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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
Review: United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations, 1847 to GP U-UPU. Re
vised edi tion. By Charl es J. Starn es. Hardb ound, 176 8" x 9 W' pages. Published by
Leonard H. Hartm ann , Box 36006, Louisvill e , Ky. 40233 . Available from the publisher :
$37 .50 postpaid anyw here in the world, or $45 by air mail anywhere.

The new edition of this indis pensa ble handb ook will be welcomed by all collectors
of U.S. foreign mail s. The form at of the orig ina l edition has been followed while revisions
and additions improve the book 's usefulne ss.

Updates and changes have been provided in the rate listings for over 30 countries.
Sign ificant changes and additions appea r in the tables for China, Indi a, Spain, Paraguay,
Turk ey, the Danish West Indies, and severa l other locations. In some instance s further re
sea rch has established more precise dates for the limit s of spec ific rate periods. Entirely
new tables for Java, Mada gascar, and St. He lena have been furnished. The listings for sev
eral countries which entered UPU at a late date have been extended until UPU entrance .
These include Ascension Island, Australia, Cape of Good Hope, Siam, and Tuni s amon g
others. The only exception I have noted is China (which did not join UPU until the 20th
century), and here the tabul ation is brought up to 1892.

The first editi on included ten very helpful appendices: A, rate progression, Briti sh
treaty mail via France (Marseilles); B, parti al list of foreign post offices in Turkey before
1875; C, postage rates from Hawaii to U.S.; D, French postage charges on mail to and
from U.S., 6/43-4/57; E, French postage to U.S. and co llec t from U.S., 1/70- 8/74 ; F, for
eign curre ncy equiva lents; G, GP U/UP U entra nce dates; H, Nova Scot ia cha rge s on
Br itish pack et mail ; I, charges on unpaid and part paid internatio nal lett er s, 186 8 to
GP U/UP U entry; J, Bremen transit charges under firs t ( 1847) Bremen treaty. All are re
tained in this edition, and addi tions appear in Append ices F, G, and J.

Six more appendi ces - all very useful - supplement the new edition: K, credits
and debits on Bremen mail international rates; L, postage charges on BaM letters U.S.
Germ any, 1849-68; M, U.S.-Holland postal charges in BaM, 1849-66; N, U.S.-Belgian
postal charges in BaM, 1849-68; 0 , observed depreciation ratio s, notes to gold; P, U.S.
India postal charges by BaM, 1857-68. These will be helpful in deciphering rates, credits,
and debit s.

The book concludes with an extensive bibliography. Here again the references are
updat ed by the inclu sion of important articles and book s publi shed since 1982.

Increases in cross references make information easier to find .
Thi s review is based on unbo und signatures . The fini shed book will be bound in dark

red buckram with gold stamping and sewn signatures . All the Hartmann publications have
been distingu ished by the excellence of their bindings and I am confident this one will be
as goo d or better than its predecessors. The paper is substantial and will give man y years
of service.

An excellent feature of the new edition is the addition of ove r 50 appropriate cove r
photos, enhancing the value and interest for the average co llector. A bonus is a channing
informal port rait of the author. The origina l edition contained 57 photographs of covers il
lustrat ing rates in the tables. Of these all but one were from Starne s 's collection , stolen
about seven yea rs ago . Some 55 cover photos have been added to the second edition, again
exa mples of some of the rates and services listed . Over half the new illu strations are from
the author 's co llec tion; the balance come from various sources. The sto len material has not
Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol. 42, No. 3 7



yet been reco vered. I take the opportunity to urge all members to become familiar with
these items and to be on watch for them.

If you already have the 1982 edition, you will still need this for the changes and ad
ditions, espec ially if you have a serious interest in U.S. foreign mails. If you don ' t own the
first edition, this is a must for any collector or student of 19th century U.S. postal history,
even if your interest in foreign mails is ju st peripheral. Knowledge is power. Unreservedly
recommended.

Susan M. McDonald
* * *

A REMINDER

Society members wishing to make nominations for the 1990 Cup Awards should
mail their nom inations to the Chairman of the U.S.P.C.S. Cup Select ion Co mmittee,
Chairman Alfred E. Staubus at 1015 Kenway Court, Columbus, OH 4322 0 as soon as pos
sible. The other members of this committee are the 1989 award winners, Theron Wieren
ga, Richard Winter, Rollin Huggins, Jr., and Creighton Hart. Previous winners of the Cup
Awards can be found in the "Chai rman 's Chatter" issues # 119, # 120, # 125, # 129 and
#133.

The cri teria to be considered for the various Cup Awards are as follows:

The Chase Cup is awarded to authors of articles, books or other studies concern 
ing any United States postage stamp issued from 1842 to 1893 including Postmaster 's,
locals, carriers, and general issues including back-of-the-book materia l.

The Ashbrook Cup is awarded to authors of articles, books, or other studies con
cerning United States postal history from the colonial period to 1893.

The Perry Cup IS to be awarded to authors of articles, books, or other studies
concerning either United States stamps or postal history prior to 1893. In selecting re
cipients for this award, the Cup Commi ttee shall give particular weight to new discov
eries reported by the nominee and to the use by nominee of original sources of newly
found manuscript materia l or materials presently held by the United States Archives or
any public or private institution.

Recipients of the Chase, Ashbrook, and Perry Awards need not be members of
the U.S. Philatelic Classics Socie ty. Recipients may receive these award s more than
once provided the different awards are for different and separate achieve ments within
the field specified for these cups. These awards may be awarded posthumously under
exceptional circumstances.

The Brookman Cup may be awarded only to a member of U.S.P.C.S. for out
standing service to the Society. Any recipient may receive this cup more than once pro
vided the awards are for different and separate services to the society. It may be award
ed posthumously under unusual circumstances.
Do you value your USPCS membership?
INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN
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When You Seek The Rare Dealer
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Andrew Levitt will not sell you a stamp or cover
unless it meets your collecting goals.

Phone today for a private consultation.

ANDREW LEVITT
PHILATELIC CONSULTANT

BOX 342-CC, DANBURY, CT 06813 (203) 743-5291
Life Member U. S. Philatelic Classics Society, Philatelic Foundation, American Philatelic

Society, ASDA, and Collectors Club ofNew York » Bank Letter of Credit Available .
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GUEST PRIVILEDGE
VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J.e. ARNELL

10. William F. Harnden - The Original Transatlantic Forwarding Agent

In the previou s vignette , a passing note was
taken of Will iam F. Hamden of Boston. As one of
the major contributors to the development of a dis
ciplined transatlantic mail serv ice from the United
States through his "express" serv ice within the
country and across the Atl anti c in Great Britain
and Europe, he deserves a vignette of his own.

In the 1830s, while in his ea rly twenties,
William Hamden was first a train conductor and
later a Boston ticket agent of the fled gling Boston
& Worcester Railroad . Recognizing the potenti al
of the growing railw ay system, he made an agree
ment with his company, which permitted him in
1839 to pro vide a personal se rvice of carry ing
drafts, bills, notes, packages, etc., between Boston
and New York using the train . In that yea r, he was
listed in the Boston Directory as "Express Package
Carrier, 8 Court Street, Boston ." He established an
express office in Boston and a subsidiary one in
New York the following year. At the sta rt, "a
medium sized valise" was sufficient to carry what Figure 1. William F. Harnden and
was entrusted to him. the medium-sized valise.

In 1841, Nathaniel Greene, the Boston postmaster, described the earlier situation ex
isting in the sending of letters overseas from Boston , and the part Hamden played in re
solving the diff iculties, in a report for S.R. Hobbi e, First Assistant Postmaster General ,
which was subsequently included in the USPMG 1841 Report (pp. 452 ff.):

From a time whereo f the memory of man runneth not to the contrary, there have
ex isted in Boston, New York, and prob ably other maritime cities, what have usuall y
been called fo reign letter offices, generally kept by the keepers of news rooms in the re
spective cities, who assumed the business of receiving letters to be forwarded to foreign
countries by sea . These letters were despatched by a vessel sai ling directly from the
port where the lett er was orig ina lly deposited , or sent by mail to some oth er port ,
whence a packet or other ship was about to sa il. When such a letter was to be sent di
rect from the same port , a small compensation was charged for the trouble. When to be
sent by mail to another port for despatch, then the amount of postage was charged in
addition, and paid into the post office by the keeper of the f oreign letter office. Thi s is
the system which has always been practised, and from which no detriment to the rev
enues of the Department has ever arisen; but there was a defect in this system, detri 
mental to the merchant s. The packages of letters sent by the keepe rs of the foreign let
ter offices (say from Boston) would be sent by the very last mail previous to the sailing
of the foreign packet from New York, and would arrive there but a few hours previous
to the sa iling of the packet ; and it would often happen that the mail would not be as
sorted in season for the letters to be put on board, or that the packet agents (to whose
care they were directed) would forget to send to the post office at the last minut e; so
that , from one or other of these causes, the whole budget would often have to lie over
10 Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol. 42, No. 1



unti l the sailing of the next packet. The frequency of these occurrences led many of the
merchants to send their letters by such of their friends and acquaintances as happened
to be going to New York on the day, and thus a large portion of the forei gn-letter busi
ness was gradu ally withdrawn from the mai l. On the establishment of Hamden 's ex
press, a sure mean s of securing the forwarding of these letters presented itself, in the
person of his age nt, who could immediately, on his arri val in New York , repair on
board the ship and depo sit the letters in the hand s of the captain; and Hamden was con
stantly importuned to take them . Under these circumstances, Hamden communicated
the facts (through me) to the Department , and the fina l result was an arrangement, by
which he was appointed a mail carr ier, gave bond s, and took the oath . By this arrange
ment he recei ved the foreign letters from the merchants, put them in parcel s directed to
himself in New York, brou ght them to the office and paid the postage on them; they
were then mailed for New York , put in a separate bag, with a separate way bill, locked
with the post office lock , and the bag confided to the hand s of Hamden, to be conveyed
to the New York Post off ice. On his arrival there, the bag was immediately opened, its
contents delivered to Mr. H., accordi ng to the direction , and he immediately repaired on
board the packet ship with the same.

By this arrangement the objec ts of all parties were acco mplished . The Depa rt
ment got the postage; the merchants were assured of the ce rtain conveyance of their let
ters, even into the cabin of the ship; and Mr. Harnden got a reasonable compensatio n
for his trouble. This arrangement was or iginally one of my suggestions; it has brought
thousands of dollars into the treasury of the Department, wh ich otherwi se would never
have found their way there ; and, to this day, I can see no objection to it. The establish
ment of the English mai l, by the Cunard line , has since somewhat mod ified the detail s
of this bus iness, and partia lly changed its direction; but, were it not for wearying you
with a letter too long to permi t a hope of its being read , I could show you, conclusively,
that Mr. Ham den's services are now as conducive to the interests of the Department,
and to the public accommodation, as they previously were .

Figure 2. Letter from J.J. Dixwell, Boston, dated 6 May 1840, which was taken to New
York by Harnden's Express (first type of handstamp) and delivered to the Great Western.
Carried from New York on 14 May and arrived at Bristol on 24 May, where struck with
"BRISTOL/SHIP LETTER" and rated 1/4 Stg. postage due as a double weight letter.

Greene also explained that with the es tabli shment of the Cunard service, as a result
of his reputation for reliabi lity and hone sty, Hamden was offered the excl usive agency for
managing the Cunard freighting busine ss, con sisting of light goods and sma ll packages.
Thi s was quite large in volume and produced a lot of revenue, of whic h Hamden received
ten percent. To carry out this responsibi lity, a Liverpool office was set up, which permitted
Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol. 42, No.3 11



an expan sion of activities into that of a merchant banker. In this latter role, emigrant s and
others could obtain bills of exchange, which began with small amounts provided as a con
venience to his customers, but soon grew to totals of $ 10-20,000 per voyage, as merchants
also took advantage of his service.

From the point of view of the transatlanti c mail , the Liverpool office was more im
portant for anoth er reason, as explained by Greene:

The postmaster s cann ot receive money for Europ ean posta ge; they have no
means of transmitting the money to Europe, and of sending a letter as a pa id letter.
Now, many people who write, on their own business, to persons in England and on the
Cont inent, being unwilling to tax their correspondents with the expense of postage, de
sire to pay through; and many who write to friends or poor relations desire to do the
same thing. Mr. Hamden enables them to do this. A person in Philadelphia, wishing to
pay the American, English, French and German postage on a letter to Vienna, can pay
the same to Mr. Harnden, and the lette r will go free of expense to the recipient. Mr.
Harnden will pay the postage from Philadelphia to Boston; at Boston he will enclose it,
with others of the same kind, to his partner in Liverpool , and that partner will pay at
Liverpool the postage to its destination . This arrangement has already been found to be
of great public convenience, and to deny him the privilege of doing so would be to
deny to the public a facility for which it is not in the power of the Departm ent to fur
nish a substitute.

Figure 3. Letter from E. Kaupe, New York, dated 30 January 1841. Collected and taken to
Boston by Harnden's Express and delivered to the Acadia . Carried from Boston on 1
February and arrived at Liverpool on 15 February, where backstamped with a double
oval "AMERICA/L" and rated 1/- Stg. postage due.

It is clear from the context of this report that the Post Office was seriously consider
ing whether to renew Harnden 's contract. One of the arguments was that he collec ted
postage on letters singly and paid for them in aggregate by weight done up in packages,
pocketing the difference. Greene argued that this was not very great and was balanced by
the labour saved by the post office, having to handle packages of letters instead of individ
ual ones. Objection was also made to the fact that Harnden charged twenty-five cents for a
letter from New York to Boston, or a twenty-five percent commission, in addition. To this,
Greene argued that by paying the post office , which other agents did not, thousands of dol
lars went into the treasury of the Department. An advantage Harnden offered was that of
keeping his bag open until within five minutes of the actual departure of a mail , while the
post office closed the same mail half an hour earlier.
12 Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol.42, No. 1



Figu re 4. letter from John A. Brown, Philadelphia, dated 30 August 1841 . Collected by
Harnden and taken to Boston and delivered to t he Columbia. Carri ed from Boston on 1
September and arrived at liverpool on 14 September, where backstamped with a double
oval "AMERICA/l" and rated 1/-Stg. postage due.

That his contract was renewed is refle cted in two notices in a 2 1 Jul y 1842 Boston
paper:

UNITE D STATES EXPRESS MAIL FROM BOSTO N TO NEW YORK
Post Offi ce. Boston. Ju ly 20 , 1842. Th e Postmaster Gen eral , with a view to the

accommoda tion of the public , and to increase despat ch and security, has es tablished an
Ex press Mail , to ex ped ite whic h, messenge rs will be employed under the imme dia te su
pervision and directi on of Messrs. Hamden & Co ., for carryi ng the Mail , bet ween this
ci ty and New York , and the important intermediate places, with direct ion s to ca use the
de live ry at the earli est possibl e tim e. Lett er s will be receiv ed at the Mail Car Depot of
the Boston and Pro viden ce Ra ilro ad , from half past 3 o 'clock unt il the tim e of dep ar
ture , during which time posta ge can be paid .

GEO. ·WM . GORDON, Postmaster.

and immediately below:

UNITE D STATES EXPRESS MAIL FROM BOSTON TO NEW YORK.
With the view to give the greatest pos sible convenience, dep atch and security, to

the increasin g communicat ion betw een Ne w York and thi s c ity, the Postmaster-General
has es tablished regularl y sworn Messen gers attached to the Dep artment from this city
to New York , und er the imm edi ate superintende nt of the und er signed , to commence on
the 20th inst ,

To carry out in the fullest possibl e ex tent these view s of the Postm aster-G eneral ,
lett er s for New York , Providen ce and New Bed ford, wi ll be recei ved at the reg ular 4
o ' clock Mail Tra in o f Ca rs, (a nd if desired post age ca n be pa id ) fro m half-past 3
o'clock up to the time of its dep artu re for New York .

Public noti ce is therefore hereby g iven of the above arra nge me nt, and all person s
may rely upon the dili gen ce with which all mail matter will be forwarde d as above, in
the shortest possibl e space of time and with the greatest security.

HAR ND EN & CO.
Gen eral Mail Age nts.

Boston , Jul y 2 1, 1842.
Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol. 42. No.3 13



Figure 5. Letter from E. Wood, Boston, dated 8 May 1847, and marked "Per Sarah Sands
Via New York." Collected by Harnden & Co., who backstamped the letter "FORWARDED
BY HARNDEN & CO. BOSTON" and sent it to New York in a package addressed to the
Harnden Liverpool office for delivery to the steamer Sarah Sands, which was under
charter to the Red Cross (St. George) Line of sailing packets. Carried from New York on
11 May and arrived at Liverpool on 30 May. Struck with "POSTAGE PAID TO DESTINA 
TION BY HARNDEN & CO. of LIVERPOOL" and with "PAID H & Co." in a shield, and
mailed on 31 May with 1d Stg. inland postage paid.

During thi s period, the Postm aster Gener al continued to be conce rne d over the
amount of revenue being lost to the private expresses, which were carry ing large numbers
of letters outside the postal service. Possibly in an attempt to get at these, a P.O. notice in
New York dated 24 Febru ary 1844 stated that Harnden no longer acted as a postal courier,
and a month later the follow ing threat aga inst Hamden and the other companies was pub
lished.

POST OFFI CE,
New York, March 26, 1844.

English Mail. - Letter Bags per Royal Mail Steamer Caledonia, which leaves
Boston on Monda y next, the first day of April, will be closed at the Upper and Lower
Post Offices in this city, on Saturday next, the 30th inst., at 45 minutes past 4 o' clock,
P.M. After that time, letters can be paid to the Mail Agent on board the Stonington boat
until 5 o' cloc k, at which time she leaves the wharf. As the Post Office Department is
determined to exert all its energies to prevent the lawless transportation of letters on the
mail route s by private expre sses, companies and individuals, and as no letters are re
ceived on board the Brit ish steamer unless through the Boston Post Office, the public is
cautioned that there will be no certainty in any mode of transmission except through
the mail. The cont ract which formerly existed between Messrs. Harnden & Co. and the
Department, by which the former were authorized to rece ive postage on letters from
this city to Boston , has been cancelled. A spec ial agent of the Department has been em
ployed to accompany the mail from this city, and del iver it in due season to the Boston
Post Office.

