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The bottom line is ...

/

WE WILL WORK
/

HARDER FOR YOU!

/
. . . Because I take stamps seriously. To me , a collector's stamps are more
than just commodities. They are often pieces of one's life. Chances are , a
collector passed up something else in order to buy each stamp and cover.
That means an obligation on my part to do the best by the collector . . . or his
or her children .

. . . We'll help you realize the most for your material. Shall we clear it all out in
a single auction? Shall we place parts of it in our auctions of specialized
material? Shall we place parts into sales of " name" collections where they
might be enhanced by such proximity? Shall we put exceptional items in our
annual Gem Sale where realizations are often astonishing? You won 't be left
out of these deliberations.

After that , we'll turn to the critical business of lotting and describing . We're
meticulous in our descriptions. We picture over 85% of the material in our
catalogs. Our catalogs draw more attention ... so you realize more.

Immediate cash needed? We also buy outright for cash or can place your
collection through our private treaty department.

Let me respectfully suggest that when the time comes to sell, take a few
minutes for a toll-free call to me (800-424-9519). Let's discuss your collec­
tion. You may end up putting me to work for you then and there.

Jr-L~~
"'-----K f JohnW .\
A ~p~ au mann II' ..

1333 H Street NW, Washington, DC 20005-4707 Inc
WASH. DC CALL - (202) 898-1800 •
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
I

VIGNETIES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J.C . ARNELL

2. FIRST PACKET SERVICES

By the end of the 17th century , it was rea lized that some form of regul ar transatlantic
communication was necessary . In 1701 , Edmund Dummer , Surveyor-General of the Navy
and the operator of a Falmo uth, England-Portuga l packet service , proposed a monthly service
to the Brit ish Wes t Indies . This was accepted a year later and the first packet sai led from
Portsmouth for Barb ados on 2 1 October 1702. Starting with four sma ll armed vesse ls, the
service suffe red from losses to privateers and inadequate financing . When Dummer went into
bankruptcy nine years later , ten vesse ls out of a total of nineteen used had been captured and
two others had been wrec ked . Of interest is the fact that only two of them were cap tured in the
West Indies and seven were taken in the approaches to the Engli sh Channel.

In North Amer ica , several proposals for a regul ar service were submitted to the British
Treasury durin g the first decade of the 18th century, but were turned down. Finally about
1710 , William Warren of Lond on was gra nted the right to operate a monthl y packet between
Bristol and New York . A total of seven voyages have been reported - two in 1710 , three in
17 11, and two in 171 2, after which the serv ice was discontinued , probably for financia l
reaso ns. It was not unt il the French and Indian War in the 1750s pro mpted the governors of
Massachu setts , New York, and Virg inia to petition the Briti sh Governme nt to establish a
regular mail packet serv ice to maintain communicati ons in time of danger that the matt er was
reco nside red .

Figure 1. Cover of a letter thought to have been mailed at New York in 1757, because of the
absence of a Bishop datestamp. Probably carried by one of the packets involved in the Loudoun
expedition. Rated 1/- Stg. postage due to London.

In September 1755 , the Board of Trade took up the matter with the Treasury, poin ting
out that the King should have "e arly and frequent intell igence of what was in agi tation" in the
colonies , and reco mme nded the esta blishment of a packet service to New York. Th is was
acce pted and the Postm asters General were dire cted to arrange monthl y voyages between
Falmouth and New York, and to res tore the ea rlie r packet service to the Wes t Indies .

By the end of October , arrange ments had been compl eted and , in requesting the
recessary warrants, the Postmasters General wrote in part :
Chron icle 133 / February 1987 / Vol. 39. No. 1 7



We have . . . Fre ighted the Ship Earl of Halli fax, Captain John Morris , to make one Voyage to
New York , for Seven hundred Pou nds for the Voyage out and home , and this method of
Freighting a Shi p Monthly is proposed to carryon this Service , for the time to come , upon the
best Terms a pro per Ship can be obtained; that we may not however be improvided , We have
agreed with two other Ships upon the same Terms, and aga inst a fourth Voyage, a Person has
engage d to build a New Ship eve ry way fit for the Service to go upon the same Conditions .

The vessels were of 200 tons burthen , mann ed by thirty men and "a rmed & properly provided
for War."

... i

-~ "----J

" ..". ~...:. f
-:~~,,,. ;.

(

,/

I
I
I

_. _. . __ . .. L

Figure 2. Duplicate of a letter from London dated 22 October 1768 and mailed on 2 November,
when it was rated 1/- Stg. postage due to New York. Carried by the Earl of Halifax packet from
Falmouth about three weeks later to New York, arriving on 18 January 1769. Rated an additional
6d. Stg. inland postage to Philadelphia.

Warrants were granted to the captains of three vesse ls , Ear l ofHalifax , Genera l Wall ,
and Harriett on 5 November 1755 , and the record suggests that the fourth packet took longer
to build than anticipated in the above letter , as the firs t three carried the Mails until the Earl of
Leicester took one on 6 Aug ust 1757. These first packets were privately ow ned, but whilst
they were under co ntrac t the Post Office undertook to co mpensate the owners for any loss.
They were mann ed by the ow ners, but the commander and ship' s company were under Post
Office orders . Th e Ear l ofHalifax under Ca ptain John Morris , who signed the first agreement
with the Post Office , left Falmo uth on the inaugura l voyage on 13 Decem ber 1755 and arr ived
at New York in Feb ruary 1756. It is not known how long she staye d at New York, but she
returned to Falmo uth on 12 Jun e.

The packets were scheduled to sail from Falmouth on the first Wed nesday of the month
8 Chronicle 133 / February 1987 / Vol. 39 . No _ I



and to lay over at New York for about three weeks to allow for the de livery of despatches by
cour iers to the various governo rs, etc . , and thei r repl ies to reach New York. However, under
the stress o f wa r and a shortage of naval despatch boat s , the return ing packet was often
detained for military purp oses . The prime example of th is occurred in the spring of 1757 ,
when Lord Loudoun was preparing an attac k on the French for tress of Lou isbourg on Ca pe
Breton Island . By the end of May , he had de ta ined two packet s , plann ing to send one to
Eng land on the day his ex ped ition se t sai l and to take the second to Halifax. Another packet
had arrive d before the ex ped itio n fin ally go t away a mo nth later, at whic h time a fourth packet
was expected .

Benjam in Fra nk lin recorded thi s episode as he had boarded the first o f these packets wi th
the ex pec tation of leavin g for Eng land in a few days , but instead remained in New York
harb our for abo ut six wee ks before the packet was released after the flee t had been underway
for five days . Th e other two packets we nt to Hal ifax and, when Lord Loudou n aborted the
ex ped itio n in August and retu rned to New York , the packet s we nt back wi th him. As the
result of th is and previous de lays , there had only been eight round tr ips in the first two yea rs
up to the end of 1757 . Afte r that , the schedule operated more or less on a mon thly basis , with
the four packets sa iling in rotation.

, . ,....

Figure 3. Letter from Bristol dated 30 November 1768 , which was rat ed 4d. Stg. inland postage to
London. Backstamped at London on 2 December, the "4" deleted and 1/- packet postage to New
York added - "In all 1N4." Carried by the Lord Hyde packet from Falmouth to New York, where
backstamped on 23 February and rated 8 pennyweights (dwt.l 16 grains (gr .) postage due to
Boston. This represented the 1/4 Stg. British postage, which was 5 dwt. 8 gr. , plus 10d Stg. or 3
dwt. 8gr. inland postage to Boston. A pennyweight equalled 24 grains or 3d . Stg.

Ear ly packet lette rs arc re lative ly rare , as most corresponde nce we nt by pr ivate traders
and was ente red as Ship Lett ers at the port of arriva l. ot only were there far more
opportu nities to se nd a le tter by the latter means , but it was cheaper. The packet postage was
1/- Stg .. w ith inland postage to and from bot h Falmo uth and New York be ing in addi tion,
while only the ld . Stg. capta in's gra tuity was added to the inland postage charged fro m the
port of arr ival.
Chronicle 133 I February 19K7 I Vol. 39. No . I 9



As noted in the first article , the re was no adequate route from New York to the Carolinas
and more southerly parts, so that the delivery of packet letters to the latter was nearly
impo ssible. As a result , a con tract was let for a additional packet se rvice in 1763 from
Falmouth through Jamaica to Pensacola , St. Augustine , and Charles Town and back to
Falmouth. Thi s round robin rout e was not satisfactory, so in 1768 a separate monthly packet
service was establ ished between Falmouth and Charles Town, with the Mail being taken by
courier to Sa vannah and St. August ine . These two services operated in parallel until 1776 ,
when the southern one was disco ntinued .

"'- .

,.....

. !.&.A~ ..(/14/

~/tl#d? d, :(~.-
, h'l'r Jff~ '/';1, /-
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Figure 4. Letter from Galway. Ireland. dated 18 October 1772. Mailed at Dublin on 21 October and
rated 6d. Stg. inland postage to London. Backstamped at London on 28 October. the "6" deleted
and 1/- packet postage to New York added - "In all 1N6." Carried by the Lord Hyde packet from
Falmouth on 12 November to New York, where backstamped on 28 Decemberand rated 8 dwt. 16
gr. postage due. made up of 1/6 (6 dwt.) British postage. plus 8d. Stg. (2 dwt. 16 gr .) inland postage
to Albany.

Letters carried by the southern pack ets are show n in The Posted Letter in Colonial and
Revolutionary America / 628-1790 . whi le the accompanying illustrations are typical letters
through New York in the Co lonial Period .
10 Chronicle 133 I February 1987 I Vol. 39. No. I
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1869. 2C Brown. Horizontal Pair and Single tied on 1870 Folded Cover used
from Nagasaki Japan to Shanghai China Oval " Pignat el & Cie, Nagasaki
Japon" Corner Card on Reverse. An Extremely Rare Usage. The Finest of the
Two Recorded Covers. Price Available Upon Request.
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JOSEPH A. STEINMETZ AND THE BLUE PAPER SCANDAL OF 1911
STANLEY M. BIERMAN, M.D., F.A.C.P.

Joseph Allison Steinmet z ca me into
national prominence , if not phil atelic noto­
riety , fo r his ro le in 191 I in the Travers­
Post Office Department sca ndal involving
the unl awfu l di stribution by the Act ing
Third Assistant Postmaster Genera l of U .S.
bluish experimental paper issues of 1909
through th e we l l-k nown Philade lp hia
stamp collector-dealer. Stein metz should
be bett er remembered by posterity for his
pioneering work in av iation and national air
defense , a distin gui shed career as a me­
chanical e ng ineer, and by phi late ly , in
great measure , for his remarkable showing
at the 1913 New York Internation al Phil­
atelic Exh ibit ion . Described as " . . . a br il­
liantl y organized philateli c achi evem ent ,"!
the Steinmet z Exhibit whi ch was entitled ,
in part , "Talismans of the Arab ian Night s
of Stampdorn ," incl uded critical Govern ­
ment correspondences regarding the ma nu­
facture of U .S . postage stamps dur ing the
185 1-60 period , preserv ed in large measure for scho lars through his own particular inter­
vention . Steinmetz also possessed a major U.S ., Essay-Proof, Foreign and Aerophilatelic
co llection, and played a key financ ial ro le in the acquisi tion of the pan e of the 1918 invert ed
flying Jenn y .

Joseph A. Steinmet z was born in Phil adelphia on March 22 , 1870 , to John and Francis
Morri s Stei nmetz. His parent s were both descended from illustrious Coloni al forebears. 2 Th e
youthful Stei nme tz early on evide nced mechan ical eng inee ring talents , and following his
public school ed ucati on at Phi ladelphia Central High , entered into a business partn ership
with a co usi n to form the Jann ey-Steinmetz Co. , manu facturers of stainless stee l co ntainers .
Steinmet z returned to co llege to obta in an advanced degree in metallurgy and was a stude nt at
Lehigh Univers ity in 1900 whe re he honed his eng inee ring skills . He also showed a keen
interest durin g thi s tim e in the newly deve loping sc ience of aeronautics . W ith Or ville and
Wilbur Wright 's successful powered fligh t on December 17, 1903 , at Kitty Hawk , North
Carolina , Stei nmet z came to recognize the critical ro le that airp lanes wo uld play in tran s­
portation and commerce . Unde r the guida nce of Professor Samu el Pierp ont Langley from a
local co llege, Steinmetz undert ook the manufacture and design of airplane eng ines; he was
later to establish and become director of a schoo l of aircraft design in Philadelphia .:' Langley
was best known for his association with the Smithsoni an Institution where he was Secret ary ,
and for his pioneering studies in pow ered flight ." Steinmetz was marri ed in 1903 to Norma
Francis Field , daughter of a Co lora do Sprin gs judge . Two chi ldren , Joseph Jan ney Stei nmetz
and Fran cis Margaret Steinmetz , were born to the union .

With the outbreak of hostilities in Europe in 1914 Steinmetz embarked upon pioneering
aerial defense research in an effort to protect Euro pea n cities from the threat of Zeppel in

I. L.G . Quacke nbush . "The Steinmetz Exhibit," Phil . Gazelle 111 :389 (Dec . 1913).
2. Anon. , "Obituary : Joseph A. Steinmetz," Nell' York Thil l's. p. 23, col. 3 (July 12. 1928).
3. Anon.. "Jose ph A. Steinmetz," Who's Who / 928-29. p. 1972.
4. Dan Barber, personal communication, 1986.
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aerial attac ks. Zeppelins were being employe d for surve illance purposes and posed a military
threat to c ivilian populati on s . Steinmet z developed a spec ia l " hook bomb" whic h was
adapt ed by the Fre nch to repe l aerial attacks . Th e ex plos ive device was ca rried on the
undercarriage of the interce pting airpl ane . Th e bomb wa s attached by wires and hooks whi ch
were so arrange d as to ca tch on the cove rings of the dirigibles and mak e them ex plode .5 Later
Steinmetz dev ised a sc heme wherein a bank of high inten sit y light s wa s employed to lure
hostil e planes to sites where anti-aircraft installations could down the night-fl ying attack
planes. Wh en the United States entered the war in 1917 , Steinmetz wa s too old for ac tive
military se rvice but was commiss ioned as a Co lone l in the fled gling U. S . Army Air Force,
and appo inted a member of the Nation al Research Co unci l. He tou red France and Eng land to
study the ir wa rtime ca pabi litie s in airp lane manu facture . He selected a major shipyard s ite in
Philade lph ia ' s Hog Island and helped in the land reclam at ion . He designed and took ou t
patent s for devices used in antisub marine wa rfare and was a me mber of the Subma rine
Defen se organization es tablished in New York to provide coasta l defen se against marauding
German U-boats . Prior to the ar mis tice Steinmetz recei ved the co mmiss ion of Major in the
ordinance reser ve . and years later was e leva ted to the rank of Lieutenant Col onel.

A stamp collector from early childhood, Steinmetz became an avid enthus ias t with his
rising financi al star in the peri od preceeding the First World War. Man y of his philatelic
treasures ca me through the Phil adelphia Stamp Auction run by Percival Parri sh who started
his sa les in Februa ry 1904. Parri sh had been the manager of the Ph iladelph ia branch of Scott
Stamp and Co in Co .n and throu gh his firm passed grea t sa les of O .S . Hart , Harr y Tripper .
Henry Chapma n as we ll as the legendary mint bloc k of six of the ten ce nt )847 issue .
Steinmet z became Secret ary of the Phil adelphia Stamp Co . in 19087 provid ing the firm with
import ant financial und erpinnings. Undo ubted ly Ste inme tz also purch ased at auction sales
held by the Boston firm s of Fra nk P. Brown and B.L. Drew. and from the New York firm s of
J .M . Bartel s , Scott Sta mp and Co in Co., and J .e. Morgenthau.

Steinm et z ' s invol vem ent with Arthur M . Tra ver s in the 1909 U.S . blui sh paper scandal
presents a fascinat ing story of philateli c intri gue. Sometime in 1908 Jo seph E. Ralph ,
Director of the Bureau of Engrav ing and Printing . recei ved reports that d ifficult y was being
encountered in pro per ce ntering of the newly produ ced postal issues whic h ca used co n­
siderable waste o f dep artmen tal stamp stoc k. x Th e pap er employe d in sta mp produ cti on
requ ired moisten ing pr ior to intaglio plate printing . result ing in irregul ar and unpred ictable
shrinkage of the panes of stamps . and as a co nseque nce the perforat ing machine cut into many
of the stamp design s . To min imi ze shr inkage and thereb y improve the ce ntering of stamps, it
was suggested that 30 percent rag be add ed to the pap er pulp. Th e rag adulteration of the pulp
result ed in a particular blui sh hue , if not gray ish tint , bein g imparted to the paper stoc k. A
contrary view to thi s " paper shrinkage theory" suggested that the rag stock was add ed to
prevent curling of the panes and to minimize premature tearing of weak perforations. To test
the qu alit y o f the new ex perime ntal paper a trial print ing of low denomination 1908 issue s
was recommended .

Ralph wro te to A .L. Law she , Third Ass istant Postmaster General , on Februa ry 9 . 1909 .
informing him that 1,4 80 .000 ex amples of the IIt (Scott 357) and 1.494 .000 examples of the
2¢ (Scott 358) Franklin-Washington issues had been printed on ex perime ntal blui sh paper . as
we ll as 637,000 co pies of the 21t Lincoln perforated co mme mo rative issue : they were sent to
Washington post offices for sa le as ordinary sta mps . Lawshe unfortunately was frequ entl y

5. Anon. . " Death of Co l. Jos. A. Steinmetz." Mckeel 's w cckl» Stamp NCII's 42 (# 1960 ). 456 (Ju ly 30 ,
1928).

6. G. Van Den Berg, " Philate lic Notes." Sl l/ IIIP S 29:103 (Oc t. 21. 1939 ).
7. Anon .. " Phi lade lphia Stamp Co .. .. u .II ' .S.N . 22 (#89 1l. 38 (Jan. 25. 1908).
8 . G. Turner. cd .. Sloan e'» CUIII III II (Series on bluish paper) , pp. 29 1-295, Bureau Issues Associa tion,

1961.
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absent fro m work because of health reasons, and much of the dec ision makin g of the
Departm ent was le ft to his Chi ef Assistant Arthur M . Travers.

Travers was born in Port Hu ron , Michi gan , in May 1870 and ca me to Wa shington in
Febru ary 190 I where he was assig ned work as Co nfide ntia l C lerk to Edwi n Madd en , Third
Assistant Postm aster Gen eral. 9 Descr ibed as a man of enga ging personalit y and highl y
regard ed as an effic ient officer , Travers was started at a base sa lary of $ 1,600 yea rly . Within
a year he was promoted to Chief Clerk at $2,000 per yea r and a $3 per diem perk . By January
1909 Travers had advance d to Ac ting Third Assistant Postmaster General and Congress
voted him an additiona l $ 1,000 yea rly co mpensa tion. In his newl y appo inted pol icy-making
position Travers sugges ted to Ralph that additiona l blui sh paper printings be made of the 3¢
throu gh 15¢ den om inat ion s (Scott 359-366) on the remainders of the blui sh experimental
paper be fore the stoc k supply was ex hausted . 10 The 50¢ and $ 1 values we re omitted because
Ralph pointed out that these plat es went to press only occas iona lly . The decision for the
spec ial printing was made with the und erstand ing that the supply was not for publi c
distribution, but rather for production of perfect specimen sheets that would be deli vered to
the Post Office for their files ; the remaining panes were destin ed for destruction .

In the time span of February 5 to April 6 , 1909, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
produ ced 40 sheets each of 100 stamps of the 3¢ ,5¢, S¢, IO¢, 13¢ and 15¢ denominations; in
addition 40 sheets for the 4¢ and 52 shee ts of the 6¢ denomination were prepared on the blui sh
paper . II Four complete sets were chosen to be set aside with one pane of 100 stamps of each
denomination on blu ish paper sent to the following: ( I) Curator of the Postal Mu seum where a
block of four was put on displ ay in the old Post Office Buildin g , and the rem aining 96 issues
sequestered; (2) official files of the Stamp Division ; (3 ) Thi rd Assistant Postm aster General ;
(4) an additional set for surp lus . Fo r purposes of ident ification most , but not all, of the sheets
were marked in the margin with an " X" penned in biack ink . 12 Desp ite the avowed intent that
the 3¢ through 15¢ issues be destroyed , due to an erro r at the Bureau of Engrav ing and
Printing examples of these blui sh paper issues wo rked them selv es into ph ilatelic channels .
Copi es of the 3¢ and 10¢ issues were disco vered in New York and acquired by E.B. Pow er of
Stanl ey Gibbons; the 5¢ appea red in Rockford , Illinois , the 6¢ in Chicago and elsewhere , the
13¢ in Saginaw, Mich igan , and the 15¢ in Bu ffalo , New York , and Cleve land , Ohi o .u
Exampl es of the 4¢ and S¢ bluish paper issues we re not discovered . 14

When it was learn ed that the blu ish paper stamps . though limited in numbers , were
being distribut ed , anxio us co llectors besieged the ir local post offi ces for examp les. An­
nouncements appea red in the ph ilatelic press advert ising sale of sets of the blu ish paper
varieties , albe it to the exclusion of the 4¢ and 8¢ issues . 15 Most co llec tors were thus left with
" inco mplete" sets . It may be infe rred that this parti cul ar fact prompted Joseph A. Steinmetz
to hatch a plot to capture for phil ateli c posterit y the " missing" den om inations .

Steinmet z was a famili ar face on the philatelic scene and had strong Washin gton ties
becau se of his burgeoning business interests . Likewise Travers was well known to the
philateli c co mmunity and in short orde r Ste inmetz inve igled the Ac ting Third Assistant
Postm aster General to provide him with the missing 4¢ and S¢ blui sh paper issues . So as to
grease the skids, a $ 1.500 brib e was offered Tr avers . A co nspira cy was hatched where in

9. C. Severn . "Editoria l." M .WS.N. 25 (# 1055).92 (Ma r. 18. 191 1).
10 . Anon .. " U.S . Experi menta l Paper Variet ies and the P.O. Departm ental Tro uble ." Phil . Journ.

