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/
The bottom line is ...

/

WE WILL WORK
/

HARDER FOR YOU!

/
.. . Because I take stamps se riously. To me, a collector's stam ps are more
than just commodities. They are often pieces of one's life. Chances are , a
collecto r passed up something else in ord er to buy each stamp and cover.
That means an obligation on my part to do the best by the collector . .. or his
or her children.

. . . We'll help you realize the most for your material. Shallwe clear itallout in
a single auction? Shall we place parts of it in our auctions of spe cialized
material? Shall we place parts into sales of " name" collections where they
might be en ha nced by such proximity? Shallwe put exceptional items in our
annua l Gem Sale where rea lizations are often asto nishing? You won 't be left
out of these deliberations.

After that , we'll turn to the critical bus iness of lotting and describing. We're
meticulous in our descriptions. We picture over 85% of the material in our
catalogs. Our catalogs dra w mo re attention .. . so you realize more.

Immediate cash needed? We also buy outright for cash or can place your
collection through our private treaty department.

Let me respectfully suggest that when the time comes to sell, take a few
minutes for a toll-free call to me (800-424-9519) . Let's discuss your collec
tion. You may end up putting me to work for you then and there.

J-L~~

-----K rJohnW .~
A ~Pe au mann,.

1333 H Street NW, Washington, DC 20005-4707 Inc
WASH. DC CALL - (202 ) 898-1800 •
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IN MEMORIAM

surorr H. COULTER

1924-1987
Ellio tt Co ulte r, at the yo ung age of 63 , passed away on Oc tober 9th from pneumoni a .

News of his passing wi ll bring sadness to everyone who knew him , for Elliott was un iversall y
regarded as a tru ly kind and co mpass ionate man .

Born in New Yo rk Ci ty and graduated fro m C ity Co llege, Ellio tt built a success ful
insurance business in partn ership wi th Edward Groner. T he firm of Coult er & Groner
handled many unusual theatrical and entertainme nt policies , includi ng at least half a dozen
Muham mad Ali prize fight s and the famous Dav id Fros t interview with President Richard
Nixon . Elliott also pro vided financ ia l backi ng for movie and theater productions .

Ell iott first sta rted stamp co llec ting as a chi ld. His interes t was rekind led later in life
when he introduced phil ately to his so n, Matt hew , then nine yea rs old. As Elliott admitted on
numerou s occas ions, he "overwhe lmed" his son with stamps unt il they both rea lized the
collec tion had becom e Elliott 's project. After accumulating foreign sta mps, then formi ng a
fine unu sed U.S . stamp collec tion, Elliott was intro duced to the 1869 Pictorial issue by a
local dea ler. At that po int bega n the love affa ir between Elliott and the 1869s.

The 1869 collec tion pro gressed from essays, proofs and stamps into covers, and,
ultimately , into the subject with which Elliott ' s name is synonymo us - " 1869 Usages
Around the World ." Ellio tt amassed what is w ide ly recognized as the most significant
co llec tio n of 1869 covers to foreign destin at ion s , One of life ' s great cha llenges for a
profess ional was to find a destin ati on that Elliott d id not already have .

At the same time Elliott co llec ted, he part ic ipated in promoting the hobb y through
prominent co llec tor societies . Rem ark abl y, within a decade Elliott se rved the Co llecto rs
Club of New York (as a member of the Board of Governo rs), Th e Philatelic Foundat ion (as
Chai rma n), the U. S , C lassics Soc iety (as a Director), and 1869 Pictori al Research Assoc iates
(as President ). Elli ott' s publ ished work, including art icles in The Chronicle and 1869 Times,
the annua l 1869 P .R .A. Register , and the Philate lic Founda tion ' s OPINIONS boo ks, ea rned
him res pec t as a knowledgeable phil atelist and researcher. His last and most s ignificant
achieve me nt in phil atel y - the one for which he had strive d most - was the 1869 COI'er
Chronicle 136 I November 1987 I Vol. 39, No.4 227



Census book .
Elliott's personal ity, beyond all of his pro fess ional and phil atel ic acco mplishments, is

what made him such a remarkable hum an bein g . His ca lmness, sense of humor, and profound
sensitivi ty to other's fee lings, earned him the love and respect of friends and co lleag ues.
There is one occasion of this spiri t by which I sha ll always reme mber Ell iott. Shortl y after we
met , Elliott invited me to visi t his home in Westchester County , look at covers, and have
dinner with his family . I made the one- hour drive in my second- hand Toyota and was warmly
welcomed by Ell iott and his wife, Jud y . I was only 17 or 18 at the time , but Ell iott made me
his corntemporary, and would do so for the rest of his life.

Closest to Ellio tt are his surviv ing wife, Jud ith , his daught ers , Jan ie and Juli e , his so n,
Matthew, and sister, Mu riel Sc hwartz . Not far from them, however , is his othe r family - all
of us who were fortunate to have Ellio tt as a friend, adv isor, and an always spirited
storyteller.

S.R .T .
IN MEMORIAM

JAMES H. BEAL

1922-1967

The sudde n death of James H. Beal in late Jul y was a stunning loss to his man y friends in
the hobby and to the phil atelic co mmunity as a whole .

Jim ' s devoti on to philate ly ex tended far beyond his ow n co llecting interests. He was
always qu ick to enco urage , to educate, and to enlighten co llec tors, whethe r beginn ers or
sophisticates. At the same time he was tough in his attitude to dubi ous philate lic pract ices and
their practiti oners , and uncompromising in his determination to thw art the wro ngdoe rs . J im ' s
activities in putt ing the forge r de T hu in out of circulat ion, in heading the APS theft co mmittee
and recovering man y stolen item s, and his ex pos ition of fakes and forgeries in his lectures at
APS se minars have been we ll pub licized and deservedly praised .

But these are not the whole measure of the man: his enthus iasm for philately , his hum or ,
his interest in and co nce rn for the indivi dual were com munica ted directly in his personal
associations. It was always a pleasure to share Jim ' s co mpa ny. We are all dimin ished by his
pass ing .

S.M. McD .
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
ANNOUNCEMENT: NORTH ATLANTIC MAIL SAILINGS 1840-75
NOrT h At la n t i c Mail Su il ings 1840 -75 by Wa l te r H u b b a rd and R ic h a rd F .

Winter will soon be ready: pu bl icat ion is ex pec ted early in 1988. The book cove rs 3 1 lines operating as
co ntrac t ma il ca rriers on the Nor th Atlantic and lists arriva ls and depart ures on both side s of the ocean.
The book co nta ins 432 pages and over 250 illustrations . plus maps. Eac h chapter includes a brie f
history of the steams hip co mpany descr ibed . A chapter on mar kings used at the New York exc ha nge
office shows ove r 375 life-size trac ings . Appe nd ices whic h he lp to deter min e which sailing ca rried an
ind ivid ual co ver incl ude a perpetu al calenda r, a chart of stea ms hip line operations by yea rs, a
chro no log ica l list ing of Saturda y sa ilings by Ame rican co ntrac t lines . a list of Bremen closed mail
trips , and an index of steams hips by co mpa ny .

The prepub licati on price has bee n se t at $34. 50 postp aid : afte r publ ication the pr ice will be $39 .50:
prepaid orde rs only . O rde rs now bein g acce pted: checks sho uld be made to U.S .P.C.S . and sent to
2030 G lenmont Dr. NW . Canto n. Ohio 44 708 . Ord er no w and be su re o f prep ubli cati on savings .
Review; OPINIONS IV: Phil at elic Exper tizing - An Inside View. Ed ited by Elizabeth
C. Pope . Hardbou nd , 250 pages , with many illustr ations . Publ ished by The Philate lic
Founda tion, 270 Madison Ave ., New York , N .Y . 100 16 . Available from the publi sher @
$32. 50 .

Th is is another in the se ries illuminating expert ization procedures and standards . As
usual , a wide range of pro blems and so lution techn iques is present ed . In sev eral instance s
new evidence and argu me nts have persuade d the Foundation to change its opi nion on a
previou sly issued certificate - it is re freshing to know that such reconsiderat ion is possible .

Articles dea ling primarily with U .S. stamps and their characteri stic s include Philip T .
Wall on a 5¢ Annapolis PM provisional, Stanley M . Piller on disti nguishing between the 12¢
1851 , 1859 , and 1875 reprint , Bert Christian on proofs altered to resemble stamps, and two
major types of Z grill by Jerom e S . Wagshal. I

Peter Robert son contributes interesting co mme nts on the 24¢ Co ntinental Bank Note 
the stamp in question was originally ana lyze d in detail by Rich ard Sea ring in the November
1985 Chronicle .

Articles in which postmark s are the dec idin g factor include forged Colorado Express
markings by Dav id L. Jarrett , Bill Crowe' s review of a fake postmark on a 90¢ 1860 , and
Henry Sto lln itz on a supplementary mail fake .

Actua l use on cover is the fore most cons ideratio n in art icles by Bill C rowe on a tampered
Heard cover, Mich ael Laure nce on an altered 1869 cover, and a fine expos ition by Elliott
Coulter on ex pertizing 1869 re- issues on co ver.

Fakery on later issues , suc h as forged plate num bers on airmail blocks , and doc tore d
Lindb ergh book let pa nes . is inc luded . Wallace R. Beardsley has provided an exce llent
tech nical articl e on plat ing as a tool in ex pert izing Hawaiian provisionals.

Fore ign countries represented incl ude Bulgaria, China , Fiji , Puerto Rico , Hait i, Japan ,
Newfoun dland, and the Vat ican . Of spec ial note is Erns t M . Cohn ' s ana lysis of the C. IX
cance l of the Frenc h Comm une period .

The most unusua l feature o f OPINIONS IV is a lengthy trea tise by Fra nk Mandel on the
conse rvation and restoration of philateli c mate rial. Mand el review s in de tail and in cle ar
language the various techniqu es availab le for preserva tion of paper items, primarily covers .
He ex plains what methods ma y be atte mpted by the amateur and which should be reserved to
the pro fessional. He also deta ils safe (and unsafe) sto rage and handl ing procedures. An
excellent present atio n whic h every co llecto r should read care fully and refer to often.

Susan M. McDona ld
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
ALPHEUS B. SLATER, JR. AND STAMPS OF THE
PROVIDENCE, R.I., POSTMASTER

STANLEY M. BIERMAN, M.D., F.A.C.P.

Alphe us B . S late r, fond ly known by
his co ntemporary philateli c co lleagues as
"U ncle John ,"1 and re ferred to in the phil
atel ic literature as " M r. Block oFour S la
ter'" is best known to mod ern day co l
lectors for his interest in and assoc iation
with the Provid en ce , R.I. , Postmaster Pro
vis iona l stamps . S late r was born in Pro vi
dence , Rhod e Island , in the 1860 s , the so n
of Alphe us Brayton Slater , a prominent
c ivil eng inee r who was di recto r o f the Prov
idence Gas Compa ny and Presid ent o f the
New Eng land G uild o f Gas Eng ineers .:'
Th e second of three chi ld ren, the yo ung
Alphe us B. Slater gre w up in th is prosper
ous New Eng land fami ly whose immediate
re latives we re we ll es ta blishe d in the sta te
of Rhod e Island. Prominent S late r re la tives
included John Fox S late r of S late rsv ille,
R .I. , an import ant co tto n mill owne r ,
manufactu rer, a nd phil anth ropi st who
ca me to richly endow a fund to pro vide for A. B. SLATER. Jr•• PROVIOEN CE. R. I.

th e ed uca tio n o f bl ack teach ers in the
1880s . A lphe us B. Slate r, Jr . , ea rly on ev ide nce d a keen interest in his fathe r's profession ,
and we nt on to obta in a degree in top ograph ical engi nee ring from Worceste r Technica l
College . Fo llo w ing gradua tion he joined the United States Navy whe re he hon ed his
eng ineering skills . The yo uthful S late r struc k a dashing pro file , stand ing six fee t th ree inch es
tall with a well proportion ed athletic bod y and ca refully groome d wa lrus mu stach e . His
hand some features , c harm ing manner and famil y connec tions we re to lead him to a
dipl omatic ca ree r and he soon found himself engaged by the fede ra l govern me nt in eng inee r
ing project s alo ng the Mexican borde r. In 1885 he accepted a posit ion with a New York
sy ndica te for serv ice in Brazil where he helped to lay out the public works for the c ity of Rio
De Janei ro ." Du ring a three year stint from 1885 to 1888 he helped in the design and
co nstruc tio n o f e lec tric and gas plant s alo ng w ith the development o f the ci ty's e lec tric
railroad s and tram ways . W hile in th at co untry he mastered the Portugu ese lan gu age , and in
time becam e co nversa nt in no fe wer than six other ton gu es . Hi s lingui st ic talents permitted
him to co nvey his ski lls in the va rious post s to whic h he was ass igned . S late r al so acquired an
interest in the fasci na ting Bull ' s Eye stamps of th at co untry and bui lt a fine co llec tion du rin g
his stay .

I. Anon. , " 'U nc le John ' Slater Dies ." Weekly Phil . Gossip XX III:778 (Oct 3) 1936.
2. Anon., 'T own Ti ps."' Eag le Philatelist 111 :7 (Dec ) 1893 .
3 . Anon ., "Slater, Alpheus Brayton ," Nationa l Cyclopedia IX: 177 (Dec) 1903 . James White & Co ..

New Yo rk; Richard Hernd on . ed . . "S later , Alpheus Brayton ," Men of Progress . . . in the State ofRhode
Island . Boston , 1896 , p. 134 .

4 . Anon .. " A. B. Slater ." Phil. J . Amer. . 10:9 . 1893 .
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As word of Slaters eng ineeri ng ab ilities and man ageri al talents sprea d. he acce pted
work in Marion sbcrg. Germa ny. and late r travel ed to thc ci ty o f Med ina in Persia whe re he
helped co ns truc t an aq ueduc t fo r the ci ty . Flue nt in the Ara bic tong ue. he was ab le to
complete his engi neeri ng task but decl ined to present a bill fo r services . He was hon ored for
his ben e ficen ce by his hosts who mad e him an hon orary Arab shei k in e laborate Islamic
ce re mo nies . S la ter was subseq uently to re turn to the United States where he becam e manager
of the Pro viden ce Gas Compa ny and se ttled into a quiet life o f civic duty and res po nsi bi lity .
Hc res ide d at 572 Elmwood A ve. in Providence . R.I.. in a large and we ll appoi nted horne . He
a lso found tim e to indulge himself in Ic isurc time sta mp co llec ting and to atte nd regul arl y the
Ame rican Phil ateli c Assoc iatio n co nve ntio ns .

S later's inte res t in sta mps bcgan in early ch iIdh ood and at thc pro mpting o f Cha rles A.
Hopk ins of the Pro vid en ce Gas Compa ny. he began co llec ting the then curre nt postal iss ues
in block s . It is noted that as early as 1867 S later had acq uired a shee t of stamps of the
Provid en ce. R.I . . for the lordl y amo unt o f $2 .50 from John B. Ca lde r. a local stamp deale r .
Slater becam e a member o f the Rhod e Island Phil ateli c Soc iety on February I. 1892. and
se rved as its Presid ent in 1894 . The Rhod e Island Phil ateli c Societ y had a lon g and illu stri ou s
history and was sa id to be the o ldest co ntinuous stamp soc iety in the United States bein g
orga nized o n Februar y 2, 1885 .5 As S late r's co llec tion grew and interest in the field of
phil atel y becam e more inten se. his passion turne d to co llec ting U .S. Ge ne ra l Issues in large
pieces and block s .

S later developed a major U .S . co llec tion whose co ntents we re det a iled by E. B. Sterli ng
in an exclusive sto ry writte n for a nat ion al philateli c jo urnal." Q uo ting from a sec tion of the
art icle . "Mr. Sl ater ' s co llec tio n of United Sta tes issues arc [sic 1a most wo nde rful assortme nt
fro m the 184 7 5c and IOc to the present day 11 92 3 1. It seemed to me that a veri table mint was
being co ns ta ntly o pe ra ted und er my very eycs . T o desc ribe the 'gcms' wo uld take co n
siderable space. thcn thc shades. pa irs. strips. blocks and covers. wou ld fill a vo lume of
pra ise . Th e 'spec ia lized ' co llec tio n o f 5c and IOc iss ucs arc [sic I beautifully mounted wit h
grea t care. in a specia l vo lume mad e for Mr. S later. co nta ining stee l engraved port ra its of
Fran kl in and Washi ng ton . Thi s co llec tio n conta ins man y rea l gc ms . While Mr. Sla ter docs
not pay rapt atte ntio n to the various ca nce llatio ns. suc h as red . gree n, and the town s . etc . . he
has a fine assortme nt of the sa me . He prefers thc spec ime ns uscd in vario us combinations on
the covers. The co llec tion is ve ry r ich in vario us sha des o ff thc covers of the 51t. which he has
in great abunda nce . Then the proo fs. essays. Indi a-tr ial s and ca rdboard proofs . man y in full
shee ts . On e wo uld think he had a co rne r in thi s issue, but there are o ther co llec to rs who think
they also have a co rne r in these ea rly 1847s ." Ste rl ing went on to describe Slater's
assemblages o f U .S . Gen eral Issues . Re venue stamps, Document ary. Match and Medi cin e
a long with his Great Brit ain colonies in America and Canada. Th e New York Postm aster
stamps were wcll represent ed a long with se mi-o ffic ia l issu es, as well as a large assortme nt o f
1865 Ne wsp aper stam ps in numerous sha des including orig ina ls. reprints and co unte rfe its .

S late r is. ho wever , best kno wn for his co llec tio n o f the postmaster pro vision al stamps o f
Provid en ce , R.1. The crude ly manufactured po stmaster pro vision al issues of thi s peri od hold
a parti cular fasc ination to co llec to rs . and thc history of thc Pro vid en ce iss ues and that of its
postmaster are parti cul arl y well documented . " Welcome B. Say les had been appoi nted

5 . We nde ll Mowry . 'The Rhode Island Philatel ic Society," MWSN XX IV (# 1035) :336-368 (Oc t 29 )
1910 .

6 . A . B. Slater. "The Postage Stamps of the Providence. R.1. Pos tmast er ," Amer. Phil. XX I:205-220
(Ap r) 1918.

7 . A . B. Slate r. "T he Pos tage Stamps of the Providence. R. I. Postmaster," MII'SN XXX II
(# 1424): 121-1 25 (Ap r 18) 1918: Anon . . "The Famous Providence Local." MII'SN XX IV (# 1035):371 (Oct
29) 1910: Anon . . "A Famous Old Local ." M I\'SN XIX (#741 ):81 (Mar II ) 1905: E. B. Sterling, " Mr.
Alpheus B. Sla ter and the Rhode Island Philatel ic Society ." Albemarle Stamp Coll ector 9:117- 120. 1923 .
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postm aster of Providen ce , R. I. , in 1845 by President James K. Polk, and then reapp ointed in
1853 by President Fra nk lin Pierce following a tenure at th is post by Henry L. Bowen for the
1849-1 853 period . Du ring his administra tio n as postmaster , Say les became impressed with
the Br itish use of postage stamps and chose to employ their sys tem in Pro viden ce given the
util ity and co nve nience of prep aym ent by sta mps . To produ ce these stamps he ordered a
copper plate to be engraved for the printing of the intended issues by a prominent local
engrave r and wa tchmaker nam ed George W . Babcock. Init iall y it was decid ed to produ ce a
shee t of twelv e 5 ce nt and four 10 ce nt stamps having a face va lue of $ 1.00 per shee t, but to
defray costs of engra ving Babcock produced a finished plate which co nta ined eleve n 5 ce nt
and one 10 ce nt sta mp. Th e stamps we re arranged in four rows of three stamps eac h.

Sayles then enlis ted the firm of Henry A . Hidden & Co . to print the stamps from
Babcock ' s plate on hard , gray ish-white handm ade paper such as was employed for produ cin g
banknotes of the period . Th e ink e mploye d for pr int ing was not the standa rd full black but
rather a grayish black which imp art ed a parti cul ar cast to the paper. It is believed that a total of
500 shee ts were produced by the firm. O n Friday, August 2 1, 1846 , the first 300 shee ts of the
stamps along with the co pper plate used for pr intin g were del ivered to the post office.
Because of the fac t the stamps were ungummed by the printer , Robert H. Barton , who was
Assistant Postmaster , spe nt a ted iou s Sunday afternoon spread ing mucil age on the stamps
from the two bundles . Th e stamps we re ready for use the firs t day of issue , August 24, 1846.
On that da y a handb ill appea red in Providence offering the sa le of the issues for prep ayment
of letters at pr ices at a premium of five percent in adva nce of the regul ar rate of postage to
defray the cost of engravi ng and printing . A simi lar announce me nt appeared published in the
Providence Daily Journal.

About 300 shee ts had been so ld when the provis ion al iss ues we re withdraw n from sa le
on Jul y 3 1, 1847, fo llowing the receipt of the offic ial U.S . issues at Providence on the same
date . The rem aining 200 shee ts we re store d in the pos t office until 1850 whe n the post office
was moved a new locat ion in Pro viden ce and the remaining shee ts whic h we re pos ta lly
unused we re g ive n to one of Say le 's pos tme n named John Hagan .

