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MOST MEMBERS OF

THE CLASSICS SOCIETY

ARE AMONG OUR

FRIENDS AND SUBSCRIBERS

We handle more United States classic stamps and covers
than any other auction firm . Auction Realization over
$13,796,000.00 in 1988.

If you are not acquainted with American's premier philatelic
auction house we shall be pleased to send you with our
compliments our next two catalogs of postal history or Unit
ed States classics offerings.

( AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.)

160 EAST 56th STREET

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

TEL. (212) - 753-6421

ESTABLISHED 59 YEARS



RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.

UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY

PRIVATE TREATY SERVICES

PUBLIC AUCTIONS

Ou r auction catalogs have received awards as literature . find o ut by subscrib
ing tod ay . A subscriptio n fo r the next 5 catalogs . including pr ices rea lised
after each sale. is $15.

RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.
85 North Street

Danbury, CT 06810
Telephone (203) 790-4311
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS
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ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carry ing Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street

APS Boston, Mass. 02108 CSA
SPA Phone: 617-523-2522 USPCS
146

THE CHRONICLE. published quarterly in Feb.. May .Aug.. a nd Nov. by the U. S. Philatelic Classics Society.
Inc .. at 2030 Glenmont Ave.. N.W.. Canton. Ohio 44708. Se cond c lass po stage pa id at Canton. Ohio 44711
and additional mailing office. Subscription price $ 16 .0 0. Printed in U.S.A

Chronicle 147 I August 1990 I Vol. 42. No. 3



~be ((bronteIe
of tfJt 1t.~. ((la~~tt llo~tal J~~Ut~

ISSN 0009-6008

Aug ust 1990 Publ ished Quarterl y, in
Febru ary, May, August, and November

Vol. 42, No.3
Whol e No. 147

Annual duesOfficial publication of the U. S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc.
(Unit I I, A . P. S.)

$15.00

SOCIETY OFFI CER S
THOMAS F. A LLEN President

1800 Huntington Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio 44 115
RICHARD F. WI NTER Vice-President

6657 New Cha udler Ct. , Burthe, Va. 220 15
PATRICIA STILWELL WALKER Secretary

Briarwood, Lisbon, Md. 2 1765
D WAYNE O. L ITTAUER Treasurer

P.O. Bo x 850526, New Orleans, L a. 70 185-0526
ELIZABETH C. POPE P rogram Chairman

55 South Go re Ave., Webster Groves, M o. 63 119
ROBERT L. TOTH A dvertising Manager

10015 Vista Dr., North Royalton , Oh io 44 133
M ICHAEL C. O 'REILLy Chairman. Membership Committee

P.O. Box 1131, Huntsv ille, A la. 35807
JACK L. JENKINS Chairman , Publi catio n Sales Committee

P.O. Box 1503, Bloomington, Ill. 6 1702- 1503
D ALE R. PULVER .Editor of Chairman 's Chatter

772 5 Beaver Creek Dr. , Mentor, Ohio 44060
JEREMIAH A . FARRINGTON Publicist

117 McCosh Circle, Prin ceton, N .J. 08540

D irectors: THOMAS F. ALLEN '93, C. W. CHRISTIAN ' 9 1, K ENNETH D. GILBART '93, ROBERT R.
H EGLAND '9 1, RICHARD B. JORDAN '92, DOUGLAS A . K ELSEY '92, D WAYNE O . L ITTAUER '92,
WI LLIAM K . M cDANIEL '9 1, SCOTT R. T REPEL '92, JEROME S. WAGSHAL '93 , PATRICIA STILWELL
WALKER '93, RICHARD F. W INTER '9 1, ex offic io: T HOMAS J. ALEXANDER, C.W. CHRISTAIN, CLIF
FORD L. FRIEND, SCOTT GALLAGHER, SUSAN M. M c DoNALD, Regi onal Vice-Presidents : W ILBURF.
AMONETTE, D OUGLAS N . CLA RK, JOHN A . EGGEN, JR., JEFFREY FORSTER, JACK L. JENKINS,
STEPHEN M . K ARBO, EUGENE REED, JOSEPH F. RORKE, PERRY SAPPERSTEIN.

EDITORIAL BOARD
SUSAN M. M cDoNALD Editor-in-Chief

2030 Glenmont D r. N .W., Canto n, Ohio 44708
FRANK MANDEL. Prestamp & Stampless Period

P.O . Box 157, New York, N .Y. 10014-0157
ROBERT B. M EYERSBURG U.S. Carriers

632 1 Tone Co urt, Bethesda, Md. 208 17
THOMAS J. AL EXANDER 1851 -61 Period

900 Commerce Bank Bldg., K ansas Ci ty, M o. 64 106
RICHARD B. GRAHAM 1861- 69 Period

P.O . Box 14338, Co lumbus, Ohio 432 14
C. W. CHRISTIAN, K ENNETH D. GILBART, Contributing

SCOTT R. TREPEL 1869 Period
' /oChri st ie's, 502 Park Ave ., New York, N .Y. 10022

RICHARD M . SEARING .Bank Note Period
P.O. Box 1174, Yorba Linda, Cal. 92686

ALFREDE. STAUBUS Ojficials et AI.
1015 Kenway Co urt , Co lum bus, Ohio 43220

CHARLES J. STARNES The Foreign Mails
1205 Wyllys St., Midland, Mich . 48640 .

RICHARD F. WI NTER, Associate , 6657 New Chandler Ct., Burke, Va. 220 15
SCOTT GALLAGHER The Cover Comer

P.O. Box 422 53, Cincinnati , Ohi o 45242
Address changes should be sent to Secretary, back issue orders to Publication Sales Chairman, other correspondence to Editor-in
Chief. Reports of new items or articles should be submitted to appropriate Section Editor or Editor-in-Chief, Do not send stamps or
cove rs unless requested. Any items sent will be carefully guarded bUI no liability attaches to an editor or the Society.

© U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc. 1990 .

$3.50 Members
$4.00 Non-Members
Chronicle 147 / August 1990 / Vol.42, No.3 147



WilliamA. Fox Auctions, Inc.
Has been holding Public Sales of Fine

Philatelic Material for more than 25 Years.

UNITED STATES, CONFEDERATE STATES,
WORLDWIDE STAMPS AND COVERS

Whether Consignment or Outright Purchase, we would be pleased
to include your collection in one of our forthcoming auctions.
Prompt Settlement exactly 45 Days from date of sale. Advances
available.

Inquiries Invited.

676 MORRIS AVENUE SPRINGFIELD, N.J. 07081
Telephone 201·467·2366
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The One Cent Magenta

Owned by one of our clients.
We can help you build your

Great Collection as well.

VICTOR B. KRIEVINS
Professional Philatelist
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Thi s issue of the Chronicle introduces an experiment - a supplement consisting of a
very fine mono graph by Richard F. Winter on mails to Spain under British treatie s in the
period 1849-76. We have decided to include this bonu s with the current issue so that we
can avoid breaking up the article over seve ral issues and so that the information is access i
ble in separate format for easy reference. If this innovation proves acce ptable, we may at
tempt more suc h publicati on s at irregula r interval s in the future whe n a sui ta ble
manuscript is submitted and the addi tiona l funds are ava ilable. The editoria l staff would be
grateful for your comments on this experiment.

If you study the masthead you will see that there has been an extensive changing of
the guard. Absent are the names of some individu als who have serve d faithfully for many
years. We have a new slate of officers as well as a new Publicist and Chatter editor. Please
help them to serve you by lending your coopera tion. This seems a good time to remind
you of some preferred procedures:

Changes of address should be sent to the Secretary, inqui ries about application for
membership to the Memb ership Chairman , orders for back issues of the Chronicle and for
some other publications to the Publications Sales Chairm an, other items from the individu
al addresses noted on the list attached to the dues notice, or in Chronicle ads. Reports of
philatelic eve nts, awards, and activit ies of members should be sent to the Publicist and/or
Chatter editor. Articles or reports for the Chronicle should be submi tted to the appropriate
Section Editor or the Editor-in-chief. Questions or sugges tions regardin g the conduct of
Society affairs are the domain of the President.

Speaking of awards, congratulations are due to our stalwart, Richard B. Graham, on
receipt of the Augu st Dietz Award from the Confederate Stamp Alliance for his research
and writings on the 1O¢ Knox ville cover.
* * *
Review: Checklist ofFirst Days and Earliest Documented Covers, 1847-1931 . Com

piled by Edward J. Siskin. Paperbou nd, 43 g'hx I I pages. Publ ished by the American First
Day Cover Foundation. Available @ $ 12 postpaid from Robert Masto, AFDCF Sales, 119
Pinehurst Drive, Washington, N.J. 07882 .

Although about two-thirds of this pamphlet concerns issues beyond the range of in
terest of the Society, there is much valuable inform ation in the pages dealing with 19th
century stamps. The compiler has made a careful effort to present dates accurately, to des
ignate them consistently, and to identify sources . The introduction explains the categories
and the rather formid able list of abbreviations. Siskin emphasizes strongly that many dates
given are tentative and subjec t to revision. In fact , a prime reason for publication is to
bring out reports of cove rs with earlier dates which can be authenticated for a future up
dated list.

Th is checklist should be of interest to both stamp and cover collectors.
Susan M. McDonald
Chronicle \47 / August 1990 / Vol. 42, No.3 \ 5\
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/Mycustomersareasselective
inchoosinghowto selltheircollections

as they wereinacquiringthem...

.. .they're comfortable inknowing
that theymade the best decision." CharlesShreve

President, Steve Ivy PhilatelicAuctions,lnc.

© Copyright 198851eve Ivy PhilatelicAuctions.Inc,

S ellingyourcollectionisaseriousmatter. Adecisionthat
hasnotcome easily. And thedealer fromwhomyou've
purchasedmanystampsinyourcollectionmayormay not bethe
rightchoice tosellthecollectionfor you.

Asaseriousphilatelistyou've spenthundredsofenjoyable
painstaking hours assembling yourcollection. Researchingyour
hobby, viewinghundredsofstampsfor theperfect specimen...buying
onlyfroma trusted dealer. Youholda largeamount ofpersonal
equityinevery stamp...there'sanemotional story foreachone.
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,~,1t Steve Ivy
Philatelic Auctions

we invite your scrutiny."

Take thesame careinselling yourcollection asyoudidin
purchasingyourcollection. Putusunder your microscope.
Look atourPeople- Allareseriousdedicated philatelists 

justlike you.
CompareOurCatalogs - Full-colorphotographywith

well-detailed highly researcheddescriptions.
Check OurPerformance - Atraditionofsecuringthe

highest possiblevalue for yourcollection.
Review Our Settlements - Anunblemished recordof

on-time payment.

We enjoy discussing any element ofphilately oryourcollecting interests .
Call toll-free 1-800-782-6771 oruse the couponbelow. Byreturn mailwe'll
sendyou a 14minute audio presentationThings YouShouldKnow About
Selling AtAuction - A Conversation with Charles Shrel'e. Thisfact-filled
presentationhas themost up-to-the-minuteinformationonmaking the
right decision:
• Whatarethedifferences betweenauctioncompanies
• Discoverhowtoincrease thecompetitionforyourcollectionten-fold
• Learnhowtoavoidauctioncompanies notorious fo r slow payment
• Findouthowanauctioncatalog canincrease ordecrease

your prices realized.
• Learn howstamp shows andconventions can helpyou get thehighest

possiblevaluefor yourcollection.

For FasterService CaU 1-800-STAMPS-I(782·6771)

IIERlllIGE PlAZA ' 1I IGII IA~ Il I l\RK VIllAGE ' IlAllilS.lX 752052788
\ViII'S: HIOOS1A.\ tPSI (782-67711 . IN1UAS (214) 528-3500

City
DaytimePhone] ) _

EveningPhone] ) _

Callustoll-free:

1-800-782-6771.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -I

D YES!Please sendmetheFREE cassetletape. Things You I
ShouldKnow AboutSellingStampsAtAuction.

o I havestampsIwant tosell. Please contact me with I
consignment information. I

DPleasesendmeyourfreebooklet, What ThePhilatelistShould I
Know About Estate Planning.

o I would like aone-year subscriptiontoallyour auction catalogs. I
Enclosed is$20fortheyear,oraninvoiceforapurchase of$250or I
morefrom anotherstampcompany. I

Name I
Address I'll

_ ______ State Zip I:::
I ~
I
I
I
I
I

"We wo uld like
to hear from you

even if you're
not considering
selling today."

Theconsignmentdeadlinefor the
nextSteveIvyauction iscomingup shortly.

Callus for completedetails.

HERIlAGEPlAZA • HighlandParkVillage ' Dallas.D; 75205-2788
~ WAfS: l-8OO-SlAMPS-t (782-6771) • INn:XAS (214)528-3500 6Pa

SelecredasOfflcialAucrioneerforAmeripex'86.
theOfflcialAuctioneer forlntetpex 1987-1988,and fortheAPSSaies 1984-t990.

5I£VE IW PHILATELICAUCfION5
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
VIGNETTES OF EARLY UNITED STATES TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
J. C. ARNELL

12. Early Boston Rate Handstamps
The previous vignette covered the activities of Thomas William Moore, the Brit ish

packet agent, who was responsible for many years for the transfer of incomin g and outgo
ing transat lantic mails between the Admiralty agents on the Brit ish packets and the Boston
post office. Until the inauguration of the British and North American Royal Mail Steam
Packet Company (the Cunard Line) service between Liverpool, Halifax and Boston in July
1840, virtually all the mail handled by him was associated with tha t of the Canadia n
provinces, as all American letters were being sent on the weekly American sailing packets
or the occasional pioneer steamer out of New York.

However, simultaneous with the Cunard service, the General Post Office, London es
tablished a packet postage of One Shilling sterling per half ounce between any post office
in Great Britain and either Halifax or Boston on letters carried by Cunard. The frequency
and regularity of these steamers and the lower postage rates assoc iated with them soon at
tracted American corres pondence from the New York route to Boston.

Figure 1. From Liverpool, 18 September 1840, 1'/2oz. letter prepaid 4/-, and rated $1.14'/2
due.

As there was no agreement between the GPO and the USPO with respect to the col
lect ion of each other's unpaid postage, all outgoing British letters for the United States had
to have the packe t postage to Boston prepaid. Likewise, Amer ican letters for Great Britain
required the U.S. inland postage to Boston to be prepaid. While this latter could be paid at
the time of mailing, on occasion letters were sent privately to Boston for delivery to
Thomas Moore, the British packet agent.

Whi le the USPO, unlike the British, did not have an outgoing ship letter charge on
letters destined for Liverpool via Cunard , it did treat all incoming ones as ship letters,
charging a two cent ship letter fee, in addition to the regular inland postage. By way of il
lustration is a letter (Figure I), which was carried on the maiden voyage of the Caledonia,
a I , I38-ton wooden paddle wheel steamer. This was a commercial letter from David Mal
comso n, Liverpool , date d 18 September 1840. As it contained several enclosures and
weighed over 11/2 oz., it was charged as a quadruple letter with 4/-Stg. postage prepa id.
The Caledonia left Liverpool the follow ing day and arrived at Boston on I October, where
154 Chronicle 147 I August 1990 I Vol.42. No.3



Figure 2. Philadelphia, 14 July 1841, prepaid at double rate, postage due rated as single.

the letter was datestamped with a "BOSTON SHIP" (very faint), and as U.S. postage was
still based on the numb er of sheets in a letter, this having six, was rated $ 1.141/2 postage
due, represent ing 2 cents ship letter fee and a 6 x 183

/ 4 = $ 1.121/2 inland postage to New
York .

Travell ing in the opposite direction is a letter from R. M. Hilton , Phil adelphia, dated
14 July 1841 (Figure 2). This was mailed on the same day and, having two sheets, was
charged 371hcents postage to Boston. Carr ied by the Britannia on her sixth return voyage
from Boston on 17 July, it arr ived at Liverpool on 30 July, where it was backstamped with
a double oval "A MERICA/L" and struck with a 1/- hand stamp to show the packet postage
due.

For the first couple of years, the U.S. postage was shown in red manuscript , as had
been the practice on ship letters since the turn of the century. In the Canadian provinces to
the north , the surge in overseas correspondence after 1840, coupled with the establishment
of 1/2 sterling as the packet postage between any post office in Great Britain and one in
the provinces, led to the introdu ction of a variety of rate hand stamps at that time. It was
not until 1843 that the Boston post office adopted a similar practice, when the increase in

Figure 3. From Scotland, 25 December 1842; Boston rated postage due with small 203

handstamp.
Chron icle 147 / August 1990 / Vol. 42 , No . 3 155



the numb er of letters passing through required a more efficien t method of charging them
than that of meth odically writing the postage due on each one.

