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Advancing
collectors
knowhow
to retreat...

When you have conquered
your chosen specialty, won the
highest awards in your field, and
find there is nothing else to purchase
because you've covered it all-maybe it's time
to retreat from your current position and advance
to another area of philately.

When that time comes, it's important to know
howto retreat from your first love. You collected it
with thought and care. Entrust it to someone who
willhandle it with the same care and attention to
detail you put into it.
At Kaufmann's we have years of experience
handling specialty collections-from our many
Confederate "name" sales to spectacular
revenue collections and original findsof British
North America. Drawon that experience when
thetimecomesto advance.
Maximize your return by offering your collection
through our lavish full color catalogs-a bench
mark in the industry. Our accurate descriptions
and generous lotting ensureyou the highest

~
OFFICIAL AUCTIONEER

. . WORLD STAMP .XPO ... ..
United States Postal Service
Nov. 17 - Dec. 3, 1989
Washington Convention Center
Washington. DC

possible return. And when you make money, we
make money.
So whenthe time comesto advance to a new
field, retreat to Kaufmann's.
If you'd like to discuss the sale of your collection,
giveme a call toll free at 1-800-424-9519. It may
be the mostprofitable call you'll ever make.

Patricia A Kaufmann
President

call toll free : 800-424-9519
In the Washington, D.C. area call 696-1600

K fjJOhnw /~
au mannA

1333H Street, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20005-4707 Inc.-..
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Thi s space is cordia lly turned over to our younges t editor, Scott Trepel , for a charm
ing piece of philatelic nostalgia .

DR. CHASE WRITES FROM ABROAD
Th rough the coo pera tion and kindness of Loui s K. Robbins, who is better known as

an auctioneer and age nt in New York City and lesser known as a co llec tor of postcards, we
are able to illustra te the pictu re and message side s of a rema rkable piece of philatelic
mem orabil ia (see accompany ing illustra tions). The gro up pictured on the card is the staff
of the military hosp ital at Orleans Loiret dur ing World War 1. At the very center of the sec
ond row, with nurses at ei ther side, is Dr. Ca rro ll Chase, who served as a M ajor in a medi 
cal unit during the war. Th ough difficult for some to see witho ut magn ification, the stu
dious, bespectacled features of the late Dr. Chase, a pioneer in the study of our classic
postage stamps, are unmi stakabl e and perfectly suited for a man who spent so much of his
time examining the minute detail s of engrave d stamps, in order to recon struct the original
plates ' layout s. Dr. Chase 's work has been ju stifi abl y called the basis upon which all later
U.S. ph ilatelic studies were mod eled .

Even more fasc inating than the image on this card is the message. Dr. Cha se, in the
mid st of World War I, writes to Ern est R. Jacobs, the Chicago phil ateli st who played a ma
jor role in the forma tion of the Saul New bury collec tion. The content is purely philatelic,
and one can almos t hear the distant thund er of cannon fire as Dr. Chase breaks from his
duti es to indul ge in a bit of stamp gossip. On December 15, 1917, he writes :

See if yo u can pick me out of this bunch . It was taken the other day agai nst the hospital
here. Write and give me a bit of stamp news. What kind of 1O¢ recut s d id yo u get in the
Worthington sale. I' ve not had much luck pickin g up stuff here. Go t a 24¢ '69 on cove r for
Mac Bride, and a block of 12 3¢ '51 used for yours truly. Larges t used bloc k I' ve seen.

Best Regards, Carro ll Chase
Chronicle 141 I February 1989 I Vol. 4 1, No.1 7
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There must be more postcards and letters from Dr. Chase and other outstanding, de
ceased philatelic authoriti es. Anyone who possesses such memorabilia is encouraged to
share some of the more significant examples with Chronicle readers. The writer thanks
Louis K. Robbin s for sharing this postcard and Torbjom Bjork for his photographic work.

Scott R. Trepel
Paper Restoration and Conservation
Professional repair and improvement ofphilatelic material.

• rem oval of stains, soiling and foxing •
• tear repair· deacidification •

• missing paper restored •

All work perfo rmed with the high est degree of in tegrit y and respect for the uniqu ene ss of
th e it em . Phila teli c referen ces available.

Inquiries or items for quotat ion may be directed to:
NANCY POLl

RD1 Box 1779, Saylorsburg, PA 18353
(717) 992·2770
PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative philatelic literature: US, CSA, GB, Maritime, Forgeries, GB and the Empire.

Books from over 1()() publishers in stock.

96 page Stock Catalog $2,00 pp , free with order .

mlOUlSVIUl: a

Our Own Publications:
Postal Histo ry of Indiana, two volumes, Postal History of The Forwarding

1100 pages 1976 $75.00 Agents $35.00

U.S. Lette r Rates to Foreign Destinations, CSA Philatelic Subject Index and
1847 to GP U·UPU. . . . . • . . .. . ...... • $27.50 Bibliography 1862·1984 .•. . . . ....... $45.00

Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Post Pri vate Ship Letter Stamps of the World,
of 1894 $50.00 Vol. 1·3 . ... .... ... . . .. •. . ... ..... $110.00

LEONARD H . HARTMANN P.O . Box 36006, Louisville, Ky 40233, (502) 451-0317
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WilliamA. Fox Auctions, Inc.
Has been holding Public Sales of Fine

Philatelic Material for more than 25 Years.

UNITED STATES, CONFEDERATE STATES,
WORLDWIDE STAMPS AND COVERS

Whether Consignment or Outright Purchase, we would be pleased
to include your collection in one of our fo rthcoming auctions.
Prompt Settlement exactly 45 Days from date of sale. Advances
available .

Inquiries Invited.

676 MORRIS AVENUE SPRINGFIELD, N.J. 07081
Telephone 201-467-2366
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5c Brick Red (Sc. 27)
N. Y. O cean Mail

6c Dull Pink (Sc. 159)
Fouled An chor

90c l869
(Sc. 122)

3c Red (Sc. 26)
"MILITARY
INSTITUTE"

3c 1869 Re-issue
(Sc. 125)

Wc Green ty.I (Sc. 13)
"ST EAMSH IP"

5c Red Brown (Sc. 12)
"STEAM /S H IP"

30c O range (Sc. 71)
Soldier's Head

5c Brown (Sc. I)
"STEAM"

45c rate cover to Hindustan,
wi th block of l857 Wc
ty. II-Ill and 5c 1856

imperforate, ex Neinken, Beals.

45c rate to Batavia,
Java, w ith 3c and

12c 1851 Issues

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

NEW YORK
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United States Classicsat Christie's
in March andjune

T he first half of1989 at Christie's offers collecto rs
of fine quality classic U .S. stam ps

and covers a varied and choice selection of item s.

Block of the IHHOIe Brown Orange re-issue
(Sc. 133a) from the Klein Pt. Four sale

The Walter C. Klein Collection ofUnited States
Stamps and Covers, Parts Four and Five

March 15-16
T he last two sales of the Klein series contain several hundred lot s of1845-69
Issues, divided into off-cover stam ps (Part Four) and postal histor y (par t
Five). Featured are numerous sing les in extremely fine quality and with
unusual cancellation s, pairs and strips of many rare issues, and addi tional
items from the outstanding collection of blocks. The sale of covers offers
superb quality franki ngs , unu sual postm arks and foreign mail usages. See
color preview at center of this issue.

Important United States Stamps and Covers
Including the Mark E Hopkins Collection

June 13-14
T he H op kins Collection of used stam ps and covers offers an outstanding
selection of choice quality singles and m ultip les, rare cancellations and a
com prehensive group of 1851-57 Three-cent covers. Also included in the
sale is an old-time collection of postal histor y, including postmasters' provi
sionals, foreign mail usages and major cover rarities .

Catalogs for all three sales are $24 ($8 each)
Please send check or money order to:

Christie 's Stamp Department
502 Park AVenue

N ew York, N .V. 10022
Chronicle 141 I February 1989 I Vol. 4 1. No. I I I



GUEST PRIVILEGE
POSTAGE RATES BETWEEN U.K. AND NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN 1711 to 1900

COLIN TABEART
(Continued from Chronicle 140:235)

PACKET RATES TO THE WEST INDIES, NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

1841 POD . From orto London or any place in UK exc ept Falmouth by Falmouth pkt to:
Cuba ,t 2/3d ; Curacao ,t Guadaloupe ,t Martinique ,t Porto Rico ,t St Croi x,t St
Martins, t srThomas,t Hayti, t 1I5d; 2d less from Falmouth . Anywhere in UK by
Falmouth pkt to: Br W Indies & Honduras, 11- . Anywhere in UK by Liverpool pkt
to: USA , Br N America, Bermuda , Newfoundland, 11-. All PP except to BWI,
BNA , and Bermuda.

Figure 29. Glasgow, 17 Sep 42, to Montreal, unpaid at 1/2 stg., 1/4 cy. rate, including
colonial internal postage. Columbia from Liverpool 20 Sep.

12.2.1841 Tre asury Minute Book (Post I at PO Archives). "To the Right Honourable the
Lord s Commissioners of Her Majesty' s Treasury.
My Lords,
I beg to acknowledge the receipt ofMr. Gordon' s letter of the 1st instant stating
with ref erence to the Minut e of 6 July last, your Lordships are of opinion that
parties in the Colonies of Briti sh North America should not be called upon
compulsorily to prepay the internal Colonial postage of2d on letters addressed
by them to this country, but that it should be prepaid, or not , at the option of the
sender, and if not prepaid that the additional 2d should be collected in this
country . . . it has been decided that . . . the British , or packet rate of 1/- shall be
consolidated with the Colonial rate of2d, making the total uniform charge upon a
letter conveyed direct by packet between the UK and British North America fr om
the place of despatch to that ofdestination in either country 1/2d the 1/ 2 02 , except
that letters posted at, or addressed to , the packet port ofHalifax , the rate upon
which will be 1/- only as they are not liable to internal colonial postage . . . I
have prepared and shall immediately issue the necessary instructions to post
masters and agents. " Prepayment of part of the consolidated rate not allowed.
"With respect to the Governor General' s observations on the collection by
offi cers of this Department in Canada, of the Freight Money upon letters intended
12 Chronicle 141 / February 1989 / Vol. 4 1, No . I



to be conveyed by private vessels f rom the United States to this country. in the
abolition ofwhich most irregular and unsanctioned practice Your Lordships have
f ully concurred . I beg to refer to the correspondence which has passed on this
point . and to state that I see no reason to alter the opinion I have already
exp ressed on the subjec t." Signed Lichfield.

II . 10. 1841 TW. "Letters not exceeding V20Z, brought into any of HM Colonies , at which a
post office has been or shall be es tablished by the PMG . and which not havin g
passed through any post office subordinate to the PMG , sha ll not have previou sly
been subjected to any charge of ship letter postage , there sha ll be charged and
paid , in addition to any inland postage to which such letters may be liable for
co nveyance by the post within such colonies, a sea postage of 4d. "

1.1 .1842 GPON 49/41. Royal Mail Steam Packet Co's serv ice opens. Additiona l mail s to:
Surinam 2nd; St Juan de Nic aragua , Maracaibo , Bah ia Honda, Carthagena ,
Cuba, 2/3d; BWI 1/-; FWI 1/5d ; Ch agres 1/2d . Note: the netw ork originally
included a branch line from Nassau to NY. Thi s was discontinued in Sep 1842
after only 4 voyages.

Figure 30. Manchester to Boston. 13 Feb 42. by the rare West Indies route. Paid 1/· (U.K.
packet); rated 203

/ _,; due as ship letter at New York.

I . I. 1842 TW . "By pack et boat between any port in HM Col onies or posses sion s in N or S
America , or the W Indi es , and any other port in such colonies or possession s
(without passin g through the UK ), there sha ll be charged, in lieu of the postage
now payable , a rate of 4d. " " Betwee n any port in the W Indi es or N or S America,
whether in HM Colonies or not , (but not including port s on the W coast of S
America), and any other po rt in the WI or N or S America , not in HM Co lonies or
possession s, and not passin g throu gh the UK , a British rate of 1/- ."

1.6 .1842 TW . From Spain to the W Indies or eas tern N America , by Brit ish pkt and not
passing through the UK , 2/-.

1843 POD (Southampton ). Briti sh postage via Falmouth to : Anti gua , Barbados,
Cariacou, Dominica, Grenada , Jamaica , Mont serrat , Nevi s , St Kitts , St Lucia , St
Vinc ent , Tob ago , Tort ola , Trinidad , Baham as , Berbi ce , Dem erara , Essequibo,
Honduras, C hag res, 1/- ; to Curacao, Mart iniqu e , Gu adaloupe , St Cro ix, St
Th omas , St Martin ' s , Port o Rico , Cape Hayt ien (Hay ti), St Juan (Porto Rico),
Chronicle 141 I February 1989 I Vol. 4 1. No . I 13



1/5d; Carthagena , Havana , Puerto Caballo , Santa Mart ha , St Jago da Cuba,
Tampico , Vera Cruz, 2/3d .
Via Liverpool to: USA , Halifax, Bermuda , Newfoundland , 1/-; PEl , Canada,
Nova Sco tia & New Brunswick , 1/2d.

1844 POD. As 1843 except: via So utha mpto n, not Fa lmouth; to Jamaica 1/2d (includ
ing co lonial rate of 2d) except Kingston, 1/-; St Domingo , 1/5d.

Figure 31. Montreal to Glasgow, 12 Dec 45, rated 1/2 stg. due. Via U.S. by closed mail, ef
fective previous May. Cambria from Boston 16 Dec.

5.1 . 1844 TW. Changed the inland postal progression in BNA and the BWI from sheets to
weig ht as for UK. Distance still remained, viz: up to 60 British mile s, 4d pr Yz oz ,
60- 100 mile s, 6d ; 100-200 miles , 8d; every additional 100 miles , 2d . Between
any port in the BW I and BNA by Br pkt or private ship, a sea postage of 4d.
Letters between the UK and BWI or BNA (except letters posted or de livered at the
port of arrival) an addi tional colonial rate of 2d over and above the British rate. If
letters pass via the USA and are charged foreign postage , such foreig n postage to
be added also . "This warrant shall be in force only in places in BNA and the BWI
where the PMG has already established, or shall hereafter establish, posts; and
that the term BNA shall include the provinces of Canada, New Brunswick, Nova
Sco tia, Prince Edward' s Island , and Newfoundland; and that BWI shall include

Figure 32. New Orleans,
22 Apr 48, to London,
PAID 10 U.S. inland by
distance. Acadia from
Boston 3 May, to liver
pool 16 May, rated 1/
due for packet.

\.
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the Bermudas , the Bahamas , and other Br island s co mmonly ca lled the W Indies ,
as also the co lonies of Br Gui ana and Honduras."

1847 PO D. To BWI , incl uding Kingston Jamaica , 1/-, Jamaica and Berbice , 1/2d ,
which includes the intercoloni al rate of 2d .

Jul 1847 GPO N 14/47 . Additiona l route to the USA by Fr pkt from Havre , 1/3d 1/ 4 OZ, 2/l d
pr 1/ 2 oz . NB the Br rate was 5d pr 1/ 2 OZ, the Fr rate 10d pr 1/ 4 oz.

1.1.1 848 TW . Between Mar tinique and Guadalo upe and the BWI and BNA a uniform rate
of 4d (not passing via the UK ).

... .., ,

. --l.- •

Figure 33. Liverpool to
New York, 24 Jun 48, by
Caledonia on first retalia
tory voyage. Double letter
prepaid 2/- by stamps. Re
taliatory -rated "48(:" in
blue ink at New York.

Not es: All the rates above to the USA we re subject to US inland rates in addition on arrival.
Fro m Ju n 1847 the UK PO impo sed an additional 1/- rate on letters ca rried by US steamers
arr iving in UK. Due to UK intransigence the USA passed an Act on 27 Ju n 1848 imposing an
additiona l 1/- on all mail ca rr ied by any pkt (but in rea lity only applica ble to UK Pkts). Thi s
"Retaliatory Rate" can be found on mail to the US between Jul y and Dec 1848. Sa nity
eve ntua lly pre vai led and a treaty was worked ou t. Whil st this treaty was be ing ratifie d the
rates previous to the dispute we re temporar ily used (i.e . 1/- + US inland) . These "Res tored
Rates" can be found on mail lea ving the UK between 30 Dec 1848 and 10 Feb 1849 (4
voyages only) . The treaty was rati fied by the UK on 23 Jan 1849 and proclaimed on 15 Feb
1849 .

(To be conti nued)
Cor re ct ion : The caption for the illustra tion on p.
23 1 of Chronicle 140 unaccountably jumped ship while
the captain was distracted. It has been impressed back
into serv ice and stands at attention here .

Figure 20. Halifax,
N.S., to London, 20
December 1813. Quad
ruple letter, 1 oz. (no
tation upper left), rat
ed 8/8. Black PACKET
LETTER.
Chronicle 141 I February 1989 I Vo l. 4 1. No . 1 15



Scott *122. used. [alley star
,"IICel, PFC,

Scot t #16, 15, used combina ti on
pair. positio n 86L1-$7L1.

Sale Date March 16
Plaza Hotel New York

Catalog mail date:
February 15, 1989

Scott *120b. variety. the unique
imperforate inver ted center
example from the Lilly Collection.

& You Name The Price!

Scott '39. used. red grid
cancel, PFe.

Scott #16, used, po sit ion
76L1, PFC,

The William A. Kelley Colledion

250 EXTRAORDINARY wrs
FOR SALE ~.' .......

An Extremely Rare Opportunity
Charles Shreve, President of Steve Ivy
Philatelic Auctions says that "this col
lection, while notterribly large, has been
fonned byacollector with atremendous
eye for the elusive and seldom-offered
quality.Mr. Kelley selected only the one
or two best items outofmajor auctions
over theyears and added them tohis col
lection. Theevening ofthe auction should
bequite an event, comeniently timed dur
ing the ASDA's INTERPEX stamp show
in New York. Best ofall, opportunities
tobuy excitingitems like these are few. ..to
nameyour own priceiseven more rare."

Bid By Mail, In Person
or with Our New FAX
Hotline.

Bidding on these outstanding stamps is easy
because the Kelley catalog will explain indetail how
you can bid. Plus we are always there toanswer any

Additionally, our easy to understand Terms and
Conditions ofSale are spelled outinclear language
that protect the bidder when you buy.

,..------------, Generous lot Viewing.
Steve Ivy has arranged

with thePlaza Hotel tomake
lot viewing convenient and
open to as many buyers as
possible. Make plans toview
the Kelley stamps in person
onThursday, March 16 from
10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Additional special viewings
will be announced.

Take The Risk Out of Bidding
with our Full Color Catalog

Steve Ivy is producing a full-color
catalog commemorating this special
sale. It will become a collector item
itself. Every stamp in the Kelley
Collection will be described at length
and photographed in vivid
breathtaking color.Thepicturesare so
lifelike they could be mistaken for the
stamps themselves. And, asinall other Steve Ivy sales,
all of the lots in the Kelley Collection are being sold
without reserve, so you can bid with confidence.

On March 16, 1989 at7:(]() p.m. atthe famousPlaza Hotel
inNew York, acollection ofsomeofthe /inest United States
stampsand coversavailablewill bepresented for sale at public
auction.

The William A. Kelley Collection
(featuring tremendously rare and incredible
qua/ity United States classics and other
rarities) could only beauctioned byoneof
the premier stamp auction /inns in the
country - Steve Ivy Philatelic Auctions.
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Scott #65, 69, used on unlisted A-fagt'us patriotic cover, from the Angell correspond ence.

