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IN MEMORIAM
C.W. "BERT" CHRISTIAN
1905 - 1997

Our past society president and long-time member, Calv in Waters Christian, known to
all of us as "Ber t," died quietly on 14 Janu ary 1997 at the age of 9 1. He was born in
Clinton, Illinois, a sma ll farming com munity, and as a ch ild began collecting stamps which
he purchased from mail-order offers .

In the early I920s, Bert taught him self to play the drum s and joined a traveli ng
Dixieland band which toure d the mid-wes t and eas t. Those of us who knew him well find
it somew hat difficult to ident ify the soft-spoken and self-effaci ng Bert Christian with a
jazz drumm er traveling from town to town with his drums strapped in the rumble seat of
his Model A, who was called Bert since Calvin did not fit the drummer image.

Traveling wes t after getting married , he finally settled in Southern Cali fornia where
he was active in the restaurant and drugstore businesses. With a partner, Bert owned and
operated two drug stores, and rema ined active, worki ng every day unti l the age of 78 when
he retired to devote full time to his favorite avocation, philate ly.

Subse quent to World War II, Bert entered the field of serious philately, and emba rked
on a quest to assemble outstanding collec tions of the I¢, 3¢ and 10¢ values of the 1861 se­
ries . He was eminently successful in this, and his exhibits won many national and interna­
tional awards. He was a prolific wri ter, and his articles appeared in mos t of the major
philate lic journals of the period. He was particularly supportive of the Classics Society,
and his work appeared in many issues of the Chronicle.

During the years, Bert corresponded with many of the outstanding philatelic students
of the day such as Brazer, Perry and Ashbrook. He was always appreciative of their sup­
port and help in providing answers to difficult philatel ic questions, and resolved to follow
their lead and to share his accumulated knowle dge whe never possi ble.
Chronicle 173 I February 1997 I Vol. 49, No. I 7



I was one of the fortunate recipi ents of his generosity. Twenty years ago, shortly af­
ter I had decided to specialize in the I¢ Franklin of 1861, I was introduced to Bert by
Louise van Ingen (later to become Bert 's wife). Bert immediately took me under his wing ,
provided me with copies of his extensive note s and made his library and philatelic hold­
ings available for study. I was a newcomer to the field of postal history and exhibiting, and
we spent hundreds of hours together discussing every possible aspect of philately.

About four years ago, when I started to write a book on my specialty, Bert accepted
my invitation to be a joint author. Unfortunately, advancing years were beginning to take
their toll , and he was not able to take an active part in writin g the manu script. He did , how­
ever, loan me his library, and made available his outstanding collection of the I¢ stamp for
research and photography. The book has been completed and Bert 's name will join mine
on the cover. He helped so much to provid e a foundation for my work.

During our association, we became very close friends, and I feel a strong personal
loss at his passing. He was a true gentleman in every sense of the word , and his sense of
respon sibi lity and integrity was unsurpassed .

Bert was very active in organized philate ly, and held office in many of the leading
societies and gro ups. He was president of the USPCS from 1988-1990, and a Fellow of the
Roya l Philate lic Society of Lo ndon. His list of awards include the USPCS Chase and
Brookman cups, the Lester Downing Award , the USPCS Distinguished Philatelist award,
and induction into the Writers Unit #30 Hall of Fame. He was a 50-year member of the
APS, and was presented with their Luff Award for outstanding service.

The philatelic world has been enriched by his presence, and will be poorer for his
leaving . I shall miss you, Bert , and it has been an honor and plea sure to work with you and
to be your friend.

- Don Evans D
PERRY MALCOLM SAPPERSTEIN
AUGUST 22,1927 - JANUARY 9,1997

Perry M. Sapperstein , 69, died at his home in Gastonia, N.C. on January 9, 1997, af­
ter an extended illness of more than four years. Following high school, Perry served in the
U.S. Army Air Corps, and after completing his military service attended the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Perry lived in Ga stonia for the remainder of his life,
8 Chronicle 173 I February 1997 I Vol. 49, No. I



except for approximate ly one year in the mid- 1950s whe n he worked for the Robert A.
Siegel auction firm. He was initially in the men's wear business and later in the retail shoe
business.

Perry was a life-long stamp collector, and in the early 1950s he began specializing in
the 3¢ stamps of the 186 1 issues. In the late 1950s he was instrum ental in form ing the 3¢
1861 Stu dy Group, whic h eve ntually reached a membership of approximately 50. This
gro up tried to make a go of it, but without a journal of its own found the task most diffi­
cult. Perry was the leading force in merging that group into the U.S. Philatelic Classics
Society.

Fro m 1964 to 1967 Perry served as a director of our society. He was always willing
to serve the soc iety whe n his help was needed. Perhaps his greates t service was in the re­
crui tme nt of new mem bers. For rough ly 15 years in the 1970s and 1980s Perry contacted
every new member of the American Philatelic Society who had indicated a collecting in­
terest in any aspect of clas sic U.S . philate ly, and invited them to join the USPCS. He told
me one time that he had recruited approximately 50 new members for the U.S. Philatelic
Classics Society.

Perry's 3¢ 1861 collect ion was sold September 27-28, 1994 by the Robert A. Siege l
Auction Galleries, Inc. This was the largest co llect ion of these stam ps ever formed, and
made over 350 auction lots.

Perry was a regular visitor at national as well as internationa l stamp shows, and thor­
oughly enjoyed the social aspects of phi late ly. He had a keen sense of humor, and will be
greatly missed by his many fr iends.

I had known him for 40 years. Res t in peace, my friend .
Phil ip T. Wall 0
,

FROM THE EDITOR
I

I

GO WEST...TO PACIFIC 97
By far the biggest philatel ic extravaganza in the U.S. during 1997 is the PACIFIC 97

international philatelic exhibition (May 28-8 June, in San Francisco).
We haven 't had a full intern ational exhibition on our own turf in over ten years, and

this will be the first one west of the Mississippi. Also, the show is being held in the cen­
tennial year of the 1847 issue. So expect this to be a major event, with world -class ex­
hibits, a wide variety of dea lers and postal administra tio ns, numerous first-day even ts,
seminars, society meet ings (including the USPCS annua l meeting, May 3 1), and other spe­
cia l events.

In honor of PACIFIC 97, this issue of the Chronicle emphasizes related subjects. The
1847s are represented, of course, with a solid contribution from Tom Alexander. There are
several "westward movement" articles-one dealing with Wells Fargo fakes , one by Les
Lanphear treating a unique 10¢ Executive departme nta l cover and the history behind it,
and a challenging set of wes tern puzzle-pieces in the Cover Co rner. In addition, Dick
Winter has shifted his gaze from the Atlantic long eno ugh to provide an exceptional analy­
sis of San Francisco's short-lived erroneous overseas rates of Jul y 1851.

We hope tha t these articles will help to enco urage your own westward movement in
May/Ju ne 1997 , should you not already have that on your planning calendar. See you in
San Fra ncisco ! 0
Chronicle 173 / February 1997 / Vol. 49. No. I 9
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U.S. CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS
STEVEN M. ROTH, Editor
CENSUS, WITH OCCASIONAL COMMENTARY: COVERS CARRIED
BY PRIVATE MAIL POSTS IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

STEVEN M. ROTH
The following census of Baltimore rela ted covers aro se from my attemp t to discern

an acc urate sense of the scarcity (or not ) of the covers carried by the independent mail
companies and the locals posts which ope rated from Baltimore.