Allier . 22:9 1-93 (Aug . 1911 ).
I I. C. Severn . "U .S . on Bluish Paper, " M .WS.N. 25 (# 1056). 109 (Mar. 25. 1911).
12. P. H. Ward . 'T he U.S . 1909 Bluish Papers ," M .WS .N. 51 (#2433). 366-367 (June 14. 1937).
13. Anon. , "N ote s on U.S . Experimental Paper Varieties ," Phil . Journ . Amer. 21:244-245 (Nov.

1910).
14. Anon.. " U.S . Experi menta l Papers ," Phil. Journ . Amer. 22:6-7 (Aug . 1911).
15 . C. H. Mekee l, "S pec ial Sale of U.S . Sta mps on Exper imental Paper," Iadvertiseme nt] Phil. Journ.

Allier. 12:301 (Dec . 1910 ).
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Travers ag ree d to meet Stei nmetz at a set time and place at a Wash ington post office where the
missin g 4~ and 8¢ blui sh paper panes along with an add itiona l set of 3~ ,S¢,6¢ , IO¢, 13¢ and
I S¢ issue s wit h a face va lue of $64 were exc ha nge d. Traver s ar ranged to substitute the
pilfered government stock with reg ular U.S . 1908 printin gs with hopes that the sw itch wo uld
not be noti ced. 16

With the tran sfer of blui sh paper panes Ste inme tz is believed to have so ld block s of four
through the Phil adelphia Stamp Co . to se lect Phil adelphia co llec tors including Henry
Gib son . Block s of fou r o f the 4¢ and 8¢ issues we nt for $ 140 to $200 , while sing les were
offe red at a mee ting of the Phil adelphia Stamp Club for $40. It is interesting to note that that
Percy McG raw Mann of the Ph iladelph ia Stamp Co . wrote in the Ja nuary 13, 1911 , issue of
his officia l stamp orga n Philadelph ia Stamp Ne il'S that 16 copi es of the 4¢ and a block of four
were "discovered" in a small town out west ( !) which was an ob vious misrepresen tation.
Mean wh ile the Janu ary 21 and Fe bruary 14 , 191 1, issues of Mekeel' s Weekly Stamp News
carr ied advertise me nts by the Phil adelphia Stamp Co . offering the 4¢ and 8¢ blui sh paper
issues to interested ph ilateli sts ; afte r the Februa ry announce me nt and with eve nts of March
1911 abo ut to unfold the adve rtise me nts ceased to appea r.

From per sonal paper s of the Steinmetz-Traver s scandal o nce owned by Herman Herst ,
Jr. , and now no longer ava ilable for review , 17 it is co ntended that Phili p H. Ward , Jr. , was
offered examples of the missing 4¢ and 8¢ issues by Ste inmetz but demurred , trying instead
to acquire from the post office examples for his ow n cli ent s at face va lue . When Wa rd learned
that the rare denomination s had never been distribut ed he noti fied postal authorities of the
highl y unu sual circums tances of thi s sur reptitious offering and dem anded an invest igati on.
Suspi c ion was imm edi ately direct ed to ward Third Ass istant Postm aster General Tr avers and
a chec k of his long distance telephon e ca lls discl osed man y Wa shington to Phil adelphia ca lls
to and fro m Steinmetz . 18

On March 6, 1911, Travers was arrested and charged by Post Office investigators with
violating postal law s whi ch pro vided that no office r of the Post Office Department could sell
any postage stamps for more or less than their face valu e; bail was se t at $5,000. 19 Travers
was dismi ssed from his positi on by Postm aster Gen eral Frank H. Hitchcock following his
confess ion to postal inspector s that he had been gui lty o f di shonest pract ices of disposing
valuable materia l left to his care . Th e acc usa tions we re wide ly qu oted in the phil atelic press
of the day , "Mr. Tr avers ' s offense co ns isted of ca using ce rta in stamps to be ma nipulated so as
to create a fic titious mark et va lue . In his official ca pac ity he ca used to be delivered to himself
certai n rare stamps of great va lue and falsified the records of his office by ce rtify ing that a
portion of these sta mps were legall y destroyed afte r co nde mnation. Instead of having them
destro yed , however , he withheld them and subs tituted stamps in curre nt use to an amount
equal to those co nde mned, di spo sin g of the obsol ete issues at a ver y large profit. Whil e the
philateli c va lue of the stamps so di sposed exceeded $ 10 ,000, the government has suffered no
pecuniary loss becau se of Mr. Travers 's manipulat ion in substituting sta mps of curre nt issue
to the face va lue of those he so ld to dealers ."

On Apri l 3, [911 , indic tme nts we re returned by the Grand Jury of the Dist rict of
Columbia agai nst Traver s for alleged embezzleme nt , and a second indic tme nt aga inst both
Travers and Ste inme tz o n charges of co nspiring to perform illega l ac ts . Evidence was

16. H. Herst. personal com munica tion. 1984-85.
17. We rne r Elias , Librari an of the Co llec tors Club of New York, states that these reco rds have been

misplaced and , while probably hidden in some archiva l recess, arc not currently available for documentary
purpose s .

18 . H. Herst. personal communication.
19. Mill er , "Arthur M. T ravers . P.O . Depart ment Clerk Dismissed from Serv ices and Arrested for

Manipulat ion of Stamps ." Philadelph ia Stamp Ne ll'S I:4 18-4 19 (May 17. 1911 ); C. Seve rn. "Travers is
Indicted, " M .W.S.N. 25 (# 1059), 131 (Apr. 15 , 1911 ), and "T he Trave rs Case, " id. , 132.
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presented including docu mented long distance telephone call charges between the two parties
which suggested collusion. Government records were produced which revealed alterations
suggesting ostensibly that the stamps in question had been destroyed . The postal investiga­
tion which occupied a year's time noted a cumulative aggregate sale of $ 1,600 worth of
bluish paper issues having a current face value of about $30.00. Following the imbroglio and
philatelic scandal, C. H. Mekeel of SI. Louis advertised sale of incomplete sets of bluish
paper issues, "without taint; they did not come from Philadelphia or in an irregular way from
Washington. ,,20

After a year and a half of legal maneuvering , Travers withdrew his plea of not guilty,
and on October 29, 1912, entered a plea of nolo contendere to charges of embezzlement and
conspiracy." Justice Gould of the Washington criminal courts imposed a fine of $ 1,500
(Travers's "co mmission" from Steinmetz) which was paid by Travers with fresh $ 100 bills.22

Charges against Steinmetz were dropped perhaps in deference to his stature in the business
community, but undoubtedly through the intervention of Boise Penrose, an influential
Pennsylvania pol itician. With a quiet nod from President William Howard Taft, it is believed
that Attorney Genera l George W. Wickersham let the matter of Steinmetz's indictment drop.
For his part in uncovering the bluish paper scandal, it is believed that Philip H. Ward , Jr. was
given choice blocks of four of the 4¢ and 8¢ bluish paper issues for his services.v'

Chastened but not bowed by his near calamitous brush with the law, Steinmetz sought to
remove the stain on his otherwise unblemished reputation and redeem himself with the
philatelic community by his showing at the 1913 International Philatelic Exhibition held in
New York. Advanced description of his exhibit was calculated to pique the viewers' curiosity
and to arouse expectation of an event that would be decidedly picturesque and certa inly
original. The 56-page exhibition booklet entitled "Steinmetz Miscellany" had the euphonious
title of "A n Hundred Or So Graphic Pages Selected at Random from A Wonderland
Collection . Little Messengers from the Isles of the Seven Seas from the Or ient and the
Occident and from the Polar Lands of Snow. Not Just Mere Dead, Drybone Stamps But
Charming Little Talismans of the Arabian Nights of Stampdom. Living, Vibrant , Happy
Children of the Fairy Kingdom of our Enchanting Hobby." Quite aside from the burdensome
and mellifluous title , the Steinmetz collection was a triumph of imaginative insights. L.G.
Quackenbush best caught the poetic essence of the display and described it as follows, " It is a
succession of stories told in postage stamp hieroglyphics. Mr. Steinmetz treats stamps not as
so many bits of paper , differing from one another in various mechanical attributes of form,
color and design but as symbolic things, intimately identified with the warp and woof of
human events . He sees beyond the bare husk; he deals with the underlying spirit of stamp
issuance, with the romance and poesy of postage stamp legend . And we doubt if any other
man in the world has put together a stamp collection rivalling this in real human interest ,
intelligibility and fascination to the non-collector. ,, 2-1

Included in the display were examples of local posts from Philadelphia, Boston , New
York, and Baltimore; following was an impressive display of 1847-1861 U.S. General Issues
on original covers including trial colors and proofs of 1847 issues and a 90¢ plus 24¢ U.S .
1861 issue on cove r from New York to Shanghai, plus many examples of the Franklin-Eagle
Carrier issues. Of major philatelic significance was a 14-page section presented in chron­
ologic order of correspondence between A.N. Zevely. Third Assistant Postmaster General.

20 . Mekeel, op . cit.
2 1. C. Severn . "Travers Changes Pica."' M.WS.N. 26 (# 114 1),359 (Nov. 9 . 19 12).
22 . C. Seve rn, "The Travers Case."' M.W S.N. 26 (# 1141). 360 (Nov. 9 . 1912) .
23 . H. Herst. " U.S. Bluish Papers." Western Stamp Coli. (Dec . 20. 1949). p, 8: Herst. Nassau Street,

1960 . pp, 276-77: C. Brazer. "T he Travers Manuscr ipt Letters. " Essay Proof Journal 5: 144-145 (July
1948 ).

24. L. Quackenbush. op , cit.
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and Messrs . Toppan , Carpenter , Casi lear & Co . of Philadelphia . The correspondence
covered the period of June II , 1851 , to Augus t 4 , 1860 , and dealt with issues of produ ction ,
design , co lor, number s , and di stribution of U .S . stamp issues from this peri od . There is little
quest ion that thi s histori call y import ant co rres po nde nce came to Ste inmetz throu gh the
Traver s co nnec tion . Writing in the Jul y 1948 issue of Essay Proof Journal ,25 Clarence
Brazer reprinted personal lett er s from Travers regarding the preservation of origin al stamp
contracts for the manufacture of postage sta mps, sorting of department al correspond ence ,
file s and record book s present in the archives of the Post O ffice Division . Travers is believed
to have made three co pies of these valuable Post Office co rres po nde nces, covering the period
1847 to 1873 . In prep aring a de fen se for his 191 I tria l Travers wro te several state ments
covering his post office dut ies , co pies of whic h were sent to Steinmetz for his lawyer' s
docket. Subse que ntly the Tra ver s co rres ponde nces passed from the Stei nme tz es tate thro ugh
Eugene Klein and we re purch ased by Herman Herst , Jr. After loaning the mat eri al to Brazer ,
Herst don ated the manu scripts to the Co llec tors Club of New York . Included in the Klein lot
acquired by Herst were 100 se ts of C4-6 first day co vers, which the deal er soaked off to sell as
used stamps given the fact that there was no demand at that time for FDCs .

Th e remarkable Steinmetz Exhibit at the 1913 Intern ational Philatelic Exhibition also
included ex amples of Patent Coupon issues , di spl ays o f 1869 essays and proofs of Pictori al
Issues, encased U .S . postage stamps, postal currency, fancy ca nce llations, president ial
franks, a sec tion show ing ma nufac tured (fraudulent) 190 I Pan -American inverts , a sec tio n
on Con feder ate States postal histor y , fine sections on British Co lonia ls highli ghted by Sidney
Views , world stamps and end ing with polar ex hibi tion issues .

Steinmet z was invol ved in an epic -ma king philatel ic event relatin g to the discovery on
May 14 , 191 8 , of the pane of inve rted flyin g Jennies by W .T. Robey at a W ashin gton post
office. Fo llowing Robey ' s unsuccessful negotiation throu gh Eustace B. Power for thi s
"Twentieth Century tra sh, " and John J . Klemann ' s low-ball offering , a telephone call to
Percy McGraw Mann of Phil adelphia was made and with Eugene Klein' s co ncurrence, the
$ 15 ,000 sale pric e was finall y ag reed upon . Joseph Steinmet z wa s the third of the Philadel­
phia triumvirate, and no doubt provided much of the fina nce for the purch ase . With the
subse que nt prop orti onal pro fits deri ved from the sa le of the pan e to Co l. Edward Green for
$20, 000 , Steinme tz acquired a hor izont al pair of the C3a issues for $45026 though yea rs later
he was to brea k the pair and use the proceed s to purchase a piano!

Ste inmetz ' s first love was aerophi late ly and in 192 3 he provided much of the financial
underp innin gs necessary to es tablish the America n Air Ma il Society whic h was organized by
George M . Ange rs of Springfield, Mass . , and Harry Truby of New Ken sington , Pa Y In May
1925 Steinmetz showed his sterling co llec tion of aerophilate ly at the International Philatelic
Exhibition held at the Louvre in Pari s. Acclaimed the finest co llection assembled to that time ,
it inc luded 50 fam ou s pione er co ver s and was described in detail in the philatelic periodicals
of the day .2HHe also sho wed his U.S . and Foreig n co llec tions that had been exhibited in
191 3. On Jun e 3, 1925 , the Steinmet z co llec tion was ex hibited at the Co llec to rs Club of New
York to an apprec iative aud ience .29 Included in the show was a Th omas Biddl e cover franked
with an U.S. 1861 90¢ plu s 15¢ and two 3¢ issues whic h evoked an as tonished repl y from
Charles Phillips who clai med that he had never see n a 90¢ o n cover! Of some interest was the
fac t that Ste inmetz was able to sec ure origina l album pages fro m the grea t co llec tio ns of J .K.
Tiffan y , the Earl of Craw ford, and 25 other fam ou s co llec tio ns to show how grea t philateli sts
of the past arrange d and wro te up their co llec tio ns.

25 . C. Brazcr . up . cit.
26 . P. Ward . "Sa le o f Ste inme tz Col lect ion.' M .W.S.N . 43 (# 19( 6). 236 (A pr. 8. 1919 ).

27. Dan Barbe r . personal communication. 1986 .
28. Anon.. " Exhibit of Air Mail Cover s." M .W.S.N . 39 (# 1789). 209 (Apr. 20. )915).
29. C. Phi llips . " Display by Maj . J . A. Stcinmct z,' · ,H.W.S.N. 39 (# 1799) .333 (June 29 . 1925).
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Steinmetz was also very much involved during this time with his far-flun g business
enterpri ses which included , in part , his Globar Corp oration , Chairmanship of the American
Society of Mech anic al Engineers , Nation al Aeronautical Association , various military
orders along with his philatelic duties with the Aero Philatelic Soci ety of Americ a and Royal
Philatelic Soc iety of Great Britain , and philanthropic effo rts for the American Red Cross and
other organi zations. Whil e at work on an iron and stee l factory scheduled for his Janney,
Steinmetz and Co. , he fell ill and after a six month period expired of an und isclosed illness on
July II , 1928 , at his home, 736 Westview St. in Germantown, Penn. He was 58.30

The Steinm etz Coll ection was sold by Euge ne Klein of Phi ladelphia at seve n sales
(E .K .#s 54-56,60-62 ,65 ) held between March 2 1, 1929 , and Mar ch 25, 1931.
Highlight s of the first sale of Steinmetz's United States included a IO¢ grey-lilac St. Loui s
Postmaster @$2 15 , a magnificent 5¢ New York Postma ster tied to cover with a blue "5" in
double circle and considered uniqu e @$325 , a mint 1857 I¢ Type II cracked plate @ $ 106,
an 1861 90¢ plus 24¢ on cove r from New York to Shanghai @ $280, a set of 1869 invert
cardboard proofs @ $ 150, a used and defective 15¢ Pictori al invert @ $550 , a large number
of Pictorials on original co ver. Of obvious intere st was a perfectl y centered block of four of
the 4¢ bluish paper 1909 issue which sold for $450 ( I 1/2times Scott value) and an off-center
8¢ bluish paper block of four sold for its then Scott catalogue price of $300. The high point of
the day was a slightly off-ce ntered C3a which went for $60 above its catalogue price of
$1,000. The total for the first Steinmetz sale was $ 13,2 19.31

The second sale was held on April 17, 1929 , and consisted primarily of U.S . Officials ,
Carriers , Locals, Confederates and U.S. Possessions. There were 188 choice lots of Officials,
with most of the lots being acquired by either Philip Ward , Jr. , George Sloane or the newly
arising architect-stamp dealer , Clarence Brazer ; the latter acquired most of the "SPECIMEN"
issues. There were 173 lots of Local s and Carriers, a good showing of western and Express
covers . The high point was a 5¢ Hawaii an Missionary, originally cut from cove r, and then
replaced , which was knocked down at $ 1,200. The total sales of this auction were $ 14,3 25 .32

The third Steinmetz sale was held on May 15, 1929 , consisting of the finest aero­
philateli c collection then asse mbled . Most of the 9 1 pioneer cove rs were acquired con­
temporarily by Steinmetz , and man y as spec ial requests from pioneer aeronauts . In addition
there were 157 lots of official Government flights . A September 23 , 1911 , first day flight of
the Garden City Estates , con stituting the first actual flight carry ing mail in the United States,
went for $42 .25, while an outstanding mint example of the Newfoundl and 3¢ 1919 Hawker
sold for twice Scott value for $ 1,0 I0 while a similar exa mple used on cove r went for $570 .
Total sales for the Steinmetz Air Mail collection were $ 11,779.33

The fourth throu gh sixth sales were held on May 2 1, Octob er 15 , and December 17 ,
1930 , and con sisted of Steinmetz' s Foreign Countries which were strong in Brit ish Guiana ,
Mauritiu s , and Swit zerland including , in the latter , an exa mple of a 10¢ yellow green Double
Geneva tied to cover. The seve nth and final sale was of Steinmetz's Bisects and Combination
Covers and was most notable for a diagonal half of a 12¢ 1851-56 U.S . issue from San
Francisco to Cincinnati which sold for a modest $3 1 and the left vertical two-third s of a 3¢
Pictor ial used from Summit , New Jersey, which was knocked down at $ 122.50 .

With this final sa le the philat elic curt ain was drawn on Joseph Alliso n Steinm etz. The
tawdry episode of his bluish paper involvement was never ment ioned in his obituaries" and
his place in philatelic channels was properly sung.

30. C. Brazer, "Jose ph Allison Steinmetz , 1870-1928," Essay Proof Journa l 6:226 (Oct. 1949).
31. P. Ward, "Sale of Steinmetz Collection," loc. cit .
32. P. Ward, "A nother Steinmetz Auction," M .W.S.N. 43 (#2000), 308 (May 6 , 1929).
33 . P. Ward, "Steinmetz Air Mail Sale," M .W.S.N. 43 (#2008) ,4 17 (July I , 1929).
34. Anon., "Major Steinmetz Dies," Collectors Club Philatelist 7:303 (Oct. 1928); "Obituary: Joseph

A. Steinmetz, " New York Times (July 12, 1928).
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PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS
FRANK MANDEl, Editor
PRINTED POSTAL MARKINGS
(Con tinued)

In my ope ning article on this subject, Chronicle 132, I alluded to the postal markings
associ ated with Edmo nd S. Zevely in co nnec tion with his post office handstamp manu­
facturing. Actually Zevely used his attractive printed comer card s with his free franking of
letters sent on his private busine ss , whether in connection with his hand stamps, or not. Many
of the surv iving examples are addresse d to his sis ter , J . Sophia Zev ely , as is the 1852 cover
illustrated in Figure I . Thi s large red design , co mplete with wood engraved whale, occ upies
most of the upper left comer of the enve lope . Although its intricate design incorporates the
post office name , it lacks any indicat ion of the date of sending. Thi s was supplied with an
unusual 29 mm . circular marking , FREElAPR 10/ 1852 , in black . I cannot recall having see n
any other handstamp used duri ng this period which was composed of only the word FRE E
and a date, and imagine that it was made by Zevely specifically with his printed comer card in
mind . Also, as many co llec tors of the 3 cent stamp of 1851 know, any postma rk with an 1852
year date is an unusual item , since year date s did not beco me a common feature of marki ngs
of that decade unt il 1855 , and thereafter.

Figure 1. E.S. Zevely's printed advertising corner card incorporated the post office name PLEAS­
ANT GROVE, Allegany County, Maryland. FREE and 1852 year date were applied with an unusual
handstamp. (Photo by Peter Hedrington.l

Using a print ed adve rtising come r card as a townmarking is a rather novel concept, but
in Zevely' s case it makes a ce rtai n amount of sense since, in effect , he was showing off his
wares, i.e. . his aptitude in making wood engraved postm arking devices . Figure 2 illustrates
another ex tension of this possib ility , however. The black print ed comer card of the Crystal
Fountain Water Cure located at BERLIN HIGHTS [sic]. ERIE CO. , OHIO, has been dated
in man uscript "Aug 5th" and the cove r has also been rated in manu script "Paid 3." The
American Srampless Cover Catalog, 4t h ed., indicates that the post office at Berlin Heights
used a 37 mm . townmarking ca . 1851 (pro bably a large "balloon" mark ing made by the
ubiquitous E.S. Zevely)j'Jhe notion can be entertained that the postmaster found it easier to
use the printed line of the advert ising corn er card, rather than try to fit in his large , unwi eldy
handstamp . It is uncert ain whether the illustrated business establishme nt had any connection
with this Ohio post office . The Official Registers of 1855 and 1857 list Eli P. Hill as the
20 Chron icle 133 I February 1987 I Vol. 39. No. I
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Figure 2. The advertising corner card of a health spa in BERLIN HIGHTS, ERIECO., OHIO, dated in
manuscript, ca. 1855, provided a post office with a ready-made (though misspelled 71 town­
marking. (Photo by Peter Hedrington.l

pos tmaster at Berl in He igh ts , and it wi ll be noted that one of hydrotherapists at Crystal
Mount ain Wa ter Cure was Dr. B.L. Hill . Perh aps a site locat ion inquiry might turn up other
coi ncidences. A later ( 1860s) instance of a New Hampshire hotel which housed a seasonal
post office using its printed co rner card as the office marking , and adding the date in
manusc ript, is known. (My thank s to Mr. Labron Harris of Glen Echo, Md., for bringin g this
Ohio stampless example to my atte ntion.)