CR2

1-800 STAMPS-l (782-6771)

---------------
questions you have on our toll-free WATS line: : 0 YES! I would like to receive the special :
1-800-STAMPS-l (782-6771). edition of the William A. Kelley Collection

To help you even further, when you send for your Icatalog. Enclosed is $10 (check or money order) for I
catalog, we'll include a helpful free brochure called la copy. I
Successful Stamp Auction Bidding. 10 I want a FREE one-year subscription to your I

If you are bidding by mail we offer our exclusive I quarterly full-color auction catalogs. Enclosed is I
computerized mail bidding service Compullid" which I a single invoice for $250 or more in purchases I
allows you tobid onasmany ofthechoice Kelley items I from another stamp company, or a check or I
as you wish, while limiting your total purchases. Or I money order for $20.
you can bid inperson onMarch 16 at t~e Plaza Hotel. 10 I want a FREE copy ofyour helpful brochure,
And now we've introduced a new service - our Steve I Successful Ststnp Auction Bidding.

Ivy Fax !I0t~ine . Created to make naming your bids 10 I have stamps I want to sell. Please contact me
even easier, Just call our FAX HOTLINE number, I with information on upcoming auctions.
214-939-2346, and send us your completed mail bid
sheet. This service guarantees receipt ofyour bids when IName _
time is critical. I

• IAddressHurry! Name Your Pnce. I
Don't miss your chance tobuy stamps inwhat many ICity

will call thefinest auction of the year, at the price you --- - - ---------
want topay. Send inthe attached coupon for your full :State Zip _
color catalog, or if you have any questions call:

I Business Phone (, _
I
IHome Phone ( ) _

~VE IW PHILATELIC AUCTIONS I For Faster Service Call Toll-Free:
1-800-STAMPS-l (782-6771)The Heritage Building e 311 Market Street s Dallas, Texas 75202-9990 ~ I

A WATS: 1-800-STAMPS-1 (782-6771)· In Texas: 214-742-2200 "Q~ po:; I SIeve Ivy Philatelic Auctions, Inc. • The Heritage Building
..- ~ ,. Selected as Official Auctioneer for Amai pex '86. \!rC' U 311 Market Street . Dallas. Texas 75202.9990
the Offlcial AuctioneerIor lnu rpex 1987-/990, and the APS Sales /984-/990. I WATS: 1-800-STAMPS-1 (782-6711) • In Texas: 214-742-2200---------------
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THE WEBSTER KNIGHT AND BENJAMIN K. MILLER PHILATELIC
COLLECTIONS: IMMORTALITY ENSHRINED

STANLEY M . BIERMAN, M.D.

Collectors in a generic sense are a different breed from their more earthbound coun
terp arts who have never experienced the enjoy me nt of the chase, nor felt the exaltation of
afind of rare book s, epheme ra, or postage stamps. The man y years of pursuit and inquiry
required to put togeth er a major phil atelic collec tion are fired for mo st individuals by a
spec trum of emotions wh ich vary in intens ity from challenge and exc itement, to fixation
and obsession. On ce the asse mblage is ga thered, it is a natural ex tens ion for the owner to
preserve and prot ect his or her life 's effort for future generations to know, admire, and ap
preciate. In thi s manner posterity is served by preservin g a distinct body of philateli c
work, and in a more restrictive sense the co llector achieves a feelin g of imm ortalit y with
the maintenance in perp etui ty of the treasure. To this end, soc iety, abetted to some extent
by tax laws, has enco uraged the donation of personal propert y to private or publi c institu 
tion s, thereby enshrining the acquisition and mem ory of the donor. The preservation of
these public gifts is dependent on two important but unrelated matters: the financial en
dowment of the bequ est, and the conce rn of the institution to support and enthusiastically
promote the collection.

Perh aps the circumstances surro unding the form ation and care of the Web ster Knight
Collection at Bro wn University and the Benjam in K. Mill er Coll ection at the New York
Publi c Library best typi fy the dichotomy and co ntroversy that arise over the bequest of
private stamp collections to publi c institutions. The tale of the se two collections brings to
focu s the philatelic debate raised in Linn's Stamp News whether stamp collections truly be
long in museums. I

Webster Kni ght , a prominent Rhode Island banker and cotton manufacturer, was born
in Providence on August 10, 1854 , the son of Rob ert and Josephine Lou ise (Webster)
Knight , and a descendant of Richard Kn ight , a nat ive of England who came to Americ a in
1635 and settled in Newport , R.I. After receiving his prel iminary education at Mowry and
Go ff 's School in Providence, Webster Knight gra duated from Brown Univ er sity in 1876 ,
and soon there after entered the employ of B.B.&R . Knight , a firm establi shed in 1852 by
his fath er and his uncle , Benjamin B. Kni ght , for the manufacture of cott on sheeting and
shirts. Following his father's death in 19I2, Web ster Knight becam e senior member of a
partner ship that included his brother , C. Prescott Knight. In 19I8 the firm was incorporat
ed, and later sold and reorganiz ed as a subsidiary of Con solidated Textile Corporation. The
latte r company in time became the largest textile manufacturing organization in the world,
operating toda y under the well-known trade nam e of "Fruit of the Loom."

In 1906 Knight was elec ted president and trustee of Peoples Savings Bank , and di
rector of the Indu strial Tru st Co ., Providenc e Ga s Co ., and Providence Mutual Fire Insur 
ance Co. He was financially invol ved with a long list of other public companies, as well as
serving as president and trustee of the Homeopathic Hospit al in Providence. He was activ e
in public affair s and served as president of the Warwick (Rhode Island ) Town Council for
four terms. Web ster Knight was married on January 27, 188 I, to Sarah Waldo Lippitt ,
daughter of Peleg Wilbur Lippitt, and from this union came two children: Robert Lippitt
Knight and Adelaide Kni ght. Kni ght was an assistant quartermaster of the Rhode Island
National Guard, and for his serv ice was accorded the title of colonel. He played a promi
nent role in Republican politics, served as a presidential elector in 1904, and in 1905 was
appo inted by Gov ernor Charles Warren Lippitt to his personal staff. Web ster Knight also
maintained close affiliations with his alm a mater, Brown University. In 1924 he was elect-

I. Micha el Laurenc e, "Stamp Co llections Don 't Belon g in Mu seum s," Linn 's Stamp Nell'S. Jul y I.
1985, p. 3.
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ed a trustee, and contributed to the erection of Martson Hall on the Brown University cam
pus.'

While his crowded business career left few moment s for the pursuit of more ethereal
quests. Knight did find time to join the Rhode Island Historical Soc iety and become an
avid stamp collec tor. Knight's initial stamp co llecting career was alleged to have begun
about 1870 , and he went about purchasing then-current U.S. postal emissions. His fore
most interest was in the acquis ition of early U.S. general issues in blocks of four. Until
that time the most valuable block- of-four co llec tion belonged to A. B. Slater, a fello w
Rhode Island er who undoubtedl y knew and fraternized with Knight. ' Slater sold 750
blocks of U.S. genera l issues at the 47th J.M. Bartels auction held on May 15-16, 1912,
and Knight was undoubted ly the recipi ent of the better quality Slater material! Over the
next seve ral decades there were a num ber of major U.S. sales and private treaty offerings,
and, acting through philatelic agents, Knight added rare blocks to his growing collection
including a used block of four 10¢ U.S. 1847 (ex-Sinkler) with violet pen cancellation,
purcha sed for $3,800. It is believed that Philip H. Ward, Jr., sold Knight many of the gems
from the Lozier Co llection (ex -Worthington) which was known to contain outstanding
block s of the U.S. general issues for the 1847 to 1890 period .' When the Wharton Sinkler
Collection was broken up in 1926, a used block of four of the 10¢ U.S. 1847 issue with
red cross cance llations was placed by Ward into the Knight Co llection." A brief recitation
of important auctions durin g his years of acquisition that highli ghted blocks of four and
quality United States material included the sales of O.S. Hart (Nassa u 1913), George Wor
thington (Morgenthau 1917), Clarence Eagle (Morgenthau 1923), Carroll Chase (Kelleher
(1925 ). Arthur H. Lamborn (Nassau 1927), W. C. Bowers (Drew 1928), and A. B. Slater
(Kelleher 1930). At some indeterminate date important additions were made to Knight's
holdings by private treaty acquisitions from the co llections of Dr. Stephen A. Welch and
Willi am Congdon. In formin g his great stamp co llection, Knight alwa ys looked for fresh
ness of material, but did not always succeed in acquiring the best-centered items.

Knight had a brief tlirtation with the stamp trade, being one of five owners of stock in
the American Co llectors Company, which group also includ ed such notable collectors as
Dr. Walter Woodm an of Cambridge, Joseph S. Rich of New York, and dealers Ernest M.
Carpenter and Albert W. Batchelder, the latter two of the New England Stamp Co.' These
five individuals purchased contro lling interest in the Scott Stamp and Coin Co. which, in
190 I, had been consolidated with the New England Stamp Co . to form the stock of the
American Collector 's Company.' Scott Stamp and Coin Co . had been purchased in 1886
from the founder and namesake owner. John W. Scott, who so ld his rights, title, and inter
ests to G. B. Caiman and Henry L. Calrnan. It is notable that both Scott Stamp and Coin
Co. and New England Stamp Co . continued in New York and Boston , respectively, under
their better recognized corporate names. The New England Stamp Co., which had become
initiall y incorporated in March 1893, acquired the unsold property of Frederick W. Ayer in
1904 from Stanley Gibb ons Ltd.. and later acquired portions of the C. F. Rothfuchs stock.

2. Anon.. "Webster Knight: ' Nationa l Cyclopedia of American Biography 39: 113. James T. White
Co.. 1954. : anon.. "Obituary: Webster Knight: ' Nell' York Times. July I, 1933. p. 13.

3. Anon.. "Knight Permanent Exhibition." Mekeel 's Weekly Stamp New s L1V (#2568) : 242 (Mar. 25,
1940 ): Stanley M. Bierman. "Alpheus B. Slater. Jr.. and the Stamps of the Provid ence. R.I., Postmaster,"
Chronicle 136:230-235. 1987.

4. Anon.. " Barte ls Slater Sale," Mekeel 's Weekly Stamp Ne il'S XX VI (# 1117):167 (May 25. 1912).
5. Phil ip H. Ward . Jr. . "Joe T. Lozier Co llec tion," Mekee l' s Week ly Sta mp Ne ws XXXV III

(# 175 1):397 (July 28. 1924).
6. Philip H. Ward. Jr.. " U.S. 1847 Blocks," Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News LXIX (#23 17):265 (June 3,

1935 ).
7. Char les J. Phillips. "A lbert W. Batchelder:' Stamps 12:257 (Nov. 16. 1935).
8. Anon.. "Twenty Years of Progress: ' Nell' England Stamp Montlil» II:38 (Feb . 20. 19 13).
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In 19 12 the Boston finn acq uired the marvelous co llection of proofs and essays of U.S.
document ary and proprietary revenue stamps formed by Hiram E. Deats. Scott Stam p and
Coin Co. also held stamp auctions during this period of own ership (190 1- 1914), but sales
appea red at infrequ ent intervals and generally were und istingu ished except for the 190 I
auction of Deats 's U.S. revenues ." Th e American Collectors Co . directed Scott Stamp and
Coin Co., and through A. W. Batchelder and Freeman Putney, Jr., controlled the affairs of
New England Stamp Co. from 190 I unt il 19 14, when two-thi rds of the stock was acquired
by Boston financier Charles E. Hatfield , who took contro l of the firm and installed Hugh
M. Clark as man ager.

Judge Robert Emerson showed portions of the Knight Co llec tion at Providence Nig ht
held at Collectors Club of New York on March 20, 1929, including blocks of four and
eleven of the 5¢ U.S . 1847 issue (ex- Haw kins) along with mint s blocks of four of most of
the classic U.S. postal issues. A fine block of four 1O¢ U.S. 1847 (ex-Sinkler) was the only
used item in the display. Little was wr itten about Webster Knight in subsequent years until
an announcement appea red in the phil atelic press that he had died on June 30 , 1933, at his
summer hom e at Alton Bay, Lake Winnepesaukee, New Hampshire. " Under condition of
his will , Brown University in Providence, R.I., was designat ed the recipient of Knight's
superb Unit ed Stat es general issue s collection in blocks of four. The collection was be
queathed on the express condition that it be kept on permanent displa y in the John Hay Li
brary, and suitably mounted at the ex pense of the estate. A special fund of $50,000 was es
tabli shed , incom e from which was to be employed for the maintenance and care of the co l
lection. The exec utors of the will were instructed to engage the services of Judge Robert S.
Emerson , William H. Congdon , and Robert F. Chambers, all Rhode Island res idents, to
form a co mmittee to oversee the supervision of this task. The will stipulated that if Brown
Unive rsity declined the gift, the co llec tion was to be given to .the Rhode Island School of
Design in Providence, or if declined by the latter, to one of Knight' s linea l desce ndants.

Following the death of Judge Emerson in January 1937, and that of William Cong
don in Jun e of the same year, a new com mittee for med by E. Tudo r Gross and Coli n
Mac R. Makepeace too k over the task of mounting, housing, and displaying the collection.
The directors did see to the sale of Knight 's U.S. in complete sheets which was offered at
Daniel F. Kelleher sale #397 of Februa ry 26, 1938. The sale con sisted of 84 panes from
1857 to 1923 and was highl ighted by Sco tt 3 10, 369, and C 1-3, the proceeds go ing into
the mai ntena nce fund . The Knight co llec tion was forma lly acce pted in 1940 by Brown
University President Dr. Henry M. Wriston. An October 6, 1942, letter from Robert F.
Chambers to Ezra Cole is known in which Brown Unive rsity, representing the Knight es
tate, sold Clarence Brazer an unspecifi ed number of sheets of U.S. proofs for $ 1,700.

In putting together the co llec tion for gene ral display, chronolog ical arrangement of
material was followed throu ghout. When completed by the curators and read y for display
on March 22, 1940, the Knight co llection was descr ibed in the contemporary philat elic
press as follows :

There are five cabinets. each co nta ining twent y-four slid ing fram es. eac h accommodat
ing twe lve ord inary album pages. six on a side, protected by heavy plate glass.

Th e Knight coll ection incl udes all the ea rly cla ssics. se vera l un ique in unu sed block s.
along with ra ritie s of both 19th and 20th ce ntury issues. Th e ex hibit. in its completeness. of
fers all that is to be desired in a general showing of unu sed United States block s.

The first regu lar Government al issue of 1847 is rep resented by two bea utifu l 5-c ent
Frank lin imperforates. one a block of twelve, the othe r of four stamps. The lO-cent Wash
ington , a really wonderful item . is a used block of four, the only used piece in the co llection.

9. S tan ley M. Bierman. "l .W. SCOII Sa les 1870-191 9, " Philatelic Literature Review 35 : 113- 136.

1986 .
10. H.L. Lindqu ist, "Co l. Webster Kni ght of Providence. R.I.. Leaves Sta mp Co llect ion to Brown

University." Stamps 4:297 (Aug 26, 1933).
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The imper forates of 185 1-57 are co mplete in blocks with one exception , while the
1857-60 issues with the same design but perfora ted , are a ll shown. Likewise the 1861 series
is also co mplete with a single exce ption, the 5-cent mustard co lored value.

Th e 1869 first United States " pictoria l stamps," ofte n referred to as our " first commem
orat ives. " present a magn ificent lot of blocks. All den omin ations are there, includ ing both
types of the IS-cent stamp, with the 30-cent and 90 -cent values superbly ce nte red.

Th e " Bank No te Issues" of 1879-94 are co mplete in blocks of va rious sizes. The
Co lumbians of 1893, a lso in blocks of various sizes, present a striking display, es pecia lly the
do llar values these being the first time these high denominations appeared in our postal is
sues.

All the " Bureau Issues," produced by the Bureau of Engraving and Prin ting, from 1894
to da te are complete, some of the larger pieces commandin g attention. The Transmississippi
blocks of 1898, portraying wes tern life, are unusual in the larger blocks, part icu larly the dol
lar va lues.

In the experimental " bluish paper varieties" of 1909 only blocks of the exceedingly
rare 4-cen t and 8-ce nt stamps are miss ing. Large block s sho wing the 191 6-17 "S-ce nt
carmine error" imper forate, and the more recent 1930 Von Steuben impe rforate also feature
20th century issues, which in themsel ves are prac tica lly co mplete.

In addition to the regu lar and commemorative issues the Knight collection includes a
particularly fine show ing of airmails, parce l posts and postage dues. The se lection of Con
fede rate States and United States possessions are a lso wort hy of note, together with Depart
mentals and Revenues."

Oth er reviews" of the display observed that the U.S . 1918 Jenny airmai l invert was
ab sent, but could not other wise fault the collection. Addi tional item s in the Knight co llec
tion not men tioned in the rev iew included a block of four and eight of the 1842 City
Despatch , sheets of the Providence postmaster, and a beau tiful lot of U.S. essays and
proofs including reven ue proofs. Kn ight 's departmen tal stamps in blocks of four form
what is probably the most important co llec tion eve r assemb led , and are believed to have
co me fro m pri vat e treaty ar ran gements with Harry Kon wiser and Ph ilip H. Ward, Jr.
Souren's glowing tribut e ended with the observat ion that the magnit ude of the collec tion,
its rea l beauty, and master philatelic achie vement co uld only be appreciated by personal
inspection. Located in the John Hay Library of Brown Univer sity, the Kni ght Collec tion
has been , and continues to be, a mecca for phil atelists. A large phil atel ic library consisting
of 1,000 vo lumes, portions of which came from Jud ge Robert S. Eme rson, can be found
acro ss the street in the John D. Rockefeller , Jr., Library.

The rem ounting of the Knight Co llec tion was undertaken in 1983 by three members
of the Brown University stamp committee, succe ssors to the or iginal gro up appoint ed un
der Webster Kni ght's will. Members of the Rhod e Island Phil atel ic Society placed the co l 
lection in 250 pull-out frames for better display. During the past decade, the committee has
co nce ntrated upon adding modern erro r blocks as we ll as purchases of blocks missing
from the collection.

The John Hay Libra ry of Brown University has pro udly displayed its co llec tion and
husbanded its bequ est since 1940. A theft of 37 blocks of U.S. 1893 Co lumbian Expo si
tion issues took place during the night of October 15, or in the ea rly morning hours of Oc
tober 16, 1949. The doo r to the stamp roo m was tom off its hinges, and the burglars ripped
two stamp cases from their wall cabinets. They smashed the glass to rem ove the val uable
stamps, but fled leaving the other 122 cases in the collection intact. Some 168 stamps con
sisting excl usively of U.S. 1893 Columbian issues, then valued at $ 10,000, were taken

I I. Anon., " Brow n Universi ty Library Puts Knight Co llec tion on Display," Weekl y Philat elic Go s
sip 30 :68 (Mar. 30. 1940).

12. Y. Souren , ' '' Webster Knight' Collectio n on Display at the John Hay Library, Providence. R.I. ,"
Mekeel's Week ly Stamp Neil'S LlV (#257 1):306 (Apr. 15. 1940): ano n., " Knight Permanent Exhibit."
Mekeel's Weekly Stamp Neil'S u v (#2568): 242 (Mar. 25, 1940).
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from the di sp lay case. Included were block s of four, e ight and twelve of the 4¢ through $ 1
Columbian s, including high -value den ominations in blocks of four and eight of the $3
through $5 issue. The robbers left behind them sufficient burglar tools to have completed
the task ; police theorized that the thieves were frig htened off before they co uld complete
the heist." A $ 1,000 reward was offered for inform ation but the stolen material wa s never
recovered ; insurance funds paid for repl acement of many of the stolen items. The John
Hay Library has otherwise been a safe haven for its wo nde rful phila telic co llec tion. This
situation is in striking co ntra st to the fate of the equa lly fine ph ilatelic propert y of B.K .
Miller bequea thed to the New York Pub lic Lib rary in the 1920s, whose ca re and mainte
nance was not so fondl y overseen.