When I began studying and collecting Baltimore related private mails many years
ago, I was very discouraged by the apparent rarit y of usages avai lable from most of the
posts. I was not wro ng to be discour aged. For the most part, as this census will show, these
Baltimore covers are very scarce. I readily concluded that for me, collecting the Baltim ore
private mail posts would neither be feasible nor be anything other than frus trating. Yet this
census, which has been chec ked by some of the leadin g co llectors agai nst their own hold­
ings and records, does have use beyond my own desire to have gauged the wisdom (or not)
of co llec ting Baltimore cove rs. It gives us for the first time in one place a fairly compl ete
and acc urate account of how many (or how few, if you will) such cove rs are out there for
eac h known post, and ju st what those cove rs are, together with enough information to en­
able us to recogni ze those which already have been enumera ted should see mingly new ex­
am ples later surface.

In prepari ng this census for publication , I have not discussed the operation and histo­
ry of the posts because this subjec t was well researched and wri tten up by Denwood N.
Kelly, Jr. twenty-five years ago . No one has imp roved upon Mr. Kelly's find ings since that
time nor significantly added to his listings exce pt to an incremental degree, the results of
which are reflec ted in this census. I recommend Mr. Kelly's article s to you both for their
co ntent and as a fine model of philatelic scho larship. '

One other point. I antic ipate that there will be at least one reader who undoubtedly
will " take me to the woodshed" in a Letter to the Editor because I have elected not to list
every known prior owner and/or auc tion session through which each cover has passed
(even when I have this information). I only give this data to the exte nt necessary to clearly
ident ify the covers reported in this census so that they are not "rediscovered" as new finds
and later listed as additiona l cove rs. Similarly, since I was not able to exa mine every cover,
but ofte n had to rely upon partial photographs, the descripti ons are not always complete.
Thi s problem has been ameliorated in part by the help of some of the collectors who now
own the covers.'

The Independent Mail Companies Operating in Baltimore
I. American Letter Mail Company

In a letter written in 1947, Elliott Perry stated that he had never seen an American
Letter Mail Company cove r used to or from Baltimore.' My reco rds (kept since 1987 with­
out regard to those of Perry and Kelly) confirm those of Mr. Kelly made twenty-five years
ago , and reflec t only two (2) such cove rs reported , as follows :

(I ) January 26, 1844. To: "Messrs. Wm . Jessup & Sons/New York/9 1 John." #5L1 tied
by red ink smear. Folded letter docketed "Rec'd 1/28/44." D. Kelly records.

'D.N. Kelly, "Private Posts in Baltimore 1844- 1860," The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vo1.50,
Nos. 2-6 (March- December 1971), pp. 83-96, 146-68, 219-3 1, 290-305 and 355-63.

II want to express my partic ular thanks to Richard Schwartz and Gordo n Stimmell, both of
whom reviewed this census and offered corrections and additions from their holdings and records.

'Perry to Denwood N. Kelly. January 7, 1947. D. Kelly record s. Although Mr. Kelly's hold­
ings of Baltimore covers recently were sold to an Eastern collector, Mr. Kelly's records are available
for use at the library of the Baltimore Philatelic Society .
Chronicle 173 I Febru ary 1997 I Vol. 49. No. I II



Figure 1. May 7, 1845 cover, Baltimore to New York. Brought to the door of the Herald
newspaper by Boyd's City Express Post, often used by Hale for city deliveries in New
York. The Hale charge of W¢ was prepaid; the 2¢ charge by Boyd's for doorstep delivery
was waived as the press was privileged by Boyd to have their mail delivered free. The
"PAID" is Hale's; the "FREE" is Boyd's.
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Figure 2. BSS cover to Philadelphia, October 17, 1783.
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(2) February 8, 1844. To: "Messrs. Pairhall Baker & Co[?]./Philadelphia." #5 L1 tied by
red ink smea r. D. Kelly records.

April 28, 184 5. To: "Pres ide nt of thelG irard Tru st Li fe In su rancel Co mpa nyl
Philadelphi a." SFL. Red oval Hale & Co. Baltim ore hIs and red "PAID" h/s on face of
lette r. Also , pe nci lle d not ati on on face of letter in th e handwrit ing of Will iam
Edwa rds, Hale & Co.'s agent in Baltimore. D. Kelly records.
May 7, 1845. To: "James Gordon Bennett Esq.lEditor ... Herald/NYC." SFL. Hale 's
red oval h/s and red "PAID" hIs. Conjunctive use with Boyd 's City Express [Boyd's
oval h/s and "F REE" hIs]. See Richard Schwartz ' article on "The Unknown Boyd,"
The Penn)' Post, Vol. 5, No.3 (July (995), p. 20. Irwin Heiman sale 4/25/47, Lot #2
[illustrated ]; John A. Fox sale 1/20153, Lot # I059 [illustrated]. Richard Schwartz col­
lection . See Figure 1.
May 8, 1845. To: "Rev. J.M. Morisonlclo Hon. D.A. White/Sa lemlMass." SFL. Hale 's
red oval h/s; red Hale 's rectangular "COLLECT SIX CENTS" box hIs with "SIX" crossed
out and replaced with manuscript " 12- 1/2." Frajo la Sale 4/21/9 1, Lot #390 [illustrat­
ed ],
May 17, 1845. To: "Mr. James RichardsNoIMulberry & Howard/B alt imore." SFL.
Manuscript "Per Hales Express" on face of folded letter. Red Hale's oval hIs and red
rectan gula r Hale 's "COLLECT SIX CENTS" hIs. Th is folded letter originated in NYC. D.
Kelly records.
May 19, 1845 . To: "Benja. Brandreth M.D.lNo.241 BroadwaylNew York." #75 L5,
canceled by red Hale 's "collect" rectangular h/s and by a curious drawing of a dwarf
(?) with the manuscrip t initials "WE" within the drawing. Second example of same
hIs on face of letter. Also, manuscript "Underpaid" on face of letter. Note: This seems
to have been a double rate letter which received only one payment; hence, the second
rectangular "co llect" hIs. Red oval Hale 's hIs. ex-Hollowbush. SM Roth photo files.
May 2 1, 1845. To: "Leonard Jarvis Esq.lBaltimorelMd." #75 L5. Hale's red oval h/s.
Red "PAID" hIs. Richard Schwartz collection.
June 2, 1845. To: "Messrs. Lindsay & BlakistonlB ook Publi shers & Sellers/corner of
Fourth & Chesnut [sic] Sts/Ph iladelphia." SFL. Red Hale 's oval, rectangular "collect"
h/s's, but with a red "PAID" h/s over the "collect" box. Manuscript "pd" on face of
letter. D. Kelly records.
June 2, 1845 . To: "Mr. I.WSmyth/corner of Wall & Front StlNew York." SFL. Red
Hale oval h/s and rectangular "collect" h/s, ex-Hollowbush. SM Roth photo files,
June 7, 1845. To: "Benjamin Brandreth M.D.lNo. 24 1 BroadwaylNew York ." #75L5.
Adhes ive canceled with Hale 's red rectangular "collect" hIs. Note: Since the letter was
prepaid, the "co llect" hIs served only as an obliterator. Red Hale 's oval hIs. D. Kelly
records.
June 9, 1845. To: "Richard Irvin Esq/ ... Front St/New York." Manuscript "Hale & Co"
at lower left of face of letter, #7 5L5, canceled with a red negative seal with the initials
"W E." Note: "W E." were the initials of William Edwards. Red oval Hale 's hIs and
manuscript "Pa id." D. Kelly records .
June 15, 1845. To: "Benja, Brand reth M.D.lNo . 24 1 BroadwaylNew York." #75L5
canceled with red negative seal with initia ls "W.E." Red oval Hale' s hIs. Wm. A. Fox,
Inc. sale 4/10-11/74 , Lot #96 [illustrated ]. Richard Schwartz collectio n.
June 23, 1845. To: "Benja. Brandreth M.D.lNo. 24 1 Broadwa ylNew York." #75L5,
canceled with a large ink "R." Note: I have recorded this same "R" on Hale 's covers
originating in Philadelphi a, addressed to NYC. Red oval Hale 's hIs. D. Kelly records.