Figure 3. The CROTON MILLS, PAID/Cir. marking on this 1850 flour advertising circular is a pretty
printed affair, but is not an official postmark. (Photo by Peter Hedrington .l

The top ic of printed co rner cards used as pos tmarks see ms to be a good place to illustrate
an item whic h, though it has great eye appeal and is sometimes mistakenly offe red as a
postmark, is reall y quite some thing else . Figure 3 illustrates the light blue lett er shee t bearing
a fancy printed circular blue 22 mm . corner ca rd of C ROTON MILLS. The design includes a
sheaf of whea t, the wo rd PAID . , and 4 mm . to the right, the abbrev iatio n "Cir." (for
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Circular). Th is cov er is legitimatel y postm arked with a partially legible red circular 35 mm .
NEW -YO RK/OCT 10/PAID/3 cts . Croton Mill s was not a post office. It was a flour mill
locat ed in New York Ci ty , and these letter shee ts are the ir printed adver tising circulars . Thi s
example is dat elined Oct. 7, 1850 , and is signed by Hecker & Brother , 20 I Cherry St. The
letter sheet also illustrates a nice view of the mill with the distant masts of sa iling ships in
evidence, ready , no doubt , to transport their barrels of flour to exotic di stant places . The letter
sheets, however , were transported via the plain old New York City post office, which, under
the prevailing rate between 1847 and 1851 , required prepayment of3 cents on such circulars .
They were among the "junk mail" of thei r time . Perhaps to ex pedite the handling of what
might have been a large mass mailing , the flour mill printed their private marking , an ad that
indicated the pr inted nature of the letter, and the fact that it was prepaid , as required . Simi lar
exa mples during the stampless peri od bearin g private marki ngs applied by var ious mercantile
establishments , such as banks , have been see n. Several of these see m to reflect the fact that
the business had an account, or other arra nge ment with the post office in orde r to handl e their
mai l with ex pediency .

T his subject wi ll be continued in future issues.
ANOTHER UNUSUAL STENCIL COVER: A TRANSATLANTIC USE
As was indicated in this section in Chronicle 132 , duri ng the stampless per iod, stenc il

devic es were used at only a re latively sma ll num ber of post offices, and man y of them are
quite sca rce. Until the David G . Phillips sale of October 3 1, 1986, this editor had recorded
only dom estic uses of these odd mark ings . This might have been expec ted. Lot 5 16 of that
auction , however , changes this particular state of affairs . Figure 4 illustrates stenc il markings
from the post office at DEE RSV ILL E/O HIO used on a cover addressed to Newport , Isle of
Wight , Old England . The gray ish black 34 mm . townm arking is dated in manu script , as is
usual for stenci ls, Ju ne 26 ( 1846) . There also is a pretty match ing stenciled PAID in a fancy
box, measuring 26 X 9 1/ 2 mm. This is a slightly ove rsized folded letter weighing more than
half an ounce, and a doubl e 10 ce nt domestic rate of 20 cents was pa id by the sende r. The
cove r bears a di rect ional notat ion " per Stea mer via Boston ," and the recipient was also
charged a double rate of 2 shillings , per the 2/- ma nuscript marking , for deli very in England .
There is an orange circular marking dated 17/14 JY 14/1846 and a rim less black NEW PORT/
ISLE OF WIGHTIJY 15/1846 marking on the f1apside . Carriage was by Cu nard Caledonia
from Boston July I , reach ing Liverpool Jul y 13.

Deersville was a post-vill age of Harri son County, located about 12 miles west of Cadiz ,

Figure 4. This cover with stencil postmark and PAID of DEERSVILLE, OHIO, used to England in
1846, is the first cover to a foreign destination with this unusual type of marking that has been
recorded by the editor. (Photo by Peter Hedrington.1
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Oh io , which was the county seat. It is located in the eas tern part of the state. The 1845 Offic ial
Register indicates that its postmaster , Robert Pett is , Jr. , was paid $56.42 , and that the net
proceeds of the office were $99 .78 , so that the gross rece ipts, approximate ly $ 156 , revea l a
fair amount of postal activit y. In fact, this office employed no fewer than three separate , but
similar, stencil device s to create their attractive townrnarkings, in blue and black, used during
this period .

Editor 's Note: I am very pleased to present in this section an article by the well know n postal
historian , Dr. James W . Mil gram . Dr. Milgram has taken up a topic which eventually comes
to the attention of most serious co llectors and students of early U.S . stampless co vers, but
which is probably unfam iliar to co llectors of U.S . sta mps and covers in general. It is certainly
worthy of this more comprehensive treatment , and of further development as new material
comes to light.
THE UNOFFICIAL 6% CENT RATE ON
UNITED STATES STAMPLESS COVERS

JAMES W. MILGRAM, M .D.
I have a number of co vers in my co llec tion which are rated 6Y4 cents and yet no such

United States postal rate ever ex isted offi cially .
There were two differen t offic ially enacte d 6 cent rates for regu lar do mestic mail during

the stampless period. The ea rlier rate appl ied to mail carriage under 30 miles establi shed by
the Act of February 20 , 1792 , (in effect from June I , 1792 , until Marc h 2, 1799). The seco nd
6 cent rate fo llowed the War of 1812 and the restored rate per iod of 1816 . This was also a 6
cent rate for distances up to 30 miles and took effect May I , 1816 . Unde rthe five tier schedule
prov ided by the Act of April 9 , 1816 , this was the lowest postage rate based on distance. It
remained in effect until the posta l reform rates of the Act of Marc h 3, 1845 , which were
effective Jul y I , 1845 . Thus, for practically 30 yea rs during the stampless period there was a
6 cent postage rate which co uld be either prepaid or co llec t. It is this second 6 cent rate which
was the basis for the "6\14" rating on many stampless covers .

The edi tor of the Am erican Stampless Cover Catalog, E.N . Sampson, wrote a short but
informative article on this rate , "6 Y4 Cen t Rate on U.S . Starnpless ," in Covers . Ju ne 1966 .
Sampson listed 14 diffe rent covers dated between 1827 and 1842 with five prepaid and the
rest unpaid . Th ree covers bet ween I833 - 1838 were from Florida Te rritory . He also described

/ ' ~ "t£< }
I

~~ t. I."....
I

Figure 1. Unpaid cover with
ms. postmark of Flintstone.
Md., rated ..6% ."
Chronicle 133 / February 1987 / Vol. 39 . No. I 23



the usage of foreign coi nage in circulation in the United Sta tes during that period. The
Spanish and Mex ican silver half reale (medio reale) and the Brit ish three pence co ins were
then both va lued at 6 1/4 ce nts U. S . curre ncy . N. D. York , who discussed foreign coi nage in
Stamps, Apri l 15, 1967 , c ited the Act of February 9 , 1793, which established that fore ign
gold and silver coi ns sha ll pass "current as money within the United States, and be a legal
tender for the payment of all debts and demands . . . " Thi s Act was not repealed unt il
February 2 1, 1857 . Thus these foreign coi ns provided Americans with alternative co inage
when their own coins we re in short supply , or not acceptable for any reason .

Eve n thou gh the foreign co ins were legal tender , the legislated postage rate was 6 cents,
not 61/4 cents . Therefore , the onl y reasonable explanation for these covers with a 6 1/4 cent
rate is that some indi vidu al postm asters were so used to acce pting the foreign co ins to pay the
6 cents postage that they sometimes wro te it on the covers. David G. Phillips sent the writer
his file on this unusual postage rate , including some correspondence with ] .K. Gibson of the

j
Figure 2. Fractional currency issued by the Tallahassee, Florida Territory, post office in 6V.c, 25C,
and 50C denominations.
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Ohio Postal History So ciety . Charles I. Ball has located a Cleveland City Directory for 1837
which actua lly listed " 61f4 cents for any d istance not exceed ing 30 miles" as a rate of postage
for the peri od .

Th e earliest example that I have is the Maryland co ver shown in Figure I . It bears a
manu script " Flintstone, Md . Feb . I I th 1830" and " 61f4" unp aid to Sharpsburg , Maryland .
Th e Flintsto ne offi ce was established in 1824 ; only manuscript postmark s are record ed
during the stampless period. An 1837 da te of use is listed in the American Stampless Cover
Catalog, fourth edition. However , nei ther Postal Markings a/ Maryland 1766-1855 by R.T.
Powers or Maryland Postal History and Handstamped Markings a/ the Stampless Period by
D.H. Kendall lists any 61f4 cent rate covers from Ma ryland .

In his 1966 article Sampson also co mm ent ed on the exis tence o f 61f4 cen ts fractional
paper mo ney issued pri vately by ban ks and other comme rc ial hou ses . Such pap er money was
in fact issued by the post office in Tallahassee , Florida Territory , and was redeemab le in
postage or curre nt ba nk notes. Figure 2 shows three different notes for 61f4cents , 25 ce nts ,
and 50 ce nts, all issued by that post offi ce . Ph illips also sent me copies o f a different 61f4ce nts
note (shown on page 23 of the American Stampless Cover Catalog . Vol. I , 1985 ed ition) and
121f2 cents and 75 ce nts notes . The earlier 1837 and 1839 notes were redeemable only in
postage . Phillips has co pies o f two covers, both rated at 61f4 ce nts , and beari ng o val
postmarks of Tallah assee . One of these was an 183 I forwarded usagc from Charleston, South
Carolina, rated 25 ce nts plu s 61f4 ce nts at Tallahassee when the Ictt er was forwa rded to
Monticell o , 3 11f4 cen ts total du e as an unpaid letter.

, "

Figure 3. "Way" cover, rated "6V.: ' originating in Hamilton County, Florida, in 1832.

Another series of Florida terr itor ia l co vers show s so me very interesting examples of the
unofficial 61f4ce nt rate . Th e earliest is perh aps the most unusual. Shown in Figure 3, it bears
"Way" and " 6W' mar kings . Its dat eline reads " Hamilton Co unty May 6 , 1832 ," and the
contents are e lec tion returns for a delegate to Co ngress . This is the only way usage I have
record ed with thi s unoffici al rate . It should be noted that no I ce nt way fee was added to thc
regul ar postage , as mark ed .

A second co ver, shown in Figure 4 , is also very un usual. Datel ined April 12 , 1834 , it
was postm arked "Mo ntice llo Fla" and rated " 61f4" to Magn o lia . Because the rate should have
been tcn cents for the distance of over 30 miles , the cover wa s reratcd " unde rch' d 3-%" to total
" 10 ." This may well be the on ly 3% ce nt rate marking known on a U.S . stampless cover.

An 1835 cover from Mob ile , A la ., (Figure 5) is addressed to thc county judge of the
Gad sden Co unty Co urt. The cover was se nt to Chatta hoochee , Florida , rated 18·% cents
postage duc . Apparently at that office a straight line "FO RWARDE D" was added and the
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Figure 4. Cover postmarked "Monticello, Fla." (1834), rated "6%." Rerated "underch'd 3%" to
make correct 10 cent rate.

cove r was rated as "61f4" due to Qu incy , where the judge resided , at a total postage of "25 ."
The normal total postage with forwarding would have been 24% cents , so this is an
uncom mon 25 cen ts postage rating. It is interes ting that the corres pondence contains some
other examples of forwa rded covers from Cha ttahooc hee to Quincy. One of these which
bears a postmark of Chattahoochee is shown in Figure 6. This 1836 cover was rated 25 cents
due from New York and was forwa rded at the official 6 cent rate to Quincy. Thus , some of the
forward ed covers were charged the official postal rate while others were rated at the
unofficial 61f4 cent rate . I have no explanation for this apparently arbitrary usage of the 61f4
cent rate . Figure 7 illustrates another forwarded cover which was rated 25 cents due at
Philadelphi a in 1837. It was addressed to the same judge at Chattahooc hee; there it was
forwarded at the unofficial rate for the short distance to Quin cy (presumed from the other
cove rs to the judge) with 311f4 cents total postage due . This is therefore a seco nd forwarded
cove r with a total rate of 311f4 cents (the other example is the Ta llahassee usage previously
desc ribed) . Presumabl y Spanish coi nage or paper currency was customarily used to pay such

Figure 5. Mobile to Chattahoochee, Fla., Nov. 1, 1835, rated 18%C due. Forwarded to Quincy at
61/.C additional charge, for total of 25C due.
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Figure 6. New York to Chattahoochee (1836). rated " 25" due. Forwarded to Quincy at 6C.for 31C
total. Charged at official rates.

postage charges, as Spain had an import ant role in Florida during the first half of the
nineteenth ce ntury .
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Figure 7. Philadelphia to Chattahoochee (1837). rated "25" due. Forwarded at unofficial6V.C rate.
total 31V.C due. Compare with Figure 6.

(To be continued)
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U.S. CARRIERS

ROBERT MEYERSBURG. Editor
CHICAGO LOCAL POSTS
ROBSON LOWE

INTRODUCTION

On my first day in New York when visiting the International Exhibition in 1926 , I
worked with Elliott Perry when erec ting exhibits . The friendship founded at this meet ing
lasted for the res t of Ellio tt 's life . After the show I went to Chicago and met Dr. Clare nce W.
Herman , who became another life-long friend . Up to this visit to Ame rica, I had only
collected Wells , Fargo, but Perry and Henn an aro used my interest in U.S . Local Posts and
Independ ent Mail Carriers for ever more .

Back home , I found that Humphrey Goldin g , who had been my one and only employe r
and had fired me fiftee n minutes later , spec ialised in U.S. Locals. Th rough him I acquired
another friend, Donald S . Patton , who wrote a lon g series of artic les in The Philatelist .

Around 1970 my U .S . Locals filled ove r fifty volumes and my pleasure was constantly
stimulated by corres ponde nce with other students.

Ear ly this year, the idea came that 'The Local Posts of Chicago" would be featured at
AME RIPEX and I was surprised to read nothing about them . In a letter to our president , I
regretted not having made the effort, to which she rep lied "Make it an epilogue ."

In August, Elizabeth Pope came to visit me , and I fortunate ly mentioned this project.
The Chicago file contained notes made by Henn an , Perry, Patton and myself plus the
exce llent article writte n by Henry Abt in The American Philatelist . These were seized by
Elizabeth and the following article was produced . I am certainly not the author - I provided
the dr inks and cooked the food. Perhaps I could claim the title of "accoucheur ." The
photograph s of the ge ms that were in John Boker ' s co llection provide the bulk of the
illustrations .

My joy has been in the memories of so many valued friends who, alas, are but a happ y
memory.

Robson Lowe
18th August 1986

As the me mories of Amer ipex '86 sort themselves out and settle into the brain ce lls
where they will rem ain embedded , the postal history of Chicago inevitably comes to mind .

Local Posts have been an abiding love of mine from the time I first discovered these
byways of postal history . Let' s turn back the ca lendar and follow the developm ent of these
independent enterprises in the past century.

In 1855 , the popul ation of Chicago had reac hed 80, 000 . Of these , about 50, 000 had
come to the city within the previous five years, brought into the boom town by the recentl y
completed railroad s.

Postmaster Isaac Cook had rece ntly ope ned a larger post office with two window s,
instead of the one window provided in previous post offices, for deal ing with the public . The
building and its staff were quit e inade quate to co pe with the expanding volume of mail
spaw ned by the city ' s population ex plosion.

Gager' s 1856-57 Directory estimated that more than 400,000 locally mailed letters were
handled in Chicago in 1856. Thi s meant an ave rage of 1,100 letters per day to be picked up at
the Post Office. The lack of carrier service resulted in long lines at the Post Office windows
and a large numb er of unclaimed letters .

The Chicago Tribune published lists of addressees of unclaimed mail seve ral times eac h
week . In the I860s eac h list included 1,300 to 1,500 names , com pared to 150-160 name s in
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the mid-1 830s . Th e time was right for privat e ent erprise to ease the situation by sett ing up
priva te local post services .

In the next seven years , at least ten private local posts were operating in Chicago at
var ious times . Very little is known of some of these . However , the lack of historical fac ts and
surv iving covers does not sig nify failure of the local posts. The Great Fire of Chicago on the
nigh t of Oc tober 8, 1871 , destroyed I , 100 city blocks , including some 20 ,000 buildings ,
leaving over 90,000 peopl e homeless. Inevitably , most of the locall y posted and deli vered
mail acc umulated du ring Chicago 's first three decades perished in the fire. In addition, the
archives and business files which are postal history research source s were des troyed in the
flames .

It is well to reme mber too that the proprietor of the local pos t was likely to be a small
shopkeeper or c lerk atte mpting to ea rn a few doll ar s to supplement his income.

The earliest local post record ed for Chicago began in February of 1855. Willi am
McM illan set up McMillan ' s Dispatch , and issued a stamp wit h that wording typeset on rose
paper. Mc Millan had co me to Chicago in 1849 fro m Penn sylvan ia . By Novem ber of 1853 he
was established as a dru ggist , at 48 Rand olph Street, and lived at 48 Madi son Stree t. The
followi ng adve rtise me nt appeared in the Daily Democratic Press in February 1855 .

McM illan's City Despatch Post.

T HE SU BSCRIBE D RESP ECTI VEL Y INFOR MS the Citize ns of Chica go that he has
esta blished a Pen ny Post for the deli very of lette rs to the differen t parts of the C ity or Post
Office , & hopes by stric t atte ntion to business to rece ive a liberal share of patronage . Boxes wi ll
be placed at different sta tio ns thro ug h the Ci ty for the recept ion of letters (a list of which will be
published in a few da ys) .

Hou rs of de livery for the city at 9am and 3pm and to the Pos t Office at 9a m and 7pm .
TERMS :- On e cent on each letter , if prepaid, or 2 ce nts if not paid unt il deli very . Letters for the
Pos t Office mu st be prepaid or they wi ll not be de livered . Letters co ntaining mo ney or
va luables at the risk of the parties mail ing them . To ensure pro mp t del ivery . the address . na me
and number of the street should be writte n plainly . The lim its for de livery at present will be in
the So uth Division to Harr ison Street. No rth Division to Chicago Ave nue . and We st Division
fro m the rive r to Union Street , and from Madison to Kinzie Streets .

Stamps ca n be obtai ned at all Box Stations , and at the Principal Offi ce . No . 48 '/2
Randolph Street.

WM . McM ILLAN . Proprietor

Another paragraph in the same iss ue of the same paper , probabl y ed itorially inspi red ,
noted McM illan ' s adve rt iseme nt, with approval, stating,

McMILLAN 'S PENNY POST:- By an adve rtiseme nt in another co lumn it wi ll be seen that
Mr. Willia m Mc M illan proposes to es tab lish a city pe nny pos t. for the de livery of letters in
d ifferent parts of the city and at the pos t office . Those also who wish can make arrangeme nts
wit h him to del iver their letters at their co unting roo ms from the pos t office . If well con ducted .
as we have no doubt it will be , it mu st prove a great co nvenie nce to our busi ness men and
c itizens generally . See his advertiseme nt.

The promi sing enterprise lasted only a few weeks . The few know n examples of cove rs
carried by McMillan are stampless . The stamp is not known unused or on cover. One used
copy ca me to light in 1940 after publ ication of an art icle by the late Dr. Clare nce Herman on
McMi llan.

In the Chicago Directory for 1855-56 McM illan is listed as bein g a "Clerk in the Ci ty
Recorder ' s Office. " In Gager's Chicago Directory for the yea r end ing Jun e I , 1857, he is
listed as operating a " Drug Store at 232 Ind iana Avenue" and after that he is not found in
Chicago director ies .

In March of the same year W .H . Bronson and G .F . Forbes started Bron son & Forbes
City Express Post. Th eir locat ion was at No .5, Th e Masonic Temple , Dearborn Stree t,
opposite the U.S. post office . The post office was " 100 Dearb orn Stree t, nr southwes t co rner
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of Washington ," according to Cooke's Chicago Directory 1857-58 . Case & Company's
Chicago Directory co ntained adve rtisements indicating that the post had two co llections per
day, at 9am and at 2pm. Two deliveries were made , at 12 noon and 4pm. A uniform charge of
two cents per letter was made . Two stamps were typographed , on green and on lilac paper.
The lilac is not known on cover. The design showed a locomot ive, front view, in the centre of
an oval, with the name of the post framin g it.

Bronson may have been a printer by trade , employed by Case and Co mpany , who
published one of the city directories. In June of 1857 , Bronson was residing at Lakeview
House , at Kinzie and Rush Stree ts . Gager' s Chicago Directory appendix, dated June 1857 ,
listed "Forbes , G.T . (late of Bronson & Forbes) , books , papers, period icals, etc. Office: 5
Masonic Templ e ." Thi s was sure ly a typographical error in the directory as all other data fit
with the inform ation on the post. Th is entry would seem to imply that the partners had
separated.

Figure 1. The green BRONSON & FORBES CITY EXPRESS POST stamp used to prepay the 2C
pick-up fee to the mails. The local stamp is rarely found cancelled.

A cove r from.. the Boker co llection, franked with the green stamp, untied , in com­
bination with the 3¢ 1851 stamp is illustrated in Figure I . The Post used two types of black
circle cance llation " Bronso n & Forbes City Express Post. "

The earliest recorded cover was dated March 2 1, 1855 , with the Bronson & Forbes
stamp pen-cancelled. In the Cas pary sale was a lilac stamp used on small piece and tied by a
red circular express cance llation.

The latest recorded use is dated Janu ary 7 , 1857, on a letter to Sandusky, Ohio. This was
slightly less than two yea rs after the post started .

In the meantime , Moody ' s Penn y Dispatch had been established by Robert J . Moody in
January of 1856 . Moody was a native of Delaware who had come to Chicago in the middl e of
1855 . The office was at 30 Dearborn , corner of Lake Stree t. Gager's Chicago Directory for
1856-57 , as well as the "Mercantile Record" appendix to that volume , listed Moody' s
business, but the name does not appear in later directo ries.

