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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
The prin cipal feature of this issue is a co mbined , detailed discussion of registration by
Thomas J . Alexa nder and Richard B. Graham appea ring in the 1851 -61 and 1861 -69 sec tions
respectively . In order to present the main arguments of both authors and preserve the
continuity of expos ition it has been necessary to curta il some other sec tions.

Also of note in this issue: the start of Bob Meyersburg ' s discussion of ca rrier operations
in New York City , a co ntinuation of Scott Trepel' s census of 1869 invert s , and of George
Arfkeri's series on the Columbians , a furth er instalment of Co lin Tabeart ' s outline of rates
from Great Britain to the Amer icas , and of Jack Ame ll's vignettes ofU .5. tran satlantic mails .
Rare and unu sual cover s by Ariel are featured in the foreign mails; other interes ting covers
appear in the Co ver Corn er and the prestamp sec tion.

To those who have inquired about North Atlantic Mail Sail ings - the light is now
visible at the end of the tunn el. The book should be ready for distribution about the end of
September.
HELP WANTED
The follow ing request for help is in rela tion to a wo rthy scie ntific/histor ica l project.

Please check the materi al in your co llec tions and provi de Dr. Buerki any assistance possible.
S. M. McD.

WANTED: For purposes of histor ical research , photoco pies of corres pondence to or
from Caleb Taylor , dru ggist of Philadelphia, during the period ca. 1812 to 1820. I have
approx imately 100 such letters in my possession with whic h I hope to study trend s in
American drug therapy dur ing the ea rly Fede ral period . I have reason to believe that these
letters are part of a larger co llec tion which was broken up and so ld some time ago for
philatelic purp oses . Costs for photocopying and postage will gladly be reimbursed . Co ntac t
Robert A. Buerk i, The Ohi o State Univer sity Co llege of Pharmacy, 500 West Twelfth
Avenu e, Co lumbus, Ohio 432 10- 1291 or teleph one (6 14) 292- 4722 .
Review: The Gold Rush Mail Agents to California and their Postal Markings,
1849-1852 By Theron Wierenga . Publi shed in 1987 by the author, at P.O . Box 595 ,
Muskegon , Michi gan 4944 3. Hardbound , cloth with go ld stamping , 288 7 1/ 2 X 9Y2 pages ,
17 halftone illustrations; ava ilable from the author at $40. 00, postpaid.

Not man y books about as narrow a subject have as wide a range of usefulness to so many
fields of co llecting. Th is work co ntains a grea t deal of or iginal research in other field s
necessary to be pull ed togeth er to permit Wierenga to pull his rabbit out of the hat 
identify ing those , ashore and afloa t, who applied the we ll known mark ings from the ear ly
days of the steamer route via Panama to Ca liforn ia.

We have never bee n rea lly sure just who applied the markings Pan . & San Fran S .S.;
PANAM A; Panam a & N.Y. , and N.Y. & Chagres 5 .5 . , although we knew they were
associated with the Ca lifo rnia steamers.

Wierenga now not only tells us who applied the markings but when, where , and why,
and he has asse mbled and doc umented the data , much from origi nal sources, that support his
conclusio ns convinc ingly .
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These data, in the form of tables , rep roduced letters , and newspaper articles, and other
information from offic ial sources, present records of the ships that carried the Ca lifornia
mails in both oceans, the stea mer lines beh ind them , the names of the route age nts who made
the round trip s with the mails from New York to San Francisco and back , and the co nsular
agents at the Isthmus who handled the mails. Each trip they made is tabulated , including the
names of the ships upon which they traveled and the sailing and arrival dates as available .

It' s very convincing .
Thi s is a companion volume to Wierenga ' s previous work , publi shed in 1983 , United

States Incoming Steamship Mail , 1847-1875 , which , while desirable to have to make full use
of this book , is ju st now out of print (but check your book dealer) .

The new work , however , whil e it will stand by itself qu ite well, contributes strongly to
the previous book by providin g far more detail and thus a better understand ing of the
Californ ia mail s and the meth ods and peopl e by which it was handl ed .

Thi s book not only makes very clear the why, where , and when of the markings , but
gives an excellent overall picture of mail handling aboa rd ships on contract routes in our early
use of such. Wierenga ' s previous work really has too broad a co verage to have dwelt on the
detail s needed for us to understand more than the bare proce ss.

Aside from the wide range of data Wierenga presents all neatly funneled into his narrow
subject, his new work has a great selection of newspaper items, letters and the like that make
both the route agents and the consular age nts flesh and blood people rather than ju st names or
even shadowy government "functions," and the net result is a book that reads quit e well.

I recommend this work highl y , simply as providin g a much augmented understanding of
mid-19th century postal history and times , eve n for those not deeply invo lved in steamship or
western mails co llec ting . For those who are, both this book and Wierenga ' s previous book
are esse ntial.

Richard B. Graham
LETTERS OF COLD
by Jesse L. Coburn

The absorbing story of the mails in California from
Spanish control to 1869. Emphasis is placed on the Gold
Rush period : mail routes by sea and overland, express
companies and their markings, illustrated envelopes
and letter sheets, and postal markings on stampless
and stamped mail.

Over 1,250 photographs, with 16 pages in color,
illustrate this fascinating chapter in our nation 's history.
Hardbound, 400 pages.

Winner of Cold for Literature
in all competitions entered:

THREE INTERNATIONAL and TWO NATIONAL COLDS
Available at $50.00 postpaid

from
u.s.e.c.s., 2030 Glenmont Dr. NW. canton, Ohio 44708
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WilliamA. Fox Auctions, Inc.
Has been holding Public Sales of Fine

Philatelic Material for more than 25 Years .

UNITED STATES, CONFEDERATE STATES,
WORLDWIDE STAMPS AND COVERS

Whether Consignment or Outright Purchase, we would be pleased
to include your collection in one of our forthcoming auctions.
Prompt Settlement exactly 45 Days from date of sale . Advances
available .

Inquiries Invited.

676 MORRIS AVENUE SPRINGFIELD, N.J. 07081
Telephone 201-467-2366
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
POSTAGE RATES BETWEEN U.K. AND NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN 1711 to 1900

COLIN TABEART
(Continued from Chronicle 138:87)

PACKET RATES TO WEST INDIES, NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

Prior to 1840 the packet service to the USA was intermittent , especiall y during the 18th
century. Existence of a packet rate should not be presumed to imply that a packet service
operated .

Dummer's Packet Service: Information from L.E. Britnor ' s History ofthe Sailing Packets
to the West Indies .

1702 Service commenced. From Falmouth to: St. Kitts , Barbados , Nevis, Antigua,
Mont serrat , Jamai ca . Rate established by Royal Warrant dated 4.1 2.1702 as 9d
single, to and from London .

Figure 15. Cover carried by the Dummer packet service. Datelined at Jamaica 3 December 1705
and endorsed "p. Frankland Packt/QDC."

20.1. 1705 Rates increased by GPO Notice 20 Jan 1704/5 (i.e ., 1705 in modem usage) to:
1I3d single to or from London. Increase confirmed by "An Act at our court of St
James" on 12 Feb 1704/5.

1711 Dummer ' s Service cease d. Mart/eft arrived in UK 19 Dec 1711 with the last mail.

1.6.1711 9 Anne C 10. London to NY and NY to London , l/ -. Letters collected and
delivered between London and the pkt port pay the same rate . Anywhere in WI to
NY , 4d . Chief Offices established in the American Provinces for distributi on of
mail. For rates see inland section.
London to: Jamaica , Barbados, Antegoa, Mont serrat , Nevis, St. Christophe r ' s:
l/6d single.
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Figu re 16. Philadelphia
to London 5 April 1774.
Double letter marked in
red " T o pay 1 / 0

"

IPhila.-N .Y.). Struck in
black IN o AND PACTI
POSTAGE, rated " 3N,"
including 2 x 1/ · for
pa cket . Red PHILAI
DELPHIA a n d 5/ A P;
black NEW-YORK and
6/AP.

/
\

-,
"

. ',A\;;\'
I ~ . "
\"' : JS/" . .'-_.
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1745 (After Britnor) . PO Notice published in The St. James Eve ning Post of 7 Dec
1745. Stated that pkts woul d sai l monthl y from Falmou th to Jamaica, Barbados,
Antigua, Nevis and St. Chris topher' s . Rate 1/6d single . Britnor states that these
pkts seem to have been very irregular. In 1755 a new service started.

24. 10.1755 GPO London publi shed a public notice in the press. "Letters and packets forthe
said islands and colonies on the continent of North Amer ica , will be taken in, at
this office, from the date hereof , upon their being paid for, afte r the rates , settled
by Act of Parl iament, as undermentioned , viz:
From London to the islands of Barbados , Antegoa, Montserrat , Nevis , St.
Christopher 's and Jamaica, 1/6 d single .
London to New York , New England , Virginia, Mary land , and all other colonies
on the continent of North America , 1/- single.
Note that these rates were as 9 Anne c 10.

10. 10.1765 5 Geo III C 25 . London to any port in the British Dominions in America, 1/-, PP.
Revi sed inland rates in the British Dominions in America esta blished as follows:
To or from any Chief Office es tablished , or to be established, 4d under 60 miles ,
6d under 100 miles , 8d under 200 miles , plus 2d for every extra 100 miles. From
any port within the Br Dom inions in America to any other port within the said
dominions, 4d .

1.1 .1777 London Gazette dated 2 1 Dec 1776. "A mail for NY will be made up and
forwarded from hence the Ist Wednesday in every month as formerly, to
commence Wednesday Ist Jan next year. " By Comma nd of the Postmaster
Genera l. Note: US inland rates not known to the author. See below for 1792.
Chronicle 139 / August 1988 / Vol. 40, No , 3 155



22.5.1784 GPON . "Notice was given by an advertisement from this office of 18 Nov last,
that the packet postage of 1/- between London and NY, might or not be paid
beforehand ; but difficulties having arisen in the collection of the packet postage in
North America .. . both the inland and packet postage . . . must absolutely be
paid ."

Figure 17. London PAID DE 3
1795 to Montreal. Packet
postage of 1/- paid to New
York. By closed bag from New
York to Montreal, where rated
1N7 due: 1/- U.S. (20C, 250-350
m.), 7d Canadian, border to
Montreal.

1.6.1792 US Act dated 20 Feb 1792. (After M.e . Blake and L.L. Downing). US inland
rates were: Single sheet under 30 miles, 6¢; 30-60 miles, 8¢; 60-100 miles, 1O¢;
100-150 miles, 12Y2¢; 150-200 miles , 15¢; 200-250 miles, 17¢; 250-350 miles,
20¢; 350-450 miles, 22¢; over 450 miles, 25¢.

Figure 18. Jamaica to Dumfries "per Packet." Initially rated 1/8 (1/- packet + 8d inland to London,
over 150 m.], At London 1/8 deleted, rerated 2/2 to include extra 6d London to Dumfries. Black ms .
rates , no postal markings. 1797.

5.1.1797 37 Geo III e 18. From any port in GB to any port in the British Dominions in N
America or the W Indies, pkt postage 1/-, + inland to the port . As the pkt port
was Falmouth this made the rates from London 1/8d; Fal 1/-; + UK inland if
posted elsewhere.

2.3.1799 US Act dated 2 Mar 1799 (After M.e. Blake & L.L. Downing). US inland rates
altered to: 0-40 miles, 8¢; 40-90 miles, 10¢; 90-150 miles, 12Y2¢; 150-300 miles,
17¢; 300-500 miles, 20¢; 500 miles & over , 25¢.
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5.4 .180 I 4 1Geo III c 7. UK inland rates increased. Falmouth to NY still 1/- ; London to NY
increase d to I I IOd .

Figure 19. London to Philadel
phia 2 June 1803. Paid 1/10
packet rate . At New York
rated 12%C due. By Town
send from Falmouth 13 June,
arrived N.Y. 8 August.

/f;;.pu --)
..

12.3.1805 45 Geo III C II. Increa sed UK inland rates by Id , and also: "To the Briti sh
Dominions in America" pack et postage increased by Id ; "from and to Great
Britain to and from parts beyond the seas, not within His Majesty 's Dominions"
an additional 2d. It would see m that this Act increased the inland postage from
London to Falmouth (a distance of 270 miles) from IOd to lId , and the packet
postage from 1/- to: Illd if to a British Dominion , 1/2d if to a foreign country;
i.e ., London to Br N America III + lI d = 2/-. Mr. GeoffOsbom notes that the
2/- rate applied from London to Bermuda.

1807 The Post Offi ce Directory interpreted the Act 45 Geo III c I I to give a rate from
London to: Ame rica and the West India Islands, 2/- single, PP , i.e ., a pkt postage
of Illd from Falmouth thus sugges ting that , here , "America" should be inter
preted as British America only. However the distinction is not drawn and the
rate to the USA may have been 2/- also .

1812 POD . London to America & the W Indies , 2/-; Falmouth to America & the W
Indies , Illd.

9 .7. 1812 52 Geo III c 88 . Additional UK inland postage ( Id single) imposed on: " letters to
& from His Majesty ' s Dominions and plantations in North America" .. . and "to
or from part s beyond the seas whether within His Majesty' s Dominions or not" 2d
single extra .

(To be continued )
Correction: in the May issue, captions for Figures 4 and 10 are incorrect: the practice was for
the port of entry to rate postage only to London ; the London office rated the postage for
destinat ions beyond , mark ed the total and deleted the orig inal rating . Mea culpa - S .McD .
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERSl _
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VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J . C. ARNELL

6. The Advent of the American Sailing Packets

Robert G. Albion in The Rise ofNe ll' York Port has described how new s of the treaty of
peace ending the War of 18 12 reached New York on the evening of Sa turday , II February
18 15 , in the followi ng:

It was a bitterl y co ld night and there we re only three men at the Gazette office in Hanover
Squ are ins tead of the usual gro up who ga the red nightl y to discu ss the affai rs of the town and of
the world. As those thr ee we re abo ut to lea ve for home , a pilot breathl essly staggered into the
roo m with the new s of peace . Th e Briti sh sloo p-o f-wa r Favo urite was lyin g below wi th an
American legati on secretary and a Briti sh Kin g ' s messe nger aboard, the bearers o f the o fficia l
tidin gs of the seven-wee ks-old treaty at Ghent. Th e new s spread like wildfire through out the

ci ty .

Figure 1. Letter from
Bristol dated 29 Sep
tember 1819 and
sent privately to the
Black Ball agent at
Liverpool. Delivered
to the Courier and
struck with the cap
ta in 's handstamp
uAMERICAN
PACKET COURIER
WM. BOWNE . "
Rated 6 cents post
age due as a ship let
ter at New York.

For more than half a ce ntury, Am eri can port s had face d war conditions or some thing
approachin g them; now there wa s to be peace on the oceans for near ly as long. Until thi s time,
Boston and Philadelphia had been the prominent port s , now New York wa s to becom e the
focal po int of trad e and her sailing packets were to challenge the supremacy of British
merchant shipping . From 181 5 , more than thirt y " reg ular traders" operated between New
York and Liverpool , sai ling wh en they had a cargo , and usua lly making two round trip s a
year. In co nt rast to these traders we re the British Post Office mai l packets , the only vesse ls
before the war to have fixed da tes of departure (hence the name "packet" ), and conseque ntly
they carried mu ch of the tra nsa tlantic mail.

Figure 2. Letter from
New York dated 9
June 1821 . Carried
by the Black Ball Am
ity to Liverpool.
where struck with a
boxed "L1VERPOOU
SHIP LETTER " and
rated 4/9 Stg. post
age due as a triple
letter (3 x 8d ship
letter fee + 3 x 11d
inland postage to
London).
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l Figure 3. Triple letter
i from london dated

11 November 1825
w ith 3/3 Stg. po stage
prepaid as an outgo
ing ship letter (3 x

i half the packet post
age of 2/2 from l on
don). Carried by th e
Black Ball Pacific t o
New York, where
rated 6 cents post
age due as a ship let
ter.

Isaac Wright & Son and Fra nc is T hompson had ex perimented briefly with opera ting
vessels in regular succession between New York and Liverpoo l, altho ugh not on a pre
announced schedule. On Fr iday, 24 Octob er 1817 , not ices appeared in the New York papers
that beginnin g in January 1818 their packets would "pos itive ly sa il fu ll or not full from
Liverpoo l on the Ist, and from New York on the 5th of eve ry mon th , thro ughout the yea r. " A
similar announce ment appeared in Liverpoo l a month later.

