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GUEST PRIVILEGE

POSTAGE RATES BETWEEN U.K. AND NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN 1711 to 1900
COLIN TABEART
(Continued from Chronicle 142:85)
PACKET RATES TO THE WEST INDIES. NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

Figure 32. Edinburgh, 6
Apr 60, to Ottawa. Un-
paid, subject to fine. Br.
debit 10d (7d share, 3d
half fine); Can. 1d share,
3d half fine. Total 30¢
due. See 1.4.1859.

e - . Lo S . e oy

1.4.1863 TW. Between UK and the Br W Indies by Br pkt a Br rate of 11d, PP, if not PP
charged with the rate + fined 1/-; (see also the GPON 8/63 below); if not a pkt
boat a Br rate of 1'4d, PP, if not PP charged with the rate + fined 3d. UK to: St
Thomas, St Martins, St Croix, Martinique, Guadaloupe, Curacao, St Eustatius,
Mosquito Territory, Cuba, Porto Rico, by Br pkt a Brrate of 1/-. The Br W Indies
here means: Antigua, Bahamas, Barbadoes, Bermuda, Berbice, Carriacou,
Demerara, Dominica, Grenada, Honduras, Jamaica, Montserrat, Nevis, St Kitts,
St Lucia, St Vincent, Tobago, Tortola, Trinidad, Turks Is.

1.4.1863 GPON 8/63 enlarged on the TW above. The increasing cost of the service
necessitates increased rates. Pkt rate from UK to Br and For W Indies increased
to 1/-. Ship letters reduced to 3d. Note: it appears that 1d has been added to the Br
rate of 11d to the BWI in the TW above, presumably colonial inland postage.

1.4.1863 GPON 10/63. To Cuba, Mexico, and Porto Rico by Br pkt reduced to 1/-.

o . s Figure 33. Montre-

A ey gg_{ e /ipae2#%— L altolondon, 2 Oct
’ - L ; 62, paid 6d stg. at
. Can. packet rate.
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Figure 34. Liverpool,
13 Jun 67, to London,
C.W. Paid 6d for Can.
packet Nestorian (Al-
lan).

1.7.1863 USA introduced uniform treaty inland rate of 5¢ to all states. Rate to California
and Oregon thus became the same as elsewhere in the US, viz 1/-.

18.7.1863 To Cuba & Mexico by Fr pkt, 1/- pr 2 oz.

1.8.1863 TW. UK to B W Indies via France by Fr pkt, combined Br, For & Colonial rate of
1/-, PP. If not PP, fined 1/- + difference between rate and prepaid sum. To Cuba
as BWI except unpaid letters returned to sender.

17.8.1863 GPON. Atlantic Royal Mail SNCo contract restarted between Galway & the US,
calling at Boston & NY alternately. “Letters to Br N America (except Canada &
Newfoundland) intended to be forwarded by these pkts, must be specially
directed via the USA.” To USA 1/-; Newfoundland, 6d; any other B N American
colony, 8d. First pkt leaves Galway 18 Aug.

25.8.1863 TW. UK to Haiti direct by Br Pkt, 1/-.
1.3.1864 TW. To Nicaragua by Br pkt, uniform Br postage of 1/-, PP.

30.10.1865 GPON. “A reduction having taken place in the postage charged by the US PO for
the sea conveyance of letters between Panama and San Francisco, such reduction
applies to all letters between the UK and Vancouver’s Island, British Columbia,
San Francisco, Oregon and the Sandwich Islands ‘via St Thomas and Panama.’ ™
1/6d pr 2 oz PP.

1.11.1866 TW. UK to Surinam or Curacoa by Br, Fr, or Netherlands pkt, 1/-, Br & For
combined.

1.1.1867 TW. By Br pkt from USA to the Foreign W Indies, or from one foreign port in the
W Indies to another in the W Indies or to California via Panama, a Br rate of 4d.
Any foreign port in the W Indies to Br Columbia, Vancouver’s Island, or the
Sandwich Islands via Panama, partly by Br pkt, a Br and Foreign rate of 1/2d. All
PP; if not returned to sender.

1.2.1867 GPON. UK to Curacoa, 1/- Br & For, PPV.

13.5.1867 GPON 14/67. To Colon or Panama (United States of Colombia) may, in future,
be forwarded by Br or US pkt to NY, then on by US pkt. Letters 1/2d PP.

27.5.1867 GPON. UK to Br Honduras via the US, 1/2d PP, unpaid letters extra on delivery.
1.10.1867 Anglo-US Postal Convention. NY to Br & For W Indies by Br pkt via St Thomas,
18¢, PP; NY to Bermuda via Halifax, NS, 10¢ (US postage only).
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PACKET RATES TO THE WEST INDIES, NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

Extracts from Postal Guides for 1853 to 1868 follow. All rates in sterling per /2 0z. unless
stated otherwise. Numbers in brackets refer to notes in the Remarks column. {: must be PP,

: extra charge on delivery, nl: not listed, AR: Alternative route. F: fine if not PP, USP: by
US packet. E.g. 7d F6 means: 7d ') oz., prepayment optional, paid to destination, fined 6d

if underpaid.

COUNTRY

Antigua nl
Aspinwall nl
Bahamas nl
Barbadoes nl
Berbice 1/2%
Bermuda 1/1

British Columbia nl until 1868

California 2/41%
Campeachy nl
Canada 1/2(4)
Chagres nl
Colon N Granada nl
Costa Rica nl
Cuba 2/31t
Curacoa 1/5tt
Dominica nl
Grenada nl
Grey Town (Nic) 2/3tt
Guadaloupe nl
Guatemala nl
Havana nl
Hayti (S Domingo) nl
Honduras (Br) 1/4
Honduras (For) nl
Jamaica ex Kston 1/2
Jam Kingston 1/-
Martinique nl
Mexico 2/3tt
Montserrat nl
Mosquito Terr nl
Navy Bay N Gran nl
Nevis nl
New Brunswick 1/-
152

6 6t 61
1/1% 1/t 1/t%
6 6t 6t
6 6 6t
6 6t 6
6 6 6
as 53 as 53 as 53
2/3tY  2/3t1  2/31%
1/2USP  as 56 as 56
1/t% 1/t 1/t
1/t 1/-t% 1/t
2/3tt  2/3tt  2/31t
as 53 as 53 1/61
1/5t1  1/51% 611
6 6t 61
6 6t 61
2/3t1  2/3t% 611
1/5t% 1/5%% 61t
61t 611 6t
2/3tt as 56 1/61t
1/5tF  1/5t% 6t
6 6t 61
611 611 61t
6 6t 61

nl separately thereafter
1/5t 1/5t% 61t
2/3tt as 56 as 56
6 61 6t
nl nl 6tt
1/1% /1% 1/t
6 61 6t
6 6 6F6

141)
nl
1/41)
1A41)
1/41)
141)

2/4(2)

/1%
as 56

1/t
nl
1/t

nl

1/t%
141
14D
1/t
1/t

1/t
1/1%

1/t%
1A1)
1/1%
1A1)

111

/1%
1A41)
1/1%
nl
1/41)
6F6

JAN 53 MAY 56 APR58 APR60 JAN 65 JAN 68

1/41)
nl
1/41)
1/41)
1/41)
1A41)

711
6(3)

6(3)

nl
1/t
1/
1/t

1/
1A1)
141)
1/t
/1t

2/t
nl

1/4
1/1(1)
nl sep.
1/41)

as 65

1/t
1/41)
1/1%
nl
1/41)
6F6

REMARKS

(1) F 1/-if not PP.

1865/68 via Halifax or

St. Thomas. AR via NY,
1/3(1)in 1865, 7d F

6d in 1868.

Via NY.

AR 1853/56/58 via US CM
1/2'/2dt. (2) by Br or US
pkt via NY, 1/~ (3) F &d.

(4) 1/- via Halifax. AR 1856-
65 US CM Br pkt, 8d; via
Halifax 6d. Via US 1868
7d(3).

AR 1853-60 US CM 1/2
'/2dt. 1868 by WI Br pkt,
Fr pkt, or via USA.

AR 1868 via Panama, 2/-1.
AR 1865/68 by Fr pkt 8d
/s0z

AR 1865 via Panama 2/-1.
1868 via Panama only.

AR 1856 via USCM 1/2
/2dt.

AR 1865/68 via France,
8d /s 0z

AR 1856/60 via USA 1/5%.

AR 1853 via USACM 1/2d;
1858 Br pkt via US 8d; 1860/
65 as 1858 but F 6d if un-
paid. AR 1868 via US, 7dF6.
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COUNTRY

Newfoundland
New Granada
Nicaragua
Nova Scotia

Oregon
Panama
Porto Rico
PEI

St Bartholomew
St Croix

St Domingo

St Eustatius

St Jago (Cuba)
St Juan (Nic)
St Kitts

St Lucia

St Martins

St Thomas

St Vincent
Tobago

Tortola
Trinidad

Turks Island
USA
Vancouver's Is

Vera Cruz (Mex)
Virgin Islands
W Indies (Br)

W Indies (For)

JAN 53 MAY 56 APR58 APR60 JAN 65 JAN 68 REMARKS

1/-
1/t1
nl

1/

As California
nl
nl
Ly

1/
1/5t

6
1/1%
nl
6

1/t
1/5t%
6

1/5t%
6

611
2/3t%
2/3t%

6
6
611
61
6
6
6
6
6
1/
2/41%

2/3t%
6

6
1/5t%

6
1/t
nl
as b6

1/t
1/51%
6

1/51%
6%
nl
611
2/31tt
2/31%
61
6t
611
63
61
6t
61
6
6
A

1/2//?T1

nl

nl

61
1/5tt

6F6

1/t
nl

6F6

1/t
1/51%
6

nl
63
nl
611
1/611
6t1
61
6t
6t
61
6t
6t
61
6t
6
1/-
as b8

nl
nl
6t

nl

6F6

1/t
nl

6F6

1/t
1/1%
6F6

nl
14D
1/t
1/t

nl

nl
141)
1/41)
1A
141t
1/41)
1/41)
1/41)
1/41)
1/41)

1/-

6F6
111
1/t
6F6

1/t
1/t
6F6

nl
1/41)
nl
nl
nl
nl
as 65
as 65
1/t
141t
as 65
1/41)
1/41)
1/41)
1/41)
6F6

AR 1853 USCM 1/2; 1856
Br pkt via US, 8d; US pkt 1/2d;
1860 Br pkt via US 8d F 6d:
1865 via US Br pkt 8dF6, US
pkt 1/2dF6; 1868 via USA
7dF6.

AR 1853 by USCM 1/2;
1868 via NY 7dF6.

1/-1% 711 via NY AR 1858 via Panama 2/41.

nl

nl
1/41)

nl
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nl

nl
1/41)

nl

1865 via NY Br pkt, AR via
St Thomas & Panama, 2/4t.

Figure 35. London to
Phila., 19 May 68, at

6d rate eff. 1.1.1868.
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1.1.1868

1.8.1869

1.1.1870

6.1.1870

1.6.1870
1.7.1870

Figure 37. Bristol to
Montreal, 13 Mar 69.
Paid 6d for Can. pack-
et but sent Cunard
(via U.S.), thus MORE
TO PAY 1d, or 3¢.

154

- NAUTICAL ﬁgf‘NSTRUMY.NTS,
 No. 1506 Water Street,

Anglo-US Postal Convention. UK to any part of the USA by pkt or private ship, reduced
to 6d (12 cents), PP. Fine in US on unpaid mail from UK, 5¢, on underpaid mail from the
USA to UK fined 6d + deficient postage. GPON 43/67 also announced reduced rates as
follows: UK to Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, PEI, Br Columbia, Vancouver’s
Island, Sandwich Islands, via USA; and to Bermuda via NY; reduced to 7d: Br Honduras
viaNY & N Orleans, 1/1d. Must be PP to Br Columbia & Vancouver. To Mexico, Colon,
Panama, via USA, 1/- PP,

R. Merrint & Sons,

Maniufacturers and Importers of

NEW YORK. ;

Sole Azents in U, 8, for Spencer Browning & Co.,
tondon,

Figure 36. New York, 7 Apr 69, to London at 12¢ (6d) rate.

TW. Between UK and Guatemala by Br Pkt (or partly by Br Pkt), uniform Br postage of
1/-.

Anglo-US Postal Convention of 3/14 Dec 1869 (GPON 41/69). To US by pkt or private
ship reduced to 3d PP,

TW. UK to Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick direct by Br or Canadian pkt, reduced
to 3d, PP. Underpaid fined 3d + deficiency. GPON 2/70 adds that letters to these destina-
tions via the US rated 4d PP.

GPON 17/70. UK to PEI direct by pkt or private ship, 3d; via USA, 4d; both PP, fine 3d.
GPON 22/70. By French pkt to Martinique & Guadaloupe, 1/- pr '/ 0z PP, unpaid dou-
ble.
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Figure 38. Hamilton, 15 May 73, to Glasgow. “Per Allan Line via Quebec” at 6¢ rate.

26.10.1871 GPON. “British Columbia having become part of the Dominion of Canada, all corre-
spondence for that province will henceforth be charged with the same rates and subject to
the same regulations as other parts of Canada.”

1.4.1872  TW. UK to Bermuda direct or via Halifax, 6d PP, fine 6d. Between Bermuda and Nova
Scotia by Br pkt, 3d.

29.12.1873 GPON. Bermuda “via St Thomas” by W India pkts, 1/- PP, unpaid fined on delivery.
Dates of pkts: 17.1.1874, 17.2.1874, 17.3.1874, 2.7.1874, 3.8.1874, 2.9.1874, 2.10.1874,
17.12.1874.

30.3.1874 GPON. “Information has been received of the establishment of a colonial mail service,
once a fortnight, between NY and Hamilton, Bermuda.” Sailing dates from NY: 16
April, 30 April, 14 May, 28 May, 11 & 25 June, 9 July. UK to Bermuda “via NY”, rate
7d.

Figure 39. New York, 9 Apr 73, to Dublin, forwarded to London, at 6¢ rate eff. 1.1.1870.

(To be continued)
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THE

WEILL
BROTHERS
STOCK

Important United States Stamps and Covers
United States Postmasters’ Provisionals
October 12 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

®escscensecs

1918 24¢ Airmail Invert,
the unique plate number block (Sc. C3a)

Millbury, Mass. 5¢ Black,
with original gum 1875 5¢ Taylor
(Sc. 7X1) Special Printing (Sc. 181)

Including the complete collection of Postmasters’ Provisionals
(lacking only four Scott-listed numbers to be complete), major
rarities of 19th Century Regular and Commemorative Issues,
and the unique 1918 24c Airmail Invert plate number block.

Set of two hardbound catalogues $30 ($15 each).

156
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THE
WEILL
BROTHERS
STOCK

Important Confederate States Stamps and Covers
October 13 at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
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Livingston, Ala. 5¢c Blue pair on cover (Sc. 51X1)

A comprehensive offering of Postmasters’ Provisionals, includ-
ing the major rarities, New Orleans and Louisiana Postal History,
General Issues on and off cover, and proofs from the De La Rue
archives. Hardbound catalogue $15.

Please send check or money order to:

Christie’s Stamp Department
502 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022

8 King Street, St. James’s
London SW1Y 6QT

CHRISTTE’S

ROBSON LOWE

Chronicle 143 / August 1989 / Vol. 41, No. 3 157




VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J.C. ARNELL
9. Payment of Foreign Postage through Forwarding Agents

Until the 1848 U.K./U.S. Postal Convention, the United States Post Office had no ar-
rangement, except with British North America (Vignette 8), for the collection of unpaid
U.S. postage or the prepayment of foreign postage on letters leaving the country. This
meant that all letters destined for overseas had to have the inland postage paid to the port
of departure, which could be done at the time of mailing or by sending a letter with the
postage unpaid to the care of a friend or agent at the port, who could pay the postage due
on receipt.

Although U.S. PL.&Rs provided instructions to postmasters at port cities for han-
dling & dispatch of mail overseas, many correspondents did not trust such services, there-
fore, the Forwarding Agent became a vital link in the dispatch of such letters. It was the
business of a forwarding agent to follow the arrivals and intended sailings of all vessels at
his port, so that any letters entrusted to his care could be given to the first captain planning
to call at a port compatible with the letters’ destinations.