There are seve ral variet ies of the penn y stamp typeset on glazed-surface red paper.
Although the adhesive reads Dispatch , the cance llation is a black or blue circle reading
"Moody's Despatch ." A vertical strip of three exis ts, unused , show ing three varie ties
("Dispatch" followed by a period , a co lon, a co mma, respect ively; see Figure 2) . Examples
of the Moody stamps and covers are rare. The ear lies t reco rded date is on a cove r formerly in
the Herman co llection, postmarked January 5, 1856. The latest date of usage is eleven months
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Figure 2. The unique vertical strip of three MOODY'S
PENNY DISPATCH stamps showing, from top to bot­
tom, three different punctuation varieties : period,
colon , and comma.

later, on November 4 , 1856 (F igure 3). Th e Mood y stamp was used to pay for carriage to the
Chicago Post Office and three 1¢ 1851 stamps took the lett er on to Miss Sarah E. Sprague in
Middletow n, R.I.
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Figure 3. A MOODY'S PENNY DISPATCH stamp, tied by the circular company handstamp, paying
the collection fee to the post office in November of 1856.

Under the heading "City Despatch Post" in Hall' s Chicago Directory for 1855-56 , there
was a listing for True and Th ayer, headquartered at 8 Dearborn Street. In the same di rectory
the firm was also ment ioned as liquor dealers . In subsequent di rectories only the liquor dea ler
listin g showed . Hiram Tru e had co me to Chicago in 1851 from Mai ne , and Henry Th ayer
ca me from Vermo nt in 1854. No stamps or covers from this post have been recorded.

Tobey & Clough , Ci ty Exp ress Post , was listed in the section "Names too late for
insert ion ," in Gager' s Chicago Dire ctory for 1856-57. Th e principals were George H.
Tobey, residence shown as "over the store ," and M .B. Clough , living at 109 Mad ison Street.
Cooke 's 1857-58 Directory lists Mahlon D. Clough as a "spec ulator, " living at the Gra nite
Sta te House . Edw ard ' s "Census," publ ished in 1871 , co ntains the info rmation that M.B.
Clough was born in New Hampsh ire , tha t he became a cle rk in the U.S . Post Office after
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1856, and tha t in 187 1 he was living at 333 Park Avenue . Nothing else is known of George H.
Tobey . However , there were two well-know n Chicago fam ilies at that time named Tobey.
The book and print ing business , W .H. Tobey and Company, was formed by Willi am H. and
Abraham R. Tobey. The furn iture business of Charle s Tobey and Bros. (the brother was
Francis B. To bey ) may have been run by rela tives of the ex pressman.

The list of "City Dispatch Posts" in Hall 's Chicago Directory for the year 1855-56
which had listed Tru e and Thayer ' s City Dispatch Post , also gives Stiles Union Dispatch ,
with their office on the third floor , 139 Lake Street , ju st east of Clark. The same firm ' s name
appears in Gager's 1856-57 Directory , as well as C.D. Cooke's Directory for the yea r ending
June 14, 1858. In the succeeding vo lume for 1859-60 the list ing is "U nion Dispatch" , without
the "Stiles" prefix. According to Henry Abt, William Stiles was born in 1792 , and his son ,
Edmund G . Stiles, was born in New York City, January 15, 1826. They came to Chicago in
1854 and established an office at 139 Lake Street , 3rd Floor, and orga nised a package
delivery service which may also have ca rried letters . The Stiles also carried out a separa te
photographi c business with one S .E . Herbert , under the title of "Stiles and Herbert ,
daguerrotypi sts and photograph ic stoc k dealers ." Edmund Stiles ' s brother , D.T . Stiles,
worked in the Dispatch office during 1857 according to Gager's Chicago Directory for
1856-57 . In 1858, the Union Dispatch moved to new offices at 24 Dearborn Stre et , between
Water Street and Lake , and in 1859 to South Dearborn , betw een Lake and Rand olph Streets.
In 1858 Edmund Stiles was living at Sherman House; in 1859 at the Geneva House.

The Unio n Dispatch was sold to new ow ners ea rly in 1859 and beca me an inter-city
express carrier.

No hand stamps or adhesives directly identifiable with Stiles Union Dispat ch have yet
come to light. However , a small number of adhes ive stamps, bel ieved by students to be
genuine originals , have been discovered , which may have been used for prepayment by the
Union Dispatch package de livery (parce l post). These stamps depict a horse 's head in a circle
against a fine-lined background and are inscrib ed "UNION DISPATCH" and are recorded in
5¢ and 20¢ denominations . Similar labels , but without the lined background within the circle
and with a 5¢ denomination only have been known for nearly 100 yea rs. These have long
been co nsidered to be bogus emiss ions "made for the trade ."

Figure 4. The rare WHIITELSEY'S EXPRESS stamp, cancelled with
the blue oval company handstamp.

Sometime in 1857 , but prior to I Janu ary 1858 (the publication date of the " Business
Section" of Cooke 's / 857-58 Chicago Directory ), Whittelsey and Company , a dispatch post,
was listed in that publ ication . Th e office of the firm was noted as Room 7 at 194 Lake Stree t.
This was a building ca lled "The Exc hange ," at the corner of Lake and Clark Stree ts . The
directors were named as Edmund A . and Samuel M. Wh ittelsey. Edmund was born on
February 12 , 1834 , on Long Island , New York , the son of William Whitt elsey, a New York
sea ca ptain and merch ant. During his stay in Chicago . he lived at 238 Madi son Street. His
name does not appear in the 1858-59 directory . Samuel , who was Edmund's first cousin , was
born February 27 , 1833, in New York. He is not listed separate ly in any of the Chicago
director ies . In 186 1, not long afte r the dem ise of the post , Sam uel enlisted as a private in the
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Union Army and wa s co mmiss ioned a Lieut en ant in 1863. After the Civil War he lived in
Brooklyn and later was Commodo re of the Brooklyn Yac ht C lub. He die d in September of
1898 . Sam uel ' s sister, Em ma Wh ittelsey , inherited he r broth er ' s "Army box" and in 1918
bequeathed it to her daught er , a Mrs . Easton. Th irty-seven yea rs later, in 1955 , the Easto ns
were about to discard the box but decided fir st to explore it. Among its co ntents , there proved
to be a phil ateli c " find" of the firs t magn itud e - an unu sed block of eleven of the Whittelsey
stamps, plu s an addi tional twelfth stamp whi ch had been severed from this larger piece . The
block , in excellent co ndi tio n, comprised th ree horizontal rows , the top and second row s eac h
including fou r stamps, the bottom row three , and the severed stamp ha ving been the fourth
stamp of thi s row . Prior to that time , onl y four or five ge nuine original Whittelsey stamps had
eve r been recorded , all of them off cover (F igure 4).

(To be continued)
CLASSIFIED
WE ISSUE 6 or more large lists of Postal
History covers a year. DPOs, RPOs, Adver­
tising cove rs . We also issue separate list s
of old stocks and bo nds. To get on mailing
lists ju st w rit e or call. POSTAL HISTORY ­
SCRIPOPHILY, Th e Peyt ons, P.O . Bo x
24816, Tempe, AZ85282. (602 )'~20-4322 .

WANTED! Information on Plate No. mul­
tiples, Scott 7-205 (no proofs). Need ed to
update Census Book . Confidential. Chapin ,
3519 Overlook Lane, Wash. , D.C. 20016.

WANTED: U.S. 10's and 11's: 4 margins,
well -printed, reason ably cancelled copies.
Will buy , tr ade, or exchange XF U.S. Clas­
sics for your Scott 1O's or 11'soC. van Hook,
1923 Academy, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007 .
(616) 381-6753 .

NEVADA POST OFFICES book. An illu s­
trated History showing all town date with
many illust rat io ns and rarity rat ings. So ld
at $30. All Remaind ers $15. Will not be
reprinted . LEP Box 17463 , Holliday, Ut.
84117.

SHIPWRECK COVERS WANTED. Joseph J.
Gab ry , Bo x 160 24, Al buqu erque, NM
87191.

WANTED : DAVENPORT, IOWA cove rs.
Any interesti ng cove rs, especially adver­
tisi ng . Tom Priester , Box 400, Davenport,
IA 52805.

WANTED : Old railroad ann ual passes. E.S.
Peyton, Box 24816, Tempe, AZ 85282.

TEXAS COVERS WANTED! Civil War &
before. Byr on Sandfield , 6440 N. Cen­
tral Exp ., Suite 609, Dall as, Tx. 75206.
(214) 361-4322 .

NEED: VIRGINIA STAMPLESS COVERS.
Tob y Tobias, 501 N. Rossm ore Ave. B-1,
Los An geles, CA. 90004. (213) 467-5664.

WANTED: Cov ers, p icture pos tca rds ,
reg ist ry receipts postally used sma ll to wn s
Nev ., Ar iz. LEP, Box 17463, Holiday, UT
84117.

PLATE PROOFS WANTED : 5¢ and 10¢
1847 in black with black "Specimen" ov er­
print, on Ind ia paper or card . Please let me
know if you ow n th ese ev en if they are not
for sale. C. C. Hart, 2700 Veron a Road,
Shawnee M ission, Kans as 66208.

WANTED: 10¢ 1861 on or off cover , esp.
fancy canc els and unusual postal history
usages. Ken Gilbert, 3005 Cro ss Creek Ct.,
Hernden, VA 22071

WANTED : Cente nnia l albums and pages,
new or used. Page size 9% wi de, not in­
clud ing hinged portion , by 115/16 hig h.
John A. Lang e, Jr ., Root Rd., R.D. # 2, Ball ­
sto n Spa, N.Y. 12020. (518-882-6373)

YOUR PETERSBURG, VA. CSA COVERS
belong in my exhi bi t! ! Tob y Tobias, 501 N.
Ros sm o re A v e. B-1 , Lo s A ng el es, CA .
90004. (213) 467-5664.

WANTED : Auction catalogs of Fred Kess­
ler, Samuel C. Paige, Harmer Rooke from
1944-1956 , Carl E. Pelander, Sy Colby lit ­
erature sales, Philip H. Ward, Jr ., any Sie­
gel Rarity sales. Dan Barber, P.O. Box
23055, Lansing, MI 48909 .

YOUR AD HERE FOR SOC A LINE.
Send payment to: Robert L. Toth ,
10015 Vist a Dr., No rth Royalton , OH 44133 .
Next Dead lin e, March 15.
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc . Editor
FIVE CENT ORANGE BROWN STAMPS ON COVER-II
RICHARD M. SEARING

Nearly lO years back , I published my first listing of the surviving 1861 cove rs with
postal usage of the 5¢ orange brown , type II , in the CAPEX-78 issue of the Chronic/e. Since
that time , one , possibly two , new listings have appeared, but nothing to make an article .

Recentl y a new find has come on the market addressed to a Rev . White in Paris , France .
Through the kind auspices of Larry Bustillo of the Suburban Stamp Co. , I can describe these
five new cove rs bearing the orange brown stamp and illustrate two representative examples.
All, but one , were used later than the latest date known (September 27, 1861) at the time of
the ear lier article .

Figure 1. Red Boston PAID " 6" Oct. 19, boxed PO; American packet service; black Milton, Ms., and
Oct. 18, PAID on stamps; not tied ; receiving Nov. 3, 1861.

The dates on the covers are Sept . 23 , Oct. 5, Oct. 14 , and Oct. 18 (2 covers). They are
all postmarked Milton , Ms., and were placed on ships out of Boston . All the letters are
addressed to Rev. Whit e or members of his family through Mssrs. John Munroe & Co . in
Paris, France . They have the 15¢ prepaid treaty rate paid with a combination of the 5¢ orange
brown and the lO¢ type V stamps .

Figure 2. Red Boston PAID "12," Sep. 24, small boxed PO; black Milton, Ms., Sep. 23, and PAID
cancels; British packet service; tied blue receiving, Oct. 3, 1861.

Two of the letters went by Arriericanpacket.service (red credit 6) , as shown in Figure I ,
while the remaining three trave led by British packetlreQl:rediU1.LSee Figure 2 for an
examp le. All the lette rs bear proper credit and receiving markings (Ollie) -and have PFC
certificates stating that they are gen uine postal usages. These five covers plus two others
bring my total to 38 covers with the 5¢ orange brown. Do you have any more for the list?
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PACIFIC MAIL LIST
Richard B. Gr aham and Randy Burt have agai n provided us wi th a ge m of informa tion

that was publ ished in the Honolulu Commercial Advertiser on 18 December 1856 .
Th e full text is printed here j ust as it appea red in the newspaper:

UNITED STATES PO ST O FFICE DEPARTM ENT
Washington , D. c.. March 5, 1856 .

NE WS PA PERS th rou gh out the United Sta tes will render a service, in our opinion, to
person s having corre spo nde nce in the Paci fic region , by giving co nsp icuous place to the
subjoined circular in the ir respecti ve col umns.

JOHN B. WELLER ,
Se nate of the U.S ., from Ca lifo rnia .

1. W. DE NVER ,
Hou se of Rep . U. S ., fro m Ca liforn ia.

P. T. HERB ERT,
Hou se of Rep . of U.S . from Californ ia .

JOS EPH LAN E,
Del. fro m Oregon , H.R . , U.S .

J . PATTON ANDE RSON
De l. from Washington Territory , H.R . , U.S.

To persons mailing Letters f or California and the Territories of Washington and
Oregon: - Th ou sand of lett ers se nt to the Pacific coast become dead le tter s . To remed y this
evil the Post O ffice Dep artment , und er the authority of Co ngress , has ado pted as an auxili ary
to its operatio ns the fo llowing plan for simultaneo us ly publishing at each and every post
offi ce in the Pacific region , in a list called "Pac ific Mail List ," the names of person s to whom
lette rs have been sent by mail to post offices in California and the Territori es of Washington
and Oregon . By this system . a lett er may be se nt to any post off ice in the Paci fic region for a
per son whose location is unknown , save the mere fact that he is somewhere in Califo rnia or
the Territori es of Oregon and Washington ; if the lett e r be published in the Pacific Mail List ,
its ultimate reception by the person for who m it is intended wi ll be rend ered highl y prob able .
To enable those who may desi re to ex tend to their Pacific co rres po nde nts the adva ntages thu s
offe red, the followin g illu strati on is given:

Suppose it is wished to send to the Sacramento post office a lett er for George Wil son ,
who emigra ted to California from Pik e co unty , Missouri, but it is feared that he may have
changed his location , and hence ma y not receive the lett er. In thi s case , direct the lett er to
George Wi lson , (lat e of Pike co unty , Missouri) Sacramento , California . Th en , in orde r to
publ ish the lett er in the Pacifi c Mail List . co py the address of the lett er upon a piece of paper
or card, and enclose the card , togeth er with a three-cent postage stamp, in an enve lope to the
Pacific Mail List, N .Y . Dep osit the lett er , as usual , in the mail for Ca liforn ia, and at the same
time drop the envelope, containing the card to publish the letter , in the mail for New York .
From the address on the ca rd thu s recei ved at the New York post o ffice the name , George
Wil son , wi ll be entered in its appro priate place in the Pacific Mail List , which is print ed and
sent by mail to each and every postmaster in Cali fornia and the Territor ies of Oregon and
Washington , and by them posted in a co nspicuous place in their respecti ve offices. Th e list
thu s being d istributed over the entire Pacific reg ion , George Wil so n may at once learn fro m it
tha t a le tter for him has been sent to the Sacrame nto post o ffice . No person of a similar name
will receive the letter , for the address on it poin ts out that it is intend ed for George Wi lson ,
late of Pike co unty, Missouri. Thus MANY lette rs will be received that wo uld othe rwise be
tran sm itted to the dead letter office .

Th e enve lopes co ntai ning the advertisi ng ca rds sent to the Pacific Mail List , New York ,
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pay postage like ordinary mail matter , and must be pre-p aid . The addresses of letters copied
on the pieces of paper or cards should be written in a plain and distinct mann er. The three-cent
postage stamp enclosed in the enve lopes defray the expenses of publ ication , and must NOT
be pasted to the cards, but simply enclosed with them. In the absence of postage stamps,
three-cent coin s may be substituted.

It is believed that this circular has been drawn up so explicitly as to requi re no
explanations; but should this prove not to be the case, postmasters will take notice that all
interrogatori es must be addressed to the Pacific Mail List , New York, and not to the
department.

The first of this series of lists will acco mpany the mail of May 5th, and wi ll be forward ed
by each succeeding mail.

OLIVE R E. WOODS.

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT .
March 5, 1856

Mr. Woods has my authority to put his plan, as above, in operation; but no responsibility
is assumed by the departm ent ; and all correspondence in regard to this arrangement must be
addressed to the Pacific Mail List , New York . That the publi c may avail itself of the
advantages thus offered, postmasters are requested to give the circular a conspicuous place in
their respec tive offices . JAMES CAMPBEL L,

2 1-tf Postmaster General .

Who was Oliver E. Woods? He is not listed as a postal employee in the 1857 Federal
Register. Th e less than enthusiastic foot note signed by PMG Campbell sugges ts that this was
a private scheme supported by interested Co ngress men and not by the POD . Does anyone
have any ev idence that it was in fact put into effect? One practical flaw appears to be the lack
of any sys tem to have the desired letter forwarded to its intended recip ient.
PRINTED MATTER
Frank Ma nde l has kindly provided the photograph show n with these notes. It is a

wrapper prepaid by four cents in postage stamps. The postmark is the well known Chicago
duplex struck in blue , which dates the item to ca . 1860.

The wrapper bears no notation to give us an indication of what use it was put to . The two
possib ilities are (a) .that it was used to enclose four circulars, or (b) it enclosed a newspaper or

(Please 111m to page 37)
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The Louis Grunin Collection of U .S. 1851-57 Stamps on Cover

At th e heart of United States phil ately are the classic postage stamps used
from 1851 to 1861, kn own simply as the 1851 and 1857 issu es. Engrave d and
printed by the old firm of Toppan, Ca rpe nter & Compa ny, the 1851-57 sta mps
are prime examples of ba nk note printers' ea rly work in postage sta mp
production . They also fall into a period of rem arkabl e cha nge in A me rica­
expa ndi ng an d diversifying populat ion , pion eer sett leme nt of the West ,
developing technology and indu stry, and the political upheaval leading to civil
war. The beauty and history of these sta mps are reflected in the collection of
covers forme d by Louis Grunin.

" '... I. ;I

Te n-cent 1857 used on Pony Express cove r from San Francisco to Ohio in May 1860, just
prior to the inter ruptio n of this service due to the Indian uprising. The 'Running Pony'
handstamp at left was applied at St. Joseph , Missouri .



The character of the Grunin collection has been shaped by his person al
desire to own the finest examples of the rarest cove rs. In every category and type
of cover , there is not only representat ion , but remark able depth and consisten tly
high quality. In most cases the exa mple displayed is the end result of a long
sea rch in which many similar covers were reject ed because they did not meet
Grunin's standard of qu ality.

Ten-cent 1851 combination strip (types III -III-I V) used with Twelve-cent on cove r to
Sweden, paying the 42c Prussian closed mail rate , one of the finest known covers bearing the
recut Ten-cent imper fora te, ex Neinke n collec tion.

The collection was formed with a philatelist's appreciation of stamps, as well
as a postal histor ian 's regard for usage. The result is the double-edged appeal of
Grunin's cove rs: rare and choice stamps on unu sual covers . The plat er will find
all of the desirable sta mps-the One-cent positions 7RI E and 99R2, the strip of
type la and the Ten-cent type I strip of three from Newbury, the Baker plate 1
imprint copy , to mention just a few from the 1851 issue. The postal history
collector will enthuse over the array of rare usages-the Neinken cover to
Sweden with a Ten-cent type III -IV combination strip, the 1857 Five-cent Pony
Express cover and a strip on cover carried by Adam's Express through the lines.
There are over 200 foreign mail usages to 49 different countries , and over 125
California and Western territorial covers , including 4 Pony Express cove rs and
17 illustrated stagecoach and railroad propaganda covers.

A glance at the collection 's highlights in this preview will demonstrate the
rarity and quality of Grunin's covers better than words can describ e. How ever ,
as closely as color printing can approx imate the covers' appearance , it cannot
fully picture the fine details which mak e a cover beauti ful-the richness of the
stamp' s engraving , brightness of paper , and the clarity of markings , all of which
take on an almost three-dim ensional quality. Furthermore , to actually hold a
cover carr ied in the pouch of a Pon y Express rider , or mailed by a gold
prospector in Californi a , or one which crossed the lines of war between North
and South , is a feeling that reproductions, however accurate , cannot give the
reader.



One-cent 1851 block of four and strip of six, an extremely rare franking to pay the lOc
trans-cont inental rate from California to Boston , which went into effect after March 1855, ex
Baker collection .

Hawaiian and United States mixed franking to pay postage from the island s to the east coast.
Of the few known combinations with the rare Hawaiian provisional '5' overprint, th is cove r
from the Coan correspondence is the finest.



The Grunin sales, to be held in three parts over an eighte en month pe riod
(beginning in March 1987) , will disperse this important collection into numerous
other collec tions . In certain ways it is a sad event ; the destruction of a lifet ime's
work asse mbling indi vidual parts into a cohesive collectio n. Howeve r , to most
the Grunin sales will be an exciting and happ y eve nt , presenting the oppo rtunity
to build th eir own collections by adding covers which have not been ava ilab le for
years .

Three copies of the Twenty-four cent 1860 used with other values to make up the doubl e 45c
rate to Shanghai . Thi s folded lett er is addressed to Augustine Heard & Co .

The sale cat alo gs will record Loui s Grunin 's formidabl e achieve me nt in
collecting , and , like other important auctions of th e past-Knapp , Gibson , Krug
and Newbury-this on e will esta blished a new line of pedigree for each item . Th e
set of three catalogs with prices realized may be orde red in adva nce for $15 (by
mail) . Please send check or money order to :

Christie 's Stamp Department
502 Park Avenu e , New York , N.Y . 10022



UNUSUAL CORNER CARD
Most comer cards frankly promote some cause or product. One exception is the series of

miner ' s come r cards that were designed to illustrate for the folk s back hom e , either seriously
or humorou sly , conditions at the mines .

At Chronicle 106: 102 (Figure 5) a pictorial envelope designed and printed by James
Valentine of Dundee, Scotland, was shown. An exception to the general promotion rule , that
exuberant cover celebrated the rise ofcivilization , tracing progress from an Indian village to a
modem 19th century indu strial town .

