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and righ t. Yet each can properly be described as "fin e." To
make sure the bett er "tine " gets the bett er price ,
we photo it. Wh o benefi ts ') Both you and the
buyer.

I work for you in other ways:

All auction catalogs are not created
equal. I hones tly think mine arc better.
Since "p rese ntati on " in a cata log is so im
portant. yo u'll sec that I pictu re 75fJr of the
item s. man y lar ge r than ac tua l s ize. This
7Y Ir com pares with an averag e of 5()':'r in
mos t othe rs' cata logs. Tha t's im portan t for

your ma te rial. because mo st bu yers ca n't
come personall y to view the lots. If a buye r

ca n 't see what he 's buying , chances arc he
won 't buy. But a photo do cs the trick . Also,
you 'll find the import ant items illus trate d in

fu ll col or in ev ery sa le. T his draws atten tion to them and
they reali ze more. And as mu ch as possib le, we position
pho tos adja cent to the ir lot desc ript ion. Th at 's a co nve n
ience to the buyer and a g iant headache
to us. But since buy ers expect it an d
se lle rs req uest it. we do it.

A truism: "If you ' re willing to
sell , they're willing to bu y," I mak e
sure your ma terial is offered in my
cata logs to tho usa nds of co llector
spec ia lists and dealers he re and
abroad. Th eir collecting interests
cover a broad spect rum. They 're a
very recep tive audience for q ualit y
material and they' re seri ous bu yer s.

As an auc tion is concl uded and
the hammer fal ls on the last lot. we 'll
a lready be has tening our se tt lement with yo u to ge t your
money into your han ds. A nu mbe r of factors will be
work ing for yo u here. Fir st. our computerized system
elimina tes the mountai n of ted ious pap er work in tra ck ing
and invo ici ng every lot and bidde r. Se con d ly, our buye rs
tend to pay promptl y: we discou rage slow payers by drop
ping them fro m the cata log list. Most imp ort ant , our return
rat e is surpr is ing ly low. We work hard at tha t by making
sure our de scriptions arc acc urate , our clai ms no t exagger
ated , and most ma te ria l photographed.

Let me respectfully sugges t that when the time
comes to sell , take a few minutes for a toll-free call to
me (800·424·9519). Let 's discuss your collection. You
may end up putting me to work for you then and there.

Wh en it 's time to consign your "yes t er d ay 's col 
lection" to auction, call me. I'll go to work for you
right away. Firs t, I'll personall y co me out to see you. (I f
I' m not in whe n you call, it 's because I'm on the roa d
see ing anothe r co llec tor. But I'll ca ll yo u back. ) Th en . in
the comfor t and privacy of you r home or office we ca n
di scu ss the best wa y to han dle your co llec tion. You' ll tind
me he lpfu l and sy m pathe tic .

As soon as your material is
in my shop , I'll study it to de

termine the be st way to
realize the most for you.

Import ant de c isions wi ll
be weig hed. Sha ll we
clea r it all out in a
s ing le auc tion " Shall
we place part s of it in

our auc tions of spec ia l
ized mater ial where they

would fit in nicel y'! Sha ll
we place part s into sa les of

"name" collec tions whe re the y might be enhanced by such
proximity " Sha ll we put aside exceptio na l items for incl u
sio n in o ur an nua l Gem Sa le whe re rea liza tion s arc ofte n
asto nish ing " You wo n't be left ou t of these de libera tio ns.
You 'll ge t my recomm end at ions and reasons why be fore
we lock up the sales.

After th at , we 'll turn to the critical business of
lotting and describing , We pride ourse lve s on th is. Since
we know our co llec tor-buyers , we break lots do wn with
the ir inte rests in mi nd . We don 't cherry-p ick the easy one s
and rele ga te the res t to lar ge lot s and rem ainders. We milk
each decent item . This mean s be tter rea lizat ion s for the
collec tor-se ller. In eac h lot , we look for the "hidden va lue"
- the un usu al cancel. the faint double transfer, the ou t
of-the -o rdi na ry usage tha t would mak e that item a prized
add ition to a co llec tion. And thi s too makes for bett er
real ization s fo r you .

We' re met icu lous in our descrip tions. For instance .
when is "fine" no t so fine '! A sta mp off-cente r top and
bo ttom is wort h more tha n the same item off- cente r left

Put.me to
work for you.

CALL: (202) 638-5658

AGf~

JrL '?r~

Kauf~1:~1riii~ ' ..
t522 K Street, N.W
Washington, D. C. 20005 Inc.--
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE

Shown above is a photograph of the Mortimer L. Neinken award , pre sented annually to
the best article on stamps publi shed in the Chronicle . The purpose of this award is to
encourage readers to contribute arti cles on stamp subjects for publication . It is hoped the
representation of thi s handsome plaque will induce some of yo u to take up pen , or typewriter,
or word proc essor , and submit the result s to the appropri ate sec tion edi tor.
Review: Steam and the North Atlantic Mails. By J. C. Arnell. Publ ished 1986 by Unitrade
Press, 127 Ca rtwr ight Ave . , Toront o , Ont. , Canada M6 A IV4 . 305 pages, about 140
illustrations . Available postp aid at $75 Ca nadian, $55 U.S. from the publi sher and from
man y deal ers .

Thi s vo lume ga thers and ex pands a ser ies of articl es written by Dr. Arne ll for The
Canadian Philatelist 1969-72 and 1982-84 , entitled " Highlights from the Earl y Days of the
Cun ard Line. " The material has been aug mented and reorganized so that it effectively traces
the enormous tran sformation which the de velopment of ocean- goin g stea ms hips effected in
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transatlantic mail service. Although emphasis remains on the Cunard Line, other major lines
are also discussed so that an ove rview of services at mid-centu ry is presented .

The mai n focus is on mails between Great Britain and British North America. Here Dr.
Ame ll provides , through co ntemporary sources (some previously unpubl ished), many
fascinating details of the proposals and discussions of British postal and provincial officia ls
on the possible arra ngements for steam packet serv ice. The considera tio ns moti vat ing the
British Post Office , and the fac tors influenc ing negot iation of the Cunard contrac t are
revealed . A chapter on intern al co mmunica tions offe rs a clea r pictu re of the extreme
difficulti es encountered in ove rland carriage of mails from Halifax to the Ca nadas . Eve ntu
ally this pro blem was overcome by an agreeme nt for transmission ove r U.S . terri tory, as
described in another chapter.

Chapters on Admiralty age nts; mail preparation , handling , and sorting ; and competition
from forward ing age nts and ex presses co ntain valuable insights into various aspects of
transatlantic mail functions.

The second half of the book deals with some of the U.S. steamship lines , such as Co llins
and Inman , and therefore discusses and illustrates U.S . transatlantic mail s to some degree .
The Allan Line and its U.S . connec tions are ex plained thoroughly . The narrat ive ends with
the establishment of the Ge nera l Postal Union and Universal Postal Union .

The subject matter and treatm ent are of grea t interest and well presented. The descrip 
tions by passengers of the trials and tribul ations of an Atlantic passage strike me as ove rlong,
but this is a matter of personal taste. My only criticisms relate to produ ct ion : many cover
illustrat ions appear to be touched -up photoco pies - in this price range halftones would be
appropriate. Some typos are inevitable , but my tolerance was exceeded . Layout is uni magi
native; all cover illustra tions bein g placed at the bottom of the page . But these are minor
cavi ls. Jack Ame ll has produced an excellent book, full of useful information attrac tive ly
presented. Recommended for anyo ne interested in transatlantic mails, no matter the country.

Susan M. McDonald
Two more volumes in Jim Hennok ' s series of postal history co llections are now
ava ilable: Transat lantic Stampless Mai l to and from the United States, co llected by Jack
Ame ll, FRPSC, and Upper and Lower Canada Cross -Border Mail to 1851 , co llected by Earl
E. Palmer. Either book is priced at $25 .00 Canadian , $ 18.50 U.S . postpaid from Jim A.
Hennok Ltd. , 185 Queen St. Eas t, Toront o , Ont. , Canada M5A IS2. The books are soft
cove r, approx imately 300 8 '12 by II pages , and reproduce actual album pages. Because of
the reproduction method , some lightl y struck markings are faint, but the descriptive text is
detailed . Jack Ame ll's pages trace the logical prog ression of transatlant ic service from the
late 17th century to 1875 and illu strate many specialized aspects of the mails with well
analyzed exa mples . It is an excellent co mpanion to his book reviewed above .

Earl Palmer ' s co llection of early cross border material is presented in sections by
exc hange offices, although one of the most important - the Mont real-New York throu gh
mail - is not separately represented . The co llection co ntains much rem arkable mater ial
which should be suffic ient indu cement to purchase for interested co llectors . Some of the
write-ups, unfortunately , do not measure up , and the rate analysis is sometimes dubi ous. Mr.
Palmer includes a great many transatlant ic covers to and from Canada via the U.S. , so that the
transatlantic aspec t is often prominent. The most interesting and unusual item s, however, are
the early covers that co me within a strict de finition of "cross border. "

The New Jersey 'Postal History Society has rece ntly produced Illustrated Directory:
New Jersey 18471ss11e Cove rs , edited by Brad Arch and ava ilable from him at 144 Ham ilton
Ave., Clifton, N .J . 070 11 for $3 .00 . All know n New Jersey cove rs bearin g the 1847 issue
(including covers expertized as fakes) are listed in a computer printout. All for which photos
could be located are illustrated in order in this 44 -page booklet. A most worthwhile reference
for anyo ne interested in the 1847s .
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EDUCATIONAL

The Confederate Stamp Alliance is the only group of

its kind devoted exclusively to the study of the stamps and

postal history not only of the Confederacy, but the civil war

in general. The Alliance promotes research of the 1861

65 period which often goes beyond the postal aspect

touching on the military and political history as well. If
you , like so many others, share an interest in this fascinat

ing era of our country's history, please consider these

advantages to membership:

* A subscription to "The Confederate Philatelist"the
award-winning journal of research issued every other

month.

* Access to the respected Confederate Stamp Alliance
Authentication Committee, a recognized authority

offering certificates of authentication on stamps and

covers of this period.

* Promotion of writing and research through the
cooperation and exchange of information among

members with a 50 year tradition of fraternity and

fellowship.

For a complimentary copy of "The Confederate

Philatelist" as well as further information and an applica

tion for membership, please write :

Buck Boshwit

46 N. Third Street, No. 208

Memphis, TN 38103
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
WHARTON SINKLER:

A PHILATELIC TINKERS TO EVERS TO CHANCE
STANLEY M. BIERMAN. M.D.

If anonymity be the chosen cloak that guards one from undesired inqui ry to insure
privacy , Wh arton Sinkl er took co ns ide rable ca re to shie ld his own involvem en t fro m public
view in gathering one of the fines t co llections of United States Ge neral Issues in block s of
four then ex tant. Little biographic material co nce rning this distin gu ished co llec tor ever
appeared in the phil atel ic periodi cals of the era eve n though he possessed a wo rld class
co llec tion. In a br ief period fro m 1924 to 1926 Sinkler qui etl y put together one of the wo rld's
finest spec ialize d collec tio ns of U.S. General Issues and, fo llow ing a mom ent of phil ateli c
indec isive ness, burst upon the philateli c sce ne with a wonde rful displ ay at the 1926
Intern ational Philatelic Exhibition held in Ne w York Cit y . W ith a rebirth in his interest in the
hobb y , he formed a second major U.S. co llection, and then quietl y sank into phil ateli c
obscurity. Except for periodi c displ ays of spec ialized porti ons of his co llec tion to the
phil ateli c elite at the Collectors Club of New York , he retained his quiet ano nymity until the
dispersal of his great collec tion at two epoc ha l sa les held by Euge ne Klein (# I 16 and 117) in
the 1940s . Thi s peculiar "ama lga ma ted" co llectio n which had bee n assembled , so ld off in
near entire ty, and then reassembled from var ious Phil adelphia ow ners, as viewe d in the pages
of Kle in ' s March 8, 1940 , and May 16, 1940 , auction ca talogs is an awesome stateme nt of
philatelic co mp leteness in its remarkable displ ay of U.S. General Issues in blocks of four.
Th e means whereby this remarkable philate lic co llect ion was formed ca n ge nerally be pieced
toge ther from knowledge of stamps in the possession of Philip H. Wa rd, Jr. , Henry C.
Gibson , Sr., and Ca pta in Edward H. Wood: a sort of ph ilatelic Ti nkers to Evers to Chance .

Sin kler co uld trace his ancestry to forebears who ca me to Amer ica from Scotl and in the
18th ce ntury . Jam es Sinkler, a Scottis h farmer, settled with his wife and four childre n in 1742
at Belvedere Plantation , St. John ' s Pari sh , some 60 miles from Charles ton, Sou th Carol ina ,
where the famil y raised co tto n and the Scott ish immigrant ' s enterprise prospered . Sinkler' s
ow n father, Whart on Sinkler , was born in Philadelphia on August 7, 1845 , the son of Charles
and Emily Wh arton Sin kler. Th ere was a family tie by Sinkler ' s wife to Joseph Wh arton
( 1826- 1909) who was one of the founders of Bethl ehem Stee l, and which patri arch helped
found in 1881 the Wh arton School of Finance and Commerce at the Univ ersity of Pennsyl
vania with an initi al grant of $ 100 ,000 . With the outbreak of the Ci vil War, Wharton Sinkler
joined the Confederate Army where he saw serv ice as a Major in the 2nd Sou th Carolina
Ca valry. Following the cessation of hostilities he entered medi cal schoo l at the Uni versity of
Penn sylvania and following graduation in 1868 began spec ializi ng in the fie ld of neurology .
He became a pioneer in the study of epi lepsy, and co ntr ibuted many publications to the
scientific literature . He was marri ed in Februa ry 1872 to Ella Brock from which union five
sons and three daughters we re born , of whi ch Wharto n Sinkler, his namesake , was the
seve nth child.

Wh arton Sinkler, the su bjec t of this biograph y , was born on Jul y 2, 1885, at Jen kins
town, Pa. , into thi s large , prosperous and dist ingui shed famil y . His ea rly educa tio n was at
Episcopa l Aca de my located in Merion , Pa . Gi ven the strong family ties with the Universi ty
of Pennsylva nia where his fathe r was a trustee , Sinkler entered the Unive rsity and graduated
with a bachelor of Arts degree in 1906 . Sinkler was a natural athlete and played for the All
Ame rica n football team in 1904 and also enjoyed track and rowi ng eve nts. Th ere is little
doubt that a youthful Wharton Sinkler met Hen ry C. Gibson whi le the two we re stude nts at
the Universi ty of Penn sylvania . Whether the two ce mented philatelic frie nds hips in co llege
\58 Chronicle 135 I August \987 I Vol. 39. No.3



can only be sur mised , bu t both went on to ga the r wo rld fam ous co llec tions through the
friendly and persuas ive aus pice s of ano ther Ph iladelphi an , Ph ilip H . Ward , Jr . , who was the
city's leadi ng stam p dealer.

Wharton Sinkle r

Following gradua tio n Si nkler e ntered the fa mily business as an investm ent broker and
set about ma nag ing his not incon siderable portfolio of stocks and investm ent s along with coal
mining and banking interests as Director of Jen kin stown Na tiona l Bank. Sinkler was a
partner in Elkins Morris & Co . inves tme nt bank ers which merged with anoth er firm (Stokes)
in later yea rs. In 1910 he marri ed Lou ise Bro ma ll Elkins, a literate , g ifted and charming
Phil adelphian . Daught er of financier George W . Elkins who help ed found the Phil adelphia
Tr ansit A utho rity, Loui se was ea rly on taught by her fath er that atte ntion to civic dut y and the
commo n good was the inescapabl e res ponsibility of wealth and soc ial positi on . She was in
time to become one of the imp ort ant fig ures of Ph iladelphia phi lanthropy and an ac tive and
energetic pat ron of the arts . Three children we re born to the un ion : Wh arton Sinkler, Jr.
(19 14), W illiam (19 19), and Lou ise ( 1926) .1

With the outbreak o f Wo rld War I, the 32 year o ld Sinkler joi ned the armed services and
rece ived his off ice r's training at Fo rt Niagara, N .Y. Elevated to the rank of Ca ptain, he was
attached to the 3 l2th field ar tille ry and sent to Fra nce . While on active dut y, Sinkler was
struck with a near fatal case of viral influen za . He returned hom e afte r the war to res ume his
business career wit h the Elkins Morris Co . In add ition he se rved on the boards of tru stees of
several ins titutions including Jenkinstown Bank and Trust , Meadowbrook Schoo l, and
Huntington Va lley Cha pe l. He had far -flung interests including horticulture and raised prize

I. Lo uise E. Sinkler. Leaves Folded DOII'n. Rave rford House. 1971.
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orchids which we re show n at numero us horticultural shows.
Sinkler was a striking ly handsome man with angular features and a dapper mustache .

His dis tinguished visage belied a ge nuine puckish sense of humor. He was artic ulate in his
written words and was a war m and genero us individual. Despite his busy business career he
found time to invo lve himsel f with many chari table enterprises . Most of the Sinkle rs'
philanth rop ic activ ities were do ne in a qui et , anonymous fashion. He employed many
dow n-and-o ut workers during the painful and troublesome time of the Depression and was
known to have underwritten the costs of sending a young girl with polio to Warm Springs,
Geo rgia, to undergo treatmen t for the crippling affl iction. Sinkler was an enthusias tic
yachtsman and avid horseman ; a pa inting of him shows him as Mas ter of the Hounds at the
Huntin gton Valley Hunt . He also was a co llector of decorative arts and donated fine paint ings
by such art ists as John Singer Sargent, Benja min West , and Gi lbert Stuart to the Phil adelphia
Museum of Art . He had an ab iding interest in music , played the violin, and along with his
wife devoted much of his time to the Phi ladelphia Sy mphony Orc hestra .

Sinkler was firs t bitten by the philatelic bug in the early 1920s having begun his stamp
collecting career as a child . Phil ip H. Ward, Jr . , the Philade lphia stamp dealer , came to play a
major role in the formation of many world class co llec tions.? Ward's position as philatelic
advisor to the Philade lphia elite was we ll ensco nced by this time. Wa rd's philate lic
assoc iation with Hen ry Gibson has been previously chronicled .3 Wa rd was also to build the
"Mr. X" co llec tio n, so ld by him in the I938-39'era and later determined to be the pro perty of a
Philadelphia banker named George Ty ler who was married to Stella Elkins, Louise Sinkler's
sister. In May 1924 Ward so ld Sinkler his magn ificent co llection of U .S. Ge nera l Issues
which he had assemb led over a 25 yea r per iod . Co nsisting of mint speci mens of nearly all
ear ly Ge nera l Issues , and blocks of four of issues from 1890 to 1925 , the acq uisi tio n
established Sinkler as one of the nat ion' s leading phila telists. From that time forward, Sinkler
acquired most of the important phil atelic item s that came to market by auctio n or by private
treaty. Ward traveled to Lond on on behalf of his cl ient for the Nicholas Wa terhouse sale held
by Putt ick and Simpson on November 11 -14 , 1924 . Mos t of the "rara avis" of this sa le,
including the fines t known used block of eight of the 5¢ US 1847 issue (ex-William Aldrich,
$300) were acquired for Sinkler for $3 ,800. Further rarities were purchase d at the Carroll
Chase sale of 1851- 1857 issues held on May 23 ,1925, by Daniel Kelleher , and at the John
Bister sale of Oc tober 23 , 1925, held by J .c. Morgenthau. When the grea t Joe T . Lozier
collection was purchased by Sco tt Stamp and Co in Co . on Jul y 24, 1924 , Ward acquired
upwards of ha lf of the co llection at a reported price of $60,000 for Sinkler. Perhaps the most
notable item in the co llection was a pair of the 2¢ Pan American inverts in blocks of four, one
of which was to end in Sinkle r's co llection and the other to later appear in Col. Edward
Gree n's co llec tio n. Lozier himself had the pick of rarities from the Worthingto n collec tion;
these now found a new home in Sinkler's album. Sinkler owned a profusion of 1851 and 1861
issues in large blocks , and his 1869 Pictorial co llection was certai nly the finest extant fro m
the pick of large ex- Worthington blocks including a block of 32 of the I¢ and a block of 20 of
the 15¢; he also acq uired a block of four of the 1918 C3a.