There is very little information relating to forwarding agents’ fees for their services,
or to the method of reimbursement. In the early days the fees were probably nominal. Let-
ters were sent through the post to the forwarding agent, who would give them to a depart-
ing captain, along with a one- or two-cent gratuity for each one. On arrival at a foreign
port, the letters would be handed in at the port post office, and a second gratuity received,
which would be included with the inland postage from the port as part of the postage due.

r } 2 & -
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Figure 1. Triple express | ‘ in, : “ A
mail letter from New Or- ‘

leans, 15 June 1837, pre-
paid $2.25, c/o forwarder
Price, Ward & King, who
passed it to Gilpin’'s Ex-
change Reading Room and
Foreign Letter Office; there
endorsed to Dramatic Line
Garrick. At Liverpool back-
stamped “LIVERPOOL
SHIP LETTER,” rated 4/9
stg. due as triple (3 X 8d
ship + 3 X 11d inland).

The introduction of the American sailing packet companies after the War of 1812
brought a stability to overseas mails, for correspondents could depend on the vessels’ de-
parting on the advertised dates and where they were going; the earlier trading vessels went
where their cargoes took them. Persons living outside New York City could mail their let-
ters with the knowledge of when they would leave, provided that they were taken from the
post office to the ship. This led in the course of time to the establishment of “express com-
panies,” which collected letters in other cities and took them to New York and to the de-
parting vessel, thus providing an efficient mail service on the main routes out of New York.
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Figure 2. From New Or-
leans, 9 Apr 1842, due 50¢
(double) to N.Y., c/o Ed-
ward Beck & Co., who
made forwarding note on
back, endorsed it to Black
Ball New York, and handed
it to Hale’s Foreign Letter
Office. At Liverpool back-
stamped as SHIP on 9 May,
rated 8d (single) to Lon-
don.

When the British pioneer steamer companies began operating, they linked up with
prominent New York merchants, who had long experience with the American sailing pack-
ets, as their agents. These merchants had, in at least some cases, been established
forwarding agents, and may well have already been in the practice of providing a service
for the prepayment of foreign postage on letters. Nothing has been seen to confirm this,
however, in April 1839, Abraham Bell & Co., the agent for the Transatlantic Steam Ship
Company’s steamer Liverpool, published a notice listing the various “Ship’s Postage™
(Freight Money) rates, which had been introduced by the Great Western Steam Ship Com-
pany in June 1838 and soon adopted by the other steamship lines and the American sailing
packet companies. Included in this notice was the following paragraph:

FOREIGN POSTAGE - Letters for places out of the United Kingdom and France,

where the Inland Postage has to be paid by the Company, are charged one dollar per

single sheet, and in proportion for all others as above.

Wadsworth & Smith, the agents for the British & American Steam Navigation Com-
pany’s steamers British Queen and President published a nearly identical notice in Febru-
ary 1841, suggesting that $1.00 was the standard charge for arranging the payment of
postage through England and France. It is interesting to note that in the interval between
these two notices, the British inland postage rates were reduced from 11d (22 cents) be-
tween Liverpool and London to 1d (2 cents). The 20 cents difference must have been pock-
eted by the forwarding agents.

William E Harnden of Boston, who founded the first “Express’™ between that city and
New York to ensure delivery of letters to the pioneer steamers and the American sailing
packets, became the Freight Agent at Boston for the British & North American Steam
Packet Company (the Cunard Line), when it began operating between Liverpool and
Boston. As such, he opened an office in Liverpool, and with his previous experience as a
mail carrier, he was in a favored position to offer a foreign mail service, particularly as he
expanded his American operation to Philadelphia and Albany for the receipt of prepaid let-
ters from these places as well. By 1842, Harnden had linked up with Pomeroy & Co.,
which extended his service as far as Buffalo. His success was in large measure due to the
fact that, in addition to the prepayment of foreign postage option, letters were carried from
the various points to New York and Boston for 12'/> cents, while the less efficient U.S. Post
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Figure 3. Quadruple letter,
New Orleans, 22 March :
1843, $1.00 inland due to i ' g et iy

N.Y. In care of “Meyer & BT PRI vy o
Stucken” (on reverse), en- ; é

—errmgnt

,’f ¥ h ~ o st '//r-:’tr e Y
dorsed for Blue Swallow- ‘/.e ' T/ = (“é% :

tail Independence. Re- i P2 e -
ceived London 26 Apr, rat- WS : %/
ed 1/4 stg. due as double. : ‘ :

Office was charging 18/ cents.

Although Harnden’s foreign postage charges are not known, it seems probable that
those published by Pomeroy & Co. in 1844 were similiar. A Harnden letter to Canton has a
“Pd 1.70” on it, which is the same as the Pomeroy charge.

LETTER TARIFF
For Foreign Letters, by Pomeroy’s Letter Express
FROM NEW YORK TO

LIVETPOOL .ttt e D O
Any part of the United KingdOm .. .aiuisnsssismsisssssossssinssersssiessassasssassmmsatssssisimsrai 60
FLAIICE: crscusnsusnsosssinssissesansorsus s s e i sos o iy v RS SRS S SRS e BN DR s i o 88
o311 (/53 11 | o e U S 1.00
Germany, Austria, Denmark, Russia, Sweden and all

other Nonthof Burope:via BIANCE . ..eeesasesssrsssssisssssssssasissinsansagosssosatsiamsssmsr 1.19
Spain and Portugal; via France uwassusnsemssmmmimsssrmtssimisymisssasssimsisaiinsiasens 1.12

o via FAlMoth PACKEL .ucrnummuamaommmnsmammsrommimssmnmmmssmss s 132
Holland and the Netherlands .........c..ooeiiiiiiiiiiiii s 1.13
Tialy; Sicily and iSArGiia ..:coomiimmosuminimnsmreicstmmmmm e 515 T G T e 1.18
GHOTAIAT  i5:sussressmmnsess ooy e s a0 Y S S E PSSP RSP S AR S AN s 98
(315111 1T P OO NN 1.10
Jamaica and Leeward ISIands............coovviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciirecece e 98
Malta, Turkey, Greece and the Mediterranean

via Marseilles; perfirst packet v svsusmsinenusmsissssassiasssmnsismasimssississisas 1.43
i 6 (o T T S5 171 o T OO U — 1.38
Egypt and Burmah ........c.cooouiiiiiiiiiiicce e 1.40

TO INDIA

By Overland Mail ..uesmsemssnsmssissssmomsississmimsssmsmssssssvssiasssssssssssissaisssssss 1.70
BY Via: MATSEIES ;vvcrsvnoismamnummumnmmmsnaamsmisssorssmmmvossavmissonmis e s sseissin 1.40
By via: French PaCKet ....c.coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieece et 1.70
New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land ...........ccooieviininiininiineneeeseecceeienens 1.90

Selecting a range of the above tariffs and comparing them with the British postage
from New York to the same destinations, as given in P.O. Act 3&4 Vict., cap. 96, 1840, it
would appear that they were developed by adding a 15-cent New York-Boston private
postage to the British postage and then a 50 percent surcharge to the total, as shown:
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Destination British 15 cents 50 percent Total Above

Postage Added Surcharge Tariff
Liverpool 24¢ 39¢ 19'/¢ 581/2¢ 58¢
Any Part UK. 26¢ 41¢ 20'/2¢ 61')¢ 60¢
France 44¢ 59¢ 29'/¢ 88'/x¢ 83¢
Gibraltar } 50¢ 65¢ 32'/):¢ 97'/-¢ 98¢
Jamaica |}
Switzerland 52¢ 67¢ 33'/2¢ 100'/2¢ 100¢
Ostend 58¢ 73¢ 36'/¢ 109'/-¢ 110¢
North Europe 64¢ 79¢ 39')x¢ 118'/¢ 119¢
Egypt 78¢ 93¢ 46' /¢ 139'/:¢ 140¢

On 1 July 1845, the United States inland postage was reduced to five cents under 300
miles and ten cents over 300 miles, as a result of public pressure and to curtail the private
expresses. Then following the introduction of the American contract steamers in 1847,
postal conventions were signed with Britain, and Bremen, which eased the problem of pre-
paying the postage and overseas letters, as they could not be sent unpaid to and through
these countries.

Figure 4. From Malaga, Spain, 13 Feb 1845, by private trader to Phila., and there deliv-
ered to Hale & Co. By Hale service to Boston, charged 6¢. Entirely outside government
mails.

The foreign letter officers still had a role to fill, but had to reduce their charges in or-
der to compete with the postal service. This was reflected in a printed circular from Hale’s
Foreign Letter Office at 70 Wall Street, New York, which was sent to out-of-town postmas-
ters, probably in 1847 or 1848 before the advent of the postal convention with Great
Britain, for it begins:

Having, during the past ten years, been frequently called upon by Postmasters in
various parts of the country to forward letters to different places in Europe and Asia,

and PAY THE POSTAGE TO THE DESTINATIONS OF THE LETTERS, I am induced

to send this circular to some of the leading Postmasters in the United States, and enable

you to do for those in your vicinity what ought to be done by the Government. And, I

hope the time is not far distant, when the liberal propositions which have been made by

our General Post-office Department will be acceded to by Great Britain.

There are, doubtless, many persons near your office who would be desirous to

pay the whole charges on the letters they may wish to send to their friends abroad, as by

making the contents of this paper know, it will not only oblige them, but put money into

the Post-office Department, in as much as the inland postage to New York would have

to be paid; and which now the Government loses, having no means to pay the expenses
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Figure 5. Beirut, Lebanon,
16 Apr 1853, sent privately
to Rathbone & Bros. Co.,
Liverpool, who assigned
#2160 in their backstamp,
and mailed unpaid 13 May
on Cunard Europa from
Liverpool 14 May to
Boston. In closed bag to
N.Y., where rated 24¢ due.

I shall be glad to receive from you and forward, (by steamers which leave New

York or Boston once in five days,) all letters you may have offered to you for foreign

countries TO BE PRE-PAID, upon your remitting to me with the letters the rates in the

following schedule. The postage to New York must be paid to you; and, in addition to

my rates, you might charge such commission as would remunerate you for your trouble.

Remittances may be made with United States postage stamps, if you prefer it.

The rates, which are shown below, appear to be based on the British postage with an
additional fifty percent added to the postage for less than half an ounce. This represents a
reduction from the Pomeroy rates given above, as the surcharge is applied only to the first
increment of postage.

Under half oz. Half to one oz.

To England, Scotland, Ireland, or Wales 37') 62'/>

To France, Germany, Denmark and Holland...............cccceeene. 56 94

Figure 6. New York, 30 June 1841, conveyed to Boston by Harnden’s Express and deliv-
ered to Cunard Columbia, sailed 1 July, arr. Liverpool 15 July. Backstamped
”"AMERICA/LIVERPOOL"” in double oval. London struck boxed “PACKET LETTER,” debit-
ed France 1/-. In France marked 26 decimes due: 12 decimes to G.B. and 14 decimes in-
ternal for 690 kilometers Calais to Bordeaux, under 7'/: grams.
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Figure 7. New York 28 Feb 1844, taken to Boston by Harndens Express for Hibernia,
sailed 1 Mar. London debited Belgium 2/4 (1/- TA, 1/4 G.B.-Ostend). Backstamped “AN-
GLETERRE/OSTEND” on 15 Mar and charges accounted: “Debours entranger [foreign]
2/4; TAXE REDUITE [converted] 30; PORT BELGE [Belgian postage] 15,” for total of 45
decimes due.

To Sweden, Russia, Prussia, Austria, Hamburg,

Switzerland and all the North of Europe.........cccccceoveeiennn. 62'/)> 1,00
To Spain, Portugal, Italy, Sicily, Greece, Sardinia,

Turkey, Malta, and Gibraltar..........ccoccovveeieieieienieieecnee. 75 1,12
To Madeira, St. Helena, Cape Good Hope.........ccccoevveriuvennnene 87'/): 1,25
To China, Batavia, Calcutta, Madras, Bombay,

Singapore, Manilla, and New South Wales ............cccceeee. 1,05 1,80

For every half ounce over one ounce, add half a single rate.

All packages to be paid to New York, and addressed “HALE’S FOREIGN LETTER OF-

FICE, 70 Wall Street, New York.”

The practice of paying a surcharge to foreign letter offices to handle overseas letters
stopped fairly soon after the several postal conventions made it possible to prepay the for-
eign postage on letters sent through the Post Office. A few letters bearing a Harnden
“PAID TO DESTINATION" handstamp, which seem to be the last, are dated 1850.

Figure 8. Letter from Harnden & Co., Liverpool, 4 Jan 1847; circular marking “HARNDEN
& Co./of Liverpool/Have Paid Postage/To LIVERPOOL O/O/TRANSATLANTIC 1/-/TO BE
COLLECTED 1/-/by/HARNDEN & Co. of U.S.” By Hibernia, arr. Boston 25 Jan. Delivered
privately by Harnden N.Y. agent who collected amount noted plus service charges.
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Your Outstanding Collection
Deserves The Distinction Of
The President’s Sale!"z.........

THE— % AM SEEKING THE APPROPRIATE COLLECTION

P FOR THE STEVE IVY PRESIDENT’S SALE AT
RESIDENT S WORLD STAMP EXPO ’89.’

« “‘Have you been waiting for an extraordinary opportunity to sell your
prime collection? If so, please call me at once. I believe I have the sale
you’ve been waiting for. The Steve Ivy President’s Sale at World Stamp
Expo ’89 will be devoted exclusively to one or two exceptional collections.
On the day of the sale, your finest material will be displayed at an
invitation-only lot viewing and reception at the Sheraton Washington Hotel
in Washington D.C. Immediately following the reception, the world’s
leading collectors and dealers will gather for this impressive sale. Never
before have I had the exciting opportunity to select the one or two premier
© 1989 Steve Ivy Philatelic Auctions, Inc. collections of the highest quality for this sale. And never before has there

164 Chronicle 143 / August 1989 / Vol. 41, No. 3



been an event like World Stamp Expo ’89, where your prestige collection
will be sold to top international buyers who appreciate its uncommon
value.’

1

OUR FINEST STAMPS WILL BE DISPLAYED IN
YOUR EXCLUSIVE FULL-COLOR
PRESIDENT’S SALE CATALOG.”

““You are probably familiar with our attractive sale catalogs. Each one
features hundreds of stamps and covers with full-color photography and
detailed philatelic descriptions. That same professional care will be focused
on your personalized President’s Sale catalog. Rarely have I been able to
devote an entire catalog to one unique collection, and I look forward to
working with you personally on its production.”’

HE WORLD’S LARGEST GATHERING
OF INTERNATIONAL COLLECTORS AND
DEALERS WILL BE YOUR BUYERS!”’

““Your collection will be showcased in leading philatelic journals
throughout America and Europe. As you may already be aware, Steve Ivy
Philatelic Auctions is highly regarded for its expertise in attracting top
buyers, who can bid on your stamps by mail or FAX directly from the
President’s Sale catalog. In addition, more than 100,000 collectors and
dealers from over a hundred nations around the world are expected to
attend the World Stamp Expo ’89. This is the philatelic exposition of the
decade, an ideal time to reach the global market your exceptional collection
deserves!”’

THE SALE OF YOUR
FINEST MATERIAL.”

“Why am I so excited about this sale? It isn’t often that I have the chance
to select the best collections and devote my personal attention to every
aspect of their sale. Even more exciting is the World Stamp Expo ’89, an
excellent venue for the sale of your finest material. Together, these two
events - the Steve Ivy President’s Sale and World Stamp Expo 89 - make
up a highly favorable selling environment that is not to be missed. I hope
you will be the one to sieze this opportunity for selling your distinctive
collection. It won’t come again, so why not call me right now?”’

N P LEASE CALL ME AND LET’S DISCUSS

Please Call:

1-800-STAMPS-1 (782-6771)
Sale Date: November 25
Consignment Deadline: September 11

S’I‘EVE IVY PHILATELIC AUCTIONS

The Heritage Building ® 311 Market Street ® Dallas, Texas 75202-9990

AE: WATS: 1-800-STAMPS-1 (782-6771) ® In Texas: 214-742-2200 GF§

Selected as an Official Auctioneer for Ameripex '86,
Interpex 1987-1989, the APS Sales 1984-1990, and the World Stamp Expo
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PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS

FRANK MANDEL, Editor

“CHARGE"” INSTEAD OF “FREE” —
THE DEPARTMENTAL FRANKING “BROWNOUT"” OF 1845-47
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

From our beginnings of government until 1873, the incumbents of posts in the execu-
tive departments who received or sent volumes of mail were given the franking privilege
— except for a two year hiatus, 1845-1847.