The co mpany , which was soo n known as the Black Ball Line because of a black ball
worn at the top of the mainmast and a large black ci rcle paint ed on the foretopsai l of eac h
vessel, began operations with four ships-Amity. Courier, James Monroe, and Pacific-of
about 400 ton s . The Courier was three days beh ind schedule inaugurating the Liverpool-New
York serv ice, sa iling on 4 January , while the James Monroe left New York as scheduled on 5
Jan uary .

For a few years, the Black Ball Line had the route to itse lf unt il the Red Star or New Line
began operatio ns in Janu ary 1822 , sa iling fro m Liverpool on the 12th and from New York on
the 25th of eac h month. In response , the Black Ball Line adde d four more ships in February
1822 wi th scheduled sa ilings on the Ist and 16th from each port. Then in August of the same
yea r, the Fourth or Swallow tai l Line joined the othe rs , with sa ilings from New York on the
8th and fro m Liverpool on the 24 th of each month . This provided a virtual wee kly serv ice of
fast packets , which were soon handling most of the transatl antic mail and passengers , as the
government's monthly Falmo uth pac kets were not only slow and infrequent, but it was more
ex pensive to send a letter by them . T he resu lt was the discontinuance of the Falmou th-New
York packet se rvice at the end of 1826 , with Hali fax becoming the western terminus of the

Figure 4. letter from Brooklyn
dated 22 May 1828. Carried by
the Red Star William Byrnes
to Liverpool, where back
stamped with a boxed
" L1 VERPOOl/SHIP l ETTER"
and incorrectly rated 1/-Stg .
postage due, which was cor
rectly to 1/7 Stg. (8d S.L. fee +
11d inland postage to lon
don).

"
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Figure 5. Letter from
Leeds dated 5 July
1834 with 1/1% Stg.
postage prepaid as
an outgoing ship let
ter (half the packet
postage of 2/3 from
Leeds). Probably car
ried by a Red Star
packet to New York,
where rated 6 cents
postage due as a
ship letter.

Falmouth packets. The Kermit Line in 1834 and the Dramatic Line in 1837 provided still
more frequent service until the arrival of steam.

The yea r 1822 also saw the establishment of the first New York-London packet serv ice,
which did not function properly until mid-1 824 with sai lings on the Ist of the month from
both ports . In 1827 , the two original partners separated and a second line came into bein g.

Figure 6. Letter from London
dated 6 May 1835 with 1/1 Stg.
postage prepaid as an outgo
ing ship letter (half the packet
postage). Probably carried by
a Red Star packet to New
York, where it was delivered
privately.

".

Figure 7. Letter from Liver
pool dated 20 September
1838. Carried by the Blue

i ~ Swallowtail Independence
~ to New York, where date

stamped with "SHIP" on
24 October and rated 39
cents (should have been
39% cents) postage due to
Richmond (2 cents S.L. fee
+ 2 x 18% cents inland
postage).
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Figure 9. Letter from New
York dated 27 February 1835.
Carried by the Red Swal
lowtail Canada and landed at
Dartmouth on 23 March ,
where backstamped with a
boxed "DARTMOUTH/SHIP
LETTER" and rated 1/7 Stg.
postage due to London.

1,, '

. '. ".-

The origina l line was known as the Black X Line and now sa iled on the 15th of the mo nth,
while the other was a second Swallow tai l Line sai ling on the Ist. Owned by the same
company, the Swallowtail ships were dist ingui shed by blue pennant s for Liverpool and red
ones for London .

Other lines and routes came into being , but the above carried the bu lk of the transatlantic
mail unt il the co ming of steam.

From the postal his tory point of view , the New York-Live rpool letters are all very
Figure 8. Express letter
(triple) from New Orleans
dated 15 June 1839 with
$2.25 postage to New York
prepaid. Addressed to
Prime Ward & King, New
York, who passed it to Gil 
pin 's Exchange (back
stamp) for forwarding,
where it was marked "pr,
Garrick" of the Dramatic
Line. Backstamped with an
unboxed "LIVERPOOL!
SHIP LETTER" and rated
4/9 Stg. postage due as a
triple letter to London.

" './

all/11 ;.i't 1~

~q/.Zl< ;" .; <

Figure 10. Letter from Phila
delphia dated 9 April 1838.
Sent privately to Joseph W.
Alsop Jr., New York (back
stamp) for forwarding . Car
ried by the Red Swallowtail
Toronto and landed at Wey
mouth, where backstamped
with a boxed "SHIP LETTER/
WEYMOUTH" and rated 1/6
Stg. postage due to London.
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Figure 11. Letter from New
York dated 1 May 1840. Car
ried by the St. James, a pri
vate trader, and landed at
Portsmouth, where struck
with a boxed "PORTS
MOUTH/SHIP LETTER " and
rated 8d Stg. postage due.

-===-=-

/V" _. _I

similar, having either New York "S HIP" datestamp s or "LIVERPOO L SHIP LEITER"
handstamp s , with manu scr ipt postage due. The only potenti al interest lies in co llecting vesse l
names, which are usuall y writt en on the letters, or Forwarding Age nt markin gs , which will be
the subject of a future vignette . In co ntras t, the New York-London letters are interesting , as
all London-bound packets put into a port along the south coast of England to land the mail and
so expedite its delivery to Lond on, and probably also for water and supplies at the first
landfall. As a result, Sh ip Letter handstamps for all the ports from Penzance to Gravesend
may be found on such letters. Those in the opposite direction may carry one of the " PAID
SHIP LEITER" hand stamp s of London or other towns. A se lection of America n packet
letters to both ports is shown.

Figure 12. Letter
from New York
dated 10 August
1844. Carried by the
Red Swallowtail
Toronto and landed
at Portsmouth,
where struck with an
unboxed "PORTS
MOUTH/SHIP LET
TER" and rated 8d
Stg. postage due.

,..

...
if; ;:

Figure 13. Letter from london
dated 12 March 1846 with ad
Stg. postage prepaid as an
outgoing ship letter. Carried
by the Red Swallowtail Gla
diator, which sailed from Lon
don on 7 March and called in
at Portsmouth for late mail on
her way to New York, where
rated 6 cents postage due as a
ship letter.
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u.s. Classics at Christie's in the Fall

The new auction season at Chr istie's opens with outsta nding
offerings of classic U.S . proofs , stamps and cove rs .

The Walter C. Klein Collection, Part Two
1845-1869 Issues-September 27

The second part of this important collection comprises 320
lots of exce ptionally rare and fine classic issues . Featured

are blocks of four and larger multiples (severa l record
pieces), superb used singles and mul tiples , and cove rs with

noteworthy frankings .
Catalog $8 (copies will be sent to all regular

subscribers).

1847 5c Red Brown (Sc , I). block of eig ht with full original gum;
1856 5c Red Brown (Sc . 12). used block of four.

1857 IOc Green type IV (Sc. 34). the mint block containing two of
the Type IV rec ut positions; 1863 5c Red Brown (Sc , 75). the only

reco rded mint block .



The Walter C. Klein Collection, Part Two
1845-1869 Issues-September 27
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1857 5c Red Brown (Sc. 28), block of six on cover to France.
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1869 15c Type I, 24c and 30c Pictorials (Sc. 11 8. 120. 121)
on covers.



Proofs from The American Bank Note
Company Archives

September 28

An unprecedent ed offering of postage and
revenue stamp pro of compositi ons prepared and
bound by The American Bank Note Company in
1899. In addition to the se two volumes of proof
compos itions, a group of framed stamp, paper

currency and sec ur ities proofs , whi ch ori gin ally
hung on the wa lls of the Broad Street office in

New York Cit y, wi ll be offe red.
Full-color catalog $12.



The Walter C. Klein Collection, Part Three
1870-1888 Bank Note Company Issues

November 3

A specialized sale of proofs , stamps , blocks
and covers from the classic Bank Note

Company period .

\

1870 7c Vermili on gr ill es c. 138). block of six with original gum 1870 24c Purp le rse. 153). block
with original gum

Rev. L . BISSELL,
I

AH MED NUGGU R,

INDIA .

1870 Gr illed Issues on cover to India. from the
Bissell correspo ndence

To order catalogs for these sales , please send check or
money order to:

Christie's Stamp Department
502 Park Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022

For information regardi ng consignments for future sales,
please contact Sco tt Trepel or Elizabeth Pope,

212/546-1087.

CHRISTIE'S



PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS
FRANK MANDEL, Editor
Figure 1. Flapside of cover in
Figure 2, with black oval 29%
x 20 mm. BOYD'S CITY EX
PRESSPOST.! JUN 11 9 mark
ing. (Photo by David L. Jar
rett.)

.(

J

GOLD RUSH MAIL SOMETIMES HAS INTERESTING COMBINATIONS
Figures I and 2 illustra te the tla pside and front of a cover rece ntly obtained in a Henry

M. Spelman III auction. It encloses a letter of E. H. Janes datel ined New York, June 10,
1851 , to his brother Joseph Janes. Joseph had gone to Californi a to seek his fortune in the
goldfie lds, and while the letter qu ite naturally concerns family and financial matters , there
are a few passing references of philatelic interest. For one thing, it comments on the
frustrations in transmitting newspapers and serial publications from east to west. It con
cludes: "You must exc use me for not filling the sheet as I did not commence until late and I
wish to send this dow n in the morni ng so goodbye ...." E. H. Janes ev idently was trying to
meet a dead line .

~

...
1-
L ___

Rather than take the letter to the New York P.O . himself , he entrusted it to BOYD'S
CIT Y EXPRESS POST whose black ova l markin g is found on the tlapside . Thi s markin g is
dated JUN I I 9(A M) . Boyd ' s , a private post (local ) delivered it to the New York P.O. , thus
transferring it to the government postal sys tem, where it received the large black NEW
YORKlJUN 11/40 marking on the same day . The 40 referred to the 40 cent rate then in effect
between the east and wes t coasts. Boyd' s was a competiti ve system, and likely collected a
penny or so from the writer of the letter for their serv ice, though discreetly , their fee is not
indicated on the enve lope . The 40 cent government rate was to be collected from the
addressee in Californ ia .

...",..~
FOI\ " .\ IW ED•

. '

---
Figure 2. Cover with black 34% mm. NEW·YORKlJUN 11/40 townmark, blue oval 33 x 16% mm.
FORWARDED. applied in Stockton, Cal., and pencil 45 (cent) rate . (Photo by David L. Jarrett.)
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Theron Wierenga's recently publi shed book , a most valuable reference indeed , entitled
The Gold Mail Agents to California and their Postal Markings, 1849-1852 , provides a
possible clue about the deadline the sender of this cover may have been trying to meet. In the
beautifully organized table (p . 178) I note that the United States Mail Steamship Company 's
vessel Georgia cleared New York on June 11, 1851, carrying mail bound for California via
the Panama route. Whether the New York P.O. acted as expeditiously as Boyd's is another
question , of course . If the letter missed Georgia it could have travelled out on the U.S.M.S .
Co. ship Empire City. which Wierenga records as having cleared New York on June 13.

For the western leg of the Panama route, I consulted Wierenga' s table of sailing dates for
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company , and , assuming that the mail took on average 10days to
travel down to Panama (Chagres) , see that their contract vessels Tennessee and Fremont both
cleared Panama on July I , 1851, arriving at San Franci sco on July 20 and 29 respectively (p.
201). Such great variances in sailing times up the Pacific coast seem to be quite common,
incidentally.

In travelling from June to July 1851 this letter crossed not only great distances, but also ,
one of the more significant changes in U.S. postal rates. As of July I, 1851, the trans
continental rate (distances over 3,000 miles) was drastically reduced from 40 cents, whether
paid or collect , to 6 cents if prepaid, and 10cents if collect, a rate structure that remained in
effect until 1855.

More to the point , by the time this letter reached its first destination , Stockton ,
California, probably in late July 1851, the rate for letters conveyed between places on the
west coast had also been reduced , from 12Y2cents, whether paid or collect, to the regular
domestic letter rate of 3 cents if prepaid, or 5 cents if collect. Joseph Janes was not in Stockton
to receive his brother' s letter, but the Stockton P.O. appears to have had instructions to
forward it , and they applied their blue oval FORWARDED marking and sent it along to
Mokelumne , California.

Mokelumne, or Mokelumne Hill, or Moquelumne Hill, all popularly referred to as
"Moke Hill ," was the most important town in Calaveras County and a rich mining area,
bustling with churches, schools, a newspaper office , a courthouse, ajail, and (eventually) a
branch of the Well s , Fargo & Co. Express. Brother Janes was obliged to fork over a total of
45 cents (not too much by California gold standards) to the United States P.O ., the total rate
being indicated by a penciled 45 above the New York postmark.

This cover nicely demonstrates that the rates during this transitional period were
determined by the date on which a particular service was initiated . The trip from New York to
Stockton began under the old 40 cent rate period, and that was the cost to the recipient despite
the fact that it did not arrive until after the new rate period had begun. Likewise , the trip from
Stockton to Moke Hill was started after the change in rates, so the cost was the new 5 cent
collect rate , not the old rate of 121/ 2 cents. The combined rate of 45 cents then is a rather
unusual hybrid , making this cover doubly unusual in that it also was handled by a com
bination of carriers (Boyd 's private express and the government system) over a long route , to
a place where and a time when gold still had the nation 's imagination in thrall.
CHEAP POSTAGE? (50 WHAT'S NEW?)
I must confess that every time the postal rates go up I have a persistent attack ofspleen. It

is not only the politic s and bureaucratic ineptitude of the thing that annoy me. At the root of it
is the unpalatable observation that , during my whole lifetime, the trend has been to raise rates
without improving service. Paying more for less , like entropy , like Murphy's Law, like the
impossibility of keeping riff-raff out of the New York subway system, soon assumes the
dimension s of an ineluctable universal principle . It is not comforting to realize that more than
100 years ago the pressures exerted by some concerned citizens actually helped send postal
rates down .

The story of the campaign for cheap postage has been told before , and usually ends up
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focusing on the beaut iful propaganda enve lopes assoc iated with this movement in the ear ly
1850s. Nevertheless , as this subject is very dear to my spleen, I would like to document some
of the stampless items associated with it. Some of these are not as dramatic as those lovely old
illustrated enve lopes, but they present the case for cheap postage quite effectively.

Figure 3. Address leaf of 1848 cheap postage circular with red 36 mm. NEW-YORK/DEC 27/PAID/3
cts. townmark for printed circulars. Prepayment of the circular rate was compulsory at this time.
(Photo by David L. Jarrett.)

Figure 3 shows the address leaf of a folded printed circular, datelined New York ,
December 1848 , addresse d to John Mai rs, Esq ., of Trenton, New Jersey. I have seen other
correspondence to this gentlema n, some of it official, and would not be surprised to learn that
he was a substantia l person in his time. The circ ular is postmarked with a large red
NEW- YORK/ DEC 27/PAID/3 cts . The 3 cen t circular rate was in effect from March 1847 to
July I , 1851. The regular letter rate during this period , but beg inning Jul y I , 1845 , was 5 or
10 cents , depending on the distance the letter trave lled (under/over 300 miles).

Figure 4 illustrates the contents of the circular , signed by James Brown , President of the
New York Cheap Postage Association. It sets forth the aims of their organization, which
included in addition to the reduct ion of rates of postage , the encourage ment of prepayment of
postage , the free delivery of letters and newspapers (carrier service), and the abolition of the
frankin g privil ege . There is considerable resort to the " moral, litera ry, soc ial, commercial
and political interests" in adopting their suggestions, but my spleen is most attuned to this
paragraph :

In July , 1845, the present rates of postage were adopted , and although the opponents of
the measure predicted ruin to the Post-Office Depart ment , we have seen the number of letters
has already increased more than one hundred per cent. , and the revenue is now fully equal to its
expenses . Hence the stale objec tion that a reduction of pos tage will throw the Post-Office on
the Treasury for its support can no longer be urged, experience has proved, both in our country
and Grea t Britain, that the reduction of postage has been the means of increasing the business
and reven ue of the Post-Office Department.