JOHN LORIMER GRAHAM, P.M.
These threats appear to have had no effect on Harnden, for the company continued to

advertise its service immediately below the P.O. Notices of the success ive Cunard mails.
Now that it no longer had any obl igation to collect inland postage, it offered to carry let
ters for 121f2cents prepaid, against the regular postage of 183/4cent s.
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Received Payment for Harnden &. Co. F I '

Figure 6. Receipt from Harnden & Co. for freight charges dated 10 April 1845.

William Hamden died on 14 January 1845 at the early age of thirty-one. Soon after,
the American component of the business was sold to other express companies, while the
foreign operatio n con tinued as Hamden & Co. until 1851.

Hamd en covers and associated documents provide the basis of a very interesting
glimpse of one aspect of U.S. transatlantic mail, as those shown here illustrate.

Figure 7. Bill of Account dated 27 March 1846 issued by Harnden & Co., Boston as the Cu
nard Freight Agent against A. Bell & Son , New York, for Customs Duties.
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United States Classics
at Christies in March

The first sales of1990 at our NewYork Galleries
offers collectors of fine quality u.s. stamps

and covers a varied and choice selection of items.

Nashville provisionalSc on patrio tic "Hanging Lincoln" cover.
Ex Caspary, Kimmel. From the Blake M. Myers collection.

United States Stamps
March 13

Featuring further offerings from
TheWeill Brothers' Stock

including numerous singles in extremely fine qualit y,
unusual multiples and pro ofs.

United States and Confederate States Covers
March 14

W ith outstanding 1847covers,
foreign usages and superb quality frankings.

The Confederate States features a choice
selection ofsingles and covers including

the Blake M . Myers collection
of Confederate Patriotic covers.
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Pony Expr ess cover from San Francisco
via St.Jose ph Mo. to Boston , Mass.
backstamp ed with a superb strike
of the rare carm ine Pony Expr ess, St.Joseph d.s.(inserr).

',;t,

T -., J"
'/

A matcbing pair of 1847
issue covers to England
frank ed with a pair of Sc
and a IDc respectively.

Ca talogues for the two sales are
$10.00 each.

Please send check or money order to:

Christ ie'sStamp Department
502 Park Avenue

New York, N.Y 10022
tel. (212) 546-1087

~
~

CHRISTIE'S
Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol. 42, No.3 17



THE PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS
FRANK MANDEL, Editor
THE DEAD LETTER OFFICE UNTIL 1851
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

This is the first section of a study of the activities of the Post Office Department rela
tive to handling of dead letters. Sub sequent part s will be found, as worked up by TJ.
Alexander, in the 1851 section and by this writer in the 1861 section.

The story here is far from complete, being based upon material in the writer 's collec
tion and photographs and photocopies accumulated both by Mr. Alexander and myself. I
also should acknowledge a debt from looking through the Dead Letter Office collections
of Thomas R. Wegner and Dr. Alfred E. Staubus. The D.L.O. has had a very large number
of markings through the years, many being far from common, and also its activities have
always been behind the scenes, and details of the internal part of its operations are thus, in
almost any era, largely a matter of conjecture.

Actually, just when the title "Dead Letter Office" came on the scene is, to me at
least, somewhat uncertain, but handling of those undeliverable letters returned by post
masters to the General Post Office at Washington or earli er capital s was part of the postal
duties from the beginning of the existence of the Post Office Department. Also, from the
beginnin g, and probably a carry-over from the Briti sh, postmasters and clerks were not
permitted to open such letter s (or, for that matter, any other) by law; that task was reserved
for duly appointed and properly supervised clerks at the Department.

A paragraph of the postal act of 1799 recognized the need to handle letter s not called
for and which had to be sent to the General Post Office (it wasn't called the "department"
until some years later) as follows:

And be it f urther enacted, That the deputy postmasters shall, respectively, publish
at the expira tion of every three months, in one of the newspapers publ ished at, or near
est the place of his residence, for three consecutive weeks, a list of all the letters re
maining in their respective offices; at the expiration of the next three months, shall send
such letters as then remain on hand, as dead letters, to the general post-office, where the
same shall be opened and inspected; and if any valuabl e papers or matter of conse
quence, shall be found therein , it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General , to cause a
descripti ve list thereof to be inserted in one of the newspapers published at the place
most convenient to where the owner may be supposed to reside, if within the United
States, and such letters and the contents shall be preserved, to be delivered to the per
son, to whom the same shall be addressed upon payment of postage, and the expense of
publication.
The requirement that valuable letters be retained and an attempt made to deliver

them to their "owners" - here con sidered the addre ssee, but later, the primary attempt
was to return them to the senders - also implied that no such attempt was required to be
made for other than valuable letters. This concept remained in being until the early days of
the Civil War. Each subsequent postal act , as given in the succeeding Postal Laws & In
structions (not called P.L. & Regulations until 1843) repeated this requirement. The postal
act of 1810 quoted the 1799 act almost verbatim, but added ,

...And if such letter, with its contents, be not demanded by the person to whom it
is addressed, or his lawful agent, within two years after the advertisement thereof as
aforesaid, the said contents shall be applied to the use of the United States, until the
same shall be reclaimed by the proprietor thereof. The manner of such application to be
specially stated by the Postmaster General to the Secretary of the Treasury.
Instruction X (p. 83) of the 1817 P.L. & I. simply consisted of a short paragraph say

ing: "Such letters as have remained on hand , for three months or longer, are , at the end of
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every quarter , to be sent to the Gen eral Post-Office with the qu art erly ac counts. Th ese are
ca lled Dead Letters.. .."

Th e par agraph also incl ude d ins truc tions about making out the lett e r bi ll and being
credited with the postage un coll ected bu t charged on the lett ers.

Th e postal ac t approved Marc h 3, 1825 , whic h was to be the basic act gov erni ng
handling of dead lette rs unt il 1862, summe d up the previou s ac ts, and since it wa s to re
m ain on the book s for the next 36 years, it is qu oted as foll ows:

Sec. 26. And be it f urther enacted ,Tha t the postmasters shall, respectively, pub
lish, at the expiration of every three months or oftener, when the Postmaster general
shall so direc t, in one of the newspapers published at or nearest the place of his resi
dence, for three successive weeks, a list of all letters remaining in their respective of
fices, or, instead thereof, shall make out a number of such lists, and cause them to be
posted at such public places in their vicinity, as shall appear to them best adapted for
the information of the part ies co ncerned; and, at the expiration of the next three
months, shall send such of the said letters as then remain on hand, as dead letters to the
General Post-office, where the same shall be opened and inspected ; and if any valuable
papers or matters of consequence, shall be found therein , it shall be the duty of the
Postmaster General to return such letter to the writer thereof, or cause a descriptive list
thereof to be inserted in one of the newpapers published at the place most convenient to
the supposed residence of the owner, if within the United States; and such letter, and
the conten ts, shall be preserved, to be delivered to the person to whom the same shall
be addressed, upon payment of the postage, and the expense of publication. And if such
letter contain money, the Postmaster General may appropria te it to the use of the de
partment, keeping the account thereof, and the amount shall be paid by the department
to the rightful claimant as soon as he shall be found.

Figure 1. From the General Post-Office at Washington in Feb. 1824, this letter conveyed
to the Columbus, Ohio, postmaster under that official's right to receive his mail free,
contained a returned valuable letter and a printed instruction for handling it.

In stru cti on X of the 1825 P.L. & l. exactly dupl icated th at of 1817 , ci ted previou sly.
Th e 1832 P.L. & I . repeated both sec tion 26 of the laws of 1825 and the paragraph of

Instruct ion s, here g ive n as Sec . 150 . However, the Instruct ions adde d two more sections ,
Sec. 151 instruct ing how to handle more dead letter s than co uld be incl ude d in one bundle ,
and Sec. 152 requiring that any undel ivered lett ers fro m the Post O ffice Dep artm ent be re
turned direct to that dep artment afte r one mon th , ra the r th an to be se nt to the Dead Lett e r
Office after th ree months.

Th e 184 3 P.L. & R. also repeated Section 26 of the act of 1825 verba tim, as did that
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of 1847 , nor did the Instruction s and, in 1847, Regul at ions, add much to our knowledge of
what went on within the Dead Letter Office as to how dead letters actually were received ,
opened and recorded if valuable, and then either disposed of or returned to the post offices
of origin in an attempt to return them to their senders .
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Figure 2. The printed letter (with blanks filled-in) enclosed in the cover in Figure 1. The
instructions indicate that a valuable (details not given) letter was being returned and the
receipt at the bottom, signed by postal clerk Matthew Matthews, states this was done
on May 29,1824.

The docum ent s and forms and the letters them selves, however, do tell us something
about the D.L.O. in the early yea rs . In this respect, the cover and enclosure show n in Fig
ures I and 2 display one of the earlies t printed instructions to postmasters relative to dead
letters that I've seen, although undoubtedl y earlier exa mples ex ist.

Thi s cove r, sent from the Ge neral Post Office at Washington to Columbus, Ohio,
postmaster Joel Suttles in 1824, is largely a print ed form with blank s filled in for both
cover and co ntent. It contained a valuable lett er, details not stated, although the blanks
filled into the printed form, show n in Figure 2, show it had been mail ed at Somerset, Ohio,
but by a Co lumbus res ident, possibly, as the letter was sent to Co lumbus after it had been
opened by the D.L.O. and found to have valuable content.

Agai nst this, is that the 1817 P.L. & R. still was current and noted that dead letters
were to be "delive red to the person to whom the same sha ll be addresse d." However, the
form show n in Figure 2, mailed in 1824 prior to the enact ment of 1825, indicates that the
norm was to return valuable dead letters to the office from which they were sent. In any
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case, it was returned to Columbus to be delivered to the writer, one Roswell Mills, and the
letter was directed to Mrs. Rachel Mill s, according to the receipt at the bottom.

Figure 3. Franked letter of the 3rd Auditor of the Treasury, Peter Hagner, to Capt. Del
af ield of the Army Engineers, who moved too fast for the letter to overtake him. Thus, it
was returned through the Dead Letter Office.

Figure 3 shows a cover sent under the frank of Peter Hagner (Figure 4), 3rd Auditor
of th e Treasury for man y ye ars, to Capt. Delafield of th e Arm y En g ineers at Fort
Dela ware , Del ., but forwarded to Cumberland, Tenn., where it still didn 't catch him and so
was finally sent to the D.L.O. The letter was mail ed at Washin gton on Aug. 29, 1833, and
bears a faint D.L.O. hand stamp (traced in Figure 5) dated Apr. 5, (probably) 1834, when
the letter was returned to the office of the 3rd Auditor and probably again sent out to Capt.
Delafield's updated address.

Figure 4. Peter Hagner, the " Wat chdog of Figure 5. The D.L.O. marking on the cover
the Treasury." shown in Figure 3.

The 1832 P.L. & I. had required undelivered letters from the Post Offi ce Department
to be returned directly to the department rather than wait to be included with the rest of the
dead letters as much as two months later. When the cove r show n in Figure 3 was sent. this
provision didn 't apply to other departm ents, but the regu lations of 1843 we re altered to in
clud e two sections making clear tha t any offic ial letters from any department, not del iv-
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ered in one month , were immediately to be returned direct to that department. Also, if the
person addressed "was known to have removed or that the letter was misdirected," the
postmaster was to immediately notify the sender.

. IJn"~1 sa-t t'lol Patent Olllt:e,
- Official lJ .

• "'t'~' ,,, s-

@, ~' .,r I j ),,'6.. '+ < /l )
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Figure 6. A franked letter of the U.S. Patent Office (informing the addressee his patent
application was denied), but the letter not being called for at New York, was advertised
and returned through the Dead Letter Office in May 1852.

Thi s provision was repeated in the 1847 PL. & R., but the cover shown in Figure 6,
sent from the U.S. Patent Office under the free frank of Commiss ioner Thomas Eubank on
Oct. 14, 1851 , and evidently advertised unsuccessfully at New York, to where it is ad
dressed , was also returned to the sender through the D.L.O. The marking on the cover is
dated May 12, 1852, when, presumably, the letter was received , recorded (probably as a
valuable letter, which may explain why it was return ed through the D.L.O.) and returned
to the Patent Office.

Figure 7. A courthouse cover of 1844, sent collect (36¢ postage for 1'/z oz.) but, as
marked vertically on the cover to the left of the address,"refused" by the clerk of the cir
cuit court at Logansport, Indiana. Thus, the letter had to be returned through the Dead
Letter Office, after being opened, to its place of origin, Delphi, Indiana, almost exactly
three months after it was originally sent. Presumably, it was then remailed in another
enclosure! as the back is marked that the enclosed deposition was "Filed May 20,1844."
Courtesy, Bob Baldridge.

The 1847 PL. & R., as noted previously, repea ted Sec . 26 of the law of 1825, under
"Laws," nor were there any important alterations under the regulations. However, the cov-
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er show n in Fig ure 7, sent in 1844, agai n demonstrates that it was the laws and regulations
that followe d the actual pract ice of the Dead Letter Office, rather than , as might be sup
posed , vice versa . Thi s cover, weighing 11/2 ounce s per endorsement, was sent from Delphi
to Logansport, Indiana, on Jan . 27, 1844, with 36¢ postage collect.

Ev ide ntly the clerk of the circuit court at Logan sport declined to pay the co llec t
postage, as the letter is marked "Refused" vertica lly ju st to the left of the address, so that it
was sent to the D.L.O. There, of cour se, the letter was opened and ev idently sent under
separate cover to Delphi on Apr. 30, 1844. Obviously, the D.L.O. con sidere d the contents
valuab le. Just how it got back to Logansport to be finally filed (on May 20, 1844, per an
endo rsement on the back) isn't ev ident, but it may have been sent under a separate cove r to
a local atto rney or simply prepaid .

The 1852 P.L. & R., in which the regul ations were substantia lly revised and updated,
menti oned refused letters, requiring them to be sent to the D.L.O. monthl y without being
adve rtised, eve n though other letters not called for were still to be held three month s.

Obviously, the P.L & R. of those yea rs didn 't te ll local postmasters much about what
reall y went on at the D.L.O. but then there was n ' t any reason the D.L.O . processes needed
publ icit y. How ever , journali sts and even those in the Dep artment ev ide ntly found the
D.L.O. opera tions of considera ble interes t.

Pages 18-1 9 of Eli Bo wen 's The United States Postal Guide , dated 1851, give a
graphic descr iptio n of the D.L.O . operations, and those follow as an appendix to display
the processes used at the D.L.O . ju st as the country entered the era of the 1851 stamps
with a discount for prepaid letters leadin g to required use of postage stamps within five
yea rs. Bowen's account , obviously written from personal familiarity, probably portra ys a
grea t deal more activity in the D.L.O . than eve n ten years before, but it is undoubt edl y a
much sma ller opera tion than du ring the early Civil War years. In 1851 , only valuable let
ters had to be returned, but in 1861, all but circulars and lett ers with "wo rthless content" or
where writers couldn' t be identifi ed had to be retu rned to the post offi ces where they had
been mailed .

As the next section, written by Mr. Alexa nde r, will show, the D.L.O . continued to
grow in the ensuing decade.

APPENDIX I

Extrac t from Eli Bowen 's The United States Post-Office Guide, D. Appleton & Co., New
York, 1851 (Reprint Editi on 1976 by Arno Press Ltd .), Part II, "The United States General
Post-Office," pp. 18-19.

Dead-Leiter Qlfice.-This office, although a subor
dinate branch of the Inspection office, is under the
direction of the third assistant :p,ostmaster-general.
It occupies four rooms of the building, and employs
thirteen clerks in its service. Any sealed package,
for which the postmaster cannot find the proper
elaimant, after remaining in the post-office three
months, and after having' been, in the meantime,
duly advertised, is a dead letter, and must there
upon be forwarded to this office, When received
here, as they are in countless thousands, they are
emptied into a large trough, where a proper person
separates them from the. post-bills and accounts of
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postmasters accompanying them, which latter he
examines to deteet the errors, if any, of the post
master. .He also separates the letters originating
in foreign countries from those of our own coun
try,of which-a separate account is kept. This duty
performed, ·the lettets are sent to an adjoining
room, where three clerks are employed to open
them. If they contain no valuable remittances, as
money, jewelry, &c., they are cast aside without a
I!'lano.e at .their written oontents. They are thus
opened and thrown aside with extraordinary dis
patch, and such is the pressure of duty devolving
upon the opening clerks, that scarcely a moment
eeuld be spared to .note the contents of any letter
particularly, .'exce:pt , as we have stated, in cases
where they contain remittanees. If they contain
money or other valuable inclosures, they are sent
to another setof clerks, who register all the parti
eularsof their history ·in t he mail, and then take
steps to find out the sender or rightful claimant.
The direction -on the -c utside having failed to se
enre the delivery 'of the letter, ofcourse the written
eontents ·of the inside must be carefully read. If
the amount 'inclosed is less than one dollar, no
effort will he made to .ascertain the party to whom
addressed, nor ,the party sending-the money will
be appropriated to the dead-letter service, and the
fetter destroyed. But if the contents exceed one
dollar, ,then the letter will 'again be forwarded to
the post-office from which it was returned, with
instrnetions to the postmaster to IUse all diligent
means within his power to ascertain the riglitful
claimant; .and, upon information that' he is dead,
or has removed to pur.tslmknown, the letter ~tli
its contents will then be forwarded to the party
originally sending it, ~he pestraaster taking his
recei pt therefor.. But If he, 'also, -eannot .be found,
the letter is returned a second time ·to the dead-:
letter office, .the partictl~ars Ifegiste;e.d, ~d . th~
money placed t~ the credit of tJ:1e original ~~:n<;ler,
who may draw It at any future 'time by makirig the.
proper representations .ofidentity..

