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RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.

UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY

PRIVATE TREATY SERVICES

PUBLIC AUCTIONS

Our auction catalogs have received awards as literature , find out by subscrib
ing today . A subscrip tio n for the next 5 catalogs, incl uding prices realised
after each sale , is $15 .

RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.
85 North Street

Danbury, CT 06810
Telephone (203) 790-4311
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval wi th References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS
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WilliamA. Fox Auctions, Inc.
Has been holding Public Sales of Fine

Philatelic Material for more than 25 Years.

UNITED STATES, CONFEDERATE STATES,
WORLDWIDE STAMPS AND COVERS

Whether Consignment or Outright Purchase, we would be pleased
to include your collection in one of our forthcom ing auctions.
Prompt Settlement exactly 45 Days from date of sale. Advances
available.

Inquiries Invited.

676 MORRIS AVENUE SPRINGFIELD, N.J. 07081
Telephone 201-467-2366
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The One Cent Magenta

Owned by one of our clients.
We can help you build your

Great Collection as well.

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
Professional Philatelist

P.O. Box 373
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

(215) 356-3758
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Re view: United Kingdom Letter Rates 1657-1900, Inland & O verseas. By Co lin
Tabeart. Softbound, 11 4 8'// ' x I PI/ ' pages; protec tive clear plastic covers front and back.
Available from the author, 238 Hunt s Pond Rd ., Titchf ield Co mmo n, FAREHAM, Hants.
POl4 4 PG, England @ £14 .00 surface mail, or £ 16.00 airmail (remitta nce in sterling,
please).

For the co nve nie nce of U.S. and Canadian buyers, co pies ma y be ord ered from
Richard F. Winter, 6657 New Chandler Ct. , Burke, Va. 220 15 @ $25.00 postpaid to U.S.
addresses; $26 .00 postpaid (U.S. funds) to Canadian addresses . Checks to Dick Winter,
please.

Thi s is the co mplete work of which the West Indies, North and Central America por
tion has been appearing in the Chronicle for several issues. The book represents five years
of research and gathers an immense wealth of information in one volume. The contents
include an introduction outlining use, and chapters on U.K. inland rate s and ship letter
rates to and from the U.K. Separate sections deal with packet letters to North and Centr al
America and the West Indies, as already noted; to Sou th America; to Africa; to Europe; to
the Ottoman Empire; to Australasia; and to the Far East. Several pages list privilege rates
for the British armed forces and the related charges and regulations.

Three appendices provide sterling equivalents of foreign currencies, alternate place
names (and spellings), and a select bibliograph y. An index of principal subjects and four
pages of cover illustr ations and ana lyses complete the volume. A help ful addition in a
pocket inside the back cover is a listing of abbreviations and symbols used; this simplifies
referenc e to the text.

The compilation of rate information is restricted to letter rates (exce pt for service
men 's privilege rates). These are presented chronologically with exact dates wherever pos
sible. Informat ion is based in most cases on official document s: actual legislation, treaties,
treasury warrants, GPO notices, and other post office publicati ons. Detail s have also been
derived from semi-offic ial postal guides and rate lists. For later yea rs data appear in tabu
lar form alphabetically by co untry, and chronolog ically by source. The author has sur
veyed an enormous volume of reference material , much scattered or not readi ly accessible
to the public , and coll ected it in eminently usab le form without sacrifice of accuracy or
detail. Colin Tabeart has made a significant contribution to postal history research; I am
proud that some of it has appeared in these page s.

Thi s mo nograph has been printed in strictly limited quantit y, already red uced by
U.K. sales. If you are interested in foreign mail s, Briti sh, U.S., or otherwise, avoid disap
pointment and order your copy promptly.

Susan M. McDonald
Review: The Confederate States of America; Genera l Issues Stamp Album. By
Co nrad Bush. Card cover, 24 pages. Available from the author, P.O. Box 956, Fort
Walton Beach , FL 32549-0956 at $3.50 postpa id.

Thi s little album is a fine introdu ction to the genera l issues of the Con federacy. The
stamps are illustrated and described individually in detail. Inform ation on printing meth
ods, inks, and printers is provided. The bookl et is well produced on substantial paper - an
excellent tool to attrac t co llectors to these issues.

S.McD.
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
POSTAGE RATES BETWEEN U.K. AND NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN 1711 to 1900

COLIN TABEART

(Continued from Chronicle 141 :15)

PACKETRATES TO THE WEST INDIES, NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

29. 12. 1848 TW . Th is warrant was a half-way house prio r to ratification of the treaty. " .. .all
letters between the USA and any part of the UK, or betwee n the USA and any of
Her Majesty ' s Co lonies , or any foreign country through the UK, (the sea
conveyance of such letters between the UK and the USA being by US packets) ,
shall , instead of being liable to the Br rates of postage now chargeable thereon , be
free of all Br postage for the conveyance between the USA and any part of the
UK. "

Figure 21. Liverpool, 30 Dec 48, to Alden, N.V., at restored rate, as in 29 Dec T.W. Paid 1/-;
rated 12¢ ship due: 2¢ ship, 10¢ over 300 m.

1.1.1849 TW. Between Castries and Suffriere in the island of St Lucia , a colonial rate of
Id. Between the BWI and Madeira via the UK , a Br rate of 1/-. Letters
transmitted by pkt employed by the Govt of the Colony of the Bahama Islands
between any two ports in the said Colony shall be charged with rates as
determined by the Colonial Govt.

15.2.1 849 Anglo-US Postal Treaty. 1/- pr V2 oz (24 cents), split: UK inland I V2d (3 cents);
US inland 2 V2d (5 cents) ; sea postage 8d (16 cents) to go to the country providing
the pkt. These rates appli ed to anywhere in the US exce pt Californi a and Oregon ,
for which US inland was 40 cents, making a total of 59 cents , or 2/5 1/2d . Note:
these rates were not announced in the UK until TW dated 8 March 1849.

15.4.1849 TW. Between UK and any port or place in Canada , New Brunswick , Nova
Scotia , and PEl , by Br pkt , an uniform Br rate of 10d and a colonial rate of 2d . To
Newfoundland uniform Br rate of 1/-. Note: these rates applied to direct Br pkt
mail only; rate via the USA remained 1/2d (which included the colonial 2d rate)
- see 1851 below.
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Figure 22. Lanark to San Francisco, 30 Nov 50, paid at 2/5'/> (5ge).

Apr 1850 G PON 10/50 . 'T he US having established mail pkts between NY and Chagres , in
co nnex ion with a line of pkts proceedin g at regul ar intervals from Panama to San
Francisco . . ." lett ers to Ca lifo rn ia and Oregon "via NY" or "via the US" will be
charged combined Br & US postage 2/5 1/2d, PP .

Oct 1850 GPON 36/50. Mails to Ca lifornia and Oregon will be sent via WI pkt from Soton
to Panam a unless otherwise directed , whence they will be forw arded by US mail
pkt to San Francisco . Rate 2/9d PP , co mbining Br, US , and New Granadian
postage .

Figure 23. Glasgow,
14 Apr 51, to San
Francisco, via W.1.
packet, prepa id 2/9,
as Oct 50 GPON.

Oct 1850 GPON 37/50 . US mail pkts to carry CMs for Canada, New Brunswick , Nov a
Scotia, PEl. Letter s to be endo rsed "v ia NY" or "via USA. " Rate 1/2d , pre
payment vo luntary.

Jan 1851 GPON . By pkt from Liverp ool to: Californi a & Oregon , 2/5 1/2d, PP; Cuba via
USA 1/4d , PP. Note: Cuba from Southampton still rated 2/3d. By pkt from
Liverp ool to: Nova Sco tia , PEl , New Brun swick , 1/- ; Canada 1/2d (note the
contradiction with TW 14 .4 .1849 for Ca nada, but note also that the Jul y 1851
GPON gives Ca nada via Halifax as 1/-, so th is route probably omitted in error); to
NS , PEl , N Brun sw ick via USA , 1/2d ; all inclu sive of co lonial 2d rate and US
rate where applicable.

Jul 1851 GPON . US inland rate to Ca lifornia & Oregon redu ced to 10 cents , makin g the
rate from the UK to those states 1/21/2d . Letters had to be endo rsed "via NY" or
Chronicle 142 / May 1989 / Vol. 4 1, No .2 8 1



Figure 24. To San Francisco from Glasgow, 1 Feb 53, paid 2/4, via W.I. packet, reduced
rate eff. 1 Ju151.

"via USA ," otherwise sent via W India pkt via Panama at 2/4d pr \12 oz , PP. Rates
for Br N America as Ja n 1851 .

Aug 185 1 GPON . Letters to Cuba "Via the USA" reduced to 1/21/2d, otherwi se sent via the
W Indies pkt at 2/3d.
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1.7 .1852 TW. UK to Dani sh W Indies by Brpkt , pkt postage 1/-. Between the Danish and
Br W Indies , a Br rate of 4d .

Figure 25 . Havana , 22
Feb 56, to Sheffield , '
unpaid at 1/2'/2 rate via
U.S . Debit 26¢: 10¢
Cuba-U.S ., 16¢ U.S .
packet . Partial strike
"ART 2."
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Figure 26. Liver pool
to Montreal , 13
Mar 52, unpaid at
1/2 stg . British
debit 1/ -, Can .
handstamp for 1/4
cy. due.

Jan 1853 GPON . UK to St Thomas 1/-, PP .

8.4 . 1853 TW . Establishment of Ca nadia n Pkts . " Letters between the UK and Br N
America direct or via the US by Ca nadian Pkt shall be charged with preci sely the
same rates of postage as if the sea co nveyance had been by Br pkt ."

23 .3 . 1854 TW . By Br. Co lonial , or Forei gn packet (Except US pack ets) between UK and
Canada. PEl. Bermuda , Antigua, Berbice , Grenada, Demerara , Trinidad . Car
iacou , Tobago , Mo ntserrat, Nevis , St Kitt s, Tortola, Domi nica. St Lucia , St
Vincent , Jamaica . Bahamas, Honduras, a uniform Br rate of 6d.

Mar 1854 GPO Instru ctions to Postmasters enlarged on the TW dated 23.3. 1854. By Br pkt
to Can ada and PEl , 6d . Letters to Can ada not endo rsed " via Halifax" go via the
US and the US tran sit rate of 2d must be added, makin g 8d in all. By US pkt to
Canad a existing ratcs remain , i.e.. 1/2d .

1.7. 1854 TW . 6d rate ex tended to Newfoundland .

1.6 . 1855 TW. 6d rate extended to Turks Island .

Feb 1856 GPON . Let ters for Ca lifornia & Oregon will be forwarded via NY unless
specifically addressed "B y W India Pkt. "

May 1856 Briti sh Postal Guide. Rate of 6d to BW I confirmed as above; a lso 6d rate to St
Eustat ius, St Martins, St Croix, St Thomas, Surinam, PP; Havana 1/2V2d "via
USA ."

Figure 27 . Unpaid
double letter by Br.
packet from liver
pool to Boston, 20
Apr 50 . Br. debit
38C, rated 48C due.
Chronicle 142 I May 19l{9 I Vol. 4 1. No.2
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Figure 28. Liverpoll
to Wiscasset, Me.,
4 Oct 54, unpaid
single letter by
Am. packet Baltic.
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1.7. 1857 TW. UK to Vancouver's Island uniform Br rate of 6d . NB: See Br Postal Guide
for 1860 below for actual rates.

1.2.1858 TW . UK to W Indies (except Barbadoes , Trin idad , Turks Island ) to be prepaid .
Letters posted with no postage , or less than the single rate , to be returned to
sender. Letters posted with at least the sing le rate to be forwarded, charged with
the deficiency + 6d fine.

Figure 29. Double letter paid by stamps; Manchester to N.Y., 17 Aug 55, by Cunard
Canada. Credit 10c to u.s.

16.4 .1858 TW . UK to USA by Canad ian pkt. No Br rate to be taken , but sea postage to be as
charged by the Canadian Govt.

1.7 . 1858 TW . UK to Guadaloupe , Martinique , Curacao , Br rate of 6d by Br pkt or private
ship .

1.10.1858 TW. Prepayment and fines as specified in TW effec tive 1.2.1858 to apply to
Barbadoes & Trinidad also.
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Figure 30. Hamilton, C.W., to London, 7 Jun 58. Unpaid at Br. packet rate of 8d stg.

1.1 .1859 TW. UK to Haiti by Br pkt , a uniform rate of 6d . Between any port in Haiti and
any other port (not via the UK) by Br pkt , 4d .

1.4 .1859 TW . Between UK and Canada to be PP. Unpaid/unde rpaid to be forwarded
charged with the deficiency + 6d fine .

1.8.1859 TW . Pro visions of the TW effective 1.4 .1859 extended to New Brun swick, Nova
Scotia , and Newfoundland .

1.8.1859 TW. To Nicaragua by Br pkt, a uniform rate of 6d . Between Nicaragua & any
other For port , without pass ing through UK, by Br pkt , Br rate of 4d .

1.8.1859 TW . To the Kingdom of the Mos quitos by Br pkt , a uniform rate of 6d. Between
Mosqu itos & any other For port , without passing throu gh UK , by Br pkt, Br rate
of 4d .

I.7 . 1860 TW. Provisions of the TW effective 1.4 .1859 extended to PEl and Turks Island .

3.4 . 1862 French pkts from St Nazaire to Vera Cruz , ca lling at Martin ique & Santiago da
Cuba . Rate fro m UK 8d per V4 oz.

Figure 31. Newcastle to Salem, 29 Apr 59, per Persia. Prepaid 1/-, but"ABOVE '!> OZ."
Therefore payment disallowed; rated 48¢ due.

(To be continued )
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/Mycustomersareasselective
in choosinghow to selltheircollections

as they wereinacquiringthem...

...they're comfortable inknowing
that theymadethe best decision." Charles Shreve

President, Steve Ivy Philatelic Auctions, Inc.

© Copyrighl 1988Steve IvyPhilatelicAuctions. Inc,

S ellingyour collectionisa seriousmatter, Adecision that
has notcome easily. And thedealer from whomyou've
purchased manystampsinyourcollection mayor maynotbethe
rightchoice tosell thecollection for you.

As aserious philatelist you'vespent hundredsofenjoyable
painstaking hoursassembling your collection. Researchingyour
hobby, viewinghundredsofstampsfor theperfect specimen...buying
only froma trusteddealer. Youholda large amountofpersonal
equityinevery stamp...there'sanemotionalstory for each one.
86 Chronicle 142 / May 1989 / Vol. 41. No.2



"A t Steve Ivy
Philatelic Auctions

we invite your scrutiny."

Take thesame care inselling your collection asyoudid in
purchasing yourcollection. Putus underyour microscope.
Look atourPeople- Allareseriousdedicated philatelists

just like you.
CompareOurCatalogs - Full-colorphotography with

well-detailed highlyresearched descriptions.
Check Our Performance- Atraditionofsecuringthe

highest possiblevalueforyour collection .
ReviewOurSettlements- An unblemishedrecordof

on-time payment.

Call us toll-free:

1-800-782-6771.

We enjoy discussing anyelement ofphilatelyoryourcollecting interests.
Call toll-free 1-800-782-6771 or usethe coupon below. Byreturn mailwe'll
sendyou a 14 minuteaudiopresentationThings You Should Know About
SellingAt Auction - A Conversation withCharlesShrel'e. Thisfact-filled
presentationhasthemost up-to-the-minuteinformation onmakingthe
right decision:
• Whatarethe differencesbetweenauctioncompanies
• Discoverhow to increase thecompetitionforyourcollectionten-fold
• Learn how toavoid auctioncompanies notorious forslowpayment
• Findouthow anauction catalog canincreaseordecrease

your prices realized.
• Learn how stamp shows andconventions can helpyou get thehighest

possiblevalue foryour collection.

_______ State Zip _

D YES! PleasesendmetheFREEcassette tape, Things lou
ShouldKnow AboutSellingStampsAtAuction.

o I have stampsIwanttosell.Pleasecontact mewith
consignment information.

DPleasesendmeyour freebooklet, What ThePhilatelistShould
KnowAboutEstatePlanning.

o I wouldlikeaone-year subscriptiontoallyourauctioncatalogs.
Enclosed isS20fortheyear,oraninvoiceforapurchaseofS250or
more fromanotherstampcompany.

Name _

Address

City
DaytimePhone( l _
EveningPhone( l _

"We would like
to hearfrom you

even if you 're
not considering
selling today."

TheHeritageBuildings 311 Market Street . Dallas. Texas75202·9990
~ WATS: 1·800·STAMPS·I (782·6771)- tnTexas: 214-742-2200 6P~

Selected as OfficialAuctioneerforAmeripe.\ '86.
theOfficialAuctioneer forlntetpex /987-1988. andfortheAPSSales 1984-1990.

.s:n;:VE IW PHILATELICAUCTIONS

Theconsignmentdeadline for the
nextSteveIvyauction iscoming up shortly.

Caf/ us for completedetails.

For FasterService Call 1-800-STAMPS-1(782-6771)
Steve IvyPhilatelicAuctions· The HeritageBuilding

311 MarketStreet " Dallas. Texas 7l202-9990
WATS: 1-800-STAMP5-1 (782-6771) e InTexas: (214)742·2100

CRl
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THE WEBSTER KNIGHT AND BENJAMIN K. MILLER PHILATELIC
COLLECTIONS: IMMORTALITY ENSHRINED

STANLEY M. BIERMAN, M.D.
(Con tinued from Chronicl e 141:22)

THE KNIGHT-MILLER STORY: PART II
Benjamin Ku rt z Miller was born in Milwaukee , Wiscon sin , on June 6, 1857.

Follo wing graduation from Penn sylvania College in Gettysburg in 1877 , he studied law
and was admitted to the Wisconsin Bar in 1880.'· Foll owing a successful caree r in the
legal profession and shrew d inves tment in real estate, he retired in 1906 at age 49 and trav
eled ex tens ive ly, having a particular attrac tion to the jungles of Africa where he engaged
in big-gam e hunt ing. He displa yed spec imens of his wi ld game trophi es in his summer
home at Wild Rose, Wiscon sin.

It is not known when Miller 's initi al interest in phil ately began , for his name co uld
not be found in a membersh ip list of the 1896 Minnesota Philateli c Association.'; Miller
made some of his initial stamp purchases from Eben S. Mar tin who held auction sa les in
Minn eapolis in the early 1900s. Minn eapolis was some distan ce away from the major
philatel ic centers of the country, and Mill er undoubtedly utilized the services of dealers
such as Warren Colson , Phil ip H. Ward, Jr. , and Charles J. Phill ips in asse mbling his
United States collec tion. In later yea rs he ev inced scho larly interest in the hobby, and pub
lished his observations on "U.S. Speci men Stamp s" and "Tent at ive List of U.S. Stam p
Dies" in a 1921 philatelic periodical." Miller acquired Ca rroll Chase's Frankl in and Eagle
carriers through Phil ip Ward , Jr.,17 and purchased a major portion of Harry M. Konwiser 's
U.S. departmental issues." One of his major acquisitions con sisted of capturing the lion 's
share of the Ludl ow Beebee material follow ing the find in 1924. He purcha sed 2 18 copies
of the 5¢ and 10¢ US 1847 issues, including many pairs and strips, from H. F. Colman , a
Washington , D.C. , dealer," Mill er spent between $140,000 and $ 160,000 in putting togeth
er his co llec tion, which was purp orted to be the most nearly perfect and complete asse m
blage of U.S. stamps in exis tence ." It was housed in 47 stamp albums with eac h volume
containing 50 pages of U.S. gene ral issues from 1847 to 1925 . Ward observed in 1924 that
it had taken Miller upward s of ten yea rs to acc umulate this world-class co llection, imply
ing a late start in philatelic interests by the Mil waukee attorney.