When introdu ced, the handstamps were in the values of 20 3
/ • • 39 1/2 and 27, represent

ing single and double postage for 151-400 miles and single postage for over 400 mile s.
Most of these handstamps had a circle around the numbers, although the first 20 3

/ . was
smaller and did not. Appare ntly there were not enough letters for the shorter distances to
require I21/2-cent and 141/2-cent hand stamps.

Figure 3 show s a letter from Forfar, Scotland , dated 25 Decem ber 1842 with 1/- Stg.
packet postage prepaid. Carri ed by the Caledonia from Liverpool on 4 January 1843, it ar
rived at Boston on 25 January, where it was datestamped with a "BOSTON SHIP" and
struck with the small "203

" to show the postage due to New York.

Figure 4. An 1843 letter with large encircled 20 3 struck at Boston.

Figure 4, a letter mailed at Beaminster on 1 August 1843, went by the Hibernia from
Liverpool on 4 August and arrived at Boston on 17 August, where it received the large en
circled "203

" as postage due to Philadelphi a.

Figure 5. Greenwich, 30 November 1843; Boston encircled 27 for postage to Cincinnati .

Figure 5 is a letter mai led at Greenwich , London, on 30 November 1843, which was
carried by the Britan nia from Liverpool on 4 January 1844 and arr ived at Boston on 20
January, where it was struck with an encircled "27" as postage due to Cincinnati .
156 Chronicle 147 / August 1990 / Vol. 42. No.3



Figure 6. Letter from London 18 Ap ri l 1844, rated at Boston as double with 39'/2 hand
stamp.

Figure 6 shows a London lett er dated 18 Ap ril 1844, which we nt by the Hibernia
from Liverp ool on the next day and arrived at Boston on 4 May, whe re it was cha rged as a
double lett er sheet with an encircled "391h" postage due to New York.

There were obviously more letters then co uld be cha rged with the handstamp s, for
manu scrip t ratin gs are found duri ng this same period unt il the inland postage was reduced
on I Jul y 1845. Afte r thi s date , Boston and New Yor k int roduced "5" and" 10" hand
stamps for inland postage and " 7" and " 12" for incoming ship lett ers, whi le other cities,
such as New Orleans, followed suit.
Are You Missing
All This?

(And More)
• Postal History Special Edition (Mekeel's, June 15, 1990)

• The Classic Collector (A weekly Mekeel's feature)
• 1847 Stamp, Cover Prices Reviewed (Mekeel's, April 6 & April 27, 1990)

• Uncovering Postal History Fakes (Mekeel's, April 13)
• "Heard on the Floor" and Auction Reports (Regular Mekeel's features)

• On the lighter side, the "Aaron Burr" sale (Mekeel's, March 30 "April Fool" edition)
• Mekeel's Garfield-Perry Special Edition (March 2, 1990)

• Free offer: 1930's International Flyer postal cancelling machine (March 2, 1990)
• Create Your Own (Local Post) Stamps (Mekeel's, January 12, 1990)

We could go on and on, but this sampling ofarticles should be enough to get across
our message:

"Mekeel's Caters to the Classics"
Don't miss out on one of the biggest bargains in philately and some of

the finest reading anywhere. Send a check or money order for $12 ($20
foreign) and we'll sign you up for a 52-week subscription to:

MEKEEL'S, BOX SOSO-CC, WHITE PLAINS, NY 10602
Chroni cle 147 I August 1990 I Vol. 42. No.3 157



The David L.Jarrett Collection
of United States Postal Markings

Christie's is pleased to announce the sale of
The David L.Jarrett Collection in October 1990.

The collection represents more than thirty years of
searching for the finest example ofeach marking.

The following categories are represented: Colonials,
Territorials,Consular Mail, Railroads,Waterways and
Packetboats, Eastern and Western Expresses, Locals

and Carriers,Confederates, Illegal Usages,Telegraphs,
UnusualTownmarks on Stampless and Stamped

Covers, Hawa ii,Canada and Panama.
T he full-color cata logue will be available in late August .

To order a copy, please send a check or a money
order for S10 to die Stamp Department or call for

subscrip tion information.

~
~

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

502 Park Avenue
NewYork, NY10022
Telephone: (212) 546-1087

8 King Street, St.James's
London SW1Y6QT
Telephone: (071) 839-4034
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U.S. CARRIERS
, ROBERT MEVERSBURG, Editor
BROOKLYN
ROBERT B. MEVERSBURG

Figure 1. 1848 letter, Boston to Brooklyn (from the mails) .

Brooklyn is selected as the subjec t for this chapter as an archetypal carrier system in
a large community. No special adhesives were available for carri er fee prepayment; so the
activities discussed herein may be considered generally applicab le for the fifty-odd post
offices offering similar carrier service by the end of the fee period.

•..-4.

Figure 2.1861 to the mails use with 1C and 3C 1857 stamps + 32mm CDS.

The exact year Brook lyn first provided carrier service is not certain, but it was at
least as early as Apri l 1845. Since the drop letter rate was increased from one cent to two
cents effec tive July I, 1845, and since examples of adhesive stamps used to prepay carrier
fees in Brooklyn have not been seen before 1860, identification of earlier carrier covers
from Brooklyn will have to depend primarily on interpretation of manuscript markings. In
New York , just across the East River, carr ier service was being provided by the U. S. City
Chronicle 147 I August 1990 I Vol. 42. No. 3 159
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Figure 3. 1860 to the mails use with 4 x 1C 1857 stamp + 32mm CDS.

Despatch Post, so we might expect that there would be a parallel in the modu s operandi of
Brooklyn 's carrier department.

!;it? ..... LyN

S~i.· · .

Figure 4. 1861 city letter with 1C 1857 stamp + 32mm CDS.

oUl. I CENT

Figure 5. 1860 DUE 1 CENT (to the mails). Collection of Dr. D. B. Johnstone.
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Figure 6. 18601 CENT (drop letter, carrier delivery).

During that portion of the fee period when adhesive stamps were available in some
locale s for prepayment , Brooklyn's population was exploding - from less than 40,000 in
1842 to almost 100,000 in 1850 to well over 300,000 at the end of the fee period in 1863.
The only record of carri er service fiscal return s is for the year ending June 30, 1863 , when
almo st 700 ,000 letters and 65,000 newspapers and pamphlets were handl ed; so estimates
based on a con servative 1863 ratio of two letters per resident per year would produce
enough carrier business in earlier years to warrant a sizeable and active carrier department.
Clearl y, the bulk of the services would have been in the delivery area. The carrier staff of
the Brooklyn post office grew from three carriers in 1845 to 17 by June 1863. Between
1849 and 1855, one carrier was designated a spec ial "post office paper carrier," presum
ably to deli ver newspapers to a street addre ss. Thi s unique practice in carrier annal s ap
pears exclusively in Brooklyn. At the end of the fee period, in July 1863, 17 letter carriers
were placed on an annual salary of $700.

Figure 7.1862 to the mails use with 1¢ and 3¢ 1861 stamps + 32mm CDS.

In spite of the substantial volume of service mentioned above, the tangible evidence
of Brooklyn carrier activit y is not great. This chapter is based on the examination of 26
covers available for the author's inspection . If any of the readers can provide additional in
form ation expanding this subject matter, it will be publi shed as an appendi x to this chap
ter.
Chronic le 147 / August 1990 / Vol. 42. No. 3 161



Figure 8.1862 to the mails use -with 1C and 3C 1861 stamps + 26mm CDS.

There is evidence that collection for the mails was free between 1856 and 1859. All
the covers examined can be dated from 1860 to the end of the fee period except one
mailed from Boston to Brookl yn in 1848 franked with a 5 cent stamp and endorsed "Pen
ny post will please deliver without delay" (Figure 1). Fifteen of the covers are franked
with 1857 series stamps, twelve (to the mails) with one cent plus three cent stamps (10 ex
amples) (Figure 2) or four one cent stamps (two) (Figure 3) and two (city letters) with sin
gle copies of the one cent stamp (Figure 4); one cover, to the mails, bears a three cent
stamp and a handstamped DUE 1 CENT. (Figure 5). In addition, there is an unfranked
drop letter handstamped 1 CENT (due for carrier delivery) (Figure 6). All of the above are
postmarked with a 32mm circular BROOKLYN, N. Y. strike enclosing the month and
date. A second group of eight covers, all to the mails, bear one cent and three cent stamps
of the 1861 series. Of these, three have the 32mm postmark (Figure 7) and five are post
marked with a 26mm double circle containing an 1862 year date (Figure 8). All stamps not
canceled with the circular datest amp are canceled with a circular grid containing seven
thin bars. In addition, there is a single cover franked with one and three cent 1861 stamps
prepaying postage and the collection fee to the Brooklyn post office on February 27, 1862
(the earliest recorded 26mm CDS), but apparently too late for the mails until the next day,
when the old-style 32mm postmark of February 28 was applied (Figure 9).

Figure 9. 1862 to the mails use with 1C and 3C 1861 stamps + 32 and 26mm CDS.
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Recently we received the above cover as a consignment to our Western Cover
auction which Is to be held on September 15 of this year. The cover had just
been acquired by a California collector as part of a new find. Now, the cover
looks ordinary enough until one checks the date - New York, September 15 of
1849. I knew that the date was extremely early and some research yielded the
following Information - the New York Herald of September 4, 1849 contained
this notice:

Adams & Co's Calif. Express. The subscribers respectfully give
notice that they have extended their Express to Calif. and will transmit letters,
parcels, packages, species, etc. etc., to San Francisco via the Isthmus of
Panama by every steamer for Chagres sending a special agent through each
trip who will tske charge of our freight and attend In person to Its Immediate
delivery. Our first express will leave N. Y. on Sept. 15th, In the steamer Empire
City, under the direction of Mr. D. H. Haskell who has for several years been
favorably known to the public as a clerk In our Boston office and who has been
admitted as a partner to reside In S.F. and have the entire control of our
business there.

Since the letter states "I have just learned of a private opportunity of writing
you by the Steamer which leaves this noon of Chagres," this was on that first
trip. Additionally, It Is the earliest known transcontinental Western Express
cover since Adams was the first to provide service to California.

An "ordinary" cover? Not so ordinary!

Annual Auction Subscription $15

.L ROBERTG.
"'(~KAUFMANN

P.O. Box 1895
540 Colfax Road
Wayne Township
N.J. 07470

(2CI) 831 -1772

Postal History
Auctions

Private Treaty, References Please

Our Experience Will Make a Difference for You
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor
A WRAPPER USED TO ENGLAND
The cover show n in the accompanying photo was reported last yea r by Robson

Lowe. It is a wrapper postmarked DANVILLE ILL. JUN 14, 1859, addressed to Anderby,
near Alford in Lincolnshire, where it was received July 3.

Wrapper mailed June 14,
1859, to England

The stamps are an 1857 I¢ type V and a 3¢ type I. The 4¢ rate charged is confusing
to interpret. The 1859 List of Post Offices in the United States.. .and Laws and Regulations
of the Post Office Department (p. 79 of the latter) in the table of postages to foreign coun
ties, for Great Britain, under printed matter, lists the newspaper rate as 2¢ and "Pamphlets
per ounce" as "(a)." Footnote (a) reads: "Pamphlets and periodicals 2 cents each, if not
weighing over two ounces, and 4 cents an ounce, or fraction of an ounce, if they exceed
two ounces, to be collected in all cases in the United States."

Article XVII in the 1848 U.S.-G.B . Postal Convention dealt with periodicals and
stipulated that no accounts were to be kept, items should be sent in bands open at sides or
ends for easy inspection, and subjec t to the laws and regulation s of both countries. The ar
ticle continues: "The rates to be levied in Great Britain, as well on the above -mentioned
works addressed to the United States, as on those from the United States addressed to
Great Britain , shall be as follows: 1st. For every work not excee ding 2 oz. in weight, one
penny. 2nd. For every work above 2 oz. in weight, and not excee ding 3 oz., six pence ."
The rates progress 2d for each ounce or fraction to the maximum 16 ounces. The article
concludes: "The rates to be levied by the post-office of the United States on similar works,
addressed to or coming from the United States, shall not exceed the rates to be charged in
the United Kingdom. " Article XVIII provide s that printed pamphlets to 8 oz. be treated as
Art. XVII.

It is evident that the rate scale in both countries severely penal ized periodical s over 2
oz., presumabl y to discourage the mailing of heavy papers.
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To inc ur a rate of 4¢ , the wrapper must have contained two items not over 2 oz. each.
This wo uld accord with the ms. 2d due and with the requirem ent for corres pondence of
rates.

Th ere is some writing in pen cil on the back of the wra pper; thi s mu st have been
added afte r receipt or at a later dat e , as an y writing present at the tim e of postin g wo uld
have subjected the mailing to lett er rates.

Su san M. McDonald
MORE ABOUT THE DEAD LETTER OFFICE, CIRCA 1859
Some rather interesting document s have shown up that shed some light on the inter

na l affairs of the Dead Letter Office in 1859. First is a report on " Mino r Dead Letters" for
June 1859 by a Dead Lett er Office clerk , probably one Israel Uncaphe r. as it acco mpanies
a co py of a lett er to Unc aphe r from Horati o K ing , Ist Asst. PMG, da ted 14 Feb . 1860.

" Mi nor lett er s" is one of those terms of which postal historians suspec t had some
what different me anings in the Dead Lett er O ffice at di fferent per iod s, but the Jun e report
seems to indicate that in 1859 they were lett er s with enc losures with value but not as nego
tiable items suc h as money or jewelry. e tc .

Th e second document , a lett er draft , is in the same handwriting as the Min or Dead
Lett er report , that of Uncapher or his clerk :

Dead Letter Office. Dec. 30, 1859

Sir:

I have co nsidered the letter of Mr. O ' Brien, Clerk of the Dead Lett er Office, dat
ed Sept. 30, 1845. which you have done me the honor to refer to me for my opinion
thereon , and beg to inform you that my three years ex perience in this office leads me to
the conclusion that owing to the prepayment system. and other changes , there is but lit
tle in that letter which is now applicable to the existing state of things in this Office,
though at that time his suggestions were do ubtless valuable and wort hy of considera 
tion.

I will submit for your co nsidera tion, my views of the subject offered to me.
The openers should be instructed to preserve all lett ers co ntaining money, of

co urse . and all other letters co ntaining anything of appare nt value, and should hastily
scan all manuscr ipt letters they open, to asce rta in if a note, check, Draft, Receipt or or
der be written upon it, as is sometimes the case . The Minor letters being taken to the
room where they are sent out for delivery. should be all carefully examined by the cor 
responding cle rk of the Dead Letter Off ice, and assorted. those mani festly worthless
thrown away, and those which cannot or need not be returned to the wri te rs. filed .

Lett ers which are of suffic ient va lue to preserve at all , ought in all cases where
possible be sent out for del ivery, leaving as few as possible to be filed for future appli
cat ion.

Dur ing the past summer and fall the old files of Court papers. Insurance Policies
and letters (exce pting those in the cases in the cellar and in the 3rd story) have been re
examined. and a large proportion of them destroyed - and yet in my op inion too large
a number of them preserved. The packages of misce llaneous articles have been sold.
and the Daguerreotypes to the number of over 3000. indexe d and filed alph abetically
and consec utively as to number.

Referring to Mr. 0 'B rien 's letter in its order, I would say:
I. Deeds - To be always sent out. If mailed by a Recorder and apparently misdi

rected , to be sent to the person addressed if he can be found. If sent to the Recorder
who mailed them and aga in returned, to be then sent to the P.O. nearest which the prop
erty there in described seems to be, or perhaps first send a letter of inquiry to that office.
2. Deeds signed in part to be return ed to the person who mailed them . 3. Deeds. or oth
er papers not signed, to be destroyed of course. Mortgages, Releases. Agreements, and
other papers of that character to be treated same as Deeds.
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4. Commissions from Governors of States, to be return ed in all cases.
5. Bills of Exchange. Draft s. Checks . Orders , Treasury Warrants. and Certifi

cates of Deposit, to be returned in all cases where practicable to the writers, Except ing
Second Bills of Exch. mailed from foreign countries, which are refused by persons ad
dressed on account of postage, which may [be] destroyed, or filed.