The systematic means used in this office to ascer
tain the proper owners of effects coming into its
possession, and respond to inquiries for letters, is
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Ch
almost incredible to one unacquainted with the
operations of the office. They have printed forms
of inquiry res pecting persons, circulars to post
masters whose omission to send up dead letters has
been detected, with reproof for the same, and d.i
rections as to the right mode of procedure; circu
lars to postmasters, Inclosing letters of value, with
general directions, form of receipts to be taken and
returned to the departmen t, &c.; circulars in res
ponse to applications for letters not received at the
dead-letter office; and many others, adapted to al
most every case that can arise.

When any letter from the post-office department,
or any other department or 8Ubordinate branch of
the Government, is not called for within one month
from the time of its receipt, or when the person
addressed is knoum to have removed, such letter
should be returned to the proper department, and
must not be retained to accompany the dead letters.
If the person addressed is known to have removed,
or if a postmaster have any other reason to believe
that the letter is misdirected, he will immediately
notify the proper department or office of the fact,
and either be governed by its direction, or return
the letters at the end of the month, as the ease
may be.
. The whole number of dead letters returned to the
department can only be vaguely estimated. During
the last quarter of the late postage law, there were
received about 6000bushels, which, supposing nine
hundred letters to the bushel, would give about
5,400,000, or at least 20,000,000 per annum! Under
the present rates of postage, this number will not
be likely to increase in proportion to the increase
of correspondence, inasmuch as dead letters are
g-enerally unpaid, while, under the existing- law, a
large drawback is made for prepayment. The num
ber of dead letters received from Cincinnati, for
example, not prepaid, is about 9000 per quarter,
while the number of prepaid is only about 1500.
From Boston the number of unpaid letters per
qnarter is about 10,000, and of prepaid about 2000.

Drafts, deeds, and other papers of value, and also
jewelry, mementoes, &c., are preserved in the
dead-letter office. These are often recovered by
ronicle 145 I February 1990 I Vol.42 . No.1 25
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their owners -with much delight. In one instance,
not a great while since, a gentleman, for want of
certain documents believed to have been lost from
the mail, fonnd himself in the power of an unscru- :
pulons person, in a matter in which property to the ~
amount of' ten thousand dollars (all the gentleman
was worth) was involved. As a possible means of
obtaining the papers, he applied to the dead-letter
office, and in about three minutes they were pro
duced! The package had been improperly ad
dressed, and this is one of the principal sources in
the origin of dead letters, as well as In toe miscar
riages and other indirections attending the trans
mission of letters in the mail. Persons sending
letters, and especially letters of value, if they would
have the proper claimant receive it in due course '
of mail, should not overlook the absolute necessity:
of correctly spelling- and legibly writing the name"
of the individual, the post-office, the county.and:
the state. All this should be done explicitly, plainly,"
and in fnll, and cannot tan to secure promptness in :
its transmission. . -

The amount ofmoney received from dead letters,
and lodged in the treasury to the credit of the par.~

ties . sending, is not generally very considerable,
During the year 1850 the whole amount did note~~;
ceed $2000. . The amount is sometimes greatlf)n.-i-o
creased by the detection of fraudulent and fictitioU;5.
parties in the large cities operating upon. .peop"I.e;~~o
distant quarters of the UnIOn, by means or.p~nted:
circulars, arid in-viting remittances. A P8.rty~o.f:~
description was arrestedabout the time.tb:~~i~Qt·
of thi~. :wo.rlt waS '~~nnected with the. gerie.· .~~ ..
office. ~.'Hlsoffice pnrnorted.to .be InNew:-~.otk..

~q)i.~:adv~rti~ed a geological an~ mine~~l appara
;;:tus,' simple In its form and cheap In cost, by which _
·aD.j( one might determine the presence of minerals
.inland, and recommended"as especially useful in
:d etecting deposi ts of gold. He also professed to
have been the original discoverer of the gold forma
tions of California, and the excitement attending
the astonishing developments of the mineral re
sources of that prolific region, attracted extraordi
nary attention to the advertisements of the impos
tor. Thousands and thousands of letters poured
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in to his address from all quarters of the Union, and
.when he was finally arrested for the swindle, and the
letters returned to the dead-letter office, something
like four thousand dollars, in remittances of three
dollars each, were deposited as the fruits of his im
posture! AU this money, of course, was returned
to the parties remitting, in the usual manner and
form prescribed by law.

The celebration of St. Valentine's day is another
prolific source of dead letters. Thousands and
thousands of the most beautiful billets-doux that the
hands of art and genius could produce, are returned
every year to the dead-letter office, and there con
signed to the common fate of things earthly. Here
you see the delicate tribute of love to beauty, and
the coarse caricature of the fool and the villain
mingled tczether ! Here is the tender effusion of a
fond Irish girl to her mother in Ireland, detailing
the bright prospects of the new world,and sending
a soul-full of love to her brothers and sisters. Here
is the anonymous threat of the assassin and the
robber-the insidious note of the libertine-the
abbreviated bill and duplicate letter of the mer
chant! Here is poetry and prose-lines to eyes
that are black, and to creditors that owe-all, all
eonsigned to one common grave, where, alas, their
authors may have preceded them, or soon must
follow!
:~ ,Inq'ui ries and. Answers.-l. Should a post-bill
containing dead letters, be entered with the ac
count of mails sent? Answer-No. As we un
derstand the question, the am~nnt of the bill, or
rather of the three monthly bills, suppof;ing let
ters are returned to the dead-letter office at the
end of each month, should be entered only in the
aceonnt current, article 10.

2. The postmaster ~t P., inquires in what way '
a postmaster gets credit for letters returned to the
department bifore the end of the quurter ; mean- ·
lng' the refused letters, and letters which cannot be
delivered, which may be returned at the end of
each month. Answer, in the same way as letters
returned at the end of the quarter-linme]v bv

'sending a dead-letter bill, and charg-ing- at the 'end
of the quarter the amount of the three monthly.,
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bills, in his quarterly return.
3. What is to be done with drop letters? No

direction is given for the final disposition of drop
letters, nor of letters which may be received into a
post-office, and cannot be mailed for defect of di
rect.ion, or any other cause. These letters are not
to be advertised. They are not, strictly speaking',
dead letters: but nevertheless, they cannot be
opened by the postmaster, and must in the end be
sent to the dead-letter office, whenever there shall
appear no other way, than opening them, and as
certaining' the writer, of restoring them or their
contents to the rizhtful owner.

4. Several postmasters have inquired in what
way, and when they must return dend letters to
the department. Answar : the 26th section of the
act Bd of March, 1815, is 'not whollv, but only in
part repealed bv the act. of the 3d of March, 1849.
Dead letters are to he treated generally as required
bv the former act and returned at the end of the
quarter. But letters refused or which cannot be
delivered-c-are according- to the latter to be return
ed at the end of the month. What is to constitute
an incapacity to be delivered, must he decided by
each postmaster for himself With the parcel for
the 1st and 2d months of the quarter send, each, a
bill to the department and retain a duplicate. With
the parcel of the third month, which will contain as
well the dead letters, strictly 80 called, of the quarter
38 the letters refused and which cannot bedelivered
for the month, also send a bill, and from the ag
gregate of this last bill and the duplicates retained
of your two former bills, take your proper credit in
the account current for the quarter.
Paper Restoration and Conservation
Professional repair and improvemen t of phila telic mat erial.

• removal ofs tai ns, soiling and lox ing »

• tea r repeir > deacidifi cation •
• missin g paper rest ored •

All work performed with the hi ghest degree of integr ity a nd respect for the un iquen ess of
the it em . Ph ila tel ic re fere nces available .

Inquir ies or items for qu otation may be directed to:
NANCY POLl

RD1 Box 1779, Sa ylors burg, PA 18353
(717) 992 -2770
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U.S. CARRIERS
ROBERT MEVERSBURG, Editor
CORRECTION
The capt ion for Figure 7 on page 237 , Chronicle 144 (Nov . 1989) should read :

" . . .handstamped on reverse with 28mm red . . ." The Figure actualIy show s the front of the
cover with a red 33mm postmark. A pictu re of the reverse is shown here.

Now for a few section edi tor 's comme nts.
The inflow to this co lumn of new information has ju st about dried up. I am con

vinced that there is a lot of it out there among the readership; and I guess it's my job as ed
itor to break it loose. But how? (and I' m aiming not only at carrier aficianados but the gen
eral class ic co lIectors as welI) . Having dabbl ed in carrier s for more years than I like to ad
mit, I have developed some suspicions in areas unsupp orted by fact, but involving some
"circumstantial evidence ." In order to ilIuminate some of these dark area s, here are a few
outrageous suggestions which I hope wilI stimulate some constructive comments :

I. None of those 250,000 Fran klin carriers were ever placed on sale in the New York
post office.

2. One cen t postage stamps prepaid city mail fees (and some collection fees) in New
York prior to 1856.

3. Cincinnati had carrier service con tin uously throughout the fee period.
4. The Boston circ ular PENNY PO ST PAID handstamp was used, amo ng other

things, to produce prepaid stamped enve lopes.
5. More of those Philadelphia ova l USPO DESPATCH handstamp strikes produced

"s tamps" than the present catalogues admit.
Please fee l free to make your own outrageous sugges tions in additional areas if it

wilI lead to constructive debate.
I would also like to ded icate one or more future col umns to ilIustrate some of the

rare and fascinating carrier item s some of you have locked in your closets. Their expos ure
to the co lIecting world, fulIy protected by anonymity if you so desire, wilI broaden knowl
edge and stimulate interes t in carrier co lIecting; so please send me rep roduceable black
and white glossies of your candida tes . I wilI be glad to make the photos myself if that
would help.
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/Yycustomersareasselective
inchoosinghow to selltheircollections

as they werein aC'1uinitgthem...

...they're comfortable in knotoing
that they made the best decision." Charles Shreve

President,Steve Ivy Philatelic Auctions,lnc.

© Copyrighl1988St." IvyPhilatelicAuctions, Inc.

S ellingyour collectionisa serious matter. Adecisionthat
has notcome easily. Andthedealer from whom you've
purchased manystampsinyourcollection mayor may not bethe
right choice tosell the collectionfor you.

Asaseriousphilatelistyou've spent hundredsofenjoyable
painstaking hoursassembling yourcollection. Researching your
hobby, viewing hundredsofstampsfor the perfect specimen...buying
only from a trusteddealer. You holdalargeamountofpersonal
equityinevery stamp...there'sanemotional story for each one.
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"At Steve Ivy
PhilatelicAuctions

we inoite your scrutinu "

Take thesamecare insellingyourcollection asyoudid in
purchasingyour collection. Putusunder yourmicroscope.
LookatourPeople - All are serious dedicatedphilatelists 

justlike you.
CompareOurCatalogs - Full-colorphotographywith

well-detailed highlyresearched descriptions.
Check Our Performance- Atradition ofsecuringthe

highestpossible value for your collection.
ReviewOur Settlements - Anunblemishedrecordof

on-time payment.

Call ustoll-free:

1-800-782-6771.

We enjoy discussinganyelement ofphilatelyoryour collectinginterests.
Call toll-free 1-800-782-6771 orusethe couponbelow. Byreturn mailwe'll
send youa 14 minuteaudio presentation Things YouShould Know About
SellingAt Auction - A Conversation with CharlesShrel'e. This fact-filled
presentation has themostup-to-the-minute informationonmaking the
right decision:
• What arethedifferencesbetweenauction companies
• Discover how to increase thecompetition foryourcollection ten-fold
• Learn howtoavoidauctioncompaniesnotorious for slow payment
• Find outhow anauctioncatalog canincrease ordecrease

your prices realized.
• Learn how stampshows andconventionscanhelp youget the highest

possiblevaluefor yourcollection.

For FasterService Call1-800-STAMPS-I (782-6771)

IIERllAGEPlAZA • I IIG IIIA~ 1l1J\RK 11UAGE • DAllAS,TI 7S2fJS2788
WJIl"S: l-8roS1ll.lt lS1 1782-67711 ' I~ 1l:xAS (214) S28-3.'ffi

Name _

Address l ~
City Slate Zip 1=
DaytimePhone( II:;;

EveningPhone( ) I
I
I
I
I

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --I

I
I D YES!Pleasesend metheFREEcassenetape,Things You I

ShouldKnowAboutSellingStampsAtAuction,
I 0 IhavestampsIwant tosell,Pleasecontactmewith I

~ I consignmentinformation. I
::; DPleasesendme yourfreebooklet, WhatThe PhilatelistShould I
I:;; KnowAboutEstatePlanning.

o I would likeaone-yearsubscriptiontoallyourauctioncatalogs. I
EnclosedisS20 fortheyear, oraninvoicefor apurchaseofS250 or I
morefromanotherstampcompany. I

I

"We wo uld like
to " earfrom you

eoen if you're
not considering
selling today."

Theconsignment deadlineforthe
nextSteve Ivyauctioniscomingup shortly.

Ca/l us for complete details.

HERrIAGEPlN.A • Highland ParkVillage ' Dallas.1X 75205-2788
~ lliUS: l-BOO-SlAMPS-1 (782-6771) • INTEXAS (214)528-3500 6P~

SelretedasOfficialAuctioneerforAmetipex '86.
theOfficialAuctioneer for Imetpe»1987-1988. and fortheAPSSales1984-1990.

~VE IVY PHILATELICAUCTION5
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
REINVENTING THE WHEEL
SUSAN M. MCDONALD

Last fall, beginnin g in late Septemb er, a story appeared concerning the certification
by the Philatelic Foundation of a 1O¢ 1847 cover postmarked New York July 2 (1847) as
the earlies t kno wn use of the 1847 issue. The announcement did not come from the Foun
dation itself but broke first in Indianapolis, where the attorney for the estate of one of the
owners must have informed one of the newspapers. The story was picked up by a wire ser
vice and printed in many papers.

Th e next wave of hyperbole began appearin g in the philateli c press in October.
Stamp s for October 14, 1989, publi shed a partial illustration of the cover on p. 3 with a
short article entitled" 'Earliest ' 1O¢ Cover Discovered ." In it the PF is quoted as follow s:
"The discovery of this historic rarity is the stuff philatelic lore is made of and rival s the
greatest finds in the history of stamp collectin g." Remarks attributed to Foundation Chair
man Dr. Roberto Rosende stated, "It may well be the closest philat elists will get to an ac
tual first day cover."

A week later Stamp s devoted its entire front page to "Foundation Certifies Earliest
1847 Cover" by Michael Ze lenak, the PF' s recentl y appo inted director of education. The
same discussion , "An 1847 First Day Cover?" by Zelenak, with some additional remarks
omitted by Stamp s occupi es two and one-half pages in the Philatelic Foundation Bulletin
for July-Dec. 1989. More on this later.

A slightly abridged version of the account was publi shed in Mekee l's for October 20
1989, on an inside page. Mekeel's also reported an interv iew with the attorney previously
ment ioned, in which he sugges ted the cove r might be sold through a philatelic auction, or
perhap s through the probate court by auction.

Although the date 1972 was noted in the Zelenak piece, failure to acknowledge earli
er writings about this cover might lead the casual reader to conclude that this is a rece ntly
discovered cover previously unknown to the publi c, and that its significance was not real
ized until it was examined by the PF. Not so. As Richard B. Graham pointed out in a dis
tinctly restrained analysis in his November 6, 1989, column in Linn 's , the cover became
known early in 1972.

The first publi shed reference to the cover was - with appropriate irony - an article
in Stamps for March 14, 1972, by the late J. David Baker, "Where Has this 1847 Cover
Been for 1241/2 Years? An Amazing Find in Indianapolis." Baker described how the cover
was found , in an old law book, and reviewed comments on the date of issue by Ashbrook,
Ward, and others. Baker was a resident of Indianapolis and knew Harry Mark, the discov
erer of the cover. Mark , whom Dave described to me as "an accumulator," being aware of
Baker 's interest and expertise in U.S. classics, consulted him soon after findin g the cover.
Baker in turn notified Creighton C. Hart , who prep ared an article for the Ma y 1972
Chronicle (#74), titled "A 2nd Day 1847 Cover." Intrigued by the questions raised, I re
searched information on the date of issue in "A Day to Remember : Jul y I , 1847," pub
lished in the same issue.

At the time, Mr. Mark attempted to present the cover as a first day use, advancing
some ingenious but con volut ed arguments. Bec ause an effort is app arentl y now being
made to revive that claim, I am here summariz ing Creighton 's and my conclusions, which
I believe are still valid.

Hart 's analysis was that the sender probably purchased the stamps on July I at the
32 Chronicle 145 I February 1990 I Vol.42, No. 1
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Cover postmarked NEW-YORK 2 JUl 10cts (18471, addressed to Indianapolis, a distance
of over 300 miles. Just over 1 oz ., thus incurring a 30(: rate: 20(: paid by stamps, 10(: due
marked in blue ink.

New York City post office. The stamps plate 6 1-62L so presumab ly 60 or more had al
ready bee n so ld. Th e lett er itse lf was mailed late on Jul y I, after post office hours, or
drop ped into the mail slot on Jul y 2. Ei the r circums tance explains why it was not prese nt
ed to the clerk to be we ighed. It was slight ly ove r the one ounce for which the stamps paid,
and was rated an addi tiona l 10¢ due in blue ink .

In my investigation of the issue date, I established the fo llowi ng:
The 3rd Assistant Postm aster Ge neral, John Marron, acte d as Stamp Age nt in ac

cepting the stamps fro m the printers, Rawd on , Wright , Hatch & Edson of New York City.
Marron arrived in New York on June 29 in response to a lett er dated June 26 from the
printe rs to the Postmaster Ge ne ral, Cave Johnson , not ifying him that the stam ps were
ready. Marron picked up the firs t order, $50,000 worth of stamps (600,000 5¢, 200,000
IO¢), from Rawdon , Wright, Hatch & Edson on June 29 or 30.

Ma rro n deli vered the stamp supplies in person to the post offices at New York ,
Boston , and Phil adelphia, and returned to Wash ington with the ba lance on Ju ly 9. Th ere
afte r shipments, in mu ch sma lle r qu ant ities, were by mail .