The circular goes on to urge the recip ient to sign an enclosed petition to Congress.
Figure 5 illustrates the petition, whic h nicely summarizes the objectives of the cheap postage
group. How effective were they? Generally:

I . The rates of postage on regular letters were reduced as early as July I , 1851 , but the
reduction was not exactly as sugges ted .
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Figure 4. Contents of 1848 cheap postage
circular in Figure 3. (Photo by David L. Jar
rett.)

.......... ......- -
2. There were reductions in the rate s of postage on printed circulars and other printed

transient matter, also after July I , 1851, but mandatory prepayment on this class of mail
would not become effective until 1857.

3. Packet and foreig n mail rates were subject to complex treaties between various
national bureaucracies (varying degrees of ineptitude) , so it cannot be said that anything of
real consequence occurred on this score until the 1870s with U.P.U. rates.

PETI ;rION FOR CHEAP POSTA.GE.

" O.'tIi E S U At£ UD 1I0v IE o r RnUaEnATIYE. OF THE U. f1'1:D SUTU , 15 CO'NO.P• .uUX'LED :

TAil'.",.k, lixaN.nli::nt, of

r t .ptflJIIII, pditi". COItKTtll to1'tU' ./41t'J tddlU4ifl8

1. A unifunn rate of T.,. Cfttl , po5tagr 00 1f.twn Y ighing half en oacee, and two Cf'ntsror nery aJdiUoDAI b.U ceeee,
prtpoiJ , ahli lluoble thal"'~ if bOtprt·Jllli.1. Drop ktkn OMt't'1I1,

:!. Sc" "'raIK"l"Il, p"riodi<.'nlM, &0<1aU printed matkr, one cent pt., ahCt'i; Lut~renJ ur the anWIer else haIr a eenr., tv
be prrJk1id, elN'pl hClnP"Plo", and pe-ri.lClical" ~('nt from the office .(>( public.atioll.

x. To re..Iuee 111(' llOl' la:zeVQ It"ttl-rs arlil IICw"Jll'IK'l'I h,. mllil p"eL:f't~ .1\(1 Ilu.mcn, to . rate which will bring it within Un'
mC'all!lof c\"(!ry cia !'l tI ( citiZA!wt to nsaintaia fn.'Jul'ut intereouree with their fri{',ud." iuother CQUIltriL'lI, without feeliJl~
the l'"..l ilEt'0 to be " burdensome tax,

4, Til a11111'1 11It" "UI'lOS tll:'t in a1l1.~· lOWhl anll citl 111('", shall 4t • free (k lil'!"'1 of letters end nMrl pRpt'fll , anll :lIOO
"Ir the reecptlcn allIl cu'ne,.a l'ce orIcue". to 1M pon-olfiet' for tlH? luail" free of any expense.

.... T o .Loli..h th(' frankiug Jtrh- iko~ f'ntil'\' ly , that J"Of' lagc nlaY 00 paM On enry thing R'llt by the malls, Poeta~ or
mMnht-rA 01'Conpl'N to be plkl . thri r otlK-" C'IPMltn, anti po8lm:u.ten to Il! f('tntu~rattcl for the lou or the frank~

ing Ilri1"ikgt- 'and the tnnpun..," diminat ton of their inrome-, bJ' an UU'f('Q,H' &l tbeie CtlUim' ices,

XAME S. PLA CE 0.' RE S I D E I'CE.

Figure 5. Enclosed petition to Congress for cheap postage. (Photo by David L. Ja rrett.)

4. Free mail delivery (carrier service) in many large towns and cities became effective in
the federal system on July I , 1863 , and this service rapidly took hold , so the cheap postage
folks were a little ahead of their times on this one.

5. The reformers were dreaming if they really thought that the "postage of members of
Congress [were] to be paid as their other expenses ," or that the franking privileges of all of
our bureaucrats were going to be completely abolished. However, there were significan t
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modifications in the privileges held by humbler folk, including postmasters, first in 1863 ,
and then there was a broader , more serious attempt at abo lition of the privilege in 1873 .
Congressmen, however soon granted them selves back their old powers after this little
experiment, ju st as surely and as piously as they regularl y vote to raise their own salaries, and
they still flood our mailboxes with their junkmail and prop aganda . More food for the spleen.

I cannot leave this topic without one more observation concerning the circular. It was
co-endorsed by one Barnabas Bates , as "Corres ponding Secretary. " Mr. Bates , in fact , was
the guiding spirit of the cheap postage movement , and had long expended tremendous
volumes of time , energy and money to bring about his vision, which went far beyond the
matter of the postage rates. He was a true 19th century reformer , sincerel y motivated and
dedicated , and though his name is not often evoked these days, in his own way he was quite
effective. Wo uld the shade of old Barnabas but arise to pester the legion s of burdensome
bureaucra ts with their burdensom e taxes, and coax from their complacent stupors the minds
of a citizenry nurtured on too much "Dynas ty" and "Dallas" !
CoUection Building
Advantageous Selling

Market Knowledge ...
Confidentiality.

Integrity.
ANDREW LEVITT, Philatelic Consultants

Box 342-CC Danbury, CT 06810 (203) 743-5291
Life member. Collectors Cl u b.. Amer. Ph il. Soc . . U.S . Ph ilatelic Classics Soc iety.Amer. Sta mp
Dealers Assoc.. Phila telic Fo un dation
Excellent United States
STAMPS, COVERS AND PROOFS

Send $1.00 for your
fully illustrated Net Price Sale

catalogue of excellent United States
stamps, covers and proofs.

o Aggress ive buyers of quali ty U.S. stamps.
o Ex pert appraisals a nd co llect ion consul tatio n.
o Person aliz ed wan t list se rvice.

DAVID CHAMPACNE INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 361095
MELBOURNE, FLORIDA 32936

(407) 773 -9217
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U.S. CARRIERS

ROBERT MEYERSBURG. Editor

NEW YORK: AN OVERVIEW OF ITS CARRIER OPERATIONS
BETWEEN 1825 and JUNE 30, 1863

ROBERT B. MEYERSBURG
1825-1851

The Postal Act of 1825 em powered the Postmaster Ge nera l to direc t employment of
letter carriers at those post offices where he felt the service they cou ld provide would benefi t
both the General Post Office and the publi c .

The Postal Act of 1836 established carrier fees: " For eve ry letter received by a Carrier to
be depo sited in the post office there shall be paid to him at the time of receipt not exceeding
two cent s ; such receipts sha ll constitute a fund for the co mpensation of the Carrier s. Letters
delivered by Carriers not exceeding two cents . New spapers and pamphl ets deli vered by
Carriers - one half cent each item. "

Thi s chapter deals with the letter carrier history of New York Cit y only during the period
between 1825 and 1863 (when the fee period ended) . There were letter carriers at the New
York post office when it changed from a Briti sh co lonial function to a United States service at
the time of the Confederation . Unfortunately for the histori ans , records of carrier appoint
ments in the Journals of the Postm aster General are ava ilable only from 1836 . In that year
there were five new carrier appo intments, and in 1837 nineteen more were added. John H.
Hallett was appointed superintendent of the carrier se rvice in 1839.

From 1825 until Jul y I , 1845 , drop letter postage was one cent. From 1845 unt il June
30 , 185 1, it was two ce nts, reve rting to one ce nt thereafter.

Figure 1. New York Penny Post, November 10, 1840.

In January of 1840 , the first pri vate local post in the United States was established, under
the name New York Penny Post. It distributed lett ers and small packages throughout the city
from some seventy-five co llection poin ts on a twice-a-day sche dule, with a three cen t
delivery fee to be paid in cas h (Figure I). It appears to have prov ided a useful public service
until it was discontin ued at the end of 1841 for lack of profitability - due, no doubt, to the
practice of co llec ting the charge on delivery rather than requ iring prepayment. It was
exclusive ly a local post, not providin g any collection service to the mails, and this lack also
contributed to its failure .

In January 1842 the asse ts of the New York Pen ny Post were acq uired by Henry T .
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Figure 2. Merchants Exchange, opened in 1827.

Windsor, a Bri tish subject resident in Hoboken , who reo rga nized them into the City Despatch
Post along the lines of Rowland Hill ' s successful Briti sh sys tem. Windsor felt that the name
of a well-know n local New Yorker would benefit the new orga nizat ion, and he asked his
friend Alexa nder Greig to lend his name to the en ter prise . Greig acq uiesced, and the new
local post became know n as Greig's City Despatch Post , his name appearing in the
newspaper advert isements as age nt. W indsor , following Rowland Hill' s exa mple , issued an
adhes ive stamp of three ce nts denomination on February 12 , 1842 , which date is probably a
few days after the City Despatch Post commenced operation .

Within a few months , the new Ci ty Despatch Pos t was doin g almost double the volume
of business than we re the carriers of the New York post office ; and when this ca me to the
attention of the Postmaster General, he di rected the New York postmaster to es tablish a
sim ilar service .

Co nsequently, John L. Graham , the pos tmas ter of New York , nego tiated with Gre ig for
the purchase of the Ci ty Despatch Post, which was successfu lly acco mp lished at a cos t to the
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Figure 3. Lower Manhattan in 1850.
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Figure 4. A City Despatch Post stamp prepaying drop letter postage and carrier delivery fee,
August 25, 1842.

Post Offi ce of $ 1200 . Alexa nde r Greig was employed as aU . S . letter carrier, and the
postmaster was authorized to employ additiona l carriers as requi red .

In 1842 the Ne w York post o ffice was in the Rotunda in the north east corner of City Hall
Park , and the Branch post office was in the Merch ant' s Exchange at the co rner of Willi am and
Exchange Streets (Figure 2) . The limit s of c ity deli very extended north ward from the Battery
to 22nd Street , and from the Hud son River to the East River (Figure 3) . One hundred and
twelve collection points were es tablished in thi s area, with three co llections and deliveries a
day . Stamps for prepayment co uld be purchased for $2.50 a hundred .

The new acquisition of the New York post office commenc ed operation as the United
States City Despatch Post on August 16 , 1842. The go vernment honored the use of the Cit y
Despatch Post adhes ive as aU. S . ca rrier stamp (Figure 4) until the plate co uld be reengrav ed
to produce a new stamp bearin g the nam e of the United State s Cit y Despatch Post. The first of
the new stamps was ava ilable by the beginning of Sep tember , printed in black on unsurfaced
colored wove paper . T wo varie ties are known , one on gray ish-blue paper , record ed used as
early as September 2; and the othe r on a rosy buff paper (Figure 5) , of which only a very few
uncanceled copi es have been found . In February 1843 the stamps appeared printed on both
green and blue surface-co lored glaze d paper (Figure 6). The majority of copies see m to fall
between the ex tremes of gree n and blue into a wide blue-green spectrum . One distincti ve
shade , a dull ye llowish-green known as apple-g ree n, is quit e rare .

Figure 5. The black on buff United States City
Despatch Post stamp.
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Figure 6. A blue-green U.S. City Despatch Post stamp paying the collection fee to the mails,
February 28, 1843.

The three cent de nomination combined a two cent carrier fee with one cent drop letter
postage , which rem ained in effect until July I , 1845 , when the dro p letter postage increased
to two cents . This had a negative impact on the carrier service, since it raised the cost of a
local letter to four ce nts .

In June 1844 John T . Boyd started a local post in New York which offered a more
frequent serv ice than the government carrier service, extending to 26th Stree t, for two cents
per letter. As his business increased , that of the U. S. City Despatch Post decl ined steadily;
and on December I , 1846 , the U. S . City Despatch Post was discontin ued by order of the
Postmaster General. Some of the carriers, under the direction of Abraham Mead, organized a
private post called the Post Office City Despatch, with three daily collections and de live ries
and a two cen t charge .

\
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Figure 7. Charles Coles ran the City Despatch Post as a local mail service from 1847 until 1849.

Other private post s sprung up in profusion and prospered during the time that the U. S.
Post Office in New York was absent from the carrier scene (Figure 7).

(To be continued)
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II II

Extensive Stock of Classic United States
Always Available Including:

• SINGLES
• MULTIPLES
• COVERS
• CUT SQUARES
• FANCY CANCELS

• MAPS

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
Professional Philatelist

P.O. Box 373
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

(215)-356-3758
Chronicle 139 I August 1988 I Vol. 40 . No. 3 177



THE 1847-51 PERIOD
PLATING THE 5¢ 1847 STAMP

CREIGHTON C. HART

As everyo ne knows, Elliott Perry successfully plated the 10¢ 1847 stamp in 1922. His
research prov ed that there were two sets of impressions on the plate ( lO X 10) side by side
separated by a wide gutter. Thi s was a direct contradiction to the official post office sworn
affidav it that the plate had onl y one set of impressions when it was destroyed in October
1851 .

A straddle pane pair of the 10¢ whetted Perry 's curios ity and led to the plat ing of the
IO¢. Until that time co llec tors had co nside red this IO¢ straddle pane pair and the three 5¢
straddle pane pairs that turn ed up much later as ex tra wide marginal copies .

Perry ' s revelation of the 200 impressions on the 10¢ plate led others to attempt plating
the 5¢ stamp . Most ac tive was Stanley B. Ashbrook . Unaware that straddle pane co pies of the
5¢ existed , Ashbrook focus ed on platin g the corne r copies . His long labor resulted in
successfully identi fyin g eight different co rner copies but continued ex amination of co rner
copies failed to show a ninth co py . This , of co urse , co nvinced Ashbrook that the 5¢ plate had
two sets of imp ressions , lO x 10 , the same as the 10¢ plate .

Addi tio nal work identi fied a few other positions but he concluded that the platin g of the
entire 5¢ plate was not possible . Drawings showi ng the detailed platin g of the 10¢ were
published in the Collectors Club Philatelist in 1924 but no publ icit y has been given to the
eight co rne r co pies of the 5¢.

Tom Alexa nder and his sma ll group of pla ters have offered to make detailed drawings of
the eig ht different co rner copies of the 5¢ as appea red so long ago for the IO¢ , To do this he
will need the coo peration of all co llec tors who have co rner copies of the 5¢ stamp.

Collectors who are fortunate enough to have straddle pane copies of the 5¢ are urged to
write Tom . By using these stradd le pane copies Tom will be ab le to tell whic h co rne r belongs
to the right or left pane .

The drawin gs and plat ing de tail will appear in a chapter to be devoted to these eig ht
corners and to the various doubl e transfer s on the 5¢ and 10¢ plates in a handb ook on the U. S .
First Issue now in prep aration .

Coll ectors who have co rne r co pies of the 5¢ should write to: Thom as J . Alexa nde r, Suite
900 , Commerc e Tru st Building . Kansas City , MO 64 106 .
PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative philatelic literature: US. CSA. GB. Maritime. Forgeries. GB and the Empire .

Books from over 100 publishers in stock.

96 page Stock Cata log $2.00 pp , free with order.

Our Own Publi cations:

Postal Histor y of Indiana, two volumes , Postal Histor y of Th e For ward ing
IIOO pages 1976 $75.00 Agents $35.00

U.S. Lett er Rat es to Fore ign Destin ati ons, CSA Philatelic Subje ct Ind ex and
1847 to GPU-U PU $27.50 Bibliography' 1862-1984 • •. . .•. . . . . . . $45.00

Fres no and San Francisco Bicycle Post Pri vate Ship Lett er Stamps of the World,
of 1894 $50.00 Vol. 1-3 $ II O.OO

LEONARD H. H ARTl\'I ANN P.O . Box 36006. Louisville, Ky 40233, (502) 451·0317
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stampeded.
It may take a little while before you hear from us when we have
your valued collection for appraisa l and offer. (Although notice
of the safe arrival of your collection will be sent prom ptly.)

The slowest appraisers in the world.

A fair, accurate asse ssment can't be hurri ed . And our expert ap
praisers simply won't be ha ssled or harried . It's simp ly not fair
to you, or the collection you care so much about.

Whe n you hear from us, we will suggest wha t we think is the
most ad van tageou s method of sale. Direct sale to us, auction, or
private treaty.

We have put togeth er a guide, wh ich will help you understand
the options you have whe n selling your collection . Use the
coupon below to w rite for it, or give us a call. It's well wor th
having. Even if you are not contemplating selling right now.