In a two year spa n from 1924 to 1926 , the philatel ically possessed Sinkler spent
$200,000 under Wa rd tutelage . When a frie nd chastened Sinkler that he would not see a
quarter of his stam p inves tment at resa le, Sinkler, under the press ure of th is advice and his
own kee n busin ess sense , tu rned to Ward who mag nani mously took back the entire
collect ion. An advertisement was placed in the January 4 , 1926 , issue of Me kee l's Weekly

2. Philip H. Ward , Jr., "The Wharton Sink ler Co llec tion of United States Stamps," Mek eel' s Weekly
Stamp News. XXXIX, 565-66 (# 1820, Nov . 23, 1925) .

3. S .M . Bierman, " Henry C. Gibson , The Centennial Philatelist ," Chronicle 128:224-3 1 (Vol. 37,
No.4 , Nov. 1985).
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The

PHILIP H.

Ward's advertisment of the Sinkler collection, Mekeel's, January 4, 1926.

Stamp Neil's designating the co ntents of the co llec t ion which was appra ised at $24 1,530. 50
(see accompanyi ng reproducti on of Wa rd 's ad) and described as the mos t va luab le co llection
of U.S . Ge neral Issues ever offere d at pr ivate sa le . The adve rtiseme nt stated that each piece ,
inc ludin g the recently acquire d Waterh ouse block of e ight of the 5¢ U.S . 1847 was
individua lly priced , and wo uld rem ain in Ph iladelphi a until Feb ruary 15 .1 926. It is believed
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that nearl y the who le of the U.S . spec ialized co llec tio n was acquired through Wa rd by
anothe r well-hee led Phil adelph ian , Ca pt. Edward R . Wood , Jr. , a prominent banker and
enginee r in the c ity . Already mounted and annotated by Ward , the co llec tio n was entered by
Wood in the Oc tober 16-13, 1926 , Intern ation al Phil atelic Ex hibit ion held in New York Ci ty .
It may be assumed that S ink ier was much chag rine d when the Wood entry of 19th Ce ntury
U.S. Ge nera l Issues presented in four fram es wo n a go ld medal at the Exhibition agai nst
Sinkler's single fra me entry of remainders fro m his ow n collection wh ich won a silver.

Given second thought s to the somewhat precipi tate sale of his award-winning col 
lection , Sinkler we nt on to rebu ild his U.S . General Co llection, purchasing portions of the
Gibson dispersa l in 1929 whic h was offe red by Ward for a figure in excess of $100,000 .
Included were blocks of four of the Ie,2¢ and 4¢ Pan American inverts. Th e remai nder of the
Wood co llec tio n va lued in excess of $250,000 and described in Wa rd's newsletter of
November 1930 , and advert ised in the October 30, 1930 , issue of Mekee l's Weekly Sta mp
News was repurchased in part by Sinkler. Additiona l entries into the growing co llection ca me
from dispersals at the Hind and Walcott auctions and by private placem ent s fro m the Se nator
Ernes t Ackerman collection. Sinkler did ex hibit his co llec tion of U.S. Department als and
Revenu es before an appreciat ive crowd at the Collectors Club of New York in November
1928 .4 Con sidered one of the finest Official collection s eve r form ed , and nearly all ex- Wood
in provenance , it co ntai ned most issues in blocks of four or nine and included ex-Ac kerma n
Department of State doll ar va lues. Sinkler did allow one final show ing of his co llectio n by
Philip H. Ward , Jr . , in March 1935 at the Co llec tors Club of New York before closing his
co llect ion from public view .5 It is of so me interest that neither Sinkler nor Gibson chose to
show his marvelous co llec tion at the 1936 Intern ational Ph ilatelic Exhibitio n.

Perh aps tiring of his co llec tion, Wharto n Sinkler chose to dis pose of his hold ings at two
auctions held by Euge ne Klein , a Ph iladelph ia stam p dealer , on March 8 and May 17 , 1940 .
With little fanfa re in the phil atel ic periodicals of the day , one of the grea tes t co llec tio ns of
U.S. Ge neral Issues ever formed was put up to auctio n. In attendance at the sale were Spencer
Ande rson, Vahan Mozian, Ezra Co le, Daniel Kelleher, Alfred Brigham , H.A. Robinette ,
Carl Pelander , and other major name dealers including Phil ip H. Wa rd, Jr. It is be lieve d that
the cho ice of the Kle in auc tio n house over Ward ' s ow n auct ion company was de termi ned by
the fact that Ward did not wis h any hint of impro prie ty in bidding on Sinkler 's mater ial for his
ow n stock .

Highli ght s of the firs t Kle in sa le (# 11 6) included blocks of four of the 4¢ Co lumb ian
co lor erro r@$3,000 and $4 issue @ $ I ,600; all the 1908 blui sh paper issues in blocks of four
were offered with the 8¢ go ing for $4,000; the blocks of four of the Pan America n inve rts so ld
for $ 1,25 0, $ 1,960 and $ 10, 000 for the I¢, 2¢ and 4¢ denomination s. The latter item s were
acquired by Y. Sou ren . Almost eve ry lot in the sa le cons isted of blocks of four issues . Th e
sale was highli ght ed by a fine Offi cial , Dues and New spaper sec tion. The I I7th Klein sa le
was the super ior sale and included unu sed blocks of four of the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 s along with
similar se ts of the re- issues (ex -Ac kerma n) . Wh ile prices reali zed of the sa le are not present in
the refe rence ca ta log ue , the di spl ay of General Issues in blocks of four from 1847 to 1869 was
of remarkable prop or tion s in respect to co mpleteness . Th e Pictorial issues were all repre
sen ted , wi th the 90¢ as a mint block of four.

With the fina l sa le of his stam p co llec tion, Wharto n Sinkler ret ired to leisurely activities
and ph ilanth rop y as trus tee for Big Brothers and adv isor to local hospitals . In 1948 Loui se
and Wharton Sinkle r purc hased the "Guildford" located just outside of Ph iladelphia , near
Chestn ut Hill. Th is wo nde rful house which sits on a 32 acre estate had been built in the 1920s
by Samuel P. Rotan , District Attorney for the City of Philadelph ia. Rotan disassembled an
old English manor house , whose provenance co uld be dated to Elizabethan times, and

4. Philip H. Ward. Jr. . "Si nkler Exhibit ," Collectors Club Philatelist, VIII. 45 (Jan. 1929).
5. Charles Phillips, "Sinkler U.S . Exhibi t," MWSN, XLIV, 141 (#2307 , March 25, 1935).
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transpo rted the anc ient stones, panels , woodwork , doors and arc hes from add itional old
English esta tes to Ph iladelphia where an architect reconstructed the cas tle . Of some interest ,
Rotan had married Alle thaire Elkins , the widow of Philadelphia milli onaire Geo rge W .
Elkins and thu s stepmothe r to Lou ise Si nkler. The Si nklers lived at G uildford for almos t 20
years until Wharto n Sinkler ' s death at age 82 on Se pte mber 8, 1967 .6 Sink ler ' s modest
biograph y in the obi tuary co lumn of the day did not menti on his ph ilateli c ac hieve ments, nor
was menti on made in the ph ilateli c press of his passing . Nevertheless in look ing over the
broad land scape of major U .S . Gen er al co llec tio ns formed dur ing the 20th ce ntury, Wharton
Si nkler ' s nam e surely stoo d high in the rank s of greatness .

In 1971 Guildford wa s donated to the University of Pennsylvania whe re the structure is
curre ntly used for educa tio na l co nferences . In 1972 the Universit y of Pennsylva nia co nferred
upon Lou ise Elkins Sinkler the title of Honorary Doctor of Laws in recogni tion of a lifetime
of phil anthropi c serv ices to community hosp itals and for her work wi th Philadelphia ' s
Muse um , Orchestra and Lib rary .

The author is indebt ed to Jerry Shenker and Alfred Borie of Phil adelphi a for their kind
and generous help in the research , and to Mrs . Lou ise Hoffman for her persona l famil y
insight s.

6 . Anon. . " Wharto n Sinkler Dies at 82:' Philadelphia Bulletin . Se pt. 10 . 1967 .
VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J. C. ARNELL

3. Ship Letter Markings

Although the requi reme nt that the masters of ves se ls arriv ing at a Br itish port were to
hand over any lett er s entrus ted to their care to a Post Office official for asses sment of postage
was established by the Ordinance of 1657 and the Ac t of 1660 , these laws gave no sanction to
the Post Off ice to include the trad itional Id. Stg . ca ptain' s gratuity with the assessed inland
postage. Thi s paym ent was finall y included in the 1711 Act (9 Anne c . lO) and from then until
1796 , all incom ing ship lett er s we re assessed one penny more tha n the inland postage .

For the first fif ty years, there wa s no systematic meth od of identifying such letters ,
although in most cases manu script endorseme nts g iving the nam e of the vessel and/or master ,
and sometimes its destinat ion , es tablish wi th certainty that a part icul ar cover was an

Figure 1. Letter from Charles Town dated 14 June 1766. Carried by the Fanny, Capt. Sampson, to
Portsmouth, where struck with the newly-issued "PORTSMOUTH/SHIP LRE" and rated 4d. Stg.

postage due (3d. inland + 1d. captain's penny - under 80 miles) to London, where it was
backstamped on 30 August.
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incomin g ship letter . If the port of arriva l is indicated , then the assessed postage will co nfirm
whether it includes the ex tra penn y as well as the inland postage to London , for all such letters
had to be sent to Lond on on their way to the final destination , and London added the ex tra
postage from there to dest ination . The covers illustrat ing the first article show this clearly .

Eve n before the 171 1 Act, the Boston post office was writing "B Sh" on incoming ship
letters and co ntinued using variations - " Bos Shp," " Bo Sh" and "Sh" - unt il the end of the
century . Oth er American port s bega n writing "Sh" later in the century and with the
introduction of straight line town hand stamp s from 1770 , they were used in associa tion with
the manu script "Sh."

Figure 2. Letterfrom Philadelphia dated 7 November 1768. Carried by Capt. Falconerto Plymouth.
where struck with " PLYMOUTH/SHIP LRE" and rated 5d. Stg. postage due 14d. inland over 80
miles + captain 's penny) to London. where it was backstamped on 12 December.

While some manu script "S hip" marks were put on incoming letters in Great Britain, it
was not a genera l practice. As a result , the General Post Office in Lond on was often unable to
check whether a letter was a ship letter or not , and therefore could not determine whether the
correct postage due had been charged. The 1765 Act changed this , as the genera l issue of the
first type of ship letter handstamps (SHIP LR E) began the following year.

The first port s to recei ve the new hand stamps were those where transatlantic vessels
were likely to make their first landfall and deli ver the Mail. These were:

Figure 3. Letter from Falmouth. England. dated 8 March 1774 to Newport, R.I., where marked "Sh
4" in manuscript to show 4d. Stg. postage due and backstamped " NEWPORT" on 1 May.
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Bristol
Port Glasgow

Brighth elrnstone (Brighton)
Co wes

1770

1771

1769

1768Dover
Lond on
Plymouth
Poole
Port smouth

Beaumaris (Anglesey. Wa les)
Deal
Falmo uth

1767

1766

Edinburg h
Weymouth

Liverp ool
So uthampton

By the end of the century , about forty Brit ish ports had hand stamps of this pattern . Several
other ports - Cork , Greenock , Liverpool , Londonderry , and possibl y others - used a
"SHIP" hand stamp in conjunct ion with their town stamp durin g this period .

...

Figu re 4. Letter from L'Orient, France , dated 20 August 1787 to Boston, where struck w ith
" BOSTON" on 30 December and marked " Sh 4" in manuscript to show 4 dwt. postage due (16gr.
ship letter fee + 3 dwt. 8 gr. inland postage to New York).

S· y

• J. ;'/1
//j /i? /o-?

Figure 5. Letter from Dublin dated 20 May 1800 to Boston, where struck with "BOSTON" and the
newly-issued " SHIP" on 14 June and rated 12 cents postage due (2 cents ship letter fee + 10 cents
inland postage to Newburyport).
Chronicle 135 I August 1987 I Vol. 39. No.3 165



The first "SHIP" handstamps in the United States came into use in 1800 and the year s
following . As in Britain, the busiest ports were the first to replace manuscript mark s with the
more efficient handstamps , which were great time savers . These were:

1800 Baltimore 1803 Kenneb unk
Boston New York

1801 Newburyport Savannah
Philadelphia 1805 New Bedford
Portsmouth Newcastle , Del.

Salem

By the 1850s , ove r fifty ports had introduced this type of handstamp in association with their
town stamp .

By 1800 , Great Britain introduced the double circle Crown ship letter stamps, which
were followed by the several patterns of boxed ( 18 14- 1839) and unboxed ( 1839- 1900)
two-line hand stamps - "(Port name)/SHIPLETTER" .

Examples of some of the early ship letter markings are shown in the accompanying
figures .

Figu re 6. Letter from New York dated September 1800 to Deal , where struck with the newly
issued double circle Crown " Ship Letter DEAL" and rated 2/6 Stg. as a triple letter (3 x 4d. ship
letter fee + 3 x 6d . inland postage t o London). At London, the postage was reduced to 1/8 which
corresponded to a double letter, on 12 November.
CoUection Building
Advantageous Selling

Market KnoW'ledge ...
Confidentiality .

Integrity.
ANDREW LEVITT, Phila~elicConsu1tan~s

Box 342-CC Danbury. CT 06810 (203) 743-5291
Life member. Collectors Club.. Amer. Phil. Soc.. U.S. Philatelic Classics Soci ety. Amer. Stamp
Dealers Assoc.. Philatelic Foundation
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• SINGLES
• MULTIPLES
• COVERS
• CUT SQUARES
• FANCY CANCELS

• MAPS

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
Professional Philatelist

P.O. Box 373
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PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS
FRANK MANDEL, Editor
PRINTED POSTAL MARKINGS
(Continued)

Rating Marks

This is a sma ll subject, indee d, since very little has been recorded. In my discussion of
the printed townmark ing of Middletown Poi nt, N. J., (Chronicle 132:240) the assoc iated
printed rating PAID -2 cts, which was mod ified with a hand wr itten 3 afte r the 1847 change of
rates for circulars , was also show n. For ready reference this is agai n illustrated as Figure I.
As a matter of fact , most , if not all of the printed numer ical rates that will be discussed in this
seg ment were used in co njunc tion with c ircula rs, re iterating the conve nience aspect of such
markings , i .e . , that they we re "a ll of a piece ."

PRINTED

CIRCULAR

PAID--jCTS.

Figure 1. Printed postal markings of MIDDLETOWN POINT, Monmouth Co., N.J., included rating
mark PAID - 2 CTS. which was corrected w ith ms . 3 reflecting change in circular rate in 1847. (Peter
Hedrington photo)

Figure 2 illu strates a pair of bluish gray folded ad verti sing circulars bearing the pr inted
legend PRINTED CIRCULA R , UNSEALED. , with a bold I I X I I mm . numeral 2. These
are integral part s of the c irculars of Rober t Sears, an ed itor and publisher located at No . 128
Nassau St. , New York City . He advertised in sma ll tow ns to engage age nts for se lling his
catalog of boo ks, including Sears' Nell' and Complete History ofthe Holy Bible , Sears' Ne ll'
Pictorial and Illustrated Fam ily Magazine , and The Pictorial History of the American
Revolut ion . T he printed rating marks are of a private nature , since the circulars were mailed
through the New York post office , which applied their ow n handstamped postal markings . In
the case of the upp er examp le, which is datelined 1846 , the post office used the ir red 34 '12
mm. NEW-YORK/SEP 1812 cts handstamp. The 2¢ unpaid circular rate of 1845-47 was
co llected fro m the addressee, Mr. O . Kilburn of Mi lford (Worcester Co .), Mass .

The lower example is a slightly different circ ula r, datel ined 1847, and was postmarked
with a red 3 1 mm . NEW-YO RKJl /APR/5 cts. handstamp. Qu ite aside from the inte rve ning
cha nge in the ci rcular rate , req uiring a 3¢ prepayment , and which ca me into force in some
places as early as mid-March , 1847 , the printed legend and numeral 2 were deleted with a
penned swiggle , and the addressee , A .C. Clark of North Fai rhave n (Bristo l Co.), Mass . , was
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Figure 2. Circulars of publisher
Robert Sears include bold
printed numerals . The New
York post office struck them
over with their own hand
stamps. Above : 1846. rated 2C
due as a circular. Below: 1847,
rated 5C due as an ordinary
letter. Why? See di scussion.
(Peter Hed rington photo)
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charged 5¢, the ordina ry rate for a sing le we ight letter carried less than 300 miles between
Jul y I , 1845 , and Ju ly I , 1851 . The rea son for th is is ev ide nt on the flap side , where a large
piece of a wax seal rem ains affix ed . Th e lower circular rates applied only if the circulars were
sent unsealed.

The printed circular of Font ain & So n , illustrated here as Figure 3, was much in the same
ve in. Thi s circular, addressed to a Pastor of Church, is date lined March 27 , 1847 , and
includ es a bold 8 x 10 mm . num er al 3 , recognizi ng the new circula r rate that had become

FRL'T"ED callCULJ1Jl .
- ......

}

niu n» / " '#' J/. , ~/r r 1,1,,',f" ,.'"r;' 1M." )
t 'i" .d. I ," i" / IH , h"I1" " . ~ / · ..... /11#. t '/"'-:!!I"" " " ~
.,Ull "Ifl ' :' .Jt,'.!. " r (l.\""'.11. \ - t}' S O .Y . \

Figure 3. 1847 circular of Fontain & Son includes bold prin ted numeral. Postmarked with U.S.
Express Mail route agent m arking. Postal clerk fo und printed numeral convenie nt and added his
handstamped PAID. (Peter Hedrington photo)
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effec tive ea rlier that month . Th is circular advertises the meri ts of a paten t medi cine,
"Res torative Francaise ," which is breath lessly described as "a sure ANTIDOTE for CON
SUMPTION , in its advance d as we ll as incipient stages," and attempts to enlist the
sympathies of a local c lergyman in distributing this probabl y worthless trash to indigent
pari sh ion ers . It is postm ark ed with a blu e 29 1/1 mm. U.S . EX PRESS MAI LIAPR/4
handstamp and a match ing PAID , and is addressed to Swanton, Vermont. Th is is a railroad
route agent mar king (Towle type 114-0- 1, Rem ele type U Ia) used on the road between
Albany and Buffalo , N.Y. Again, the num eri cal rating mark appea rs to have been a private
marking , but in this instance the position of the PAID handstamp see ms to indicate that the
postal clerk recogni zed the utility of the printed numeral.

I have examined another printed c ircular of Font ain & Son with a very similar
handstamped red 3 and matchi ng PAID , apparently applied by the post office at Washin gton ,
D.C. , used in 1848 . Thi s later c ircular was quite similar to the one I have descri bed and
illustrate d here , except that it lacks a printed numeral. It wou ld see m possib le that the printed
numeral on their 1847 ci rcular actua lly was der ived or pattern ed after the post office rating
mar k used on ci rculars in the Wa shington office .