Marron must have del ivered the New York City supply of 60,000 5¢ and 20,000 10¢
on Ju ly I - almos t certainly very early on that day - in ord er to make the journey to
Boston in time to deliver stamps there on July 2, per the offic ial record.

Robert Morri s, the New York City postmaster, who was responsible for the New
York Postm aster Provisionals, was a keen supporter of adhes ive stamp use and fami liar
wi th necessary pro cedures for its implem entation. He knew the stamps we re ready for de
livery and would sure ly have made them ava ilable to the public within hours of their re
ce ipt at the post office .

It foll ows that 1847 stamps we re on sa le at the New York City post office on Jul y I,
1847 , and therefore the Jul y 2 cover, spectacular and important though it is, does not rep
resen t a firs t day of use.

To return to some statements in the Philatelic Foundation Bulletin: Much is made of
the use of a New York postmark wit h " IOcts" at the base as indicating postage due. In a
cursory inspect ion of my records of covers in July 1847, where illustrations are readi ly
ava ilable, I find the " lOcts" postmark (also the co mparable "Se ts" on S¢ covers) in use on
covers fully paid by stamp unt il mid Jul y or later. Th e postage due on the Jul y 2 cover is
es tablished instead by the ms. "10." These "Sets" and " lOcts" pos tmarks were in com mon
use on covers fran ked by New York Postm aster Provisionals.
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The Philatelic Foundation found that the cover and enclosures weighed exactly one
ounce on a modem sca le and quoted Bill Crowe as noting "Our modem computerized
scales are much more accurate than anything they had back then. To the postal clerk of
150 years ago this cover... probably would have appeared to have weighed just over an
ounce and was charged for three half ounces. . ." I would like to suggest that in the course
of 142 years, including up to 46 in those "dusty law books" Joel Hyatt is so fond of men
tioning, enough moisture may have evaporated to reduce the weight.

In the next paragraph , the question asked is why the cove r was underpaid IO¢, if the
sender bought the stamps and gave it to the clerk, who should have weighed it at the same
time. Peter Robertson 's explanations is that New York had only one post office and "A t
that one post office, the people who took your mail and cancelled it were not the same
ones who sold the stamps. This would have been done at different locations." A plausible
suggestion, but has it been established as a fact? Not that I'm aware of.

The followi ng paragraph begins " Is this a first-d ay cover?" An unpaid stampless
cove r postmarked NEW YORK/ lOcts/i /JUL (1847), which was submitted as collateral, is
illustrated with the following commentary :

Although this mig ht imp ly that the new 1847 stamps were not yet on sale on July
I , it is the op inion of the Expert Comm ittee that it does not provide conclusive proof
that the or iginal cove r (Fig ure A) is a first day cover of the 1847 issue. There are nu
merous possibilit ies, the most likely incl uding: a) the Post Office did not have the
stamps on sale on July I , in which case the July 2 usage would be a first day cover; b)
only a limited number were put on sale on July I, which were sold out; c) the Post Of
fice had the new stamps on sale on Jul y I, but only so ld them or used them on mail
when they were specifically requested by the person posti ng the letter. If custome rs did
not reques t them , they continued to use the current procedu re, which meant that some
mail could still go out on stamples s covers. Unless new evidence is unearthed , we will
not know for sure if the stamps were on sale in New York on July I.

In my opinion, hypoth eses a and b are ill -conceived . As already de mo nstra ted,
stamps were avai lable on Jul y I. Had the post office sold out of 60,000 5¢ and 20,000 IO¢
stamps, we surely would have some genuine first day cove rs surviving. As for proposition
c, we know the preponderan ce of mail - not merely "some mail " - continued to be
stampless throu ghout the four years the 1847 issue was current, and indeed much later un
til use of stamps became compulsory in 1856. The estimate of one stamped cover to one
hundred stampless is commonly given for the 1847 period. The time-honored practice of
sending mail unpaid remained in favor with the publi c. The argument that the absence of a
stamp on the July I, 1847, stampless cover means that no stamps were available at the post
office on that date is completely ludicrou s.

When this Jul y 2 cover surface d in 1972 , its genuineness was not questioned, nor
should it be now, but estimates of its monetary value have varied grea tly. Dick Graham re
calls that the owners priced it at $ 100,000 in 1972; my reco llection is a $50,000 figure. It

will be interesting to follow the further adventures of this cove r, as the attorney for one of
the estates involved flogs its value to giddy heights. The latest update is in the January 5,
1990, Mekeel's, commenting on the attorney 's press release about contacting various auc
tion houses (of the five names mentioned, three are misspelled), and giving his estimate as
"at least" $ 1 million. Stay tuned .
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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, once received a call from a woman who told me she had a small boxful of New
Jersey covers used In the 1860's and 70's and a cover to China with three 10
cent stamps and one 3 cent stamp. By now I'm pretty blase about" boxfulls of
old covers" but the China cover Intrigued me, especially since she told me the
stamps were imperforate, I went to see the covers the next day. When I got
there' wasn't surprised to find the New Jersey covers to be the garden variety.
But the China cover... it was from the famous "Blodgett" correspondence. I
couldn't Imagine how this woman acquired a cover from such a famous
correspondence since she obviously wasn't a collector. I asked her about that.
She told me that her late husband's mothers malden name was Blodgett and
that she had kept this cover for sentimental reasons but that there had been
dozens of these covers which her husband had sold In the early 1960's to a
New York dealer. Now anyone who collects classic Trans-Atlantic rate covers
remembers the great sale of these "Blodgett" covers In the early 1960's. Many
of them bore 10 cent Type l's and IV's and there were many combinations of
types. It was a fabulous group. One recently sold In the Grunln Collection and
fetched a five figure price. When' examined this remaining cover I found that
all the 10 cent stamps were Type t's, I told her that they were better stamps
than any in her "old box" and made an appropriate offer. I came away happy.
While' wasn't the beneficiary of the original find of the 1860's, I did hold In my
hand this lonely echo of that bonanza. What happened to her "box of old
covers"? Honestly, I don't remember.

Annual Auction Subscription $15

.L ROBERTG.
"'"(~KAUFMANN

P.O. Box 1895
540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township
N.J. 07470

(201) 831-1772

Postal History
Auctions

Private Treaty, References Please

Our Experience Will Make a Difference for You
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
DEAD LETTER OFFICE
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

The first Report of the Postma ster General during this period (1851 ) explained the
current state of the Dead Letter Office:

In consequence of the want of clerical force in the dead-letter office, my efficient
Third Assis tant had been compelled, for several years, to allow an acc umulation, in the
dead-letter office, of letters containing promi ssory notes, drafts, and other papers of
value. This class of letters had been accumulating from 1837, and was rapidly increas
ing. Upon examination into the general charac ter of their enclosures , I dee med it my
duty to cause extraordinary efforts to be made to send these letters and their enclos ures
to the part ies entitled thereto. For this purpose several clerks, whose dut ies might dur 
ing the recess of Congress be temp orarily thrown upon others in the same divisions,
were detached from their respective desks and employed in this serv ice. In order to ac
complish the object in view, seve ral persons not in the service of the department were
permitted to labor in the office, with the understandin g that they would be paid when
Congress should specially appropriate for that purpose a sum sufficient for their com
pensation . This course was the more necessary, as, during the last summer, some 2,400
pound s of dead letters, which had been suffered to acc umulate in California since the
extension of our mail service to San Francisco , in the hope that Congress would autho
rize them to be opened and exa mined there, were returned to the dep artment. Th e
amount equitably due to the persons thus allowed to labor in the department is estimat
ed at $505.42. As the increase d labor thrown upon the department by the new postage
act of the 3d of March last, rendered it impossible to register and send out the letters re
ferred to without some such arrangement, and as by it the letters acc umulated dur ing
the previous years , and most of those received dur ing the present year, have been prop
erly disposed of, it is believed Congress will not hesitate to make the necessary appro
priation .. .

Th e Postmaster Gen eral sho uld also be empo we red to author ize the spec ia l
age nts in Ca lifornia and Oregon, respecti vely, ...in the presence and with the aid of
such postmaster as the department shall designate, to open the dead letters accumulated
from time to time within their dis tricts, to destroy those found to be of no value, and to
return to the department those containing valuables, under such regulations and instruc
tions as may be deemed proper.
The problem of the very substantial additional burden placed on the office by the ex

tension of the mail service to the West Coast was a recurring theme throu ghout the decade.
Much of it arose because of the extremely slow pace of the Departm ent in exte nding mail
routes to the go ld minin g region s, resulting in floods of dead letters addressed to the min
ers.

The Third Assistant Postmaster General was in charge of the Dead Letter Office. Ac
cording to the PL&R dead lette rs were those that had been adverti sed and had remained in
the post office for three months or longer, refused letters, those held up for the payment of
postage after prepayment was required in 1855, and those where prepayment had been
fraudulentl y attempted by previously used stamps or cut-out stamped envelopes.

The Act of 1852 (substant ially restating the Act of 1825) provided : "...and at the ex
piration of the next three months, shall send such of said letters as then rem ain on hand , as
dead letters, to the General Post Office, where the same shall be opened and inspected;
and if any valuable papers, or matters of consequence, shall be found therein , it shall be
the duty of the Postmaster General to return such letter to the writer thereof, or cau se a de
scriptive list thereof to be inserted in one of the newspapers publi shed at the place most
convenient to the supposed residence of the owner, if within the United States; and such
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D.l.O. markings in use during the 1851-61 period .

letter, and the contents, shall be prese rved, to be deli vered to the person to whom the same
shall be addressed, upon payment of the postage, and the expense of publi cati on . And if
the letter contain money, the Postmaster General may appropriate it to the use of the De
partment, keepin g an account thereof, and the amount shall be paid by the Department to
the rightful claimant as soon as he shall be found." It should be noted that this appears to
require a double publication in the case of a valuable letter where the address of the writer
is not readily ascertainable: once at to point of nond elivery and once at the point of orig in.
The reaso n we never see a double adver tis ing fee charged to a recipi ent where a valu able
letter was eve ntually delivered is explained in the document noted in the next paragraph.
Although this act does not specifically author ize it, worthless and "junk" mail was de 
stroyed . Note also that we can now have in our possession only those covers that were
eventually del ivered to the addressee or returned to the sender.

In the 7 Marc h 1988 issue of Linn's , Everett Erie published a very intere sting and
rare letter from the Dead Letter Office which sets out the method of returnin g a dead letter
to its point of origi n in an attempt to locate the sender:

The enclosed DEAD LEITER, which appears to have been orig inally mailed at
your office and forwarded agreeably to its address, has not been rece ived by the person
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for whom it was intend ed.
Having been examined here. as the law directs, and found to be of value, it is

se nt to you to be deli vered to the wri ter or person addresse d upon pay ment of the
postage. with which you will charge yourself in your Acco unt of Mails Received. You
will date and carefully fill up the annexed receipt, and having caused it to be signed by
the person author ized to receive the letter. you will forthwith return it to the Third As
sistant Postmaster General.

[I' the writer or person addressed cannot be found in thirty days , you will return
this letter. with the dead letter which it enclose s. accompanied with any inform at ion
you may have obtained touching the present location of the writer or of the person ad
dresse d.

If either of them live within the delivery of another office. you are not permitt ed
to forward the dead letter to that office. but must return it here with the residence of the
party noted .

The use or exchange of the money or other article of value enclosed in a dead let
ter is prohibited; nor is the separation of any part of the dead letter permitt ed under any
circumstances. The dead letter and enclosure must be kept together just as received.
and if not delivered. must be returned to the Department in its original. entire condition.

You are particularly requested to carefully read the dead letter enclosed. in order
to facilitate its proper deliv ery; and in case you return it to this office, you will explain
why it is returned.

The Department will not pay any expense for adve rtising dead letters sent to
Postmasters for delivery.
The question of undeliverable newspapers wa s addressed in the PL&R of 1857. If a

newspap er co uld not be delivered. the publisher wa s noti fied; if the publisher continued to
se nd the paper three months aft er suc h notification, the po stmaster was authori zed to se ll it
for the po stage due. Similarl y, any printed material that could not be deli vered and re 
mained in the post o ff ice for more than one quarter could be so ld by the postmaster for
cred it on hi s qu art erly ac counts.

A n Act of 27 July 185 4 fin all y addressed the problem of dead lett ers on the West
Coast:

Sec . 3. And he it f urther enacted, That the Postmaster General be and he is here
by authorized to cause the dead letters which may accumulate in the post offices in said
State and Territories [Ca lifornia, Oregon and Washington ] after the Thirti eth day of
June, in the year Eighteen Hundred Fifty Four. to be returned in periods not less than
quart er-yearly to the post office at San Francisco. to be there opened and examined un
der the direction of the postmaster at that office, who shall, acco rding to such regula
tions as the Postmaster General may prescribe. return to the Post Office Department
such of said letters as shall be found to contain money. valuable papers, or matters of
consequence, to be disposed of accordin g to law, and destroy such letters as shall be
found to contain nothing of value: Provided. however, That no dead letter shall be
opened which the postal arran gement s of the United States with foreign countries re
quire to be returned unopened to such countries respectively.
Ev en though the Act required the San Francisco postmaster to de stroy letters con

taining matt er of no value . hi s instructions from the POD appa re ntly requ ired advertis ing,
just as was done at the Washington office . If the addressee appe ared and paid the postage.
it was deli vered to him, even thou gh it was of no va lue . Tracing C is an exam ple of the
handstamp used at the San Franci sco Dead Lett er O ffice in fo rw ard ing suc h mail.

A n exception to the ge ne ra l regulati ons was made in the case of dead le tte rs se nt by
federal offices in Washingt on. In those cases. the postmaster at the po int of dest inati on
was required to return the letter direct to the se nde r wi thi n one month of its receipt at that
office.

On e peculiar regulation (Sec. 195 . revoked in 1855 ) stated: "... but if the w riter of a
letter not conta in ing an encl os ure of value desire to have hi s letter preserved. it w ill be
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o 0' Pursunnt to ,tho provislons of tho Ae~ of Congres8 approved July 2'1~h, 1854~~,~h:erfu\lii"'ID~.'
rcgulatione ore prescribed for tho governmen~ of I' ostmnstcrs in th o Slnto of Colifoi~ill'; nnu ID ton

Ter ritorics of Oregon I\n,1 Wnshin gt on, in returning' Dcnd Letters frOID their resl'ee~i~o officea: "

1. AlIloller~ becoming "Del\,I" in tho I'ost Offices of Cnli fornin, Orego n, nnd Wnshington, ;
oro 10 bo returned 10 tho I' ostmnstcr of San Frnncisco, Col. :

2. Dcml Letters ore such no hove been ndve r tiscd nnd have rcrnnincrl in hnnd three months; ,; .
including letters refused or hold for poslng e ; letl ersj<Jl' foreign counl r ics which cannot be forlVnrded, '
withon~ prnpnyrncut of postnge ; lett ers not mldr csscd , or so bad ly dir ected tho~ the ir destinatione
e'inf,o~ be nscer tainer}; I\n,1 letters mldresscd 10 pln ccs which nrc not 1'0s~ Offic~s .

3. Refused letters ; dropped lcucrs ; lellersfrom foreign countrica, j nclud ing the Drilish 1'08- , '
" e.sion~ in North Americo; leltersfol' fureign count ries which cannot bo forwardorl; and letters not ,
,lirecle,I, or ,ul,lress c,1 lo places unknown, wiil be returned to San Frnncisco aemi-quortcrly-c-thnt
i,< 10 sny , o~ tl'e lIIi,I,lIo ond end of cnch I'ost Ollice qunrtcr. , '

AIl othcr Dcnd Lett ers nrc to he rcturncd Io Son Fmncisco nllhe end of cnch 1'05~ Ofllcc qunr ler,
Hclus ed und ,Iropl'eel lett ers 0"0 nottu he mlvortie cd. ,

4. Upon relurning Dcud Lcttc ra to Sun Francisco al the 10;'1<110 or end ~f a qunrter , every
Pustumslcr IIIUSt for wnrd with l.heru lo San Frnncisoo rlllplicnie Deru! Lellrr bill«; one of which i.
10 be kel'~ b)' the I'ostrnnster of 81\n Fronciseo, nnd tho other to be Iorwnrded 10 th e Th ird ASli.lonl
l'"otlll",lcr Gcnernl , nt \V,,,hinglon , A thi rd bill, or COP} ' of the dupl icntes , should nl wnys bo kept
loy the Posuunsr cr returning tho Deed Letters .

f" 'rho Dend Letter hill con he mmlo nl' 0n on ordiunry I'0s~ bill; nnd should nl wnys be so
made up M to show the numb er of !llIpaid lctt cre "f eneh rntc ; tho number of cnch rntc pnid by '
.Inm}'" anti envelope.'; th e number of each rnt o pnid ill m?lIty ; tho number of drop lcttcrs ; tho
number of unpo id foreign letters of each rat e ; the nu mber of paid foreign letters of onch rato ;
nnd each description of letters here mnntinn ed should be c:uefnlly tied up in their separuto roles,
noel the whole then pu~ up secur ely in one bundle, with tho dnpli cnto bill. ins ide. , '

n, If the Dcnd Lcttors nt nny otr.ec 10" RO numerous OR to mnko i~ necessary to put them in
.e"eral bundles, the bundles must be numbered consecutively, beginning with lI1~mber I, nnd the
.luplicnto hills must be put in the Insl nu mber, which should be plninl}' marked "lJill."

7. No nll ownnco will be nnulo for Dcml Lett ers returned unless the y 1\1'0 nccouipanied by tho
duplicnte bil ls required by rcgnlnlion No, 'I.