2006 Walnut Stree t
Philad elphia, PA 19103
800/523-4648
In PA 215/567-5200

_ _ I'm think ing about selling my philatelic holdings.

Their value is approximately $, _

~lease send me your guide to selling stamps.
Name' _

Addre ss _

City Sta te Zip, _

Phone Best time to call is _
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD

THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor
REGISTRATION
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

It was once alleged that the 5¢ U.S. posta ge stamp of 1856 was issued to pay the 5¢
registration fee instituted by Act of Congress the previou s year. That erroneou s co nce pt was
refuted by the early classic stude nts Stanley B. Ashbrook' and Delf Norona. ? Barbara R.
Mueller publi shed a co mprehe ns ive survey of the reg istry sys tem in 1955 , co nfirming the
findin gs of Ashbrook and Norona. :' Recen tly , a co lumnist for a major phi late lic newspaper
has again attempted to revive thi s o ld ches tnut. Wh ile old ches tnuts may never die (vo lun
tarily), it is time to kill this one . In the process , Rich ard B. Graham and I wo uld also like to
review the ea rly history of offic ial registration in this co untry and show so me very interest ing
classic covers that illu strate that history .

For a number of years prior to 1855 severa l U.S . postmasters had opera ted unofficial
services by which valuable letters were " recorded ." In the event of loss , proof of deposit in
the postal system wa s required by the P .O.D. before it would attempt to discov er the cau se of
the loss. The record s of such covers at these citi es was designed to pro vide that proof ."

The mod em British sys tem of regist ration had bee n insti tuted in 1841 (a lthough
occasion al listin g of lett ers had been practiced for many years prior to this). Postm aster
General James Campbell began urging the ado ptio n of an official U. S. registry sys tem as
early as 1853 . In his Postm aster General ' s Report of 18545 he out lined a speci fic scheme of
registrati on , but stated that he would not institute the sys tem without Co ngress ional approva l
becau se of the additiona l ex pense that would be incurred by the Post O ffice Departm ent.

In response to this recommend at ion , Congress included Section 3 in the Postal Act of 3
March 1855:

Sec . 3. And he itfu rther enacted. That for the greater security of valuable lette rs posted for
transmission in the mails of the United States, the Postmaster Ge nera l be and hereby is
author ized to establish a uniform plan for the registration of such letters on application of
parties posting the same. and to require the prep ayment of the postage. as well as a regis tration
fee of five cents on every such letter or packe t to be acco unted for by postmaste rs receiving the
same in such manner as the Postm aster General shall direc t: Provided. however. That such
reg istration shall not be compulsory ; and it shall not render the Post Office Department or its
revenu e liab le for the loss of such letters or packets or the contents thereof.

The act became effec tive on I Jul y 1855. On 10 May 1855 Campbell issued a broadside
titled " Instructions to Postmasters, and Notice to the Publi c" respecting the official regis
tration sys tem that was about to be adopted. Thi s was follow ed by formal Regulations" in
exactly the same langu age , exc ept that two more sec tions were add ed prohibiting any mark
on registered letters indi cating that they co ntained a va luable enclosure and requiring all
postmasters to pay the regi stration fee on their ow n free mail.

In his Postm aster General ' s Report of 1855 7 Ca mpbell reviewed the es tablishment of the

I . Stanley B. Ashbrook. The United States One Cent Stamp of / 85/ -/857. Vol. II . H. L. Lindquist,
1938, pp . 352-360.

2. Delf Noro na, "The Ge nesis of the U.S . Registry Sys tem," The American Philatelist . May 1934 .
3. Barbara Mueller, "U .S . Registry Fee, 1855-1955," Twenty-First American Philatelic Congress .

1955 , pp. 29-39 .
4. Barbara R. Mueller, "U nited States Pre-1855 Registry Systems," Twenty-Ninth American Philatel ic

Congress. 1963, pp. 37-47 .
5. See Appendix A. (Appendices A-D will appear in the next issue. )
6. See Appe ndix B.
7. See Appe ndix C.
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Figure 1. An early unofficial "recorded" cover t o Philadelphia. where the URU was applied.

system and described the new form s distributed to postmasters , which were designed to mes h
registra tion with the tex t of the old form s. A copy of a completed blank is show n at Figure 3.

Unfort unately , in none of these statutes or documents was it explic itly stated that the
registra tion fee was to be paid in cas h, whi le the normal postage on the letter was to be paid by
stamp or cash (prepay ment of postage by stamp was required as of I January 1856). That
omission , and the discovery of three cove rs that show the payment of the registration fee by
postage stamp ga ve rise to the theory that the fee was to be paid by stamp and that the 5¢ stamp
of 1856 had been issued to fill that need .

John Tiffany appears to have been the first to give it as his opinion that the 5¢ stamp was
issued to pay the registration fee:

Thi s stamp was issued to prepay the registrati on fee , but is often found on unsevered pairs
upon Ca lifornia letters , and some times in triplets includ ing the registration fee and a single
postage to California."

As far as this auth or knows, the last part of that statement is pure fantasy. If any such
strip of three on cover to or from California ex ists, it has never been reported , nor has the
Philatelic Foundation ever had such an item submitted to it. Tiffany gives no other authority

Figure 2. An unofficial (pre -1 July 1855) registered letter from Cinc innati to Philadelphia. The red
uR" and ms " 1344" were applied at Cincinnati; the ms U3" was the Philadelphia receiving
number. Orange brown stamp (S1).

8. John K. Ti ffany , The History ofTile Postage Stamps of the United Sta tes, C. H. Mekee l, Philatelic
Publi sher , 51. Lou is , Mo .. 1887. p. 95.
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Figure 3. Return Regis
tered Letter Bill show 
ing separate entry for
registration fee , con 
taining no provision for
payment of such fees by
stamps.

for the first part of the stateme nt to the effect that the stamp was issued to pay the registration
fee .

John N. Luff , in his c lass ic work of 1902 , substantially repeats what Tiffany said:

Th e first five ce nt sta mps we re for the registra tio n fee and two of them we re frequently
used to pay the rate over 3 .000 miles . after it was changed in March, 1 855 . ~

Th e greates t stude nt to advance this theory (in part) was Elliott Perry , who set out his
view at page 1647 in his hou se journal. Pat Paragraphs:

Neither the Ac t of 1855 , nor [Postmas ter Gene ral) Ca mpbell's " Instruct ions", nor any
othe r record whi ch has been found , spec ify how the 51t reg istratio n fee was to be paid .
Campbe ll had no more authority in the matter than was contained in the Ac t, and that law gave
him no autho rity to require the registrat ion fee to be paid only in cas h. . ..

Few co vers registered at the 51t fee are known . Two [three are now known - Ed.] of them

Figure 4. From Albany to Elm ira showing registration fee prepaid by a 5C st am p.

9. John N. Lu ff . The Postage Stamps of the United Stales. The Scott Stamp & Coin Co. . Ltd .. Ne w
York, 1902 , p. 74 .
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Figure 5. Second cover from Albany showing mi staken use of a 5Cstamp to pay the registration
fee.

bear the 5¢ stamp of 1856 . A controversy exists regarding the reason for thi s 5¢ value . Was it
originally issued chiefl y with intent to facilitate prepayment of the 5¢ registrat ion fee, and was
it valid at any time or place for that purp ose?

In Uncle Ike ' s opinion, registration of a letter bear ing the full postage (incl uding the
registration fee ) prep aid by stamps co uld not legall y be r efu sed , but as lett ers to be registered
had to be taken to a post office usually it was convenient to prep ay the fee in cas h, and also that
postm asters or the Department itsel f may have enco urage d suc h payment and discouraged
prep ayment by the 5¢ stamp.

Perry doe s not explain why the Department would have issued the 5¢ stamp for the
purpose of paying this fee and then discouraged its use for that purpose .

Illustrated here are the two covers from Alban y, New York , used in 1857 , whi ch show
the registration fee paid with a 51t stamp, as well as a later 1861 cover with the fee paid by a
perforated 5¢ stamp. The two Alban y cove rs were known to Perry when he wrote the note
quot ed abo ve and con stituted his proof that the fee could be (was not required to be) paid by
stamps.

The weekl y columnist mentioned above said: "Those who deny the 5¢ stamp was issued
to pay the registration fee have to write off these two Albany covers as mistakes. " Thi s, of
course, is exactly what they are. Of the hundreds of regi stered covers used after the

I~J:.' I .•

1?..Jlf 7

Figure 6. Perforated 5C stamp used in 1861 to prepay the reg istry fee.
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Figure 7. Wilkes Barre to Philadelphia showing a ms " 5" indicating payment of the fee in cash on a
quadruple rate cover.

appearance of the 5¢ stamp in March 1856 , none shows the use of a 5¢ stamp to pay the fee
until November 1857 , and not agai n until the last such example was used in 1861 . These arc
not normal uses . Th ey arc mistakes on the part of the Albany postm aster in 1857 and the
Norw ich , VI. , postmaster in 1861 . Three known erro rs committed over a six year period can

a:r ft E:Gf:T : ' ~ ::n f.1J JI), a!J,
? / ID 6:d8,

J

Figure 8. The Saco, Maine, postmaster clearly marked this cover to show the fee paid by cash
through a combination of handstamps and manuscript markings.
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Figure 9. Florence, Kentucky, manuscript notation showing fee paid in cash.
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Figure 10. Bradford, N.H., handstamps showing prepayment of the registration fee in cash .

hardly be used to establish a genera l rule in the face of such ove rwhelming numb ers to the
contrary.

What ev idence we have aside from the physical ev idence of the covers themselves also
confirms that the fee was paid in cash. New registration bills were printed by the P.O .D . by
which each postmaster reported registered letters sent from his office . Figure 3 show s such a
bill. Note that the postal rate can be reported as being paid by either cas h or a stamp, while
there is but one way to pay the registration fee . Furth er , some postm asters did not trust the
effec tiveness of the official forms to confirm that the registry fee had been paid. Using the
analogy of not ing the pay ment of postage by cash or by stamps on the cover itself, they
recorded the payment of the fee in cash on the face of the cover. Exa mples of this abundance
of caution are show n in Figures 7 to 10.

As Graham wri tes in his section, an 1863 P.O .D . instruction bullet in prov ided:

To ent itle a letter to registration the regular postage mu st be prep aid by stamps; and in
addition to thi s, the registration fee must be paid in money .

Finally, the May 1867 United States Mail alld Post Offi ce Assistant stated, under the
head ing 'T he New Registry Syste m":

It is probable that before the next number of this paper reaches our SUbscribers, those of
them who are postmasters will have received from the Dep artm ent a copy of the new

•

Figure 11. An early July 1856 cover more or less complying with the regulation prohibiting any
mark on a cover that contained a valuable enclosure, but retaining the old MR" recording mark.
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Figu re 12. An 1857 cover with the registration number in addition to t he Cincinnati "R. "

Regu lat io ns co ve ring the Registration of Letter s . .. . We take thi s occ asion to call their
atten tion to so me o f the more importan t detai ls to which it will be necessar y to give ca reful heed
in ca rry ing out the ne w regulations.. . .

1. Th at the registry fee is to be paid in sta mps (attac hed to the le tter and cancelled) instead
o f in money . as heretofor e . . . .

Aside from the questio n of whether the fee was to be paid in cash or by stamps,
co llec tors are interested in the var ious form s of markings that are found on registered mail.
Paradoxically , the first regulation s prohibited the use of any mark whatsoever that would
identify th is class of mail :

Sec . 347 . Post masters are forbidden to mak e any mark . or entry of any kind . on registered
le tter s. indi cating th at they co nta in a va luable enclosure.

This amb iguous stateme nt was interp reted by the co untry 's postm asters in various ways.
Presum ab ly , some of them followed it literally and if so. there is no way to ident ify a
registere d cover handled by them . since it would appear to be exactly the same as a norm al
unregistered cover. Figure I I is an 1856 Cinc innati letter that comes clo se to following the
regulatio n literall y . However , the " R" marking previou sly used on unofficial recorded mail
was retained, but wi thou t a reg istra tion number. The pre- 1857 cover from Florence ,
Ken tucky , at Figure 9 has no registrat ion numb er, but a manu scr ipt notat ion "Reg istered paid
5."

Th e PL&R of 1857 substituted Sec tion 386 for old Section 347:

Figure 13. A quadruple rate cover from Nevada City, California, bearing perforated 10C stamps,
Types IV, II and III.
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Figure 14. Straight line post-1857 REGISTERED from St . Louis.

Sec . 386 . Where a letter has been rece ived, registered, and receipted for , as directed in
Sec tion 2, it is to be marked on its upper left hand corner with the number co rresponding to it on
the receipt book.

Figure 12 shows how the Cincinnati pos tmas te r co nformed to thi s change by show ing
the rece ipt number adjacent to the old " ROO handstamp .

Eve n though it was not requ ired, after the 1857 PL&R was issued, the word REGIS
TE RED ca me into common use in conj unct ion with the registra tio n number. Thi s develop 
ment is illustra ted in Figures 13 through 15 .

In his Report of I December 1860, Postmaster Gen eral Holt comme nted on a significant
decl ine in the use of regi stration , apparent ly to the benefit of the private expresses . He urged a
more secure system of co nveyance and sugges ted some form of government insura nce, a
development that did not occ ur until more than three decades later. 10

The 5¢ registra tion fee (always payable in cash) co ntinued in effect until 1863 , during
the period that Grah am disc usses.

, .; ~ :, ' -c - f- n r i-.
~ ~:'\ i . I r r',r, 11

Figure 15. The Calais. Maine. postmaster enthusiastically struck his REGISTERED marking four
times.

(To be continued)

10. See Appendix D.
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
REGISTRATION OF LETTERS, 1861-1869
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

As discu ssed by Thomas J . Ale xand er in the 1851-61 section, the original registry fee of
5¢ was required to be prepaid in cash , with all regular postage prepaid by stamps, not only on
domestic lett er s but on registered letters se nt abroad .

Thi s situation continued in the 1861 period until the fee was raised to 20¢ , still prepaid in
cash , effec tive Jul y I , 1863 . At the same time , the practice of obtainin g a signed rece ipt from
the addressee , to be returned to the sender . was initiated . Previously , such receipt s had been
retained at the offi ce of delivery .

On June I , 1867 , furth er modi ficat ions of the registry sys tem includ ed the requirem ent
that both regul ar postage and the registry fee be prepaid by stamps attac hed to the letter, and
on Jan . I , 1869 , the regi str y fee was redu ced to 15¢ .

Thus, during the life of the 1861 issue , four different situations ex isted relati ve to the
rates and method of paym ent of fees for registrati on of letters .

During the first period , as noted abo ve , the mailer received a receipt from the post office
at the time of mailing , but there was no provision for a return receipt , sig ned by the addressee
showing receipt of the lett er. The post offices of mailin g and del ivery were requi red to
maintain record books showing registered letters sent and received ; the sending office had to
retain a duplicate of the receipt given the mailer and the deliverin g office had to retain the
receipt signed by the addressee .

Figure 1. Registered cover from Philadelphia sent to Massachusetts in Oct. 1862. The 3¢ 1861
stamp, tied by the "REGISTERED" marking, paid the regular postage and the 5¢ registry fee was
paid in cash.

Whil e registered lett er s were sent in a separate bundl e with a registered letter bill
wrapped around them , they were in the same mail bags as the regular mail. Thus , the
registered , and presumed valuable , letters were nicely seg regated but otherwise unprotected
for anyone with larcen ou s tendencies to quickly extract.

Thus , with thi s in mind , most businesses sent money and valuable negotiabl e paper by
express company ma ils , at considerably higher fees , but those companies did maintain
exce llent reco rds and take ample prec auti ons to guard the valuables they carried aga inst theft
and robbery. Thei r ope ratio n. however, is another story for another time .

Since the postage on registered letters had to be prepaid by stamps, presum abl y eve ry
stamp of the 1861 issue may be found on a registered cover , but the only way these may be
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distingui shed from letter s not registered is by the registry number , required by the regul ations
to be written at the ma iling office in the upper left-hand co rne r of the cover.

