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MOST MEMBERS OF

THE CLASSICS SOCIETY

ARE AMONG OUR

FRIENDS AND SUBSCRIBERS

We handle more Un ited States classic stamps and covers
than any other auction firm . Auction Realization over
$13,796,000.00 in 1988.

If you are not acquainted with American 's premier philatelic
auction house we shall be pleased to send you with our
compliments our next two catalogs of postal history or Unit­
ed States classics offerings.

CAUCTION GALLERIES, INC.)

160 EAST 56th STREET

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

TEL. (212) - 753-6421

ESTABLISHED 59 YEARS



RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.

UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY

PRIVATE TREATY SERVICES

PUBLIC AUCTIONS

O ur auction catalogs have received awards as literature . find out by subscrib­
ing tod ay. A subscrip tio n for the nex t 5 catalogs . including pr ices realised
afte r each sale . is $ 15 .

RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.
85 North Street

Danbury, CT 06810
Telephone (203) 790-4311
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - G ladl y Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (N o Interest or Carry ing Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon St reet

APS Boston , Mass. 02108 CSA
SPA Phone: 617-523-2522 USPCS
146
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and additional mailing o ffice. S u bscrip tio n price S 16. 00. P ri n ted in U.S .A
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WilliamA. FoxAuctions, Inc.
Has been holding Public Sales of Fine

Philatelic Material for more than 25 Years.

UNITED STATES, CONFEDERATE STATES,
WORLDWIDE STAMPS AND COVERS

, "'"' ':t .. f,..L

Whether Consignment o r Outright Purchase, we would be pleased
to include your collection in one of our forthcoming auctions.
Prompt Settlement exactly 45 Days from date of sale . Advances
available.

Inquiries Invited.

676 MORRIS AVENUE SPRINGFIELD, N.J. 07081
Telephone 201-467-2366
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
POSTAGE RATES BETWEEN U.K. AND NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN 1711 to 1900

COLIN TABEART

(Continued from Chronicle 142:85)

PACKETRATES TO THE WEST INDIES. NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

Figure 32. Edinburgh, 6
Apr 60, to Ottawa. Un ­
paid, subject to fine. Br.
debit 10d (7d share, 3d
half fine); Can. 1d share,
3d half fine. Total 30C
due. See 1.4.1859.

1.4.1863 TW. Between UK and the Br W Indies by Br pkt a Br rate of l ld , PP , if notPP
charged with the rate + fined 1/- ; (see also the GPaN 8/63 below); if not a pkt
boat a Br rate of I Y2d, PP, if not PP charged with the rate + fined 3d. UK to: St
Thomas, St Martins, St Croix , Martinique , Guadaloupe , Curacao , St Eustatius,
Mosquit o Territory , Cub a, Porto Rico , by Br pkt a Br rate of 1/- . The Br W Indies
here means: Ant igua , Bahamas, Barbadoes, Bermuda, Berbice , Carriacou ,
Demerara, Dom inica, Grenada , Honduras , Jamaica , Montserrat , Nevis, St Kitts ,
St Lucia , St Vincent , Tobago, Tortola, Trinidad , Turks Is.

1.4 .1863 GPaN 8/63 enlarged on the TW above. The increasing cost of the service
necessitates increased rates. Pkt rate from UK to Br and For W Indies increased
to 1/-. Ship letters redu ced to 3d. Note: it appears that ld has been added to the Br
rate of lId to the BWI in the TW above, presumabl y colonial inland postage.

1.4.1863 GPaN 10/63 . To Cuba, Mexico, and Porto Rico by Br pkt reduced to 1/-.

Figure 33. Montre­
al to London, 2 Oct
62, paid 6d stg. at
Can. packet rate.
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Figure 34 . Liverpool,
13 Jun 67, to London,
C.w. Paid 6d for Can.
packet Nestorian IAI­
Ian) .

1.7.1863 USA introduced uni form trea ty inland ra te of 5¢ to all states . Rate to Ca lifornia
and Oregon thu s became the same as e lsew here in the US , viz 1/- .

18.7.1 863 To Cuba & Mexico by Fr pkt , 1/- pr '/ 2 oz .

1.8 .1863 T W . UK to B W Indi es via France by Fr pkt, combined Br, For & Co lonia l rate of
1/- , PP . If not PP , fined 1/- + difference between rate and prepaid sum. To Cuba
as BWI except unpaid letters returned to sender.

17.8 .1863 GPON. Atlantic Royal Mail SNCo co ntrac t restarted between Ga lway & the US,
ca lling at Boston & NY alterna te ly . " Lette rs to Br N America (except Ca nada &
Newfoundland) intended to be forwarded by these pkt s, must be specially
directed via the USA ." To USA 1/-; Newfoundland , od ; any other B N American
co lony, 8d . First pkt leaves Ga lway 18 Aug .

25 .8 . 1863 TW. UK to Hait i direct by Br Pkt , 1/-.

1.3.1864 TW . To Nicaragua by Br pkt, uniform Br postage of 1/- , PP .

30 . 10 .1865 GPON . "A red uction having taken place in the postage charged by the US PO for
the sea co nveyance of letters be tween Panama and Sa n Francisco , such reduct ion
applies to all letter s between the UK and Vanco uver ' s Island , Br itish Co lumbia,
San Fra nc isco, Oregon and the Sa ndw ich Island s ' via St Th om as and Panama. ' "
1/6d pr \/2 oz PP .

1.11 . 1866 TW. UK to Surinam or Curacoa by Br , Fr. or Neth erlands pkt , 1/- , Br & For
combined .

1.1 .1867 TW . By Br pkt fro m USA to the Foreig n W Indies , or from one foreig n port in the
W Ind ies to another in the W Indies or to Ca liforn ia via Panam a, a Br rate of 4d .
Any foreign port in the W Indies to Br Co lumbia, Vancouver ' s Island , or the
Sand wich Island s via Panama , partly by Br pkt , a Br and Foreig n rate of 1/2d. All
PP; if not returned to sender.

1.2.1867 GPON . UK to Curacoa , 1/- Br & For , PPV.

13. 5.1 867 GPON 14/67. To Colon or Panama (United States of Co lombia) may , in future ,
be forwarded by Br or US pkt to NY , then on by US pkt. Letters 1/2d PP .

27 .5 .1867 GPON. UK to Br Honduras via the US, 1/2d PP , unp aid letters ex tra on deli very.

1.10 .1867 Ang lo-US Postal Con venti on . NY to Br & For W Indies by Br pkt via St Th om as ,
18¢ , PP ; NY to Bermuda via Halifax , NS, 10¢ (US postage only) .
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PACKET RATES TO THE WEST INDIES, NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

Extracts from Postal Guides for 1853 to 1868 follow. All rates in sterling per 'h oz. unless
stated otherwise. Numbers in brackets refer to note s in the Remarks co lumn . t : must be PP,
:j: : extra charge on delivery, nl: not listed, AR : Alternative route. F: fine if not PP, USP : by
US packet. E.g. 7d F6 means: 7d 'h oz., prepayment opt iona l, paid to destination, fined 6d
if underpaid.

COUNTRY JAN 53 MAY 56 APR 58 APR 60 JAN 65 JAN 68 REMARKS

Antigua nl 6 6t 6t 1/-( 1) 11-{l) 0) F 1/- if not PP.
Aspinwall nl I l-t:t: I I- t:t: I l-t:t: nl nl
Bahamas nl 6 6t 6t 11-{l) 11-(1)
Barbadoes nl 6 6 6t 1/-( 1) 1/-( 1)
Berbice 1/2:1: 6 6t 6 1/-{l) 1/-(1)
Bermuda I j-:j: 6 6 6 1/ -(1) 1/-(1) 1865/ 68 via Halifax or

St. Thomas. AR via NY,
1/30 ) in 1865, 7d F
6d in 1868.

British Columbia nluntil 1868 7t:t: Via NY.
California 2/ 4t:t: as 53 as 53 as 53 2/ 4(2) 6(3) AR1853/ 56/ 58 via US CM

1/2 '/ 2dt . (2) byBr or US
pkt via NY, 1/-. (3) F6d.

Campeachy nl 2/3t:t: 2/3t:t: 2/3t:t: I I- t:t: nl
Canada 1/2(4) 1/2USP as 56 as 56 as 56 6(3) (4) I I- via Halifax. AR 1856-

65 US CM Br pkt, 8d; via
Halifax 6d. Via US 1868
7d(3).

Chagres nl I I- t:t: I l-t:t: 1/-t:t: I I- t:t: nl
Colon N Granada nl 1/-t:t: I l-t:t: I l-t:t: nl 1/-t:t:
Costa Rica nl 2/3 t:t: 2/3 t:t: 2/3t:t: 1/-t:t: 1/-t:t:
Cuba 2/3 t:t: as 53 as 53 1/6:1: nl I l-t:t: AR 1853-60 US CM 1/2

'I' dt. 1868 byWI Br pkt,
Fr pkt, or via USA.

Curacoa 1/5t:t: 1/5t:t: 1/ 5t:t: 6t:j: I I- t:t: lI-
Dominica nl 6 6t 6t 1/-0 ) 1/-( 1)
Grenada nl 6 6t 6t 1/-{l) 1/-(1)
Grey Town (Nic) 2/3t:t: 2/ 3t:t: 2/3 t:t: 6t:j: 1/-t:t: 1/-t:t: AR 1868 via Panama, 21-t.
Guadaloupe nl 1/ 5t:t: 1/5t:t: 6t:j: I l-t:t: 1/-t:t: AR 1865/ 68 byFrpkt 8d

'/' Ol
Guatemala nl 6t:t: 6t:t: 6t:t: I l- t:t: 21-t:t: AR 1865 via Panama 21-t .

1868 via Panama only.
Havana nl 2/3 t:t: as 56 1/6t:t: 1/-t:t: nl AR 1856 via US CM 1/2

'/ 2dt.
Hayti (S Domingo) nl 1/5t:t: 1/5t:t: 6t:t: 1/-t:t: 1/-t
Honduras (Sr) 1/-:1: 6 6t 6t 1/-{l) 1/1(1 )
Honduras (For) nl 6t:t: 6t:t: 6t:j: 1/-t:t: nl sep.
Jamaica exKston 1/2 6 6t 6t 1/-0 ) 1/-( 1)
Jam Kingston lI- nl separately thereafter
Martinique nl 1/5t 1/5t:t: 6t:j: I l-t:t: as 65 AR 1865/68 via France,

8d II' oz

Mexico 2/3 t:t: 2/3 t:t: as 56 as 56 I l-t:t: 1/-t:t: AR 1856/ 60 via USA 1/5t .
Montserrat nl 6 6t 6t 1/-( 1) 1/-( 1)
Mosquito Terr nl nl nl 6t:t: I I- t:t: 1/-t:t:
Navy BayN Gran nl I l-t:t: 1/-t:t: 1/-t:t: nl nl
Nevis nl 6 6t 6t 11-{l) 11-(1)
New Brunswick lI- 6 6 6F6 6F6 6F6 AR 1853 viaUSA CM 1/2d;

1858 Brpkt via US 3d; 18601
65as 1858butF6dif un-
paid. AR 1868 viaUS, 7dF6.
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COUNTRY JAN 53 MAY 56 APR 58 APR 60 JAN 65 JAN 68 REMARKS

Newfoundland 1/ 6 6 6F6 6F6 6F6
New Granada 1/tt 1/-tt 1/tt 1/-tt l /tt 1/-tt
Nicaragua nl nl nl nl nl 1/-tt
Nova Scotia 1/ 6 as 56 6F6 6F6 6F6 AA 1853 USCM1/2;1856

Br pkt viaUS, Sd;USpkt 1/2d;
1860Brpkt via USSd F6d;
1865viaUSBr pkt SdF6, US
pkt1/2dF6; 1868 via USA
7dF6.

Oregon As California
Panama nl l /tt l / tt l /tt l /tt l /tt
Porto Rico nl 1/5tt 1/5tt 1/5tt l /tt 1/-tt
PEl 1/- 6 6 6 6F6 6F6 AR 1853 by USCM 1/2;

1868 via NY 7dF6.
St Bartholomew nl 1/5tt 1/5tt nl nl nl
St Croix nl 6 6t 6t 1/-(l) t 1/{l)
St Domingo as Hayti nl nl 1/tt nl
St Eustatius nl 6tt 6tt 6tt 1/tt nl
St Jago (Cuba) nl 2/3 tt 2/3 tt 1/6tt nl nl
St Juan(Nic) nl 2/3 tt 2/3 tt 6tt nl nl
St Kitts nl 6 6t 6t 1/(1) as 65
St Lucia nl 6 6t 6t 1/ (1) as 65
St Martins nl 6tt 6tt 6tt 1/(1 )t 1/tt
St Thomas l /tt 6t 6t 6t 1/( l )t 1/-(1)t
St Vincent nl 6 6t 6t 1/ (1) as 65
Tobago nl 6 6t 6t 1/ (1) 1/(1)
Tortola nl 6 6t 6t 1/(1) 1/(1)
Trinidad nl 6 6 6t 1/(1) 1/(1)
Turks Island nl 6 6 6 1/(1) 1/(1)
USA 1/ 1/ lj- 1/- 1/- 6F6
Vancouver's Is nl 2/ 4tt 1/2/1tt as 58 1/tt 7tt via NY AA 1858 via Panama 2/ 4t.

1865via NYBr pkt, AA via
St Thomas& Panama, 2/4t.

Vera Cruz (Mex) nl 2/3 tt nl nl nl nl
Virgin Islands nl 6 nl nl nl nl
WIndies (Br) 1/ 6 6t 6t 1/(1) 1/(1)
WIndies (For) 1/5tt 1/5tt 1/5tt nl nl nl

Figure 35 . london to
Phila. , 19 May 68, at
6d rate eft. 1.1.1868.
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1.1 .1868 Anglo-US PostalConvention. UK to any part of the USA by pkt or private ship, reduced
to6d (12 cents), PP. Fine in US on unpaid mail from UK, 5¢, on underpaid mail from the
USA to UK fined 6d + deficient postage. GPON 43/67 also announced reduced rates as
follows: UK to Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, PEl, Br Columbia, Vancouvers
Island,Sandwich Islands, via USA; and to Bermudavia NY; reduced to 7d: Br Honduras
via NY & N Orleans, 1/1d. Must be PP to Br Columbia & Vancouver. To Mexico, Colon,
Panama, via USA, 1/-PP.

H.. M ERRII .I. & SONS,
J>l 1ll " tl t~('tUrt" al l.1 Iml." n ,·nt "lI f

;'_ 'c,"< ; 1,..

,i!\flAVTICAI- 'I~'NsTRVMl:NTS
~ .~,. I

. X u . l lSU " rnt()J' Stl '•.H~ 1 .

NEW YORK . )
"~Il:' .'~ ~ Il ' ~ ill I', ~. I tl1' SI*II~l' r Hr,nn l i u : k (;0,.,

I,on r!o ll ,

Figu re 36. New York, 7 Apr 69, to London at 12C (6d) rate.

1.8.1869

1.1.1870

6.1.1870

1.6.1 870
1.7.1 870

TW Between UK and Guatemala by Br Pkt (or partly by Br Pkt), uniform Br postage of
1/-.
Anglo-US Postal Convention of 3/14 Dec 1869 (GPON 41/69). To US by pkt or private
ship reduced to 3d PP.
TW UK to Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick direct by Br or Canadian pkt, reduced
to 3d, PP. Underpaid fined 3d + deficiency. GPON 2flO adds that letters to these destina­
tions via the US rated4d PP.
GPON 17flO. UK to PEl direct bypktor private ship, 3d; via USA,4d; bothPp, fine 3d.
GPON 22flO. By French pkt to Martinique & Guadaloupe, 1/- pr '/2 oz Pp,unpaid dou­
ble.

Figure 37 . Bristol to
Montreal, 13 Mar 69.
Paid 6d for Can. pack­
et but sen t Cuna rd
(via U.S.), thus MORE
TO PAY1d, or 3C .
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Figure 38. Hamilton, 15 May 73, to Glasgow. "Per Allan Line via Quebec" at 6¢ rate.

26.10.1871 GPON. "British Columbia having become part of the Dominion of Canada, all corre­
spondence for that province will henceforth becharged with the same rates and subject to
the same regulations as other parts of Canada."

1.4.1872 TW UK to Bermuda direct or via Halifax, 6d Pp, tine 6d. Between Bermuda and Nova
Scotia by Br pkt, 3d.

29.12.1873 GPON. Bermuda "via St Thomas" by W India pkts, 1/- Pp, unpaid fined on delivery.
Dates ofpkts: 17.1.1874, 17.2.1874,1 7.3.1874, 2.7.1874, 3.8.1874, 2.9.1874, 2.10.1874,
17.12.1874.

30.3.1874 GPON. "Information has been received of the establishment of a colonial mail service,
once a fortnight , between NY and Hamilton , Bermuda." Sailing dates from NY: 16
April, 30 April, 14 May, 28 May, II & 25 June, 9 July. UK to Bermud a "via NY", rate
7d.

.I~k
lo{j;t

~: ,

Figure 39. New York, 9 Apr 73, to Dublin, forwarded to London, at 6¢ rate eft. 1.1.1870.

(To be continued)
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THE

WEILL
BROTHERS'

STOCK

Important United States Stamps and Covers
United States Postmasters' Provisionals

October 12 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

1918 24c Airmail Invert,
the unique plate number block (Sc, C3a)

Millbury, Mass. 5c Black,
with original gum

(Sc.7X1)
1875 5c Taylor

Special Printing (Sc. 181)

Including the complete collection of Postmasters' Provisionals
(lacking only four Scott-listed numbers to be complete), major
rarities of 19th Century Regular and Commemorative Issues,
and the unique 1918 24c Airmail Invert plate number block.
Set oftwo hardbound catalogues $30 ($15 each).
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THE

WEILL
BROTHERS'

STOCK

Important Confederate States Stamps and Covers
October 13 at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

Livin gston, Ala. Sc Blue pair o n cover (Sc . SlXl)

A comprehensive offering of Postmasters' Provisionals, includ­
ing the major rarities, N ew Orleans and Louisiana Po stal History,
General Issues on an d offcover, and proofs from the De La Rue
archives . Hardbound catalogue $15.