13. Anon .. " Knight Collectio n Looted." Mekeel's Week ly Stamp Ne il'S 73:283 (Nov. 14, 1949); anon.,
"$ 1,000 Reward." Mekeel's Week ly Stamp News 73 :348 (Nov. 14, 1949).

(To be continued) •
VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J. C. ARNELL

8. Collection of U.S. Postage in the Canadas

The previ ous vignette gave a brief history of the use of "closed bags" for the transi t of
the Mai ls between Great Britain and Canada through the United States from its es tablish
ment in 1792. The same postal conve ntion that provided for the use of "closed bags" also
introduced a sys tem for the co llec tion of unpaid U.S. postage in Canada, parti cular ly on
incomi ng ship letters. This was a one-s ided arrangement , as there was no reciproca l sys
tem.

Figu re 1. Fr o m
Glasgow, 25 Feb
1804, car r i ed to
New York by pri 
vate trader, where
struck "SHIP" and
rated 22c due to
exchange office at
Burlington (2c ship
fee + 20c inland) .
At Montreal con
verted to 1/ - Cy.,
and 7d Cy. B.N.A.
inland added for
total of 1/7 Cy .
Note: "1 st" upper
right indicates orig
inal.

The pertinent text in the 1792 posta l conve ntion is given below:
3. As it ofte n happen s that leiters addres sed to British subjects in the province of Canada are
received from vessels arr iving in the port s of the United States, and sometimes leiters in like
manner addressed may be dropped into the Post Offices of the United States, witho ut notice
of the postmasters: all such leiters shall be made up into prop er mails. directed to the post
ma ster at Montreal. and conveyed as far as Burlington aforement ioned . The postmaster at
Mont real will be charged with the postage s of tho se mail s, whic h he will be plea sed to
co llect and after deducting a commission of twent y perc ent on the monies so collected, for
his trou ble , remit the resid ue to the General Post Offic e of the United Sta tes. Any of these
leiters becoming Dead, may be tran smitted qua rter-yearly by the postmaster at Montreal , to
the Ge nera l Post Offi ce of the United States, for which he will receive due credit.
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Figure ~. Letter from Liverpool 1 Sep 1818, on the Anna Maria to New York, there date
stamped 16 Nov, struck "SHIP" and rated 39C U.S. (2C ship + 2x18'/>C inland). At Montre
al 39C converted to 2/- Cy, and 1/6 Cy, added for total of 3/6 Cy. The hypothesis is that
9d Cy. single charge lines to Montreal represents 4'/>d inland by mileage, 1'/>d border
transfer fee, plus 50% surcharge.
4. A sim ilar ar range me nt would be proposed respecting lett ers from the prov ince of Canada
to ci tizens of the United Sta tes , but here the Post Offices wi ll be so numerou s (fro m one to
two hundred ) that the account fo r postages of lette rs so dispersed wo uld be extreme ly trou-

Figure 3. From Liv
erpool 16 Jun 1823,
carried privately to
N, Y, to forwarder,
who mailed it 24
Jul. Rated 18'/ 2C
U.S. to Kingston,
U.C., ex. office, U.S.
amount wrongly
stated as 1/3 Cy.,
instead of 11d Cy.,
and 3d Cy. ferriage
added: "AP 1N6 ."
Inland 11d Cy. for
2/5 Cy. total.

Figure 4. London,
22 Aug 1826, by
American sailing
packet to New
York, where date
stamped 25 Sep,
struck "SHIP," and
rated 20 '/.C (2C
ship + 18'/ .C in 
land) to Can. bor
der, At Montreal
U.S, charge con 
verted to 1/1 Cy,
and 1/- Cy. added
for postage to
Quebec, tot. 2/1 Cy. ................---'---.....oLi.. --i.~_~""""
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Figure 5. Letter from Kensington, 23 Aug 1832, carried privately to New Vork, and mailed
there 8 Oct, rated 183/ .¢ to border. At Montreal, this was converted to 11'/2d. Cy. and 6d
Cy. (4'/2d inland + 1'/2d transfer fee) added for 1/5'/2d Cy. total.

blesome. It will therefore be ex ped ient that the postages of a ll these lett ers as far as Burl ing
to n sho uld be paid at the post o ffices in the provi nce of Ca nada. and the Postm aster at
Burlin gton (to whom the mail co ntaining them may be addresse d) will so rt and se nd them in
mails to the respective post o ffices in the United States . which sha ll be at or nearest to thei r
places o f deli very.

Th e postal information given in the 1800 Q uebec Almanac advised the rea ders that
a Mail for Eng land is dispa tched from Q uebec ... once a mont h in w inter to be put on board
the first Packet Boat for Fa lmouth (from Ne w York). A Mai l for Burlington in the United
States is made up at Quebec eve ry T hursday, and at Mo ntreal every Saturday. by which co n
vey ance Lett ers ma y be se nt for Europe under cove r to a friend at New York . on payin g the
Canad ian Postage at the offic e at which the lette r is put in.

As tim e passed . unoffi cial arrangem ent s were made bet ween post offices on the fron
tier for the exchange of mail, which wo uld have been prep aid at least to the fro ntier. Th e
confusion that thi s caused in the acco unting for postage led to an arrangeme nt in 1829 be
tween the two Ge nera l Post Office s to limit this exc ha nge of mail to:

Lewiston , N.Y. - Qu eenston , U.c.
Ca pe Vincent, N.Y. - Kin gston . U.c.
Ogdensburgh , N.Y. - Prescott , U.c.

Figure 6 . Letter
from Bath, U.C., 4
Jul 1832, prepaid
1/7 Cy. (4'/2d inland
to Kingston, 3d fer
riage ["BP 7'/ /']
and 11'f,d [18 3 / .¢
U.S .]) . Kingston
"PAID" and 183

/ . for
N.V.P.O. Probably
by Black Ball pack
et to Liverpool,
where struck large
"LIVERPOOL/SHIP
LRE, " rated 1/7
Stg. due (8d ship,
11d inland).
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Figure 7. From
York, U.C., 29 Aug
1833, mailed 3 Sep ,
prepaid 9d Cy. (7d
inland + 2d fe r 
riage) and 25C U.S.
to N .Y. Probably
conveyed by Red
Swallowtail packet
10 Sep. Landed at
St . M awes, Corn 
wall, struck boxed
" SHIP LETTER/ST.
MAWES," rated
1/8 Stg . (8d ship,
1/- inland) to Lon 
don.

/ " .,
7

__iIlL-...;;;;;. • --- .....- -- _'___ ,_. _

Highga te. VI. - SI. Joh n 's, L.c.
Derb y Line , VI. - Stanstead, L.c.

As before. Ca nad ian lett er s had to be prep aid to the fronti er, where they were rated by the
loca l U.S. post otTice to their destination. Letters from other offices in Canada were to be
sent 10 the most con ven ient of the ab ove offi ces. On letter s for overse as . the U.S. postage
had to be pa id to a port , usuall y Ne w York . In such ca ses, the U.S. postage was also co l
lected at the mailing office and sent along with the lett er . except for a ten percent commis
sion. It wo uld appea r that the othe r half of the twent y percen t co mm ission allowed by the
U.S.P.O. was sha red equa lly bet ween the exch ange office and the Deputy Postmaster Gen
eral, as the latter was responsible for accounting to Washington for a ll the U.S. postage
co llec ted in the Canadas . By 1840. the number of mutuall y ag reed excha nge offices had
been increased to e leve n under the same terms. exce pt that Kingston accounted directl y to
Washington for its U.S. postage.

With respect to letter s for the Canadas, the 1832 Instru cti ons to U.S. Postmasters stat-
ed:

302. Lett ers placed in any office in the United Sta tes ad dressed to offices in the Briti sh
Prov inces. are 10 be rated w ith the prop er postage to the United States ' line . Thi s postage is
not required to be pa id in adv ance . as it will be collec ted. and accounted for. by the British
POSI Office Dep artmen t.
303 . Spec ial instru cti ons in regard to the mail s to. and from the Briti sh Provinces. have been
giv en to the distribu ting offices in the fronti er Sta tes.
304 . Postma ster s in oth er States . wi ll mai l all letters to the Briti sh Provin ces. in packets ad
dressed Northern , Eastern or Wl'stl' l"II. as the case may be.

Whil e no reference has been found as to the method used to remi t the U.S. postage to
Washington . it is presumed that it was origina lly do ne by comme rcial bill s of exc hange at
s ight or sho rt dat e . However ea rly in 1837. the U.S. Postm aster Gen era l required that all
futur e remittances were to be in spec ie and this prompted the Ca nadian requirem ent " that
hen ceforth you recei ve nothing but legally current Specie in payment for Uni ted Stat es '
Postage. which Specie you will remit, at regular peri ods, to the distributing Post Masters
in d irect commun ication with the United Stat es, to whom it may respecti vely be payable,
in orde r to its be ing put in train for transmi ssion in Washin gton ." Later that same year. the
finan cial s itua tio n eased and ban k notes we re ag ain redeemable for specie. Th is, coupled
with the remittance of Freight Money to the pioneer steams hip age nts in New York in
1839 in the form of drafts drawn on merchan t bankers, suggests that the postage was re
mitt ed to Washington by the same means.
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Figure 8. Double letter from Dundas, U.C.• 6 Dec 1834. 11d Cy. (2x4' />d inland + 2d fer
riage) and 50C U.S. inland to N.Y. prepaid. Endorsed for Black Ball packet. 16 Dec. to Liv
erpool, where backstamped boxed "LIVERPOOL/SHIP LETTER." rated 4/9 Stg. as triple
letter (3x8d ship +3x 11d inland) . Backstamped Glasgow 14 Jan 1835. "4/9" deleted.
rerated 3/2 Stg. as double.
CLASSIFIED
WANTED: Covers, picture postcards, reg
ist ry receipts po stall y used sma ll towns
Nev., Ariz. LEP, Box 17463, Holiday, UT
84117.

POSTMASTER GENERAL REPORTS 
1841-6; 61-2; 63-4; 65-6. $6.50 each, $24
all fo ur. Postage $1.25. DIB Enterprises,
Box 18032CS, Cleveland, Ohio 44118.

WAN TED: POSTMARKERS. POSTAL AR
TIFACTS. Send LSASE for illustrated list
of items bought and traded to Dr. Scheer,
18 E. Rosemont, Alexandria , VA 22301
2325.

Siegel Auction Catalogs fo r sale. No. 250
to date. Send your want list. Will pur
chase Siegel catalogs before No. 650.
J im Lee , P.O . Bo x 1332, Arl ingto n
Heights, IL 60006-1332. Eve : 312 -215 
1231.

Chronicles needed: Library needs whole
No. 45 through 52 to complete set for
bin di ng. W ill pay reasona b le pr ices.
Write if you have one o r al l of th ese
availabl e. Please help. Dr. P. Aba jian, Oak
Terrace #10C, Colchester, Vt. 05446.

WANTED: Yell ow and olive cancels on
19th cent ury U.S. Will buy or t rade high 
quality U.S. Steven Hines, P.O. Box 422,
Monee, III. 60449.

WANTED: Chronicles #45 and 47. Phili p
T. Wall , 536 Woodvale Dr., Greensboro,
N.C. 27410.

YOUR AD HERE FOR SOC A LINE.
Send payment to : Robert L. Toth,
10015 Vista Dr., North Royalton , OH 44133.
Next Deadline Mar. 15.
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B B

Extensive Stock of Classic United States
Always Available Including:

• SINGLES
• MULTIPLES
• COVERS
• CUT SQUARES
• FANCY CANCELS

• MAPS

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
Professional Philatelist

P.O. Box 373
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

(215)-356-3758
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U.S. CARRIERS

ROBERT MEYERSBURG, Editor
NEW YORK: AN OVERVIEW OF ITS CARRIER OPERATIONS
BETWEEN 1825 and JUNE 30, 1863

ROBERT B. MEYERSBURG
(Continued from Chronicle \40:247)

1856-1863
The Postmaster of New York City , General Dix, wrote a remarkable detailed descrip

tion of the mechanics of the carr ier sys tem in New York in the late 1850s in his report to the
Postmaster General , and pertinent extrac ts follow:

I deem it my duty to present a full statement of the condition of the system of collecting
and deliver ing letters in this city by carriers and mail messengers. From the time of its
establishment it has been steadi ly increasing in importance, and it has become , from the
magnitude of its operations, a subjec t of the deepest interest to the inhabitants, not merely as
regards their correspondence with each other, but that also which extends beyond the limits of
the city. The reg ular and prompt del ivery of leiters to those to whom they are addressed, and the
equally punctual delivery at the post office of such as are to be transmitted by mail, constitute
the whole value of such a sys tem, and no effort has been spared to give it the necessary
efficiency in these respects.

Figure 16. A typical mail wagon used between th&'main post office and the lettered mail
stations.

To facilitate the receipt , del ivery , and transmission of letters written here , and to expedite
the delivery of those rece ived by the mails, and addressed to persons within the city, six stations
have been esta blished in different localities; the nearest one about a mile and a half from the
post office , and the most distant about three miles . [In 1857 the locations were : Station "A"
129 Spring St.; Station "B" - 439 Grand St. ; Station "C" - Fourth St. comer of Troy; Station
"0" - Bible House , Astor Place and Ninth St. ; Station "E" - 408 Third Ave. ; Station "F" 
368 Eighth Ave.] Each of these stations is in charge ofa superintendent, assisted by a clerk, and
28 Chronicle \4 \ I February 1989 I Vol. 4 \, No. \



Figure 17. A one cent star die embossing used as a postage stamp.

in two cases by two clerks. To eac h station is attached a corps of letter carriers, varying from
seve n, the lowest , to thirteen , the highest number. The principal office may be regarded as a
station for the purpose of co llecting and delivering letters. It has twent y-nine carriers attached
to it, requ iring , from its location in the business part of the city , a much larger force than the
stations prop er. From these stations, and from the principal office , the carr iers depart four
times in each day to deliver letters to the persons to whom they are addressed within certain
allotted districts. The whole number of carriers is e ighty-nine . [The ove rall management of the
Letter Carriers ' Department of the New York post office was in the hands of John H. Hallett,
who bore the title "A lphabet and Carrie r Superintendent"] .

The carrier's department at the post office is organized under a superintendent, with a
corps of clerk s, whose principal duty it is to receive and asso rt all letters intended to be
delivered by ca rriers . These letters are separated and sent seve n times a day to the respective
stations from which they go out for delivery . The hours of departure from the post office and
arr ival at the upper station are as follows:

Leave post office at 6.30, a. m.
Arrive at upper station at 7. 15, a. m.
Leave post office at 7, a. m.
Arrive at upper station at 8, a. m.

Figure 18. A one cent star die embossing used as a carrier stamp.
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Leave post o ffice at 10 , a . m .
Arri ve at upper station at 10.45 , a . m.
Leave post office at I I . a. m .
Arrive at upper sta tio n at 12.05 , p. m.
Leave post offi ce at 12 .30 . p. m .
Arrive at upper station at 1.15 . p. m.
Leave post office at 3 . p. m .
Arrive at up per statio n at 3.45 . p. m.
Leave post office at 3.30, p. m.
Arri ve at up per statio n at 4 .30 . p. m.

Thi s serv ice is perform ed by two wagons [Figure 16 J and two mail messeng ers . On their
return from the sta tion, six times a day . they bring with them to the post office lett ers to be
transmitted by mai l. and letters to be delivered in the low er part of the city .

As soo n as the lett ers dispa tched to the sta tions at the 2d , 4th, 5th and 7th o f the
above-named peri od s of departure from the post offi ce are assorted, they are taken out and
del ivered by the carrie rs to the persons to whom they are addressed . T he deliver ies co mme nce
at the post offi ce at 8 .30 , a. m .• 11.30 , a . rn., 1.30 . p. m., and 3 . 15 , p. Ill . At the sta tions the
first deli very commences at 8 .30 , a . m . , and the three other delive ries so mewhat later than the
hours fixed for those at the post o ffice .

Thus it wi ll be seen that a ll lett ers received at the post office, and at the stations addressed
to persons wi thin the limit s of the cit y , are de livered four times eac h da y. On Sunday no
del iveri es are made.

Th e ca rr iers ' deliveries do not now go further north than Fifty-fifth stree t. but they will be
ex tended wi th the growth of the city .

In order to give further faci lities for co rres ponde nce . 574 cas t- iron stree t boxes , for the
reception of letters , have been affixe d to the lamp posts , so distributed as to embrace every
portion of the city be low Fifty-fi fth stree t, and the letters deposited there in are taken out four
times a day and ca rried to the post office. or to the nearest statio n. For th is purpose ,
twenty-e ight co llec tors or co llec ting ca rr iers are employe d . Th e co llec tions co mmence at 8 and
10 o'clock. a . m . • and at 1.30 and 9 o'clock , p. m . On Sunday the 9 o 'c lock p. m. co llec tion
only is made . Until recent ly . the last co llection of the day was made at 7 , p. rn. , too late an hou r
for the afternoon mails . and too ea rly for letters writt en in the eve ning . T he change from 7 to 9.
p. m. acco mplishes a two-fold object: it sec ures the transm ission by the morning mails of letters
wr itten before 9 in the evening. without puttin g the wri ters to the expense and inconve nience of
se nd ing them to the post office; and the boxes bein g cleared of their co ntents befo re the streets
are deserted , the da nge r of dep red ation is effec tually guarded aga inst,

Th e lett ers collected from the lamp-post boxes within about one mile of the post office , are
carried directl y to the office . Those co llected from boxes more rem ote . are carried directl y to
the nearest stations , to be se nt out for deli very by the ca rr iers . if addressed to persons in the
upper distri cts, or to be taken to the post office, if intend ed for transmi ssion by the mail s , or to
be delivered in the low er part of the c ity . To sec ure a more prompt de livery of city lett ers, they
are exchange d between the statio ns as soon as possibl e after the co llections are made .

It is not generally understood that there are six post offices on the island of New York,
and . of course , within the city , for the co rporate limit s embrace the whole island . Th ere is one
at Yo rkv ille . about five and a hal f miles from this office ; one at Manhattan ville . about seve n
and a half miles; one at Harlem . about seven and a half miles; one at Wa shington He igh ts . about
nine miles; and o ne at King ' s Bridge , about ten miles .

Abou t I I8th stree t. the island dimini shes in width rap id ly. and co ntinues very narrow to
its northern ex tremity at King ' s Brid ge . From the peculi ar co nfo rmation of the island . if it were
now in its upper port ions as co mpac tly built up. and as densely peop led as it is in the lower part
of the cit y , all the postal facil ities it would need could be furnished by means of the six post
offices and six stations alrea dy established, with the addi tion of a sta tio n near 35th stree t. in the
Sixth avenu e. and ano ther in the neighborhood of Bloomingdale . The five up-town pos t offices
may be made . like this offi ce and its stations. centers of radiation for the deli very of letters by
ca rriers; and, by the es tablishment of stree t boxes , as the ci ty extend s , for the coll ecti on of
letters , and bo xes for delivery at the stations . when they sha ll be called for, the wa nts of the city
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will be amply pro vided for. There is already a carrier at the Yark ville post office, who goes out
three times a week with the letters which have not been ca lled for; but . as there is no provision
by law far paying him except by his fees , he cannot afford to make more freq uent de liveries .
They wi ll increase as that part of the ci ty fills up , and its co rres pondence is suffic ient to pay for
the service. It would certainly be very desirable that there should be a free del ivery throughout
the ci ty, but this would requ ire an annual appropriation of abo ut one hund red thousand dollars
from the publi c treasur y by Congress , at the present time . and a correspond ing addition to that
amount every year. as the city ex tends .