(10)

(12)

(II)

(5)

(3 )

(7)

(6)

(9)

(8)

(4)

(2)

II. Hale & Co.
I re cord twel ve (12) usages, of which o nly one cover was incom ing to Baltimore, as

foll ow s:
( I)

III. BSS
We do not kn ow the meaning of the initi al s "BSS" or if the m arking is even ge nuine .

It has been s ta te d, w itho u t subs tantia tio n, th a t th e initial s represent " B alt imo re Stage
Chronicle 173 / Febru ary 1997 / Vol. 49 , No. I 13



Service ." Herman Herst, Jr., in an article ca lled "Baltimore Stage Se rvice," relates a story
told him man y years ago by the Baltimore co lle ctor, H. Findlay French . According to
French 's story, the phrase "B altimore Stage Service" had been crea ted by Michael Miller,
who had discovered the cover. The story, according to Mr. Herst , makes it cle ar that the
nam e of the post is apo cryphal, although it has ca ught on .

(I) October 17, 1783. To: "Nicolas LowlPh iladelphia." ex-Knapp. See Figure 2.

The Local Post Companies Operating in Baltimore

No dat e . To : "Wm . A. Stewart/Attorney at Law/B ait."
Stencil ed half-circl e at top "B.POST/3." Not e: Th e "3"
might be a "5." Robt. A. Siegel sale 7/15-17/70, Lot # I [il­
lustrated] . ex-Dr. A. Jay Hertz. SM Roth photo files.
No date. To: "Mr. William Alcock/Care Diffender [?] & ••
Bros/Lexington St. above Howard/Baltim ore." Same his ~
as prior cover. D. Kelly records.

(2)

I. B. Post
(I)

II. Butcher & Sandy's Despatch Post
(I ) November 16, 1849. To: "George Fletcher/Alexandria/Va,' H/s

"5" in circle . ex- Hollowbush. John A. Fox sale 7/8/66, Lot #642 [il-
lustrated] ; Robson Lowe "Uncommon Market" sale [Basel] 3/1/73 , Lot # 1527 [illus­
trated]. See Figure 3.

Janu ary 25, 1848. To: "Mr. James Dunn/I59 Broadway/Bait ." #9 0Ll is not canceled.
Cover damaged . See Figure 4. ex-Caspary ; ex- Boker. H.R.Harmer Inc. sale 3/18 ­
2 1/57, Lot # 842 [illustra ted].
Febru ary 19, 1848. To: "Harry Lannum [?] Esq/Franklin Stree t/West of Cathedra l
Street/Baltimore." See Figure 5. ex-Cas pary ; ex-Lilly. Robert A. Siegel sale 9/14/67,
Lot #79 8 [illustrated].

(2)

III. City Despatch Post [Johnson & Co.]
There are two (2) reported covers, one of which ha s suffered disfigurem ent from

burning.
(I )

IV. City Despatch Post [M.W. Mearis]
A. Circular Handstamp Onl y

(I ) April 7,- - . To: "Mrs. Geo. M. Ransom (care of Joseph
Horie, Jr., Esq/45 Liberty St)/American HotellNew York ."
Readdressed: "22 Brevoort Place, 10th St." Red
"Baltimore Railroad/Apr.6" CDS. Also, red Boyd 's oval
applied in NYC + "PAID/J.T.B." Manuscript "5 ." ex­
Caspary.

(2) April 15, 1846. To: "Baltimore Infirmary/Lanham St."
Manu script "Despatch" on upper right comer. Round
Mearis his. ex-Boker. See Figure 6.

(3) April 28, 1846. To: "Mess rs/Whittington & Snyder/Ba ltimore ."
Yellowish red Mearis his. Manuscript "3" rate in upper right corner [Why?]. ex-Boker

(4) May 20, 1846. Addressee unknown. Philip Ward "Picke r" sale 10/24/46, Lot #232.
(5) December 21, 1846. To: "Messrs Oelrichs & Lurman[?]/Present ." Mearis orange-red

his applied to a sheet other than the cover, then cut out as a cut-square, and attached to
the subjec t cover. Note "3" rate [Why?]. Some commentators consider that the his did
not originate on this cover; others disagree. See Kelly article, p. 158. ex-Caspary ; ex­
Middendorf. Robert A. Siegel sale 3/26/96, Lot #29 7 [illustrated].

' The Collectors Club Philatelist , Vol. 7 I, No. I (January-February 1992), p. 81.
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Figure 3. Butcher & Sandy's Despatch Post cover, November 16, 1849, Baltimore to
Alexandria, Va.

Figure 4. City Despatch Post, January 25, 1848; cover damaged by burning.
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Figure 5. City Despatch Post, February 19, 1848 cover.

Figure 6. Mearis' City Despatch Post cover, April 15, 1846, to Baltimore Infirmary; with
circular handstamp, no adhesive.
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(6) No da te . To : " M iss A deli ne L. T ho mas/care of D .E . Thomas/ No . 12 Aisq uith
Stree t/Ba ltimore/Md,' Mearis orange red his. Christie 's sale 10/9-10/90, Lot # 1177
[illustrated] .

B. R ect angular Handst amp
(I) Jun e I , 1846 . To : Messrs . M urray, Gos ne ll

&/B la ke ney C ity Co m mrs . [?J/ C ity Hail /B ait ."
Rectangul ar Mear is his.

(2) No date. To: "Miss Gertrude H. Hort on/No. 78 Pelt
St/Baltimore." ex- Hollowbush.

C. Rectangular Handstamp and A dhesive
(I ) No da te. To: "Mr. Charles H. Carvi lle/ ..../S. Gay

Stree t/Baltimore." Parti al copy of #103L3 or # 103LS [there is too little of the stamp
rem aining to iden tify clearl y] and Mearis rec tangular his. ex-Abt. Note: This cove r
also had a " Hanford Penny Post/2cts" his on its face [Fake?]. I have bee n informed
that the Han ford his has bee n removed although I have not bee n ab le to confirm this.
The cover has bee n in the same co llection since it was acquired by its present owner
in 1974.

D. A dhes ive Only
(I) Feb rua ry 18. 1846. To : " E d wa rd S tab le r. P.M./Sa ndy S p ring/Mon tgo mery

Co unty/Maryland." Bal tim ore CDS ties #103L1 [Harmer catalog ue, cited next, incor ­
rectly refers to the adhesi ve as # 103 L2 ]; his "S" in circ le. Mon ogram "CEC" by
Cai man on face of cover. ex-Caspary: ex-M iddendorf. H.R. Harmer, Inc. sale 3/ 18­
2 1/S7, Lot #864 [illustra ted] ; Christie's sale 9/2 S/9 1, Lot #8 1 [illustra ted ]. Frajol a
Private Treat y Sale #4, Lot #668.

(2) March 22, 1846. To: "Messrs. Wain & GleaminglMerchant/Philade lphia." # I03 L1.
initia led but uncanceled. Baltimore CDS and "S" in circle hIs's. ex-Ho llowbush; ex­
Li lly; ex- Boker. Robert A. Siegel sa le 9/14/67, Lot #809 [illustra ted].

(3) No da te . To : " M iss E l izabet h Garre tt /Care of R obe rt Garrett Esq/Fayette
Stree t/Baltimore." Ma nuscript "Paid" in lower left co rner. # 103LS, initialed in ink,
"MWM." Princeton Univers ity Lib rary. Robert A. Siegel sale 10/6/81 , Lot #S I4 .

E. Circular Handst amp and A d hesive
(I) No date. To: "Wm. P. Preston Esq./Attorney at Law/Fayette Street." Partial # 103LS

and circular Mearis his. Kelly article Figure 17.

v. City One Cent Dispatch
(I) June 4 , 18S I. To: "Messrs Roosevelt & So n/No. 94 M ai den Lan e/ New York ."