The Act of March 3, 1845, recognizing that abuse of the franking privilege had be-
come a way of life for most of those in the government, repealed all prior legislation con-
ferring franking. Congress then graciously restored the privilege to themselves, the Presi-
dent, Vice President, the ex-presidents and their widows, all on a “personal” basis in that
they could frank personal or unofficial mail and were not limited to just their official mails.
In addition, the privilege was again granted to the postmasters and the state governors on a
more limited scale.

They also gave the franking privilege to the three Assistant Postmasters General, but
for official business only. The franking privilege wasn’t given to the Postmaster General, or
any other cabinet member, or any other official in any of the executive departments.

ﬁé‘ /Z{ﬁ{z ne -
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Figure 1. Covers sent by Col. Joseph Totten of the Army Engineers, franked in 1844 (top)
bearing a “FREE” postmark, and, in 1846, with “Charge Engineer Department” and
“PAID” and “10” markings in addition to Washington postmarks. Both covers bear Tot-
ten’s signature, the top as a frank; the bottom to authorize the postage being charged by
the Washington post office.

The new law required all those government officials who had “previously had the
franking privilege [that is, the departmental officers] to keep account of all postage
charged and payable by them upon letters, packages, or other matters received through the
mail touching upon the duties of their respective offices ...” and these charges were to be
refunded to them quarterly by their own bureaus, offices, etc.
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In other words, they had to finance their own postal charges until the government got
around to paying them — assuming the auditors would allow the charges.

Two years later, the Act of March 3, 1847, allotted $200,000.00 per year to the Post
Office Department to cover the government’s free mail service (this was soon raised to half
a million dollars a year) and although that Act didn’t say a word about restoring the frank-
ing privilege to the Departments, the accompanying regulations of the Post Office Depart-
ment restored the franking privilege “to all public officers who were entitled to the frank-
ing privilege prior to the Act of the 3rd of March, 1845.” The regulations also added a few
posts.

The late Ted Stevens, who collected and wrote about franks, had called the period af-
ter the abolishment of the franking privilege throughout the government in 1873, until it
was finally restored about as it is today in 1895, the franking “*blackout,” so the two year
hiatus of 1845, applying only to the departmental officers, was dubbed the “brownout pe-
riod.”

Figure 2. Col. Joseph Totten.

Prior to the “brownout™ period, all official mail from each office and bureau, with
some exceptions, was franked by officials having the privilege by law; if a particular offi-
cial didn’t have the privilege, mail was usually sent to the next higher official on the totem
pole who did. All mail addressed to the various offices was received free under the same
laws; this was in an era when most mail was sent collect, so that for Departments with
large numbers of people in the field, the official mail they received was free franked and
what they sent was addressed to an official in their Department who had the franking privi-
lege.

The “brownout™ caused problems to two of the Departments with large numbers of
people in the field not having the franking privilege. These were the War and Treasury De-
partments; the other Department with large numbers of field offices was the Post Office
but the Postmasters had the franking privilege, 1845-47 and before and afterwards.

The War Department had field officers who had accounts for ordnance, quartermaster
supplies, commissary, etc., and when the franking privilege of their superiors at Washing-
ton to whom their mail was sent was lost, while the people in the field could still send their
mail collect, that which they received had to be paid for unless it was prepaid.

The same was true of the Treasury Department’s Customs people, and other tax col-
lectors.

Both the Treasury and War Departments apparently decided to prepay such mail
rather than go through lots of paperwork regarding postal accounts. Figure 1 shows a pair
of covers sent by Col. Joseph G. Totten, Chief Engineer of the Army. The cover with the
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Figure 3. Sent from the Quartermaster Dept. of the Army in Washington in July 1846,
this cover is endorsed “Charge” and “Qu. Mas. Gens Office” with the signature of
William A. Gordon, “CC” (Chief Clerk) of that office, authorizing the postage to be
charged. The Washington post office marked the cover “PAID” and “5” for its postage to
Philadelphia.

1844 date is franked by Totten and marked “Free” and the lower cover bears the legend,
“Charge Engineer Department” and is also marked “PAID and “10” on the cover sent to
Gen. Z. Taylor, Commanding U.S. Army, Mexico. The cover was sent to New Orleans to be
carried to the Mexican coast by a despatch vessel.

Totten, shown in Figure 2, was Chief Engineer of the Army from 1838 until he died in
office in 1864. While the law had, until 1845, required that he frank the mail from his of-
fice, as no one else had the privilege, during the brownout period, most of the authoriza-
tions to charge the postage were signed by clerks delegated to do the job.

Figure 3 shows a cover sent by the Army Quartermaster General’s Office but rather
than being signed by the Quartermaster General, General Jesup, it bears the signature of
his Chief Clerk, William Gordon (Figure 4), authorizing the Washington post office to
charge the postage as prepaid.

Figure 4. William A. Gordon.

Later, Gordon, a career clerk in the War Department, did have the franking privilege
in the same post.

The Treasury Department also used subordinate people to sign outgoing mail to au-
thorize charging the postage. Figure 5 shows a pair of covers signed by William B. Ran-
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Figure 5. At bottom: Endorsed “charge/ Treasury of the U. States,” with the initials,
“Wm B R,” this cover was sent during the brownout of 1845-7 to a bank at Pittsburgh.
The cover at the top, sent in 1860, confirms the name behind the initials on the lower
cover was William B. Randolph, Chief Clerk of the United States Treasury.

dolph, Chief Clerk of the Treasury of the United States. The upper cover, mostly con-
cealed, shows Randolph’s signature when he franked mail as Acting Treasurer of the Unit-
ed States in 1860, and it bears his full signature as required. The lower cover, endorsed
“charge/Treasury of the U.States,” sent during the brownout period, bears only Randolph’s
initials, which was probably the “squiggle” he normally applied to informal papers passing
across his desk.

@/ 7 //‘/)‘ze' .

Figure 6. Some of those signing to authorize charging postage were not prominent, as is
the case on this cover on business of the Revenue Marine Cutter Service, part of the Cus-
toms effort to prevent smuggling. Addressed to a Lieutenant of the service at Castine,
Maine, it bears the signature of Capt. Alexander V. Fraser of the Service, and Washington
postal markings showing it to have been prepaid with 10¢ postage.

Randolph and Gordon were easily identified, but the signature on the cover shown in
Figure 6, a long, narrow envelope sent during the brownout period and addressed to an of-
ficer in the “Revenue Marine” required some research. From the U.S. Register for 1845,
which lists names, posts and pay of all government officials, it was learned that the signa-
ture on the cover was that of Capt. Alexander V. Fraser of the U.S. Revenue Marine Cutter
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Service. Incidentally, the addressee’s name is actually Supply Clapp Foss, as shown by the
same list!

Brownout covers, although having a quite similar appearance to franked covers and,
at times, signatures of officials who had the franking privilege, before and after, normally
will bear markings showing postage to be paid and the word “charge” together with the
identification of what office to charge.

From the standpoint of office efficiency, the process probably saved a lot of paper-
work, since if such letters were sent collect, the addressees would also have to have kept
accounts that would have to have been audited, approved and paid. Since, under the law of
1845, each office also had to keep such an account as well, and so did the Washington post
office, the system probably worked well. It also had another advantage in that the supervis-
ing officials who normally franked mail could have used their time for other things than
signing their names on letters.
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“MYLAR" IS A TRADE NAME OF DUPONT  **'TUCK'S TS" IS A TRADE NAME OF TAYLOR-MADE PAT APPLIED FOR J

Excellent United States
STAMPS, COVERS AND PROOFS

Send $1.00 for your
fully illustrated Net Price Sale
catalogue of excellent United States
stamps, covers and proofs.

O Aggressive buyers of quality U.S. stamps.
O Expert appraisals and collection consultation.
O Personalized want list service.

DAVID CHAMPAGNE INC.

POST OFFICE BOX 361095
MELBOURNE, FLORIDA 32936 g
A 5

(407) 773-9217
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GUIANA.

The One Cent Magenta

Owned by one of our clients.
We can help you build your
Great Collection as well.

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
Professional Philatelist
P.O. Box 373
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
(215) 356-3758
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U.S. CARRIERS

ROBERT MEYERSBURG, Editor

SARATOGA SPRINGS — POSTMASTER’S PROVISIONAL
ROBSON LOWE

When the great collection formed by Count Ferrary was sold in 1921-23 in a series of
auctions by M. G. Gilbert in Paris, a postmaster’s provisional was included used on a cover
from Saratoga Springs. Alas, there is no filing endorsement so the year date is a matter of
conjecture.
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Figure 1. The cover (ex-Ferrary) with Saratoga Springs postmaster’s provisional. Post-
marked AUG 10, no year date, and with oval UNION HALL in blue.

The cover bears PAID in an oval frame and 5 struck on blue on thin paper and adher-
ing to the letter with a smudge of sealing wax. In the same shade of blue is the Saratoga
Springs circular datestamp. The rate of 5 (cents) ) is written in a magenta ink. There is also
an impression in a deeper blue reading UNION HALL SARATOGA SPRINGS in a double
oval. The address is as follows:

Mr. Leonard W. Lawrence
Smithstown

Suffolk County

Long Island N.Y.

An entire letter has come to light with the same Saratoga Springs c.d.s., the same
manuscript 5 in magenta ink, a blue straightline paid and a manuscript in black ink “Paid
Union Hall.” The letter is so headed on June 30th, 1846, and is signed by Washington Put-
nam who was asking Mr. Shepherd to label 50 bibles “Union Hall Saratoga Springs.” The
bibles were to be sent by steamboat.

If the Union Hall handstamp arrived after 1 July 1846 then the letter with the post-
master’s provisional could well be dated the same year.

A further point of interest is that the letter dated June 30th, 1846, is sent to:

D. Shephard Esq.,
Care of Wm. B. White Esq.,
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Figure 2. Cover with same Saratoga Springs postmark, manuscript “Union Hall” origin,
and dated JUL 1, 1846. It suggests that the pm provisional cover in Figure 1 may also be
dated 1846.

Howard Hotel,
New York
The Howard Hotel was the terminus for letters carried outside the mails from Canada
and elsewhere at that time and had a receiving station for the New York City Despatch
Post.

LETTERS OF GOLD

by Jesse L. Coburn

The absorbing story of the mails in California from
Spanish control to 1869. Emphasis is placed on the Gold
Rush period: mail routes by sea and overland, express
companies and their markings, illustrated envelopes
and letter sheets, and postal markings on stampless
and stamped mail.

Over 1,250 photographs, with 16 pages in color,
illustrate this fascinating chapter in our nation’s history.
Hardbound, 400 pages.

Winner of Gold for Literature
in all competitions entered:

THREE INTERNATIONAL and TWO NATIONAL GOLDS

Available at $50.00 postpaid
from
U.S.P.C.S., 2030 Glenmont Dr. NW, Canton, Ohio 44708
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AN IMPORTANT HOLDING OF THE 1847 ISSUES
EMERGES FROM OBSCURITY

To Be Sold By Robert G. Kaufmann Auction Galleries

The holding is revealed as a major collection of the classic issues of 1847 assembled
by its two consecutive owners over a period of forty years. The core of the collection was
formed in the late 1950s through the 1970s and contains examples previously in a broad
spectrum of notable collections: Ackerman, Emerson, Sweet, Dick, Caspary, Sinkler,
Gibson, Sampson, West, Meroni and Chase.

Wheeling West Va. Precancels Hudson River Mail Troy & N. Y. Steamboat

The present owner has wide ranging interests, from fine art to Americana. He
acquired the collection by private treaty a number of years ago and embarked on the goal of
forming an in-depth study of the first government emissions. The collection was broadened
with significant purchases from the Grunin, Hubbard and Rust collections. Included now are
examples of all the major double transfers, a presentation of the complete color and plate
impression ranges by year of issue of both the Sc and 10c issues, and an extensive selection
of stamps and covers showing fancy cancellations and domestic and foreign usages, all in
outstanding condition. While the collection has been organized by frame, a total of eight
frames, it has never been exhibited.

Way 6 Canadian Target

Mr. Kaufmann commented, "In all my years of handling auction consignments, I
don't know when I've ever enjoyed studying a collection as much as this one. It's like a
doctoral thesis on the classic 1847s. Sensibly organized, with sensibly selected examples,
and sensibly written up. It goes to show what a discriminating collector can achieve in
putting together a complete collection even in today's competitive market."

Mr. Kaufmann announced the collection will be sold at public auction October 11 in

the Savoy Room of the Plaza Hotel in New York City. A buffet will be served. He strongly
recommends reservations for the auction and buffet.
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THE "ELITE" COLLECTION

OF THE
1847 ISSUE

Public Auction 61 October 11, 1989

-
o
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Superb 10c 1847 tied by a " Steamer 10" cancel

Auction to be held in the Savoy Room The Plaza, Fifth Avenue at Fifty-Ninth Street. A full color
catalog, including Prices Realized, is available for $5.

y ~ ROBERT G. KAUFMANN

Auction Galleries, Inc.

P.O. Box 1895 540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township N.]. 07470
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD

THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

GOING THE WRONG WAY!
AN EARLIEST KNOWN DATE OF USE REVISED TO A LATER DATE
JEROME S. WAGSHAL

In the past five or so decades, since earliest known dates of use have become of in-
creasing interest to postal historians, it has been a relatively common occurrence for dis-
coveries to be made which moved such dates to an earlier point. This is particularly true of
the three cent 1851 and 1857 stamps, where there are so many covers which have survived
that new ones are constantly being brought to light and/or being examined by knowledge-
able persons.

I cannot, however, recall an earliest known date having been revised to a later date af-
ter having been established by responsible students. However, such a case appears to have
arisen recently.

In the Kelleher sale of the Beals material in June 1988, lot 211 was described as be-
ing a Plate 2 late orange brown on January 12, 1852, cover, and the earliest known date of
use of the /late state of Plate 2. As far as I can determine this was the cover on which the
Plate 2 late earliest known usage was based. The provenance of this cover was excellent,
since: (i) It had Dr. Chase’s notation, in his familiar hand, on the back noting that the stamp
was S9R2L, and an example of the rare orange brown from the late state of Plate 2; and (ii)
It came from the collection of a knowledgeable philatelist. Indeed, the auction catalog re-
ported that Dave Beals had paid $230 for the cover ten years ago in 1978. The cover, which
originated in Orwell, O., bore a manuscript town marking, and the stamp was a cut-in copy
with a manuscript cancel not tying it to the cover, although the stamp had a rich color.

Both Plates 1 Late and 2 Late have rare printings in orange-brown inks from the time
that they were first put to press. Nevertheless, all of the stamps from these two plates,
whether orange-brown or some later color, are deemed to be Scott No. 11 and not Scott
No. 10. So, even though the stamp discussed here is described as being orange-brown, the
point is that we are discussing the earliest known date from Plate 2 Late which is a Scott
No. 11 stamp.

With the Chase notation on the back I was prepared to accept the cover as what it was
claimed to be. However, Frank Mandel, who had noted the cover in passing, commented to
me that he thought the stamp was indeed an OB. (*May the shade of Dr. Chase look down
kindly on me,” Frank says.) Spurred by this comment, I examined the cover, after receiving
it at home, and compared it with positions S9R early and late in my plating. The compari-
son copies were both good prints, since the plating had originally been made by Dr. Chase,
and had been improved for four decades by DeVere Card.

Nevertheless, I was unable to come to a definite conclusion. Position 59R was not the
subject of any identifying recutting between its early and late stages and there was no
clearly defined key to distinguishing between them.

Accordingly, I sought the assistance of two experts. Bill McDaniel examined the cover
with its S9R, and wrote me a detailed letter specifying the subtle differences between the
two states in position S9R. He concluded that the stamp was the early state of position
S9R.

Subsequently, Tom Alexander came to the same conclusion. I felt I needed at least
two experts of this stature to return the cover in the face of Dr. Chase’s notation on the back
of the cover. With these opinions the return was accepted.
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Conclusion

It is the usual situation for an orange brown stamp to be the desired plate variety
rather than the more common No. 11 to be such. However, in this unusual context, the
identification of this stamp as an OB meant that the cover was nothing more than an aver-
age-margined pen cancelled Orange Brown on an ordinary cover, rather than an important
postal history landmark.