Figure I shows , co urtesy of Norm an Shachat, a typical registered cover of the period
prior to Jul y I , 1863 , or, for that matter , later , since the only difference was that the cas h
registry fee was changed on that date - not appare nt on letters . Th e cover in Figu re I has a
nice strike of the Phil adelphia "REGISTE RED" marking of the per iod and a manu script
registry number, "206 ," otherwise it is exac tly like othe r unregistered lett ers sent at that time .

As was pointed out in Alexa nder's article , some of the early stamp writers ass umed,
based upon just two reg istered covers mailed at Albany , N .Y., with their 5¢ registry fees paid
by 5¢ sta mps over and above regular postage , that the 5¢ stamp of 1856 was issued to pay the
5¢ registry fee - an ass umption that igno red hundreds of regis tered lett ers sent prior to 1867
that obv iously had the reg istry fee paid in cash.

Thi s cla im, whatever its merits of indeterminable intent , rather than of actua l eve nts , has
caused a grea t deal of co nfusion amo ng ow ners of interesting registe red covers, such as the
large co urthouse cover sent from Phil adelphia show n in Figure 2. Thi s cover was owned by
the late Phil Ward, and is much apprec iated by its present owner to the point of accepting
Ward ' s analysis of the cover.

Figure 2. A courthouse cover
bearing thirty 1C 1861 stamps,
paying a 10 x 3C rate to Iowa
for a letter weighing between
4% and 5 ounces, sent from
Philadelphia on Mar. 28, 1863.
The registry fee of 5(: was paid
in cash.

The cover bears thi rty I¢ 1861 stamps , all cance lled by the Phil adelphi a " REG IS
TE RED" marking of the period , and was mailed by Davis & Birney of Philadelphia (as per
small corner card at lower left) to Iowa on Marc h 28 , 1863 , per the Phi ladelphia backstamp .

Ward had the cover written up as being an eight times rate, or with 24¢ postage , plus 5¢
registry fee, and he accounted for the extra stamp by say ing the cover was a carrier cover ,
eve n though it has no evidence of being such.

In my opinion, and as ev ident from the P.L. & R. of the period , this is simply a
marvelous way of prepaying a ten x 3¢ or 30¢ rate on a cover we ighing from 4 1/2to 5 ounces!
The stamps cove red so much of the area of the cover , front and back , that the Phil adelphia
postmark had to be placed on the back and there was ju st roo m to crowd the registry number in
with the addre ss.

Figure 3 show s a "Registered Letter Bill" covering a free letter sent from Columbus,
Ohio (a distributing post office at that time) to nearby Parks Mi lls , Ohio, in 1863. It should be
noted that the form is exac tly like those of the 1850s , (including being locally pri nted , as it
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Figure 3. Registered letter bill of
1863, for a single free registered let
ter sent from Columbus to Parks
Mills, Ohio. Note the postmark used
as a dater, and the single column for
registry fees.

--- I- -
I

has the postmaster ' s name included), and has the separa te column for " Regist-zry/Fees/
Cents" with separa te col umn s for "pa id by stamps" and "money" co vering postage; as
someone once noted , if registry fees had been payable in stamps there woul d have been two
co lumns there , also .

Th e Po stm asters General of the United States , regard less of their occas iona l oppos ing
pol itical sentiments, usuall y recom mended changes in the registry sys tem in their annual
repo rts , and Montgomery Blair was no exception in his 1862 effort , suggesting that the
registry fee be raised to 20¢ (probably recognizing that nearl y all ex press co mpany fees to
carry va luables started at 2S¢ or " two bits" , usually marked on express cov ers as "2 /-") . He
also recomme nde d that a signed receipt be obta ined from the addressee to be returned to the
sender , and bo th these changes were adopted in the new postal Act effective Jul y I, 1863 .

But the registra tio n fee was still payable only in cas h . In fac t, Instruction No. 32. in the
16 page bull etin sent to all postmasters announc ing the provisions of the new Act , notes 'T o
entitle a letter to regist rat ion the reg ular postage must be prep aid by stamps; and in additionto
this , the registrat ion fee mu st be paid in money. "

r

"Jl<1 i If£2- 910 .'

Figure 4. Sent from Nashville, Tenn., on Aug. 16, 1866, this registered cover (No. 236) had regular
postage prepaid with a 3C 1861 stamp and the 20C reg istry fee was paid in cash .
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As noted above , covers sent under the new regulation continued to look just the same; all
they show is the regular postage and a number, as demonstrated by the cover show n in Figure
4, sent from postwar Nashville, Tenn. , on Aug. 16, 1866, with a manuscript endorsement ,
"Reg. # 236."

Figure 5. Sent from Washing
ton, D.C., this Return Regis 
tered Letter Bill was returned
to show receipt of three regis
tered letters for the 1st Ass't
PMG at Washington from
Newbury, Vt., in March, 1864.
This particular bill, marked
"O.K." at Washington, was to
be retained at Newbury on
file.

Figures 5 and 6 show "Return Registered Letter Bill s" sent back from Washington and
New York, respectively, in 1864 and 1867. Both show interest ing detail s of handling ,
including the "O.K." or "Correc t" required by the regulation s. Both these letter bills were
returned to Newbury , Connecticut.

HET Ult , HEGI : T Elt LETTEH BILL.

."-;-~:--:'-L.-~-,- 181; .

Figure 6. This Return Registered Let
ter Bill, in a different format from
that of Figure 5, bears a New York
postmark dated May 7, 1867, and
New York Postmaster James Kelly's
" CORRECT" stamp, confirming safe
receipt of a registered letter from
Newbury, Vt.

P. ~L

Figure 7 shows an interesting courthouse cover sen t on Sept. 19 , 1863, just after the new
law of 1863 came into effec t; had it been sent before July I , 1863 , it might have been very
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Figure 7. Mailed at San Francisco on 19 Sept., 1863, only a few months after the 3C un iform rate of
1863 went into effect, the 15C on t his courthouse cove r paid a five tirnesSc postage rate fo r a
letter weighing between 2 and 2% ounces. The 20C registry fee was paid in cash.

difficu lt to expla in, as the 15¢ postage probably wo uld have been cla imed to represent the IO¢
"over the Rock ies" rate in effect prio r to Jul y . 1863, and the remaining 5¢ postage probabl y
wo uld have been assumed to be the registry fee . As it is, it is simply a five x 3¢ or regu lar 15¢
rate with a 20¢ registry fee paid in cash .

- -----..:'----~----- I
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Figure 8. A Return Registered
Letter Receipt , sent with a
registered letter to New Or
leans, Feb . 27, 1867, and
po stmarked there on March
29, probably when the letter
was delivered and the receipt
signed. The receipt was then
sent back to San Fra ncisco
where it was mailed to the
sender of the letter on May 5.
1867.

Figures 8 and 9 show how return receipts were handled at the time . Figure 8 is a Return
Registered Lett er Receip t ( in contrast to the Return Letter Bill s shown in Figures 5 and 6 ,
which were held in the post offices) which was returned to the sender at San Francisco in the
envelope shown as Figure 9 . The receipt was dated at San Francisco on Feb . 27 , 1867 , by a
combination of postmark and manu script on a receipt sent with a registered letter addressed to
Ch arp enter & Fertron (?- the names are spelled differentl y in the address and signature) at
New Or leans . The rece ipt is da ted by a New Orleans postmark of Mar. 29, 1867 , and
presumably was sig ned that da y and ultimately sent back to the San Francisco post office.

On May 9, 1867 , it was sent back to the original mailer of the letter, one J . L. Martell in a
hand stamp ed facsimile franke d enve lope of the San Francisco postmaster, with the IO¢
embosse d sta mp vo ided by a punched hole .

Presumabl y , the San Fra ncisco post office found this mean s of disposing of a large
over supp ly of IO¢ enve lopes , made surplus by the rate reduction of Jul y I , 1863. (I've see n
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Figure 9. Envelope in which the Return Registered Letter Receipt shown in Figure 8 was mailed,
undoubtedly as a drop letter as it has no town or street address. The envelope, a 10C embossed
stamped envelope voided with a hole punched through the design, has been converted to an
official free envelope by San Francisco Postmaster R. F. Perkins's facsimile handstamped franking
signature and legend.
two or three more similar examples with San Francisco postm aster Perk ins ' s facs imile
franking signature .)

Thus, I think that a simi lar official mailing from the New Orleans to the San Francisco
post office con tained not only the receip t shown but an O .K. 'd regis tered letter bill that the
San Francisco post office retained. The latter office was ove r a month returning the recei pt to
the sender, presumably beca use the receipt and letter bill also had to be checked agai nst the
records.

The U.S. Ma il & Post Office Assistan t for February 1867 announced another revision of
the registry sys tem, and the May 1867 issue gave the point s of revision and instructions for
the new system to go into effect June I , 1867. The main po ints were that the registry fee of
20¢ (but still 5¢ to certain fore ign cou ntries) was to be "paid in stamps [attached to the letter
and cancelled] instead of money as heretofore, and that special, printed "Registered Letter
Envelopes" were thencefo rth to be used .

"''"I oI!~I lw~ __ __.. .

Figure 10. The new regulations of
1867 not only provided the regis
try fee was thenceforth to be
prepaid in stamps, but also com
bined the registered receipt and
letter bill forms into one paper, to
be cut or torn in two after the
form was returned. This Return
Receipt form shows that it had
the Registered Letter Bill de
tached at the bottom after it was
returned to Westbrook, Conn., in
December 1868 from New York.
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There were several changes in procedures and many more in forms - the "Registered
Letter Bill" and "Return Bill" were printed on one sheet and were to be sent back,
unseparated , to the originating office after being receipted and O.K . 'd .

Figure 10 shows a "Return Registered Letter Receipt" for a letter mailed at Westbrook,
Ct., on Dec . 12, 1868 , and directed to New York. New York postmarked the receipt on Dec .
14, and returned it , presum ably still attached to the registered letter bill , to Westbrook , after
obtaining the address ee 's signature (at the bottom).

Reg. Bus.

Figure 11. The envelope in which the combined receipt and registered letter bill was returned
from New York to Westbrook. Ct. The printed envelope. in a dark purple paper. has a printed
legend including the facsimile free frank of New York Postmaster James Kelly. so that all the clerk
in the New York post office had to do was provide the "Westbrook. Conn." in the address.

The Westbrook P.O . , after detaching and filing their reg istered letter bill , returned the
rece ipt to the sender with or in the envelope in which it came from New York (Figure II ).

Thi s enve lope, printed in a deep purple , bears the printed facsimile frankin g signature of
Postma ster James Kelley of New York City, and is addressed to "Postmaster/Westbrook!
Conn."

Figure 12. When the payment of the registry fee was converted from by cash to by postage
stamps. the registry fee was 20C. so this cover shows the easiest and probably most common
method of paying both - a pair of 10C and one 3C stamp on a registered letter sent from Cherry
Run. W. Va .• to Balt[imorel. Md. in Dec. 1867.

Figure 12 shows a registered cover sent from Cherry Run , W. Va. to Balt[im ore] , Md . ,
on Dec. 9 , 1867 , prepaid with two 1O¢ 1861 stamps for registration plus a 3¢ to prepay the
regular postage . Prob ably this is the commonest style of registered envelope from the short
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period durin g which the 20¢ registry fee was requi red to be prepaid by stamps. Th at situation
was in effect for only 19 month s , as the registry fee was reduced to 15¢ effective Jan . I , 1869 ,
only a few month s before the new designs of the 1869 issue appea red.

I have record ed several covers with the 15¢ registry rate prepaid by the 15¢ Lincoln
stamps, grilled and ungr illed , of 1866 to 1869. The nicest exam ple I' ve see n of a cover sent
durin g this period of the 15¢ regist ry fee was one in the Dave Baker collec tion, shown on page
272 of Bakers' U.S . Classics. This cover, sent from New York to Albany , N.Y . , in July
1870, had the 15¢ registry fee and a trip le 3¢ dom estic rate all prepaid by a single 24¢ 1869
stamp.

As may be seen from the combination of Alexande r's co mments and those in this
section, the reg istry system went from a minimal and not very useful beginning to a point
where it was at least co nsidered reliable enough in the 1870 s that it saw co nside rable use .
However , it was n' t until the 1890s that the Post Office Department would accept any liability
at all for value of a registered letter lost in the mails. Although Congress authorized paying
indemn ity on lost letters with declared value of up to $ 10 .00 as of Jan . I , 1893 , it actually
wasn 't put into effec t unt il 1898.

The ann ual reports of the Postmasters General, 1850s-1870s , make quite clear that they
didn 't consider the registry system any substitute for the ex press co mpanies who carried the
valuables then and later . Rather , it was for those who needed to assure themsel ves that a letter
arrived safely, somew hat like the certified mail we have today.

The details of the handling of the covers internally in the post offices are spe lled out in
grea t detail in the P.L. & R. and var ious announcements and instructions of the 1861 and later
periods , but the fact the early regulat ions of the 1850s never do spe ll out that payment of the
registry fee was to be in cash has caused much confus ion.

However, those who have studied the early period in depth , such as Miss Barbara
Muell er , Stanley B. Ashbroo k and Donald McGregor , to name a few who have written about
early registered covers in great detail , have good reason to believe that the fees were always
expected to be paid in cash prior to 1867. The key fac t is not the two or three times the P.L. &
R.s of the I860s say the fee was to be paid in cash, but the fac t that they had recorded ju st two
covers bearin g 5¢ stamps that obviously and clearly were intend ed to prepay a registry fee.
Even then, one of the scholars com mented that this was probably an erro r of a sender and not
of the Alba ny pos t office where both were mailed . But eve n if it was an error of the Albany
postmaster , the two or eve n ten covers would not offse t the hund reds of registered covers sent
between 1855 and 1867 that bear no stamps coveri ng the registry fee, although they do bear
registry numbers .

(The list of references will appea r in the next issue. )
Paper Restoration and Conservation
Professional repair and improvement ofphilatelic materia l.

• removal of stains, soiling and foxing •
• tear repeir» deacidi fication •

• missing paper resto red •
All work performed wi th the highest degree of in tegr ity a nd respect for the uniquen ess of
the ite m. Philatel ic references available.

Inquiries or items for quo tation may be dir ected to:
NANCY POLl

RD1 Box 1779, Saylorsburg , PA 18353
(71 7) 992-2770
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THE 1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEL, Editor
USED 30-CENT 1869 INVERTS
SCOTT R. TREPEL

(Continued from Chronicle 138:124)

The survey of used 30¢ Inverts was initiated in Chronicle 138 . That articl e explained the
arrangement of the author's census of copies , which uses nine ca tego ries of centering to
classify each stamp , and illu strated an exceptional group identified as the "Wide Spaced
Inverts ," so-named because the rows of horizontal perforat ions are approxi mately one
mill imeter further apart than the normal spacing.

The Centered Inverts
In this article, ten 301t Inverts from the "Centered" category are illustra ted. These copies

meet the following req uireme nts: I) the poin ts of the flagpo les at left and right are pract ically
equidistant to the perforat ions on eac h side , 2) the ce ntra l fold of the flags at top and the
central star at the bottom are practically eq uidistant to the perforati ons , and 3) all of the
perforations are genuine.

Figure 1. Centered. cork can
cel.

Figure 4. Centered, cork can
cel.

Til l ~

•• nrr·_~M·'..I
Figure 7. Centered. cork can
cel.

Figure 2. Centered, cancelled
circle of wedges.

Figure 5. Centered. cancelled
circle of Vs.

Figure 8. Centered. circle of Vs
cancel.

Figure 3. Centered, circle of
wedges cancel .

Figure 6. Centered. cork can
cel. also part N.Y. transit pmk.

Figure 9. Centered, cancelled
circle of Vs.
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TABLE B
Figure I. Cork cancel (matches Figure 7) . Two internal cuts . PFC 109494 . Ex Cas pary, Siege l Rarities
1982.

Figure 2. Circle of wedges cancel. Perfs partly clipped at right , small tear at le ft. PFC 69000. Ex Herst , Klep ,
Wunsch (Siege l sale 530) .

Figure 3 . Circle of wedges cancel. Repaired at right, flags faded . PFC 12170.

Figure 4 . Cork cancel. No further details. Ex Laure nce and Stryker sale, May 7-10 , 1948, lot 903 .

Figure 5 . Circle of "V's " cancel. Believed to be sound (not exa mined by author) and , if so, the finest known
used 30¢ Invert. PFC 6 1643. Siegel Rarities 1980.