S. When refused letters nud Ictters held for posloge; drop lellers, letlers from foreign eountrie.,
including the Drilish posselsion" or Cnnn,la , New Brullswiel:, 111111 1\0"0 Seol il\, or I\ny ouch leller.
~. ArC menlioned ill scctioll No. :1 , I\re relnrried InSlln Fran cisco semi' q ul\r terly , care sloould be tolkell
I" nolo ou Il,e DI'IIII Lelll ' r hills re,"ll'«'d I\t Ihe en,1 of lI,e 'Iullrler, the n"")1ln~ of lhe bills pre
"iousl)' rendered, so ns 10 ,;i"e n complete ])e'III Leller hill, fi'r the 'In/ll'ler , eorreH!,on,linl; in oruuunl
with lloe cred it clllimed for J)end J,ellers in the 'l"'\rterl)' Accoun t Current .

9. A~ th e cnl! of e"ery qnnrter, which is on the laR~ IIII}' of ,Murc" , June, SeJl/ember, Rud
Deeollber, each Poslllloster .Iwuld retmn his !.leo,1 J,ell erH, \\' i th ou ~ deln}' , lo Sl\n Frunciseo,

10, l~"ery J)cn,1 r,eUer, hefol'e il. relnrn In Rail Fmlleisco, 11111S~ I,e Rtlllllped or poslml\r!:ed'on
Iho Se\.I'!d Ride wilh tho ... mo of 'l ho office on,1 the dnle of ils return, '

11. When 1\ leIter is teruoo,I, the \l'orc\ "r"fnsed " .hotl"ln~ ollee Le wrillen or stnmped upon
it; nnd if lhe Sl'l\! or 0 lell" r 1>_" 1>rolccn try ned,l"nl , or hr bein::: del ivered 10 tl ' e wrong person, thu
("et nnd circnm slnneeA shoulclLe nole,1 tI)'OIl il.

' 12. 'W hen nnl' IMler (' (Jill tlli" J)epor'llllenl, or from nny o~her ))epl\rtmeul or public onieo a~

Ihe seol of the Genem! dn\'dt'nillen~, is nu~ enlbl fur within thirly dny. f'oll1 Ihe tillle of it. receip~,

or whell the pcrson addteHdllls Irnolfn lo he dend or lo hn\'e movetl I\"'or, .lI ch letler ml1S~ no~ be
"en~ tu :'>on Frnneiseo, Lut fcturrll'll tlntlel' coyer direct to the ))el'0rllllen~ or public office in which
it urigiMtetl.

'I;;, roslll\osler~ ill ColHiltuln, Oregon 111111 \Vo~llillglonl will cOlltinuo 10 8en,I ~heir ')u5rterly
rcLufll. "f poslo:;e to lh e Third Asslslno~ 1'0slmnsler Gelll'rnl, 1'0"t omce ))epl\rllllenl, M herelo,'
rnrc, '111,1 emhrllct' ill lh eir Q.:nrlerly Aecouuts Currelll the nlllOulll of Dentl LeUer8 relurnetl 'l~
~1I11 F ;kl : (;ij;c~.

A, V. BROWN,
ro,l>",ul~r r.entral,

Post Office Notice concerning handling of dead letters on the West Coast.
Chronic le 145 / Febru ary 1990 / Vol. 42, No , I 39



done if he prepay the lette r and mark the words " to be preserved, " in large characters, on
the sea led side . Upon the return of his letter he will be requ ired to pay the postage from
Washington." Has anyo ne eve r see n a cover with this notat ion?

On 2 June 1859 Postm aster Ge nera l Holt sent a circular to all postmasters seeking
their advice as to how to cut down on the number of dead letters being sent to Washington .
In it he states: "The number of dea d lett ers is about 2,2 50 ,000 a year; of which about
20,000, conta ining money or other valuables, are preserved, and, for the most part , re
turn ed to the wri ters. In cases where the writers are not found the letters are retained , sub
ject to a restorati on whenever satisfac tory proof of ownership is received. All dead letters
whic h do not co nta in va luable enclos ures are destroyed quarterl y, and they are so numer
ous that it is great importance to consider what measures, if any, can-be adopted to dimin
ish the number or restore a larger proportion to the writers ... "

One result of this effort appears to have been the ado ption of the plan for free re
turned letter s which was discussed at Chronicle 143:177 and 144:250. That plan was em
bod ied in the Act of 6 April 1860:

Be it enacted...Th at When any person shall endorse on any letter his or her name
and place of resid ence, as writer thereof, the same after remainin g uncall ed for at the
office to which it is directed for 30 days, or the time the writer may direct , shall be re
turn ed by mail to sai d wr iter: and no such letter shall be adve rtised, nor shall they be
treated as dead lett ers, until so return ed to the post office of the writer and there remain
uncalled for, one quarter.
Both Phil adelphia and 51. Louis used speci alized townm ark s to identify dead letters

sent from their offices to the Dead Letter Office. They are show n in Tracings A and B, and
are norm ally struck on the sea led side of a co ver. Durin g this period the POD at Washin g
ton used four different mark ings to identify dead letters, bein g Tracings D throu gh G.

Fig ure 1. An un paid letter from Liverpool, 25 May 1861, addressed to Richmond, Va., af
t er Virg in ia ha d seceded.

Unde live rable lett ers arr iving from foreign co untrie s under the term s of a treaty or
co nve ntion we re norm all y not destroyed , eve n though they co ntained noth ing of value,
since the treaties usually provided for the return of undel iverable letter s, with appropriate
credi t to the co untry of destinat ion . The PMG Report of 1854 states that $15,587 .73 was
rece ived from Great Brit ain during the previous yea r for dead letters returned to that co un
try, while we paid $2,086.02 to Great Britain on dead letters returned to Washin gton .

Figures 1 and 2 illustra te the front and back of a letter from Liverp ool to Richmond .
It bears the last Dead Letter Office markin g used in the decade, Tracing G. At first glance
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Figure 2. Reverse of Figure 1, showing Liverpool postmark of the P.L.O. (Packet Letter Of
fice), D.L.O. marking dated July 29, 1861, and a blue Baltimore postmark JUL 30. The
handling is uncertain, but this price current probably reached the addressee in the end.

it may appear that this letter was handled under treaty term s. There is, however, no ev i
dence in the form of a backstamp that it was returned to England , and it is more likely that
the letter was detained because it was addressed to a sece ded state. It probably eve ntually
reached its destination. Some letters in the early days of the Civil War show such anoma
lies; their exact handling remain s unclear.

' b?~.
,~

-=-...",,-- ~ ;...
Figure 3. Valuable letter from Clarksville, Ten., 1860, with D.L.O. control, markings.

Figure 3 gives a good insight into the internal workings of the Dead Letter Office.
When this valuable letter could not be delivered eve n after forward ing from Shelbyv ille to
Jackson, Tennessee, it was sent to the D.L.O. in Washin gton . There, it received that of
fice's hand stamp M (the first initial of the addressee's last name) and a file number, as well
as a notation that the letter conta ined $10. When finall y sent to the addressee or the writer,
it was stamped with the DLO marking shown in Tracing F (six months after having been
mailed from Clarksville).

A new category of dead letters was created with the beginning of the Civil War. On
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Figure 4. This letter became "dead" because of the suspension of mails between the
North and the South at the beginning of the Civil War.

27 May 1861 PMG Blair suspended mail deli veri es to the seceded states and di rec ted that
lett ers addresse d to tho se sta tes be returned to their writers as dead lett ers. An example is
shown in Figure 4 . Ori ginating in New York , it was add ressed to South Carolina . Se nt to
the D.L.O. where the name and address of the sender were ascertained and noted on the
co ve r. It wa s then mark ed DUE 3 cts, stamped with the Office's double oval hand stamp,
and returned to the sende r.

Figure 5. Manuscript Confederate Dead Letter Office marking occasioned by the suspen
sion of mails at the start of the Civil War.

Fin all y, it sho uld be not ed that thin gs occasionally are not what they see m. Figure 5
is a cove r from South Carolina to New York, ju st the opposite of the cover in Figure 4.
The manu script across the top of the cover is not a notation from the U.S. Dead Letter Of
fice, but rather from the Confederate Dead Letter Office , since mail s from the South to the
North had also been sus pended.
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ONE IN A THOUSAND
EUGENE C. REED

About 1983 this writer acquired 49 plated I¢
stamps from the left pane of Plate 5. The know
ledge that this pane contains both Type V and
Type Va design s fascinated me . Through trades
and purchases, this partial reconstruction grew to
76. My endeavors required a positioning of all the
I¢ Type V (and Type Va) stamps that could be
found. Some of the Type V items found places
el sewhere in the collection. While occupied in
these efforts, I chanced upon the pair illustrated:
the bottom stamp being position 65L7, which had
not been officially identified at that time . The item
had to be confirmed. After confirmation, its posi
tion and its plating marks had to be published in
the Chronicle (see #125 , February 1985). A call
was made to the Philatelic Foundation. Mortimer
Neinken asked me to bring the pair in on the fol
lowing Wednesday so that he might inspect it.

On that occasion Mr. Neinken had all his
Type V platings on hand (Plate s 5, 7, 8, 9, & 10).
Within a few moments he opened his pages of
Plate 7 and picked out one stamp on the reverse of
which he had pencilled 65L7. My item agreed in
every particular (every plating mark)! Thusly, my
pair merely confirmed his plating of his single
stamp.

While it would seem that Mr. Neinken had
eliminated all but one of a thousand possibilities,
this was not exactly the case. Or was it? At an ear
ly glance what he had done was to eliminate all
the "c" relief positions: all but one of 200 positions. The "c" reliefs are found in the 3rd
and 6th horizontal rows from the above mentioned five plates. The "f" relief of the upper
stamp of the pair quickly placed my stamp in the 6th row.

Stanley Ashbrook had identified the six reliefs of the Type V 1¢ stamps, but had not
proceeded with the plate reconstructions when his two volume work, The United States
One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857 was published in 1938.

Ashbrook, Morri s Fortgang, and Mortimer Neinken continued this work. After the
death s of Ashbrook and Fortgang, Neinken carried on alone. This culminated in his great
work, The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851 to 1861, published in 1972.

Other students have since contributed approximately three amplifications to the plat
ing diagrams of this group of 1¢ plates . Only three positions - all from plate 5 - remain
uncertain. Two of these appeared in Neinkeri's collection even though they were uncon
firmed (positions 71Land 84R5).

The writer dedicates this article to the memory of Mortimer Neinken, premier plater,
who passed from us five years ago last November.
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
THE U.S. DEAD LETTER OFFICE IN THE 1861 ERA
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The P.L.&R.. as it dea lt with dead letters entering the Autumn of 1861 when use of
the new 1861 issue of stamps started, had many provisions of varying ages in effec t. The
P.L.&R . of 1859 was still valid; it wasn' t to be wholly replaced unti l 1866, after the Civi l
War ended, but there were two major postal enac tments by Congress which were covered
by pamphlets issued by the Post Office Department to all postmasters. These were issued
May I, 1861 , cove ring the Ac t of Congress of Feb. 27, 1861, and a 16 page bulletin cover
ing the Act approved Mar. 3, 1863, before it becam e effective on July I, 1863. There were
also num erous other one- to- four-page bulletin s issued revising the laws or regulat ion s.
Most of these were also covered in USM & POA (U .S. Mail & Post Office Assistant) as we
ca ll that monthly semi-official four page publi cation sent to postmasters by subscription,
1860 -75.

The basic laws on dead letters were in Chapter IV of the 1859 P.L.&R .. which was
based upon the Act of 1825 , Secti on 26, plus subsequent enactments. The regulations were
in Chapter XIV, which also parroted most of the sections of previous years.

The laws and regulation s gove rning the handlin g of dead letters necessarily had to be
used with the similar laws and regulations covering the adve rtising of letters. This is be
ca use all letters advertised and not called for were sent to the Dead Letter Office after a
per iod of three months, altho ugh certain classes of letters were not to be advertised, and
were sent monthly, such as " refused" letters, as per the Regulations. However, the Act of
Feb. 27, 1861 , changed the holding period for adver tised but not called for dead letters
from three to two months, and it also made a rather radical change for postmasters in that
the dead letters were to be sent separate ly rather than with the quarterly reports as had
been the case since the early days.

First class (then the sma llest) post offices were to make returns eve ry six weeks; 2nd
class, monthly; 3rd class, twice a month , and the 4th class or largest post offices were to
send their dead letters wee kly.

The only effect that thi s had on eva luating our covers is that dates betwee n mailin g
and backstamps were somew hat dimini shed. Backstamps were to be appli ed the date each
letter was returned to the Departm ent , as per the Regulations since 1852.

Figure I shows the front of a cover returned and obviously reclaimed by the owner
through the Dead Letter Office. Both the rate and mode of handling were carryovers from
the previou s years , although, as we shall see, just about everything else within the Dead
Letter Office procedures had been chan ged by the time this cove r was mailed in 1863.

The cove r was mail ed from Chelsea , Vt. , on June 8, 1863, addressed to one H.R.
Th ompson at Carson City, Nevada Territory, but , although advertised, wasn 't claimed as
per the straight line hand stamp in black on the front. It was held at Carson City until , as
per the backstamp, it was sent to the D.L.O. on Oct. I, 1863. The cove r was thus mailed in
the last month of the "over the Rockies" rate of 1O¢, which was superseded on Jul y I,
1863, with the 3¢ domestic rate applicable throu ghout the country.

The cov er, probably rece ived in mid or late June, was held for three months to be
picked up at Carson City, but was sent to the D.L.O. with the return of Oct. I. The cover
was ope ned at the D.L.O. and found to contain, as is pencilled on both front and back,
$5 .00, and thus was cons idered a valuable letter. I presume it was then sen t to the post of
fice of origin , Chelsea, Vt., held there a while, and either the sender was found and the let
ter restored to him, or the cover was again sent back to the Dead Letter Office to be re
sto red later when someo ne wro te and inquired about it. If we assume the large "T" and file
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number, 366- 15, were placed on the cove r when it firs t reached the D.L.O ., then it passed
through the D.L.O . only once.

This, I believe, is probably the case , but I have left this matter open because I con
sider the Dec. 18 date in the large double circle Dead Letter Office stamp to show consid
erable delay between the date of its probable arrival from Ca rson City and the application
of the mark ing. However, as we ' ll see later, the Dead Lett er Office was really loaded
down at this time with returned letters and could have been running a few month s behind.

The one thing that is obvious is that the letter was returned to someone, as it still sur
vives.
,.--------------------~-.....

Figure 1. This cover, containing 55.00, was sent from Chelsea, Vt., to Carson City, Nevada
Territory, in June, 1863, the last month of the 10¢ over-the-Rockies rate. After being ad
vertised and unclaimed, it was sent by the Carson City post office, per its backstamp, on
Oct. 1, 1863, to the Dead Letter Office. The D.L.O. marked the cover with a red " T" and a
file number, and sent it to Chelsea to be restored to the original writer.

As noted earlier, the internal operatio ns of the D.L.O., other than what was relaye d
to the postmasters, Congress, and in the P.L. &R., and which had to have been a constantly
changing framework, are not on record. The best evidence we have ava ilable in any given
per iod is the record of the covers available within the structure of the P.L. & R. and the
few copies we have of directives sent to postmasters.

Figure 2 shows tracings of the markings on the cove r in Figure 1, front and back. All
but the large red "T" are in black. The killer grid belongs with the Chelsea c.d.s., but

Figure 2. The post
marks on the cover
shown in Figure 1.
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wasn 't dupl exed , and the "Adv." and "U NCLAIMED" goes with the Carson City c.d.s .
The 'T" and the file number, 366- 15 go with the D.L.O. handstamp, the "T" obvio usly
standing for the first initia l of the addressee's name, "Thompson."

In the classic period, most postal legislation was enacted upon the recommendation s
of the Post Office Department , presumabl y appearing before the Post Office Comm ittees
of the Con gress. Sometimes, we are quite certain, even the exact wordings of the acts
stemmed from the Post Offi ce Department official s ' sugges tions. Th is situation, of course,
also gave the Post Office Department bigwigs a very good idea of what enactments were
to be passed , long before they were even introduced, and also what the effect would be on
the operations of the Department.

Thus, when Congress passed an enactment of January 2 1, 1862, "to promote the effi
ciency of the Dead Letter Office," by requiring that all dead letters be return ed to their
writers, "except for circulars and other worthless matter," the Post Office Department must
have been aware of the increased work load that would be required . The current work load
was already rather heavy, because the mailing of many unpaid and improperly directed let
ters by troops in the early days of the Civil War resulted in a large number of dead letters.
A similar situation occurred when letters to them then were not forwardable becau se they
had mov ed or couldn' t be located . It should be recollected that at that time , per the order
of form er Postmaster General Joseph Holt on Oct. 8, 1860, all unpaid letter s found in the
mail were to be sent to the Dead Letter Office.

IMPORTA.:-lT Norrcs.c-Special attention is call
ed to the following official notice of an import
ant change respecting the treatment of letters
heretofore held for postage. Careless corres
pondents will, no doubt, hold a [ol liflcatisn
meeting in view of this timely evidence of con
sideration on the part of the Department:

POST OrrICE DEPAllTlIIENT, rlov. 26, 1861.
In view of the increased number of letters held

for postage and returned to tbe dead letter office, it
is ordered that the order of the Department dated
8th October, 1860, be rescinded, and the prior prac
tice be restored. Postmasters will therefore notify
the person addressed that such letter is held for post
age, and that upon his writing therefor, prepaying
the postage of his letter and enclosing a stamp to
be placed on the letter held for postage, the same
will be forwarded to his address, By order of the
Postmaster-General.

JUHN A. KASSON, First Assistant P. M. G.

Figure 3 . From the U.S.
Mail & Post Office Assis
tant, December 1861.

Figure 3 shows a notice dated Nov. 26, 1861, that appeared in the December 1861
U.S. M. &P.O .A .. rescinding Holt 's orde r and restoring the old sys tem of notifying ad
dressees of unpaid letters found in the mail to send postage for such letters. The letters
would then be forward ed to them without them being sent through the D.L.O.