In the process, the hitherto accepted earliest-known-date-of-use of plate 2 late, Jan-
uary 12, 1852, has been called into question.

The matter is now open to the USPCS and philately in general. Who can provide a
record of a Plate 2 /ate stamp used on January 12, 1852, or a date shortly thereafter, which
might qualify as the earliest known date of use?

THREE CENT 1851 FIRST DAY COVERS

In connection with work on a new 3¢ 1851-1861 book, the section editor would like to
compile a photographic record of all known first day covers. If you own such an item, a
black and white glossy photograph will be much appreciated. The record will be published
in the Chronicle, and credit will be given to all who contribute to the listing. Please write
the section editor at 922 Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri 64106.

FREE RETURNED LETTERS
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

By 1860 the pressure on the Dead Letter Office became very great because of a vast
increase in the number of undeliverable letters entering the mails. In an attempt to relieve
that pressure it was proposed such letters be returned directly to their writers rather than
through the Dead Letter Office and that they be returned free of any forwarding postage.
On 23 July 1860 an enabling act was passed:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That when any person shall endorse on any letter his
or her name, and place of residence, as writer thereof, the same, after remaining un-
called for at the office to which it is directed, thirty days, or the time the writer may di-
rect, shall be returned, by mail, to said writer: and no such letters shall be advertised,
nor shall the same be treated as dead letters, until so returned to the post office of the
writer, and there remain uncalled for for one quarter.

The regulations promulgated by the Postmaster General appeared in the United States
Mail & Post Office Assistant of October, 1860 (Vol. 1, No. 1, p. 3):

A letter on which the writer has endorsed his or her name, and place of residence,
without direction as to the time of remaining uncalled for, must be returned, by mail, to
such writer, after the expiration of thirty days.

When, in addition to the name and residence of the writer, the time for holding a
letter (whether more or less than thirty days) is specified, such time must be observed.

The law, strictly interpreted, requires that the name and residence of the writer
shall be written on the letter.

A simple business card printed on a letter is therefore not to be regarded, unless a
person shall endorse on it, in writing, his or her name as writer thereof, agreeably to the
terms of the law.

The date of receiving such letters must be carefully stamped or written on them,
and also the dates when remailed.

A regular account must be kept of letters returned, showing the name and address
of the writer, to whom sent, and the date of remailing, and the name of the person to
whom originally addressed, with the periods during which they remained uncalled for.

A similar account should be kept of “returned letters” RECEIPTED. In making up

mails, the number of such letters sent should be specially noted on Post Bills.
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Figure 1. “If not called for within two weeks after its receipt.” May 1860.

Send copies to the Dead Letter Office weekly, twice a month, monthly, or once in

six weeks, according to the classification of Regulation 181.

Across the face of such letters should be plainly written or stamped the words

“Returned to writer.”

Such letters are in no case to be advertised, either at the office to which originally

addressed or at the one to which returned.

No additional postage is chargeable for returning letters to the writers.

In the 16 January 1989 issue of Linn’s Richard B. Graham’s Postal History column dis-

cussed the beginnings of free returned letters. He pointed out that such free return handling
of endorsed covers was possible only from July 1860 to February 1861, citing a comment
in the announcement of a new Act of 27 February 1861 that “the law now requires post-
masters to charge the usual rates on returned letters.”

Two different styles of return corner cards are shown here, used during the “free” pe-
riod.
That many commercial establishments were willing to pay return postage to retrieve

their undeliverable mail is seen by the increasing number of return corner cards that ap-
peared from 1861 to 1866, when free returns were reinstituted. Figure 3 is an example.
Note that all of these return cards specify a different holding period.
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Figure 2. “If not taken out in ten days...” November 1860.

Chronicle 143 / August 1989 / Vol. 41, No. 3



Figure 3. “... please return if not called for in five days ...".

In his 1860 Report the Postmaster General had signaled the probable end of the sys-
tem, saying “The new law concerning the return of letters, upon which the names and post
offices of the writer were indorsed, was communicated specially to all postmasters: but, as
yet, it seems to have been measurably inoperative.” Even a casual reading of the Regula-
tions shows why — shades of the modern practice of making and retaining three copies of
any original document being discarded!

Neither Graham nor this writer has ever seen an example of a cover that was actually
returned during the free period, with appropriate markings. Does anyone have an example
that we can share with our readers?

SAILINGS OF THE UNITED STATES MAIL
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

(Continued from Chronicle 142:109)

1852 Arrivals of Mail Steamships at
The Port of New York from Panama & Nicaragua

Apr. 28, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF THE NORTHERN LIGHT TWELVE DAYS LATER
FROM CALIE The S.S. Northern Light, arrived at this port last night with 12 days later intelligence
from Calif. She left San Juan de Nicaragua on the 19th and Havana on the 23rd inst. The news from
Calif. was brought down on the Pacific side by the S.S. Pacific which left San Francisco on the
evening of the Ist inst.

May 2, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF THE CRESCENT CITY. This S.S. arrived at this port yes-
terday morning with Calif. mails to the 5th ult., as well as passengers and freight. The news by the
Crescent City is nearly five days later than that received by the Northern Light. The Golden Gate left
San Francisco Apr. 5. 10 A.M., and arrived at Monterey 8 P.M., same day. She left that port 11 PM.
Apr. 6, and saw a steamer bound up supposed to be the S.S. Oregon from Panama. The mails from
Calif. had a narrow escape in coming down the Chagres River and nothing but the exertions of Maj.
Ferris, the mail agent and his assistants saved them. In coming down the river the mail boat struck a
snag and was sunk together with the mail. Had the accident occurred a few rods further down the
stream, the entire mail would have been lost and probably also the lives of all on the boat. The entire
letter mail was saved and in good order but the newspapers were soaked.

May 17, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF THE DANIEL WEBSTER. This S.S. arrived last night
with Calif. advices to the 16th ult., being 11 days later than hereto received. The Daniel Webster
came from San Juan which place she left 8 days ago with passengers etc., brought down from San
Francisco by the Steamer Independence.

Chronicle 143 / August 1989 / Vol. 41, No. 3 179



May 18, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF THE ILLINOIS. The U.S. Mail S.S. Illinois arrived yes-
terday morning from Aspinwall on May 8, via Havana the 13th, with passengers and mail from San
Francisco of Apr. 18th. The Sierra Nevada and El Dorado sailed for New York the same day in the
morning. The Illinois made the passage down in 7 days 10 hours and 40 minutes, being by far the
quickest time ever made, and beating her own unrivaled run of 7 days 16 hours. She ran from Aspin-
wall to Havana in 3 days 15 hours and from Havana to New York in 5 days 19 hours, both of which it
is believed to be the quickest ever made between these places.

June 3, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF THE NORTHERN LIGHT EIGHTEEN DAYS LATER
FROM CALIE The S.S. Northern Light arrived yesterday with news etc., from Calif. She left San
Juan on the 17th day of May and Aspinwall, Navy Bay on Tues., May 15, noon. She arrived at this
port at 5 PM. yesterday, eight days five hours. The Steamer Crescent City and Philadelphia were in
Aspinwall awaiting the arrival of the U.S. Mail Steamer Columbia which left San Francisco on the
2nd of May with mails and treasure. The S.S. United States was also there to sail on the 20th ult. for
New York via Kingston, Jamaica. The S.S. Winfield Scott arrived at Panama on the 2 1st of May with
passengers etc. from Calif. She left San Francisco on the 6th of May. The last steamer, the Northern-
er, which left San Francisco on the 17th of April took $1,526,630.

June 5, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF EMPIRE CITY AND CRESCENT CITY. The S.S. Cres-
cent City arrived here yesterday noon from Aspinwall. She brings gold dust, mail and passengers of
the Steamer Columbia. The Crescent City left Navy Bay on the evening of the 25th of May. The S.S.
Empire City arrived at the same time from New Orleans and Havana. She sailed from N.O. May 25,
arrived at Havana 8 P.M. on the 27th, sailing from there on the 30th ult.

June 12, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF S.S. ILLINOIS. She arrived yesterday noon with advices
from San Francisco to the 18th ult., being ten days later than previously received. The Illinois left
Aspinwall on the night of the 4th inst., making the run in 7 days and 5 hours; the quickest ever made.
The Pac. M.S. Co.’s Steamer Oregon left San Francisco on the morning of the 10th ult. for Panama
with the mails etc. The S.S. Oregon arrived at Panama with 384 passengers.

June 22, 1852, N.Y. Herald. The S.S. Prometheus, Capt. Graffam, from San Juan del Norto on the
1 1th inst., reached this port yesterday morning at 6:20 with passengers etc. The news from Calif. is
only two days later than was received by the Illinois.

June 29, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF THE CRESCENT CITY ELEVEN DAYS LATER
FROM CALIE The S.S. Crescent City arrived yesterday afternoon with news from Calif. to the Ist
inst. On the morning of the 25th at sunrise passed the S.S. Illinois outward bound.

(To be continued)

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Puerto Rico postal history pre-
1918. Send copies or on approval to Fred
Rodriguez, P.O. Box 112005 Miami, FL
33111.

Siegel Auction Catalogs for sale, No. 250
to date. Send your want list. Will pur-
chase Siegel catalogs before No. 650.
Jim Lee, P.O. Box 1332, Arlington
Heights, IL 60006-1332. Eve: 312-215-
1231.

WANTED: Chronicles #45 and 47. Philip T.

WANTED: Chronicle #65; PLR 1st Series,
Nos. 2, 22; 2nd Series, Nos. 2, 35; New-
bury Ill Sale; Frajola Sales 9 & 38; Paige

Wall, 536 Woodvale Dr., Greensboro, N.C.
27410.

WANTED: USA covers to the DWI, or DWI
covers to USA, pre-1900. Send photo-
copy with price. No offer unanswered. Dr.
Roger G. Schnell, 4800 NE 20th Terrace,

Sales 10, 11, 17, 19, 31. Joe H. Crosby,
3707 E. 66th Street, Tulsa, Ok. 74136.

YOUR AD HERE FOR 50¢ A LINE.

Send payment to: Robert L. Toth,

10015 Vista Dr., North Royalton, OH 44133.
Next Deadline Sept. 15.
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PB BOXES

The Clam Shell design for convenient storage in a book shelf and for easy examina-
tion and display of your pages. Each PB box will hold from 50 to 75 pages with Mylar
sleeves. They are covered in a rich Sailcloth and are available in Red, Blue and Green,
each $55.00

PB PAGES

Convenient 8'/2 x 11 inch size, 14 mil thick 100% Cotton Rag, Archival Quality, Neu-
tral pH, Not to be confused with neutralized ground wood pulp paper. Not punched
for a binder thus the full page size is available for mounting, No friction between
binder, page and mylar.

Pages, Blank or with a light gray-blue Quadrille, per 25 $25.00
Paneled pages, light embossing around the four edges

blank or quadrille, per 25 $35.00
Custom Steel Engraved Page Headings

request detail sheet, set up charge about $150.00

PB MYLAR SLEEVES
Made especially for us by Taylor Made, 3 mil, one side open

to fit above pages, per 25 $20.00
PAGE SAMPLER
One quadrille, one blank paneled with engraved head, one Mylar

sleeve, paper sample to try your ink, order form. $3.00

LEONARD H. HARTMANN
Philatelic Bibliopole

P. O. Box 36006, Louisville, Ky 40233
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

1860-1863 THREE CENTS PLUS ONE CENT PLUS ONE CENT
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The title of these notes parrots those of articles relative to a controversy between two
of our early philatelic titans, Elliott Perry and Stanley B. Ashbrook. They produced a series
of articles, notes, and discussion that filled many pages in various publications of the
1940s, including Stamps magazine, the H. L. Lindquist Stamp Specialist India Book and
Perry’s own Pat Paragraphs, the latter being included in the Bureau Issues Association
compilation published in 1981.

Figure 1 shows a cover that was the main focus of the controversy. This cover, illus-
trated by both Ashbrook and Perry in the articles, bears two 1¢ 1861 stamps and a single
3¢ of the same issue, presumably the rose shade, but I have only illustrations to judge by
(although undoubtedly we would have been informed if it was any other shade). The
stamps are tied with New York townmarks applied cancelling the stamps, contrary to the
PL. & R. of the time, which demanded that a separate cancelling device be used. The date
of use isn’t readable in the photographs, but Perry notes it was April 8, and believed the
year of use, which has to have been 1862 or 1863, to have been the former. The stamps, of
course, hadn’t been as yet issued in April 1861 and June 30, 1863, was the last day that
payment was required for carrier service.
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Figure 1. The focus of the controversy. Ashbrook captioned the photo of this cover “Both
Carrier Fees PREPAID — Viz — (1) Collection Fee at New York, and (2) Delivery Fee at
Washington.”

I agree with the idea the year was probably 1862, mostly because the stamps were
canceled with the town datestamp. The Post Office Department was much more critical
about this violation of the regulations in 1863 than in 1862.

The cover is addressed to one Meredith Clymer, Esq., at Willard’s Hotel in Washing-
ton, D.C., and the fact that both the cities of mailing and delivery had carrier service was a
key that helped spark the controversy. Ashbrook wrote in Stamps for July 19, 1941, that the
two 1¢ stamps on the cover each paid a different carrier fee, one for taking the cover to the
New York post office and the other for delivery to Willard’s Hotel by carrier from the
Washington post office.

As of 1860, the PL. & R. required that both services would require carrier fees not to
exceed a penny. This stemmed from a decision by then Postmaster General Joseph Holt,
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one of history’s prominent bulls in a china shop. Holt, according to Perry, had misinterpret-
ed the law passed by Congress in 1860 that the charge for delivery of letters by carrier
should not exceed 1¢ each in that he assumed that it also applied to letters taken to the post
office by carriers. Previously, to better compete with the private carriers, while sending let-
ters to post offices by carrier was 1¢ (and free in New York) 2¢ had been charged for deliv-
ery of incoming letters to addressees, in which service the government carriers had a dis-
tinct advantage.

Perry, in Pat Paragraphs, commencing with Section No. 42, for January 1942, and
continuing for several issues into 1945, denied that carrier fees for delivery in one city
could have ever been prepaid in another, in the 1860 period or any other. He quoted vari-
ous PL. & R.’s, background Postmaster General’s reports, and newspaper announcements,
which I don’t intend to repeat here as these are available, starting on page 233 of the Bu-
reau Issues compilation of Pat Paragraphs.

A few years later, in 1947, Ashbrook again reiterated his thesis, this time in a more
permanent work, the India Book (No. 17) of the Lindquist Stamp Specialist series. Ash-
brook again showed the one cover with the 3¢ plus two 1¢ stamps (can anyone report an-
other example?) plus several other covers that may or may not have been pertinent, as Per-
ry soon pointed out in another series of articles, starting in Pat Paragraphs No. 52, pub-
lished in November 1948.

Perry insisted that the option to prepay carriage of a letter to the mailing post office
rested with the sender, but at the office of delivery, this option to use carrier service for de-
livery rested with the addressee in the form of instructions (or, at New York, in the absence
of such) left at the local post office. There were a limited number of towns that then had
carrier service, and until Postmaster General Holt caused fees to be uniform, the handling
of carrier service was a local affair.

Perry noted that while many covers exist sent from small towns without carrier ser-
vice on which a ¢ stamp was placed in addition to the 3¢ regular postage, and even
though many of these covers were directed to street addresses, the sender expecting the
stamp to prepay carrier delivery, the extra 1¢ postage was wasted. He also suggested that
some of those covers could have been prepaid way letters, a possibility also noted by Ash-
brook.

oo o—t———-

Tur. Four-cent RATE.—There is a somewhat
prevalent impression that the affixing of a penny
stamp to an otherwise prepaid letter, designed
to be forwarded by mail, will pay the carrier’s
feo when it arrives at the place of destination,
and many letters, thus prepaid, are received at

New York and other offices employing carriers. Figure 2. Item in The U.S.
The impression is entirely erroneous. When a Mail & Post Office Assist-
mail letter is deposited in a U. S lamp-post box ant, August 1862, at the
or other receptacle provided by Government, to bottom of page 2 — proba-
be carried from thence to the post office, the ex- bly a “space filler.”

tra penny stamp is then requisite to pay the
carrier's fee for delivering to the office. In all
other cases, any prepayment of a penny beyond
the regular rate, is simply money thrown away.
Perry, without giving any reason for his statement (although some very logical rea-

sons exist) other than the PL. & R., said that even though such a letter with an additional
1¢ stamp was delivered by carrier in the city to which it was addressed, the carrier would
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still collect the 1¢ carrier delivery fee in cash. Carrier delivery of incoming letters was
based upon the desires and instructions of the addressees and there were no other factors
involved.