Figure 6. Cork cancel and part red New York transit (see Figure II for illustration of postmark). PFC 306 . Ex
"Co untry Gentleman's " Co llection and Siegel sale, September 1983.

Figure 7. Cork cancel (ma tches Figure I). Two small tears . PFC 2354 . Ex Siegel sale , March 23, 1977 .

Figure 8. Circle of "V' s" (matches Figure 9 and others) . PFC 14917 . Ex New bury (Pt. II) , A. Richard Enge l
(Cori nphila 1975).

Figure 9. Circle of "V's" (matches Figure 8 and others) . Two comer creases. PFC 11012. Ex Green
(Harmer, Rooke sale, March 25-26 , 1946), "Ambassador" Collection, Sotheby Parke Bernet sale , Feb. 5-7,
1980, now in Coulter es tate .

Figure 10. Red cork cancel. Nibbed and blunt perfs, pinhole . No PFC. Siege l Rarities 1986 .

Figure 10. Centered, red cork
cancel.

Figure 11 . NEW YORK
BRITISH TRANSIT PAID ALL
c.d.s. with indentation in
outer circle, matching red
postmark on stamp in Figure
6.

Although most , if not all, of these stamps have fault s to varying degrees , these copies
are the finest centered 30¢ Inverts. It is interesti ng that 25 percent of the record ed used 30¢
Inverts could be graded extremely fi ne, in terms of ce ntering . Thi s proport ion of ce ntered
stamps to the ex isting supply is unusually high , especially in co mpariso n with the other 1869
Inverts . At this point of the author's census of 15¢ and 24¢ Inverts , it is doubtful whether two
or three of either stamp could make the extremely f ine grade . If one were to attempt to
assemble a ce ntered set of used 1869 Inverts, it seems likely that the 30¢, although the rarest
of the set, would be the easiest to obtain in this ce nter ing category.

Table B provides the relevant data for the ten stamps illustrated in Figures I to 10.

Cancellations

As the survey of used copies develops , a numb er of co mparisons among the different
exa mples may be made . The copies bearing identical ca nce llations will be noted throughout
this series, and, in a later article , these match ing co pies will be discussed in detail.

The one significa nt postmark found in the Centered gro up is a portion of the red N. Y.
British Transit datestamp (see Figures 6 and II ). Also of interest is the red cork ca nce l on the
stamp in Figure 10 , which is also found on other 30¢ Inverts but not on any 15¢ or 24¢
Inverts. Red , as a co lor in cancelling foreign mail at the New York post office , is norm ally
found only on supplemen tary mail.

(To be continued)
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
THE FIVE CENT COLUMBIAN STAMP
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

Postmaster General Wan am aker ' s December 5 , 1892 , Circular ' descr ibed the 5¢
Columbian as "Columbus So liciting Aid of Isabella afte r a pa intin g by Brozik, in the
Metropolitan Mu seum o f Ar t in New York C ity. Co lor, Choco late bro wn ." Unlike the source
of the 4¢ Columbian, the so urce of the 5¢ Co lumb ian can be ident ified positi vel y. Th e
painting wa s pain ted in 1884 by a Czech art ist , Vaclav Bro zik . It was entitled "Columbus at
the Co urt of Ferdinand and Isabell a ." In Wa nama ker's tim e the pa inting was indeed in the
Metropolitan Mu seum of Art but since 1929 it has been in the Hotel Manoir Richel ieu ,
Mu rra y Bay , Quebec." (M ur ray Bay has been renamed La Malb aie .)

Th e assignmen t of a c hro no log ica l posit ion to the 5¢ Co lumbian is ambiguous.
Columbus so lic ited a id fro m Quee n Isabell a twice: both before visi ting the La Rabida
monaster y (30¢ Columbian) and after visiting the monaster y. Davis , drawin g upon Samu el
El iot Morison ' s book , Chris topher Columbus, Mariner, places the 5¢ Co lumbian first
among the Columbians c hro no log ica lly and interprets the $ 1.00 Co lumbian as illustr atin g the
second visit. J Other authors have the 30¢ Co lumbian first and the 5¢ Co lumbian second,
interpreting Brozik' s pa inting as depi cting the seco nd meeting of Columbus and Quee n
Isabella ."

Eve n more sca rce than the low er value essays, the full 5¢ Columbian design is known
on ly with the issued design vignette engrav ing surro unded by a water co lor in black brown of
an elon gat ed frame essay on thick arti st ca rdboard . Essays of the vignette alone ex ist on indi a
paper die sunk on card , but they are con sidered rare .

Figure 1. A plate proof of the
final design.

A plate pro of of the final design is pre sen ted in Figure I . The vignette was engraved by
Charles Skinner , the frame and letterin g by D. S . Ronaldson ." The American Bank Note Co .
liked th is vignette so much tha t they used it again on the Costa Rican 10 ce ntimo stamp of

I. These official descripti ons of the U.S . Co lumbians were repeated in the 1893 Report of the
Postmaster General. p. 555 .

2 . John F. O 'Brien. " Bas is of the Design of the U.S. Co lumbian Issue of 1893." The American
Philatelist , vol. 98 , pp. 895-900, September 1984.

3. Henr y F. Davis, "The Stamp of Approva l," The United States Specialist, vol. 37, pp. 334-339 ,
August 1966 .

4 . Steph en G. Esrati, "O h Col umbus," The American Philatelist. vol. 95. p. 6 16. July 1981 .
5. Craig J . Turner , "The Early United States Bank Note Com panies ," The American Philatelic

Congress , vol. 38 , pp. 11-47 . 1972 .
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Figure 2. A plate imprint block
of the issued stamp.

1923-26 .6

In his 1894 Report (p. 472) the Postmaster General gave the number of 5¢ Co lumbians
issued to postmasters as 35 ,248, 250 . While outnumbered by the 2¢ Co lumbians almost 42 to
I , the 5¢ Columbians were still the most numerous of all the Col umbians beyond the 2¢
value . Figure 2 exhibits a plate impri nt block of the issued stamp.

Five 100 subject plates were used to print the 5¢ Co lumbian: B6 , B7, B8, B9, and B10 .7

There are double transfers on the 5¢ Columbian; Brookman listed the co lor as vary ing
from dark chocolate to yellow brown . But there is no variety co mparable to the 2¢
imperfo rate or the 4¢ "error of co lor."

Figure 3. UPU rate, 5C per Y2
oz., to Tokyo, Japan. Via San
Francisco . BRIDGEPORT,
CONN ., MAY 21,1893.

The 5¢ Col umb ian met a very specific and important need. It paid the 5¢ per half ounce
Universa l Postal Unio n rate for almos t all overseas lett er mail. Figure 3 displays a cover to
Tokyo , Japan , from Bridgeport , Co nn. , May 2 1, 1893. There are Sa n Franc isco transit and
Japanese receiving backstamp s.

At this time , 1893 , U.S . letters franked with U.S . Co lumbians were going to countries
all over the wor ld. Trans Pacific mail service to Japan had been inaugurated in January 1867
by the Pacific Mai l Steam ship Line. " A Postal Convention between the Uni ted Sta tes and the
Empire of Japan set the letter rate at 5¢ per half ounce effec tive April I , 1876.9 O n Jun e I ,
1877 , Japan joined the Ge neral Postal Union (UPU in 1878) becom ing the second inde
pendent nat ion to join after the charter members . 10 The letter rate became the 5¢ UPU rate .

6. A. A. Lauzon, The United States Columbian lssue, 1893 , 1942, p. 26.
7. F. L. Ellis, "Columbian Plate Numbers ," The Bureau Specialist. vol. 35 , pp. 232-234 , June 1964 .
8. H. E. Lobdell , " 1867, The Beginnings of Schedul ed Trans-Pacific Mail," American Philatelic

Congress. vol. 12, pp . 12-42, 1946.
9. Charles J. Starnes , United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations 184 7 to GPU-UPU, 1982.
10. Montene gro was inv ited to attend the init ial Postal Unio n Congress but was unable to do so .

Montenegro adhered to the GPU on July I , 1875, the date the Union beca me effective.
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Figure 4. A red, green, and gold advertising cover to Germany. NEW YORK, N.Y., APR 6 1894.

If the cover to Japan is perfectly plain, the cove r of Figure 4 to Germ any is just the
opposite . Printed in red , green and go ld, th is cove r is a ca ndidate for the most spectac ular
Columbian advertising cover in overseas use. From New York , N.Y . , April 6, 1894 , the
cover bears a printed address to Hamburg , Germany. There is a Hamburg receiving
backstamp. Agai n the 5¢ Columbian paid the 5¢ UPU rate .

Figure 5. A 5C Colum
bian on a private Ger
man post card mailed
aboard the German
steamship Have/.
U .S . -GERMAN SEA
POST, SEP 6 93.

Figure 5 shows a private German post card franked with a 5¢ Co lumbian. The ca rd was
posted aboard the Ger man fast stea mer Havel on September 6. 1893. while the Havel was
passing throu gh the English Ch annel heading toward Ge rmany . The illustrated message side
of the card is disp layed in Figure 6 . Th is Germ an postkarte , franked with a 5¢ Co lumbian,
raises two quest ions: I) Why the U.S . stamp? and 2) Why 5¢? (The UPU post card rate was
2¢.)

The answe r to the first question , "Why the U.S . stamp?" is indicated by the cds
U .S .-GERMAN SEA POST . Under terms of an agreement signed Decemb er 24. 1890 . the
U.S . and Ger ma ny agreed to eac h put a posta l clerk aboard the Ger man stea mers of the North
German Lloyd Steam sh ip Co. and the Hamburg American Packet Co . to sort mail. The 5¢
Co lumbian German postkarte was deposited in the U.S. mai l strea m of the U.S .-German Sea
Post and therefore req uired a U.S . stamp.

Why 5¢? The U.S . did not recognize private U.S . post ca rds in 1893. U.S . private post
cards were permitted in the U.S . domestic mai l Ju ly I . 1898 , and in international mail
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Figure 6. The message side of the post card of
Figure 5.
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December I , 1898. 11 To go through the U.S . mail in 1893 with a U. S . stamp, this private
post card had to be paid the U.S . 5¢ overseas letter rate .

Figure 7. An obsolete pre-UPU 12¢ rate to Australia. MANKATO, MINN., OCT 24,1893. Overpaid
7¢.

Finally an example of multiple use (two) of the 5¢ Columbian and mixed franking .
Figure 7 offers a cover from Mankato , Minn. , Octo ber 24, 1893, to Melbourne , Victoria ,
forwarded to Sydney, New South Wales. Like all U.S. mail to the eastern Australian
colonies, the cove r went via San Francisco. The two 5¢ Columbians and the 2¢ red 1890 issue
paid a 12¢ per half ounce pre-U PU rate. Actually the Australian colonies had joined the UPU
October I , 1891 , two years earlier . The correc t rate in October 1893 was the UPU 5¢ per half
ounce .

11 . Insert No. 137.8 for 1893 Postal Laws and Regulations .
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
I. Addenda: Newly rep or ted postmarks supplementing the listi ngs in U.S . Route and Station
Agent Postmarks by C. L. Towle , published by the Mo bile Post Office Society , 1986 .

ROUTE AGENTS - WATERWAY

H-4- c , BLACKWATER BO AT. VA. , 24 .5 mm. , black. 1866-69 . Th is interes ting new waterway age nt
markin g was submitted by Frank Bowlin g . Jr . , in two exa mples . both moving southward to poin ts in North
Carolina . Th is riverboat usage was emp loye d fro m Franklin Depo t. Va. , 37 miles southwest of Port smouth ,
Va. , on the Seaboard & Roanoke Railroad . to Plymouth , N.C . Th e 107 mile stea mboa t route was renewed
after the Civ il War in 1866 . It opera ted , in order. southward from Frank lin. on the Blackwater River . into the
Nottoway River. into the Chowan River. thence into Albemar le Sound . reach ing Plymouth . N.C .. via a
short run on the Roanoke River. Contract number was # 5305 in 1866 , three trips per wee k. with pay me nt of
$2.354. In 186 7 Route 5050 with two trips at sa me payment ; thereaft er operating three trip s per week on
contract route 5037 . wit h paym en t of $2 .000 in 1868 . $2.600 for 1869-1 87 1 period . and $4 .000 start ing in
1872 . In 1867 E . T . Murfre was mail rout e messenge r and in 1869 E. B. Dozier he ld same position . ln 1871
W . K. Hammond sho ws as route agent . bu t in addition to the boat run ex tended his trip over the Seaboard &
Roanoke R.R . to and from Portsmouth . Va . At present we have no idea if this postmark was employe d on
mail moving in both directi on s . Th is postm ark was evidently succeeded by H-4-a (PORTS . & PL YM .
AGT .) in ea rly 1870s .

M-1 5-g2 , N .O . & V.M .L. R.R . . 25 .5 mm , black. Banknote . A new variety of the New Orleans & Vicksburg
Mail Line River Route postm ark employed on 39 7 mile Mississ ippi River steamboat run . Thi s marking
found on a cover to Natchez . Mi ss . . with ma nusc ript direct ion by wr iter . "per R. S . Lee ." the famo us racing
riverboat.
ROUTE AGENTS - RAILROAD

350-K-2 . A . & G . R.R . • 25 .5 mm . • blue , 1871 . (Wide spac ing of R.R. ) A new vari ety and co lor . employed
on rout e over Atlan tic & Gu lf R .R . from Savann ah. Ga. . to Live Oak. FI. The 180 mi le line south through
Georgia was co mpleted in 1867-1 86 8.

330-H- I, AT . T ENN. & OHIO R.R . , 26. black . 1879 . A completely new and differcnttype for thi s 49 mile
route from Charlotte to Statesville . N.C. Line was torn up during Civ il wa r to get badl y needed rail for other
rail roads . but was finally restored to serv ice Jun e 22. 187 1.

40 -1-1 , BENNINGTON R.R .. 26 mm .• black . late 1860 s . Th is unu sual type of new ly reported Vermont
route agent postmark is difficult to ass ign , as thi s one exa mple repo rted has no indication of ori gin . but
carries a Sco tt U .S . # 88 tied . and is addr essed to Cambridge port . Mass. In all likel ihood . it originated o n the
rai lroad from Rutland to North Ben nington. Vt. , 53 miles in length. with a 1.5 mile bra nch to the town of
Benni ngto n. This rai lroad was opened Ju ly 1852 , and the branch into Benningto n in 1854 . It was operated by
many compa nies : (I) 1852 , We stern Vermont R.R . ; (2) 1857 . Troy & Boston R.R . (Lease) ; (3) [867 .
Bennington & Rut land R.R . ; and (4) 1870 . Harlem Extension R.R. It was also leased to the Centra l Vermont

R.R. for a sho rt period in 1867 . Unde r one of the many ex istences of this railroad it is possib le the rout e agent
may have used the Bennington R.R . postmark , most likely No. 3 . If the stamp was a late usage there co uld be
two other possible routes o f use . so this ass ignment must be co nsidered tentative .

755-Y-I . C H. & S .W.R .R .• 26 .5 mm .. blue . 1876. A new type for this route ove r the Chicago &
South western R. R. . ex tend ing 32 1 miles from Wi lton Jct. , la. • to Lea ven worth. Ks. Rai lroad organized and
con structi on begu n in 1869 . with line co mpleted August 187 1.

7 11-G- I. DE . & ST .L.R .R.. 25 .5 mm .. black , Banknote . Anoth er new type for the Wab ash . St. Loui s &
Paci fic R .R . rou te from Decatur. II. . to St. Loui s . Mo . . 110 miles . Line completed in 1870 .

88-B-6 . HO USATONIC R.R . . 32 .5 mm ., red-orange . 1850 . T his is a complete tracing sho wn for part ial
exampl e in orig ina l book . Th e Housatonic R.R . chartered in Co nnecticut May 1836 and line finall y
co mple ted from Brid gep ort . Ct. , to Pittsfield . Ma . . 110 miles. Dec . 29 . 1849 . Exa mple from letter sent from
Brookfie ld to New Haven . C t. . on Oct. 14 , 1850 .
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PLATE II

ROUTE AGENT POSTMARKS

H-4-c M-15-g2

755-Y-l

350-K-2

711-G- l

330-H-l

88-B-6

465-L-l 481- R- l 526-R-l

910-A-2
82-A-2

401-F-2

SWRR
WAY

360-D -l 114-0-2
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465-L-I , H. & T .C.R .R ., 26.5 rnrn. , black , Banknote. Route agent postmark from main line of Houston &
Texas Central R.R . , Houston -Bremond. Tx. ,67 miles, completed in 1870 .