The notice bears the name of First Assistant Postmaster General John A. Kasson of
Iowa, but also notes, in the best milit ary manner , that the notice is "by order of the Post
master Gen eral." Th e restoration of the old method, with its "held for postage" hand
stamps and backstamps, while undoubtedly taking some of the burden off the Dead Letter
Office, also added to that of the postmasters and of the free mail s being sent. It should be
recognized that if postage wasn 't forthcoming from an addre ssee, however, such letters,
held for postage markings and all, were still sent on to the D.L.O .

Figure 4 shows one of the notices, with 3rd Ass't PMG A.N. Zevely 's name, that
was sent out with valuable letter s under the Act and accompanying regulat ions of January
2 1, 1862. The January 1862 issue of USM & POA contained the esse nce of the Act in the
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An act topromote the efficiency of the Dead I ..ot te r

Office, approved 21st January, 1862, proYidcs- -

1'hat the Postmaster General be authorized to return all dead

letters, except those containing circulars and other worthless matter.

to their writers, wbenever their names call be ascertain ed. A ll

valtlahle letter» to he ckarged treble, and all others dollhle, tlie

twdilUlT!J rate of p08tage, to he collected from the soriter»,

Under this law treble postage is to be collected on

uable letter returned herewith.

A. N. ZEVELY,
T Aird Aw tmtt P08tMadff G OIl"r al;

Figure 4. Slip enclosed with a valuable letter returned to a postmaster from the D,L.O.,
advising of the details of the law of Jan. 21, 1862, and requiring that "treble" postage be
collected on the returned valuable letter.

Postmaster General 's report of December 1861 , with reference to valuable letters. He sug
gested that the treble rate be comprised of "o ne rate for return tran sportation to the dead
letter office, one rate for registration there, and one rate for return tran sportation to the
writers or owners." He went on to say that " unregistered letters thus returned might be
charged with double postage."

Congress responded promp tly, and in the very next issue of USM & POA , the new
law was announced, author izing the Postmaster General to return all but circulars and oth
er worthless matter, and providing that valuable letters be charged trebl e postage for their
return and ordinary letters, double postage. The new act also author ized the Postm aster
General to employ "twenty five additional clerks at salaries not exceeding an average of
$800 per year and no one to receive over $ 1200 per year."

It was at this time, I believe, that the espec ially imprinted enve lopes that were later
called "return letter enve lopes" were introduced, although a form of them with an imprint
ed back flag had been used some years previously.

Figure 5 shows one of the early versions of the enve lopes used to return ord inary let 
ters dur ing this period. Figure 6 shows the backstamp on this cover, ind icating that the
Dead Letter Office had a reason to note that the postage was not paid. Wheth er this refers
to the postage on the original letter enclose d which had to be co llec ted in addition to the
6¢ fee indicated by the envelope, or wheth er there was some other reason , I don 't kno w,
but in any event, since the cover still exis ts, it wasn ' t returned to the D.L.O. and destroyed.

The printed return envelopes for returning ordinary letters were rated with 6¢ due
postage to be co llected, and those for valuable letters were rated at 9¢ . Both applied to sin
gle weight letters, nor did they include postage for letters rated at 10¢ which were sent
across the Rocky Mount ains. The return enve lope in which it is assumed the cover show n
in Figure I was sent isn' t with the cover, but it would be interestin g to learn whether it was
rated at 9¢ or with an added amount to cover the transmi ssion of the letter from Carson
City, Nev., to the D.L.O . As the law simply said, " treble postage," the amount, however,
was probably either 9¢ or 30¢.
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Figure 5. A printed return letter type envelope sent under the Act of Jan. 21, 1862, autho
rizing "ordinary" lother than valuable) letters be returned to senders by the Dead Letter
Office.

Figure 6. Backstamp on the cover shown in Figure
5.

fritt,

DUE 3 CEII"l"I.. - -

t tl r
SOLDI ER" LKTTKR

eturneb

Noted previously was the increased numb er of letters sent to the D.L.O. in connec
tion with the Civil War. Whil e the addition, by Congress , to the musterin g Act of 1861 of
the sec tion enabling sold iers to send their letters collect was see n to sanction the mailing
of such lett er s without penalty when duly certified, this didn 't entirely relieve that part of
the problem . Several art icles have appeared in this section about soldiers ' and naval letter s
to which readers are referred for detail s of this kind of mail (see Chronicles 116 and 117;
Nov. 1982 and Feb. 1983, and 133 and 135, Feb. and Aug. 1987). Large numbers of im
properl y ce rtified soldiers' letters and the like still continued to be sent to the D.L.O. as
the Civ il War progressed. The eve ntual solution to the probl em was to simply permit un
paid letter s, regardless of source, to be mailed collect at doubl e postage due, exce pt that
properly certified so ldiers' or naval letters continued to be charged single rates due.

Figure 7. "Soldier's Letter"
version of the returned letter
envelope imprint, with "Due 3
cents," apparently used to
forward improperly certified
collect soldier's letters of the
Civil War which had been sent
to the D.L.O.

Figure 7 shows a porti on of a Dead Letter Office return enve lope which I hadn 't seen
when the art icle in Chronicle 117 appeare d. That article quoted at length from the V .S.M.
& P O.A. for November 1862 co ncerning a decision made by 3rd Ass' t PMG Zeve ly, un
der whom the D.L.O. was administered, to send on soldiers' letters regardless. The large
ova l handstamped "soldiers ' letter" markin g was discussed in that respect, and I imagine
that the return enve lope style shown in Figure 7, reading "Soldier 's Letter/Due 3 cent s"
also stemmed from this time and course of eve nts.
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( :No. i ". )

¥last C0ffiu ~epartmcllt,

DEAD LETTER Of'F/ C L".

The inclo sed DEAD LETTER OR PACKAGE, whi ch appe ars no t
to have been received by the person for whom it wa s intended , having'
been examined here, as the law dlrects , and found to be of value, is
sent to you to be delivered to the writer or person addressed up on l'!I:r '
ment of the postage, with which, WHEN PAID, you will charge yourse lf
in your" Account of Mails Recei ved" and" in No. 2a of the account
current; but when postage is NOT COLLECTED, and the letters or
packages are sent back to the Department, NO ENTRY should be made ,
for it is nowhere charged against yonr office."

B, an act of CongTCSS aypT01!cd MaTcl, 3, 1863, Ie all flaluablc dead
leuer« se7l1 from this office fOT deli'IJery to the oumer« tkereof, are to be
charged DOUBLE the ordinary Tate of postage."

If the proper owner cannot be found in THIRTY DAYS, you will then
RETURN the inclosed letter or package with this circular, to the TIIIIlD
AsSISTANTPOSTMASTER GENER.\L, "DEADLETTER On'lcE," noting
on the back of the circular any information you may have in referenc e
to the present location of the writer or persoll addresssd,

W Letters of th is class are not required to be registered, when
returned.

W You are particularly requested to carefully examine the inclosed,
in order to facilitate its proper delivery, A PROFOUND SECRECY BEINO
REQUIRED ASTO ITS CONTENTS.

The Department will pay NO expense for advertising dead letters or
packages sent to Postmasters for delivery.

Very respectfully,

A. N. ·ZEVE LY,
T4ird .d"i.ta.t Po.'ma,teT General.

6 'tV' Rth,"' Leiter Po,tage cents,

Figure 8. A form enclosed with valuable letters sent back to postmasters after the Act of
1863 became effective, July 1st.

The Act effec tive Jul y I, 1863, not only permitted sending letters collect with do uble
postage due, but it also reduced the rates charged for return letters to 6¢ for valuab le let
ters and just normal postage , 3¢ for other returned lette rs. Figure 8 shows a form, labeled
"7b," givin g instructions for the handli ng of a returned valuab le letter, sent after the law of
1863 was in effect. I have seen another form, labeled "Te" and dated November 1863
which is worded the same but has additional wording (and muc h finer print) regarding dat
ing and returning a receipt and also forb idding forwarding of returned valuable letters to
other offices, even if the postmaster knows the owner has moved there . Rather, they were
to "return it with the residence of the party noted on it."
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Both forms, that illustrated in Figure 8 and its similar (ea rlier?) counterpart, state
that the Department won' t pay for advertising these returned letters. It was part of the reg
ulations with the law of 1863 that "return letters were never to be adve rtised ," and the reg
ulations of that issuance completely revised and restated all the procedures with which the
postmasters were conce rned in the handl ing of dead letters.

Figure 9. Cover mailed from Monson, Ms . (faint c.d.s.) on Oct. 3, 1864, to a sergeant with
the 36th Mass. Volunteers before Petersburg, Va. The sergeant had been killed in late
Sept. 1864, so the letter had to be sent to the D.L.O. to be opened and returned to the
sender, if identifiable.

Figure 9 shows a cover with a rather faint Monson, Mass., postmark dated Oct. 3,
1863, addressed to a Sgt. Merrick of the 36th Mass. volunteers, via Washington. Thi s regi
ment was then near Petersburg, Va., and when the letter was sent to the reg iment, it was
endorsed, " L.L. Merrick was killed Sept. 30th, 1861," and "Forwarded" by a captain of the
36th Mass. Volunteers. Either he or someone else also wro te "Dead letter office".

At the D.L.O., the letter was opened and then placed in a return letter envelope with
3¢ due, addressed to the sender. The front and back of this cover are show n in Figures 10
and II. The legend printed on the front instructs the postmaster how the letter is to be han
dled and those on the back actually have nothin g to do with dead letters, being propaganda
intend ed to induce people to address mail properly for city carrier service, then being in
troduced , and instruct co rres pondents about delivery of letters to street addresses.

The Postal Act of 1863, charging double postage for valuable returned letters and
regular postage for others, presumably all single rates regardless of the actual charac ter of
the letter, continued until 1866 when return of letters was made free. During the 1861 peri
od, there were a large number of postmarks and some variants on the printed legends of
the return enve lopes .

Collectors have also been intrigued with the symbols and letters imprinted and hand
stamped upon some of the return envelopes during this period , and many vers ions of their
meanin g have been offe red. Mos t of this, it appears, is conjecture, based upon later nota
tions in the P.L.&R . or other offe rings of the Post Office Department. For the moment ,
however, it appears that about all we can be sure of is that the letters such as the "M" in
the lower left comer of the cove r shown in Figure 5 - and many other such enve lopes
with other letters ex ist - were for purposes of expediting handling in the event the letter
was agai n returned to the Dead Letter Office. Speculat ion on my part that these were the
initials of senders ' last names have proven unfound ed, and some have spec ulated they are
initials of clerks handl ing the letters in the D.L.O . The symbols, such as stars, triangles,
etc., that began to appear later in the 1861 period but really flouri shed in later years, prob-
50 Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol. 42 , No. I



Figure 10. The return letter envelope in which the cover in Figure 9 was enclosed. ad
dressed to its sender. L.M. Packard of Monson. Mass.

Figure 11. Back of the return envelope shown in Figure 10. The legend deals with in
structing correspondents to address letters properly so that they might be delivered to
street addresses by carrier service.

ably also were for that purpose although some wish to assign more exotic meanin gs as to
classes of letters to them. It 's my opinion that while certain classes of lette rs may be asso 
cia ted with the preponderance of cove rs beari ng each such mark ing, this is because the
clerk or section that handled the letters at the D.L.O. normall y handled suc h ma il - bu t
also may have handl ed other classes, too.

A great many different types of D.L.O. mar kings also ex ist, many wi th dates and
some with the word "sent" as part of the legend. At th is time, I' ve made no effort to record
and date these, but hope that someone else has made it a project. If so , I 'd like to see such
a reco rd appear in the Chronicle . and, in fact , can make some co ntributio ns to it in the
form of trac ings and photos .

If there is interest, the latter part of the l 860s with regard to Dead Letter Office ac
tivities will be reviewed in a subseq uent issue of the Chronicle, but this will need some pul
ing together, as my interest has, until a few years ago, been mostly confined to the Civil War
years and the succeeding year when correspondence betwee n north and south was resumed. So,
help will be welcome.
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M. SEARING. Editor
From the editor:
This is the fina l installment of the series on the low va lued Co lumbian stamps by au

thor George Arfke n. At thi s time, I wish to express my appreciation and thanks for all the
work and effort that George put into this series. Thank you, George.

For the remaining do lla r val ues, your edi tor will attemp t to co ntin ue the series with
so me se lected posta l uses and a prelim inary cen sus of the surviving postal uses beari ng the
high va lue stamps . If anyone has a particu lar cov er that they feel should be shown in this
series, plea se send a photo and the particul ars to the editor as soon as possib le.
THE FIFTY CENT COLUMBIAN STAMP
GEORGE B. ARFKEN

The December 5, 1892 , Post Offi ce Circular that announce d the Columbian stamps
described the 50¢ Columbia n as '''Recall of Co lumbus,' after the pa inting by A.G . Heaton ,
now in the Ca pito l at Washington . Co lor, ca rbon blue." Th e painter was Aug ustus G.
Heaton (1833- 1920) and the picture hangs in the Senate wing of the Capitol.' The scene
shows Co lumb us astri de a mule that had been purchased with funds sent by Queen Isabel
la . Co lumbus had been leaving Spain, on his way to France (for the second time) when he
was reca lled to the court . The carbon blue color is now generally called slate blue.

With this 50¢ Col umbian, Postmaster General John Wanamaker broke new ground
and set a precedent. Th is wa s the first U.S . 50¢ postage stamp. Starti ng with the 1894 Bu
reau issue, the 50¢ de nomination became a standard part of U.S. defi nitive series .

In his classic study, Essays f or u.s. Adhesiv e Postage Stamps. the late Clare nce
Brazer lists a sing le nearl y co mplete engraving of the ado pted design in the issued co lor.
How ever, later in the Thi rd Add enda at the back of the book , he lists a second essay of the
incomplete die engraving on india paper mounted on a ca rd and in the iss ued co lor of slate
blue.

Figure 1. Plate proof of fi
nal design. (Courtesy
Richard Searing.)

Figure I sho ws a plate proof of the fina l design. Th e vignette was eng raved by
Charles Skinner. The fram e and the letterin g were engraved by Douglas S. Ronald son .'

1. John F. O ' Brie n, " Basis of the Design of the U.S. Columbia n Exposition Issue of 1893,"
The Amer ican Philatelist. vol. 98 . pp. 895-900 (September 1984).

2. Crai g J. Turn er, "The Early United States Bank ote Compani es." 38th Amer ican Philat el
ic Congress. pp. I I-47, 1972.
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Figure 2. Plate imprint
block. (Courtesy Richard
Searing.)

Readers of this ser ies of articles have seen Ronald son 's name frequently. He engraved
both the frame and the lettering on ten of the Columbians ( I¢, 2¢, 5¢, 8¢, 10¢, 15¢, 50¢,
$2, $3 , and $5) and engraved the frame only on five other Co lumbians (3¢, 4¢, 6¢, 30¢ ,
and $ 1).

The 1894 Report of the Postmaster General stated that 243,750 50¢ Columbians had
been issued. This was a relatively small number, about one 50¢ Columbian for every 6,000
2¢ Columbians . (The numbers issued for the dollar value Columbians are eve n smaller.)
One plate of 100 subjec ts was used to print the 50¢ Columbians- plate S77. J As varie ties,
Brookman listed color shades and double and triple transfers} Figure 2 pictures a plate im
print block of the 50¢ Columbian.

The new 50¢ stamps did not pay any particular rate but saw limited use in help ing to
pay high total postal charges. Most of the use of this stamp was on overseas mail where
the UPU rate (per oz.) was five times higher than the domestic rate; 5¢ per 1/2 oz. or IO¢
per oz. compared to 2¢ per oz.

Figure 3. A 50c Columbian paid the 5c UPU rate to Germany. From Chicago, July 17,
1893 .

The cover of Figure 3 went to Germany but actua lly the per ounce postal rate was ir-
- - -

3. F.L. Ellis, "Columbian Plate Numbers," The Bureau Specialist . vol. 35, pp. 232-234 (June
1964).

4. Lester G. Brookman, The United States Postage Stamp s of the 19th Century, vol. III, pp .
76-77,1967.
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relevant. The cover is a mourning cover from Chicago, July 17, 1893. The postage could
probably have bee n paid with a single 5¢ Co lumbian. The 50¢ Columbian is a massive
overpay ment. Clearly the cover is philatelic rather than normal, commercial use. It is just
possible that the 50¢ Co lumbian was affixed in order to provide someone in Germany with
a copy of a postall y used Co lumbian. Som e collec tors at that time actually preferred a
lightl y cance led stamp to a pristine mint copy.

Figure 4. Registered to England. At the 5¢ per 1/2 oz. rate, 85¢ paid for up to 81/2 oz.

The "cover" of Figure 4 is a portion of a heavy. cloth-reinforced enve lope or pack
age wrapping. From Philadelphia to England, no date is show n. The franking included
both the 50¢ and the 30¢ Co lumbians as well as the 8¢, 3¢, and 2¢ values. If we interpret
the franking as paying the registered, first class rate, this covered 8'/2 oz. of mail matter.

Figure 5 shows a very large. heavy enve lope, posted in New York, addressed to Ger
many and frank ed with a 50¢ Co lumbian and a 30¢ Columbian. The 1894 date stamp
shows a partial "LEMEN." The entire word, Suppl ementary, is written out above the 30¢
stamp. Thi s was supplementary mail , a spec ial service offered by the Post Office to the

;Ijr~i & REys'rEln\

No. 34{) Broadway,
I

~rYo~

.;'

Figure 5. From New York, January 20,1894, to Germany by supplementary mail. The
50¢ and 30¢ Columbians paid for 4 oz. at 10¢ per 1/2 oz.
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New York merchants.' Regular mail to go on a given ship was closed seve ral hours before
the sailing time in order to give the postal employees time to process the mail. Under the
supplementary mail service letters were accepted at the dockside right up to the minute of
the ship's departure. This gave the New York merchants some additi onal hours to respond
to overseas correspondence that might have arrived on the same ship. Of course the spe
cial service came at a special price: IO¢ per oz., double the regular UPU rate. The 80¢
postage here paid for 4 oz., easily contained in the large (about 5W'x9") envelope.

This is the final article on the low value Columbians in this series. I want to ex press
my appreciation to Period Editor Richard Searing for his advice and for providing all of
the plate proof figures and all of the plate imprint block figures.