For those who wish to read Perry’s second series of articles, entitled “OBITUARY”
and concluding with a short paragraph “Interment Public” in Pat Paragraphs No. 53, for
September 1949, most of this is grouped following the first series in the BIA reprint.

These notes were generated because of this writer’s having noticed a tiny paragraph
(shown as Figure 2) in the August 1862 issue of The U.S. Mail & Post Office Assistant
(page 90, bottom of 4th column, in the Collectors Club of Chicago reprint edition of 1975).
For those unfamiliar with the background of this publication, it was a monthly semi-offi-
cial newspaper intended to keep U.S. postmasters up to date on the details of postal mat-
ters, and was edited by James Holbrook, formerly a Special Agent of the Post Office De-
partment and, in fact, reappointed to give him status as the publisher of the U.S. Mail. Hol-
brook had a direct pipeline into both the New York post office and the Post Office Depart-
ment at Washington, and, as an authoritative source, was about as close to an impeccable
contemporary informant as we can get.

He said, concluding the short paragraph, that while a penny stamp was required to
carry letters deposited in lamp post boxes to the post office by carrier, that “in all other
cases, any prepayment of a penny beyond the regular rate, is simply, money thrown away.”

Elliott Perry would have loved it!

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, “"CONFEDERATE STYLE"”

IMMEDIATE POST WAR OCCUPATION MARKINGS
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

As the Civil War ground to a halt and the Confederate armies surrendered and dis-
persed from April through June 1865, what remained of the Confederate mail service went
through a similar deterioration. Many cities and towns in the Confederacy had been cap-
tured and occupied by Federal troops long before the war ended and their post offices were
soon reopened by the Army Quartermasters under the guidance of Special Agents of the
Post Office Department as “occupation™ post offices. By June 1865, those offices were
about the only mail service operating in the South.

Prior to the ending of the war, however, the Federals did not make postal service to or
from the North available to local civilians in the occupation areas, and as the war was end-
ing, there had been very little open communication between civilian families and friends in
the two areas since 1861.

The occupation post offices were, in most cases, forbidden by their army headquarters
from accepting such mail from or delivering it to southern civilians in occupied towns. For
example, an order given in War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Con-
federate Armies, Vol. XXIV, Part 3 (Serial No. 38) pages 585-6 is reproduced as published
in Figure 1. This order makes quite clear the Federal military attitude toward such mails,
although it did leave the door slightly ajar to send or deliver civilian letters in special cases
and with censorship exercised.

Northern mails directed south were, by U.S. Post Office Department orders, sent to
the Dead Letter Office where they were marked “Mails Suspended” and returned to the
senders if they could be identified by the postmasters of the mailing post offices in the
North.

When the war ended, there was evidently quite a flood of mail between North and
South of families and friends attempting to reestablish communications, and some of the
covers that have survived show anything but routine handling. Most of it was sent to occu-
pation offices known to be operating, and with civilian postmasters appointed, such as
New Orleans, Nashville, and Memphis. The problem, however, was that with the collapse
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SPECTAL ORDERS, Hpors. DeEpT. OF THE TENNESSEE,
No. 217. } Vicksburg, Miss., August 10, 1863.

L. The establishing of mails within the insurrectionary States ot this
department being for the exclusive benefit of the military authorities
and those connected therewith, the following regulations are estab-
lished and will be observed, until otherwise ordered, by all persons em-
ployed in their transmission, at all military posts south of Memphis,
Tenn. :

1. Postmasters'will transmit no letters but those coming from desig-
nated wmilitary authorities, nor deliver any received at their respective
offices to citizens or civilians, excepting through the same chaunels.

2. Mails will be made up at department, corps, division, and post
headquarters, and by all provost-marshals, quartermasters, and com-

missaries, sent regularly to the post-oftices by them, and promptly for-
warded by the postmaster of each post.

3. The military aathorities above designated will forward no letters
from any citizen in any insurrectionary State in this department, with-
out first examining the same and marking their approval thereon.

* * * » * * »

DBy order of Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant:
T. 8. BOWERS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Figure 1. From the Civil War’s published official records, Vol. XXIV, Part 3, pages 585-6,
this “Special Orders No. 217” shows all concerned the official attitude of U.S. Grant’s
Army of the Tennessee to handling letters of Rebel civilians.

of the Confederate mail system, neither mail routes or offices were operating except where
the Federal authorities had established them for their own use, although these were appar-
ently made available to all as soon as the war ended.

The U.S. Mail & Post Office Assistant, the semi-official monthly newspaper on postal
affairs then current, made no mentions of any widespread attempts to restore mail service
in the South until September 1865, with the first details of routes being established given
in October. From then on, through 1867, most issues had long lists of post offices in the
former Confederate states that had just been reopened.

The major problem facing the U.S. Post Office Department was the difficulty in locat-
ing qualified local people who could make bond and also were eligible to take the required
loyalty oath to the Federal government. As a result, not only were most of the provisional
appointees of the state governments northern men (including the “carpetbagger” element),
but so were some of the postmasters and mail contractors.

Many of the large cities and towns, although not recorded as having had a wartime
Federal occupation post office, were reopened promptly by the military for administrative
purposes, such as some of the state capitals. Most of these are not listed in the U.S. Mail of
April through September 1865, as having been reopened. Among these were Richmond,
Virginia (see the Chronicle 138 for May 1988, pages 112-117) and Jackson, Mississippi.

I have found no details or announcements on the reopening of the Jackson post office
by the military, but the covers shown in Figures 3 and 5, loaned me some time ago by Mr.
Don Garrett for photographing, demonstrate this office was operating as early as June
1865. These covers stem from the need for the occupation troops, Freedmen’s Bureau, etc.,
for mail service, and the covers bear not only Jackson postmarks but those of Memphis,
Tennessee.

The Jackson marking is of interest as a Federal occupation marking, as it is in a style
with tall, narrow, condensed letters that was used on stock postmarking devices issued by
the Confederate Post Office Department to larger offices in the Confederacy. It appears on
some very interesting Confederate covers, such as that in Figure 2, on which it was used to
cancel Confederate stamps on a Trans-Mississippi Express Mail cover that was carried
across the Mississippi by the special Confederate mail service set up for that purpose.
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Figure 2. The Jackson, Mississippi, “stock” style postmark on a Confederate Trans-Mis-
sissippi Express Mail cover carried across the Mississippi River in 1864 past a Federal
gunboat and troops cordoned on the River.

For data on this service, reference may be made to Mr. Richard Kreiger’s The Trans-
Mississippi Mails After the Fall of Vicksburg (The Philatelic Foundation, N.Y., 1984, with
supplements appearing from time to time in the Confederate Philatelist).

This service was the Confederate Post Office Department route across the Mississippi
after the fall of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Port Hudson, Louisiana, placed the Mississippi
River under Federal control and split the Confederacy into two parts. This route, an en-
forced “through-the-lines™ kind of surreptitious yet official operation, used Jackson at
times as one of the main stations on the route. Jackson, which was held briefly by Federal
forces in 1863 during the siege of Vicksburg, was evacuated by the Federals rather than oc-
cupied after Vicksburg was firmly besieged and cut off.

Confederate control was soon reestablished and, I presume, the new stock style post-
mark was provided when the town became a station on the Trans-Mississippi route in
1864. Of interest is the fact the covers shown here have no day date logo, although the
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Figure 3. A post war Federal certified soldier’s letter originating at a remote post guard-
ing a railroad junction, this cover was carried to Jackson, Mississippi, where it was post-
marked and then on to Memphis by the military, where it was placed in the Federal civil-
ian mail system.
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Confederate example was used in 1864 and the Federal covers sent in 1865.

Both the Federal covers with the Jackson markings are obviously soldier’s letters sent
north by Federal occupation troops. The cover shown in Figure 3 is a certified due soldier’s
letter, endorsed to be sent collect, and the other cover, shown in Figure 5, is addressed to a
Captain in Ohio. Presumably, he was either home on leave or for other reasons.

Both covers bear the Jackson marking with June month but no day logo, and both
were again postmarked at Memphis, Tenn., on July 2 with the small single circle marking
used there in 1865. The cover in Figure 3 has additional factors showing interesting han-
dling, since the soldier’s letter endorsement is that of a lieutenant commanding at
Gainesville Junction, Mississippi. By the location of the sender and the handling of this
cover, it appears that both of these covers were handled and carried entirely by the military
until they arrived at Memphis.

e Mnswsippid Mississippi
S  Temessee R.R! Cc;’t'ra ,',: R
R § To Memphn

Grenada

Figure 4. A sketch-map, showing the railroad system over which the covers in Figures 3
and 5 may have been carried.

The fact of the Memphis postmarks’ being added when the Jackson markings would
seem to have been sufficient suggests that the Memphis post office considered there was
something unofficial or unauthorized about the Jackson postal operation and by applying
its own postmarks, brought the mails up to U.S. Post Office Department standards!

In the late days of the war, the Federals had detachments of troops scattered along the
western railways they considered important to maintain in operation. Some of the railway
bridges were a sight to behold, as they were equipped with blockhouses for defense at both
ends, which permitted a small detachment to hold off a fairly good sized force of raiding
cavalry.

Considering the sketch-map of Figure 4, I find it interesting to consider how the cover
of Figure 3 was carried to Jackson and how both the covers with Jackson postmarks
reached Memphis. The cover shown in Figure 3 originated at Gainesville (made
“Ganesville” in the soldier’s letter certification) Junction, where the Mississippi,
Gainesville & Tuscaloosa R.R. — a rather long name for a short railroad that never was
fully built — joins the Mobile & Ohio R.R. Thus, from Gainesville Junction, the cover
would have travelled south on the Mobile & Ohio to Meridien, Mississippi, and from there,
it would have travelled westward over the Southern R.R. to Jackson.
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At Jackson, it was postmarked and the manuscript “Due 3™ was applied to the sol-
dier’s letter, but how the letters were conveyed by the military to Memphis may not have
been as obvious as it seems from the map, according to Robert C. Black’s Railroads of the
Confederacy (U. of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, N.C., 1952) the basic reference for
these notes.

From the map, the letter would have normally been carried on the Mississippi Central
R.R. to Grenada and then on the Mississippi & Tennessee R.R. to Memphis, but Black
notes that in 1863, the bridges over the Yalobusha River at Grenada and the Tallahatchie,
between Grenada and Memphis, were burned in the Fall of 1863, presumably by the Con-
federates to prevent use of the railroads by the Yankees. Although central Mississippi, in-
cluding Jackson, was soon again Confederate country, the Mississippi & Tennessee could
only be operated in segments after that.
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Figure 5. Probably from a Federal soldier near Jackson, Mississippi, this cover had its 3¢
1861 stamp canceled at Jackson and was then carried on to Memphis, Tennessee, by the
military where it entered the U.S. civilian mail system.

Thus, the question is whether the railroad from Jackson to Memphis was in operation
as yet by June 1863, and if so, who rebuilt the bridges and the line and supplied the rolling
stock? It may have been much easier for the Federals to have simply reconstructed the
Southern Railroad between Meridien and Vicksburg and communicated with Memphis and
the North from there by steamboat.

All of which goes to show that restoration of the mail service in the South after the
Civil War was considerably more of a job than just appointing postmasters!

Buying and Selling Worldwide

POSTAL HISTORY and Stamps.

Fine collections and rarities from every country always desired,
for consignment or for cash.

References from the United States are available upon request.
Annual Subscription deluxe auction catalogues Air Mail $8.

International Stamp Auctions 1

Hans R. Schwarzenbach

Oberdorfstr. 8, CH-8001 Zurich ‘ﬁ:
SWITZERLAND

Member: APS, USPCS, PHS, AAMS, ASDA, Collectors Club of New York
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What will happen to
gour collection
when you're gone?

That may be a question you don’t want to think about. But consider this:
You've spent great effort building your collection. And it’s given you a lot
of enjoyment.

But will your heirs know what to do with it when you're gone? Will they
know its value, or even where to go to liquidate it? Unless they share
your fascination with the hobby of kings, they probably won't have the
vaguest idea.

As one of the world’s oldest and largest stamp firms we have a serious
interest in your collection. Our reputation is one of integrity and reliabil-
ity. And you can be sure that our expert staff will give you an accurate
appraisal of the value of your collection , and advice on the best method
of sale.

For an informative booklet on selling your stamps, just fill out the coupon
below and mail it in. We'll send you “The Stamp Seller’s Guide” abso-
lutely free. Or, we'll be happy to talk to you about your collection. Just
call 800/523-4648. In Pennsylvania, call 215/567-5200.

Ask for Ken Apfelbaum.

Please send me “The Stamp Seller’s Guide.” Earl P. l. Aptelbaum lnC.

Name
Address
City State Zip

Phone Number

2006 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
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THE 1869 PERIOD

SCOTT R. TREPEL, Editor

USED 30-CENT 1869 INVERTS
SCOTT R. TREPEL
(Continued from Chronicle 140:270)

Author’s Note: The survey of used 30¢ Inverts is continued from Chronicles 138, 139 and
140. For an explanation of the arrangement of the author’s census, please refer to Chronicle
138.
The Center-East Inverts
To date, no copy has been recorded that fits into this category of centering, which re-
quires: 1) the eagle’s outstretched wings at top and the central star at bottom must be
equidistant to the perforations at top and bottom, and 2) the point of the flagpole at right
must be close to or touching the perforation holes at right.

The North-Center Inverts
Four 30¢ Inverts from the “North-Center” category are described in Table D, all of
which are illustrated in the corresponding Figures 1 to 4. These copies meet the following
requirements: 1) the eagle’s outstretched wings are close to the perforation holes at top, 2)
the central star at bottom is well clear of the perforations at bottom, and 3) the points of
the flagpoles at left and right are approximately equidistant to the side perforations.
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Figure 3 Figure 4
Red Cancellations

The outstanding common characteristic of three of the four “North-Center” Inverts is
that they are cancelled in red, possibly by the same cork “leaf” design. Because they are
identically centered and cancelled, these Inverts offer the possibility of reconstructing a
pair or other multiple. The stamps in Figures 1 and 2 might be a separated horizontal pair,
left and right, respectively.

The use of red ink to cancel high-denomination stamps strongly indicates supplemen-
tary mail usage from New York City. The March 1869 folded letter from the Rathbone cor-
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Figure 5

respondence (Figure 5) is an example of New York City supplementary mail of the period.
The stamp, an 1868 24¢ F grill, is tied by a red cork cancel that closely matches the design
on the Inverts. Letters posted by supplementary mail were charged double the ordinary
postage rate, the extra amount required for special service to bring the mail to the ship im-
mediately before departure. A 15¢ foreign mail rate, doubled for supplementary service,
would require a 30¢ stamp.

The North-West Inverts
To date, no copy has been recorded that fits into this category of centering, which re-
quires: 1) the top and bottom portions of the design must be equidistant to the perforations
as described previously, and 2) the point of the left flagpole must be close to or touching
the perforation holes.

Figure 6 Figure 7 Flgure 8

The North-East Inverts
Two 30¢ Inverts from the “North-East™ category are described in Table E, both of
which are illustrated in Figures 6 and 7. These copies meet the following requirements: 1)
the eagle’s outstretched wings are close to the perforations at top, 2) the central star at bot-
tom is well clear of the perforations at bottom, 3) the point of the flagpole at right is close
to or touching the perforation holes, and 4) there is a wide margin between the flagpole
point at left and the perforations.

15¢ and 30¢ 1869 Inverts Used Concurrently
The stamp in Figure 7 is cancelled by a Circle of “V’s” that matches the cancels on
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TABLE D
Figure 1. Red “leaf™ cancel. Corner creases. PFC 101593. Ex Siegel sale 583.

Figure 2. Red “leaf™ cancel, matching Figure 1. Possibly a separated horizontal pair (Fig. 1 at left). Blue
color faded. PFC 69848. Ex Juhring.

Figure 3. Red cork cancel. Possibly reperfed. Ex Frank B. Allen collection (Harmer Rooke, May 23,
1950), Cole collection (Siegel).