It would also be desirable to increase the number of daily del iver ies from four to six.
making an avera ge of one in two hours for eaeh day of med ium length throughou t the year. But
to per form this addi tional service , about sixty more carriers would be req uired , and a further
expenditure of at least $30,000 per annum.

Figure 19. A compound star die envelope used in New York .

During this period ca rrier collection fees were prepaid by postage stamps, the curre nt
one-cent stamps of the 1851 , 1857, and 1861 series bein g the virtua lly exclusive instru
ment s of payment. Durin g the last six wee ks of 1860 the Post Office Department issued
two new stamped enve lopes which had ca rr ier applica tions: a one-cent star-die enve lope
the embossing of which was a postage stamp when used for mailing circulars (Figure 17),
but a ca rrier stamp when used to carry a city letter or prepay a collec tion fee to the mail s
(Figure 18); and a compound star-die enve lope which bore a one-cent stamp to prepay the
carrier collec tion fee to the mail s and a three cent stamp for inter-cit y postage (Figure 19).

Ne ither of these enve lopes was dem oneti zed in the summer of 1861 when the 1851
and 1857 postal series were invalidated and repl aced by the new postage series of 1861.
The compound envelo pes were util ized almost excl usive ly in the New York post offices,
only a hand ful having been seen with postmar ks of other cities.

(To be continued)
OOPS!
The photo on p. 172 of the August 1988 Chronicle was inad vert entl y substituted by

the auth or for one showing city letter use. It is believed that the N.Y. Penn y Post was in
fact a priv ate city post and that the cover illustrat ed , which is genuine in all respects and to
date un ique, was taken to the post office and mailed to Verm ont by the Penny Post carrie r
e ither as a personal favor or under a private arran gem ent with the writer.

However, if other similar covers ex ist, we will have to reco nside r the status of the
N.Y. Penn y Post - so please notify me if yo u have one, and enclose a xerox.
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j& POSTAL HISTORY
')jJ AUCTION ZURICH

Buying and Sellin g worldwide Postal History.

This cover of an European consignor was sold to an American
collector at my last auction of October 6·8, 1988:

Starting price: SFr. 1,000. =Approx. 5660 .00
Sold for : SFr. 16.000. =Approx. 510.550.00

Fine collections from every country. Postal History and
Rarities always desired, for consignment or for cash.

References from the United States are available upon request.

1989 Annual Subsc ription delu xe auct ion ca ta logues Air Mail $8.

Hans R. Schwarzenbach CH-8001 Zurich
International Stamp Auctions

Oberdorfstr. 8, Swi tzerland, Telephone 0 II 4 1 I 25 1 46 12
Member: APS , USPCS. PllS , Collec tors CII/I> oj Nell' York, AAM S , ASDA
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD

THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
U.S. POSTAL MARKINGS: 1851-1861
Letter s under the headi ng "Trac ing Number" identify a new tracing on the accompanying

plate. A number under this heading ident ifies the tracin g number of a previously reported
markin g that appea rs in USPM as published in 1979.

Ai

c

.RANDOLPH CENTRB, N.Y..

~/J'

OVERLAWD MAIL

r

St ra ight Lin e, Ova l a nd Fa ncy Townma rks

RANDO LPH CENTRE. N.Y./ms D A

Wording

PAR IS/m sD/p'

Tracing
NUll/her

A I

Shape
& Si:e

Pennsylvania
b-sl-22x20

New York
1-58x3

Rarity
Number Notes

Red. J. Wagshal

D. Jarrett

Unus ua l C ircula r Townma r ks

Wording

OS HT EM O/D/MICH

.WETHERSFIELD.
SPR INGS/DIN.Y

Tracing
NUll/her

B

Shape
Typets) & Si:e

Michigan
K7 r-c- 18'h

New York
K I. K5 c-38

Rarity
NUll/her Notes

Brown. D. Jarrett

Black. J. Wagshal

Wording

TUNKH ANNOCK/D/18Pa61

Yea r Dated Town ma rks
Tracing Shape Rarity
NUll/her & Si:e NUll/her

1861
18 c-32 6

No tes

See photo. R. Graham

Town
D.

Randolph Cen tre. N.Y.

Unusual Ratin g Ma rks on Stam pless Mai l
Tracing Shape
NUll/ her & Si: e Notes

PAID an d Numera l. Wit h or Witho ut CENTS , CTS, or C.
C sl-20x5: scrt, D. Jarrett
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" Go11 Llr-ss uur u.ulve lnnd,
Firm Ili ll y silt: evvr s ta nd,
T hrOIl!!h ston n h llt l nlg h t,0'

" ,

--~-
A \ v'\.\.! .. ' J.

sl-3 I 'j,x vt.
sl-29'j,x 5

TOlI'n & State

SI. Joseph , Mo.

Biddeford, Maine
Charlestown , Mass .
Macon, Ga .
Newport, R.I.

Newbe rn, N.C.

Westchester, Pa.
Zanesville, Ohio

Tracing
Number

D

E

Auxiliary Posta l Service Ma rk ings
Shape Rarity

Wording & Si:e Number
Advertised

ADVERT ISED sl-43x5

Forwarded, Misdirected
FORWARDED sl-4 I 'j,x5
FOR'D sl-30x I I
FORWARDED sl-43 'j,x3 'j,
FORWARDED SI-38x5

Missent , Too Late
MISSENTjA Dj r-c-25 'j,

FOW'D
MISSENT
MISSENT

No tes

Greg Sutherland
G. Sut herland

Blue. J. Wagshal

1856. G. Johnson
Greg Sutherland

TO lI'n and State
Weaverville, Ca l.

Tracing
Number
F

Overland Mai l
Shape

Wording & Si:e
OV ERLAN D MAIL sl-32x2 'j,

Rarity
Numb er Notes
Add. info requested
"REGISTERED" VERSUS " RECORDED" MAIL
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M.D.

Th e interes ting series of articles on registrati on of mail in the 1850s-1 860s by
Th omas J. Alexande r and Richard B. Graham (Chronicles 139 and 140, August, No vem 
ber 1988 ) are quite informative and depi ct man y interestin g covers. However, I am unhap
py that the terminology of "recorded" still persists in the discussion of early registered
mail. To my knowl edge there was never any official co rrespondence or regulations to im
ply that such letters were anything but registered . Despite spec ulation that the "R" mark 
ings could signify " recorded" rather than " reg istered," this is not supported by any fac ts .

Fro m my review of the liter ature and man y covers, it seems that St an ley B.
As hbrook ' was the person responsibl e for ca lling some of these covers " recorded" letters
rather than "registere d" letter s. I suspect the reas on for thi s is the exi stence of a bank cor-

1. S.B. Ashbrook, The United States One Cent Stamp of / 85 / -/ 85 7. Vol. 2. New York. Lindqu ist.
1938.
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Figure 1. "Registered No. 909 " in manuscript, black "MOBILE Ala. May 4" (1854) and
"PAID 6" in circle, double rate to New Orleans.

res po nde nce ad dressed to "S. C. Bell , Cashier, New Orleans." T his is a fai rly large co rre
spo ndence wit h q uite a few reg iste red lett e rs bearing mon ey between Mo bile an d New Or
lean s. One of these is shown in Fig ure I . It ca n be seen that the sen der of the lett er wrote
" record" in the upp er left co rner of the cover. But the posta l m ar king is a manu scri pt
"Reg istered No. 909" as we ll as the handstamped town and rating ma rkings . In 1855 a
handstarnp readi ng " REG ISTERED No " in a black rec tang ular fram e was also
used on sim ilar covers. T he " record" mark ing on these covers is pure ly a directive by the
sender. It has no postal sig nificance.

_ .-.......
c. \

' .

Figure 2. Large blue "R", black "PENSACOLA Flor." (1845) and "10" to Philadelphia. This
is the earliest dated town postmark on a United States registered cover.

Th e " R" marki ngs of Ph iladelphia begin in 1845. Sh o wn in Figure 2 is the earlies t
known ex am ple, which is on a cover or iginating at Pensacol a, Flori da, Octobe r 29, 1845 .
Th e la rge b lue " R," like the lat e r red " R" han dst am p from Cincinnati d iscu ssed by
Alexande r, was fi rst used wi tho ut the cover's being num bered on its face. But late r dur ing
the pe riod of the sma ll blue " R" and subseq uently, all reg iste red covers at Ph iladelphia
bear number s in the lower left co rne r of the face of the cover. In Figure 3 is such a cover
whic h has a "28" next to the address. Th is cover also bears a black stra ight line " REGIS
TERED" from the town of orig in, Lewisto wn. Pennsy lva nia. T hus there are two registered
postmarks on th is co ver from differe nt towns. W he never the " R" wa s writt en out or a
han dstamped mar king was used , the usage is a lways "regi ste red ."
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Figure 3. "REGISTERED" in black straight line. "LEWISTOWN. Pa. MAY 29" (1850) and
"5" rerated to "10." The small blue "R" and a manuscript "28" were applied in Philadel
phia.

Figure 4. Three cents entire cancelled manuscript"Autaugaville Ala. Jun. 21th/54" and
URegisterd Mail June 21." The straight line "REGISTERED" was applied in New Orleans.
another example of a cover with two different registered mail postmarks.

Figure 5. Official cover
bearing "RETURNED R.
LETTER BILL " imprint .
postmarked "PHILADEL
PHIA PA. DEC. 25" (Christ
mas Day). The enclosed
1856 return registered let
ter bill bears the same
postmark.

(Cont inued on page 37)

I-~,
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Coming this March, the final portions of
The Walter C. Klein Collection of

U.S. Stamps and Covers
The 1988-89 auction season will resume after the holidays with
the fourth and fifth sales of The Klein Collection , comprising
proofs, used and unused stamps, blocks and postal history of the
1845-1869 issues, Featured here are a few of the highlights from
this offering of over 1,000 lots.

Sc Brown (Sc . I ) Sc Red Brown (Sc . I)

lOc Black (Sc . 2)

lOc Green ty. I
(Sc . 13)

Sc Red Brown (Sc. 12)

5c Red Brown (Sc. 12)

12c Black (Sc . 17)



Top Row: Ie Blue ty. III (Se. 21),
30e Orange (Sc. 38), 5c Orange Brown reprint

(Sc . 43)

Second Row: 3c Pink (Se . 64 ), 5e Buff (Sc . 67),
12e and 30e 1861 Re-issues (Se . '107, 110)

Third Row: 3c Dull Red (Se. 11), Ie Blue ty. II (Se . 20)

Bottom : U.S . City Despatch Carrier (Se . 6LB3)



Covers from Part Five, the sale of Postal History, including rare local and carrier issues, the 5c Red Brown
(Sc. 28) str ip of seven on cover, a double rate cover to Ger many with "B lack Jack" franking,

and multi-color 1869 franking to Sweden .
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Above : 2c 1869 Re-issueb1ock (Sc. 124) and used 1869 Pictorials

Catalogs for Both Sales $16

To receive catalogs for Parts Four (1845-1869 Issues) and
Five (Postal History) of The Klein Collection, please send check
or money order ($8 each) to Christie's Stamp Department, 502
Park Avenue , New York , N.Y. 10022.

For information regardi ng these sales or Christie's services
please feel welcome to contact Scott Trepel or Elizabeth Pope
at 212-546 -1087.

~
~

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

502 Park Avenue
New York, N. Y. 10022

2 12-546-1087

8 King Street, St. James's
London, SWI Y 6QT England

0 1-839-9060



For example, the small town of Autaugav ille, Alabama, which did not even have a
handstamp with the town 's name, employed the term inology "Registered Mail" (Figure 4)
in 1854. The black handstamp "REGISTERED" was applied in Ne w Orleans. A similar
entire with a Columbus, Mississippi, town handstam p bears a manu script "Reg ister No.
68" and also the black straight line "REGISTERED" applied in New Orleans.

When the Act of March 3, 1855, authorized a uniform plan for the registrat ion of let
ters as well as a fee of five cents, the terminology was alway s " registered" or "registra
tion." Not only the official act, but also several different types of circular s mail ed to post
masters at the time used only the word "registration." The official forms also used the
"registere d lett er " termin ology. The "RETURNED R. LETTER BILL" on the cover
shown in Figure 5 was certainly meant to signify " registered"; the enclose d bill bears the
word "reg istered" in three places and the fee is termed a "reg istry fee."

Thu s I would like to suggest that the terminology " recorded letter" or " reco rded .
mail" could be eliminated from any discussion of either pre-1 855 or post-1 855 registered
mail usages.
"BOX" MARKING
MI LTON MITCHELL

Some 25 years ago I was invited up to the attic of a very old house in Sandy Springs,
Maryland , by a gentleman, himself about 65 years old, whose 90-year-old mother had ju st
passed away. There were some wonderful covers from the fam ily's correspondence, in
cluding seve ral #1 's, many # II's, 25's and 26's, etc., with interestin g cance llat ions and
postal markings, and the illustrated cover with "BOX" cance llation on this Type 5 one
cent stamp.

Although I regularly subscribe to most of the major auction catalogs , and read nearly
everything that is written on the subject of 19th century United States mate rial , I have yet
to see anything written or shown regarding a similar postal marking.

I am, of course , aware that some of the early postal regulations, such as those of Oc-
tober 23, 1843, contain language such as the following:

Postage on Box Letters, 141. All letters placed in a post office to be delivered from it to the
persons addressed, called "Box Letters," the deputy postmaster may charge and receive one
cent each.

Mr. Ca lvet M. Hahn in his excellent article in the SPA Journal (Jan uary 1977 ) dis
cussed these and other similar regulations on the subject of "Origin of the Drop Letter
Charge," but I still have to wonder if anyone has in his possession a similar cover with
"BOX" cancellation or can shed any further light on this subject. If so, I would apprec iate
Chronicle 141 / February 1989 / Vol. 4 1, No. 1 37



receiving co rres ponde nce on thi s subject at 340 1 Hall aton Cou rt, Silver Sp ring. Md.
20906.
SAILINGS OF THE UNITED STATES MAIL
Jan. 1, 1852 to Oct. 1, 1852

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
(Continued from Chronicle 140:259 )

VANDERBILT AND INDEPENDENTS (cont.)

FOR SAN FRANC ISCO. N .Y. Herald. Fri. May 7. 1852. Vanderbilt 's Line - Departure Date - May 20.
1852. 3 P.M.. 5.5. Prometheus for San Juan de Nord. connecting with 5.5. Pacific over Nicaragua transit
route for San Francisco.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. N .Y. Herald. Sun. May 23. 1852. Vanderbilt's Line Departure Date - Sat. June
5. 1852. 3 P.M.• 5.5. Northern Light for San Juan del Norte. connecting with 5.5. Pioneer and Indepen
dence over the Nicaragua Trans it Route.

FOR SAN FRANC ISCO. N .Y. Herald. June 8. 1852. Vanderbilt's Line - Departure Date - Sat. June 19.
1852 . 5 P.M.• 5 .5 . Prometh eus for San Juan del Norte. connecting with steamer Pacific ove r the
Nicaragua Transit Route.

N .Y. Herald. June 20. 1852. Vanderbilt Line - Notice to Calif. passengers. Great reduction in steerage pas
sage for through tickets. 5.5 . Danie l Webster will take the place of the Prometheus and sail on Mon. June
2 I. 3 P.M.. from Pier No. 2. o. River. for San Juan del Norte direct . connecting with the Pac. Steamer on
the Nicaragua Transit Route. having but 12 miles of land transportation. Apply D. B. Allen. Agent. 9 Bat
tery Place.

THROUGH TO SAN FRANCISCO. N .Y. Herald. Sun. May 16. 1852. N.Y. & S.F. 5.5. Co. - Departure
Date - Wed. 23rd. June. 1852. 5.5 . United States for Aspinwall. Navy Bay. connecting with 5.5. Winfield
Scott at Panama for S.F. The 5.5. "U.S." has made the voyage between N.Y. and Chagres in 7 days 19
hrs, and Winfie ld Scott perfo rmed the voyage between N.Y. and Panama in the shortest time on record .
both as to running and actual time from port to port.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA RIO JANEIRO & VALPARAISO AND PANAMA. The new double en
gine 5.5 . "Cortes" 1.800 tons. will depart for the above ports on Thurs. I st day of July ensuing. Apply
Davis Brooks & Co.• 28 Weaver St.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. N .Y. Herald . Wed. June 9. 1852. N.Y. & S.F.S.S. Co. - Departure Date - Fri.
July 2. 1852. 3 P.M.• 5.5. United States for Aspinwall . Navy Bay. connecting at Panama with 5.5. Win
field Scott for S. F.

N .Y. Herald . July 2. 1852. Independent Express Mail for Calif., S. America. Oregon, Sandwich Islands &
China will close this day at 2 P.M.; in charge of a special messenger per steamer United States. via Aspin
wall & Panama. Berford & Co.. 2 Astor Place.

FOR SAN FRA NCISCO . N .Y. Herald. Wed. June 23. 1852. Vanderbi lt Line - Departure Date - Mon. July
5. 1852. 3 P. M.• 5.5 . Northern Light for San Juan del Norte. connecting with 5.5. Pacific over the
Nicarag ua Route.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. N .Y. Herald. Sat. June 26. 1852. Vanderbilt Line - Departure Date - Mon. July
5, 1852. 3 P.M.• 5.5. Prometheus for San Juan del Norte. connecting with 5.5. Pacific over the Nicaragua
Transit Route.

FOR SAN FRANC ISCO. NOT ICE TO CALIF. PASSENGERS. N .Y. Herald . Fri. July 2. 1852. Vander
bilt Line. Departure Date - Tues. July 6. 1852. 3 P. M. 5.5. Prometheus for San Juan del Norte. connect
ing with 5.5 . Pacific over the Nicaragua Transit Route.

N.Y. Herald . June 25. 1852. FOR SAN JUA & AVY BAY. S. S. Westwind . will leave on Tues. July 6.
apply Butler Bros.. 163 & 11 8 South St.
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FO R SAN FRANCISCO. N.Y. Herald. Wed . Jul y 7, 1852, Vanderbi lt Line - Departu re Date - Tues. Jul y
20, 1852, 3 P.M., S.S . Nort he m Ligh t for San Ju an de l Norte , co nnec ting wi th steamer S .S. Lewi s, ove r
the Nicaragua Tra ns it Rou te.

FO R SAN FRANCISCO FO R SAN JUAN DEL NO RTE. N.Y. Herald , Wed. Jul y 2 1, 1852, Vande rbilt
Line, Dep art ure Date - Thurs. Aug . 5, 1852, 3 P.M., S.S . Prom eth eu s for Sa n Juan de l No rte , co nnec ting
with S.S. Pac ific over Nicaragua Rout e. .

FOR SAN FRANCISC O. N.Y. Herald . Sat. July 3, 1852, N.Y. & S .F.S .S . Co ., Depart ure Date - Sat. Aug .
14 , 1852, 3 P.M. , S.S. United Sta tes for As pinwall, Navy Bay, co nnect ing at Panama wi th S.S . Winfie ld

Scott for Sa n Francisco.

FO R SAN FRANCISC O. N.Y. Herald . Fr i. Aug . 6, 1852, Vande rbi lt Line , Dep arture Date - Fri. Aug . 20,
1852, 3 P.M., S.S. No rthern Ligh t for Sa n Juan de l Norte, co nnecti ng with S.S. Paci fic over the Nicaragua
Trans it Rout e .