Pl ease send check or money order to:

Christie 's Stamp D epartment
502 Park Avenue, New York, N .Y: 10022

8 King St reet, St. James's
London SW1Y 6Q T

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE
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VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J.e . ARNELL

9. Payment of Fore ign Postage through Forwarding Agents

Until the 1848 U K./U.S. Postal Co nvention, the United States Post Office had no ar­
rangem ent, except with Briti sh Nor th America (Vignette 8), for the collec tion of unpaid
U S. postage or the prep ayment of foreign postage on lett er s leaving the co untry. Thi s
meant that all lett ers destined for overseas had to have the inland postage paid to the port
of departure, which co uld be done at the time of mailing or by sending a letter with the
postage unpaid to the ca re of a frie nd or agent at the port , who co uld pay the postage due
on receipt.

Alt hough U S. P.L.&Rs provided instru ctions to postm asters at port cities for han­
dling & dispat ch of mail overseas, many corres pondents did not trust such services, there­
fore, the Forwarding Agent becam e a vital link in the dispatch of such letters. It was the
business of a forwardi ng agent to follow the arrivals and intended sailings of all vesse ls at
his port , so that any letters entrus ted to his care could be given to the first captain plann ing
to call at a port compatible with the letters' destinat ions.

There is very little information relatin g to forwarding agent s' fees for their services,
or to the method of reimbursemen t. In the early days the fees were probab ly nom inal. Let­
ters were sent through the post to the forwardin g agent, who would give them to a depart­
ing ca ptain, along with a one- or two-cent gratuity for each one. On arrival at a foreign
port, the letters would be handed in at the port post off ice, and a seco nd grat uity receive d,
which would be included with the inland postage from the port as part of the postage due.

, . ~ ,. ,

~;;~
J 1\ .

~~

Figure 1. Triple express
mail letter from New Or ­
leans, 15 June 1837, pre­
paid $2 .25 , clo forwarder
Price, Ward & King, who
passed it to Gilpin's Ex ­
change Reading Room and
Foreign Letter Office; there
endorsed to Dramatic line
Garrick. At liverpool back­
stamped " LI V ERPOOL
SHIP LETTER," rated 4/9
stg. due as triple (3 x 8d
ship + 3 x 11d inland).

The introdu ction of the American sa iling packet co mpanies after the War of 1812
brough t a stabili ty to overseas mails, for correspondents could depend on the vesse ls' de­
part ing on the advertised da tes and where they were going; the earlier tradin g vesse ls went
where their cargoes took them. Persons living outside New York City could mail their let­
ters with the knowledge of when they would leave, provided that they were taken from the
post office to the ship. This led in the course of time to the estab lishment of "express com­
panies," which co llected letters in other cities and took them to New York and to the de­
parting vesse l, thus providing an efficient mail service on the main routes out of New York .
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Figure 2 . From New Or­
leans, 9 Apr 1842, due SOC
(double) to N.Y., el o Ed ­
ward Beck & Co ., who
made forwarding note on
back, endorsed it to Black
Ball New York, and handed
it to Hale's Foreign letter
Office. At liverpool back­
stamped as SHIP on 9 May,
rated 8d (single) to lon­
don.

When the British pion eer steamer companies began operating, they linked up with
prominent New York merchants, who had long experience with the Am eri can sa iling pack­
ets, as their agent s. Th ese merchants had , in at least so me cases, been es tablishe d
forwarding agents, and may well have already been in the practice of pro viding a service
for the prepayment of foreign postage on letters. Nothing has been seen to confirm thi s,
however, in April 1839, Abraham Bell & Co., the age nt for the Transatl ant ic Steam Ship
Co mpany's steame r Li verpool . publi shed a not ice listin g the vario us "Shi p's Postage"
(Freig ht Money) rat es, which had been int roduced by the Grea t Western Steam Ship Com­
pany in June 1838 and soon adopted by the other steamship lines and the Am eri can sailing
packet companies. Included in thi s noti ce was the following paragraph :

FOR EIGN POSTAGE - Letters for places out of the United Kingdom and France .
where the Inland Postage has to be paid by the Com pany, are charge d one dollar per
single sheet, and in proport ion for all others as above.
Wadsworth & Smith, the age nts for the British & American Steam Nav igation Com ­

pany's steamers British Queen and President publi shed a nearly identi cal notice in Febru ­
ary 1841 , suggesting that $ 1.00 was the standa rd charge for arrang ing the paym ent of
postage through England and France. It is interestin g to note that in the inter val between
these two notices, the Briti sh inland postage rates were redu ced from II d (22 cents) be­
tween Liverpool and Lond on to ld (2 cents) . The 20 cents difference mu st have been pock ­
eted by the for ward ing age nts.

Willi am F. Harnden of Boston , who founded the first " Express" between that city and
New York to ensure de livery of letter s to the pioneer stea me rs and the Am erican sailing
packets, became the Fre ight Agent at Boston for the British & No rth Am eri can Ste am
Packet Co mpany (the C una rd Line), whe n it began op erating between Liverpool and
Boston . As such, he opened an office in Liverpool , and with his previous experience as a
mail ca rrier, he was in a favored position to offer a foreig n mail serv ice, parti cularl y as he
expanded his Ame rican opera tion to Philadelphia and Albany for the receipt of prepaid let­
ter s from these places as well. By 1842, Harnden had link ed up with Pomeroy & Co. ,
which extended his serv ice as far as Buffal o. His success was in large measure due to the
fact that , in addition to the prepaym ent of forei gn postage option, letters were carried from
the various point s to New York and Boston for l 2 'h ce nts, while the less efficient U.S. Post
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Figure 3. Quadruple letter,
New Orleans, 22 March
1843, $1.00 inland due t o
N .Y. In care of "Meyer &
Stucken" (on reverse) , en­
dorsed for Blue Swallow­
tail Independence. Re ­
ceived London 26 Apr, rat­
ed 1/4 stg. due as double.

/

Offi ce was charg ing 18J
/ . cents.

Although Harnden 's foreign postage charges are not known, it seems probable that
those published by Pomeroy & Co. in 1844 were similiar. A Harnden letter to Canton has a
" Pd 1.70" on it, which is the same as the Pomeroy charge.

LEITER TARI FF
For Foreig n Letters. by Pomeroy's Letter Exp ress

FROM NEW YORK lD
Liverpool 58
Any part of the United Kingdom 60
France 88
Switzer land 1.00
Germany. Austria. Denma rk. Russia. Swede n and all

other North of Euro pe via France 1.19
Spain and Portugal . via France 1.12

do via Falmouth Packet 1.32
Holland and the Netherlands 1.13
Italy, Sici ly and Sardinia 1.18
Gibral tar 98
Ostend 1.10
Jam aica and Leeward Islands 98
Malta, Turkey, Greece and the Med iterranean

via Mar se illes, per first packet 1.43
Trieste and Smyrn a 1.38
Egypt and Burmah 1.40

lDlNDI A
By Overland Mail 1.70
By via: Marseilles 1.40
By via: French Packet 1.70
New Sout h Wales and Van Diem an's Land 1.90

Selectin g a range of the above tariffs and comparing them with the Briti sh postage
from New York to the same destin ati ons, as given in P.o. Act 3&4 Vict., cap. 96 , 1840 , it
would appear that they were develop ed by adding a IS-cent New York-Boston priv ate
postage to the Briti sh postage and then a 50 percent surcharge to the total , as shown:
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Destin ati on British
Postage

IS cents
Added

50 percent
Surcharge

Above
Tar iff

S8e
60e
88e
98¢

S8'j,¢
6 1'j,¢
88'j,¢
97'j,¢

19'j,¢
20'h¢
29'/,¢
32'/,¢

39¢
41¢
S9et
6S¢

24¢
26¢
44¢
SOet

Liver pool
Any Part U.K.
France
G ibra lta r
Jam aica I
Sw itzerland S2¢ 67¢ 33'j,¢ 100'j,¢ 100¢
Os tend S8¢ 73¢ 36'j,¢ 109 'j,¢ II O¢
North Euro pe M¢ 79et 39'h¢ 118'h¢ 11 9¢
Egypt 78¢ 93¢ 46 'j,¢ I39'j,¢ 140¢

On I July 1845, the Uni ted Sta tes inland postage was redu ced to five cents under 300
miles and ten cen ts over 300 mil es, as a result of public pressure and to curtail the private
express es . Th en foll owin g the introduction of the American co ntract steamers in 1847,
postal conventions were signed with Brit ain , and Bremen , which ease d the probl em of pre­
payin g the postage and overseas letters, as they could no t be sent unpaid to and through
the se countries.

Figure 4. From Malaga, Spain, 13 Feb 1845, by private trader to Phila., and there deliv­
ered to Hale & Co. By Hale service to Boston, charged 6C. Entirely outside government
mails.

Th e foreign lett er officers still had a role to fill , but had to redu ce their charges in or­
der to compete with the postal service. Thi s was reflected in a printed c ircular from Hale's
Foreign Letter Office at 70 Wall Stree t, New York, which was sent to out-of-town po stmas­
ters, prob abl y in 1847 or 1848 before the adve nt of the postal convention with Gr eat
Br itain , for it begins:

Havin g, du rin g the past ten yea rs, been frequently ca lled upon by Postmasters in
var ious parts of the co untry to forward letter s to diffe rent pla ces in Europe and Asia,
and PAY TH E POSTAGE TO TH E DESTI NATIO NS OF TH E LETTERS, I am induced
to send this circ ular to some of the leadin g Postm aster s in the Uni ted Sta tes, and enabl e
you to do for those in your vicinity wh at ought to be don e by the Gove rnme nt. And , I
hop e the tim e is not far distant , whe n the lib eral pro pos itions which have been mad e by
our Gener al Post-office Dep artm ent wi ll be acceded to by Gr eat Brit ain .

Th ere are. doubtless, many pe rso ns near your off ice who would be desirous to
pay the who le ch arge s on the letter s they may wish to send to their friend s abroad , as by
makin g the cont ent s of thi s pa per know. it will not only ob lige the m, but put money into
the Post-office Department , in as much as the inland postage to New York would have
to be paid ; and whi ch now the Gove rnme nt loses, having no means to pay the expenses
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Figure 5. Beirut, Lebanon,
16 Apr 1853, sent privately
to Rathbone & Bros . Co. ,
Liverpool , who assigned
#2160 in their backstamp,
and mailed unpaid 13 May
on Cunard Europa from
Liverpool 14 May to
Boston. In closed bag to
N.Y., where rated 24C due.

on the letters abroad.
I shall be glad to receive from you and forward , (by steamers which leave New

York or Boston once in five days,) all letters you may have offered to you for foreign
countries 1D BE PRE-PAID, upon your remi tting to me with the letters the rates in the
followin g schedule. The postage to New York must be paid to you; and , in addit ion to
my rates, you might charge such commiss ion as would remunerate you for your troubl e.
Remittances may be made with United States postage stamps, if you prefer it.

The rate s, which are shown below, appear to be based on the Briti sh postage with an
additional fifty percent add ed to the postage for less than half an ounce. Thi s represen ts a
redu ction from the Pom eroy rates given above, as the surcharge is applied onl y to the first
increment of postage.

Under half oz. Half to one oz.
To Engla nd, Scotland , Ireland , or Wales 37 'j, 62'j,
To Fran ce, Germany, Denmark and Holland 56 94

>7'/:rY/ f / 'r:?//'/;~ U:Z;"-~

Figure 6. New York, 30 June 1841, conveyed to Boston by Harnden's Express and deliv­
ered to Cunard Columbia, sailed 1 July, arr. Liverpool 15 July. Backstamped
" AMERICA/ L1VERPOOL" in double oval. London struck boxed "PACKET LETTER," debit­
ed France 1/-. In France marked 26 decimes due: 12 decimes to G.B. and 14 decimes in­
ternal for 690 kilometers Cala is to Bordeaux, under if> grams.
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Figure 7. New York, 28 Feb 1844, taken to Boston by Harnden's Exp ress for Hibernia,
sailed 1 Mar. London debited Belgium 2/4 (1/- TA, 1/4 G.B. -Ostend) . Backstamped " AN­
GLETERRE/OSTEND" on 15 Mar and charges accounted: "Debours entranger [foreignI
2/4; TAXE REDUITE [convertedl 30; PORT BELGE [Belgian po stagel 15," fo r total of 45
decimes due.

To Sweden, Russia, Prussia, Austria, Hamburg,
Switzerland and all the North of Euro pe 62'/, 1,00

To Spain, Portugal, Italy, Sic ily, Greece, Sardin ia,
Turkey, Malta, and Gibraltar. 75 1,12

To Made ira, SI. Helena, Cape Good Hope 87'h 1.25
To China, Batavia, Calc utta, Madras , Bombay,

Singapore, Mani lla, and New Sou th Wales I,05 1,80
For every half ounce over one ounce. add half a single rate.
All packages to he paid to Nell' York, and addressed "HALE'S FOR EIGN LETTER OF­
FICE, 70 Wall Stree t, New York."
The practice of paying a surc harge to foreign letter offices to handl e overseas letters

stopped fairl y soo n afte r the several postal conventions made it possible to prepay the for­
eig n postage on letters sent th rou gh the Post Office. A few lett er s bearing a Harnden
" PAID TO DESTI NATIO N" handstarnp, which see m to be the last, are dat ed 1850 .

Figure 8. Letter from Harnden & Co., Liverpool, 4 Jan 1847; circular marking " HARNDEN
& Co./of liverpool/Have Paid Postage/To LIVERPOOL O/O/TRANSATLANTIC 1/·/TO BE
COLLECTED 1/-/by/HARNDEN & Co. of U.S." By Hibernia, arr. Boston 25 Jan . Delivered
privately by Harnden N.Y. agent who collected amount noted plus service charges.
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III AM SEEKING THE APPROPRIATE COLLECTION
FOR THE STEVE IVY PRESIDENT'S SALE AT
WORLD STAMP EXPO '89."

"Have you been waiting for anextraordinary opportunity tosell your
prime collection? Ifso, please call me atonce. I believe I have the sale
you've been waiting for. The Steve Ivy President's Sale atWorld Stamp
Expo '89 will bedevoted exclusively toone ortwo exceptional collections.
On the day ofthe sale, your finest material will be displayed atan
invitation-only lotviewing and reception atthe Sheraton Washington Hotel
inWashington D.C. Immediately following the reception, the world's
leading collectors and dealers will gather for this impressive sale. Never
before have Ihad the exciting opportunity toselect the one ortwo premier
collections ofthe highest quality for this sale. And never before has there© 1989SteveIvyPhilatelicAuctions, Inc.

"YOur Outstandinf< Collection
Deserves.The pisfinf!'~~'!. Of
The President S Sale. SterelvyPhiJatelicAuctions
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beenaneventlikeWorldStamp Expo '89, whereyourprestigecollection
will besoldtotopinternationalbuyerswhoappreciateitsuncommon
value."

"YOUR FINEST STAMPS WILL BE DISPLAYED IN
YOUR EXCLUSIVE FULL-COLOR
PRESIDENT'SSALE CATALOG."

"You areprobablyfamiliarwithourattractivesalecatalogs. Eachone
featureshundredsofstampsand covers withfull-colorphotographyand
detailedphilatelicdescriptions. That same professionalcarewill befocused
onyourpersonalized President'sSalecatalog. RarelyhaveI been ableto
devoteanentirecatalogtooneunique collection, andIlookforwardto
workingwithyoupersonallyonitsproduction."

"

T HEWORLD'S LARGEST GATHERING
OF INTERNATIONAL COLLECTORS AND
DEALERS WILL BE YOUR BUYERSl "

" Your collectionwillbeshowcasedinleadingphilatelicjournals
throughout AmericaandEurope. As youmayalreadybeaware, Steve Ivy
PhilatelicAuctionsishighlyregardedfor itsexpertiseinattractingtop
buyers, whocanbidonyourstampsbymailor FAX directlyfromthe
President'sSalecatalog. Inaddition, more than 100,000 collectorsand
dealersfrom overahundred nationsaround theworld are expectedto
attend theWorld StampExpo '89.Thisisthe philatelic exposition ofthe
decade, anidealtimeto reach theglobalmarketyourexceptionalcollection
deserves! "

"p LEASE CALL ME AND LET'S DISCUSS
THE SALE OFYOUR
FINEST MATERIAL."

" Why am Isoexcitedabout thissale? It isn't oftenthat Ihavethechance
toselect thebestcollections anddevote mypersonal attentiontoevery
aspect oftheir sale. Evenmore excitingis theWorld StampExpo '89, an
excellent venue for thesaleofyour finestmaterial.Together, thesetwo
events- the Steve Ivy President'sSaleand World StampExpo '89- make
upahighlyfavorable selling environmentthat isnot tobemissed. I hope
youwill bethe one tosieze thisopportunityfor selling yourdistinctive
collection. It won't come again, sowhy notcall merightnow?"

PleaseCall:

1-800-STAMPS-l (782-6771)
Sale Date: November 25

Consignment Deadline: September 11

TheHeritage Building- 311 Market Street - Dallas, Texas75202-9990
WATS: 1-800-STAMPS-I (782-6771) -In Texas:214-742-2200

SelectedasanOfficialAuctioneer forAmeripex'86,
Interpex /987-1989, theAPSSales1984-/990, andthe WorldStampExpo

~
<'/1 01 111' :"

5:rnVE IVY PHILATELICAUcnON5
INC

Gr~
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PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS
FRANK MANDEL, Editor
"CHARGE" INSTEAD OF "FREE" -
THE DEPARTMENTAL FRANKING "BROWNOUT" OF 1845-47

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

From our beginnings of government until 1873, the incumbent s of posts in the execu­
tive departm ent s who rece ived or sent volum es of mail were given the franking privilege
- except for a two year hiatus, 1845-1847 .

The Act of March 3, 1845, recognizing that abuse of the frankin g privilege had be­
come a way of life for most of those in the government, repealed all prior legislation con­
ferring franking. Congress then graciously restored the privilege to themselves, the Presi­
dent , Vice President , the ex-presidents and their widows, all on a "personal" basis in that
they could frank personal or unofficial mail and were not limited to just their official mail s.
In addition, the privil ege was again granted to the postmasters and the state governors on a
more limited sca le.

They also gave the franking privilege to the three Assistant Postmasters General, but
for officia l business only. The franking privilege wasn't given to the Postmaster General, or
any other cabinet member, or any other official in any of the executive departments.

Figure 1. Covers sent by Col. Joseph Totten of the Army Engineers, franked in 1844 (top)
bearing a "FREE" postmark, and , in 1846, with "Charge Engineer Department" and
"PAID" and "10" markings in addition to Washington postmarks. Both covers bear Tot­
ten's signature, the top as a frank; the bottom to authorize the postage being charged by
the Washington post office.