A number of sto ries, mostly apocrypha l, have emerged co nce rn ing the Providence ,
R.I. , Postm aster stamps . Th e best known of these stor ies relates to the Hagan find of a large
numb er of unu sed shee ts . Hagen was one of the three letter carriers of the c ity of Providence .
An oft rep eated story" suggests that many of the rep rint shee ts which had co me to mark et
were playthings found pasted by Hagen ' s chi ldren to the wa ll of his sma ll att ic roo m. In
corresponde nce from Henry Hagan , so n of the postal ca rrier. writte n to E. Tudor Gross,
dated May 2 1, 1924 , and repri nted 17 years later,') the son noted that the story was fanciful
and exaggerated . Qu ot ing from the lett er , "Whe n it was dec ided to d iscont inue the ir use
[stamps of the Providen ce , R.I. , Postm aster] , the ja nitor was instructed to burn up the supply
on hand , and whe n my fath er pick ed up a few shee ts and not the bundles as report ed , and said
he would take them hom e for the chi ldre n to play with . Later as my mother saw the chi ldre n
puttin g so me on a tree box in front of the house , took charge of the res t and put them away
say ing that some day these may be va luable, and in later yea rs afte r my father's death she
dealt out a few to my older bro ther to se ll for whateve r they co uld get . I am of the op inio n and
believe that 60 shee ts in all wo uld cover the entire lot. Very res pec tfully yours (s igned) H. B.
Hagan. "

For many years it was be lieve d that the Providen ce , R.I. , Postm aster Provisional
engraving plate was ei ther in the custody of the State Treasury or the Rhode Island Histor ical
Society . However, Postm aster Say les, who died on Decem ber 13 , 1862, at the Battl e of
Freder icksbu rg , gave the print ing plate and so me stam ps as a so uve nir to his nephew ,

8. Donna O' Keefe , "Con trove rsy Arose Over Provide nce Cover ," Linn's Stamp News (Aug 26) 1985,
p.38.

9. E. Gross Tudor , 'The Provide nce Postmaster Find," MWSN LXI (#2634):4 16 (June 30) 1941 .
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Lycurgu s Sayles , so me tim e in 1857. In 1893 E. B. Hanes of the New York phil ateli c auction
firm of Bogert and Du rbin successfully negot iated the purch ase from Lycurgu s B. Say les of
the Pro vidence , R .I ., pr inti ng plate along w ith 32 who le shee ts and some remaind ers for the
sum of $2,500 . 10 With trip ex pe nses, c lea ning the plate , making reprints and other inciden
tals the cost of acquisit ion ca me to $3,000 . Hiram Deats o ffere d to purch ase the Providen ce
plates for his ow n use but the request was declined . Th e co ppe r plate was c lea ned of the film
of black ox ida tio n by the Pro vidence plate printing firm of Livermore & Kni ght for purposes
of mak ing reprints by the new ow ners. In the co urse of c lea ning and inki ng to ge t the co rrec t
shades o f co lors, 27 trial impression s we re prep ared . Most o f these reprints were littl e more
than pr inter ' s waste but so me of these item s wo rked themsel ves into the phil atel ic stre am
through the New Yor k auc tioneer George R. Tuttle . Fifteen se ts of tri al co lor proofs we re
produced in Se ptember 1893 on hard white ca rdboard measuring 9 1iK by 7 '11 1> inches in color s
of black , seal brown , Cossack gree n , da rk o rienta l blue, and ox blood red . Th e printing was
done under heavy press ure so that the plate was forced into the ca rd boa rd mak ing a sunke n
imp ression . In add itio n 509 reprints were made at thi s time o n three different varieties of hard
handmade paper. So as to reduce the likelih ood that the repr ints wo uld be co nfused with the
or igina l Pro vidence sta mp, the paper bears the imprint of BOG ERTDURBI N with one lett er
to each stamp .

A second reprinting of the Pro vidence, R. I. , stamp was und ert aken in 1898 . R. R .
Bogert who wa s president o f Bogert and Durbin was indu ced by Henry Mand el of the
American Bank No te Co . to e lec trop late the Providence plate os tens ibly so as to avo id wea r
and tear while making the re prints . T he new impression s we re tak en in New Yor k Ci ty und er
the superv ision of Bogert and his co usi n Per cy G. Doane. Fiftee n trial impression s were
prep ared follow ed by 1,01 8 reprints on fine qu alit y white paper which was thinner and softer
than the first Provid en ce reprint paper. Mandel furni shed inde lible aniline ink and bron ze for
printing the lett er s BOGERTDURBIN on the back of the reprints , a lbe it so me examples of
reprints have appeared w ith the initial rem o ved probabl y by a g lass pencil e raser. Soon after
the reprintin g in June 1899 a holding co mpa ny formed by George R. Tuttle and Arthur E .
Tuttle took over the interes t of R . R. Bogert and obta ined most o f the reprint issues and the
printing plate . The plate was kept by Tuttle in a chamo is bag ca re fully sto red in a sa fety
deposit vault in Ph ilad elphia . On e day while it was being examined, perspi rat ion fro m
Tuttle ' s forehead fe ll o n the plate wh ich was casua lly returne d to its resting place . When the
plat e was next exam ined, co rrosion of the iron co ating indu ced by the swea t had so damaged
the plate that the ow ner decided to se ll it to A . B. Slater who acquired the icon on May 29,
191 7.

Lon g before the appea rance of reprints , co unterfeits of the Providen ce , R.I . , Postm aster
stamps had worked their way into the ph ilatel ic mainstream . Five d ifferent imitations of the
Providence stamps are known , all of whic h app ear as lithographs or photoengra vings. One
co unterfe it was produced by George Hussey , proprietor o f Hussey ' s Post. Best known for his
reprints of local posts , Hu ssey approached Charles A . Pabod ie , a local Providence co ppe r
engraver. to prep are a plate of the postm aster sta mps, " . . . for purposes of illustrat ion :" A
reprint of the issue was mad e in February 1865 whic h was inte ntio na lly flawed by Pabodie so
as to make it di stin ct fro m the origina l: the 10 ce nt sta mp was made Imm sho rte r than normal
and the period afte r vcent s" on the 5 cen t issue was elimi nated . Subse quently Hussey took thi s
plat e to New Yor k where Th omas Wood prepared three lithograph stones wi th 50 subjects
eac h of the 5 cent issue . Examples of this " reprint" appea red at the Se ptember 17 , 1957 , John
Fox sale. Co ns isting of an irregul ar plate of 47 (5 x 9 + 2) examples o f the 5 ce nt Providence
issue, the bott om right three issues we re exc ised from the pane : cur ious ly a second lot o f the
reprint a lso appe ared . aga in missin g the bo tto m three issues .

10. Luther Molt . 'T he Plate of the Providence Loca ls Found," The Philatcli« Era . VII: 34-35
(Oc t) 1893 .
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A second facs im ile ca me fro m a photoengraved plate produced in Geneva , Switzerl and ,
by L. H. Mercier , while a thi rd facsim ile was produced by surface print ing in Leipzig ,
German y , and was so ld to unsuspect ing clients imprinted wi th New York postm arks cleverly
place d so as to cover the most noticeable defect s in the co unterfe its. Ma ny Providence , R .I . ,
issues wit h New Yo rk ca nce lla tions also ca me throu gh S. Allan Taylor who produced his
co unterfeits by the process of zinc photoetch ing of an orig ina l sheet. Slater reported othe r
forgeries came throu gh New York and Ph iladel phia so urces . Ma ny of these forgeries have
bee n placed on sta mp less Providen ce covers and so ld to unsuspec ting phi late list s . An
analysis of Providen ce covers subm itted to the Ph ilateli c Foundatio n for the period of 1945 to
1980 revealed that seven of 2 1 covers wi th l Ox I issues were co ns idered as not ge nuine II .

Wi th his 19 17 acquisition of the Provide nce plate throu gh Tutt le, Slater decided to
chro nicle the history of the issue . A de tailed history of the Providence, R.t. , Pos tmaster
stamps along w ith doc umenta tio n of the mult iple rep rint ings was wri tte n by S later and firs t
publi shed in 191 8 in Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News' ? and simultaneo us ly appeared in the
Apri l 191 8 issue of The American Philatelist .13

On May 15-1 6 , 191 2 , Slater so ld a major portion of his sta mp co llec tion at the 47 th J. M.
Bartels auct ion. 14 Th e sa le co ns isted of in excess of 750 block s of U.S . issues; the high point
was an unu sed block of eight of the 5¢ U. S . 1847 (2 + 3 + 3) with full OG; the ge m rea lized
$260. A 10¢ U. S . 1847 hor izontal strip of five wi th left shee t margin and red ca nce llation saw
$62, a EXF unu sed 90¢ Picto rial 1869 in a block of four reali zed $50 alon g wit h near
per fecti on blocks o f most issues thereaft er to curre nt. Th ere were marvelou s rep resent at ion s
of Dep art mental issue s, Newspa pers, Proofs and Essays, Enve lopes along wi th a 4¢ Pan
American inve rt whic h bro ugh t $5 1. Th e sa le rea lize d a cumulative $5,4 10 for the co nsig nor.
Th e bette r part of the block of four co llect ion was acq uired by Col. We bster Kni gh t who
further enha nce d his co llec tion th rou gh acquisitions from the Step hen A . Welch and W illia m
Co ngion co llec tio ns. Th e Kn ight collection (ex-S later) is presentl y ensconced in a perma nent
co llec tion hou sed at the John Hay Library of Brown University where it is cla imed by the
Unive rsi ty to be , " . . . indisputab ly recog nized as the wo rld's (most) outs tand ing co llec tio n
of unused United States blocks ."! "

In July 1930 S later acq uired the co llec tio n of Providence , R.t. , covers formerly in the
possession of George Antho ny and having thus co nso lida ted the sing le fines t assemb lage of
stamps of the Providence Post master , we nt on to publish an upd ated 1930 vers ion of his 191 8
article, including a list ing and photograph of all the known Providence covers . His class ic
study appeared in a mon ograph entitled The Stamps of the Providence , R.I . Postmaster ,
1846-1847. 16 The book which showed a smiling visage of the mu stachi oed "U ncle John " on
the frontispi ece was lim ited to 300 pr intin gs. S later also se t up a trust ag ree me nt w ith the
Rhode Island Histori cal Soc iety as cus tod ian to ensure that his wo nde rful co llec tion wo uld be
kept in perpetu ity for future ge nerations to know and ad mire . Slater did show his qu in
tessential "Provid en ce Collect ion" to an appreci ative crow d at the Ma rch 20, 1929 , Rhod e
Island Phil ateli c Soc iety. 17 Littl e was subseque ntly heard fro m Slater insofar as phil atel ic
activi ties albe it he was persuaded to show his Providence Collec tion once again at the
Na tiona l Stamp Ex hibi tio n held in Memphis , Te nn., in 1931.

I I. Anon . , "The Providence Rhode Island Provisionals of 1846." Philatelic Foundation Analysis
Leaflet , October 1980 .

12. A. B. Slater, "The Postage Stamps of the Providence . R.1. Postmaster," MWSN , lac. cit .
13. A. B. Slater, "The Postage Stamps of the Providence , R.t. Postmaster," Amer. Phil . , loc. cit.
14 . Anon., " Bartel' s Slater Sa le," MWSN XXVI (# 1117):167 (May 25) 19 12.
15. Anon.. "Brown University Library Puts' Knight' Collection on Display," Weekly Philateli c Gossip

XXX (#960):68 (Mar 30 ) 1940.
16 . A. B. Slater. The Stamp s of the Pro vidence, R.I. PostmasterlSstr-lSs Z, Published by the author.

1930.
17. Charles Phillips. "Providence Night Observed," MWNS XLIII (# 1996):233-234 (Apr 8) 1929.
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Th e fina l dispersal of Slater"s postage stamps appea red at Dan iel F. Kelleher ' s 38 1st
sa le of March 23 , 1935 . Entitled " Magnificent Co llec tion of the United States Issues of
1847." the offering co ns tituted the largest and fines t co llect ion of 1847 issues to come to
market up to that tim e (no tw iths tandi ng private treaty offerings of U .S . 1847 issues such as
Senato r Ackerma n's acquis ition of the Chase co llec tion) . Th e sa le began with un ique
Frankl in essays for the 1847 issue along with bank note vignettes of Franklin followe d by 64
lot s of large d ie proofs of the 5¢ U.S . 184 7 issue on ind ia , whic h reali zed between $59 and
$69 eac h . There we re three lots of the reg ular ly issued 5¢ stamps in block s of four. of which a
defect ive block so ld for $250. and a horizontal block of six. followed by 60 lots on orig inal
cover , with s ingles reali zin g $ 16 and pairs of the 5¢ at $3 1. Anothe r sec tio n highl ight ed the
10¢ 1847s in which there were 68 lots ofla rge die proofs , 50 lots of the iss ued stamp with four
unused examples . one of which so ld for $235. along w ith 2 1 lot s on cover. Co mplete panes of
die proofs on india paper of the US 1875 Reprints for the 5¢ and 10¢ issue saw $ 157 .50 and
$222 .00 respectivel y. while plate proofs on ca rdboard in co mplete panes of 50 saw $ 102 and
$2 15 . T he latter item s along with major co mponents of the large die proofs were probabl y
acquired in greater mea sure by C larence Bra zer who chronicle d the sale and who , himself ,
was building a major co llection of ess ays and proofs of the 1847 issue. IX Some fou r yea rs
followi ng the final Slater auction. Hugh C. Barr hadan o ffering of Providence. R.I. . covers
at his 55 th sa le of Sep tember 23. 1939 . Whi le not designated in Barr' s sa le as belongi ng to
Slater. the several lot s of covers whi ch we re noted to be from an orig inal find included an
origina l shee t of 12. and ten full shee ts of 189 8 reprin ts; the lot s we re described as from , "a
famo us spec ialized co llec tion . . . formed man y years ago and so ld with an abso lute
guarantee. "

Alpheus Brayton S later died on the morning of Se ptember 9. 1936 , at his home at 3 1
Rusl ing Place , Br idgep ort . Ct. An af fab le, ge nial and good natured indi vidu al, and one of the
then oldes t surv iving members of the Ame rican Ph ilatelic Society (A PS # 307). "Uncle
John" was fondly rem em bered in the philate lic periodicals of the day . IlJ Slater' s generous
don at ion of his Providen ce Collec tion to the Rhode Island Histori cal Soc iety ce rta inly is an
enduring monument to his mem ory . Consis ting of stamps in eve ry possib le variation, the
Providence Co llec tio n includes or igina l shee ts . postally used examples . o ld print s of the
Providence post office of the period , rep rints and proofs along w ith the or iginal printing
plate . It is without question the fines t spec ialized co llec tion of these stamps in exis tence and
this day the collecti on ca n be see n by mod ern day philate lists to marvel and admire .

The author is indebt ed to Christine Lam ar of the Rhod e Island Historical Societ y for help
in the preparation of th is manuscript.

18. Clarence Brazer, "S later Sale of U.S . 1847," Stamps 11:12 (Apr 6) 1935.
19 . G . Sloane, "A lpheus B. Slater, " Stamps 16:439 (Sept 26) 1936; Charles Corwin, "Alpheus Brayton

Slater ," Amer. Phil . L:25 (Oct) 1936.
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VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J. C. ARNELL

4. War of 1812

On 18 June 1812, the Un ited States declared war on Great Britain on the gro unds of
impressment by the Royal Navy , violation of the three-mi le limit, among others . With the
American Navy and privateers soo n out in force, the Falmouth packets were prime targets;
while the British blockade of the coast kept mos t Amer ican trading vesse ls in port. As a
result , there was little trans-atlantic mail during the war to and from the United States, and
such as there was had evaded the blockade .

Both the North American and West Indian Falmou th packets were cap tured in the co urse
of the war. The firs t to be taken was the Prince Ado lphus on the way home from Martin ique;
the captain surre ndering because he claimed that he did not know there was a war on. The firs t
actual engagement occ urred in Sep tember 1812, when the Princess Amelia on the way to the
Leeward Island s surre ndered to the Baltimore schoo ner Rossie , a privateer carrying one long
9-pdr. and ten 12-pdr. guns, after her captain, master and one sea man had been killed . By the
time that the Treaty of Ghent was signed in December 1814 , some twent y packets had been
taken . Nearly three months later , the Windsor Castle was outward-bound to Halifax with five
Mails, when she was attacked on three separa te occasions, finally surrende ring to an ;
American privateer on 15 March 1815 after the Mails had been sunk.

Notwithstanding the war at sea , the Brit ish Post Office attempted for some months to
keep the New York mail route open . The Carteret with the June 18 12 Mail went to New York I

from Halifax in August and returned safe ly . Two month s later , the Swiftsure sa iled there from I

Halifax under a flag of truce , as did the Chichester, Francis Freeling and Queen Charlotte
from Bermuda und er flags of truce with the Nove mber, December , and January (1813)
Mails. For the rest of the war , the packets sailed only between Falmouth and Halifax . Eve n
so, the Duke of Montrose and Manchester were captured two weeks apart in June 1813 on
their way to Hali fax , as was the Morgiana early in 1814 .

Figure 1. New York to London, 23 December 1812. by private ship. Struck oval SHIP LETTER!
LONDON, rated 4d due.

I have several letters fro m this period, which or iginated in the United States and reached
England by var ious unusual routes . Three are illustrated and exp lained below.

The firs t letter (Figure I ) was written by Margaret Douglas , New Yor k, on 23 December
1812, presum abl y to her husband or son. It was carried to London by a private vesse l before
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the blockade was too effec tive and arr ived on II February 1813 . It was entered as a Ship
Letter and so stamped, and rated 4d . Stg . postage due.

Figure 2. Portsmouth. N.H.•2 January 1813. by private ship to Halifax. then by Chesterfield packet
to Falmouth.

The second letter (Fig ure 2) was written in Portsmouth , New Hamp shi re , on 2 January
1813 by a brother of the addressee. It was taken to Hali fax, Nova Scotia , by a private vesse l,

Figure 3. Import license issued to Joseph Ali
son. 4 January 1813.
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where it was backstamped on 29 January and struc k with a double ova l "S hip Letter Halifax. "
It was not charge d the regul ar ship letter fee on arriva l at Hal ifax , although the " I" at lower
right appea rs to have been a Halifax debit , as it is includ ed in the final postage due. T he letter
was carried fro m Hal ifax by the Chesterfield packet on 9 February and arrived at Falmouth on
I March , where it was rated as a double lett er with 4/3 Stg . postage due (2 x 1/3 packet
postage + 2 x IOd. inland postage to Bristo l + Id . debi t shown at lower right).

The routing of this letter posed a problem until I obta ined the impo rt license shown
herewith (Figure 3). Th is was issued by Sir John Sherbrooke , Lieutenant Governo r of Nova
Sco tia, to Joseph A lison on 4 Janu ary 1813, authorizi ng him to import a varie ty of foodstuffs
and shipbuild ing supplies unde r spec ified conditions from any port in the United States
"without Molestat ion." As the dates of the letter and license match , it see ms prob able that the
letter reached Halifax along with the supplies procured under the licen se.

F

Figure 4. Richmond, Va., 20 February 1813 to Scotland. By private ship to Lisbon, then by packet
to Falmouth. Rated as packet letter.

The third letter (F igure 4) was fro m Will iam Muir , Rich mond , Virgini a, dated 20
February 18 13 to his grandfather. It was carr ied privately by the Pacific to Lisbon. Portugal ,
where it was de livered to the Brit ish co nsular office , whence it must have been forwarded by
a returning Falmouth packet for it to have been struck with the " LISBON/F' datestamp on 5
May . T he 2/9 Stg . postage due wa s made up of the 2d . gratuity paid to the Pacifi c ' s ca pta in at
Lisbon + 1/3 packet postage + 1/4 inland postage to Kirkcudbrigh t. Howard Robinson in
Carrying British Mails Overseas explains these spec ial hand stamps as being used on
smugg led letters and other s , whic h should have been in the packet mail, to ex plain the
charging of full packet postage. T he re was a similar stamp for each packet route.

Following the sig ning of the Treaty of Ghen t, consideration was given to resum ing the
Falmouth-New York packet se rvice . To this end, the Hinchinbrook sa iled from Falmouth on
3 1 March 18 15 (two wee ks afte r the Windsor Cast le had been ca ptured and taken to Norfo lk)
and arrived at New York on 13 May, after a stop at Halifax on 25 April. There were a co uple
of subsequent events when packets were se ized and held briefl y by American officia ls, but
never agai n was the tran satlanti c mail between the two co untries interrupted .

The final stage in the resumption of normal relations is reflected in the offic ial lett er
(Figure 5) from the Treasury Dep artment to the Collector of Cu stoms at New York ove r a year
later , which reads:

Treasur y Departm ent .
7 Ju ly 18 16.

Sir,
T he Secretary of State has writt en to you . on the subject of three trun ks. which have arri ved
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at New-Y ork . in the Montague Pack et. co ntaini ng the arc hives o f the Britis h m ission to the
United States . You will be pleased to permit those Tru nks to be de livered to Mr. Moore. the

Agent fo r the Brit ish Pack e t. w ith as littl e de lay as possib le . w itho ut inspection. and free of

Dut y .
I am . very respectfu 1\y .

S ir .
Yr . mo . obed Sen

A . J. Dall as

David G ilsso n Esq .

Co llec to r. New-York

I

\
• S'
• \\ 1 I

' :f)~
J

~.0v / 'V
~~.

==

Figure 5. Letter from Tr easury Department 7 July 1816.
U.S. # 29. superb used
PFC. red CDS, ex-Haas

U.S. # 12
Gem used pair

U.S. # 122*, supe rb, OG,
PFC·"one of finest known"

SUPERB Quality 19th Century Stamps
of the United States.

"Oualitv is our ONLY Business II

(305) 274-4066 JRaflrlal1
P.O. Box 56 -1593, Miami, FL 33 256
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PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS
FRANK MANDEL. Editor
PRINTED POSTAL MARKINGS
(continued )

Postmaster Free Franks
In sharp contras t to the forego ing discuss ions of pr inted townmarkings and rating marks ,

the number of examples of printed mark ings on letters transm itting ma il free of postage is
qu ite ex tensive, therefore no attempt wi ll be made to docume nt every recorded variety . A few
typical examples will suffice.

Further , thi s topi c will be limit ed to items orig inating fro m U.S . postm asters . Recentl y ,
in Chronicle 132, Richard Graham present ed inform at ion on the printed facsi mile free frank s
of the 1860s . For the most part this pert ained to the departm ent s other than the post office, and
includ ed several illu strati on s of these hand some printed markings. It should be referred to for
much useful background information on this subject.

At the risk of bein g some what tediou s I shall recapitulate so me of the legal basis of these
postal artifacts . As early as the Ac t of March 2, 1799 (section 17) postm asters had been
permitted to have lett ers and pack ets not excee ding one-ha lf ounce in weight conveye d to and
from them free of postage. In 1845 (Act of March 3, 1845 , section 5) there was an atte mpt to
repeal all prior acts and regul ation s conce rni ng franking , repl acing these with a quarterl y
allowance on official mail for all persons who theretofore had the privilege . Section 6 of this
act retained a condition al authoriza tion for the three Assistant Postmasters General to
transmit mai l free of postage on official business , with a similar dispensation for deputy
postmasters . Thi s attempt to curb the abuses connec ted with the frank ing privilege does not
appea r to have been e ither very satisfactory or success ful.

The Ac t of Ma rch 2 , 1847 , sec tio n I , reinstated the privi lege of postm asters whose
compensation for the last precedin g yea r did not exceed $200 to send all letters (but not
wholly printed matter or unsealed ci rculars) wr itte n by themse lves , and to rece ive all letters
addressed to them se lves on their private business free of postage , limited to one- ha lf ounce
per letter in we ight. Thi s pri vate privilege (attaching to the office , not the person) would have
been in addition to their right to send letters on their officia l business . Thi s dual privilege
remained essentially undi sturbed for another 16 years .

In 1863 , postm asters ' frankin g privi leges were grea tly modi fied . The Ac t of March 3,
1863 (effective June 30, 1863) thereafter lim ited free mail to offic ial communications to other
postmasters , the envelope to be marked "official " and with the signature of the postm aster .
Thi s terminated the postm asters ' pri l.atemail privilege whi ch had , with the exception of the
period 1845-1847 , been in effec t in so me form since the Act of 1799. The furth er act of
March I , 1869 , spec ified that the franking privil ege be exe rc ised by the persons entitled to it
by the written autograph signature upon the matter being franked.