6. Certificates? If of any importan ce to be return ed to writers.
7. Receipts and Bills of Sale to be returned to writers.
8. Notes of Hand , To be return ed in all cases to writers or owners.
9. Cash, In all cases to be entered on books, where $ 1. or more, and returned to

writers or owners, of course, excep t in special cases.
10. Policies of Insurance. It is unnecessary to file them, as they are so rarely ap

plied for. They should either be returned or destroyed.
II. Powers ofAttorney. In all cases should be returned.
12. Bills of Lading. Are so numerous and of so little value that they are now not

preserved by openers - are very rarely applied for.
13. Court Papers. Those which are merely copies of Court Records and may

readily be duplicated or supplied aga in from the Court Records may all be destroyed . It
is now the custom to destroy all copies of Summons & Complaint, copies of Notice of
Action , copies of Peti tions, copies of Answers and other similar papers. Sealed Deposi
tions should be return ed unopened. Commissions to take Deposition s not executed may
be destroyed. Original papers, Executions or Writs, or any other legal papers or docu
ments, which are of value should be returned.

Certified Copies of Deeds, Wills, etc. being generally resuppli ed to the parties
before they could reach them through the Dead Letter Office are not thought worth pre
serving.

The old Dead Letters which are filed in the case s in the cellar and in the 3rd story
are unfortunately arranged accordin g to the States to where directed, and, in such man
ner as to be entirely inaccessible should any of them ever be applied for, which is quite
improbable, and might as well be destroyed en masse as to remain in their present ar
range ment. I think , however, they should be reexamined, if possibl e, by the Corre
sponding Clerk, and such as may be of possible value, properly filed, and all others de
stroyed.

Miscellaneous Packages should be returned when practicable, but those which
cannot be sent out should be carefully filed in appropriate cases and indexed. Packages
of value or of pecul iar interest to the owners, the corres 'g clerk should send letters of
inquiry in regard to, and they should not be perm itted to accumulate more than neces
sary. Packages worth say less than $ 1. unless of peculiar interest, might be filed away
for sale promiscuously, unless they can be readily & easily restored to the owners.

All Gift Enterprise Tickets are now destroyed. Lottery Tickets are usually filed,
but are so rarely applied for that it is not thought necessary to continue to preserve
them.

I estimate that according to the present usage of the Office, when so few letters
are filed, the number to be returned would of course be greatly increased, and would
amount to perhaps about 15,000 annually, which would keep two expert mailing clerks
industriously employed throughout the year.

There is another class of letters in my opinion worthy of attenti on - Letters for
foreign countries which are mailed in good faith and unpaid, or only paid in part should
be at once returned to the Dead Letter Office, and opened, and those containing valu
able enclosures returned to the writers as other valuable letters, and those containing no
[valuable] enclosures should generally also be return ed to the Postmasters for delivery
to the writers, but need not be entered on the Dead Letter Office Registers. All letters
which cannot be forwa rded for want of proper direction should be immediately re
turned , not with other dead letters, but in a special return, and should in most cases
whether valuable or not be return ed to the writers, those not valuable not being regis
tered.

The adoption of this suggestion would however greatly increase the dut ies of the
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corr'g clerk , as I estima te the number of this class of letters to be examined and
returned at about 3000 to 5000 per annum.

Letters Held for Postage should be opened and carefully examined soon as possi
ble after their reaching the Dead Letter Office, and the valuable ones restored to the
writers to persons add ressed soon as practicable.

Thi s le tt e r, a matter of s ix manu script pages , is e ndo rsed " Re port of/I.
Uncapher/Chief Clerk , D.L.O.ITo 3d Ass't P.M. Gen 'I 1859." The occasional deletions
and inserts seem to indicate that it was Uncapher's composition copy, retained by him and
surviving as private papers to enter the philatelic world.

Richard B. Graham
SAILINGS OF THE UNITED STATES MAIL

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

(Con tinued from Chronicle 146:104)

1853: Arrivals of Mail Steamships at the Port of New York from Panama and Nicaragua

(Co ntinued)

Nov. 6, 1853. N.Y. Herald. NEW ORLEANS, Nov. 5, 1853. The S.S. Daniel Webster has arrived at
the Southwes t Pass with advices to the 16th of Oct. She reports that the Star of the West arrived out
on the 3 1st ult. and started on the return trip on the afternoo n of the same day. The Daniel Webster
brings passengers, gold etc., rece ived by the Steamer Sierra Nevada from San Francisco on the 16th
ult. The Golden Gate and Uncle Sam sailed on the same day for Panama. The passage was made be
tween San Francisco and New Orleans in 2 1 days.

Nov. 10, 1853, N.Y. Herald . ARRIVAL OF THE STAR OF TH E WEST. Th is S.S. from San Juan
on the eve ning of the 3 1st ult. , with passengers etc., reached here 12 o 'clock last night. She brings
San Francisco dates by the S.S. Sierra Nevada on the Pacific side to the 16th of Oct.

Nov. II , 1853, NY. Herald. ARRIVAL OF TH E GEORGE LAW. This S.S. from Aspinwall on the
31st ult., arrive d at quarant ine yesterday noon . She brings Ca lif. mails of Oct. 16th, passengers, etc.

Nov. 29, 1853, NY. Herald. ARRIVAL OF THE S.S . ILLINOIS . The Mail S.S. Illinois arri ved early
last eve ning from Aspinwall whence she sai led on the 19th inst., bringing passengers etc., which left
San Francisco on the 1st inst.

Nov. 30, 1853, N Y. Herald . ARRIVAL OF THE PROMETHEUS . Th is S.S. arr ived yesterday from
San Juan de Nicaragua. She bring s San Franci sco dates of Nov. Ist. Her passengers left San Francis
co per S.S. Cor tes, arr iving at San Juan del Sud on the 12th. The Prometheus left San Jua n on the
17th, stopping at Hava na for coa l which port she entered at sunr ise on the 22nd, leaving again at I I
A.M . on the 23rd, The Steamer Pacific of the Nicaragua Line, arrived at San Franci sco on the 3 1st,
in 25 days from New York. Her letters were answered by the Cortes leaving on the lst inst.

Dec. 8, 1853 N.Y. Herald. ARR[VAL OF THE DANIEL WEBSTER AND EL DORADO AT NEW
ORLEANS. The S.S . Daniel Webster from San Juan, Nic. with Calif. dates to the 16th Nov., is be
low. She reports the S.S . Star of the West left San Juan on the 1st inst., for New York . The S.S. EI
Dorad o from Aspinwa ll is also below and reports that the George Law with Calif. mails etc., left
Aspinwa ll on the 1st inst. for New York. The S.S. Golden Gate arr ived up at San Francisco Nov.
16th.

Dec. [3, 1853, N Y. Herald. ARRIVAL OF THE GEORGE LAW. The U.S. Mai[ S.S. George Law
arrive d here yeste rday morn ing from Aspinwa ll whence she sailed on the 1st inst. The George Law
brin gs mail , passengers, etc ., which left San Franc isco on the 16th ult., in the Steamer John L.
Stephens.

N.Y. Herald . Dec. 13, 1853. The S.S. Star of the West. Th is S.S. which left San Juan on the 1st inst.,
with same dates from Cal if. as the George Law, has been compe lled to put into Norfolk for coal.
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Dec. 25, 1853. N .Y. Herald. The S.S . Northern Light arrived at one yesterday from San Juan del
Norte whence she sailed on the 16th inst. The Northern Light connected with the Sierra Nevada
which left San Francisco on the 1st inst. , for New Orleans and New York. The Winfield Scott left
San Franci sco for Panama on the 1st inst.

Dec. 28, 1853. NY. Herald. DESTR UCTION OF THE PACIFIC MAIL STEAMER WINFIELD
SCOTI. PASSENGERS & TR EASURE SAVED. The Mail S .S . Winfield Sco tt which left San
Francisco on the Ist of Dec. for Panama went ashore on the following day on the coast of Santa
Barbara and is a total loss. Passengers and treasure were all saved.

Advertised Sailings of Regular U.S. Mail Steamships
from New York to Panama

January 1, 1853 to December 31,1853

NEWS: N Y. Herald , Jan. 3. 1853. The latest from Havana messages of the smallpox. Sailing of
Empire City for New York , etc. Charleston, Jan. 2, 1853. The U.S. Mail Steamship Isabel arrived
here last night having left Havana on the morning and Key West the evening of the 30th ult. Small
pox was raging frightfully at Havana. The U.S. Mail Steamship Empire City from New Orleans
sailed for New York on the 30th.

To San Fran cisco , N Y. Herald , Jan. 3, 1853, U.S. Mail S .S . Co. Departure date , Jan . 5, 1853,
Steamship Georgia via Aspinwa ll and Panama , connecting with Pac. Mail S. S. Co.'s regular steam
er at Panama for San Francisco.

For Californi a & Oregon Via Aspinwall & Panama. N.Y. Herald , Jan. 7, 1853, U. S. Mail S. S. Co.
Departure date, Jan. 20, 1853, S .S . Illinois, connecting with S .S . Golden Gate for San Francisco.

To San Francisco. NY. Herald , Jan. 7, 1853, U.S. Mail S. S. Co. Departure date, Jan. 12, 1853, S.S .
Empire City via Aspinwall, connecting with Pac. Mail S. S. Co.'s steamer for San Francisco.

NEWS ITEM. The S .S . Illinois with one day 's late news from Cal ifornia was at anchor in the Bay
yesterday afte rnoo n, detained there by the violent snow storm. She will likely get up this morni ng.
(no date , probably Jan. 13, 1853).

NEWS ITEM. NY. Herald , Jan. 14, 1853. From California: Arrival of the S. S. Illinois and Califor
nia mail. The S. S. Illinois, Capt. H. J. Hartstein, from Aspinwall, whence she sailed the 3rd inst.,
arrived the II th, lower bay, reaching her wharf yesterday. The ship touched Kingston, Jamaica, on
the 5th, leav ing same day. She brings Californ ia mails, specie and passengers which left San Fran
cisco on Dec. 16, in the Pacific Mail S. S. Tennessee. The Illinois arrived at Sandy Hook 5:30 Jan.
II , and because of fog anchoring for the night; due to the bursting of a cylinder however was de
tained another day. The ship will go to Dry Dock for repair.

For California via Aspinwall & Panama. N.Y. Herald , Jan. IS, 1853, U.S. Mail S. S. Co. Departure
date, Jan. 20, 1853, S .S . Ohio, connecting with Pac. Mail S. S. Golden Gate at Panama for San
Francisco .

To San Francisco via Havana. N.Y. Herald, Jan . 23, 1853, U.S. Mail S .S . Co. Departure date, Jan.
27, 1853, S.S . Crescent City via S.S. EI Dorado from Havana for Aspinwall and Panama and con
necting with Pac. Mail S. S. California at Panama for San Francisco.

For California & Oregon via Aspinwall & Panama. N.Y. Herald , Jan. 2 1, 1853, U.S. Mail S .S. Co.
Departure date, Feb. 5, 1853, S .S. Georg ia, connecting with Pac. Mail S .S . Co.'s regular steamer at
Panama for San Franc isco.

(To be continued)
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LETTERS OF COLD
by Jesse L. Coburn

The absorbing story of the mails in California from
Spanish control to 1869. Emphasis is placed on the Gold
Rush period: mail routes by sea and overland, express
companies and their markings, illustrated envelopes
and letter sheets, and postal markings on stampless
and stamped mail.

Over 1,250 photographs, with 16 pages in color.ulus
trate this fascinating chapter in our nation's history.
Hardbound, 400 pages.

Winner of Gold for Literature
in all competitions entered:

THREE INTERNATIONAL AND TWO NATIONAL GOLDS
A bargain at $35.00 postpaid

from
u.s.ac.s., 2030 Glenmont Dr. NW, Canton, Ohio 44708
BUILDING YOUR COLLECTION

12¢ 1869 (117) to France.
INSUFFICIENTLY PAID.
PFC Cert, Beauty $1,250.

The rarity offered here is one of many availab le to
seriou s collectors wh o seek the bes t. We can h elp you

reach you r collecting goa ls by quietly locating
virtually any major United States s tam p or cover.

$ c:~~;~;v~e~~;;;n.$
PHI LA TELl ceo N S U LT ANT
BOX 342 DA NBURY, CT 06810 (203) 743-5291

Life M ember A PS, ASDA , Philatelic FOUII . , Classics Soc. • Balik Letter of Credit A vail.
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
A TEN CENTS 1861 TURNED COVER
KENNETH D. GILBART

As a collector of the 1O¢ 1861 issue I am always on the lookout for eye-appealing or
unusual covers. The cover pictured, front and back, presently resides in the collection of
Jerry Schwimmer of Los Angeles and certainly qualifies as unusual. It may not be eye-ap
pealing at first blush, but in many years of searching and looking, I have never seen a 1O¢
turned cover until this one.

In a strict sense, this envelope is not "turned" in the same way so many Confederate
covers are, i.e., opened inside out and then readdressed. This envelope was evidently taken
apart and reglued, as may be seen from the portions of the flaps.

The turned cover, its first side of usage shown in Figure I, was originally mailed at
Unionville, Ct., on October 25 (1862) with a 1O¢ type II 1861 stamp to prepay the 1O¢
"across the Rockies" rate to the west coast. As shown in Figures 1 and 3, the cover has
been opened out so that both sides show, so the top edge crease appears as a dark shadow
in Figure 1 and also is apparent in Figure 3.

Figure 1. Original side of turned cover, as sent from Unionville, Ct., on Oct. 25, 1862, ad
dressed to a soldier in the 5th California Volunteer Infantry "Via San Francisco" but with
no specific location in the address. The cover, marked " FREE" and "Forwarded," the lat
ter in a fancy scroll at San Francisco, was sent to the 5th California at Camp Drum near
San Pedro, now part of Los Angeles. There, it was readdressed to follow the 5th CVI to
Fort Yuma.

The original side of the turned cover is addressed to "Mr. Josiah L. Hull/Head Quar
ters 5th Inft Cal. Vol. Co. HI Via San Francisco, Cal," although, since the writing of the
address is not only faint, but some of it has been crossed out, it won't all show in Figure 1.
The sender, knowing the addressee's military unit , but not his location, simply left it up to
the San Francisco post office to locate him, which as it turned out, was done but not with
out considerable trouble.

Under an Act of Congress passed in the summer of 1861, and announced to Post
masters by an item in U.S. Mail & Post Office Assistant for August 186 1 (Col. 5, page 42
of the Collectors Club of Chicago reprint) letters addressed to soldiers who had been trans-
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ferred to anoth er location in compliance with official orders cou ld be forwarded free . At
that time, no other type of mail, exce pt that sent under the free frank of an official with the
privilege, could be forwarded without adding another full rate of postage.

As of October 1862, Sacramento and San Francisco were the distributin g post of
fices on the west coast, so the San Franci sco office evidently had information as to the lo
cat ions of west coast military units avai lab le. When the cover arrived, it was promptly
readdressed to "Camp Drum - San Pedro ," and the "Via San Franci sco" crossed out. The
date in the original Unionville , Ct ., postma rk was struck over with a grid and a San Fran
cisco postma rk, with date logos poorl y arranged and partially inverted, of Nov. 18, 1862,
applied. "FREE" and fancy "Forwarded" hand stamps were also app lied at this time, and
the letter sent on to Camp Drum .

Camp Drum was an arm y post serv ing the Los Angel es area near Wilmington ,
which, with San Pedro, may be found in toda y 's maps just west of Long Beac h. Camp
Drum, known as Drum Barracks after December 1863, was used as a supply post and
mustering camp during the Civi l War, troop s being organ ized there and, together with sup
plies, sent on to other posts for service in the field. (See the map in Figure 2, upper left ar
row.) According to some references, this post was established in 1860, probably as a state
militia post. Pruc ha 's Military Posts of the United States lists it, but states it was estab
lished Jan . I, 1862 - probably the date it was taken over by the War Department.

Figure 2. Map, taken from Johnson's Family Atlas of 1863, showing locations of San Pe
dro and Fort Yuma.

The cover received one more endorsement at Camp Drum to arrive at its final state,
the "Camp Drum" being marked out and "Fort Yuma" written as a new forwarding desti
nat ion for soldier Hull. The cover was then sent on, probably by milit ary courier in the ab
sence of mail service at that time , to Fort Yuma, Cal.