Figure 4. "Mystery" printed envelope of Shelburn, Vermont, includes a bold numeral 3. This has
been described as a "possible provisional" use, but this seems doubtful. (Peter Hedrington
photo)

Figure 4 illu strates a unique , recentl y discovered "mystery " cover. Th is browni sh bu ff
enve lope has a printed 53 X 2 1 mm . box composed of an ornamenta l frame, enclosing a
script type P.O . Shelburn , Vt. It also has a printed fancy shaded PAID , as well as a matching
8 X 81/1 mm. numeral 3, all in blac k . The bo ld num eral clo se ly resembl es the figu re on the
previou sly described Fonta in & So n circular. Th is cover is also postmarked with a standard
black 3 11/1 mm. handstamp SHE LBU RNE , VT .lAPR/3 . (Note the difference in spelling the
town names . In fact , bot h spellings were used during th is period. ) There is very clear
evidence on the f1 apside that thi s enve lope had been sealed, and it lacks its ori ginal co ntents .
It is addressed to Wood stock, Ohi o, which was more than 300 miles awa y. She lburn (or
Shelburne) Vermont , was a fa irly large townsh ip and post-vill age ofChittende n Co unty, with
a population of abo ut 1,600 , located near Lake Champlain , on the Rutl and and Burlington
R.R .

It see ms to be an occas ional pract ice for even reputab le auction hou ses to descr ibe items
of this nature as be ing "possible provisionals ." I suppose that they do have a superficial
resemblance to the cla ssic U. S. and Co nfederate typeset pro visional enve lopes, and the
over-enthusiasm of the marketplace bein g what it is , there is a tendency to ge t carried away.
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However , it is quite doubtful whe ther this parti cul ar item co uld be square ly placed in the
provisional ca tegory . Ju st exactly what is it , though ?

Th e printed "all of a piece" format and the sty le of the num eral assoc iates it with the
circular uses of the 1845 -1851 peri od , but the fact that it is on an enve lope (rat her than a
folded lett er ), that it was sea led, and that it was sent at a 3¢ rate for a distance over 300 miles
seems to place it in the ca tegory o f a stampless prep aid letter se nt after Jul y I , 185 1. My ow n
guess is that the enve lope was ano ther pr ivate ve nture designed for circular mail during the
1847 -1 85 1 rate period , but that th is cover was ultimately used to ca rry an ordi nary lett er at
some time between 185 2 and 185 5. Th e She lburn post office datestamped it in the usual way,
but did not both er to rate it with thei r ow n markin gs . be ing co ntent to let the pr inted mark ing
serve that pu rpose. My thank s to Eve rett M. Eng les of New Yo rk City for bri ng ing this
interes ting item to my attentio n .

(To be continued)
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$29.50 checks to USPCS postpaid

ORDER FROM

Richard B. Graham, Chairman Publications Com.
P.O. Box 14338, Columbus, Ohio 43214
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U.S. Classics at Christie's in October
Christ ie's takes pleas ure in anno uncing three auctions offering a wide variety
of U.S . classics from outstanding collections.

Important U.S. Stamps and Covers-October 6
Including the Creighton C. Hart collection of 19th and 20th Cent ury Issues,
the Richard B. Jordan Rhode Island Postal History, R. L. Faiman 2¢ "Black
Jack" and Leon Hyzen 24¢ 1861- 68 Issues, rare Postmasters' Provisionals
and a complete set of 1869 Invert s.

/. '1

U.S. stamps from the C.C . Hart co llection; Providence
R.1. provisional used 10 England. from the R.B . Jordan
co llectio n.
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The Louis Grunin Collection, Part Two- October 7
The second port ion of this impor tant collection of U.S. 1851-57 Stamps on
Cover feat ures rare stamps (l ¢ and 1O¢ types), blocks, extensive Western
mails and territorial usages, illustrated covers and Civil War usages.

.fitt'eet,

\Vr it e Itl a in. (';ivc U ' C' ll m l i u ll, 1I 1I1U1Jt~ r uu d uu me o f ~tree4 w hen k now....
- - -~------'"""'===~.

cop~.R..!ht seeure d.

[,E: I"'rEUS e ue lesed in t h UllC f~llVclnpe!ll, I t,lpt<n-,
'HIll ether mail runner, Suudl I'un -el- , nil.~um''t·n t p)tt.••
&Jo." 1ilirce wd to th C': .c\ A{'ut of ttu- 1' \'1111' -I'ost Ou . HIl J Jt ~
!Kuih'l l lUANY 'P O"l Otl1n ', w ill b e d(~livcrt·" imnw
IUn lt!l )' IJ li ru e <ll"rr /!·lHltl 1.ot' ll:fJ .\ lltH in :'H ~ )'H:.\-, ~
1"I .. r o . S.\' 1JUA)i P" 'T ~ }•. lvu r .. nLL y. u .d b-1'U t h_') ·~I :-"· •
•\lui iu tlle,",o ettte-, ou t,. J H I" ,tit} presen t ,

f at.., 0" thr 11
(') IIHlost t'0.

1856 5¢ Red Brown used to France; 1851 3¢ on Penny Post Co. entire .
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u.s. 1861- 68 Issues on Cover

Three outstanding collections: the Robert L. Faiman 2¢ "Black Jack" stamp,
the Leon Hyzen 24¢ stamp, and the William S. Weismann IO¢ stamp. One of
the finest offerings of these issues ever made at auction , including rare foreign
usages, bisects , mixed frankings and patri otic covers.

l \ .. ... ~ .... _0

" Black Jack" and Hawaiian mixed franking (Fa iman col l. ): IO~ and Hawaiian mixed franking (Weisma nn
co li.) and 24~ used to Philipp ines (Hyze n coll.)
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All Three Catalogs for $24
Or $8 individually. Catalogs, with extens ive full color illustratio ns, will
be available four to five weeks pr ior to sale dates . Prices rea lized mailed
after sale .

Se nd check or money order with request to:

Christie's Stamp Department
502 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022

\'" ,:" 'I" \.'''~''';''''

!-~,! (-:i\

~i/:. :,,-t
I I, '" r- "" .. ..~ ..

For information regardin g co nsignments for futu re sales ,
please contac t Sco tt Trepel or Elizabeth Pope, 212-546-1087.

~
~

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

NEW YORK
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U.S. CARRIERS

ROBERT MEYERSBURG, Editor
SOME NEW SEMI-OFFICIAL CARRIER STAMPS
ROBERT B. MEYERSBURG

One of the long-standing enigmas of U. S. carrier history has centered on mid-nineteenth
century Cin cinn ati . Here we have an important city on the Ohio River , the leading edge of the
westward-adva ncing frontie r. The popul ation has enjoye d letter-carrier service since at least
1837. Then , suddenly and inex plicably, gaps begin to appear in the service. Ell iott Perry , in
his extensive manuscript of Cincinnati carrier history , remarks that "no evidence of U.S.
letter carrier serv ice in Cincinnati has been found from October 1845 to June 1849. Dur ing
this period all types of the Frazier stamps appear to have been issued and are known used. "
Perry ' s record s show carrier service to have been resum ed on June 5 , 1849 , by appointment
of Henry Deland , Benjamin Phelps , and James Wheat as letter carriers . Thi s government
service continued until 1851 , when Perry records: " In 1851 , when the U.S . carrier service in
New York and several other cities was being reorganized , it does not appear that the
Postmaster General declared the public highways of Cincinnati to be post routes. Appa rentl y
there was neith er governme nt nor private letter delivery in Cincinnati until U.S . carri er
service was resumed there late in 1854. "

With the population almost doubling between 1840 and 1850 , when it reached well
beyond 115 ,000 - a metropolis eve n by today' s standa rds - one would expect to find in the
newspapers of the day co mplaints from the publi c about their depri vation of a valuable
serv ice during these two unexplained gaps; but careful perusal of the Daily Gazette and the
Cincinnati Enquirer dur ing those periods has not revea led any such comments from either the
editorialists or the general readership. A notice in the Daily Gazette of Friday, October 27,
1854 , concerning c.c. Wi lliams's appoi ntme nt as letter carrier, comments that " the carrier
business has repeatedly broken down in this city, but an effo rt will now be made to place it on
a permanent and reliable basis ." Th is tend s to indicate that it functioned previously in an
inefficient and sporadic fashion - at a level just sufficie nt to keep it from becoming a target
of public dissatisfaction.

As a devotee of Cinci nnat i carrier history for a number of yea rs, I have searched
ass iduously for clues to help ex plain the reaso ns for the reported gaps in the carrier service.
Perry states : "Any dispatch stamp which was used by Hiram Frazer or by Hiram Frazer Jr. ,
while serving under legal appointment as a U.S. letter carrier, is not a 'local ' - it is a U.S .
carrier stamp." In agreeme nt with Perry' s analysis, I have sought confirmation of both
Frazers' (if in fact there were two of them ) and John W. S. Brown e' s appointments as U.S.
letter carri ers during the 1845-1849 and 1851-1854 periods respectively . '

MPlU>U:fD FRat ..,LOHG S Of THE M l lONAL AHCHh£$, •

Figure 1. Entry from PMGJournalfor Feb. 3, 1848, showing appointment of Hiram Frazier as letter
carrier at Cincinnati. On the stamps, the name is spelled "Frazer."

Browne' s has not yet turned up , but in the Journals [orders] 01the Postmaster General
concerning Cincinnati carriers , which may be reviewed in the U.S. Archives in Washington ,
D.C. , I finally found a part ial solution to the first gap. Hiram Frazer was appointed U.S. lette r
carrier for the second time on February 3, 1848, to replace James Belleville , who resigned
effective that date (Figure I) . Belleville had been appoi nted on October 23, 1845 (the date
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Figure 2. Cover from Cincinnati, Nov. 3, 1848, with 10¢ 1847 paying rate to New York, and Frazer
2¢ yellow used as semi-official carrier.

Frazer had orig inally resigned), along with Lewis 1. Schell. Sche ll replaced Frazer, and
Belle ville opened a new district. Both had been U.S . letter carriers for the entire period
between these dates .

Con sequ entl y , in view of this new doc umented inform ation , and in co ncord with Perry' s
views on the matt er , any Frazer stamp showing definite use between February 3, 1848, and
June 5, 1849 , should be cla ssified as a U.S . semi-offic ial ca rrier stamp. Thi s treatment is not
unlike that of the City Despatch Post stamp of 1842 - classified a carrier stamp (6LB I) if it is
used on cover with a carr ier ca nce llatio n, or a local stamp (40 L I) if cance lled with the boxed
FREE strike of the New York Cit y Despatch Post.

My record s indicate the ex istence of at least three covers which so qualify:

I . A letter to New York City dated November 3, 1848, bearin g U.S. #2 and 69L4 (Figure 2).
2. A letter to Batavia , Ohio dated October 2 1, 1848, with a copy of 69L6.
3. 69L8, dated September 12, 1848, on a city letter.

I would hope that oth er exampl es will appea r following publ icat ion of this articl e .
Existing catalogues should be amended to reflect this important new informat ion . The

stamps must be genuinely used on cover during the spec ified time to qualify for carrier
listing.

Readers , plea se review your Frazer covers and see if you have any examples falling
within these dates - and if so , congratulations - and plea se noti fy me , alon g with a glossy
photogr aph which will be illustrated in a future issue of the Chronicle .
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD

THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor
GENUINE POSTAL USAGE OF THE 1860 90C BLUE WASHINGTON
PART I

RICHARD M. SEARING

Thi s hand some stamp, with the portrait of General George Washington , is perhaps
second only to the 1869 90¢ Lincoln in a collector's esteem. As such, it frequentl y marks the
pinnacle of the U.S. classic co llec tor's wish list. With fewer than 30, 000 reported issued and
perhaps half of these later returned and destroyed , Sco tt #39 is a very scarce item in any
form . Large rema inde rs reportedly were discovered in the South followi ng the Civil War , so
that this is one of the very few U.S. stamps that are worth more gen uinely used than mint. In
excess of 90 percent of the ex isting used copies probably bear fraudul ent cancels or cancels
which cannot be certified .

The few genuinely used copies are characteri zed by very distinct cancels which can be
positively identi fied, such as the New York grid, Philadelphia octagon , New Orlean s foreign
mail, New York ocean mail , or the large Boston PAID . One of the very few pen cancels
recognized is the wavy magenta pen ca ncel reportedly used in Shanghai , Chin a. Examples of
the New York grid and the Philadelphia octagon are illustrated in Brookman , Vol. I , p. 264 . I

In the American Philatelic Congress Book of 1951 , the late grea t student ofclassic U.S .
stamps, Stanley B. Ashbrook , wro te an article on the surviv ing cove rs bearing the 1860 90¢
stamp and listed several majo r pieces which bear copies of this stamp. Later , in his privately
printed Special Service, he upd ated some of this inform ation. Because of the intervenin g 35
years some correct ions and addi tions to that list are in order, and a few comments may be
useful to the first time reader on this subject.

Probably the most famou s of the genuine covers is the so-called Ernie Jacobs cover. Thi s
has been named for the first co llector to acquire the letter from the famous Howland family
correspondence to the Ca pe of Good Hope. Many covers with high value stam ps from this
correspondence were destroyed or mut ilated before they could be saved for philately. The
Jacobs cover now resides in the beaut iful collection of classic U.S. stamps and covers that
was formed by Ryohei Ishikawa and was part of his National Grand Prize winning collection
at AMERIPEX, and Grand Prix d 'Honneur display at CAPE X.

The story of how Jacobs acquired the cover has been recounted _in many places ,
including a first person account in Stamps magazine of November 16, 1946, and in
Ashbrook ' s Special Service, pp . 408-412. Suffi ce to say that the cover, mailed in early July
1861, is a 4 X 33¢ per 1/2ounce rate with $ 1. 12 credit to the British . Ashbrook considered it to
be the finest cover ex isting with the 90¢ stamp at the time he wrote his 1951 article. A full
colo r pho to is sho wn in the book illustrat ing the Ishik awa collection, and also appears as the
frontispiece of U.S.P.M.2

In 1931 , a remarkab le lot of old covers was uncovered in San Francisco which is now
known as the August ine Heard correspondence to Shanghai , China. The story of this find and
the history behind the Augustine Heard Trading Co. has recently been told at Chronicle
130:84 . Among these ce lebrated covers were two very rare ones, eac h beari ng a copy of the
1860 90¢ stamp. The only single of this stamp used alone on cover and the earliest known
usage recorded is shown in Figure I .

I. Lester G. Brookm an , The United Sta tes Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, 1966 , H. L. Lindquist
Publicat ions, Inc .

2. Ryohei Ishikaw a, The United States Stamp 1847-1869; Thomas J. Alexander, Simpson's U.S. Postal
Markings.
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Figure 1. Earliest recorded usage on double weight letter via Marseilles to Shanghai. China on
September 11,1860, from the Augustine Heard correspondence.

The rate paid is 2 x 45¢ per if2 ounce via Marseilles with an 80¢ credi t to the British;
the cover was ma iled on September I I , 1860 . It was purchased by the famous dealer, Phi lip
Ward , who in turn sold it to the legendary co llector Hen ry Gibson in 1933. Years later , long
afte r the sale of the Gib son collection in 1944 , I had an opport unity to study this cove r under
glass at the 1962 WESTPEX show in San Francisco . At that time , it resided in the
awa rd-winning co llection of Ca ptain Barrett Hindes . Afte r his deat h , I lost track of the cover
for many years . However, I recently learned that it was in the great co llect ion being formed
by Dr. Leonard Kapiloff, and he kindly sen t me a color slide for my records .

In that same Heard sale in 1932 , the second cover offered was even more remarkable ,
but due to the ignorance of the finder and the inability of Sco tt Publicat ions to list the
imperforate 90¢ as a co lor proof in the ir ca talog at that time , this co ver has been foreve r
co mpromised in the eye s of man y co llectors . Figure 2 shows the cover, which was once
ow ned by Robert Pal iafito , but now also res ides in the Ishi kawa collection and is shown in
gorgeo us co lor in Ishikawa' s boo k. In my opinion, this cover is the most striking of the five
recorded genuine examples . It ce rta inly bears the most different stamps in co ntrasting co lors .

Figure 2. Genuine but restored 1%-1% oz. rate cover to Shanghai. China, via Ma rseilles used
November 9, 1860, f rom the Heard correspondence.
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As described by Ashbrook in his Special Service. the 90¢ stamp was removed . the perfs
cut off to make an imperforate (which never was issued as a regular stamp). then placed back
on the cover when the ignorant owner was informed of his misguided deed. When the cover
was sold as genuine but damaged . the stamp was later removed , reperfed , and affixed to the
cover by the new owner with the necessary cancel touc hup . The usage is genuine in every
postal respect, but the damage has bee n done . Such is the price of ignorance in tryin g to fill an
album space created for a proof that never should have been listed as a stamp.

Another genuine 90¢ usage surface d with the sa le of the great Alfred Caspary co llection
in 1956. Until the Caspary sales. this cover had changed hands by private treaty only and had
never been recorded in the philatelic domain. Th is remarkable item was described and
illustrated by Ashbrook in his Special Service of February 1956 and is show n in Figure 3.

.~ ,, " '
. ~

...

/1/ er ( I' / 1 r.

,44-Y~

Figure 3. Quintuple rate via French mail to Spain mailed November 3, 1860. Unknown by
Ashbrook for his 1951 APe article.

The letter is a 5 x 2 1¢ per V4 ounce usage traveling by French mai l from New York City
to Spain on November 3. 1860. with a 60¢ credit to France. Spain collected 16 reales from the
recipient.This cover was not listed in Ashbrook' s 195 1American Philatelic Congress article
since he was apparently unaware of its existence at that time. If it had bee n listed , he might
have modified some of his comments about the fines t ex isting cover bearing the 90¢ stamp.

The discovery of this cover is cloaked in mystery , but it must have surfaced sometime in
the I920s . I believe it resided in the south for many years . After the sale in 1956. the cove r
was not seen agai n for 23 yea rs. In 1979 , the letter changed hands by priva te treaty 'for
(reportedly) more than $250 ,000. When it sold for $10,500 in 1956 the phi latelic world
gasped . but inflation in the past few years has done wondrous thing s with paper values.

I learned recently that this cover also now resides in Dr. Kapiloffs collection . and it was
featured in the Court of Honor at AMERIPEX. When I examined it closely, I was impressed
by the bea utiful colors of the stamps after more than a century. Readers can appre ciate the
rich colors as the cover was shown in the special co lor section of the AMERIPEX issue of the
Chronicle. In my humble opinion. this cover deserves the title as the finest uncompromised
cover presently known bearing the 90¢ stamp.

The final probably genuine cove r of this select group of five was refe rred to by Ashbroo k
in his 195 1 piece as the "Filstrip" cove r after the reputed Midwestern owner. This cover
apparently resurfaced in the late 1970s and now res ides in the well known U.S . class ic cover
collection of Louis Gru nin. Thi s item is a large , refolded legal envelope or courthouse cover,
originating from Cincinnati , Ohio . and postmarked Jan. 6 (1861 ) with the blue Cincinnati
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dupl ex. It is addressed to the Clerk of Courts at Peoria , III. It was discovered in the 1930s
when many old courthouses were torn down and replaced . Unfortunately , the stamp is not
tied to the cover by the postmark , and this fac t has raised questions about the usage in the eyes
of some know ledgeable co llec tors.

When I first observed th is cover personally at INTERPHIL, there were some questions
about the authenticity of the ca nce l due to the slant of the grid bars . However , since then other
exa mples of this Cin cinnati dupl ex with the slanted bars have turned up , tying stamps, and
properly used in the same period . With this new evidence, the usage appears genuine and it is
the Filstr ip cover referred to by Ashbrook in his 195 1American Philatelic Congress article .
The cover has been gra nted a Phil atel ic Foundation certificate and was also on display at
AMERIPEX , where I was able to obtain a co lor slide from the ow ner for my record s .

In summary, we have three genuine covers , without question , bearin g Sco tt # 39 , one
genuine , but " modified and repaired ," and one with the stamp not tied , but believed to be
genuine . Two covers presentl y reside in the Ishik awa co llec tion, two covers res ide in the
collection of Dr. Kapiloff, and the only domes tic use is found in the Grunin collection. Four
of these five rare gems were on displa y at AME RIPEX .