The new law required all tho se governme nt official s who had "prev iously had the
franking pr ivilege [th at is, the department al officers ] to keep account of all po stage
charged and payable by them upon letters, packages, or other matt ers received through the
mail touching upon the duties of their respective offices .. ." and these charges were to be
refunded to them quarterly by their own bureau s, offices, etc.
166 Chronicl e 143 / August 1989 / Vol. 41. No. 3



In other word s, they had to fina nce the ir ow n postal cha rges until the gove rnme nt got
around to paying them - ass uming the audi tors would all ow the charges.

Two yea rs later, the Act of March 3, 1847, allo tted $2 00,000.00 per year to the Post
Office Dep artment to cove r the government's free mail serv ice (this was soon raised to half
a million doll ar s a yea r) and alth ough that Act didn't say a word abo ut restorin g the frank­
ing privilege to the Department s, the accompanying regulations of the Post Office Depart­
ment restored the franking pri vilege " to all public office rs who were entitled to the frank­
ing privil ege prior to the Act of the 3rd of March. 1845." Th e regul at ion s also added a few
posts.

Th e late Ted Steve ns, who co llec ted and wrote abo ut fran ks, had ca lled the per iod af­
ter the abo lishmen t of the franking privilege thro ugh out the gove rnme nt in 1873 . until it
was fina lly restore d abo ut as it is today in 1895, the fra nking "blac kout:' so the two year
hiatu s of 1845, applying only to the dep artment al officers, was dub bed the "brownout pe­
riod ."

Figure 2. Col. Joseph Totten.

Prior to the "browno ut" period , all offic ial mail fro m eac h office and bureau , with
some exce ptio ns. was franked by officia ls having the pri vilege by law; if a part icul ar offi­
cial d idn't have the privilege. mail was usuall y se nt to the next higher off icial on the totem
pole who did. All mail addressed to the various offices was received free under the same
laws; thi s was in an era whe n most mail was sent co llec t. so that for Department s with
large numbers of peopl e in the field , the official mail they recei ved was free franked and
wh at they se nt was addressed to an offi cial in their Dep artment wh o had the franking privi­
lege.

Th e " browno ut" ca used probl em s to two of the Dep artments with large numbers of
peopl e in the field not having the fran king pri vilege. Th ese were the War and Treasury De­
partment s; the other Depa rtme nt with large num bers of field offices was the Post Office
but the Postmasters had the fran king privilege, 1845-47 and before and afterwa rds.

Th e War Dep artment had field office rs who had accounts for ordnance , qu ar term aster
sup plies , co mmissa ry, etc., and when the franking pri vil ege of thei r supe riors at Wash ing­
ton to who m their mail was se nt was lost , while the peopl e in the field could still se nd their
mail co llec t, that whi ch they recei ved had to be paid for unless it was prep aid .

The same was true of the Trea sury Department 's Cu stoms people, and other tax col­
lectors.

Both the Treasury and War Departments apparently decided to prep ay such mail
ra ther than go th rough lot s of paperwork regarding postal accounts. Figure I shows a pair
of covers sent by Col. Joseph G. Totten, Chief Eng ineer of the Army. Th e cove r with the
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Figure 3. Sent from the Quartermaster Dept. of the Army in Washington in July 1846,
this cover is endorsed "Charge" and "Qu. Mas. Gens Office" with the signature of
William A. Gordon, "CC" (Chief Clerk) of that office, authorizing the postage to be
charged. The Washington post office marked the cover "PAID" and "5" for its postage to
Philadelphia.

1844 date is franked by Totten and marked "Free" and the lower cove r bea rs the legend.
"Charge Engineer Departm ent " and is also marked " PAID and " 10" on the cover sent to
Gen . Z. Taylor, Commanding U.S. Army, Mexico. The cover was sent to New Orleans to be
carried to the Mexican coast by a despatch vesse l.

Totten , show n in Figure 2, was Chief Engineer of the Army from 1838 unt il he died in
office in 1864. While the law had , until 1845, req uired that he frank the mail from his of­
fice, as no one else had the privilege, during the brownout period , most of the author iza­
tions to charge the postage were signed by cle rks delegated to do the job.

Figure 3 shows a cover sent by the Army Qu art ermaster General's Office but rather
than bein g signed by the Quartermaster Genera l, Ge neral Jesup , it bears the signature of
his Chief Clerk, Willi am Gordon (F igure 4), autho rizing the Washington post office to
charge the postage as prepaid.

Figure 4. William A. Gordon.

Later, Go rdon, a career clerk in the War Department , did have the franking privil ege
in the same post.

The Treasury Department also used subo rdina te people to sign outgoi ng mail to au­
thor ize ch argin g the postage. Figure 5 shows a pair of covers signed by Willi am B. Ran-
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Figure 5, At bottom: Endorsed "charge I Treasury of the U. States," with the initials,
"Wm B R," this cover was sent during the brownout of 1845-7 to a bank at Pittsburgh.
The cover at the top, sent in 1860, confirms the name behind the initials on the low er
cover was William B. Randolph, Chi ef Clerk of the United States Treasury.

do lp h , C h ief C le rk of the Tre as ury of the United States. T he up pe r cover, mostly co n­
cealed, shows Randolp h's signa ture wh en he franked mail as Acting Trea surer of the Unit­
ed Stat es in 1860 , and it bears his fu ll signature as required . The lower cover, endorsed
"cha rge/Treasury of the U'States," sent during the brownout pe rio d , bea rs on ly Randolph's
initial s, whic h was probably the " squ igg le" he normall y app lied to info rmal pape rs passing
across h is desk.
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Figure 6. Some of those signing to authorize charging postage were not prominent, as is
the case on this cover on business of the Revenue Marine Cutter Service, part of the Cus­
toms effort to prevent smuggling . Addressed to a Lieutenant of the service at Castine,
Maine, it bears the signature of Capt. Alexander V. Fraser of the Serv ice , and Washington
postal markings showing it to have been prepaid with 10C postage.

Ra ndolph and Gordon were easi ly ide ntified , but the signature on the cover shown in
Fig ure 6, a long, na rrow enve lope sent du ring the brownout period and addressed to an of­
ficer in the " Revenue Marine " required some research. From the U.S. Register for 1845,
which lists names, po sts and pay of all government offic ia ls, it wa s lea rned tha t the signa­
ture on the cover was th at of Capt. A lexande r V. Fraser of the U.S. Revenue Ma rine Cutter
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Servi ce. Incidentally, the addres see 's nam e is actually Su ppl y Clapp Foss, as show n by the
sa me list!

Brown out covers, altho ugh having a quite simi lar ap pearance to frank ed covers and,
at times, sig na tures of offic ials who had the franking priv ilege, before and afte r, normally
wi ll bear markings showing postage to be paid and the word "c ha rge" togeth er wit h the
ide ntifica tio n of wha t office to charge.

From the standpoi nt of office efficiency, the process probably saved a lot of paper­
work, since if such lett ers were sent co llect, the add res sees would also have to have kept
accounts that would have to have been audited, approved and paid. Since, under the law of
1845 , eac h office also had to keep such an acco unt as well, and so did the Washington post
office , the system prob abl y worked well. It a lso had ano ther adva ntage in that the supervis­
ing officials who normally frank ed mai l could have used their tim e for other things than
signing thei r nam es on letters.
1.r&WI::U:Q)[RS, For PHILATELISTS, NUMISMATISTS, EPHEMERISTS,
~IE ARCHIVISTS, COLLECTORS AND SAVERS.
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, Po. Box 406' : mounting on pages without adhesives.
; Lima,Pa. 19037 i • Folders and Pouches for document preservation.L • • + __ • I

- Mn AR-"IS A TRACE NAWf Of OUF'QNT · · r UCIl S TS " IS '" TU Cf NAME Of UVl OIH"" Of PAr APPl iED FOil
Excellent United States
STAMPS, COVERS AND PROOFS

Send $1.00 for your
fully illustrated Net Price Sale

catalogue of excellent United States
stamps, covers and proofs.

o A ggressive buyers of qualit y U.S. stamps.
o Expert appraisal s and coffection consultat ion.
o Perso na lize d wan t list service.

DAVID CHAMPACNE INC.
POST O FFICE BOX 36 \ 095
MELBOURNE, FLO RID A 32 93 6

(407) 773-9217

\~!1fiiJ
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The One Cent Magenta

Own ed by one of our cl ients.
We can help yo u build yo ur

Great Coll ection as we ll.

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
Professional Philatelist

P.O. Box 373
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

(215) 356-3758
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u.s. CARRIERS
ROBERT MEYERSBURG, Editor
SARATOGA SPRINGS - POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONAL
ROBSON LOWE

When the grea t co llec tion formed by Co unt Fer rary was sold in 1921-23 in a ser ies of
auctions by M. G. Gilbert in Par is, a postmaster 's provisional was included used on a cover
from Saratoga Springs. Alas, there is no filing endorsement so the year date is a matter of
conjecture .

.'

Figure 1. The cover (ex-Ferrary) with Saratoga Springs postmaster's provisional. Post­
marked AUG 10, no year date, and with oval UNION HALL in blue.

The cover bears PAID in an oval frame and 5 struck on blue on thin pap er and adher­
ing to the letter with a smudge of sealing wax . In the same shade of blue is the Saratoga
Springs circul ar datestamp . The rate of 5 (cents) ) is written in a magent a ink. There is also
an impression in a deeper blue readin g UN ION HALL SARAlDGA SPRING S in a doubl e
oval. The address is as follows:

Mr. Leonard W Lawrence
Smithstown
Suffolk County
Long Is/and N.Y.

An entire lett er has come to light with the same Sarato ga Sp rings c.d.s., the same
manu scr ipt 5 in magent a ink , a blue straightline paid and a manuscript in black ink " Paid
Union Hall. " The letter is so headed on June 30th, 1846 , and is signed by Washin gton Put­
nam who was ask ing Mr. Shepherd to label 50 bibles "Unio n Hall Saratoga Springs." Th e
bibles were to be sent by steamboa t.

If the Un ion Hall hand stamp arrived after I July 1846 then the letter with the post­
master 's provisional could well be dated the same year.

A further po int of interest is that the letter dated June 30th, 1846, is sent to:
D. Shephard Esq .•
Care ofWm. B. White Esq..
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Figure 2. Cover with same Saratoga Springs postmark, manuscript "Union Hall" origin,
and dated JUl1, 1846. It suggests that the pm provisional cover in Figure 1 may also be
dated 1846.

Howard Hotel.
Nell' }()rk

The Howard Hotel was the ter minus for letters ca rried outside the ma ils from Ca nada
and elsew here at that time and had a rece iving sta tion for the New York Cit y Despatch
Post.
LETTERS OF COLD
by Jesse L. Coburn

The absorbing story of the mails in California from
Spanish control to 1869. Emphasis is placed on the Gold
Rush period: mail routes by sea and overland, express
companies and their markings, illustrated envelopes
and letter sheets, and postal markings on starnoless
and stamped mail.

Over 1,250 photographs, with 16 pages in color ,
illustrate this fascinating chapter in our nation 's history.
Hardbound, 400 pages.

Winner of Cold for Literature
in all competitions entered:

THREE INTERNATIONAL and TWO NATIONAL GOLDS
Available at $50.00 postpaid

from
U.S.P.C.S., 2030 Glenmont Dr. NW, canton, Ohio 44708
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AN IMPORTANT HOLDING OF THE 1847 ISSUES
EMERGES FROM OBSCURITY

To Be Sold By Robert G. Kaufmann Auction Galleries

The holding is revealed as a major collection of the classic issues of 1847 assembled
by its two consecutive owners over a period of forty years. The core of the collection was
formed in the late 1950s through the 1970s and contains examples previously in a broad
spectrum of notable collections: Ackerman, Emerson, Sweet, Dick, Caspary, Sinkler,
Gibson, Sampson, West, Meroni and Chase .

Wheeling West Va. Precancels Hudson River Mall Troy & N. Y. Steamboat

The present owner has wide ranging interests, from fine art to Americana. He
acquired the collection by private treaty a number of years ago and embarked on the goal of
forming an in-depth study of the first government emissions. The collection was broadened
with significant purchases from the Grunin, Hubbard and Rust collections. Included now are
examples of all the major double transfers, a presentation of the complete color and plate
impression ranges by year of issue of both the 5c and lOc issues, and an extensive selection
of stamps and covers showing fancy cancellations and domestic and foreign usages , all in
outstanding condition. While the collection has been organized by frame, a total of eight
frames, it has never been exhibited.

Binghamton, N.Y. Herringbone Trenton, N.J. Star Way 6 Canadian Target

Mr. Kaufmann commented, "In all my years of handling auction consignments, I
don't know when I've ever enjoyed studying a collection as much as this one. It's like a
doctoral thesis on the classic 1847s. Sensibly organized, with sensibly selected examples,
and sensibly written up. It goes to show what a discriminating collector can achieve in
putting together a complete collection even in today's competitive market."

Mr. Kaufmann announced the collection will be sold at public auction October 11 in
the Savoy Room of the Plaza Hotel in New York City. A buffet will be served. He strongly
recommends reservations for the auction and buffet.
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Public Auct ion 61 October 11,1989

Superb 5c 1847 used to Holland

( " .. / .
,

l '

I " /

I

Superb 10c 1847 tied by a "Steamer 10" cancel

Auction to be held in the Savoy Room The Plaza, Fifth Avenue at Fifty-Ninth Street. A full color
cata log, including Prices Realized, is available for $5.

ll5
ROBERT G. KAUFMANN

( Auction Galleries, Inc.
P.O. Box 1895 540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township N.J. 07470
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
GOING THE WRONG WAY!
AN EARLIEST KNOWN DATE OF USE REVISED TO A LATER DATE

JEROME S. WAGSHAL

In the past five or so decades, since earliest known dat es of use have become of in­
creasing interes t to postal historians, it has been a relati vely common occurrence for dis­
cove ries to be made which moved such dates to an earlier point. Thi s is pa rticul arl y true of
the three cent 1851 and 1857 stamps, where there are so man y covers which have surv ived
that new ones are cons tantly being brought to light and/or being examined by knowledge­
able persons.

I cannot, however, recall an ea rliest known date having been revised to a later date af­
ter having been established by responsible stude nts. However, such a case app ears to have
arisen recentl y.

In the Kelleher sale of the Beals materi al in June 1988, lot 2 11 was descr ibed as be­
ing a Plat e 2 late orange brown on Janu ary 12, 1852, cover, and the ea rlies t known dat e of
use of the late state of Plat e 2. As far as I can determine this was the cove r on which the
Plate 2 late ea rlies t known usage was based . The provenance of this cove r was exce llent,
since : (i) It had Dr. Chase's notati on , in his familiar hand , on the back noting that the stamp
was 59R 2L , and an exa mple of the rare orange brown from the late state of Plate 2; and (i i)
It came from the co llec tion of a knowledgeable phil ateli st. Inde ed , the auction ca talog re­
ported that Dave Beals had paid $23 0 for the cover ten years ago in 1978. The cove r, which
originated in Orwell, 0., bore a manu scr ipt town marking, and the stamp was a cut-in copy
with a manuscript cancel not tying it to the cove r, although the stamp had a rich co lor.

Both Plates I Late and 2 Late have rare printings in orange- brow n inks from the time
that they were first put to press. Neve rthe less, all of the stamps from these two plates,
whether orange-brown or some later co lor, are deem ed to be Scott No. II and not Sco tt
No. 10. So, even though the stamp discussed here is described as bein g ora nge- brow n, the
po int is that we are discussing the earliest known date from Plat e 2 Late which is a Scott
No. II stamp.

With the Chase notat ion on the back I was prepared to acce pt the cover as what it was
claimed to be. However, Frank Mandel , who had noted the cover in passing, commented to
me that he thought the stamp was indeed an OB. ("M ay the shade of Dr. Chase look down
kindl y on me," Frank says.) Spur red by this comme nt, I examined the cover, after receiving
it at home, and compa red it with positions 59 R ea rly and late in my platin g. The compa ri­
son copies were both good print s, since the pla ting had originally been made by Dr. Chase ,
and had been imp roved for four decades by DeVere Card.

Neverthe less, I was unable to come to a definite conclusion. Position 59R was not the
subjec t of any identifying recutting bet ween its earl y and late stages and there was no
clearl y defined key to distingui sh ing bet ween them .

Accordingly, I sought the ass istance of two experts. Bill McDaniel examined the cove r
with its 59R, and wrote me a de tailed letter spec ifying the subtle differences be tween the
two sta tes in position 59 R. He co ncluded that the stamp was the early sta te of position
59 R.

Subsequently, Tom Alexander came to the same conclusion. I felt I need ed at least
two experts of this stature to return the cove r in the face of Dr. Chase's notation on the back
of the cove r. With these opinions the return was acce pted.
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Conclus ion

It is the usual situa tion for an orange brown stamp to be the desired plate variety
rat her than the more co mmo n No. I I to be such. However, in th is unusual co ntex t, the
identifi cat ion of thi s stamp as an OB mean t that the cove r was nothing more than an aver­
age-marg ined pen ca nce lled Orange Brown on an ordina ry cover, rat her than an important
postal history landmark .

In the process, the hith ert o accep ted ea rlies t-known-da te-of-use of plate 2 late, Jan­
uary 12, 1852, has been called into question .

The matter is now open to the USPCS and philately in general. Who can provide a
record of a Plate 2 late stamp used on January 12, 1852, or a da te short ly thereafter, which
might qu alify as the earliest known date of use?
THREE CENT 1851 FIRST DAY COVERS

In co nnec tion with wor k on a new 3¢ 185 1-1861 book, the section editor would like to
compile a photographi c reco rd of all known first day covers. If you own such an item , a
black and white glossy photograph will be mu ch appreciated. Th e record will be published
in the Chronicle , and credit will be given to all who contribute to the list ing. Please write
the sec tion editor at 922 Walnut. Kansas City, Missouri 64 106.
FREE RETURNED LETTERS
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

By 1860 the pressure on the Dead Letter Office beca me very grea t because of a vast
increase in the numb er of undel iverable letters entering the mails. In an attempt to relieve
that pressure it was proposed such letter s be retu rned direct ly to their writers rather than
through the Dead Letter Office and that they be returned free of any forwarding postage.
On 23 Jul y 1860 an enabling act was passed :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati ves of the United States of
America in Congress assemhied. That when any person shall endo rse on any letter his
or her name. and place of residence. as wri ter thereof. the same, afte r remain ing un­
called for at the office to which it is directed . thi rty days, or the time the writer may di­
rect, shall be returned , by ma il, to said writer: and no such letters shall be advertised ,
nor sha ll the same be treated as dead letters, until so return ed to the post office of the
wri ter, and there remain uncall ed for for one quarte r.