Figure 4. Cork cancel (black?). Centered slightly to right. No PFC. Ex Col. Green (Costales sale, Oct. 11,
1946). No further details.

Figure 5. March 1869 folded letter with red Supplementary Mail markings of New York City. Stamp tied
by “leaf” cancel closely resembling cancel on stamps in Figures 1 to 3.

TABLE E

Figure 6. Circle of “V’s” cancel, light strike. No PFC. Ex “Prime U.S.” collection, Siegel sale, Jan, 9,
1973,

Figure 7. Circle of “V’s” cancel (matches “Centered” copies shown in Fig. 8 and 9 in Chronicle 139 and
“Center-West” copy shown in Fig. 5 in Chronicle 140). This cancel also known on 15¢ Invert. Toned at top
left corner, slight creasing and small thin. APS and PFC. Ex H. R. Harmer sale, Nov. 15, 1958 and
Christie’s sale, Oct. 3, 1984.

Figure 8. 15¢ 1869 Invert cancelled by the same cork cancel found on 30¢ Invert in Figure 7, indicating
concurrent use at New York City post office.

three 30¢ Inverts previously recorded in this series: please refer to Chronicle 139, Table B,
Figures 8 and 9, and Chronicle 140, Table C, Figure 5 (possibly also Figure 8). It also
matches the cancel found on a copy of the 15¢ Invert (from H. R. Harmer sale, Nov. 17,
1958, lot 89). This stamp is illustrated in Figure 8. The identical cancels offer proof that
the 15¢ and 30¢ Inverts were being used by the public concurrently during the life of this
particular cancelling device, which was probably two weeks at most.

(To be continued)

THE LOCKPORT POSTMASTER’S PROVISIONAL
SCOTT R. TREPEL

Preface

The author has recently been presented with an extraordinary opportunity to spend
time examining the formidable collection of postmasters’ provisionals assembled by the
Weills of New Orleans over many years, on behalf of various clients. The results from this
period of study are being published in Robson Lowe’s publication, The Philatelist, in a se-
ries of articles during the next twelve months. However, for admitted self-serving reasons,
the author feels compelled to clear the air about the Lockport, N.Y., provisional, which, by
virtue of its peculiar appearance and extreme rarity, has been the object of skepticism since
its discovery nearly 100 years ago.

The late Herbert Bloch, whose knowledge of philately was complemented by his in-
sight into collectors, often remarked that a unique stamp carried all of the burden of prov-
ing itself genuine. “You can sell a very rare stamp, with two or three known,” he would say,
“but a unique stamp? Everyone’s scared.”

In the opinion of the author and other Classics Society members, the Lockport is an
authentic postmaster provisional. The purpose of this article is to show evidence in support
of this opinion.
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Figure 1. The Lockport provisional: below, the cover, March 18, 1846; above, enlargement
of the stamp.
The Lockport Discovery

This provisional adhesive, crudely produced from the oval town postmarking device
used during the stampless period of Lockport, is both a very great rarity (a/most unique,
so to speak) and one of the most fascinating examples of a postmaster’s stamp.

Lockport thrived as a city after the Erie canal was opened in 1825. From 1840 to
1849, its postmaster was Colonel Hezekiah W. Scovell, who had also served an earlier
term. By the end of fiscal year 1847, the city’s population was approximately 9,000 and
postal receipts were just over $1,200. Colonel Scovell evidently anticipated the need for
stamps to indicate prepayment; however, with so few surviving examples and no published
record of their creation, it seems that this issue, if anything more than an experiment, did
not meet with widespread use.

The discovery of the Lockport was made around the turn of the century by a stamp
collector named M. H. Hoover, who was given permission to search through old corre-
spondence of the firm, Holmes and Moss, which was located in Lockport. The address
panel of this folded letter bearing the Lockport stamp is illustrated in Figure 1. An enlarge-
ment of the stamp is shown in the same illustration. The cover discovered by Hoover was
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traded to the Scott Stamp & Coin Company sometime during the 1890s for sets of unused
Navy, Treasury, Justice, and Agriculture departmental stamps, then worth about $100. The
cover was immediately sold to Ferrary and realized approximately $8,800 at the April 7,
1922, sale of his collection. Not surprisingly, Arthur Hind was the buyer. When the Hind
collection was sold on November 20, 1933, Warren H. Colson was the successful bidder at
$2,500, presumably acting on Caspary’s behalf. At the Caspary provisional sale, on
November 15, 1955, the Lockport fetched $5,500. It was subsequently placed with Josiah
K. Lilly and then auctioned after his death for $14,000 on February 2, 1967. The cover was
part of the John R. Boker collection of U.S. provisionals, and, when his collection was dis-
persed during the 1970s, it became a part of the Weills’ client’s collection.
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Figure 2. Contents of cover in Figure 1.

A Turned Cover Usage

This letter is unusual because it made two trips: the first was made from Lockport to
Geneva, N.Y., on March 18, 1846 the second was a return trip from Geneva to Lockport
on March 24. The sender in the first instance was the firm of Holmes and Moss, who ad-
dressed their request for a court document relating to a judgement to Mr. Robert Morrell,
Esq. The request was answered by an assistant clerk named C. Maxwell, who wrote his re-
ply on the bottom of the lettersheet. He then enclosed the certificate, refolded the letter and
posted it to Lockport. The illustration in Figure 2 shows this letter (the names were cut out
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Figure 3. Address leaf of Lockport cover, after being turned, refolded, and addressed back
to Lockport.

after its discovery). The address side from Geneva to Lockport is shown in Figure 3; the
blue Geneva March 24 datestamp is at lower left, and the remaining portion of the “10”
collect rate handstamp (double rate required for the enclosure) is visible at upper right.

The authenticity of the entire letter and its date of mailing are not in question. The
correspondence between Holmes and Moss, residing in Lockport, and the office of Robert
Morrell, Esq., at Geneva, occurred as the author has described. The question is, did the ad-
hesive stamp originate on this letter? Skeptics of the Lockport stamp have seen only the
letter portion bearing the stamp. As the author hopes to show, this narrow view is unsound,
because it ignores the entire circumstance of use.

A Provisional Stamp?

At this point, it should be noted that skepticism about the Lockport has been mainly,
but not entirely, limited to unpublished commentary in philatelic circles. An example of
published doubt will be found in the 1949 edition of the Williams brothers’ Stamps of
Fame. They refer to the Lockport as being “under a cloud” of suspicion, because of the
“lack of authentication” and “mystery” of its appearance. However, they did concede that
another specimen would dispel any doubt. It is forty years since those words were written,
and, in fact, the vital missing link turned up not long after their book was published.

Before looking at this corroborating evidence, consider again the Lockport cover. The
markings on the side with the provisional are in red; the ink, under magnification, shows
flecks of vivid scarlet-red color. The “PAID” on the letter, the circular “LOCKPORT
N.Y./5” and the “PAID” on the stamp all show this characteristic scarlet-red ink. The
stamp itself is a piece of thick, coarsely woven buff paper. Even with the naked eye, col-
ored fibers can be seen inter-woven into the paper. The “LOCKPORT N.Y.” double oval
handstamp (found on stampless covers of the period) is struck in red, but the ink lacks the
distinctive scarlet-red flecks of the two “Paid” strikes and the circular “LOCKPORT
N.Y./5” handstamp. The value “5” is written in manuscript within the inner oval, and the
stamp is cancelled by a manuscript “X” cross-stroke. The stamp appears to be affixed with
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glue. The back of the lettersheet behind the stamp shows traces of feathered acid “bleed”
from the manuscript “X” cancellation (a so-called invisible tie).

The author has examined every detail of these markings, using magnification and ul-
traviolet light. Based on this thorough examination, the author will answer the principal
points of skepticism he has heard previously:

1. The Lockport circular handstamp is a “3” rate marking, not a “5,” which means it
must be a later stampless cover.

The numeral in the center of the Lockport circular handstamp is a *“5.” The faint por-
tion of the left side is more clearly defined in the actual item (most skeptics have not seen
this cover). The spot between the top “flag” of the “5” and the lower curve, which gives it
the appearance of being joined together (as it would be in a ““37), is actually a fiber inclu-
sion in the paper that appears darker in photographs.

Further evidence that this is a “5” is the letter itself, which is clearly dated in 1846,
years before a 3¢ rate existed. The Geneva return rate is 10¢, corresponding to the 1845
rate required for weight.

2. The Lockport adhesive is a marking from a stampless cover, cut out to resemble a
provisional adhesive stamp.

It has been written by Luff that the red inks of the Lockport oval and the “PAID” on
the stamp were of the same dull shade. Examination of the inks, as described by the author,
reveals this to be incorrect. The “PAID” on the stamp is applied with a different ink than
the oval town marking. It could be that the stamp was printed in two separate operations,
with the “PAID” forming an integral part of the design, or that the stamp was cancelled
“PAID” when received at the Lockport post office. Either way, the presence of two differ-
ent inks rules out the possibility that the Lockport stamp is a cut-out from a stampless cov-
er, on which the oval and “Paid” and numeral “5” were applied together. If such were the
case, then the red inks of both markings would be identical.

A further bit of physical evidence disputing this claim is the paper on which the pro-
visional markings are applied. This coarse, fibrous buff paper is unlike most stationery
used for letter writing in this period.

3. No other example of the “Lockport N.Y./5" marking is known; therefore, the stamp
and markings are suspect.

In fact, there are other examples of the Lockport circular handstamp with numeral
rate marking in the center.

This particular point of skepticism also seems to lead nowhere. If the letter is genuine,
then it follows that postage from Lockport to Geneva had to be paid in one form or anoth-
er. Are the skeptics saying that the Lockport markings are forged? If so, then how was the
postage paid?

To summarize the author’s logic, the following is certain:

1. On March 18, 1846, the firm of Holmes and Moss mailed a request to Robert Mor-
rell, Esq., in Geneva, N.Y;

2. On or about the same day, the Lockport post office marked the letter “PAID”, rec-
ognizing prepayment in one form or another;

3. On March 24, the letter was refolded and posted from Geneva back to Lockport,
enclosing a document that pushed the letter over the one-half ounce weight limit for 5¢
postage;

4. Upon receipt at Holmes and Moss in Lockport, the letter was filed, to be uncovered
later by a stamp collector.
The Proof Positive
Accepting all of the above points, the question remains, is the provisional adhesive
valid? The author, at this point, would be inclined to accept the authenticity and prove-
nance of the stamp. The “proof” necessary to satisfy the desire for verification — to elimi-
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Figure 4. Second cover (March 25, 1846) showing fragments of two Lockport provision-
als.
nate what Herbert Bloch perceived as the pitfall of uniqueness — is the cover illustrated in

Figure 4.

Figure 5. Contents of cover in Figure 4.
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This cover is both a tragedy and a treasure. It is a large folded letter, written on March
25, 1846, from J. C. Morse at Lockport to the Honorable A. C. Flagg, Comptroller of New
York State, at Albany. The letter and address are written in blue ink, and the contents refer
to an enclosure (see Figure 5). The weight of the letter and enclosure required 10¢ postage.

In scarlet-flecked red ink — matching the March 18 cover — are strikes of the circu-
lar Lockport town marking, with a numeral “10” in the center, and two “PAID” hand-
stamps. In addition, the sender wrote “Paid” at the lower left corner. At the upper left cor-
ner, remnants of two 5¢ provisional stamps are affixed to circular wax wafers. Only a trace
remains on the wafer at left, but this shows part of a manuscript stroke in the 4 o’clock po-
sition. The wafer at right has a bit less than a third of the Lockport adhesive attached, but
this clearly shows the red oval handstamped impression with the top portions of the letters
“ORT.” The buff paper of all three examples is identical.

The two covers viewed together complete the picture of Scovell’s provisional issue.
Used just one week apart, the letters show the single and double rate markings used in
conjunction with the 5¢ Red on buff adhesive stamps.

The Lockport is still unique as a collectible stamp. However, it has the great fortune
of having a brother, one week younger and tragically injured, but whose existence provides
thoroughly convincing evidence of Colonel Scovell’s provisional stamp.

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

5¢ 1851 Issue (Sc. 12) vertical
strip of 3, margins almost all
around, to France. .. net
$8,500

The rarity offered here is one of many available to
serious collectors who seek the best. We can help you
reach your collecting goals by quietly locating
virtually any major United States stamp or cover.

Call today for a private consultation.
ANDREW LEVITT JAN
PHILATELIC CONSULTANT

BOX 342 DANBURY, CT 06810 (203) 743-5291
- Life Member APS, ASDA, Philatelic Foun., Classics Soc. » Bank Letter of Credit Avail.
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FRANKLIN CITY DESPATCH POST
If you think the "old days of original finds" are over you're mistaken. Each year
many important covers are discovered and placed in an album. Just recently |
got a call from a collector who found a small correspondence with 1847
stamps, Boyds locals and most significant two covers handled by the Franklin
City Dispatch Post. This post operated sometime In 1846 and was acquired by
John Bouton in late 1846 or early 1847. Bouton also acquired Barr's Manhattan
Express in 1847 and the two posts became Bouton's Manhattan Express. The
post was later sold to Arron Swarts of Swarts City Dispatch which became one
of the largest mail carriers in New York City. One of the two covers found bore
a Franklin City Despatch Post stamp and both have an oval cancel of the post.
None of the three recorded examples of the post have a company handstamp.
Now, over 140 years later another new find has added to our philatelic
knowledge of these early forerunners of the United States Government Carrier

Service.

ROBERT G Postal History
KAUFMANN Auctions

P.O. Box 1895

540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township
N.]. 07470

(201) 831-1772

Annual Auction Subscription $15

Private Treaty, References Please

Our Experience Will Make a Difference for You
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

RICHARD M. SEARING, Editor

AN UNREPORTED 5¢ GARFIELD ESSAY — A BELATED DISCOVERY
MICHAEL J. LEY

Sometimes it can be beneficial to re-examine even the most familiar items in our col-
lections. My story is a case in point.

Several years ago I began to specialize in the 5¢ Garfield stamps of 1882 and 1888.
My interests included proofs, essays, stamps, cancels, and usages. The item in Figure 1
caught my eye when it was offered in a small auction in 1985." It was described as,
“205TC, 5¢ black, trial color proof, XF, catalog value $200.”

The description left unanswered several questions. Was it a die proof or a plate proof?
Was it on India paper, card, or something else? I felt that the size of the margins, while
small for a typical large die proof, were large enough that portions of adjoining proofs
should have been visible were this a plate proof. Probably this was a trial color large die
proof cut down. However the catalog value given by the lot describer was far too low for a
trial color large die proof, but was identical to that given for trial color plate proofs in the
two listed colors, green and carmine lake. He apparently considered it a plate proof, al-
though black would be an unlisted color.

r-

Figure 1. A previously unreported essay Figure 2. The issued stamp. Note the
for the 5¢ stamp of 1882, originally beaded oval frame around the portrait
thought to be a proof. compared to the empty frame on the es-

Plate proof or die proof, I was interested because it was a proof of some kind in black.
The existence of a proof in a particular color does not automatically imply that the color
was under serious consideration. It appears some were made more to satisfy the curiosity
of the printer or engraver. This stamp, however, was intended to be issued in black as a
symbol of mourning for the assassinated president, as had been done with the 15¢ Lincoln
stamp of 1866. The story is told that when Mrs. Garfield was shown proofs in black she

1. Downeast Stamps (Bangor, Maine), Sale 78, 8-17-85, lot 700.
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did not approve and suggested the color be changed to brown, a suggestion which was fol-
lowed. I could always dream this was the very proof shown to Mrs. Garfield.

Mine was the winning bid and when the item arrived it was observed to be on India
paper. It was sent to the Philatelic Foundation for their opinion as to what it was. PFC
0153268 was issued on 12-19-85 with the opinion that: “It is a genuine cut down 205TCP1
large die proof in black brown.” This was none too surprising except that my untrained
eyes could not detect any trace of the brown mentioned in the black brown opinion. It was
black enough for me and I was content with the price I had paid.

The story does not end here. Several months later I was admiring my new acquisition.
Proofs show the engraver’s and printer’s skills at their finest. I was admiring especially the
clean clear oval around the portrait as compared with that of the issued stamp. Then it
struck me. The oval was so clean and clear because it was empty! The issued stamp has a
beaded oval frame about the portrait. See Figure 2. My beads were missing!