The move to lim it the franking privi lege ge nera lly culminated in the Act of January 3 1,
1873, whi ch abo lished franking privileges from and afte r Jun e 30, 1873 , and the enabling Act
of March 3 , 1873 , which repea led, fro m and after Jun e 30, 1873 , all laws and parts of laws
permitting the tran sm ission by mail of any free matter whatever. These 1873 laws also
ushered in the era of officia l (or departmental) stamps and stamped enve lopes , and ul
timately , in 1877 , the use of penalty enve lopes.

There is a large mass of surv iving stampless letters co nta ining instruction or advice,
directed to local postmasters , origi nating from the Post Office burea ucracy in Wash ingto n,
which bear postal markin gs printed in whole or in part . Various Postm asters General,
Assista nt Postm asters Gen eral , P.O . Auditors Offices , the Dead Letter Office , the Inspect ion
Office , and suppliers of post office blanks seem to have been particularly active in using such
forms. I have recentl y acquired a significant holding of these covers , used between the 1820s
and 1880s , and once they have been orga nized and studied, intend to publi sh many item s of
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interest. Accordingly. I shall not focus on printed mark ings originating from Washington
departm ental offices at this time.

Until. and eve n dur ing the 1850s printed mark ings originating from local postmasters
are scarce, and qu ite unusual. espec ially if used in connection with their privilege to send
letters on their private business. This privilege did not extend to sending wholly printed
matter includ ing unsealed circulars , and there see ms to have been litt le incentive to prod uce
"all of a piece" printed circulars in connection with their private business, though it is also
possible that such item s simply have not survived very well.

. ...... -~ ....:: - .

P. M. ~
!

l' IW CK n n I DGE, A LUM

Ii SPRINGS, VA. i
I ~ • . __._~ ' _ '_' . _ .'

Figure 1. Printed FREE frank of ALUM SPRINGS (ROCKBRIDGE CO.), VA., in black 53% x 30%
mm. double-lined box with manuscript signature. Postmaster Will iam Frazier used several
different types of these printed markings on his private business. (Photo by Peter Hedrington)

Figure I illustrates the black printed boxed frankin g of William F. Frazier . postmaster of
Alum Springs, Rockb ridge (Co .), Virginia, used ca . 1853. On this cover the signature alone
is in manuscript. A few exa mples are known with manuscript dates , and at least one also has a
redu ndant "A lum Springs" added in manuscr ipt. Mr. Fraz ier used at least four different types
of printed free markings between 1853 and 1861, including a printed label. During the
Confederacy . some of these enve lopes were used with Confederate stamps affixed ove r the
FREE part of the printed marking. The financia lly hard-pressed Confederate Congress had
moved at a very early date to sharply limit franking privileges.

All recorded examples see m to have been used in connection with Mr. Frazier' s private
business. Alum Springs (not to be confused with Rockbridge Baths) was located in the central
part of the valley between the Allegheny and Blue Ridge Mount ains. on the main road 17
miles N.W . of the county seat of Rockbridge County . Lexington . Th is county boasted a
celebra ted 19th century touri st trap , a natural rock bridge. It was also in an area of numero us
busy thermal and medicinal springs of which Alum Springs was one . This site was often
referred to as "The Rockbridge Alum Springs" to distinguish it from other medicinal baths.
most notably the Bath Alum Springs in nearby Bath Co unty. and this also probably explains
the odd order of the office's name in the printed mark ing.

Examples of printed markings used in connection with local postmasters' privilege of
sending free letters on official bus iness beco me fairly com mon after the mid-1850s. Figure 2
illustrates an early exa mple of a printed facsi mile signature. that of L. A. Thomas, postmaster
at New Haven . Conn. . used in 1855 . As is often the case with such items, it is dated with a
black circ ular townm arking . OCT/l8/1855 . Th is encloses a letter to the postmaster at New
Haven, Vermo nt. which reads:

Dear Sir
I se nd yo u he rewi th letters for Ebe nezer H Hays & Corne lia Taylor the other s had been
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taken out

truly
Luciu s A. Thomas. P.M.

Thi s evide ntly pert ain s to letters which had been misse nt to New Haven, Conn . , instead of
New Haven, Vermont, and to uches on one of the reason s a printed free mark ing would have
been used at a busy office - to save time . One can imagine that the large office at New
Haven , Co nn. , often recei ved mail intended for one of the othe r nine offices thro ughout the
country that shared a similar name . During the sa me period this office also used a hand 
stamped MIS/S ENT marki ng (re fer to pages 253-255 of Simpson's U.S. Postal Markings ,
J85 J-6 J, 2nd ed . by Thomas J . Alexa nde r) to ex pedite the handl ing of such ma il. My thanks
to Mr. John Wyert s for br inging this example to my attention.

Post Office Busine&~Free.

~f.JjJt

Figu re 2. Printed FREEfrank of NEW HAVEN. Con ., used in 1855. Black 72 x 15 mm. with facsimile
signature. Postmaster L.A. Thomas used these envelopes to enclose post office business. in this
instance a letter to another postmaster concerning missent letters. Dated with black year-dated
34% mm. townmarking. (Photo by Peter Hedringtonl

Figure 3 illustrates the ye llow ish enve lope bearin g black printed free markings in Old
English type , used at the post office at Leom inster , Mass . It is endorsed in manu script by

~o~t (Office,~comitl~ttr, mJa~~.

Q)Hil'in1 @}u~ine~~ . l \'l'r.

/~
fO' , ' 1 ~ ~\I • .. . ' J

~\ '\ 6 ~ ~ /
.M.il ·

/' /5 / -L /? /k~__

~~/~e _~{ /~~
/!/I

Figure 3. Printed FREEfrank of LEOMINSTER, Ms.•with fancy Old English letter type in black 84 x
24 mm. with manuscript signature. Postmaster Chas. H. Colburn used these printed envelopes to
expedite his official business. Dated with black 30 min. townmarking. (Photo by Peter Hed 
ringtonl
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Chas. H. Co lburn, longtime postm aster at th is office. and is dated with a black town marki ng .
There arc no co ntents , but the letter is addresse d to the postmaster at Winchester . N.H. , and
may well have been about anothe r missen t Icttcr . unclear hand writ ing at that time often
caus ing such co nfusion. S ince it is not dated one ca nnot be abso lutely certa in that this
enve lope was created to co nfo rm to the post - Jun e 30, 1863 . limitations on postmasters '
franking privileges . Leom inster was a thri ving , high volume office in Worcester Co.. located
at the rail j unctio n of the Fitchburg Railroad . and the Fitchburg and Worcester Railroad , 26
miles N.E . of Worc ester. Mass. . and 46 W.N.W . of Boston , and on the Nashua River. Mr.
Co lburn seems to have been an unu sually fas tid ious postmaster for he is well known to
185 1-61 spec ialists for his hab it of ca refully ca nce lling stamps and stamped enve lopes with
numera l 3 rating handstamps (ofte n erroneo us ly co ns ide red to be precan ce ls). and to 1861
spec ialists for his use of a distinct ive circular ca nce ller at so me times ca lled "s tove pipes,"
and at othe r times the "Leominste r links ."

POB ma ter,

o);(. (' ;;£-./~_L
~I J(/,

Figure 4. Printed marking of WINCHENDON, MAS., in black 54 x 7 mm. with stylized facsimile
signature. Postmaster E. S. Merrill used these envelopes to enclose official mail to other post
masters. Dated with black 22 mm. townmarking which is duplexed with a quartered cork
canceller.

The luck y postmaster at W inchester, N.H., was also the recip ien t of the cover illustrated
as Figure 4 . Thi s br igh t yellow enve lope has a black stylized facs imi le signature of the
postmaster at Winchendo n, Mass . , E.S . Merrill , and is dated with a black townm arking
which is dupl exed with a qu artered cork cance ller. It lacks co ntents, but the similarity in town
names almost cer ta inly poi nts to another missent lette r problem. It was also probably created
after the 1863 limitat ion of f ree ma il to letters se nt betw een postmasters, since the print
format of the address included the word " Postmas ter." and beca use the duplexed town
marking is of a style and typeface more typical of the late I860s. Winchendon, Mass. , was
another busy Worcester Co. post office , in an indu st rial town intersected by the Cheshire
Railroad , about 54 miles west of Boston. This cover reflects two differen t time savi ng
devices: the use of a dup lex ca nce ller, and a printed franking for offic ial post office business .

Th is co ncludes , for a while, my descr ipt ion of print ed markings . Furt her exa mples will
be illustrated as they co me to my atte ntion . I sha ll end this seg me nt with a happy thought: The
prin ted townm arkings and rati ng marks of the 1850s and I860s co uld be thought of as the
ances tors of the printed meter and permit mark ings see n today, and the print ed free frank ings
of the mid- nineteenth ce ntury are the precursors of printed penalt y enve lopes of our time .
Such stampless uses ce rta inly did not end with the 19th ce ntury, and so me of these modern
artifacts are , in my view , co llec tible as tom orrow 's c lassics.
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U.S . CARRIERS

ROBERT MEYERSBURG, Editor
Thank s to the ge neros ity of Robson Low e , we now have access to his voluminous files
on the independ ent mails . They incl ude the Perry-Hall manu scr ipt , Robb ie ' s ow n extensive
notes and articles, and a wealth of corres ponde nce with the top stude nts of the past
half-cent ury . These will be ed ited and publi shed in the Chonicle . They will appea r in the
Carrier sec tion on an ongo ing bas is, along with carrier articles.
THE INDEPENDENT MAILS
INTRODUCTION

The story of the inde pendent mails is a chap ter from the co ntinuing tale of the co nflict
between the public and private sec tors of our eco nomy .

As a background to the sto ry of the inde pendent mails , let us exa mine briefl y the
financial status of the "average" Ame rican worker in the 1840s. A carpenter ea rned from $2
to $2 .50 a day; a shoemaker' s daily pay varied from 25 cents to 65 cents; co tton workers
earned 65 cents per day. The annual pay of a sea mstress averaged $58 .50 . Print ers and
pressmen were paid from $8 to $ 12 per wee k; and school teachers $ 10 to $ 12 per month .

The Postal Act of March 2, 1792, established rates of postage for letter s varying linearly
with distance through nine zones from 6 ce nts per sheet for distances under 30 miles to 25
cents per shee t for distances over 450 miles , with no we ight limit. The Act of March 3, 1825 ,
reduced the number of zones to six and placed a three pound weight limit on letters . The Act
of March 2, 1827 , further exacerbated the cos t situation by providing that even though a letter
be composed of a sing le sheet, it wo uld be charged with quadruple postage if it weig hed an
ounce.

In Grea t Britain , prior to December 5 , 1839 , the postage rates were ge nera lly simi lar to
the rates in the United States , but the intense ag itation for relief from the high postal rates led
to the adoption, by 1840 , of a uni form rate of 2 cents ( Id) per half ounce letter whic h
increased at the rate of2 cents ( Id ) per half ounce up to a maximum limit ofone pound , above
which weight the Post Office wo uld not carry the letter. This action encouraged the Amer ican
public to press even harder for red uction of postal rates.

In the United States , until about 1835 the Post Office was able to operate profi tably, but
expansion wes tward and to the south saw the es tablishment of new, thinl y popul ated post
routes and the opening of many new post offices . With the adve nt of the steamboat and the
railroads , private ex press co mpanies were founded , which began carrying mail ove r limited
routes at lower rates than those charged by the Post Office . The Postmaster General
responded to the pressures of Co ngress by appointing postm asters for reasons of pol itical
expedie ncy , and the yea rly surplus turned into a defic it. The Postmaster Ge nera l blamed the
express companies for the change .

Due to the hue and cry for lower pos tal rates some members of Co ngress tried to pass
bills to reduce ex isting rates , but they fai led because the Postmaster Ge neral had not
reco mme nded such ac tion. It was difficult for him to support such bills when his department
was show ing deficits where not so long ago there had been surp luses (Figure I) . His surviva l
tact ic was to remind the sponsors of the bill s that he would be forced to redu ce the numb er of
post offices in their districts , leaving the ir constituents with reduced (or, in many cases, no)
serv ice; and putt ing politi call y appointed postm asters out of a jo b.