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. N.Y. Herald , Mon. Aug . 2, 1852, N.Y. & S.F.S .S. Co., Dep arture Date - Wed .
Se pt. I , 1852, 3 P.M., S.S. Uni ted Sta tes for Asp inwall, Navy Bay, co nnec ting with S.S . Winfield Scott at

Pan am a for S.F.

FO R SAN FRANCISCO. N.Y. Herald . Sat. Aug. 2 1, 1852, Vanderbi lt Lin e, Departure Date - Sa t. Se pt. 4,
1852, 3 P.M., S.S. Prometheus for San Ju an de l Norte, co nnec ting wi th S.S. Lewis over the Nicaragua
Transit Rout e.

FO R SAN FRANCISCO. N.Y. Herald . Tues. Se pt. 7, 1852, Vanderbilt Lin e - Depart ure Date - Mon. Se pt.
20 , 1852, 3 P.M., S.S. Nort he rn Ligh t for Sa n Ju an del No rte , co nnec ting w ith the Pacific Steamer ov er

the Nica ragu a tran sit ro ute .

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. N.Y. Herald. Sept. 20, 1852 , Vanderbilt Line , Dep ar ture Date - Sept. 20, 1852,
3 P.M., S.S . Star of the Wes t for San Jua n del Norte , connecting w ith the Paci fic Stea mer over Nica rag ua

Tran sit Route .

FO R SAN FRANC ISCO. N.r. Herald . Thurs. Se pt. 2, 1852, N.Y. & S.F.S .S. Co ., Departure Date - Th urs.
Se pt. 23. 1852, S.S . United States for Aspinwall, Navy Bay, co nnec ting at Pan am a with S.S. Cortes for
San Francisco .

T HROUGH SAN FRANCISCO NO DETENT ION ON T HE ISTHM US. N.Y. Hera ld . Th urs. Sept. 16,
1852, N.Y. & S.F. Line - Departure Date - Sept. 23, 1852, 3 P.M . S.S. Sie rra Nevada for As p inwall, Na vy
Bay, co nnecting at Panama with S .S. Cortes for S.F. This line has never failed to connec t at the appointed
time .

FO R SAN FRANCISCO, only line g iving ticket s for crossing the Isth m us. N.Y. Herald. Wed. Se pt. 22,
1852, Vander bil t Line - Dep arture Date - Tues. Oct. 5, 1852 , 3 P.M ., S.S. Prom eth eu s for San Ju an de l
No rte , co nnec ting with S.S. Pacific over the Nicaragua Tra nsi t Route.

U.S. MAIL SAILINGS, NEW YO R K VIA PANAM A TO SAN FR ANCI SCO

October 20-December 27, 1852

FO R CA LIFO RN IA & OREGON V IA AS P INWALL & PANAMA . N .Y. H eral d . Oct. 6, 1852,
U.S .M .S.S . Co ., Departur e da te - Oct. 20, 1852, 2 P.M. S.S. Illinois, co nnec ting wit h P.M .S.S. O regon at
Panama to sa il for Sa n Fra ncisco.

FO R CALIFO RN IA & OREGON VIA AS PINWALL & PA NAMA . - N .r. Herald . Oct. 12, 1852 ,
U.S.M.S .S. Co ., Departure date - Nov. 5, 1852, 2 P.M ., S.S. Georgia, connecting with P.M.S.S. Pana ma ,

leaving Panama immedi atel y for S .F.

FO R CA LI FO RN IA & OREGON VIA AS PIN WA LL & PA N A M A . - N .Y. H eral d . Nov. 6, 185 2,
U.S .M.S.S. Co ., Dep artur e da te - Nov. 20 , 1852, 2 P.M., S.S. Illin o is, co nnect ing at Panam a with the
P.M.S.S . Northerner.

FO R RIO JANEIR O & VALPARA ISO & PANAMA. - N.Y. Heral d . Oc t. 30, 1852 , P.M.S.S. Co., Dep ar
ture date - on or about Dec. 5, S.S. John L. Stephens . [No ot her infor mati on]
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FOR CALIF. & OREGO N VIA AS PINWAL L & PA AMA. - N.Y. Herald. Nov. 2 1. 1852. U.S.M.S.S.
Co .. Depart ure date - Dec . 6. 1852.2 P.M.. S.S. Georgia. co nnec ting with the P.M.S .S. Co's regu lar mail
stea me r at Pan am a for S. F.

FO R CA LIF. & O REGON VIA ASPINWA LL & PANAM A. - N.Y. Herald. Dec . 10. 11\52. U.S.M.S.S.
Co .. Depart ure da te - Dec . 15, 1852, 2 P.M .. S.S. EI Dorado, connecting at Panam a with the P.M. Co 's

stea me r and sail immediate ly for S.F.

FO R CA LIF. & OREGON V IA AS PINWAL L & PANAMA. - N.Y. Herald . Dec. 7, 1852, U.S.M.S.S.
Co.• Dep arture date - Dec . 20 . 1852, 2 P.M.. S.S. Illinois, co nnec ting at Panama with the P.M.S.S. Co 's
regu lar mai l steamer and sai l immediately for San Francisco .

FOR CA LIF. & O REGON V IA HAVANA FO R ASPINWALL & PANAM A . - N. Y. Herald , Dec. 23.
1852, U.S.M .S.S. Co ., Departu re date - Dec . 27 , 1852. 2 P.M.. S.S. Cherokee. INo other information giv 
en]

(To be co ntinued )
1T&1fTUIDOO For PHILATELISTS, NUMISMATISTS, EPHEMERISTS,
JOO&I])j]', ARCHIVISTS, COLLECTORS AND SAVERS.

PROTECTIVE POUCHES • dimensionally stable,
The clear, s~rong, Inetr:t, "Mylar"*Type D only.

·1 e use IS Dupon sil mw • Pouches for Philatelic covers.
0 (215) 5667067 • Pouches for page & document protection.

f --T~~~;M~o;~~~~-l • "TUCK'S 1's " ' ~ Pouches and Sleeves for cover
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LETTERS OF COLD
by Jesse L. Coburn

The absorbing story of the mails in California from
Spanish control to 1869, Emphasis isplaced on the Gold
Rush period: mail routes by sea and overland, express
companies and their markings, illustrated envelopes
and letter sheets, and postal markings on stampless
and stamped mail.

Over 1,250 photographs, with 16 pages in color,
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Hardbound, 400 pages.
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40 Chronicle 14 1 I February 1989 I Vol. 4 1. No. I



I once received a call from a woman who told me she had a small boxful of New
Jersey covers used In the 1860's and 70's and a cover to China with three 10
cent stamps and one 3 cent stamp. By now I'm pretty blase about" boxfulls of
old covers" but the China cover Intrigued me, especially since she told me the
stamps were Imperforate, I went to see the covers the next day. When I got
there I wasn't surprised to find the New Jersey covers to be the garden variety.
But the China cover... It was from the famous "Blodgett" correspondence. I
couldn't Imagine how this woman acquired a cover from such a famous
correspondence since she obviously wasn't a collector. I asked her about that.
She told me that her late husband's mothers malden name was Blodgett and
that she had kept this cover for sentimental reasons but that there had been
dozens of these covers which her husband had sold In the early 1960's to a
New York dealer. Now anyone who collects classic Trans-Atlantic rate covers
remembers the great sale of these "Blodgett" covers In the early 1960's. Many
of them bore 10 cent Type I's and IV's and there were many combinations of
types. It was a fabulous group. One recently sold In the Grunln Collection and
fetched a five figure price. When I examined this remaining cover I found that
all the 10 cent stamps were Type I's. I told her that they were better stamps
than any In her "old box" and made an appropriate offer. I came away happy.
While I wasn't the beneficiary of the original find of the 1860's, I did hold In my
hand this lonely echo of that bonanza. What happened to her "box of old
covers"? Honestly, I don't remember.

Annual Auction Subscription $15

.L ROBERTG.
"'(~KAUFMANN

P.O. Box 1895
540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township
N.J. 07470

(201) 831 -1772

Postal History
Auctions

Private Treaty, References Please

Our Experience Will Make a Difference for You
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM. Editor
THE U.S.S. MERCEDITA ON PATRIOTIC COVERS FROM THE SHIP
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

One of the more interesting but most difficult aspec ts of collec ting Civil War covers
and postal history occurs when a design printed as a patriot ic effor t ties in with the actual
source or use of the cover.

Ce rta inly man y patri oti c designs were based upon sce nes, eve nts, and prom inent peo
ple of the war. Charles Magnu s and others produced man y panoramic sce nes of cities, bat
tles, and battl e area s, many of which were " lifted" from artwo rk in the contemporary illus
trated weeklies of the time , such as Harper's Weekly and Frank Leslie's Illu strated We ek
ly. Perh aps " ada pted" is a bett er term than "lifted," for the use of such art, which undoubt
edly had to be redrawn some what for patriotic cover s, but I have often wondered what ac
knowledgem ent or compen sation was paid for its use. Probably none, I suspect.

Most of the artwork co nce rning battles occurred after the fact , thus making use of pa
triotics depi ctin g such sce nes, eve n from the battle area s, without much meaning. Howev
er, portraits of battle leaders, sent by soldiers in armies commanded by those offic ers, are
not uncommon ; a lso a few covers exis t from U.S. Nava l vessels bearin g an illustrat ion of
the ship. Probabl y the most famous of these are the covers sent in 1862 from abo ard the
U.S.S. Mercedita , mad e more interestin g because of the disastrous enco unter of that ship
whi le in the blockade of Cha rleston, S.c., with a pair of Confederate ironcl ads on the
night of Jan. 3 1, 1863.

As the Civil War opened , the Federal government quickl y found that many of their
existing naval ships were unsuit ed for blockade duty. The old sailing frigates and ships-of
the-line were unable to ca tch stea mers and also of too deep draft - i.e .. they cou ld not be
used safe ly or efficient ly in the often shallow offs hore waters enco untered in blockade
dut y, and we re spee dily relegated to duti es as receiving or store ships. The lighter sloops
of wa r and brigs were also of little value in pursuing blockaders and were soon laid up.

The stea me rs needed for blockade dut y were bought from the commercial secto r. Rel
ative ly fast steame rs built for service as coastal packets were found ideal. They were fast
eno ugh to deal with most blockade runners, and large eno ugh to ca rry heavy guns and
enough coal to rem ain on blockade off a hostile shore for several weeks. In such serv ice,
they usually were und er sa il, with boiler fires banked except when conditions were such
that they ex pec ted to encounter blockade runners.

The Mercedita, said by the entry in Vol. IV of Dictionary of Am erican Na val Fighting
Ships (Navy Dept. , Naval History Div., Government Printing Office, Washington, 1969) to
have been named after the Indiana town , Mercedes, as a "diminutive" meaning "gra ce
fu lt l)" was built at Brooklyn . N.Y., in 1861 and was registered as a U.S . "s team propellor"
at the Port of New York on Jun e 26, 1861 . However, she apparently never operat ed as a
co mme rcial packet or at least not very long as such, as she was purchased by the Navy on
Jul y 3 1, 1861 , for blockade dut y.

According to the entry in Vol. I, Serie s II, of the Official Records of the Union and
Co nfederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion. usually known as "ORN," (Govt. Printing
O ffice, Washington, 3 1 Vol. 1894-1927) the Mercedita was a 1,000 ton screw steame r or
"pro pe llor" arme d with eight 32 lb. smoot h bore cannon, with a top speed of 11.5 knots
and a loaded draft of 12' 3", which meant that she co uld work in somew hat shallower
water than such ships as the U.S .S. Hartford . Admira l Farragut's famous flagship , which
had a draft of over 17 feet.

More imp ortant for our co nsiderations in the official entry was that Mercedita's sail
ing rig was that of a " barkentine,' i .e.. she had three masts, of which the foremast was
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square-rigged and the other two, fore-and-aft-rigged. This may be confirmed from the il
lustrations of the ship on the covers show n here.

Figure 1. Sent from the Mercedita in the Gulf of Mexico in early March 1862, this cover
showing the ship also bears a printed legend to facilitate use under the enactment of
Congress of Jan. 21, 1862, permitting sailors and marines in the service to send their
mails collect. An announcement was made on February 8, 1862, that such letters had to
bear the signature of the commanding officer or lieutenant of the ship, and the legend,
" Naval letter," so these designs. which read "SHIP'S LETTER," may have been printed
before the announcement was w idely distributed.

The three covers illustrated show Mercedita with the mainm ast (in the ce nter) at two
different locat ions, the covers in Figures I and 3 showing it between two smo kes tac ks, and
that in Figure 2 with the mainmast set more toward the stern and back of a sing le ta ll
stack. Also, the vesse l portrayed by the Figure I and 3 illustrati ons is longer, lower and
more raki sh than that in the Figure 2 drawing.

Sh ip'.. Letter
U. 8. 8 . Mercedlla.

Figure 2. Although this cover, a different design from that of Figure 1. bears a legend in
tended to facilitate sending unpaid as a "Naval Letter," it does not bear the required sig 
nature of an officer of the ship, but was accepted to be sent collect from Philadelphia.
per the "U.S. SHIP" marking which meant the letter was accepted as a ship letter. But.
since the ship fee was not paid out to the master of the Federal or "U.S." ship. it was
not added to the postage to be collected from t he recipient.
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The pictures on the three covers show the ship in black with blue and black back
grounds . Flags are in red , white, and blue, and the long penn ant with "Mercedita" in re lief
is in blue. The photo of Fig ure 3 show s my notes made at the time I borrowed the cover
man y years ago to photograph it.

The cover in Figu re I is in the Go rdon Bleul er collec tion, that in Figure 3 belonged to
Frank S. Levi at the time it was photograph ed . The cover in Figure 2, in the George Wal
co tt co llect ion as Lot 6 18, now in this writer's co llection, caused him to wonder what the
Mercedita reall y was like. A fourth cover, with a design similar to that of the one in Figure
2, but with a ve rse beneath , and addressed to Mrs. Lawrence Moore, same as the Figure I
cover, is illustrated as No. 884 in Dr. James Milgram's Vessel -Named Ma rkings on United
States In/and and Ocea n Watenmys 1810-1890 (Co llectors Club of Chicago, 1984) .

This latter cover, postm arked at New York with a marking type used in 1862 struck
ove r the design so that the date is unclear, has the "verse" below the illustration - actu ally a
qu otation from Comma nde r Stellwagon of the Mercedita - which proves use prior to the
ship's being sent north in February 1863, after which the entire crew, inc luding Stellwagen,
left the ship.
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Figure 3. Sent from the blockade of Charleston, S.C., this cover was fetched into New
York by a Navy ship on Dec. 15,1862, marked "Due 3" in manuscript and sent on its way,
even though it had no certifying signature as a Naval Letter, nor is it marked "U.S. SHIP."
The notes on the photo show the colors as recorded at the time the photo was taken.

Th e serv ice of the Mercedita , relative to her assignments and locat ion , tell s us much
about the handl ing of the three covers shown. Mercedita was ass igned to the Gulf Blockad
ing Squadro n in Janu ary 186 2, and, after that squadro n was divided into East and West
G ulf Blockadin g Squadron s (EGBS and WGB S) by an orde r of the Navy Dept ., Jan. 20,
1862, was ass igned to the EG BS with headquarters at Key West, a Flor ida town that re
main ed in Federal hand s throu ghout the war.

The order was n't impl em ented unt il the new co mmander of the WGB S, David G. Far
ragut (later Admira l), ar rived at Ship Island to prepare to cap ture New Orleans.

In the meantime, the Merccdita had been ass igned to the Pass a l'Out re, one of the
passes into the Mississi ppi River, on blockade dut y. on Jan . 27, 1862, and she rema ined
there until she fina lly joi ned the EGBS about Marc h 12, 1862, and was assig ned without
del ay to the blockade o f Apalac h ico la, Florida. Since the local Co nfe de rate mi litary
promptly evacuated the town , the Mercedita was replaced by a sailing ship by mid April
and sent to operate in the New Providence Chan nel to intercep t any blockade runners she
co uld discover runni ng out of the Bahamas.

In this service , the Mercedita captured several vessels, including one, the Bermuda ,
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that was large, valuable, and important.
On July 28, 1862 , the Mercedita was ordered to New York for repairs, and on Sept. I ,

1862, was ordered to join the South Atlantic Blockadin g Squadron (SABS) with headquar
ters at Port Royal, S.c., where the Federals had established a strong bridgehead on the
coa st of the Confederacy.

On Sep t. 19, 1862, Mercedita was at Port Royal and was promptly assign ed to the
blockade of Charleston, S.c. Aside from occasional trips to Port Royal for coa l, Merc edita
was on this service until she was rammed by the ironclad C.S.S . Pa lmetto State whic h
came out of the mists at 4 AM on the morning of Jan . 31, 1863, to attack the M ercedita as
the first blockader encountered.

With a large hole at the water line and a heavy cannon shot through the steam drum,
that scalded or killed several of her crew, the Mercedita was believed to be in a sinking
condition and hailed the Confederates for help, announcing she had surrendered. Agreeing
that the ship was sinking, the Confedera tes took the captain's and crew's paro le and wen t
on about their business. However, the crew was able to stop the leaks and restore power,
and, as the Confederates had, after attacking three more ve sse ls, re treated back into
Char leston harbor, the Me rcedita went on to Port Royal. After much contention, the U.S.
Navy Dept. deci ded that since the Confederates, as it were, abando ned their prize, and nev
er took possession of the Mercedita, she could still be used after bei ng repaired , and the
crew was considered paro led.

On Feb. 12, 1863, Capt. Stellwagen and the Mercedita were ordered to tow the dam
aged British steamer Ossian to Philadelphia, which they did , arri ving there on Feb . 28 ,
1863. Capt. Stellwagen and his crew were detached and ultimately sent to other duties, and
the Mercedita , after being repa ired , was sent to the Caribbean to guard the Windward Pas
sage through which the steamers from Panama carried mails and treasure from Cal ifornia.
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Figure 4. Sent from the Mercedita after she arrived at Philadelphia in early February
1863, after being rammed and defeated by the C.S.S. Palmetto State, Since the entire
crew was sent away from the ship, this cover probably marks the end of the illustrated
covers from the Mercedita, The 1C stamp was used to prepay the carrier fee on this dou
ble weight letter to the Philadelphia post office from the Navy Yard.

No illustrated covers have been seen from this later service, but , of the three covers
illustrated here, the locations from which they were sent may all be identifie d. The cover
shown in Figure I, postmarked at Philade lphia on Mar. 16, 1862, was sent from the Mer
cedita at about the time she was detached from the blockade of the Mississipp i River's
Outer pass, in earl y March 1862, although the vesse l that brou ght the letter to Philadelphia
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hasn't been identified.
The cover in Figu re 2, with a Philadelphia postmark of Oct. 3, 1862. and a matching

stra ightline "U.S.SHIP" marking. arrived there aboard the U.S.S. Keystone State on that
date and was sent from the Mercedita fro m the blockade of Charleston. or while coa ling at
Port Royal - always a good time to sen d letters. The Keystone State had fetche d Admira l
DuPont . then in co mmand of the SABS , north for a confe rence at Wash ington and the ship
then went on to Phi ladelphia for repairs.

Th e cover shown in Figure 3, with a ew York postmark of Dec. 15, 1862. was
brought the re by one of the vesse ls sent for repairs to ew York .

As noted previously, the cove r of Figure I and another cover with a design similar to
that o f the Figure 2 cover. exce pt fo r an adde d legen d. are both addressed to Mrs.
Law rence Moore of Woodbridge, N.J. Figure 4 shows another cover from aboa rd the Mer
cedita, addressed to Mrs. Moore. sent after the ship had returned to Philade lph ia on Feb .
23. 1863, to be repaired after her enco unter with the C.S .S. Palmetto State . From this. and
know ing that Mrs. Mo ore's correspondent was, as part of the crew of the ship, detai led to
ot her dut ies or disch arged, thi s shows he survived and also help s confirm that the illustrat
ed covers a ll ca me from the ship during its service in 1862 or early 1863.