This made my proof an essay as it differed from the issued stamp. While this hardly
needed magnification to detect, I had missed it entirely. Some specialist. It was some com-
fort to know that the experts at the Foundation had missed it as well.

I contacted the Foundation for a new opinion, wondgring what they would say. After
all, an essay such as this was not liisted in Brazer’s catalog nor in the update to his catalog
found in The Essay Proof Journal. Was it possible that something that should have been so
obvious could have been around all this time without being realized for what it was? Or
could it be a forgery meant to deceive as an undiscovered essay? But if this were true, why
was it in such a minor auction and described as a proof? After considerable delay, PFC
0153268 was reissued on 12-29-86 with a new opinion that: “It is a genuine cut down 205
essay in black brown.” Although I still could not see any trace of brown I was pleased and
amazed. Without realizing it, I had purchased an unreported essay for the very stamp I was
specializing in.

I’'m going to head back into my collection and see what else I may have missed.
Maybe you should do the same.

2. Lester G. Brookman, U. S. Bank Note Issues 1870-1893, p. 34.
3. Clarence W. Brazer, Essays for U. S. Adhesive Postage Stamps, p. 1.
4. The Essay-Proof Journal, Vol 36, No 3, p. 127.

THE FIFTEEN CENT COLUMBIAN STAMP
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

The Post Office Circular of December 5, 1892, described the forthcoming 15¢
Columbian as “‘Columbus Announcing His Discovery,” after the painting by R. Baloca,
now in Madrid. Color, dark green.” The painting portrays Columbus reporting his discov-
ery to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella following his return to Spain in 1493. The full
name of the painter is Ricardo Baloca y Cancico.

Three essays of the 15¢ value are listed in Clarence Brazer’s classic work, Essays for
U.S. Adhesive Postage Stamps.

These include a unique composite of a silver print photo of an unadopted vignette
pasted to an ultramarine water color painting of the frame design on stiff white drawing
paper. Another essay shows an incomplete engraving in black-brown of the basic design of
the adopted vignette on india paper which is die sunk on a white card. The last essay listed
shows an incomplete engraving of the adopted stamp design on india paper on card, again
in black-brown.

1. John E O’Brien, “Basis of the Design of the U.S. Columbian Issue of 1893, The American
Philatelist, Vol. 98, pp. 895-900, September 1984.
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Figure 1. Plate proof of final
design.

COLUMBLUS -ANNOUNCING ‘HIS-DISCOVERY J
e A S SR T E St T e AR

The vignette of the 15¢ Columbian was engraved by Charles Skinner. Both the frame
and the lettering were engraved by Douglas S. Ronaldson.”

Figure 1 shows a plate proof of the final design.

The 1894 Report of the Postmaster General (p. 472) gave the number issued as
1,576,950. To put this number in a different perspective, there was only one 15¢
Columbian for every approximately 1,000 2¢ Columbians. For this relatively small number
of 15¢ stamps only one plate of 100 subjects was required: M58. There are minor vari-
eties: different shades of green and double transfers. Figure 2 presents a plate imprint
block of the issued stamp.

Figure 2. Plate imprint block.

i it @t

The U.S. started issuing stamps of the 15¢ denomination in 1866 with the black Lin-
coln. The 1869 series included a 15¢ value with the vignette of Columbus landing in the
new world, the same scene that was chosen for the 2¢ Columbian. The 15¢ denomination
continued to appear in the definitive series through the series of 1954-1968. In 1978 when
the domestic rate had risen to 15¢ per ounce, the Post Office began issuing 15¢ commemo-
ratives.

In 1893 the 15¢ Columbian paid no particular rate. When the stamp was planned, it
could have paid the 5¢ Universal Postal Union rate plus the 10¢ registration on an overseas
letter. The registration fee dropped to 8¢ on January 1, 1893, and this use for the 15¢
stamp vanished. So the 15¢ Columbian was used for helping to make up higher rates.

One such application, helping to make up a higher rate, is shown in Figure 3, a triple
rate, registered cover to Argentina, October 16, 1893. We may interpret the 15¢ Columbian
as paying the triple UPU rate and the 5¢ Columbian, the 2¢ 1890 and the 1¢ Columbian
entire as paying the 8¢ registration.

2. Craig J. Turner, “The Early United States Bank Note Companies,” American Philatelic
Congress, Vol. 38, pp. 11-47, 1972.

3. E L. Ellis, “Columbian Plate Numbers,” The Bureau Specialist, Vol. 35, pp. 232-234, June
1964.
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Figure 3. From Al-
legheny, Pa., to Men-
doza, Argentina, reg-
istered. The 15¢ Co-
lumbian paid triple
the 5¢ UPU rate, Oct.
16, 1893.
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Figure 4 displays a cover from Cincinnati, Ohio, May 5, 1894, to Germany. It’s a love-
ly, neat cover but it is not paid an exact fee. Two-fold postage plus registration would be
18¢; three-fold postage plus registration 23¢. The two Columbian adhesives plus the 1¢
entire add to 22¢. So the cover is either 4¢ overpaid or 1¢ short. One unkind hypothesis is

that the Cincinnati postal clerk could not add.

Figure 4. Registered
from Cincinnati, Ohio,
to Germany, May 5,
1894. The cover is ei-
ther overpaid 4¢ or
shortpaid 1¢. :
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A similar non-exact payment is pictured in Figure 5. From New York to Germany,
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Figure 5. Single stamp usage
From New York to Germany, Dec. 31, 1893.
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December 31, 1893, the 15¢ Columbian probably overpaid by 2¢ the 13¢ postage and reg-
istry fee. Philatelic? Deliberately contrived to create a philatelic item? This is possible but
it seems more likely that the 15¢ Columbian was used simply as a matter of convenience
to get the cover in the mail on New Year’s Eve.

VITED STATES OF (HERI) | he
NEW JORK, N, Y ;
\)5 2

-~

Figure 5. Single stamp usage of the 15¢ Columbian for 5¢ postage and 8¢ registration.
From New York to Germany, Dec. 31, 1893.

A different class of mail is illustrated in Figure 6. Here we have the UPU “printed
matter,” charged 1¢ per 2 oz. The two 15¢ Columbians and the two 1¢ Columbians paid
for 8¢ registration and up to 48 oz. of printed matter.

Postilion Publications
Postilion Series of Primary Sources

U.S. Section, Volume 4: UPU Postage Rates and Postage Due Practices, 1878-
1946, with particular emphasis on U.S. incoming rates and their surtaxes.
A collation of foreign currency equivalents of the UPU rates from the U.S.
Post Office Guides. An introductory article by Robert D. Harris will explain the
regulations governing short paid mail and the monetary complexities involved

and demonstrate how one might use the various tables. 200 pp.
Price: $45.00

British Section, Volume 1: British Post Office Notices, 1762-1829 by M.M. Raguin.
Essential for understanding rates and routes as well as how the BPO dealt with
its myriad responsibilities, Colonial and foreign as well as domestic. Of great
value to all postal historians because there is much detail about the various
treaties and, like the U.S. Post Office Guides, these Notices were sent to post-
masters to let them know of official legislative and regulatory changes. 150 pp.

Price: $32.00

Also available: U.S. Domestic Postage Rates, 1789-1956, a quality reprint of an im-

portant source book. Price: $16.95
Please add $3 for p/h for the first book, $1 for each additional. Full list available for
45¢ SASE.

rommaseot THE PRINTER’S STONE, LTD.

EE B iy BOX 30

si ‘ g FISHKILL, NEW YORK 12524

S5 Toics P w2 (914) 4714179
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CSTAMPJEXPERTIZING D

Southpark Executive Center
12651 South Dixie Highway, Suite 326

Miami, Florida 33156, USA
(305) 252-8289

J. Randall Shoemaker Lewis Kaufman
David Champagne Richard Champagne
Richard E. Drews Albert Chang
Richard Champagne David Champagne
Albert Chang Parcel Post/Dues
Larry Bustillo Lewis Kaufman
Phil Bansner David Champagne
Perry Sapperstein Albert Chang
WE Amonette Richard Champagne
Hubert C. Skinner s & ;
i ancy Cancels
gwlédh:ls;l;:: 186770 Richgrd C. Frajola
. Weston Smith Hubert C. Skinner
Richard E. Drews
David Champagne
Stephen Knapp
Richard Champagne

Postcards

Bill Maisel

Charles E. Hoffer
Richard Champagne

Richard Champagne
J. Randall Shoemaker Andrew J. Michael
Stanley Piller Newspaper/Periodical
WE Amonette
David Champagne
Don Tocher

20th Century

Lewis Kaufman

Tom Vaillancourt
Henry Gobie-Postal Hx David Champagne
Randall Brooksbank
Richard Champagne
Larry Brasler
Envelopes/Wrappers/ Airmail Issues

Joe Kirker

Lewis Kaufman
Tom Vaillancourt
Phil Bansner

‘ STAMPS COVERS
t last. An alternative upto 699 @ 20. $40
for validating, con- 1388' lggg g ég‘ :gg
firming, and expertizing all 2,000- 4999 @ 100. | $100
areas of U.S. stamps, Some of the Best Names 5,000-25,000 @ 150. | $200
covers and postal stationery..  in the Business. Over 25,000 @ 200. | $300
19th Century Postage Dues Classic Plating Shanghai Ovpt's Confederate States Phil Bansner

Albert Chang

Lewis Kaufman
Albert Chang
Proofs/Essays
Phil Bansner
Larry Bustillo
Joe Kirker
Richard Drews
Stephen Knapp

Larry Cohen
Albert Chang

David Champagne
Allen Hofsetz

Private Vending Coils

Richard Champagne

(Stamps & Covers)

Henry Gobie - Postal Hx
Brian M. Green

JR Shoemaker

Jack E. Molesworth Officials

Hubert C. Skinner Phil Bansner

Duck Stamps Lewis Kaufman
(Federal & State) Albert Chang

B. Dumaine Richard Champagne

Revenues
Richard Friedberg
Eric Jackson

J. Bulkley

Larry Bustillo

Ed Kettenbrink
EFO’s

Ed Kettenbrink

Coil Issues

Richard Champagne
Lewis Kaufman
David Champagne
Albert Chang

Iarry Brasler
Special Delivery
Lewis Kaufman
Tom Vaillancourt

Larry Bustillo
Marvin Frey
B. Dumaine

At Professional, your certi-
ficate will be validated and
signed by at least 3 profes-
sional philatelists who are
leading industry specialists
in the area of your
submission.

Collectively, they repre-
sent over 1800 years of
expertise, including more
than 700 published articles
and 12 books. They've been
recognized with over 200
national awards, including
more than 60 gold awards,
and 12 international gold
medals.

At Professional, every
important area is repre-
sented with names you'll
recognize,

With Professional, you get
the best of both worlds:
impeccable judgment at a
small price.

Just call or send an SASE
for more information. We'll
mail you an application. Fill
it out and return with your
submission, along with a
nominal fee, based on your
valuation, plus the postal
registration. Within 60
days, you'll receive a color
photographic certificate
with Professional's opinion
and the names of the exam-
ining philatelists.

The Value Speaks
for Itself.

Not All Expertizers
Sign Their Names.
But All Ours Do.
And Within 60 Days.
Guaranteed.

Expertise and Security.

For maximum security,
your stamps are insured for
their replacement value at
all times and stored on-site
ina climate-controlled bank
vault.

You couldn’t ask for
more: the names of 3 spe-
cialists on your certificate,
60-day turnaround (average
processing is under 29
days!), and security during
the process.

The next time you want
prompt, competent
expertizing, turn to the
Professionals...who are
proud to sign their names.

- PSE#10165
q)m mﬂnﬂl TGRTACATEND
CSTAMPIEXPERTIZINGD 3/31/88

Us#73 1863 2 Cent Black
PROFESSIONAL has examined this stamp and is of the opinion that

“it is genuine unused, 0.g.".

The opirions rendered by PROFESSIONAL are based upon the best judgment and expertise of highly spe-
cralized phulateli consultants using current informaton available 10 them PROFESSIONAL's opinions do
mot constitute a guarantee that an ilem s geruine or that others may reach @ different conclusion s to de
scription. No warranties are therefore expresses Lso
condition of @ stamp may hange with time throw

the opimion grven here may not apply beyond the date of his
are INVALID

R.A. Champagne

S. Metzger L. Bustillo
oS 7 i
PROFESSIONAL STAMP EXPERTISING SERVICE
SOUTHPARK EXECUTIVE CENTER / 126515 DIXIE MIGWAY / SUITE 326 / MIAMY. FL 33158 / USA
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Editor
RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor

REGISTERED LETTERS UNDER THE U.S.-BRITISH TREATY OF 1848
RICHARD F. WINTER

Additional Articles' to the U.S.-British Postal Convention of 15 December 1848 were
negotiated in early 1856. These Articles became effective on 1 May 1856 and were con-
cerned entirely with the handling of registered letters between the two countries.

While the two Post Offices agreed to transmit registered letters to each other, neither
was liable for the loss of the letters or the contents thereof. Postage was required to be fully
paid in advance including the registration fee. Each country separately determined the reg-
istration fee and no additional charge was permitted in the receiving country. Article V of
the Additional Articles stated that each office was to account to the other for one half of
the amount of the registration fee levied upon posting of the registered letter.

In the United States, a registry system had gone into effect on 1 July 1855 and the 5
cent fee under that system was also applied to letters conveyed in the British mails. When
the U.S. registration fee was increased to 20 cents on 30 Juzne 1863, registration on letters
to Great Britain and Ireland was also increased to 20 cents. The 20 cent registration fee to
GreatzBritain remained in effect until 1 January 1868, when the rate was reduced to 8
cents.

" /‘ e
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Figure 1. Registered cover 11 Feb 1858 from St. Charles, Mo., to Scotland, franked with
pair #17, showing red 21/ credit handstamp of New York and red crown registered
marking of Liverpool.

1. See Report of the Postmaster General 1856, Wierenga Reprint, pp.790-802, for a copy of
these Articles.

2. In August 1863, United States Mail & Post Office Assistant carried a Notice to Postmasters
and the Public which discussed the recent change in U.S. registration fees relative to the foreign
mails. The portion related to British mails said: “But registered letters addressed to the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland are subject to the increased registration fee of 20 cents, the same as
domestic registered letters, as the Postal Convention between the United States and the United King-
dom does not limit the amount of the registration fee to be collected in either country.” Since there
was no earlier notice of this change, it is possible that the 5 cent registration fee was still in use until
August 1863.

3. Commencing with the January 1868 United States Mail & Post Office Assistant, under Reg-
istering Foreign Letters, Foreign Miscellany Section on page 3, the registration fee for Great Britain
was listed as 8 cents. Previous issues listed the 20 cent registration fee.
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On 6 January 1841, a registration fee of one shilling was introduced in Great Britain.
In March 1848 this fee was reduced to six pence.

Figure 1, provided by Robson Lowe, illustrates a seldom seen registered letter to
Great Britain. This envelope originated on 11 February 1858 in St. Charles, Missouri, the
capital of St. Charles county, about 22 miles by rail northwest of St. Louis. The letter was
addressed to Dumfries, Scotland, and was sent registered. It appears that the two 12¢ adhe-
sives (Scott #17) were added after the letter was addressed, probably at the St. Charles
post office as they are placed over a manuscript “Paid” endorsement. The 5 cent registry
fee was paid in cash. The New York Exchange Office marked the letter for 21 '/ cents cred-
it to Great Britain with a red handstamp illustrated in Figure 2. This represented the nor-
mal 19 cent credit for a prepaid letter being transported on board a British contract
steamship and the 2/ cents registration fee credit to Great Britain under the Additional
Articles. The letter departed New York 17 February 1858 on the Cunard steamship Arabia
and arrived at Liverpool on 1 March 1858. The arrival datestamp of Liverpool in red
shows 28 February indicating the mails may have been landed the evening before while the
ship lay in the Mersey awaiting favorable tides or weather to proceed to the wharfs. The
other possibility is the date was not changed in the handstamp. Liverpool also struck the
crown registered handstamp in red. Arrival at Dumfries is not marked on the envelope.

21

Figure 2. New York Exchange Of- Figure 3. 33mm red circular date-
fice 21'/2 credit handstamp. stamp applied at New York.