Agi tation for redu ction of postal rates was reported as ea rly as 1836 in the north eastern
states. Letters and edi tor ials in many regio nal newspapers recommended that the publ ic
should support the ex press co mpa nies which ca rried the mail in co mpetition with the Post
Office as a mean s of pressuring the government to lower the ir rates (Fig ure 2) .
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Figure 1. CHEAP POSTAGE - New York Express, July 25, 1844
Chronicle 136 I November 1987 I Vol. 39. No.4 245



~~~~:i.Du.'1ma~ ,.p~nAoK e~ 1 by.New Eilila~ mP'",~Ii arecerWn tOjfO 6y tbe
' . or N-'Y~Uei 1:J0It0D Jipen C&IIUot fail • ,cbeapest I'OGle. co~pria, .~ amaU 1lD\000foilhe I'e- ,

~~'l~'~r~ad~acm.nll of Dew ~"' 0( the Po.t ?dIce IHpll~DL. . . .
~"~.hed :.~1.the recePtloa ollt:ue,. for .tJae, . By1he.late dec~ of th~ htgbut l~galal1lborlti!8
~ aWl" .:TIHt. Iut .m.tanoe 0( thia Idad wei lb' lor the Jand, tbe lIlan~ 0( thianew buJjueu areaa'

.~bl." '1\IOIay"l.a the elM ol OvtftOG a5 ! .~ of perfeCt protrctI..D fromth4: threat. 01 the Go
Co'."be} adYe,tlM' to.ltJr. lett.... to BoatOa lOt flv~ ' Venl lJlelll ; ..IId Ibo peoplc,l()(Igimpatit;nt10,. reduc·
~" or~~ by purcbuinr ttampL) Their' box.. .non "! ~"rl.', are ~.ttIDr IJel'd 10 the new mOde of
INplaoeid ill allparta of thecity aDd Ire~n .. bow .C&IT)"I"1' letter., w1l1':h cannot be changed unlil Con-,

....ter'tbu tb8 ·MMJ. whiCh i.d~iaie ·aJOoe.WOQId ·~ rre.. He fit to remodel the depaJ1Dlt!1l1, and give II
yael~ oOm.po~ or~~;-\O, ~tiont ,be tbe el!kMocy 0( the pri\'llle.maiJ., by rl.'duciltgtbe ralll
acquirwd lim. ill mlat y.u~.. Th. pnn&e'maD I)'~' 0(fO'tltre to the low atallcWd. · . .
'tm ill DOt MOODd in ImpOrtance -io the U:·8. mall no ao~mment. must _ ,Itom the exteat of the.
• YeII DOW '\O 1he people of New 'YO{ki FromNeW pri~tll/D. lla tlt:aCrlbed, tl!'t .whatewr mllY be their
Orl_ aM tJwSoUthll'll~a'ue.'.tb",U. 8 : mail ~ d~: JlOliC)',th" pc!oplebnv. ,IO.faru the Nona it concere-
reDdecl lIpOIl,'buI' tbla .CtilaOc-be Mid of the 1'l'1I' ed, .settled the que.lion 01 cbeep po.tafl!. ThePOll
~em, Non&efi·.ild,YI.tem routes . At thlati~ O~, D~paltmllnt Clnno( ltand . under Ibill Itlv"i.
the,. aN In thiacity lispthile 'maUl 10ao.ton alone ' .dnun a \' II. retIOurces, and tbe aoontr I refonnltloo il
Liot.,are alto OfgwlllC!lo Pb\ll.deJphilr;,aJltbeloWllI ~t.abOU!, !h0. beUff lor all lotllreJted,ill the triQ8~"
.100000llle North';R1~er. to Troy; wettlo CWC8(O, D.. IlOQ of leUtll. . " '
tr~f, Buffalo, '~ ealt 10,Hlrtlord•.NewRUllO,New . TbeIH~~ thua far MV' UJlO.l1ICveral oees-

.Bedbd. NanWck.1, PtOV~eoce, and the other JU:I!lu- 110M caIIcd tlpon(;ongJelllo )lilY III "'.y The Wb\a'
f.t!l1lriag tOW11t 10Rbod. Isllnd, to all tb. tOWOI bJ- .Congl'Ml ".re caJledllpOll 10pay ha11 a m/UIOO b '
ttr~a Bollon IDdBangor,and to all tho townl n~r ~ d.ticie~ aDd CoIlfTl!N will hardly adjoum
BOItoo of Iny ImllOJ1&ncu, Thul It willbe Wllnthlt W1tho~ maklnf lOme provialoo for <lId dlltlll, Tbe

' . Il8w.·~partm.nl, ' poaac..ing . tbe l'litlre collfiden~t' W~i Senile ,~Ne<J a bill whlcb would rav" I.Vlld
oftlMl public,';carrvillf I..lera at one-quart~r o(lb; .the G,)vcntlD~ "VUlIlD\OUDl orreven~,~nd 10.
matl ...tn. have Poa.e..ed tMmaeh'" 0( the carriaae meuure Jaave met populnrexpectallon. The HouW
of the ImmeDlle COl'rel'Poodeoce IMine fromtbtlrmt .of Re~!I"1!9U declined to eel upoGUle bill,aDd

. produce tncJebet.I"Hftlb. L.l"fl and the Oceall,thllt theDepartmeal, under tho badadminiltnliun oj

n.1&luera rel'linc-.te>th....pat bullc or the frelgbti"8\ ' ~~tt~ Gtullral Wlcldilf.,tbe ....oratII.baa eVer
IDle~al 01Ne~ .E ngI4Dd,.tbllt of our r:lpidly 8row~ ta.d, lit JOIIII' .OD !rom ~d 10worse' Theevil will
IllAIlu(Ktu~ I~ereat, iDclqdlog alto tho wbaUq jn. .IXX1~ 10.bad, tLal 0( Dt!Cftaily it mWlt cure
tereat, andtbot!arge I1wnbe,. of prlV1ltlt let.te,. wrilltl1 l&ael.... <. ' .., .

Figure 2. THE CHEAP INDEPENDENT POSTAL SYSTEM - New York Express, July 4,1844

The publi c pre ssure for lower postage rates kept grow ing , and time ran out for the
Postma ster General. By Jul y 1844 , the majority of the independ ent mails had arrived on the

Figure 3. WYMAN'S EXPRESS MAIL - Boston Advertiser, Sept. 24, 1844
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sce ne . Th ey carried mai l in co mpetition w ith the Post Office bet ween towns and ci ties in the
northern and eastern region s of the co untry (Fig ure 3), and for a very short period fro m
Albany to Bu ffal o (Figure 4) and thence to the western sho re o f Lak e Michi gan . They
charge d 5 ce nts for a s ingle lette r if prep aid , or 6 '14ce nts if co llec t. Som e of the posts defined
a s ing le lette r as one we ighing up to one ounce , while othe rs rated the lette rs by the num ber of
shee ts of paper co ntained in each one.

Figure 4. HALE & CO:S INDE
PENDENT MAIL ARRANGE
MENT - Boston, June 20,
1844

Basic ally . the independe nt mai ls charg ed bet ween a hal f and a quarter of the rates
charged by the go vern me nt, and they bi t deepl y into the Post O ffice receipts by the end of
1844 . The Postmaster General bro ught so me of them be fore the U .S . Distric t Co urts,
cha rg ing them w ith vio lat ing the Postal Act of 1825 , whic h made it a crime to carry lett e rs
outs ide the mai l over post ro utes ei ther on horseback or by stagecoach (Figure 5) . The
inde pendent mail s ba sed their de fen se on the fac t that they used stea mboat or rai lroad or bo th
to transport the ma ils , and that the Act o f 1825 made no me ntion of e ithe r o f these means of
tran sportation. T he co urts sus ta ined the independen t pos ts in these cases, and le ft the
Postmaster General with little alterna tive to proposing a ne w postal bill to Congress - a bi ll
which had to accomplish at least two fund am enta l th ings . First. the rates of postage had to be
suc h that the publ ic would opt for governme nt se rv ice - and to this end he reco mmended for
co ns ide ratio n ap proxi matel y the rates charge d by the indep enden t posts. Secondly , the
definiti on of po st road s and post ro utes had to be brou ght up to date in spec ifyi ng the means of
carry ing the mai ls . Thi s bill was passed and was s igned on Ma rch 3, 1845. It became
e ffec tive on Jul y I, 1845 . estab lishing a rate of 5 ce nts per hal f ou nce for distance s up to 300
miles. and 10 ce nts per hal f o unce for greater dis tance s. It put so me rea l tee th into the law
about the ca rr iage of letter s outside the governme nt mail. T he habitual ma il ca rrier outs ide the
Post Office Department co uld be fined S 150 for each offense. as could the ow ner o f the
ca rrier and the personn e l who ope rated the tra in or steamboat or any othe r public co nveyance .
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lie. lind ro:orpnlh the .1 0.1 om.,. clepartm"111 ,','

There .... 110 dooht mllOY who Irutil hablbual rever
,fnce for !hf' law. pf the counlry. wtlI kel.ome he.l1.ll.
tion In Wl\hdrcWlllJ th." ' lIf'POC'l even from lUI 001011.
law of doubtfulv.lIdily. TJieee may Jlndlin uample
01 .Jlarep;,d 01 thl!~w. 8«'1 Ih.m by the Potl M....lt!r
G,,~emli in .uth,orizlng Ibe eatrbtaliment of • pubU-b.
era mal. III whlCb all aorta and aiu. 01 p'mphltta are
forWllrded .t ntea 01postage but liule abOve the price
chvg.-d OIl me !'baiK!i' e forwarded on -the can.l
uT!U' Glee Book" ,cootalnlng nlnefeen Ibeeta, and
weIghing when dry Jeventt'en .nd. baJroUDce. anJ
" T he Hannted 1\, ~etcll, ant, .' 22 llbeeta, w.ighintr' 181
ounces, arc . cnlm the mail from New Yolk to Bulf••
10, lor one oeut. . '
· 1 hav.eb..~'! mea ropy o(".The lavallde," coota!n.
Ing twentt·.LX llheeta,'IVhlch,With twenty other copiea,
Were tet'elved by themail. thil week (rom New York
. 1one f'ellceacbt !='hile the legal JlOIllge'on lbiapampli.
It'! II G5cents, .While the POit Mlltoor General uc:t
(·i..ell tho.' po~er o( bulli/ym] tbe Poat Ollice law lit
plea~ule, I hope cbe~itizena of Nil'" Yorkwho have
,con c_romlepce in tbis f'ily, will lorward Ie telll by
G~. E. Pomeroy'. Letter f':xPf1'll' Mail: I"'emy .llmp.
can be purrhokd for a dollar The leuera OIl arrival
here WIll imm...<h. !ely,be deUvt'1't!CI by a J!t'liny poat,
and IhOi timu Will tie aO"onIcJ (or repJiet by rt'lurn oar
If the m...rcJllllltsin New York wi ll com. intothia m....:
l ure, tbe EXPreu Mall will fllftliab:. ch~p and tIal'u
mt'lln. ol cocre.poftdence betWf'l!ll tbe twp ciUe., un
Id the deaitedrelOrm i. made w tbe PoelOlflcedep..,..
r:nen~ Youra, 'YeryrupectfuHr •. . *

HU7l'At.O.

Thi s made the ca rrier and its personnel more or less unp aid pol ice officers forthe Post Office .
As a res ult , the independ ent mail s then in'ope ration closed down on Jun e 30, 1845 , after

having forced the govern ment to reduce drast icall y their postal rates , which result ed two
years later in the issuance of our fir st postage stamps, the 5 and 10 cent values of 1847.

In the colonial days , in order to send a lett er acro ss the ocean, it was necessary firsl to
lake it to some tavern where the ships ' capta ins co ngregated, and see k out a ship due to sa il for
the locati on of the addressee. In England , the fee usually charged by the captain was an
English penn y. At the port of arr iva l the mail was taken by the capta in to his favo rite tavern or
coffee hou se where it was deli vered , with any letters not called for placed on a bulletin board
or in a box. As a matter of passing interes t. America's first post offi ce was es tablished in one
of Boston ' s leading tavern s , in ord er to provi de gre ater security for the mail.

By the end of the 17th ce ntury, after seve ral efforts to es tablish pri vate post offices
failed , the Brit ish Post Office took over the managem ent of the American mails . Following a
general overhaul of the regul ations of the British Post Office in 1711 , rates of postage were
set for the first time between New York and Lond on at one shilling per single lett er. Thi s was
poorly received in Ame rica as the Briti sh Post Office gave no se rvice for the shilling and the
public had grow n used to paying a penn y for the ocean transport ation of their lett ers. Th e
Brit ish Postal Ac t of 1711 provi ded tha t if a letter re ferred to a part of the ship 's ca rgo it was to
be transported free - whic h, of co urse, most of them did . The Act of 1711 also attempted to
contro l the ships' ca pta ins by requi ring them to de liver their let ter bags to the Post Office
under penal ty of a heavy fine; but des pite the law. the tavern del ivery remained the popular
custom.
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Benjam in Frank lin was the Postmaster Gen er al und er the Co ntinenta l Co ngre ss fro m
177 5 until the Co ns titutio n was ratified in 1789 . Unde r his g uidance. the Postal Act of 1782
was formulated and passed , and it es tab lished a postal rate of four pennywei ght s of silver for
foreign lett ers of sing le we ight. Thi s was eq uivalent to o ne shill ing but was based on the
Spa nis h silver do llar or piece of eig ht (50 ce nt) penn ywe igh ts .

After 1789 , und er the Co nstitution , the governme nt wa s respon sible for the domest ic
and fore ign mail s . For incoming mails . before the ship's ca pta in co uld co nduc t any other
busin ess he first had to turn over any mail he ca rried to the Post O ffice ; and so the Post Office
had the incoming foreig n mail ca rried o n A me rican sh ips reason ably we ll und er co ntro l. Mail
ar riving by foreign packets did not pass throu gh the Post O ffice. For ma il to be deli vered fro m
the Post O ffice to the addressee at the port of arr iva l. the charge was 6 ce nts for a single lette r.
2 ce nts o f which wen t to the tran sporting ship's ca pta in . For lett ers go ing on to a more di stant
post office, the charge was the inland postage plu s 2 ce nts. and the le tte r had to be stamped
SHIP.

Th e Post O ffice had substantia lly less contro l over the outgo ing foreign mail. It charged
one ce nt for plac ing a letter on board a ship if it was mailed at the port of de parture, but if it
was recei ved in the incoming mail from anoth er post o ffice, it was put on board the ship free,
the only spec ial requirem ent be ing that the U . S . inland posta ge must be prepa id.

S ince the British Post Office d id not sanct ion prepaym ent o f the sea pos tage or English
inland pos tage in America, it was difficult at tim es to co llec t the postage due on deli very ,
because the add ressees often re fused to accept the lett e r because of the high cost.

Figure 6. HARNDEN & CO. 
Boston Transcript. Oct . 26 .
1840

.~-~:'-

y-----t••'>'

~~... ' ·H A I U n ) E N &:. 'C 6 ' M . . ..
I' ; RO>lT.1N. L1VEIlPO'JL 6: LON'~~
!' nos. : AND BOSTON, r-novr r:£. .
.: Of;NCr., NEW YORK 6: PHILA' I
' , DELI' HIA l'aclrll8~ Erp,/... F'ore/~ Letter, Gtneral For- ,
.1,,,nrd/ng',,,ad t'tlmml."lIfI f).J1Ict. . ~. i
I W.P. f1ARNOEN hall "~l4fJ(l il r ...I with hfmulf DEXTER .

I
BRIGHAM JIl ; untter 1M firm nfHARNDEN 4: CO. !
-T hey h:we eslAhll.l~ '\ hnnrh (If tbetr hf\U~ In Llnrponl :

nnd Lo.n.I/lII, 1111" fllr Urlllh:tm will letlllo l-erm.1nenll, then. to I
. c('n.lur.(·lh p. ht.:slt\e_lI. · .I Thtlr omr.es ,re No 8 Court II . 8ost,·n : comerortlnlQll fll'i1d-
Inn:"r;1\'I,le ': No ~ WI11 UIl,New Yur.k; :."., corner IIfThlnt

I , ' ''Il\I :''l:el'"~Ph lll"Ir.I,'hla. Uu," nol :~ w ill he r:h'en,if theirrOtn r. ·.• 'ill ·l ,lvr rlll1fll nod (.un,loll. P" r.kRirell . Par rel_, fIlamvlel .
•M G."hl~. ~loecle , Ilunll ,No 'ca kr . will he reee tred nt el lh1:r Of·

. ftr.",lI u.1 furW llnlCII llroml,llV 1l1 .lIre-:Ie.I. ' .
. t' :., tlcular l\' !e l1 l1oll • ., I tie 1,:iI,1 10 "lll rh,, ~ln!t 1':00011•. exeeut
Inlror,lell:m<lcollectln.anol (l.11 In: . Ir:tO ~ , nu~~ and Ifltl!; ""
,""rt. anY'ilnll ':", buslne.. enlru_lo.1 10 their charge w ilimeel
wllh 'l'fllml'llltlenllon. ' ; •

I'orel!!n,Lelttr ,Deparl/»nlt. Lelfers for Ihe Brlll_h and
Nnr\hA merle;,n Ilovll llllall L: IM nr joIlerm, 8hl,,' .lIp kf'III at
Ihelr otnr.clnNewVnrk 11.0'1.nll!' lon . wht-N'leIlUll ""1\1 bI! re
ce ived clther fll....M.,Un lle<IKln!.I"n1'"r I1ny p~ r' or the Contl
henl ;I "fll~Il~lalle ntwlMh r:IO he II·d.' h.:r<,. All leuera p:l1.t
he re III\1,tllll,llrer.lctlIO eare of Harnden 6: Co, Liver/,ool.llllll
Ihp-IT tlnl,olllLlver,.uol wlll ',.:r, rhe En !;lI!h Jl'l!'l:l/:e nn<.l reo
mall 'hent, . ' " .

1J1Il"~J:FJchtm~t. .T h,.,y.lI ll1r"w:lt ~llht Rill" of F:x(h :tnre
on~nc'anc' , l r"l.n.lnDl' Reo"an.I, for !<umll frnm .\ 10 £100.

N;n.AlI£oOOl must itHl m/llkf'fl · care ur Harrnlen • Co .
TMYhol>e '\ty 'pnrent'"e,l, attcnttun :In.1 IHomp 'neli 10 mah
fhl!'r Allcnr.y u.tfullo all elllll~"0' : he r.ommllnlf, .

RtJ';"cnr.u.TholTUle 1J.}(;urllll F.-fl , Bo>ton : earlnr,Br"'Mn
• C,!, I.lvf:rrNlul; "amllfl l 'Ve llll F.lq,I'll rl l ; Oouolhue 6: Co. New
Yllrk: Fletcher, Altx:lnolef4: Co, Londou .

ll':~ .~ ; . ' y ' • JlARSnr.S6:r:e .
"----~-,-, _.. ------

By 1839 this sit ua tion presented an op portunity fo r several of the A merica n express
co mpanies to arrange a prep aym ent in both direct ion s (Figure 6). The ship ope rators now
charged $ 1 per lette r at the America n end . th is fee inclu din g both the sea and Engli sh inland
postage ,

In 1840 the C unard Line started reg ular mai l packet service between Liverpool and
Boston . wi th a unifo rm c harge of o ne sh illing co ver ing bo th sea and Briti sh inland pos tage .
On le tte rs to Europe us ing th is service. only the U. S . inland postage had to be prepaid - 6
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.

.lAS. W. HALE.
W. u, Kl~IUAl.J...

' .

cents if the lett er was ma iled in Boston , 18% ce nts if mailed in New York (rates for sing le
letters) (Figure 7).

-
FOREIGN' LET·TEIl oFfi"ICE:r;:'" .

13 COII.·1 Marcel, .
IN CuNNEc'rlON w r v n

.: l L \. L R ' S }"OREIGY LI~l'TER OFli'ICE,
. NEW YOlllL .

I ETTEH S are Iorwardcd for I he London ~ Linerpool: and
~ II"Jvr~ Packets-c-Ior !Smtih America, Wed ludies, "lid all,

other foreign I'm'hl ti lr 18~ een ta ..neh . . . . . .. , .r , •

I • . - . LETTERS F'Olt. NEW YOJut " '7
Iorwnrded uy S,'ECIAL MEFlSENClEA DAILY lur 6! .ccllts eRch: .

llRl{lt areclnsed a t'3t o'cl(l(1I\, I). i\1.
Olllce I:J COlll't street, UOl'ltOlI.l

. , " 58 Wull srreet, N. York.) .
• dec G It!lf

Figure 7. HALE'S FOREIGN LETTER OFFICE- First Boston advertisement. Dec. 6. 1843.

The Post Office fel t they we re los ing a co ns iderable amo unt of foreign mail revenue to
the Ada ms & Co. and the Hale & Co . ex presses, and they tried to reduce this loss by making
an agreem ent with the C unard Line where by an Admiralty agent trave led on the ships,
deputi zed to se ize and return to the Post Office any lett er s on which the U. S. inland postage
had not been prepa id .

Adams, Hale and others co untere d th is move by mailing the letters in the Boston post
office . O ne indep endent car rier, Harnden , paid the Post Office 18·% ce nts for eac h single
letter he carried between New York or Phil adelphia and Boston until Jul y 1844. whe n he
advertised a fee of 12 1/ 2 ce nts . Apparently the Boston post office never held Ada ms or Hale
accountab le to th is practice , s ince the records show that they eac h ca rried about 2,000 lett ers
for the sai lings fro m Boston .

In March 1844 the postm aster of New York se nt out circulars and put up placa rds stating
that there was no possibility of letters be ing placed on board the Cunard ships unless they
were dep osited in the New Yo rk pos t office . He may have frightened so me of the merch ant s
into using the U . S . mails , but the indep endent s still handled the bulk of the lett er s .

Figure 8. Letter forwarded through GILPIN'S FOREIGN LETTER OFFICE.
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In 1843 there were five packet companies leaving New York for England. all of them
charging 1 2 1/~ cents for sea postage by sailing vessel. The British Post Office refused to
collect this sum on unpaid letters to England and reim burse the five companies for ocean
postage. The companies then tried to have the U. S. Post Office require prepayment of sea
postage. but because of the complications that would attend the establishment of such a
practice, the Post Office rejected the request. The packet companies then notified all users
that no letter would be accepted for carriage, either from the Post Off ice or any other source.
unless the ocean postage of 12y~ cents for sailing ships, 25 cents for steam ships was prepaid
to specified company agents, who made up the letter bags at their respective premises.

.:

Figure 9. Letter forwarded through HUDSON'S FOREIGN SHIP LETTER OFFICE.

In addition to the express companies, there were a number of News Room forwarders of
foreign mail. Gilp in's Exchange was in operation at 67 Merchant' s Exchange as early as
1835. Figure 8 illustrates a cover which left Philadelphia on March 9. 1839. and arrived in
England in April. Hudson's News Room in the Tontine Building at Wall and Water Streets
forwarded foreign letters from 1835 until he sold his business to Hale in 1837. A cover
forwarded by Hudson is illustrated in Figure 9 . The letter was dated January 30, 1836. and
arrived in England on March 12, 1836. Examples of the express companies and other
independent carriers will be covered in the chapters on their activities .
PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Author itative philate lic literatu re: US. CSA . G B. Maritime. Forgeries. GB and the Empire.

Books from over 100 publishers in stock .

96 page Stock Ca ta log $2.00 pp , free with order .

Our Ow n Publications:

Postal History of Ind ian a , two volumes, Posta l History of The Forwarding
1100 pages 1976 . •. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . $7S.00 Agents $3S.00

U.S. Lett er Rates to Forei gn Destinations, CSA Ph ilatelic Subj ect Index a nd
1847 to GpU· Up U. ... .. . • . . . .. ... . . $27.S0 Bibliogr a phy 1862-1984 S4S.00

Fre sno and San Francisco Bicycle Post Pr ivat e Ship Lette r Stamps of th e Wor ld,
of 1894 $SO.OO Vol. 1-3 $110. 00

L E O N ARD H. H ART 1\l A N N P. O. Bux 36006, Luuisvi lle, K~' 411233, (S02) 4SI- 0317
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THE 1851 -61 PERIOD

THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor
THE BISECTS OF THE THREE CENT 1851 ISSUE
STANLEY M. PILLER

8 isectin g a 3¢ sta mp to pay postage of less than 3¢ is one of the more interesting usages
of this de nomination. Such bisect ing was never authorized by law. In most cases, however ,
postal autho rities allowed mai l pre paid in this mann er to pass without being charged postage
due .

Abo ut 100 examples of bisec ted 10¢ 1847 stamps have been record ed , I and more than
100 examples of bisected 12¢ 185 1 stamps are known. ! Bisects of the 12¢ 1851 issue had
appeared as early as 185 I , but the great flood of them occ urred in 1853 , when the San
Francisco postmaster ran out of 3¢ stamps. He began se lling bisected 12¢ stamps to pay the
6¢ rate to the Eas t. Th e New York Cit y postm aster wrot e the PMG , inqu iring as to the validity
of such use. As a result , the :>ost Office Circul ar of 10 November 1853 was issued ,
prohibiting the use of bisected stamps:

If the stamp be cut off or separated from the enve lope on which it was made (stamped
enve lo pes) the legal value of both is destroyed : neith er does the law authorize the use of parts of
postage stamps in pre-payment of postage .

Stude nts therefore ass ume that bisects were legal before this circular was issued , but not
afte r tha t date .

In the November 1972 Chronicle (#76) the late David T . Beal s III publi shed a listin g of
3¢ 1851 bisect covers record ed to that date. The list , which contained 12 covers, was based
on report s by Dr. Ca rro ll Chase , Stanley B. Ashbroo k, Philatelic Foundation files , and the
author' s records . The present article is intended to bring the Beal s listin g up to date .

Only 16 examples of bisec ted 3¢ stamps are now know n, makin g them the rarest of all
classic bisect s. The rates are e ither I¢ circular or drop rate s , or I¢ making up the IO¢
transcontinental rate (in addi tion to three complete 3¢ stamps) .

Vertical Bisects

I. f.:. '

Figure 1. Right vertical bisect, Jordan, N.Y., from Christie's Grunin Sale I.

I. J. David Baker . Creighton C. Hart. Susan M. McDonald . " 1969 Revision of the IO¢ Bisect Cover List ,"

Chronicle 63:94.
2. Th omas J . Alexand er. " Bisec ts of the 12C 1851 Issue ." Chronicl e 75 :121.
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Th ere are seven ver tica l bisects recorded . Three arc le ft bisec ts; four are right bisects. It
is this author's opinion that fou r arc ge nuine , whil e three are questionable .

The Genuine Bisects

One Cent Rates

I. Right vert ica l bisect on co ver from Jordan , N . Y. , to Alba ny, 25 Se ptember 1857 .
The bisect is tied by a viv id blac k c ircular da te stamp . The co ver is an unseal ed enve lope
which prob abl y contained a c ircular. It is ex -Chase and West (Lot 398) , where it was sold
with another cover fro m the same co rresponde nce. It was last so ld in Christie' s Grunin sa le ,
Part I. Illustrated in Beals ' article. It has a Phil atel ic Founda tion ce rt ifica te . See Figure I .

,
. -<

Figure 2. Right vertical bisect, Jackson, Miss., author's photo.

2 . Right vert ica l bisect on large part of fold ed c ircular, Buchanan-Carroll co rres pond
ence . The bisect is ca nce lled by a gree n Jackson , Mississippi, townmark to New Orleans .
The cover is ex -West (Lot 400 where it was described as a diagon al bisec t, wh ich it isn' t). In