Ba ltimore CDS; h/s "STEAM" on face of cover; #47L1 tied by his " 10." Letter orig i­
nat ed in No rfo lk, Va. ex -Ferrari; ex-Needham; ex-Cas pary . Fe rrari Sa le No . 10
(1924), Lot # IOS. SM Roth photo files.

VI. Cook's Dispatch
(I) March 3 1, 18S3. To: "Lev in Woolford Esq./Clerk of Somerset County/Md,' #S ILI

tied by his " l.Cook,' Also "S" his and Baltimore CDS tying an advertising label for
Cook' s Dispatch. ex-Boker. H.R. Harmer "Roosevelt" sa le No . I, 10/29-31/S I, Lot
#894 [illustrated].

(2) Apr il 4, 18S- . To: "Mr.Blow March/New York ." #S ILl ca nce led by single pen
stroke. With # 11 tied by Baltimore CDS . Harmer Rooke & Co . sa le 7/1/S8, Lot #294;
Frajola "Middendorf' Private Treaty Sale, Lot #S27 [illustra ted].

(3) No date. To: "Wm. Sam son I. [?] Esq/Co rner of St. Paul & Fayette Sts/Balt." #S ILI
cance led by single pen stroke . Note: There is a "Lipman's Adhesive Despatch" em­
bossing on the back envelope flap. ex-Fe rra ri : ex-Y. Souren ; ex-Lilly. H.R.Harmer
"YSouren" sa le, I0/ 31/SI , Lot #893 [illu strated] ; Robt. A . Siegel "Li lly" sale V
9/17/67, Lot #720 [illustrated] .

VII. Davis ' One Cent Dispatch
Of th e e ig ht (8) D avi s ' covers I have recorded, three (3) a re gen uine, th ree (3) have

genu ine D avis ' adhesives w h ic h were added to sta m p less fol ded le tte rs , one cover has a
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genuine Davis ' adhesive properly used on it but has had a U .S. # 1 added to the cover, and
one ( 1) cover originated in Ph iladelph ia too ea rly to have been ge nuine ly used on this cov­
er.

(I ) No date. Addressee unknown. No Davis' adhesive on this stampless envelope. Davis'
red his on back of Valentine envelope. Illustrated as Figure 44 in Kelly article. Kelly
states that this is the only stampless Davis' cover he had seen. D. Kelly records.

(2) No date. To: "Capt. Wm. N. YirdinlWestren [sic] HotellBaltimore/Md." #57L1 tied by
red Davis' his. Stamp has been repaired with tiny piece added one comer clear of de­
sign. Comer card of "Fountain HotellLight St. Baltimore." Robert Siegel sale 9/26­
28/72, Lot #1778.

(3) No date. To: "Miss Louise Sempt [?]/359 Mulberry St./Baltimore." Davis' adhesive
(#57L1) tied on back envelope flap by red Davis' handstamp. The Davis' stamp is the
bottom right comer copy. ex-Caspary; ex-Boker. H.R. Harmer, Inc. sale 3/18-21/57,
Lot #743 [illustrated].

(4) No date. To: "Miss Caroline LandenlBaltimore." #57L1, untied, in upper left comer
of envelope. The adhesive is upper left corner copy. ex-Hollowbush. John A. Fox sale
81l5/66, Lot #267 [ilIustrated].

(5) No date. Addressee unknown. #57L1 tied by red Davis' his. U.S. # 1, tied by a blue
grid, added to cover. Note: # 1 was demonetized before Davis' post began operation.
Kelly, in his notes, wrote that this was the finest Davis' cover he had seen. ex-Stephen
D. Brown. H.R. Harmer sale 11/3/39, Lot #2068.

(6) January 26, 1852. To: "Messrs . Cornelius Baker & Co.lPhiladelphia/Pa." Black his
"5" and black Baltimore CDS. This use was too early for Davis' , which began busi­
ness February I, 1856. The cover has written on its front in penci l: "Signed by
Sloane/57L1 (cat.$250 as single)/cat. $500 on coverlNET $ 100.00." H.R. Harmer Inc.
"Y.Souren" sale 10/24/52, Lot #454. J. & H. Stolow, Inc. sale 6121-23/82, Lot #334.'

(7) October 15, 1852. To: "Mess rs. Berida & Bros.lBaltimore." Baltimore CDS and
"PAIDIl" his in arc. #57L1 is genuine right margin copy. Cover, on its face, has the
small circular his of the vandal collector "Charles E. CaIman." On the back of the
cover, in pencil, is a guaranty of genuiness by Burger & Co. ex-Leon Hyzen; Robert
G. Kaufmann sale 6/6/84, Lot 466 [illustrated].

(8) April 4, 1853. To: "Messrs. Henry Farusson Co.[?]/Philadelphia." #57L1 is genuine.
Baltimore CDS and "PAID/3" his's . Robert Siegel "Burger & Co." sale 6/24-30/53,
Lot #675 [illustrated]."

(9) - - 2, 1852. To: "Prof. C. Morfit/...." #57L1 is genuine right margin copy, untied. # 11
tied by Philadelphia CDS. H.R. Harmer sale [date unknown], Lot # 1408 [ilIustrated].

VIII. Graffiin 's One Cent Despatch
(I) November 8, 1856. To: "Crawford & PalmerlNew York." #73L1 canceled with black

smudge. # 11 tied by Baltimore CDS. D. Kelly records.
(2) May - , 1857. To: "Colonel Stuart/I 9 East 24th Street/New York." #73L1 and #11 are

tied with Baltimore CDS. ex-Hollowbush; John A. Fox sale 7/8/66, Lot #650 [illus­
trated].

(3) May 3, 1857. To: "Dr. John Morfit/Chicago, Illinois/Box 867." #73L1 and #26 tied by
Baltimore CDS. ex-Boker.

(4) May 13, 1857. To: " Doctor Wi lliams/Druggis t/S.W. Cor. 13th & Shipper
Sts/Philadelphia." #73L1 and # 11 tied by blue Baltimore CDS. ex-Caspary; ex­
Middendorf. H.R. Harmer sale 31l8-2 1/57, Lot #808 [illustra ted]; Frajo la Private
Treaty Sale #4, Lot #580 [illustrated].

(5) August 14, 1857. To: "Mr. Joseph Forrest/Oak Hill P.O.lSt. Mary's Co./Md." #73L1
cance lled by red crayon "X" or penci l stroke. #26 tied by Baltimore CDS. H.R.
Harmer sale 10/12170, Lot #2135 [illustrated].

'Locals posts collectors should add this catalogue to their library, if possible. The sale is rife
with illustrations of forged stamps and also adhesives added to covers, each being passed off as the
genuine article.

"The genuine Davis' adhesive has been removed from this cover.
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(6) October - , 1857. To: "Wm. Browne, Jr., Esq/40 St. Paul St." #73Ll not canceled. D.
Kelly record s.

(7) January 17, --. To: "Messrs. Maurice & Oliver/Hu vanna Co.lVa." #73LI. #26 tied by
blue Baltimore CDS. Jacque s C. Schiff sale 6/9/76 , Lot #79 [illustrated].

(8) December 30, 185-. To: "Mess rs. Riley, Hoover & Riley/New Alban y/Indiana."
#73Ll and #11 tied by blue Baltimore CDS . Robert A. Siegel sale 3/25/93, Lot #371
[illustrated] .

(9) No date . To: "W.W. Deatherage & Co./Flint Hill/Rappahannock CountylVirginia ."
#73Ll ("Gash on shoulder" variety) and #10 tied by Baltimore CDS . Wolffers sale
10/14/93, Lot #1278 [illustrated].

(10) No date . To: "Messrs. Lapham & BulkleylLeather Dealors [sic]lNo 26 & 28 Henry
StreetlNew York." #73Ll not canceled . #11 tied by Baltimore CDS . Piece missing
from top left of center of envelope. SM Roth photo files.