Charles J. Phillips, the prominent New York dealer, visited his client in Milwaukee in
1924, at which time the two discussed the disposition of the philatel ic property that Miller
wished to bequeath to a publi c institution. Phillips prevailed upon the attorney to donate
the collection to the city of New York rather than his hometo wn of Milwaukee, to allow a
grea ter number of phil ateli sts to view the co llection." Miller engage d the services of
Elliott Perry, the New Jersey dealer, to begin to mount the stamps and annotate the materi
a l fo r public d ispl ay, foll o wing the mod el employed for the Tapling Co llec tion in

14. Cha rles J. Phillips, "The Miller Co llect ion of United States Postage Stamps," New York Public

Library Bulletin 40 :421 -426 , 1936.
15. H.S. Swe nsen , The Philatelic Newsle tter, Vol. I, # 10, Dec. 1895.
16. B.K . Mille r, "U .S. ' Spec imen ' Stamps," Alhemarle Stamp Co llec tor VII: 303-304, 1921 ;

"Tentative List of U.S. Stamp Dies," ihid. VII:286 -288, 1921.
17. Philip H. Ward, Jr., " B.K. Miller of the Middle West," Mek eel's Weekly Stamp Neil'S XXXV III

(# 1748):362 (July 7, 1924) .
18. Harry M. Kon wiser, "U.S. Department s in the Miller Co llec tion," The Ameri can Philatelist

39:160 (Dec. 1925).
19. Cha rles J. Phillips, " Reminiscences of the Veterans ," Collectors Club Philatelist X:199-202

(Apr. 193 I).
20. Anon., "The Miller U.S. Co llection," Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News XXXIX (# 1781): 11 3 (Feb .

23, 1925).
21. Char les J. Phill ips, "The B.K . Miller Co llec tion," Stamps 10:233 -234 (Fe b. 16, 1935).
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London . In Janu ary 1925 , Mi lle r traveled to New York to talk to autho rities at the New
York Pu bl ic Library, which public insti tut ion had been chosen as the repository of his
bequest. It was Mi ller's wish that , through the donat ion, the co llec tion wo uld be useful to
stamp co llec tors as a reference source . On February 6, 1925, Miller turn ed ove r his superb
co llec tion to the New York Pub lic Library."

B.K . Mi lle r d ied at age 7 1 on Ma rch 17, 192 8, and up to the tim e of his death he con
tinu ed to add to the co llec tion as if it we re his own ." A sum of money wa s set as ide to pay
for ex hibi t cases and costs of mounting , but unde r co nd itions fo r tran sfer of property by
Mi lle r to the New York Pub lic Library, there was no money for the ma intenance of the co l
lecti on. Covenants of transfer dated February 5 , 1925, did d irect the New York Public
Library, As tor, Len ox and Ti lde n Fou nda tio n to ca re , take custody, preser ve , house, and
exhibit the co llec tion. Th e brief document designated that the pro perty be main tained in
perpetu ity by the institution.

Th e B.K . Miller Collec tion co nta ined practi call y every major variety of postal issues
listed in the Scott's U.S. Spe cialized catalog ue. T he Mi ller holdings we re generally
det ail ed and enume rated in Ph illip 's ar ticle that appeared in a 1935 issue of Stamps,"
Th ere was a reconstructed plate of New Yor k postm aste r provisional s, along with two
panes each of 100 subjects of a plate reconstruction of the 1O¢ U.S. 1847 iss ue, many of
which ex amples ca me fro m the Ludlow Beebee find. Mi ssing only two or three positions,
thi s phil atel ic icon had been plated by Elliott Perry and wa s described in the 1924-1 926
series in The Collectors Club Philatelist. There we re many examples of the 10¢ U.S. 1847
bisect s ona nd off cover. Several of the I¢ U.S . 1851 reconstru cted sheets were present ,
along with plates 0 throu gh VIII of the e leven 3¢ U.S. 1851 pl anes (e x-Chase) . Th e
Aug ust 1861 printings as we ll as all the Septembe r iss ues were no ted , along with practi cal
ly all the rare grill issues. Th e set of U.S. 1869 pictorials surprisingly lack ed a 10¢ exam
ple , bu t co nta ined all three of the inverts , of whic h the 30¢ variety was the high point , and
stated to have cost M iller $ 1,750. He wa s complete in all respec ts in the way of re-iss ues
and special pr intin gs, th rou gh the Ban k No tes and Oma has . Ph illips 's 1935 enumeration
ende d with U.S . 190 I Pan American inverts , incl uding the I¢ and 4¢ denom ination s in
block s of fo ur, wit h the comm ent that the latter item had bee n sto len in 1934 by a th ief
who cut the bloc k fro m the glass fra me. It is imp ort ant to note that large blocks of ea rly
U.S . ge neral issues, later to be included in the Miller co llec tion , were not enu merated in
Phill ips 's list.

Most of the co llection, inc luding the reconstructed plate of the 10¢ U.S. 1847 , was
not put on public di spl ay, and only a portion of the Mille r collection, which was mounted
by Elliott Perry bet ween 1925 and 192 8, wa s shown at the New York Publ ic Lib rary dur
ing the 1930s. In the 1940s Norman Se rphos , presiden t of Scott Stamp and Co in Co.,
began to mou nt the post- 190 1 genera l iss ues which were ex hibited to the publi c dur ing the
1940-47 period . Hetm an Herst , J r., asserts tha t it was a well -known fact in ph ilatelic cir
cles that Serphos traded rem ainders from his ow n 1936 TIPEX award-winning aerophi
latel y co llection with the New York Publ ic Li brary in exc ha nge for the Mill er sheets, rare
plate numbers and other duplica te ma terial. Th e Se rphos sa le of "Flown Cover Co llection"
held by Harm er, Rooke, New York, on May 19-21 , 1941 , was me t with loud yawns by co l
lectors, foll owing whic h it is beli eved that the dealer invei gled lib rar y authorities into
enhanci ng the Mill er Collec tion with the inc lus ion of examples of aerophilately. This trade
was accomplished notwithstandin g cov enants of the will and stro ng sentime nts by New
York dealers against the tran saction .

22. Geo rge Amick, .IeIlIlY' . Amos Press. Sidney, Ohi o. 1986, p. 158.
23. Ano n., "Two Dece ased Leader s," Mekeel's Weekly Stamp Nell'S XLI I (#2943) : 22 1 (Apr. 2,

1928); Phil ip H. Ward . Jr., "The B.K. Mill er Co llec tion Acquired by the New York Public Library,"
Mekeel's Weekly Stamp Nell'S XXX IX (# 1779) :82 (Feb. 9. 1925).

24. Charles J. Phillips, "The B.K. Miller Collectio n." loc. cit.
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The Serph os connection with the New York Public Lib rary remains ill-defined to this
time, but a curio us twist was to evolve in the relationship . It was claimed that during the
early 1940s, a certain employee of Scott Stamp and Coin Co . who was moonlight ing at the
New York Publ ic Library filched some stam ps from the co llection." In what is surely a
strange and perhap s spurious story, whose truth and accuracy cannot be ver ified given the
death of the parties involved , a report appea red in Stamps in 1941 noting a remarkable find
of U.S. 1847 issues." Included in the article were photographs of the so-ca lled "find" con
sisting of blocks of eight and twelve of the 5¢ U.S. 1847 issue, and blocks of three and six
of the 10¢ U.S. 1847 variety. It was asserted that a New Yorker, whose identity was not
revealed , came across these incred ible blocks while going through corresponde nce in his
grandmother's estate. Brought by the young man to the Sco tt Stamp and Co in Co., the
material was purchased by Serphos and added to the Sco tt stock. The used block of six 10¢
U.S. 1847 issue was placed by Serphos in the J.e. Morgenthau sale #449 of April 12,
1943. Thi s particular sale consisted of rarit ies from the Phil ip B. Phill ipp collection, com 
mingled with material from the vaults of the Sco tt Stamp and Coin Co. Four principal
items consisting of the uniqu e horizontal unused block of ten New York postmaster provi
sional (Scott 9X I) and a companion rep rint block of nine of the same design, along with
the used block of twelve of the 5¢ U.S. 1847 and used block of six of the 1O¢ U.S. 1847
were purchased by the New York Public Library from the Phillipp auction. It has been sug
ges ted by some authorities that the blocks were uncatal ogued stamps belong ing to the
Miller Collec tion at the New York Public Library, and were returned to the institution
rather than purchased.

Philip Wall commented" that a column published in a warti me issue of Stamps pub
licly accused the "finder" of the 1847 blocks of diverting a large numb er of early 20th cen 
tury stamps and complete panes from the Miller Collection to the Scott finn 's subsidia ry,
J. C. Morgenthau & Co., for public auction. The writer of the column ques tioned who
received the proceeds of the sale, and what, if anything, was given the library in return?
Other curi ous observa tions relate to Geo rge Van der Berg 's co lumn in a 1945 issue of
Stamps in which the author stated he was informed that the library had sold a huge acc u
mulati on of shee ts from the Miller Collection." George Sloane made much the same obser
vation, noting that "numerous entire mint sheets of stamps, with Omahas and other com
memorative in abundance [including] shee ts of Bluish Papers," were quietly sold at a New
York auction brin ging tho usa nds of doll ar s. 29 Sa le #4 50 of J. e. Morgenthau , dated
September 20-24, 1943, which immedi ately followe d the Phillipp auction, contained 420
lots of U.S. complete sheets for the period 1857 to 1927 , and included a sheet of the 6¢
U.S. bluish paper issue and two shee ts of the Lincoln blui sh paper, nearly all the 1909 to
1925 commemorative issues, and shee ts of all airpos t issues (C 1-6). Much of the shee t
material is believed to have come from the B.K. Miller Collection , and is more than likely
that this 20th ce ntury material was exc hange d by the New York Publ ic Library with
Serphos for the rare 20th century blocks.

A scathing attack by Stephen Rich in 1942 in a philate lic periodical" noted the sorry
state of the Miller bequ est; he offered the serv ices of the Collecto rs Club of New York to
ass ist the New York Public Library, but his condemnation did not evo ke much of a re
sponse. When George Van Den Berg visited the Miller Collection in 1945 he was shoc ked

25. Philip T. Wall, "New York Postmaster' s Provisionals Stolen from the New York Public Library,"
Chronicle 11 4:92-96 (May 1982).

26. Anon., "An Important Find of 5¢ and 10¢ U.S. I847s," Stamps 36:41 (July 12, 194 I).
27. Philip T. Wall, personal communication, 1987.
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29. George B. Sloane, "N.Y. Public Library Collectio n," Stamps 54:557 (Mar. 30, 1946).
30. Stephen Rich, 'That Miller Collection in the N'Yawk Public Library," Mek eel's Weekly Sta m P

News LIX (#2709):363 (Dec. 7, 1942).
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Columbians we re obse rve d to be deteri orating with cur ling and crac king of the gum."
Finally, after much prodding, the New York Public Library undertook in 1946 to enlarge
the display which had been kept in a third-floor library room. George Sloane observed that
the library never ev ide nced any rea l appreciation of their bequest and commented that the
coll ecti on was treated by library offici al s " like an unwanted stepchild.":" On April 4 ,
1949 , the complete Mill er Collection wa s put on permanent ex hibit in the building's main
lobby, follow ing mounting of the U.S. 190 2-26 section by Norman Serphos." One hun
dred vertical go lden-oa k sliding display fram es we re installed with tran sparent enclosures
to show the Mill er U.S. stamp iss ues which were exhibited four pages to a frame.

Disinterest , a cavalier atti tude, neglec t, and poor supe rvis ion were to charac terize the
New York Publ ic Library 's stewardship of the M iller Coll ecti on . On Jun e 9, 1975 , a thief
smashed into the so-called brea k proof ex hibit fram es and made off with a strip of four of
the firs t coi l stamp (Scott 3 18).14 Libra ry officials tem porarily rem oved the collection from
publ ic view for new install ati on and prot ecti ve covering, but sec urity remained lax. As
mi ght be anticipated, disaster struc k the Librar y ag ain in the pre-dawn hours of Sunday,
Ma y 9, 1977. " Th iev es, beli eved seques tered in the library pri or to the previous night 's
closing, broke into the displ ay ca ses hou sin g the collect ion between the hours of 2 a.m.
and 5: I0 a.m. Alarm sys tems were trig gered in the large corridor at the Fifth Avenue
entrance, but it took the sing le un iformed sec ur ity guard 30 to 40 minutes to investigate
the inc ident. Ed wa rd White , the library 's public relation s director, obser ved that one of the
two ass igned night guards was out on sick leave . Poli ce postulated that thie ves forced the
locks open and ut ilized an acety lene torch to op en the frames whi ch were protected by
Lexan , a bull etproof plastic. The thieves then pried open ten of the fram es and used a strip
of pla stic to hold an alarm switch in place. Wh en one of the strips fell out of the eleventh
fram e it ca used the alarm to sound.

One hundred and fifty -three rare stamps were stolen from the Miller Collection.
Amongst the stolen items were the bottom margin block of ten of the Ne w York postmas
ter provisional and an 1862 reprint proof block of nine , the used vertical block of six 10¢
U.S . 1847 , the used horizontal blo ck of twel ve 5¢ U.S. 1847 , a grilled 30¢ U.S . 1867 (six
extant), the 15¢ and 30¢ U.S. 186 9 pictorial inve rts, blo ck s of four of the 4¢ and 8¢ U.S.
1908 blui sh paper issue s and a U.S . 1918 Jenny airmail inv ert. The total value of the
sto le n materi al was estimated bet ween $250, 000 and $500, 000 , whic h was in sured
through Frank Hall & Co . but ca rried a $ 100,000 deductible c lause ."

The Ne w York Times of Jun e 17, 1977 , noted that library official s had obtained a
blurry Polaroid snapsho t of a suspicious-looking cha rac ter who wa s ob serv ed view ing the
collection prior to the theft .:Described as a slim-built, 30-ye ar-o ld man with reddish hair
and blue eyes , the indi vidu al ide ntified him sel f as "Ralph Carroll of Rego Park Queens"
to librar y offic ials, but Detective Merkl e of the Manhattan Burglary Squ ad found the
address to be bogu s, and th e interlop er departed . A ce rtai n high -ranking New York
philateli st claims to have observed an out-of-state stamp deal er loitering about the displ ay
ca ses prior to the theft , but no arrests were made despite FBI investigat ion into the affair.

Pol ice investigative unit s comment ed that it took the New York Public Library five
days to provide them with what turned out to be an incomplete list of the stolen stamps .
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Thi s list was passed along to Leo Farrel , Speci al Age nt for the Brooklyn-Queen s FBI, who
along wit h the Stamp Th eft Committee of the American Phil ateli c Society launc hed a
nat ionwide inquiry. Althoug h ham pered by the lack of usable photograph s of the rarit ies,
the investiga tive parties de term ined that major portions of the Miller theft turn ed up in the
possessio n of Lambert Gerber, a Tamaq ua, Pennsylvania, phi latelic dea ler.

Gerbe r began his ph ilat el ic career in 1934 dea ling from Tamaq ua, a pleasant
mou ntain communi ty situated between Allentow n and Hazelton, Penn sylvania. For 44
years, Gerber held hundreds of auctions of mod est ph ilatelic properties, with a particular
slant to U.S. essays and proofs. Beginning in 1978, however, he began to offer excep tiona l
quality U.S. rariti es, in a series of ten pr ivate treaty sales. Among the offerings was a used
block of four of the 5¢ U.S. 1847 which aro used the interest of a Tulsa co llec tor, Willia m R
Grimm, when he read Ph ilip Wall's ar ticle on "US 1847 Blocks Stolen From the New York
Publi c Library," as published in the Novembe r 1982 issue of The Chronicle of the U.S.
Classic Postal Issues. Grimm came to the realization tha t a used hori zont al pair of the 10¢
cent U.S. 1847 , which he had innocentl y purchased at a 1980 Stolow auction , came from
the original Mill er block. Grimm came to this conclu sion in exa mining a photograph of the
used block of four 5¢ U.S. 1847 depi cted in Ryohei Ishikawa's book on The United State s
Stamp 1847-1 869. He determined that cancellation marks on his own pair and Ishikawa's
block were identi cal to those present on the 1941 New York "find" stolen from the New
York Public Lib rary. Th ese pieces were initi ally part of the defecti ve used block of twe lve
of the issue. It was ass umed that Gerb er excised the be tter qua lity right end of the block of
four which the Tamaqu a dealer sold to Ryohei Ishikawa for a repo rted $20,000; the block
was returned whe n Ish ikawa wa s lat er informed that the piece was sto len prop erty.
Ishik awa never succeeded in co llec ting his acquisition costs fro m the Gerber estate. Stolow
was left holding the bag afte r it refund ed Gr imm his purchase price.

It was, however, Philip Wall's article appearing in Chronicle 116 that is credited wit h
providing the link to aler t the FBI and the APS Stamp Theft Commi ttee. In study ing plat
ing positions of New Yor k postma ster provi siona ls, Wall dete rmined that strips of the issue
cut from the Miller bloc k of ten had co me through the Gerber firm . Wall also de termined
that sections of the New York po stmaster provisio na l plate proof on blue bond pa per,
includ ing a scarce block of four, whic h was adve rtised by Ger ber as constituting a recon
struction, had been cut from the stolen Mill er pane some time between 1977 and 1979.
Attention was turned to volume five of Gerbe r's " United Sta tes and Ca nada Gem s and
Rarities" which pictured three examples of the U.S. 1918 Jenny airmai l inverts with pr ices
varying bet ween $3 8,500 for an off center example with straight edge, to ano ther speci me n
for $59,000, to a gem of the invert offered for $69 ,000. When one of the spec ime ns that
was privately purchased by John W. Kaufmann , a Washington , nc., dealer, was offered at
aucti on on May 5, 1979, suspicion was further aroused in the philatelic community. It was
clear to several authorities knowledgeable ab out plat e position s of the Jenny invert that
several stamps had been reperfora ted so as to appea r to be different from the spec imens
present in the Mill er co llec tion.

The long and complex sto ry of the search for the stolen Miller property is detailed in
George Amick's Jenny !'? (pages ISS to 168) and will not be fully recounted here. Sixty
nine of the total 153 stolen stamps, inc luding the Jenny inverts, were traced to Gerber,
while seven item s were recovered from collectors, and five from other dea lers. Lambert
Gerber died August 8, 198 1, taking with him the sec rets of his acquisit ion. With the 1982
exp irat ion of the statute of limi tati ons on the burglary, there were no indictments nor
arrests made on the stamp heist.