In the next porti on of this article, I sha ll discuss seve ral covers, which for one reaso n or
another have been declared fraudulent or dou btful. Your co mments are most welcome at
P.O. Box 1174 , Yorb a Lind a, CA 92686 .
SAILINGS OF THE UNITED STATES MAIL
U.S. Mail Steamship Co. - New York to Panama

Pacific Mail Steamship Co. - Panama to San Francisco
January to December 1852
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

(Co ntinued from Chronicle 133:41)

Thurs. Jan. 15, 1852 , N. Y. Herald . - "Arrival ofEl Dorado. The S.S. EI Dorado, Lt. H.J. Hartstone U.S.N.
commanding, arrived last night , having left Chagres on the 4th."

For San Francisco VIA CHAGRES - N.Y. Herald . Sun. Jan. II , 1852, U.S. & P.S.S. Co . Departure date
Jan. 22, 1852,2 P.M . - S.S. EI Dorado forChagres, connecting with extra February steamer from Panama to
San Francisco.

For Calif. & Oregon VIACHAGRES -N.Y. Herald . Wed. Jan. 28, 1852- Pac. M.S.S. Co., Departure date
- Tues. Feb . 3, 1852, 2 P.M . - Extra S.S. Crescent City for Chagres, connecting with one of the Co's extra
steamers at Panama on or about 25th of Feb.

For San Francisco VIA CHAGRES DIRECT [change of sailing day] - N .Y. Herald . Wed. Jan. 28, 1852,
P.M.S .S. Co. , Departure date - Feb. 5, 1852, 2 P.M. S.S . Cherokee for Chagres - "S.S. Cherokee will sail
on Feb . 9 with Mails for Chagres , connecting at Panama with S.S. Tennessee, for San Francisco.

For San Francisco Via Chagres - N .Y. Herald . Tues. Feb . 10, 1852, U.S.& P.M .S.S. Co., Departure date 
Fri. Feb. 20, 1852. 2 P.M . - S.S. EI Dorado for Chagres, connecting with the extra steamer of Mar. from
Panama to S.F .

To Calif. Via Havana & Chagres -N.Y. Herald . Tues. Feb. 10, 1852, U.S.& P.M. S.S. Co., Departure date 
Tues.:Feb. 24, 1852, 2 P.M. , S .S. Georgia for Chagres , connecting with U.S.M.S. S. Northerner , sailing
without delay for San Francisco.

N. Y. Herald . Mar. 2, 1852 - Adams & Co' s Calif. Freight Package & Parcel Express per Steamer Crescent
City on Fri. Mar. 5th. For U.S. Mail Steamer Empire City on Tues. Mar 9th, and per steamer Sierra Nevada
on Wed. Mar. 17th. Our next regular express for Calif. via Chagres and Panama will be despatched by the
steamer Crescent City on Fri. Mar. 5th at 2 P.M . , connecting at Panama with S.S. New Orleans on April 1st,
leaving then for San Francisco.

For Calif. & Oregon Via Chagres - N .Y. Herald. Fri. Feb. 27, 1852, U.S.& P.M .S.S. Co., Departure date
Fri. Mar. 5th, 1852, 2 P.M ., S .S. Crescent City for Chagres , connecting at Panama with the Company's
steamers.
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To Calif. forChagres Via Havana -N.Y. Herald, Fri. Feb. 27, 1852, U.S. & P.M .S.S . Co. , Departure date 
Tues. Mar. 9, 1852, 2 P.M . , S.S . Empire City forChagres, connecting with the U.S.M.S .S. Northerner for
San Francisco.

N.Y. Herald, Apr. 8, 1852, S.S. Empire City , April 9th, via Aspinwall , Navy Bay, connecting at Panama
with S.S . Tennessee.

For Calif. & Oregon Via Chagres, Direct - N .Y. Herald, Wed. Mar. 10, 1852 - U.S. & P.M.S.S. Co. ,
Departure date - Sat. Mar. 20, 1852, 2 P.M. El Dorado for Chagres, connecting at Panama with the Co's
steamers, possibly "Republic".

To Calif. forCh agres Via Havana -N.Y. Herald, Wed. Mar. 10, 1852, U.S.& P.M.S.S . Co. , Departure date
- Wed. Mar. 24, 1852, 2 P.M ., S.S. Georgia for Chagres via Havana, connecting with the S.S. Oregon for
S.F .

For Calif. & Oregon Via Navy Bay - N.Y. Herald, Fri. Mar. 26, 1852, U.S.& P.M .S.S . Co. , Departure date
- Mon. Apr. 5, 1852,2 P.M. , S.S . Crescent City via Navy Bay, connecting at Panama with the Co' s
steamers.

For Calif. for Navy Bay via Havana-N.Y. Herald , Fri. Mar. 26, 1852, U.S.& P.M .S.S. Co. , Departure date
- Fri. Apr. 9, 1852, 2 P.M ., S.S. Empire City for Navy Bay via Havana, connecting at Panama with S.S.
Tennessee for San Francisco.

Thurs. April 8, 1852, N. Y. Herald , - For California - First and only sure chance to San Francisco direct , no
detention on the way. Through in 26 days by the U.S .M. Steamer "Empire City" Apr. 9th, via Aspinwall
(Navy Bay) thence by railroad to Gorgona and Panama to connect with S.S . Tennessee. - Berford & Co., 2
Astor Place.

N.Y. Herald, Sat. Apr. 17, 1852 - Calif. Express. No.7 Wall St. - Next shipment will go forward on U.S.
Mail S.S. "EI Dorado" 20th of April, to San Francisco . The most responsible transportation agents on the
Isthmus receive the shipments at the Railroad Depot at Aspinwall City and deliver them on the U.S . Mail
steamers at Panama. Wm. Chase Barney, Proprietor.

To Calif. & Oregon - EXTRA - The S.S. Illinois being now ready for service - N .Y. Herald , Mar. 3, 1852,
U.S. & P.M.S.S. Co ., Departure date - Apr. 26, 1852, 2 P.M. , S.S. Illinois for Chagres , connecting at
Panama with Co' s extra May steamer, to sail for San Francisco.

For Calif. & Oregon Via Aspinwall (Navy Bay) - N .Y . Herald, Apr. 27, 1852, U.S.M.S .S. Co., connecting
with Pacific Co. , Departure date - Wed. May 5, 1852, 2 P.M. , S.S. Crescent City for Aspinwall , connecting
at Panama with S.S . Northerner.

For Calif. & Oregon Via Aspinwall- N.Y. Herald , Tues. Apr. 27, 1852, U.S.M.S.S. Co., connecting with
P.M.S.S. Co., Departure date - Mon. May 10, 1852, 2 P.M., S.S. Empire City for Aspinwall via Havana,
connecting with S.S . Oregon to sail for San Francisco. No detention at Panama. The Panama Railroad is now
in operation , and the cars running to within a few miles of Gorgona. Passengers will thus be enabled to save
about 40 miles'of river navigation and also the danger and expense heretofore attending the landing in boats
off Chagres, as they will be landed from the steamers, free of expense on the Co. 's wharf at Aspinwall.
Transit of the Isthmus at the passengers' expense.

For Calif. & Oregon - N.Y. Herald, Wed. May 12, 1852, U.S .M.S.S. Co. , Departure date - Thurs. May 20,
1852, 2 P.M ., S.S. Illinois for Aspinwall Navy Bay, connecting with S.S. Tennessee for San Francisco.

For San Francisco - N .Y. Herald, Wed. May 12, 1852 , U.S.M.S.S. Co., Departure date - Mon. May 24,
1852, S.S. Cherokee via Havana for Aspinwall, Navy Bay, connecting at Panama with regular mail steamer
for San Francisco.

For Calif. & Oregon via Aspinwall Navy Bay - N .Y. Herald, Tues. May 25, 1852, U.S.M.S.S. Co. ,
connecting with Pacific Co. , Departure date - Sat. June 5th, 1852, 2 P.M., S.S. Crescent City for Aspinwall ,
Navy Bay, direct.

(To be continued)
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WILLIAM T. CROWE
Post Office Box 2090
Danbury, Conn. 06813
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Ed it o r

WILLIAM K. HERZOG, Assoc . Editor
1¢ CIRCULAR CARRIER CONTRACT RATE AT PHILADELPHIA
DURING THE MID 1860'S

NORMAN SHACHAT

(This is a revised version of an article which first appeared in La Posta , Aug.-Sept. 1985, pp. 20-2\. )

Although the Act of March 3, 1863 (effective June 30, 1863) , set the drop letter rate and
the unsealed circular rate at 2¢ , occasion ally one finds a locally addressed cover with only I¢
postage paid . One such cover is shown in Figure I . It is clearly dated June 18, 1866, by the
PHILADA. PA/POST OFFICE carrier handstamp. Postage was paid with an 1861 issue I¢
blue. The small circular cancel which ties the stamp, though not fully struck, is clearly not a
usual Philadelphia type cancel. The envelope was not sealed, suggesting that it contained a
circular and was posted as an unsealed circular.

Figure 1. 1C Carrier delivery dated June 18, 1866 (author's collection).

Four additional examples which have been reported are listed in Table I. All contain
unsealed flaps, I¢ postage (1861 issue) and the PHILADA. PA/POST 0 FFICE carrier
marking . All are dated prior to 1866, and unlike the example in Figure I , the stamp is
cancelled with the carrier marking itself rather than with a separate cancelling device.
Observation of a large number of local letters with the carrier marking suggests that the
Carrier Dept. of the Phila. Post Office did not adhere to the following instruction in the Act of
1863 until 1866:

The use of the office dating or postmarking stamp as a cancelling instrument is prohib ited, and
a separate instrument must in all cases be used.

The example illustrated in Figure 2 is particularly interesting becau se it contains the
earliest reported date of usage of the d .c . PHILADA. PA/POST OFFICE marking. The prior
early date was Jan. II, 1864. Use of the marking is known from 1864 to 1867 (possibly early
1868). I

There are two sections in the Act of March 3, 1863, which might explain a I¢ rate :

Section 15 permitted the local postmaster to contract with publishers of newspapers, period-

\. N. Shachat , Penna. Postal Historian , Vol. 12, No. I , Jan .-Feb . 1985, p. 5.
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Dat e

Jan. 8, 1864
Jan. (1865 or 1866)
March 16, 1865
April 14, 1865

Table 1

Reported by

Frank Mandel
Robert J . Stets, Sr.
Henry Nowak
Steven M. Roth

Figure

2

3

Figure 2. Example with earliest reported d.c. carrier marking. Jan. 8. 1864 (collection of Frank
Mandell.

icals and circulars for delivery by carrier , within his district, at agreed upon rates, subject to
approval of the Postmaster Genera l.
Section 36 set the rate on second class matter issued less frequently than once a week , from a
known office of publication, to regular subscribers, at I ¢ per 4 oz.

Since none of the five reported examples have the contents, we cannot be absolutely certain
which pertains . The simple unsealed envelopes strong ly sugges t Sec tion 15 as the more likely
exp lanation. Because all of the examples contain carrier markings, and free delivery by
carrier was well established in the area served by the Phila. P.O. by 1865 , the following
provision in the Act of March 3, 1865, is obviously not applicable:

That the prepayment postage on drop letters in all places where free delivery is 110 1 established

Figure 3. 1C Carrier delivery dated April 14. 1865 (collection of Steven M . Rothl .
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shall be one cent only.

Even though only five examples have been found to date , it is likely that many more exis t, but
perh aps have not been recogn ized as contrac t carrier rate covers . Further, it would be of
interest to know if ci ties othe r than Philadelph ia that had developed carrier systems, such as
New York , Boston , Baltimore , Brooklyn , N.Y . , Cincinn ati , Washington D. C. , etc. ,
implemented Section 15 of the Act of 1863. Any input on this subject would be apprec iated .

Th e help of those listed in Table I is gratefully acknowledged.
NEW DEMONETIZATION-CONNECTED NOTICE COMES TO LIGHT
In Chronicle 122 (May 1984) the notices and circulars sent out by the U .S . Post Office

Department in 1861 when the 1857 stamps were demoneti zed and replaced by the 1861
stamps were discu ssed. The key item in that articl e was a copy of one of the styles of letters
sent out with the 1861 stamps when they were sent to post offices for the first time . Th e letter ,
reported by T . J . Ale xander , instructed postmasters on what basis the stamps of 1857 would
be exchange able for the new 1861 stamps and how the latter would be demoneti zed .

Actually, the 1857 stamps were demonetized and replaced at each different post office
in the country individually when it first recei ved a supply of the new stamps. Sinc e the

,. 8. ~qJllrtmtnt.

e7Z mJ 1 fleN' !Pllvlf!f(l cffI,,,,,/,,

ltd kin,, '.u#iven' OJ r«f ,,r lld ,,/ rk;J.

II/ttl'On,D J#Noll .}(,!~Ij f Ik ('0;;/ ':1.Jo tl

leiew/lj'fit If" j!iCJlJNI IMI'4 rJOIII # ;'1'.
A. N . Zl:.'VELY,

1'!,jiTJ. A..i .fwd P. •11. Om·/.
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National Banknote Co. , then the new stamp printer for the 1861 issue , could not supply
stamps fast enough to supply all the office s in the coun try at once, the replacement was done
on a gradual basis over two or three month s or more . The large offices (except for New York
City) were supp lied first beginning in mid-August but some of the small post offices didn ' t
have supplies of stamps until in October.

The illustration with these notes' shows a second style of circular that was sent out with
supplies of stamps to post offices during this period , but rather than telling how to replace the
old stamps, it explains why a supply of the 1857 issue was sent rather than the new , 1861
issue.

The previous article cited above noted several references showing the supply available
of 1861 stamps during August and September 186 1 was not adequate to meet the heavy
demand caused by the Civil War and many people being away from home. An article in the
U.S . Mail & Post Office Assistant for September 1861 (Collectors' Club of Chicago reprint
edition, page 46) exp lained what postmasters should do when they ran out of the new stamps
before further stocks they had ordered were received . The postmasters were told that in such
situations they should aga in resort to the old, 1857 issue of stamps (presumably by borrowing
them from other offices if none were on hand) rather than accept cas h for prepayment of
letters. Use of postage stamps to prepay postage was the law, and a notice on the oppos ite
page of the U.S. Mail advised postmasters that any letters arriving at their offices not prepaid
by stamps were to be charged due postage even though the post office at the mailing end had
marked them "PAID."

We also noted that the late Elliott Perry , in his Pat Paragraphs No . 50 (page 117 of the
B1A reprint edit ion) had published a newspaper item evidently taken from a Post Office
Department circu lar sent out in September 1861, of which no copy has been reported as
surviving. This notice informed all that postmasters should continue to use the old stamps and
accept all letters mailed with them until they recei ved a supply of the new ( 186 1) issue . The
notice, however, said nothin g about the Post Office Department' s continuing to supply the
old stamps to some post offices while they were supplying the new issue to other offices,
larger, but in the same area and at the same time .

For this is the message conveyed by the notice illustrated here , which was evidently sent
out with a stock of the 1857 stamps to Orwe ll, Ashtabula County , Ohio, in August or
September 1861. And , per the U.S. Register for 1861, Orwell postmaster John W . Babcock
received compensation of $ 137. 76 with $129 .56 due the United States in fisca l 1860-1 , so
that office wasn 't all that small.

Acknowledgements go to Charles J. Molnar for providing the notice!
Richard B. Graham
MORE HANDSTAMPED "SOLDIER'S LETTER" CERTIFICATIONS
Chronicle 133 (February 1987) contained an article in this section regardi ng the use of

handstamp s to provide the certifying legends on Civil War soldiers' letters , to go with the
signatures of officers faced with the task of endorsing large numbers of letters sent by the men
of their regiments or unit s.

The certifying legend was required under PMG regulations so that the letters could be
sent with postage due in the domestic malls, although all other domestic letters , except for a
few waterways types , had to be prepaid . This regulation , stemming from the Congressional
mustering act of July 1861, remained 01) the books until well after the Spanish American
War.

In the previous article , a few "ground rules" were laid down for listing this kind of
handstamp. The handstamp has to include the word s "Sold ier's Letter" so that it was
something made up to comply with postal regulations and not just the normal hand stamp that
every army regiment had made up for its routine paperwork . Many of the latter exist on
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Figure 2. The announcement
of the regulation permitting
free forwarding of mail ad
dressed to soldiers who had
been moved to other areas.

soldiers ' letters with an officer' s signature and , usuall y , the "soldier ' s letter" in manu script.
Reports of additional markings have been given us by Richard C. Frajola , John R.

Biddle , Labron Harri s , and Kenn eth Schoolmeester.
One of the items is a postal marking; all the others are the normal handstamps applied by

the military to speed their processin g of their outgoing mail.

I
\

Figure 1. Post office use of a "soldier's letter" marking at Davenport, Iowa, in 1863 to identify a
"follow the regiment" free forwarding usage.

Figure I shows the cover with the post office marking , an oval , rimless "SOLDIER' S /
LEITER" on a cover forwarded from Davenport , Iow a, in 1863. Anoth er act in 1861 ,
announced in U.S. Mail & Post Office Ass istant for August 1861 (page 42 of the Collectors '
Club of Ch ica go reprint) had pro vided free forwarding of mail addressed to so ld iers when the
units to whi ch the y belonged were sent elsewhere . The U.S. Mail' s notice is shown as Figure
2 and it should be observed that the Post Office Department was careful to remind all that the
forw arded letters had to have been prepaid at their original point of mailing !

SOJ,DIIWlI' LWI"mllli.-lll CUll fumiity with Jl

recent Act of Congress, the Post ~lalltl~l" General
instructs postmusters to demnnd 110 extra po:!
tag~ upon lcltCl'fl uddressed to otlicers I111U 1I01·
dlers unlisted ill the 1l1'lUJ, when such letters
are Icrwurded'Trom one point to another, owing
to a cIllLUgU orlocnlit), of t he }Jlu'rit'H ndd ressed.

Wheu originully mulled, however, tlws.~ leu-rs
ure subject to prepuyuieut uf l)O~tllgl" the :lIIIUU

us other C01'I'UlIpOIUlcllCU, unless tlwy III'U Il·gully
f runked,

At that time, an additional rate of postage was charged every time a letter was
forwarded , and while domestic letters had to be prepaid at origin, forwarding cha rges were
normally collec t. Thus , the act benefited the soldiers who would otherwise have had to pay
collect postage or not receive their letters .

Thi s regulation , known to many as the " Follow the Regiment" usage , is apparently the
rea son for the "SOLDI ER' S / LEITER" and other markings on-the cover shown in Figure I.
Th e letter originated at Mount Vernon , Iowa , on Jan. 13, 1863, prepaid by the 3¢ 1861 stamp
and addressed to a sold ier (a lthough no milit ary title or un it was given - often the case for
letters to sold iers wh o had just entered the army) at Camp McClellan , Davenport , Iowa .
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Figure 3. The markings on
the cover shown in Figure
1.

Evidently the soldier and his unit had been sent to Ti pton, Iow a, before the letter arrived ,
thus the letter was so endorsed at the Camp , I suppose, and returned to the Davenp ort post
office for forwardin g. There it was marked with the black oval "SOLDIER' S/LETTER,"
"FORWARDED" and "FREE" and also with a Davenport postm ark dated Jan . 16 , 1863.
These markin gs, applied at Davenp ort , are shown as tracings in Figure 3.

Figures 4 and 5 show two more cove rs with "soldier's letter" handstamp s that took a bit
of research to explain. Both bear somewhat "cobbled up" or homem ade "sold ier's letter"
handstamps and neith er cover bears a handwritten signature although both were accept ed
readil y by post offic es handling large volumes of soldiers' mail at the time .

r--------~-__...,.,_.........",,"liT'.,.....__:__r--,-:__::__- - - - _

Figure 4. With handstamp reading "Soldier's Letter! J. D. Moriarty! Major 4th Regiment! Excelsior
Brigade" in a facsimile manuscript in black, this handstamp on this cover would probably be
difficult to read even though perfectly and cleanly struck!