the West sale was another cover fro m Jackson with three I¢ stamps (Lot 338) from the same
co rresponde nce. Th e bisec t cover has a Philatel ic Foundatio n cert ifica te . See Figu re 2 .

Ten Cent Rates

...-- t ._

Figure 3. Left vertical bisect, Wren tham, Mass., to San Francisco . Author's photo.
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3. Left vertical bisect on cover from Wrentham, Massachusett s, to San Francisco , along
with three single 3¢ stamps . All of the stamps are from Plate 5 Late . The two left stam ps are in
a different shade from the bisect and its adjacent single . All stamps are cance lled by black
grids and the left stamp is tied by the townmark .The cover has a notation "H. B. Phillips
1901" and is ex -Worthington (19 17) , ex-co llec tion of Mr. X, ex-Krug (Lot 22 1) and ex- Rust
( 1987 Robert A . Siegel Rar ity Sa le) . It has a Philate lic Foundation certi fica te and is signed by
Stanley B. Ashbrook .

Figure 4. Left vertical bisect on cover from Garrotte, Cal. Siegel Rarity Sale. 1982.

4. Left vert ica l bisect attac hed to a vertical strip of three in block form . The tow nma rk
a manuscript Garrotte, Ca lifo rnia; used to East Brookl yn, New York. Eac h sta mp , including
the bisec t, is ind ividually ca ncelled by a manusc ript "X." See Fig ure 4 .

Questionable Bisects

5. Right vertical bisec t from St. Louis, Misso uri, to New York City , da ted 20 July 1856
on a patched up blue folded cover, which was sea led with sealing wax. In my opinion, this is
not a bisect , but a very bad ly cut stamp. The cover is ex-Caspary and ex- Haas. See Figure 5 .

/

Figure 5. Right vertical bisect, postmarked St. Louis, from Caspary sale catalog, Harmer.

6. Right vert ica l bisec t from New Orlea ns to San Francisco . It consists of a strip of two
and a half and a single turned on its side . All are ca nce lled with black grids. The cover is
ex- Krug . It has been given both bad and goo d Ph ilatel ic Foundation certificates . It is signed
by Chase and Ashbrook . In my op inio n it is a fake bisect. At one time I bought this cover and
returned it when I go t the bad Fou ndat ion certificate . I bel ieve the left stamp (position 42L3 )
has been added , that a Ie stamp was removed , and that the bisect was created from a strip of
three (47-49RIL) . The strip and single are not tied together, though they give the impressio n
of being so . Figure 6.
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Figure 6. Right vertical bisect to San Francisco. Special Service photo.

Figure 7. Left vertical bisect, California to Ohio . Siegel Rarity Sale, 1976.

7. Left verti cal bisect from We averville , Californi a , to Man sfield , Ohio . Thi s is a
hori zontal strip of three and one-ha lf. Chase describes it as a cover. Ac tua lly it is a front. It
may be genuine, but there is no way to prove if the whole stamp was there . It is ex-Chase ,
Wood , Co llins, Jeffries . Figu re 7 .

(To be continued )
CORNER CARDS USED AS TOWNMARKS
At Chronicle 113:35 , we reported and illustrated a cover from Tyree Springs, Ten

nessee, where a co rner ca rd had been ado pted by the postm aster as a part of his townm ark .
Th e PL &R required each postm aster to mark eve ry piece of ordinary mail or iginating at his
office wit h the name and sta te of the office, and the date the letter ente red the mai l sys tem.
Since the name and state were a part of the co rne r card , the Ty ree Springs postmaster simply
wro te the date below it to meet the requirem en ts of the PL&R .

David L. Jarr ett has turn ed up two addi tiona l examples , show n here . Although the
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Figure 1. A commercial corner card used by the postmaster at East Dorset, Vt. , as a partially
pre-printed townmark, the date being added to the town and state in manuscript.

Crawford House cover bears a 3¢ 1861 stamp, he believes the same corner card was used
during the prior period. If so, similar uses with 3¢ 1857 stamps should exist. Can anyone
show us one ?

c4 /l
: r p.:l & HARTSHORN, Proprictcrs.

! •,!'

Figure 2. A similar use at Crawford House, New Hampshire. Here, the postmaster did not really
comply with the regulations, since the state name is missing from the corner card.
SAILINGS OF THE UNITED STATES MAIL

U.S. Mail Steamship Co. - New York to Panama
Pacific Mail Steamship Co. - Panama to San Francisco

January to December 1852

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

(Co ntinued from Chronicle 135 :182)

N.Y. Hera/d, Sun . June 6 , 1852 - U.S .M. S.S Co.. connecting with P.M.S .S . Co. only throu gh line for
Calif . , Oregon Via Aspinwall & Panama. By order of Postmaster General. the U.S .M . Steamers, with the
great Calif. & Oregon Mails after the 9th inst. are to be despatched on the 5th and 20th of each month, direct
for Aspinwa ll. Whe n these date s occur on Sunday . the sailing to be postponed until the following Monda y.
The Pacific Mail steamers are to be in readine ss for immedia te despa tch on arr ival of the mails at Panama.
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Agreea ble to the above the splendid new U.S . Mail S.S. Illinois, fastest steamer in the world, will sail on
Mon. June 21st, 2 P.M. The P. M.S .S ., Golden Gate will be in readiness at Panama to receive the Illinois
mails and passengers and sail immediately for S.F . The Illinois requires but seven and a half days to perform
her trip to Aspinwall. The Isthmus transit per R.R. etc. is reduced to about one and a half, and the Golden
Gate 's time from Panama being less than 12 days the whole trip , barring unavoidable accidents, may be
accomplished inside 22 days. Transit at the Isthmus at the passengers ' expense. Chas . A. Whit ing , 117 West
St. cor. Warre n.

For Calif. & Oregon via Asp inwall Navy Bay - N.Y. Herald , Tues . May 25, 1852, U.S .M .S .S. Co . ,
Departure date - Wed . June 9th, 1852, S.S . Empire City via Havana by S. S. Philadelph ia for Aspinwa ll.

N .Y . Herald. Wed. June 23, 1852, U.S .M.S. S. Co., connecting with the P.M .S.S. Co. Only through line
for Calif. and Oregon via Aspinwall and Panama. By order of Postmaster General, the U.S .M. steamers with
the great Calif. and Oregon Mails are to be despatched on the 24th of this month for Aspinwall via Havana .
The Pacific M. Co . 's steame r "Northerner" was to be despatched from San Francisco in place of Golden
Gate , will be in readiness at Panama to receive the Cherokee's mails and passengers and sail immedia tley for
San Francisco .

tons
tons
tons
tons

Crescent City 1500
Cherokee 1300
Philadelph ia 1100
El Dorado 1000

N.Y . Herald . Sun. June 27 , 1852, U.S.M.S.S. Co., connecting with Pacific Mail S.S. Co. Only through
mail line for Calif. and Oregon via Aspinwall and Panama. By order of the Postmaster General, the U.S .M .
Steamers with the great Calif. and Oregon Mails are to be despatched on the 5th and 20th of eac h month
direct for Aspinwall; and from New Orleans on the 7th & 22nd. When these dates occur on Sunday, the
sailing to be postponed until Monday following . The Pacific Mail steamers are to be in readiness for
intermediate despatc h on arriva l of the mails at Panama . The followi ng is a list of the steamships belonging to
this Company:
Georgia 3000 tons
Ohio 3000 tons
Illinois 2500 tons
Empire City 2000 tons
Falcon 1000 tons
Leaving New York for Aspinwall on the 5th and 20th of each month. The S.S . EI Dorado and Falcon will
form a direct line between New Orleans and Aspinwall , leaving on the 7th and 22nd of each month, and
formi ng with the Pacific Stea mships a through line to and from New Orleans and ports in Mexi co , Calif. and
Oregon. Passengers are landed at the railroad depot Aspinwall free of expense . The R.R. being in opera tion
and cars running over half the distance from Aspinwall to Panama , the transit of the Isthmus may be
performed in from 18 to 24 hours. The expense which varies from $ 10 to $25 to be borne by passengers.
Pacific Mail S.S . Co . - Under the new arrangement of this Company, steamers inspected and approved by
the Navy Dept. commanded by Navy officers and carrying U.S . Mails will hereafter leave Panama
immediately on arriva l of the Atlantic mails and San Francisco, on the Ist and 15th day of each month and
will touch at Acapulco . A reserve boat will be kept at each end of route to cover acc idents. The following
steam packe ts belonging to P.M.S.S. Co . are now on the Pacific , one of which will be always in port at each
end of the route .
Tennessee 1300 tons Northerner 1200 tons
Republic 1200 tons Orego n 1099 tons
Colum bia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 800 tons Colu mbus 600 tons
Consti tution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800 tons Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 600 tons
Antelope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 750 tons Isthmus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600 tons
Panama 1087 tons Unico rn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600 tons
California 600 tons Fremo nt 600 tons
The new S.S. Columbi a will ply between San Francisco and ports in Oregon awaiting at the former port the
arriva l of the mails and passengers at Panama and return ing without delay with the mails and passe ngers for
the steamer from San Francisco . Chas . Whitney, 177 West St. Cor. Warre n St.

For Calif. & Orego n via Aspinwall & Panama - N.Y. Herald. Wed . July 7, 1852 , U.S .M .S .S . Co .,
Departure date - Tues . July 20, 1852, 2 P.M., S.S. Illinois for Aspinwall & Panama , connecting with S.S .
Northerner for San Francisco .

For California Via Aspinwa ll & Panama - N.Y. Herald , July 2 1, 1852, U.S .M.S .S . Co. , connecting with
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P.M .S .S . Co . , Depart ure date - Aug . 5, 1852 ,2 P.M . , S .S . Ohio for Aspinwall & Panama, connecting wi th
S .S . Tenn essee for San Fra ncisco .

For Calif. & Oregon Via Aspinwa ll & Panama - N. Y. Herald . Sun. Aug. 6 . 1852. U.S .M .S .S . Co . ,
Departure date - Fri. Au g . 20. 185 2. 2 P.M . , S.S. Ill ino is for Aspinwa ll & Panama , co nnecting with S .S .
Panama for S .F .

For Calif. & Oregon via Aspinwall & Pana ma - N .Y. Herald, Aug . 22 , 185 2 , U.S .M .S .S. Co . , Departure
date - Sept. 6 ,1852,2 P .M ., S.S . Ohio , for Aspinwall & Panama , co nnec ting with S.S. Panama for San
Francisco .

For Cali f. & Oregon via Aspinwall & Panama - N. Y. Herald . Wed . Sep t. 8. 185 2, U.S .M .S .S . Co ..
Departure date - Mon . Sep t. 20 , 1852 , S.S . Illinois for Aspinwall & Panama, connecting with S .S. Go lden
Gate at Panam a to sail fo r Sa n Fra ncisco.

For Cali f. & Oregon Via Aspi nwa ll & Panama - N .Y. Herald . Sept. 2 1, 1852 , U.S .M .S .S. Co .. Departure
date - Oct. 5, 185 2 , 2 P.M . U.S . Mail S .S . Georgia for Aspinwa ll and Panam a, connecting with S .S .
T enn essee for San Francisco .

TO SAN FRANCISCO DIRECT VIA CAPE HORN
Jan. 1, 1852 to Oct. 1, 1852

N .Y. Herald. Jan . 13 , 1852 - FOR RIO DE JANEIRO, VALPARAIS O , PAN AM A & CALIF. Th e new and
double eng ine S .S . Winfield Scott, 2,400 tons burth en , Hen ry Co ni lard, Comman de r, will depart for the
above part s on or about the 20 th of Janu ary ensuing . For passage ap ply to - Davis Brooks & Co . , 28 Beaver
St. [N .Y. Herald. Jan . 20, gives sa me advt. with saili ng date changed to Sat. 24th , of Jan . ]

FOR RIO DE JANEIRO, VALPA RA ISO , PANAMA & SA N FRANCISCO . - N .Y. Herald . Janu ary 20 ,
1852 gives sa iling date o f S .S . Winfield Scott , as of Sat. January 24th , 1852.

N.Y. Herald. Ja n. 20 . - S .S . And alusia to sail for Ca lif. on Jan . 24th .

N .Y. Herald. Sun. Jan . 25 , 1852 - San Francisco Direct - Th e splendid Baltim ore clipper "Sea Nymph" 
Capt. Hale will lea ve immedi ate despatch . - Apply to J .S. Oakfo rd. 120 Water St.

N .Y. Herald , Tues . Jan . 20 , 1852 - First vesse l for San Francisco . Despatch Line ship "Michael Angelo"
only 783 tons - W.H. Wil son , Cmdr. at pier 3 East River. Shippers will please close thei r engagements at
once, as the ship will have the usua l despatch of this line. This splendid ship bein g of ex trao rdinary speed ,
very sma ll ca paci ty , the first to leave. and having but a very small part o f her cargo disengaged , present s the
most fav orable conveyan ce to the above port . Six passengers ca n be taken . - E .B. Sutton , 84 Wall St.

FO R CALIFORNIA - N. Y. Herald, Tue s . Feb. 24, 1852 - Despatch Line - Departure Date - Fri . Feb . 27 ,
1852 , I I A.M . S .S . Mi chae l Angelo for San Francisco.

N .Y. Herald. Feb. 4 , 1852 - Clipper Ship " Sea Nymp h" , to sa il on Feb . 15th , "Calif. Packet" on the 10t h of
Mar. [No company' s nam e given.]

N .Y. Herald , Fri . Feb . 13 , 1852 - Th rough tickets for Ca lif. via Strai ts of Magell an and Panama by the
magnificent new double engi ne S.S . Reindeer , 1,200 ton s - Capt. D.L . Wilcox , which wi ll sail from N.Y.
for the above port s on Thurs . Apr il l st , 1852. Th is S .S . was built ex pressly for Calif. trade . Is co ppered and
copper fastened , and is ex pec ted to make the shortest voyage ever made to Calif. Passengers limited . John
Hall , Cr eeks Hotel, 195 Washin gton sr ., N.Y.

N .Y. Herald. Feb . 13, 185 2 - S .S . " Ino" for San Franci sco on Mar. 1st. N .Y. Herald. Mar. 9 , sailing date
changed to Mar. 12th . [La st change of sailing date Sat. Mar. 13th . J

N .Y. Herald. Feb. 14 , 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO Direct by Packet Ship "St. Patr ick", having
immediate despatch .

N .Y. Herald. Feb . 19, 185 2 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO DIR ECT. Clipper ship "Julia Ann " to sai l on Mar. 1st
[no co mpany ' s name giv en] . Ch ange of sailing dates: N .Y.H.. Feb. 27 , gives sailing date of Mar. 6. N .Y.H . .
Mar. 9 , give s sailing date of Mar . 12, N . Y.H . Mar. I I . gives sailing date of Mar. 13. N .Y.H. . Mar . 14, gives
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sailing date of Mar . 16, N .Y.H .. Mar. 16 , unavoidably detained - sails Mar. 17, 1852.

N .Y. Herald . Feb. 26 , 1852 - Clipper ship "Sea Nymph" will sail for San Francisco Sal. mornin g Feb. 28,
1852.

N. Y. Herald , Feb. 26, 1852 - As per announceme nt on this date the S.S . Queen of the East will leave soo n for
California.

N. Y. Herald . Feb. 28, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO DIRECT - To sail on Mar. 15th , Clipper Ship "Kate
Napier" [No company given .] - Change of sailing date - N .Y. Hera ld . Mar. 19 , 1852, Clipper Sh ip "Kate
Napier" will sale on Mon. Mar. 22nd .

N .Y. Herald , Feb . 28, 1852 - New line to Califo rnia Direct for San Francisco - The splendid coppered and
copper fastened clip per ship North America will sail from her pier 5 East River on Mon. Mar. 22; for
passengers only. Passengers going by this ship will, after the 17th of Mar. be permitted to go on board and
will be free from expense until they arrive at S.F. The propr ietor of this ship expects to go from port to port in
90 days. Apply to Adam Smith, 28 Front SI. -N.Y. Herald. Feb . 28, 1852, lists a S.S. "Bark Kremlin " to sail
on Feb. 28th, Sal. II A.M.

N .Y. Herald, Mar. 10, 1852 - The sailing in near future of Clipper Ship "White Squall" was given on this date
for San Francisco .

FOR SAN FRANCISCO - N. Y. Herald , Feb. 23, 1852 - Despatch Line - Departure Date - Mar. 20th - S.S.
Empire - change of saili ng date. N .Y. Herald , Mar. 20, 1852, date of saili ng changed to Sal. 27th.

FOR SAN FRANC ISCO DIRECT - N. Y. Herald . Mar. 14 , 1852 - This paper lists S.S. Fanny Major to sail
for San Francisco on her second trip on Mon. Mar. 22nd.

N.Y. Hera ld . Mar. 17, 1852 - S.S . Ino to sail for San Franci sco on Wed . Mar. 17th , at 10 A.M.

N. Y. Hera ld , Sun. Mar. 21, 1852 - As per announceme nt of this date, the clip per "Pathfinder" is to sail on or
before the 1st day of April. Apply to Merri tt and Traske , 28 So . SI.

Mon. Mar. 22, 1852, N . Y. Hera ld. - Clipper Ship Harriet Hoxie will sail for San Francisco on Tues. 23rd of
Mar. E.B. Sutton & Co ., 84 Wall SI.

N .Y. Hera ld . Mar. 24, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO - S.S . "Jeanette" in N.Y. to sail as per above date as
soon as booking is completed .

N. Y. Herald . Mar. 25, 1852 - As per announcement of this date , Clipper Ship "Tropic" will soo n leave on her
trip for San Francisco .

N .Y. Herald, Mon. Mar. 29, 1852 - DESPATCH LINE FOR SAN FRANCISCO - [Change in their
advertisement] - First Clipper. The superior and favori te A 1 Baltimore Clipper Bark "Southerner" , Capt.
Ed . Hooper is now rapidl y loading at pier 15 East River foot of Wall SI. This beautiful bark is only 500 tons
and has just returned from San Francisco performing the voyage in 89 sailing days, besides stopping at Rio de
Janeiro & Valparaiso, and presents now, beyond question,the mos t favori te conveyance to the above port.
All freight must be alongside before Sat. next, third April. Superior acco mmodations in cabin only at $250 .
E.B. Sutton, 84 Wall SI. , also Everett & Brown, 159 Front SI.

N .Y. Hera ld . Wed . Mar. 31, 1852 - This date announces the Clipper ship "Atlanta" to sail shortly. No date as
yet given - Agent, John Ogde n, 116 Wall St.

N .Y. Hera ld . Apr. 8, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO , May 5th - passengers only. The new clipper
"Defiance" will sail as above . Mailer & Lord, 108 Wall St., Agent.

N .Y. Herald . Thurs . Apr. 15, 1852 - This paper announces the sailing of the clipper ship "North Star" about
April 24. Change of saili ng dates - N.Y. Herald. Apr. 23. S.S . North Star will sail about Apr. 26. N .Y.
Herald. Apr. 25, 1852 - "North Star will sail on the 29th of Apr." N. Y.H. Apr. 28, "North Star" will sail 1st
of May. N . Y. Herald . May 2, 1852. S.S . North Star being unavoidably detained on account of the weather ,
will positively sail on Tues. May 4th. N.Y.H. . May 7, 1852 S.S . North Star will sail on Sat. mornin g at ten
o'clock.
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N. Y. Herald. - FOR SAN FRANCISCO - CLIPPER LINE - The splendid ship "Gazelle" , Dollar Master now
loading at pier 9 East River will have immediate despatch , having a large proportion of her cargo engaged ;
for freight or passage - Apply to John Ogden , No. 116 Wall St.

N .Y. Herald. Apr. 19, 1852 - Thi s date announ ces the sailing of Clipper Bark Southerner for San Francisco
on April 19th.

N .Y. Herald. Fri . Apr. 23, 1852 - Clipper ship "Union" for San Francisco to leave port soon . N. Y. Herald,
May 5, 1852. S.S . "Union" will sail about May 20th . May 20th, 1852, S.S. Union will sail June 15th.

N .Y. Herald, Wed . Apr. 28 , 1852 - This paper announces that the magnificent clipper "Antelope" of the
Despatch Line will sail soon for San Francisco.

N .Y. Herald, Apr. 29, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO per S.S. "City of Pittsburgh " , on Tues. June lst,
1852 , touching at VALPARAISO & PANAMA - Change of sailing dates - N. Y. Herald, May 7, "S .S. City
of Pittsburgh" will sail Tues. June 15th. N.Y.H.. June 7 , "S.S. City of Pittsburgh" will sail June 16th.
N. Y.H .. June 10, "S. S. City of Pittsburgh " sailing ear ly in July. N.Y.H . . June 15, "S.S . City of Pittsburgh"
will sail for San Francisco July 10th. N.Y.H .. July II, "S. S. City of Pittsburgh " having been unavoidably
detained will positively sail for S.F. on Sat. July 17th, touching at Rio Janeiro, Valparai so and Panama .

N .Y. Herald. Apr. 29 , 1852 - FARE REDUCED FOR CALIFORNIA - Best ship in New York for San
Francisco direct - The splendid A No I and very superior coppered and copper fastened clipper ship
"Dakotah" will sail from Pier No.6 East River , on Mon . May 20. Apply Adam Smith , 28 Front St.

N .Y. Herald. May 4, 1852 - New Clipper "Josephine" will sail for San Francisco early next week . Apply to
James Smith & Son, 14 Wall St.

N .Y. Herald. May 4 , 1852. - FOR SAN FRANCISCO - By Half Clipper Ship "Eliza Malory" of the
Despatch Line , to sail soon.

N.Y. Herald. May 5, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO DIRECT per the N.Y . clipper ship "William H.
Harbeck", to sail on May 12th. Apply , Harbeck & Co ., 60 Wall St.

N .Y. Herald. May 6, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO per Clipperb ark "Ri sing Sun" , to sail shortly. Apply
Isaac T. Smith , 101 Wall St. cor. Front.

N .Y. Herald. Sun . May 9, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO DIRECT. per the new and beauti ful clipper ship
"Racer" to sail about May 25th. Apply to agents, Butler Bros., 163 and 118 South St., N.Y.

N .Y. Herald. Tue s. May II, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO , per Clipper Ship "Victoria" from Panama
about May 25th . Superior accommodations, etc . Apply to Dickson de Wolf & Co., Sacramento Street , San
Francisco.

N .Y. Herald. Mon. May 24 , 1852 - Clipper Ship "Mes senger" for San Francisco - Apply to Booth and Edgar ,
95 Front St.

N .Y. Herald. June 3, 1852 - The new Clipper Ship "Warner" has been sold for 24,000 and will have
immediate despatch in Baile y & Hincken ' s Line for California . N. Y. Herald. June 24 , 1852 - S.S . Warner
will positively sail on the Ist of July . N .Y. Herald. July 16, 1852. Union Line packet s, San Francisco direct.
Clipper "Warner" will sail from her berth Pier No.9, East River on Sat. July 17.

N .Y. Herald. June 17, 1852 - Clipper "Golden Gate" for San Francisco to sail soon . Russell & Norton , 31
Old Slip.

N .Y. Herald. June 29, 1852 - FOR SAN FRANCISCO to sail about the 15thof July. Clipper ship "Sovereign
of the Seas" recently launched by Mr. Donald McKay, will be despatched for San Francisco about the 15thof
July . She is built on the model of the "Flying Cloud" and is supposed to be the longest and sharpest square
righted ship afloat. Apply to Grinnell , Minturn & Co ., 78 South St.

N .Y. Herald. July 13, 1852 - Despatch Line for San Franci sco - Clipper "Raven" scheduled to leave shortly.

FOR CALIFORNIA - N .Y. Herald. July 17, 1852 - Despatch Line - Departure Date - July 25, 1852 - S.S.
Arcole via the Cape .

(To be continued)
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Philatelists as Auctioneers

Look around at today's top auction houses. Th en look for the
philatelists-the people who know as much about stamps as they
do about business.

A goo d long look will tell you what you might alre ady know. That
among today's top auctionee rs, Christie's/ Robso n Lowe is where
the philatelists are .

Onl y Robson Lowe and his staff of stamp spec ialists have develop ed
the auction cata logs, phil atelic publi cations and con tac ts with co llec to r
societies that rise above simple commercia l marketing . Lo ng afte r the
stamps and cove rs are so ld, this work rem ain s.

Beyond buyin g and selling, we offer services to help co llec tors learn
and grow with their hobby. For more inform ati on , please co ntac t
Scott Trepel at 212/546 -1087.

~

~~

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

502 Park Avenue
New York , N.Y. 10022
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM. Editor

WILLIAM K. HERZOG, Assoc. Editor
"CONTRABAND" MAILS OF THE CIVIL WAR
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Mr. Dane S. C laussen has pro vided us with a typed exce rpted article that appeared in the
New York Evening Post for February 19 , 1862 , discussing the illegal mail service between
North and South . I find this , as does Mr. Clausse n, quite interesting . What the artic le ca lls
"contraband mail " we term illegal across-th e-lin es or smugg led mail between No rth and
South in the Ci vil War.