The regulations promulgated by the Postmaster General appeared in the United States
Mail & Post Office Ass istant of October, 1860 (Vol. I, No. I, p. 3) :

A letter on which the writer has endorsed his or her name, and place of residence,
without directio n as to the time of remai ning uncalled for, must be returned, by mail, to
such wr iter, afte r the ex piration of thirty days.

When , in add ition to the name and reside nce of the writer, the time for holding a
lett er (whe ther more or less than th irty days) is spec ified. such time mu st be observed.

The law. strictly interpre ted, requires tha t the name and residence of the wri ter
sha ll be written on the lett er.

A simple business ca rd primed on a letter is therefo re not to be regarded. unless a
person shall endorse on it, in writing , his or her name as writer thereof, agreeably to the
terms of the law.

The date of receiving such lett ers mu st be carefully stamped or wri tten on them ,
and also the dates when rem ailed.

A regular acc ount mu st be kept of lett ers returned , showing the name and address
of the writer, to whom sent, and the date of remai ling, and the name of the person to
who m orig ina lly addressed, with the peri od s during which they remained uncall ed for.
A s imilar acco unt sho uld be kept of " returned letters" RECEIPTED. In making up
mai ls. the number of such letters se nt should be spec ially noted on Post Bill s.
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POSTl'I A S T E lt I

RETURN THIS LETTEU
To

S A MUE L C. D AVI S &; CO.,
:\"0. 7 )Il l:\" 51 , sr, LOUIS, 1l0.,

I' I aIW tor oil• • I.. ...,11 an..u, roMfl
1'- ---- -...

~EW YORK.

N .Y.

Figure 1. "If not called for within two weeks after its receipt. " May 1860.

Send co pies to the Dead Letter Office weekl y, twice a month . month ly, or once in
six weeks, according to the classification of Regul ation 181.

Across the fa ce of such letters sho uld be pla inly wri tten or stamped the words
" Returned to wri ter."

Suc h letters are in no case to be adve rtised. ei ther at the office to which originally
addressed or at the one to which returned .

No addi tiona l postage is chargeable for retu rning letters to the writers.
In the 16 Janu ary 1989 issue of Linn's Richard B. Graham's Postal History co lumn dis­

cussed the beg innings of free retu rned letters. He po inted out that such free retu rn handl ing
of endorsed covers was possible on ly from Ju ly 1860 to February 1861 , citing a com me nt
in the anno unce me nt of a new Act of 27 February 1861 that " the law now requ ires post­
masters to charge the usual rates on returned letter s."

Two different sty les of return co rner cards are show n here, used during the "free" pe­
riod .

That many commerc ial establis hmen ts were willing to pay return postage to retri eve
their undeli verable mai l is see n by the increasing number of return co rne r ca rds that ap­
peared from 1861 to 1866, when free returns were reinstituted. Figure 3 is an example.
Note that all of these return cards spec ify a different holding peri od .

Figure 2. " If no t t aken out in t en days... " November 1860.
178 Chronicle 143 I August 1989 I Vol. 4 1. No. 3



o .
. ~

o' 0

.;~liCIlr.G'.JINl. . . .. . ~

Figure 3..... . please return if not called for in five days . :." ,

In his 1860 Rep ort the Postmaster Ge neral had signaled the probable end of the sys­
tem , saying 'T he new law co nce rning the return of letters, upon which the names and post
offices of the writer were indorsed. was communicated specially to all postmasters: but. as
yet. it see ms to have been mea surabl y inoperati ve." Even a cas ual reading of the Regula­
tion s shows why - shades of the mod ern practice of making and retaining three co pies of
any ori gin al document being discard ed !

Ne ithe r Gr aham nor thi s write r has ever see n an example of a cove r that was actua lly
return ed during the free period, with appropriate markings. Does anyone have an example
that we can share wi th our readers'?
SAILINGS OF THE UNITED STATES MAIL
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

(Continued from Chronicle 142: 10<)

1852 Arrivals of Ma il Steamships at
T he Port of New York from Panama & Nicaragua

Apr. :2X . IK'i :2. N. Y. Herald . A RR IVAL OF TH E NO RT HE RN LIGHT TWELVE DAYS LAT ER
FROM CA LI F. Th e 5.5 . Northe rn Light , a rr ived a t thi s port last night w ith 1:2 days later intelli gence
from Ca lif. She left San Ju an de Nicarag ua on the 19th and Havan a on the :23 rd inst. Th e news from
Ca lif. was brought do wn on the Pac ific s ide by the 5 .5. Pacific which len San Franci sco o n the
eve ning of the 1st inst.

May 2. IX5:2 , N. Y. Herald. ARR IVAL O F TH E C RE SCENT C IT Y. Thi s 5.5. a rrived at th is port yes ­
terd ay morning with Ca lif. ma ils to the 5th ult .. as well as passenger s and freigh t. Th e news by the
Crescent C ity is nearl y five days later than tha t received by the Northe rn Light. Th e Gold en Ga te left
San Fran cisco Apr. 5. 10 A.M.. and arrived at Mont erey X P.M.. sa me day. She left that port I I P.M.
Apr. 6. and saw a stea mer bo und up supposed to be the 5.5. O regon fro m Pan am a. Th e mails fro m
Calif. had a narrow esca pe in com ing down the Chag res River and nothing but the exe rt ions of Maj .
Ferri s. the ma il agent and hi s assistant s saved them . In co m ing down the river the mail boa t struck a
snag and was sunk togeth er with the mail. Had the acc ide nt occurred a few rods furth er down the
strea m. the entire mail wou ld have been lost and prob ab ly also the lives of all on the boat. The entire
lett e r mai l was saved and in goo d ord er but the newspapers were soaked.

May 17. IX5:2. N.Y. Herald. ARR IVAL OF TH E DANIEL W EBSTER. Thi s 5.5. arr ived last night
w ith Calif. adv ices to the 16th ult ., bein g II days later than hereto recei ved . T he Dani el Web ster
ca me fro m Sa n Juan which place she len X days ago with passengers etc .. brought do wn fro m Sa n
Fra nc isco by the Steam er Indep endence.
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May 18, 1852, N.Y. Herald . ARRIVAL OF THE ILLI NOIS. The U.S. Mail S.S. Illinois arrived yes­
terday morni ng from Aspinwall on May 8, via Havana the 13th , with passengers and mail from San
Francisco of Apr. 18th. The Sier ra evada and EI Dorado sailed for New York the same day in the
mornin g. The Illinois made the passage down in 7 days 10 hours and 40 minu tes, being by far the
quickest time ever made, and beating her own unr ivaled run of 7 days 16 hours. She ran from Aspin ­
wall to Havana in 3 days 15 hours and from Havana to New York in 5 days 19 hours, both of which it
is believed to be the qui ckest ever made between these places.

June 3, 1852, N. Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF TH E NORTHERN LIGHT EIGHTE EN DAYS LATER
FROM CALl E The S.S. Northern Light arr ived yesterday with news etc., from Calif. She left San
Juan on the 17th day of May and Aspinwall, avy Bay on Tues., May 15, noon. She arr ived at this
port at 5 P.M. yesterday, eight days five hours. The Steamer Crescent City and Philadelphia were in
Aspinwall awaiting the arrival of the U.S. Mail Steamer Co lumbia which left San Francisco on the
2nd of May with mails and treasure. The S.S. United States was also there to sail on the 20th ult. for
New York via Kingston , Jamaica. The S.S. Winfield Scott arrived at Panama on the 2 1st of May with
passengers etc. from Calif. She left San Francisco on the 6th of May. The last steamer, the Nor thern­
er, which left San Francisco on the 17th of April took $ 1,526 .630 .

June 5, 1852, N. Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF EMPIRE CITY AND CRESCE NT CITY. The S.S. Cres­
cent City arrived here yesterday noon from Aspinwall. She brings gold dust, mai l and passenger s of
the Steamer Columbia. The Crescen t City left Navy Bay on the evening of the 25th of May. The S.S.
Emp ire City arrive d at the same time from New Orleans and Havana. She sailed from N.o. May 25,
arr ived at Havana 8 P.M. on the 27th, sailing from there on the 30th ult.

June 12, 1852, N.Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF S.S. ILLI NOIS. She arr ived yesterday noon with advices
from San Francisco to the 18th ult., being ten days later than previously recei ved. The Illinois left
Aspinwall on the nigh t of the 4th inst., making the run in 7 days and 5 hours; the qu ickest ever made.
The Pac. M.S. Co.'s Steamer Oregon left San Francisco on the morning of the 10th ult. for Panama
with the mails etc. The S.S. Oregon arr ived at Panam a with 384 passengers.

June 22. 1852. N.Y. Herald. The S.S. Prometheus, Capt. Graffam, from San Juan del Norto on the
II th inst., reached this port yesterday morn ing at 6:20 with passengers etc, The news from Ca lif. is
only two days later than was received by the Illino is.

Jun e 29 , 1852, N .Y. Heral d . ARRIVAL OF TH E CRESCENT CIT Y ELE VEN DAYS LATER
FROM CALlE The S.S. Crescent City arrived yesterday afte rnoo n with news from Calif. to the 1st
inst. On the morning of the 25th at sunr ise passed the S.S. Illinois outward bound.

(To be continued)
CLASSIFIED
Siegel Auction Catalogs for sale, No . 250
to da te. Sen d you r wan t li st . W i ll pur­
chase Sieg el cat alog s befo re No . 650 .
J i m Lee, P.O . Bo x 1332, Ar ling to n
Heigh ts , IL 60006-1332. Eve : 312-215­
1231.

WANTED : Chron icl es #45 and 47. Phili p T.
Wall, 536 Woodvale Dr., Greensboro, N.C.
27410.

WANTED: USA covers to th e DWI, or DWI
co vers to USA, pre-1900 . Send pho to ­
copy w ith price. No offer una nswered. Dr.
Roger G. Schnell, 4800 NE 20th Terra ce,

WANTED: Puerto Rico posta l history pre ­
1918. Send copie s or on approval to Fred
Ro d r ig uez, P.O . Box 112005 M iami , FL
33111 .

WANTED: Chron ic le #65; PLR 1st Series,
Nos. 2, 22; 2nd Series, Nos. 2, 35; New­
bury III Sale; Frajo la Sales 9 & 38; Paig e
Sales 10, 11, 17, 19, 31. Joe H. Cro sby,
3707 E. 66th Street, Tulsa, Ok. 74136.

YOUR AD HERE FOR SOC A LINE.
Send payment to: Robert L. Toth,
10015 Vista Dr., No rth Royalton, OH 44133.
Next Dead line Sept . 15.
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$20.00
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Finest Pages Available for Preservation and Presentation

PB BOXES

The Clam Shell design for convenient storage in a book shelf and for easy examina­
tion and display of your pages. Each PB box will hold from 50 to 75 pages with Mylar
sleeves. They are covered in a rich Sailcloth and are available in Red , Blue and Gree n,
eac h $55 .00

PB PAGES

Convenient 8'/2x I I inch size, 14 mil thick 100% Co tton Rag, Arc hiva l Quality, Neu­
tral pH, Not to be confused with neutralized grou nd wood pulp paper. Not punc hed
for a binde r thu s the full page size is availab le for mo unt ing, No fr iction between
binder, page and mylar.

Pages, Blank or with a light gray-blue Quadrille, per 25 $25.00

Paneled pages, light embossi ng aro und the four edges
blank or quadrill e, per 25 $35 .00

Custom Stee l Engraved Page Head ings
request deta il shee t, set up charge abo ut $ 150.00

PB MYLAR SLEEVES

Made especially for us by Taylor Made, 3 mil, one side open
to fit above pages, per 25

PAGE SAM PLE R

One quadri lle, one blank paneled with engraved head, one Mylar
sleeve, paper sample to try your ink, order form. $3.00

LEONARD H. HARTMANN
Philatelic Biblio pole

L..-- P. O. Box 36006, Louisville, Ky 40233 ...J
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
1860-1863 THREE CENTS PLUS ONE CENT PLUS ONE CENT
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

T he title of the se notes parrot s those of art ic les re lative to a controve rsy be tween two
of our early phi la telic ti tans, Elliott Pe rry and Stan ley B. Ashbrook . T hey produced a se ries
of articles, no te s, and di sc uss ion tha t fi lled many page s in various publica tio ns of the
1940s, includ ing Stamps magazine, the H. L. Lindquist Stamp Specialist India Book and
Perry's own Pat Paragraphs. the latt e r being included in the Bureau Issues As soc ia tion
co mpila tio n publish ed in 1981 .

Figure I shows a cover that was the main focu s of the co ntrove rsy. Th is cover, illus­
trated by both Ashbrook and Perry in the arti c les, bears two I rt 186 1 stam ps and a sing le
3rt of the same issue , presumably the rose shade, but I have only ill ust rations to judge by
(a ltho ugh undoubtedl y we wo uld ha ve bee n informed if it wa s an y othe r shade) . The
stam ps arc tied wit h New York townrn a rks ap plied cance lling the stam ps, co ntrary to the
P.L. & R. of the time, wh ich de ma nded that a separate ca ncelli ng device be used . T he da te
of use isn't rea da ble in the pho tographs, but Perry notes it was April 8, and be lieve d the
yea r of use , whi ch has to have been 186 2 or 1863, to ha ve bee n the former. Th e stam ps, of
course, hadn't been as ye t issued in Apri l 1861 and June 30 , 186 3, was the last day that
payment was requi red for carrier serv ice.

\ '" ..l '1'1 r..... 4 ' 1
'Ao' iI . ~ . a ""..r 1. ;.. __

Figure 1. The focus of the controversy. Ashbrook captioned the photo of this cover "Both
Carrier Fees PREPAID - Viz - (1) Collection Fee at New York , and (2) Delivery Fee at
Washington ."

I agree w ith the idea the year was probably 1862. mostl y becau se the stam ps we re
ca nce led wi th the town datestamp, Th e Post Office Dep artment was mu ch more c ritica l
about thi s vio la tion of the regulations in 186 3 than in 1862.

The cover is addressed to one Meredith Cl ym er, Esq .. at Wi llard 's Hot e l in Washi ng ­
ton, nc. , and the fac t that both the c ities of mailing and delivery had car rier se rv ice was a
key tha t hel ped spa rk the controve rsy. Ashbrook wrote in Stamps for July 19 , 194 1, tha t the
two I¢ stam ps on th e cover each pa id a di ffe rent carrie r fee, one for taking the cov er to the
New York po st office and the other for de livery to W illa rd's Hotel by ca rrier fro m the
Washin gton po st office .

As of 1860 , the P.L. & R. required that both se rv ices wou ld require ca rrier fees not to
exceed a penny. Thi s ste mme d from a deci sion by then Postmaster Gen eral Joseph Holt ,
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Figure 2. Item in The U.S.
Mail & Post Office Assist­
ant, August 1862, at the
bottom of page 2 - proba­
blya "space filler."

one of history's prominent bull s in a ch ina sho p. Holt , according to Perry, had mis interp ret­
ed the law passed by Congress in 1860 that the charge for deli very of letter s by ca rrier
sho uld not exceed I¢ each in that he ass umed that it a lso applied to letters taken to the post
of fice by carrie rs. Previou sly, to bett er co mpete with the private carriers, whi le se nd ing let­
ter s to post offices by carrier was I¢ (and free in New York) 2¢ had been cha rged for deli v­
ery of incoming lett ers to add ressees, in which se rv ice the government carriers had a dis­
tinct adva ntage.

Perry, in Pat Paragraphs. co mmencing with Secti on No. 42 , fo r Januar y 194 2, and
co ntinuing for severa l issues into 1945, deni ed that ca rr ier fees for del ivery in one cit y
co uld have eve r been prepaid in ano ther, in the 1860 per iod or any othe r. He qu oted vari­
ous P.L. & R's, backgr ound Postmaster Ge neral's re ports, an d newspaper anno unceme nts,
whic h I don 't intend to rep eat here as these arc avai lable, sta rting on page 233 of the Bu­
reau Issues co mpilatio n of Par Paragraphs.

A few years later, in 1947 , Ashbrook aga in reit erated his thesis, thi s tim e in a more
permanent work, the India Book (No. 17) of the Lindquist Stamp Specialis t series. As h­
brook agai n showed the one cove r with the 3¢ plu s two I¢ sta m ps (c an anyon e report an ­
othe r examp le?) plu s severa l other covers that may or may not have been pertinent , as Per­
ry soon pointed out in another series of ar ticles, sta rting in Pat Paragraph s No. 52 , pub­
lished in Novembe r 194 8.

Perry insis ted that the option to prepay ca rriage of a lett e r to the mailing post office
rested wi th the se nde r, but at the office of del ivery, th is op tion to use carrier se rv ice for de­
liver y rested with the addressee in the form of instructi on s (o r, a t New York, in the ab sence
of such) left at the local post office. Th ere were a limited number of town s that then had
ca rrier se rv ice, and until Postmaster Ge neral Holt ca use d fees to be uniform, the handling
of ca rrie r serv ice was a local affair.

Perry noted that while many covers exist sent fro m sma ll town s witho ut carrier ser­
vice on wh ich a I¢ stam p was placed in add it ion to the 3¢ reg ular postage, and even
though many of these covers were directed to street addresses, the sender ex pecting the
stam p to pre pay carrier deli very, the ext ra I¢ postage was wasted . He al so suggested that
so me of those covers co uld have been prep aid way lett ers, a possibili ty a lso noted by As h­
brook .

---4- 4 - - - - -

THy. F OUR-CEN'r RATE.-There is a somewhat
provalent impression that the affixing of a penny
stamp to nn otherwise prepaid letter, designed
to be forwarded by mail, will pay the carrier's
feo when it arrives at the place of destination,
ann many letters. thus prepaid, nre received at
New York and other offices employing carrlers,
Tho impression is entirely erroneous. When a
mail letter is deposited in a U. S lamp-post box
or other receptacle provided by Government, to

be carried from thence to the post office, the ex­

tra penny stamp is then requisite to pay the

carr ier's fee for delivering to tho OffiCl'. In all

other cases, any prepayment of l\ penny beyond

the regular rat e, is simply money thrown away .