(II) No date. To: "Mr. Wm. G. McClellanlUpper StrasburglFranklin Co./Penna." #73Ll
not canceled. #11 tied by blue Baltimore CDS. Signed Robson Lowe. Wm. A. Fox
sale 4/10-11/74, Lot #95 [illustrated] .

(12) No date . To: "Wyman R. B...IAlbanylNY." ex-J . King Horner. SM Roth photo files.
(13) No date . To: "Mr. Sabel/care of Geo. W. Gail Esq/28 Barret StreetlBalt." #73Ll not

canceled. D. Kelly record s.
(14) No date. To: "Miss Nannie C. OliverlBrino Bluff P.O./Huvanna CountylVa." #73Ll

("break in upper right frameline " variety) not canceled. # 26 tied by blue Baltimore
CDS. Robert A. Siegel "Burger & Co." sale 12/2-4/52, Lot #805 [not illustrated]. D.
Kelly records .

(15) No date. To: "Mary Ann Eastburn/Care of Mozel EastburnlNew HopelBuck s County
Pa." #73Ll and #26 tied by Baltimore CDS . David Feldman (Zurich) New York sale
11/20-24/85 , Lot #35 310.

(16) No date . To: "Mr. D. H. Van Mater/c/o Jos. W. Quincy/John StreetlNew York." H. R.
Harmer "John A. Klemann" sale 11/12/53, Lot #14 27. D. Kelly records.

(17) No date . To: "Ben L. Swope Esq/care S.H. Bufort & Co.lChicago/ Illinois." #73Ll is
not cancel ed . #11 is tied by blue Baltimore CDS. Cover has Caiman his on face.
Laurence & Stryker sale 5/7- 10/48, Lot #644.

(18) No date . To: "Mr. Allen Mar.../Davi ...." #73Ll not canceled. #11 tied by Baltimore
CDS. Robert G. Kaufmann sale #51 , 10/10/87, Lot #523 [illustrated].

(19) No date. To: "John H. Reddi sh Esq/50 North Broadway." #73Ll canceled by pencil
stroke . SM Roth photo files.

(20) September 30,- -. To: "Honble Wm. M. Moro .../PhiladelphialPa." #73Ll tied by faint
violet-blue "PAID"; #11 tied by blue Baltimore CDS . Kelly says the two blues fluo­
resce differently ; he concludes the blue "PAID" has been fraudulently applied, that
#73Ll did not originate on this cover. D. Kelly records.

IX. L.M.B.
Nothing is known about this post. It is not even clear that the adhesive is a local

post' s emission rather than that of a post office carrier or of the Baltimore Post Office . The
only reported example of the stamp, which is on the cover listed below, was first described
in the philatelic pre ss by Harry M. Konwiser. ' It was addressed in detail by Denwood
Kelly in his Baltimore article , but was misde scribed as "E .M.B ."8The next report was by
Robert B. Meyersburg in this Section," In his report, Mr. Meyersburg stated that , "There is
no record of either a U.S. letter carrier or local postman with the initials LMB." 10 Since the
publication of that report, Mr. Meyersburg and I have discovered that the Orders
[t'Journals"] of the Office of the Postmaster General" show the appointment of L.M.

7"Postal Markin gs" column in Stamps, December 30, 1944.
8Kelly, ibid., pp. 160-61.
"R.B. Meyersburg, "A Mystery Adhesive," Chronicle, Vol. 45, No.2 (May 1993), p. 102.
IO/bid.
"Record Group 28, Post Office Department, The National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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Bennett as a letter carrier on July 12, 1849. 12 Note, however, that there is no record either
of L.M. Bennett or of L.W. Bennett in the City Directories. I call your attention to the sim­
ilarity among the "E.M.B." adhesive and #sILBI -ILB5, which were issued by the
Baltimore Postmaster in 1850.

(1) October 23,1849. To: "Ezekial Hughes/Advocate George Town/DC." Baltimore CDS
and "PAID" his; manuscript "5." See illustration in Meyersburg report .

X. Rickett's & Hall One Cent Despatch
(1) February 17, 1857. To: "Hon. George C. Whiting/Commissioner of/Pensions/W.

City/D.C." Corner card advertisement: "Basil RootlJustice of the Peace/Corner
oflEu taw & Saratoga Sts/Baltirnore." #127LI pasted over rear flap of envelope. #1 I
on front of cover, tied by Baltimore CDS. ex-Lilly ; ex-Boker. Robert A. Siegel sale
9/13- I4/67 , Lot #856 [illustrated) .

(2) May 15, 1857. To: "Mr. George N. Forney/Hanover/York Co.lPa." #127LI cut to
shape on front of envelope; also, 3¢ red embossed entire [#U9). Front only. Blue
Baltimore CDS tying embossed stamp. ex-Hollowbush. Signed "Sloane." John A. Fox
sale 7/16-17/68, Lot #536; Frajola sale 9/14/86, Lot #266 [illustrated].

(3) No date. To: "Master Ham...[?] KiplingerlNo. 480 W. Lexington St./Balt." #127LI is
cut square on front of cover. D. Kelly records .

XI. Stringer & Morton's City Dispatch
A. Circular Handstamp only

(1) October 24, 1850. To : "Messrs . Corneliu s &
Co/Philadelphia/Pa." Manuscript "5." No CDS. ex-Boker. "

B. #134Ll only
(1) November 14, 1850. To: "Samuel Kirk Esq/l72 Baltimore

St/Balt", ex-Hollowbush. Robert A. Siegel sale 3/26/96, Lot
#313 [illustrated].

(2) November 15, 1850. To: "Buchanan Carroll & Co/New Orleans."
Adhesive barely tied by two pencil strokes. Blue Baltimore CDS and red " 10" his.
H.R. Harmer, Inc. "John A. Klemann" sale, 11/12/53, Lot #1470.

(3) November 19, 1850. To: "Messrs. Cornelius & Co./Philadelphia/Pa." Manuscript "5";
blue Baltimore CDS. Harmer Rooke & Co., Inc. "Y.Souren" sale I0/22/52, Lot #382.

(4) November 20 , 1850. To : "Messrs . R.C. Wright & Co.lNo . 63 S. Gay
St/Baltimore/Md," H.R. Harmer "John A. Klemann" sale, 11/12/53, Lot #1469.

(5) December 9, 1850. To: "Mr. A. Leemullal/Baltimore Md ." Red "WAY/5" his. ex­
Boker.

(6) December 31, 1850. Addressee unknown. Stamp oxidized and scraped. Red "5" his.
Blue Baltimore CDS. Percy Fuller sale ["Minister's" Lot] 4/17/48 , Lot #856. D. Kelly
records.

(7) October 29,--. To: "Anna I. Mitchell/Care of GJ. Mitchell/No.24 Buttonwood
St/Philadelphia." Baltimore CDS and red "5" his. #134LI located at lower right cor­
ner of cover. John W. Kaufmann sale 10/28/78, Lot #575.

(8) December 19,--. To: "Col. Thos Hammond/Liberty/Frederick County/Md."
#134LI in center of cover. Baltimore CDS and "5" his. SM Roth photo files.

(9) No date . To: " Mr. Swann, Esq.lPresident Balt imore & Ohio/Rail Road
Comp.lHanover Street/Bait." Harmer Rooke & Co., Inc . sale 3/6-7/51, Lot #363 .
Richard Schwartz collection.

(10) No date . To: "Mr. Thomas I. Gott/Baltimore," #134LI located in upper right comer of
cover. ex-Caspary; ex-Middendorf, Frajola Private Treaty Sale #4, Lot #744.

(1 I) No date . To: "Isaac Hazlehurst Esq/Walnut near 5th/Phila." ex-Boker.