In May 1984 , W. Earl Sumner, FBI special agent from Northern Ohi o, who had
worked in the area of stamp theft , and James H. Beal , cha irman of the APS Sta mp Theft

37. George Amick.loe. cit.
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Committee, announced the recovery of the Miller stamps." Fo llowing the return of the
stolen materia l, under strict gag rules. the federal gra nd jury proceedi ngs were held in New
York. The New York U.S. Distric t Court attempted to adj udica te legal issues that arose
between the library. three insuran ce companies that had paid $237.500 for the theft claim ,
and the several stamp dealers and co llectors who had acquired the stolen property. includ 
ing Grace Gerber. executrix of her husband's estate. Following legal maneuvers. the New
York Public Library reimbursed the insurance companies $ 180.000 for the recovered mate
rial. The stolen stamps were returned on July 8. 1986, as part of the court settlement by
orde r of Federal Judge William Knap p." The stamps were remo unted. re-annotated, and
subsequently quietly retired to a vault in the New York Pub lic Library where they reside to
this day. There has been some fanciful talk about a cy-prcs legal maneuver to set aside the
Miller covenants to allow the institution to sell its treasure at auction to intereste d parties.
but library officials fear that this action migh t be a bad precedent for subsequent bequests.

Thu s ends the tale of two wor ld- famous phi latelic properties bequeathed to publ ic
instituti ons. From the weave of circumstances and events surrounding the husband ing of
the respe ctive bequ ests, the reader can draw his or her own conclus ions. Can immortality
be enshrined as Knight and Miller seemed to have envisioned. or would philately have
been better served had these valuable properti es been placed at public auction for future
generations to own. admire. and protect?

3H. Ano n.. " FBI Announces Largest Stam p Theft Recovery Ever." The American Philatelist 9R: 11H7
1191 (Dec. 19H4 ).
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U.S. CARRIERS

ROBERT MEYERSBURG, Editor
NEW'YORK: AN OVERVIEW OF ITS CARRIER OPERATIONS
BETWEEN 1825 and JUNE 30,1863

ROBERTB.MEYERSBURG
(Continued from Chronicle 14 1:3 1)

City letters and lett er s to the mail s may be identified by their postal markin gs and
franking. Figures 20 throu gh 32 show representative New York carr ier usages and post
marks.

Figure 20. Postmark lin
red) "U.S. MAIL CITY
DELIVERY PAID 1," Oct.
16,1856.

Figure 22 . Postmark
(in black) " U.S. MAIL
CITY DELIVERY 1."

Figure 21. Postmarks
(in black) "U.S. MAIL
CITY DELIV ERY PAID
2" AND "U.S. MAIL 4
P. M . DELIVERY."
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t'
Figure 23 . ~
Postmarks (in I.
black) "NEW YORK r
CITY DELIVERY
'let." and " 8 - U.S.
MAIL 4P.M. DELIV
ERY."

Figure 24. Postmark (in
red) "NEW YORK PAID
CITY DELIVERY 1ct."

Figure 25. Postmark (in red)
"NEW YORK CITY PAID 1
CT."

Figure 26. Duplex can
cellation 1C + 3C 1857
series.
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Figure 28. 1C 1857
prepaying carrier
collection fee on
cover to Bremen in
Bremen mail.

Figure 30. Four 1C
1861 stamps pay
ing postage and
collection fee.

Figure 27. Four copies
of 1C 1857 paying
postage and collec
tion fee to the mails.

Figure 29 . 1C 1861
series paying carri
er fee to the mails.
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After June 30, 1863, carrier co llection and delivery fees were abo lished in the New
York City postal distr icts (and some 48 other post offices designated by the Postmaster
Genera l as far wes t as St. Louis), and the letter carriers were placed on fixed salaries. The
dro p letter postage was increased to two cents, prepaid , with free city delivery. .

Figure 31. 1¢ 1861 series
paying collection fee to
the New York post office
on double weight trans
atlantic letter to France .

The National Philatel ic Collect ion of the Smithsonian Instituti on was kind enough to
make their file of photographs available, from which Figures 8, 9 and 16 were taken.

For those reader s who want to pursue a more detailed history of the New York carri
ers, there are many exce llent articles avai lable for further reading. Among them are those
listed below.

Figure 32. Postmark (in black): "NEW YORK P.O. STATION A."
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
PRESIDENTIAL lETTER TO RUSSIA
RICHARD F. WINTER

James K. Polk , the I Ith President of the United States, was one of the hardest work
ing and most produ ctive of our Presidents, serving from 4 March 1845 to 3 Marc h 1849.
More territory was added to the United Sta tes under Polk than any other President except
Jefferson. He se ttled the 40-year-o ld Nor thwest Boundary dispu te with Great Brit ain
resulting in retaining the territory containing the State of Washington. Through his able
managem ent of the Mexican War and the ensuing peace negotiations, he caused the south
west boundary to move to include New Mexico and Califom ia. When Polk left office after
serv ing only one term , the United States stretched from the At lantic to the Pacific Ocean.
The first two treati es to govem mai ls between the U.S. and foreign co untries were negoti
ated under Polk' s administration, the 1847 Trea ty with Bremen and the 1848 Treat y with
Great Britain. Satisfie d that he had acco mplished the goa ls he set for his Presidency, James
K. Polk declined requests to run again for a second term and died three month s after retir
ing to private life.

Philatel ists remember Polk as the Preside nt during whose admi nistration the 1847
stamps were issued.

Figure 1. June 1848 envelope franked by President James K. Polk to U.S. Minister in St.
Petersburg, Russia . Cover entered British mails at London and was conveyed under the
Anglo-Prussian Treaty of 1846 . London marked 6 pence debit to Prussia and Aachen
restated unpaid British postage of 18 silbergroschen.

A most interestin g cover, written by James K. Polk, is show n in Figures I and 2. The
enve lope, without its contents, is addressed to The Hon. Ralph I. Ingersoll, U.S. Minister
to St. Petersburg, Russia. James K. Polk 's free fran k appears in the upper right comer. The
right to send mail free of charge by placing a signature on the piece of mail was a privilege
extended to all Presidents until it was abolished on I July 1873.

The free frank ing privilege applied for use within the U.S. mail sys tem only. There
was no provision in the fore ign postal treaties for free mail by Gove mment offic ials. A
Presidential frank would not exe mpt the payment of the requ ired overseas postage. This
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cover shows no or igin postmark which streng thens the theory that it was handled out side
the regular U.S. mails. Two possibilities see m likely. Fir st , the lett er may have bee n ca r
ried overseas pri vately as a favor and deposited in the London mail s. Th e reason for the
free frank is not obvious if this were the case since Presid ent Polk 's signature would serve
no purpose in the Briti sh mail sys tem. A seco nd possibility is the letter was placed in a
special governme nt mail or cons ular pou ch and requ ired the Pre sident's signature to au
thenticate for thi s use. Thi s see ms to be a more reason able ex plana tion. The absence of a
Washington, D.C. , postm ark would be consistent with thi s suppos ition.

I

Figure 2. Reverse of cover showing London date stamp, initials and date U.S. agent han
dled cover in London, and Russian postage due of 69 kopecks.

While we can not be sure when the lett er was writt en , the London date stamp on the
cove r reverse fits with the arrival of a tran satlantic steamer from New York. On 20 Jun e
1848, the Ocean Steam Nav igation Company steamship Herm ann departed New York and
arr ived off Southampton on 3 Jul y 1848 . A diplomatic or courier pouch carr ied on this
steamer would have reached London on 4 Jul y, the date of the London postm ark . The ini
tial s and manuscript date "July 4th " on the reverse suggests the lett er may have been
plac ed in the mails at London by a U.S. cons ular offi cial or agent there. Once the letter en
tered the Briti sh mail sys tem it was handled under the An glo-Prussian Treaty of I October
1846 which permitted letters to be sent either prepaid or unp aid from England to Prussia ,
and beyond, in thi s case, to Russia . Th e Briti sh forwarded the letter unpaid in the mail s ex
change d with Aix-Ia-Chapelle (Aachen), Pru ssia, through Belgium. London marked a deb
it to Prussia of 6 pence in the upper right corn er of the co ver, the Briti sh fee under the
Tre aty. On 7 Jul y Aach en struck the double circle date stamp, illu st rated in Figure 3,
which contains the word s "Aus ENGLAND Per AACHEN."

Figure 3. Aachen marking showing date closed mail
bags from London were opened. Mail from England
entering Prussia at Aachen travelled through Belgium.
Chronicle 142 / May 1989 / Vol. 41. No.2 99



There are no other postal markings on the cover except rate marki ngs. The letter
probably travelled by the Prussian railway system acro ss Northern Germany to Stettin
where there was a steam ship service through the Balt ic to St. Petersburg.

Aachen restated the total British postage of I shilling 9 pence (2 1 pence) as 18 sil
bergroschen. A manuscript " 18" appears on the cover just to the left of the British deb it.
The British postage to Russia by the Prussian mails through Belgium included 6 pence to
G.B. , 4 pence Belgium transit (1/.-'/2 ounce letter), 7 pence Prussian transit, and 4 pence
foreign fees . The Trea ty provided tha t I penny British was eq uiva lent to 10 pfennige
Prussian. Since 12 pfenni ge was equa l to I si lbergroschen, the sum of 2 1 pence was
approx imately 18 silbergroschen. On the reverse is a small, man uscr ipt "69" which is the
Russian postage due of 69 kopecks. Since 1 silbergro schen was equivalent to 3 kopecks,
approx imately 43 kopecks of this postage due was paid to Prussia for the accumulated
transit fees to Russia.
PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Author ita tiv e philatelic literatu re on: US. CSA. GB. Mari time . Forger ies. G B and the Empire

We stock many major pub lishers. over 100 in all:

Robson Lowe. Collectors Clubs of Chicago and New York. Phi latelic Found ation . Britannia
Stamp Burea u. House of Alcock. Quarterman. American Philate lic Soci ety. U.S. Philatelic
Class ics Soc iety. Various Unive rsity Presses and Private Publishers.
Royal PS of London. The Depot . La Posta, State PH Socie ties. etc .

Purchaser of major ph ilate lic librar ies. C urrent Stock Ca talog $3 .00

PH BL ANK PAG ES, MYL AR AN D PAG E BO XES

The state of the art for both arch ival preservation and appearance. our pages are 100% cotton rag in addit ion
10 being neutral pH and buffered . Blank and Quadri lle. Custom stee l engraved page head s and panel ing ava il
able. All made in USA.

Page Sam pler $3.00, Page Sa mpler and Lit eratu re Ca ta log $5.00

LEONARD H. H ARTMANN P.O. Box 36006, Louisville Ky 40233, (502) 451·0317
BUILDING YOUR COLLECTION

5C 1851 Issue (Sc. 12) vertical
strip of 3, margins almost all
around, to France . . . net
S8,500

The rarity offered h ere is one of many available to
serious collectors who seek the bes t. We can help yo u

reach you r collecting goals by quietly locating
virtu a lly any major United Sta tes stam p or cover.

$ c:~~~~;v~~;;;;n$
PHI L A TELl ceo N S U L T A N T
BO X 342 DANB URY, CT 06810 (203) 743-5291

Life Member APS , ASDI\, Philatelic Fo un., Classics Soc. • Halik Letter of Credit A vail.
100 Chronicle 142 / May 1989 / Vol. 4 1. No.2



Many of you may be familiar with the term" Ex-Donald Malcolm Collection".
Whenever used it des ignates a cover as being in a class by itself, one of only a
few where quality, beauty and .sometimes rarity have blended into a cover
which is really desirable to own. Donald Malcolm's collection was sold in the
early '70's and looking back on it I am always amazed at the assemblage.
When Mr. Malcolm was form ing this great collection he used to frequent the
New York City dealers and ask the same question "What do you have that's
pretty and overpriced?" One of his favorites was the one Illustrated above. It
combines all of his required elements in a way that makes it very desirable. It
Is dated August 2, 1844 and although the letter is no longer with it probably
originated In Buffalo or possibly Detroit. The Express was established by
Henry Wells only a month before and covers are quite scarce. This one
travelled to the city of New York and was handed over to Boyd's City Express
Post for local delivery. Note that the Boyds marking ties the LeUer Express
stamps. Virtually every other cover known with this stamp is untied with a
handstamped marking.

It was our pleasure to have sold this cover along with many others of similar
quality and rar ity in a recent private treaty sale of a wonderful collection of
Locals and Carriers. We were able to bring together buyer and seller so that
each was pleased with the transaction.

Annual Auction Subscription $15

.L ROBERTG.
",,(,KAUFMANN

P.O. Box 1895
540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township
N.J. 07470

(201) 831-1772

Postal History
Auctions

Private Treaty, References Please

Our Experience Will Make a Difference for You
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
TYPING OF U.S. POSTAL STATIONERY DIE 5, GROUP 2

JOHN R. WEIM ER

Stamped envelope Die 5 is divid ed into two groups. I Group I with II types has a
long (2mm) cro ssstroke of the T of THREE and the T of CENTS. Group 2 with 20 types
has a shorter ( I.75mm) crossstroke of the Ts.

17

/ LL Cu rve Fall s Away :

• 15 ", T Far Fr om Cu rve

" L L Cu rve Roun d: 24

24 , 30 ' T Close To Curve
3D

J HR Wide : 23

2 3 ,"29

....... HR Not Wide : 29

1 . Key to Di e 5 , Group 2.

/ RE Wide : 11

11, 2 2 .

' RE Not Wi de : 22

Fi gure

: < CENTS Hig h : 18

CENTS Not Hi gh
25

THREE Low

/ 18 , 2 5 / CE Close : 12

T Clo se To Curv e :

/

1 2 , 2 1 ~E Not Close : 2 1

TH Not Close :
12 ,13 ,1 4 ,1 6,18
19 , 2 1, 2 5 , 2 6 , 27, 2 8 T Sho r t :~ "" UR Curv e Sha llow : 27

~
/ 12 ,2 1 , 21 7 2 ~ ." T Not Close To

"" Curv e : 27 ,28... UR Cu rve Not Sha llow : 28

THREE Not Lo w : ./ CE Close : 19
12 , 13 ,1 4,1 6,1 9 HR Wi de : ~ LL Curve Fa l ls Away
2 1 ,26 ,27 ,28 ....... "' 14 19 26 " ./ 26

~T Not Sho r t : " ~
13 , 1 4 ,1 6 ,1 9,~ CE Not Close:

'"

14, 26 ...... LL Curve Rou nd : 14

LR Extra cu rv e
HR Not Wide '"Weave Or n . : 13
13. 16 , HR Wi d e r: 16

/ HR Wid e - :

THREE Lo w :
~1 1 , 1 7 , 2 0 , 22~ LL Cur ve Fa ll s Away

~ ~HR Not W 1de :~
TH Close : 17, 20 " LL Cu rve Round : 20
11,1 5,1 7, 20, 2 2
23 ,24 ,29,30

'-.. / T Sh o r t

"" THREE Not Low :
15, 23, 2 4, 2 9 ,30

"'-.T Not Sho r t
15 , 24 , 30

Figure 1. Key to Die 5, Group 2.

A key is a means of sorting a group of objects by grouping them together by common
charact eristics. These common characteristics are usuall y not absolute but comparative.
Group I has been keyed.' A key is presented here to sort the Group 2 types (Figure I). The
20 types are divided 9/ 11 by the separation of the TH of THREE. A diagnosis as to the
type is arrived at in six steps. Many other characteristics are present but these seem to be
the most useful.

Some types are readil y identified and the key is not .necessary but they are included
for completeness. Type 13 (Figure 2) has an extra loop outside the lower right (LR) curve

I. Catalog of the 19th Century Stamped Envelopes and Wrappers of the United States , UPSS, Inc.,
1984.

2. John R. Weimer, "Typing of U.S. Postal Station ery Die 5. Group I." Chronicle 140:250-252
(November 1988).
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~

Figure 2. Die 5, Group 2, Type 13: TH not
close, THREE not low, T not short, HR not
wide, extra curve.

Figure 3. Die 5, Group 2, Type 14: TH not
close, THREE not low, T not short, HR
w ide, CE not close, LL curve round.

above the weave orna ment. Type 25 has an ex tra loop on the right third up the weave on
the inside.

So me types are particu larly difficult to determi ne such as Type 14 (Figure 3) versus
Type (T) 16 (F igure 4). In T 16 the LL curve is Hatter , TS is paralle l and TH is closer.

Figure 4. Die 5, Group 2, Type 16: TH not
close, THREE not low , T not short, HR not
wide, HR wider.

Figure 5. Die 5, Group 2, Type 21: white
paper.
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Figure 6. Die 5, Group 2, Type 21: buff
paper.

Characteristics of the paper can alter the appe arance of the die . The crisp impre ssion
of T2 1 on white paper (Figure 5) is not easily recon cilable with the fuzzy impression of
T21 on the less expensive buff paper (Figure 6).

Typing enve lope stamps is not as awesome as winter botan y but a key is still user
friendl y.
POSTAGE STAMP AGENCY
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

The contract for the production of the 1851 issue of postage stamps was dated 10
June 1851. It was very specific concerning the handl ing of the plates and dies and the
delivery of completed postage stamps to the Post Office Departm ent:

.. . the stamps shall be delivered from time to time to such persons as shall be
authorized to receive the same by an instrum ent of writing duly exec uted under the
hand of the Postmaster General and the seal of the Post Office Department , and that on
delivery of each such parcel of stamps ordered, they, the said parties of the second part,
will prepare and furni sh the agent authorized to receive them, with an acc urate state
ment verified by oath of one of said parties of the second part , of the number of stamps
prepared and delivered to them by said Agent of the Department. And the parties of the
second part further agree that if the Postmaster General deems it necessary, he may
appoint a Special Agent of the Department who shall be at all times present when the
dies and plates are taken from the place of deposit herein after mentioned to be deliv
ered to the parties of the second part for the exec ution of any order of stamps given by
the Department and be and remain with them durin g the process of printin g and prepar
ing said stamps and receive them as fast as they may be finished . When any order for
stamps is filled or completed, then the dies and plates are to be carefully enveloped and
sealed up , the Age nt of the Post Office Department placin g the sea l and Topp an,
Carpenter, Casilear & Company placing their seal upon the package or packages, which
are to be deposited with the Ass istant Treasurer of the United States at Philadelphi a for
safe keepin g. When the plates and dies or either of them are again requi red for use, the
opening of the package or packages is to take place in the presence of an Agent of the
Post Office Dep artm ent and one of the firm of Toppan , Carp ent er , Casi lea r &
Company, or their Age nt, each breaking his own seal.
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other !fa/deet whalet'ff".

V"'71 ,·eapeclJidly.

JESSE JOHNSON,
A!JNII.

Figure 1. A form letter from Special Agent Jesse Johnson accompanying the delivery of
postage sta mps to the po stmaster at Washington, Me.