Thi s is the only similar card seen by the editor that was produced in the United States .
Here again , the progress of civilization is traced , this time claiming that "WESTWARD THE
STAR OF EMPIRE/TAKES ITS WAY ."* To the right of the design (the "East") are tent s,
palm trees , and boats propelled by sail. To the left (the "Wes t" ) are a modem city, a
steamship, railroad , and a telegraph line . In the foreground are emblems of the arts .

At the lower left comer appears the printed legend : CIRCULAR ENVELOPE/OPEN
CAR EFULLY SEE WITHIN . A look within destroy s the presumption that the envelope
design was purely altrui stic . Printed on the inside of the envelope is a "pitch" for Sunday
school tracts .

One further attraction of the cover is the overall printed moire effect in the same color as
the comer card.

* The quotation is adapted from a poem by George Berkeley.
UNITED STATES MAIL STEAMSHIPS
July 1, 1851 to Jan . 1, 1852

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
(Continued from Chronicle 132:266 )

N.Y. Herald. Oct. 2, 1851. EXPRESS AGENCIES. Berford & Co's Calif. Express . The only organized
express over the Nicaragua route via Nicaragua. Tues . Oct. 7, by steamer Prome theus. The proprietors of the
Nicaragua route are confident that they can land passengers in San Francisco in less than 25 days. We will
other printed matter weighin g five ounces . The circular rate was one cent per circular
weighin g up to three ounces; the prepaid rate for a heavier piece of print ed matt er was
likewise one cent for the first three ounces plus one ce nt for each additional ounce .

Since four normal circulars would have fit into an enve lope , it see ms more prob able that
the wrapper enclosed a five ounce newspaper or pamphlet.
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send packages and mai l-bags by the Prometheus in charge of Mr. W. H. Hackett , of the firm of Hackett &
Sigaud of San Juan , who have been estab lished a long time in San Juan and are our agents and they will
forwa rd all our goo ds witho ut delay. Package not to excee d 150 pounds. Must be sent before the 6th. Freig ht
5 ce nts per pound lower than any other exp ress . Letter s for all parts of Nicaragua and Central America
received till 2 o 'clock P.M. Oc t. 7. No.2 Vesey St. , Astor House .

N .Y. Herald . Oct. 2, 1851. ELLIO TT'S CA LIF . EXPR ESS VIA VAN DERBILT LINE. First proprietor
over the new route will despatc h a special passenger per Stea mer Prome theus Oct. 7th. The Proprietor will
return per steamer of Oct. 22nd and attend to all business perso nally; families assisted in crossing the Isthmus
and ticket s sec ured and pack ages & freig ht taken at lowest rates . Office, 84 Wall St.

FOR SAN FRAN CIS CO VIA NICA RAGUA . N .Y. Herald . Oc t. I. 185 1, Vanderbilt ' s Line , Departure
date - Tu es . Oct. 7 , 1851, 3 P .M . , S .S . Prometheus for Nicaragua, connecting by the new transit route ove r
the Isthmus of Nicaragua with the steamers North Ameri ca, Pacific or Independence , on the Pacific Ocea n,
without de lay . Note: Th e Dani el Webster (new) will succeed the Prometheus and leave N.Y. Oct. 22nd .

FOR SAN FRANCIS CO VIA NICARAGUA . N .Y. Herald , Fri . Oct. 10 , 1851. Vander bilt ' s Line,
Departure date - Wed. Oc t. 22. 185 1, 3 P.M., S .S . Daniel Webster for San Juan de Nic . . conveyed to San
Juan del Sur ( 12 miles) co nnecting with S.S . North America for S .F . The Prometheus will succee d " Daniel
Web ster" and sail on Nov. 7th.

FOR SAN FR ANCISCO VIA NICARAG UA. N .Y. Herald , Wed . Nov. 5, 185 1, Vanderbilt ' s Line,
Departure dat e - Fri . Nov . 7 , 1851 , 3 P.M ., S .S . Prome theus for Nicaragua, connecting with S.S . Pacific via
Nicaragua transit route (12 miles) for S .F. INote: Notice in N. Y. Herald , Nov . 8, says that this boa t left on
Nov. 8th instead of 7th.]

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA NICARAGUA . N .Y . Herald. Thur. Nov. 20 , 185 1, Vanderbi lt' s Line ,
Departure date - Sat. Nov . 22 , 1851 . 3 P.M ., S .S . Daniel Websterfor Nicaragua (Land transportation to San
Juan del Sud ) from where passengers will embark for S .F .

FOR SAN FRA NC ISCO VIA NICARAGUA . N .Y . Herald. Thur. Nov. 27, 1851, Vanderbi lt' s Line,
Departu re date - Dec . 3 , 1851 , 3 P.M. . S .S . Prometheus for San Juan de Nicaragua. connec ting with S.S .
North America on the Pacific Ocean for S .F .

FOR SAN FRA NC ISCO VIA NICA RAGUA . N .Y. Herald . Fri. Dec. 12, 185 1. Vanderbilt Line , departure
date - Mon . Dec. 22 , 185 1, 3 P.M . . S .S. Daniel Webs ter for Nicara gua, connecting with S .S . Pacific .

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA NICA RAGUA . N.Y. Herald , Sun . Dec . 28 , 1851 , Vander bilt Line ,
Departure date - Mon . Jan . 5 , 1852, 3 P.M.. S.S. Prometheus for Nicaragua , 12 miles across to San Juan del
Sur , then with out de lay to S .F .

N .Y. Herald. Mon . Jan. 12 ,1 852. FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA NICARAGUA. Accessory Transit Co . of
Nicaragua , Firs t Notice: Thi s Co . is now prepared to convey passe ngers and their luggage from ocea n to
ocean, ove r that route in Nicaragua. The Nic . route possesses the great advantage of passing through a most
beautiful and healthy country . Passengers are conveyed from San Juan Del North to Virgin Bay by
steamboats from thence to San Juan del Sud on the Pacific . a distance of 12 miles and 30 chains. over a road ,
which is now in perfectl y goo d condition. and the plankin g of which will be completed by the next rainy
season . The Co. has at this time on the river and the lake , five stea mboats built expressly for the service , and
two more have been sent out which will be in readiness by the 15th of Feb . For further infor mation and
purchase of tickets apply at the office of the Co . , 74 Broadway . 3rd Story. Front , by order of Isaac C. Lea,
Sec .

INDEPENDENT LINES

July 1, 1851 to Jan. 1, 1852.

N.Y. Herald . Jul y 3, 1851. FO R CALIF. VIA CHAGRES DIRECT. The new S.S . La Fayette 1,600 tons
burth en , Chas . Stodda rd, Co mmander (late of S .S. Crescent City) will sail from Philadelphi a for Chagres
direct , on Thurs. 10th of July , 12 0 'clock, from her wharf. near Lomba rd St. The above steamer has proved
hersel f a very fast and rem arkably safe sea vessel (being now on her first voyage from Europe ) and her
acco mmodations for first and second clas s passengers are unsurpassed. Through tickets to S.F . will be
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furnished at reduced rates. Persons engaging passage in N. Y. will be provided with tickets to Phila . free . For
freigh t or passage apply to J .G . Williams, 188 Front St.

OPPOSITION TO MONOPOLY-INDEPENDENT LINE FOR CHAGRES DIR ECT & THROUGH
TICKETS TO CA LIF. N .Y . Herald. July 16, 1851 , Independ ent Line , Departure date - Jul y 28 , 1851,2
P.M ., 5 .5 . Brother Jonathan [No connec tion mentioned].

TO SAN FRANCISC O VIA NICARAGUA & CHAGRES . N. Y. Herald . Aug. 22, 185 1, no steamship
company give n, J .G. Williams, Agent, Departu re date - Aug. 27, 3 P.M. , 5 .5. La Faye tte via Sa n Juan de
Nicaragua to Chagres , leaving Panama on or about Sept. 15th.

N.Y. Herald. Oct. 7 , 1851. The 5 .5 . La Fayette , Capt. Chas . Stoddard, was totally destroyed by fire , as
before reported in the Herald, offChagres, Sep t. II , and while making the effo rt to reach shoa l water , in tow
of 5 .5. Georgia; filled and sunk in twelve fathoms. All hands saved with the exce ption of one coa l passer ,
who it was supposed , was suffocated in the bunkers. The captain, officers and crew are passengers in the
Ohio . Thomas Connor, late coa l passer on board the La Fayette , died on boa rd the Ohio on the 3rd inst. The
Ohio had on board the remain s of Lt. R.M. Floyd of the N.Y. Volunteers , who died in Panama, 12th Aug .
1849. We are under obligations to Mr. E. W. Hull , the Purser and Mr. G. A. Ferr is , the mail agent of the
Ohio, for favo rs in late news.

N .Y. Herald . Oct. 6, 1851. TH E BURNING OF THE STEAM ER LA FAYETIE. Sir: You will please
contradic t the sta tement in today's issue, of Camphene, belonging to Palmer' s Express, being the cause of
the burning of the steam-propeller La Fayette. We had none such on board .

Very Respectfully yours,
Palmer & Co. ,

Ca lif. Express, 80 B'way ,
N.Y. , Oct. 5, 1851.

FOR CHAGRES & CA LIF . N .Y. Herald. Aug. 15, 1851 , Independ ent Line , Departure date - Thurs . Aug.
28, 1851 , 5 .5. Brother Jonathan for Chagres connecting with first cla ss indepe ndent steamers on the other
side.

OPPOSITION TO THE OLD MONO POLY & SELF STYLED "ONLY THROUGH LINE" . Still further
reduction in prices. Independent line for Chagres direc t and through tickets for Calif. (being properly
guaranteed against detent ion on the Isthmu s) at still further reduction in prices . Thu s bringing it within the
mean s of all those who intend going to Calif., to proceed in the new and splendid 5.5 . Brother Jonathan (the
fastes t 5 .5 . in the world ) I ,400 tons register , H. Squire, Comdr., which sails for Chag res direct , on Thurs.
Aug. 28, at 3 P.M. from Pier 3, N.R., connecting with first class independent steamers on the other side . The
Brother Jonathan will land passengers at Kingston , Jamaica, on her return trip. A surgeon, having had much
expe rience in disease incide nt to that climate will accompany the ship, whose services are free of charge .
Persons about proceeding to Calif. will find it for their interest to call befo re purchas ing elsewhere . No
freight taken on the day of saili ng. Apply to E. Mills , Agent, 5 1 Co rtlandt St.

N.Y. Herald. Fri. Sept. 19, 1851. NEWS-ITEM - ARRIVAL OF 5 .5 . BROTHER JON ATH AN AT
SAVANNAH. Sava nnah Sept. 18. 185 1. The 5 .5 . Brother Jonathan from Chagres to N.Y. via Kingston ,
arrived here today short of coa l. She encountered a heavy gale subsequent to her leavi ng Kingston, but
sustained no damage. Brother Jonathan brings 300 persons for N.Y. , and $300,000 gold on freig ht. The
weather in Calif. had been extremely favorab le for mining operatio ns, and gold was being produced in great
abundance. Business was brisk but large supplies of produce had caused a slig ht depression in price s. In most
articles of trade however the rates were esse ntially the same as at the sailing of the previous steamer.

FOR CALIF. VIA CHAGRES. N. Y. Herald . Sept. 3, 185I , Independent Line , Departure date - Sat. Sep t.
27, 1851 , 5. 5 . Brother Jonathan, [No other information given].

FOR CALIF . VIA SAN JUAN & CHAGRES . N. Y. Herald . Tues. Oct. 7 , 1851 , Indepe ndent Line ,
Departure date - Tues. Oct. 28 , 1851. 3 P.M. , 5 .5 . Brother Jonatha n [No other information give n].

FOR CALIF. VIA CHAG RES . N .Y. Herald . Fri . Nov . 14 . 185 1, Independent Line, Departure date - Fri .
Nov . 28, 185 1, 3 P.M. , 5 .5 . Brother Jonathan forChagres, connec ting with 5.5 . Monumental City , leaving
Panama on Dec. 15th .
Chron icle 133 I February 1987 I Vol. 39 . No . I 39



TO CALIF . VIA CHAG RES & SAN JUAN. N.Y. Hera/d. Sat. Nov. 29 , 185 1, Independent Line ,
Departure date - Mon . Dec . I, 185 1, 3 P.M .. S .S . Brother Jonathan to Chagre s , co nnecting with S.S.
Monumental Ci ty, leavi ng Panama on Dec . 15th .

FOR CALIF. VIA CHAG RES & SAN JUAN . N.Y. Hera/d, Sat. Dec. 13, 1851, Independent Line,
Departure da te - Mo n. Dec . 29, 1851 , 3 P.M . , S .S . Independence for Chagres & San Juan , co nnecting with
Steamer New Orleans , leaving Panama on January IS, 1852 . The Brother Jonathan will succeed the
Independence and sail from New York on the 12th of Jan. [Note : As per notice N.Y. Hera/d. Dec . 30 , this
S .S . left on Dec . 30 , instead of 29th. )

FROM PANAMA TO SAN FRANCISCO . N. Y. Hera/d. Fri . Dec . 12, 1851 , Independent Line , Departure
date - Jan . 15,1 852 , S .S . New Orleans. Passengers leaving N.Y . for Chagres by any of the steamers of
22nd , 24th , 28th Dec . , will connect with the New Orleans at Panama .

N.Y. Hera/d. Dec. 24 , 1851, FOR CHAGRES & SAN JUAN DE NICARAGUA DIRECT . N.Y. Hera/d.
Dec . 24 , 1851 , Independent Line , Departure date - Thurs. Jan. I , 1852, 3 P.M ., S.S . Pioneer forChagres &
San Juan de Nic ., connecting with S.S . New Or leans, leaving Panama on or abo ut Jan . 15th , 1852.

FROM PANAM A TO SAN FRANCISCO . N.Y. Hera/d. Fri . Dec . 12,185 1, Independent Line , Departure
date - Jan. 15 , 1852, S .S . New O rleans. Passengers leaving N.Y. for Chagres by any of the steamers of
22nd, 24th, 28th . Dec . , will co nnec t with the New Orleans at Panama.

N.Y. Hera/d. Sun. Jan . II , 1852 . FO R SAN JUAN & CHAG RES, Jan . 20 , 1852, 2 P.M . The splendid new
S.S. United States 1,500 tons burthcn, Chas . C. Berry , Cmdr., will sail as above. She is a new S.S. built in
the strongest manner , is double iron braced and is in eve ry respect a first class steamer. Her acco mmoda­
tions , for ca bin, second cabin, steerage passengers are unsurpassed by any steamer afloat. For freig ht and
passage apply to Jones & Johnson, 90 Wall St. or Mailler & Lord , 108 Wall St.

NEW YORK TO SAN FRANCISCO VIA CAPE HORN SAILINGS
July 1, 1851 to Jan. 1852

N.Y. Hera/d. Sept. 27 , 1851 . FO R SAN FRANC ISCO - DISPATCH LINE. The new and elegant N. Y. built
clipper Swordfish, Capt. E.S . Babcock , at Pier 5, N.R. Shippers to Ca lif. and the public are respectfully
invi ted to visit this superior specimen of marine architect ure . Her owners, Messrs . Barclay & Livingston ,
have spared neither pains nor expense in obtai ning in model and construction as fine a ship as floats . Cap l.
Babcock (formerly of the clipper Race Horse) has had more than ordinary experie nce in clipper ships in the
Pacific trade . Freig ht will be taken for a few days at a low rate for which , or passage, apply to E. R. Sutton, 84
Wall St.

N.Y. Hera/d. Oct. 4 , 1851. FOR SAN FRANCISCO. The new and splendid N.Y. built clipper ship
" Invincible" Hen ry W . John son, Com mander, is now loading at Pier 16, E.R. foot of Wall St. Thi s
magni ficent ship has been bu ilt expre ssly for the Calif. and East India trade , and it has been the aim to not
have her excelled by any ship afloa t, either in sailing qualities , materials or finish. Capt. Johnson 's
rep utation in this trade where he has been long engage d warra nts the expectation of a very quick passage for
the "Invincible" . For freig ht wh ich will be taken at low rates for a few days, or cabin passage , apply to James
W . Phillips , 52 So . St.

N. Y. Hera/d . Nov. 4 , 1851. CLIPPER SHIP SWO RDFISH FOR SAN FRANC ISCO. Shippers are
particularly requested to hand in their bill of lading for signature immediately; or the ship must be cleared
without them . Apply Morgan Iron Works. Cabin passage S50. Freight at 20c per foot.

N.Y. Hera/d. Nov . II, 185 1. DESPATCH LINE FOR SAN FRANCISCO . The new and elegant N.Y.
clipper built ship " Hurricane" Samu el Very Jr ., Commander. Thi s extraordinary vessel has now a great
portion of her cargo engaged and rapid ly going on board and will have prompt despatch . The " Hurricane" is
the sharpes t clipper ever bu ilt and of corresponding speed and has been pronounced a produ ction never
before attempted in Mar ine archit ecture. The publ ic are respectfull y invited to inspect. For balance of cargo
at low rates or passage , ha ving unsurpassed accommodations , appl y E.B . Sutton, 84 Wall St.
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N .Y. Herald , Dec. 19 , 1851 . FOR SAN FRANC ISCO DIRECT - DISPATCH LINE. Clipper S .S .
Aramingo (only 700 tons regular) Capt. Sylves ter, is now rapid ly loading at Pier 4 , E .R. , foot of Broad St.
This elegant ship has now nearly all of her cargo engaged and being of very small capacity will have the most
extraordi nary dispatch. Shippers will please examine her and judge for them selves . E.B . Sutton , 84 Wall St.

N .Y. Herald, Jan . 9 , 1852. Despatc h Line for San Francisco. Clipper Ship "Kate Hayes" Capt. Mauran, is
now loading at Pier 23, E .R . , foot of Beekma n St. Shippers will please have all heavy freight on board at
once, a few tons of light cargo can be taken on immediate application. The ship being of very small capaci ty ,
only 700 tons, and having nearly all her freight engaged, will have the usual despatc h of this line . For balance
of cargo or passage in cabi n apply to E.B. Sutton , 84 Wall St.

(To be continued)
TI'&~ffi5. For PHILATELISTS, NUMISMATISTS, EPHEMERISTS,
li0II&ITI)IE ARCHIVISTS , COLLECTORS AND SAVERS.

PROTECTIVE POUCHES • rt dimensionally stable,
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0 (215) 566 7067 • Pouches for page & document pro tection.
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and other philatelic materials for
inclusion in our regular public
auctions , 8-9 held each year.

Consignment or outright pur­
chase . Contact us for details
and terms.

William A. Fox Auctions, Inc.
Dept CS Box F

Short Hills , N.J . 07076
201-467-2366
Chronicle 133 / Febru ary 1987 / Vol. 39. No . I
NANCY POLl

Paper
Restoration

Fin e re p a ir and improvement of
philatelic material. Twelve years in
the field of paper restoration en­
lis tin g the h ighes t standards of
laboratory m e thods. Prompt, cour­
teou s s ervice. Philatelic re fere nc e s
available.

Send in q u iries a nd items for quo­
tat ion t o:

Nancy Poli
RD 1 Box 1034
Saylorsburg , PA 18353
(717 ) 992-2770
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

WILLIAM K. HERZOG, Assoc. Editor
MORE ABOUT CIVIL WAR VALENTINES AND THEIR COVERS
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Chronicle 132 included a short article by Dr. James W . Milgram displaying a con­
ventional large embossed valentine enve lope of the 1860s with its enclosed patriotic
valentine shown in two views, with flaps open and closed. The valentine shows a so ldier
writing a letter using a drum head for a table , print ed atop the closed flaps, and the soldier
with his girl revealed when the flaps are open. He suggested that this valentine was the same
design listed in my tabul ation of "The Soldier's Farewell" covers in Chronicle 129, p . 49 , as
being the co ntent of cover No . 12 .

Chronicles 128 and 129 contained an article and an update on two well-known related
Civil War valentine cover designs called the "Romeo and Juli et" and "The Soldi er ' s
Farewell ," both of wh ich were pictured . The two designs have been frequently confused as to
their "titl es ," probably because a printer ' s error reversed the lot description and illustration
numbers in the Fox Meroni sa le of Nov. 10-14 , 1952. The three sales catalogs of the Meron i
postal history co llec tions, bound together as Evolution of World Posts , have beco me a
standard refere nce . How ever , "Romeo and Juliet" is obviously appropriate for the figures in
Renai ssance cos tume.

Sinc e the articles c ited have appeared in the last year or so in the Chronicle a few more
item s have been reported and some errors noted in the tables , but I will not repeat the tables at
this time as most of those readin g this should have the recent issues availabl e . However , the
basic "So ldier's Farewell " design was show n as Figure I , p. 264 , in Chronicle 128 and in
Figure 2 , Chronicle 129 , p . 47. The " Romeo & Juli et" design is shown as Figure 4 , p. 267, in
Chronicle 128 and as Figure I , p. 46 , in Chronicle 129.

Figure 1. A variation of the "Soldier's Farewell" design, probably enlarged to provide an envelope
to sell the basic envelopes and valentines by mail. Printed in red and blue rather than orange, and
with advertising in the address space and on the back, the design was enlarged by adding a
border of blue stars all the way around.

First , there is at least one and possibly two more "So ldier 's Farewe ll" covers to report .
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Addin g to table " B" on page 49 of Chronicle 129 , item 18 is a cover addresse d to Toledo
(Tama C.H. ), Iowa, mailed with a 3¢ 1861 stamp from Memphis , Tenn . , with marking of
unknown date , probably 1862 or 3 . The report , per photocopy, doesn 't menti on date or
content, and the date isn 't distinguishable on the copy.

Figure I shows what mayor may not be an additi onal exa mple of "Soldie r's Farewell"
cover No. II in the list cited , but I goofed in not breaking it out as a variety of the design . The
illustration is from an auction catalog for a sale held May 19, 1951. It may or may not be the
same cover sold in the Siegel Marc Haas auction (Sa le 615; lot 563) in 1983. From the
illustrations, one can' t tell whether or not these are the same co ver , since the key data are on
the back and not illustrated.