Such mails are one o f the most fascin at ing aspects of Civil War postal history , but also
probably by far the most diffi cult to collec t and ex hibit for obvious reasons . The covers sent
illegall y bear no markings sho wing what they are, norm ally , and thus ide ntification is very
diffi cult witho ut an enclosed letter showing origin . Most of these that were bound south were
mail ed under a separate cover to an illeg al mail "drop" in the border state s, where the outer
envelopes were probably discarded when the letters were rece ived and before they were
smuggled through the lines in order to avoi d ident ificat ion if the mail was captured .

Th e Confederate- spon sored illegal mail system in the east was we ll organized , and north
of the Potomac had many elements . Letters were surreptitiously collec ted in many cities in
the North and mailed , individually or packaged , through the Federal mail sys tem to
indi viduals living in the border states who would e ither arrange for the letters to be smugg led
into Confederate-controlled territory or do it them selves. Thus , cove rs addresse d to these
people have a good possibility of having contained a letter to have been smugg led south .

•

Figure 1. A letter addressed by a Confederate prisoner of war at Camp Douglas, Chicago, to Rev.
N. M. Gordon at Keene, Jessamine Co., Kentucky. Rev Gordon is believed to have conducted a
clandestine mail service between North and South.

The names of a few such addressees are known , such as Rev. N. M. Gordon of Keen e ,
Ky. , as on the cover sho wn in Figure I. Thi s cover , sent by a prisoner at Ca mp Dougla s at
Chicago in 186 3 , bears a manuscr ipt censoring " Ex/ G ill(?)" and couldn' t have contained a
letter to be sent South unless it was extremely discreet and the writer knew Gordon would
know where to se nd it. However , the late Thomas M. Parks and also Henry A. Meyer listed
Gordon as one of those to whom letters intended to be sent on to the Confedera cy were
mailed .
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Figure 2. Thomas A. Jones, a Maryland farmer who
served as a mail drop and way station on a route for
illegal mail between North and South. Jones also
helped John Wilkes Booth escape.

Another such illegal postm an was Th om as A . Jon es (F igure 2) who lived during the
Civi l War in Maryland on a farm in his wo rds "bounded on the we st by the Potomac River and
on the north by Pope ' s C ree k, " which was some th irty miles or more below Washington by
land and further by the river, but wa s at a poin t where the Potomac, a very wide river below
Washington, was somewhat narrower, being only about a two mi le row to carry the mails to
Virginia .

In 1893 , a small book wri tten by Jones was published, detailing his he lpi ng Jo hn Wi lkes
Booth esc ape across the Potomac after ass ass inating Lincol n . T he book, published by Laird
& Lee of Chicago, and tit led J. Wilkes Booth is mostly about Booth ' s escape but the first two
chapters , ob viously to establish wh y Jones helped Booth , describe s his earlier career and his
activities as a "mail drop" hand ling illegal mai l both wa ys in the mail smuggling sys tem, and
a great deal of detail is g iven .

Figure 3. The U.S.S. Resolute, a tiny gunboat that patrolled the Potomac River during the Civil
War trying to prevent illegal mails and other contraband materials from crossing the river.

He remarked that he never had a mai l captured in spite of the ac tiviti es of the gunboats
patrolling the river, such as the U.S .S . Resolut e (Figure 3) which spe nt most of the war on
such dutie s and did captu re a good many illeg al boats attempting to cross the river. The nam e
of the Resolute , a tiny steam tug with an equally small crew , survives through at least on e
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Figure 4. A Cover from aboard t he U.S.S. Resolute, then at St. Inigoes. Maryland. in St. Mary's
County not far from the prisoner-of-war camp at Point Lookout. where covers from the Resolute
were also occasionally mailed.

correspo nde nce w ith several covers sent from poi nts along the Potomac, such as the cove r
shown in Fig ure 4 fro m 51. Inigoes, Md .

Another ma il runner of a different kind also wro te a book abo ut his experiences after the
war. T his wa s Absalom Grim es. Confederate Mail Runner. publi shed by the Ya le Univers ity
pre ss in 1926 , but G rimes wa s a mail carrier between Misso uri and her Co nfederate sold iers
in the field whic h is a different kettle offish fro m the type of operation conducted by Go rdon
and Jon es . Needless to say , covers addressed to Gordon at Kee ne , Ky . . or Jones at Allen ' s
Fresh, Maryland . or other near by towns, are worth some atten tion if dated 1862-5 , as they
may have carried letters meant for the south .

The New Yo rk Evening Post artic le subm itted by Mr. Clausse n tell s us how some of the
illega l ma ils were ca rr ied th rough the lines , in spite of pa tro ls , gunboats and threats of
imprisonment, as foll ows fro m the Feb . 19 , 1862, issue :

THE CONTRABAND MAIL
How the Rebels get their Letters and Papers

(In pub lishing the fo llowing art ic le . we th ink it we ll to say that we do not vouch for the

accuracy of the sta te ments . We are, ho we ver. assured by the wri te r that a ll he states is

abso lute ly true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. There is no doubt that the reb e ls keep

up a co nstant a nd importa nt correspo nde nce wi th their age nts in the No rth . and our co rres po nd
ent. w ho has had some mean s to inform himself on thi s subject . believes that their communica

tion s a re made chiefly in the three ways des cr ibed by him - EDS) .
Everybody knows that Wash ington is full of rebel s and rebe l sy mpath ize rs . who have

managed. e ve r since host il it ies be gan . to keep the ir frie nds ac ross the Potom ac d uly infor med

o f eve ry move ment of o ur tro ops . But as everyb od y do cs not know how these co mmunica tio ns

are kep t up be tween the North and the South . the informat ion I have gathe red o n the subje ct. in
ac tive se rv ice d ur ing the summer and win ter . ma y be ge ne ra lly intere stin g to the pub lic .

MISCONCEPTION ON THE SUBJECT
It is necessary to premise that the popular co nce ption of the co nt raba nd mai l service

betw ee n the two sectio ns does not do ju stice to its effic iency and ex te nt. It is not enoug h to

imag ine a few so lita ry ind iv id uals sneaking here and the re a lo ng the lines of o ur Ar my of the
Potomac and watchi ng for an opportunity to pass our picket s and c ross the river. Ne ithe r is the

subjec t covered by the items we see in the papers to the effec t that sus pic ious characte rs are

occas iona lly a rres ted w ith le tte rs co ncea led in the ir hat s . shoes. coa ts o r und e rc lo thin g . and

that now and then a lad y is caug ht wit h he r c rino line o uts ide a vas t quantity of reb e l
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corres ponde nce . All these develop ments do not belo ng to the regu lar co ntraba nd post , but are
transient expedients . the acts of private parties . They form about all the general public knows of
mail carrying to Sccessia , but are no recognized or important feature of that service . The rea l
contraband mail is foun ded upon qu ite a different basis .

CONTRABAND POSTAL SERVICE
The truth is , the Confederate authori ties have age nts amo ng us who forward to thei r

masters the news from Boston and New York, & ., with a regul arit y and promptness which
leave the reci pients little to desire . Jeff. Davis and his co nse llers (sic !) have the New Yor k
paper s at the rebel ca pital with in 24 hours after their issue, and this not occas ionally , nor
through unusual channels and chances but as the result of a regul ar sys tem of mailtran sporta
tion . An instant' s reflect ion is sufficient to show that the rebel leaders do not trust thei r
corres ponde nce to such uncertain consequences as are affor ded by the stragglers here and there
who succeeded in passing our lines. The fact is equally notorious that the rebel governmen t is
placed in possession of eve ry notable item of intelli gence , eith er fore ign or domestic , almost
simultaneous ly with ourselves. How is this done?

THE WATER ROUTE
There are three grea t routes by which letters and newspapers are daily tran sported from the

northern states to the south side of the Potomac . The first of these wh ich [ shall not ice is the
water route via Chesapea ke Bay . Its headquarters are in Baltimore. To ge t the mails from New
York and other points to the Monu mental City is such an easy matter that we need not inquire
whether they are taken in the form of various articles of merch andise , or through the regul ar
United States mail. under cover to sundry respectable "U nion men" of the c ity . The rem ainder
of the transportation on this route is performed by water , little boats and tugs runn ing down the
Chesapeake under cove r of the night , and landin g the mails at co nve nient stations on the
Virginia coast, on the lower Potomac. The sole difficult y in opera ting th is part of the rebel
service is the " flotilla of the Chesa peake," which remain s co nvenie ntly in the lower bay for
days together, at times, and thus affords the age nts of the Co nfederacy a clear field . What with
the cove r of darkn ess. an intimate know ledge of the coast s, ce leri ty , and a variety of papers and
charac ters for their boats , etc .. the rebels have made th is route far the most sure and pro mpt
med ium of transportin g the north ern and easte rn mail s to the Sou th.

THE WAGON ROUTE
The next rou te in importa nce is the wago n or pike route, which has its headqu arter s in

Was hington. Its operatio ns are base d upon the possession of the co unters ign by the rebels . Th e
lower co unties of Maryland, espec ially the districts in the neighb orhood of the river. are closely
and stro ngly in sy mpat hy with the rebels . As team sters ca n co me and go everyw here in the
state, without let [?] or hindrance from our picke ts , the only thing essentia l to the carrier of the
mail by this rou te is for him to vividly imagi ne himself a teamster in the United States serv ice ,
and perh aps have those magic initials on his wago n. He receives his mail abo ut da rk on eac h
day , within a hundred rods of the Cap itol, and is provided at the sa me time with the countersig n
of our army for the night. He has then only to drive down the pikes into the counties below
Washington , ride boldly through the lines of our picket s (w hich have recentl y become efficient
thereabouts), give the cou ntersig n as correct ly as it co uld be furnis hed by General McClellan
himself, and then proceed to the appointed rendezvous on the bank of the rive r, where a boa t is
in wai ting to carry the mails across the river. The whole serv ice on the rou te is thus per form ed
with safe ty, and despa tch, on simple business princip les . The only difficulty ever ex perie nced,
as far as our inform ant (a rebel prisoner) knew , was occasionally the forgetfulness of the
carrier, who . one night , permitt ed the counter sign to slip out of his remembrance . and
accordingly found himsel f under the necessity of knocking one of our pickets senseless befo re
he co uld pass on to the boat in waiting.

THE OCEAN ROUTE
A third and very important route for the transmission of inte llige nce to the rebels is the

Atlantic Ocean itse lf. It is generally know n that our blockade does not ex tend above the capes
of Virgi nia . and the same lights which enable our transpor ts to reach Fortress Monroe are
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eq ually suitable to guide a reb el packet to Nor fo lk . Th e writ er trusts he may be pardoned for
stating the fact that the federa l autho rities. from Marshal Murray to the President. do not appear
to have paid suff ic ient attention to the ease and ce lerity with whi ch the rebe l agent s and
sympathizers in our midst can commu nica te by th is route with the ir friend s in Secessia . The
"t hrough time " of intell igence from New York to any part of the South via Ca pe Henr y and
Norfolk need not exceed . in pleasant wea the r. thirty or thirt y-fi ve hours . T he write r has no
doubt. from ass urances whic h have been made to him . that frequ ent communica tio n is kep t up
betwee n our c ity and Cape He nry by seve ral fast steamers and tugs . which are ostensibly
employed in quite a different busine ss .

THE VIRGINIA TERMINUS OF THESE ROUTES
"The no rthern most sta tion of the Frede ricksburg and Richmond Rail road is the point

where the mai ls are delivered in Virginia by both the Wash ington and the Chesa pea ke routes .
Thithe r the little mai l boats of the Potomac proceed after recei ving their freight. and as the ir
voyage consists in litt le more than crossing the river . they have no dan ger or difficulty in the
passage from the ge ne ral sta tio n [Ed note : '!I the mai ls are dispatched to Richmond by ex press
trai ns .

OTHER CONVEYANCES
Besides the regu lar routes we ha ve ment ioned . there are various faci lities for co mmunica

tion with the rebels whi ch we can not menti on in the limits of th is brief sketch . Some of the
incidents of the busine ss whic h have fal len unde r the notice of th is writ er are co mical enough.
One nigh t . when members o f a company were picket ing near Mudd y Branch [Ed . note : a creek
runnin g into the Po tom ac from Maryland west of Wa shington and so uth of Ga ithe rsburg. Md .] .
one of them saw so me thing moving on the gro und. riverwards, a sho rt d istan ce from his post. It
was ev iden tly ne ither man no r beast. as it did not display the mu ltiple movements o f a human
being. bu t moved as a mass whose moving force was exterior to itse lf. Drawing nea rer to the
object. which nat urally quickened its progre ss as he approac hed. thou gh without giving any
signs of loco motion. he sa w that it was a bag of reco gni zable d imen sions . filled with some so rt
of contents. and g lid ing ove r the ground like a snake. For an instant the picket. who was a
devout Ca tho lic . crossed himself at the sight of so stran ge a phe nom eno n as a "bag craw ling .'
as he afte rwards expressed himse lf. but he soon rushed forward and seize d it. The bag was full
of newsp apers de st ined for the rebel s. and a long rope was attached to its neck by means of
which a reb e l. wh o had passed the sentry in due form a few mom en ts before. was engaged in
haul ing the bag ac ross his bea t and down the hi ll to the water where he had a boat ready to
co nvey it across the river to Virginia . The bag and its contents were du ly co nfiscated. but the
rebe l esca ped .

A few other points pertaining to the carriage of mails across the lines need discussing.
First, considering the secrecy in which the illegal systems necessarily operated, and the fact
that most of the books describing the authors' participation in such act ivities were written
thirty years or more after the facts, detailed accuracy shouldn' t be expected . but the general
picture is probably quite authentic .

It also should be noted that as the lines between the armies gradually moved southward ,
with many surges back and forth, the routes over which the illegal mails were carried perforce
also shifted. Thus, while Jones at the crossing of the Potomac south of Washington continued
to operate, the Virginia side, Confederate-controlled at first , was eventually far from the
Confederate-co ntro lled territory, even though it wasn't held in force by the Union forces.

In reading the book s and a contemporary article such as the one republ ished here , a
dis tinct impression is produced that the Confederates far exceeded the North in such
activ ities, but it is well know n that the North also had their agents in the South, such as
Elizabeth Van Lew of Richmo nd. However, the big difference is that while the Confederate
sponsored mail service apparent ly carried some civilian mails as well as those of the agents
and spies , the North did not. and very little is known or has been published about the Northern
secret mails if we disco unt the blustery works of Secretary of War Stanton 's head of secret
service, Lafayette Baker .
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To the best of my knowl edge , the Confederacy never placed a forma l interdict on mails
to the North as did the Federals in August 1861 .

One other situation has always see med to me to be a " natura l" for tran smi ssion of
civilian letters acro ss the lines when time pressure wasn 't a factor.

Thi s was the situ ation where certain tow ns, such as Win chester , Virg inia, at the head of
the Shenandoa h Vall ey, changed hand s so many tim es during the war. One authority on
Confederate Virginia mail s once rem arked that when the Federals held the town , the
Fede rally appointed postmaster ran the post office and when the Confederates held it , a
Confederate postm aster came in and sent the mails south. While I don 't know the relati onship
of these two gentleme n, it must have been fairl y friendly to have permitted them to operate as
they did and it would have been an idea l situation to have transferred mail between North and
South.

Much more can be writt en (and a great deal more has been ) about these sorts of ma ils but
very little can be pro ven and very few covers ex ist that can clearly be identified as having
been carried illegally acro ss the lines. Most of those I have see n are in the hand s of co llec tors
of Confederate materi al, I suspec t, but there should be a good many bearing 3¢ 1861 stamps
that are as yet unrecogni zed .
"HAVE YOUR LETTERS DIRECTED TO STREET AND NUMBER"
With the beginning of free carrier serv ice in many of the co untry's larger c ities as a res ult

of the postal enac tment effec tive Jul y I , 1863 , the Post Office Department also initiated a
campaig n to ge t people in those cities to have their co rres ponde nts address lett ers to stree t
addresses .

Until that time , unless an addressee arranged to have ca rrier deli very , a letter was held
unt il picked up . If it wasn 't picked up after a designated period of time , then the lett er was
advertised . The sys tem required a great deal of traffic in and out of post offices, even thou gh
many merchant s and businesses used box numb ers . The remai nder, however , were g iven
their mail by a sys tem similar to the more modern "general deli very" in that those expec ting
mail went to a counter and gave a clerk the ir name and possibly other identificat ion and the
clerk had to sort through alphabetized stacks to locate any mail to be del ivered . It was n' t a
very efficient sys tem in terms of clerica l time or, for that matter , those asking for mail 
particularly if there was none for the person that day!

u vvt :

The free ca rrie r sys tem was aimed at eliminating that inefficiency by repl acin g cle rica l
time with carrier time and also eliminating long lines in the post office, etc . However , it could
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Richard B. Gra ham

work well only if a high percent age of the incoming letters had street addre sses and numbers
so that the letters could be del ivered without searching city directories , or the post office 's
having to maintain the old system on a large sca le along with the expense of the carrier
system, too.

Thu s , the post offices having free carrier service for some yea rs routinely applied
handstamps to inco ming mail without stree t addresses to not ify thei r corres ponde nts of such.

The cover shown with these notes takes a little differen t turn , in that it uses a printed
label, applied at Low ell , Mass . , to co nvey the message , " HAVE YO UR LETT ERS
DIR ECT ED TO TH EI STREET AN D NUMBER ." A pencill ed notation dates the cover as
having been sent to Lowell from We st Concord, N.H . , in 1868.

I wish to thank both Perry Sapperstei n and Len Persson for report ing this item and
allowi ng me to photograph it.
Paper Restoration and Conservation
Professional repair and improvemen t of philatelic mat erial.

• removal of sta ins, soiling and foxing •
• tear repair' deacidification •

• missing paper restored •

All work performed wit h the h igh est degree of integrity and respect for the uniqueness of
the ite m. Phila tel ic re ferences available.

Inquiries or ite ms for qu ota t ion may be directed to:
NANCY POLl

RDI Box 1034, Saylorsburg, PA 18353
(717) 992-2770
Bakers' United States Classics
The columns of Hugh and David Baker from

Stamps (1962-69), reset in a pleasing typeface
in 81/ 2 x 11 format matching Simpson 's USPM

• Over 350 pages, hardbound
• Over 350 illustrations, including 200 cover photos, many from

the Bakers' own collections
• Introduction and index
• Margina l notes updating references and correcting deta ils

Sa ve by ordering now!

$29.50 checks to USPCS postpaid
$32.50 from Feb. 1, 1988

ORDER FROM

Richard B. Graham, Chairman Publications Com.
P.O. Box 14338, Columbus, Ohio 43214
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ANDREW LEVITT, Philatelic Consultant
Announces the Acquisition of the

David T. Beals and Marcel Lutwak Collections

A New Concept in the Placement Of
Philatelic Material

The Beals and Lutwak Coll ection were th e two m ajo r estates to com e to
market in 1987. Andrew Levitt, Philatelic Consultant, on ce again demon
strated an appreciat ion for quality and rarity, purchasing th ese two excep
tional holdings for almost $3 million .

We are pleased to offer here an exam ple ofthe many exceptional stamps
and cov ers available from th ese great collections through private sale and
invite inquiries on your further needs.

#17,9,11 pair on Cover. New Orleans to Vera Cruz, Mexico.
Rare $6.500

BUYING OR SELLING ...

Andrew Levitt, Phil atelic Consultant , requests th e opportunity to work
with you on the purch ase or sale of m ajor collect ions or rariti es. For more
than 28 years. we have assisted leading philatelists in quie t ly locating o r
placing great ph ilatelic holdings.

MAY WE ASSIST YOU?

ANDREW LEVITT, Philatelic Consultant
Box 342-CC Danbury, Conn. 06813 (203) 743-5291

Life member APS, ASDA, Philatel ic Foundat ion,
Classics Socie ty, Collectors Club of N. Y.

Bank references and lett er of credit availa ble.
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THE 1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEL. Editor
POST OFFICE RECORDS CONFIRM MARCH 20,1869, ISSUE DATE
SCOTT R. TREPEL

For man y yea rs phil atelic authorities have argued ove r the date on which the 1869 Issue
was released . Now, based on record s uncovered in the Natio na l Archives by researcher
Alfred E. Staubus, the release of the 1869 stamps to the New York City post office see ms
certa in to have taken place on March 20 . one day after the Post Office Departm ent gave the
Stamp Agent his orde rs for imm ediate deli very .

The Post Office Dept. ord er s arose from New York Postm aster James Kelly' s written
requ est to Th ird Assistan t Postmaster Genera l A . N. Zcvcly. Kelly"s letter states that supplies

Figure 1. Letter of James Kelly. March 18. 1869.
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Figure 2. Notation on file folder .
~------- . - ---- - ------- ------------- ---- ---- - ---------- - -

L : (, --- -----

'-- b
~ ~ iferrtd to, ..~~:~!\.t).A_.1b.'._ _ __..__.. _ _ .

of current stamps wi ll soo n be de pleted (by Sa turday evening , Ma rch 20) and reques ts
immed iate deli very of the " new issue ." Official docket ing by Zevely's office (perhaps Zevely
