sold to persons loyal to the Union. And that is
how they surv ive today , as unused examples excep t when modified as were these two used
varie ties with the additional mottos. Also Dr. Ray' s Rosecrans cover was used by a Union
soldie r alth ough it lacks the certifica tion; it was sent "DUE 3" to back home in Connecticut.
70. red cancel
PFC

72. " red" cancel
PFC. ex-Newbury

77. used 121, "red" cork
PFC

SUPERB Quality 19th Century Stamps
of the United States.
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