When I wro te up the previous lists, I didn 't recognize the fact , obvio us from the
illustrations , that the style of cove r shown in Figure I had been enlarged by adding a border of
stars around the basic "Soldier' s Farewell" design , nor did I know it was printed in red and
blue rather than the orange or gold of the "s tandard" design. The enlarging was done , of
course, so that it could be used as a shipping envelope for the standard size envelopes, and the
address area was also filled with adverti sing matter so that the address, stamps, and
postmark s always were on the back . The back also has advertising or pricing printed on it.

Since the addresses appeared upon the back , we have only the descriptions to prov ide
information to identify the covers, other than edge damage on the covers to distin gui sh one
from another. However , both descripti ons simply state the cover has a pair of 3¢ 1861 stamps
tied by a Georgetown , D. C. , postmark , (date not given). One description notes the cover is
addressed to Wisconsin , and the other notes its cove r also co nta ins two valentines and unused
envelopes , presumably of the same "Soldier's Farewell" basic design.

Since all the covers of this enlarged design were probably sent from the same place and
contained weight in excess of a half ounce, all probably have a Georgetown , D.C. , postmark
tying a pair of 3¢ 1861 stamps so we have to fall back upon other factors to learn whether we
have one or two cove rs .

In this case, while the edges of the covers in the illustrations (or, at least those edges not
covered up by other illustrations) show dama ge , the later sale co uld have been of the ea rlier
cove r with some "clea ning up," trimmin g and refolding as practiced by co llec tors with
aesthetic tastes . Until view(s) of the back can be seen, I am assuming there are two covers,
nearly ident ical , because of the content being noted in the 1951 descript ion and not
ment ioned in 1983.

In his article in Chronicle 132, as was noted previously , Dr. Milgram illustrated a
valentine in two views and sugges ted that the design was the same as I listed as Co ver No . 12
in my list of "Soldier' s Farewell" covers. Howe ver, when I checked my lists , I found that the
valentin e was the same as I had for Cover No. 12 in the " Romeo and Juliet" list (page 48 ,
Chronicle 129) and also ihat I had listed the wrong design for cover No . 12 in my "Soldier's
Farewell" list. My mistake is obvious: "Soldier's Farewell" co ver No. 12, bearing a 2¢ Black
l ack grill, is pictured with its enclosed valentin e in the same articl e , as Figures 2 and 3 on
page 47 of Chronicle 129. This valentine , of conventional peacetim e , non-patriotic design,
used some three yea rs after the war, bears a Berl in & Jones , N.Y. , imprint; the onl y ev ide nce
we have as to who printed these designs.

The evidence isn 't really very positive, althoug h the enve lope size is such that the
valentin e , which fits as if it were designed for it, seems to imply they belong together. Thi s
also applies to the rest of the valentines seen with these two enve lope designs; it seems that
they were sized so that any of seve ral valentine designs could be used with either envelope
and such is obviously the case .

Response to these articles has shown a good deal of interest in the designs , and thus ,
enlarging upon the record Dr. Milgram started seems useful by recording here the design s
I've seen, mostly by photocopy with flaps either open, closed, or missing , but seldo m in
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Figure 2. Valentine "C" shown with flaps closed and open.

more than one vers ion. The design show n in Chronicle 128, the flag design bunting tent
wh ich , wi th flaps ope n, di spl ayed a soldier writing a letter, is by far the most co mmo n and has
been see n as the co ntent of both enve lope designs. For co nvenience, we ' ll designate this "A"
in our record , given as Table III of th is series.

Th e valentine shown by Dr. Milgram as Figures 2 and 3 in Chronicle 132, ca n be
designated " 8" and Figure 2 shows a pair of designs know n to belong together that we' ll ca ll
"e." Thi s va lentine was enclosed in "Soldier's Farewe ll" cover No . I0 in my list on page 49
of Chronicle 129 .

Figures 3 and 4 show a flaps-c losed design with a soldier standing guard dut y, and what
is e ithe r a design witho ut flaps or with them carefully removed , but which see ms to belong to
the same gro up, sho wi ng a so ldier proposing to a girl it would see m. These ca me from two
separate sources; that of Figure 3 was in "Soldie r's Farewell" No . 3, but I have no record of
what is beneath the flap s.

Figure 4 shows the distin gui shing part of the design of a valent ine that is inclu ded in
"Romeo and Jul iet" No .4 in the list of page 48 of Chronicle 129. This report was submitted
by photocopy and there e ither never was a flap on this design , or, possi bly, it was da mage d
and carefully trimm ed away . In any case, the design is of the same type and style as the other
valentines noted as bei ng found with the two styles of enve lopes .

The enve lope shown in Dr. Milgram ' s article has also been reported with other
exa mples of these va lentines , and recour se to the lists of " Romeo and Juliet" and "Soldier's
Farewell" covers in Chronicle 129 will show some of the designs show n here were also used
in others of the covers reported , although I didn 't see the valentine. I'm also of the opinio n
that at least one more design of "soldier" valentine, not pictured here or by Dr. Milgram,
ex ists .

In recording the enclose d valentines, only those show ing so ldiers or with other patriotic
moti fs , if such ex ist, are being reco rded, but some of the two large enve lopes have been found
wit h non-patrioti c va lentines enc losed. This is part icularly true of the "Romeo and Juli et"
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TABLE 111 - PATRIOTIC VALENTINE DESIGNS:
ROMEO AND .SOLDIER'S FAREWELL ENVELOPES

Figure 3. Valentine " D" with flaps closed.
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So ldier on guard du ty ..)

, -
! .

'.' t ...

' .
' 0

I •

,i ";" '~' .J
' .. ~ ,

( ' )

• \ '.: I '

With Flaps Open
Soldier sitting writi ng letter.
So ldier wi th gi rl.
So ldier marrying gi rl.
')

So ldie r proposing .

Figure 4. Valentine " E" showing no evi­
dence of flaps.

which was prob ably print ed before patriotic covers became the rage or before the war. But
there is little doubt that the intent of the publishers was to offer a line of interc hangeable
valentines and enve lopes so that any of the former co uld be sent in any of the latter.
HANDSTAMPED AND PRINTED FACSIMILE FREE FRANKS OF THE 18605
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

(Continued from Chronicle 132:274)

The War Departm ent and its numerous Department s of the Army were the main users of
facsimile hand stamps. Figure 6 shows three handstamped franking signatures of officials
from whom I have not recorded any written signatures on franked covers . The franking
legend at the top show s a hand stamped frank of Maj . Gen . Ol iver Otis Howard , who headed
the Freed men' s Bureau beginning in 1865. Howard, (Figure 7) had lost his right arm in batt le
in June 1862 , and there is a story that when he woke up after having his arm amputated, he
found himself looking at General Phil Kearney who had lost his left arm some tim e before .
Howard ' s first word s after com prehending his situation were a suggestion that Kearney and
he buy their gloves together.
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Figure 6. Franking legends from three War Department offi­
cial covers, showing, top to bottom, handstamped facsimile
franking signatures of Gen . 0 .0. Howard of the Freedmen's
Bureau, Col. and Provost Marshal General James B. Fry, and
Surgeon General William H. Hammond.

Figure 7. General How­
ard.

In any case, How ard ' s heavy backhand signature norm ally appears as a poorly inked
hand stamp on his franked covers , obvio usly applied by one of the fifty some clerks of his
Bureau and one wo nders ifhe wou ld have acce pted a post where he had to frank mail by hand .

The other two hand stamped franks shown in Figure 6 are those of Provost Marshal
James B. Fry and co ntrovers ial Surgeo n General William H. Hamm ond .

The paperwork of the C ivil War wasn' t settled until some years after the War had ended,
as per the covers of Figure I and others of the same correspondence .

In the meantime , most of the post s of the government and also man y of the congress men
also used handstamped or printed facsimil es rather than written franks . The eventu al result ,
not unexpectedl y , was that handstamped or printed franked enve lopes were readily avai lable
to those without authority to use them and the result ing abuse caused Congress to enact
legislat ion in 1869 requ iring that the signatures on franked cove rs had to be written by hand.

Figures 8 and 9 show two covers bearing the frank ing legend of the Quartermaster
General of the Army's imprint. These two covers demonstrate the volume of mail bein g sent
as late as 1866 by the Qu artermaster General ' s Office in settling Civ il War acco unts . Both
covers refl ect a practice of the Quarterm aster ' s Dept. in sending huge bundl es of mail to the
State Adjutant General ' s offices, with only the addressee' s name and title . In the case of the
cover shown as Figure 8 , the cover bears the hand stamped franking signature of Quarter­
master General Mont gomery C. Me igs, but it was mai led from Harrisburg , Pa. , afte r the
State Adjutant General ' s office supplied the Doylestown, Pa. , par t of the address . The
Harr isbu rg postmark, in the photo , show s on ly the " 12/28" of an apparent postmar k, which is
probably Harr isburg as suggested by portions detectable on the actua l cover. The cover was
46 Chronicle 133 I February 1987 I Vol. 39 . No.1



{

/

.
Q~lIilrtmllastfr QJ rnrral's ®fficf,

Figure 8. An official cover sent in 1866 under a handstamped facsimile f rank of Quartermaster
General M.C. Meigs whilch actually entered the malls at Harrlsburq.Pa. The addressee's name
and unit designation were supplied in Washington and bundles of partially addressed covers
were sent to the offices (at the State Capitals) of the State Adjutant Generals who supplied the
rest of the addresses from their records. Thi s particular cover, being both forwarded and
advertised, had trouble finding its destination.

forward ed and adve rtised and presumab ly eve ntually reac hed Lt. Kirk , to whom it is
addre ssed.

The cover shown in Figure 9 may or may not have been sent after the use of facsimile
signatures on franked mail was eliminated in March 1869 , but it was apparentl y part of a
bundle of covers sent to Omaha, Nebraska, for completion of address and mailing at the
Adjutant General' s office there . (Not showing in the photo is the fact that the top two lines of
the address are in a faded brow nish ink and the " Ft. Cottonwood/ Tl" is in jet black .) The
cover has no date but , if sent after the elimination of facsimi le signatures, perforce with a
stamp, would have been sent in 1870 . In any case , the facsimi le frank wasn 't used and this is
one of the very few cove rs seen with the Quart ermaster Ge neral's Office franking legend tha t
doesn 't bear General M.e. Meigs' s facsimile signature . The only other exception is the
single exa mple I' ve recorded of a cove r bearing his handwritten signature.

Many of the offices in Washington appointed clerks to frank all mail and such action
apparently was approved by the Post Office Department. For this reason , much of the Bureau

~lIltdcrll1ll5tcr ogtllC-ntl's @fticc. ,

QlUJr (mneu{tr GcnC1Yl{.

Figure 9. Thi s cover, bearing the Quartermaster General's Office's official leg end for franking, but
no signature, was prepaid by a 3C 1861 st amp. It may have been sent after the use of facsimile
signatures for franking was barred by Cong ressional edict in 1869.
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mail franked by clerks probably dates from 1869 or later , unt il the franking privilege was
abolished for good in the Executi ve Departm ents effec tive July I , 1873, and the official
stamps began to be used .

Probably the subs idia ry officers of the Army Departments who frank ed as "acting" this
or that were relieved to no longer have to frank mail.

While cov ers franked by facsimi le signature offer little to the frank collector who is
really more interested in the "a utographic" aspect of such co llec ting, they offer a postal
history usage not found otherwise . To the postal historian with an interest in Civil War
history , they are of con sid erable interest relative to the careers and fame of some of the
officers whose nam es appear on the covers . If facsimil e signatures are all that is avai lable,
they are still legitim ate re lics of a difficult part of our country ' s histo ry - both historically
and from a posta l histo ry slant.
SOLDIERS' AND NAVAL LETTERS PRINTED
AND HANDSTAMPED LEGENDS

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

In Chronicles 116 and 117 (Nove mber 1982 and February 1983 ), this section updated
and di scu ssed the circumstanc es and legislative record relative to Civil War "Soldier's" and
"Naval" letters . Such lett er s were permitted to be sent collect at regu lar postage rates without
penalties when pro vided with the requi site legend s which had to include the word s "Soldier's
Letter " or (for the Navy or others aboard ships) "Naval Letter. " Also requ ired were the
identification of the military unit or ship and a certifying signature of an officer of such.

These legends of unit o r ship identi fication and ce rtifying signature were to dist inguish
the military mai l from the general run of domestic mail , upon which prepayment had been
required since 1855 .

The requirem ent s for certi fying signatures and the rest of the legend produ ced a
co nside rable volume of printed enve lopes pro viding the unit identifica tion, the required
"S oldi er ' s Letter" and a line upon which the certify ing officer co uld sign. It also produ ced a
few hand stamped legends that have the unit designat ion and "So ldier's Letter."

A great man y printed co rner cards and unit handstamps without the words indicating
they were intend ed to be used in processing soldiers' mail also exist, but tho se are , for the
most part , outside thi s categori zation .

For some years I've been compiling a record of both the print ed enve lopes and the
handstamps wi th "sold ier's letter" or "naval letter" with the idea of eve ntually publi shin g the
record . A reasonable starting point see ms to be the hand stamps and in compiling these , I was
surprised j ust how few I could find .

Whi le a great many handstamps appea r on Civil War covers, not many also include the
required words "Soldier's Letter" as well as a unit designation to show their intend ed use.
Many covers exist with the unit handstamps but with the words "Soldier 's letter" and the
signature in manuscript. Among these are some well known covers such as those from Ship
Island with the handstamped " E. F . Jone s/Co lonel Mass 26th," those from the 16th N.Y.
C St. Lawrence *C linton *Franklin" in a double circle) and those of the Seward Infantry or
I03rd N.Y . State Volunteer s . All these may be found on co llect sold ier's letters with the rest
of the legend added in manu script , but they probably were made for general use suc h as
processin g regiment al paperwork , etc .

Plate I, accompa nyi ng these notes , shows two distinct ca tegories of soldie r's letter
hand stamps . Th e top row has those applied by the Post Office Departm ent and the rest were
applied by the military on the mail they sent out. The purp ose of the Post Office Department
hand stamps was ev ide ntly for use on mail obviously from the milit ary but wi thout the
requisite legends and signatures to satisfy the regulati ons.
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D 55th Rqt. Wa... Ihhlltl':: .

PLATE I
Tracings of "SOLDIER'S LETTER" handstamps.

The large oval with "So ldier' s Letter" shown as "A" in Plate I and on the cover shown as
Figure I , with a Washington , D.C. , postmark , was almost certai nly applied at the Dead
Letter Office in Washington. This aspect was discussed in detail in the article in Chronicles
11 6 and 11 7 and need not further be discussed here, other than to note that the marking was
used by the D.L.O . on covers obvio usly of military origin whic h were being mai led to their
original addressee co llec t in spite of not having the req uired certifica tion.

I

Figure 1. The oval " SOLDIER'SI LETTER" handstamp (probably applied by the Dead Letter Office)
to such letters not correctly cert ified but obvious as to their nature, before remailing .

The hand stamp s shown as " 8 " and "C" in Plate I appear on the cover show n as Figure 2,
"C" being a backstamp . All, including the Louisville c. d .s. of Dec . 18 (probably 186 1), are
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in the rath er muddy blue-black in use at Loui sville at that time . The cover bears a man uscript
endorsement "Thro ugh the politeness of Lt. Col. Johnston/ 28th Ky . Vol. Infantry/ U.S .
Army," and was ev idently ex pecte d to be hand carried to its addre ssee in Lou isville . Instead ,
Lt. Col. Johnston se nt the cover to the Louisville post office - probabl y from elsew here than
Lou isville - co nsidering the letter was charged 3¢ due rather than as a drop letter .

In any case, the Loui sville post office, after "detaining for postage ," apparently deci ded
the legend on the co ver was enou gh to identify the orig in as a so ldier 's letter and applied a
marking to verify it as such and sent it along as a collec t letter.

• I ,

/

1

J
Figure 2. A "SOLDIER'SI LETIER" in a shield handstamp applied at Louisville in December 1861(7)
to a cover obviously from a soldier but not correctly certified. The cover bears a matching
backstamp "DETAINED FOR/POSTAGE,"

The rem aining hand stamps shown in Plate I were all applied by thei r designated un its ,
but I need to see better examples on two of them . I am not quite sure the un it designation of the
hand stamp shown as " 0" is really that of the 55th Massachu sett s Infantry reg iment. The
marki ng isn 't as sharp as I ha ve made it in the tracing (the signature, incid entl y, is part of the
hand stamp as a facsimile) and could be possibly another combination involving 3's or 5 's .

The Ist reg iment of the Douglas Brigade was the 42nd Illinois Volunteer Infant ry and I
have seen severa l co vers bearin g handstamp " E" in Plate I. Th is hand stamp is usually quit e
clearly struc k and severa l different officers ' signatures are known in the circl e of the marking
abov e " Major. " Whil e I haven 't seen any similar handstamps of any other regiment of the
Douglas Brigad e , such probably should exist.

The tracings shown as " F" and "G" in Plate I both bear the large initials "N.E. G ." which
stands for " New England Guard ," but I have seen handstamps only from the two regim ent s of
" F" and " G," the 24th and 44 th Massachu setts. The cover from the 44 th Mass . from which
tracing "G" was taken , is shown in Figure 3, but I would like to complete the tracin g from a
photocopy of a cover bearing a better exa mple of the hand stamp .

The cover show n in Figure 3 is quit e interesting, being sent as a soldier's letter co llec t
but forwa rded with a 3¢ 1861 stamp from Walpole, Mass . , to Boston . The " Due 3" was
appli ed at Newbern (then often spelled "New Berne" or "New Bern" as in the postmark dated
Apr. 23, 1863, on the cover).

The so ldier's identification as a so ldier's letter is repeated in a little poem see n on many
such covers in various forms, " Postmaster, please shove this through/ I' ve nary red (ed . note
"red cent!") with six months due. " - referring to the slow pay situation many Civil War
so ldiers had to endure .
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Figure 3. A soldier's letter from a member of the 44th Massachusetts Volunteers then on the
Carolina coast at Newbern in April 1863. Bearing the faint cachet of the 44th Mass. and ample
soldier's letter endorsement (except a signature) including a poem, the cover was forwarded with
a 3C stamp from Walpole to Boston, Mass.

Of the handstamps shown in Plate I, I have seen but one example each of those shown as
"8" and "C, " and "D" was traced from a photograph take n by the late Henry A . Meyer some
years ago . The markin gs of the two Massac husetts reg ime nts are fairly co mmo n, particul arly
those of the 24th , but all are usually struck with a dry marker so they are often faint.

While I feel sure that many other examples of this type of marking ex ist, I have made
photos of those that occasionally were shown me and what is given here is all that I can find in
my records. Further examples, shown to me by good photocopies , would be much appreci­
ated .

I expe ct to attempt a listing of the printed covers with such legends another time , so that
while reports of such will be appreciated, they possibl y wi ll duplicate record s of similar
covers on file.
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THE 1869 PERIOD
scorr R. TREPEl, Editor
THREE-CENT UNGRILLED STAMPS FROM BROOKLYN, CONNECTICUT

scorr R. TREPEL

Th e 3¢ 1869 stamps w ithout grill are genera lly acce pted only if unused with the origina l
browni sh " mo lasses" gum whic h is charac teris tic of the Scott-listed 1869 ungrill ed stamps .
Most experts accept the exi stence of certai n used 3¢ co pies which are , in fac t, ungri lled (as
issued), but regard the se examples as something different than the Scott-li sted ungrilled
items . Furt hermore , the authori ties at Scott and The Philatelic Foundation refuse to provide
any roo m for used ungrill ed stamps, beca use doing so wo uld inv ite an onslaught of
faint/ pressed-out gri lled stamps bei ng submitted for certificatio n. I In such a situation, it
wo uld be difficult to identi fy the true variety, and time-wastin g to eve n attempt it.

Figure 1. Strip of three used
ungrilled 3C on piece.

However, stude nts mu st not ignore the ungr illed stamps , because they might so meday
be the evi de nce linked to a distin cti ve Nationa l Bank Note Co . print ing . Although philately
might never know the story, if any, behind the produ ction of ungrilled stamps , it is
noneth eless a phil ateli st ' s task to co llec t examples of all types of printing varieties - plate ,
pap er , perforat ion , co lor and othe rwise . In the case of the 1869 issue , the stamps issued to the
publ ic in ungrilled state are no less wo rthy of atte ntion than those without perforation or part s
of the design inverted .

Faced wit h the hundreds of thousands of 3¢ stamps extant, how doe s one sort out the true
ungrilled variety? Th e obvious firs t step is to physically examine the stamp for evi dence of a
gri ll. Although some experts contend that an ironed-out gr ill can appear as the ungr illed
stamp , the autho r is convi nce d that a goo d soa king in water wi ll show the grill' s "ghost. "
Very lightl y imp ressed grills also show in fluid or in cross-lighting , and the "missed grill"
stamps - those from a part of the shee t which failed to recei ve a grill impres sio n - are
actually qu ite scarce and sho uld be co llec ted , provided that there is truly no ev ide nce of a
grill.

Does a characteri stic ex ist apart from the paper itse lf, which could be used to dist ingu ish
ungrilled stamps from gri lled issues? The author be lieves the answer is yes , and the purpose
of this ar ticle is to establish a link betwee n usage of the 3¢ 1869 ungri lled stamps and
surviving co pies .