Fort Yuma, as may be seen by the map of Figure 2, was located in the very southeast
comer of California on the Colorado River, roughly across from where Yuma, Ariz., now
stands . Thi s was about 600 miles from San Francisco as a crow flies, but the letter trave led
a far more circ uitous and longer, harsher route.

Fort Yuma had been originally established in 1850 to protect the southern em igrant
route to Ca lifornia, and the later Butterfield Overland Route came that way as may be seen
by the notation on the map in Figure 2, take n from a Johnson Atla s of 1863 .

There is no indication as to when or where addressee Hull received the letter, but
that he did is shown by his having turned the cover over and addressed it back to Con-
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necticut. The new addres s is to "Mrs . Julia A . Holcombe/Tariffville/Hartford
Count y/Conn." and a 1O¢ 1861 stamp was used to prepay the postage. The cover is post
marked with a Los Angeles cds dated April 10, obviously 1863.

In the same handwriting as the address is written up the left hand edge of the cover,
"Volunteers Epistle to the Tariff- Villian s." The actual origin of the cover for its return trip
probably was well east of Fort Yuma, which will be discussed later, but it was sent back to
Los Angeles by military pouch. Presumably, the 10¢ stamp was either placed on the letter
by Pvt. Hull , the sender, or was bought after carriage to Los Angele s (with Hull's money?)
by the military and placed on the cover there . Mint postage stamps were usuall y hard to
come by and harder to preserve in the field in the Civil War, and most of the covers from
the "California Column" to which the 5th California and Hull were assigned sent their
mai l collect with soldier's letter endorsements. (See Chronicle 63:112-13, Augu st 1969,
for another such cover.)

Figure 3. The return side of t he cover, with a 10c stamp postmarked at Los Angeles on
Ap ril 10 (1863) . The cover, addressed to Connecticut, probably to the soldier's mother,
was sent from the Tucson area (where the 5t h CVI was stationed) by military cou rier to
Los Angeles where it was placed in the U.S. mail.

The poss ibility also remains that the stamp used to mail the cover back east had been
enclosed in the letter when Hull received it.

The location where Hull received his letter and addre ssed it back to Con necticut can
be said to have probably been Tucson, Arizona Terri tory, from a combination of Hull's
military and pension records and the history of the 1st and 5th California Volunteer In
fantry Regi ments, to which he belonged.

Veterans Admini stration Regional Office records in San Diego, under file XC-02
666-824, include data on both Hull and his widow. He was the son of Ledgard (or Led
yard?) 1. Hull and Jul ia Andrews. It seems possible that the address back to Connecticut is
under a nam e after she had remarried, Julia A. Holcomb. Hull enli sted as a private on
November 25 , 1861, in Company E, Ist Regiment, California Volunteers, but later trans
ferred to Company H of the 5th California Volunteer Infantry Regiment.

Five regiments of volunteer infantry were organi zed in California in late 1861, but
only the Ist and 5th Infantry Regim ent s and the Ist Californ ia Cavalry composed Col.
James H. Carleton 's "California Column" that marched throu gh the southern desert back
over the Overland mail route, capturing posts as it went, and eventually reached the Rio
Grand e at Mesilla , Texas.
172 Chronicle 147 I August 1990 I Vol. 42, No.3



Hull was mustered out at Fort Seld en . New Mexico. on Sept. 15. 1866 , but apparent
ly stayed on there as a c ivilian cle rk in the co mmissary. He marri ed Ca rlota So sallo in
1868 at Las Cruces, N.M., and they had at least three children. Hull d ied at Silver Cit y,

.M.; his wife lived to be ove r 90 and died in 1948 in New York Cit y.
The actual da te of Hull's tran sfer from the I st California Vol. Inf. to Company "H"

of the 5th isn' t certain, altho ugh from the ori gina l address of the cove r. it had to have been
before the fa ll of 1862. In Dyer 's Compendium, wh ich provides cap sule histories of every
Federal regim ent in the Civi l war, the I st Ca lifornia was occupying Forts Bliss and Qui t
man in Texas and Messi lla , Ariz., in late 1862. The 5th Ca lifornia was split up am ong sev
eral posts along the old overland mai l route, but in December 1862, Companies C and H
were at Fort Yuma (co nfirming the address pro vided by the San Fran cisco post office on
the cover) and other companies were stationed as far east as Tucson and Fort Bowie. Ari
zona , at Apache Pass in the Chiricahu a Mountain s. But none were there long.

In May 1863, whic h was some weeks after the cover had been returned , Co. H of the
5th Ca liforni a was at Tucson , where they had been sent with Co. C in February. So , it
seems prob able that, to have been postmarked at Los Angeles on April 10, 1863, the cover
was sent back from Tucso n shortly after Hull 's company arr ived there. Whether he had re
cei ved the co ver wh ile still at Fort Yuma and carried it wi th him or whether it did n' t ca tch
up with him until he arriv ed at Tucson isn 't known, but the for mer seems slightly more
likely.

Several peop le have been of help in figuring out the travel s of this most interesting
cover. Jer ry Schw immer permitted us to photograph and examine it; Frank Q. Newton pro
vided the photographs and Basil Pearce, Richard Graham and others dug up data to he lp
ex plain it.
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SHADES OF THE THREE CENT GRILLS, 1867-69
MICHAEL C. McCLUNG

Th e first grilled three cent Washington s were issued in August 1867. and their distri 
bution to post offices continued until March 20, 1869. when the pictorial design s were re
leased . The grills on the three cent fall into seven ca tego ries which are listed below:

A gr ill - all ove r. points up
B gr ill - 22 x 18 rows. points up
C gr ill - 16 to 17 x 18 to 2 1 rows. po ints up
Z gr ill - 13 to 14 x 17 to 18 rows. po ints do wn
D gr ill - 15 x 17 to 18 rows. points down
E gr ill - 14 x 15 to 17 rows. poin ts down
F grill - I I to 12 x 15 to 17 rows. point s down
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The feature that distinguishes the Z grill from all the other "points dow n" grills is
that the tips of the pyramids are horizontal ridges. With the 0 , E and F grills, the tips are
vertical ridges.

Much of the information in this article was derived from a co lor study of the entire
issue of the three cent 1861 recentl y completed by this writer. For years I had tried to put
together a color chart by arranging stamps into groups of similar shades, but I found my
self with over 100 shades that could not be organized in a way that made any sense. So I
started over with a completely different approach which turned out to be quite satisfac tory
and very satisfy ing. The procedure went as follows:

I) I gathered all the year-dated three cent 1861 cove rs I could find (several thou
sand).

2) I arranged them in chronological order.
3) I found that eac h shade fell into a particular time period with the exception of a

few strays, and I grouped the covers into these "time period shades ."
4) I arranged the groups into chro nological order by earliest use.
5) I found loose stamps that were good examples of each "time period shade" and

con structed a chronological color chart.
In going through this exercise, I found that the shades had broader ranges (from pale

to deep ) than I had previously thought , so what I had considered to be separa te shades
were actually from different ends of the same shade range. This allowed me to consolidate
my color chart to about 50 shades, includi ng seven grilled shades .

From August 1867 through March 1868, the three cent stamps were produced in a
dull rose shade which is somew hat blurry, as if printed on dry paper. The dull rose shade is
the same as Scott 's "rose" under all the listings of grilled three cent stamps. Th is shade
comes from a large printing and varies a good bit in both brightness and depth. All of the
A, B, C, Z and 0 grilled three cent stamps were printed in this shade only, as were the ear
ly printings of the E and F grills . It is good to bear this in mind when identifying one of
the early grills or an early usage of an E or F grill. Ungrilled stamps were issued in this
shade durin g the same period.

In early April 1868, a pale rose shade (listed by Scott under #88) appeared; it is not a
faded state of the dull rose, but a distinct shade . It is more of a true rose , and it can be fair
ly intense. Thi s was a small print ing, with most dated copies being from April, May and
early June. The pale rose shade is found only with the E grill and on ungrilled stamps is
sued at the same time. We have seen one stamp (gri lled) in this shade printed on a thick ,
soft blotter paper; the only other grilled stamp we have seen on this paper is a one cent
dull blue E grill.

Also, in early April 1868 , a small quantity of the E grills was produced on a brown
red shade (not listed by Scott ). Most of these stamps seem to have been used up by the end
of the month.

The next shade for the E grill was lake red (Scott #88a), a distinctive dark color, sim
ilar to the carmine rose of early 1862. Thi s shade was in use primarily in May 1868 and is
found only with the E grill; it was followed in June and July by a retu rn to the ear lier dull
rose shade.

Starting in July 1868, we also see the E grill on the common rose red shade (listed
by Scott under #88 and #94) which was in use for well over a year. The only other shade
for the three cent E grill is a small quantit y of dull red (not listed by Scott ) stamps which
appeared in mid to late July 1868.

In late March to early to mid April 1868, it is probable that a second grilling ma
chine was put into concurrent service, and it produced F grills. The first three cent stamps
run through this machine were printed in the early dull rose shade. An F gr ill in the dull
rose shade is somewhat scarce, and most dated copies are from April or May 1868.
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brown red

lake red
E grill

du l l r os e
------- - - - - - - - - -- - --- - - - - - ------ - - - - - ---- - - - - - sp l i t

F grill

Figure 1. Suggested split of the stack of three cent stamps between the two grilling ma
chines showing how different shades were being grilled and issued at the same time.

The next shade for the F grills was the common rose red which was used for well
over a year starting in May 1868. There was a brief appearance by the brown red shade in
July 1868; this is the same shade that was associated with the E grills in April 1868.

In August 1868, the other common F gr ill shade , ora nge red (Scott 's "red" under
#94), was issued, and its use continued into 1870. As with the E gr ill we find a small
quantit y of F grills in the dull red shade, but the dull red F grills were used in early 1869,
not in July 1868 as were the E grills.

Both E and F grills were bein g produ ced simultaneously for about four months,
starting in mid April 1868, but they were being distributed in differ ing shades . This means
that the grilling machine operators were working from separate stacks of sheets. Probably,
a single stack of sheets was taken to be grilled; it was then split between the two machines.
The diagram in Figure I represents the first stack of sheets to be split and a possible expla
nation for the sequence of appeara nce of the E and F grill shades.

E grill

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --------------- - --------- split
rose red

F grill

brown red

Figure 2. The second batch of three cent stamps split between the two grilling machines.
Chronicle 147 / August 1990 / Vol. 42. No.3 175



I
dUll r e d I E

. grill

-- - - - - - - -- - ---------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - split

rose red

F grill

Figure 3. The third batch of three cent stamps split between the two grilling machines.

As would be ex pec ted, the most recently printed shee ts are on top of the stack, with
earlier printings below, and the remaind er of the du ll rose stamps are at the bottom of the
three cent layers. When the split was made, the stamps on top of the F grill stack were dull
rose, and those at the top of the E grill stack were brown red. This is why the two grilling
mach ines were simultaneously prod ucing three cent stamps of diffe rent shades . The dia
gram in Figure 2 represents the second batch of stamps taken to be gr illed, about May I
1868.

Brown red is the shade on the bottom of this stack, because it is the earl iest shade in
this batch . In the first diagram , brown red is on top, because it was the latest shade of that
batch . The batch in the first diagram was taken to be grilled while the brown red stamps
were being printed. The third batch to be split probably was delivered to the grilling ma
chines about July I, 1868; it is represented by the diagra m in Figure 3.

Th is diagram follow s the "first in. last out" pattem established in the first two dia
grams. Thi s pattem should con tinue with eac h subsequent batch. Someti me in late July or
early August 1868, the E gri ll roller was filed down to prod uce F gri lls, and the next batch
of stamps (Figure 4) to be grilled was split between two F gr ill machines. There seem to
be some subtle differences between F grill s prod uced by the two rollers. but further study
is required to clearly defi ne the variations .

F grill
#1

orange red
- - ------------------------ - - - ---------- - - - -- - - spli t

F grill
#2

dull red

Figure 4. The fourth batch of three cent stamps split between the two grilling machines.
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Figure 5. Approximate periods of usage for the three cent grills and their shades.

Addit iona l stacks of three cent stamps in the orange red shade were probably taken
to be gri lIed in late 1868. The diagram s presented in Figures 1-4 express one possible ex
planation for the sequence of appearance of the shades of the three cent E and F grilIs.
Other fac tor s which affect the shuffl ing of the deck include recombining of the stacks
from the two machines, as well as gumming and perforating operation s.

The chart in Figure 5 shows the general period of usage for the shades on each of the
grills. Of course there will always be a few "strays" that falI outside these time periods.

The later shades (rose red and orange red) were used throughout 1869 and into 1870.
The B grilI is not shown on the chart because only one cover has bee n found; this makes it
di fficu lt to establish a per iod of usage.

Thanks to BilI Herzog, who, a few years ago, sent me his list of earliest know n us
ages of the three cent grills. We welco me any informa tion conce mi ng the grills and their
usage.
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Many collectors are surprised when they look through my inven
tory and find much more than fancy cancels. All of the areas listed in
this ad are covered. Of course many collectors are not surprised at all.
These are collectors who have already added to their collections by let
ting me know their particular needs. It is a good feeling to see an
award winning exhibit and to know that I have contributed.

Many of the covers and stamps that I offer to collectors only have
to be offered once. This group of collectors see items that are not pho
tographed or advertised for sale but sent to them for their considera
tion. Much of the material that I place into collections comes directly to
me from collectors.

LETTER ON FILE

"1 have come to appreciate the help I receive from friends like you
... It seems that some of the less scrupulous dealers seize the opportu
nity to take financial advantage once they learn what you are working
on. A few lean over backward to help as you have done and this is both
a tremendous help and a great encouragement and a pleasure to expe
rience."

How may I add to your collection?

EDWARD HINES

POST OFFICE BOX 2177

DANBURY, CT 06813

203-743-6707

SELECT STAMPS AND COVERS OF THE 19TH CENTURY
FANCY CANCELS AND POSTAL HISTORY

STAMPLESS * FOREIGN DESTINATIONS * RATES * MARKINGS
TERRITORIALS * ILLUSTRATED COVERS
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
RICHARD M. SEARING. Editor
THE TWO DOLLAR COLUMBIAN STAMP
RICHARD M . SEARING

The design for the Co lumbian $2 stamp was based on an 1841 paint ing by Ema nuel
Gott le ib Leut ze. Th e stamp is en titled "Columbus in Cha ins," but the painti ng is more ap
prop riately titled "The Third Return of Co lumbus." I Leut ze was born in Wu rtternberg,
Germany, in 1816, ca me to Phil adelp hia as a child, and died in Washin gton , D.C. , in 1868.
For many years, the location and ownership of the painting were in doubt , but the true
ow ner was revealed as Albert Talbot of Providence, R.I.! The painti ng does not show the
figures at e ither end of the issued stamp design . The paint ing may ha ve been cro pped, or
the stamp designer Ch arles Skinner may have added the ex tra figures for unkn own rea 
sons.

Figure 1. Plate Proof of $2 Columbian
stamp.

Columbus had many enemies envious of his auth orit y in the New Spain and of the
fact tha t he was not Sp ani sh . In 1500, he was arrested by the Ad mira l Don Francisco de
Bobadilla for a llegedly defrauding the crown and comm itting administra tive impro prieties .
The painting depi cts Columbus at San Dom ingo in 1500 under arres t and in cha ins before
embarking for Cadiz; thus the or igin of the stamp caption. In 1502 he was cleared of all
charges at Madrid and set sail for the fourth time to find a passage to the East Indies, re
turning to Sp ain in 1504. 3

Figure 2. Plate num
ber imprint block of
six of the $2 st am p.

""'UtiCA B.... OT£ CO M f' In.

I . "Masterwork Chec klist of U.S. Stam ps," Fine Artist Philatelist. Vol. II , No.3, 1965, p. 68 .
2. Postage Stamp s of the U.S.. Washington, D.C.. 1957, and L. G. Brookman, The United

States Postage Stamp s of the 19th Century. H. L. Lindqui st. 1966, Vol. III, p. 82.
3. P. Ham ilton , "U .S. Col umb ian Stamp s of Seventy Years Ago," Philatel ic Magazine, Vol.

7 1, Jan. 25, 1963, p. 50 .
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The U.S. Post Office circular of the period officially described the co lor of the $2
stamp, but it is more like a reddi sh brown or brown red shade . No design essays for the $2
stamp are listed in Clarence Brazer 's study, Essays fo r u.s.Adhesive Postage Stamps: It
is the only denomination of the series where this is true. The stamp was designed by Al
fred S. Major, the vignette was engraved by Charles Skinner, and the frame and lettering
were done by Douglas S. Ronald son.'