I2The middle initial in Bennett 's name appears, at a casual look, to be a "W." In fact, upon
close examination, it is the letter "M."

"In his article, Mr. Kelly mentions that he owns a second example of the handstamp on a
stampless cover, but he gives no information about it. Idem at 166. I have no record of such a cover.
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(12) No date . To: "John H. Thomas, Esq/Att ' y/St. Paul s St reet/B et wn Lexington &
Saratoga." Baltimore CDS. Also, red his "2" [drop letter rate?] ex-Lilly. Robert A.
Siegel sale 9/14/67, Lot #873 .

(13) No date. To: "Thos. B. Woolman/Bu rl ington/New Jersey." Parti ally struck blue
"PAID" his at bottom of cover. H.R. Harmer "John A. Klemann" sale 11/12/53, Lot
# 1467.

C. Circular Handstamp and # 134L I on same cover
(I) No date. To: "J.H. Alexander Esq/258 W. Lexington St/Baltimore,' # 134L1 tied by

S&M his. ex-Boker,
XII. Thrner's Dispatch

It is not certain if this was a genuine post operating in Baltimore. Mr. Kelly takes the
position that it was not legitimate, that the adhesive is a fantasy which was added to other­
wise good covers. " Calvet M. Hahn speculates that the adhes ive might be a remainder
from some otherwise legit imate Turner 's post located in so me city or town other than
Baltimore, but placed on Baltimore covers. IS

The adhesive is not listed in Scott 's United States Specialized Catalog. The adhes ive
is printed in dark blue on thin, slightly yellowish, wove paper.

(I ) May 14, 1859. To: "P.Friese, Esq.lNo.14- 'h Man sion House/Corner of Fayette &
St.Paul Sts/Baltimore/Md,' Baltimore CDS and his " I" in circle. ex-Hollowbush: ex­
Jeffreys. Robert A. Siegel sale 9/26-28/72, Lot # 1906.

(2) No date. To: "P.E. Friese Esq/Baltimore,' H/s "PAID." D. Kelly records. McKeel's,
May 22, 1939 [illustrated].

(3) No date. To: "Edward Israel ." D. Kelly records.
(4) No date. To: "To Edward Israel Esq1N0.7 Tract House/Fayette St/Balto,' Richard

Schwartz collection.
(5) No date. To: "Henry F. Friese Esq/Attorney at Law/Mansion House." Richard

Schwartz collection.
(6) No date. To: "Mr.Friese/Baltimore,' On large piece . Richard Schwartz records.
(7) No date. To: "Edward Israel/....IFayette & St.Paul Sts/Balt/Md.' D. Kelly records .

XIII. Wiley's One Cent Despatch
The stamp is #11 2L2. There are two (2) Types: Type "N" has the messenger 's enve­

lope point ing directly to the "N" of "ONE"; Type "0 " has the envelope pointing between
the "N" and the "0." There are two types [Types I and II] of company handstamps:

(I ) Oc tober 2, 1856 . To : " He nry Holl yday Esq /N ear Centreville/Queen Ann e ' s
Count y/E.S. of Maryland." Type "N" stamp; Type II his tying adhesive; second Type
II his on face of cover. #26 tied by Baltimore CDS. SM Roth photo files.

(2) October 5, 1856. To: "R.H. Moal, Esq176 Franklin St." Type "N" stamp. Type II his
tying adhesive. "PAID" his. SM Roth photo files.

(3) October 6, 1856. To: "Philip FrieseEsq/l4'h Mansion House." Type "0" stamp; Type
II his tying adhesive. ex-Chapman. Rumsey sale 12/3-5/96, Lot #851 [illustrated].

(4) October 24, I856.To: "Lieut. J.L. Bro--/PortsmouthN N at Naval Hospital." Type "0 "
stamp; Type II his tying adhesive. Baltimore CDS ties # 11. ex-Piller. Robert A. Siegel
sale 3/25/93, Lot #376 [illustrated].

-tu«. p. 362.
"Hahn, 'T he Incunabula of Philatelic Literature on Locals and Carriers," The Collectors Club

Philatelist, Vol. 72, No.5 (Sept.-Oct 1993), pp. 304-05.
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(5) November 3, 1856. To: "Mr. Jame s S. Young/l46 Market StiPhiladelphialPa." Type
"0" stamp ; Type I his tying adhesive. Baltimore CDS ties #11. D. Kelly record s.

(6) November 5, 1856.To : " Mr. A.L. McClure/McClure Layton & Co/38 South
St/Baltimore,' Type "0 " stamp; Type I his tying adhesive. "PAID" his. SM Roth col­
lection .

(7) November 5, 1856. To: "Mr. Jame s G. Young/I46 Market Street/Philadelphia." Type
"N" stamp; Type I his tying adhesive. Cover is missing large piece on right [missing
Baltimore CDS and 3¢ stamp]. SM Roth photo files.

(8) November 7, 1856. To: "Dr. BaldwinIN. Exeter Stlne ar Gay/Baltimore,' Type "N"
stamp; Type I his tying adhesive . ex-Caspary; ex-Boker. H.R. Harmer, Inc. sale 3/18­
21157, Lot #922 [illustrated].

(9) November 7, 1856. To: "D.C.L. BaidwinINo.l37 N. Exeter St/Baltimore/Md,' Type
"N" stamp; Type I hIs tying adhesive. "PAID" hIs. ex-Middendorf, Frajola Private
Treaty Sale #4 , Lot #709 [illustrated] .

(10) November 7 , 1856 . To : " Benj . M. Reddi sh/Dickinson Seminary/Williams
Post/Lycoming Co/Pa,' Type "0 " stamp; Type I his tying adhesive. Blue Baltimore
CDS ties #11. ex-Caspary ; ex-Middendorf. Frajola Private Treaty Sale #4 , Lot #710
[illustrated] .

(II) November 14, 1856. To: "Mr. Wm. A. Stewartl53 W. Fayette St oppositelBarnum's
Hotel/Balto,' Stampless cover. Type I his and "PAID" hIs. Kelly article Figure 56.

(12) November 15, 1856. To: "S.Osborn Rollinson/Care of Robt. Colgate & Co/New
York." Type "N " stamp; Type I hIs tying adhesive . Baltimore CDS tie s #11. G.
Stimmell collection.

(13) November 19, 1856. To: "John Garrett, EsqlDirectorlB&O R Road." Manu script di­
rections, in pen cil , in lower left corner of envelope: "Howard bet/Fayette &
Lexington ." Type "N" stamp; Type I his tying adhesive. "PAID" his on cover. SM
Roth photo files.

(14) November 24, 1856. To: "Mr. James G.Young/l46 Market Street/Philadelphia."
Type "0" stamp; Type I his tying adhesive. #11 tied by Baltimore CDS . SM Roth
photo files.

(15) No vember 26, 1856. To : " Dr. W.E. Wysh am/Asst Surg Us Navy/Care Mrs .
Williamson/Spruce St/Phil a," # II tied by Baltimore CDS . Type "0" stamp; Type I
his tying adhesive. ex-Boker.

(16) November 28, 1856 . To: "Miss Ella R. Jones/Patapsco Neck/Care Mr. Edw ard
Ross/near Bait. St. Bridge." Type "0" stamp; Type I his ties adhesive. #11 tied by
Baltimore CDS. Robert G. Kaufmann sale 12/17/88, Lot #344 [illustrated].

(17) December 8, 1856. To: "Miss Margarette GodmanlWa shingtonlDC." Type "0" stamp;
Type I his ties adhesive. Baltimore CDS ties # II. Richard Schwartz collection.

(18) No date . To: "Miss Jennie N. NulllWood stownlNew Jersey." Type "0" stamp; Type II
his tying adhesi ve. Baltimore CDS ties #11. Robert Kaufmann Private Treaty Sale ,
Lot # 155 [illustrated] .