The marking on the cover in Figure 4 is both a weak strike of what appears to be a
"manuscript facsimile" style hand stamp in that it duplicate s a written certifying legend ,
including signature . It is traced as "A"in Figure 6 (from the cove r in Figure 4 plus a second
example shown us by photocopy) and reads: "Soldier's Letter/ J .D . Moriarty/ Major 4th
Regiment! Exce lsior Brigade ," which posed a mild problem in ide ntifyi ng the regime nt in
terms that could be used with our other references.

The "Excelsior Brigade" was otherwi se known as "Sickles Brigade" after N.Y .
Congressman (and General) Daniel Sick les who organized the brigade at Staten Island in
early 1862. The 4th regiment was the 73rd N.Y. Volunteer Infantry and, judg ing from the
history of the regiment and the blue Baltim ore datestamp of April 18 with a matching "Due 3"
in a circle , the cove r dates from the Penin sular Campai gn of 1862 when the Excelsior Brigade
was part of the forces besieging Yorkt own , Va.

The cover show n in Figure 5 has no town datestamp or any other date, with only the
fancy "horse co llar" style "S OLDIE RS LETTER/ 14l.N Y,/ L.B . PM. " handstamp and a
"Due 3" (struck in the first line of the address), traced as "C" and "0" in Figure 6 , to provide
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Figure 5. Soldier's letter handstamp, in a fancy horseshoe shape, of the 141st New York, probably
used from near Yorktown, Va ., in 1863 on this cover mailed at Old Point Comfort.

us with data. Fortunately , the "Due 3" is a type peculiar to Old Point Comfort, Va., being
readi ly distingui shed by the odd "0" of "Due" which has a flat spot and a "hump" on the back
cur ve that gives it a slightly characteristic look of Old English type . Thi s markin g is common
on milit ary covers fetch ed into Old Point Comfort durin g the war and is known on cove rs
without the town datestamp ahout as often as with it.

J"'o:eoU 'c---'1,.4 r;;z.~
~d~.~
'7?-z~~ 7' Nt"~
A~~.,~~~?- de---

SOLDrJ';R'S LETTER. F

~~~ tl'1h/1Lt:W
D

Due 3
Figure 6. Tracings of soldiers' letter markings of regiments, with (DI, the Old Point Comfort post
office's distinctive " Due 3."

The 141st N .Y. was organized at Elmira, N.Y., in Sept. 1862 and was promptly sent to
Washington , D.C., where it remained unti l April 1863. It was then sent to Norfolk , Va . , and
then was in a seige of Suffolk , Va ., before being sentto Yorktown, Va . , where it was on May
12. It remained in the vicinity until it was sent back to Washington in Ju ly and then , in
September, to the armies in the west , so that the cove r in Figure 5 almost certainly was sent
from Old Point Com fort , April-July, 1863.

In the article in Chronicle 133, a group of "soldier's letter" tracings (Plate I on page 49)
showe d as " 8" a shield shaped handstamp used by the Louisville , Ky. , post office on Dec.
18 , 1862. Frank Mand el has reported a second example , recentl y sold in a New York area
auction, used on Dec. 14 , four days earlier than our first example.

In the same plate , " G" was an incomplete tracing of the "soldier' s letter" handstamp of
the 44th Massachusett s of the "N.E.G." (New England Gua rd). and I requested that someone
provide a photocopy of a complete tracing . Dr. Ken Schoolmeester provided a copy of a
cove r with a brilliant strike, traced in Figure 6 as " 8" which was used on a cove r postmarked
190 Chronicle 135 I August 1987 I Vol. 39. No. 3



at New Bern , N.C ., on Feb . 17 , 1864 .
Figure 7 shows the cover from which tracing "F" in Figure 6 was taken. Th is somewhat

waterstained cove r is a Howell patriotic , printed in gray, used from Port Royal , S .c. , on May
19, 1864 . The sold ier's letter handstamp of the 55th Massachu sett s Infantry, struc k in black
has a blank space for the certifying signature of the " Ist Lt. and Adj( utant)" of the regiment ,
in this case, one L. B. Perry . Of interest here is that the ident ity of the adjuta nt might cha nge
but the officer would still normally be a first lieutenant.

I '. "

, r--.':f
1.<.,." ". ~ I :;.

~~... ~

Figure 7. "Soldier's Letter" handstamped certification of the 55th Mass. Infantry on a Howell
patriotic mailed at Port Royal, S .C., in May 1864.

The signature "E. McC lellan" traced as "E" in Figu re 6 has been see n on several covers
bearing Old Poin t Comfort markings and the hand stamp ed signature usually has the
"Soldier' s Letter" in manuscript with "Ast Surg(eon ). , U.S .A ." Thu s , while the hand 
stamped signature does not fully qualify to be reported here under our ground rules, it doe s
need to be explained. In fact , reading of E(ly) McClellan ' s name was ver ified only from the
lists of army officers in the U.S. Register for 1863!

The McC lellan handstamped signature is a complete switch from the norm al if we
assume the cove r shown in Figure 7 shows the correct version of soldier's letter endorsement
using a handstamp to save time - with a written signature .

Reports of handstamped soldier's letter endorsements of this type are still solicited, but
probably the next effort in this field will deal with the printed styles. These, also , have to
contain the legend "Soldier's Letter" and a signature !

Richard B. Graham
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THE 1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEL. Editor
THE 1869 INVERTS: PART ONE
SCOTT R. TREPEL

The U.S. Post Offi ce Department issued its first majo r postage error sometime shortly
after the March release of the 1869 Pictorial issue . The error stamps - 15, 24 and 30-cent
1869 Invert s - were created by the inadvertent turn ing of the sheets to the wro ng direction
before the second stage of the bi-color flat plate print ing process. Th is misprinting had a
rem arkab le effec t: the framed portion of the 15¢ and 24¢ designs was upside-down relative to
the central vignette; and , in the design of the 30¢ , the draped flags surrounding the Eagle and
Shield emblem were "hang ing" up instead of down.

Other print ing and manufacturing errors had been issued prior to 1869 - missing
perforations , sheets printed on both sides,and other philatelic varieties - but these could
hardl y have drawn serious concern from postal officials . On the other hand , the Inverts must
have been an embarrassment to the U.S. Post Office Dept. , which was already fac ing publi c
ridicule over the irregular 1869 designs and gum problem s (they would not stick, so the
newspaper editorials cla imed). The high-value 1869s were a first attempt at bi-color postage
stamp production; ove r 30 years would pass before the U.S .P .O. Dept. tried its hand agai n at
bi-color stamps . Ironi cally , their second effort - the 1901 Pan-American issue - was
marred by the same problem.

The 1869 Invert s are not the world's first invert errors. That title goes to the famous
Western Australia " Inverted Sw an ," which was printed in 1854 from a mis-entered cliche in
the litho graphic stone. At about the same time (but not discovered until 1874 ), the India
4-annas " Inverted Head" appeared . Thi s latter error, like the 1869 Inverts , was a printing
mistake during a two -stage press run .

News of the 1869 15¢ and 24¢ Inverts reached the philatelic press within 18 month s of
release . The American Journal of Philately , December 1870, reported the 15¢ and 24¢
Invert s (not the 30¢, which was discovered later) . Included in this report was the statement
that a " few" of the stamps in "each shee t" had inverted vignette s , meaning that the errors were
the result of a plate production flaw , not a printing erro r. While this possibility that the first
15¢ and 24¢ printing plates co ntained inverted transfers can be argued with the selection of
certa in ev idence (see Hahn, "The 15¢ Type I Print ing" , Chronicle, Feb . 1983), the author's
opinion is that all surv iving 1869 Invert stamps were the result of a prim ing error, not any
type of plate flaw . Thi s opinion is supported by the Lichtenstein story of the 15¢ "quarter
sheet" purchased at a New York City post office, and by the exi stence of the 24¢ block and
pair.

Sheet s of the 1869 bi-color stamps were printed from plates of 100 subjects, divided into
two panes of50 stamps , each with the National Bank Note Co . imprint and plate number. The
vignette and frame plates bore the same number at the time of production , but the numbers
were changed for new plates and combinations of frame and vignette plates were sometimes
used . Figure I illustrates the 15¢ vignette and frame plate designs separately, as one might
see them in proof form if such a thing existed (the author mechanically separated the frames
and vignettes from reproductions of proof sheets on India paper , circa 1875 ).

The first printing of the 15¢ 1869 stamp (Type I, without the diamond above the
vignette ) was made from plate 19 (the singular noun is used hereon for readabilit y) . The first
printing of 24¢ stamps ca me from plate 20; the 30¢ and 90¢ from plates 2 1 and 22 ,
respecti vely . No one knows with certa inty, but it seems unlikely that any issued first printing
stamps were Invert s , despite some of the circumstantial and hearsay evidence to the contrary .
Any 15¢ stamp from the first printin g must be Type I, and no exa mple of a Type I Invert has
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TABLE A

Plates Used for 1869 Bi-Color Stamps
in Chronological Order

PLATE # DENOMINATlON PRINTlNGrrYPE

19 15¢ lst: Type I Frame
20 24¢ 1st
2 1 30¢ 1st & 2nd
22 90¢ 1st & 2nd
23 15¢ 2nd; Type II Frame
24 (Vignette) 24¢ 2nd (Presumably used with frame plate .20)
3 1 (Fra me) 15¢ c . 1875 (Proof only); Used with vignette plate 23
32 15¢ c . 1875 Re-issue; Type III Frame

Note: the seco nd printing of 1869 bi-colors has been dated to about May 15, 1869. It is bel ieved that the
seco nd printin g produced invert s, therefore involving plates 20 & 24 (fo r the 24¢), plate 23 (15¢) and 2 1
(30¢).

been seen. There is currently no method of assigning 24¢ and 30¢ Inverts to a particular
printing, unless a dated piece can be produc ed which pre-dates the second printin g (circa May
15, 1869).

The second printing , which the author believes was responsible for all issued Invert s ,
involved the production of new plates for the 15¢ and 24¢ stamps . Vignette and frame plates
for the 15¢ were assigned # 23 (the frame plate containing Type II designs). At least a new
vignette plate of the 24¢ was made (#24) . The reason for assuming the old frame plate (#20)
was used again for the seco nd printing, in combination with vignette plate 24, is that the same
# 20/24 combination plates were used for the subsequent (c. 1875) re-issue printing.

Sequentially (which, as Elliott Perry argued, means chronologically when referring to
assigned plate numb ers) , plates 23 and 24 followed the 1869 90¢ plate (#22) and preceded
the new 3¢ plates necessary for expanded production (#25-30) . This sequence indicates a
need for new plates just before the time of the second print ing of 15¢ and 24¢ stamps. Thi s
unexplained need for new plates of only these two bi-color values is a key circumstance
supporti ng the theory that the first printing plates contained errors, i.e. . the inverted
transfers. Whil e it is true that philately has yet to explain why new plates were made , it is
highly speculative to infer from the National Bank Note Co. ' s action s that posit ions on the
earlier plates were entered with the vignette or frame upside-down , and , further , that these
errors were printed and issued to the public. Such an error has never been issued by the U.S.,
and the only remotely related mistake was the mis-entering of the 5¢ transfer on the 2¢
Washington plate in 1917 at the Bureau of Engravin g & Printing.

The 15¢ proofs (c . 1875) are found with a third frame plate (# 3 1, Type II) used with
vignette plate 23. Thi s frame plate 3 1exists only as a proof. For reasons not known , a fourth
and final frame plate (# 32) was made for the 1875 Re-issue , creating Type III, which closely
resembles the original Type I without diamond.

Table A summarizes this information on 1869 bi-color plates.
Relating the approx imate number of survivi ng Invert stamps to the plates of 100

subjects, the survival rate for Inverts is extraordinarily high if one ass umes that only two or
three 15¢ and 24¢ sheets and one 30¢ sheet of Inverts were issued . This estima te of shee ts
issued has been the consensus ofopinion for many yea rs; however , in the case of the first two
values, the author believes that as many as five sheets might have been issued. Further, in the
case of the 15¢ Invert , the variety of cance llations indicates that the shee ts were issued to or
used at cities other than New York City excl usively.

For the 15¢ Invert , there is a record of three unused copies and at least 90 used copies.
The author's continuing census is likely to increase the numb er of used stamps to 100 or
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Figure 1a. Vignette of 15C (from proof sheet) .

more . Of the 24¢ Invert , there are four unu sed co pies and another 77 used . Again, a 15-20
percent increase in the used co py co unt is probable . The 30¢ Invert , j us tifiably considered the
rarest of the three 1869 Inverts , is recorded with six unu sed and another 34 used. It is
improbable that the number of 30¢ Inverts wi ll increase by more than a few in used co nd ition.

To formulate an accurate es timate of Invert s issued based on surviving examples is
impossibl e . The normal survival rates do not app ly to 1869 bi-co lors, bec ause thei r unu sual
nature greatly increased their chance s of being saved . Th e designs we re dist incti ve at the time
and qu ite popular with co llecto rs abroad, where most of the covers fran ked with 15¢ , 24¢ and
30¢ stamps were dest ined . Further, much of the mail ema nating from New York C ity's trade
distr ict (bearing 1869 bi-colors paying postage to Eng land , France, Germ any , Swi tze rla nd or
Ital y) co nsisted of folde d lett er s of instru ction , which wo uld be saved in the co urse of
busin ess . When news of the Invert s reac hed the stamp co llec ting public , the sea rch for used
co pies on lett ers prob abl y res ulted in a massive sav ing of co pies sent throu gh the mails . It is
ind icati ve of the co llecting pre ferences of the times that not a s ingle fore ign mail usage of the
1869 Invert s has survi ved on cover.

Unused 1869 Invert s

Relat ive to used Inverts , the unused co pies represen t a reverse order of rarity. Th e 30¢,
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Figure 1b. Frames of 15C (from proof sheet).

which is the rarest used Invert , is the most common unu sed , with six confirmed examples .
The 24¢ is the second rarest , with four confirmed copi es , one of which is forever entombed in
the British Library ' s Tapling collection. The 15¢ , with three confirmed unused co pies , is
techn ically the rares t; however , without the Taplin g 24¢ available in the market , the two
Inverts are comparably rare . Only three collectors in the world ca n ow n a set of unused 1869
Inverts .

All but two unused 1869 Inverts (the Taplin g 24¢ and one 30¢) have Phil atelic
Foundation certificates . Of the thirteen unused Inverts , only one (the 15¢) has original gum;
the others are uncancelled , without gum . Because high- valu e stamps used in foreign mail s
were typically well ca nce lled, in order to prevent re-use , and becau se the 1869 stamps have
embosse d grills, it see ms certai n that the Inverts without gum we re really never used .

A list of unused 1869 Inverts is given in Table B. A co rresponding gro up of photographs
is labeled with P.F. ce rtificate numbers; the one missing photo is of 30¢ No.2.

At the top of the list is the 15¢ Invert with origina l gum, conside red by some to be the
most important unused classic U.S . stamp extant. Thi s stamp is the Lichtenstein find, the
story of which was publi shed by George Sloane . As told by Sloane , the stamp was part of a
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"quarter shee t" purchased by Alfred Lichtenstein' s father in the year of issue , when he was a
young man employed as a junior clerk with the banking firm, Balzer & Tharx, located in
lower Manhatta n. The youthful Lich tenstein, a stamp collector, purchased the quarter shee t
from the old Dutch Church post office on Nassau Street. Observing that the vignettes were
inverted , Lichtenstein retained one copy (paid for with his lunch money of 19¢) , and returned
the rest to the window clerk for another correctly printed quarter shee t, which he believ ed
necessary for the use of his employer. Another version of this story has the firm using the
rem ainin g 24 stamps on mail. The Invert stamp remained in Lichtenstein Sr. ' s co llection
until one evening when a famil y friend succeeded in exchanging other stamps for the single
15¢ . Acc ording to the story, the ju venile Alfred "got out of bed" to watch over the
proceedin gs , but was dismi ssed when he objected to the exchan ge .

The history of the Lichtenstein l5¢ Invert is a bit hazy until Worthington ' s ownership.
Sloan e reco rds it as se lling at a Staten Island Philatelic Society auction for $285 "a nd
eventually to Europe ," where it was subsequently acquired by a dealer for George Worth 
ington at a price of $ 1,200 . The stamp sold publ icly for $4, 100 in the Morgen thau sale of
Worthington' s collection, reported by Sloane to be the highest price eve r paid at auction for a
U.S . stamp up to that time. Th e stamp passed into the Arthur Hind co llection, and, in 1933 , it
was sold at the Hind auction for $7,000 to Elliott Perry. Sloane wrote that Perry bought the
stamp "for the account of a New England collector," while Lester Brookman publi shed his
own acco unt that Perr y stated the stamp was "bought for stock." Brookman was probably
wrong, because the unid enti fied New England collector was Arthur Brigham .

At one point , Warren H. Colson handled this I5¢ Invert with gum, because it bears his
"W. H. C." backstamp guarantee mark. The author does not know when this was applied and
what Colson ' s role was.

From Brigh am , the stamp passed to the Weill ' s, who have tended to its well being on
and off for the past 35 years. Recoll ecting their involvement in the stamp, Raymond Weill
placed it after Brigham as being in an important Pennsylvanian collection until the late 1960s
when they purchased the entire co llection for $4-million. The Weill s then sold the 15¢ Invert
to Josiah K. Lilly , whose taste for unused class ics must have been satisfied by the addition of
this only known example with gum. Lilly probably intended to acquire the 24¢ and 30¢
Invert s unu sed , and he might have at the Barrett Hindes sale in 1968, if he had not died first.
Lilly has the distinct ion of having the briefest per iod of ownership of the 15¢ Invert.

The Lilly collection was offered in seve ral auctions beginning in 1967 . The l5 ¢ Invert
was sold for $35, 000 at the first sa le, held February 2, 1967. The buyers were the Weill s of
New Orleans, who subsequently placed the stamp in a Texas co llector's album. After
acquiring that collection in late 1979, the Weill s remained as owners of the l5¢ Invert. The
stamp did make an auction appe aranc e at Robert A. Siegel's "Rarities" sale of 1982, where it
was knocked down for $ 198, 000, but nothing is known about the consignor or buyer.

In 1987 , the 15¢ Invert with gum, combined with the two other 1869 Inverts, was placed
with Ryohei Ishikawa through a private transact ion negotiated by agents represent ing the
buyer and seller. The unu sed set now rests on a page bearing a used set and the 24¢ Invert
block, which was part of Ish ikawa' s Grand Prix d'H onneur exhibit at Capex.

The Philateli c Foundation certificate issued to Ezra Cole in the 1960s still acco mpanies
the stamp.

The histo ry of the two other unused 15¢ Inverts is not nearly so fascinating. The second
cop y listed in Table B was Ferrari ' s. It is recorded as having been part of coll ections formed
by Wharton Sinkler, M. Heathcote , and Barrett Hindes. Following the 1968 Hindes sa le, the
stamp, along with Hindes ' s 24¢ and 30¢ Inverts, appeared in a:1 974 Daniel F. Kelleher sale
conducted by Stanley J . Richmond. The set sold as a unit, and as far as is known, remains
intact today .

The third know n unu sed 15¢ Invert has no recorded history . It was certified by The
Philatelic Foundation in 1958 , when it was part of the Houghton Phillips co llection. Phillips ,
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33196 3618 29687 26534
Figure 2. Listed 1869 Inverts. except 30C no. 2.

a Texas co llector, ow ned a com plete set of unu sed 1869 Invert s . T he We ills acquired this
collec tion privately, and today still have the Phill ips copy of the 15¢. It is of exceptiona lly
rich co lor, and the cen ter ing matches the Lich tenstein find copy.

The 24¢ Invert , apart from its rarit y (three known outside institu tio ns) , is the worst
centere d . The best of the four unused co pies, with perforatio ns clearing the design , is the first
on the author's list. Thi s co py, ex Phillips and now part of the Ishikawa set , is wo rthy of a
grade "fi ne" by normal sta nda rds; it has a thin spot. T he ex Hindes 24¢, which is par t of the
set sold at Kelleher in 1974 , is touched at left and has two short perfs; still, it is an attractive
stamp . The third on the lis t is cen tered to the extreme upper right; it was Worthin g ton's copy,
then appeari ng in Joh n Fox (1953), Lambert Gerber (1954) and, subsequently, H .R. Harmer
sa les. If one were to atte mpt assembl ing a com plete set today, th is off-center stamp wo uld be
the only 24¢ Invert left , ass uming that the others will be kept as parts of se ts .

The Tapling 24¢ is ce ntered stro ngly to the upper right. Furthe r, the vignette is far down
on the frame, just touch ing the "Four" of the value labe l. It most like ly came from the same
sheet as the othe rs , which also show the low vignette position .

If a stamp of which six copies exist can be con sidered "easy" at all, then the 30¢ Invert
may be categorized as the easiest of the three 1869 Inve rts to acqu ire in attrac tive co ndition.
Three of the six unu sed co pies have small faults (one of these is reperforated) . Of the three
sound co pies, two tie for ce ntering, the third is ce ntere d j ust s lightly to the left.

The reperforated co py is ex Phillips and is now part of the Ishi kawa se t. Th e sixth 30¢ on
the list is part of the ex Hindes set, which is still intact. Ferrari' s unu sed 30¢, the fourth in the
list, last ap peared at auction in 1960. The three other 30e Inverts are not part of sets and are
held private ly.

Co nsidering the many affl uent co llectors who have attempted to form co mplete unu sed
U.S . stamp co llections, it is noteworth y that perha ps a hal f dozen have succeeded in
asse mbling the 1869 Invert s .

(To be conti nued)
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TABLE B

Recorded Examples of Unused 1869 Inverts

15-CENT

I. PF 12578 . with origina l gum
Ex Lichtenste in (purchase d at N.Y.c. post office . 1869)

State n Island Phil ate lic Soc iety. auction sa le ($285). per G . Sloane
Europea n ow ne r (unide ntified) per G. Sloane

"W .H .C ." guarantee mark

Worthington (at $ 1,200) per G . Sloane
Hind (fro m Wo rthington auction at $4 . 100)
Brigham (fro m Hind auct ion at $7 .000. Perry as age nt)
Weill
Penn . co llec tor (purchase d from Weill)
Weill (purchase d from Pen n. co llecto r)
Lilly (purchase d fro m Wei ll)
Weill (fro m Lilly auction at $35 .000)
Texas collector (purchased from Weill)
Weill (purchase d fro m Texas co llector . 1979)
S iege l " Rarities" sa le . 1982 ($ 198.000)
Weill
Ryohei Ishikawa (purchase d through representatives)

2. PF 26532 " with soi ling in margin"
Ex Ferrar i

S inkler
Ward
M . Heathcote
Hindes (H.R . Harmer sale. 1968)
Kelleher sale. 1974

3. PF 10048
Ex H. Phi llips

Weill (purchased fro m Phi llips)

24-CENT

I . PF 242; 2968 5 "s ma ll thin in grill"
Ex H. Phi llips

Weill (purchase d from Phi llips)
Ryo hei Ish ikawa (purchased through representatives)

2. PF 26533
Ex Sco tt Stamp & Co in. Co .

Ward
S inkler
M . Heathcote
Hindes (H. R. Harmer sa le . 1968)
Kelleher sa le . 1974

3. PF 37 170 ; 4 1107 "with 2 tiny margin creases between perforations"
(revised) "with margin crease "
Ex Wort hington

John Fox sa le . 1953
L. Gerber sa le . 1954
H.R . Harm er sa le

4 . Tap ling Co llec tio n (British Library)
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3D-CENT

I . PF 66364 " thin spot . co rner perf strengthened"
Ex Green (Harme r. Rooke sale V l1I)

Private co llector

2. No Cer tifica te
Ex U.S . Tr ust. S iege l sale . 1972

Rarities sale . Siegel 1975

3 . PF 33 196
Ex Rarities sa le. Siege l 1970

Texas co llecto r
Weill (purchase d from Texas co llec tor. 1979)
Rarit ies sa le. Siegel 1981 ($ 125.000)

4 . PF 36 18
Ex Ferra ri

Gree n (Hamler. Rooke sale)
John Fox sale . 1954
H.R . Harmer sale. 1960

5. PF 29687 "defective, reperforated at left ..
Ex H. Phillips

Wei ll (p urchased fro m Phi llips)
Ryohei lsikawa (purchase d throu gh representa tives)

6. PF 26534 " faint sta ining"
M . Heath cote
Ex Hindes (H. R. Harmer sale. 196 8)

Ke lleher sa le. 1974
U.S. # 29, superb used
PFC,red CDS, ex-Haas

U.S. # 12
Gem used pair

U.S. # 122*, superb, OG,
PFC-"one of f inest known"

SUPERB Quality 19th Century Stamps
of the United States.

"Quality is our ONL Y Business II

(305) 274-4066 JRallrl.all
P.O. Box 56-1593, Miami, FL 33256

Membe rs: APS
USPCS
ASDA
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
THE ONE CENT COLUMBIAN STAMP
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

The December 5, 1892 , Post Office Departm ent C IRCU LA R TO POST MAST ERS
said: "One-cent. - ' Co lumbus in Sight of Land , ' after the painting by Wm . H. Powell ," and
"Co lor, Antwerp blue ." This would be the second most used stamp of the series (following
the 2¢ Co lumbian) and the Post Offi ce ass igned to it the second most important picture .

Figure 1. " Columbus in Sig ht
of Land " from a plate proof on
card .

Fourteen of the 16 Co lumbians show scenes from the life of Co lumb us. Of these 13 were
ada pted from paint ings or engrav ings . The design on the 6¢ Co lumbian was taken fro m one of
the panels of the bro nze door s of the U.S . Ca pitol. Tak ing the stamps in orde r of increasi ng
denomination , the scenes depicted are not in chro nological order. Ac tually "Columbus in
Sight of Land " is number seven in a chro nologica l sequence . Figure I presents a plate proo f
on ca rd of the I¢ Columbian design. The official desc ription included the statement 'This
reproducti on [of Powe ll' s pain ting] is inc losed in a circ le . On the le ft of it is represen ted an
India n wo man wi th her child , and on the right an Indian man with head dress of feathe rs 
each figure in a sitt ing posture ."

Th is I¢ Columbian and all of the other Columbians were produced by the American
Bank Note Compan y. Th ey are the last of the 19th century U.S . stamps to be prin ted by the
private bank note co mpanies . The vignette was engraved by Alfred Jones and Charles
Skinner. Th e fram e and lettering were done by D.S . Ronaldson . J In his book , Essays/or
Adhesive U.S. Postage Stamp s, Clarence W . Brazer listed three full ess ay drawings and two
ce ntral portrait essays of the I¢ mot if.

The Post Office issued 449 , 195 ,550 I¢ Colurnbi ans.:' To put this large number in a
better perspecti ve , there were very close to 8 ,000 I¢ Co lum bians for eve ry S 1.00 Co lumbian
issued ." Thi s is why the I¢ Colum bian remains one of the very few 19th ce ntury U.S . stamps
that can be purch ased (use d) for less than a dollar. Thi s number , 449 mill ion , represent s about
22 percent of all the U.S . Co lumbians printed . Th e initial print ing of the I¢ Co lumbians
available January 1, 1893 , was nearly 43 milli on."

I . Craig J . Turne r. "The Early United States Bank Note Companies:' Am. Phil. Congress . vol. 38. pp.
11-47. 1972 .

2. 1894 Report of the Postmaster General . p. 472 . Brookman (The United SIllies Postage Stamps ofthe
191h Century: Vol. III, p . 55 ) listed 440 ,195.550 1e Columbi ans. Typographica l error '!

3. For these and the other Co lumbians the American Bank Note Co . was paid IN per 1.000 stamps . The
price for the 1890 Small Bank Note dcfinitives was 7A7e per 1,000 stamps. 1893 Report of the Postmaster
General . p. xxx.

4 . John Luff. Postage Sta mps of the United Sta les , ( 1902) .
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Figure 2. Used plate block eight with full imprint of 1CColumbian stamps. Courtesy of William
Weiss.

Figure 2 shows a very sca rce exa mple of a used plate block of e ight with full imprint of
the issued stamp. Th irty plates were used , eac h of 200 subjec ts ." Th e I¢ plate lett ers and
numbers were : J: 46 -50; K: 5 1-55 ; P: 65-69; MM : 149-153; 00: 159-163 and VV : 194-198 .
Used plate blocks of any number are far scarce r than the ir mint co unterparts .

The uses of the I¢ Columbian were many and var ied . Here we run thro ugh the U.S. mail
classes and then look at overseas mail. We star t with domest ic first class mail. Th e Post
Office, fac ing competitio n fro m private lett er carriers, had introd uce d free del ivery so me
three decades ea rlier, beginn ing with the most populou s ci t ies . Over the yea rs free deli very
had been ex tended to sma ller and smaller ci ties and town s . However, in 1893 there were still
many small towns witho ut free del ivery . At these sma ll post offices lacking free de livery the
postal rate for drop letters was I¢ per I oz . Figure 3 shows such a drop letter fro m Greenfie ld ,
Oh io, a small town that had not yet rece ived free deli very. The enve lope contains a writte n
acce ptance of a wed ding invi tation.

Figure 3. A 1C drop letter, no
free delivery. GREENFIELD,
OHIO, NOV 14, 1893.

The regul ar domestic rate for letter mail had bee n 2¢ per oz. since Oc tober I , 1883 . Thi s
offered two op portunities for the use of I¢ Col umbians. T he stamp could be used to rate up a
I¢ stamped envelope . Or , a pair of I¢ Co lumbians co uld be used to pay the 2¢ domestic rate
as shown in Fig ure 4 . The advertisement on this cover was a pop ular way of advertising in the
late 1800s and early 1900s .

5. F. L. Ellis. "Columbian Plate Numbers," The BlIr('(1/I Specialist . vol. 35. pp . 232-234 . June 1964 .
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Figure 4. Two 1¢ Columbians paid the 2¢ domestic letter rate. CAMDEN, N.J., DEC 11, 1893.
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. COMMERC I ~L COLLEGE Of KEiHUCKY ur~ Iv[RSITY , LfXINCHN, I'~

Figure 5. Third class mail, a wrapper. 1893.

206 A 208 UNION ST . , SPRINCFIELD. MUS.

UNITED ST~TES Gf?-VERN MENT M ANUFAC

~\\~~r. 'h,\\ ·£M)~1J.Clai1Jlecl.
to O~V~~J