About 45,000 of the $2 denomination were orig inally printed , but an unknown num
ber were destroyed by the Post Office Depa rtment in 1898. The stamp was printed from a
single plate: AA 105, and Figure 2 shows a plate number imprint block of six.

Figure 3. Largest known block of the $2 Columbian stamp.

Apparently the largest surviving block is the one show n in Figure 3. I believe that
this block is the same one shown in Brookman, vol 3, p. 8 1, but for some reaso n, a piece
of the selvage has been removed at the left. To my knowledge , a full pane has not sur
vived.

Figure 4. Full series used on local NYC package front on Dec . 6, 1893.

4. C. Brazer, Essays for u.s.Adhesive Postage Stamps , Quarterman reprin t, 1977, p. 151.
5. L. Schriber, Designs , Designers. Engravers , Artists of u.s. Postage Stamps , A.P.S. reprint,

1963, p. 16.
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No blocks of four or pairs of the $2 stamp are known to me as used on cove r or
piece. Figure 4 shows the $2 value used on a portion of a registered packa ge wrapper, to
gether with the full Co lumbian set from N.Y.C. and addressed to Mr. C. Witt , 303 E. 86th
St., N.Y.C. on Dec. 6, 1893.

Thi s is one of the man y sets of Columbian stamps purchased by Mr. Witt and used
on mail, collectively and as singles or combinations up to the turn of the century.

98

(

t. ~",n.

Figure 5. Late usage from Chicago on official Fair stationery.

The mo st sought-after souvenirs were those mailed direct ly from the fairgro unds. I
have not found a presentable photo of one of these $2 covers. However, the next best thing
was usage on official stationery, regardle ss of date . Figure 5 illustrate s a $2 usage on the
corner card of the World 's Columbian Exhibition War Departmen t Exhibit mailed to
Washington, D.C. , on April 2, 1894 , after the World's Fair had closed.

Figure 6. Souvenir cover from
New York City to Germany.

Man y of the foreign visitors to the Fair bought the stamps and mai led them as sou
venirs to their homes or to relatives and friend s. Figure s 6 and 7 show regi stered mail to
Germany. The first letter was mailed from N.Y.C. to Halle, Germany, on March 13, 1894 ,
while the second was mailed nearl y one year later from Washington, D.C., to Vim, Ger
man y, on January 7, 1895. Most of this type of mail appears to have been sent to Germany
in contrast with other foreign destinations.

Referring to the earlier stamp fraud scheme in my $ 1 article (Chronicle 146:127), the
example in Figure 8 shows a phi latelic cover mailed to stamp dea lers from small towns. C.
F. Rochfuchs was a well-known Washington, D.C., stamp dealer of the era , and he used all
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Figu re 7. Washington, D.C., to Ulm, Germany, in 1895.

of the Columbian stamps at various times on mail from Oxford, Pa. , in the 1893-96 period.
New York City was not the only city where Columbian high values were used on lo

cal mailings. Figures 9 and 10 show local mail usages in San Francisco . The first is dated
January 29, 1894, and the second was mailed on August 6, 1894.

Figure 8. Overpaid usage to Washington, D.C., stamp dealer.

The last portion of this article continues the results of my cover census to record the
surviv ing covers/fron ts/wrappers bearing at least one copy of a dollar value Columbia n
stamp. The census is by no means complete and I welcome input data on covers not listed
herein. The data shown record the date, origin, destinatio n, other stamps, descriptive re
marks, and the source of the listing. Most covers have a photo, but some of those early
auctions have little or no data available. Owners, please fill this in.

Abbreviations have been liberally used to allow the data to print on a single line per
listing. The covers are filed by date with the year, month, and day. Dates shown as less
than 93 are late uses and are 1900s. They appear last in the listing. At present, I have
recorded 48 $2 stamp usages on cover, but I feel that at least another dozen covers are un
recorded. At the end of this series of studies, I will summarize the cover data for all the
dollar values that are recorded, so please contribute if you have dollar value Columbian
covers.
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COLUMBIAN $2 STAMPS USED ON COVER

Date Origin Destination Stamps Remarks Source

93/01/06 USGmn SeaPst Brmrhvn,Gmy none T oval "8"; NGL cc. Sg1452/ 748
93/01/06 NYC Brmrhvn,Gmy none C. c. NGL SS Co; "8" Wunsch coli
93/01/07 NYC NYC-Gmy none T NY duplex;Ms30481; SgI511/1272

mag bxd REG;fwd
93/03/25 Yonkers,NY ?, Gmy none T REG oval; prpl blk REG; JKfmn 136/ 533

CWitt cc front
93/04/06 NYC Wien,Aus none T REGduplex oval Hrmr 4/ 65-398
93/ 05/ 21 Crow Wing,Mn Pittsbgh,Pa 230-41,43-45 T Chicago P.O., 3-ring tgts; Sg1544/ 133

$5 st edg top
93/06/25 Prtlnd,Ore ?/? 230-41,E2,3 T eire twn canc. onU349 ent; dealer

no visible addr.;CTO?
93/07 / 17 Chicago N.Ulm,Gmy none T twn duplex SL; mourning cvr collector

addr Mjr. Miller
93/08/23 Chicago NYC none T WFS duplex canc; SL Sg1679/270

REGISTERED; numbered.
93/08/23 Chicago Chicago none T WFS duplex»1=, Morro portrait Sg1692/503

cc; (R.Lorkel
93/ 08/23 Chicago NYC none CWFcanc;red SL CWFReg 40566 Wunsch coli
93/ 09/22 NYC NYC none T NYCduplex Sta.P; O.G.Meyer &Co.Sgl511/1 271
93/ 10/ 04 NYC NYC 236,U350 Reg. with 8Con 5Cent. (J. Trischkal Wunsch coli
93/ 10/30 Chicago ?/? 230-41,43-45T CWFS canc Ige piece U351 ent. Sg1 391/81
93/ 11/10 Chicago Chicago 243-5,U350 T WFS mach. duplex lines;mostly SONMcCoy-106
93/ 11/13 NYC Hmbrg,Gmy U248 Tto 1Cent.; perSS Lahn Wunsch coli
93/ 12/ 05 N.Oxfrd,Pa Wash,DC none Ttwn, seg cork; prt addr Zmrmn 39/48 1

C.F. Rochfuchs
93/ 12/ 06 NYC NYC 230-41,43-4 T twnMDY cancels on Ige cvr Sg1679/265

(Mrs.MWittl;REGNYCsta"K"
93/ 12/20 Wash,DC Wash,DC none T duplex == on small cvr;care Wlfrs 58/ 60

General USArmy
93/??/?? NYC ?, Gmy none T NYCduplex "A";NYC Reg label Ivy 7/ 82-1 218

14900
94/ 01/02 Brklyn, NY Brklyn, NY none T st lines $-Str 3/83-933
94/ 01/28 S. Fran S. Fran none T twn duplex;prtd addr: B.Natorp Wlfrs 73/31
94/ 02/02 L.Angeles Anacortes,Wa. none T LA duplex;SLREGISTERED, Hrst 139/ 3548

date;MSrtn addr.
94/ 02/ 06 Dover,NH Boston none T Igi N.Excng Bank env;vio SL REG J.Kfmn12/ 83-227
94/ 03/0 7 Lyman,Md St.Helena,Ca none Tblk tgt cancon reg. env. Sg1421/386
94/ 03/ 13 NYC Halle,Gmy none T REG oval;Ms registered Sg1494/429

Figure 9. Local San Fran
cisco mail on January
29,1894.
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Date Origin Destination Stamps Remarks Source

94/04/02 Chicago Chicago none Tblktwn onWorld's Col Exp. War McCoy-98
Dept. Ex. cc;sm cvr

94/04/07 Pittsbrgh Mitlheim,Gmy 232,37-40,45Tblkcancels on2Cent. Sg1555/674
94/04/ 10 Lyman, Md Wash,DC none Tblktgt; SL REG, date at left. SgI342/ 1448A
94/04/ 10 Lyman,Md Wash,DC none Tblktgt;Ms REG Sg1660/ 165
94/04/ 13 NYC NYC 241,43-45 T=2= cancels (J WagnerEsql Kenedi 70-221

full set 230-245 known
94/05/03 Lyman,Md Wash,DC none Tblk tgt inverted; Nowland Corr Koebr 9/74-437
94/05/ 03 Wakefld,NJ ?,Me 241-2 Tblk tgts;hor. pair Sg1642/967
94/06/03 NYC NYC 241 T NYSTA"K", mag bxd REG, date; Sg1307/605

MS reg; rtn addr CWitt
94/07/01 Bltimre ?,Gmy none Ttwn; N.Am.Uoyd cc; creased, nick SgI695/ 1571
94/07/04 NYC NYC none Tblk=/K/=oval;mS left (C.Wittl;mag Reg bs
94/08/06 S.Fran S.Fran none T =1= cane; Wilkens &Co., prtd addr. SPBS41/1591
94/ 12/04 NYC NYC 241 T sta.Kgrid duplex;addr. C.Witt SgI596/292
94/ 12/08 NYC Bltimre 238,240 reg. mail onUSNavy env. Wunsch coli
94/??/?? NYC Milwaukee none T5'x7" wrapper Houghton, Mifflin Co; Klher 569/421

bxdREG
94/??/?? ?,? ?,? 241-2 Tblk tgt, twn:hor pr Sg1560/ 192
95/0 1/07 Wash,DC N.Ulm,Gmy U348 Ton 1CCol ent.;Reg 67029; RKfmnjPPHS

WashReg oval,1/9/95,#2
98/ 12/05 N.Oxfrd,Pa Wash,DC none Tblktgt prtd addrenv. R.Kfmn 5/1 75

C.Rothfuchs;cnr mgnstamp
98/ 12/ 05 N.Oxfrd,Pa Wash,DC none Tblktgt prtd addr env R.Kfmn 9/388

C.Rothfuchs;another $2 cvr
98/ 12/05 N.Oxfrd,Pa Wash,DC none TLRofenv:prtd addr C.F.Rochfuchs . SgI611/545
Ol/??/?? Rchmnd,Va ? U350 Tied to 5Centire Sg1307/610
27/??/?? NYC Wein,Aus none SON canc;MS reg. mkg UL;6985; Frjla 8/8 7-656

lateuse 1927
??/??/?? ?,? ?,? 239 Tto cover front HmrRk 5/63-470

Figure 10. Local San Fran 
cisco mail on August 6 ,
1894.
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Buging stamps
at auction is easier
than gou think.
Our new video can show you how.
Buying stamps at publi c auctions can be a very producti ve way to expand your collection.

But if you've never bought stamps at auction, bidding can seem a bit comp licated,
even intimidating. Actually its qui te easy, and you don't need to be presen t at the
auction to make a bid . In fact, most bidders bid by mail, by ph one, or by fax.

Our new video, "The Apfelbaum Guide ToBuying Stamps At Auction,"
shows you how easy it is to make a bid, and takes you throu gh
each step involved in an auc tion purchase .

Tha t, coupled wi th our bi-monthly public auctions,
offers you the opportunity to pu rsue your hobby
in a new and exciting way. (Our Public
Auction catalogs are issued every two
weeks, and are filled with thou
sands of fully described offerings
and hundreds of ph otographs, to
help you in making a decision .)

"The Apfelbaum Guide To Buying
Stamps At Auction" is available in VHS
format. It can be yours for just $5, to
cover our cost and ha ndli ng
cha rges. And even that small
amount is red eemabl e on your first
purchase.

To order simply fill out the coupon
below and mail it in. Or call us toll free at
800/523-4648. In Can ada call 800/331-4425.

I------------------ - - - ~

I Please send me "The Apfelbaum Guide To
Buying Stamps At Auction" in VHS format .

I
I Name

I Address

I City State Zip

I Phone Number :;.11......lIl.
I Please check form of payment :
I 0 Check or money ord er enclosed .
I 0 Visa 0 MasterCard number: I
I Expiration Date : .. I
I 0 Please send me your FREE bi-monthl y Public Auction catalogs. ,. I
L 2~6~~n~~e~, ~hil~d.:!p~:..P~l~o~ ~
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ARCHIVES

Newfou ndland , models for1898 3c O range and Sc Blue. Hawaii,1889, Sc Blue Reprint in full
sheet of twenty with previously
unrecord ed 'Specimen'overpri nt.

Christie's will offer
The American Bank Note CompanyArchives

in a series of sales
beginning September12-15,1990.

Call or write Christie's Stamp Department
for a free brochure with further information.

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

502 Park Avenue :
NewYork, NY 10022
Telephone: (212) 546-1087

8 King Stre et, St.James's
Lon don SW1Y6QT
Telephone: (071) 839-4034
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALFRED E. STAUBUS, Editor
FROM THE EDITOR
Th e fo llowing art icle re presents the integration of both philate lic and pr imary refer

ence sources in an att empt to ex plai n the use of ordinary postage stamps on offic ia l co rre
spondence to UPU member countries during the time period that offic ia l stamps were still
ava ilable. An unexp ected bonus of thi s research effo rt was the discovery of the possib le
use of the 5¢ Taylor specia l pr int ings on Post O ffice Department covers.

Thi s ed ito r greatly ac knowledges the cooperation and ass istance he received from
Alo ha P. South, Ci vil Re feren ce Branch, National Archives, Washi ngton , D.C. 20408. I
also wo uld lik e to acknowledge Rollin C. Hugg ins, J r., for his co operation, discuss ion s,
and loan of the cove rs fro m his co llection.

Th e National Archives, the Postal Service Lib rar y and the Smi thso nian are literal
store ho uses of kn owled ge an d informati on j ust wa iting to be used by the inquisiti ve co l
lect or interested in postal hi story. T his is particul arl y true whe n searching for pr imary ref
erence sources pertain ing to the postal histor y of " bac k-of-the- book" materia l. I urge all
int e rested co llec to rs to take ad va ntage of these valued resources whe never they visit
Washington, D. C.
STAMPS FOR USE ON OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE
TO FOREIGN DESTINATIONS UNDER GPU AND UPU TREATIES

ALFRED E. STAUBUS

T he Treaty of Berne (Oc t. 9, 1874) co ncerne d the forma tio n of the Gen eral Postal
Union (GPU) and indirectl y addres sed the use of offic ia l stamps on offi cia l co rres po n
den ce to member co untri es under Article VI:

Prep aym ent of postage on eve ry description of ar ticle can be effec ted only by
means of postage -sta mp s or stamped envelopes valid in the country of or igin.

Newspape rs and other printed papers unpaid or insufficiently paid shall not be
forwa rded. Other articles when unpaid or insufficiently paid shall be charged as unpaid
letters, afte r dedu cting the va lue of the stamped enve lopes or postage stamps (if any)
employe d.

and und er Article VIII :

Officia l cor res po nde nce relati ve to the postal se rvice is exe mpt from postage.
With this exce ption, no franki ng or reduction of postage is allowe d.

Conseq ue ntly, under the G PU treat y, U.S . officia l stam ps (valid in thi s co untry)
could be used on offic ia l le tte rs and packages to GPU memb er nat ion s fro m the va rious
governme nt departments. Only the Post Office Dep artm en t, when se nding corresponden ce
re la tive to the postal se rv ice. was exe mpt fro m having to pay fo reign postage.

Based upon arch iva l record s ' it wo uld appea r that the New York Cit y postmaster had
an irregul ar pract ice of prepayin g and forwarding the occasiona l unpaid offic ial lett er or
package fro m othe r U.S . governme nt de partme nts. However, when a co nsi de rable amo unt
of unpaid offic ia l corres po nde nce did occ ur, the unp aid items were returned to the respon
sible department wi th clarification that the GPU treaty limited fran kin g to officia l corre
spo nde nce re lati ve to the postal serv ice .

I. David M. Key, Postmaster Gen era l, to John Sherm an, Secretary of the Treasury, Washing
ton D.C. . May 3, 1878; Entry 150; Letters Rece ived from the Post Office Departm ent , 1820- 190 );
Records of the Department of Treasury, Record Group 56; National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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Figure 1. Two 10C Treasury Department stamps paying postage on a quadruple weight
correspondence from Treasury Department Secretary John Sherman to Charles F. Co
nant in London, England. From the Rollin C. Huggins, Jr., collection.