481-R - I , I. & GRT . N. R.R . , 26. 5 mm., black. Banknote. A new type of agent postmark used on 18 1 mile
railroad from Palestine to Austin, Tx., 181 miles, completed in 1876. The Internationa l & Grea t Northern
R.R . was formed by co nsolida tion of International R.R . and Houston & Great Northern R.R . Sept. 22,
1873.

526-R- I , Mem . & Ohio R.R ., Jul y 6/60, 63 x 18.5 mm. manuscrip t in two lines, black ink. On letter to
Paris, Tn . Memphis & Ohio R.R . chartered Dec . 5, 1853, as Nashville & Memph is R.R . Name changed
1854, with construc tion starting same year. Completed Memphi s to Humboldt, Tn.. Feb . I, 1859. and entire
Memphi s-Paris-Cl arksville line in Tennessee being completed March 3 1, 1861 .

910-A- 2, M.R .FT.S . & G . R.R . , 26 rnrn. , black , Banknote . A new variety of this postmark used by route
agent between Kansas City and Baxter Springs, Mo. , 160 miles. Railroad company organized Oct. 20,
1868, and line completed May 2, 1870 .

82-A-2, N.L. W . & Palme r R.R . , 5 cts., black ink. A new type two line manuscript for this route on coverto
Montreal with U.S . 5 cent 1847 with X pen-cancel. The New London, Willim antic & Palmer R.R . began
construction Jul y 30, 1848 , opened to Willi mantic , Ct ., Nov. 15, 1849. and reached Palmer, Ma ., 65 miles ,
Sept. 20, 1850 .

40 I-F-2 , Selma. R. & D. R. R. , 25 .5 rnrn. , black , 187 1. A new variety of this marking used on 237 miles
route from Dalton , Ga., to Selm a , AI. The Selma , Rome & Dalton R.R. rail line was opened June I , 1870 .

360-D- I , S W R R 1WAY , 2 lines , black , 1866 , (Way marking). This is a new illustration for that in original
catalog, adding a seco nd R for " Railroad" which shows faintly in a newly reported example.

114-0-2 , U.S .EXPRESS MAIL , 30 mm. . red . 1846 . For quite a while the fact that there were four U.S .
Express Mail age nts on the Alb any-Auburn -Buffalo. N. Y. route, with only one postmark reported , has been
a concern. Now , finally , after check ing many examples appearing in auctions we have located a second type
with minor , but dist inctly dif ferent , letter spacings around the outer rim. Th is 298 mile line was a very busy
mail line and we strongly bel ieve that. at a minimum. at least two more types should be found for this route.

Your Editor wishes to thank Messrs. Call , Clark , Ertzberger , Leet , Mason , Nettleship
and Rotteck for their fine ass istance .
CLASSIFIED
WANTED: POSTMARKERS, POSTAL AR
TIFACTS . Se nd LSASE for illus t rated list of
items bo ught a nd tr aded to Dr. Sc hee r, 18
E. Rose m o nt, Ale xand ria , VA 22301 .

POST OFFICE SEALS WANTED. S cott
listed "OX" num bers of t he U.S . a nd po s
sessions wanted on a nd off cover. S h ip for
immediate cas h offe r. I pay po stage both
way s . Ka rlin (A. P.S.). 142 4 S hee ps head
Bay Ro a d (Suite 2421. Bro o kly n , N.Y.
11235.

OFFICIALS, 18 73 ·1 88 4, Covers, T r ia l
Colors, Variet ies, Exhibition Material. Will
Buy or Trade. Bo b Markovits, Box 891,
Middletown, N.Y. 10940.

USED POSTAL STATIONERY, 12¢ up, esp.
90¢, including Mint , Proofs . Send net
priced. Bob Ma rkov its , Box 891 , Middle

.town, N.Y. 1094 0 .

WANTED: DANISH WEST INDIES posta l
h istory (1874-191 7) . Ro n Trosclair. 1713
Live Oa k si.. Meta irie , LA 70005 .

WANTED : Covers , pic t u re postcards,
reg ist ry rece ipts posta lly used s ma ll to wn s
Nev. , Ariz. LEP, Bo x 17463, Hol ida y, UT
841 17.

POSTMASTER G EN ERA L REPORTS 
1841-6; 61-2; 63-4 ; 65-6. $6. 50 each, $24 all
four. Postage $1 .25. DIB Ente rp ris e s , Bo x
18032C S, Cleveland, Ohio 44118.

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA advertising ite ms
wanted : covers, postcards, trade cards, a ll
advertising memorabilia. Myron Huffman,
12409 Wayne Trace, Hoagland, Ind . 46745.

YOUR AD HERE FOR SOC A LINE.
Send payment to : Robert L. Toth,
10015 Vista Dr., North Royalton, OH 44133.
Next Dead line Sept. 15.
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Private Treaty, References Please

Postal History
Auctions

Without a doubt the most elite of fancy designs of a
Stampless Cover Collection would be covers with the fancy
Eagle devices as Illustrated above. There are, In all, around
a dozen or so of these markings, some being town markings
from places Per Ins Mills, Ohio and Upper Dublin, Pennsylvania
and some are Name-of-Boat Markings like Steamer Cote
Joyeuse and finally the Independent Mall and Local Delivery
markings of Hale & Co. and Cummings Express. One would
trUly be hard-pressed to acquire Just one example of each In
any condition as there are probably less than 6 to 8 known of
anyone. The Hale marking Illustrated above Is one of these
rarities and the first I've ever owned. It came to our firm as
part of a small original find of Brooklyn covers. There were
two of these Hale covers Included. The markings are all
derived from a "stock" device which allowed for changes In
the center. They were principally In use In the 1840's with
some being used later. New finds are being made virtually
every day. This one came from a coin dealer who must have
secured them from an old Brooklyn family. We were pleased
to have these covers pass thru our hands and Into collections
where they will be appreciated.

.L ROBERTG.

"'(·~o~~~~ANN
540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township

Annual AuctIon Subscription $15
N.J. 07470

Our Experience Will Make a Difference for You
Chronicle 139 I August 1988 I Vol. 40 , No.3 205



THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER. Assoc. Editor
BREMEN CLOSED MAIL BY ARIEL
RICHARD F. WINTER

In June 1857, the seco nd of two five-year contracts with the Ocean Steam Nav igation
Company to ca rry mail s from New York to Bremen ex pired . Steams hips Washington and
Herm ann o f th at line had been making mail voy ages since the inau gur al voyage of
Washington in Jun e 1847. ge nera lly on a monthl y basis. The Postm aster Ge nera l d id not
renew the multi -year co ntrac t as the Co ngress ional mood was to redu ce the subs idies awa rded
to the ocean steams hip co mpanies . Co ngress favo red arra nge ments where by the steamship
lines would be co mpe nsated , on a trip basis , for the lett ers actually carried. ' Th e Ocean
Steam Navigat ion Co mpa ny declin ed an offer of this type becau se the compensation wo uld
be conside rably less than tha t which they had received under the ea rlier multi-year co ntract
subs idy . Th ey ins isted on a renewal of their previou s co ntrac t. Instead , the Postm aster
General awa rded a tempor ary co ntract to Co rne lius Vanderbilt who operated the Vand erb ilt
European line of ocean stea ms hips. Th e co ntract was fo r one year to co ntinue the monthly
mail serv ice to Brem en , co mpe nsation for which would be the U.S . inland and sea postage on
the mail s ca rried .2 Vand erbilt had been operating a stea ms hip service to Havre , France , from
New York at his own ex pe nse since April 1855. He mad e one round voyage to Bremen in
1856 and two in 1857 before the temporary co ntract bec ame operati ve. Later , after the
one-year temporary contract was finished he was awarded four additional trip contrac ts to
Bremen to co mplete calenda r yea r 1858. In all, the Vand erbilt European Line made 15 round
voy ages to Bremen carryin g mail s. 3 Th ere should have been a 16th round voyage in late 1858
and that is the subject of thi s report.

On 30 Octob er 1858 , Ariel, under Ca pta in Ludl ow , departed New York on the line ' s last
co ntrac t mail voyage to Brem en via Southampton and Havre . The stea mship carried 5, 09 1
letters for Hannover and I , I39 letters for Bremen as show n in Figure I , a co py of the record
from the Bremen State Postal Archives." Ariel arri ved at Havre on 19 November, but
proceeded no far the r . En route to Ha vre , Ca pta in Ludl ow dec ided to land all the mail s at
Havre and not proceed to Brernerhaven , the port city for Bremen , "bec ause there was no hope
of finding passen gers in Brem en for the return voyage .'? Due to this arbitra ry action , the
mails for Brem en had to be se nt overland by rail via Ostend , Belg ium , and Aachen, Pru ssia .
Still in close d mail bags , this speci al "closed mail" arri ved at Bremen on 2 1 Nove mber 1858.6

Th e Vande rbilt Euro pean Lin e was liabl e for the transit fees incurred by this precipitate ac tion
of Ariel' s capt ain . Th e amo unt of $346 .28 was dedu cted from the U. S . payment to the

I . A Co ng ress iona l Ac t of 14 Ju ne 1858 formali zed the moo d of Co ngress with legislation tha t " it sha ll
not be lawfu l for the Postmaster Ge nera l to make any stea ms hip or othe r new co ntrac t for carrying ma ils on
the sea for a lon ger peri od than tw o years. nor for any other co mpe nsation than the sea and inland po stage on
the mails so tran sp ort ed " (Annual Report of the Postmaster General for 1858).

2. Annual Report of the Postmaster General for 1857.
3. Vand erbilt Euro pean Lin e steamships em ployed on the Brem en ma il route were Ariel (7 RIY ). North

Star (5 RIY ). Northern Light (2 RIY). and Vanderbilt ( I RIY).
4. Co pies o f documents fro m the Brem en State Postal Arc hives have bee n provided by Wol fgan g

Diesner, Brcrn en /K oeln.

5 . History of the Bremen Sta te Post . Chapter 22: " Pos tal Rela tion s with the Un ited States of Ame rica,"
Geschichte der Bremischen Landespost by Chris tian Piefke , 194 7 . translat ed by Charles J . Starnes .

6. Bremen State Postal Archives, lac. cit.
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Figure 1. Bremen State Post Office reco rd relat ed to receipt of mail on 21 November 1858
from the steamer Ariel by way of France, Belgium, and Prussia. The first vertical column t o
the left show s the number of pieces of mail while the column to the right shows the number
of rates considering the weight.

Vanderbi lt European Line of the inland and sea postage for the mai ls ca rried on this voyage. 7

Th is is the amount that the Bremen Post Office had to pay to Belgium and Prussia and which
was deb ited, subsequently, to the U.S .

From two outstanding collections of Bremen postal history come exa mples of covers
carried on Ariel's interrup ted voyage . Figure 2 illustrates a letter which origin ated in
Eggertsv ille , New York , on 26 October 1858 , addresse d to Unterurbach, Wiirttemberg . The
letter was sent unpaid. The New York Exchange Office applied the black circular datestamp
"N.YORK U.S .PKT. 14 Oct 30" to show the letter would be includ ed in the Bremen mails

7. Nationa l Archive s, Wash ington, D.C. Postmaster General' s Orders ("lournals" J. Record Group
28 . Vo145 . p. 24 1. en try for 29 October 1859 stating "deducting the sum of$346 .28 paid by the Brem en Post
Office to Belg ium & Prussia for trans it postage on mail s for Bre me n landed at Hav re by the ' Arie l' in
November 1858 ."
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Figure 2. Unpaid envelope from Eggertsville. N.Y.• 26 October 1858 to Wurttemberg. New
York debit ed Bremen 14 cents in black "N. YORK U.S.PKT.14 Oct 30" datestamp. Bremen
marked blue "24/9 Kr.R AMERICA/UBER/BREMEN." Wurttemberg marked 33 kruezer post
age due in blue pen. (Salm collection).

made up for the 30 October 1858 mail sailing of Ariel. The " 14" cents expressed in the
postmark was the U .S . debi t aga inst Bremen for U.S. inland and sea postage on the 22 cent
rate to Wiirttemberg by American packet under the 1853 Bremen Treaty. The letter was
placed in a clo sed mail bag which was not opened until it reached Bremen . Here the blue
handstamp "24/9 KrR . AMERICA/U BER/BREMEN" was applied to the letter showi ng 24
Rheini sch kreu zer was due for transit fees to and through Bremen and 9 kreuzer for transit
fees to Wiirttemberg by the Thurn & Taxis Posts. This use of blue for this markin g is most
unusual as, on every other exam ple seen by the author, the co lor is red . Wiirttemberg restated
the total postage due of 33 kreuzer in blue ink. Transit markin gs on the reverse of the cover
show the letter passed through Frankfurt on 23 November 1858 and presumably reached its
destination very shortly thereafter . The cover shows a manuscript "2 1 cts" in the upper right
corner which was probably put there by the postmaster of Egge rtsv ille to indicate a desire tha t
the letter go by British open mail and an American pack et from New York . Since the letter

Figure 3. Envelope f rom New York. 30 October 1858. to Brem en. paid 10 cents in cash . New
York cred ited Bremen 1 cent in red " N.YORK 1 U.S.PKT. PAID Oct 30" datest amp. (Diesner
collection).
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was unpa id and had no routi ng instruc tions written on it, the New York postmaster cou ld put
the letter in the next outgoing German mail which happened to be the Vanderbilt steamer for
Bremen.

The second cover, Figure 3, shows a fully prepaid letter or igina ting in New York on 30
October 1858 addressed to Bremen . The single, internat ional rate of 10 cents to Bremen
under the 1853 Bremen Treaty was prepaid. The New York Exc hange Office credited
Bremen with I cen t in the red " N.YO RK I U.S .PKT .PAID Oct 30" datestamp. The U.S .
retained 5 cen ts inland and 4 cents sea postage on this letter. There are no transit markings on
this or the previously described letter showing the landing in France or the passage through
Belgium and Prussia because the letters were in closed mai l bags. Only know ledge of the
events which caused the unusual routing of the Bremen mai ls on this one voyage separates
these two covers from the thousands of others that trave lled the more normal route directly to
Bremen.
1T&"iYIlJD)OO For PHILATELISTS, NUMISMATISTS, EPHEME RISTS,
li0TI&J])]E ARCHIVISTS, COLLECTORS AND SAVERS.

PROfECTIVE POUCHES • dimensionally stable,
The clear, strong, Inetr:t, "Mylar"*Type 0 only.
. use is Dupon stllm we • Pouches for Phi latelic covers.

0 (215) 566·7067 • Pouches for page & document protection.

!--T~0~;M~~C:;~~~~-1 • "TUCK'S T'S " · ~ Pouches and Sleeves for cover
, PO Box406' : mounting on pages without adhesives.

t__~~~~~~~~~:._. j • Folders and Pouches for document preservation.
- WYlAIl- .S'" TRADE /11..... ( Of OUI'OMT - -TUCKS rs -IS '" TRADE .....lOf TAYlOfl·.....Df PAr APPliED fOil
U.S. #17, GEM, used
PRO Cert .

x Neinken, Knapp

U.S. # 76 • Outstanding PAIR
PRO Cert .

Blue "t arget " cancels

U.S. #73" . GEM mint. o.g.
PRO Cert.
x - Rorke

SUPERB Quality 19th Century Stamps
of the United States.

"Q uality is our ONL Y Business II

(305) 274-4066 JRallrl.al!
P.O. Box 56·1593, Miami, FL 33256-1593

Members: APS
USPCS
ASDA
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The 1861 Imperforates. Complete. Price $38.500.

We offer hereoneof the greatrarities in U.S. philately, theonlycomplete setof 1861 Imperforates
known tohave been offered in at leastthelast60 years. Described in theScottSpecialized Catalogue
asfollows:"Nos.65c, 68a, 69, 71 and 72 existasimperforate sheet-margin singleswith pen cancel .
They werenot regularly issued,"the 1mperforates areeven scarcerthan the 1861"August" issues,
which also were not regularly issued. (That set is listed and priced by Scottat $112,700.)