The Fuller Correspondence

The town of Brookl yn . Co nnec ticut, gained some philatelic pro mine nce when the
Luciu s Fuller correspo nde nce surfaced. The Fuller family and thei r co rres ponde nce were
discussed in an art icle by Rich ard J. Nieza bitowski entitled "The Three Cent Gray Paper"
(The / 978 Register ). Fuller's insurance co mpany prospered during the 19th ce ntury, and

I . T he on ly ex ception to Phi latelic Fo unda tion policy was the granting of a cert ificate to a used strip of

three on pie ce. whic h was partially lifted to reveal the bro wn gum. This strip is illu strated in Figure I. A

discussio n o f this item foll ows .
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Fuller became one of Connecticut ' s influenti al ci tize ns. Th e covers from the co mpany 's
correspondence mostly bear 3¢ 1869 stamps, a few of which have been iden tified as the gray
paper variety. In Niezabitowsk i' s article, he analyzed the evi de nce and put forth his
hypothesis that the gray paper stamps were distribu ted in an unkn own pattern throu ghout
New England. A key element of his analysis was that the 3¢ gray paper stam p on one cover
(and presum ably the others used at the same time) ca me fro m plate II , one of the plates used
in the first pr int ing. At the time, Nieza bitowski felt that the use of stamps from this ea rly 1869
plate on covers dated in ea rly 1870 ind icated a peculi ar d istributi on of stamps by the official
Stamp Agent. He suggested a link between these gray paper stamps and so me sort of
experiment at the N.B.N . Co . - much like the blue paper issue of 1909 ; however , all of this
was ack now ledge d to be spec ulation.

Figure 2. Brooklyn, Conn. , geometric cancel.

Brooklyn , Co nnec ticut, came into play agai n when the strip of three 3¢ 1869 ' s witho ut
grill was certif ied by The Philatelic Founda tion. This strip was wr itten up in the / 869 Times
(number 16) by its ow ner, Leonard Sheriff , who ex plained that it was deem ed to be ungrilled
because the strip could be part ially lifted , revealing the brown " mo lasses" gum. Thi s item is
the only used ungr illed 1869 to receive a P.F. certifica te as such . It is ca nce lled by a
distinctive geometric design which the Skinner-Eno book lists as GE-M 16 (see Figure 2) .
Th is cance l is known on covers from Brooklyn , Co nnec ticut, therefore es tablishing a link
betwee n the gray paper and ungrilled stamps , and between these varieties and Brooklyn .

Figure 3. Pair and single
ungrilled 3Cwith Brook­
lyn cancel.

If additional 3¢ 1869 stamps were found with the Brookl yn geometric ca nce l, might
they be ungrill ed or on gray paper? The author believes so, and has located two more item s
which are ungrilled and ca nce lled in Brookl yn . These are show n in Figure 3 (a pair and
single). The co lor of the se stamps can be desc ribed as intense, and the paper shows no grill
whatsoever. The slightly wo rn, but still identi fiable , geo me tric cance l is the link between
these stamps and the Sheriff piece, as well as other Full er corresponde nce .

The Ishik awa book pic tures a block with the Brooklyn geometric; and a few other covers
from this town and period have been see n in auction cata logs. One of these is show n in Figure
4 . Any of these should be exa mined carefully, to determine whet her or not the sta mp is
grilled.

Status of the 1869 Ungrilled Stamps

The author wi ll make a few observa tions about the ungrilled 1869 stamps to co nclude
this article. First , only the I¢, 2¢, 3¢, IS¢ type I, 24¢, 30¢, and 90¢ values are known wi thout
grill , and virtua lly all are unu sed with brownish gum. As far as this author knows , only the 3¢
has been found used and without gr ill. In addition to the gummed and perforated stamps,
there are the imperforate ungrill ed items on stamp paper , which are almos t certa inly
unfin ished produ ctions that were never issued to post offices (si milar to Grea t Britain ' s
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".
Figure 4. Cover from Brooklyn to Putnam, Conn. , 3C tied with characteristic cancel . Stamp may be
ungrilled.

" Imprima turs ," whi ch are imperforate , gummed examples made for the purpose of official
inspection and approv a l) . Th e 24¢ is also known as an invert on stam p paper , imperforate and
gummed (See Fig ure 5) . This last item is a co mplete mystery , but was probab ly released by
the Na tiona l Bank Note Co ., not the post office. Th e 30¢ ungrill ed sta mp is known as a block
of 15 (Ishikawa co llec tion) with imp rint and plate no. 2 1. It seems rem arkable that a block of
th is size should ex ist at a ll, because no other va lue above the 6¢ exists as such (except
possibly the 15¢ if the big blocks have not been broken up). Th at the 30¢ imprint bloc k is
ungrilled is inco nceivable, un less its source was a place other than the post office. Thi s last
po int is wha t the author is driving at, but cannot prove at th is time . The unu sed 1869 stamps
withou t grill , in the autho r's opinion, should not be reckoned amo ng issued pos tage stamps.
It is far more like ly that they ema nated from an unofficial source. The exception, of co urse, is
a quantity of 3¢ stamps which are know n to have been issued in ungrilled state, whether by
design or acc ide nt it is not know n.

Figure 5. Imperforate 24C invert, no grill, with gum.

The abse nce of ce rta in values in the list of ungrilled stamps , and the presence of the 15¢
type I and 3¢ plate II , ind icate the use of early plates to make the ungri lled stamps . Th e 30¢
block of 15 shows distinct plate crac ks, but it is not know n when these occ urred (so me of the
1875 re-issues should sho w these cracks, if indeed the ungrill ed printin g preceded the
re-issue printing). No ex planation of the 24¢ imperforate, ungri lled inve rt has been offered ,
but th is item might not even rel ate to the other ungrill ed stamps .

Conclusion

If all o f this see ms rather tent at ive and spec ulative , the author has succeeded in getting
across so me info rma tio n and possib ilities , without pretending to be definite . Tr acin g the
events of 117 years ago is ve ry d ifficult without source document s. However, locatin g and
verifying the ex istence of unu sual 1869 varieties is possible , and the purpose of th is article
has been to furth er that ca use.
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Our Special Public Auctions
are aone-of-kind experience.

At our Special Public Auctio ns, you 'll discover
all kinds of one-of-a-ki nd co llec tions . You 'll also
see odd lot s, stocks an d accumula tions so
unus ua l, they'll make yo u glad yo u get o ur
cata logs . Our auc tions have hundreds of
indiv idua l lo ts, too.

Join us eac h mo nth for a unique oppo rtu nity
to bid on the property you 've been looking for
to com plement your collectio n.

Wri te or call toll -free for our free ca talog that
descri bes the many varied offerings available.
We will be happ y to mail eac h new add ition
to yo u as it is published. An d do it soo n. Th is
is a one-of-a-k ind offer.

Earl P.L. Apfelba um Inc.
2006 Walnu t Stree t
Philad elphia, PA 19103
215/ 567-5200 800/ 523 -4648

Name _

Address _

City Sta te Zip__

Phone Best time to call _

o Send me your pub lic auc tion ca ta logs .
o Send me your Mai l Bid Sa le Ca ta log .
o Send me your mo nth ly. 64 page price list Ads & Offers.
o Send me your Postal History Ma il Bid Sale Catalog.
o I'm thinki ng of selling my philatelic holdi ngs . Co ntact me.

Earl ~l. Inc.
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
DROP LETTERS AND BANK NOTE DUES
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

By long trad ition a drop letter was a lette r that was deposited (dropped ) at one post office
and was picked up or de livered from that same post office . The 1879 Postal Laws and
Regulations appa re ntly di d not find it necessary to defi ne drop letter but in the 1887 P.L. & R.
we find the foll owin g defi n itio n:

Sec . 326 . Drop Letters . . . . A "drop letter" is one addressed for delivery to a person within the
de livery o f the o ffice at whic h it is posted . . ..

From Sec . 178 o f the 1879 P.L. & R. the rates for drop letter s were I¢ per half oz . if there
was no free deli very by carrier at that post o ffice and 2¢ per half oz . if there was free deli very
by carrier at that post o ffice .

. )
/ r

./ "' { L

Figure 1. An unpaid 1¢ drop
letter, Walla Walla, Washing­
ton, FEB41884. Rated due 1¢.
No penalty.

Figure I shows an unprep aid 1¢ dro p letter, WALLA WALLA , WASH .. dated FE B 4
1884 . Th e I¢ po stage due stamp, applied by the local postm aster , is an intermed iate shade
between a brown and a red brown .

The free deli very sys te m had been started in the most popul ous c ities 20 yea rs before this
letter was dropped in the Wall a Walla post office . With a popul ation of only 3, 588 by the
1880 ce nsus and 4, 709 by the 1890 ce nsus, Walla Wall a had no free deli very. Th e drop lette r
rate in Walla Walla was I¢ per half ounce . C learly the requ ired I¢ postage was not prep aid .
So the qu estion arises - how was the postage due ca lculated?

Th e 1879 P.L. & R. mandated that the required postage on totally unp aid lett er s be
doubled :

Sec . 267 . Double Postage on Unpaid Matter. If any mail-matter. on which by law the postage is
required to be prep aid at the mailing [pos t! office. shall by inadve rte nce reach its destin ation
without such prepa yme nt. doubl e the prepaid rates shall be charged and co llec ted on deli very.

Under this rule the Wall a Walla unpaid drop le tter should have been rated due 2 cents. But
this doubling rule no lon ger ap plied. A exceptio n had bee n made .

Th e Janu ary 1880 Postal Guide. p. 594 , stated that drop letter s we re exe mpt fro m th is
dou blin g pen alt y:
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Recapi tulated and New Rulin gs for the Six Mon ths Ending
Dece mbe r 20. 1879

9 . Dro p lett ers not having one full rate prep aid theron are not subjec t to dou ble rates; they may
be delivered upon paymen t of the full amount chargeable theron at the sing le rate .

So the Wa lla Wall a drop letter was prop erl y rated as due I ce nt and a slightly reddish brown
I¢ due affixed .

Figure 2. An unpaid and undated drop letter, Keene, N.H.

Fig ure 2 showing a 2¢ drop lette r at Keene , N. H. , present s a puzz le. Thi s is because the
cover is not dated and the postal regul ations and the applicable rates changed with time . Th e
lack of a date opens up at leas t fou r possible sce narios and entails a review of the postal
reg ulatio ns for unpaid drop letters . Th e possibilities include:

(a) I¢ drop lett er mailed in 1879 be fore the exe mption from the dou blin g penalt y .
Deficiency do uble d for pen alty: 2¢ . This poss ibi lity is ruled out by the co lor of the stamp. It is
not a plain brown but shows a tinge of red . Warren R. Bower exa mined the stam p and
conc luded tha t the stamp was issued in 1883.

(b) Mailed before Kee ne received free de livery (late 1887 or early 1888). Deficiency
doubled in error. Low probab ility .

(c) Double rate drop lett er mailed before Keene received free del iver y. Properly rated
due 2¢ . Thi s is a real possibility.

( /( ,

Figure 3. An underpaid 2C drop letter, New York, N.Y., DEC 15 83. Rated Due 1. No penalty.
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(d) Mailed after Keene received free deli very . Properly rated due 21t . Whi le this wo uld
date the cover at least four years after the postage due stamp was issued , this scenario is also a
real possibility. Late usage of postage due stam ps was far from rare.

An unam biguou s lit dro p letter was illustrate d by Warren R. Bower in the U.S .
Specialist , vo l. 46 , p .166, April 1975. Bower' s cover was a totally unpaid drop letter
received (dropped) at Boston , Mass . , Oc tober 8 , 1887. Because Boston had free delivery the
dro p letter was liable to the rate of 21t per ounce (bas ic weig ht raised to one ounce Ju ly I ,
1885). Th is Boston drop letter was pro perly rated Due 2.

Figure 3 shows a New York drop lett er dated December 15, 1883 . prepaid only IIt . As
New York had free de liver y (and had it since the sys tem started in 1863) the dro p letter charge
was 2¢ (per half oz .) . The letter was rated Due I and a IIt brown J I affixed. In accorda nce
with the rul ing give n in the 1880 Postal Guide no pen alty was asse ssed .

There was one other possible co mplica tion for a drop letter. The letter, intended for local
delivery , might be forwa rded to another post office thereby becoming liable to the regul ar
domestic rate . Figure 4 shows anothe r New York drop letter, this one dated May 27 , 1882,
forwa rded to Brooklyn.

W. P. O'CON NOR,

57 PINE .ST REET,

NlW YOlE.

Figure 4. A 2C drop letter, New York, N.Y., MAY 27 82. Forwarded to Brooklyn, N.Y. Subject to 3C
domestic rate and rated DUE 1 CENT. No penalty.

Postal regulatio ns req uired that one rate be prepaid for free forwa rding of first class
mail. I The prep aid 2¢ drop rate satis fied this co ndition for for ward ing . Th e lett er was
forwarded but rated up to 3¢ do mestic rate (less credit for 2¢ already paid): Due I Cent. A I¢
orange brow n J I was affixed and cance led with the characteristic magen ta Brooklyn
doughnut.

This part icul ar forwarded drop letter was also protected aga inst the doubling pe nalty by
another postal regula tion . Sec . 43 1 of the 1879 PL &R. pro vided that a totall y unpaid drop
letter could be forwarded up to three mi les. Ass uming that the Brook lyn post office was
within three miles of the New York post office , this New York drop letter co uld have been
forwarded to Brook lyn eve n if the lit dro p rate had not been prep aid.

Unpa id drop lett ers are scarce but among these the true rarit y is the ship drop letter (or
drop ship letten .? Figure 5 shows a ship letter brought into the port of New Yor k from
Venezuela and addressed to New York - a ship drop letter. Thi s lett er , dated 27 October

I. 1879 P.L. & R.. Sec . 37 1. The background of free forwarding has bee n discussed by Richard B.
Graham . Linn's Stamp Ne il'S. Nov. 25 . 1985. pp. 18-19.

2. "Ship Leiters and Bank Note Dues." George B. Arfken , Chronicle, 131:200-204 (August 1986 . vol.
38. no. 3).
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Figure 5. A ship drop letter. NEW YORK. NOV 14 79. DUE 4 crs. From the collection of Lewis
Kaufman.

1879 , was from a Senor Lui s Yribarren, Co mis ionis ta General at Puerto Cabello. Th e New
York Exc ha nge Offi ce rated it at double the 2¢ drop letter rate and stamped it NEW YO RK,
NOV 1479 , DU E 4 CTS.

During the port ion of the Bank Note postage due era when the domestic postal rate was
3¢ , Jul y 1879 through September 1883 , ship drop letters were charged 4¢ instead of the usual
6¢ and receipted with 4¢ in Bank Note postage due stamps . Of co urse on October I , 1883,
with the dom estic rate dropping to 2¢ , the distin ct ion between ship lett ers and ship drop
letter s vanished . For cities with free delivery by carrier the distinction between domestic
letters and drop lett er s likewise vanished (except that drop letter s were exe mpt from the
doubling penalty).

On this ship drop lett er the 4¢ due was receipt ed with a I¢ brown J I and a 3¢ bro wn 13.
So why didn 't the postal clerk ju st use a pair of2¢ dues? In 1879 with a 3¢ domestic rate the I¢
and 3¢ dues were in co mmo n use and probably were readil y available . Catalog prices as well
as sca rcity on 1879 covers ver ify that the 2¢ brown J2 dues were seldo m needed and seldom
used . Th e 2¢ dues may we ll have been stored away, out of the way .

Thi s writer is grateful to Warren R. Bower for discussion s co ncerning the co ver of
Figure 2 and to Lewis Kau fman for lending the rare ship drop letter of Fig ure 5 to be
photographed.
THE TWENTY-FOUR CENT BANKNOTE STAMPS ON COVER:
THE BISSELL FIND, PART II

RICHARD M. SEARING

In Chronicle 132 , I describ ed the Lemuel Bissell find of cov ers as related to the 24¢
bankn ote stamps . The thre e major routings listed were for Briti sh mail via Southampton or
Marseill es , and Briti sh mail via Brindisi on the Adria tic Coast.

The harb or of Brindisi is one of the safes t in the Adriatic and this was one reason it was
selected in 1874 as a refu elin g stop for stea mships serving the Asia and southeas t Asia trade
routes. During the 1870-80 period, stea mships from two dozen countries could be found in
this harbor .

The harb or at Brindi si had been used since before Rom an times when it was called
Brundisium. The fam ous Appian Wa y of the Rom an Empire terminated in this port. In the
harb or ce nter stands an Aragonese castle dat ing from the 14th century. Many medieval relics
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24¢ BANKNOTE STAMPS USED ON BISSEll CORRESPONDENCE COVERS
DATE RATE STAMPS SOURC E REMARKS

12/20170 4x22¢ v So 143-2,146-2,153 Siegel 631/42 Lon pd 1/2171 ; ms72/4, 4 cr
1120171 3x28¢ v Bri 153,154-2 Siegel 612/246 Lon pd 2/2; ms 3,72/3 cr
1/31171 4x22¢ v So 135-2,143-2,153 Siegel 645/167 Lon pd 2113 ; ms 72/4 cr
2Il 0171 3x28¢ v Bri 143-2,153 Siegel 516/415 Lon pd 2/23; ms3 over 72/3 cr
8115/71 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Siegel 631117 1 Lon pd 8/28; ms36/2 cr, tied tmk
9/12/71 4x22¢ v So 148,151,153-2 APC # 19, p. 68 Lon pd 9/27; ms 72/4 cr

10/ 9/71 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Lowe 6/85:43 Lon pd 10/23; ms 36/2 cr
1/ 2172 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Siegel 210/801 Lon pd 1/15; ms36/2 cr
1/18/72 3x28¢ v Bri 153,154-2 Siegel 631/173 Lon pd 1131; ms3, 72/3 cr
511 4/72 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Gibson 520 Lon pd 5/27; ms36/2,2 cr
7/16/72 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 H Rooke 7/76:105 Lon pd 7/29; ms36/2 cr
8/27/72 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Siegel 631/181 Lon pd 9110; ms 36/2, 2d cr

12/ 4/72 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Herst 5/63:78 Lon pd 12/17; ms 36/2 cr
12/1?172 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Robbins 9/81:1070 Lon pd 12/26; ms 2,36/2 cr
12/13172 2x22¢ v So 139-2,153 Siegel 612/244 Lon pd 12/30; ms 36/2,2 cr

1 3173 2x22¢ v So 139-2,153 Siegel 449/50 Lon pd 111 6; ms fancy 2
1/ 8173 2x22¢ v So 161-2,153 Harmer 2/65:130 Lon pd 1120; ms 36/2,2 cr
1/29/73 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Apfel 5/81:168 oval pd; Lon 2/14; ms 11112, 36/2
2/ 7/73 28¢ v Bri 146-2,153 Robbins 9/81:1073 red NY 24; Lon pd 2117 ; msX, 1
3/ 7/73 2x22¢vSo 161-2,153 Gioson519 Lon pd 3/19; ms 36/2
3112173 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Siegel 631/169 Lon pd 3/24; ms 36/2 cr
8/10/73 2x28¢ v Bri 146,153,154 Fox 12/84:259 Lon pd 8/23; ms48/2, 2 cr

10/ 1/73 2x22¢ v So 150-2,153 Siegel 516/429 Lon pd 1011 3; ms 36/2,2 cr
111 1/74 3x28¢ v Bri 153,154-2 Siegel 631/184 Lon pd 1/25; ms 72/3 cr
2/11/74 2x22¢ v So 153,161-2 Seigel 569/843 Lon pd 2/23; ms36/2, 2d cr
5/20/74 2x22¢ v So 153,161-2 Siegel 631/174 Lon pd 6/1; ms 36/2,2 cr
6/9/74 2/22¢ v So 150-2,153 Simmy7/76:174 Lon pd 6/22; ms36/2,2 cr
7/ 8/74 2x22¢ v So 153,161-2 Siegel 612/243 Lon pd 7/20; ms36/2,2 cr
8/ 5/74 2x28¢ v Bri 146,150-3,153 Caspary 6/549 Lon pd 8/17; ms48/2, 2 cr
8/18/74 28¢ v Bri 145,147,153 Siegel 449/180 Lon pd 8/31; red l d cr
9/ 9/74 2x28¢ v Bri 153,157,165 Harmer 11/50:348 Lon pd 9/21; ms48/2, 2 cr

12/ 9/74 2x28¢ v Bri 153,154,157 Robbins 9/81:1072 Lon pd 12/22; bs: 2d cr
12/23/74 3x28¢ v Bri 153,165-2 Robbins 9/81:1069 Lon pd 114/75; ms72/3, 3d cr
1/ 9/75 3x28¢ v Bri 143-2,153 Caspary 6/489 Lon pd 1121; ms 72/3 cr
2/13/75 2x28¢ v Bri 153,157,165 Siegel 631/175 Lon pd 2/26; ms48/2, 2d cr
2/24/75 3x28¢ v Bri 143-2,153 Siegel 612/142 Lon pd 3/? ; ms 72/3 cr
3/10/75 28¢ v Bri 146-2,153 Siegel 6311168 Lon pd 3/22; ms 1, 24 cr
3/30/75 3x28¢ v Bri 153,154-2 Siegel 6311180 Lon pd 411 2; ms72/3, 3d cr
4/17/75 2x28¢ v Bri 153,157,165 Harmer 5/61:299 Lon pd 4/30; ms2, 48/2 cr
5/ 4/75 2x28¢ v Bri 146,153,154 Siegel 210/798 Lon pd 5116; ms2, 48/2 cr
5118/75 2x28¢ v Bri 146,153,165 Harmer 5/61:300 Lon pd 5/29; ms 48/2, 2 cr
5/31/75 2x28¢ v Bri 153,157,165 Siegel 631/176 Lon pd 611 2; ms48/2, 2 cr
6/20/75 2x28¢ v Bri 153,157,165 Fox 12/61:793 Lon pd 7/2; ms 48/2, 2d cr
7/ 7/75 27¢ v Bri 158,153 APC # 19 Lon pd 8/4; ms 110 centimes cr
8110/75 2x27¢ v Bri 153,165 Siegel 10/63:682 Lon pd 8/21; ms220/2,2 cr
8/23/75 2x27¢ v Bri 153,165 Fox 12/84:260 Lon pd 9/3; ms 220/2,2 cr

Abbreviations-> Southampton: So; Brindisi : Bri; London: Lon. All covershaveredBoston postmarkoforigin, except 2/7/73,
which is postmarked New Haven.

and settings are still seen in the area .
In Part I of thi s arti cle , I stated that I had record s of 56 cove rs with the 24¢ stamp .