~~~)~ ~,. ,. - - - - - - - - --"

Figure 6. Third class mail. Unsealed envelope with a printed enclosure. SPRINGFIELD, MASS.,
MAR 23,1894. " Ret urn ed to writer" cost 1¢.
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Figure 7. A domestic postal card that was not a UPU postal card . Oversize, charged UPU letter
rate. Postage due 30 centimes (6CI. NEW YORK, N.Y., FEB 13, 1894.

Second class mail included newspapers and periodi cals. Th e rates were low and the
restri ctions were co mplex. Typical rates were I¢ per pound for new spapers and periodi cal s
when mail ed by the publisher from his offi ce of publi cation and I¢ per 4 oz . when mai led by
someone else .

FUNCH, EOYE &. CO.,
27 South WillIam St.,

New·York.

Hrr

Skibsreder-ca~.~~_...... .
. _/ . . / A

. · _c~_.... ·....._ .._

N orway.

Figure 8. Prices current (printed matterl to Norway. NEW YORK, N.Y., FEB 2, 1894.

The pr imary use of the I¢ Columbian appears to have been in third class mail : book s ,
circulars , printed matt er , etc . The rate was I¢ per 2 oz. Figure 5 illustrates a wra ppe r from the
Commercial College of Kentucky Uni versity frank ed w ith a I¢ Co lumbian. Perhaps the
wrapper held a catalog or a brochure of the co llege . Figure 6 shows an unsea led enve lope that
presum ably co ntained a printed notice or circu lar. The I¢ Bank Note du e was affixed because
there was a charge for returning this cover to the writer. Return of und eli vered first c lass mail
was free; return of third cla ss mail was not.

Finally for domestic mail , fourth c lass ma il (parce l post) was charged I¢ per oz .
Turning to uses of the I¢ Co lumbian on overseas ma il, the Universa l Posta l Union rate

for post cards was 2¢ . Figure 7 ex hibits a Grant postal ca rd rated up to the 2¢ UPU rate.
Unfortunate ly the Grant postal card was over the 5Y.~ x 3 Y.~ inch Iirnit and was too big to pass
as a post card . Man y Grant postal cards did get by for 2¢ . Thi s one did not. Unde r UP U
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regulatio ns the card was forwarded at the letter rate (5¢ per '12 oz .). The 'T " was the
internation al symbo l for underp ayment , here 3¢ . The 3¢ (15 ce ntimes) deficiency was
doubled as a pen al ty . T he Swiss postal workers co llec ted the 30 ce ntimes due and affixed the
two Swiss postage due stamps .

A second and s ignificant overseas use of the I¢ Columbian was on printed matter. The
UPU printed matt er rate was I¢ per 2 oz . Figure 8 shows an unsealed enve lope posted to
Norway. T he e nve lope still co nta ins a printed price list for shipme nts of gra in, cotton , and
petro leum .

Figure 9. Registered to Canada. CHICAGO, ILL., Dec 5, 1893 .

Finally the I¢ Columbian could be and often was used to make up higher rates .
Exa mples inc lude multiple usage , co mbination with other Co lumb ians and mixed franking
(Colurnbians and othe r issues mixed). Figure 9 displays a strip of four and a single I¢

Columbian on a 5¢ enve lope paying the 2et per oz . letter rate and the 8¢ registry fee to
Ca nada . (T he U .S . had ex tende d its domestic rates to Canada and to Mexico .) The 5et
stamped enve lope was designed for overseas letter mail but was not res tricted to tha t usage .

Numerous examples of the Ie Co lumbian used wit h hig her value Co lumbians and other
U .S . issues wi ll be incl uded in subse quent articles.

Summariz ing postal usage of the I et Columbi an, it was used for all cla sses of domestic
mail and for all forms o f overseas mail . A Iet stamp was required for a variety of 1et rates such
as circulars not over 2 oz . As mu ltiples and in combination with other stamps the I¢

Columbian helped pay a wide variety of higher rates.
A FIVE CENT GARFIELD PLATE VARIETY
RICHARD M. SEARING

Exa mples o f a plate variety of the 5et indi go issue of 1888 are shown in Figures 1 and 2 .
A deep sc ratch or tool mark enters from the bottom of the design cutting a vertica l line
th rou gh the ribbon at the le ft and ending in the lower part of the panel frami ng the portrait.

This sc ratch is too large to be co ns idered a flyspeck variety, ye t the unused stamp in
Figure I was offe red twi ce du ring 1986 by a major auction co mpany wit hout ment ion of the
scratch, eve n thou gh it shows clearly in the ca talog illustrat ions. I Interestin gly , the used
stamp shown in Figure 2 was offere d in an unp retent ious ma il bid onl y sale without
illustrati on , but with a lot descriptio n that ment ioned the scratch .I

I. Daniel F. Ke lleher salc 57 1 of January 1986. lot 380; sale 572 of May 1986 . lot 526 .
2. Dale Enterprises mail sa le 35 of Decem ber 1986. lot 202 .
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Figure 1. A five cent stamp of the indigo issue
of 1888 showing a plate scratch at the lower
left.

jiFV. V. we •••• e. ,

Figure 2. A used example of the 1888 issue
showing the same scratch as in Figure 1.

Thi s variety was once discussed in Sloane's co lumn, but very little was known." He
spec ulated that the variety might also be found among stamps of the ye llow brown issue of
1882. Thi s is certa inly possible as new plates were never made after the co lor ch ange of 1888.

The ex istence of the ye llow bro wn strip overprinted "S AMPLE An shown in Figure 3
provides some previou sly unreported inform ation about this variety . As Figure 4 shows , we
can determin e the plate position of this scratch as bein g 6R53 7 . However , even thou gh th is
strip is in a brown shade, it proves nothing about the var iety ex isting on stamps of the 1882
issue as this strip is from a special print ing made in 1889 . It should be noted that the scratch
does not see m to show up as we ll in brown .

Figure 3. Imprint and plate # strip of the special printing of 1889 with " SAM PLE A" overprint.

The ex istence of this varie ty on stamps of the 1882 issue depend s on when plate 537 was
scratched. There are four possibilit ies. First, the plate cou ld have been scratched at the time it
was made for the steam press in 1885 . Thi s seems unli kely as new plates were normally
scrut inized carefully for flaws and attempts were made to rem ove any found.

A second possibil ity is that the plate was scratched after bein g made , but before the co lor
change of 1888. If the first possib ility is true , then all upper right plate blocks or strips of the
1882 issue from plate 537 wo uld show this scra tch in positi on 6. Th e second possibil ity co uld

3. George Sloane, Sloane's Column , Bureau Issues Association reprin t, page 258.
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Fi g u re 4 . Clos e u p of the
r i g htm os t sta m p from t h e
st ri p in Figure 3. showing t he
plate scrat ch variety.

be pro ven by the ex istence of these multip les both with and without the scratch in position 6 .
Gi ven the fact tha t no examples have bee n rep orted on any stamps of the 1882 issue during the
last 100 years, thi s au thor feel s that ne ither possibility is likely . Ca n anyo ne show an
example ?

A th ird possibility is that the plate was scratched at precisely the time of the co lor change
of 1888. [f we assume that thi s scratch was accidental. then the mathem atical odds agai nst
this are e nor mo us.

A fourth po ssib ilit y is that the plate was scra tched afterthe co lor change but before the
spec ial print ing of 1889 . Thi s see ms the most like ly by proce ss of elimination. [I' the third
possibi lity is true then a ll upper right plate blocks or strips of the 1888 issue from plate 537
would show thi s mark . Possib ility four co uld be proven by the ex istence of these mu ltiples
both with and witho ut the sc ratch.

There are probl ems wi th all th is conjecture abo ut multiples from plate 537 . No plate
. blocks o r strips of the 1882 issue have survived from plate 537 accord ing to John Chapin 's
use ful book on classic plate block s ." And unfortunatel y his book stops wi th the 1882 issue .
Th e existence of the desired mul tiples of the 1888 issue is unknown to this author. Ca n
anyo ne pro vide informat ion on the ir ex istence?

Regardl ess of wh en plate 537 was scratched, stamps show ing this variety are un
doubtedl y rare . If only the stea m press plates K537-54 1were used on the 1888 issue (w hich is
probable), and if plate 537 was scratched at the time of the co lor cha nge (it most likel y
happened later), then one co uld still only ex pec t to find th is plate variety on I in 1,000 of the
indi go or blue 5¢ Garfield stamps .

4. John C. Chapin. A Census ofU, S. Classic Plate Blocks / 85 /- / 882.1 982.
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The first thing to do is get in touch with us, and ask for th e
Apfelbaum guide to selling your stamps.

This guide will present, and explain, the options you have
when you decide to sell all or part of your collection . Selling at
auction might be the best way. Direct sale to us or private treaty
could be the most beneficial.

What ever method you ultimat ely decide up on , you sho uld have
the stamps evaluated. We can do th at for you, too. And our
guide will give you tips on how to arra nge for safe shipment.

Simply give us a call, or use the coupo n below. The guide is
free.

I'

How to
sell the ones
you love.

2006 Walnut Street
Philade lphia, PA 19103
800/523-4648
In PA215/567-5200

Please send me your guide to selling stamps .
Name _

Address _

City State Zip _

Phone Best time to call is _

.................
..' ".

t \· .· .· .· .. .. .
'" ..'.................