Figure 5 . Drawing of the
Mercedita made by Xanthus
Smith in the 1880s for the
Century Magazine series that
was made into Battles and
Leaders of the Civil War,
published in four volumes in
that era. A comparison with
the designs on the envelopes
sent from the Mercedita show
that this drawing came from
still a different source.

Th e sources of the designs aren 't as easy to determ ine as the sources of the covers. I
have a note , so urce unknown, tha t an illustrat ion of the Mercedita was in an issue of
Harper 's Illu strated Weekly. date unknown . as part of a group of ships. If so, and the de
sign used for Figures I and 3 was taken from that picture, it had to have been prior to the
use in Ma rch 1862. A drawing was made of the Mercedita intended for Battles & Leaders ,
the marvell ously detailed history of the Civil War comp iled by interviews and articles by
the part icipa nts, publ ished by the Ce ntury Company of New York in the 1880s after the ar
ticles had app eared in the Ce ntury Maga zine . While this drawing, by Xan thus Smit h, dur
ing the war a member of the SABS at Charleston and POl1 Royal and later at Mob ile . was
app aren tly used in the maga zine, it didn't appear in the four volume work compiled from
the arti cles. Altho ugh sta ted to have been made from sketches made by Smith at the time.
it is definitely no t the source of either of the des igns discu ssed here, as may be noted from
Figure 5. It was publi shed in minute form for record purposes, so me years ago when
America n Heritage published the Century Co llec tion of Civil War Art. based upon a dis
covery, made shortly before , of three trunk s of the original artist's dra wings.

It is possibl e that all the drawings are accurate . The Mercedita may have looked as
show n on the covers of Figures I and 3 when she first went to war, a time when, usually,
dra wings and paintings are mad e. She was sent back to New York to be repaired ju st be
fore the design of Figure 2 appeared, and the changes show n may have been made in the
process of pro vidin g new boilers, a commo n need at a time when ships used salt water for
boilers to ge nerate stea m. 'Thus, moving her mainmast back to the rear of the stacks may
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have been done, perh aps, to provide better draft , or for othe r reason s. but is not illog ica l.
In any case, these covers provide the Civ il War posta l history co llec tor wi th added in

terest from the history of the ship. It also adds aut he ntica tio n to covers that, altho ugh listed
in various publicatio ns, have been de scri bed with a few min or errors such as wrong year
dates, spe lling of the ship's nam e and interpretation of usage.

The da ta used for these note s were taken mai nly from ORN , VoIs. 13, 17, and 18 of
Series I, and Vol. I of Series II. In addition, such publicatio ns as the "Lytle- Ho ldcarnper
List ," more formally know n as Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States , (Steamship
Historical Socie ty of America , Inc., Sta ten Island , N.Y. , 1975) and List No. 22 , Li st of
American Flag Merchant Vessels that received certificates of Enrollment or Registry at
the Port of New York, 1789-1867 (Nationa l Archives, Wash ington , D.C. , 1968), and man y
othe r works than those cited here were consulted.
LEOMINSTER DUE POSTAGE LABELS OF THE 18605
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

In Chronicle 48 (Oc tober 1954 - and it doesn 't see m like 34 years ago), the late
Lester L. Downing, with help from Carl Cowdry, authored an art icle about the Leominster,
Mass. , postmaster, Charles H. Colburn, and his use of the " 3" numeral to cancel stamps on
covers. Thi s marking and an illustra tion of a cover may be found in Simpson's US PM ,
pages 11 6-118.

The Chronicle article . which was an attempt to put to res t the occasiona l ass umptio n
that stamps with the " 3" nea tly centered on them used at Leominster we re precancell ed,
pictu red the actual instrument used and descr ibed Colburn's use of it.

This was obtained from memoirs of Co lbum's successor, one Th omas A. Hills, who
had served previou sly as Co lburn' s aide and ma ny years later wrote abou t Colburn's
method of handl ing his duties.

In short, while the "3" is always nicely ce ntere d on the stam p, and no covers, I think ,
are known where it ties the stamp to the cove r, this factor is simply due to Colburn 's ex
tremely preci se and del iberate methodology of postmarkin g lett ers, whic h invo lved heat
ing up the ca nceller and making test ma rkings every few minut es. Th ere is no ev idence at
all tha t any of these stamps so cance lled were ever sold and used as precance ls.

The "J's" were used to cance l stamps of both the 1851 -57 and 1861 eras, and possi
bly later, as Co lburn served as postmaster at Leom inster from 1833-1874 , according to
Hill 's mem oirs, with but one eig ht-day interruption because of politics.

The cove rs show n with this art icle indicate that Co lburn developed othe r interesting
methodology in the 1860s not often used by postmasters e lsewhere. Th ese show use at
Leominster, beginning in ear ly 1862, if not soo ner, of what in essence might be ca lled
"postmas ter's provision al postage due stamps," exce pt that , since they were apparently
hand stamped one at a time in spare moment s, two are se ldo m identical.

Co lburn's "s tamps" cons isted of various hand stamps applied to strips of thin dark red
or ma roon paper, either pre-gummed at one end or, in most cases that I've see n, at least ,
only attached to the cover at one end of the strip.

When incoming letters were received at Leom inster wi th postage due, the strips with
appro priate wording were applied to the covers and, presumably. due postage was ulti 
mately co llec ted when each letter was del ivered .

I show four examp les of these, all diffe rent and all from 1862-63, but I have photos
of later similar uses at Leominster in the ea rly 1870s.

Fig ures I and 2 show the earliest exa mples I've recorded. Th ese are two of four cov
ers rece ntly sold as one lot (at $ I600 .00 !) in a Robert Kau fm an n sa le, all from the same
correspo ndence and all originating with a so ldie r of the 26 th Ma ssac husett s Volunteer In
fantry during the Federal occ upation of Ship Island , Mississippi, and ca pture of New Or
leans in 1862. They all are add ressed to Dr. Edward White at Leom inster.
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Figure 1. Leominster " DUE 3 CENTS" magenta label on cover from Ship Island, Miss.,
which entered mail at Baltimore, Md., as certified soldier's letter. Content of the letter is
datelined January 1862. The dark lines around the label in the photo were produced in
the photographic process, as the label was so dark that "pasteovers" had to be used to
provide a usable illustration.

Th e cover shown in Figure I, bearing a soldier's letter endorsement of an officer of
the 26th Ma ssachusetts, which had arri ved at Ship Island in Decem ber 186 1, long before
an occ upation post office was es tab lished there, conta ins a letter datelin ed "S hip Island ,
Jan . 29 th/G ulf of Mex ico. " The letter was carried north, probab ly, by one of the Army
tran sport s tha t had brou ght more troops to Ship Island for the subsequent Federal attack on
Co nfederate-he ld New Orlea ns . The only handstamp on the cover is the blue " DUE/3" in a
sma ll c ircle, which, from other examples, we know to have been appli ed at Baltimore, Md.

Th e cover was tran sm itted to Leominster where the strip of maroo n paper bearing its
legend " DUE 3 CENTS" (with the "3" on its side) was attac hed.

I

/ h.t · ·

Figure 2. A similar cover from the same correspondence as that of Figure 1, sent from Ft.
St. Phillip on the Mississippi River below New Orleans, May 9, 1862, per dateline. The
maroon strip of paper attached to show postage due at Leominster simply has a "3."
Again, the dark areas around the label are from the photographic process and not the
cover.

Figure 2 shows ano ther cover of the corres pondence bearing a "U .S.SHIP/3¢" mark 
ing applied at one of the northern ports to indica te, although it was trea ted as a ship letter,
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no 2¢ fee had been paid out or was being charged becau se the letter was brought into port
by a Fede ral or "U.S." ship whose master wasn't pe rmi tted to accept the ship fee .

Th is cover, also bearing a soldier's letter endorseme nt and signature of an office r of
the 26t h Massac husetts regime nt, contains a lette r date lined " Fort St. Phi llip (s) [s ic! ] Mis
siss ippi River Lou isiana/May 9, 1862."

After the flee t commanded by David G. Farragut (lat er Admiral) had passed the forts
defending the river below New Orlea ns in April 1862, the for ts soon fe ll from a co mbina
tion of mortar bombardmen t and iso lation, and the 26 th Ma ssac husetts was assigned to oc
cupy the forts to contro l the river below New Orleans.

When the cover shown in Figure 2 reac hed Leo min ster, a strip of maroon paper with
a "3" was attac hed indicating postage was due, and, I presume, co llected.

Figures 3 and 4 show two more exa mples of th is odd me thod of Postm aster Co lburn 's
in co llec ting postage due.

;.,
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Figure 3. Placed in the mails at Old Point Comfort, Va., in July 1862, and probably from a
soldier or sailor with Federal forces on the Confederate coast, this cover was underpaid,
and should have had 6~ postage. Thus, the postmaster at Leominster first applied a label
indicating 3C due, then, evidently in accordance with instructions left with him, applied
another label showing six cents due for forwarding and totalled the two for a "Due 9
cts" collect charge.

The cover shown in Figure 3, prob ably from a so ldier, as it appears to bea r an Old
Point Co mfort, Va., ma rkin g of July 1862, was apparen tly underpaid 3¢, being more than
'[: ounce we ight. Th us, when it was rece ived at Leom inster, Postmaster Co lburn applied a
red label reading, " UNDERCHARGED/D UE 3 CENTS :' Then, recognizing that he had
instructions on file to forward mail to the addressee, now at Northboro, Mass., he added a
second red label reading. " FORWARDED 1862/DUE SIX CENTS," and tota lled the two
labels. as it were. with a man uscri pt " Due 9 cts" below the labels. A Leominster datestamp
of Ju ly 21 (faint and at lower left - it may not show in the photo) completes the story.

Figure 4 shows still another use. agai n probably from a sold ier. addressed to Leomin
ster. but also forwarded to orthboro, but to apparent ly a different mem ber of the family
to whom the Figure 3 cover was sent. Thi s cover has a red label reading " FORWARDED
1863/D UE 3 CE TS. " It was originally sent from Louisvi lle. Ky., on Feb . 16, 1863, and
forwarded at Leominster on Feb . 19. 1863 .

Going back to the correspondence of Figures I and 2. a thi rd cover was prepaid by a
stamp. sent from ew Orleans. and the fourth cover. also a due soldie r's letter sent from
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Figure 4. Sent from Louisville, Kentucky, in February 1863, this cover was forwarded
from Leominster on Feb. 19 with a maroon label showing "FORWARDED 1863/DUE 3
CENTS" as a forwarding charge.

New Orlea ns in Jul y 1862, has but a bit of a Leo minster due postage strip attac hed , the
rest evidently having been torn off.

Further rep ort s of other exa mples of these interesting usages are so lici ted, since eac h
see ms to be di fferent. From the 1870s, I have photos of two covers with due strips app lied
at Leominster , and two more with simi lar str ips sent in Iow a with no relati on ship to
Leominster. Further data on those are solici ted .
U.S. #29, Gem , used
PRO cert.

U.S. #36b, Gem, used
Red & Black cancels

PRO & PFC

U.S. #37, Gem, used
PFC, Red Grid

Finest used copy

U.S. #38, Gem , used
Red Grid & Red
Boxed " PO" eels

SUPERB Quality 19th Century Stamps
of the United States.

IIQ uolity is our ONLY Business II

(305) 274·4066 JRallr!.all
P.O. Box 56-1593, Miami, FL 33256-1593

Members: APS
USPCS
ASDA
so Chron icle 141 / Februa ry 1989 / Vol. 4 1. No . I



THE 1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEL. Editor
1869 COVERS TO GERMANY: THE 7'; RATE
MICHAEL lAURENCE

Despite its modest appearance, the cover shown in Fig ure I is a scarce and interestin g
postal histor y artifac t, significant for several reason s. Additiona lly, it she ds light on a
postal rate to Germ any that is not usually associated with the 1869 stamps.

The cover originated in Florence, S.c. , and was datestamped there on July 8, 1870 .
Not too many higher-value 1869 covers survive from the devastated areas of the reco n
struc tion so uth. My records show only two or three 10¢ 1869 covers from Sout h Caro lina .

Th e Figure I cover is addressed to a destination in Germany. It was se nt via the
cheaper "direct" route, as indicated by the routing "via Hamburg or Bremen." Direct car
riage is confirmed by the New York exchange office mark ing, which might not show
clea rly in the Figure I photo . The mark ing reads NEW YO RK PAID AL L DIR ECT JUL
12.

Figure 1. 10C 1869 cover from Florence, S.C., to Germany, posted July 8, 1870 . Paying the
short-lived 7C rate, the cover bears a New York "direct" ma rking and a Verviers-Cologne
receiver, two markings that should not occur on the same cover.

However, the cover also bears a "Vervier s-Coeln" rece ivi ng mark, applied on a
railway sorting car at the Belgium-Germa ny frontier. This marking is cha rac ter istic of the
more ex pensive "v ia England" route. It should not app ear on a "direct" cover. Th e pres
ence of these two confl icting markings on the same cover req uires some explanation .

Throughout the lifetime of the 1869 stamps, mai l could be sent from the U.S. to Ger
man y by two different rout es. The cheaper and slower was the direct rou te , via steamers of
the Hamburg-American or the North Germ an Lloyd Lines. Both these German -owned
lines sai led wee kly from New York, with HAPAG deb ark ing its direct mail s at Hamburg
and NG L deb arkin g its direct mails at Bremen. Both lines made regularly scheduled inter
medi ate stops at England, and HAPAG also stopped at Cherbo urg, in France. But the di
rect mail for Germ any stayed on board all the way to the Germa n port.

The alterna tive route was almost invariab ly design ated "via Eng land." Thi s was the
successor to the fam iliar Prussian Closed Mail route. During the 1869 era, co vers to Ger 
many "v ia England " wo uld leave the transatlantic stea mer at the first British port, to pro
ceed onward to Germ any by train and ferry. Th is route was faster and more cos tly than re-
Chronic le 141 I February 1989 I Vol. 4 1. No . 1 5 1



maining with the Ge rman steamer through the Channel and into the No rth Sea. It's imp or
tant to understand tha t the German stea me rs crossed the Atlantic with covers that travell ed
on both routes . Som e got off at England , and others stayed on board all the way to Ger
many.

As es tablished by the U.S.-Ge rma n postal treaty negotiated in 1867 , the direct rate
from the U.S. to German y, effec tive I January 1868, was 10¢. The 1867 postal treat y re
qui red rev ision by 1870, after the U.S. and England agreed to a reducti on in the bulk
postage paid to the stea me r lines carry ing mails betw een them , and afte r both the German
lines ag reed to accept these lower fees. Articles of agree ment signed in the spring of 1870
produced lower rates that we nt into effect on I July 1870 . Th e direct rate from the U.S. to
Germany was reduced from 10¢ to 7¢.

However, the Franco-Prussian war was loom ing ju st as the lower rate took effec t.
War was decl ared by Fra nce on 19 Jul y 1870. While the German forces were destin ed to
prev ail in e ight short months, Germ any had no navy. Since the German North Sea port s
were easi ly subject to French blockade , the HAPAG and NGL stea me rs were withdrawn to
neutral locat ion s. And as a co nsequence, whi le the 7¢ direct rate ex isted in theory, there
we re soon no ships by which covers franked at that rate could be carried.

In all, the Ge rma n stea me rs made seven transatlan tic crossings from New York dur
ing Jul y 1870, aft er the 7¢ rate became effec tive and prior to the suspens ion of service.
Covers that show the 7¢ di rect rate fro m this period - whe ther prop erl y prepaid or ove r
paid - are surprisingly sca rce , possibl y becau se co rres pondence via thi s route diminis hed
as the likel ihood of war increased, and possibl y too because such covers have not yet been
fully recogni zed by co llec tors .

Beside s the co ver in Fig ure I, I know of onl y two other 10¢ 1869 cove rs posted at the
7¢ rate during the brief window in the summer of 1870 during which such covers co uld be
carried. Se rvice was revived fitfully during the fall of 1870 and resumed regul arl y when
peace was res tored in February 1871 . Covers show ing the 7¢ rate from the postwar era are
more frequently see n, but by then the 1869 stamps had been supplanted by the Banknotes,
so that 1869 covers are uncommon. One such cover is shown as Figure 2, discussed mo re
ex tensive ly below.

Figure 2. 6C and 1C 1869 stamps properly prepaying the 7C direct rate to Germany, a rate
that was only sporadically available during the lifetime of the 1869 stamps.

Th e Fig ure 1 cover crossed the Atlantic on the HAPAG steame r Holsatia , departing
New York City Jul y 12. Th e war was officially declared ju st one wee k later, while thi s
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cover was still at sea . Holsatia would ordinarily ca ll at Plym outh , Eng land, and Cher
bourg, France, before go ing on to Hamburg, but such a co urse was now out of the ques
tion.

According to information developed by Clifford Friend and Walter Hubbard , pub 
lished in Chronicle 105, Holsatia landed all its mail s at Plym outh on Jul y 22. The vessel
stayed at Plymouth for a month , then sailed for Scotland to wa it out the war.

Holsatia 's direct mail s to Germany were obviously treated ju st like the "v ia Eng land"
mails. Th is ex pla ins the unu sual presence of the Vervi er s- Cologne rail way marking ,
which, as noted, is usuall y see n on covers posted at the higher "v ia England" rate . It is
never found, except in the instance of a highly idiosyncratic cross ing such as thi s one , on
covers that bear "direct" markings from the U.S . exc hange office .

Figure 2 shows a cover from December 1870 , on which the 7¢ direct rate to Germany
is paid by the se ldom-seen co mbination of a 6¢ and a I¢ 1869 stamp. Thi s cover is date
stamped Will iamsbu rgh , N.Y., Dec. 7, bears a NEW YORK PAID ALL DIRECT marking
dated Dec. 10, and a Bremen receiving mark dated 25- 12-70. According to the Friend 
Hubbard data, this cover must have crossed on the NGL steame r America . whi ch arri ved
Bremen December 24.

As noted , covers bearing this rate properly paid by 1869 stamps are not at all com
mon . Additionall y, it's my impression that the combination of 6¢ plus I¢ 1869 is a very
scarce one. By way of a comparison, my cont inu ing studies of the 10¢ 1869 stamp show
not one cove r bearing the combination of 10¢ plus I¢ 1869. (There are several covers
bearing IO¢ 1869. I¢ 1869 plus other stamps, but none bear ing ju st the two.) Thanks to
Rev. Edward Busch of La Verne, Ca lifornia, for sharing this cover.

For more inform ation on covers to German y during the 1869 era , including copious
references, see my broad survey article , " IO¢ 1869 covers to Germany," in The J982 Reg
ister of the U.S. 1869 Pictorial Research Associates.
BUILDING YOUR COLLECTION
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M . SEARING. Editor
THE EIGHT CENT COLUMBIAN STAMP
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

Th e December 5 , 1892, Post Offi ce Circular that ann ounced and described all of the
othe r stamps of the Columbian series mad e no ment ion of the 8¢ Co lumbian. Th e 8¢
Co lumbian was a late addi tion, made necessary by the reducti on of the registration fee
fro m 10¢ to 8¢ , January I , 1893. A Post Office C irc ula r da ted Fe bruary 28 , 1893,
anno unced: I

On the Ist of March. 1893. the Departm ent will begin the issue of the following article
of stamped paper:

I. An S-ce nt postage stamp of the Co lumbian series minted for the payment of the
red uce d fee on reg iste red matt er. Th is stamp is of the same genera l sty le as the other
denomination s of the Columbian stam ps. and bears a reproductio n of the picture pai nted by
Fra ncis co Jove r. the orig ina l o f which is now in Spain. entitled "Columbus Restored to
Favor." T he co lor of the stamp is magenta-red.