Covers which did use U.S. official stamps for postag e to foreign destinations are
high ly desirable item s (Figures I and 2). The violet circular date stamp and killer on the
cover shown in Figure 2 appear to correspond to the Cooper patent cancellation (H-4) de
scribed by Fred R. Schmal zriedt.' The outer circle of the killer cuts and scrapes off por
tions of each stamp. Schmal zriedt reported three known examples on the 2¢ 1879 regular
issued stamp. This author is aware of two examples of official cove rs within the time peri 
od of January 30 to February 28, 1879, and would greatly appreciate recei ving report s of
other examples of this patent cancellation on either regular or offic ial cove rs.

The GPU treat y was superseded by the Uni versal Postal Union (UPU) treat y on
April I, 1879. The prepayment of postage on official correspondence was addressed under
Article 8 of this treaty:

Prepayment of postage on every description of article can be effected only by
means of postage-stamps valid in the country of or igin for the correspondence of pri
vate individual s.

Official correspondence relative to the postal service, and exchanged between the
Postal Administrations, is alone exempt from this obligation and admitted free.

Thu s, UPU requirements relative to official correspondence to member co untrie s signifi
cantl y differed with regard to at least two aspec ts from the previous GPU req uirements:

I) Official corre spondence required prepayment of postage using ordinary postage
stamps (valid for "the corre spondence of private individuals"). The use of official stamps
on and after Apri l I , 1879, on corre spondence to UPU countries represented a violation of
the UPU treaty under Article 8.

2) Official correspondence of the Post Office Department to other UPU postal ad
ministrations relative to postal service was the only exception to prepayment of postage.
Therefore, Post Office Department correspondence to private individuals in UPU coun
tries also required ordinary posta ge stamps because Post Office Department offici al
stamps were no longer valid for this particular use.

On November 16, 1878, Postmaster General David M. Key wrote to each of the oth
er departmental head s informing them that it would be necessary for them to make provi
sions for supplying their respective departments with ord inary postage stamps "for use in

2. Fred R. Schmalzriedt , " Patent Cancellations (1847 to 1887)," pp. 142-169, in Cyclopedia
of United States Postmarks and Postal History. edited by Delf Noro na, Quarterman Publications,
Inc., Lawrence, Mass. (1975) .
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prepaying postage on the correspondence which it may address to Postal Union countries
on and after April I , 1879." \ It is of some interest to note that Secre tary of State William
M. Eva rts's repl y of December 6, 1878, stated that his department's needs for ordinary
postage stamps would be presumably very small because " the bulk of the official corre 
spondence of this Departm ent is transmitted in dispatch bags outside of the mails.. . ." 4

Followin g an inqui ry by Third Assistant Postmaster General A. D. Hazen , Assistan t
Attorney General for the Post Office Department Alfred A. Freeman wrote an opinion on
December 3, 1878, concl uding : "Thus it occ urs that no provision has been made by
Con gress for supplying the Departments with ordinary postage-stamps." Presented with
this opinion, Postmaster General David M. Key was forced to write to each of the depart
ment heads the following letter :"

Post Off ice Department
Washington, D.C.
December 6th, 1878

Sir:

Referr ing to my letter of the 16th Ult. calling your attention to the 8th section of
the recent postal co nvention of Paris, requiring postage on a certai n class of official
mail matter to be prepaid with ordinary postage stamps, I have now the honor to en
close copy of an op inion by the Assistant Attorney Genera l for this Department, from
which it would seem that there is no existing provision of law under which such stamps
can be furn ished , to any of the Exec utive Departments.

I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully, &c. ,

D. M. Key

Postmaster General.

In order to provide the departments with ordinary postage stamps for correspondence
to UPU countries, the Congressional Act approved March 3, 1879 - Chapter 182, "An
act makin g appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the gove rnment for the fiscal year
ending June 30th, 1880, and for other purposes" - including the following provision:'

Fo r officia l pos tage stamps for the exe cutive departments, as required under
Postal Union, to prepay postage on matter addressed to Postal Union countrie s, ten
thousand doll ars; to be avai lable immediately.

3. David M. Key, Postma ster Genera l, to Charles Devens, Attorney Genera l, Washington,
D.C., Nov. 16, 1878; Ent ry 56; Letters Received from the Post Office Department , July 1877-March
1879; General Records of the Department of Justice, Record Group 60; National Archives , Wash
ington , D.C.

4. William M. Evarts , Secretary of State, to David M. Key, Postmaster General, Washington,
D.C. , December 6, 1878; Entry 99; Domestic Letters of the Department of State, Oct. 22, 1878-De
cember 31, 1878, Volume 125, pages 481-482 (National Archives Microfilm Publication M40, roll
87); Domestic Letters (letters sent), 1784-1906; Records of the Department of State, Record Group
59; National Archives , Washington, D.C.

5. Opini on, Alfred A. Freeman, Assistant Attorney General for the Post Office Department,
Washington, D.C., December 3, 1878, enclose d in letter from David M. Key, Postmaster General, to
Charles Devens, Attorney Genera l, Washington D.C., December 6, 1878; Entry 56; Letters received
from the Post Office Department , July 1877-March 1879; General Records of the Department of
Justice, Record Group 60; National Archives, Washington , D.C.

6. David M. Key, Postmaster Genera l, to Charles Devens, Attorney General, Washington,
D.C. , December 6, 1878; Entry 56; Letters Received from the Post Office Department , July 1877
March 1879; Genera l Records of the Department of Justice, Record Group 60; National Archives,
Washington, D.C.

7. Sta tutes at La rge, Volume 20 (October 1877 to March 1879), page 389 (For ty-f ifth
Congre ss, Sess . III, Ch. 182, 1879).
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Figure 2. Combination of 2¢, 3¢ and 10¢ Treasury Department stamps paying postage on
a triple weight letter to England. Note this cover was sent on February 28, 1879, during
the last quarter of the approved use of official stamps on mail to UPU member countries.
The violet color and circular scraping pattern on each of the three stamps appear to cor
respond to the Cooper patent cancellation. From the author's collection.

The above sum of $ 10,000 was apportioned to the different executive departments,
except the Post Offi ce Department." For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879 , Congress
pro vided the Post Office Department with only that fiscal year's fourth qu arter funding:"

For ordinary postage-stamps, under article eight of the Universal Postal Conven
tion, for 1879, two hundred and fifty dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary.

Thus, by April I , 1879, all nine department s had provisions to purchase ordinary
postage stamps to meet their departm ental need s under the UPU requirem ents. Can anyone
rep ort examples of official covers using ordinary postage stamps for paym ent of postage
to UPU countries during the first quarter of use (April 1 to June 30 , 1879)?

Figure 3 illu strates use of ord inary postage stamps by the Trea sury Department ne ar
the end of the second quarter of use.

The question of the use of official stamps on co rrespondence to UPU countries aft er
April I , 1879 , mu st be raise d because such cove rs do exist. In fact one of the premier offi
cial pieces is an October 25, 1882, wrapper with a $2, a 1O¢ and sev enteen 30¢ State De
partment stamps used on a shipment of books from Ne w York to the American Public Li
bra ry in Stuttgart, Germ any.'? Such use would appear contrary to the UPU requirem ent s. It
was . Why do they exist? The answer can be found in the records of the Nation al Archives.
A number of microfilm records of Post Office Department letter s to the State Department
would indicate that at least the State Department attempted to use official stamps on UPU

8. Abraham D. Hazen, Third Assistant Postmaster General, to John Sherman, Secretary of the
Treasury, Washington, D.C., November 28, 1879; Entry 150; Letters Received from the Post Office
Department, May 1878-January 1884; Records of the Department of Treasury, Record Group 56;
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

9. Statutes at Large, Vo lume 20 (October 1877 to March 1879), page 420 (Forty-fifth
Congress, Sess. III, Ch. 183, 1879).

10. The Edward S. Knapp Collection, Philatelic Americana, Part 2, November 3-8, 1941, lot
2731, page 203, illustrated on page 204; Parke-Bernet Galleries, Inc., New York, N.Y. (this same
wrapper/cover front was illustrated on page 188 of the Philatelic Iconography, a separate volume of
illustrations from the Edward S. Knapp Collections produced by Y. Souren, Philatelic Research
Laboratories, New York, N.Y. in 1941; also described and illustrated as lot 264, pages 34 and 35, in
the Bruce G. Daniels auction sale #5 of November 5-6, 1953, Boston, Mass.)
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co rres ponde nce as late as August 1883." It would appear that some, perhaps most , of the
State Dep artm ent 's UPU mail with official stamps "got through the system" und etected as
a vio lation of UPU requireme nts. However on occasion some of their UPU mail with offi
c ial stamps was detected by postal officials and was retumed to the State Department with
a letter ex plaining the UPU req uirements . Wi th the reduced do mestic use of offic ial
stamps during the 1879 to 1884 penalty cover period , it may have been difficult for some
department officials to accept the logic of purchasin g ordinary stamps from lim ited depart
mental funds whi le having stocks of already purchased official stamps with no apparent
use. An occasiona l re turne d package or letter may have bee n we ll worth the monetary ben
efits ga ined by some dep artm ent s in knowingly using official stamps in direct violation of
UPU requirement s.

O~FFICI~" OF T11 1:: secner.uo:
OlTlC L\ L l IUSL"-E SS.

.11:1f...rKlI'lllug tM, ellTElop$t<'U l'>lJ tbe payt:l~l:lt of l?tIJU€t
n prlu.u m.l.t~t d lL:I.lkid.. v:ili ze n.bJ&et W , f'" ,If TIm .
Hud.rN ~lli.n.

Figure 3. Two 10C ordinary postage stamps paying postage on a quadruple weight Trea
sury Department letter to England during the second quarter of use under the UPU
treaty requirements requiring ordinary, rather than official, postage stamps. From the
Rollin C. Huggins, Jr., collection.

A separate $ 1,000 pro vision for ord inary postage stamps for use by the Post Office
Department during the fiscal year ending Jun e 30, 1880, was requested but not funded
when the Legislati ve , Executive and Judicial Bill fa iled to become a law. Th e Post Office
Department was left without an appropriation for ordina ry postage stamps until an Ac t of
Co ngress was approved on Jun e 16, 1880 :12

For ordinary postage-stamps to prepay postage on matter addressed to Postal
Union countries, under article eight of the Universal Postal Union Convention, con
cluded at Paris, France, June 1st, 1878, being a deficiency for the fiscal years 1879 and
1880, one thousand dollars.
Archival records for the Treasury Department include a lett er dated November 28,

1879, fro m Third Assista nt Postm aster General A braham D. Ha zen to Secretary of the
Treasury John Sherman noti ng the lack of an appro priation for ordinary postage stamps for
corres po nde nce to UPU co untries . Enclosed with Hazen 's letter is a form titled: " ESTI
MATE BL ANK, No.2. - DEFICIENCIES - ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS re
qu ired for the service of the fisca l yea r ending June 30 , 1880, by the Post Office Depart
ment ." This form not es an es tima ted amo unt of $ 1,000.00 and refers to the Ac t approved

I I. Walter Q. Gresham, Postmaster General, to Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, Secretary of
State, Washington, D.C., August 31, 1883; Entry 102; Miscellaneous Letters of the Department of
State, 1789- 1906 ( ational Archives Microfilm Publication M179, roll 637 , August 15-31, 1883);
Miscellaneous Letters (letters received) 1879-1906; Records of the Department of State, Record
Group 59: National Archives, Washington, D.C.

12. Sta tutes at Large, Volume 2 1 (April 1879 to March 188 1), page 249 (Forty-sixth
Congress, Sess. II, Ch. 234, 1880).
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March 3, 1879, Statutes at Large, Volume 20, page 420, which appropriated only $250.00
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879 . It is unclear to this writer whether this form mere 
ly provid ed the Treasury Department with an est imate to be used in preparing the deficien
cy bill which was appro ved June 16, 1880, or if the form permitted the Treasury Depart
ment to advance fund s prio r to receiving congress ional approval. It would appear that
$250.00 per quart er was a valid estimate for the Post Office Department 's use of ordinary
postage stamps under the UPU requirements because another $ 1,000 was requested and
appro ved for such use for the fiscal year ending June 30 , 1881. 13

The question can be raised as to how the Post Office Department was able to meet
the UPU requirements with only a single quarter 's fundin g ($250) to cover at least an al
most three quarter period (April l-Novemb er 28, 1879+) or possibl y a five quarter period
(April I , 1879 to June 16, 1880+ ). On the surface, it might appear that the Post Office De
partment could simply have used whatever ordinary postage stamps were on hand . How
eve r, it was the Post Office Department 's own assis tant attorney general who issued the
December 3, 1878, opinion that without congressional approval, departments could not be
provided with ordinary postage stamps for UPU correspondence . The Post Offic e Depart
ment could not "borrow" postage stamps from , for example, the Washington , D.C. , post
master for more than short periods of time (if even that ) because postmasters had to file
quart erly report s of sales and stocks on hand and those reports were clo sely audited by the
Treasury Department.

The answe r to the above question maybe possibly be found in an archival record dat
ed July 26, 1884, which is a listing of the counting and burn ing of the remainders of the
Special Printings following the "discontinuance of the sale of Specimen Postage Stamps to
collec tors by the Post Office Depa rtment .' :" Lu ff reports a tota l of 10,500 5¢ Taylor
stamps received by the Post Office Department and a total sale of only 3 17.15 The differ
ence results in 10,183 unsold 5¢ Taylors on hand for burning in Jul y 1884. Thi s number is
correc t because when co mbined with the remainder s for the res t of the " 1870" spec ial
printings, the sum corresponds to the total reported for that issue in the archival record (Is
sue of 1870 - 143,727 postage stamps, representing a va lue of $2 1,778. 57) . In addition to
the 5¢ Taylor stamps corres ponding to those reported by Luff, there is a second group of
5¢ stamps (presumably 5¢ Taylor stamps as noted by the time period) which are listed last
in the archival record :

Ordinary

Six thousand, eight hundred and sixty-four (6,864) five cent ordinary postage stamps
for the use of the Post Office Department under art icle 8 of the Universal Postal Union
Conve ntion of Paris of 1878. Representin g a value of three hundred and for ty-three and
20/ 100 dolls.

$343 .20

If one assumes that $250.00 per qua rter was a correc t estimate of the Post Offic e De
partm ent 's use of 5¢ Taylor stamps for correspondence to UPU countries, thi s amount
would represent 5,000 stamps per quarter. The most common printin g order for the spec ial
printings was for 10,000 stamps of a given issue. If 10,000 5¢ Taylor stamps were ordered
under the cover of "specimen postage stamps for sale to collec tors" and 6,864 were un-

13. Stat ute s at Large , Volume 2 1 (A pri l 187 9 to March 1881 ), page 179 (Fo rty-sixth
Congress, Sess. II, Ch. 206, 1880).

14. Committee report , Washington, D.C., July 26, 1884 ; File fo lder" 1884"; Third Assistant
Postmaster Ge neral, Division of Stamps & Philately, Histori cal Informati on About Stamp Issues,
1845-1948; Records of the Post Office Department, Record Group 28 ; Nationa l Archives, Washing
ton, D.C.

15. John N. Luff , The Postage Stamps of the United States , The Scott Stamp & Coin Co.,
Ltd. , New York , 1902 (page 259 of the Postilion Publicat ions rep rint).
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used by the Post Office Department, then 3,136 stamps could have been used for corre
spondence to UPU countries. At a rate of use of 5,000 stamps per quarter, 3,136 stamps
would represent approximately two months of use. If 20,000 5¢ Taylor stamps were or
dered , then the numb er used would correspond to 13,136 stamps or all but about one
month short of three quarters use of these stamps - a time period fitting very nicely into
the period between April 1, 1879, and November 28, 1879, when Hazen sent his letter to
the Treasury Department. Did the Post Office Department use some of their single quarter
appropriation to pay for the order of a "special" 20,000 special printing? Perhaps they or
dered as many as 30,000 of these "special" special printings in order to carry the depart
ment through the entire fisca l year ending June 30, 1880.

The Stamp Bill Books located in the National Archives would normally have record
ed payment to the bank note companies for work performed. Multiple searches of the ap
propriate Stamp Bill Books did not reveal any written confirmation of the above specula
tion. However, it is logical to assume that in order to avoid detection by Treasury Depart
ment auditors, the Post Office Department probably did not record these transactions in
the normal fashion. One must remember that 6,864 "extra" special printings did in fact ex
ist in July 1884 as unused remainders yet no written record exists for either their produc
tion or payment for their production.