Priced at $38,500, this offer will represent your last opportunity to possess this unique setwith an
incomparable combination of rarity, superior quality,desirability, and investment potential. In the
onlytwo similar offerings - whichwere dispersed - one value wasmissing and onlythe five cent
wasunused; in this complete setoften,theone, two, fiveand ninetycents areunused. All stamps also
are accompanied by Philatelic Foundation Certificates.

We are, andhavebeenfor many years, consultants andadvisors in the formation anddisposition of
manyprominentholdings. We areheretoadvise youonyourphilatelic purchases, weareprepared to
makea very generous offer for your major collection or individual rarity, and we invite serious
inquiries along either of these lines.

M~TIN
#-..... MENAKER

ASSOCIATES

Austin Menaker Philip Kamil
(212) 734-0898 (212) 564-7550

Box 20436CC, Cherokee Station
New York, N.Y. 10028

Classics Society, Collectors Club of New York
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 137

Figure 1a. Cuba to Barcelona, Spain, 1874.

A cover from Cuba to Spain, first show n in the February issue, appea rs ag ain as Figures
l a and lb. The promised comments which follow are pro vided by Dick Winter in co l
laboration with Charles Starne s.

Figure 1b. Reverse of Figure 1a.

The probl em cover from Cuba to Barcelona , Spain , (1874 ) pre sent ed in the February
1988 Chro nicle involves some very diffi cult rates to und erstand . Thi s cover is one of a
number of covers from the same corres pondence, all with mixed franking of U.S . and Cuban
stamps applied in Cuba. Charles Starnes and I have ca refully examined his photocop y record s
of a number of the cove rs from this correspondence and can point out a few fact s from this
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examinatio n, none of which will permit a co mplete analysis of th is cover , but which may be
of interest to the reade rs. From there I wi ll provide some information on the rates ava ilable at
the tim e these lett ers we re posted . We ca n offer ex planations of the routing of the letter and
the rates that sho uld have been effec tive , but wi ll offer no ex planation for the pay me nts
ac tua lly made on these covers .

Starnes 's photocop y rec ords , along with the problem cover present ed by Scott Ga lla
ghe r , total seven covers spa nning the period November 1874 to Ju ly 1875. Fro m Bob Stone
we know that more covers from this co rres ponde nce ex ist , but we have not been able to
ex ami ne them . The letters are all addressed to Se nior D . Francisco Qu adrado of Barcelon a ,
Spa in. Each lett er has a manu scr ipt , informationa l sta teme nt on the lett er face , probabl y
made by the rec ipient, which indi cates the letter co ntained a duplicate of ea rlier correspond
ence . Th ese manuscript mark ings are dated and therefore es tablish the year of each cover
even whe n the re are no post office ma rkings that do so . Eac h cover has a local pay men t in
Cuba n stamps of e ithe r 50 or 2 x 50 peseta placi ng eac h of the letters in the less than I ounce
we ight ca tegory . Four of the lett er s we re sent from New York in the North German Union
mails d irec tly to Hamburg or Brem en for transport to Spa in. Three letter s were sent from New
York by Bri tish mail s via Eng land and France to Spain. It is quite easy to ide ntify the routing
of these letters . The lett ers via Germa ny all have a large handstamp "Wfr ," struck in
Germany , for Weitelf ranco or "paid beyond " Germany. The covers by the route throu gh
Eng land and Fra nce we nt in the ope n mails to London and show London date stamps on the
cover face and no " W fr" markin g . One exception is a Ju ly 1875 cover via England and France
which doesn 't show the London date stamp, but we cannot see the markin gs on the reve rse of
the cover to co nfirm it is not there . Th is cover does not have the "Wfr" marking .

Du rin g the peri od of these covers, there were three treaties through wh ich the mai ls
co uld have been se nt via the U. S . The U.S.-British Treaty provided for mail s th rough the
U .S . ful ly paid to Spa in with the Briti sh accounting to the U.S . 10 cent s per sing le lett er for
the tran sit from Cuba . S ince the Bri tish were already accounting to the U.S. for 2 ce nts, the
Cuba transit resulted in an 8 ce nt rate increase . A seco nd operative treaty was the U.S .-North
German Union Treaty . Th is trea ty specifically added 7 ce nts per 15 grams to the intern at ional
rate for the Cuba n tran sit. Fully pa id rates to Spa in were incl uded . T he last treaty was one
und er which we have see n no covers . Thi s was the U.S .-Belgian Treaty which specified that
10 cents per 15 gra ms was to be added to the intern at ional rate for the transit from Cuba. Fully
paid rates to Sp ain we re also possib le . The fo llowing tabl e shows the e ffec tive rates from
Cuba and the cre d it amo unts to be applied at New Yor k:

British Treat y NGU Treaty Belgian Treaty
Rate Credit Rate Credit Rate Credit

O- IOgm 24 12 18 5 24 6

10- 15gm 36 24 18 5 30 12

15-20gm 48 24 36 10 48 12

20-30gm 60 36 36 10 54 18

30-40gm 72 36 54 15 72 18

40 -45gm 90 54 54 15 78 24

No te : The NG U Treaty tabl e is calculated for the direct rate to Ge rma ny and not the closed ma il via

Eng land rate . O ne ce nt per 15 gra ms should be added to the total ra te fo r the latter case . No change in the
cred it markings is req uired . Th e Bel gian Trea ty tab le is ca lculated for the closed mail via Eng land rate and
not the di rec t rate to Bel giu m . Two ce nts per 15 grams sho uld be subtrac ted fro m the tota l rate fo r the latte r

case . No cha nge in the cred it mar kin gs is requ ired .

It would appear that a ll of the covers from the Quad rado co rres ponde nce we re overpa id,
so me co ns iderably . This is not surprising as the rates we re quit e co mplex . Since the desi red
routing or treaty was not specified on the letters , New York wo uld send the m by the most
ex peditious route for which there was suffic ient prepay me nt. Th e cover in Chronicle 137
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departed New York on the North German Lloyd steamer Hohenstaufen on 2 1 November
1874 and arrived with the other British mails at Southampton on 3 December 1874 . An Inman
Line steamer left New York on this same day, but carried no contract mai ls. London applied
the circular PAID datestamp the next day and the circular PO marking . New York had
marked " 24/2" in red crayon to show a 24 cent credit to G .B. and that the letter was two rate s
or between 15-30 grams . If this letter weighed 20-30 grams then three rate s would apply for
calculating the total amount as the French transit charges changed each 7Yz grams . The
Cubans con sidered the letter to require two rates also as 100 peseta was prepaid for loca l fees .
One of the two "2" markings in red crayon probably was app lied here .
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 138

Figure 2. Cove r, Helsi nki to M innesota , 1869 .

Figure 2 shows a cover from Finland to the U.S . in 1869 with serpentine rouletted
adhesives totalling 108 pennia. Several other covers from this same correspondence were in
exhibits at FINLANDIA '88, ju st completed , and an answer came from Christian Sundman ,
who was Preside nt of tha t splendid international exhibition. Mr. Sundman writes:

The 28 + 80 pen cover is very interesting, and I am glad to be able to inform you of the
following:

It was possib le to calculate rates to the U.S .A . in different ways , depending on the route .

Figure 3. Registered cover,
New Yor k t o Vi bo rg, 1891.
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As you ca n see from the cover the letter has been posted in Helsingfors (Helsinki), and it
has arr ived to the U.S .A. by ship via St. Petersburg and Breme n. That was the cheapest way .
28 pen . was the dom estic rate , 80 pen. extra for the fore ign rate, 108 pen. in total , for a single
weight lett er.

It is perh aps of interes t to notice that the Russian handstamp is dated in the Julian
calendar , where the di fference to the Gregorian one was 12 days after in the last century, being
today 13 . The difference is thus grow ing by I day per 100 years .

Sweden-F inland had started to use the Gregorian calendar in 1753 and Finland was able to
cont inue it together with the western world although it was the Grand Duchy of Russia from
1809 to 1917 . Russia turn ed to the Gregorian time j ust after the revo lution in 1918.

Figure 4. Registered cover,
Philadelphia to Viborg, 1895.

------ --- - - - - _... • .._.• .. ...

Figure s 3 and 4 show Registered cove rs between Finland and the U.S .A. We have a
good analysis of both from Warren R. Bower, who writes :

Though it was possible then to send a regis tered letter short paid from the NYC PO , in
practice it was seldom done. So I assumed the rate was OK before checking them via P.O .
Guid e of 1894.

Fig . 3: 5¢ postage and IO¢ for regis tration is correct. I can' t read the cancels well, but it
appears that lett er was mail ed at NY C P.O . Branch "0."

Fig. 4: PO Gu ide usuall y lists Finland rates under Russia, so you have to find the
Finland-Russia conversion factor. Ratesf rom Russia or Finland to US then were 5¢ (US) for

S. Hedf)(rrg.

l
Figure 5. Sandy, Utah . to Helsingfor, 1881.
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postage and 5¢ (US ) for registra tion. and the Finland pen rate wa s 50 pe n. = 10¢ (US) . so letter
was fully paid . (A return Finland receipt would have bee n another 5¢ (25 pen .) more . 10K
(Russia) = 25 pen . = 25 em = 5¢ (US) . So: Fig . 3 & 4 rate s fully pa id .

Figure 5 shows a cover from Utah to Helsinki and as member Carl F. Braden , Sr ., points
out, the date cannot be 1881 , or else the cover has been faked becau se the 2¢ stamps were not
issued until 1883 . A chec k with the ow ner of the cover disclosed the yea r of usage as 1886 ,
based on a N. Y. C . transit marking on the back. The date in the cds was n' t full y struc k.
Visi ting Finland and examining covers at FINLANDIA '88 was instruc tive, as President
Christian Sundma n ex plained that Swe dish was, and still is , the other officia l langu age of
Finland. He sa id that in the last century more Finnish letters were written in Swedish than in
that country's first langua ge . He exp lains that "ANK" is the abbreviation for the Swedish
word "ankommit" and is frequently seen da ted as an arriva l marking . The Eng lish word
"i nco ming" sounds and see ms similar.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 6a. Austria to New York in 1851.

Since the last issue , New York dealer John A. Fox has died . I had known him since 1959
and he was a source of interesting covers , some of them co ntroversia l. To man y, he was the
best known for Co nfederate States of Amer ica covers; but he dea lt in other item s. Fig ures 6a
and 6b show a cover from Fox sent from Austria to the U .S .A. in 1851 and bear ing a nicely
tied 9 Kre uzer adhesive . The transit mark ings on the back incl ude Neisse , 8reslau and
Aac hen. Ca n any reader explain the many markin gs on the front ?

N ~ , . J

Figure 6b. Reverse of Figure 6a cover.

Send your answers and ideas or sugges tions for new materi al within two wee ks after
rece ipt of your Chronicle.
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Up to $699 @ $32
$700·$999 @ $40
$ 1.000·$2 .000 @ $60
$2.000-$5.000 @$ 100
$5.000-$25.000 @$ 150
Over $25.000 @$200

Some of the Best Names
in the Business .

sented with names you'Il
recognize.

Not All Expertizers Sign Their Names.
But All Ours Do. And Within 60 Days. Guaranteed.

~, last . A" alternative
for validating. con

fi rming, and expertizing off
cover U.S. stamps and pos
tal stationery. At Profes-

19th Cen tury
J. Randall Shoemaker
David Cha mp agne
Rich ard E. Drew s
Richard Champagne
Albe rt C hang
Larry Bustillo
Ph il Ban sn er
Perry Sap per st ein
W E Amon ett e
J.A. Farrington
G rill ed Iss ues 1&67-70
C.W. Christian
J. Westo n Smit h
Richa rd E. Drews
David Cha mpagne
Stephe n Kna pp

Postage Dues
Lew is Kaufm an
Richard Cha mpagne
Albert Cha ng

~:r~i~ ~~:,ig~~I~e
Lewi s Kau fma n
David Champag ne
Albert Chang

~1~~r~t~Ci~~r\.~~~leHx
Fancy Cance ls
Rich a rd C. Fra jola
Edwa rd Hines
Enve lopes/Wrappers/
Postcards
8i\1 M aisel
Charles E. Hoffer

Classic Plating Shanghai Ov pt's Confederate States

f~~~d~ I~~h~!~~k:r ~~bJ:;;r.~fch ael h~~:~~:. ~r~~~ers)
Stanley Piller Newspaper/Periodica l Jack E. Molesworth

~~~' i~IC~~~~agn(' ;~;~:t ~ah~~ga n ~~~~r~:&mrt~tel
Don Tocher Proofs /Essays B. Duma ine
20th Century Phil Ban sner Ed Kett enbrin k
Lewis ~au fman Larry Bustillo Coil Issues
Tom Vaillancour t Joe Kirker Richard Cha mpagne

~:~~da~~~:\~~~~k ~:~~~~~~~;~ 6~~ii~ ~~~~;;gne
Richard Cha mpagne Private venjing Coils Albert Chan,g
Airmail Issues Larry Cohen Specia l Deli very
Joe Kirker Richard Champagne Lewis Kaufman
Lewis Kaufman Albe rt Chang Tom Vaillancour t
Tom Vaillancourt David Champag ne Phil Ban sner
Phil Ban sner Allen Hofsetz

Henr y Ga bie - Postal Hx
JR Shoema ker
Officials
Ph il Bansner
Lewis Kauf man
Albert Cha ng
Richard Champag ne
Revenues
Richard Friedber g
Eric Jackson
J. Bulkley

~~r~~~~~~~~~k
EFO's
Larry Bustillo
Marvi n Frey
B. Dumaine

sional, your certificate will
be validated and signed by
at least 3 professional phi
latelists who are leading
industry specialists in the
area of your submission.

Collect ively, they repre
sent over 1500 years of
expertise, including more
than 350 published articles
and 8 books . They've been
recognized with over 140
national awards, including
more than 40 gold awards.
and 12 international gold
medals.

At Professional. every
important area is repre
sented with names you'lI
recognize.

With Professional. you get
the best of both worlds:
impeccablejudgment at a
small price.

Just call or send an SASE
for more information. We'll
mail you an application. Fill
it out and return with your
submission, along with a
nominal fee, based on your
valuation, plus the postal
registration. Within 60
days, you'll receive a color
photographic certificate
with Professional's opinion
and the names of the exam
ining philatelists.

The Value Speaks
for Itself,

Expertise and Secu rity.
For maximum security.
your stamps are insured for
their replacement value at
all times and stored on-site
in a climate-controlled bank
vault.

You couldn't ask for
more: the names of 3 spe
cialists on your certificate,
60-day turnaround (average
processing is under 29
daysl) , and security dur ing
the process.

The next time you want
prompt. competent
expertizing, turn to the
Professionals .. . who are
proud to sign their names.

Southpark Execut ive Center
12651 South Dixie Highway, Suite 326

~l iam i . Florida 33156. USA
(305) 252-8289
216 Chronicle 139 I August 1988 I Vol. 40. No. 3



I I I AUCTIONING
INTERNATIONALLY

Harmers International, through the close liaison of our two
active houses on three continents, will meet your need for
top results with an international mailing list.

Everything you need to know about disposing of your phila
telic property and the many unique services offered by
Harmers are detailed in our brochure "Philatelic Selling" - it
is yours for the asking.

Complete the coupon and return it today!

f'H;;;n:r:-ofN:wY;;kln;" - - - - - - - - --
I 14 East 33rd Street. New York. NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532 ·370 0
Please send me you r brochure ,
" Philatelic Sell ing " .
I am interested in selling my collection oL .

................................ market value $ ..

NAME .

ADDRESS .

..:. .~.~. :.:.:: :.:.:: .~.~. :.:.:: .~ .~.~. :.:.:: :.:.:: .~.~. :.:.:: :.:.:: .~.~.::J

HARMERSQfNEWYORK INC.
14 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532-3700 Cable: HARMERSALE, New York
Lie. # '5 672829 . 780870

I--IARMERS of London
Stamp Auctioneers Ltd.

91, New Bond Street, London
W1A 4EH, England

CablePhistamsellondon W1 . Tel.01 629·0218
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