Perry, w itho ut giving any reason for his sta te me nt (a ltho ugh so me very logical rea­
so ns ex ist) other than the P.L. & R., sa id that even though suc h a lett er with an additiona l
I¢ stam p was deli vered by carrier in the cit y to which it was addressed, the carrier would
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still co llect the I¢ ca rrier delivery fee in cash. Carrier deli very of incoming lett er s was
based upon the desires and instru ction s of the addressees and there were no other factors
invol ved .

For those who wish to read Perry's second series of articles, entitled "O BITUARY"
and co ncluding with a sho rt paragraph " Interment Publ ic" in Pat Paragraphs No. 53, for
Se ptember 1949, most of this is gro uped followi ng the first series in the BIA reprint.

Th ese no tes were genera ted because of this wr iter's having noticed a tiny paragraph
(shown as Figure 2) in the August 1862 issue of The U.S. Mail & Post Office Assistant
(page 90, bottom of 4th co lumn, in the Co llec tors Club of Chicago rep rint edition of 1975).
For those unfami liar wi th the bac kgro und of this publicat ion, it was a monthl y semi-offi­
c ial newspa pe r intended to keep U.S. postmasters up to da te on the detail s of postal ma t­
ters, and was edited by James Holbrook, formerly a Specia l Age nt of the Post Office De­
partm ent and, in fact , reappointed to give him status as the pub lisher of the U.S. Mail. Hol­
brook had a direct pip eline into both the New York post office and the Post Office Dep art ­
ment at Washington , and, as an authoritative source , was abo ut as c lose to an imp eccable
contempo ra ry informant as we can get.

He said, co ncluding the short paragraph , that whi le a penn y stamp was required to
carry letters deposited in lamp post boxes to the post office by ca rrier, tha t "in all oth er
cases, any prepayment of a penny beyond the regular rate, is s imply, mo ney thrown away."

Ell iott Perry would have loved it!
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, "CONFEDERATE STYLE"
IMMEDIATE POST WAR OCCUPATION MARKINGS

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

As the Civi l War ground to a halt and the Confederate armie s surre ndered and dis­
persed fro m Apri l through Jun e 1865, wha t rema ined of the Co nfede ra te mail se rvice went
through a sim ila r deteri or ati on . Many cities and towns in the Co nfederacy had been ca p­
tured and occupied by Feder al troops long before the war ended and their post office s were
soon reop ened by the Army Qu artermasters under the guida nce of Spec ial Age nts of the
Post Office Dep artment as "occupa tion" post offices . By Jun e 1865 . those offices were
abo ut the only mail se rv ice ope rating in the South.

Pri or to the ending of the war, however, the Federal s did not mak e postal se rvice to or
from the No rth available to local civilians in the occ upation areas, and as the war was end­
ing, there had been very littl e open communication between civi lian families and friends in
the two areas since 1861 .

The occupa tion post offices were, in most cases, forbidden by the ir army headqu arters
from accepting such mai l from or de livering it to southe rn civilians in occupied towns. For
example, an ord er given in Hill' of the Rebellion , Official Records of the Union and Con­
f ederate Armies, Vol. XXIV, Part 3 (Se rial No. 38) pages 585-6 is reproduced as pub lished
in Figure I . T his order makes quit e clear the Federal milit ary attitude toward such mail s,
although it did lea ve the door slightly ajar to send or de liver civ ilian letters in spec ial cases
and with ce nsorship exercised .

Northern mail s directed south were, by U.S. Post Office Department orders, sent to
the Dead Lett er Offi ce whe re they were marked "Mails Suspended" and returned to the
se nde rs if they co uld be identified by the postm asters of the mailing post offices in the
North.

When the war ende d, there was ev idently quite a flood of mail between orth and
South of families and friends atte mpting to rees tablish comm unica tions, and some of the
cove rs that have surv ived show anything but routine handling. Most of it was sent to occ u­
pat ion offices known to be operating, and with civilian postm aster s appointed , such as
New Orl ean s, Nashville, and Memphis. The probl em , however, was that with the co llapse
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. By ord er of Maj. Gen. U . S. Grant:

f::l'ECTAL ORDERS, } HDQTIS. DEPT. OF TIl E TEl'l\ESSE E,
N o. ::!17. Ficksburg, sn«; A I/[jU8 t 10, 1803.

1. Tuc establislnug of mails within th e iusurrectiou ur v S tat es of th is
department bein g for the exclusive benefit of th e military nutho r it ies
and th ose conn ected therewith , the followin g reguluti ons arc es tab­
lished and wiII be observed, until other wise ordered , u,v all person s em ­
ploycd in th eir transmission, at all military posts soutit of Memphis,
Tenn. :

1. P ostm asterswill tran smi t no letters bu t th ose coming from desig­
nated military authorit ies, nor deliver allY receiv ed at th eir respective
offices to citizens or civilians, except ing tu rou gh th e sa me eha uncls .

2. Mails will be mad e up at departmen t, corps , di vision , and post
headquarters, and hy all provost-marshnls, quarterm ast er s , und com-
missaries, sent regul arl y to th e post offices hy them, and promptly for­
ward ed by the postmaster of each post.

3. Th e military authorit ies above designated will forward DO letters
from an y citizen iu any insurrectionary State in this department, with­
out first exa mining th e sa me and marking their approval thereon.. . " . . . .

T. S. BOWERS,
A cting Assis tant Adjutant- General.

Figure 1. From the Civil War's published official records, Vol. XXIV, Part 3, pages 585-6,
this "Special Orders No. 217" shows all concerned the official attitude of U.S . Grant's
Army of the Tennessee to handling letters of Rebel civilians.

of the Co nfede rate mail system, neith er mail routes or offices were operating exce pt where
the Federal authorit ies had established them for their ow n use, altho ugh these were appar­
ently mad e available to all as soo n as the war ended .

The U.S. Mail & Post Office Assistant , the semi-official monthl y newspaper on postal
affairs then current, made no mentions of any wides pre ad att empts to restore mail service
in the South until September 1865 , with the first details of ro utes be ing es tablished given
in Octob er. From then on, throu gh 1867, most issues had long lists of post off ices in the
former Co nfede rate sta tes that had ju st been reopened.

The major probl em facing the U.S. Post Office Department was the di fficulty in locat­
ing qu ali fied local peopl e who could make bond and also were e ligible to take the requ ired
loyalty oath to the Federal government. As a result, not only were most of the provision al
appo intees of the state governme nts north ern men (including the "ca rpe tbagger" e lement),
but so were some of the postmaster s and mail contrac tors.

Many of the large cities and towns, alth ough not recorded as having had a wartime
Federal occ upation post office, were reop ened promptly by the military for admi nist ra tive
purposes, such as some of the state capita ls. Most of these are not listed in the U.S. Mai l of
April through Se ptember 1865 , as having been reop ened . Amo ng these were Richmond,
Virg inia (see the Chronicle 138 for May 1988, pages 112-117) and Jackson , M ississippi .

I have found no details or annou nce me nts on the reop ening of the Jackson post office
by the mil itary, but the covers shown in Figures 3 and 5, loaned me so me time ago by MI'.
Don Garrett for photographing, dem on strate thi s office was operating as ea rly as June
1865. These cove rs stem from the need for the occ upa tion troop s, Freedme n's Bureau, etc.,
fo r mail serv ice, and the covers bear not only Jackson postmark s but those of Memphis,
Tenn essee.

The Jackson marking is of interest as a Federal occupa tio n marking, as it is in a sty le
wi th tall , nar row, co ndensed letters that was used on stoc k postmarking devices issued by
the Co nfede ra te Post Office Departm ent to larger offices in the Confede racy. It appears on
some very interes ting Co nfederate cove rs, such as that in Figure 2, on which it was used to
cance l Co nfede rate stamps on a Trans-M ississippi Ex press Mail cover that was carrie d
ac ross the Miss issippi by the spec ial Co nfede rate mail se rv ice set up for that purpose.
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Figure 2. The Jackson , Mississippi , " st ock" style postmark on a Confederate Trans-Mis ­
sissippi Express Mail cover carried across the Mississippi River in 1864 past a Federal
gunboat and troops cordoned on the River.

For data on this se rvice, reference may be made to Mr. Richard Kreiger's The Trans­
Mississippi Mails Alia the Fall (if vicksburg (The Philatelic Foundation , N.Y. 1984. with
suppleme nts appearing from time to time in the COl/federa te Philatelist) .

Thi s se rvice was the Co nfederate Post Office Depa rtment route acro ss the Mississipp i
afte r the t~1I1 of Vick sbu rg, Mississippi, and Port Hudson , Loui sian a, placed the Mississippi
River under Federal co ntro l and split the Confederacy into two part s. Thi s route, an en­
forced "throu gh -th e-lines" kind of sur reptitious yet official operatio n. used Jack son at
tim es as one of the main stations on the route. Jackson . which was held briefly by Federal
forces in 1863 during the siege of Vicksburg, was evacuated by the Federals rath er than oc­
cupied after Vicksburg was firmly besieged and cut off.

Co nfede rate co ntro l was soon reestablished and, I presum e, the new stock style post­
mark was provid ed whe n the town became a station on the Tran s-Mississippi route in
1864. Of interest is the fact the covers shown here have no day date logo. although the

Figure 3. A post war Federal certified soldier's letter originating at a remote post guard­
ing a railroad junction, this cover was carried to Jackson, Mississippi , where it was post­
marked and then on to Memphis by the military, where it was placed in the Federal civil­
ian mail system.
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Confederate example was used in 1864 and the Federal covers sent in 1865.
Both the Federal covers with the Jackson markings are obv iously soldier's letters sent

north by Federal occ upation troops. The cover shown in Figure 3 is a certifie d due soldier's
letter, endor sed to be sent collect, and the other cover, show n in Fig ure 5, is addressed to a
Captain in Ohio. Presum ably, he was either home on leave or for othe r reasons.

Both covers bear the Jackson marking with June month but no day logo, and both
were again pos tmarked at Memphis, Tenn., on July 2 with the sma ll single circle marking
used there in 1865. The cover in Figure 3 has add itional facto rs showing interesting han­
d ling, s ince th e so ldier's letter endorse me nt is th at of a lieuten ant co mmanding a t
Gai nesville Junct ion , Mississippi. By the locat ion of the sende r and the handling of thi s
cover, it appears tha t both of these covers were handled and carried en tirely by the mil itary
until they arr ived at Memphis.

ftt"',"I"'~Mm..,.. R.lt
To MtSmphis

R.R. Bridqe out
ISh' - S

Figure 4. A sketch-map, showing the railroad system over which the covers in Figures 3
and 5 may have been carried.

The fact of the Memphis postmarks' being added when the Jackson markings would
seem to have bee n sufficient sugges ts that the Memph is post office co nsidered there was
some thing unoffic ial or unauthorized abo ut the Jackson postal operation and by applying
its own postmarks, brought the mails up to U.S. Post Office Departm ent standards!

In the late days of the war, the Federa ls had detachment s of troops scatte red along the
western railways they considered important to main tain in ope ra tion. Some of the railway
bridges were a sigh t to behold, as they were equipped wi th blockho uses for defense at both
ends, which permitt ed a small detachm ent to hold off a fairl y good sized force of raidi ng
cavalry.

Consideri ng the sketch-map of Figure 4, I find it interesting to co nsider how the cover
of Figure 3 was ca rrie d to Jackson and how both the covers wi th Jackson postmarks
reache d Me mphis . T he cover shown in Figure 3 or iginated a t Gai nesv ille (made
"Ganesvi lle " in th e so ldie r's lette r certification) Juncti on , where the Mi ssissi pp i,
Ga inesv ille & Tuscaloosa R.R. - a rather long name for a short rai lroad that never was
fully built - joi ns the Mob ile & Ohio R.R. Thus, from Gai nesvi lle Junction, the cover
would have trave lled south on the Mobi le & Ohio to Merid ien, Missi ss ippi, and fro m there,
it would have travelled westward over the Southern R.R. to Jackson.
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At Jack son , it was postmark ed and the manu script " Due r was applied to the sol­
dier's leiter, but how the leit e rs were conveyed by the militar y to Memphis may not have
been as obvious as it seems fro m the map, according to Rob ert C Black 's Railroads of the
Confederacy (U, of No rth Carolina Press, Cha pel Hill , .C , 195 2) the basic refe rence for
these notes.

From the map, the leit er would have normall y been ca rried on the Mi ssissipp i Central
R.R . to Grenada an d then on the Miss issipp i & Tenn essee R.R . to Memphis, but Black
notes that in 1863. the bridges over the Yalobu sha River at Grenada and the Tall ah atch ie,
bet ween Grenada and Memph is. were burned in the Fall of 1863, presumabl y by the Con­
federa tes to prevent use of the railroads by the Yankees. Although ce ntra l Mississippi, in­
cl ud ing Jack son , was soon aga in Co nfede rate co untry, the Mississipp i & Tenn essee co uld
only be ope rated in seg me nts afte r that.

Figure 5. Probably from a Federal soldier near Jackson, Mississippi, this cove r had its 3c
1861 st am p canceled at Jackson and was t hen carried on to Memphis. Tennessee. by the
military where it entered the U.S. civilian mail system.

Thus. the qu estion is whether the ra ilroad from Jackson to Memphis was in ope ra tion
as yet by June 1863. and if so, who rebui lt the bridges and the line and supplied the ro llin g
stock? It ma y have been much easier for the Fed eral s to have simply rec onstructed the
Southern Rai lroad between Meridien and Vick sburg and communicated wit h Memphis and
the North from there by steamboat.

All of which goes to show that restora tion of the mail service in the So uth after the
Ci vi l War was con side rabl y more of a job than just app ointi ng postmasters!
Bu yin g a nd Se lling Wo rldwide

POSTAL HISTORY and Sta mps.
Fine co llec tions and rarities from every country always desired,

for consignment or for cash.
Rl'/£'T(·IICl'.\ ! r OIllIIr. · United State» area vailab!e UpOIl r eque st.

Annual Su b-cr iptiun delu ve auct ion l'a t~I I 0J.: u t', Air ,\ Iail SK

International Stamp Auctions
Hans R. Schwarzcnbach
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What will happen to
your collection
when you're gone1
That may be a qu estion you don't want to think abo ut. But cons ide r thi s :
You 've spent great effort building your collection . And it's give n you a lot
of enjoyment.

But will your heirs kno w what to do with it whe n you' re go ne? Will th ey
kn ow its value , or even where to go to liquidate it? Unl ess th ey sha re
your fascination with th e hobby of kings, th ey probably wo n't ha ve th e
vagues t idea .

As one of th e world's olde st and largest stamp firms we have a serious
interest in your collection. Our reputation is one of integrit y and reliabil­
ity. And you can be sure that our expert staff will give you an accurate
appraisal of the value of your collection , and adv ice on th e best meth od
of sale.

For an informative bookl et on selling your stamps, jus t fill ou t th e cou po n
below and mail it in . We'll send you "The Stamp Seller's Guide" abso­
lutely free . Or, we'll be happy to talk to you about your collection . Just
call 800/523-4648. In Pennsylvania, call 215/567-5200.
Ask for Ken Apfelbaum.

.,~Please send me "The Stamp Seller's Guide:'
Name _

Address, _

City State Zip, _

Phon e Number _
2006 Walnut Stree t
Philadelphia, PA 19103
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THE 1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEL, Editor
USED 30-CENT 1869 INVERTS
SCOTT R. TREPEL

(Continued from Chronicle 140:270 )

Author's Note: Th e sur vey of used 30¢ Invert s is continued from Chronicles 138, 139 and
140 . For an explana tion of the arrange ment of the author's cen sus, plea se refer to Chronicle
138.

The Center-East Inverts
To date, no co py has been recorded that fits into this cat egor y of ce ntering, which re­

quires: I) the eagle's outstre tched wings at top and the ce ntra l star at bottom mu st be
equidistant to the perforat ion s at top and bottom, and 2) the point of the flagp ole at right
mu st be close to or tou ching the perforation holes at right.

The North-Center Inverts
Four 30¢ Inverts from the "No rth-Center " category are described in Table D, all of

wh ich are illu str ated in the co rresponding Figures I to 4. These copies meet the following
requi rem ent s: I) the eag le's outstre tched wings are close to the perforation holes at top, 2)
the ce ntral sta r at bottom is well clear of the perforations at bott om , and 3) the points of
the flagp oles at left and right are approximately equidistant to the side perforations.

r~-~­

II

f.'..••..
t
I

Figure 1 Figure 2

Figure 3 Figure 4

Red Cancellations
Th e outstanding common charac teristic of three of the four " North-Ce nter" Invert s is

that they are ca ncelled in red, possibl y by the same co rk " leaf' de sign. Because they are
identicall y ce ntered and cance lled, these Invert s offer the po ssibility of reconstructing a
pair or othe r multiple. Th e stamps in Figures I and 2 might be a separated hori zont al pair,
left and right , respectively.

The use of red ink to can cel high-denomination stamps strongly indi cates supplemen­
tar y mail usage from New York City. The March 1869 folded letter from the Rathbone co r-
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Figure 5

respondence (Figure 5) is an example of New York Cit y supplementary mail of the period.
The stamp, an 1868 24¢ F grill, is tied by a red cork ca nce l that closel y matches the design
on the Invert s. Letters pos ted by supplementary mail were cha rged do uble the ordina ry
postage rate, the extra amo unt requ ired for spec ial service to brin g the ma il to the ship im­
mediately before departure. A 15¢ foreign mail rate, doubled for supplementary service,
would requi re a 30¢ stamp.

The Nort h-West Inverts
To dat e, no copy has been record ed tha t fits into thi s cat egory of centering, wh ich re­

quires: I ) the top and bottom portions of the design must be equidistant to the perforations
as described previously, and 2) the point of the left flagpole must be clo se to or touching
the perforation holes.

Figure 6 Figure 7 Figure 8

The Nort h-East Inverts
Two 30¢ Inverts fro m the "North-Eas t" ca tegory are describ ed in Table E, both of

which are illustrated in Figures 6 and 7. These copies meet the following requirem ent s: 1)
the eagle's outstretched wings are close to the perforations at top, 2) the central star at bot ­
tom is well clear of the perforations at bottom, 3) the point of the flagpole at right is clo se
to or touching the perforation holes, and 4) there is a wide margin be tween the flagpole
point at left and the perforations.

15¢-and 30¢ 1869 Inverts Used Conc urrently
The stamp in Figure 7 is cance lled by a Circle of " V's" that mat ches the cance ls on
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TABLE D
Figure I. Red " lea f ' ca nce l. Corner creases. PFC 101593. Ex Siegel sale 583 .