The wr iter has never see n an appointme nt of such a Spec ial Age nt, to be stationed at
or near the Treasury bu ildin g in Philadelphia. None of the Federal Registers lists such an
Agent. The PL&Rs of the period uniformly specify that all orders for postage stamps
should be sent by postm asters to the Post Office Departm ent in Washin gton. And yet the
attached illustrations show that such a Special Agent was functioning in 1859.

The cov ering letter that accompanied a shipment of $3 1 in postage stamps (pres um
ably ten sheets of 3¢ stamps and one sheet of I¢ stamps) is shown in Figu re I. The enve
lope that contained the packa ge mea sures 9"/'6X45

/ , inches. Thu s. it is certain that sheets
were not mai led flat , either bein g folded or separated to fit the enve lope . There is a control
mark at the upper left hand of the envelope (9837 ).

County.

,
POSTMASTER,

.;I/{zJ/ //~/ /;.r~•
•• •

Figure 2. The oversized envelope in which the stamps were placed.
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If any reader knows when the Spec ial Agent was first appointed, or has other ev i
dence of his operations, please let me know and I will include that information in a follow
up article .
SAILINGS OF THE UNITED STATES MAIL
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

(Continued from Chronicle 14 1:40 )

VANDE RBILT & INDEPENDENT SAILINGS FROM NE W YO RK

October 19, 1852 to January 1853

THROUGH TO SAN FRANCISCO. - N.Y. Herald . OCI. 6 , 1852 , N.Y. & S.F.S.S. Co ., Departu re date 
OCI. 19, 1852, 3 P.M., S.S. United States , connec ting at Panama with S.S. Cortes.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. - N.Y. Herald. OCI. 7, 1852, Vande rbilt Line, Depart ure date - OCI. 20, 1852, 3
P.M., S.S . "Star of the West" for San Ju an de l No rte, co nnecting with the Paci fic stea mer ove r the
Nicaragua Tran sit Rout e.

FOR SAN FR ANCI SCO. - N.Y. Herald . Fri. Sepl. 24 , 1852, N.Y. & S.F.S.S. Co ., Departure date - Th urs.
Oct. 28, 1852, 3 P.M. , S.S . United States for Aspi nwall, Navy Bay, co nnecting at Panama with S.S. Win
fie ld Sco tt for San Fra ncisco.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA ASPINWALL (NAVY BAY). - N.Y. Herald. OCI. 15, 1852, Empire City
Line, Departu re da te - Nov. 4, 1852, 3 P.M., S.S. Sierra Nev ada co nnect ing at Panama with S.S. City of
Pitt sburgh to sai l immediately for S.F.

FO R SAN FRANCISCO. - N. Y. Herald . OCI. 21, 1852, Vanderbi lt Line, Departure date - Nov. 5, 1852, 3
P.M., S.S. Prom etheus for San Juan de l Norte, connecting with the Pac ific steamer over the Nicaragua
Route.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO VIA ASPINWALL DIREC T. - N.Y. Herald . Nov. 4, 1852, Emp ire Ci ty Line,
Departure da te - Nov. 5, 1852, 3 P.M. , S.S. Nort hern Light , connecting at Panama with S.S. Ci ty of Pitts
burgh. Note: S.S. Northern Ligh t will take the place of Sierra Nevada.

THRO UGH TO SAN FRANCISCO VIA ASPINWA LL NAVY BAY. - N.Y. Herald. OCI. 24,1852, N.Y.
& S.F.S.S. Co., Departur e date - Nov. lO, 1852, 3 P.M., S.S. Uni ted Sta tes, con nec ting at Panama with
S.S. Winfield Scott for San Francisco, sto pping only at Aca pulco for supplies.

THROUGH TO SAN FR ANCI SCO FO R AS PINWALL, NAVY BAY. - N .Y. Herald. OCI. 3 1, 1852, N.Y.
& S.F.S.S. Co., Dep arture date - Nov. 13, 1852, 3 P.M., S.S. United States, con necting at Panama with
S.S. Cortes, stopping only at Aca pu lco for supp lies . [This is obv ious ly a change of sai ling date from the
10th.]

THROUGH TO SAN FRANCI SCO AT RED UC ED RATES. - N .Y. Herald . Nov . 10 , 1852 , N.Y. &
S.F.S.S. Co ., Departu re da te - Nov . 19, 1852, I I A.M., S.S. Uni ted States for Asp inwall, connecting at
Panama with S.S. Cortes, stopping only at Acapulco for supplies .

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. - N.Y. Herald . Nov. 9, 1852, Vanderbilt Line, Departu re date - Nov. 20, 1852, 3
P.M., S.S. Sta r of the West, connec ting with the Pacific steamer over the Nicaragua Transit Route.

FOR RIO JANEIR O & VALPARA ISO . - N .Y. Herald. Nov. 9, 1852, Empire Ci ty Line, Departure da te 
on or abo ut Nov. 25, S.S. Sierra Neva da .

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. - N.Y. Herald . Nov. 23 , 1852, Vanderbilt Line, Departure date - Dec. 4, 1852,3
P.M., S.S. Prom etheus for San Juan de l Norte, co nnec ting wi th the S.S. Paci fic ove r the Nicaragua Transi t

Route.

FOR CALI FORNIA VIA ASPINWALL. - N .Y. Herald. Nov . 22, 1852 , Ind. opp. Line , Departure date 
Dec. 6, 1852, 3 P.M., S.S. Unc le Sam, connecting at Panama with the Independ ent steamers on the Pacif

ic.
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T HRO UG H TO SAN FRA NC ISCO FOR AS PI WALL. NAVY BAY. - N. Y. Herald. Nov. 2 1. 1852. N.Y.
& S.F.S.S . Co .. Departure date - Dec. 13. 11152. 4 P.M.. S.S . United States, co nnecting at Panama with
S.S . Cortes for S.F., stopping onl y for supplies at Aca pulco .

FOR SA N FRANC ISC O . - N. Y. Herald . Dec . 7. 11\52, Vanderb ilt Line , Dep arture da te - Dec. 20 . 11\52. 3
P.M .. S.S . S tar of the West. co nnec ting with the S.S . Broth er Jonath an over the Nicarag ua Tra nsit Route.

FOR SA N FRA C ISC O . - N.Y. Herald . Dec . 13. 1852. Vande rbilt Line , Dep arture date - Dec. 20 . 11152.
3 P.M .. S.S. Nor thern Light. connec ting wi th S.S . Brot her Jonath an ove r the N icaragua Tran sit Rout e.

THRO UGH TO SAN FRA NC ISCO VIA ASPINWA LL DIR ECT. - N.Y. Herald , Dec. 15. 1852. Emp ire
C ity Lin e, Dep artur e date - Dec . 24 . 11152. 3 P.M .. S.S. Un ited States. connec ting at Panama with S.S.
New O rlea ns for S.F.

FO R SAN FRA NC ISCO. - N.Y. Herald. Dec . 22. 11152. Vande rbilt Line . Departure da te - Jan. 5. 1853, 3
P.M .. S.S. Star of the West. co nnec ting with the Pacific steame r over the icaragua Transit Rout e .

THRO UG H TO SAN FRAN C ISCO VIA ASPINWALL DIR ECT. - N.Y. Herald , Dec . 22. 1852 . Empire
Ci ty Line. Departure date - Jan. 5. 11153. 3 P.M.. S.S . United States. connecting at Pan ama with S.S. New
O rlea ns. for S.F.

T HR O UG H TO SAN FRANC ISCO. - N.Y. Herald . Dec . 7. 11152. N.Y. & S.F.S .S. Co . Departure date 
Jan. 5. 185 3. 3 P.M.. S.S . United States. co nnec ting at Panam a with S.S. Win field Sco tt. stopping only at
Acapu lco for supplies .

THRO UGH TO SAN FRA NC ISCO FO R AS PINWALL , AVY BAY. - N.Y. Herald . Dec. 14 . 1852. N.Y.
& S.F.S.S. Co .. Dep arture da te - Jan . 5, 11153. 3 P.M .. S.S . Uncle Sam. connec ting at Panam a with S.S.
Winfi eld Sco tt. sto pping only at Acapu lco for supplies .

THRO UGH TO SAN FRAN C ISCO. - N.Y. Herald. Dec . 25 , 11\52, N.Y. & S.F.S.S. Co ., Dep artur e date 
Jan . 20 . 11153. 3 P.M.. S.S. Uncle Sa m. connec ting at Panama with S.S. Co rtes for S.F., stopping on ly at
Acapulco for supplies .

DIR E CT SA ILI NG S
NEW YO RK VIA C AP E HO RN TO SAN F RANCIS CO

O ctober 5th, 1852 to .Iunua ry lst , 1853

FO R SAN FR ANCIS CO . - N.Y Herald . Oct. 5. 1852 - Disp atch Lin e anno unce s the way to Ca lif. by
C lipper Ship "Joh n Gi lpin" but gives no de pa rture da te . E.B. Sutton. 84 Wall St.

N.Y. Herald . Oct. 16 . 1852 - An nou ncem ent of dep art ure of Pack et Ship " He len McGaw" on Oct. l Sth,
II oclock for S.F. Agents. E.B. Sutto n. 84 Wall St. (fitted as a Marseilles pack et )

FOR SAN FRANC ISCO. - N.Y. Herald. Oct. 23, 1852. annou nces Clippe r "Trade Wind : ' Apply to Booth
& Edgar. 95 Front St.

FOR SAN FRA NC ISCO. - N.Y. Herald. No v. 5. 1852. Dispatch Line. Dep arture date - None given. Clip
per A lbon i [no othe r information] Apply to E. B. Su tto n. 84 Wall St.

FO R SA FRA C ISC O. - N.Y. Herald . Nov. 6. 1852. Anno unce me nt of Ship " Hope well" for San Fran 
cisco, but no de parture da te given. Agents. E. B. Sutto n. 84 Wall St.

FOR SAN FR ANC ISCO. - N.Y. Herald . Nov . 7. 1852. anno unces Packet Ship "Shakespeare." no da te of
dep arture given.

N.Y. Herald . Nov . 12. 11\52. NOTICE : Passen gers to be on boa rd Steamer " Hecto r" Pier 4 Nor th River at
3 P.M.

For Sa n Francisco. - N.Y. Herald . Nov . 13. 1852. Dispatch Line. Dep artu re da te - Nov. 16. 1852, Clipper
Win ged Racer. No co nnec tion give n. E.B. Sutton. 84 Wall St.

N.Y. Herald. Dec. 22 , 1852, Anno uncement o f de pa rture o f Ship A. Cheesebro ugh next week for S.F. Ap
ply to J .S. Oakford. 92 Wall St.
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1852 Arrivals of Mail Steamships at
The Port of New York from Panama & Nicaragua

Jan. 3, 1852, NY.H. ARRIVAL OF S.S. CHE RO KEE . FIVE DAYS LATER FRO M CA LIFO RN IA.
The U.S. Ma il S.S. Cherokee arr ived yes terday . brings news from Ca lif. of a later date by five days
than that brought by the Prometh eus. She brings ma ils to the 5th of Dec. last. She ex per ienced very
severe ga les and winds for the first five days from Chag res in co nseq uence of whic h the passage
was conside rab ly lengthened . Had she escaped the ga les the time o f passage from San Francisco to
New York would have been 23110 days . Thi s is the qui ckest passage ever made being only 26 days
I I hour s from S.F. to N.Y.

Jan. 6, 1852, NY. Herald. ARRIVAL OF TH E BROTH ER JO NATHAN. SEVEN DAYS LAT ER
FROM CHAGR ES. Th e S. S. Brother Jonathan , Ca pt. Mills, arrive d yes terday morning from Cha
gres via Kingston , Ja. She left Chagres on the 29th ult ., and Kingston on the 3rd inst. Th e S. S.
Union was at Chagres awaiti ng the arrival of pas sengers. There were not many on the Isthmu s.

Jan. 12, 1852, NY. Herald. ARRIVAL OF TH E DA NIEL WEBSTER. TEN DAYS LATER FRO M
CALIF. Another quick trip from San Franci sco . The S. S. Danie l Webster, Capt. Baldwin , arrived
yes terday morning from San Juan whence she sailed on the 1st inst. She brings new s from San Fran
cisco to the 15th ult . inclu sive , in a little ove r 26 days through, the shortes t trip on record . The D.W.
sai led from San Juan with 32 passengers for New Orleans and 255 for ew York .

Jan . 15, 1852, N Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF T HE EL DOR ADO. Th e S.S. EI Dorado arrive d last
night having left Chagres on the 4th inst. She brings Ca lif. mails, specie and passengers. The S. S.
Panama from S.F. Dec. 5 (indis tinct) had arr ived at Panam a; also the S.S . Republic. Left at Chagres
the S.S. Union for New York, Via Jamai ca, to sa il the same or next day. The EI Dorado was detained
at Chagres two days by the non arrival of the Pana ma which ship was obliged to bear the Republic
company from Aca pulco to Panama. The Republic being in a crippled stale.

Jan. 3 1. 1852. N.Y. Herald. TIDI NGS FROM CA LIFOR IA ARRI VAL OF PROMETHEUS AN D
CHE ROKEE SEVEN DAYS FROM CA LIF. Th e S.S. Prometh eu s. Capt. H. Churchi ll from San
Ju an arrived yes terday A.M.. with passengers. etc. She brings news from San Francisco to the 2nd
inst. The Prom eth eu s left San Juan on the eve ning of the 19th inst: on the same night off the Ca pe of
Delaware, experienced seve re gal e from the East which continued 36 hours. On the 8th south of the
Gulf Stream, ex perienced heavy gale from south and south-wes t, which lasted IRhours. On the 11 th
she passed reef of Mara geina at 4 P.M.. saw the wreck of a large vessel on the southpoi nt. The S.S.
Cherokee, Ca pt. Tann er, a lso arrived yes terday evening with the Ca lif. mails. O wing to heavy
wea ther at Chag res the Chero kee was oblige d to take all mail on board at avy Bay. She left on the
20th . The Cherokee on her outwa rd passage carried the passen gers of the new S.S. Independ enc e
from Kingston , Ja. on to Chag res, the latter having put in there with the greates t part of her machin
ery disab led and leaking. The Independence left here on the 1st inst. for Chag res and San Juan and
when three days out in a heavy ga le broke her whee l and had her foretopmast wit h yard and sail car
ried asea. She, as her machinery became so disabled , had to put into Kingston. arr iving on the 12th
inst.

Feb. 5, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF TH E O HIO AN D EM PIRE CITY. Th e S.S. Ohi o, Capt.
Schenck , arri ved yes terday morn ing from Ch agres by way of Havana. She brings gold dust of abo ut
200,000. The Ohi o left Chag res on the night of the 23rd ult.. and arr ived at Havana on the morn ing
of the 27th ult., left that port for New York on the morning of the 30th ult. Th e S.S. Empire City,
Capt. Leed s, has also arrived. She sailed from New Orleans on the 24th ult . The Empi re City left
Havana at noon on the 30th ult. She brings passenger s, etc .

Feb . 14, 1852, NY. Herald. NEWS FROM CA LIFORN IA ARRIVAL OF THE DANIEL WEB
STER. Th is S.S. arrive d yes terday morning from San Ju an with fiftee n days later news from Ca lif.
She arrived out at San Ju an on Jan . 30 th, makin g the passage in 8 days and 16 hour s. Th e S.S. Inde
pend ence left San Francisco Jan . 17, at 4 P.M., 56 hours after the U.S. Mai l Steam er California. Th e
passenger s of the S.S. Daniel Webster and Independence have been 26 days and 19 hours from S.F.
to N.Y.
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Feb . 17. 1852 , N Y. Herald. TWENTY-F IVE DAYS & EIG HTEEN HOURS FROM SAN FRAN
CISCO. TH E SHO RTEST TIME 0 RECOR D. ARR IVAL OF EL DORADO AND UNIT ED
STATES . The S.S. EI Dorado, Capt. Hart stein arrived at th is port at 5 yesterday afternoon wit h five
days later new s from Calif. The passeng ers were onl y 25 days and 18 hours in com ing through from
S.F. The S.S. United States. Capt. Berry from Chagres, via Kingston , Ja ., arri ved at this por t at about
II p.m. last night. She left Chagre s, Feb . 6, 4 P.M. Time of the United Sta tes from Kingston to th is
port was 6 days 10 hours.

Feb. 29, 1852, N Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF S.S. PROM ETH EUS. This S.S., Capt. Church ill, with
passengers ctc., arrived yesterday morning from San Ju an de Nicaragua. She brings Sa n Francisco
da tes to the 3rd inst. The Prometh eus arrived at San Juan in the afte rnoon of the 14th and sailed on
the evening of the 19th.

Mar. I, 1852, N Y. Herald. ARR IVAL OF T HE CRES CE T CITY. The S.S . Cre scent Ci ty arri ved
at this port yes terday from Chagre s whence she sailed on the 19th inst. She brin gs Ca lif. mai ls of the
1st ult.

Mar. 15, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OFTHE DANIEL WE BSTE R FOU RTEEN DAYS LATE R
FROM CA LIF. Th e S.S. Daniel Webster reac hed quarant ine early this mornin g with 14 days later
intell igence from Ca lif. The D.W. left San Juan de Nicaragua on the 6th inst ., at noon , and ar rived
off Sandy Hook last eve ning 9 P.M., making her passage 8 days 9 hours. She connec ted with the
S.S. Pacific , Ca pt. Jarvis, which left San Francisco on the 14th inst. and arrived at San Juan de l Sud
on the 27th.

Mar. 16, 1852, N.Y. Herald. AR RIVAL OF THE EL DOR A DO FOU R DAYS LAT ER FROM
CALIF. Th e EI Dorado arri ved at this port at 4 P.M. yes terday with four days later ad vices from
Calif. tha n those received yesterday by the Daniel Webster. Th e news from San Francisco was 26
day s and four hours in coming throug h to this c ity.

Apr. 13, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF T HE EL DO RA DO & DANIEL WE BSTER FIFTEEN
DAYS LATER FROM CA LIF. The S.S. EI Dorado arrived at thi s port abo ut 6 P.M. yes terday fro m
Aspinwa ll (Navy Bay) via Chag res whence she sa iled on the 3rd inst. She brou ght news from Calif.
to the 15th , as the news was taken to Panama by the mail S.S. California which left S.F. on the 15th
ult. The S.S . Daniel Webster reac hed this port last night fro m Sa n Ju an and has advices fro m
Ca lifornia two days later than those bro ught by the El Dorado. The " D.W." co nnect ed with Steame r
New Or lean s which left San Francisco on the 17th ult. The Tenne ssee was to have left on the 20th
ult . She will bring three days later new s than is pub lished in the Herald this morning. It will be
brou ght to this port by the Georgia.

Apr. 17, 1852 , N Y. Herald. AR RIVAL OF T HE SIERRA NEVADA. Th is S.S ., Capt. Wil son,
arr ived yes terday from Aspinwall (Nav y Bay) and Kingston, Jamaica. She left the former at 8 P.M.
on the 6th and the latter on the morn ing of the 10th inst. She br ings new fro m San Francisco to the
20 th ult., whic h had arr ived at Panama by the S.S. Tenn essee.

(To be conti nued)
Paper Restoration and Conservation
Professional repai r and improvement ofphilatelic material.