This is the first cover seen by the author with the 21/ handstamp, a marking to be
added to the records of the New York Exchange Office. In addition, this cover also has a
33mm circular datestamp of New York in red on the reverse which is not in the author’s
records for the New York Exchange Office. It reads NEW-YORK FEB 17 Paid. Figure 3 il-
lustrates this marking.

From the Grand Prix collection of Vancouver Island and Brltlsh Columbia formed by
Gerald E. Wellburn comes an extraordinary example of the 5'/: cent credit marking, ap-
plied at New York to American packet registered letters. This cover is shown in Figure 4
and is illustrated on p. 47 of the Wellburn book, and appears as lot #1060 in the auction
catalog of this material as sold by EE. Eaton & Sons on 6 October 1988.

Posted in Victoria, British Columbia, in February 1863 and addressed to Durham,
England, the cover was prepaid 29 cents with 24¢ and 5¢ U.S. adhesives of the 1861-62 is-
sue. This was the proper single letter rate to England from the West Coast of the United
States. Apparently the registry fee was paid in cash. A blue straight line “REGISTERED”
handstamp was struck at Victoria. The lelter was postmarked at San Francisco on 2 March.
At the New York Exchange Office, a 5'/> cent handstamp was struck in red indicating the

4. The Encyclopedia of British Empire Postage Stamps 1661-1851, Volume 1, by Robson Lowe.

5. This collection is illustrated in The Stamps and Postal History of Vancouver Island and
British Columbia by Gerald Wellburn, a large book of cover illustrations of the author’s album pages
with his analysis of each cover.
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Figure 4. Feb 1863 cover from Victoria, British Columbia, to Durham, England, prepaid 29
cents in U.S. adhesives and registry fee in cash, showing blue REGISTERED handstamp
of Victoria and red 5 '/: credit handstamp of New York. From the Wellburn sale catalog,
courtesy of FE. Eaton & Sons.

credit to G.B. of 3 cents, the normal single letter credit on letters carried by American
packets, and 2/ cents, half the registration fee. A tracing of this marking is shown in Fig-
ure 5. The letter was placed in the mails sent on the Inman Line steamship Edinburgh
which departed New York on 28 March 1863 and arrived at Liverpool on 9 April 1863.
Again, a New York circular date stamp, not normally associated with the Exchange Office,
has been used and is shown in Figure 6. Both of these registered covers have New York
markings that are not typical of the New York Exchange Office suggesting that registered
letters may have been handled in a different section of that office.

oY

Figur? 5. New York Exchange Of- Figure 6. 27mm double circle
fice 5 /- cent credit handstamp. datestamp of New York.

Susan McDonald has provided an example of a registered cover from Great Britain to
the United States. This cover is illustrated in Figure 7.

Originating in Bradford, Yorkshire, on 3 December 1863 and addressed to Harlem
Springs, Ohio, this letter was prepaid 1 shilling 6 pence (Scott # 39,42) for the normal 1
shilling transatlantic rate to the United States plus the 6 pence registration fee. The adhe-
sives are obliterated with the 107 numeral cancel of Bradford, Yorks. The letter doesn’t
show London handling and it may have been sent directly to Liverpool for the next sailing
from there which was the Allan Line steamship Nova Scotian departing on 4 December
1863. Nova Scotian arrived in Portland, Maine, on 22 December 1863. The closed mails
for New York, containing this letter, were sent on and reached New York on 23 December.
The New York Exchange Office used the wrong circular datestamp when they struck the
red N.YORK BR.PKT. PAID since the letter had travelled on an American contract
steamship and not a British packet. At Liverpool, a red-orange crayon “27"" was marked to
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Figure 7. Registered cover 3 Dec 1863 from Bradford, Yorks., to Harlem Springs, Ohio,
franked with #39,42, showing 1 shilling 6 pence registered rate to U.S. Orange crayon 27
credit to U.S. marked in England with New York Exchange Office marking overstruck.

show credit to the United States of 21 cents (American packet credit) plus 6 cents, half the
registration fee. This manuscript marking appears directly under the magenta, manuscript
“Registered” and is overstruck with the New York circular date stamp. The 1 shilling 6
pence prepayment was equivalent to 36 cents, which is also marked on the cover in red-or-
ange crayon. There are no backstamps on this cover.

Registered letters to foreign countries are surprisingly uncommon and desirable items
for any transatlantic collection. Among registered covers carried in the British mails, those
to Great Britain seem to be more difficult to find than those from Great Britain.

FRANCO-BRITISH ACCOUNTANCY MARKINGS ON
TRANSATLANTIC MAILS FROM THE UNITED STATES
1843-1875
JEFFREY C. BOHN
(Continued from Chronicle 142:138)

PERIOD VII: January 1870 - July 1874 (cont.)

To add to the confusion, the existence of covers from this period indicates that France
made no distinction between the GB/40c letters and those struck with the GB/Art38 mark-
ing, in that both groups of letters were rated for a collection of 5 decimes per 7'/> grams on
delivery. Either France or England lost money on the GB/Art38 letters, and the situation
was not corrected until the beginning of April 1870. At this time, England began to mark
the totally unpaid letters from the U.S. with the GB/2F accountancy marking shown in Fig-
ure 24b, and France collected 8 decimes per 10 grams on delivery.

An example of a totally unpaid letter from the U.S. sent to France in the British open
mails during the first three months of 1870 is shown in Figure 25. This letter originated in
New York on 29 January 1870, and was carried to England aboard the North German
Lloyd steamer Weser. Apparently, this letter weighed more than '/zounce, as the New York
exchange office debited England 8 cents for the U.S. inland and sea transit postage. The
London Foreign Office originally marked this letter with the GB/40c accountancy mark-
ing, then corrected its mistake by applying the GB/Art38 marking. France treated this item
as a double rate letter weighing between 7'/> and 15 grams, and marked it for a collection
of 10 decimes on delivery.
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Figure 25. An 1870 letter
from New York to
Rheims, sent totally un-
paid in the British open
mails, and exchanged
with France under Arti-
cle 38 of the Letter Bill.

The letter shown in Figure 26 passed through London on 30 April 1870, and by then,
the Foreign Office was already applying the GB/2F accountancy marking on totally unpaid
letters from the U.S. This letter left New York on 19 April 1870 aboard the Guion Line
steamship Colorado, and arrived in England with a U.S. debit of 4 cents. England forward-
ed the letter to France at the 2 Franc per 30 gram bulk rate, and on delivery, a collection of
8 decimes was required to pay the French internal postage, plus the credit to England.

Figure 26. An 1870 letter from New York to Paris, sent totally unpaid in the British open mails to
France. Prior to 1 July 1871, France collected 8 decimes per 10 grams. (Stempien Collection)

On 1 July 1871, France increased the amount due on these totally unpaid letters to 12
decimes per 10 grams, an example of which is shown in Figure 27. This letter originated in
Havana, Cuba, but was privately handled by an agent, and placed into the mails at New
York on 27 December 1874. The letter was sent via the North German Lloyd steamer Her-
mann to England, where it was struck with the GB/2F accountancy marking and forwarded
to France.

Often, letters originating in Cuba and addressed to France were sent by U.S. mail
steamers to the United States and forwarded in the open mails through England. On unpaid
letters sent by this route, the U.S. debited England 12 cents per %2 ounce. This debit was a
combination of the 10 cent incoming steamship letter rate, which included the U.S. internal
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Figure 27. An 1873 letter from Havana, privately carried to New York, and sent totally unpaid to
France in the British open mails. After 1 July 1871, France collected 12 decimes per 10 grams on

delivery.

postage, plus the 2 cent sea transit postage to England. England forwarded these letters to
France at a 3F60c per 30 gram bulk rate, which comprised the 1F20c per 30 gram rate for
unpaid letters from England to France, plus the 12 cent per single weight (2F40c per 30 gram)
U.S. debit. Although most often seen on mails from Cuba, this 3F60c per 30 gram exchange
rate was applicable to all unpaid letters originating from any of the various nations serviced
by U.S. mail steamers, and sent via the British open mails to France.''

Figure 28. An 1870 letter from Havana, carried by U.S. packet to New York, and sent totally unpaid
in the British open mails to France. Prior to 1 July 1871, France collected 12 decimes per 10 grams.

The new GB/3F60c accountancy marking (Figure 24c) was proofed in the Register of
Steel Impressions on 25 January 1870, and an early usage of this marking is shown in Figure
28. This letter originated in Havana, Cuba in January 1870, and was sent via the U.S. steamer

11. Salles’s comments (op.cit.) that both the GB/Art38 and GB/3F60c accountancy markings were for
use on unpaid letters sent from the U.S. to England via German packets, are incorrect. Quite possibly, he was
led to this erroneous conclusion because the North German Lloyd Line was one of the few steamship
companies that agreed to carry the U.S. mails during the early part of 1870, so that many of the letters
showing these markings were endorsed to these German steamers.
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Morro Castle to New York. As this was a double weight letter, New York debited England 24
cents, and placed the letter aboard the North German Lloyd steamship Union bound for
Southampton. England forwarded this letter to France at the 3F60c per 30 gram bulk rate,
where a collection of 24 decimes was required to pay the French internal postage, plus the
credit to England.

France continued to collect 12 decimes per 10 grams on all these GB/3F60c letters until
1 July 1871, at which time the amount due was increased to 15 decimes per 10 grams. An
unusual example of this rate is shown in Figure 29. This letter originated in La Union,
Salvador, on 11 September 1872, and was carried by steamer to Panama. After conveyance
across the isthmus to Chagres, the letter was carried to New York aboard the U.S. mail
steamship Henry Chauncey. New York debited England 12 cents for this letter, and placed it
aboard the Guion Line steamship Manhattan. England forwarded the letter to France at the
3F60c exchange rate, and 15 decimes were collected on delivery.

Figure 29. An 1872 cover from Salvador, sent via Panama and by U.S. steamship to New York, and
forwarded to France in the British open mails. After 1 July 1871, France required a collection of 15
decimes per 10 grams on delivery.

In theory, printed matter sent from the U.S. to France in the British open mails during
this period should also have received the GB/1FPK accountancy marking previously
employed during the first three months of 1857 (Period V above). However, no examples
have been reported. The fact that the U.S.-British convention of 1 January 1870 did not
specifically address the exchange of printed matter in the open mails, plus the following
instructions published in the December 1869 issue of the U.S. Mail and Post Office
Assistant,'” may have prevented such exchanges from taking place:

On and after January 1, 1870, . . . Letters for France may also be sent from the United States in

the ordinary open mail to England without prepayment of postage. But printed matter and

samples cannot, under existing regulations, be so sent.
It is not known if the above instructions were ever modified to allow printed matter to be sent
to France in the British open mails during this period, but perhaps the reporting of such
material will help to draw some conclusions.

PERIOD VIiI: August 1874 - December 1875
After several years of negotiations, the United States and France finally reached accord
on a new postal convention that went into effect on 1 August 1874. After this date, all French
treaty mail sent from the U.S. via England went in closed bags, and thus was not subject to
any form of accountancy markings. As in the case of the 1857 U.S.-French treaty period,
however, it is possible that some letters to France could have been sent from the U.S. to
England by private vessels, or even carried as “loose letters” aboard contract steamers, in

12. J. Gayler, United States Mail and Post Office Assistant, New York, December, 1869.
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which case they would have been included in the open mails and received the appropriate
accountancy markings. Unfortunately, no such material has been reported from this period.

Although the United States joined the General Postal Union on 1 July 1875, t

he

U.S.-French convention remained in effect until France officially became a member on 1

January 1876. Similarly, the accountancy markings associated with the Franco-Briti
convention of 1857 continued to be used until 31 December 1875.
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THE COVER CORNER

SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor

ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 142

Figure 1 shows a cover sent from Scotland to North America in 1861. A number of
responders sent analytical answers, some long and detailed, and most identified the ship
from England. These members were the writers: John Griffiths, Van Koppersmith, James
Milgram, Blake Myers, Martin Stempien, Arthur White, and Ben Wishnietsky, and their ef-
forts are appreciated. If all answers were printed this Cover Corner would take double its
normal allotment of pages.
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Figure 1. From Scotland in 1861.

Some thought the 1d. was for a circular, or part-payment (not acceptable), or an effort
to pay the G.B. inland rate for a single wt. letter. All of the answers were good, so we hope
the other responders will not mind if that of Arthur White (he has been studying the SENT
BACK TO ENGLAND WITHOUT A REASON FOR NON-DELIVERY marking and has
covers showing usage in the 1850s and 1860s.) is quoted. White writes:

Regarding the specifics of the cover, it was posted at Castle Douglas, Scotland,
and the 1d. adhesive, a penny red, was cancelled by the “71” in a square of bars, this be-
ing the British Post Office Number, Scottish series, assigned to Castle Douglas, corrob-
orated by the backstamp. The sender apparently felt a 1d. stamp (the British Isles penny

rate effective Jan. 10, 1840) was necessary to get the letter to a port of exit, however, no

prepayment was necessary. The Royal Mail Steamer Africa departed from Liverpool

June 8, 1861, arrived at N.Y. June 20. The New York Exchange Office marked it as 24¢

due, the U.S.-British Treaty rate of 1848, equivalent to one shilling sterling. The U.S.

was debited with 16¢ Sea postage (British Packet) + 3¢ British Inland = 19¢, as shown
by the 19 CENTS in black.

It is interesting to note that Virginia seceded on April 17, 1861, and on May 21
Richmond was chosen as the new capital of the Confederacy, so that forwarding of the
U.S. mail to this rebel hotbed would no doubt constitute a “REASON” for non-delivery,

not transmitted to the British Post Office, thus marked SENT BACK TO

ENGLAND/WITHOUT A REASON.

That suspension of mails to the south caused the return of this particular letter is con-
firmed by a P.O. notification (reaffirming the PMG’s order of 27 May) published in the N.Y.
Times 20 June 1861, of which White furnished a copy. If any readers want a copy, send a
SASE to this Editor.

214 Chronicle 143 / August 1989 / Vol. 41, No. 3



Late answers, agreeing generally with the above analysis were received from Dr. J.C.
Arnell and Rev. William Parkes, who also analyzed the cover in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Cover from Raleigh, N.C.

Figure 2 shows a cover with RR corner card and a 10¢ C.S.A. stamp, Die B with filled
corners, first known used May 1863 and used until the end of the Civil War in 1865. A
number of responders spotted the problem, and written answers came from Brian and
Maria Green, Van Koppersmith, Martin Stempien, James Milgram, and Ben Wishnietsky.
The correct analysis is that the envelope with corner card is genuine, the stamp is genuine,
the address might be genuine (if it had been carried outside the mails), the marker is prob-
ably an original — but an unused stamp was put on the envelope and then cancelled with a
post-Civil War (probably 1867 vintage) cds. Raleigh is not the only town seen on such cov-
ers, and Figure 3 shows a similar one with Rome, Ga., cds. Someone apparently sought old
postal marking devices and then fabricated examples of postal history. Other fakers copied
postmarks from genuine Civil War covers photographically, and made metal markers then
used to fabricate desirable Confederate and Union covers. Some of these are in the Stamp
and Cover Repository and Analysis Program holdings of our Society presently kept at the
Philatelic Foundation in N.Y.C.
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Figure 3. Similar item postmarked Rome, Ga.
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PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Figure 4 shows a cover sent around 1855 from Bloomfield, N.J., to Philadelphia, Pa.
No problem so far, but it subsequently was struck with a C-32 carrier oval handstamp in
black, then a “C” in crayon on it in red, and a “PAID” in red. What series of events could
have caused this carrier marking to be thusly applied?
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Figure 4. Cover with Philadelphia carrier markings.

Figure 5 shows a cover from the U.S. to Siam in 1868, bearing a total of 84¢ in then
current U.S. stamps. There is a faint NY PAID in red. The London PAID marking in red is
dated 16 MR 68. Two crayoned markings in red are “2”" and 40" and the Marseilles mark-
ing is in black. The only marking on the back is cds of Singapore with an illegible date.
Was the correct postage paid, and what was the routing?
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Figure 5. To Siam in 1868.

Some readers have asked for a diversity of problems, and expressed appreciation of
the post office artifact (rump rester) covered in the last Chronicle. We are handicapped
somewhat by the need that the object be U.S. related, and usually from the 1800s. A few
Confederate Civil War items have been shown with responder interest and no complaints.
New suggestions from readers are welcome.

Please send your answers and suggestions to the Cincinnati P.O. Box within two
weeks of receiving your journal.
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