How ever , ex tens ive cross chec king bet ween my lists and tho se of Frank Levi. J r. , reduced
the number to 46 on the final list. Th e o nly way to identify whether a cover with different
recorded da tes is the same piece is by co mpariso n of auction photos , As anyo ne who has
pursued dates and markings from such photos will state . th is procedure is no easy task
conside ring cro pped photos , poor printing of photos, and lack of clarity o f the markings when
originally struck.
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The fina l resu lt of this effort is the precedi ng table which I hope is se lf explanatory as to
the abbrev iations used . The covers are listed chronolog ica lly by the date of mai ling . For each
cover, I have stated the rate . route used , stamps presen t , the source of the information, and a
few descript ive remark s on the vario us mark ings present.

Since this list is a first as far as I am awa re, please fee l free to se nd in co rrec tio ns and
additions . A photo or a clear reproduction would be most helpful.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
With only five yea rs remaining till the 500 th anniversary of the modern discovery of the

New World by Christopher Co lumbus and the Centenn ial of the issuance of the world 's first
officially authorized co mmemorative stamps, the famo us Co lumbian issue, I fee l that these
stamps need to be featured in a detai led series . Th erefore , in the next Chronicle. an
introdu ctory article to this effect will appear by George Arfke n to be follo wed by a regul ar
series of art icles in futur e Chronicles detailing eac h of the 16 stamps of the issue .

I invite all read ers to submit photos of any really interest ing covers using the Col um bian
stamps, includi ng a brief explanation as to why you consider it wo rthy o f featuring in the
Chronicle. I have also undertaken to finish my survey o f surv iving co vers bearing the dollar
values of this issue for publ ication as part of the series. For this ef fort, I so licit all readers to
send in good photos of any such cove rs that they may have; in parti cular those that have not
been so ld in public in the last 20 yea rs . With your help, this co uld be a definitive se t of articl es
on these sca rce and pop ular stamps . I appea l for your inp ut.

One last item: I have recent ly received a letter from a Netherl ands co llec tor of the
bank note stamps who specialises in fancy cance ls, particu larly the NYF M ca nce ls . S ince few
if any Dutch co llec tors share his inte rest, he would like to co rres pond with any U.S .
co llectors of like interest. The address is: Frits van Gulick APS 877 16, Lt. Col Royal Dutch
AF ret. , 387 1 BW Hoeve laken, 3 Smalle Streck , The Netherl and s .
GEM used
U.S. # 68

GEM mint, PFC
U.S. # E4

GEM used , red grid
U.S . #70

SUPERB Quality 19th Century Stamps
of the United States.

//Q uality is our ONL Y Business II

(305) 274-4066 JRallrlal1
P.O. Box 56·1593, Miami , FL 33256

Members: APS
USPCS
ASDA
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor
POSTAL CONVENTION ACCOUNTING WITH ENGLAND
CHARLES J. STARN ES

For fiscal 1859 so me 3,220,582 letters I were exc hanged under the term s of the
U.S. -U .K. postal con vention and regulat ions of 1849 plus the registry system of 1856 . Ma ny
readers are fami liar with the main pro visions of the co nve ntion, but only a hardy few have
bothered with the detail s of the quarterl y account sett ling between the two General Post
Offices in London and Wash ington . Nevertheless . one should apprec iate the vas t amo unt of
work on whi ch the final balance was based. most of it done at the foreign exc hange offices
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Figure 1. Auditor's Summary of U.S,-U.K. Postal Account fo r fiscal 1859.

I . PMG Report for 1959. Wierenga reprint. p. 1479.
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(New York , Boston , Philadelph ia, London , Sou tham pton , Liverp ool ) . Sort ing into ma il
classes (international - paid and unpaid , in tran sit - paid and unp aid , returned , registered ,
etc .) ; marking eac h letter (debits, credits, packet , explanatory) ; then preparing a Letter Bill
for each class of correspondence before pouching and dispatch to the proper Brit ish office
. . . . Then checking the Letter Bill with subsequent Ac know ledgement of Receipt sent back
to the originating office .. .. These two forms, which indicated the amo unts of postage due
the two offices, were the basis for the Quarterly Acco unts made at the London G.p.a . and
then verified at Wa shington.

The end result is illustrated as Figure I , showing the quarterly and total accounting for

.s; an~"'1/,(;' C'Mn"!.~(Jftd",ct:

",. /,(,j ./(~y~/' /h «k~

%-:-'" •.4'",..fI' J:~u~

'pm"'a?' jj6od/ Life..~

.:,.~(~'f, ~d'Jy

Figure 2. G.p.a. of London to PMG at Washington - request for payment owed for third quarter
1858 U.S.-U.K. mails, signed by Rowland Hill, Secretary.
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Figure 2a. Second page of Hill letter.

fiscal 1859 .2 Th e listings follow Chapter s II and II101' the Regulations .J As usual . the cos t o f
the Briti sh mail system wa s high : $200 .598. 3 1 cost to the U.S .

Figure 2 ma y gi ve a bit o f flavor to thi s dr y acc ounting subjec t; it is a requ est for balance
due the United Kingdom for the third qu arter of 1858 , $44 .585. 13 (chec king with the Figure
I amount) from the G .P .O . of London . s igned by the famed Rowl and Hill. postal reformer
and Secretary of the Post Dep artment from 1854-64 . We are indebt ed to Tom Alexa nder for
thi s reminder of a more le isurely era .

2. ibid. . pp . 1486-1487.
3. Chap. II-deb it & credi t markings. rate progression. letter bills . transit mail rates: Chap. III - letter

bills . acknow ledgemen t of receip t. settling of quarterly account, dead letters. etc.
FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS
CHARLES J . STARNES

EXCHANGE OFFICE ERRORS

Demonstrable accounting mistakes (deb its. cred its. etc . ) of the English offices are not
ofte n fou nd. O ur fe llow editor Richard Graham illustra ted an unpaid co ver ' from Fernando
Po to the U. S . in 186 1and exp lained the U.S . had been debited 261t instead of the co rrec t 281t .
T he lette r went by Br. Pkt. to New York and that office add ed the normal 51t U.S . inla nd .
char gin g on ly 3 11t instead o f 331t (Br . v S rate . Apr. 1858-Jan. 1868).

Now , tha nks to our Eng lish member John Sacher. ac tive in the West Africa Study
Circle , another error cover ca n be shown. Figure I . It was mailed. unp aid . from the Briti sh
post office at St. Vin cent , Cape Verd e Island s. in 1856; the U.S . wa s debited 401t instead of
the correct 44 c. Afte r its arriva l by Am . Pkt. at New York . that office foll owed normal
practice to add 2 1¢ fo r U.S . inland and sea to arri ve at 6 11t co llec t instead of 651t (Br. v
England rate , 1ul . 1849-1 ul . 1859). Postages noted on other cov ers of th is period and origi n
co nfo rm to the officia l rates: the inco rrect deb iting was probably done at London or
Liverpool, since the S1. Vince nt office wo uld not know whether Am . or Br. Pkt. would be
used from Eng land .

I. Chronicle 69. 52-3.
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Figure 1. St . Vincent, Cape Verde Islands, to Otsego, New York, 1856. Collect 61e caused by debit
of 40e, instead of 44e on the proper 65e rate. (Sacher coiL)

ARGENTINA v U.S. & FR. PKTS

A survey article/ on these 18/25/43¢ rated covers co nta ined a listin g of 22 item s , Jan.
1868-Dec. 1869. Jeffrey Bohn , who has studied this mail sys tem for years, notes two more
covers to add to the published list.

new no. 7A-as no. 7. except " 16¢ dr U.S."; "25¢ U.S." collect. "unpd. dbl. ": "Winter colI."
new no. 9A-as no. 9. except "NY . 21 Aug. to Providence. R.I. " ; "Bohn coi l."

BRITISH WEST INDIES v ENGLAND to U.S.

A recent artic le:' descr ibed a cover from Bridgetown , Barb ado s , via England to
Philadelphia in 1860, franked at the uncommon Ish .2d. ge neral rate, Jul. 1854-Mar. 1863 .
One of our special investigators has located a similar cover in the Ga llag her co llec tion, Figure
2. It also was from Brid getown , 9 Apr. 1862, and most prob abl y was origina lly franked at

Figure 2. Bridgetown, Barbados, to Philadelphia via England, 1862. (Gallagher coiL)

2. Chronicle / 28. 282-3.
3. Chronicle /32. 284-5.
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1sh .2d., altho ug h one stamp (I d. ?) is missing (indicated by portion of cancel to right of "5"
debit) . T ransit was as directed (ms . "Via Eng land" and "via So uthampto n" ) - via St.
Tho mas , RM SP line to Eng land , thence by Am. Pkt. to New York-Philadelphia. There is a
fai nt rns. " 16" credit to U .S . and black hdstp . 5¢ co llec t at destinat ion.

GOLD FEVER

The tremendou s wo rld impac t of the Ca liforn ia di scover y had its postal co nsequences,
one of which was a new Brit ish mail arrange ment (suppleme nting the U.K .-New York­
Panam a-San Fr anci sco con vention route); it used the Royal Mail Stea m Pac ket line C'West
India Pack et s" ) for transit: Southampton-St. Th om as-P anama-Am . Pkt. to San Francisco."
Ope n mails sys tems from England and France have been discusse d and Holl and rates listed .
Now there can be three more co untries included that used (or at least establishe d) postages for
letters via the "direct" RMSP line:

co untry date rate
Denmark 1856 139 skilling (79¢)
Belgium ' 1850 39 decimes (78¢)
Belgium Aug. 1851 34 decimes (68¢)
Germani' Dec . 1850 34 '14 silbergroschen (82¢)
Germa ny Aug. 1851 33'/2 silbergrosc hen (80¢)
Ge rmany Aug. 1852 30'/2 silbergroschen (73¢)

Somewhe re, perhap s , the re are covers that travelled from these origins by the RMSP route in
the early fifties.

4 . Chronicle 121, 64-67 ; 124, 278-79 .
5. J. Van der Linde n , Tra nsatlantisch e Postverbindingen U.S .A .-Belgie , p. 18. There is illustrated an

1853 cover from Binche , Belg ium, to Nevada City , Ca lifo rnia , which was paid 34 dec . foreig n postage but
was sent via New York , tra nsi t by Cunard Arab ia, Iv. Liverpool 13 Aug. 1853.

6. W . Steven , Zusammenstellung del' Portosdtzefur die Correspondenz mit dem Ausland, p. 61 .
JUST THE FACTS, MA'AM
SUSAN M. MCDONALD

It has been about four yea rs since Richard B. Graham last published a commentary on
auction lot description s (see Chronicle 117:40). These discu ssions have been well received
and instruc tive . The main thrust of Dick ' s rem ark s has been that the prospecti ve bidder
should not be taken in by the peripheral detail - frequentl y fanciful and unsub stanti ated ­
supplied in some descriptions. Th ese often seem to be the products of wild imagin ations but
uninquisiti ve minds. Dick advises that the collec tor should make his own interpretat ion of
co llateral dat a and not accept the ca talog write-up without checking .

Th ere are , however , errors of omission as well. The co llec tor ca n learn to protect
himsel f here too . Whether his interest in co vers relates to postal history or chiefly to the
stamps they bear , at least a rud iment ary knowledge of rates and markings should be
cultivated. Close study of auct ion catalogs, es pec ially the photograph s, is excellent train ing.
Co ntrary to some recent suggestions, the analys is of foreign mail rates is not an eso teric
indulgence for the e ffe te, but a valuable tool for all with a willingness to learn . Oft en auction
descriptions mislead by failing to call atte ntion to facts whi ch sho uld be evide nt to anyo ne
claiming to be a profession al phil ateli st. Som e examples from recent cata logs are illu strative
(the nam es have been omitted to pro tect the guilty).

The cover in Figure 1 was descr ibed , "# 65 , 70 , 3¢ Rose (4x) and 24¢ Red Lilac used in
combination (black gr id pmks) from New York (red Paid 48 cds) via ' Etats-Unis/Serv. ' his to
Pari s (2 diffb/s ' s) , attractive cover, fine- vf. " The truth , but not the who le truth . Th e stam ps
add up to 36¢; how then can the New York exc hange office have stamped "PAID 48" credi t to
France - a marking character istic of a qu adruple Briti sh packet rate to Fran ce (China, of
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Figure 1. Cover to France with 24C and 3C of 1861 issue.

course, was a British packet), requiring 60¢ payment ? A few cove rs have been recorded
where the exchange offi ce stamped an erroneous credi t, but this is not one of them . There is
evidence of a stamp missing at DR (this may not be clear on the second ge neration
reproduct ion), presumably a second 24¢. Did the descr iber know? If so, was he obligated to
ment ion this? I think that' s information you should have , but with a little common sense and
observation you can provide it yourself. A cover missing a stamp needn't be rejected, as long
as the buyer is informed.
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Figure 3. Cover to Russia with 37¢ in stamps of 1861 issue.

The last co ver (Figure 3) is more co mp lex and less clear-cut than the previous ones . It
wa s de scribed , "24¢ Steel Blue (70b) . Used with 12¢ Black (69) & I¢ Blue (63 ) all Fine, wit h
Str. Line ' PA ID ' ca ncels , not tied, on cover to St. Petersburg , Russia via P.C.M ., clear
' Port land Me Am Pkt 46' Excha nge mark on front & blue ms . ' 24/4' ; Cover repai red along R.
side , Ex-Gibso n, Scarce Usage." No dat e is given. The smudged postmark is GORHAM
ME. Th e Prussian C losed Ma il rate to Russia was 37¢ Oct. 1852 to May 1863, then 35¢
throu gh 1867 . Portland wa s a P.c. M. exchange office from May 1861 ; check ing Allan Line
sailing da tes from Portland yie lds Bohemian leaving Ma rch 2, 1862 , as the c losest match.
The problem is that the Portland exc ha nge office marking and the ms. notat ions are
charac teris tic of a dou ble weight unp aid letter. The 46 in the Portland cd s is the U.S . deb it to
Prussia (2 x 23¢ U .S . share ); the "24/4" is the Prussia n debit to Russia , di vided into U.S . and
G .A .P.U. elements and ex pre ssed as silbergrosc hen. The stamps are not tied , and at first I
fe lt sure they had been added . After looking at the Gib son ca ta log , I'm on the fence. Th is
cover was lot 23 1; lot 230 wa s ano ther cover from Gorham to Russia with the same three
stamps, each ca nce lled wit h the same PAID , and not tied . It di ffers in that the Port land cds
shows 14 PAID - the correc t credit on a single prepaid letter. Lot 233 was a prepaid double
lett er from the sa me correspo nde nce with three 24¢ and two Ie,pen cancelled , not tied , with
Portla nd 28 PAID cd s . Another cover fro m this correspo nde nce (S iege l 656:188), obviously
earlie r, bears an 1857 I¢ and three 1857 12¢ , all with pen cancels not tying , ms. 14 credi t,
and boxed AACHEN/F RANCO . Ma ny exchange offices , in rati ng underpaid covers wi th
stamps , adde d an ex planatory "shor t paid" or " insuffic iently pa id" in ms. or by handstamp. I
don 't know wha t Portl ands ' s practice was and can not say whether the ab sence of such a
not ation on the cover in Figure 3 is sig nificant. The stamps may belong , bu t they did not pay
the postage .

In the descripti on s of all three covers important information is miss ing; certai nly the
co lor of the ma rki ngs on the second and thi rd co vers is significant and should have been
supplied . Howe ver , if yo u ha ve followed the d iscussion this far, you ' ll see how you ca n fill in
the blank s for yo urse lf.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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STAMPS WANTED
TOP CASH PRICES PAID

• CO LLECTIONS • ACCUMULATIONS • ESTATES •
• DEALER'S STOCKS • HOARDS •

• UNITED STATES • FOREIGN • COVERS •

WE BUY IT ALL!
• One of the World 's Largest Stamp Firms

• 25 Years Experience

• We Spend Millions of Dollars a Year for
Stamps

• Expert Appra isals and Adv ice

• Immediate Payment - No Collection Too
Large

• We Conduct Public Auctions in New York
City

MEMBER: Ame rican Stamp Dealers' Association
Philatelic Traders' Society (London)

BANK REFERENCE: Horizon Bank
M orristow n, New Jersey

OUR RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL BUYERS
CAN TRAVEL TO YOUl

~~~~ 800·221·0243

C~N~
~ Greg Man ning Co mp an y . Inc . 115 Main Road. Montvi lle, N.J . 0 7045 201 -299-1800
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER. Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 132
Figure I shows a fo lded lette r bearing a vertica l pair of C.S .A. #7 . It is dated (on the

inside) 23 Sept. 1863, afte r the rate change, and thus the 1O¢ postage paid for the short
distance fro m Dickenson Bayou , off Ga lvesto n Bay, to Houston. Both were alo ng the
Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad . The question was about the odd stra ight line
kill er , of whic h a c lose up is shown in Figure 2 . Dick Co rw in, who knows his Co nfederates ,
thinks the markin g is " PA ID : ' although all letter parts do not correspond. Oth er responders
also suggested " PA ID" as a last resort , but with doubts . Richard Frajola did not agree and
suggested that it wa s so me strange word, similar to "GO LIAD," Leonard Hartmann spent
so me time maki ng tra c ings and bel ieve s it is "- -PA ID:' with the first two characters possibly
related to ra te . Leonard has co llec ted Co nfederates for ove r 25 years and has not seen the
ki ller until now . A response was also received from Buck Boshw it. Perhaps there is a reader
who ca n ident ify it wit h certainty?

-------~_.~-_.......---

Figure 1. Confederate cover w ith pair of 5C. local printing .

Figure 2. Enlarge­
ment of stamp
area of Figure 1.

Figure 3 shows the strange cover with a Cuban stamp can celed by a New York cds. Our
only responder , Th ero n Wierenga , writes:

This co ver would be " norma l" if it ju st had 10 cents in United States postage . Why I
canno t ex pla in , but it appea rs that the y~ reale stamp got by the postal clerk. The Cuban stamp
was ce rtainly no t goo d for U.S . postage .

The insc ription read s " Steamer Cahawba." The Report of the Postmaster General for
1854 refer s to thi s ship . On page 634 we read :

Similar arra nge me nts have been made during the year. with the prop rietors of the
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Figure 3. Cuban stamp tied to cove r to Cuba by New York postmark.

steamers Black Warrior and Cahawba, to convey mails semi-monthly between New
York and Havana , and New Orleans and Havana, at two cents a letter; and also with the
proprietor of the steamship Jewe ss, to convey mails once in every twe nty day s between
New York and Nassau, New Providence, returning by way of Havana, at the same rate
of compensa tion.

So , begi nning in 1854 the Cahaw ba was a contract steam sh ip, runni ng betwee n New York
and New Orleans , via Havana . She was bui lt in 1854, and was operated by Living ston,
Crocheron and Com pany. My records show her runn ing with the Black Warrior very regularly
during 1856 . I have not checked beyond 1856 but suspect they opera ted unti l the Civ il War
interrupted their service . She was sold at public auction , 1865 .

As regards the Cuba n NA marki ngs, La Empresa de Correos Maritimos, pub lished in
1972 , illustra tes severa l NA marki ngs . Some include a I or 2, while others read "N .A .l 1 R I. "
and " NE/2 Rs. ." From this it appear s that the numbers represent pos tage due in reales, one rea le
being 12 '12 cents .

We cannot tell from the cover if the recipient paid I rea le , or only 1J2, with credi t for the
stamp killed in N. Y . Also, there is no explanat ion yet for the pencil mark ing ("A"?) just
touching the cds. Further answers to this interesting item are invited.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 4. Cover from British Honduras to the U.S. in 1868.
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Figure 4 shows a cover which attracted interest in the Hart Sale held by Maresch in
Toronto in 1978 . It bea rs four copies of the Briti sh Honduras one penn y blue , # I , issued in
1865 , cance led by " A06 ." The dupl exed New Orleans cds hit the wing copy. The Bel ize
markin g is dated 27 Feb. 68 . Why the four stamps , the 3¢ U.S . enve lope, and the " DUE T "?
Was the steamship British or American?

Figure 5. Cover from New Brunswick to England via the U.S. with N.B. and U.S. stamps.

Figure 5 shows anoth er problem cover which some of our readers may have noted on the
cover of Harmers of New York auction catalog for sale 29 Oct. 1986. Shown in co lor, it is
splendid , and was in the co llec tions of Sey bold and Dale-L ichten stein. By the time you read
this, it will have a new ow ner who may have paid into five figures, although there was no
estima te . The cover bears two copies of New Brunswick # 4 , the 6d olive yellow. Affixed
ove r them is a U.S . 1857 I¢ type V and a 3¢ type I. All four stamps are killed by " PAID" in
red . The other markings are in red also . Th is is an interesting express and Briti sh packet item ;
but what do the U.S . stamps represe nt? Where were they applied, and why? Send answers
and new candidat es to the Cincinnati P.O. Box , soo n, please .

Review: Confederate States of America, Philatelic Subject Index and Bibliography,
1862-1984. By Richard H. Byne of Texas. Hardbound , about II " high by 8" wide by I"
th ick , 336 page s, attractive grey cloth binding. Price is $45, postpaid (book rate) to any UPU
country in the world . It is available from Leonard H. Hartm ann, P.O. Box 36006, Loui sville ,
Ky. 40233 . This book wa s publi shed in the fall of 1986, and has sold rather well , showing the
continuing interest in Civil War material.

Byne , born in 1921 , is retired recentl y from a government job ; but this book took about
two decades to writ e . He scoured magazine s, stamp show program s, journals, bulletin s ,
auction ca talogs , and book s . He doubl e checked entries, using a computer , and was most
methodical. The result is useful , and even easy to use after a few trials. Having stopped
co llecting Tennessee Confederate materi al , and now concentrating on Kentucky , and, in
spite of the paucity of covers from Ky. , I have found some helpful entries in Bynes book .

One missing item co nce rned Zollicoffer , and Hartmann explains that Bynes book
covers facts made publ ic only through 1984 , and that the information about Zolli coffer
publi shed independentl y by Jaronski and Gallagher was in 1985 and 1986 . Hartm ann is
consideri ng a seque l which might come out in 1990 .

Both stamp co llec tors and postal historians interested in the Confederacy should get a
copy of this first edit ion while ava ilable.

Scott Gallagher
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