(19) No date. To: ''I N. Steele Esq/67 ... Madison St." Type "N" stamp; Type II his tying
adhesive. "PAID" his. Kelly article, Figure 53.

XIV. Wood & Co. City Despatch
(I ) October 3, 1857. To : " 1.1. McConnell Esq/care of Halli ster House/Erie/Erie

County/Pennsylvania,' #148Ll tied by manuscript "M." Baltimore CDS cancel s 3¢
red #UlO. ex-Caspary ; ex-Middendorf, H.R. Harmer Inc. sale 3/18-2 1157, Lot#1044
[illustrated] ; Frajola Private Treaty Sale #4, Lot #786 [illustrated].

(2) No date. To: "Edward Israel/Attorney at Law/Balt/Md.' Manuscript inscription in
lower left corner: "Fayette & St.Paul,' #148Ll tied by manuscript "X." ex-Caspary.
H.R. Harmer sale 3/18-2 1157, Lot 1043 [illustrated] .

(3) May 12, 1856 [Date on printed circu lar]. To: "J.E Cohen, Jr. & Bros/ll5 N. Charles
St." Printed annual report. #148Ll tied by manuscript initial "M." Note : The annual
report was printed by J.E Wiley, Printer, American Building, Baltimore. H.R. Harmer,
Inc. sale 10/3-6/60, Lot #530 [illustrated].

(4) No date. To: "Mrs. Thrall/at Mrs. Abbotts1286 North Howard Street/Bait. Md ."
#148Ll cancelled by manuscript lines converging in the center of the stamp from
each corner. D. Kelly records. 0
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GUIDO CRAVERI
HARMERS AUCTIONS SA

SWITZERLAND

We Are Buying
1847 and 1851 covers

Please send your offer by fax or photocopies with the price requested.
(Please do not send original items without prior notification)

GUIDO CRAVERI
HARMERS AUCTIONS SA

Via Pocobelli, 16. CH-6815 MELIDE, Switzerland
Tel: all. 41.91. 649.42.85 Fax: all. 41.91. 649.42 .94
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THE 1847 PERIOD
JEROME S. WAGSHAL, Editor
Editor's Introduction
To put the article appearing below in context, modern philatelic scholarship as it

deals with the classic U.S. issues is now in its third generation. The first generation is of
course the towering triumvirate of Dr. Carroll Chase, Stanley B. Ashbrook, and Elliott
Perry, with Dr. Chase being the principal figure in this group. The second generation is
represented by scholars who built upon the work of those three, and that generation in­
cludes Mortimer Neinken-certainly primus inter pares-Tracy Simpson, Remele, Towle,
Cabeen and Hargest, among others. And now we find ourselves in the third generation,
those who have made major contributions by building on the work of the second genera­
tion. Of this generation, Tom Alexander is in my view the foremost figure. His revision of
the Simpson work on cancellations of the 1851-1861 decade remains as one of the indis­
pensable references for any collector of the classic stamps of that period.

It is therefore a matter of great pride that this issue of the 1847 Section features an
article by Tom Alexander. And it is even more exciting that this article represents a fore­
taste of Tom's current research project which is planned to be published in the future. As is
well known in the philatelic community, Tom has been engaged for years in the momen­
tous task of compiling a list of all known 1847 covers. This is a baton he took from the
hand of his friend, the late Creighton Hart, the former editor of this section of The
Chronicle. The data in Tom's article which follows is a section of that census.

It remains my view that census data constitute the cutting edge of current philatelic
scholarship. By definition, no more collectibles are being produced in this area, and al­
though significant finds still are made on occasion, such occasions occur far less frequent­
ly as time goes on. We are therefore at a point where reasonably thorough census data can
yield significant information when assembled and analyzed.

In the case of this table, some conclusions leap from the page. Others, however, are
more subtle, requiring deeper analysis. Accordingly, here is Tom's table for thoughtful
consideration. Its significance will depend to some extent on what each reader brings to it.

DEMONETIZATION OF THE 1847 ISSUE
@THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

When it was decided to award the stamp contract to a new engraving firm in 1851,
officials in the Post Office Department were concerned as to how to account for the old
stamps remaining in the hands of postmasters and the public. On 11 June 1851, just 20
days before the new stamps were scheduled to appear, Postmaster General Nathan K. Hall
issued the following demonetization order:

Notice to the Public and Instructions to Postmasters
The five and ten cent postage stamps issued by this Department under the provi­

sions of the lIth Section of the Act of March 3rd 1847 and now in use by the public,
will not be received in prepayment of postage after the 30th of the present month.
Therefore persons holding any such will, as soon as practicable after that date, and be­
fore the 30th day of September next, present them for redemption to the Postmaster of
whom they were purchased, or to the nearest Postmaster who has been authorized to
sell postage stamps.

Postmasters who have heretofore received stamps for sale directly from the
Department, and such Postmasters only, are directed to pay cash for all genuine postage
stamps, of the denominations of five and ten cents, as above mentioned, which shall be
presented to them for redemption between the 1st July and the 30th September of the
present year.
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Figure 1. One of two recorded first day of demonetization covers. This Saint Louis town­
mark (embodying the "10" rate) came into use in November 1850. Why it was still being
used after demonetization is unknown. One possible explanation is that the cover was
delivered to the St. Louis post office late on 30 June 1851, after the train carrying the
eastern mails had departed. As a result, it was held over until the next day and received
the townmark on the date of its actual departure for the East.

Figure 2. A companion piece to Fig. 1. By 2 July 1851 the Saint Louis postmaster had ac­
quired a new townmark embodying the "3" rate rather than the old "10" rate. It is not
presently known if the new stamps had been delivered to Saint Louis by 1 July 1851, but
they were on hand and in use the next day.
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Postmasters who shall redeem postage stamps under the foregoing order will re­
turn them to the Third Assistant Postmaster General, with particular certified state­
ments thereof, on the last day of each month in the quarter ending September 30, 1851.

Postmasters who have been authorized to sell postage stamps, will close their
Stamp account on their quarterly accounts current by the amount of stamps remaining
unsold by them, respectively, on the 30th June 1851, and enclose the stamps unsold in a
sealed package, addressed to the Third Assistant Postmaster General, accompanied by a
separate statement, showing the amount of each denomination of stamps returned.

The statements or accounts of Stamps received for sale by Postmasters and by
them returned, as above directed, must be entirely separate and distinct from the state­
ments of Stamps redeemed.

N. K. Hall
The emphasis is in the order and has not been supplied by the writer. This remark­

ably convoluted procedure was designed to conform to the requirements of the Post Office
Department Auditor's forms rather than to accommodate the public. Note that stamps
could not be redeemed before 1 July 1851 and that they had to be taken to the postmaster
who had originally sold them, the alternative being to seek out one of the other postmas­
ters who had been authorized by the Department to sell stamps.

This order certainly did not bespeak the same urgency that accompanied demonetiza­
tion of the next issue of stamps at the beginning of the Civil War. It was nevertheless a
clear and unambiguous declaration that the old 1847 stamps could not be used for postage
as of 1 July 1851. The evidence before us is that postmasters throughout the United States
ignored that part of the order. Although it has been speculated by some that this circum­
stance indicates a subsequent order must have revoked the first, no such revocation has
ever been found, either in official records or in secondary sources.

Whatever the cause, of the 69 covers listed here that were postmarked after 30 June
1851 (78, if the covers with bad or declined opinions are included), only three bear evi­
dence that their stamps were not recognized for the purpose of prepaying the postage. The
list itself is taken from the current draft of the 1847 Cover Census, which has not yet been
published. It is presented here as an example of the kind of data contained in the Census.
A key to the abbreviations found in the list is in the note following it. State and town head­
ings indicate where each cover entered the mails.