5. Henry Sto llnitz , " N.Y. Supplementary Mai l Mark ings," 42n d American Philat eli c
Congress, pp. 97-117, 1976.
mLOU!SVtUI: CPHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Author ita tive philatelic literature on: US, CSA, GB, Maritime, Forgeries, GB and the Empire

We stock many major publishers, over 100 in all:

Robson Lowe, Collectors Clubs of Chicago and New York, Philatelic Found ation, Brita nnia
Stamp Bureau, House of Alcoc k, Quarterman. American Philatelic Soc iety, U.S. Philate lic
Classics Socie ty, Various University Presses and Private Publishers.
Royal PS of London , The Depot , La Posta, State PH Societies. etc.

Purchaser of major philatelic libraries. Current Stock Catalog $3.00

PH BLANK PAG ES, MYLAR AND PAG E BO XES

The state of the art for both archival preservatio n and appearance. our pages are 100% cotto n rag in addition
to being neutral pH and buffered. Blank and Quadrille. Custom steel engraved page heads and paneling avai l
able. All made in USA.

Page Sa mpler $3.00, Page Sa mpler and Literature Ca ta log $5.00

LEONARD H. HARTMANN P.O. Box 36006, Louisville Ky 40233, (502) 451-0317
As Mekeel's begins its Pre
Centennial Celebration, our
subscribers are discussing the
issues of the day . How would
you answer these questions?

• In Mekeel's" Time Capsule" Editions: What wouldyou say to readers
of Mekeel's Bicentennial /ssue--in the year 2,091 ?

• In Mekeel's" If I Ruled the Catalog" series: What listings (that's
listings, not prices) would you change, add, or delete in Scott (or other)
catalogs?

• In Mekeel's" Issues of the '90's" features: What would you do to
stimulate the growth of stamp collecting in the next decade and the next
century?

* * * * *
Don't miss out on one of the biggest bargain s in philately and some of the

finest reading anywhere. Send a check or money order for $12 ($20 foreign)
and we'll sign you up for a 52-week subscription to Mekeel' s,

"The Best Little Stamp Newspaper in America."

SEND TO: Mekeel's, Box 5050·CC, White Plains, NY 10602
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Bakers' United States Classics
The colum ns of Hugh and David Baker from

Stomps (1962-69), reset in a plea sing typeface
in 8 1/ 2 x 11 format matching Simpson 's USPM

• Over 350 pages, hardbou nd
• Over 350 illustration s, incl uding 200 co ver photos , many from

the Bakers' own co llectio ns
• Introd uct ion a nd index
• M arg inal no tes updating references and co rrecting deta ils

$32.50 postpaid
Checks to USPCS

O RDERFROM

Richard B . Graham, Chairman Publications Com.
P.O. Box 14338, Columbus, Ohio 43214
Available for Immediate Delivery

NORTH ATLANTIC
MAIL SAILINGS

1840-75
by Walter Hubbard

and Richard F. Winter

D et a il ed in for m a t ion on con
tract mai l sa ilings in 31 chap
ters . Li stings and illust r ation s
of New York exchange office
marki n g s. Five ap pe n d ices .
Hardbound; 430 pages; over 250
illustrations in text.

$39.50 postpaid ; please add $2 to foreign address.
Orders to USPCS, 2030 Glenmont Dr. N.W., Canton, Ohio 44708.
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Stamp collecting
shouldn't be
risky business.
You may have chosen the hobby of philately for the relaxation it affords, or simplyfor pure
aestheticpleasure. Whatever the reason, there shouldn't be any riskinvolved. And at Apfelbaum
there isn't.

When you make a purchase fromApfelbaum, weguarantee you' llbe
happy with it. If for any reason you'renot, just return it and we'llgive
you a full refund.

Apfelbaum is one of the oldest and largest stamp firms in the
world. We've been in the business through four generations since
1930. And overthe years we'veserved thousands of satisfied
customers. We'd like you to be one of them.

For an informative booklet on buying stamps, just fillout
the coupon and mail it in. We'llsend you "TheStamp
Buyers Guide" absolutelyfree . Or, we'llbe happy to
answerany questions you might have by phone. Just call
800/523-4648. In Canada call800/331-4425.

"'!.W
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - "

_ Please send meyour PublicAuction Catalog:
_ Pleasesend meyour MailBid SaleCatalog.
_ Pleasesend me "The Stamp Buyer'sGuide."
Name ,

Address _

City State Zip _

Phone Number _

Icollect:---~;;IIiiii..~--
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J . STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor
PHILADELPHIA OCTAGONAL RATE MARKINGS
RICHARD F. WINTER

In 1850, Philadelphia 's popu lation was 409 ,352 , less than two percent of the coun
try 's 23 million.' Located between the Delaware and Schu ylkill Rivers and 120 mile s on
navi gab le waterways from the Atlantic Ocean, Phi ladelphia was an important seaport.
While less than three percent of the total shipping which cleared U.S. port s sailed from
Philadelphia, only the East Coast ports of New York, Boston , and Port smouth had more
activity.' A substantial commerce and the related business correspondence were a direct
product of this activi ty. The Philadelphia Post Office produced a wide variety of interest
ing markings which are we ll recogn ized and popu lar with collectors. Thi s article will dis
cuss and illustrate one ser ies of these markings, the octagonal rate markings, whic h were
used on mails to and from fore ign countries. Some variations of these markings are not
we ll known and are seldom seen on covers.

Figure 1. Red " PHILA 5 PAID" marking believed to be
the experimental predecessor of the Philadelphia oc 
tagonal rate markings.

A scarce handstamp, recently discovered, appears to be the predecessor of the octag
onal rate markings.' A tracing of this marking is shown in Figure 1. Figure 2 illustrates its

Figure 2. Philadelphia to Cassel , Hesse, 5 Jan 50, by Cambria from Boston 9 Jan; 5 cent
B.O.M. rate paid, 18 'I. sgr. due (1/4 Br. debit to Prussia) .

I. John, Hayward, Gazetteer of the United States (New York: Leavitt and Allen, 1853). pp.
516-523, 723.

2. Ibid ., pp. 836-837 .
3. This marking was first reported in the monograph, An lllustrated Catalog of Philadelphia

Railroad and Maritime Marking s 1792-1882 compiled by John L. Kay and Robert J. Stets, published
by The Associated Stamp Club s of Southea stern Pennsylvania & Delaware , Inc., at SEPAD in 1984.
Since that time, two additional examples have been reported .
58 Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol. 42, No. I



use on a folded letter to Casse l, Hessen Electorate, Germ an States. Posted in Philadelphia
on 5 January 1850, this folded letter was prepaid 5 cents for the Briti sh Open Mail rate by
British packet. Note that the PHILA 5 PAID octagonal handstamp in red lacked the "Cts.,"
the distinctive feature of the regular handstamp which would appear later. The letter was
sent to Boston for the 9 January 1850 sailing of the Cun ard steamer Cambria which ar
rived in Liverpool on 22 January. A backstamp shows arriv al at London on the same date.
London sent the letter in the closed mails to Aachen, Prussia, under the Anglo-Prussian
Treaty of 1849. At Aachen the mail bags were opened, the letter marked on the reverse
with a black boxed handstamp reading AMERICA per ENGLAND, and then was sent to
Cassel. London debited Prussia 1 shilling 4 pence (8d sea postage, 6d British transit , and
2d Belgium transit fees) . Aachen showed a debit to the Thurn & Taxis postal system of 17
silbergroschen, which included a 4d Prussian transit fee , or a total of 20d which rounded
to 17 silbergroschen. At Cassel the letter was marked for a final postage due of 18'/4 sil
bergroschen. The three recorded uses of this octagonal hand stamp , all in red, span the very
short period of 17 December 1849 to 7 January 1850. Since the regular handstamps were
introduced in February 1850, it is theorized that this markin g 's use was "provis ional." Its
replacement would be used for the next seven years.

Figure 3. Regular "PHILA 5 Cts. PAID" oc
tagonal marking used on B.O.M. rate let
ters to Europe.

Figure 4. "PHILA 24 Cts. PAID" octagonal
marking in red used on letters to or from
G.B. to show total postage paid under
U.S. -G.B. Treaty of 1848.

Figures 3 and 4 illustrate the two most common of the octagonal rate markings. No
tice that both of these octagonal rate markings show "Cts." after the denomination. These
markings were introduced in early 1850 to be used on mails conveyed under the U.S.
British Treaty of 1848. The 5 cent handstamp was used on letters sent in the British Open
Mail s by British packet to destinations beyond Great Britain where only 5 cents had to be

Figure 5. Philadelphia 26 Jun 50 to Crailsheim, Wurttemberg, by Cambria from N.Y. 3 Jul
50. Five cents paid, 63 kreuzer (1 florin 3 kr) postage due.
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paid and the rem ainder of the transit fees would be co llec ted at destinat ion . The 24 cent
han dstam p was used to show prepayment of the 24 cent rate by the same Treaty for mails
to Great Br itain.

The "5 Ct s. PAID" octagona l rate stamp is illustrated in Figure 5 on an enve lope to
Crailsheim, Wiirttemberg, in Jun e 1850. A partial strike of PHI LADA Pa . Ju n 26 in blue
shows the date the letter was forwarded from Philadelphia. Th e letter departed New York
on the Cunard steame r Cambria on 3 Ju ly and arrive d at Liverpool on 16 Jul y. Lond on ar
rival on 17 Jul y is shown with a backstamp and Paris arrival on 18 Jul y with the ANGL 2
CALAIS 2 entry marking. London struck the red COLONIES &c ART .J3 boxed hand stamp
to show France was bein g debit ed under letter bill accounting article 13 at the rate of 3
shi lling 4 pence per 30 grams. Manu script ratin g by Wiirttemberg in red ink of 5 7/6 shows
the amo unt du e to Fran ce and the local Wiirttemberg cha rges in kreu zer tot al ing 63
kreu zer or I florin 3 kreu zer, restated at the top of the lett er in red cray on as Jf3.

r

Figure 6. "PHILA 24 Cts. PAID" red octagonal rate marking on letter to London, 18 Feb 50
by Europa from N.Y. 20 Feb. Credit 19 cents to G.B.

Figure 6 illu strates the other regular octagonal rate hand stamp, the " 24 Cts. PAID "
version used on paid mails to Great Britain . Thi s very ea rly use is on a letter dated 18
Fe brua ry 1850 from Phil adelphia to London. A single intern ational rate of 24 cents had
been paid as confirmed by the octagonal rate hand stamp in red. The New York Exc hange
Offi ce credited 19 cents to Great Britain and sent the letter in the mail s carried by the Cu
nard steame r Eur opa on 20 February from New York, arriving at Liverpool on 4 March
1850. The lett er reached Lond on later the same day, shown with the red Lond on PAID
date stamp. Mo st of the uses of this octagonal rate marking are on outgoing letters show
ing full prep ayment. A few examples have been recorded on incoming letter s to Phil adel
phia where the ma rkin g is used as a restatem ent of the rate already paid in Great Britain.
The 1848 Treaty with Great Britain requ ired the rece iving Exchange Post Office to mark
incoming paid lett er s " .. . with its own office stamp, in all case s, and with the 'paid ' stamp
in red ink ....". New York ofte n neglected to do so and a few examples have been seen
where Ph iladelphia used this octago nal rate hand stamp for this purp ose.

It is interesting to note that Philadelphia never made an oc tago nal rate stamp to show
2 1 cents was paid , the proper rate by British Open Ma il and American packet. As with a
few other examples of rates for which there was no rate stamp, the "5 Cts. PAID " and "24
Cts. PAID" octagon al handstamps were altered by ma nuscript re-ra ting to show othe r
rates. All of these re- rated markings are difficult to find with a few being quit e sca rce .

4. Report of the Postmaster General, 1849, Wierenga Reprint, p. 841.
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With two exceptions, all re-ratings were of the "5 Cts. PAID " octagonal handstamp . A
sampling of re-rated octagonal hand stamps will be illustrated foll owed by a table of
recorded uses.

Figure 7. Philadelphia to Wurttemberg, 23 Sep 51, by sailing ship from N.Y. to Havre.
"PHllA 5 Cts . PAID" re-rated to 10 cents B.O.M. rate. One florin 37 kr due.

Figure 7 shows an envelope from Philadelphia on 23 Septem ber 1851 rated for a 2 x
5 cent British Open Mail rate to Wurtternberg. A red "5 Cts . PAID " octagonal handstamp
has been re-rated in black pen to 10 cents. Apparently, the letter was intended for the 24
September 185 1 sailing from New York of the Cunard steamer Niagara but missed that
sailing and was placed by the New York Postmaster on the next sailing ship for Havre.
Since the prepayment was only the U.S. inland portion of the British Treaty rate, there was
no loss to the Post Office Department by sending this letter on a sailing ship to France. On
27 September 1851, the Hurlbut Line sailing ship Rhine departed New York two days late
on a regular trip to Havre. The red OUTRE-MER LE HAVRE entry marking shows the let
ter arrived at Havre on 25 October 1851 and a small postman 's delivery datestamp on the
reverse shows destinati on arrival on 28 October 1851. The letter was marked in Wiirttem
berg for a postage due of 1 florin 37 kreuzer with 1 flo rin 25 kreuzer due to France and 12
kreuzer to Wtirttemberg. The letter was sent to the small town of Gerlingen which had no
post office . In these instances, letters were addressed to the "Oberarnt" or mayor of the
nearest town with a post office, in this case, Leonberg.

Figure 8. "PHILA 5 Cts. PAID" re-rated to 20 cents on letter to Paris by Ocean line Her
mann, 1 Nov 51. One cent underpayment accepted at N.Y., 8 decimes due.
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A 20 cen t re-rating is illustrated in Figure 8 on an enve lope to Paris which was for
warded fro m Ph iladel ph ia on 3 1 October 1851 . Again, the re-rating is on the "5 Cts.
PAID " octagonal handstam p. The letter was endorsed "Per Steamer Hermann from N.Y.
Nov l st," an American packet of the Ocean Steam Navigation Company. The letter should
have been paid 2 1 cents, the Briti sh Open Mail rate by Ameri can Packet, but Philadelphia
collected only 20 cen ts, the rate for an American packet directly to France. New York al
lowed the letter to go through one cent underpaid and put it in the mai ls carried by Her
mann which departed New York as scheduled on I November. The Frenc h mails were sent
ashore while the steamer stopped in the Solent off Southampton on 18 November 1851
and trave lled to London , Dover, Calais, and Paris, arriving there on 19 Nove mber. Paris
marked the letter for a pos tage due of 8 decimes. Note the absence of the red COLONIES
&c ART .13 marking of Lond on which was discontinued on I Septe mber 1851 when the
French introduced the black ETATS-UNIS PAQ.AM. BA CALAIS entry marking to show the
letter was from the United States by American Packet to England and entered France at
the Bureau Ambulant of Calais or railway mail train to Paris.

.. :. 1h

" ...
Figure 9. Philadelphia to Cognac. France. 18 Mar 51. by Collins Line Pacific from N.Y. 19
Mar. "PHILA 24 Cts. PAID" re-rated 21 cents. Due 15 decimes.

A 2 1 cent re-rating is shown in Figure 9. Wh ile a handful of 2 1 cent re-rated "5 Cts.
PAID " octagonal han dstamps are recorded, this is the only one seen by the author re-rating
the "24 Cts . PAID" hand stamp . Thi s folded letter originated in Philadelphia on 18 March
1851 and is addressed to Cog nac, France . The 2 1 cent prepayment is proper for British
Open Mail service by an American packet, in this case the Collins Line steamer Pacific
from New York on 19 March which arr ived in Liverpool on 30 March 1851. London ar
rival on 3 1 March is show n by a red backstamp and Paris arrival via Ca lais is shown by
the red ANGL 2 CALAIS 2 I AVRIL 5 1 datestamp. Paris marked the letter for 15 decimes
postage due with a black handstamp over the red COLONIES &c ART .13 acco untancy
marking applied at London .

The 29 cen t re-rati ng of the "5 Cts . PAID " octagonal handstamp is one of the more
difficu lt to find with only two examples on the author 's listing. It is scarce beca use the 29
cent rate was used only on letters carrie d by American packe ts in either the Bremen mails
or the direct ma il to France prior to July 185 1, 29 cen ts being the American packet rate on
letters from Philadelphia via New York. On 1 July 185 1, this rate was reduced to 20 cent s,
leaving approximately 16 mon ths and 22 voyages by two steamship lines when the octag
onal rate handstamps were avai lab le to show this rating . A tracing of this marking is
show n in Fig ure 10.
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Figure 10. Red "PHllA 5 Cts . PAID" re-rated to 29 cents
with black manuscript marking.

Another scarce marking is the 48 cent re-rating of the "5 Ct s. PAID" octagonal hand
stamp. Figure II illustrates the only example of this marking see n by the author, an 8 Jun e
1850 folded letter to Lond on. Here the re-rating shows prepayment of 2 x 24 cents, the
doubl e rate to Great Britain. Philadelphia sent the letter to Boston for the 12 June 1850
sailing of the Cunard steamer Asia. Boston struck the red hollow "38" (Blake & Davis No.
726 ) to show the credit to Great Britain of 2 x 19 ce nts. Asia arrived in Liverpool on 22
June 1850 and the letter reached London the next day.

Figure 11. Philadelphia to london, 8 Jun 50, by Cunard Asia from Boston 12 Jun. "PHILA
5 Cts. PAID" re-rated to 48 cents. Credit 38 cents to G.B.