•

•
•
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor
THE ORIGINS OF FREIGHT MONEY
RICHARD F. WINTER

T he Letter Books oj the Postmaster General of the United States' cont ain a series of
lett ers whic h provid e inte res ting new information related to the origins of freig ht money
covers. Mu ch o f the incoming corresponde nce to which the PMG wro te these answers is also
ava ilable .? Combined, these lett er files co ntain sufficient detail s to suggest the origins of an
unu sual sc he me which used the Post Office Dep artment to co llec t and forward pri vate charges
on lett ers ca rried by the ea rly . non -cont ract steamships and sailing packets." Additiona lly,
these letters suggest the ea rliest possibl e dates for the co llec tion of freight money fees and in
wh ich c ities the cha rges were first co llec ted . The revelati on of these detail s is import ant
because examples o f freight money co vers from some of the cities have yet to be record ed .
This art ic le will exa mi ne the fact s as desc ribed and ordered by the PMG.

To review , freight money refers to a fee imposed by the shipping co mpanies upon eac h
lett er ca rried pri vat el y by the ea rly transatlantic stea mships and sa iling packet s from New
York to England . A uni form fee of 25¢ for stea mships and 121/ 2¢ for sai ling packet s was
established by practi ce for eac h sing le lett er rate . In 1956 , Fra nk Staff provided the first
published information on freight money fees." Staff ex panded somew hat on th is ea rly
reference in an Octob er 1959 artic le for The PhilatelistS in whic h he quotes a 26 December
1838 Not ice issued by the Deputy Ca nadian Postm aster Ge neral, T .A . Stay ner , wi th the title
" Freight Mon ey ." This Noti ce ale rted the Ca nadia n public to the 12'12¢ ship fee for letters
ca rried on the New York sailing pack ets to Euro pe . Charl ess Hahn picked up on the "freigh ts
money" term in a len gth y artic le pub lished in the Aug ust and Novem ber 1978 issue s of the
Chronicle," The Hah n article described letters for whic h the additiona l ship charge was
co llec ted by postmaste rs as " fre ight money covers, " a term whic h has become accepted and
popular with co llec to rs of these interesting covers . Th is article also pro vided Hahn ' s firs t
list ing of known fre ight money covers. Hahn made additions to his freig ht money cover
list ing in the Ma y 1980 Chronicle?based upon reader response to his origina l ar ticle. The last
upd ate to this listing appeared in the May 1985 Chronic le' and adde d four ne w ci ties of origi n
of these covers . In non e of the letters to or from the U.S . PMG. rep orted in this article, is there
any referen ce to the term " fre ight money ." Mostly, the terms "s hip charges," "steamship

I . Letter Books ofthe Postmaster General oft he United States. vol umes H-I and I- I . Recor d Group 2X.
Post O ffice Department. Th e Na tio nal Archives . Washin gton . D.C.

2 . Letters Received , PostmustcrGcncral. 18/5-/ 908 . Record Group 28 . Post Office De partm ent. Th e

Natio nal Archives . Wa shington . D,C.
3 . Ame rica ns use d the word " Packet" in the 1830s to describe vessels that sailed on regu lar ly scheduled

dat es with cargo and passen gers . Thi s d iffered from those vesse ls that sailed at irregular inter val s when
suffic ient cargo became av ail ab le to set a sailing da te . the mode o f operation of most sai ling vessels of the
time . Often the sa iling packets from New York ca rried lette r bags as private mails . but they had no co ntrac t to
carry letter s for the U.S. Gove rnm e nt. In G reat Britain . the word " Packet" had an enti rely differ ent mean ing .
Here it was applied to all vessel s. whether sail or steams hip . that we re employe d by the Government to ca rry
mail s to and fro m places abroad .

4 . The Transatlantic Mail by Frank Sta ff. Part II. Section E titled "The Carriage o f Letters by Pioneer
Stea mships ... ..

5. The Philatelist , October 1959 . pp . 10-13 .
6. Chronicle 99 : 156-1 65 and Chronicle 100:228-235 and rep rinted in The American Philatelist in

September 1979 .
7 , Chronicle I 06 :80-X1 and reprinted in The American Philatelist in August 1980 .

8. Chronicle 126:9 2-94 .
Chronicle 135 I August 1997 I Vol. 39. No.3



charges" or " freight charge s" are used . It would appear that Deputy Postmaster General
Stay ner of Quebec coi ned the term " fre ight money" in his December 1838 Notice .

To enco urage foreign co rrespo ndence , PMG Amos Kendall supported an unpreced ented
plan to have se lected post offices co llec t private ship fees as we ll as the U.S . inland postage
to New York and send these fees to the Postm aster of New Yor k to pay the age nts of the
shipping co mpanies their requ ired ship charges. In effec t, the U.S. postmasters were acting
as a collec ting age ncy for private tari ffs! In those offices that we re permitted to implement
these procedures , the postm asters were required to mark lett ers to show the co llec tion of the
addit ional charge. Thi s led to a variety of interesting and o ften co nfusing rate markings" on
early transatlanti c covers .

The Postmaster of Philadelphia was the first postm aster to request and recei ve approval
to co llec t the Briti sh steams hip ca rrying charge along with the inland charge he would
norm ally co llec t. 10 Responding to a I August 1838 letter fro m Postmaster Page of Ph iladel 
phia , PMG Kendall ag reed on 9 August that the Post Office Dep artment revenu es would be
increased if postm asters would facilitate the foreign co rres ponde nce by recei ving the
steamship charge as well as the American postage , using the Postmaster at New York to pass
the steamship charges overto the agent s of the steamships . Th is was undoubtedly based upon
the fact that private express companies were takin g revenu es from the Post Office Depart
men t by offering to accept all fees necessary to ge t the lett ers to the stea me rs, including the
prepaym ent of the stea mship charges. He went on to say , how ever , that he had no authority in
Post Offi ce laws to orde r this co llec tion. He conside red the co llec tion of the stea mship charge
as a private service rend ered to ind ividuals for which there was no legal requirem ent or
regul ation to perform and that its co llection was not a se rvice to the U.S. PMG Kendall , on
the other hand , had no objec tion to the voluntary co llect ion by the Postm aster of Phil adelphia
of the steamship charge as a serv ice to his ow n co mmunity and the separate transfer of these
mo nies to the Postm aster at New York to be paid to the steams hip agents the re. He wrote that
it wo uld be necessary to "enter the Steam Ship charge on eac h lett er , and also separately on
Your way bills ." W ith this, PMG Kendall req uested the Phi lade lphi a PM to communicate his
intentions.

The repl y from Philadelphia , dated 10 August, was received on 13 August enthusi
astically agree ing to the separate co llection and accounting of the steams hip charge . On the
same day PMG Kendall sent instructions to the New York PM which enclosed the affirmative
decision from Philadelphia. PMG Kend all directed Postm aster Coddingto n of New York to
pay the agents of the stea mship the amo unts received from Philadelphia as shown on the way
bill s and to return those way bills to the Auditor' s Office (in Washington , D.C. ) with the
quarterl y accounts as vouchers upon which a credi t to his account would be mad e. On 14
August, PMG Kendall sent add itional instructions to the Philadelphia PM to separate ly
pack age steamship letters sent to New York , each package to contain two way bill s , one for
land postage and the other for ship charges onl y.

Since the decision to collec t freight money fees in Phil adelphia was made on 10 Au gust
1838, there wa s time to put the pract ice into effect for the third return voyage of Great

9. Freig ht money cov ers from Philadelphia ca n presen t diffi culty in an evaluation of the inland and
freight money fees because the Postmaster combined all the fees into one rate marking on the letter. Most
other cities that acce pted freigh t money fees separated the inla nd and freig ht money amo unts with rate
markings in di fferent places on the letter.

10 . A 10 August 1838 letter from PMG Kendall to a New York C ity lawyer, in response to an inquiry
made on 23 May 1838 on the matter of co llec tion of the steams hip fees , transm itted a co py of the
co rres pondence to Philadelphia . Whil e the possibility exis ts tha t the ship charge co llection plan may have
been advanced as ea rly as late May 1838. it was not responded to until the Philade lphia PM recommenda
tions were submitted and acce pted . Sin ce the 23 May 1838 letter has not been found. there is no wa y to be
ce rta in that it made the same suggestion.
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Western , a steamer o f the G reat Western Steam Ship Co mpani I which de parted New York
on 16 Aug ust for Bristol , Eng land . It can be co nc luded that the earlies t fre ight money cov ers
would have ori gi nated in Philade lphia in the few days before that sailing . New York is not
co ns ide red as a fr eight mon ey post o ffice since the New York PM did not co llec t these fees;
instead the ind ivid uals writing letter s took them to the age nt o ffice where the steams hip
charge wa s paid d irect ly to the age nt . Figure I shows a sca rce ex ample of a cover originating
in Philade lphia on 22 September 1838 , ca rried "out of the ma ils" to New York , and taken to
Hale ' s Fore ign Letter O ff ice for the 4 Oc tobe r 1838 sailing of Great Western . This cover
shows the 25\t ex tra cha rge written on the back in pencil , probably by the for warding age nt as
the lett e r never e nte red the U .S . postal sys tem . A total o f 2 shill ing 10 pence was co llec ted in
London for a doubl e ship Ic ttc r rate (2x8d ship fcc plus 2x9d Brit ish inland postage from
Bristo l to Lon don .) T he Icttc r had origi na lly been rated as a sing le rate lett e r and later
correc ted, probably at Londo n. Note the inspector ' s initials a longsid e the new rating .

Figure 1. Philadelphia, Pa., 22 September 1838, carried privately to New York and placed in Great
Western's letter bags by forwarding agent, Hale's Foreign Letter Office of New York. Pencil
notation of 25¢ freight money fee alongside forwarding agent red , 4-lined handstamp on back of
cover.

I I . St a ff repo rted a 30 Ju ne 1838 New York Albion newspaper announce me nt o f a 25<t per single shee t
stea ms hip fee for lette rs to be carried on the second voyage of Great Western , the first having had no extra
lett e r charge. Th e co llect ion o f th is fee was the reason that the Ph iladelp hia PM had submitted his requ est to

the PMG .
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The earliest Philadelphia stea mship fre ight money cover' f known to the author is show n
in Figure 2. Th is folded letter was posted in Philadelphia on 19 October 1838 endo rsed " By
the Royal Will iam Steamer via Liverp ool" and add ressed to Paris , France. Th e letter was
prepaid $1 .50 , marked in the upper right co rner and later crossed th rough by clerks at
Lond on , for a quadruple inland rate and freight money fees (4xI2 Y2¢ plu s 4x25¢.) Royal
William departed New York on 20 October and arrived in Liverpool on 5 No vember. Upon
arrival at the G. P.O. in London, the Inland Offi ce sec tion rated the letter for 4 shilling 9 pence
postage due , which was later crossed out in the Foreign Office section that handled the mail s
for Fran ce . Th e Foreign Offi ce then marked in the upper right corner 4 shilling 6 pence , the
debit against Fran ce under the Anglo-French Treaty of 1836 13 (3x 1/6 , the pri vate ship rate via
Engl and under the Treaty .) Paris marked the letter for a postage due of 8 Francs 4 decimes
wh ich provided 54 decim es payback to Great Britain (4 shill ing 6 pence) and 30 decimes
French inland postage as the letter actua lly weighed 20 grams and was so marked in
manu script in the upper left co rne r.

r .

Figure 2. Philadelphia. Pa.• 19 October 1838. to Paris prepaid $1.50for quadruple inland and freight
money fees by Royal William steamer. Paris marked 8FR 4 postage due (8 Francs. 4 decimes or 84
decimes).

The first PMG letter on the subject of co llection of stea mship fees in a city other than
Philadelphi a was sent on 6 Sept ember 1838 to the Postmaster of Ch arle ston , S.c. Ac
knowledging an II Au gust request, PMG Kendall sent copies of his correspondence with the
Philadelphia PM and indicated that he had no objection to Charleston ' s adopting the same
arrange ment. Th is time he went furth er in stating that the serv ice had to be per form ed without
a charge of co mmiss ion by the postm aster. If Ch arleston agreed , PMG Kendall would issue
the requisite orders to the New York office . On the same day PMG Kendall also sent a simi lar
letter to the Postm aster of Baltimore , John S. Skinner, who had made the same requ est on 17
August , six days after the Ch arleston PM . The Baltim ore PM adv ised the PMG that New
York had told him the stea mship charges had to be paid in ad vance . Left unsaid was the fact
that without the prep ayment the letters would be sent out by any oth er avai lable mean s , sure ly

12. The Hahn list ings of known freight money cove rs show two Aug ust 1837 covers from Philadelphia
carried by sailing vessel s . The PMG co rres ponde nce ci ted in this article does not suppo rt Hahn ' s co nclus ion
that there were freight money cove rs this ear ly.

13. See " Mails from U.S . to France via England: 1836-1849" by Richard F. Winte r in the Fiftieth
American Philatelic Congress Book. September 1984 . for a deta iled exp lanat ion of the rating of covers und er
this treaty.
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not the desired steamship. On II Se ptem ber 1838, the Char leston PM , Alfred Huger ,
acce pted the Phil adelphia plan and agreed to co llect no co mmission charge for the service.
PMG Kendall d irec ted New York in a letter dated 19 September to advance steamship
charges fro m Cha rles to n to co mpany age nts as was bein g done for Philadel phia . Th e
Charles to n PM was adv ised the same day. The da te of acceptance from Baltimore is not
know n but an earl y October 1838 lett er shows that Baltimore was among the three cities
approved for the freight money co llec tion plan at that time.

In late Se ptembe r 1838 , the PMG had an awkward probl em to deal with . Without
co nsulting the Post Office Department , Abraham Bell & Co mpany, the age nts of the
Transatlanti c Steam Sh ip Co mpany wh ich ow ned the stea mships Royal William and Liver
poo l, sent c irculars to the postm asters of a number of port cities telling the postma sters that
they should co llec t steams hip fees on letters carrie d by the co mpany's steamers . But , the
PMG had approved only three cities - Philadelph ia , Cha rleston, and Balt imore - to co llec t
these charges . S .R . Hobbi e , Acting PMG for Amos Kend all , sent a sharp ly worded letter on
4 Oc tober to Abraha m & Bell Co. He sta ted that the law gave the PMG no power to reques t
postm asters to co llect ship fees, as the circular had stated , and that if done at all it would be
done on a vo lunta ry basis . He also stated that the PMG had no intention of making this a
ge nera lly accepted arrangement, that only three cities were vo luntari ly co llec ting ship
charges without co mm iss ion, and that the other cities would have to make applica tion with
the PMG at which time the Post Office Department would decide . Undo ubtedly , there was
grea t co nce rn in Washington for a burd en some acco unting probl em and with co nfusion that
might be created if Washing ton didn' t specifically authorize and provide instru ctions for
sending ship fees co llected to New Yor k. On 9 October 1838, Abraham Bell & Co . wro te
back to Ac ting Postmaster Ge neral Hobbi e apo logizing for their having misunderstood
informat ion they thou ght they had on goo d auth ority that a ge neral permission wo uld be given
to the postmasters of a ll co mmerc ial c ities to receive ship charges for the Atlantic stea mships.

Other postm asters made inquiries of the PMG on the arra nge ments to co llec t the 25¢
stea mship cha rge . Th ey we re Rochester , N.Y., on 24 September 1838, Sa vann ah , Ga., on
27 Oc tober 1838 (the postm aster writing from Phil adelphia where he was detained by
illness), Columbia, S. c. , on 3 1 October 1838 and Port smouth , N.H . , about the same time .
Postm aster Henry 0'Reilly of Rochester "c hee rfully" accepted on 10 Oc tober 1838. Wr iting
for the second time fro m Phil adelphia , Postm aster George Schley of Savannah accepted on 5
November 1838 . Postmaster Abner Greenleaf of Port smouth acce pted on 13 November
1838. Th e Postmaster o f Co lumbia was sent informa tion on 6 Novem ber 183 8, but no
acceptance lett er is known . On 24 November 1838, Postmaster Co ddi ngton of New York
asked the PMG for a summa ry of offices that agreed to co llec t steams hip postage . A reply was
sent from Washing ton in the name of the PMG that the follow ing cities we re ap proved:
Phil adelphia , Port sm outh , Rochester , Baltimore . Charleston, and Savannah. To date , no
exa mples of fre ight money covers have been reported from Por tsmouth, Rochester or
Savannah . In the years to foll ow more ci ties must have bee n approved for the co llec tion of the
fre ight money fees because co vers have been reported from Auburn , N.Y., New Orl eans ,
La. , Alexandria, D .C. , Memphis , Tn . , and Nor folk, Va . 14

Th e PMG received a co mplaint from Edward Brown , Postmaster of Evan sville ,
Indi ana , on 5 December 1838 stating that he and neighb oring postm asters frequ entl y sent
lett ers and new spapers for Europe prepaid the inland postage to New York and this sho uld
have ensure d thei r be ing placed on vessels there . However , sa iling packets were refusing the
letters wi thou t the 12 '12¢ ship fee prepaid . He wanted to know what to do. Unfortunate ly, the
reply to th is inqui ry is not ava ilable. Fro m the sma ll num bers of sai ling packet fre ight money
covers showing the paym ent of the ex tra 121/ l ¢ ship fee . it must be ass umed tha t arrange-

14. Hahn , op .cit ,
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ment s were worked out with some of the sailing companies to carry ship letters with out this
fee.

Appare ntly, the method of acco unting for the credits due to ship charge tran sfers becam e
more of a burden than was acce ptable. On 2 Febru ary 1839 , PMG Kendall wrote to the
Philadelphia PM and ado pted a plan submitted by him of paying the ship charges directly to
the steamship co mpany age nts, el iminating the Post Office accounting altoge ther. PMG
Kend all wro te that it was " in fact a private matter and it is better that it should be so in form ."
Whi le this got the Post Office out of the business of officially handling the funds co llec ted,
the practice of co llecti ng private ship charges went on for many yea rs thereafter. Hahn has
reporte d freig ht money covers carried by steamships as late as 22 February 1847 and by
saili ng ships as late as 29 January 1848 .

The Post Office records also offer some new information on the origin of the co llec tion
of the steamship charge on letters mailed in Canada 15 and sent to New York overland to go by
steamer from that port . On 9 August 1838, the Deput y Postm aster General for Briti sh North
America, T .A . Stayner of Quebec , wrote to PMG Kendall that Canadian citizens were
anxi ous to send their letters to Europe by way of the steamships from New York , but that
there was a question that this could happen becau seof the "additional postage or freight
exacted by the proprietors of the vesse ls." He ad~i sed the PMG that it would suit the interests
of both Post Office Departm ents well to devise a plan enabling use of these stea mships to
carry the mails . PMG Kendall wro te on II Septemb er that he had no authority in law to
require that the Postmaster of New York perform dut ies of an arra ngeme nt of the kind desired
by Stayner. PMG Kend all was interested in any pract ical accommodatio n that co uld be
extended to Stay ner's office and indicated that he had written to PM Coddington expressi ng
his wish that the New York PM should voluntarily act as an age nt to the Ca nadia n Post Office .
He went on to encourage Coddington to settle an arrangement with Will iam Gri ffin , the age nt
of the Canadian Post Office in New York, for handling the Ca nadia n mails by steamship fro m
New York. On 17 September 1838, Griffin wrote to PMG Kendall that an arrange ment with
PM Coddington and the steamship age nts had been co ncluded. He advised that the Post
masters at Mont real , Lower Canada, Kingston , Upper Canada, and Queenston , Upper
Canada, were to make up mails for the New York steamships addressed to the care of the
respective steamship age nts and accompanied by special letter bills to be retained and
checked by PM Coddington . After checking the contents of the bags , the New York PM was
to hand the letter bags to the steamship age nt to be placed on board the vessel by the age nt.
Gri ffin requested that PMG Kend all instruct the U.S . Postm asters at Lewi ston , N .Y.
(exc hanged mails with Queenston ) and Cape Vincent , N.Y. (exchanged mails with Kin g
ston) to permit these mails to pass through to New York with the PMG 's authority. Normally ,
the mails would have been opened at these exchange offices. Gri ffin also went on to say that
" monies demanded by the steamships for freight of letters and new spap ers will be collected in
Canada and remitted by Mr. Stayner direct to the Agent s without passing thro Mr. Cod 
dington ' s hands , who will be exe mpt from any pecuni ary responsibility or performance of
any non-official dut y. " On 19 Septemb er , PMG Kendall advised Griffin that the Postm asters
at Lewiston and Cape Vince nt had been instructed that same day "to pass unopened all
packets from Quee nston and Kingston for New York , marked Steam Ship ." Based upon the
arra ngements co ncluded and reporte d in these letters , it may be ass umed that freig ht mo ney
covers from Canada through the U.S . to New York will not be found before 19 September
1838 .