himsel f) author izes the Stamp Age nt to deli ver the new stamps in advance o f the for mal
requi siti on orde r dated March 20 .

Th e wording of the document s (transc ribed here in ) and tim ing of events leaves no doubt
that the New York Post Office had their supply of the 1869 Issue on Saturday , March 20,
1869 .

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Mr. Staubus, whose interests lie in the U.S . O fficials and pen alt y entires, sho uld be
co mme nded for his astuteness in picking up this sma ll, but eno rmo us ly significant piece of
information .

PM. Kell y' s letter reads:
Officia l notation of response appea rs on the outside of the file fo lder.

Post Offi ce . New York

March 18th 1869
Sir:

I have to inform yo u that I shall probabl y be out o f several denominati ons of posta ge
Stamp s by Saturday morning 20th inst . I am inform ed by the Stamp Agent that he is not ye t
authorized to supply any of the new issue . and therefore do cs not feel at liberty to anticipate an y
por tio n of my orde r of the 23d ultim o .
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Will you be Kind enough to furnish him with the necessary instructions. to supply
whatever denominations I may actuall y require to meet the demands of the public.

Respectfull y
Your Obedient Servant.

James Kell y. P.M .
per Cashier

Hon. A . N . Zevely
3d Asst P.M . Genl.

Offi c ia l notat ion of response appe ars on the outs ide of the file folder:

Answered. / 9 March, Agent will delive r such new stamps as are requi red ill advan ce of the
receipt ofrequisition whi ch leaves here on the 20 th instant , Wrote Boyd same day.
CLASSIFIED
CLASSIC PHILATELIC LITERATURE. Ash
brook, Chase , Neinken , Perry, Congress
Book s, etc . Price list $1.00. Special : Air
ma il, An Illustrat ed History, 226 pp . hard 
bound publi shed at $28 net $12. Steven
Ruecker, P.O. Box 1063-E , Hills boro, OR
97123 .

POSTMASTER GENERAL REPORTS 
1841-6.; 61-2 ; 63-4 ; 65-6. $6.50 each, $24 all
fo ur. Posta ge $1 .25. DIB Ent erprises, Box
18032CS, Clevela nd, Oh io 44118.

OFFICIALS, 1873-1884, Cov ers, Tr ia l
Color s, Varieties, Exh ibition Mater ial. W ill
Buy or Trade. Bob M ar kov it s, Box 89 1,
Mid dle town, N.Y. 10940.

USED POSTAL STATIONERY, 12¢ up , esp.
90¢, in cl ud ing M int, Proofs. Send net
priced. Bob Markovits, Box 891, Middle
town, N.Y. 10940 .

SHIPWRECK COVERS WANTED. Jo seph J .
Gabry, Box 16024, Albuquerqu e, NM
87191 .

WANTED : U.S. 10's and 11's: 4 margins,
well-printed, reasonably cance lled copi es.
Will buy, trade, or exchange XF U.S. Clas
sicsforyourScott 10'sor 11's . C. van Hook,
1923 Ac ademy, Kal amazoo, Mich . 49007.
(616) 381-6753.

WANTED: Cov ers , pic tu re pos tca rds,
reg ist ry receipts postally used sma ll towns
Nev., Ariz. LEP, Box 17463, Ho liday, UT
84117.

WE ISSUE 6 or more large lists of Postal
History cove rs a year. DPOs, RPOs, Adver
tising covers . We als o issue separate lists
of old sto cks an d bon ds . To get on ma iling
lists ju st write or call. POSTAL HISTORY
SCRIPOPH ILY, Th e Peyto ns , P.O . Box
24816, Tempe, AZ 85282. (602) 820-4322.

NEVADA POST OFFICES book. An ill us
t rated Hist ory showing all town date with
many illust rat io ns and rarity ratings. Sold
at $30. All Rem ainders $15. Will not be
reprinted . LEP Box 17463, Holl iday, Ut.
84117.

WANTED : DAVENPORT, IOWA covers.
Any interest ing cove rs, especia lly adver
tising . Tom Priester, Box 400, Davenport,
IA 52805.

WANTED : POSTMARKERS, POSTAL AR
TIFACTS. Send LSASE for ill ust rated list of
items boug ht and traded to Dr. Scheer, 18
E. Rosem ont, Al exandria, VA 2230 1.

FORTWAYNE , INDIANA advertising items
wanted : covers, postca rds, t rade cards , all
advertising memora bilia . Myron Huffm an,
12409 Wayn e Tra ce, Hoagl and, Ind. 46745 .

PRE-STAMP & STAMPLESS US COVERS
and pos tal stat ionery are my fie ld s of in
terest . Av id co llec tor would like to tra de,
buy and correspond w ith reli abl e phil ate
list of simi lar int erests. Heiko Deckert, Un 
terba uerschaft 7a, 4504 Georgsm arienhu
ett e, W. Germany .

TRADE 3¢ 1860 overl and rat e cover to
Mexico for cov er with 1¢ 1861 stam p in
rate to Russia. H. Nowak, 5226 N. 78th
Place, Scottsdale, AZ 85253-6814.

NORTH CAROLINA Post Offi ce Catalog 
alphabetica l list ing of over 7600 pos t of
f ices w ith county, date established, date
d iscontinued, m ail to , fi rst postmaster,
remarks, 229 pag es, prong bou nd . Sam pl e
page on request, $31.50 postpa id fro m :
Phil Perkinson. Box 550, No rl ina, NC 27563

YOUR AD HERE FOR SOC A LINE.
Send payment to : Robert L. Toth,
10015 Vista Dr., Nort h Royalton, OH 44133.
Next Deadli ne, Dec. 15.
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Extensive Stock of Classic United States
Always Available Including:

• SINGLES
• MULTIPLES
• COVERS
• CUT SQUARES
• FANCY CANCELS

• MAPS

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
Professional Philatelist

P.O. Box 373
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

(215)-356-3758
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
THE TWO CENT COLUMBIAN STAMP
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

The U .S . Post Office co nside red the 2¢ Co lumbian to be the most important of the set of
16 stamps. It wo uld pay the 2¢ per ounce domestic rate . So, d isregarding chro no log ica l o rde r
of the design s , the Po st Office assigned the most importan t design to the 2¢ Co lumbian. In the
wo rds of Postmaster Gen eral Wan am aker ' s C ircular the design was " Landi ng of Co lumbus,
afte r the paint ing by Vand erlyn , in the Rotunda of the Ca pitol at Washin gton . Co lor , pu rple
ma roon ." (Va nderlyn ' s paint ing had been used ea rlier for the vignette of the 15¢ sta mp o f the
1869 series .)

Severa l essays of the 2¢ Columbian stamp are listed in Brazer ' s c lass ic study , Essavsfor
U.S . Adhes ive Postage Stamps. Three of these are the issued stamp design, but di ffering in
sma ll detail s .

On e of these essays shows essentially the design eve ntua lly adopted for the 5¢ va lue .
Anoth er shows the basic 2¢ design with sma ll num erals and inco mplete shad ing de ta ils from
the issued stamp . This "s ma ll num eral essay" also ex ists in over two dozen trial co lors on
white ca rdboard .

In addition to these full design essays, severa l parti al vignette essays arc known , but are
very rare or unique .

Figure 1. "Landing of Colum
bus" from a proof on card.

Figure I presents a plat e proof on ca rd of th is 2¢ Columbian design. The vig nette was
engrave d by Alfred Jones and Charles Sk inner . The frame and lette ring were done by D. S .
Ronald son.' Inc ide nta lly , two rece nt ar ticles in the National Geog raphic indicate that the
landing pictured in Figure I took place on Sarnana Cay some 65 miles southeast of Sa n
Salva do r and not on San Sa lvado r itself as previ ously thought. 2

T he number of 2¢ Columbians printed was an astounding one and one- ha lf billion .
1,464 ,588 ,750 to be precise .:' Thi s was 73 pe rce nt of the total number of all o f the
Co lumbians . Fo r eac h $ 1.00 Co lumbian issued there were 26 ,600 2¢ Co lumbians . For 39
years the 2¢ Co lumbian held the U.S . record for numb ers of a commem orati ve stamp issued .
To thi s day it still rank s sixth.

I . Craig J . T urne r. 'The Early United States Bank Note Compa nies ," Am. Phil . Congress, vo l, 38 . pp.

11-47 , 1972.
2 . Joseph Judge and James L. Sta nfie ld , "The Island o f Land fall ," National Geographic . pp . 566-572.

578-59 9. Nove mber 1986 ; Luis Marden . "T racking Co lumbus Acro ss the At lantic ," ibid .. pp . 572 -577 .

3. 1894 Re port of the Post master Gen eral.
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Figure 2 shows a plate and imprint block ofeight of the issued stamp. To produce the one
and one-half bi llion 2¢ mint Co lumbians the American Bank Note Company laid down 90
200- subjec t plates . These plates would fit in the steam pre sse s that had bee n printi ng the
smaller defini tive stamps from 400-subject plates . But th is was not enough. In add ition there
were 45 IDO-subject plates that were used in the hand ro ller presses."

With 135 plates and 11/2 billion stamps print ed there was ample opportunity for
varieties. First, the 2¢ Columbian appeared imperforate . Scott lists it as 23 1b, the on ly
value of the 16 to escape perforation. Imperforate pairs or blocks are rare. As a plate variety
there is the "broken hat ," the hat of the man in the foreground to the left of Columbus showing
a large notch in the top of his hat. Th is was the resul t of a gradua lly developi ng defect in the
transfer roll. The var iety is quite common . There is a multitude of shifted and mul tiple
tran sfer s, broken fram e lines , etc . for the specialist. 5

Figure 2. Plate-imprint block
of 2C Columbian stamps.

Becau se of the importance of Col umbus 's discovery of the new wo rld it was to be
expected that many co untrie s would issue stamps to note the event. In 1893 Ve nezue la issued
a 25 centimo stamp showing the landin g of Columbus .The vignette of the landing is
completely different from Vanderlyn ' s painting but the shape and fram e of the stamp are
almost identical to the U.S . 2¢ Columbian . The American Bank Note Company print ed both
stamps . The Venezue lan stamp is pictured by Lauzon and by Gray."

Figure 3. A domestic rate
mourning cover, 2Cper ounce.
Washington, D.C ., JAN 3,
1894.

.~"iA ~)~ d~~

~/~I
~ .

Before explori ng the posta l usage of the 2¢ Co lumbian, it ' s interesting to look back at
the reaction of some of the pub lic including the busine ss community in 1893 . There was
widespread ridicule of the Columbians in ge neral and of the 2¢ denominat ion in particular.

4 . F. L. Ellis. "Columbian Plate Numbers," The Bureau Specialist. vo l. 35 . pp . 232-234 . June 1964 .
5. A. A. Lauzon . The United Stutes Columbian Issue. 1893 ( 1942) .
6. Lauzon . op , cit.. Stephen W. Gra y. "The Influenc e of United Stales Stamps on the Design of Foreign

Stamps. " Essay-Proof Jour.. vol. 5 , pp . 3-8, January 1948.
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Figure 4. From Yountville, Cal., by Wells, Fargo. 2C Columbian added to have U.S . Post Office
provide city delivery. MAY 2, 94.

There were a variety of reasons or pretexts for this ridicule: ( I) The stamp vignettes were not
in chro no log ica l o rder . As menti oned ea rlier this was del iberate on the part of the Post Office.
(2) No atte mpt wa s made to reconcile the various paintings . Powell on the 1¢ showed
Co lumbus clean shaven the night before landing. Here Vande rlyn on the 2¢ shows Co lumbus
with a full beard the next morning . (3) The size of the stamp was new and anything new ca me
in for criticism . In parti cul ar business peopl e objec ted to having to Iick so much gum. Lauzon
quotes one joke of that time :

Wife: "Say. de ar . d id yo u mail my leiter this morn ing')"
Husband : "Why , Ma ry . how ca n you ask it'! You forget that this was my busy day. and I did not
have time to lick a Co lumbus."

(4) Pol itics . Th e Republican s . responsible for the Co lumbian issue . lost the 1892
election . Th e Dem ocrats took over on March 4, 1893 . and were stuck with Wanamaker ' s
Co lumbia ns . Heizrnann 7 relates how U.S . Senator Wolcott had introduced a resolut ion in the
U.S. Se nate ca lling for the withdrawal of the Co lumbians . Fortunately for the phil atelic
world the senator's resolution went nowh ere .

The idt:al ta xa t i o n lies i n the sine- Ie
land t a x , l a i d e x c l u s ively (HI thel
r e n t a l val ue of l a n d , independent of
I III p r ove III e n t s .

.Yc,,~ rot"/i. 7'itlJ l-' S ,JUf1. 10. ! .~!I! .

TIl E SINGLE TAX IS NOT A TAX ON LAND. BUT ON LAND
VALUES, WITHOUT IMPROV[ME~rS.

/ J- .
, I I

J / 0 t/~1''Y7iJ I ) I ..
" T he beat and . u real . gbjeet o t\a....Uon i. l.. n d . · · · N e w York Bun. A uK'. 26 t 18 91.

;f t " III . ' . 'I
.// 'f! . L7"" J ') . .

Read .. P ..oll r••••n d P o".",. . " by H e n ry o:or.~. ,

/
-( / ; "
v' ' l ...

, 6 The o n '" tax that (Ian no t be abUt-eeli . t he t ax on land ••1u••." · De t r o l t New., N ov . 1. 18 9 1-

~?--

Figure 5. Tax reform 1894 style by Henry George. Chicago, III., MAY 21, 1894.

7. Loui s J . Hci zm ann, " Wanam aker ' s Co lumbians ." Am. Phil . Congress, vo l. 34 . pp . 9 1-98 . 1968 .
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By an overwhelming major ity the dominant use of the 2¢ Co lumbian was paying the 2¢
per ounce rate on domestic mail. Figure 3 illustra tes this use: a mourning cover from
Wash ington, D.C. , JAN 3, 1894 . Th is use of a black border dur ing a period of mourning was
popularized by the example of Queen Victoria of Grea t Britain followi ng the death of her
consort, Prince Albert .

On the cover pictured in Figure 4, Well s , Fargo affi xed the 2¢ Co lumbian. Wells , Fargo
had carried the cover from Yount ville, Cal. , to San Francisco but wished the U.S. Post Office
to take care of city delivery . There is a MAY 2 94 backstamp.

Not all covers were as plain or as simple as the cover in Figure 3. Thi s was a time of
advert ising cove rs, often with flamboyant advertising. Figure 5 shows an unusual example
from Chicago, III. , May 2 1, 1894 . We have just had tax reform in 1986. Here is Henry
George ' s proposal for tax reform in 1894 , a single tax on the use of land , a sort of land rent.
All other taxes would be abolished , gradually .

Figure 6. Special delivery.
Cambridgeport , Boston,
Mass. NOV 23,1893.

Special delivery had been introduced into many cities on October I , 1885. The
author ization from Congress was for "any city, town, or village containing a popul ation of
4000 or ove r," a grand total of 555 post offices. On August 4, 1886 , Co ngress auth ori zed
spec ial del ivery for all post offices. Figure 6 displays a special delivery letter from
Cambridgeport , Boston , Mass. , NOV 23 , 1893. The 10¢ spec ial delivery stamp paid only for
the special delivery serv ice . Postage of 2¢ was still required, here paid with the 2¢
Columbian. The special delivery stamp shown here is the orange Scott E3. The original blue

Figure 7. Patriotic (and late)
usage. 5C per half ounce over
seas rate. San Juan, Porto
Rico, DEC 27, 98.
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of E I and E2 was cha nge d to ora nge Janu ary 24, 1893 , to avo id confus ion with the blue I¢
Co lumbia n of the sa me size and shape. Th e spec ial delivery stamp co lor returned to blue May
19 , 1894 .

Overseas use of the 2¢ Co lumbian is show n in Figure 7. Thi s is also late usage and, one
might say, phil atel ic usage . Jesse W. Sarge nt selected a Spanish-A merican Wa r patriot ic
cover, affixe d a 2¢ Co lumbian and a 3¢ definitive and mailed the cover to himsel f at his
Wa lden, Mass. , hom e . The postmark is San Juan , Porto Rico , DEC 27 98. The rate was 5¢
per half ounce, prop erl y paid .

H l lot deliYrf l! lin If.)d'1of"a. r6lurn to

p'rank K line,
$ . of p., 1'10.

U o u lv r I n

.::::>3
~~._--~~

/ ~ ~

Figure 8. Mixed franking, registered . A stamp dealer's creation. Spring City, Pa., MAR 7, 1894.

The cover fro m Spring City, Pa. , MAR 7, 1894 , illustrated in Figure 8, exhibits an
unusual combination of stamps and the sol ution to a puzzle . The four stam ps, left to right , are
the 1879 2¢ ve rmilion, the 2¢ Co lumbian, the 1888 4¢ ca rmine and the 1890 2¢ carmine . The
10¢ total paid the 2¢ postage and the 8¢ reg istry fee . (The registry fee had been redu ced from
10¢ to 8¢ January I , 1893. ) The puzzle was the exis tence of numerous covers frank ed with
stamp co mbinations similar to this, though often totaling II ¢, all addressed to a mys terious
Frank Kline . Wh y the crazy comb inations of stamps? Wh y the ove rpay ments? Th is cover
provided the answer. Frank Klin e was a stamp dealer. He had made up the strange covers for
return mailing from his cus tomers to himself. Those covers addressed to Frank Kline and the
cover of Figure 8 may be labeled "philatelic" in the sense of being delib erately contrived to
create a philatelic item . It sho uld be understood that the term "philate lic" is value neutral and
is simply used to disting uish item s such as the cover of Figure 8 from normal , commerc ial
use.
APOLOGY AND CORRECTION
Due to a series of misad ventu res , the article "A Five Ce nt Garfield Plate Variety" in the

August iss ue was wron gl y attri buted to Richard M. Seari ng . The author is actually Mic hae l
Ley. Th is fine article was Mike ' s first attempt at phil atel ic writing and he deserves
congra tulations.

The sec tion edi tor and the editor-in -chief join in humble apology to Mike for the mixup .
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Our Special Public Auctions
are aone-of-kind experience.

At our Special Pu blic Auctio ns, yo u' ll discover
all kinds of one-of-a-ki nd co llections. You' ll also
see odd lot s, stocks and acc umu lations so
unu sua l, they'll make yo u glad yo u get our
catalogs. O ur auc tions have hundreds of
individua l lot s, too .

Join us eac h mon th for a unique op portuni ty
to bid on the property yo u've been looking for
to complement yo ur collection.

Write or call toll- free for our free ca talog that
describes the man y varied offe rings ava ilable.
We will be happ y to mail eac h new addition
to yo u as it is published. And do it soo n. Th is
is a one-of-a-kind offer.

Earl P.L. Apfelbaum Inc.
2006 Walnut Stree t
Phila delphia, PA 19103
215/ 567-5200 800/523-4648

Name _

Address _

City Stat e Zip__

Ph on e Best time to call _

o Send me your public a uction cata logs .
o Send me yo ur Mail Bid Sa le Ca talog .
o Sen d me your mo nthly, 64 page price list Ads & Offers .
o Send me your Post al History Mail Bid Sale Ca ta log .
o I'm thi nking of selling my phil a telic holdings. Co ntac t me .

Earl ~L. Inc.
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J . STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor
PRUSSIAN DIRECTIVE: PAID TO THE BORDER
CHARLES J. STARNES

The U.S .-Prussian co nve ntion, effective 16 Oct. 1852, set a 30 ¢1Y20 Z. intern at ional
rate ' between the two signatories (and members of the Ge rman-A ustrian Postal Uniorr') ,
prep ayment optiona l, part paym ent ignored . Th e convention text pertin ent to U.S. lett er
postage to pla ces beyond the GA PU was give n in Article IV:

On all lett ers origina ting and posted in othe r countries beyo nd the United States and mailed to
and de liverable in Prussia , or in any other of the states forming the Germa n Posta l Union ; or
orig inat ing and posted beyond the state s forming the sa id German Postal Union, and mailed to
and deliv erabl e in the United Sta tes or its territories , the foreign postage (other than tha t of the
states belon gin g to the Germa n Postal Union, and other tha n that of the United States) is to be
added to postage stated in Article II. And the two Post Offi ce Departm ent s are mutu ally to
furni sh eac h othe r with lists sta ting the foreign countries, or places in foreig n countries , to
which the fore ign postage and the amo unt thereof must be absolutely prepaid, or must be left
unp a id . And unt il lists are du ly furnished, neith er country is to mai l to the other , in the closed
mail s, any letter from foreign countries beyond it, or for foreign countries beyond the country
to which the closed mail is sent.

In Washington the U.S . postage tabl e for PCM mails to beyond GAPU destinations was dated
13 Oct 1852; later announce ments of changes , the last in Mar. 1867 , all gave the rates as
optiona l prepay to specific co untries (including the "foreign postag e":') , or required prepay to
the oth er group (o nly the international postage , not the "foreign postage") .

Figure 1. Adrian, Mich. to Bern, Switzerland, 1863. Paid at 30¢ GAPU for 35¢ rate - New York, 7¢
credit to Prussia - Aachen, type B handst amp.

Althoug h the wording of Article IV for the first catego ry - the foreign postage " must
be absolute ly prep aid " - see ms to the author (a mere chemist) to be unequi vocal , it was
app arentl y und erstood that the optiona l PCM foreign rates in the U.S . tables co uld befully

I. Cha nged later to 28¢, Chronicle 49 .73-76 .
2. An informati ve tabul ation of the 38 terr itories and the 20 postal administra tions comprising the

GA PU is g ive n by Don ald Patt on , Ham burg. opp. p. 14.
3 . 1. Van der Linden, in his monograph "Pruss ian Closed Mail ," pp . 14-15 , lists payments in U.S .

currency by the U.S . to Prussia on the rece ipt o f unpaid letters from the GAP U or farther places in transit,
Oct. 1852-Jan . 1868 . Subtraction of 5¢ from these credits to Prussia gives the amo unt of foreign postage .
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paid , left unpaid , or part-paid ." Aachen exc hange processing for part -paid letters included a
spec ial hand stamp direc ting paid transit to the appro priate exc hange point at the GAP U
border. The two major types ,5 boxed "Paid Prussian Union Members Del iver to Bord er ," can
be characterized:

wording:

Type A

Franco Preuss:
resp . Vereins/:Ausg .Gr.

Ty pe B

FRA NCO
PREUSS.R ESP .VEREIN S .

AUSGANGS.GRENZE .

38 . lx I4 .7mm.

red , Oct. 1860-Sep. 1863

38 .5x 14 .7mm .

red , May I853-Jan. 1860
blue , Oct. 1865-Nov. 1867

The inco mplete reco rd appended includes 35 covers to eight destinat ions (probably
many more ex ist to Italy and Switzerland). Of these , 25 item s were franked at 30¢ or 28¢ and
credited with 7¢ to Prussia for the single GAPU rate . Figure I shows a typical example of
processing on a cover from Adrian, Mich . , in 1863 to Bern Canton , Switzerland . It was
franked with a 30¢ '6 1 (correct rate 33¢ prepaid, 35¢ unpaid ) and credited at New York with
7¢ for the single GAPU rate (28¢ prepaid , 30¢ unpaid); at Aachen , IO Jun. , there was
stamped the regular boxed Aachen/date/Franco and also the type B directive.

rectangular frame:"

observed usage:

Figure 2. Yale, British Columbia, via Wells-Fargo - San Francisco - New York credit 7C only on
obsolete 35C rate - Aachen, Sep. 1862, type B handstamp - Bergamo, Italy.

Four covers were franked at lower incorrect rates, but above 30¢. On three of them the
New York office ca ught the error. Illustrated as Figure 2 is a magni ficent cover from Yale ,
British Co lumbia, in 18 62, bearing 2Y2d . '6 0 Victoria & B. C. local postage and 35¢ U.S .
(correct rate 42¢) - via Wells-Fargo to San Francisco - 7¢ credit at New York - type B
mark ing at Aac hen, 7 Sep . - Bergamo, Italy. On the fourth cover of this group (list no . 13)

4 . The Apr. 1853 PMG notice to postmasters , also printed in the Na tional lntelligencer. stated that " less
than the combined rate of 30¢ on a letter goes for noth ing."

5. U.S . Postal Markings, 4( 1959 ed .), 29 1(1979 cd .): Leiter Post Comm . etc. , 145; Chron icle
44 ,9:62 ,82-83 :105,58 -59:111.209.

6. Strikes often blurry , and some dots missing . Measu rements ave rage abo ut 1% variance , ce nter to

center. Heartily reco mmend "Philate lic Measu reme nts, " C. H. Were nskiold. Am . Philatelic Congress Book
31, 107-116.
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apparently the New York o ffice was unaware of a Prussian increase in rate .?
Anoth er group o f three covers sadly shows the New York office struck the wro ng 7¢

credit on co rrectly prep aid covers .x Si nce Prussia thus did not ge t their qu id pro quo for
fore ign postage , Aache n directed Paid -to-Bord er only. Fig ure 3 present s a cover from
Davenport, Iowa , in 1855 , postage 37¢ (the correct total rate) but cre di ted on ly 7¢ at New