Finall y, the cover pictured in Figure 12 shows the only example recorded of a "24
Ct s. PAID" oc tag ona l hand stamp re-rated to 5 ce nts ! This envelo pe was po sted in
Philadelphia on 6 March 1851 and addressed to Brun swick , Germany. The 5 cent prepa y
ment for British Open Mail by British packet is show n by the manuscript re-rating of the
Philadelphia octago nal rate handstamp. The letter was included in the mail s which depart
ed Boston on 12 March 1851 on the Cunard steamship Europa and arrived at Liverpool on
23 March. London arrival is show n on a red backstamp dated 22 March, either a date
stamp error or the mails arrived at Liverpool one day earlier than reported. London placed
the letter in the mails for Bremen under the Anglo-Breme n Treaty of 1841. Bremen arrival
on 28 March is shown by a partial datestamp strike on the reverse. London marked a debit
to Bremen of I shilling 2 pence in manuscript to the center right of the cover. A red 9 4/12
ENGLANDIUBER BREMEN hand stamp was struck at Brem en to show the debit to the
Hannover post in gutegrosc hen. Brun swick marked the letter in red crayo n for 11 '/3 gute
grosc hen postage due. The Bremen entry markin g is a seldom see n marking and scarce on
mails from the U.S. exchanged under the Anglo-Bremen treaty.

Table I provide s a summary of the octagonal rate markings of Philadelphia discussed
in this articl e along with the author's recorded dates of use. Porti on s of this Table original
ly appeared in the 1984 SEPAD monograph. ' All markings are in red ink. While this can

5. Kay and Stets, OfJ. cit., p. 38.
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Red
28x22 mm.
17 Dec 49

7 Jan 50

Red
27x22 mm.
19 Feb 50
23 Mar 57

Red
27x22 mm .

Black ms. " 10"
21 May 50

4 Nov 51

TABLE I

Red
27x22 mm .

Black ms. " 29"
19 Aug 50

7 Feb 51

Red
27x22 mm.

Black ms. " 48"
10 Jun 50

Red
26x20 mm.
18 Feb 50
23 Mar 53

Red
27x22 mm .

Black ms. "20"
8 Aug 51

14 Jun 52

Red
27x22 mm .

Black ms. " 21"
4 Feb 51
9 Jul52

Red
26x20 mm.

Black ms. "21"
18 Mar 51

Red
26x20 mm.

Black ms. "5"
6 Mar 51
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Figure 12. Rare re-rating of "PHILA 24 Cts. PAID" to 5 cents for B.a.M. rate on 6 Mar 51
letter to Brunswick, Germany. Due 11'/3 gutegroschen. British debit 1/2to Bremen under
Anglo-Bremen Treaty of 1841.

not be considered an exhaustive census, information has been solicited from a number of
large collections of transatlantic material and from the memb ership of the U.S. Philatelic
Classics Society. The small number of recorded covers of the re-rated octagonal markings
is a measure of their relative scarcity. The most common of the octago nal rate markings is
the regular "5 Cts. PAID" marking which was in use for at least seven years. Surprising ly,
the regular "24 Cts. PAID" marking, which was used for a very common rating to Great
Britain, is not as widely seen and the author has recorded examples over a much shorter
period of only three years.
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WANTED: Puerto Rico postal history pre 
1918. Send copies or on approval to Fred
Rod r igu ez, P.O. Box 112005 Miami , FL
33111.

WANTED: Chronicle #65; PLR 1st Series ,
Nos. 2, 22; 2nd Series , Nos. 2, 35; New
bury III Sale; Frajola Sales 9 & 38; Paige
Sales 10, 11, 17, 19, 31 . Joe H. Crosby,
3707 E. 66th Street, Tulsa, Ok. 74136.

WANTED: Yellow cancels on 19th century
U.S. Will buy or trade high-quality U.S .
Steven Hines, P.O. Box 422, Monee, III.
60449.

WANTED: Se-Tenant used blocks. Paying
up to 60% of face. Send for list. DIB Enter
pr ises Box 18032, Cleveland, Ohio 44118.

We purchase large libraries & small lots.
Send your name, receive our price l ist.
Empire Group, Box 2529, West Lawn, PA
19609. Philip Bansner (215) 678-5000.

YOUR AD HERE FOR 50~ A LINE.
Send payment to : Robert L. Toth,
10015 Vista o-, North Royalton, OH 44133.
Next Deadline Mar. 15.
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGER. Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 144

c l ~ /U I .

Figure 1. Tahiti to France. 1855 .

Figure I shows a cover from Tahiti in 1855. Many of us may have only a vag ue idea
of where Tahiti is, and our knowledge of it based on art, music or exped itions (Heye r
dahl's Kon-Tiki). Th e November 1989 National Geographic included an excellent map of
the Pacific, showing Tahiti to the SE of Hawaii and SW of Panama. It is just about dea d
wes t from Chile with Eas ter Island and then Pitcairn Island on the way. The November
Chronicle listed the man y markings on this stampless cover. It is complica ted and a num 
ber of phil atel ists attempted exp lanations, inclu ding Jeff Bohn , Andrew Holtz, Madeleine
Jamet , Bert rand Sinais, Robert Stone, and Richard Winter. Here is a composite of the ir
co mme nts and answers:

25 Jan 55 Written at Papeete.
27 Jan 55 Mai led at Papeete, Tahiti.
24 Feb 55 Proce ssed at Honolul u. Hawaii.
26 Feb 55 Left Hawaii on Saili ng ship E. L. Frost boun d for Calif.
15 Mar 55 Arrived at San Francisco on same ship.
3 1 Mar 55 Departed from S.F. on Pacific Mai l Steam Ship Co. steamer John L.

Steph ens for Panama City.
? Apr 55 Arrived at Panama City on same steam er.
15 Apr 55 Left Aspinwa ll on steamer George Law.
24 Apr 55 Arrived at New York City on same steamer.

2 May 55 Left N.Y. on Collins Line steamer Pacific.
13 May 55 Arr ived at Paris having entered France at Cala is.
? May 55 Arrived at Cognac.

A French law of 3 May 53 perm itted prepayment of mail between France and its
co lonies.
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A convention between Tahiti and Hawaii dated 24 Nov 53 set a 5 centimes rate for
single weight lette rs between the islands. This gave access to U.S. ships bound for San
Francisco , more convenient than French ones from Tahiti to Chile.

The markin g of 1855/1 shows year of sending, and single weight of 7' /2 grams or
less.

Regarding the rates, here is the concensus: Letter prepaid 5 cent imes Tahiti to
Hawaii, plus 5 cents charge by Hawaii, plus 28 cents (2 cents ship fee plus 26 cents Br.
Open Mail by Amer. Pkt. rate from west coast of U.S.). Due 8 decimes, rated at Pari s and
collected from recipient at Cognac.

Our thanks to all concerned for helping to analyze this rare (two known) and compli
cated cover.

Figure 2a. Venezuela to Delaware in 1879.

q:p
( r~S)

Figure 2b. Markings on re
verse of Figure 2a.

Figure 2a shows the front of a cover from Venezuela to the U.S. in 1879, and Figure
2b shows the mark ings on the back. Not shown is a " 16" under the stamps. Several an
swers were received, and are appreciated . Roger G. Stone, Warren R. Bower, George B.
Arfken, and others all gave cogent answe rs and a very detailed explanation was submitted
by Richard B. Graham who wrote:

Venezue la did not become a member of the Universal Postal Union until an ef
fective date of Jan. I , 1880, the month after the cove r was sent.

The 1879 P. L. & R. of the United States, the first issue to appear after the cre
ation of the General Postal Union in 1875, which had become the Universa l Postal
Union by 1878, contains the articles of the Convention of Paris of 1878, and also the
"fi nal pro toco l" of agreement and the Regulat ions of Detail and Order that provided
how mail was to be handled, both betwee n countries within the UPU and mail to or
from co untries outside the UPU but throu gh UPU member countries to other countries
within the UPU.

The provisions apparently pertin ent to this cover may be summarized as follows:
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From the Conven tion:
I. Article 5 provided that the rate was to be 25 centimes "in case of prepayment

and doubl e that in the co ntrary case," for eac h letter and for every weight of 15
grammes or fraction of 15 grammes. (Under the terms of the Convention and Regula
tions of detail, although an ounce was about 281/2 grammes, it was considered to be 30
grammes, so that 15 grammes and one half ounce were the basic single letter equiva lent
weights.)

2. Art icle 12 covered exchanges of lett ers to and from non- UP U cou ntr ies
through UPU countries to or from other UPU countries. The rates consisted of two ele
ments, the UPU rate and the rate between the intermediate UPU country and the non
UPU country.

While the language is complex, it considers the fact that the intermediate UPU
country would have had accountin g procedures with the non-UPU country and it was
necessary therefore to transfer funds between the sending or receiv ing UPU country
and the non-UPU country through the intermediate UPU country.

It should be noted that two UPU countries had to be involved, at least one being
an intermediate country.

From the Regula tions of Detail:
I. From the table of equivalent monetary units of countries in the UPU not using

the Swiss franc, or its equi valent , it may be noted that both the United States and the
Danish West Indian colonies used a rate of 5¢ equal to 25 centimes as the UPU postal
rate.

2. Under Regulation V, "Correspondence with Countri es foreign to the Union ,"
the offices of the Union with treaties or postal relationships with non- UPU countries
were to furnish to the UPU countr ies a table of their rates, prepaid or unpaid , with those
countries to the other UPU countries. In addition to those rates, five centim es per single
rate of letters could be added.

In addition, according to Regulation V, the UPU postage would be added to rates,
just as if such letters had originated in the intermediate nation .

3. Page 268 is the start of a table giving details of exchange of mails with various
foreign countrie s, whether UPU or not, from the United States, and the seeming corol
lary is that mails from that country to the U.S. would normally be carried in the same
manner. Although this table, page 27 1, lists irregular direct service and twice monthly
service to Venezuela via Jamaica , Venezue la is also listed as one of many countries to
which mail could be sent via St. Thomas.

4. The first chapter of the foreign mails section of the 1879 P. L. & R. concerns
UPU mails; Chapter Two concerns correspondence with countries not in the Universal
Postal Union. This includes a section on mails to Venezuela by direct mail, which had
to be prepaid , at IO¢ per half ounce for letters. The section also says , "domestic rates of
postage are chargeable on all correspondence rece ived from Venezuela, and corre
spondence sent is liable on delivery in Venezuela to the inland postage there charge
able."

5. Postage due stamps were author ized by Congress to be placed in use effective
July I, 1879, so this cover represents an early use of such stamps.

Per Section s 270, et seq., page 89, of the 1879 P. L. & R. postage due stamps
were never to be affixed anywhere but at the office of delivery. This was because of ac
counting problems on undelivered mail. When a mailing office found postage was due
but that a letter was still mailable , the letter was to be marked with the amount due, but
no due stamps were to be applied.

This same situation would have applied to letters received unpaid from abroad.
From the above, it would seem that the collect postage consisted of two seg

ments, the postage from Venezuela to St. Thomas, non-UPU, and from St. Thom as to
the United States, under the 5¢ UPU rate, but doubled because it was collect.

Thus, if the total collect postage was 16¢ and 10¢ of this was Ul'U' rate, then the
remaining 6¢ jibe s nicely with the "30" on the cover if expressed in centimes, at 5 cen
times per cent, for either U.S. or St. Thomas money.
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Th is suggests that the "3D" is a debit marking fro m the St. Th om as P.O. rather
than a due ma rk ing in correla tion with the "T," the deb it be ing to the U.S. for the
postage from Venezuela to St. Thomas, probably the eq uiva lent of 5¢ plus the ex tra 5
centimes that interm ediate co untries were permitt ed to charge in such situations.

The equivalent of 16¢ in postage in Sw iss francs , the mo netary un it in which all
UPU due postage charges were to be expressed, wo uld have bee n 80¢, thus co nsis ting
of, if the above suggestions are correct, of 2 x 25¢ plu s 30 centimes indicated by the St.
Th om as post office.

The New York Foreign desk should have marked thi s incom ing co llec t lette r with
16¢ due, and I suspect that the "T" in a circle is the ir marking. Th e 16¢ du e mark ing is
present , cove red by the stamps, as disclosed by holding the opened enve lope to a strong
light.
-- ---- --- -- - - - -

Figure 3. Philadelphia to St. Kitts, 1886.

Figure 3 shows a U.S. envelope, Scott #277 , intended for the domestic rate, but used
by the sender in 1886 to St. Kitts in the Caribbean . St. Christopher (AKA) joined the
U.P.U. in 1879, as several responders commented . One opined that a circular was sent, but
the New York "T" (for "Taxe") marking indicates otherwise. The best and most complete
answer came from Warren R. Bower whose deci sion is that this was do uble weight letter
for which the rate should have been 10¢ U.S. The "2/40" marking mea ns doubl e weig ht
and short paid 40 centimes, or 8¢. The collect charge , although not shown, would have
been double the deficiency, which Bower points out would have been 16¢, 80 centimes, or
8 pence, and the recipient at St. Kitts probably paid with British coins.
Bu ying a nd Se lling Worldwide

POSTAL HISTORY and Stamps.
Fine collecti ons and rariti es from every country always des ired ,

for co nsig nme nt or for cas h.
Refe rences f rom lilt' United Sta tes are avai lable IIfl OIl reque st,

Annua l SUhSl'r il)lion delux e auet inn ca ta logues Air l\lail $H.

International Stamp Auctions
Han s R. Schwarze nbac h
Obcrdorfstr, R. CH-ROO I Zurich
SWITZERLAND
Memher: A/'S . US /'CS. PUS. rI,IMS. ,IS/),! . Collectors C/uh olNe... l'ork
Chronicle 145 / February t990 / Vol. 42, No. I 69



70
Figure 4a. Mass. to New Orleans, with 3C 1857.
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Figure 4b. Mass . to New Orleans, with 3C 1861.

Figure 5. New Orleans to Guadeloupe in 1873.
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One reade r asked for a "simple" U.S. cove r instead of "complicated" foreign ones.
Thu s we 've picked a pair of covers, shown in Figures 4a and 4b. Both are addressed to
Ensign McKe ndry, U.S. gunboat Winona, New Orleans, La . One bears a 3¢ '5 7 and the
other a 3¢ '6 1 stamp, and both show the same c.d.s . of Canton, Mass . Question - what
are the years of usage? Beware, the answers are "tricky" and might best be answered by
someo ne who was in the Navy.

Fig ure 5 shows a cover from the U.S . to Gu adeloupe in the Ca ribbean in 1873
(backstamped "St. Thomas Oct 29 73"). The New York marking is in red , and the cray
oned "35" is in blue. The Banknote 3¢ and 15¢ stamps are killed with what looks like a
cut cork. Because they were not tied, the cover was submitted to the Philatelic Foundation,
where it received a good certificate. Will several readers explain the 18¢ rate and the "30"
and "35" figures? Why did the sender in New Orleans send the letter via New York?

Please send your comments (no publicity is given to incorrect answers - they are
all solicited) and ideas for new items to Cincinnati within two weeks of reading this.
1r&WILillIRs For PHILATELISTS, NUMISMATISTS, EPHEMERISTS,
~IE ARCHIVISTS, COLLECTORS AND SAVERS.

PROTECfIVEPOUCHES • rt dimensionally stable,
The clear, s~rongp'Inet,s"Mylar"*Type D only.
. euse IS Du onfilm W • Pouches for Ph ilatel ic covers.

.._..~_(:.1_~). ~.~~~~~7_...., • Pouches for page & document protection .
: Taylor MadeCompany i • "TUC K'S T'S " ' ~ Pouches and Sleeves for cover
, Po. Box 406' i mounting on pages without adhesives.
; Lirna.Pa 19037 I • Folders and Pouches for document preservation.L _ _ w • • • - I

' "IolYl Afr IS A, TUDE ~"'Mf OF DUPONT ·· ·TUCK'S rs- IS " TRADE N......e Of r " n OR-IllAOE PAT APPl iED FOR
LETTERS OF COLD
by Jesse L. Coburn

The absorbing story of the mails in California from
Spanish control to 1869. Emphasis is placed on the Gold
Rush period: mail routes by sea and overland, express
companies and their markings, illustrated envelopes
and letter sheets, and postal markings on starnoless
and stamped mail.

Over 1,250 photographs, with 16 pages in color,
illustrate this fascinating chapter in our nation's history.
Hardbound, 400 pages.

Winner of Cold for Literature
in all competitions entered:

THREE INTERNATIONAL and TWO NATIONAL COLDS
Available at $50.00 postpaid

from
u.s.s.c.s., 2030 Glenmont Dr. NW, canton, Ohio 44708
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SUPERB 1AUCTIONS

. . . Dateline: Linn's, November 20, 1989 .. .

Scott Publishing Co. PRESS RELEASE

"On-cover values for virtually all of the
SO¢ and $1 Washington-Franklin issues
are significantly higher than those in last
years 1989 U. S. Specialized catalog,
principally because of the realisations
from the sale of the Siskin collection of
these issues by Superb Auctions earlier
this year."

This is what Superb did for the
Siskins.

WHAT CAN SUPERB DO FOR
YOU?

Contact us today!
Sample catalog gratis. One year subscription $20.

SUPERB rAUCTIONS
1405 Sa rtori Ave . • Torrance, CA 9050 1 • (213) 212-';986 · Outside CA (800) 6'57-7700

A.S.D.A . Members I California Auction License #C2008

•

•

•

•
POSTAL HISTORY • RARE WORLDWIDE
72 Chronicle 145 / February 1990 / Vol. 42. No. 1



I I I AUCTIONING
INTERNATIONALLY

Harmers International, through the close liaison of our two
active houses on three continents, will meet your need for
top results with an international mailing list.

Everything you need to know about disposing of your phila
telic property and the many unique services offered by
Harmers are detailed in our brochure "Philatelic Selling" - it
is yours for the asking.

Complete the coupon and return it today!

I"H;;;;:r;ofN;w-;';;k"7n;- - - - - - - - - --
I 14 East 33rd Street. New York. NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532·3700
Please send me your brochure,
"Philatelic Selling".
I am interested in selling my collection of.. .......

..............................., market value $ ..

NAME .

ADDRESS .

HARMERS£/NEWYORK INC.
14 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532-3700 Cable: HARMERSALE, New York
Lie. #'s 672829. 780870

HARMERS of London
Stamp Auctioneers Ltd.

91, New Bond Street, London
W1A 4EH, England

CablePhistemsellondon W1. Tel.01 629-0218
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