From the inspec tion of over three dozen letters in the Post Office reco rds and fro m the
listings of covers reporte d by Charles Hahn, the followi ng table of U.S. cities co llecti ng ship

15. "Freight Mo ney from Canada" by Allan L. Steinhart in the February 1984 issue of The American
Philatelist provides a de tailed article on mails from Canada during the short period (approximate ly 27
months) that freig ht money was co llected there .
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charges, o r freight mon ey fees , ca n be co nstruc ted:

City
Philadelphia . Pa.
Charleston, S .c.
Baltimore . Md .
Rochester, N.Y.
Savannah. Ga .
Portsmouth . N.H.
Richmond , Va ,
Auburn, N.Y .
New Orlea ns. La.
Alexandria . D.C.
Memph is. Tn .
Norfo lk. Va .

Earliest authorized use"
10 Aug 38
I I Sep 38
mid Sep 38
10 Oct 38
5 Nov 38

13 Nov 38
.)

. )

'J

. )

. )

. )

Earliest repo rted cOI'er
19 Oct 38
27 Feb 39

I Oct 38

2 1 Aug 39
28 Aug 39

2 Jun 39
26 Jun 40

2 Aug 40
29 Oct 40

*The "Earl iest author ized usc" is based upon acceptance letters by the postmasters. Actual first uses arc
probably a few days later in all cases.

A spec ia l note of appreciati on is due to Route Agent Tom Stanton who locat ed much of
the co rres ponde nce di scu ssed in this article in the National Archives . For many yea rs Tom
has been dili gentl y searching the files of Post Office records for inform ation on the ea rly
railroad mail transp ort ati on . In the process , he uncovered man y of the letters used in this
art icle , noti fyin g the author to exa mine them for possibl e content value .
POSTAL PECULIARITIES 111- OVERPAYMENT VIA MARSEILLES
CHARLES J. STARNES

Several ex planations of the ove rpay ment for curre nt fore ign postage (the officia lly
"correct" U.S. Foreign Office rates) have been adva nced in the literatur e: franking at higher
obsolete rates , I adding the U.S . domestic rate ." and payin g for all applicable rates .3 The first
two surp lus postages were ofte n due to the frequent delay of new changes from the
Washin gton Foreign Office (first sent to exc hange offices and a few newspapers).

For some tim e we ha ve been perpl exed by a slightly different type of overpay ment.
Effective 1 Jun . 1863 the French debit to Britain for tran sit of their mail s throu gh France to
Marseill es wa s reduced from 3d .fl/40z. to 4d .l '/ 20z. Thi s reduction of 2d .l V20z. was stated in
a London official notice" which also gav e the new rate s to various destinations from England:

On the Ist June next , and thenceforward . the whole of the postage upon letters forwarded , via
Marseill es , to the Eas t Ind ies, China. Australia . or any place to the eastward of Suez , will be
charged by the English sca le of weight , instead of. as at present , by the British sca le for the
Brit ish inland and sea postage. and by the French scale. adva ncing by steps of '/4 oz. for the
French transit rate . Th e fo llowing will be the amount chargeable upon such letters from the date
speci fied:

T o ; India. Cey lo n . Maur it iu s . Austra lia . Tas man ia , New Zeala nd. IOd.l '/20z ..
Ish.8d .lo z . . + Ish.8d .loz. additional or part thereof.

To: Penang , Singapore . Hong Kong, China, Java. Labuan , Japan, Borneo , The Moluccas.
Philipp ine Islands, 1shAd.l '/20z . . 2sh.8d .loz. . + 2sh.8d.loz. additionalor part thereof.

I. Co vers to Ch ina paid at 57rt.l'I2oz. Br. v M ( 12/6 1-6/63) after 53c was in effect (6/63- 1/68) .
2. Exa mples show 3¢ ext ra.
3. Letters to France. 7/5 1-4/57. with directive "per First Steamer" franked at 2 1¢. which could pay the

20¢ Am. Pkt. direct or the 21¢ Am. Pkt.l 5¢ Br. Pkt. v England open mail.
4. G .P.0 . Notice No. 14. 23 May 1863. Furnished through the courtesy of Colin Tabeart , one of our

English members and an av id student and collector of Maurit ius.
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The notice divided the redu ced rates into two catego ries, the firs t at IOd.l V20z. and the
second IshAd .l'/ 20z. From the oft-quoted Article 12 of the U.S .- U.K. 1848 conve ntion, the
total rate of letter postage via England was 5¢ U.S . inland + 16¢ tran satl anti c + " the rate
which is now, or which may hereafter be , taken by the Brit ish pos t office upon letters to or
fro m such co lonies or possessions, or foreign co untries . . ." From th is simple formula the
two redu ct ions should result in a fully prepaid U.S . post age to destin ation of 4 1¢ (lO d. +
21¢) and 53¢ (lshAd . + 2 1¢).

Although Malta do es not app ear in the G.P.D. notice, the ch ange evi dently applied t he re. This
cov er from Malta 11 M arch 1866 ill ustrates the 41¢ rate inbound : 6d and 1/-in stam ps 136¢) plus 5¢
U.S. Carr ied by Cunard China f ro m Liv erpool 17 Mar, ar ri ved Boston 29 Mar. Ex-Pratt.

But . for some reason. the U.S . Post Office Dep artmen t in the ir subsequent rate
reduction not ice entire ly omitted the changes requ ired for the first gro up. only list ing the
required 53¢/'/2 oz . destin ations:

Notice has bee n given by the British Pos t Office. that o n the 1st of Ju ne 1863. and thence
forward . the who le postage upon letters forwarded from the United Kin gdom . via Marseill es .
to Java . China. Labu an , Borneo . Japan . the Molu ccas and Phil ipp ine Island s. will be cha rge d
by the Briti sh sca le of we ight instead of. as previously . by the Briti sh sca le for the Brit ish inland
and sea postage , and by the French sca le. adva ncing by quarter ounces. for the French tran sit
rate ; and that . to cover the payment made to France for the transit of the lett ers ove r the Frenc h
terr itory . there wi ll be levied the sum of 4d . (8¢) up to the weight of half an ounce. instead of
levying 3d . (6¢) for eac h quarter ounce .
In future. therefore . upon letters pos ted in the United Sta tes, and deposited in the mails to the
United Kingdom to be forwarded . by way of Marseill es . to an y of the places above ment ioned ,
the follow ing rates of postage (United States and Brit ish) mu st be prepa id at the mai ling office ,
viz . :

On a letter not exceeding '/1 oz. in weight. 53¢
On a letter above '/~ oz . and not exceeding I oz S 1.06
On a letter above I oz. and not exceeding 2 oz $2. 12
and so on. mak ing an addi tional charge of $ 1.06 for each additional oz . or frac tion thereof.

Th is Was hington notice appeared in the Jul . 1863 issue of the U.S. Mai l & P.O. Assistant and
the above changes made in the foreign postage table; Penang . Singapore. and Hong Kon g
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u.s. - INDIA POSTAL CHARGES BY BRITISH OPEN MAIL, 1857 - 1868
u.s. prepay London debit India India Total charge Effective

to India collect retains and route

zre. Am.Pkt. 5d . 4a. 1d. 33¢ Jl/20Z . v S 1/56 -1168
to U.K.

2 1¢, Am.Pkt. 8d . 6a. 1d. 39 ¢Jl/40Z. v M 1/57 -6/6 3
to U.K.

2 1¢, Am.Pkt. lId . 8a. 1d. 45¢Jl/20Z . v M 1157-6/63
to U.K.

42¢ , Am.Pkt. 1sh.7d 14a. 2d. 84¢ /%oz. v M 1/57 -6/63
to U.K.

5¢, Br.Pkt. 1sh.1d . 9a.4p. 1d. 33¢ Jl/20Z . v S 1156-1168
to U.K.

5¢, Br.Pkt. 1shA d. 11aAp. 1d. 39¢Jl/40Z. v M 1/57-6/63
to U.K.

5¢, Br.Pkt. 1sh.7d. 13aA p. 1d. 45¢ Jl/20Z . v M 1/57-6/63
to U.K.

1O¢, Br.Pkt. 2sh. 11d. 24a.8p. 2d. 84¢/%oz. v M 1/57 -6/63
to U.K .

2 1¢, Am.Pkt. 9d. 6a.8p . 1d. 4 1¢/40z. v M 6/63-1/68
to U.K.

5¢ , Br.Pkt. 1sh.5d. 12a. 1d. 41¢Jl/20z . v M 6/63-1/68

1 rupee equiva lent to 2sh., 16 annas, or 48¢ .
1 anna equivalent to Ph d., 12 pies, or 3¢ .

were not in the noti ce , but we re included in the August tab le. No further changes appear in the
Br. v M listings for the first group; the obso lete 39/45¢ rates remained , as far as the U. S.
sende r knew , unt il Jan . 186 8 .

It is beli eved that the 4 1¢ rate should have been listed . There is co rrobora tion in the
postage cha nge s for Cey lorr' from 15 Jul. 1863: to U.K., fro m 9d .f1/40z. to IOd.l Y20z. ; to
U.S . port , from lsh .Sd. zvsoz . to l sh.od .zvaoz. Likewise , the rates fro m Ind ia" show from I
Jun . 1863: to U.K. , from 6a.l Y40z. to 8a.l Y20z .; to U.S. port , from Il a.4p .l Y40z. to
12a. f1/20z . A tab le of British ope n mai l charges is appended . To co nclude this minor ex pose,
it is probable that the 4¢ di screpancy in published vs . calculated U.S .-U.K. conve ntion rates
was the result of the Wash ington clerica l staff omissio n.

5. L.L. Shenfield , The London Philatelist , Oct. 1967. 216 ,218; Nov. 1967, 237.
6. D.R . Martin & N. Blair , Oversells Letter Postage fro m India . 1854-76. 44,56.
Paper Restoration and Conservation
Professional repair and improvem en t of philatelic material.

• removal of sta ins, soiling and foxing ·
• tear repair · deacidification •

• m issing paper restored •

All wor k perfo rmed with the h igh est degree of integrity and respect for the un iqu eness of
the ite m . Philateli c references availab le.

Inquiries or item s for qu ota ti on may be directed to:
NANCY POLl

RD1 Box 1034, Saylors burg, PA 18353
(717) 992-2770
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STAMPS WANTED
TOP CASH PRICES PAID

• COLLECTIONS. ACCUMULATIONS • ESTATES •
• DEALER 'S STOCKS • HOARDS •

• UNITED STATES. FOREIGN • COVERS •

WE BUY IT ALL!
• One of the World's Largest Stamp Firms

• 25 Years Experience
• We Spend Millions of Dollars a Year for

Stamps

• Expert Appraisals and Advice

• Immediate Payment - No Collection Too
Large

• We Conduct Public Auctions in New York
City

MEMBER: American Stamp Dealers' Association
Philatelic Traders' Society (London)

BANK REFERENCE: Horizon Bank
Morristown. New Jersey

OUR RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL BUYERS
CAN TRAVEL TO YOUl

~~~~ 800·221·0243

C~N~;g
~ Greg Mann ing Company , Inc 115 Main Road, Montville. N.J . 07045 201 -288-1800
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 134

I

(

: i

,..

>~~-~. --~.~.- ----- - - _ ...-
Figure 1. Cover with multiple markings.

Figure I shows the firs t problem cover from the CA PEX issue . On e res po nde r suggested
that the postmaster at Sav annah was testin g his devices and checking the inking. How ever ,
Dr . James W . Mil gram , who co llec ts and studies arca ne phil ateli c items has give n our reader s
a cogent answe r:

T his is an un paid steamboat le tter sent during the 1870s . The use of a time-da ted tow n
marking establ ishes that time per iod . Note too that there was a fancy geometric killer attached
to the town mark . T he "S tea mboa t" marking denoted the origin and also perm itted the unpaid
usage . T he rate 4c was double the reg ular rate of postage whi ch was 2c for a drop lett e r. This
was the stea mboat rate.The unu sual marking is the ca rrier ma rk . Thi s is dated next morning at 9
A.M . a fter the 6 P .M . town mailing of the day before . It denotes serv ice by a carrier to the
addressee. Afte r 1863 the re was no charge for carrier service so no ca rr ier fee was added to the

fou r cents postage. I do ubt that there was any foreign usage becau se of the steamboat usage .
Listin g No . 302 for the steamboaI "Cou ntess" in v essel-Namcd Ma rkings on United SIllies
Inland and Ocean Wall'l'U'ays 18 10-/890 show s a late 1860s usage of New O rleans wi th a

. ,
..... , -- ....".
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"SHIP 4" and New Orleans tow n mark on a cover addressed to New Orlea ns . T his is a ship
rather than steam usage sho wing the sa me rate for a ship ' s le tter de livered to port of entry, thu s
req uiri ng tw ice the 2 ce nt drop rate . T here is also a " DU E 4" postmark from New O rleans
which ca n be found on unpaid letters wit h a stra ight line " DROP LETTER ," also du ring the
1860s.

Figure 2 shows an attrac tive cover to Spa in in 1862 . Th e ow ner, when subm itted (it has
been so ld twice since), sa id the 5¢ stamp is Sco tt # 67a , and the pair each # 68. Thi s totals 25¢
and he was having trouble finding this rate . His probl em is und erstand abl e , as bot h Hargest
and Starnes in their books give a rate of 2 1¢ per 1/ 4 oz . by Fre nch mail . Th is indi cat es an
ove rpay me nt, and nobod y has writte n in with any other ex planation. Even though the boxed
" P.O ." mar king ind icates full payment to the dest inat ion , Spain co llec ted 4 Real s as an
intern al charge. T his cover was ow ned years ago by Dr. Otto Bacher of London , and it , and a
simi lar one have so ld for four figure pr ices.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Figure 3 shows unu sed , or iginal gum, stamps of the 1861 issue. T he exc ited dealer who

offered them had dozens more in similar defective co ndi tion and fe lt that the lot was very
valuable . It might have been ; but . .. what happened to these stamps'?

Figure 3. Where are those battered stamps from?

Fig ure 4 shows a cover to the Ca ribbea n with a St. Thomas transit marking on the back
dated 30 May 1872. Th e crossed out "4" is in blue crayon and the "5 " in black ink, and the
New York cds in red. Th e odd killers are blackish . T he submitter points out to the readers that
this is an unu sual item because the left stamp is the expens ive grilled Scott # 139 , and the

Figure 4. New York to Barbados, 1872 .
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right one the common # ISO. However , the question conce rns the rates. Can a read er explain
them? .

Plea se se nd your comme nts and any suggestions or new candidates to the Cincinnati
P.O. box with in two weeks of recei ving your Chronicle .
WANTED
QUALITY CLASSIC

* STAMPS
COVERS

* CANCELS

and other philatelic materials for
inclusion in our regular public
auctions, 8-9 held each year.

Consignment or outright pur
chase. Contact us for details
and terms.

William A. Fox Auctions, Inc.
Dept CS Box F

Short Hills, N.J. 07076
201-467-2366

WANTED: Old railroad annual passes . E.S.
Peyton, Box 24816, Tempe, AZ 85282.

SHIPWRECK COVERS WANTED. Joseph J .
Gabry, Box 16024, Albuquerqu e, NM
87191 .

WANTED: U.S. 10's and 11's : 4 marg ins ,
well-printed, reasonably cancell ed copie s.
Will buy, trade, or exchange XF U.S. Clas
sics for your Scott 10'sor 11's. C. van Hook ,
1923 Academy, Kalamazoo, M ich. 49007.
(616) 381-6753.

WANTED : Covers , p ictu re postcards,
regist ry recei pts posta lly used small towns
Nev ., A riz. LEP, Box 17463, Holiday, UT
84117 .

WE ISSUE 6 or more large lists of Postal
History cov ers a year. DPOs, RPOs, Adver
tising covers. We also issue separate lists
of old stocks and bonds. To get on m ailing
lists just write or call. POSTAL HISTORY
SCRIPOPHILY, The Peytons , P.O. Box
24816, Tempe, AZ 85282 . (602) 820-4322.

CLASSIFIED
OFFICIALS, 1873-1884, Covers , T ri al
Colors, Vari et ies, Exh ibition Material. Will
Buy or Trade . Bob Markov its , Box 891,
Middletown, N.Y. 10940.

USED POSTAL STATIONERY, 12¢ up, esp.
90¢. including M in t, Proofs. Sen d net
pric ed. Bob Markovits, Box 891, Mi dd le
town, N.Y. 10940.

NEVADA POST OFFICES book. An illus
trated History showing all town date w ith
many illustrations and rarity ratings. Sold
at $30. A ll Rema inders $15. Will not be
reprinted. LEP Box 17463 , Holliday, Ut.
84117.

WANTED: DAVENPORT, IOWA cov ers .
Any interesting covers, esp ecially adv er
tising . Tom Priester, Box 400, Davenport,
IA 52805.

WANTED : POSTMARKERS, POSTAL AR· .
TIFACTS. Send LSASE for ill ust rated list of
items bought and traded to Dr. Scheer, 18
E. Rosemont, Ale xandria , VA 22301.

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA adve rt is ing items
wanted : cov ers, postcard s, tr ade cards , all
advertising m emorabil ia . Myron Huffman,
12409 Wayne Trace , Hoagland, Ind . 46745.

PRE-STAMP & STAMPLESS US COVERS
and postal stat ion ery are my fie lds of in
te rest . Avid collector would li ke to trade,
buy and correspo nd w ith rel iable ph ilate
list of simi lar inte rests. Heiko Deckert, Un
terba uers chaft 7a, 4504 Georgsm arien hu
ett e. W. Germany.

TRADE 3¢ 1860 ov er land rat e cover to
Mexico fo r cov er with 1¢ 1861 stamp in
rate to Russia . H. Nowak, 5226 N. 78th
Place, Scottsdale, AZ 85253-681 4.

NORTH CAROLINA Post Office Catalog 
alphabetical list ing of over 7600 post of 
fices with co unty , dat e esta blished, date
d isco nt inued, mail to, first post m aster,
remarks, 229 pag es, prong bou nd. Sample
page on requ est , $31.50 pos tpaid from :
Phil Perkinson, Box 550, No rl in a, NC 27563

YOUR AD HERE FOR SOC A LINE.
Send payment to : Robert L. Toth,
10015 Vista Dr., No rth Royalton, OH 44133.
Next Deadline, Sept. 15.
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I I I AUCTIONING
INTERNATIONALLY

Harmers International, through the close liaison of our two
active houses on three continents, will meet your need for
top results with an international mailing list .

Everything you need to know about disposing of your phila
tel ic property and the many unique services offered by
Harmers are detai led in our brochure "Philatelic Sel ling" - it
is yours for the asking .

Complete the coupon and return it today!

IH;;;~r;-o"N;w~;;k-;-n;-- - - - - - - - --
I 14 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016

Tel. (2121 532·3700
Please send me your brochu re,
" Phi latelic Sell ing " .
I am interested in selling my collection of ..

..............................., market value $ ..

NAME ..

ADDRESS ..

"';':'::::.::.::;;:~.~.z: :;;: '':;; .~.::.:,::;;;~.~.~.:;;: ~.~.:~:: ::.J

HARMERSo/NEWYORK INC.
14 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532-3700 Cable: HARMERSALE, New York
Lie. #'5 672829, 780870

HARMERS of London
Stamp Auctioneers Ltd .

91, New Bond Street, London
W1A 4EH, England

CablePhistamsel LondonW1. Tel. 01 629-0218
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