Figure 2. Red " leaf ' cance l. matching Figure I . Poss ibly a separated horizontal pair (Fig. I at left ). Blue
co lor faded . PFC 69848. Ex Juhring.

Figure 3. Red cork cance l. Possib ly reperfed. Ex Fran k B. All en coll ecti on (Harmer Rooke . May 23.
1950). Cole coll ection (Siege l).

Figure 4. Cork cancel (black "), Centered slight ly to right. No PFe. Ex Col. Green (Costales sale . Oct. II .
1946 ). No further deta ils.

Figure 5. Marc h 1869 fo lded lett er with red Sup plementar y Mai l ma rkings of New York City. Stamp tied
by " leaf' ca nce l close ly rese mbl ing cancel on stamps in Figures I to 3.

TABLE E
Figure 6. Ci rcle of "V 's" ca nce l. light strike. No PFe. Ex " Prime U.S." co llec tion . Siege l sale. Jan . 9.
1973.

Figure 7. Circ le of "V 's" cance l (ma tches "Centered" copies shown in Fig. 8 and 9 in Chronicle 139 and
"Center-Wes t" copy shown in Fig. 5 in Chronic le 140). This cance l also known on 15¢ Invert. Toned at top
left corner, s light crea s ing and small thin. APS and PFe. Ex H. R. Harm er sa le, Nov. 15. 1958 and
Chris tie's sale , Oct. 3, 1984.

Figure 8. 15¢ 1869 Invert cancelled by the same cork cancel found on 30e Invert in Figure 7, indica ting
co ncurrent use at New York Ci ty post office.

three 30¢ Invert s previou sly recorded in this ser ies: please refer to Chronicle 139, Table B,
Figure s 8 and 9, and Chronicle 140, Table C, Fig ure 5 (possibly also Figure 8). It also
matches the cance l found on a copy of the 15¢ Invert (from H. R. Ha rmer sale, ov. 17,
1958, lot 89 ). This stamp is illustrated in Figure 8. The ident ical cance ls offer proof that
the 15¢ and 30¢ Invert s were being used by the public concurre ntly during the life of this
pa rticul ar cance lling device, which was probably two wee ks at most.

(To be continued )
THE LOCKPORT POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONAL
SCOTT R. TREPEL

Preface
The author has recently been presented with an extraordinary opportunity to spend

tim e exa mining the form idable collec tion of postm asters' prov isionals assembled by the
Weills of New Orl ean s over many years , on behalf of various c lients. The result s from this
period of study are bein g published in Robson Lowe's publ icati on . The Philatelist , in a se­
ries of artic les during the next twelve month s. However, for admitted self-se rv ing rea sons,
the autho r feels co mpe lled to clear the air about the Lockport , N.Y., provision al, which, by
virtue of its peculiar appearance and extreme rari ty. has been the object of skepticism since
its discovery nearl y 100 yea rs ago.

The late Herbert Bloch , whose knowledge of philate ly was compleme nted by his in­
sight into collec tors, often remarked that a unique stamp carried all of the burden of prov­
ing itse lf ge nuine . "You ca n se ll a very rare stamp, with two or three known," he would say,
"but a unique stamp? Everyone's scared,"

In the opinio n of the author and other Classics Society mem bers. the Lockp ort is an
authentic postm aster provision al. The purpose of this article is to show evidence in support
of this opinion.
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Figure 1. The lockport provisional: below, the cover, March 18, 1846; above, enlargement
of the stamp.

The Lockport Discovery
Th is provision al adhesive, cr ude ly produ ced from the oval town postm arking devic e

used during the stampless period of Lockport , is both a very great rarity (almost unique,
so to speak) and one of the most fasc ina ting examples of a postmaster's stamp.

Lockport thri ved as a ci ty aft er the Er ie ca na l was ope ned in 1825. Fro m 1840 to
1849, its postm aster was Co lone l Hezek iah W. Scovell , who had a lso se rve d an earlier
term . By the end of fiscal yea r 1847 , the city's populati on was approxim atel y 9 ,000 and
postal receipt s were ju st over $ 1,200. Co lone l Scovell ev ide ntly anticipated the need for
stamps to indi cat e prep ayment ; however, with so lew surviving examples and no published
record of the ir cre ation, it see ms that thi s issue, if anything more tha n an experiment, did
not meet with widesprea d use.

The discover y of the Lockport was made aro und the turn of the century by a stamp
collector nam ed M. H. Hoover. who was g iven permi ssion to search through old co rre­
spo ndence of the firm , Holm es and Moss, which was located in Lockport. The addres s
panel of thi s folded lett er bearing the Lockport stam p is illu st rat ed in Figure I . An enlarge­
ment of the stamp is sho wn in the sa me illustr at ion . Th e cover d iscovered by Hoover was
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traded to the Scott Stamp & Coi n Company sometime during the 1890s for sets of unu sed
Nav y, Trea sury, Justice, and Agriculture departmental stamps, then worth about $ 100. The
co ver was immediately so ld to Ferrary and realized approximate ly $8,800 at the April 7,
192 2, sale of his collection. Not surprisingly, Arthur Hind was the buyer. When the Hind
coll ection was sold on November 20, 1933, Warren H. Col son was the successful bidd er at
$2,500, presumab ly acting on Ca sparys behalf. At th e Ca spary provi sion al sa le, on
November 15, 1955, the Lockport fetc hed $5,500. It was subsequently placed with Josiah
K. Lill y and then auctioned afte r his death for $ 14,000 on February 2, 1967. Th e co ver was
part of the John R. Boker collec tion of U.S. provi sionals, and , when his collection was dis­
persed during the 1970s, it became a par t of the Weilis' cl ient's co llec tion .
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Figure 2. Contents of cover in Figure 1.

A Turned Cover Usage
Thi s letter is unu sua l because it made two trip s: the first was made from Lockport to

Geneva, N.Y.. on March 18. 1846; the sec ond was a return trip from Gen eva to Lockport
on March 24. The sender in the first instance was the firm of Holm es and Moss, who ad­
dressed their request for a court docum ent relating to a judgement to Mr. Robert Morrell.
Esq. The request was answe red by an assistant clerk nam ed C. Maxwell. who wrot e his re­
ply on the bottom of the lett ersheet. He then enclosed the ce rtifica te, refolded the letter and
posted it to Lockport. Th e illu stration in Figure 2 shows this lett er (the names were cut ou t
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Figure 3. Address leaf of Lockport cover, after being turned, refolded, and addressed back
to Lockport.

afte r its discovery). The addres s side from Geneva to Lockp ort is shown in Figure 3; the
blue Geneva March 24 datestamp is at lower left , and the remainin g portion of the " 10"
collec t rate handstamp (double rate requi red for the enclo sure) is visible at upp er right.

The authenticity of the entire letter and its date of mailin g are not in question. The
correspondence between Holmes and Moss, residing in Lockp ort , and the office of Robert
Morrell , Esq., at Geneva, occ urred as the author has described. The question is, did the ad­
hesive stamp originate on this letter? Skept ics of the Lockp ort stamp have seen only the
letter portion bearing the stamp. As the author hopes to show, this narrow view is unsound ,
becau se it ignores the entire circumstance of use.

A Provisional Stamp?
At this point, it should be noted that skepticism about the Lockport has been mainly,

but not entirely, limited to unpublished commentary in phil atelic circles. An example of
publi shed doubt will be found in the 1949 edition of the Willi ams brother s' Stamps of
Fame. They refer to the Lockp ort as being " under a cloud " of suspicion, becau se of the
"lack of authentication" and "mystery" of its appearance. However, they did concede that
another specimen would dispel any doubt. It is forty yea rs since those words were written,
and, in fact, the vital missing link turned up not long after their book was publ ished .

Before looking at this corroborating evidence, conside r agai n the Lockport cover. The
markings on the side with the provisional are in red ; the ink, under magnification, shows
flecks of vivid scarlet-red color. The "PAID" on the lett er, the circula r " LOCKPORT
N.Y./5" and the "PAID" on the stamp all show thi s characteristic scarlet-red ink. The
stamp itself is a piece of thick, coarsely woven buff paper. Even with the naked eye, col­
ored fibers can be seen inter-woven into the paper. The "LOCKPORT N.Y." double oval
handstamp (found on stampless covers of the per iod) is struck in red , but the ink lacks the
disti nc tive scarlet-red flecks of the two "Paid" strikes and the ci rc ular " LOCKPORT
N.Y./5" handstamp. The value "5" is written in manu script within the inner oval, and the
stamp is cancelled by a manuscript "X" cross-stroke. The stamp appears to be affixed with
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glue. The back of the lett ersheet behind the stamp shows traces of feathered acid "bleed"
from the manu script "X" cance llation (a so-ca lled invisible tie).

The author has exa mined every detail of these mark ings, using magnification and ul­
traviolet light. Based on this thorou gh examination, the author will answer the principal
points of skepticism he has heard previously:

I . The Lockport circular handstamp is a "3" rate marking. not a "5 ." which means it
must be a later stam pless cover.

The num eral in the center of the Lockp ort circ ular hand stamp is a "5. " The faint por­
tion of the left side is more clear ly defined in the ac tual item (mos t skeptics have not seen
this cover). The spot betwee n the top " flag" of the "5" and the lower curve, which gives it
the appearance of being joined together (as it would be in a " 3"), is actually a fiber inclu­
sion in the paper that appea rs darker in photograph s.

Further evidence that this is a "5" is the letter itself, which is clea rly dated in 1846,
yea rs before a 3¢ rate ex isted. The Geneva retu rn rate is IO¢, correspondin g to the 1845
rate required for weig ht.

2. The Lockport adhesive is a marking [rom a stampless cover. cut out to resemble a
provisional adhesive stamp.

It has been wr itten by Luff tha t the red inks of the Lockp ort oval and the "PAID" on
the stamp were of the same dull shade . Examination of the inks, as desc ribed by the author,
reveals thi s to be incorrect. The " PAID" on the stamp is applied with a different ink than
the ova l town marking. It could be that the stamp was printed in two separa te operations,
with the " PAID" form ing an integra l part of the design , or that the stamp was cance lled
" PAID" when received at the Lockp ort post office. Either way, the presence of two differ­
ent inks rules out the possibility that the Lockp ort stamp is a cut-out from a stampless cov­
er, on which the oval and " Paid" and numeral "5" were applied together. If such were the
case, then the red inks of both mark ings would be identical.

A furth er bit of physical evidence disputing this claim is the paper on which the pro­
v isiona l ma rki ngs are applied. Th is coarse, fibrous buff paper is unlike most stationery
used for letter wr iting in this period .

3. No other example ofthe "Lockport N.Y.15" marking is known ; theref ore. the stamp
and markings are suspect.

In fact , there are other exa mples of the Lockport circular handstamp with numeral
rate marking in the center.

Th is parti cul ar point of skepticism also seems to lead nowhere. If the letter is genuine,
then it follows that postage from Loc kpo rt to Geneva had to be paid in one form or anoth­
er. Are the skeptics saying that the Lockport mark ings are forged? If so, then how was the
postage paid?

To summarize the author 's logic, the follow ing is cert ain:
I. On March 18, 1846, the firm of Holmes and Moss mailed a request to Robert Mor­

rell , Esq., in Geneva, N.Y.;
2. On or abo ut the same day, the Lockport post office marked the letter "PAID", rec­

ognizi ng prepayment in one form or another;
3. On March 24, the letter was refolded and posted fro m Geneva back to Lock port,

enclosing a doc ume nt that pushed the letter over the one-half ounce weight limit for 5¢
postage;

4. Upo n recei pt at Holm es and Moss in Lockport , the letter was filed , to be uncovered
later by a stamp co llec tor.

The Proof Positi ve
Accep ting all of the above points, the question remains, is the provisional adhesive

valid? The author, at this point , would be incl ined to acce pt the authenticity and prove­
nance of the stamp. The "proof' necessary to satisfy the desire for verification - to elimi-
196 Chronicle 143 / August 1989 / Vol. 4 1. NO.3



Figure 4. Second cover (March 25, 1846) showing fragments of two lockport provision.'
als.

nate what Herbert Bloch perceived as the pitfall of uniqueness - is the cover illustrated in
Figure 4.

Figure 5. Contents of cover in Figure 4.
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Thi s cover is both a tragedy and a treasure. It is a large folded letter, wri tten on March
25, 1846, from J. C. Mor se at Lockport to the Honorable A. C. Flagg, Co mptroller of New
York State, at Albany. Th e letter and add ress are written in blue ink , and the contents refer
to an enclosure (see Figure 5). The weight of the letter and enclos ure requ ired 10¢ postage.

In scarlet-flec ked red ink - matchin g the March 18 cove r - are strikes of the circu­
lar Lockpor t town marking, with a num eral " I0" in the center, and two "PAID" hand­
stamps. In addition, the sender wrote " Paid" at the lower left corner. At the upp er left cor­
ner, remnant s of two 5¢ provisional stamps are affixed to circular wax wafers. Only a trace
remains on the wafer at left , but this shows part of a manuscript stroke in the 4 0'clock po­
sition. The wafer at right has a bit less than a third of the Lockport adhes ive attached, but
this c learly shows the red oval hand stamped impression with the top portions of the lett ers
"ORT." The buff paper of all three examples is identical.

Th e two cove rs viewed together complete the picture of Scove ll's provisional issue.
Used ju st one wee k apart , the letter s show the single and double rate markings used in
co njunction with the 5¢ Red on buff adhes ive stamps.

Th e Lockp ort is still unique as a co llectible stamp. However, it has the grea t fortune
of having a brother, one week younger and tragically injured, but whose existence provides
thoroughl y co nvinc ing evidence of Co lonel Scove ll's provi sional stamp.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
BUILDING YOUR COLLECTION

5C 1851 Issue ISc. 12) vertical
strip of 3, margins almost all
around, to France ... net
$8,500

The rarity offered here is one of many available to
s erious collectors who seek the b est. We can help you

reach you r collecting goals by quietly locating
Vir tually a ny major United States s tam p or cove r .
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PHI LA TELl ceo N S U LT ANT
BOX 342 DANB URY, CT 06810 (203) 743-5291
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FRANKLINCITY DESPATCH POST
If you think the "old days of original finds" are over you're mistaken. Each year
many Important covers are discovered and placed In an album. Just recently I
got a call from a collector who found a small correspondence with 1847
stamps, Boyds locals and most significant two covers handled by the Franklin
City Dispatch Post. This post operated sometime In 1846 and was acquired by
John Bouton In late 1846or early 1847. Bouton also acquired Barr's Manhattan
Express In 1847 and the two posts became Bouton's Manhattan Express. The
post was later sold to Arron Swarts of Swarts City Dispatch which became one
of the largest mall carriers In New York City. One of the two covers found bore
a Franklin City Despatch Post stamp and both have an oval cancel of the post.
None of the three recorded examples of the post have a company handstamp.
Now, over 140 years later another new find has added to our philatelic
knOWledge of these early forerunners of the United States Government Carrier
Service.

Annual Auction Subscription $15

f ROBERTG.

(~o~~~~
540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township
N.J. 07470

(201) 831-1772

Postal History
Auctions

Private Treaty, References Please

Our Experience Will Make a Difference for You
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M . SEARING, Editor
AN UNREPORTED 5¢ GARFIELD ESSAY - A BELATED DISCOVERY
MICHAEL J. LEY

So met imes it can be beneficial to re-exam ine even the mos t familiar items in our co l­
lect ions. My story is a case in poin t.

Several yea rs ago I began to specialize in the 5¢ Garfield stamps of 1882 and 1888.
My interests included proofs, essays, stam ps, cance ls, and usages. The item in Figure I
ca ught my eye when it was offered in a sma ll auction in 1985.' It was described as,
"2 05TC, 5¢ black, trial co lor proof, XF, ca talog value $200."

The description left unanswered several questions. Was it a die proof or a plate proof?
Was it on India paper, card, or someth ing else? I felt that the size of the ma rgins, while
sma ll for a typi cal large die proof, were large enough that po rtions of adjoining proofs
sho uld have been visi ble were this a plate proof. Probably this was a trial co lor large die
proof cu t dow n. However the ca talog value given by the lot describer was far too low for a
tria l co lor large die pro of, but was iden tica l to that given for trial co lor plate proofs in the
two listed co lors, green and carmine lake. He apparently co nsidered it a plate proof, al­
though black would be an unli sted co lor.

Figure 1. A previously unreported essay
for the 5C stamp of 1882, originally
thought to be a proof.

Figure 2. The issued stamp . Note the
beaded oval frame around the portrait
compared to the empty frame on the es-

Plate proof or die proof, I was interested because it was a proof of some kind in black.
The existence of a proof in a part icular co lor does not automa tica lly imp ly that the co lor
was under serious co nsideration. It appears some were made more to satisfy the curios ity
of the printer or engraver. This stam p, however, was intended to be issued in black as a
symbol of mou rn ing for the assassinated president, as had bee n done with the 15¢ Lincoln
stamp of 1866. The story is to ld that when Mrs. Garfie ld was show n proof" in black she

I. Downcast Sta mps (Ba ngor. Mai ne). Sale 78. 8-17-85. lot 700.
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did not approve and suggested the co lor be changed to brown , a sugge stion which was 1'01­
lowed.

2
I could always dream this was the very pro of shown to Mr s. Garfi eld .

Mine was the winning bid and when the item arr ived it was obse rved to be on India
paper. It was sent to the Philat el ic Founda tion for their opinion as to wha t it was. PFC
01 53268 was issued on 12-19-85 with the opinio n that: " It is a ge nuine cut down 205TCP 1
large die proof in black brown. " Thi s was none too surprising except that my untrained
eyes co uld not detect any trace of the brown menti on ed in the black brown opinion. It was
black enough for me and I was co ntent with the price I had pa id.

The story does not end here. Several months later I was adm iring my new acquisition.
Pro ofs show the engraver 's and printer's skills at their finest. I was admiring es pecially the
c lea n clear oval aro und the portrait as compared with that of the issued stamp. Then it
struc k me. The oval was so clean and clear because it was empty ! Th e issued stam p ha s a
beaded oval frame about the portrait. See Figure 2. My bead s were missing!

Th is mad e my proof an essay as it differed fro m the issued stamp. While thi s hardly
needed magni fication to detect , I had missed it entire ly. Som e specialist. It was some com­
fort to know that the expe rts at the Foundation had mi ssed it as well.