York-type A hd stp . - near Kiel, Holste in . Although the U .S . PL&R first listed a separate
rate to Holstein in 1857 , that Du ch y was under the rule of the Kingdom of Den mark , and not a
member of the G APU 1853-1 863; PCM postage wo uld have been the 37¢ rate to Den mark in
1855 .9

Figure 3. Davenport. Iowa. franked 37¢ correct rate - credited 7¢ in error at New York - Aachen.
May 1855. type A handstamp - near Kiel, Holstein.

T wo neglected mavericks of postal history - printed matter items - can be recorded
with Paid-to-Border handstamp s. Van der Lind en 10 illustra tes a circular paid at the PCM 6¢
"newspape r" rate . ms . " I ci rcular," Iv. New Yo rk on the Cunard Canada II Ma y 1853 , then
via Liverpool and Ostend to Aachen 24 May . There it was stamped with type A notation , a
very ea rly usage , II and routed to Amsterda m, IO¢D . co llec t. An art icle on the PCM
new spaper mails! " describes a 6¢ rate wrappe r to Sw itze rland . Since it is obvious that this
postage paid only to the border , why the type B handstamp? Thi s wrapper was mark ed 10
rappen (2¢ ), the Swiss local printed matter charge for under 4 loth (20z .) over 10 hours (3 1
miles) distance . 13

7. Th e earlies t increased ra te from New York . so far noted , was 15 May 1860 . Cover listed no. 13
indi cat es Pru ssia had inc reased to 42¢ by I Jan . 1860 . Most likel y as a result of the 1859 Sa rdi nian and
French vs . Austria War, Prussia ro uted more mai l via Sw itze rland to Italy in this troubled peri od . We rner

Steven. Zusa mmcnstellung del' Portosiit: e [iir die correspondent: mit dell/ Ausland. 1846 -1875 . lists nine
rate variants I Nov . 1859 - Apr. 1860 by this transit.

.8. Edi tor McD on ald has a co ver fro m Chicago to Boncourt, Switzerland. in 1864; postage paid at
correct 33c . but New York first struck the 7c cr. hdstp.. then corrected thei r error by cross ing it ou t and
markin g a ms . 12c credit. assuri ng nor mal mai l handl ing .

9 . Summaries of pol it ical and postal affairs in Holste in: All Deu tschland 111111'1' del' Lup c. Vo l. XI.
Schleswig-Hol stein , 75 1-6; American Phil atelic Congre ss, Book 29,192- 197.

10 . PCM , lac . ci t .. p. 23 .
I I . Preceded only by the forerunner. an ms . " fr Aus Grenzc" on a Nov. 1852 co ver to Switzerl and 

Chronicle 115 , 217 .
12. Chro nicle 10 7 , 200. T he " newspaper" rate of 6c prep aid was listed not only for the GAPU

destination s. but also fo r co ntine nta l Euro pe and Scandi navian co untries .
13. Tell , Vol. 3. No . 7. p. 148.
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PAID TO BORDER PCM HANDSTAMP USAGE

No. Date(d) Cover
postage

Correct
rate

Hdstp.
type

Description Reference

DENMAR K
1. 4 Nov 1856

2. 15 Aug 57

36¢

30¢

35¢

35¢

A Texas - NY, 21 Oct, 7¢ cr. - Aachen(d} - #377 , Siegel 17 May
Gettort. 1979

A Stockton, Cal., 18 Jul- NY(d}, 7¢ cr. - #1878. Wolffers 29
Copenhagen. May 75.

HOLLAND
3. 24 May 53 6¢

(circular)
6¢ A NY, 10 May, "Paid All" - Aachentd),

"Franco" - Amsterdam, "10."
Van der Linden,

PCM, p. 23.

HOLSTEIN
4. 24 Apr 55 37¢ 37¢ A Davenport, loa., 16 Apr- NY(d), 7¢ cr. - # 11030, Feldman

near Kiel. 21 Apr 85.
5. 22 Feb 61 36¢ 35¢ B Fort Davis, Tex. 22 Jan - NY, 9 Feb, 7¢ cr. Van der Linden,

- Aachen(dl - Hamburg, 23 Feb - op. cit, p. 19.
Gluckstadt,

6. 19 Oct 61 30¢ + 35¢ B San Francisco, 14 Sep - Pony to Atchison # 251, Siegel
$1 Pony - NY, 5 Oct., 7¢ cr. - Aachen(d) - 4 Apr 79.

Elmshorn.

ITALY
7. 31 Mar 57 30¢ 35¢ A Hartford , Conn. - NY, 18 Mar, 7¢ cr. - # 1735, Kelleher

Aachen(dl - Rome. 5 Feb 85.
8. 5 May 57 30¢ 38¢ A Cazenovia , N.Y., 14 Apr - NY, 18 Apr, McDonald coil.

7¢ cr. - Aachen(dl - "Via di Svizzera"
- Genoa.

9. 3 Feb 58 30¢ 38¢ A Mobile, Ala. , 19 Jan - NY(dl, 7¢ cr. - # 106, Siegel
"Via di Svizzera " - Italy. 30 Nov 81.

10. 24 Mar 58 30¢ 38¢ A Mobile, Ala, 1 Mar - NY, 7 Mar, 7¢ cr. - Chronicle 62, 83.
Aachen(dl - Genoa, 29 Mar.

11. 29 Jan 58-9 30¢ 38¢ A Indianapolis - NY(dl, 7¢ cr. - Spezia. #980, Siegel
23 Jan 80.

12. 4 Dec 58 30¢ 35¢ A New Albany, Ind., 30 Nov - NY(d}, 7¢ cr. #54 , Siegel 23 Apr 83 .
- Florence.

13. 2 Jan 60 35¢ 35¢ at NY, A Pittsfield, Mass, 16 Dec - NY, 17 Dec, Starnes coll.,
42¢ at 12¢ cr. - Innsbruck(dl - Florence. stolen.
Aachen

14. 13 Aug 61 35¢ 38-49¢ B Newport, R.I., 29 Jul - NY, 3 1 Jul, 12¢ #29, Heiman
cr. - Aachen(d) - Italy. 24 Feb 65.

15. 7 Sep 62 21I2d.B.C. 42¢ B Yale, Brit. Columbia - San Francisco, 1 # 165, S.P.B.
+ 35¢ Aug- NY, 27 Aug, 7¢ cr. - Aachen(dl 30 Oct 79.

- Bergamo.

RUSSIA
16. 13 Jul 61

17. 1 May 62

30¢

30¢

37¢

37¢

B

B

Boston - NY, 29 Jun, 7¢ cr. - Aachen(d )
- St. Petersburg.

Salem, Mass., 15 Apr - NY, 19 Apr, 7¢ cr.
- Aachen(d ) - St. Petersburg.

#8 33, Siegel
28 Jan 75

#347, Siegel
27 Aug 77.
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No. Deteid) Cover Correct Hdstp. Description Reference
postage rate type

SWEDEN
18. 22 Sep 60 40~ 42~ B Wells-Fargo - NY(dl, 7~ cr. - Stockholm. Radin coil.

SWITZERLAND
19. 17 Apr 55 30~ 35~ A Philadelphia(d) - NY, 7¢ cr. - Rohrschach . Chronicle 62,82.
20. 24 Jul 58 30~ 35~ A Findlay, 0., 7 Jul- NY, 10 Jul, 7~ cr. - #11057, Feldman

Aachen(d) - Switzerland 21 Apr 85.
21. Nov (57-61) 30~ 35~ A Carrollton, Ky. - NY(d), 7¢ cr. - #3143, Harmer

SI. Gallen . 18 May 76.
22. 10 Nov 60 36~ 35~ B Augusta, Ga., 6 Nov - NY(d), 7~ cr. - Chronicle 47,35.

Geneva.
23. 28 Dec 60 30~ 35~ B Jefferson, N.Y., 21 Dec - NY(dl, 7¢ cr. - Reich coli.

Bern.
24. 28 Jul (61) 6~ 6~ B Ca peVincent, N.Y. - NY, "Paid AII" - Chronicle 107,200.

(wrapper) Aachen(d ) - Geneva.
25. 12 Mar 62 30~ 35~ B Helena , Monl. , 1 May - NY(dl, 7~ cr. - # 100, Siegel

ZOrich. 8 Dec 64.
26. 4 Jun 62 30~ 35~ B Cold Springs, Colo. - NY(dl, 7~ cr. - # 1861, Wolffers

Locarno. 29 May 75.
27. 24 Jun62 30~ 35~ B Chicago, 6 Jun - Boston, 11 Jun, 7~ cr. - Radin coli.

Aachen(dl - ZOrich.
28. 10 Jun 63 30~ 35~ B Adrian, Mich., 22 May - NY, 25 May, #671, Harmers NY

7¢ cr. - Aachen(dl - Bern . 3 Jun 82.
29. 12 Sep 63 30~ 33~ B Virginia City, Nev. Terr. , 7 Aug - NY, 29 Hargest, Letter

Aug. , 7~ cr. - Aachen(d) - Geneva. Post, etc.,p. 145.
30. 18 Oct 55 30~ 35~ A Sacramento, Cal., 4 Sep - NY, 4 Oct, Van der Linden,

7¢ cr. - Aachen(dl - Geneva . op. cit., p. 9.
31. 6 Apr 66 30~ 33~ A SI. Joseph, Mo., 20 Mar - NY, 24 Mar, Starnes coil.,

7~ cr. - Aachen(dl - Munsingen, 9 Apr. stolen.
32. 10 Apr 66 28~ 33~ A New Orleans, 20 Mar - NY, 7~ cr. - #1 188, Ivy

Aachen(d) - SI. Gallen. 2 Oct 83.
33. 3 Jun67 30~ 33~ A Selma, Ala.(dl - NY, 7~ cr. - Radin coli.

Basel, 28 Jun - ZOrich, 29 Jun.
34. 12 Nov 67 30~ 33~ A Brenham, Tex.Id) - NY, 7~ cr. - #218, Frajola

Chaux de Fonds. 10 SeD 83.

TURKEY
35. 26 Sep 30~ 38~ A NY(d), 7~ cr. - Constantinople. #333, Frajola

(63-67) 23 Oct 81.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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U.S. STEAMSHIP POSTAGE NOT PAID
RICHARD F. WINTER

Exa mples of an unusual two-lined hand stamp reading "U .S .STEAMSHIP / POSTAG E
NOT PAID " have recentl y co me to the attention of the Fore ign Mails sec tion edi tors . Th e
marking , shown in Figure I, is bel ieved to originate wi th the New York Exchange Post
Offic e . Three examples have been see n with users during the period August I850-A pril
1851 .

U. S. STEAMSHIP
POSTAGE NOT PAID

Figure 1.

The marking has been found onl y on covers to France by way of Eng land . In each case ,
the letter was prepaid 5 ce nts and endorsed to go by Am erican packet whi ch would have
required a 2 1 cent rate. Apparently the New York Exchange Office had enough incorrectly
paid letters arri vin g there to warrant the creati on of a spec ia l handstamp . During the period o f
its use, letters to Fran ce via England required a prepaym ent of 5 ce nts if se nt in Briti sh Open
Mail by a Briti sh Packet and 2 1 cent s if sent by American Packet. Th e postage due in France
was a uni form 15 decimes per 7 1j~ gram letter . Of the 15 decimes co llec ted the French paid
Great Britain 10 decim es for tran sit fees to France regardl ess of which type of packet ca rr ied
the letter. Before the fall of 1851 there appears to have been no benefit fro m any atte mpt to
identify which packet se rvice ca rried the letters . In Se ptember and December 1851 , the
French reduced the ir postage according to which packet service ca rried the lett er to Eng land. I

They also introduced new entry markings to show th is difference . Taken literall y , the
"U .S.STEAMSHIP / POSTAG E NOT PAID " marking wo uld mean that the U.S. inland
postage was paid and the sea transit was not paid. Th is made no difference until September
1851 when the British charge to Fra nce differed depend ing on the packet se rv ice used. After
this time , the han dstamp might mean that transit was by a British pac ket but a spec ial
two-lined hand starnp , " BRITISH/PAC KET,,,2 was introduced in New York by mid- 1852 to
indicate the same thin g. Presum ably this was to identify the packet service to Engla nd for
mails going beyond England sent in the British Open Mails . Lackin g any definitive
inform ation on this marking . exa mination of the few covers see n does not pro vide any
sens ible reason for New York ' s use of the hand stamp other than the incorrect rating
menti oned abo ve. Since so few of these markings have been report ed it may be that the
marking was abandoned soo n after it was first used because it wa s ambiguou s and confus ing.

Figure 2 illustrates the use of this marking. Ori gin ating in Phi ladelphia on 14 April
1851 , this fold ed letter was posted the next day and mark ed with a blue PHILA .Pa.!APR 15
c irc u lar dat e stam p . In add ition Philad elphi a st ruc k a red . oc tagona l handstamp
PHILA .!5Cts .!PAID to show the prepayment of the 5 ce nt British Open Mail rate by British
packet. The letter was endorsed to go by the steamer Baltic fro m New York on April 16th .
When the letter go t to New Yo rk. the red , octagonal hand stam p showi ng the prep aym ent was
misread to be the versio n showi ng 24 cents paid and the lette r was trea ted as a fully paid letter

I. French circular 67 dated I Sep tember 185 1 red uced the rate on letters carried by American packets to
Eng land from 15 decimes to 8 decimes per 7 '/~ grams . Addi tiona lly. effective I December 1851 . the rate on
letters carried by British packe ts to Engla nd was reduced from 15 decimcs to 13 dccimes per 7'/~ grams .
These two rate reduct ions had the effect of reducing the amount the Fre nch paid the Bri tish for transit fees
from 10 deci mes to 3 and 8 decimes respecti vely .

2. Chronicle 127:206-207.
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to Eng land at the 24 ce nt rate . i.e. . New York showed a 3 ce nt cred it to Eng land. The postal
clerk's erro r was corrected by crossi ng through the red "r in pe ncil. Since the pro per
payment of 2 1 ce nts for the A merica n packet Baltic had not bee n paid . the lett er was held for
the next Briti sh packet sai ling which was the Cunard stea mer Africa from New York on 23
April 1851 . A./i·ica arrive d in Liverpool on 4 May and the letter reached Lo ndo n later tha t
same day as shown by a London backstamp. New York used the red " U.S .ST EAMSHIP I
POST AG E NOT PAl D" handstam p to show that the requ ired 2 1cen ts had not been pa id . It is
not c lea r for whose ben efit th is markin g was intended as the lette r shows no ev ide nce of bein g
returne d to Phil ad elph ia . The mar kin g wo uld , o f course. ex plain to the addressee why the
lett er was del ayed and not carried by the vesse l designated . The Ictt cr arrived in Par is on 6
May . havin g ente red France at Ca lais . and was marked for 15 decimes postage d ue . A red .
"COLO NIES &c A RT . Ir hand stamp was applied at Lond on to show that Fra nce was bein g
debited und er accounting A rticle 13 o f the letter bill at the rate of 3 shilling 4 pence per 30
grams of lett er wei ght or 10 pence for thi s sing le rate letter (equiva lent to 10 dcc imes) .

" - .

~

~..•~~;;,.---
Figure 2. April 1851 folded letter from Philadelphia to Paris with 5 cents prepaid. but
endorsed for American Packet Baltic. Red " U.S.STEAM SHIP I POSTAGE NOT PAID" mark
ing. Due 15 decimes postage in Paris.

Two othe r examples o f thi s markin g have been repo rted by M ich ael Jack son of Lond on.
The first is a foldedlett cr posted in Roxbury. Mass .. for Paris o n 4 February 1851 . Th e lett er
sho ws a prep ayment of 5 ce nts, the Briti sh Open Mail rate by Briti sh packet . It is endo rsed for
the steamer of 5 Februar y wh ich was the American packet Arctic from New York . S ince o nly
5 ce nts had been paid . New York held the letter for the 12 Februa ry sailing of the Cunard
stea me r Ca nada from Boston . Th e Pari s back stamp of 25 February on this cover is co ns iste nt
with the 23 Febr uary arr iva l o f Canada in Eng land . Postage due of 15 dec imes was mar ked in
Pari s . The last o f the report ed covers originated in New Orleans and was posted there on 14
August 1850 . It sho ws a hands tamp " PAID/5" markin g of New Orl eans indicating that the
Briti sh Open Mail ra te by British packet was paid . Th e letter . however . is endo rsed for the
stea me r Pacific, w hich was an Ame rica n packet scheduled to dep art from New York on 24
August 1850 . Again . s ince the 2 1ce nt rate had not been paid for the American packet se rvice .
New York held the lett er for the 28 August sailing of the Cunard stea mer Niagara. Th e
French entry marking o n the cover of II Se ptembe r is co ns istent wi th the arriva l of Niagara at
Liverpool on 9 Se pte mber. Paris marked the lett er for 15 dec imes postage du e .
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THE COVER CORNER
' . SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
Before we start with current answers and new problems , readers may be interested in
hearin g what Allan Radin, recently reco vered from an operation , writes about the interestin g
cover shown on page 146 of the CAPEX issue .

I noticed yo ur sta tement tha t the French "P.O." marking indi cates full payment to the
destination . After all , it does abbrev iate "paye il destination ." Th ere is wides pread mis
understanding of the applicati on of th is mark ing because of the inconsistent interp retation of
"des tinatio n" by French offices . Sometime s it was taken to have the very obv ious meanin g . at
other times it wa s taken to mean prep ayment to the farthes t point to which a lett er co uld be
prepaid under a treaty to whi ch Fran ce was a part y . The letter to Spa in which yo u sho wed co uld
be prepaid only to the Spanish frontier. There is no better illustration of Fren ch inconsisten cy in
app lying thi s mark ing than is on letters from France to the U.S . in the Briti sh open mail. To
cross the Atlant ic by British packet such letters could be paid only to the U.S. frontier. with the
U.S . internal pos tag e to be co llec ted from the addre ssee ; by America n packet they could be
prepaid on ly to the Briti sh ports. with bot h sea postage and U.S . internal postage to be collec ted
from the addressee . T hese lett ers will be found both with and withou t " P.O." markings .
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 135

Figure 1. Whence these stamps?

Figure I shows two stamps of the 1861 issue in damaged condi tion, the response from
alert Route Agents wa s overwhelming with written answers from William C. Allen, Carl F .
Braden Sr . , James W . Busse , H. Gra nt Crowell , Murray Gott lieb, Perry Sappers tei n,
Charles F. Shreve , Dr. John R . Weimer, Bob Maz zaferro, and W. T . Wy nn. Since some of
their comments were similar , here is a co mpo site of their answers:

I . These came from encase d postag e stamps patented by John Gault of Boston in 1862 and
used as co ins in place of so lid metalli c ones wh ich had become sca rce due to the Civil War.

2. They were rem oved from brass holders which were round , and had a mica window at
the front. and ad verti sing o n the back .

3. Th e damaged stamps have litt le value . but in the original holders. they would be worth
hundred s of dollars eac h. Va lues are given in the 1987 Scott Specialized Catalog, start ing on
page 745.

4 . Som e peopl e rem oved them to use as postage after the war. and others yea rs later to

obtai n stamps for album pages . (O ne respond er and his siste r opened so me they found in an
attic to obta in sta mps for their collections .)

5. Du rin g the wa r. store s that had taken the m in opened up the hold ers to use the sta mps for
posta ge. s ince the y we re not red eem able by the advertise r or the U.S . Post Office .
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6 . Som e fakers are tak ing stamps out of hold ers and repl acin g them wi th higher
denom ination s such as 12¢. 24¢. 30¢ . or 90¢. Th e Ph ilateli c Founda tion reports .

Thi s group of several dozen co nsisted solely of fives and ten s , and was so ld by an
antique/g ift shop in Evansville , Ind. , which also sold stamp packets and coin supplies . Th e
proprietors, man and wife, said they had thrown the bra ss part s and pieces of mica into the
garbage, so they are somewhere in the city dump.

It seems likely that these came from holders adverti sing H.A. Cook, a store in
Evansville for whom only the 5¢ and 10¢ denominations are listed in the Scott catalog .
Another store there, and nearby cit ies had fives and ten s, but oth er denominations as well.

All of the respondents lamented the loss of value , and several sa id that their removal of
stamps from covers yea rs ago was similar.
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Figure 2. New York to Barbados in 1872.

Figure 2 shows the unusual cover to the Caribbean with Scott # 139 and # 150 to the
right , tied . At first imp ression, one would surmise that the rare stamp was add ed . How ever ,
the paper beneath it is gum stained with an exact impression of the stamp. There is no gum
staining under the tied # 150. Th is is all very strange, becau se the sing le weight rate via the
U.S . Brazil Line was 10¢, and both the U.S. and England used 1(1 oz. for a sing le weight.
There are other covers known , some bear ing two commo ner U.S . stamps, but with sing le rate
British postage . It seems unl ikely that a faker would have added a stamp to those , although
this one is suspect. Three respond ers have bravely answered :

Calv et Hahn of Ne w York Cit y phoned sugges ting that one U.S. sta mp paid
for tran smi ssion from Cuba , and the second for Brazil Line rate .

Robert G . Stone writes:

Your probl em cov er is straig htfo rwar d as to routing but there are ques tions : if the cover
were doubl e weig ht to requ ire 20e franking then that is inco nsis tent with the Barbad os 5d due
charge - should have bee n 8d British packet charge SI. Thomas to B, plus Id local charge. 11
seems likely that the left hand IOe sta mp has bee n added, and if not why wasn't the other stamp
a # 139 too? Cover evidently origi nated outside New York Ci ty. hence the "Via New Yor k."
and was sent in the closed spec ial bag for British mail to SI. T homas British P.O . via the U.S.
mai l packet ; the US-O B postal co nve ntions of 1867-1 868 prov ided for the British bag to be
carried between NY and StT on the US mail packets . for mail destined to po ints beyond SI.
Thom as by Briti sh mail packets. Such covers are not rare . (See Stone Danish West Indies
Mails. vol. I, pp. 3-35 .) Letter co uld have been sent also via Havana but the sai ling dates and
e lapsed time indic ate it was via the U.S . packet in this case .

H. L. " Butch" Arnould writes:

Concerning the cove r to Barbados via SI. Thomas: 11 mus t have gone fro m New York to
SI. Thomas on the United States and Brazi l Mail Steam sh ip packet (probably the South
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America) fro m the date o n thc N.Y . postmark . I pres ume the St. Th om as back stamp is a British

mark . For .m ail go ing beyond St. Th omas the le tter s co uld be carr ied in a c lose d Brit ish bag and

put into the Brit ish ma ils d irectl y witho ut go ing th rou gh thc DW I post office at all. O n thc 2d
and 17th of each mon th a Royal Mails pack et was sc hedule d for the Barbad os and Dem erara

rout e so thi s cover mad e it to St. T ho mas in tim e to ca tch the 2 June sai ling . T he ms "4" ratin g

wo uld pay the posta ge for a sing !e lett er o n the RM packet of 4d . This was co rrected to 5d to
inc lude the local Barbad os postage . It is not cle ar to mc wh y two US IOct sta mps were requ ired.

Perhaps the sende r thou ght it wa s double wei ght. wh en in fact it was s ing le. As for the two
stamps being di fferent iss ues . I su ppose that happened so me times . As yo u kno w. the gri lls o n
the Bank Note sta mps arc apt to be very fa int. with o nly a very Icw point s vis ib le . Arc yo u sure

that the second stamp real ly is ungrill cd By the way . The Uwl mails. Vol. I. pp. 4- 30 . list s j ust

three covers with Scott # 139 .

The co ver wi ll be submitted soo n to The Philatel ic Foundation in New York City . and
their determinati on w ill be shared wi th our readers .
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Fig ure s 3a & 3b sho w the fro nt and back of a le tter fro m the Cape of Good Hope to the

U.S . in 1858. The pair of four pence blue tria ngulars is tied by a black barred killer. Th e " 2 1"
and " 1/6" are in black and the " Id" is in red. On the back the Ca pe Packet and Boston
mark ings are in black . and all others in red . Ca n a reade r expla in these rate mark ings and how
the Ictt c r was handled from ori gi n to de stinatio n?
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Figure 3a . Cape of Good Hope to New Orleans.

Figure 3b . Reverse of cover in Figure 3a .
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Figure 4. Cover from Cuba, 1898.

Figure 4 shows a co ver from Cuba to the U.S . with a 2¢ ca rmine stamp of the 1894 issue
killed by a cds of Santiago de Cuba . The date looks like 4 Jul y , wit h an inverted 98 . Was 2¢
the co rrect postage? How long were Spanish marking devices used afte r occ upa tion? The re
arc some co llec tor members with know ledge of this Spanish-A merica n War period . Wi ll at
least one of them respond?

Figure 5. Cover from Guatemala, October 6, 1860.

Figures 5 and 6 illustrate two covers fro m Guatem ala mailed in 1860 within the space of
four months. Th e cover in Figure 5 is dated October 6 and bears a num eral "4," struck at
origin, and a black "STEAMSHIP 10" - all qu ite neat and stra ightfo rwa rd .

The second cover (Figure 6) is dated Jul y 6, and struc k "S" (an e rro neo us amount being
ove rstruc k at left ). It was postm arked with a black "N. YORK STEAMS HIP" with no amo unt
expressed. Th e cover was rated "40"¢ U.S . due . When the cover was forwarded. it was rated
an additiona l 6¢ for a total of 46¢ due . Was a mistake made by one of the U.S . clerks who
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Figure 6. From Guatemala. July 6. 1860.

rated the Figure 6 cover? Or is there a logical ex planation for the apparent discrepancy in
rates? Is the Figure 5 cover co rrec tly rated?

Plea se se nd yo ur answers pro mptly to the Cincinnati P.O . Box.
WANTED
QUALITY CLASSIC

* STAMPS
COVERS

* CANCELS

and other philatelic materials for
inclusion in our regular public
auctions, 8-9 held each year.

Consignment or outright pur 
chase. Contact us for details
and terms.

William A. Fox Auctions, Inc.
Dept CS Box F

Short Hills, N.J . 07076
201 -467-2366
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