• removal ofstains, soiling and foxing •
• tear repeir> deacidification •

• missing paper restored •
All work performed with the h igh est degree of integr ity a nd respect for the un iqu en ess of
the item . Phila tel ic references available.

Inquiries or ite ms for quotation may be directed to :
NANCY POLl

RD1 Box 1779 , Saylorsbu rg , PA 18353
(717) 992-2770
Chro nicle 142 I May 19H9 I Vol. 41 , 0. 2 109



CLASSIFIED
WANTED: Cov ers, picture postcard s, reg
istry receip ts postall y used sm all t ow ns
Nev., A riz. LEP, Box 17463, Hol iday, UT
841 17.

WANTED : POSTMARKERS, POS TA L
ARTIFACTS. Send LSASE fo r illust rated
list of it em s bou g ht and t rad ed to Dr.
Sch eer, 18 E. Rosem ont, A lexandr ia, VA
22301-2325 .

Siegel Auction Catalogs for sale, No. 250
to dat e. Sen d yo ur w ant l ist. W il l pur
chase Sieg el cata log s be for e No. 650.
J i m Lee, P.O . Bo x 1332, Arl i ngton
Heig hts, IL 60006-1332. Ev e: 312-21 5
1231.

WANTED: Yellow cance ls on 19th century
U.S. Will buy or t rad e h igh-q uality U.S.
St even Hi nes, P.O. Box 422, M onee, III.
60449.

WANTED: Chro nicles #45 and 47. Phil ip
T. Wall , 536 Woodv ale Dr., Greensboro ,
N.C. 27410.

WANTED: LOUISI ANA post al hi story
(1790-1917). Ron Trosclair, 1713 Liv e Oak
si.. M etairie, LA 70005.

WANTED : DANISH W EST IN DI ES
postal history (1874-1917). Ron Trosc lair,
1713 Live Oak St. , Metai rie, LA 70005 .

WANTED: USA covers to th e OW l, or
OWl covers to USA, pre-1900. Send pho
tocopy w ith price. No of fe r unanswered.
Dr. Rog er G. Sc h ne l l , 480 0 NE 20 th
Terrace, Ft. Laud erd ale, Florida 33308.

YOUR AD HERE FOR 50c A LINE.
Send payment to : Robert L. Toth,
10015 Vista Dr., North Royalton , OH 44133.
Next Deadli ne June 15.

FOR SALE: Chr. 45-56, fair, $75; Chr 59,
61-64 , $ 12. CCP v. 39-46, $ 10 v o l. ; v.
38(w/o 1) $7; v. 47(w /o 1,2) $5; v. 48 (w /o
3) $7; v. 49 (1-3 on ly ) $3. APv. 72-76, 78,
87 , 88, $9 v.; v. 77 (w/o 4), 79 (w /o 5),
80(w/o 12), 89(w /o 10), $7 v. V. 82, 84, 85
parti al (22 issues) $10; v. 81 $3. Newbu ry
I, IV, V, VI (phcopy PR exc. V) $20. Life
St a m p i ss ue, f a ir, $8 . A l l p p . S .
McDonald, 2030 Glenm on t NW, Canto n,
0 .44708.
Available for Immediate Delivery

NORTH ATLANTIC
MAIL SAILINGS

1840-75
by Walter Hubbard

and Richard F. Winter

Det a il ed in for mation on con 
t ract mail saili ngs in 31 chap
t ers . Li stings a n d illustrati on s
of N ew York excha nge office
marking s . Fi v e a p pe n dices .
Hardbound; 43 0 pages; over 250
illustra tions in text.

$39.50 postp aid ; please add $2 to for eign address.
Orders to USPCS, 2030 Glenmont Dr. N.W., Ca nton, Ohio 44708.
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Philatelists as Auctioneers

Look aro und at today's top auction hou ses . Then look for the
phil atel ists-the people who know as much abo ut sta mps as they
do about business.

A good lon g look will tell you what you might already know. That
amo ng tod ay's top auctioneers, Christie's/Rob son Lowe is where
the ph ilateli sts arc .

Onl y Robson Lowe and his staff of sta mp spec ialists have developed
the auction ca ta logs , phil atel ic publicat ion s and co ntac ts wi th co llec tor
societies that rise above sim ple co mmerc ial marketing . Lon g after the
stamps and covers are so ld . this work rem a ins .

Beyond buyin g and selling , we offer services to help co llec tors learn
and grow with their hobby. For more inform ati on , please contact
Scott Trep el at 212/546-1087.

~

~
~

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

502 Park Avenue
New York , N.Y. 10022
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
SHIP ISLAND, MISSISSIPPI, IN THE CIVIL WAR:
COMPLEX POSTAL HISTORY

These pages have from time to time contained what to some readers of the Chro n i
cle wou ld seem a surfe it of posta l history abo ut a very sma ll subject tha t historically lasted
but a flee ting instant in time and saw no major batt le to be disc ussed and reported by the
historians of the Civi l War.

To the postal historian, however, the mail from the ships and men invo lved in the oc
cupation of Sh ip Island , Mis sissippi , off the coas t in the Gulf of Mexico , as a staging area
for the subsequent att ack and capt ure of New Orleans, probab ly offers a wider variety of
strange and unu sual pract ices of mail handling and transmission from December 1861 into
the summer of 1862 than any similar six months period in history.

This writer has been engage d in the study of this post al history situation, and, as may
be noted from the fea ture article in this issue , so has Dr. James Milgram.

The key issue tha t Dr. Milgra m discusses (and he has assembled some important
covers that fill in seve ral holes in my sequences ) was when the Ship Island, Mississippi ,
balloon style postmark was brought from Ship Island to be used at New Orleans.

Interestingly, at the time Dr. Mi lgram 's article was submitted, I had also enco untere d
some additiona l material that pertained to this situation . In fact, a short art icle showi ng an
other cover fro m the Whi te correspondence (note the Leominster postage label covers in
Chronicle 141 ) with a Ship Island balloon marki ng dated May 27, 1862, with an enc losed
letter da ted the previous day , had been submitted and set in type.

The art icle also inclu ded a summary of the var ious periods of use and location of the
balloon marking, whether at Ship Island or New Orlean s, and this, revised in the light of
Dr. Milgram 's article, fo llows later, but a key item is that Ship Island postmaster John
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Figure A. From an officer of the 30th Massachusetts Volunteers, with dateline aboard the
troop transport North America (then in the Mississippi River below the fo rts guarding
New Orleans) on April 23, 1862. The letter probably was in a letterbag that arrived at
New Orleans about the same time as did the regiment and which, as may be noted from
the Ship Island, May 5, manuscript postmark, was processed at the New Orleans post of
fice by the crew from Ship Island on that date. The red "Charleston, Mass." straightline
marking on the cover is a receiving mark applied there to unpaid letters.
112 Chronicle 142 / May 1989 / Vol. 41. No.2



M.G. Parker was ordered by Genera l Benjamin F. But ler, commanding all Federal troops
in the area , to " transfer himself to near New Orleans" on April 30, 1862. At tha t time,
about half the troops in the area were aboard transports in the river below New Orleans,
awaitin g the fort s belo w the city to fall. The se troops land ed with But ler on May I , and
Butler had appointed Parker "Acting Postma ster" of New Orl eans on May 2.

Under ju st what auth ority Butler did this remains uncertain, but it is possible that
Parker also had an appointm ent as a staff officer or aide to Butler in addit ion to the ap
pointment as postmaster of Ship Island from the Post Offi ce Department. Thi s possibi lity
is being now explored by attempting to obtain Parker 's military record, ass uming he had
one.

In any case , Parker and his army helper s found the New Orleans post office in a
tremendous mess from the invasion of a mob, but apparently started sorting through (and
examining, rela tive to arm y intelligence aspect s) the acc umulated ma il as early as Ma y
3rd.

The Ship Island balloon marking had arrived at Ship Island about the time Parker
left, as the earliest date of use I've recorded is Apri l 30, 1862 , on a cover from a soldier of
an unidentified unit still at Ship Island.

Parker and his helpers started to process accum ulated anny mai l on, I suspect, May
5, 1862, at New Orlean s, using manuscript Ship Island markings in abo ut eight different
hands. Figure A show s a typical cover of this per iod, wit h enclosed lette r from an officer
of the 30th Massachusetts Volunteers aboard the tran sport North America, da ted Apri l
23rd , which was a few hours before Admiral David Farragut 's ships passed the fort s and
went on to New Orlean s.
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Figure B. Another cover with a Ship Island, May 5, manuscript marking processed with
the first batch of mail handled at New Orleans when Postmaster Parker of Ship Island
commenced operations there. The New Orleans undated handstamp is an example of an
old, prewar type handstamp appa rently found by Parker or his men in the rubble at the
post office.

Parker's crew apparent ly never located the small New Orl ean s double circl e mark
ings that had been in use under the Confederates, but they did find one remaining bad ly
battered town date stamp without date logo slugs . Figure B shows an example of this mark
ing on a co ver from an unid entified unit but which also bears a Ship Island , Ma y 5,
manuscrip t marking with a pen cancel of the stamp. Thi s cove r is from the Arment corre
spondence , of which I have seen seve ral examples from Ship Island, but all have stamps
and none identify the unit.

Figure C shows a cover with an 1864 use of the same New Orl ean s datestamp as on
the cove r in Figure B (it does have a date logo in this usage) to postm ark a 2¢ Black Jack
on a prices current addressed to New York, the top of which is shown ju st above the cover.

The covers shown in Figures A and B, (and many more like them ) plus the infonna-
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tion in the Butler papers indicat ing Bu tler had ordered Parker to New Orlea ns and appoint
ed him postm aste r th ere , seems to leave litt le do ub t of the movement of the ma in portion
of the Ship Islan d post office to New Orlea ns , a lthou gh, as is demonstrated in Dr. Mil
gram 's ar tic le , mail fro m the troops on the island co ntinued to be processed there using the
ball oon mar kin g for so me time afterwards .

Figure C. Another, lat
er use of the prewar
New Orleans hand
st a m p , on a prices
current of 1864. The
ha ndstamp ha s a
date logo, believed to
read DEC, day illegi 
ble; the content is
dated Dec. 15, 1864.

The qu estion has been not so mu ch why but when Parker had the balloon marking
brou ght to New Orleans for use there. The " why " is twofo ld - bot h for official and prac
tical reasons. Off ic ia lly, Parker's ap po intment was as Ship Island pos tmaster, a lthough it
was also hi s du ty to take possession of recaptured Post Office Department property 
such as the New Orl ean s post office and its eq uip me nt. Prac tically, there was apparently
only th e one ha ndsta m ping device available with a New Orlea ns town nam e , and tha t wa s
in poor condi tion and probabl y without da te logo slugs. And, it didn' t take mu ch longer to
wri te "Ship Island " on lett e rs than to wri te " New Orleans ."

The key to identifying ei ther the Ship Island manu script or ba lloon markin gs as to
whet he r applied at Sh ip Isl and or at New Orleans has been occasiona l datel ined enclosed
lette rs (I 'v e recorded abo ut hal f a dozen ) and the identification of the troop unit s and thei r
locations, as determined by military report s, records and othe r data , on the date the lett e rs
were wri tte n.

In m y articles , referenced by Dr. Milgra m, in the 28 th Congress Book (1962) and in
Chronicle 78: 102-103 (May 1973 ), there was inclu ded a chart o f the Federal military units
that could have sent mail from Ship Island , thei r dates of arrival and movem ent to New
Orle ans , and other in form at ion hel pful to ide ntify the location of each unit at the tim e mail
from it was se nt.

Both cha rts, the Chronicle version bein g an update of the Congre ss Book co m pila
tion , co nta in typ os and errors or co nfl icting data. For tho se interested , I will be g lad to
send a current ve rs ion (no t necessar ily error-free; we are always seeming to find new da ta
that ame nd the old) to those supplying postage in a request for it.

Th e loc at ion s an d time spans of the various Civ il Wa r era "Ship Island , Miss." mark
ings m ay be sum marized as foll ows:

• Manuscrip t "Shi p Isl and" markin gs , used at Sh ip Islan d , Mar. 20 -26, 1862 (26
covers recorded) and at New Orlean s, May 5- 17, 1862 ( 13 covers recorded).

• "SHIP ISLAND" straightline marking, always use d at Ship Island. March 27-April
29 , 1862 (87 covers recorded ) and again , May 12-June 5, 1862 (15 covers recorded).

• " SHIP ISLAND" ball oon marking , 32 mm dia., used at Ship Islan d, Apr. 30 -May
10 , 1862 (16 covers); at New Orleans, May 13-30 (33 covers) and again at Ship Island ,
June 5-1 1, 1862 (5 covers recorded).

• "SHIP ISLAND" do ub le circle, Jul y 17, 1862 and ci rca (3 covers), a ll at Ship Is-
land .
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• " NEW ORLEANS/LA" pre-war 3 1 mm dia. markin g, used on cover with ms.
"S hip Island," May 5, 1862 ( I cover).

• " NEW ORLEANS /LA.", 25 mm double ci rcle c.d.s., occ upation mark ing first
used at New Orle ans, June 2, 1862.

As may be noted from Dr. Milgram 's article , follow ing, the exact date the balloon
marking was last used at Ship Island , in its first period of use there, and the earliest use at
New Orleans still remain somewhat indefinite. Milgram confirms it was still in use at Ship
Island as late as May 10 (reference, my table on page 188 of Chronicle 127), and he shows
a cover with a May 13 use, addressed to Maine. Th e date both in my table in Chronicle
129 and in the present compilation also reflects May 13 usage at New Orlean s; this date
was based upon two covers, one a "Whittier" cove r (note Figure A with these notes) and
the other from an unknown source but addressed to Co nnec ticut.

Thus, further reports of Ship Island cove rs for this period are still solicited.
Richard B. Graham .
FEDERAL REOCCUPATION POSTAL MARKINGS 
SHIP ISLAND, MISSISSIPPI

JAMES w. MILGRAM, M.D.
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Figure 1. Multi-colored Charles Magnus lettersheet depicting Major General Benjamin
Butler and map of New Orleans and its environs.

The editor of this section and this writer have been in disagreeme nt regarding the
particular usage of one of the postmarking devices used on the military mail of Majo r
Genera l Benjamin F. Butler 's occup ying Union army shortly after the fall of New Orlean s
on April 25, 1862. The land attack on the forts surrounding New Orleans was performed
by troop s stationed at Ship Island which is seen at the upper right come r in the map of the
multi-colored patriotic Magnus lettersheet shown in Figure I. Each of us has written sev
eral articles on the subject which are listed in the referenc es. The reason for this present
article is not to be argumentative, but to report the findings of nearly 50 previously un
recorded Ship Island postal usages, many with acco mpanying letters. Th is material, in ad
dit ion to new purchases by the writer, includes examples shown to him by Bruce Hazelton,
Erin Gunter, Carl Osgood, William Lamkin, Fred Light foot, and Helen Bannister.

In Richard Graham 's most recent article on the subject (Chronicle 127: 184 -190,
1985), he outlined three periods of use for the ba lloon markin g, the circular marking
which has had some questions attached as to its uses. These are uses at Ship Island , the is
land from which Butler 's troops staged their offens ive, April 3D-May 10, uses from New
Orleans May 13-30, and finally uses from Ship Island aga in on June 5-1 I. Graham states
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Figure 2. Circular " SHIP ISLAND MISS. MAY 4" altered to May 5, and " PAID 3" altered to
116. 11

"covers with that marking, dated between Apr il 30 and May 4, seem to have been sent
from troops sti ll on the Island." He then goes on to state that he has see n only three exam
ples (May 6, May 8, and Ma y 13 or 18) between the dates of May 5 and May 20. Follow
ing that are 28 co ver s including those without ident ification as to the sender and others
from soldiers known to be from units stationed at or around New Orlean s, but none identi
fiab le as to source came from troops at Ship Island. Howe ver, Graham describes no cov ers
with lett er s duri ng this time period .

Of the newly reported covers, the two early examples of the circular handstamp bea r
May 5 date s. Both of these bear May 4 dated hand stamps altered by pen to May S. Both
bear handstamped " PAID 3" markings, one altered to "PAID 6" (Figure 2). Th is is the
identical "PAID 3" ha ndstamp found on an April 25 straightline exa mple from the same
correspondence, a marking definitely known to have been used only on the island at the
provisional po st office (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Straightline "SHIP ISLAND MISS." ms. " Apr 25." and "PAID 3" from same cor
respondence as Figu re 2.

The co ver with matching patriotic lettersheet show n in Figure 4 seems to establish
that the marking was in use on the island then because both the letter and the postmark
bear a May 6 date . In Figure 5 is a second exa mple of the May 6 postmark, this time with
the separate "3" handstarnp, also bearing a letter dated at Ship Island on May 6. 1862 . In
Figu re 6 is another practically identical cover from this same corres pondence. with a May
10 letter and da te line at Ship Island . The " Due 3" marking see ms to be that of Old Poin t
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Figure 4. Circular "SHIP IS
LAND MISS, MAY 6" on
three cent entire, patriotic
lettersheet with letter date
lined on the same day at
Ship Island.

Comfort, Virginia, thro ugh which the letter passed to enter the regular mail s. Erin Gunter
wrote me: " the reason that erroneo us conclusions have been drawn from soldiers letters
with May cancels of Ship Island when the units invo lved were in New Orleans is readily
exp lained by read ing the second sentence of the May 6 letter [Figu re 5]. While the 8th Vt.
was en route, and later, at New Orleans, at least 36 members were still on Ship Island ."

Figure 5. Circular
"SHIP ISLAND MISS.
MAY 6 " and " 3, "
chaplain 's certifica
tion of soldier's letter.
The letter dateline is
shown as "Ship Is
land, May 6th 1862." -
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Figure 6 . Circular
"SHIP ISLAND MISS.
MAY 10 " and "3 , "
al so "Due 3 " with
chaplain's certifica 
tion as Figure 5. The
letter is also date
lined on the same
day at Ship Island.

Mr. Gunter di sagreed with a theory I proposed that New Orl ea ns mail was sent back to
Ship Island: " it is also unlikely that qua nt ities of mail were sent to Ship Island for pro cess
ing - after all the offi ce has been left in charge of a clerk. Early letters from New Or leans
to the East co as t we re almost entirely transported in Navy ships."

The next example (Figure 7) is dated May 13. but unfortun ately this is a patriotic en
ve lope witho ut contents . However. it does es tablish that the mark ing was in use at this
time (so mewhere). Because of the dearth of ex isting covers unt il May 20. it is possible
that the marking was still on Ship Island with its sma ll num ber of res idua l troops rather
tha n at New Orlean s.

Figure 7. "SHIP ISLAND MISS. MAY 13" on overall patriotic "State of Vermont" with
three cent stamp, grid cancel.

May 20 is the next available postmark which is clearly struck on a cover bear ing a
three cent stamp with an unclear grid ca nce llation. Thi s cover co ntains a letter headed
"Custo m House New Orl ean s May 19" from a writer in A Co rps I3th Ohi o Voluntee rs.