I co ntacted the Foundation for a new opinio n, wonde ring wha t they would say. Aft er
all, an essay such as this was not listed in Brazer's ca talog' nor in the update to his catalog
foun d in The Essay ProofJolimal.

4

Was it possible that so me thing that sho uld have been so
obvious co uld have been aro und all thi s time witho ut be ing reali zed for wh at it was? Or
could it be a forge ry meant to deceive as an undi scovered essay? But if this were true, why
was it in such a minor auc tion and desc ribed as a pro of? Afte r co ns ide rable delay, PFC
01 53268 was reissued on 12-29-86 with a new opinion that: " It is a genuine cut down 205
ess ay in black brown." Although I still co uld not see any trace of brown I was plea sed and
amazed . Without rea lizing it, I had purchased an unrep ort ed essay for the very stamp I was
specializing in.

I'm goi ng to head back into my co llec tio n and see wh at else I may have mi ssed.
Maybe you should do the same.

2. Lester G. Brookman, U. S. Bank Note Issues 1870-/893 , p. 34 .
3. Clarence W. Brazer, Essaysfor U. S. Adhesive Postage Stamp s, p. I.
4 . The Essay-ProofJourna l, Vol 36, No 3, p. 127.
THE FIFTEEN CENT COLUMBIAN STAMP
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

Th e Post Office Circ ula r of December 5, 1892 , de scribed the forthcoming 15¢
Co lumbian as "'Columbus Announcing His Discover y,' afte r the paint ing by R. Baloca,
now in Madrid. Color, dark gree n." The painting portrays Columbus rep orting his discov­
ery to King Ferd inand and Queen Isab ella follow ing his re turn to Spain in 1493. Th e full
nam e of the painter is Ricardo Baloca y Cancico. I

Three essays of the 15¢ value are listed in Cla rence Brazer's classic work, Essays f or
u.s.Adhesive Postage Stamps.

Th ese include a unique compos ite of a silver print ph oto of an unadapted vignett e
pasted to an ult ram arine water co lor painting of the frame design on stiff white drawing
paper. Another essay shows an incomplete engraving in black-brown of the basic design of
the adopted vignette on indi a paper which is die sunk on a white card . The last essay listed
shows an incomplete engravi ng of the adopted stamp design on indi a paper on card, aga in
in black-brown . .

1. John F. O'B rien, "Basis of the Design of the U.S. Columbian Issue of 1893," The American
Philatelist , Vol. 98, pp. 895-900, September 1984.
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Figure 1. Plate proof of final
design.

Th e vig nette of the 15¢ Co lumbian was engraved by Cha rles Ski nner. Both the frame
and the lettering were engrave d by Douglas S. Ronaldson. "

Figu re I shows a plate proof of the final des ign.
T he 1894 Report of the Postmaster Genera l (p. 472) gave the num ber issued as

1,5 76 ,950 . To pu t th is num ber in a differen t perspec tive , there was on ly one l Se
Columb ian for every approximately 1,000 2¢ Co lumbians. For this relatively small num ber
of 15¢ stamps only one plate of 100 subjects was required: M58.' There are minor vari­
eties: differen t shades of green and do uble tran sfers. Figure 2 pre sents a pla te imprint
block of the issued stamp.

Figure 2. Plate imprint block.

Th e U.S. started issuing stamps of the 15¢ denominat ion in 1866 with the black Lin ­
coln. The 1869 series included a 15¢ value with the vignette of Co lumbus landing in the
new wor ld, the same sce ne that was chose n for the 2¢ Co lumbian. The 15¢ denominati on
continued to appear in the definitive series through the series of 1954-1968. In 1978 when
the domestic rate had risen to 15¢ per ounce, the Post Offi ce began issuing 15¢ comrnemo­
rati ves.

In 1893 the 15¢ Co lumbian paid no particul ar rate. When the stamp was planned , it
co uld have paid the 5¢ Unive rsa l Postal Union rate plus the 10¢ registration on an overseas
lett er. The regi stration fee droppe d to 8¢ on January I , 1893, and th is use for the 15¢
stamp vanis hed. So the 15¢ Co lumbian was used for helpi ng to make up higher rate s.

One such applica tion, helping to make up a higher rate, is shown in Figu re 3, a triple
rate, registered cover to Argentina, October 16, 1893. We may interpret the 15¢ Co lumb ian
as paying the triple UPU rate and the 5¢ Co lumbian, the 2¢ 1890 and the I¢ Co lumbian
entire as paying the 8¢ registration .

2. Craig 1. Turn er, "The Ear ly United Sta tes Bank Note Companies," American Philatelic
Congress. Vol. 38, pp. 11-47, 1972.

3. F. L. Ellis, "Columbian Plate umbers," The Bureau Specialist, Vol. 35, pp. 232-234, June
1964.
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Figure 3. From Al­
legheny, Pa., to Men­
doza, Argentina, reg ­
istered. The 15<: Co­
lumbian p aid tr iple
the 5<: UPU rate, Oct.
16, 1893.
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Figure 4 displays a cover from Cincinnati, Ohio, May 5, 1894, to Germany. It's a love­
ly, neat cover but it is not paid an exact fee. Two-fold postage plus registration would be
18¢; three-fold postage plus registration 23¢. The two Columb ian adhesives plus the I¢
entire add to 22¢. So the cover is either 4¢ overpaid or I¢ short. One unkind hypothesis is
that the Cincinnati postal clerk could not add.

Figure 4. Registered
from Cincinnati, Ohio,
to Germany, May 5,
1894. The cover is ei­
ther overpaid 4<: or
shortpaid 1<:.
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A similar non-exact payment is pictured in Figure 5. From New York to Germany,
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Figure 5. Single stamp usage of the 15<: Columbian for 5<: postage and 8<: registration.
From New York to Germany, Dec. 31, 1893.
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December 3 1, 1893, the 15¢ Columbian probably overpa id by 2¢ the 13¢ postage and reg­
istry fee. Ph ilatelic? Del iberat ely contrived to create a phil atelic item? Thi s is possible but
it seems more likel y that the 15¢ Columb ian was used simply as a matter of co nvenience
to get the cover in the mail on New Year's Eve.

Figure 5. Single stamp usage of the 15e Columbian for 5e postage and 8e registration.
From New York to Germany, Dec. 31, 1893.

A different class of mai l is illustrated in Figure 6. Here we have the UPU "printed
matt er," charged I¢ per 2 oz. The two 15<t Co lumbians and the two I¢ Co lumbian s paid
for 8¢ regist rati on and up to 48 oz. of printed matter.
Postilion Publications
Postilion Series of Primary Sources

U.S . Sect ion. Volume 4 : UPU Postage Rates and Postage Due Practices. 18 78­
1946 , with pa rticu lar em phasis on Us. incoming rates and the ir surtaxes.
A collation of foreign currency equivalents of the UPU rates from the US.
Pos t Office Gu ides. An introductory article by Robert D. Harris will explain the
regulation s governing short paid mail and the monetary complexities involved
and dem onstrat e how one might use the various tables. 200 pp .

Price: $ 4 5.0 0

British Section . Volume 1: British Post Office Notices, 1 762-182 9 by M.M. Raguin.
Essen tial for understanding rates and routes as well as how the BPO dealt with
its myriad responsibilities, Colonial and foreign as well as domestic. Of great
value to a II postal historians because there is much detail about the various
treaties and. like the Us. Post Office Guides. these Notices were sent to post­
masters to let them know of offic ial legislative and regulatory changes. 150 pp .

Price: $ 3 2. 0 0

Also available: US. Domestic Postage Rates. 1789-195 6. a quality reprint of an im-
portant so urce book. Price: $ 16.9 5

Please add $3 for p/h for the first book. $ 1 for each additional. Full list available for
45 ¢ SASE.

THE PRINTER'S STONE, LTD.
BOX 30

FISHKILL, NEW YORK 12524
(914) 471-41 79
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So me of th e Best Names
in th e Business.

Southpark ExecutiveCenter
12(;51 South Di xie Highway. Suite :12(;

~
,\Iiami. Florida 33156. USA

~
(:lOS) 252-R2R9

J t last. An alternative
for valida ting, con-

firming, and experti zing all
areas of U.S. stamps,
covers and postal sta tionery..

STAMPS COVE RS
up to 699 @ 20. $40
700- 999 @ 40. $40

1,000 - 1.999 @ 60. $60
2,000- 4,999 @ 100. $100
5,000-25, 000 @ 150. $200
Over 25, 000 @ 200 . $300

19th Centur y
1- Randall Shoema ker
David Champagne
Richar d E. Drews
Richar d Champagne
Albe rt Chang
Larry Bustill o
Ph il Ban sner
Perr y Sapperstein
WF. Amonette
Hubert C. Skinner
G rilled Iss ues 1867-70
c.w. Christ ian
1. Westo n Smith
Rich ard E. Drews
David Cha mpagne
Step hen Knapp
Richard Champagne

Postage Dues
Lewis Kaufman
Richa rd C ha mpagne
Albert Chang

~:~j:1 ~~:r/g~ge~e
Lewi s Kau fman
David Champagne
Albert Chang

~~~:;~~Ci~~~~f~leHX
Fancy Cancels
Richa rd C. Fraiol a
Hubert C. Skinner
Envelopes / Wrappers!
Postcards
BillMaisel
Ch arles E. Hoffe r
Richard C hampag ne

Classic Pla ting
Richard Champagne
J.Randall Shoemaker
Sta nley Pille r
WF Amon ett e
David Champagne
Don Tocher
20th Century
Lewi s Kaufman
Tom Vailla ncou rt

~:~~da~~~:\~~~~k
Richard Champagne
Larry Brasier
Ai rmail Issu es
Joe Kirker
Lew is Kaufman
Tom Vaillan court
Phil Bansner

Shanghai Ov pt's
Albe rt Chang
And rew f.Michael
News paper / Periodi cal
Lew is Kau fma n
Albe rt Chang
Proofs/ Essays
Phil Bansner
Larry Bustill o
Joe Kirker
Richard Dre ws

~~i~~t~nv~~ji~g Coils
Larr y Cohen
Richard Champagne
Albert C h ang
David C ha m pag n e
Allen Hofse tz

Co nfe derate Slates
(St amp s & Cove rs)
Brian M. G ree n
Jack E. Molesworth
Hube rt C. Sk inner

~~~~r~:&m!t~te)
B. Dumaine
Ed Kettenbrink
Coil Issu es
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Rich ard Champagne
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Ric hard Friedberg
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At Professional, your certi­
ficat e will be validate d and
signed by at least 3 profes­
sional ph ilatelists who are
leading industry specialists
in th e area of your
su bmission.

Collect ively, they re pre­
sent over 1800 years of
expe rtise , including more
than 700 published articles
and 12 books. T hey've been
recognized with over 200
national award s, including
more than 60 gold awards ,
and 12 internationa l gold
medals.

At Professional, every
importan t area is repre­
sented with names you'll
recognize.

With Professional, you get
the best of both worlds :
impeccable judgme nt at a
small price.

Ju st callor send an SASE
for more information. We' ll
mail you an applicat ion. F ill
it out and return with your
sub mission, along with a
nominal fee, based on your
valuation, plus the posta l
registration. Within 60
days, you' ll rece ive a color
photographic cert ificate
with Professional's opinion
and the names of the exam-

. ining philatelists.

The Val ue Sp ea ks
for Itself.

Exp ertise and Se cu ri ty.

For maximum sec urity,
your stamps are insured for
th eir replacem ent value at
all tim es and store d on-site
in a climate-contro lled bank
vault.

You couldn' t ask for
more: th e nam es of 3 spe­
cialists on your cert ificate ,
60- day turnaround (average
processing is und er 29
days'), and sec urity during
th e process.

T he next time you want
prompt , compe tent
expe rt izing, tum to the
Professionals...who are
proud to sign th eir names.
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Not All Expertizers
Sign Their Names .
But All Ours Do.

And Within 60 Days.
Guaranteed.
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES , Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor
REGISTERED LETTERS UNDER THE U.S.-BRITISH TREATY OF 1848
RICHARD F. WINTER

Additional Articles1 to the U.S.-British Postal Convention of 15 December 1848 were
negotiated in early 1856. These Articl es became effective on I May 1856 and were con­
cerned entirely with the handling of registered letter s between the two countries.

While the two Post Offic es agreed to transmit registered letters to each other, neither
was liable for the loss of the letter s or the contents thereof. Postage was required to be fully
paid in advance including the registration fee. Each country separately determined the reg­
istration fee and no additional charge was permitted in the receiving country. Articl e V of
the Additional Articles stated that each office was to account to the other for one half of
the amount of the registration fee levied upon posting of the registered letter.

In the United States, a registry system had gone into effect on I July 1855 and the 5
cent fee under that system was also applied to letters conveyed in the British mail s. When
the U.S. registration fee was increased to 20 cents on 30 June 1863, registration on letters
to Great Britain and Ireland was also increased to 20 cent s." The 20 cent registration fee to
Great Britain remained in effect until I January 1868, when the rate was reduced to 8

3
cents.

Figure 1. Registered cover 11 Feb 1858 from St. Charles, Mo., to Scotland, franked with
pair #17, showing red 21'/2 credit handstamp of New York and red crown registered
marking of Liverpool.

I. See Report of the Postma ster Gene ral 1856 , Wierenga Reprint, pp.790-802, for a copy of
these Articles .

2. In August 1863, United States Mail & Post Office Ass istant carried a Notice to Postmasters
and the Public which discu ssed the recent change in U.S. registration fees relati ve to the foreign
mails. The portion related to Briti sh mails said: "But registered letters addresse d to the United King­
dom of Great Britain and Ireland are subject to the increased registration fee of 20 cents, the same as
dome stic registered letters, as the Postal Convent ion between the United States and the United King­
dom does not limit the amo unt of the registrat ion fee to be collected in either country." Since there
was no earlier notice of this change, it is possible that the 5 cent registration fee was still in use until
August 1863.

3. Commencing with the January 1868 United States Mail & Post Offi ce Assistant, under Reg­
isterin g Foreign Letters, Foreign Miscellany Section on page 3, the registration fee for Great Britain
was listed as 8 cents. Previous issues listed the 20 cent registration fee.
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On 6 January 184 1, a registration fee of one shilling was introduced in Great Britain.. .
In March 1848 this fee was reduced to SIX pence.

Figure I , provided by Robson Lowe, illu strates a se ldom seen regi stered letter to
Great Britain. This envelope orig inated on II February 1858 in St. Charles, Missouri, the
capital of St. Charles cou nty, abo ut 22 miles by rail northwest of St. Louis. The letter was
addressed to Dumfries, Scotland, and was sent registered. It appears tha t the two 12¢ adhe­
sives (Sco tt #17 ) were added after the letter was add ressed, probably at the St. Charles
post office as they are placed over a manuscript "Paid" endorsement. The 5 cent registry
fee was paid in cas h. The New York Exchange Office marked the letter for 2 1'/2 cents cre d­
it to Great Britain with a red hand stamp illustrated in Figure 2. This represented the nor­
mal 19 ce nt credit for a prepaid letter bei ng transported on board a British contract
steamship and the 2'/2 cent s registra tion fee credit to Great Bri tain unde r the Additional
Articles. The letter departed New York 17 February 1858 on the Cunard steam ship Arabia
and arrived at Liverpool on I March 1858. The arrival da testamp of Liverpool in red
shows 28 February indicat ing the mail s may have bee n landed the evening before while the
ship lay in the Mersey awaiting favorable tides or wea ther to proceed to the wharfs. The
other possibil ity is the da te was not changed in the handstamp. Liverpoo l also struck the
crown regis tered handstamp in red. Arrival at Dumfries is not marked on the envelope.

Figure 2. New York Exchange Of­
fice 21'/2credit handstamp.

Figure 3. 33mm red circular date­
stamp applied at New York.

This is the first cover seen by the author with the 21
1
/2 hand stamp, a marki ng to be

added to the records of the New York Exchange Office. In addition, this cover also has a
33m m circular datestamp of New York in red on the reverse which is not in the aut hor's
record s for the New York Exchange Office. It reads NEW-YORK FEB 17 Paid. Figure 3 il­
lustrates this marking.

From the Grand Prix collection
5

of Vancouver Island and British Co lumb ia formed by
Gerald E. Wellburn comes an extraordinary example of the 5

1/2
cent cre dit marking, ap­

plied at New York to American packet registered letters. This cover is shown in Figure 4
and is illustrated on p. 47 of the Wellburn book, and appears as lot # I060 in the auc tion
catalog of this material as sold by EE. Eaton & Sons on 6 October 1988.

Posted in Victori a, Briti sh Columbia, in February 1863 and addressed to Durham,
Eng land, the cover was prepaid 29 cents with 24¢ and 5¢ U.S. adhesives of the 1861-62 is­
sue. This was the proper single letter rate to England from the West Coast of the Unite d
Sta tes. Apparently the registry fee was paid in cash. A blue straight line "REG ISTERED"
handstamp was struck at Victoria. The letter was postmarked at San Francisco on 2 March.
At the New York Exchange Office , a 5'/2 cent handstamp was struck in red indicating the

4. The Encyclopedia ofBritish Empire Postage Stamps / 66/-/ 85 / , Volume I, by Robson Lowe.
5. Thi s col lection is illustrated in The Stamps and Postal History of \0 ncoul'er Island and

British Columbia by Gerald Wellburn , a large book of cover illustrations of the author 's album pages
with his ana lysis of each cover.
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Figure 4. Feb 1863 cover from Victoria, British Columbia, to Durham, England, prepaid 29
cents in U.S. adhesives and registry fee in cash, showing blue REGISTERED handstamp
of Victoria and red 5 ' /2 credit handstamp of New York . From the Wellburn sale catalog,
courtesy of EE. Eaton & Sons.

cred it to G.B. of 3 ce nts, the norm al single lett er credi t on lett er s car ried by Ame rican
pack et s, and 2'/2cents, hal f the registrati on fee. A tracin g of th is markin g is show n in Fig­
ure 5. The lett er was placed in the mail s sent on the Inm an Line stea ms hip Edinburgh
which dep arted New York on 28 March 1863 and arrived at Liverpool on 9 April 1863.
Again, a New York c ircula r date stamp, not normally associated with the Exc hange Office,
has been used and is shown in Figure 6. Both of these reg istered cove rs have New York
mark ings that are not typical of the New York Exch ange Office sugges ting that reg istere d
lett ers may have been handled in a d ifferent sec tion of that office.