O'Brien gave the full ti t le o f the pa inting as "T he Affecti on at e Recepti on o f
Columb us by Ferd ina nd and Isabe lla ," by Franc isco Jover y Ca sanova ( 1830- 1890) .-

The prec ise dat e of issu e is open to qu estion . He izm ann q uoted a Post Office,
document g iving Ma rch 3 as the da te. Brookm an compromised with March 2. Wh atever
the early March da te, this wa s the firs t e ight ce nt stamp the U.S. had issued. The 8¢
Gen eral She rman definitive of the 1890 series did not appear until Marc h 2 1.

Figure 1. Plate proof of the
final design.

Figure I ex hibits a plate pro of of the fina l design . The vignett e wa s eng rave d by
Charles Sk inner, the fram e and lettering by D. S. Ronald son ." In his study, Essays for u.s.
Adhes ive Postage Stamps, C larence Brazer lists only a sing le incomplete eng rav ing of the
design in black on india paper. ,

Onl y 10 ,656 ,5 50 8¢ Co lum bians were iss ued . F ive IDO-subject p la te s we re
employed in the pr intin g: II 129, II 130, I11 31 , I11 32 and I11 33. There are diffe rent co lor
shades and some double transfer s but no major var ieties. Figu re 2 offers a plate impr int
block .

1. Lester G. Brookman . The United States Postage Stamps of the / 9th Century. 111 :68-69, 1967.
2. John F. O'Br ien. "Basis of the Design of the U.S. Co lumbia n Expos ition Issue of 1893." T he

American Philatelist. 98 :895-900 (Se ptember 1984l.
3. Lou is J. He izmann. " Wanamaker's Co lumbians." Ameri can Philatelic Congress . 34 :9 1-98.1968.
4. Cra ig 1. Tu rner. "T he Earl y United States Bank Note Companies ," America n Philat elic Congre s s

38 :11-47 , 1972.
5. Report of the Postma ster General , 1894. p. 472.
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Figure 2. Plate imprint
block.

The main use of the 8¢ Co lumbian was, naturall y, the payment of the new 8¢ regis try
fee . Fig ure 3 shows a regi stered cover to Canada, May 16, 1894. At that time rates to
Canada were the same as U.S. domestic rates. A 2¢ Co lumb ian paid the postage, an 8¢
Co lumb ian paid the registration fee .

Figure 3. Registered to Canada, MAY 16, 1894. Domestic rates applied: 2e per ounce for
postage, 8e for registration.

Figure 4 offe rs an unusual exa mple of sing le stamp usage of the 8¢ Co lumbian, a
single stamp paying a single rate. This is an official business card from the Departme nt of
the Interior, Sea ttle Wash., May 29, 1894: Postage was free but registra tion was not. To

Figure 4. Official business postal card from the Department of the Interior, Seattle,
Wash. , MAY 29, 1894. For official business postage was free; registration still cost 8e.
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register this official busin ess card cos t the Department of the Inter ior 8¢, paid with an 8¢
Co lumbian.

Figure 5. NEW YORK, FEB 21, 1894, to Switzerland; 10.; UPU double postage, 8.;
registration.

Of co urse the 8¢ Co lum bian was valid for regu lar pos tage. An example of one 8¢
Columbi an paying for registra tion and a second 8¢ Co lumb ian he lpin g to pay the 10¢
UPU dou ble rate pos tage is seen in Figure 5. Th is cover to Switzerlan d was posted in New
York , Feb ruary 2 1, 1894 .

Figure 6. Port Townsend, Wash. , to Hong Kong, China, AUG 10 1899. Registration
emphasized with a San Francisco registry seal. Stamps cancelled with the Port
Townsend " kicking mule."

A registe re d cover to Hong Kon g , Chi na, is dis played in Figure 6, from Port
Town send , Wash., August 10, 1899. This was late usage of the 8¢ Co lumbia n but the
reg istry rate was st ill 8¢ and the stamp was still valid. The cover sports a San Francisco
reg istry seal but the most unu sual feature is the series of small (purp le) cance llat ions.
Close examinat ion shows that eac h is a mule , the famo us kicki ng mule. The story of this
unauthor ized ca ncellation has been detailed by Cornell and by Waud ."

6. Lee H. Cornell, The Tale of the Kickin g Mille, 1949: Morri son Waud, " Kicking Mule Cancella
tions," Chronicle 25:225-231 (November 1973).
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Figure 7. From New York, February 15, 1895, to Switzerland. Registered and as such
overpaid 16C. An attempt to show off these new and attractive stamps.

With its array of stamps of di fferent issues, the cover of Fi gure 6 co uld be called
philat eli c , deliberatel y contrived. For the cover of Fi gure 7 , showing th e firs t seven
denominati on s of the Columbian s, I¢ th rou gh 8¢, there is no doubt. There had been suc h
criticism of the Colum bia ns , some of it political , so me from people wh o sim ply objected
to an ything new. But Mrs. Zell e r of Brookl yn, who cre ated thi s 1895 cover, was proud of
the new Columbians and wanted to sho w them off to her friends in Switzerland.
Excellent United States
STAMPS, COVERS AND PROOFS

Send $1.00 for your
fully illustrated Net Price Sale

catalogue of excellent United States
stamps, covers and proofs.

o Aggressive buyers of quality U.S. s ta mps.
o Expert appraisal s a nd collecti o n co ns ulta tion.
o Pers onalized wan t list se rvice.

DAVID CHAMPACNE INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 361095
MELBOURNE, FLORIDA 32936

(305) 773-9217
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc . Editor
"ART-5 B.R. PKT." HANDSTAMPS ON UNPAID WEST COAST LETTERS
CHARLES J. STARNES

Fro m I luI. 1851 to I l uI. 1863 the British conve nt ion intemationa l rate was 291t
from the we st coast (Califo rnia, Oregon, Washington Territory from 1853), prepaym ent
optiona l. Ou r listing of 52 co vers, Nov. 1851-lun. 1863. incl udes prepa id 34 to and six
from the U.K. , with the othe r 12 unp aid to the U.K. The prepaid lett ers were marked PAID
at San Franc isco and then routed to New York , where they were proper ly credited (31t if by
Am. Pkt ., 191t Br. Pkt. ) for shipping to England .' Th e unp aid letters went via San Franc is
co and New York, but they were not deb ited there, being carried as clo sed mai l to Liver
pool by British packet ; Ame rican packet transatl antic-carriage unp aid covers may exist.
Upo n deliv ery at the L iverpool exc hange office the covers were hand stamped with the
A RT-5 B.R. PKT. c lass ificat ion and the 1/2'h to co llec t fro m addressee ( Ish.2 'h d .,
291t/'hoz.). Figure I shows a typica l cove r; another was illustrated by Walter Hubbar(j,C
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Figure 1. Unpaid 29<: rate. Business letter dated San Francisco, 19 Jun. 1856 to New York,
Iv. 16 Jul. on Cunard Canada to Liverpool. 26 Jul. to London, 28 Jul. Rated with 1 sh. 2' / 2
d . (29<:) total due and stamped ART-5 BR PKT. Article 5 in Letter Bill and other account
forms for U.S.-U.K. treaty mail referred to unpaid closed mail in t ransit.

I . San Franc isco was a receipt and distribut ion center for British mails. but was not author ized to act
as an exchange office for Briti sh co nvention mails to or beyond England until I Jan . 1868.

2. W. Hubbard . "Closed Mail s from Ca lifornia to Great Britain. 1849-1860." Chronicle 109. 60-6 1.
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Unfortunately, there has been some confusion in ex planatio n of the use of. the ART 5
handstamps. Robertson pictures the two ART 5 (B.R. and U.S.) and the 1/21h markin gs,
states their use as" I 849?-60" authorized charge on mail from the wes t coas t of America.'
Frank Staff wrote that the ART 5-B.R. PKT. was "A postmark used in connec tion with Ar
ticle 5 of the Convention," referri ng to the U.S.-U.K . conve ntion of 1848-49, on the tran
sit of closed mails via the U.S. between the British Nor th American Provinces and the
U.K. And in 1981, Hubbard, in the article cited, ties the ART hand stamp s with the conve n
tion, adding they were "occasionally found on unpaid letters from Ca lifornia which had
crossed the United States and the Atlantic in closed bags."

G.

L ett er bill for the correspondence bettrcen the United States and tlte United
Kingdom.

M ail from-- to -- by the -- packet.

POST OFFICE, •

tM-- qf----,18.1
T he follo wing a rt icles are sent herewith , the receipt of w hich i t is requested m ay be acknowl

edg ed, viz :

§ I.-L'llpui"ltl/ trS, <\,c., 10beplaced to tJu creditof thl Uniltd StlIlu offiCl•.
Staleme nt by the Uni - Verification by the

ted States office. British office.

1. Un pa id letters from the Un ited Stat es for the Dollars. I Cents. Dollars. 1 C~jl;S.

Un ited K ingdom at - cents the single rare.•
2 Un pllid leuers from fore ign countries, United I

Sl ates possess ion s, &c., in trl,"~ it through
the United Sl ates for the United K inzdom . •

3. l'ew spapers in transit IIINI1!!;h the Unito:d I
S tales for the United K ingdom at 2 cents
each ..

4. M issent, red irected , find retu rned letters ri>-
ceived from the Uuired Kin gdo m ..

5. Closed mails for the British office in tran sit
through the Un ited Statea .

Numb""
of newe
por t rs•

t) RI(i t~_ The ...·eight of leit ers :'i"et w eight
and the nu mbe r of of leuera,
ne wsr llrers contain- in ounces.
ed In the clo sed
mails a re to been- 1----1- --
tered in the verifi-
cation column by
tire Il ritisb office.

Figure 2. Letter Bill form, Regulations for Execution of the 1848 U.S.-U.K. Convention.
Note Article 5 of Section 1 above, used for accounting unpaid closed mail via U.S. to U.K.

Michae l Jackson, Secretary of The Postal History Soc iety of Great Britain, in his fine
summation, "The ART and Accountancy Marks Issued to Liverpoo l in Connection with
the British-Un ited States Treaty of 1848-49,"-' gives the correct explanation of the ART 5
handstamps. They were used to note the recei pt of unpaid letters sent by closed mail via
the U.S. to England. A copy of the Letter Bill accompanying such mail is show n as Fig . 2
(the same wording appears in the Acknow ledgement of Receip t and in the amended forms

3. A. W. Robertson, The Ship Letter Stamps of Liverpool. 10-11 .

4. F. Staff, The Transatlantic Mail , 167.
5. Postal History , The Bulletin ofthe Postal History Society , No. 24 1 (I st Quarter, 1987).
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(single rate co llec t)

(intended use on unp aid Cali forn ia and Ore gon
letters via New York - G.P.O . Instru cti on s No .
10, April 1850; the 59¢ rate)
(the 29¢ rate)

ART-5

ART-5 B.R . PKT.
ART-5 U.S.PKT.

1/2'10Feb. 185 3

24 Jul. 185 1

of 1856). Jackson gives the da tes of dispatch to Liverpool, from G.P.O. record s, of these,
steel handstam ps:

8 No v. 1850

We have, so far, no reliable record of the ART-S handstamps usage on Canadian un
paid letters via U.S. to the U.K., nor on other unpaid "via U.S." covers not pouched at San
Francisco .' Our reco rd of unpa id closed mail from the U.S. west coast with ART-5 B.R.
PKT. spans May 1853 - Dec. 1859.

6. Fo r example, unpaid cov ers, Cuba via U.S. to the U.K.. had a total sing le rate of 29¢ - 1/2'10 co l
lect ( IO¢ Cuba to NY + 16¢ transatlantic + 3¢ Br. inland) - but were open mai l, debited at New York and
accounted on the Letter Bi ll as Art icle 2 item s (see Fig. 2).
FRANCO-BRITISH ACCOUNTANCY MARKINGS ON
TRANSATLANTIC MAILS FROM THE UNITED STATES

1843-1875
JEFFREY C. BOHN

(Continued from Chronicle 140 :282 )

PERIOD III: September 1851 - December 1855

Whil e mos t of the U.S. mails to France after I September 1851 were carr ied by regular
contract packets , and were separately bagged in order to take adva ntage of the reduced closed
mail rates throu gh England , letters were occas ionally sent by private (non-contract) ships , or
carried as loose letters aboard scheduled steamers . In gene ral, these letters did not enter the
U.S. post , and as such, were not handle d under the U.S .-Britis h treaty . England treated these
items as incoming shi p letters , and included them as open mail under Art icle 13 of the Letter
Bill. As a result , these letters were struck with the usual COLONIES/&c ART 13 acco unt
ancy marking , and were forwarded to France at the 3sh 4d per ounce bulk rate . Figure I I

Figure 11. An 1855 letter
from Cuba to Bordeaux.
sent via New York and
carried as a loose letter
to England. where the
COLONIES/&c ART 13
marking from Period III
was applied. (Stempien
Collection)
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shows an example of an 1855 letter forwarded outside of the mails from Cuba to New York,
and sent aboard the private steamship Ericsson to Southampton. On arrival in England, this
letter entered the British post as an incoming ship letter, and, therefore, was exchanged with
France under Article 13 of the Letter Bill. In France, a collection of75 decimes was required
to pay the French internal postage, plus the credit to England on this five times rate letter.

On 1 April 1852, additional modifications to the convention resulted in the appearance
of a new Letter Bill. While the bulk rates of exchange for unpaid letters and printed matter
remained the same, the Letter Bill Article numbers were changed. Letters from the United
States now fell under Article 14, and printed matter was exchanged under Article 20 . Despite
these changes to the Letter Bill, it appears that no modifications were made to the account
ancy markings applied to unpaid mail, as letters continued to receive the old COLONIES/&c
ART 13 marking. The Register of Steel Impressions does indicate, however, that the
ARTICLE. 14.F marking shown in Figure 12a was proofed on 10 April 1852, and sent to the
Foreign Office. Presumably, this marking was intended for use under the Franco-British
convention, but actual examples have not been recorded.

ARTI CLE·14·F

(a) (b)

Figure 12. (a) An accountancy marking that may possibly have been used on letters exchanged
under Article 14 of the Letter Bill (Period III); (b) A provisional accountancy marking used during
August 1852 on unpaid letters exchanged at the 3sh 4d per ounce bulk rate.

Apparently, the British concluded that future additions and adjustments to the Franco
British convention were always going to result in modifications to the various Letter Bills .
Thus, in an effort to avoid the continual changes in accountancy markings that would be
required to match the adjustments in Article numbers, a new series of markings was
introduced. These markings were completely different from those previously used in that
they did not refer to a specific Letter Bill Article number, but instead, gave a direct indication
of the bulk rate of exchange . The new markings appeared in various geometric shapes, and
contained the letters "G.B ." when representing the exchange rates on unpaid mail sent from
England to France, and the letters "FR. " when representing the bulk exchange rates on unpaid
mail sent from France to England. Examples of these markings can be found in the Register of
Steel Impressions, and their use has been documented during the two week period of 11-24
August 1852.

The new-style accountancy marking associated with unpaid letters exchanged under
Article 14 of the Letter Bill is shown in Figure 12b, where the starshaped handstamp reflects
both the bulk exchange rate (3sh 4d), and the country (G.B .) claiming the credit. On U.S.
mails, this marking should be encountered only on letters that were sent in the British open
mails to France. Such an example is shown in Figure 13, where the Swarts' local post was
used to carry this letter to a private ship sailing from New York to England . In England, this
cover entered the British post as an incoming ship letter, and received the GB/3sh4d
accountancy marking (in black ink) at the London Foreign Office on 24 August 1852.
Although England exchanged the letter with France under Article 14 of the Letter Bill, France
apparently treated this cover as if it had been prepaid to the French border, and forwarded it to
Baden debited only with the French transit fees. Perhaps the French postal clerks in charge of
rating and sorting this letter were confused by the presence of the unusual stamp and/or the
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Figure 13. An 1852 letter from New York to Sunthausen, Baden, carried by private ship to England,
and showing the GB/3sh4d accountancy marking.

lack of the normal accountancy markin g , and therefore , could see no reason why this letter
should be rated any differently .

Whethe r these markin gs were intended to fully replace the old sty le accountancy
hand stamps is not known , but their short exis tence indic ates that France was not enamored
with the ir usage . As the above letter demonstra tes, these mark ings often led to confusio n, and
since their de sign did not strictly conform to the orig inal wording of the co nvention , their use
was aba ndo ned. By the end of August 1852, the COLON IES/&c ART 13 marking was agai n
placed into service . Wh atever their shortcomings , the basic design of these markings must
have made a favorable imp ression , for they would serve as pro totypes for all the accountancy
mark ings developed und er the 1857 Franco-British conve ntion.

PERIOD IV : January 1856 • December 1856

Additio nal mod ificat ion s to the Franco- British conve ntion resulted in the formation of a
new Letter Bill. Effec tive I Janu ary 1856 , unpaid letters from "countries beyond sea" were
now to be exchanged und er Article 18 of the Letter Bill , and unpaid print ed matter from the
same origins was to be ex cha nged under Article 24 . Aga in, the rates of exchange for both
these ca tegories of ma il did not change . The new account ancy markin gs assoc iated with the
modi fied Lett er Bill are shown in Figures 14a and 14b.

OOLONiES
ART-18

( a )

ART-24
(b)

Figure 14. The accountancy markings intended for use on unpaid letters (Article 181 and printed
matter (Article 24) sent from the U.S. to France in the British open mails during Period IV .

As in Period III , the only letters from the United State s that should have received the
accountancy marking of Figure 14a are those letters exc hanged in the British open mails to
France . An example of th is usage is shown in Figure 15. This letter originated in New York,
and was endo rsed to be sent by the Cunard Line packe t Persia . Since the Persia had already
sailed, it ap parently was taken directly to the Cunard merchant steamer Alps, which was
leaving New York the next day for England or France . While the Alps was occasionally hired
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by both the U.S . and the Briti sh post office to carry the mails , she was not under any contract
for this voyage . Therefore , this letter entered the Briti sh post as a non- cont ract ship lett er , and
was forwarded to France under Article 18 of the Letter Bill. Since th is was a double weight
letter, a co llection of 30 decimes was required to pay the French intern al postage , plus the
credit to England.

Figure 15. An 1856 letter from New York to Nantes, carried by private ship to England, and
forwarded to France under Article 18 of the Letter Bill. (ex James Pratt Collection)

The ART- 24 acco untancy marking shown in Figure 14b was proofed on 22 December
1855 , but as of this writing, no exa mples of its usage have been reported on printed matter
from any origin.

PERIOD V: January 1857 • March 1857

By September of 1856 , England and France had formulated and signed a new postal
convention that was to become effective on I January 1857 . In general, the exc hange rates
established by this new convention were much lower than those under the 1843 co nve ntion,
and there were many more catego ries and Article numb ers ass igned to the new Letter Bills .
Spec ific regulation s regarding the usage of acco untancy markin gs under this new co nve ntion
were outlined under the Detailed Articles of Exec ution, of which Art icle XXX II stated:

Ordinary unpaid letters . . . and printed papers of every kind , charge d with transit or sea rates,
which shall be exc hanged in ordinary mails between the Post Office of France and the Post
Office of Great Britain , shall receive , in some conspicuous part of the address, the impression
in black ink of a stamp intended to show the rate at which the dispatchin g office shall have
delivered those letters and printed papers to the other office .