The next lette r bears a pair of three cent stamps ca nce lled " PAID" and wi th a circular
postm ark dated May 23 (Figure 8). Thi s lett er is also still present , and altho ugh of a differ 
ent co rres ponde nce fro m the preced ing item. is headed "Cus tom Hou se New Orleans May
22nd 1862."

A number of ci rcu lar markings are in the Co lby corresponde nce shown to the writer
by Bruce Hazelt on. One lette r is headed "Camp Parapet near Carrolton New Or leans May
118 Chronicle 142 I May 1989 I Vol. 41. No .2



Figure 8. "SHIP ISLAND MISS. MAY 23" on cover with pair of three cent stamps can 
celled with "PAID."

22, 62." The cover also bears the written notation on its face "Camp Parapet N.O. near
Carrolton ." The postmark is an unclear May 24 circle with a grid cancel on the stamp. An
other exa mple of the postmark dated May 26 contains a letter from the same location dat
ed May 25th.

Three other circular postm arks dated May 23 (stamp with similar gr id) , Ma y 30
(oval " DUE 3") and May 31 (ova l " DUE 3") bear no letters although the Ma y 31 cov er is
certi fied by the major of the 12th Maine Regiment.

What are my conclusions'? The evidence is conclusive that the circular marking was
used on the island until at least May 10. There is then an uncertain period of ten days dur
ing which few exa mples have been reported. From May 20 through May 31 the ev ide nce
strongly sugges ts that the marking was in New Orl ean s, although I would like to see a
cover bearin g a New Orleans letter of the same date as the postm ark . But I will concede
that the evidence supports Richard Grah am 's premise that the marking was used in New
Orlean s at this time. Then in June the mark ing overlaps usages of the New Orl ean s, La .,
double circular postmark and was undoubtedly used on the island again . What is missing
in thi s record is the type of postmark used at Ship Island on letters ori ginating there during
the last two weeks of May 1862 .

,....,
Figure 9. Reverse usage to soldier in the 7th Regiment. Vermont Volunteers at Ship Is
land. The soldier probably had given his family the instructions as to the address for his
letters.
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The troops which were part of Butler's Department of the Gulf received the ir mail
through Ship Island at fir st. In Figure 9 is an example postm arked May 19, 1862, ad
dressed to a soldier in the 7th Regiment Vermont Volunt eers.

Figure 10. "SHIP ISLAND MISS." with April 1 manuscript date and "Ship 5" also in
manuscript.

In Figure I0 is a previou sly unreported usage, a "Ship 5" with a straightline marking
dat ed April I . One can spec ulate that this was a letter carried to Ship Island by a vesse l not
in the U.S. navy.

Figure 11. Straightline "SHIP ISLAND MISS.," ms. "Apr 1," and three cent stamp with
three links cancel.

An unusual three links ki ller from Ship Island has co me to light. The better struck of
the two exa mples of th is marking used in conjunctio n with an Ap ril I dated straig htline is
shown in Fig ure II , co urtesy of Richard Frajola.

Finally, a different small c ircular "SHIP ISLAND MISS . FEB 20" dated marking
used on a three cent 1869 stamp has been found (Figure 12). The letter or iginated on the
island .

References
Fishel, W.S. "More About Ship Island, Mississippi ." The American Philatelist 61:798-803, 1948.
___ . "Ship Island, Mississip pi, The American Philatelist 59:4 11-418, 1946.
Graham, Richard B. "Postal History of Ship Island, Mississippi ." Twenty-eighth American Philat el

ic Congress . 1962.
___. "Postal History of Ship Island. Mississippi ," The American Philatelist 87:1077-1079. 1973.
_ _ _ "Ship Island, Mississippi, I86 1-62,"Chronicle 78:97- 104: 79:163-169. 1973.
120 Chronicl e 142 I May 1989 I Vol. 41. No.2



Figure 12. Circular "SHIP ISLAND MISS. FEB 20" (1870) tying three cent 1869 stamp, also
with purple pen cancel.
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ACROSS THE LINES MAILS OF 1862
By a printed circular of May 27, 1861, Postmaster General Mont gom ery Bla ir had

directed the suspens ion of all Federal mail faci lities in the seceded sta tes as of Ma y 3 1,
186 1. Th is included opera tion s of both post offices and mail co ntrac t carrie rs. The Con
federate Post Office Department had been ge tting the ir du ck s in a row for so me time pre
vio usly, and had already anno unced their assumption of their postal sys tem as of June I ,
186 1.

Blair 's anno unce ment didn' t, however, ban communica tions; it simply suspended the
Federa l mechani sm for the mails, orde ring that all lett ers mailed in the north but addressed
south were hencefor th to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. Hence, of course, the marki ng
" mails suspended" that was eve ntually app lied to such letters when they were returned to
their senders by the D.L.O.

On August 10 , 186 1, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed all comme rc ial inter
co urse with the south was to cease as of August 16, and on August 26, 1861 , Postmaster
General Blair issued the follow ing orde r:

The President of the United States directs that his proclamat ion for the 16th, interd ict
ing commerc ial interco urse with the Sou th, shall be app lied to corresponde nce .

Officers and age nts of the Post Office Department wi ll, without further instruc
tions, lose no time in putting an end to the writt en intercourse with those states by ca us
ing the arres t of any express agent or other person who sha ll after this order, rece ive let
ters for transm ission to or from said states, and will seize such letters and forward them
to this departme nt.

(Signed) Montgo mery Blair, Postmaster General

The ex press companies who had been carry ing ma ils bet ween Nashv ille and
Lou isville and possibly over other routes between the lines, anno unce d their termination
of such services, or at least disco ntinued them openly.

Although Blai r 's announce men t indicated assumpt ion of responsibility for open mai l
civilian communication policing by his departmen t, it co uld not and did not apply to the
ope rations of the military and, pres umably by other dep artm ent s of the government.
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A ssisillt il Adjutalll Ge ner al,

In the meantime, resident s of the north, anxious to continue communication with
fami ly or frie nds in the seceded states , and, presumably, also to continue business relation
ships by some, apparently made it a prac tice to send letters enclosed in mail to acquain
tanc es who were Federal arm y officers in contact with or who could communicate by flag
of-truce with Co nfederate forc es.

Evident ly, these officers were frequent ly asked to send mail across the lines by flag
of-truce, and undoubtedl y, many did so barring either orders or reaso ns not to do so. At the
time, S imon Cameron was Secretary of War, but he was rem oved , as being hopelessly
bogged down in detai ls, and replaced by Edw in M. Stanton on Jan. IS, 1861. Stanton, as
we ll organized as Ca meron was befuddled , promptly caused a series of orders to be issued
by army headq uarter s to br ing order out of chaos.

An order solving the question of the legali ty of Federal army officers ' transmitting
privat e lett e rs by flags-of-tr uce has recently come to hand and is illu strated with these
notes.

Issued on Jan. 29 , 1862, it requires all private letters sent to officers for transmitt al
through the lines to be sent to the Dead Letter Office, except for those addre ssed to prison
ers of war. While I haven ' t see n the orders to that effect, I believe separate orders were is
sued concerning exc han ge of prisoner of war mail , and also regarding censorship at that
time.

A good deal of information about acro ss the lines mail s has been published in Ear l
Antrim 's Civil War Prisons and Their COI'CI"S (The Collectors Club of New York, 1961 ),
Lawren ce L. Shenfield 's Co nfe derate States of Amer ica . The Spe cial Postal Routes (The
Coll ectors Club of New York, 196 1) and in various places by the late Stanle y B. Ash
brook. In addition, the U.S. Mail & Post Offi ce Assistant (reprint edition, Co llectors Club
of Chi cago, 1975 ) quotes occasional newspaper announce ments regard ing how letters to
prisoners of war sent from the north were to be transmitt ed via Fortress Monr oe, such be
ing signed by General John A. Dix then in command there, but very little has been pub
lished rega rding the ac tua l orders and operations of the Army Commissary of Prisoners
and other officia l agencies in command of the situation.

Richard B. Graham
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Afraid goo won't get
g~Dr moneg's worth for
gour stamp collection?
When you have the desire to sell your stamp collection, are you afraid
you won't get full value for it? After all, you've put a lot of time and
money into your hobby, a hobby tha t often represents a considerable
investment.

Apfelbaum is one of the oldest and largest stamp firms in the world .
We've been in the business through four generations since 1930. Our size
and our world-wide clientele afford us the ability to pay top dollar for
your collection.

Our expert appraisers take into consideration the quality, rarity, desirabil
ity and eye appeal of your collection . After all, we share your passion for
stamps.

For an informative booklet on selling your stamps, just fill out the coupon
below and mail it in. We1lsend you "The Stamp Seller's Guide"
abso lutely free. Or, we'll be happy to talk to you about your collection.
Just call 800/523-4648. In Pennsylvania call 215/567-5200.
Ask for Ken Apfelbaum.

Please send me 'The Stamp Seller's Guide:'
Name: _

Address, _

City, State, Zip, _

Phone Nu mber _

2006 Walnut Street
Philadelp hia, PA 19103
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THE 1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEl, Editor
NEWLY DISCOVERED SEQUENCE OF TRANSPACIFIC MARKINGS?
MICHAEL LAURENCE

The accompanying illu stration s suggest a seque nce of markings. relat ing to the
tran spa cifi c ma ils , that to my knowl ed ge has not previously been rep ort ed . If it has been
rep ort ed . suc h rep ort s have escaped my attenti on . Th e hope in publi shing these notes is to
br ing out addi tio na l info rma tio n.

Figure I illu str ates a la c 1869 stamp that has been in my co llec tion for so lon g that I
ca n' t rem ember whe n or whe re I acquired it. The stamp bears two partial stri kes of what
appears to be a postal marking . Th e ma rkin g clearl y shows the wo rd "Alas ka." along with
a ribbon-like orname nt and the partial initials "P.M.S.-" (One of the glories of a pale ye l
low stamp is the viv idness wit h which it shows cance llations.)

I hav e lon g assumed that the "Alaska" in Fig ure I referred not to the territorial entity
but to a ship. spec ifica lly the stea me r Alaska of the Pac ific Ma il Steamsh ip Co. Co mme nc
ing in mid- 1871. the Alas ka wa s one of the regularl y scheduled P.M .S.S. stea me rs plying
the heroic run between Hon g Kong and San Fran cisco. During thi s era the basic tran sp a
c ific rate was 10¢ per ha lf ounce and the lac 1869 stamp was frequently used to pay it.

Wh en Dr. James Mi lg ram was preparing his book on nam e-of-boat markings. I sup
plied a co py of thi s stamp. Th e marking in Milgram's book , which rep eat s the assumption
that thi s is a P.M .S.S . marking. is presumably taken from the Figure I stamp.

Figure 1. 10C 1869 stamp bearing the dis
covery strike of a marking that says
uP.M .S. - ALASKA."

Figure 2. Another 10C 1869 with a similar
marking, except th at this one reads
" STEAMER COSTA RICA."

T he recent appearance of an obv iously related IOc 1869 stamp. shown in Figure 2.
provides more in formati on ab out the marking type. Whi le it tends to co nfirm the und er ly
ing va lid ity of the ea rlier assumption . it also provokes more spec ulation.

Th e Figu re 2 stamp was lot 758 in Robert Siegel' s 680th sale . held May 19. 1987.
After inspecting thi s stam p, I bid generous ly on it. ex pec ting to mate it up with the stamp
in Figure I. In th is regard I was disappointed . but I did have the fore sig ht to photograph
the stamp while it was in my hands.

Th e "Costa Rica " referred to in the marking on the Figure 2 stamp wa s an oth er
P.M.S .S. steame r, which ran for a while on the bran ch line between Shan ghai and Hong
Kong. I hav e see n the rou tin g "per Cos ta Rica " on co vers originat ing at the U.S. posta l
agency at Sha ng hai.

Th e strong sim ilarities bet ween the Alaska and Costa Rica markings sho uld be im
mediately o bv ious . In add ition to bein g precisely the same size (approxima te ly 28 mil
limeters). both use the sa me type face s and the same - or very similar - distin cti ve orna-
124 Chronicle 142 / May 1989 / Vol. 41. No. 2



3a 3b 3c

Figure 3. Tracings of the two markings (at left) combined to make the composite at right.
The full marking presumably says "P.M.S.S.Co." - but the "0" in "Co" is not available
from either strike and has not been included in the composite.

ment s. These similarities sugges t a larger sequence. Conceivabl y, other examples of this
marking ex ist, showing the names of other P.M.S.S . steamers.

Combining the info rmation ava ilable from the two different strikes on the stamps in
Figures I and 2 enabled Richard Graham to crea te the co mpos ite tracing whose develop
ment is shown in Figure 3. Figure 3a shows the Costa Rica marking as it appears on the
Figure 2 stam p. Figure 3b shows the Alaska marking, as it appears on the Figu re I stamp.
Figure 3c is a com posite based on these two tracings, suggesting wha t the Alaska markin g
might look like if it were more nearly co mplete. I assume that the ce ntra l wo rding of both
mark ings says " P.M.M.S.Co." However, the " 0 " in "Co" does not appear on ei ther of the
avai lable strikes, so it has not been includ ed in the co mposite.

Whether these mark ings are legitim ate postmark s, a form of purser 's cac het that was
sometimes used as a cance lling dev ice, or something else entire ly, will have to await the
appearance of on-cover exa mples. It would also be helpful to locate other exa mples of this
marking, especially those that might bear additi onal ship names. Such markin gs might be
found on loose sing le IO¢ green Washington stamps of the 186 I series, on IO¢ 1869
stamp s, on IO¢ Banknote stamps, or on other appro pria te stamps of the per iod .

Can anyone provide assistance ?
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
Bu ying and Selling Worldwide

POSTAL HISTORY and Stamps.
Fine collec tio ns and rariti es from every country always desired ,

for co nsignme nt or for cash.
Ref erences /rom 'h e United Slates are available up on requ est.

Annual Subsc ri pt ion deluxe a uct ion ca ta log ues Air Mail $8.

International Stamp Auctions
Hans R. Schwarzenbach
Obcrclorfstr. 8. CH-800 I Zurich
SWITZERLAND
Member: ,I/'S . US I'CS . I' IIS . A..H IS• ..IS/H . Collectors Club of Ne« York
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor
FROM THE EDITOR
The following artic le present s the last on the low value Co lumbian stamps in the se

ries of artic les by George Arfken. I wish to express my appreciation and thanks for his ef
fort to date as we prepare to enter the realm of the higher values.

As we approach the ce ntennial of the Co lumbian issue, I would like to ask yo ur help
in co mpleting my ce nsus of the do llar value Columbian stamps used on cover and/or large
pieces. To dat e I have recorded nearly 60 covers bear ing the $ 1 value and approx ima tely
30-35 cover s each using the remaining high values. It appears that most of the stamps
were used in souvenir se ts, posted on a single day or two, mostly from N.YC. or Chicago.
Several stamp deale rs we re active in this philatelic pursuit. Only the $ 1 value found any
ex tens ive sing le usage, e ither commerc ia lly or on philat elic mail. Several full sets of all
the Co lumbian valu es ex ist on cover front s or large wrappers.

I urge any reader s who have a high value $ Columbian stamp(s) used on cover in
their co llections to send me the deta ils: Date of usage, origin/des tinations, oth er stamps,
brief description, source for auction, and if possible , reproduction or photo.

Thi s pertains particul arl y to those covers acquired by co llectors man y yea rs in the
past. My library of aucti on ca talogs covers into the early I940s, so unless it was sold after
that tim e, I probabl y have no record. Please take the time to respond so as to make the cen
sus as co mplete as possibl e for future collec tors.
THE TEN CENT COLUMBIAN STAMP
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

Th e official post office descript ion of the 1O<t Co lumbian was '''Columbus Present
ing Na tives,' afte r the painting by Luigi Gregori, at the Univers ity of Notre Dame, South
Bend, Ind iana. Co lor, Vandy ke Brown.,,1 Deta ils of the No tre Dame connec tion have bee n
give n by O 'B rien.'

Brazer lists only two types of essays. The first is a unique ferrotype metal plate en
graved with a rever se ima ge of the painting upon which the finished vignette is based, and
a red print from this engrav ing. The second essay is a nearly co mplete design printed in
black brown on indi a paper, die sunk on a white card , listed as very rare.

Figure 1. Plate Proof.

I. Circular to Postmasters, Columbian Series of Postage Stamps and Stamped Envelopes,
Post Office Department , Washington, D.C., Dec. 5, 1892.

2. John F. O'B rien , " Basis of the Design of the U.S. Columbian Issue of 1893." The Ameri
ca ll Philatelist . 98:895-900, September 1984.
126 Chronicle 142 / May 1989 / Vol. 41, No.2



Figure 2. Plate imprint block.

Th e 1894 Rep ort of Postmaster General Bissell sho wed that 16,516,950 1O¢
Columbians had been issued , slightly more than on e percent of the number of 2¢
Columbians. Five 100-subject plates were used to print the 10¢ stamp: Y99 , YlOO, YlOI ,
Y10 2 and , Y103 .' For varieties, there are color shades. Brookman states that double tran s
fers are common and also notes irregularitie s in the letters of the bottom label on some
stamps.' Figure 2 displays a plate impr int block.
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Figure 3. La Crosse, Wis ., July 14, 1894. 2¢ postage and 8¢ registration paid w ith a 10¢
Colu mbian.

In 1892 when the Columbian series was being planned, the 10¢ Columbian would
have paid the 1O¢ registry fee. In January 1893 when the Columbians were issued , the 1O¢
Columbian paid the new 8¢ registry fee plus the 2¢ dom estic postage. As a con sequ ence
the most common domestic use was in payment of the registry fee and single rate postage.
Figure 3 offers an example of this usage. From La Crosse, Wis., Jul y 14, 1894, this is a re
turn envelope to stamp dealer Rothfuchs.

The 10¢ Columbian was useful in makin g up higher rates. Figure 4 shows a reg is
tered cover to New foundland. From Detroit , Mich., August 8, 1893, the 1O¢ Columbian
and the 2¢ Columbian entire paid a total of 12¢. As the rate to Newfoundland, then a sepa
rate colony and not part of Canada, was 5¢ per Ih oz., the cover was apparently I¢ short.

3. Craig J. Turner, "The Early United States Bank Note Companies," American Philatelic
Congress 38: 11-47 , 1972.

4. E L. Ellis, "Columbian Plate Numbers." The Bureau Specialist 35:232-234, June 1964.
5. Lester G. Brookman. The United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century. III: 70-71.

1967.
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Figure 4. DETROIT, MICH., AUG 81893, to Newfoundland. Routed via Boston with Boston
registry label. Probably 1¢ underpaid.

There is no physical evidence of a stamp missin g. The cover was rout ed through Boston
and receiv ed a Boston regi stry seal. Th ese registry sea ls, required by the Universa l Postal
Union, have been di scu ssed in deta il by Mueller."

Figure 5. Double rate, registered to Rumania, Sept. 27, 1894.

On the regi stered cove r to Rum ania, pictured in Figur e 5, the IO¢ Co lumbian may be
cred ited w ith paying doubl e the 5¢ per lie oz. UPU rat e. Th e cover was posted in
Marinette , Wis. , September 27 , 1894 .