5Y2
Figure 5. New York Exchange Of­
fice 5'/2 cent credit handstamp.

Figure 6. 27mm double circle
datestamp of New York.

Susan McD on ald ha s provided an example of a reg istere d cover from Gre at Britain to
the United Sta tes . Thi s cover is illustrated in Figure 7.

Originating in Bradford , Yorkshire, on 3 December 1863 and addressed to Harlem
Springs, Ohi o, thi s lett er was prepaid I shilling 6 pence (Scott # 39,42) for the norma l I
shi lling transatl anti c rate to the United States plus the 6 pence registrat ion fee. Th e adh e­
sives are oblitera ted with the 107 num eral cance l of Bradfo rd, York s. Th e lett er doesn 't
show London handling and it may have been sent directl y to Liverpool for the next sa iling
from there which was the Allan Line steamship Nom Scotian departing on 4 Decem ber
1863. Nova Scotian arrived in Portl and, Maine, on 22 Decem ber 1863. The closed mails
for New York, co nta in ing th is lett er, were sent on and reached New York on 23 December.
Th e New York Excha nge Off ice used the wro ng c irc ular datestam p whe n they struck the
red N.YO RK BR .PKT. PAID s ince th e lett er had travell ed on an Ame rica n con trac t
stea mship and not a Brit ish packet. At Liverpool, a red-orange crayon "21" was marked to
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Figure 7. Registered cover 3 Dec 1863 from Bradford, Yorks., to Harlem Springs, Ohio,
franked with #39,42, showing 1 shilling 6 pence registered rate to U.S. Orange crayon 27
credit to U.S. marked in England with New York Exchange Office marking overstruck.

show credi t to the United States of 2 1 cents (American packet credi t) plus 6 ce nts, half the
regis trat ion fee. Thi s manu scr ipt mark ing appea rs directl y under the magent a , manu scrip t
"Regis tered" and is overs truck with the New York circular date stamp. Th e I shi lling 6
pe nce prepayment was equivalent to 36 cents, which is a lso marked on the cove r in red-or­
ange crayon. There are no backstamps on this cove r.

Registered letters to foreign countries are surprisingly uncomm on and desirabl e item s
for any tran satl ant ic collec tion. Among registered cove rs ca rried in the British mail s, those
to Grea t Britain see m to be more difficult to find than those from Great Brit ain .
FRANCO-BRITISH ACCOUNTANCY MARKINGS ON
TRANSATLANTIC MAILS FROM THE UNITED STATES

1843-1875
JEFFREY C. BOHN

<Continued from Chronicle 142:138)

PERIOD VII: January 1870· July 1874 (cont.)

To add to the confusion, the exis tence of cove rs fro m th is pe rio d indicates tha t France
made no distinction between the GB/40c letters and those struc k with the G B/A rt38 mark­
ing, in that both gro ups of letters were rated for a collec tion of 5 decimes pe r 7 '/2grams on
deli very. Either France or England lost money on the GB/Art 38 letters, and the situation
was not correc ted until the beginn ing of April 1870. At th is tim e, England began to mark
the totally unpaid letters fro m the U S. with the GB/2F accountancy marking show n in Fig­
ure 24b, and France collec ted 8 decimes per 10 grams on deli very.

An example of a totally unpaid letter from the US. sent to France in the British open
mails dur ing the first three month s of 1870 is shown in Figure 25 . This letter origina ted in
New York on 29 Janu ary 1870 , and was carried to Eng land aboard the North German
Lloyd steamer Weser . App arentl y, this letter weighed more than 1/2 ounce, as the New York
exchange office debited England 8 cents for the US. inland and sea transit postage. The
London Foreign Office originally ma rked this letter with the GB/40c accountancy mark­
ing, then corrected its mistake by applying the GB/Art38 marking. France treated this item
as a doubl e rate letter weighing between 7 '/2 and IS grams, and marked it for a co llec tion
of 10 decimes on deli very.
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Figure 25. An 1870 letter
from New York to
Rheims. sent totally un ­
paid in the British open
mails. and exchanged
with France under Arti ­
cle 38 of the Letter Bill.

The letter show n in Figure 26 passed throu gh London on 30 April 1870 , and by then ,
the Fore ign Office was a lready applying the GB/2F accountancy marking on totally unpaid
lett ers from the U.S. Thi s letter left New York on 19 April 1870 aboard the Gui on Line
steams hip Colorado. and arrived in England with a U.S. debit of 4 cents. Eng land forward­
ed the letter to France at the 2 Franc per 30 gram bulk rate, and on de livery, a co llection of
8 dec imes was require d to pay the French interna l postage, plus the credit to England .

Figure 26. An 1870 letter from New York to Paris. sent totally unpaid in the British open mails to
France. Prior to 1 July 1871. France collected 8 decimes per 10 grams. (Stempien Collection)

On I Jul y 1871 , Fra nce increased the amount due on these totally unp aid letters to 12
decim es per 10 grams, an exa mp le of which is shown in Figure 27 . Thi s letter or iginate d in
Havana, Cuba, but was privately handl ed by an agen t, and place d into the mails at New
York on 27 December 1874. The letter was sent via the North Ge rma n Lloyd steamer Her­
mann to Eng land, where it was struck with the GB/2F accountancy marking and forwarded
to France .

Ofte n , letters orig inating in Cuba and addressed to France were sent by U.S . mail
steamers to the United States and forwa rded in the open mails through England . On unpaid
letters sent by th is route, the U.S. debit ed England 12 cents per 1/2 ounce . Thi s debit was a
co mbination of the 10 ce nt incom ing stea mship letter rate , which included the U.S. intern al
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Figure 27. An 1873 letter from Havana, privately carried to New York. and sent totally unpaid to
France in the British open mails. After 1 July 1871, France collected 12 decimes per 10 grams on
delivery.

postage , plus the 2 cent sea transit postage to England . England forwarded these letters to
France at a 3F60c per 30 gram bulk rate , which comprised the IF20c per 30 gram rate for
unpaid letters from England to France, plus the 12 cent per single weight (2F40c per 30 gra m)
U.S. debi t. Although most often seen on mails from Cuba , this 3F60c per 30 gram exc hange
rate was applicable to all unpaid letters origi nating from any of the various nations service d
by U.S . mail steamers, and sent via the Brit ish open mai ls to France . I I

Figure 28. An 1870 letter from Havana. carried by U.S. packet to New York, and sent totally unpaid
in the British open mails to France. Priorto 1 July 1871, France collected 12 decimes per 10 grams.

The new GB/3F60c acco untancy marking (Figure 24c) was proofed in the Register of
Steel Impressions on 25 January 1870, and an ear ly usage of this marking is show n in Figure
28 . This letter orig inated in Havana , Cuba in January 1870, and was sent via the U.S . steamer

II. Salles' s com ments (op .c i t.) that both the GB/Art38 and GB/3F60c accountancy marki ngs were for
use on unpaid letters sent from the U.S . to England via Germa n packet s , are incorrect. Quite possibly, he was
led to this erro neous conclusion because the North German Lloyd Line was one of the few steamship
companies that agreed to carry the U.S. mails during the ear ly part of 1870 . so that many of the letters
showing these markings were endorsed to these German steamers .
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Mo rro Castle to New York . As this was a double weight letter, New York debited Engla nd 24
cents, and placed the letter aboard the North German Lloyd steamship Union bound for
Southam pto n. Eng land forwarded this letter to France at the 3F60c per 30 gra m bulk rate ,
where a collectio n of 24 decimes was requi red to pay the French internal postage, plus the
credit to Eng land .

France co ntinued to co llect 12 decimes per 10 grams on all these GB/3F60c letters until
I July 1871 , at which time the amo unt due was increased to 15 deci mes per 10 grams. An
unusual exa mp le of th is rate is shown in Figure 29 . This letter originated in La Union ,
Salvador, on II September 1872 , and was carr ied by steamer to Panama. After conveyance
across the isthmus to C hagres , the letter was carr ied to New York aboard the U.S . mail
steamship Henry Chauncey. New York deb ited England 12 cen ts for this letter , and placed it
aboard the Guion Line steamship Manhattan. England forwarded the letter to France at the
3F60c exc hange rate , and 15 decimes were co llected on delivery.

Figure 29. An 1872 cover from Salvador, sent via Panama and by U.S. steamship to New York, and
forw arded to France in the British open mails. After 1 Ju ly 1871, France required a collection of 15
decimes per 10 grams on delivery.

In theory, printed matter sent from the U.S . to France in the British open mails during
this period shou ld also have rece ived the GBII FPK acco untancy marking previously
emp loyed dur ing the first th ree months of 1857 (Period V above). However, no exa mples
have been reported . The fact that the U.S .-British conventio n of I January 1870 did not
specifically address the exc hange of printed matter in the ope n mails, plus the followi ng
instruc tio ns publi shed in the December 1869 issue of the U.S . Mai l and Post Office
Assistant, 12 may have prevented such exc hanges from taking place:

On and after January I , 1870 , . . . Letters for France may also be sent from the United Sta tes in
the ordinary ope n mail to England witho ut prepayment of postage . But printed matter and
samples cannot, under ex isting regulat ions, be so sen t.

It is not known if the above instruc tions were eve r modified to allow printed matter to be sent
to France in the British open mails during this period , but perhaps the reporting of such
material wi ll help to draw some conclusio ns .

PERIOD VIII: August 1874 - December 1875

Afte r several years of negotiat ions, the United States and France finally reached accord
on a new postal co nvention that went into effec t on I August 1874. After this date , all Frenc h
treaty ma il sent from the U.S. via England went in closed bags, and thus was not subject to
any form of accountancy markings. As in the case of the 1857 U.S.-French treaty per iod ,
however, it is possible that some letters to France could have been sent from the U.S . to
England by private vesse ls, or eve n carried as " loose letters" aboard contrac t steamers, in

12. J . Gayler , United States Mail lind Post Office Ass istant . New York, December, 1869 .
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which case they would have been includ ed in the open mails and recei ved the appro priate
accountancy mark ings . Unfortunately, no such material has bee n reported from thi s period .

Although the United States jo ined the Ge neral Postal Union on I Jul y 1875 , the
U.S .-Fre nch conve ntion remained in effec t unt il France officially became a me mber on I
January 1876 . Similarly , the accountancy markings associated wit h the Franco-British
convention of 1857 co ntinued to be used unt il 3 1 Decem ber 1875 .
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NANCY POLl

RD1 Box 1779 , Saylors burg, PA 18353
(717) 992-2770
Available for Immediate Delivery

NORTH ATLANTIC
MAIL SAILINGS
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Hardbound; 430 pages; over 250
illustrations in text.

$39.50 postpaid; please add $2 to foreign address.
Order s to USPCS, 2030 Glenmont Dr. N.W., Canton, Ohio 44708.
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER , Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 142

Figure I shows a cover sent from Scotland to North America in 1861 . A number of
responders sent analytica l answers, some long and detailed , and most ident ified the ship
from England. These members were the writers: John Gri ffiths, Van Koppersmith , James
Milgram, Blake Myers, Martin Stempi en, Arthur White , and Ben Wishnietsky, and their ef­
forts are appreciated. If all answers were printed this Cover Corn er would take double its
normal allotme nt of pages.

Figure 1. From Scotland in 1861.

Some thou ght the Id. was for a circular, or part-payment (not acceptable), or an effort
to pay the G.B. inland rate for a single wt. letter. All of the answers were good, so we hope
the other responders will not mind if that of Arthur White (he has been studying the SENT
BACK 1D ENGLAND WITHOUT A REASON FOR NON-DELIVERY marking and has
covers showing usage in the 1850s and 1860s.) is quoted . White writes :

Regarding the spec ifics of the cover, it was posted at Castle Douglas, Scotland,
and the 1d. adhesive, a penny red, was cance lled by the "7 1" in a square of bars, this be­
ing the Briti sh Post Offi ce Numb er, Scott ish series, ass igned to Castle Douglas, corrob­
orated by the backstamp. The sender apparently felt a Id. stamp (the Brit ish Isles penny
rate effective Jan. 10, 1840) was necessary to get the letter to a port of exit , however, no
prepayment was nece ssary. The Royal Mail Steamer Afri ca departed from Liverpool
June 8, 1861, arrived at N.Y. June 20. The New York Exchange Offic e marked it as 24¢
due , the U.S.-British Treaty rate of 1848, equivalent to one shill ing sterling. The U.S.
was debit ed with 16¢ Sea postage (British Packet) + 3¢ Briti sh Inland = 19¢, as shown
by the 19 CENTS in black .

It is interesting to note that Virginia seceded on April 17, 1861 , and on May 2 1
Richmond was chosen as the new capital of the Confederacy, so that forwarding of the
U.S. mail to this rebel hotbed would no doubt constitute a "REASON" for non-delivery,
not tr an smitted to th e Briti sh Po st Offi ce , thu s marked S ENT BACK TO
ENGLAN D/W ITHOUT A REASON .

That suspens ion of mails to the south caused the return of this parti cu lar letter is con­
firm ed by a P.o. notifi cation (reaffirming the PMG's order of 27 May) publ ished in the N.r.
Times 20 June 1861, of which White furnished a copy. If any readers want a copy, send a
SASE to this Editor.
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Late answers, agree ing genera lly with the above analysis were received from Dr. I C
Arne ll and Rev. Willi am Parkes, who also analyzed the cove r in Figure 2.

Figure 2. Cover from Raleigh, N.C.

Figure 2 shows a cover with RR corner card and a ID¢ C S.A. stamp, Die B with filled
corners, first known used May 1863 and used until the end of the Civi l War in 1865. A
num ber of resp ond ers spotted the problem , and writte n answers ca me fr om Bri an and
Maria Green , Van Koppersmith, Mart in Stempi en , James Milgra m, and Ben Wishnietsky.
The correct analysis is that the envelope with corner card is genuine, the stamp is genuine,
the address might be genuine (if it had been carried outside the mails), the marker is prob­
ably an original - but an unused stamp was put on the envelope and then ca ncelled with a
post-Civil War (probably 1867 vintage) cds. Raleigh is not the onl y town seen on such cov­
ers, and Figure 3 shows a similar one with Rome, Ga., cds. Someone apparently sought old
postal marking devices and then fabricated examples of postal history. Other fakers copied
postm arks from genuine Civil War covers photographi cally, and made metal markers then
used to fabricate desirable Confederate and Union co vers. Some of these are in the Stam p
and Cove r Repository and Analysis Program holdin gs of our Society presently kept at the
Phila telic Foundation in N.Y.C

Figure 3. Similar item postmarked Rome, Ga.
Chronicl e 143 I August 1989 I Vol. 41. No. 3 215



PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Figure 4 shows a cover sent around 1855 from Bloo mfie ld, N.J., to Philade lphia, Pa.

No prob lem so far, but it subsequently was struck with a C-32 ca rr ie r oval handstamp in
black, then a "C" in crayon on it in reel, and a " PAID" in red. What se ries of events co uld
have caused thi s ca rrier marking to be thusly applied?

Figure 4. Cover with Philadelphia carrier markings.

Figure 5 shows a cove r from the U.S. to Siam in 1868, bearin g a total of 84¢ in then
current U.S. stamps. There is a faint NY PAID in reel. The London PAID marking in red is
dat ed 16 MR 68. Two crayoned markings in red are " 2" and "40" and the Marsei lles mark­
ing is in black . The only marking on the back is cds of Singapore with an illegib le dat e.
Was the correct postage paid, and what was the routing?

Figure 5. To Siam in 1868.

Som e readers have as ked for a diversity of problem s, and expresse d appreciati on of
the post off ice art ifac t (rum p rester ) covered in the last Chronicle . We are handicapped
somew ha t by the need that the objec t be U.S. related, and usually from the 1800s. A few
Co nfede ra te Civi l War items have been show n with responder interest and no comp laints.
New sugges tions from read ers are welcome.

Please se nd yo ur answer s and sugges tions to the Ci nc inna ti P.O. Box with in two
wee ks of recei vin g your journal.
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I I I AUCTIONING
INTERNATIONALLY

Harmers Internationa l, through the close liaison of our two
active houses on three continents, will meet your need for
top results with an international mailing list.

Everything you need to know about disposing of your phila­
telic property and the many unique services offered by
Harmers are detailed in our brochure "Philatelic Selling" - it
is yours for the asking.

Complete the coupon and return it today!

IH;;;;;;r;"o.....N";w-;;k""i"n;,- - - - - - - - - --
I 14 East 33rd Street. New York . NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532 ·3700
Please send me your brochure,
" Phi latelic Sell ing " .
I am interested in selli ng my collection of... ......

............................... , market value $ ..

NAME .

ADDRESS .

...; .~::.;:.: :.:.:: :.:.:: .~.~. :.:.:: .~ .~.~. :.:.:: :.:.::.~ .~. :.:.:: :.:.:: .~.~.;;,J

HARMERSo/NEWYORK INC.
14 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532-3700 Cable : HARMERSALE, New York
Lie. #'5 672829 . 780870

HARMERS of London
Stamp Auctioneers Ltd .

91, New Bond Street, London
W1A 4EH, Eng land

CablePhlstemsellondon W1. Tel. 01 629·0218




	Cover
	In This Issue
	Guest Privilege
	Postage Rates between U.K. and North and Central America and the Caribbean 1711 to 1900
	Vignettes Of Early United States Transatlantic Mail; 9. Payment Of Foreign Postage Through Forwarding Agents

	Prestamp and Stampless Period
	Charge instead of "Free" -
 the Departmental Franking "Brown out" of 1845-47

	Carriers and Independent Mails
	Saratoga Springs-Postmaster's Provisional

	1851-61 Period
	Going the Wrong Way!, an Earliest Known Date of Use Revised to a Later Date
	Three Cent 1851 First Day Covers
	Free Returned Letters
	Sailings Of the United States Mail

	1861-1869 Period
	1860-1863 Three Cents plus One Cent plus One Cent
	Jackson, Mississippi, "Confederate Style" Immediate Post War Occupation Markings

	1869 Period
	Used 30-Cent 1869 Inverts
	The Lockport Postmaster's Provisional

	Bank Note Period
	An Unreported 5¢ Garfield EssayŠA Belated Discovery
	The Fifteen Cent Columbian Stamp

	Foreign Mails
	Registered Letters Under the U.S.-British Treaty of 1848
	Franco-British Accountancy Markings on Transatlantic Mails From the United States

	The Cover Corner
	Answer to Problem Covers in Issue No. 142
	Problem Covers for This Issue