Within this same Articl e were shown representati ve examples of these accountancy mark 
ings. Each of the markin gs intended for use on unpaid mail sent to France from England had a
different and distinct ive geo metric shape, and contained the letters "GB" (indicating a credit
to Great Britain) , as well as an indication of the bulk rate of exc hange (in French currency).

As under the previous convention, individual unpaid lett ers arriv ing in Fran ce were
rated at the 7Y2 grams per single weig ht basis, and the single weig ht credit to England was
again calculated by dividi ng the bulk rate of exc hange (in gra ms) by four . By the time this
new Franco-British co nvention became effective, the French interna l postage had already
been established at a uniform 20 centimes per 7Y2 gra ms for prepaid letters , with an
additional 20 centimes per 7Y2 gram penalty required for the del ivery of unpaid letters .
Mult iple weight letters (multiples of 7Y2 grams) were rated accord ingly. Thu s , the total
postage co llected on unpaid letters forwarded from England to France included the French
credit to England (one quarter of the bulk exc hange rate), plus the 40 centimes per 7Y2gram

French intern al postage .
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(a)

1

G B
IIF 60c

(b) (c) (ct)
Figure 16. The various types of accountancy markings found on letters and printed matter sent
from the U.S . to France in the British open mails during Period V.

Letter s se nt to France from the United States during the first three months of 1857 were
handl ed in the Br itish open mails , and were rated differentl y depending on whic h country was
responsible for the sea transi t. If the letters arrived in England with the transatlant ic serv ice
provided by A me rican packet , then England debited France only with British transit pos tage,
and exc hange d these letters at the 40 centime per 30 gram bulk rate . If England was
responsible for the transatlan tic services from the U.S. (i .e., if the letters were carried by
British packet or by a private/non-co ntrac t vesse l), then the bulk exc hange rate on letters
forwarded to France was established at IF60c per 30 grams . The GB/40c and GB/l F60c
accountancy markings used on such mail are shown in Figures 16a and 16b respectively.

Figure 17. An 1857 letter from New Orleans to Genoa, sent by American packet to England, and
forwarded to France with the GB/40c accountancy marking.

An example of a letter carried by Ame rica n packet from the U.S. to England, and
forwarded to Fra nce during this first three mont h period of 1857 , is show n in Figure 17 . This
letter originated in New Orleans on 10 January 1857 , and was prepaid 2 1cents for the British
open mail rate by American packet. It was sen t out of New York on the Collins Line
steamship Ericsson . England forwarded the letter to France at the 40 centime per 30 gram
bulk rate, and applied the appropriate GB/40c accounta ncy marking. Fra nce forwarded the
letter to Ge noa und er the existing Franco-Sardinian co nvention, where on arrival, a col
lect ion of 10 decimes was requ ired to pay the Sardi nian interna l postage , plus the 82 cent ime
credit to France . France , in turn , credited 10 centimes to Eng land for the British trans it fee
charged to this lett er.

An example of a lette r carried by British packet from the U. S. to England duri ng the firs t
three month period of 1857 is shown in Figure 18. This letter originated in Philadelph ia on 20
Decem ber 1856 , where it VIasprepaid 5 cents in cas h for the Brit ish open mai l rate by British
packet. It was sent out of New York aboard the Cunard stea mer Africa . Even though this
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Figure 18. An 1857 letter from Philadelphia to Paris, sent by British packet to England, and
forwarded to France with the GB/1F60c accountancy marking.

letter began its jo urney under the old Franco-British convention, by the time it reac hed
England, the new convention was in effect , and London forwarded it to France at the IF60c
per 30 gra m exc hange rate . On arrival, a co llectio n of 8 decimes was required to pay the
French internal postage of 40 centimes, plus the 40 centime credit to England .

Printed matter exchanged under the new Franco- British convention was also rated
differen tly dependin g on whether England or the U.S . was responsible for the transatlanti c
service. On printed matter sent from the U.S. to France during the first three month s of 1857 ,
and carried by American packet to England, the exchange rate was established at I Franc per
kilogram. For printed matter carried to England by British packet or private vessel, a bulk rate
of 2 Francs per kilogram was in effec t. Examples of the corresponding GBIIFPK and
GB/2FPK accountancy markings used on such printed matter are show n in Figure 16c and
16d respectively .

Figure 19 show s a printed circular from New Orlea ns, mailed on 17 January 1857 , and

Figure 19. An 1857 pr inted circular from New Orleans to Intra, Sardinia, sent by American packet
to England, and forwarded to France with the GB/1FPK accountancy marking. IWagshal Col 
lection, ex Neinken)
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prepaid 2 cents for the U .S . internal postage to New York. Due to heavy ice storms along the
East coas t, this circular did not reach New York until the end of January, when it was placed
aboard the next available steamship bound for England . Th is was the Co llins Line steamer
Atlantic. whose departure from the New York harbor had also been delayed by the ice until I
Febru ary 1857 . On arriva l in England, the circular was struck with the GBII FPK acco unt
ancy markin g , and forwarded to France at the appro priate exc hange rate . France forwarded
the circular to Intra , Kin gdom of Sardini a , under the Franco-Sardini an co nvention, where a
co llection of 17 centisime was requi red to pay the Sardinian internal pos tage , plus the 15
ce ntisime credit to France. France , in turn , had to reimburse England for the British transit
services pro vided .

Figure 20. An 1857 printed circular from New Orleans to Augsburg, Bavaria, sent by British packet
to England, and forwarded to France with the GB/2FPK accountancy marking.

An example of printed matter carried by a British packet from the U.S . dur ing the first
three months of 1857 , is show n in Figure 20 . Th is circular from New Orleans was prepaid 2
cents for the U. S. interna l postage to Boston , where it was placed aboard the Cunard
steamship Europa ," In England, the circular was marked with the GB/2FPK acco untancy
marking and forwarded to France at the appropriate exc hange rate. France forwarded the
circular to Augsburg under the Franco-B avarian convention, where a collection of 7 kreuzers
was required to pay the Bavarian interna l postage, plus the credit to France . Aga in, France
was required to reimburse England 10 centimes for all transit services provided.

After many yea rs of deliberation and negotiation , France and the United States finally
agreed to the terms of a joint postal convention that became effective on 1 April 1857. Under
this new treat y , mail s betw een the U.S . and France could now be entirely prepaid to
destination , and could be exchanged either directly between the U.S . and France , or sent via
England as before . The U.S .-French Treaty mails passed throu gh England in closed bags , so
that as of 1 April 1857 , the use of accountancy markings on unpaid mail sent from the U.S. to
France all but disappeared .

9 . The Europa did not leave Boston until 8 Apri l 1857. and althoug h this was after the official beginnin g
of the new U. S .-French conve ntion, for some reaso n the Boston Post Office continued to make up the mails
for France under the former Brit ish open mail provisions. rather than under the close d mail provisions of the
new Treaty. As such, this was the last shipment of mail sent to France under the so-ca lled three month period .

(To be continued)
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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Apfelbaum will handle
gour cemplete collection.
Not just the bestof it.
When you've made the decision to sell your stamp collection, you don't
wan t to deal wi th the inconve nience and expe nse of selling it off piece by
piece.

At Apfelbaum our policy is and always has been to purchase your entire
collection , not just the best pieces.

As one of the wor ld's oldest and larges t stam p firms we have the
resources to match your collection with interested buyers .

And because of our exper tise and the eager collectors to whom we sell,
we can probably offer you more tha n you may have expected.

For an informative booklet on selling your stamps, just fill out the coupon
below and mail it in. We'll send you "The Stamp Seller's Guide" abso
lutely free. Or, we' ll be happ y to talk to you about your collection.
Just call 800/523-4648. In Canada call 800/331- 4425 and
ask for Ken Apfelbaum .

Please send me "The Stamp Seller's Guide:'
Name _

Addre ss, _

City State ~Zip---

Phone Number _
2006 Walnu t Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 140
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Figure 1. Cover to Belgium
in 1890 with straightline
NIAGARA FALLS.

Figure I shows a cover from Niagara Falls, N.Y. , to Belgium in 1890. The flap is
opened up showing the New York transit markin g and the Lou vain receiving marking. The
first answe r was from international memb er James F. Van der Linden of Germany who ex
plain s the circle d "5" on the center right of the cover front. It has noth ing to do with the 5¢
U.P.U. rate , but is the postm an's distribution number at Louvain . Van der Lind en ex plains
that every tow n in Belgium used these from about 1860 to 1930 , and numbers ove r 300
are see n in big cities . The next answer came from Daniel P. Seigle, a longtime co llec tor of
R.P.O. mark ings. He suggests that a rail way mail cler k used the straight line "Niagara
Fall s" marking to kill the stamp a seco nd time, becau se the killer dupl exed with the cds
barel y ca nce led the sta m p. A len gthy co mme nt, appreciat ed , came from Henry M.
Spelmann III , a postal history dealer from Califo rnia. He writes:

I have never see n the stra ight line cancel on the cover to Belgium before, but here are a
few thou ght s which might help.

It might be a hotel marking of some sort. But they usuall y didn 't cancel the stamps. A
weak guess.

Maybe it was app lied on a train. a ship or an excursio n steamer. Barely possible , but
again. they se ldom cance led the stamp, unless they had an R.p.a. cle rk on board, and then
the sty le is all wrong . We are fami liar wit h the R.p.a. ma rkin gs of the period. The unusua l
markin gs applied on trains were usuall y the R.p.a . clerks ' hand stamps, which almost alway s
had more inform at ion on cle rk's name, date, run, etc . Further more, seldo m do you find both
a ra ilway marking and a town markin g on the front of a cover other than forwarded or spe
cia l de livery mail. It cou ld have bee n a transfer clerk 's marking, but aga in, this is not the
normal sty le at all.

Perhaps the most probable so lution is that the stra ight line was applied in the Niagara
Falls P.O. when so meone saw how faintly the cover was canceled, and fea red that the stamp
mig ht be reu sed . Th e P.O . wo uld be likely to have such a straig ht line markin g for use on
reg istry ca rds. etc ., and perh aps it was wielded by a supervisor or inspector.
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Close scrutiny of the stamp does not determine for sure if the purp le SL marking is
under or over the light smudgy black killer; but it appears to be over it.

Figure 2 shows the front of a letter from Kansas to Brunswick in 1864 with bold
black killers "XV" and a Fort Leavenworth cds in the same intense black. Thi s cds is
struck five times on the back , with one of them as strong as the killer, apparentl y the first
hit by the markin g device. The fourth and fifth strikes show clearl y the weaker markings
resulting from not re-ink ing. Sorry that a photograph cannot show this. However, the clues
were enough that The Philatelic Foundation gave the cove r a good certi ficate, #0 143046.
Thi s was given in spite of the rarity of the "XV" killer, not listed in the referenc e book s
scanned. The previous owner of the cover was sure it was genuine, and exp lained the 33¢
paid as 28¢ for postage and 5¢ for registration. The rate to Germany was 28¢ from 9/61 to
1/68 prepaid via Prussian Closed Mail , as this cover is inscr ibed. William Crowe remarked
that he had seen the cover years ago , the only example of the "XV" killer, and felt it was
genuine. Here is what Henry M. Spelm an III writes:

I have never seen the "XV" before. The markings indicate that the postage was prepaid,
and there is room for the rate to have been applied at the upper right had it been pa id in
cash. If the killer is genuine, which is always a prob lem , the 3¢ stamp could have been igno 
rantly intended to pay the domestic postage and the three W ¢ the intern ational. The placing
of the stamps seems to rule out the possibilit y of the 3¢ being on the cover when taken to the
P.O. and it being too hard to add 27¢ in the limited space available . [Henry properly ques
tions the killer, viewed only in the photograph, and not knowing of the P.E certifica te.)

Figure 2. To Germany in 1864 from Kansas.

Another answer was received from member Allan Radin, who tell s us:
I have never before seen the "XV" killer. Nor can I deduce the significance of the cir

cled "6" and "26/3" on the reverse.
As for the 33¢ franking, there is no problem. It is an overpayment. By 1864 the prepa id

Prussian Closed Mail single rate between the U.S. and all members of the Germ an-Austr ian
Postal Union had been reduced to 28¢ . However, overpayme nts at the former 3D¢ rate were
frequent , either through ignorance of the rate change or because in man y cases it was simply
more convenient to use a 3D¢ or 3 x 1D¢ of the 1861 issue rather than make up 28¢. Consid
erably less frequent are overpayme nts because a sender (or perhaps even the local postmas
ter of a small office) thought it necessary to pay the domest ic rate in addition to the applica
ble foreign mail rate. It will be noted that the New York exc hange office properly credited
7¢ to Prussia, which corresponds to the correct prepaid rate.

The illustrated cover is probably unique in that both types of underpayment exist on the
same cover.

Just received anoth er response from Dr. James W. Milgram, who writes:
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Re yo ur cover shown with the Rom an num eral "XV" ca nce ls, I ow n and depicted on
the fro nt page of the U.S. Cancelation Club News. Vol II. No .8 (March 1973) a cover with
this ca ncelation tyin g a 3~ st amp to Lincoln, Ill ino is. Th e co py is clearly da ted Mar 17,
1864 . A second cover fro m the same co rres po nde nce was show n in the Ju ly 1973 issue (Vol
II, No. 10) wi th a "5" ki ller and a simi lar Fort Leaven wor th cds, My opinion is that both the
" XV" and the "5" are j ust unusua l ki llers and have no other significance to do with postal

lise .
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Figure 3 shows a piece of equipment recently so ld by an antique dealer in Indiana

who said it had co me from an old post office. It is made of wood, stee l, and cas tings . The
latter bears th is inscript ion " Federal Eq. Co., Carlisle, Pa. Model 756 8 c." Can one of our
readers ident ify this object'?

Figure 3. What is the pur
pose of this item?

Figures 4 and 5 show the front and back of a cover from Brazil to the U.S. with a 200
reis stamp killed and tied by a barred marking with a circled "2" in black . The mark ings

, J.1I1/

{~," ,\
~ ."'

' luT • I

Figure 4. Undated cover to the U.S. from Brazil with 200 reis , rouletted.
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Figure 5. Reverse of cover in Figure 4.

on the back are all in black except the ova l receiving mark whi ch is purple . Th e New York
PAID ALL and Providence markings show no yea r. What is the probable yea r of usage
and did the stamp pay the proper rate for that date?

Please send your answer within two wee ks of rece iving th is wi th suggestions for fu
ture item s. Th ey should be U.S. related and before the Bureau Issue of 1894.
Bakers' United States Classics
The columns of Hugh and David Baker from

Stamps (1962-69), reset in a pleasing typeface
in 8 1/ 2 x 11 fo rmat matching Simpson 's USPM

• Over 350 pages, hardbound
• Over 350 illustratio ns, including 200 cover photos, many fro m

the Bakers' own col lections
• Introduction and index
• Marginal notes up dating references and correcting details

$32.50 postpaid
Checks to USPCS

ORDER FROM

Richard B. Graham, Chairman Publications Com.
P.O. Box 14338, Columbus, Ohio 43214
Do you value your USPCS membership7

INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN
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Some of the Best Names
in the Busin ess.

Southpark Executive Center
l2li,,1 South Dixie IlJghway.Suite :121i

~
.\ liami. Florida :nI5li. USA

~
(:10,,) 2,,2-~2~~ 1

J t last. An alternative
for validating, con-

firming, and expertizing all
areas of U.S. sta mps,
covers and postal sta tionery..

STAM PS COVE RS
u p to 699 @ 20. $40
700- 999 @ 40. $40

1,000- 1,999 @ 60. $60
2,000- 4,999 @ 100. $100
5,000-25 ,000 @ 150. $200
Over 25 ,000 @ 200. $300

19th Ce ntu ry
1. Randall Shoe maker
David Cham pag ne
Richa rd E. Drews
Richa rd Cha mpagne
Albert Cha ng
Larr y Bustillo
Phil Bansne r
Perry Sappe rstein
W F.Am onett e
Hubert C. Skin ner
Grilled Iss ues 1867-70
c.w Christian
J. Weston Smi th
Richard E. Drew,"
David C ham pagne
Step hen Knapp
Richard C hamp ag ne

Postag e Dues
Lewis Kaufman
Richard Cham pagne
Albert Chang

~:r~i:l ~~:t;b~ge~e
Lewis Kaufman
David Cham pag ne
Albert Chang

~~~::~~~i~~~~~~eHX
Fancy Cancels
Richa rd C. Fraiola
Hubert C. Skinner
Envelopes/ Wrapper s/
Postcards
Bill Maisel
Cha rles E. Hoffer
Richard C ham pa gne

Classic Plating
Richard C h am pag ne
J. Randall Shoem ake r
Stan ley Pill e r
\VE Am onet te
David Champagne
Don Tocher
20th Century
Lewis.Kaufman
Tom Vaillancourt

~:~~a~~~:\~~~~k
Richard Champagne
l arr y Brasier
Ai rmail Iss ues
Joe Ki rker
Lewis Kau fman
Tom Vaillancou rt
Phil Bansne r

Shang hai Ovpt's
Alber t C ha ng
Andrew J.Micha el
News paper I Period ica l
Lewis Kaufman
Albert C hang
Proofs/E ssays
Phil Bansner
Larry Bustil lo
Joe Kir ker
Richa rd Drews

~~~f;,~nv~~ji~g Coils
Larr y Co hen
Richar d Cham pagne
Alber t Ch an g
David Cha mp agne
Allen Ho fse tz

Con fede rate States

~~:~~:. ~r~~~e rs)
Jack E. Moleswort h
Huber! C. Skinne r

~~~~r~:~~I~ Ie)
B. Duma ine
Ed Kett enbnnk
Coil Issues
Rich ard Champagn e
Lewis Kau fman
David Champag ne
Albert Cha ng
I.arrv Brasier
Speci.1,1Deli ver y
Lewis Kaufman
Tom Vaillanco urt

Phi l Bansner
Henr y Coble - Postal H x
JR Shoemaker
O ffi cials
Phi l Bansner
Lewis Kaufman
Albert Chan g
Richard Cha mpagne
Revenue s
Richa rd Friedberg
Eric Jackson
J. Bulklev
Larrv Bustillo
Ed Kettenbrink
HO's
Larry Bustillo
Marvin Frey
B. Dumaine

At Professional, your cert i
ficate will be validated and
signed by at least 3 profes
sional philate lists who are
leading indus try specialists
in the area of your
submission.

Collectively, they repre
sent over 1800 years of
expertise, including more
than 700 published art icles
and 12 books. Th ey've been
recognized with over 200
national awards, including
more than 60 gold awards ,
and 12 international gold
medals.

At Professional, every
importa nt area is repre
sented with names you'll
recognize.

With Professional, you get
the best of both worlds :
impeccable judgment at a
small price.

J ust callor send an SASE
for more information. We'll
mail you an application. Fill
it out and return with your
submission, along with a
nominal fee, based on your
valuation, plus the postal
registration. Within 60
days, you'll receive a color
photographic certificate
with Professional's opinion
and the names of the exam
ining philatelists.

The Value Speaks
for Itself.

Exper tise and Sec uri ty.

For maximum security,
your stamps are insured for
their replacement value at
all times and sto red on-site
ina climate-controlled bank
vault.

You couldn' t ask for
more: the names of 3 spe
cialists on your cert ificate,
60-day turnaround (average
processing is under 29
days'). and security during
the process.

The next time you want
prompt , competent
expert izing, turn to the
Professionals...who are
proud to sign their names.

116 ] 2 Ca nt

"II I, ,enulne unused. 0,' .:'.

] / ] 1/11I

PS£_ JOI65
~
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S. Mati , .. l . Bus t illo A.A. Cha mpa,,,.

1 >:I'l'~

Not All Expertizers
Sign Their Names.
But All Ours Do.

And Within 60 Days.
Guaranteed.
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