Figure 6 ex hibits a ve ry spec ial international rate, IO¢ per ']: oz. Thi s was supple
menta ry mail, a special docksid e serv ice to New York merchants and others who wis hed to
be able to mail letters to Europe right up to the last few minutes before the ship sa iled. '
Th e two IO¢ Columbian s paid for up to I oz. at thi s supplementary mail rate.

Lik e Figure 6, Fig ure 7 shows a cover with two IO¢ Co lumbians. Th is was not sup-

6. Barba ra R. Mue ller. "U .S. Registry Labels," U.S. Specia list 43 and 44, Oct. 1972-0ct.
1973.

7. Henry Sto llnitz , "N. Y. Supplemen tary Mai l Marki ngs. " American Philatelic Congre s s
42:97-117 ,1 976; George B. Arfken, "Could Supp leme ntary Mail be Registered?" Chro nicle
11 7:57-58, February 1983.
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Figure 6. SUPPLEMENTARY mail to Germany, SEP 6 93. 10C per ' f> oz.

plem entary mail. South Afri ca or, more specifica lly, Cape Co lony did not join the UPU
until January 1895, The non- UPU postal rate to Ca pe Colony was ID¢ per 1/2 oz. Th e two
W ¢ Co lumbians paid up to I oz .

./
I'Ll: :'orrJ.»rlI . ::~-,

;\ IL~~rs . D alldorf, Schabbel & Co.,

P OR T ELIZABETH,

SOUTH AFRICA.

Figure 7. Non-UPU mail to Cape Colony, South Africa; 10C per '/2 oz. From NEW YORK,
MAY 9 93.
A LIST OF HANDBOOKS, PERIODICALS A N D A UCTI ON CATALOGUES
IN THE BIERMAN PHILATELIC LIBRARY.

FIRST REVISED EDITION 1989.
by Stanley M. Bierman, M.D.

New and revised HB edi tion, xxvi + 286pp, plus 28 B/W plat es of rare books in library, with over
3000 entries. Mailed 4th class book rate.

Bierman Philatelic Library 1078 Maybrook Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Enclosed please find $75.00 for purchase of A List of Handbooks , Periodicals and Al/cliOIl Catalogues ill the
Biermall Philatelic Library. First Revised Ed ition 1989.
Name _

Address _

City State Zip _
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor
UNPAID PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL TO THE KINGDOM OF SARDINIA
RICHARD F. WINTER

The Postal Co nve ntion between the United States and Prussia, signed at Wash ing ton
on 17 July 1852 and at Berlin on 26 August 1852, pro vided fo r the exchange of close d
mails betwee n the U.S. and the German-Au stria n Posta l Union. The Convention al so per 
mitted mails to be de livered to or acce pted from countries beyond the German-Austri an
Postal Union as we ll as beyond the United States. The United States and Prussia were to
pro vide to eac h othe r lists o f forei gn cou ntri es to whi ch the foreign postage co uld be paid
and the amo unt. This " fore ign" postage was to be added to the internat iona l rate of 30
ce nts for a sing le lette r of one half ounce es tablished under the Co nvention.

Prep ayme nt in the United State s of the 30 cent intern ationa l rate was all that co uld be
made on letters to the Kin gdom of Sardinia when the Convent ion first went into e ffect in
Oc tober 1852. T his meant tha t all charges beyond the Germa n-A ustr ian Postal Union had
to be borne by the rec ipient of the letter. By May 1855 changes to the Pru ssian C losed
Mail rates were an no unced.' A fully paid rate to the Ki ngdom of Sardinia of 38 cents was
now ava ilable . Prepaym ent of this rate was optional.

Figure 1. Washington, D.C., 18 August 1856, to Spezia, Sardinia, prepaid 5 cents, but sent
by New York unpaid in the Prussian Closed Mails. Debit 23 cents t o Prussia and transit
through Switzerland to Austrian lombardy where " D.A.a.L." and "VIA 01 SVIZZERA"
were struck in red.

Fig ure I illustrat es a very unusual cover sent throu gh the Pru ssia n Close d Mai l sys 
tem to the Kin gdom of Sardinia. Thi s enve lope was posted in Washington. D.C. . on 18
A ug ust 1856 addressed to Lie utena nt S. Ledyard Phe lps, United States Navy, Steam
Frigate Susquehanna ,' Spezia, Sardinia . The letter was prepaid 5 cen ts as shown by the
faint red ha nd stam p " PAID" j ust to the le ft of the manu script, red crayon "5" in the upper

I. In Wash ington, D.C. , the Union of 29 May 1855 adv ised the pub lic o r the new rates. A co py of
this newspaper art icle is co nta ined in the back of the Wierenga reprint of the 1852 Postal Laws and Reg
ulations of the United States of America along with a number o r other article s re lated to fore ign rate
cha nges cl ipped by Horat io King. the superintendent of the Foreig n Mail Service. and pasted in the back
of his PL&R. T he Kin g PL&R was used by Wierenga to make this rep rint.

2. Susquehanna. 2,450 ton s ide-whee l stea me r co mmissioned in December 1850 . was serv ing as the
Mediterranean Squ adron flagship based at Spezia .
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right. An endorsement in the upper left , prob ably by the Washin gton, D.C. , postal c lerk,
read s "Pre paid." It would appear that this letter was intended to be sent ove rseas in the
Brit ish Open Mails by British packet at the 5 cen t rate . Th is was an available rate in the
postal rate tables of the time.' The letter was sent to New York where the Exc hange Post
Office ignored the prepayment and placed the letter in the bags of mail intended for Pru s
sian Closed Mail service. The letter was considered unp aid since the full internationa l rate
of 30 cent s hadn 't been paid. It was marked N.YORK.BR.PKT.23/AUG/20 for the sched
uled sailing of the Cunard steamer Asia from New York . Thi s black datestamp sho ws the
U.S . was deb iting Prussia 23 cents for an unpaid lett er under the terms of the Co nvention.

As ia departed New York on 20 August as scheduled and arri ved at Liverpool on 3 1
August 1856. The Prussian Closed Mail bags were sent to Lond on , across the Channel to
Ostende, then by train across Belgium to Verviers, where they were transferred to the
Verviers-Coeln travel ing post office.' In the Aache n office , the mail bags were opened and
the letters processed for further transit. A red , double circle Aac hen office datestamp on
the cover reverse shows arrival on 2 September 1856. Since the lett er was to be sent into
the South German States, the Aachen office marked "45" in bright blue ink to indicate 45
kreuzer in the South Germ an currency was owed to Pru ssia for the intern ational rate (30
cent equivalent). A Baden rail road datestamp on the reverse of the cover confirms the han
dlin g of the letter on the railway south throu gh Baden to Basel , Switzerland . The letter
then passed throu gh Swi tzerland in a closed mail bag and shows no Sw iss markings.' Fig
ure 2 shows the route of the letter through Switzerland to Milan in Austrian Lombardy.

Unde r the Austrian-Swiss Postal Treat y of 1852, mail s we re exc hange d bet ween
Basel , Swi tze rland, and Camerlata, a small town two miles south of Co mo on the rail line
to Milan. Como is a provincial capital 28 miles north of Milan near the Swiss border. At
Milan the ma il bags were opened and the letter received a number of markings required by
the Austri an-Sardinian Postal Co nve ntion of 28 Se ptember 185 3. The red stra ightline
handstamp "V IA DI SVIZZERA " was applied to show the lett er arrive d by way of
Sw itzerland. Add itio na lly, the red handstamp " D.A.a.L." (Diri tto Austriaco-a ustr iac he
Lire)" was struck followed by a manu script "48" in black ink signifying the Austria n claim
was 48 kreuzer Austrian. For reaso ns unknown to the author, the Austrians showed the
kreuzer deb it with this marking rather than Austrian Lire debit as the hand stamp letters
signified . The postal clerk at Milan mere ly added the 3 kreuzer Swiss tran sit fee" to the

3. A 5 August 1851 Post Office Depar tme nt Notice to the pub lic adv ised of a British agreement with
the French to transmit unp aid letters via France to Sardinia , Tuscany, and So uthern Italy. U.S. c itizens
were advis ed to pay, from 6 August 1851, on ly the British Open Mail rates for mails to these Italian des ti
nations. The 5 cen t and 2 1 cent British Ope n Mai I rates to Sa rdinia were included in the foreign rate ta
bles of the Pos tal Law s and Regulations thro ugh 1856, after which they were dropped from the tables but
still allowable unti l 1868, as noted by cover usage. The latter is based on cov e r examples whic h show
uses of the Br itish Open Mai l rates after 1856.

4. The Aachen (A ix-Ia-Chape lle) Exchange Office, des ignated in the Co nve ntion to exc hange mails
with New York and Boston, was located in a railroad car on the Verviers-Coeln run and not in the c ity of
Aac hen. Mail bags from the west came under the Prussian jurisdiction at Verv iers where they were loaded
on the travelin g post office. The Aachen handstamps were used on this trai n.

5. The St. Go tthard route through Swi tzerla nd was the princi pal route into Au strian Lombard y for
mai ls from the So uthern German States . T he mails went by rail from Basel to Luce rne . Here they were
transported ac ross Lake Lucern e by steamer to Flue len, then ca rried by mai l coach through the St. Got
thard pass and Airolo, Bellinzo na, and Lugano to Camerla ta in Aus trian Lombardy, whe re tra in serv ice
was again avai lable to Mi lan. T he trip through the Swiss Alps took about 23 hours.

6. Tra ns lated , this means "A ustrian Claim [in] Aust rian Lire ."
7. The transit of the Ge rman mails through Sw itzerland was treated in Artic le XV II of the Aust rian

Sa rdinian Postal Convention of 1853. A Swi ss tax of 3 kre uze r for each s ing le rate letter (15 grams) was
to be adde d to the transit postage on mails between the Sardinian States and the non-Austrian states of the
German-A ustrian Postal Union.
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Figure 2. Transit route of letter through Baden, Switzerland, Austrian Lombardy, and
Kingdom of Sardinia to Spezia.

"45" already marked on the letter by Aac hen and arrived at the 48 kreuzer debit. A ll of the
unpaid tran sit fees were passed on to the Kingdom of Sardinia. The Aachen offic e had in
dicated its debi t in South German kreuzer, which wa s valued less than the Austrian
kreuzer. M ilan considered this to be a debi t in Austrian kreuzer rather than South German
kreuzer and actually passed a higher charge on to the Kingdom of Sardinia than it should
have don e, the proper charge bein g 38 kre uzer Austrian due Prussia and 3 kreuzer Au stri
an due Switzerland or a total of 41 kreuzer.

Under the Au strian-Sardinian Convention of 1853; mail s were exchanged between
Mi lan and Ge noa . Five border cross ing points' were recognized under the Con vention, the

8. Bor der crossings were es tablished on the roads between Laveno and Int ra. Sesto Ca lende and
Aro na, Magenta and Novara. Abbiategrasso and Vigevano , and Pavia and Cas teggio. Ser vices bet ween
Laven o and Intra and bet ween Ab biateg rasso and Vigevano were to be se t up with pr ivate co ntrac t when
need ed. with the other three ro utes being the most co mmo nly used ro utes .
132 Chronicle 142 / May 1989 / Vol. 4 I. No.2



most direct route of whic h is shown in Figure 2 with the bord er exchange bet ween Pavia
in Austrian Lombardy and Castegg io in the Kingdom o f Sard inia. Mai ls were co nveyed by
coach to Voghera and then so uthwes t to Ma rengo thr ou gh wh ich the ra il line from
Alessandria to Genoa passed.

I·I

. -

TIlHI.[ L .

:\ Il t il 1,,.,.1 ." ,. ,-a l'loliua ,Ion ,'rk·,·f·..... IW ;
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Figure 3. Letter front showing pink Sardinian postage due label pasted on the cover at
the left . The datestamp of the frontier office of Genoa and cumulative accounting of for
eign and internal postage due in Sardinian Lire are marked on label.

The letter arrived at Genoa on 7 Sep tember 1856. five days after reaching the Aachen
office. Genoa app lied a circular datestamp to the reverse of the letter and attached a pink
postage due labe l on the letter face show n in Figure 3. T he printed label had a place in the
lower left to show the da testamp of the Sardinian frontier office , in thi s case Ge noa . It also
provided an accounting of the cumulative posta l charges dist inguishing between the for
eig n and internal charges . Genoa marked 2 Lire 09 ce ntesimi foreign postage and 20 ce n
tesimi interna l postage" for a tota l pos tage due of 2 Lire 29 ce ntesimi. The note at the bot
tom of the label states tha t it is not to be detached from the lett er. On the cover rever se "2 L
29" is also marked in manuscript ag ree ing with the label sta teme nt of the postage due. It is
not clear who wro te this resta teme nt of the postage du e. The lett er wa s the n sent by mai l
coach to Spe zia 50 mi les E.S.E. of Genoa on the Ligurian coast. Sp ezia wa s we ll known
for its exce llent, large harb or. From 1848, the Sardin ian government had gra nted the Unit
ed States the right to use Spez ia as an Ame rica n naval sta tion fo r the Mediterranean
Squadron .

An ex planation of currency equiva lents will be helpful here . Under the revised Ger
man Postal Co nven tion of Decem ber 185 1, currency equivalents wit hi n the German Postal
Un ion were as follow s:

14 Nort h Germ an Thal er 24.5 So uth Ge rman Gu lde n 20 A ustrian Gulden
or or o r

420 Silbergro schen 1470 South German Kreuzer 1200 Austrian Kreu zer
thus

I Si lbergro schcn 3.5 South Germ an Kreu zer 2.857 Austr ian Kreuzer

These eq uivale nts were repeated in the Postal Treaty between Au stria and the Sw iss
Co nfede rat ion of 26 Ap ril 1852. T he Co nve ntio n between Aus tria and Sa rdinia of 28
Se ptember 1853, under Art icle XXXV, state d the currency eq uiva lent of 100 Lire A ustrian

9. The required Sardinian tax per single rate on foreign letter s under the Au stri an-S ardinian Conv en
tion of 1853 was 20 centes imi.
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to be 87 Lire Sardin ian. In addition. the Detailed Regul at ions of th is Co nve ntio n. Ar ticle
XX III, sta ted that I Lira Austrian (100 ce ntesimi Austria n) is equal to 20 kreuze r Au str ian
which corres po nds with 87 ce ntesimi Sardinian. Rest ated . I Li ra Sardi nian equals 23
kreu zer Austrian. Looking back on the Austrian deb it to Sa rdinia of 48 kreuzer Austrian. it
can be see n that:

45 kr Aust.+ 3 kr Aust. (Swis s transit) = 48 kr Aust. = 2.09 Lire Sardo

Wri ting for Postgcsch ichte, a Zurich postal history journa l. James Van der Linden re
ce ntly ana lyzed a simi lar cover. Lot #247 of the Frajo la 9 March 1985 Auction. This cover
origina ted in New O rleans on 9 ovember 1856 and was sent in the unpa id Pru ssian
C lose d Mails to Genoa. T he cover had all the same transit and rate marki ngs described
ab ove inc lud ing a pink postage due label (detached) showing 2.09 Lire foreign and .20
Lire interna l posta ge for a total of 2.29 Lire postage due . Van dcr Linden c ites the same
letter routing and applica ble postal treati es in his cover analys is. O ne othe r cover of this
type is known by the aut ho r. It is pictured in Storia Postale del Regno di Sardeg na da lle
Origini all' lntroduzione del Francobollo, Vol I, by Paolo Vollrne ier. This cove r is impor
tant because it shows the ratin g that occurs when the Aache n office co rrec t ly marked a
debi t of 3R kreuzer, which was the Prussian debit in Austr ian kre uzer. On this co ver M ilan
has ad ded 3 kreuzer Swiss transit for a debit to Sardinia of 4 1 kreu zer Austrian. Th e Sar
din ian postage due label on th is cover, prepared by Ge noa. show s 1.79 Lire fore ign and
.20 Lire internal postage for a total of 1.99 Lire postage due . This is equiva lent to 38 ce nts
postage due , the listed rate to the Kingdom of Sardinia from the U.S. The 1.99 Lire cover
was co rrec tly rated to destinat ion and the 2.29 Lire covers resu lted from confusio n be
tween the two differen t kreu zers, So uth German and Austrian.

US PCS member Jose ph Geraci . who spec ia lizes in Ital ian posta l history and with
who m a co nsidera ble d iscu ssion about the rating of this art icle 's feature cover was co n
ducted , advises that the Sa rdi nian postage due labels are cata loged se parate ly in some Ital
ian cata logs. T hey are so ught by collectors "o ff cover," making it likely that few will be
found attac hed to covers as origina lly used .

Th e author wis hes to acknowled ge the invaluable ass istance provided by Lucio Mar
son of Eas t Rutherford. New Jersey, who pro vided a co mplete translation of the Austrian
Sard inian Conve ntion of 1853 from the Italian version which was located in the Consoli
dated Treaty Serie s. Vol II I, ed ited by Clive Parry, Oceana Publi cat ions, 1969.
THE AACHEN EXCHANGE OFFICE
ALLAN RADIN

So me tim e ago Cy ril Kidd ' postulated that , in the early part of 1852, in order to ex
pedite tra nsit of the large volume of international mail s passing thro ugh the Aachen ex
cha nge office, the Prussian postal administration tran sferred the operation of that office,
along wi th a ll its va rious hand stamps, from the Aac he n rail road station to the Coe ln"
Verviers trave ling post office. Because the Prussian C losed Mail Co nve ntion. whic h be
came effec tive in October 1852: spec ified that ... . . Aachen shall be the Prussian office of

I. Cyril Kidd . .. ' Cocln-Verviers' 1852-1870: The Postal Mark ings of a Trav e ling Fro ntie r Of
fice," The Philatelist (Ro bson Lowe), Janu ary 1960 , p. 104: Feb rua ry 1960 , p. 126: Ma rch 1960. p.
160 .

2. T he German nam e for Cologne in modem Ge rma n orthogra phy is Kohl. On 19th ce ntury
co vers the o lde r orthog raphy - Coe ln - will be found.

3. T he U.S . Postma ster General gave the effec tive date as 16 Octo ber 1852. the Pru ssian
postal admi n istratio n as 1 Oc to ber 1852. Article XX of the r CM Conventio n clearly makes possible
diffe rent e ffec tive da tes for the two admin istra tions. Earliest known we stbound cover bears the
backstam p "Coeln/ I IO/Yerviers" and New York exc hange office marking da ted "Oct. 16": earliest
known eastbo und bears the New York exchange offic e marking dated "Oct. 30,"
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exchange ... ," it has been argued ' that Prussian Clo sed Mail could not have been processed
aboard the travelin g post offic e car but that wes tbound closed mail bag s were load ed , and
eastbound unloaded , at the Aac hen railroad station and pro cessed there . However, one
may we ll quibble about whether the phra seology of the Co nve ntion con stituted an absolute
requirement that the exc hange office be located within the cit y of Aachen.