Evidence for the existence of a separate set of records is provided in a November 30,
1881, letter" from J. Macdonough, Vice President of the American Bank Note Company,
to Third Assis tant Postmaster General Abraham D. Hazen in regard to the stamps manu
factured but not forming part of the American Bank Note Company's general stock (i .e .,
1,000 one cent-issue of 1869, 4,900 postage due and 20,000 two cent-current ordinary):

We beg to say that records of these stamps were kept in separate books and not in
our genera l books for the reaso n that four (4) years ago we were verbally directed by
the spec ial agent to keep our records of all specimen and special orders separate from
our records of regular (or ordinary) stamps.

Therefore, there is at least the possibility that Post Office Department covers used
during the period of April 1879 and June 1880 to UPU countries may have 5¢ Taylor spe
cial printin g stamps! Both the hard paper (Scott 181) and soft paper (Scott 204) special
printings have 1990 catalog values of $32,500 unused and are not (at least at this time)
known to exist used.

Who will be the first to find such covers and can they be authenticated as special
printings?

The Post Office Department initially may have purchased hard paper 5¢ Taylor regu
lar issue from Post Office stocks until the realization that their appropriation for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1880, was in serious doubt or totally lost in the legislative process.
At such time, the Post Office Department may have started to "dip" into the unsold re
serves of the 5¢ Taylor special printing (hard paper). If so, covers with the hard paper 5¢
Taylor specia l printing stamps would be expected to be used most likely during the first
and/or second qua rters of the UPU requirements (April 1 to September 30, 1879). Because
the hard paper special printings were issued without gum, it would have been necessary
for postal employees to hand gum the stamps and, as such, one may be able to detect un
even gumming or traces of gum on perforation edges which would not be expected on the
regularl y issued stamps. In addition, the characteristic deeper and richer shades for the
special printin gs should help distinguish the hard paper special printings if they exist on
Post Office Department cove rs.

16. J. Macdonough, Vice President, American Bank Note Company, to Abraha m D. Hazen,
Thi rd Assistant Postmaster General , New York, N.Y., November 30, 1881; File folder " 1881", Box
6; Correspondence, Stamps and Stamp Envelopes, 1879-1884; Records of the Post Office Depart
ment, Record Gro up 28; National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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However, at the estimated rate of use of 5,000 5¢ stamps per quarter, the unsold re
serves of the special printin gs would not be expected to last much more than two quarters.
Consequently, at some point , the Post Office Departm ent had to obtain a new batch of 5¢
Taylor stamps, partly to replace those "borrowe d" from the unsold hard paper special
printing stocks and partly to sustain normal UPU correspondence. By this time, the Ameri
can Bank Note Company most likely would have used soft paper for the printing of any
additional special printing orders. Considering the intent of this "s pecia l" special printing
for UPU use, the American Bank Note Company probably applied normal procedures for
the gumming of these stamps. Consequent ly, gum fac tors may not be helpful in distin
guishing between the regular soft paper 5¢ Taylor stamps and a potential "special" spec ial
printing.

Since the "normal" soft paper 5¢ Taylor special printings were not received by the
Post Office Department until July 16, 1880, any soft paper 5¢ Taylor on Post Office De
partment cove rs during the time in question (April 1879 to June 1880) would have to have
come from the regular stock of soft paper 5¢ Taylor stam ps or from a "special" speci al
printing order. Since soft paper used for a "special" spec ial printing order most likely
would have been from the same paper stock used for the regular stamps, the only likel y
way to distinguish the two possibilities would be by shades, with, it' s hoped, the "s pec ial"
specia l printing being a distinctive shade perhaps more like the "norma l" special printing,
slightly deeper and richer than the regular issue. On the other hand , the printers may have
used identical ink mixtures for these "special" special printings as they did for the regular
5¢ Taylor issue.

In order to distinguish the "special" 5¢ Taylor spec ial printin gs from the regular is
sue, it may be necessary to accumulate a number of Post Office Department Taylor covers
and compare dates of their use with non-Post Office Department Taylor covers for the
same time period. If a time pattern of shades exists for the 5¢ Taylor stamps on the Post
Office Departments that is different from that seen on the non-Post Office Department
Taylor covers, an expert committee studying the covers should be able to identify the char
acteristic shade(s) and provide a more precise time period of use of these "special" special
printings. If readers do have any Taylor covers from the time per iod of April 1879 to June
1880, please send photocopies (not the covers) to me for my records. If enough cove rs can
be located, an appropriate expert committee can be selec ted to view and compare the cov
ers ell masse. Good hunting!
Paper Restoration and Conservation
Protessionel repeir and improvement of philat elic material.

• removal ofstains, soiling and foxing •
• tear repair • deacidification •

• missing paper restored •
All work performed with the highest degree ofintegrity and respect for the uniqu eness of
the item. Philatelic references avai lable.

Inquiries or items for quotation may be directed to:
NANCY POLl

RDI Box 1779 , Saylorsburg, PA 18353
(717) 992·2770
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Chcrrustonc Stamp
Center Inc.

BUYING AND SELLING
LJio our INTERNATIONAL

PUBLIC AUCTION SALES

SOLD$52,500 JULY 89 SALE

CHERRYSTONE
STAMP CENTER INC.
PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS
119WEST 57TH ST.
NEW YORK, N.Y., 10019

Held every two months in the heart of New York City, with over
15000 lots offered annually, empha sizing world -class rarit ies a nd
soph isticated p osta l history from virtua lly every facet of p hilately.

Lots are meticulously d escribed and illustra ted in ou r d eluxe
auction cata logues (each with over 80 p hoto pla tes)which are
available gratis to serious collectors, exhib itors and d ealers.

F or our internationa l cl ientele, we are consta ntly seeking
important collections of stamps a nd covers. Of particu lar interest:
classics and rar ities, postal markings, maritime and aviati on ,
military history, documents and manuscripts, signatures of
famous people, p ol itica l campai gns and
specia lized collections of conseq uence.

The internationa l
nature of our business
combined with thorou gh
knowledge of the world
markets, permits us to
offer you more for your
property.

Absolute d iscret ion
always assured.

(212) 977-7734
Fax (212) 977-8653
(New York City Auction
License #732052)

Write, or fax your Inquiry today, or call collecf and ask
'=====================. --!t~o sl2eak to Paul BuchsbaY""'ew""",'-- _
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The George J. Kramer Collection of Wells Fargo

September 15, 1990

We are pleased to announce the George J. Kramer
Award Winning Collection of Wells Fargo Postal History.

The collection tells the story of what became
the largest western express company

from its beginning stages in 1852 until 1890.
Wells Fargo not only handled west coast mail

but was a terminus for mail from British Columbia,
Mexico, Hawaii and numerous other origins.

There is also a large group of Pony Express usages.

In addition to the Kramer collection, the auction
encompasses a large offering of other Western Covers

including additional Pony Express Usages.
Consignments are being accepted for this session.1~( ROBERT G. KAUFMANN Full Color catalogs will

Auction Galleries Inc. beavailableinAugu~t
, $7.00 domeshc

P.O. Box 1895 540 Colfax Road $10.00 overseas
Wayne Township N.J. 07470
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J . STARNES, Editor

RICHARD F. WINTER, Assoc. Editor
UNPAID LETTERS TO GREAT BRITAIN, 1868-1870 CONVENTIONS
RICHARD F. WINTER

Stampless covers to Great Britain after I January 1868 are not co mmo n because the
cost of mailing lett ers unpaid was penaliz ed by substantial fines. Charles J. Starn es first
summarized the unpaid and part-paid penalties in 1979.' He present ed a tabl e showing 19
different po stal co nventions, whi ch bec ame effective in January 1868 and later, each of
which had a fine for unpaid or partially paid lett er s. He noted tha t fro m 1848 to 1868,
none of the U.S . conventions recogni zed part payment and treated all such letters as un
paid. From 186 8 it was possible to send unp aid or parti all y paid lett ers, but there was a
pen alt y to be assessed on each lett er at the receivin g destination . Th e public was qui ck to
reali ze the effect of these penalties and acce de to the efficiency of prepayment. Starnes 's
Charge Tabl e ca n also be found in Appendix I of his accla imed foreign rates book.' This
article will exam ine the unpaid lett er fine s on letter s to Great Br itain. These fines were re
vise d three times bet ween 186 8 and 1870.

On 18 June 1867 , the Un ited States and Great Britain signed a Postal Convention in
London to become effec tive on I Janu ary 1868. Thi s was the fir st new Convention with
Great Britain in twenty years and lowered the basic international po stal rate from 24 cents
to 12 cents per half ounce. Article IV of this Convention add ressed insufficiently paid let-

---_..1-<.... - - - -

Figure 1. United States Mail &
Post Office Assistant, April 1868
article, "Fines on Unpaid Foreign
Letters, &c."

'Fines on Unpaid Foreign Letters, &C.

We judge, from the number of letters we
receive on the subject, that -ther o is a general
mjaunderstaudlng in rc~ara.:to·tho fines im
posed on unpaid and insnfficiently paid letters
and . other postal packets sent between this
and certain foreign countries. By the postal
conveutlons between the United States and
tho United Kingdom of Gl'eat Britain and
Ireland, the North .German Union,Be~ium,

tho Netherlands, Italy.and Switzerland, each
country collects for itself tho amount of fine
dmposed on unpaid . and insufficiently paid
matter arriving in that country. The United

·S tut es has fixed tho fine 'on such matter ar
l'ivin~ here at five cents for errch letter or
other postal packet. The fines chargeable on
such matter arriving in the foreign countries
named above are fixed at tho following rutes .
Grent Brltnin. . . . ..• . .• . . .• . ••. . •• • .••• . •. 6cl. stcrllng,
North German Union. not exceeding 2 sllbergroschen.
Belginm•• . .• : • . . .• •• . . • ••• . . . . . ••. . • . . . •• ao eentlmee,
The l:iethcrlanda not exceeding 15 cents (Dutch).
Italy ; not exceeding 3Uceutiaslmt.
l:)witzor'111.nd ...•• ; •.• ••• •. •• not exceeding 25 centimes.

Tbese fines are for ead: unpaid or Insuf
fieiently paid letter or other postal packet,
and not on each rate•.........

1. Chronicle 102:140-145 .
2. Char les J. Starnes, United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations 1847 to GPU-UPU ,

(Rev ised Edition, Louisville, Ky.: Leonard H. Hartmann, 1989).
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ters as follows:
Every international letter insufficientl y paid, or wholly unpaid , received in the

United States from the United Kingdom shall, in addition to the deficient postage, be
subject to a fine of five cents, such fine to be retained by the United States Post-Office;
and every international letter insufficientl y paid, or wholly unpaid , received in the Unit
ed Kingdom from the United States shall, in addition to the deficient postage , be sub
ject to a fine, the amount of which shall be fixed and retained by the British Post-Of
fice.

While the British fine was not specified in the Convention, the matter was soon to be
determi ned in England. Appearing in The London Ga zette of 17 September 1867, a Trea
sury Warrant was issued on 12 September to legalize the new posta l rates . Article 7 of this
Warrant specifically addressed insufficiently paid or unpaid letters from the United States
stating" ... every such letter shall be charged with the deficient postage, together with a
further and additional rate of postage of sixpence." In the United States, the public was
alerted to this fine through the United States Mai l and Post Office Assistant subscribed to
by many postmasters. The April 1868 issue had the small article on page 2 shown in Fig
ure 1. The fine chargeable in Great Britain was shown to be 6d sterling.

Figure 2. Santiago, Cuba, 28 April 1868 to London, carried privately to New York and
posted unpaid. One shilling postage due in London for 6d international rate and 6d un
paid letter fine.

Figure 2 illustrates a letter subject to the 6d fine . This folded letter was written in
Santiago, Cuba, on 28 April 1868 addressed to London. It was carr ied privately to New
York where agents J.M. & L de Escor iaza of New York placed the letter into the U.S.
mails avoiding the steamship fees from Cuba. A double ova l handstamp in blue of this
company appears to the left center of the cover. The letter was sent unpaid to England in
the mails carried from New York on 16 May 1868 by the Inman Line steamer City of
Antwerp and arrived at Queenstown on 25 May 1868. A red backstamp of 27 May shows
arrival in London where the letter was marked for a postage due of one shilling . This con
stituted the six pence international rate under the new Convention plus a six pence unpaid
letter fine. The NEW-YORK Am .Pkt. circular datestamp shows a very late use of that mark
ing.

On 13 December 1867, before the 18 June 1867 Convention with the United King
dom went into operation , the British post office gave notice that they would terminate the
same on 31 December 1868 in accordance with the provisions of Article XXI:' The British

3. Report of the Postmaster General. 1868, Wierenga Reprint, p. 16.
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Figure 3. Envelope from New York 7 December 1869 to London sent unpaid. Six pence
deficient postage and 2d unpaid letter fine make up 8d postage due charge.

despatched an emis sary to Washington in the spring of 1868 to negotiate a new Con ven
tion . A Postal Con ven tion was signed in London on 7 November and in Washington on 24
November 1868 . While the iriternational rate remained the same in the new Conv ention, to
become effecti ve on I January 1869, the fine to be collected in the United Kingdom on
unpaid or insufficiently paid lett ers was reduced to two pence. The fine in the United
States for unpaid or insuffi cientl y paid letters arriving from Great Brit ain remained at five
cent s. Figure 3 shows the reduced unpaid letter fine in Great Britain. Thi s envelope was
posted in New York in time for the 7 December 1869 sailing of the Hamburg American
Line steame r Holsatia bound for Plymouth and Hambu rg. A black NEW-YORK U.S.Pkt.
c ircular datestamp of the New York Exchan ge Office shows the departure date. Hofsatia
arri ved at Plymouth on 16 December. Backstamp s show Lond on handling on 18 and 20
December 1869, the reason for two different datestamp s being used is not known to the
author. London marked the letter for a postage due of 8d, 6d for the deficien t postage and
2d for the unpaid letter fine.

Figure 4. Santiago, Cuba, 24 March 1870 t o London, carried privately to New York . Post
ed unpaid, the folded letter was cha rged six pence postage due in London (3d interna
t ional rate and 3d unpaid letter fi ne).

A furthe r reduct ion of the internati onal rate was negoti ated bet ween the United
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States and the British post offices during 1869. An Additional Conve ntion to the Conven
tion of 7-24 November 1868 was signed at Washington on 3 December and in London on
14 December 1869: These articles became effec tive on 1 January 1870 and redu ced the
international rate from 12 cents to 6 cents per half ounce . With this new Conventi on , the
unpaid letter fine was changed in the United States to six cents and in the United Kingdom
to three pence. Figure 4 illustrates a second cover from the same correspondence as Figure
2, written two years later. This folded letter origina ted in Santiago, Cuba, on 24 March
1870 and was addressed to London. It too was carried privately to New York where it was
posted unpaid in time for the 9 April 1870 sailing of the North Germ an Lloyd steame r
Donau, which arr ived in the Solent off South ampton on 19 April 1870. The letter reac hed
London later the same day and was marked in manuscript for a postage due of six pence.
This fee included the 3d international rate and a 3d unpaid letter fine.

4. 13 Statutes at Larg e 869.
CLASSIFIED
ALASKA WANTED: cancels on covers or
postca rds . Send priced or for offer. Steve
Sims, 1769 Wickersham Dr., Anchorage,
AK.99507.

WANTED: Steamship tickets, stag ecoa ch
tickets , way bills, bills of lading, etc. Any
ep hem era l material dealing wi th the
t ransportation of passengers or t reasure
to or from Cal ifo rn ia in the 1850 's and
1860's. Steve Meier, 16211 Parks ide Lane,
#168, Huntington Beach, Cal. (714) 847
4627.

WANTED: Cove rs with ms. names of
steamers that sailed between San Fran 
ciso and Panama or Nic aragua in 1850's.
Such as per Gold Hunter, Monumental
City, Republic, Antelope, Commodore
Stockton, Sara h Sands, etc. Steve Meier,
16211 Parkside Lane #168, Huntington
Beach, Cal. 92647. (714) 847-4627 .

IF YOUR HAVE New York state covers, it
will pay for you to have my want list.
Douglas Penwell , P.O. Box 3525, Glen
da le, AZ . 85311 .