The Amts-Blatt des Kiiniglichen Post-Departments No. 48, for furni shing a copy of
which I am indebted to Jam es Van der Lind en , contains General Regulation No. 202, dated
16 September 1852, impl ementing the Prussian Clo sed Mail Convention, and providing
the definitive resolution. There is absolute ly no mention of the name "Aachen." The sig
nificant, pertinent sentence is tran slated from the German as follows: "The mu tual ex
change of corres pondence shall take place between the tra veling post office No . 10 and the
post offices in New York and Boston ."

As the Prussian s made no secret of the nature of the " Aachen exchange office," the
U.S. Post Office Department was quite probably aware of it and acq uie sced . It is difficult
to believe that it wou ld have obje cted to a procedure who se on ly effect was to expedite the
mai ls.

There was no need for the car to make an interm ediate stop at Aachen on the run be
tween Co log ne and Verviers. Westbo und mail was processed aboard the car' and put into
clo sed bags before being turned over to the Belgia n posts at Verviers; closed eastbound
bags were rece ived at Verviers, opened, and the mai l processed aboard the car so that let
ters were read y for distribution when the Co logne ter minus was reached.

4. George E. Hargest. "Changes in Co lor of the Boxed Aac hen Marking," Chronicle 76:219.
5. Actually mail awaiting the next westbound Ame rica n or Brit ish packet sa iling from Eng

land could have been processed. to some extent at least, at Co log ne.
FRANCO-BRITISH ACCOUNTANCY MARKINGS ON
TRANSATLANTIC MAILS FROM THE UNITED STATES

1843-1875

JEFFREY C. BOHN
(Continued from Chronicle 141 :66 )

PERIOD VI : April 1857 - December 1869

Although the majority of mails sent from the U .S. to France unde r the new Franco
American conve ntion were exchanged in closed bags, occasional unpaid (or insufficiently
paid) letters were sent in the ope n mails via England. These letters co ntinued to receive the
GB/40c and GB/ IF60c accountancy markings used during the previous Period V , depend ing
on whether the transatlant ic serv ice was supplied by an American or Briti sh packet. Fig ure 2 1
shows an example of an 1860 letter from Sandusky , Oh io , addressed to Switzerl and , and
prepaid at do ub le the 20¢ per \/2 ounce pre- trea ty rate for direct steamship service between
New Yo rk and Havre. Under the Franco-American conventio n, the letter rate to Swi tze rland
was established at 21 cents per \/2ounce. Since 2x2 I¢ had not been prepaid, the clerk at the
New York Foreign Exchange Office marked this letter SHORT PAID, and forwarded it by
the American packet Fulton in the Briti sh ope n mails. Had the clerk entered this letter into the
French Treaty mail bags , all of the 40 cent prepayment wou ld have bee n lost , for the
U.S. -French convention did not recognize partially prepaid mail. England mistakenly
marked this letter with the GB/I F accountancy marki ng (in tended for use on unpaid letters
sent to France from Portugal) , then correctly app lied the GB /40c marking , and sent the letter
to France. France forwarded the letter to Switzerland , where as a trip le rate letter, a co llection
of 180 centimes was required to pay the Swi ss internal postage , plus the IF50c credit to
France . France, in tum , credited 30 centimes to England for its tran sit postage.
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Figure 21. An 1860 letter from Sandusky to Geneva, sent by American packet in the British open
mails to France during Period VI.

A letter addressed to France and carried by Briti sh packet in the open mail s throu gh
England is show n in Figure 22 . This item originated in Charleston , S .C . , on 9 January 1858,
and was prep aid 5 cents in postage . In Boston , the Exchange Office clerk elected to send this
letter in the open mails to England , rather than include it as a totally unpaid letter in the closed
bags for France. As such, it was carried on the Cunard Line steamship Niagara to Liverpool
and sent to the Foreign Offi ce in London , where it was stuck with the GBI IF60c accountancy
marking and forwarded as a doubl e rate letter to France . On arri val , a co llection of 16
decimes was required to pay the 'French internal postage , plus the 80 centime credit to
England.

a ~~/&~t1:d{4

~ed'
Figure 22. An 1858 letter from Charleston to Nantes, sent by British packet in the British open
mails to France during Period VI. (ex James C. Pratt Collection!

On I January 1868 , a new United States-British postal convention went into effect, and
certain provisions with in this treat y modifi ed the way in which the U.S .-French mail s were
exchanged . Basicall y , both England and the United States were to make their own arrange
ment s and provide all payments for the transatlanti c services required to send the mail s
abro ad . Thus, all the ships that carried the Briti sh mails from U.S . port s were now under
contract with the U.S . Post Offi ce , and were to be treated as American pack ets, regardless of
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their national registry . Because of this provision , all unpaid letters sent from the U.S. to
France in the British open mails after I January 1868 were marked with the GB/40c
accountancy marking , while the GBII F60c marking became virtually obsolete (except for
possible uses on non-contract ship letters from the United States after 1868).

Printed matter sent to France under the U.S.-French Convention of 1857 cou ld have
been sent either directly to France, or routed via England. In both cases, only the U.S .
postage had to be prepaid , while the remaining transit fees were collected from the addressee.
When sent via England by regular contract steamer , it appears that all printed matter was
exchanged in the closed mails, and thus was not subject to the app licatio n of accountancy
markings. It is possib le , however, that certain items of printed matter could have been sent in
the British open mails to France , and thus have been struck with either the GB/ IFPK or
GB/2FPK markings (Figures 16c and 16d), but no examples have been reported.

PERIOD VII : January 1870 - July 1874

The U.S .-French convention of 1857 remained in effect until the end of December
1869, at which time all postal relation s between the two countries formally expired.
Beginning on I January 1870, therefore , the U.S . was no longer able to send the mails to
France in closed bags through England, but again had to revert to the British open mails for all
mails not sent directly to France. As a result of a new U.S .-Briti sh convention, which went
into effect on 1January 1870, the ordinary open mail rate to France was established at 4 cents
per Y2ounce . This 4 cents rate was a combination of the 2 cen ts U .S . internal postage, plus
the 2 cents sea postage that the U.S . was required to pay on all outgoing letters. Letters could
be sent to France via England either prepaid at the open mail rate (which paid the letter only to
England) , or totally unpaid , in which case the U.S. debited England at the 4 cents per Y2
ounce rate .

Figure 23. An 1870 letter
from New York to
Rh ei ms. sent i n t h e
supplementary open
mails to England. and
fo rward ed t o France
with the GB/40c ac
countancy marking.

Letters that were prepaid at the 4 cents per Y2ounce rate arrived in England free of any
transit fees, and thus were forwarded to France at the 40 centime per 30 gram bulk rate. These
letters received the GB/40c accountancy marking (Figu re 16a), and France collected 5
decime s per 7 Y2 grams on delivery . Figure 23 shows an example of an April 1870 letter
placed into the supplementary mails at New York , where a pre-payment (not shown) of 8
cents in cash was made for the 4 cents open mail rate to England plus the 4 cents
supplementary mail fee . This letter was carried by the Nort h German Lloyd steams hip
Deutschland to England, where it was marked PAID-ONLY/TO ENGLAND, and forwarded
to France charged with the British transit fee . In France, a collection of 10 decimes was
required , indicating that the letter weighed between 7Y2 and 15 grams.
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During the first few months of 1870, there was some confusion concerning the exchange
of totally unpaid letters sent to France from the United States via the British open mails. This
con fusion stemmed not only from the ramifi cations of the 1868 U.S.-British convention, 10

but also from the fact that there was no provision (Article) on the existing Franco-British
Letter Bill for the exchange of such mail. Article 38 of the Letter Bill did provide for the
exchange of letters from the U .S. carried by American packet s (e.g. , all GB/40c letters) , but
the 40 centime per 30 gram rate of exchange associated with this Article implied that these
letters were prepaid to England . Future modifications to the Franco-British Letter Bill
alleviated this discrepancy , but in order to cope with the present situation, the London
Forei gn Offi ce introduced a new GB/Art38 accountancy markin g (Figure 24a) to distinguish
between totally unp aid letters from the U.S. and those that were prepaid to England. Since
both types of letters were initially exchanged under Article 38, it is possible that the
individual Letter Bills of this period were provisionally modified to reflect these differences.
Unfortunately, no examples of these early Letter Bills have been found to support this
hypoth esis.

(loBD
t.38

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 24. The accountancy markings applied to totally unpaid letters sent from the U.S., or via
the U.S., to France in the British open mails during Period VII.

The new GB/Art38 accountancy marking was proofed on 25 January 1870 , and is
noticeably different from the other accountancy markings employed under the 1857 Franco
British convention, in that it refers directly to the Letter Bill Article number , rather than
indicating the bulk rate ofexc hange . Perhaps this style of markin g was introduced to force the
French clerks in charge of rating these letters , to look at the Letter Bill for any modi fications,
rather than relying solely on the exchange rate typically included in the acco untancy markin g.
The fact that this mark ing was not used until late January may indicate that England was
initially forwarding all U .S . letters to France at the 40c per 30 gram bulk rate , not realizing
that money was bein g lost on the exchange of those letters that were totally unpaid.

The exc hange rate that England initially intended to assign to these GB/Art38 letters is
not known . However , under the existing Franco-Briti sh convention, unpaid letters from
England to France were exc hanged at the IF20c per 30 gram bulk rate. In addition, since
England had to reimburse the U.S . an additional 4 cents per single rate letter (i .e ., 80
centimes per 30 grams), England's total debit to France should have been 2 Francs per 30
grams. By April 1870, this 2 Franc per 30 gram exchange rate was established for totall y
unpaid letters from the U.S . to France, and these letters appeared under Article 38bis of the
Letter Bill . However , without the knowledge of existing Letter Bills from this early 1870
period , one can only speculate that this 2 Franc per 30 gram rate was intended from the
beginning.

10. As of 1 Janu ary 1868 , England treated all incoming leiters from the U.S . as if they were carried by
American packets , regardless of the steamship line's national charter.

(To be continued)
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 141
Figure I shows a piece of equipme nt purported to have co me from an Indiana post

o ffice whe re it was used "abo ut 80 yea rs ago" according to the antique dealer who so ld it.
His c la im seems co rrec t, and we ha ve never had so man y answers to a problem item .
There we re ve rba l ones, and written answers from these readers: Brad Arch, Le wis Ellman
(Pos tmaste r), Everett M. En gl es, Arthur Fit zpatrick , John L. Kay, Frank R. Sc hee r, George
R. Tarbox n., D. Reg inald Tibb ett s, John M . Mahoney, and Charles A. Wood .

Figure 1. Post mark artifact.

All of the above so lve d the problem correc tly. On e verba l responder , fou r-year-old
Stev en Haa g, erred whe n he ca lled the object a bookstand.

The olde r mod el shown in th is art ic le does not hav e the movabl e foot res t of ones
used in the past few decades. Several res po nde rs comme nted thai modern e lec tronic sor t
ing wa s making items suc h as this ob solete, and that they are "collec tibles" already. Frank
Scheer 's letterhead reads " RA ILWAY MAIL SERVICE LIBRARY, PO STAL HISTORY
RES EAR CH, ARTI FACTS" and he invit es all of us to visit him at 12 Eas t Rosem ont
Ave. , A lexandria, Va. 22 30 I, whe re various pieces of postal equ ipme nt are d isplayed.
Please write fir st , he as ks . He showed cancelling machines at the recent Garfie ld- Perry
show in C leve land.

Postmaster Ellman se nt an equipme nt ca talog cut da ted 1983 naming the item as a
"Stool, Adj us ta ble - used to support clerks while cas ing mail."

The other responders called the obj ect a sorting sea t, rump rester , or res t bar (appar
ently the offi ci al name ). Several had wo rked in post offices and used the device to sor t
mail into the pigeon holes o f letter cases. Brad Arch and othe rs referred readers to their
Scott cata logue in whi ch # 1494 shows an 8¢ U.S. stamp issued in 1973 with a postal clerk
usin g the rest bar and stand ing nearl y erec t. It see ms that <111 so rts of postal memorabil ia
are attrac ting interes t. From the enthus ias tic response , we plan on us ing several more as
" problems to identi fy" in future issues.

A late , detailed ex plana tion ca me from B.C. Simme rman, a retired postal employee:
The object is ca lled a rest bar and was used by pos tal clerks while manu all y sort

ing and cas ing letter mai l. It appears to be one of the ea rlies t models o r th is device. It
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app ears to have: a cas t iron bottom or foot as a counter-we ight; a metal up right support
of two pieces, one slid ing within the other with a thumbscrew for making up or do wn
adjustme nts; the top or rest appears to be made of wood. Th e front of thi s was hin ged
and the angle co uld be adjusted to suit the user. In that the Postal Ser vice does not per
mit it to be sat Oil the user cases mail in a semi-stand ing, sem i-s itting position.

Later mod els are techni cally more updated to include : an adjus table foot , forwa rd
or backward ; better adj ustme nt features of the center suppo rt sec tion (no thumbscrew)
and the top rest is now padded. These can now be adju sted for height of torso, len gth of

legs and arms to suit the normal config urations of most users .

One source is the collection of stamp boxes and gadgets purchased by your Editor
from Herm an Herst, Jr. Our philatelic friend Pat has been ill and hospit alized ju st as his
80th birthday came. Those wishing to send him a card sho uld use P.O. Box 1583, Boca
Raton , Fla. 33420. If other readers have possibly puzzlin g devices or equipme nt related to
the mail s, please send black and white photos, glossy, with contrast.

Figure 2. Cover from Brazil with 200 reis stamp of 1877 .

Figures 2 and 3 show the front and back of a cover from Bra zil to the U.S. with no
year date markin g, and no enclos ure. No one responder offered a complete written analy-

Figure 3. Reverse of Figure 2.
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sis but for tunate ly the re was verbal help in tidbits from Stephen Albert, Dick Graham,
Joann e Haag, No rma n Hubbard, Michae l Laurence, Millard Mac k, Susan Mc Dona ld, and
your Ed itor. Here is a composite answe r:

I. The stamp, 200 reis black rouletted , is Scott #66 issued in 1877 .
2. Braz il joined the G.P.U. (renamed U.P.U. in 1878) I Jul y 1877.
3. The stamp is cance lled and tied by a barred killer of the New York Foreign Mai l Of
fice, Second Division.
4. The cover ca me into N.Y. on a paquetbot which had received it at a dock in Brazi l.
5. The United States and Braz il Main Steams hip Company, called the "Brazi l Line"
stop ped serv ice in 1875, so could not have carr ied this cover.
6. Prob able date of use is June 1878.

After the above was written a wonderful analysis was received from Warren R. Bow
er who has a good knowledge ofN.Y. postal markings. He writes:

The cance l on the Brazilian stam p appears to be a New York Incoming Fore ign
Mail ca nce l, app lied at NYC. They are relatively rare on cover, perhaps because they
lack any identifying town, state and date informatio n. They were not used as a duplex
hand starnp, ju st a killer ellipse on ly.

Th is ca nce l, in this case with a "2 " within a 6 bar vertica l ellipse, is bit similar to
othe r New York City handstam ps of the post 1876 period, but the usual NYC ellipses
were duplexed with circ ular town and year cance ls. However, most of the NYC ellipses
with num bers were with hor izonta l barred ellipses . The numbers inside the circle were
somewhat different than the other NYC killers.

Th is cance lla tion was noted and written up several times by H.P. Atherton in
The American Philatelist of 1923 and 1953, and Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News of 1959.
The cancel's norma l use was to cance l any uncancelled stamps on incoming foreign
mai l arriv ing at NYC PO from var ious countr ies on the eastern Atlantic side of So .
Ame rica and other Ca ribbean Islands.

But some are also found on British and French stamps, as well as a few U.S .
postage stamps . Most of the origi nal studies were based on off-cover stamps, and not
covers. As the cancel did not bear date, or town, indica tions securing time spans were
not easy.

The first set of IFM killers had numbers " I" thro ugh "6 " in the 1872- 1893 time
period. Then a " 12" was added in 1887 and ran until 19 14. Atherto n indica ted a " 12"
was not used on U.S. stamps . As of his 1959 article, he had found them on a total of 34
co untr ies' stam ps . The ca ncelling ink was always in black. The routing of these letters
thru the NYC pos t office is very hazy, as one sometimes finds them with Branch Sta
tion backstamps.

The Brazil ian stamp appears to be Sco tt's #66, listed as being issued someti me in
1877 , but pres umably had later uses. The letter, and rate paid, has the appearance of a
UPU rate; and Brazil did not join UPU until July I, 1877. The June rece iving dates on
the cover then would seem to ind icate the letter was mailed in 1878 or later.

The amount of postage, 200 reis, was the equiva lent of 10¢ U.S., as established in
Starnes's U.S. Letter Rates. which also gives 1O¢ as the UPU rate to Brazil , effective I
Ju ly 1877. Th e same info rmation appea rs in a two-part article by George E. Hargest pub
lished in The American Philatelist for March and April 1979 and titled "The Treaty of
Berne, 1874, the Conve ntion of Paris, 1878, and the Postai Unions." As Hargest ex plains,
in certain cases where distance exceeded spec ified limits, members were permitt ed to add
a surcharge to the norm al UPU rate. Hargest provides a table listing the GPU/UPU mem
bers, the dat e jo ined, curre ncy equiva lent to the 25 centimes norm al rate, surtax allowe d
on a 15 gram letter, plu s other details. For Brazil the 25 centimes equivale nt and the per
mitt ed sur tax are 100 rei s each, making the total single UPU rate 200 reis.
142 Chronicle 142 I May 1989 I Vol. 4 1. No.2



PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 4. From Scotland in 1861.

Figure 5. Postmark on reverse of Figure 4 cover.

Figures 4 and 5 show the front and part of the back of an envelope from Great
Britain to America . The New York British Packet marking and" 19 cents" are in black, as
is the barred killer with "7 1" at its center. The marking "SENT BACK TO ENGL AN D
WITHOUT A REASO N FOR NON-DELIVERY" is in red . The stamp is a one penny red ,
Plate 59. On the back is only one markin g, in black. There are a number of questions about
this cove r. How it got to New York can be learned from the newly publi shed (by our Soci
ety) book North Atlantic Mail Sa ilings by Walter Hubb ard and Richard F. Winter. What is
the significance of the "SENT BACK TO ENG LAN D. . ." marking? Why only a Id stamp?

lWcigll &. t\Q$ I~n 11. 1;. C\\ ,I
~IlAI, r'lll ar. N. e. I

Figure 6. Confederate cover with railroad corner card.
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Figure 6 shows a cover with a railroad comer card and a IO¢ C.S.A . stamp issued in
1863, tied with a Raleigh, N.C., cds in black . The date is "Nov. 22" with no year. There is
nothing on the back of the enve lope. George N. Malpass commented yea rs ago: 'T his is a
very strange item." He was a knowledgeable student of Confede rate stamps and postal his
tory. What was his reason for questioning the cove r'?

Plea se send yo ur answers and suggestions to the Cinc innat i P.O. Box within two
week s of recei ving your issue of the Chronicle .
Do you value your USPCS membership?

INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN
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, p.o. Box406' : mounting on pages without adhesives.

L__~~~~:~~~:_~~~ J • Folders and Pouches for document preservation.
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