LOUISIANA wa nted: postal history mate
rial (1790-1917). Ron Trosclai r, 1713 Live
Oak St., Metairie , LA 70005.

DANISH WEST INDIES w an ted : postal
hi story mate r i al (1874-19 17) . Ro n
Troscla ir, 1713 Live Oak St., M eta irie, LA
70005.

WANTED: Yellow cancels on 19th century
U.S. W ill buy or trad e high-quality U.S.
Steven Hines, P.O. Box 422, Monee, III.
60449 .

We purchase large libraries & small lots.
Send your nam e, receive ou r price list.
Emp ir e Group, Box 2529 , West Lawn, PA
19609. Philip Bansner (215) 678-5000.

WANTED: Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol.
23 (1944). Phil ip Wall , 536 Woodvale Dr.,
Greensboro, NC 27410 .

WANTED: Centennial albums and pages,
new or used . Page size 9'/8 wide, not
includ ing hinged portion, by 11'/18 high .
John A. Lange, Jr., 373 Root Rd., Ballston
Spa , N.Y. 12020 (518-882-6373).

WANTED: Nevada, Ariz., N. Me x. cancels
on Covers Picture Postcards etc. Send
photos pr iced o r for offer LaMar Pete r
son , Box 17463, Ho liday, UT 84117

YOUR AD HERE FOR 50C A LINE.
Send payment to : Robert L.Toth,
10015 Vista Dr., No rth Royalton, OH 44133.
Next Deadl in e Sept. 15.
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Buying and Selling Worldwide

POSTAL HISTORY and Stamps.
Fine collections and rar ities from every country always desired,

for consignment or for cash .
References f rom tire United States are available upon request.

Annu al Suhscr tptiun de luxe auct ion cat alogu es Air Mail $8.

International Stamp Auctions
Hans R. Schwarzenbach
Oberdorfstr. R. CH-800 I Zur ich
SW ITZERLAND
Memb er: AI'S. USPCS. PHS. AA MS . ASlJA . Collectors Club of Ne w York
Available for Immediate Delivery

NORTH ATLANTIC
MAIL SAILINGS

1840-75
by Walter Hubbard

and Richard F. Winter

Det a i led information on con
tract mail sailings in 31 chap
ters. List ings and illust ra t ions
of N ew Yor k exchange office
markings . F i ve a ppen dices .
Hardbound; 43 0 pages; over 250
illustrations in text.

$39.50 postpaid ; please add $2 to foreign address.
Orders to USPCS, 2030 Glenmont Dr. N.W., Canton, Ohio 44708.
r1r&~IRS. For PHILATELISTS , NUMISMATISTS, EPHEMERISTS,
Jl0il&I])IE, ARCHIVISTS, COLLECTORS AND SAVERS.

PROfECfIVE POUCHES • dimensionally stable,
The clear, s~rongp'Ine~s "Mylar"*Type D only.
. e use IS Du ontl mW • Pouches for Ph ilatel ic covers.

• ~_(~_l_~)_~~~~: , • Pouches for page & document protection.
: TaylorMadeCompany : • ''TUCK'S 1'S " ' ~ Pouches and Sleeves for cover
• Po. Box406' : mounting on pages without adhesives.
; Lima.Pa.19037 1 • Folders and Pouches for document preservation.
~ -----------------_..-------_.,

--MYlAR"IS A TRADE........EOf DUPONT ··-TUCKS rs-IS A TRADE 1Il ' ''E OF' AnOR·WADE PAT APPlIED FOil
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 146

Figure 1 shows a cover from Navassa Island, a U.S . possession in the Caribbean,
claimed in 1857 under the G uan o Act. An art icle by me regarding mail from Navassa Is
land appeared in OPINIONS V published by the Philatelic Founda tion ; and another ar ticle
is partially prepared for another journal. Public ity has unearthed other covers , an d the one
shown here came from Stanley Piller recently. It is being used as a problem cover because
of the rate, not the interesting origin. Altho ugh it bears " Due 3¢" in blue crayon, there is
on ly a 2¢ postage due stamp, J 16, tied , and no evi dence of another stamp.

mER.
VASSA ISLAND}

Figure 1. SHIP LETTER/NAVASSA ISLAND, W.I., 1884.

A num ber of comments were received, and a few requests for covers (unlike Mona
Island, there are no new covers , yet); and two deta iled wri tten respon ses we re sent. The
fir st, from Warren R. Bower, states:

This is most unusual cover. I've about 1000 of these 1879-94 Am BN due cov
ers, and photo-copies of about 500-600 more, but have never seen one similar to this
one. My comments are more tentative than positive for several reasons noted.

It is believed it is a "Ship Letter" rated at twice the domestic US postal rates for a
letter. The postal rate then in 1884 & early 1885 was 2¢ per 1/2 oz., so it would be due at
4¢ per 1/2oz. Any valid US postage stamps uncancelled would be deducted from that
double due charge, and cancelled by the receiving US post office for foreign mail,
which in this case was Baltimore apparently. So the Baltimore cancel in effect is an In
coming Foreign Mail Cancel, tho' the handstamp may be one for domestic mail.

The ms "Due 3¢" in blue crayon tho' is not especially typical of Baltimore in
1885. They normally wrote in black ink or pencil, and had no special "Due ... ." hand
stamp. This is not important really, but we can not confirm who applied the "Ship" and
"Due 3¢" markings.

We have two possible reasons for the Due 3¢ rate. The most probable is that of a
2 rate letter, double due (per ship letter practice) with a resulting due rate of 2 x 4¢ =
8¢ less credit of 5¢ for the stamped envelope, for a total net due of3¢.

A less probable reason is that the 5¢ U22 brown Garfield envelope could have
been mistaken to be a I¢ U277 brown Washington envelope. We have seen a few simi
lar mistakes made a few years later between the I¢ and 5¢ blue envelopes by the NYC
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and the Phila post offices. If that mistake had been made then the letter would have
been a single rate letter due 4¢ less a credit of I¢ for a 3¢ due net charge also. The lack
of any notation as to the number of rates involved prevents a firm choice of either pos
sibility.

One wonders where or why only a 2¢ due stamp was aff ixed to a letter marked
3¢ due. Possibly the Mt Sterling post office applied a 2¢ due stamp in error for a 3¢
due?

There was not always a charge of I¢ for "Advertis ing" at some of the small town
post offices, as some adve rtising was carried free in the local newspapers, or was mere
ly a list of letters on the post office wall. Mt Sterling, Ky., was not a letter-ca rrier post
office in 1884. It is doubtful if there was a I¢ charge for Advert ising, and in fact the
handstamp could have been used in error. It tend s to confirm things when it is used
with a single I¢ due stamp, or a total charge in due stamps that would include a I¢ fee.

There seems to be no doubt it was deli vered as there is no return address on the
envelope, nor any indication that it had been returned to the Dead Letter Office. There
are no "U nclai med " or equiva lent markings to indicate any non-delivery or forwarding.

. It had to be deliv ered .
Anothe r cogent answer came from George Arfken , who writes:

Most of the question s about the Navassa Island postage due cover are covered by
two sec tions in the 1884 and 1885 postal guides .

From the 1884 Official Postal Guide , p. 535,

875. At the post office where letters brought by vesse ls or steamboats not em
ployed in ca rry ing the mail from any dom estic or foreign port are deposited, they will
be charged with double rates of postage, to be collected at the office of delivery - . . .

This para graph was repeated in the 1885 Official Postal Guide, p. 702 . Ne ither
guide had yet been correc ted for the rate reduction to 2¢ per '/, oz., October I, 1883 but
the principle of doubling is clea r.

Yes, the cove r was treated as a ship letter. The Balt imore post office found the
cover over the ']: oz. limit and doubled the 4¢ (domestic charge) to 8¢. Prepaid 5¢, the
cove r was 3¢ short and , accordin gly, was rated Due 3¢ cts.

Incidentally, while the Navassa Island origin of the ship letter is interesting to us,
it was irrelevan t to the U.S. Post Office. The only consideration was the value of the
U.S. stamps on the cover.

There was no charge for advertising the cove r by the Mt. Sterling post office .
From the 1884 Official Postal Guide, p. 524,

750 ... .No charge for adverti sing is allowed to be made upon delivery of adver
tised letters, except at those six offices which have been expressly authorized by the
Department to pay newspapers for publi shing the list of undelivered letters, viz .; Balti
more, Md., Boston , Mass., Chicago, lll., New Orleans, La., New York, N.Y., and Wash
ington , D.C.

Thi s paragraph was repeated on p. 693 of the 1885 Officia l Postal Guide.

The letter was probably delivered. The Mt. Ster ling postmaster should not have
put the 2¢ postage due stamp on until delivery but there 's no guarantee that he followed
this procedure.

Finally, an unasked question. Why was the 3¢ due receipted with a 2¢ postage
due stamp? Here we can only speculate. Possibly the Mt. Sterling postmaster had only
2¢ postage due stamps and was not cleve r enough to bisect one of them.

The prem ise is that this was a double weight ship letter, rated at 8¢, and that the pay
ment of ju st 2¢ is strange. M!. Sterling, Ky., was a sma ll town, and Tipton 's famil y lived
there. He was Ass t. Supt. o f Min ing at Navassa Island .
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The winner of the contest to explain the source of the word "Navassa" is R. B.
(Buck) Jordan of Fresno, Calif. His answer, and others, will be in the next Chatter.

Figure 2 shows a 5¢ stationery envelope from New York to Curacao in 1885, with a
seldom-seen oval marking "RED 0 LINE OF S.S." in blue. The "0" apparentl y is for one
of the owne rs, Dalett ; and the "S.S." for steam ships. Comme nts were received from sev
eral responders including one from Holland. Calvet Hahn looked up ship departures in
New York newspapers, and determined that the firm started in 1879, based on ads .

Robert G. Stone wrote with these comments:

Figure 2. RED 0 LINE to Curacao, 1885.

The RED 0 LINE wa s an Am erican co mpany called Th e American and
Caribbean S.S. Co., which ran ships, some of which it owned , from 1880 to 1930 to St.
Thomas, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Curacao and possibly other ports. Covers are scarce.
The oval marking on the problem cover was a rece iving mark at the New York office of
the company, and the cover did not go through the post office there. The Curacao re
ceiving mark is dated 6 Nov. 85. The 30 (cents, Dutch) was co llec ted from the recipi
ent, and ship mail of this period is difficult to analyze , as each country (sending and re
ceiving) could treat a letter differently.

Calvet Hahn noted the first sailing of the RED 0 LIN E owned Philadelphia from
N.Y. on 28 March 1885, from Pier 36. The ad stated "Letters relating to cargo will be re
ceived at our office and carried to destination free of charge . All letters that may be sent
up to noon on days the steamers sail will be delivered free provided they are enclosed in
U.S. stamped envelopes of denomination sufficient to cover U.S. rate of 5¢ per liz oz." Ap
parently such letters were delivered to the Netherland Antilles P.O. at Curacao, not to the
addressee.

This cover has on the back "Fo ulke & Co. - New York" and some research indicates
this was an insurance broker. Other covers are known with this marking on the back "A .G.
Dickinson, Agent General, Department of South and Cen tral America and West Indies,
346 Broadway, New York."

No covers are as yet known from other cities in the U.S. showing the RED 0 LINE
marking. Apparently mai l had to be taken to their office at 135 Pearl St., NYC.

Curacao was in the GPU in 1877, so this double charging is interesting.
The RED 0 LINE has no known relationship with the RED STAR LINE, which ran

between New York and Antwerp in the same period.
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PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 3a. Cover to Rio Janeiro, Brazil, in 1859.

Figures 3a and 3b show the front and back of a recently discovered cover with an
unusual oval markin g "U.S. NAVY AGENTS OFFICE RIO DE JANEIRO." in green. On
the front, in red, are "40" and "LONDON PAID NO 14, 59." The docke ting reads "Rec 'd
Jan. 13, 1860 at Montevideo" and in the address is U.S. Frigate "Congress." On this small
cover there were six, or more, stamps of the 1857 issue. A strip of three of the 1O¢ starts
on the front. The strip of three of the 5¢ is scissors-cut, which gives a clue as to the origi
nating P.O. What was it, and how many stamps totalling what were on the cover? Who has
seen the oval marking, and are years of usage known? There is part of a New York packet
marking in red on the back, and the two strikes of the cds are in black.

Figure 3b. Reverse of cover of Figure 3a.

Figures 4a and 4b show a 2¢ stationery envelope from the U.S. to Cuba in 1891. At
the top of the front are these ms. markings: "CA" in blue crayon, "20¢ due U.S. Consul for
short postage" in red ink, and " 16" in black. The Dead Letter Office marking at the lower
left is in purple. The markings on the back are in black. This cover had been submitted by
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Figure 4a. Cover sent to Cuba in 1891.

the late Alan T. Atkins, who said he had not previously seen the DLO marking. Does a
reader have knowled ge of it and can someone comment on the rate?

Figure 4b. Reverse of
Figure 4a cover.

Send your answers and comments to the Cincinnati P.O. Box within two weeks of
reading this issue. Need a few new problem covers especially some with internal U.S. us
age. Will consider Confederate items from Civil War.

Hope to see some of you at the A.P.S. Show in Cincinnati durin g August.
L'!I LOU1SVIUL lEIPHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative philatelic literature on: US, CSA, GB. Maritime. Forgeries, GB and the Empire

We stock many major publishers, over 100 in all:

Robson Lowe, Collectors Clubs of Chicago and New York, Philatelic Foundation, Britann ia
Stamp Bureau, House of Alcock, Quarterman, American Philatelic Society, U.S. Philatelic
Classics Society, Various University Presses and Private Publishers,
Royal PS of London, The Depot, La Posta, State PH Societies, etc.

Purchaser of major philatelic libraries. Current Stock Catalog $3.00
PB BLANK PAGES, MYL AR AND PAG E BOXES

The state of the an for both archival preservation and appearance, our pages are 100% cotton rag in addition
to being neutral pH and buffered, Blank and Quadrille. Custom steel engraved page heads and paneling avail
able. All made in USA.

Page Sampler $3.00, Page Sampler and Literature Catalog $5.00

LEONARD H. HARTMANN P.O. Box 36006, Loui sville Ky 40233, (502) 451-0317
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The finest students
of U.S. Philately

cordially invite you to use
"The Standard"

For all serious Collector/Investors who need Expertizing
services for U.S. Stamps, Postal History, Postal Stationery,

Confederate States and U.S. Possessions.

• Over 60 Experts from the finest
students in U.S. Philately

• 1800+ years collective
experience

• 60-DAY GUARANTEED
turnaround (avg. 31 days)

• INSURED at all times

• Computer tracked

• RJLL COLOR certificates

• HIGHEST QUALITY opinions
with consistency

• ONLY specialists in the
submission area will
examine items

Fee
Schedule:
(Catalog Value)
Min im um for
s tamps ONLY $22.00

STAMPS
$0-699 @ $22.00
$700-999 @ $40.00
$1000-1999 @ $60.00
$2000-4999 @ $100.00
$5000-25.000 @$150.00
Over $25.000 @ $200.00

COVERS
$0-699 @ $32.00
$700-999 @ $40.00
$1000-1999 @ $60.00
$2000-4999 @ $100.00
$5000-25.000 @ $150.00
Over $25.000 @ $300.00

SendSASE for~tJ · 1(305)
l:t~~~~f~~n~: lC'V reSS10na 663-6749

L-.------I,.. STAMP. EXPER TIZING ),- - ---

1500 San Remo, Suite 125A, Cora l Gables, Florida 33146
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I I I AUCTIONING
INTERNATIONALLY

Harmers International, through the close liaison of our two
active houses on three continents, will meet your need for
top results with an international mailing list.

Everything you need to know about disposing of your phila
telic property and the many unique services offered by
Harmers are detailed in our brochure "Philatelic Selling" - it
is yours for the asking.

Complete the coupon and return it today!

fH;;';;;;;"ofN:wV;;kln;- - - - - - - - - --
I 14 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532-3700
Please send me your brochure,
" Phi latelic Selling" .
I am interested in selling my collection of.. .......

..............................., market value $ .

NAME .

ADDRESS .

HARMERSifNEW YORK INC.
14 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016

Tel. (212) 532-3700 Cable: HARMERSALE, New York
Lie. #'s 672829 . 780870

HARMERS of London
Stamp Auctioneers Ltd.

91, New Bond Street, London
W1A 4EH, England

CablePhistamsel LondonWI, Tel.01 629-0218
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