No doubt many more demonetized covers are unrecognized because of a lack of year
dating--either in letter datelines, docketing or some other extrinsic evidence. The writer
would appreciate hearing of others that should be added to this listing. 0
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POST-DEMONETIZATION 1847 COVERS

1_··_:_'~A~D~'D~R~E:,,"S:.>:S=:.EE~· ....;..• ...;..•._.·_·...LI...;.·.•. _.'.~:_.. '--,'~<'...;.""...;."..:::·--,N~··~OTE~···'~S:..··.:•...;.··,'...;.·'·.'_':"'_'_"'••;..':.._..•••_'"--JI

FIVE CENT COVERS

CALIFORNIA

EEL RIVER

1/08/59 S+I¢, IO¢ MS Washington Hon Commissioner of hdstp-PENSION OFFICE MAR 15
& three 3¢ Pensions 1859

1857

TEHAMA

15/17/56 1__HP_----J[J'--_W_as_h_in....:g:...to_n__IMisS Mary Jane Mar

CANADA

CHIPPAWA

New York City Mess Upjohn & Co

QUEBEC

CANADAIPAID 10 Cts; 7 ring target
cancel

9/23/51 S R New York City Geo. Morll.an 3d Beaver; part of front

4/06/53 2 R New York City Messrs Nesmith & Sons sl-PAID; sl-6; arc-CANADA

CONNECTICUT

NEW HAVEN

9/19/51 S R Berlin Mr William D. Whitney sl-PAID PART overstrikes sl-PAID;
sl-AMERICA lJBER BREMEN; ms
"21"; ms "3"; '/.0 of stamp tom away

12/03/51 S R NorwichCT Ill.rid cancel

Columbus

DISTRICT OF COLUMlliA

WASHINGTON

OK-SBA

9/29/51 S AnnapolisMD William H. McParlin Esg ms "Ft Union/Augt 24th/I 85 I,"
carried in military pouch to Wash-
ington where it entered the mails

GEORGIA

AUGUSTA

1/08/62 S BK Eatonton GA David H Reid Esg used during Confederacy to pay 5¢
rate under 500 miles; OK-SBA,
PF 5 997
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ILLINOIS

San JoseCA

JACKSONVILLE

James T. Reed Esq

INDIAN TERRITORY

OK-CCH

17/14154 1__S_---J[;JL.-_w_a_Sh_i_ng_t_on -l

LOUISIANA

NEW ORLEANS

8/09151 S R Bordeaux Monsieur lb. Cayron sl-PAIDI5; ms "Steam"; previous
cancel removed; NG- PF 200 204

3/19152 S R Paris M. A. LANDLLE? ms "Steamer via Enll:land"

MASSACHUSETTS

BOSTON

7/16151 S R New Bedford MA Hon John H. Clifford small black Boston PAID in circular
IlI:rid; OK-SBA

9/06151 S R Great Falls NH John A. Burleigh ESQr IlI:rid-PAID

10/27/51 S R Claremont NH Jonas Livingston

7/27/52 S R Greenland Depot NH Mrs Lucinda R. Dresser ms "paid"; PAID in circular grid
cancel' OK-PF 39 621

MIClllGAN

Detroit

KALAMAZOO

Gen John Noble

MISSOURI

ST LOUIS

grid cancel; ms "Old stamp Good for
nix'" SL-5' OK-SBA

7/01151 HP R Philadelphia Mess E. S. Whelen & Co DO-PF 25 243; OK-PF 225973

8/06151 S R New York City Morgan&Co
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NEW HAMPSIIIRE

CLAREMONT

8/04/52 S BL Wilmerville VT James C. Knil/.ht

5129/53 S BL New Hampshire

MANCHESTER

Contoocook Village Miss Harriet Perkins
NH

NEW MEXICO

Mt. VemonNH

FORT UNION

Miss Sarah Trevett

NEW YORK

BUFFALO

missing I stamp (only I still on cover)

110/02151 I 2 ~ Albany NY 10. B. St. John
---- '-------'-----::CA-:-:N~A-:-J:-::O~H~AR-=-=IE=-------'--------------J

Amsterdam NY Mr P. Civerl Esq

EXETER

ms "unpaid 5"; ms "a Dead Stamp";
NG-PF 212 557

1/04/56 S+3¢ 1851 R San Francisco Augustus W. Hale Esq OK-PF 226 084
& TWO

1¢1851
([Y. IV)

NEW YORK CITY

7/01/51 S R Naul/.atuck CT S. 1. Lewis ESQ

7/26/51 S R Washinl/.ton Richmond Smith sh ml/.n L; OK-PF 86 605

8/24/51 S R Marseilles FR Messeurs/ red square grid cancel; c-NEW
YORKIAUG124/BR P; ms "Steamer
Africa"

9/06/51 S BK Troy NY Mrs Almira Barns ms "Paid"; trnk contains 4 bars

9/23/51 S R Providence RI

2/14/52 S Gilmanton Center NH Mrs Margaret Beilger 6LB 10 carrier

9/25/52 S BK Chillicothe OH Daniel Ore!!:!!: Howard Hotel cc on nap

10/02/52 S BK Chillicothe OH Daniel Ore!!:!!: Esq Howard Hotel cc on nap

9/181xx S BK Philadelphia Messrs Cohn Biax Blate & 5 cts in trnk; circular grid cancel;
Co believed to be a demonetized use, but

year date unknown' OK-PF 90 092
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I DATE I STAMP ~ ADDRESS ADDRESSEE NOTES

ROCHESTER

I xJxxJ521 8 I~ 10. H. Marsha_

NORTH CAROLINA

CHARLOTIE

18/11/51 I S EJ Salisbury NC IA.Davis

01110

CINCINNATI

Steubenville OH Miss Jane W. Baird red circular 7 bar grid cancel; OK-PF
103309

PENNSYLVANIA

CANNONSBURG

9/15/52 S+I¢ 1851, Lexington KY Rev R. J. Breckenridge with I¢ 1851 to pay 2x3¢; ms "No

Type " Go" crossed out; ms "10"; OK-PF 262
267

PHILADELPHIA

10/12/51 8 BL BedrordPA 8am'l. Barclay Bloods local

6/26/52 8 BL Cowdersport PA John T. Mann Esqr OK-PF21159

10/22/52 8 BK New York City Mrs V. T. Talbot DO-PF21158

1104/58 8+1¢&3¢ BK New York City Mr Moses Taylor & Co triple rate
1857

WEST CHESTER

Westchester PA Samuel Rush OK-AP8

SOUTH CAROLINA

CHARLESTON

15/06/54 I 8 ~I I

VERI\IONT

ST. JOHNSBURY

17/18/51 I 8 ~ Peacham VT IMr Hazen Merrick

VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA

Baltimore Mrs Marv I. Forrest sl-5
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IDATEI STAMP ~_-:.;AD=D:.:..:RE=SS~----l-,------:.A.:.:D:::.:D:::.:RE,:,:'::.::S;;;:.SE""E"---_·.J..I.;.....__.;....;0....·.;....,·•.;:;.N.:..;;O:..,:TEc=·;;;:.S_-'---'----'-uI

Philadelphia

PETERSBURG

Benj. Sharp ms "Way"

STATE AND TOWN OF ORIGIN UNKNOWN

Williamsport PA The Clerk of the District no trnk; ms "5"; legal size envelope;
Court ofthelUnited States DO-PF 24 351

TEN CENT COVERS

ALABAMA

Mess Wetmore & Bro.

CANADA

MONTREAL

NG-PF 17459

7/03/51 S New York City D. S. Kennedy Esqr PAID/lO; arc-CANADA; NG-PF 7
464

7/26/51 S R New York City D. S. Kennedy Esq italic sl-PAID; ms "4W'; NG-PF 160
015,211599

7/28/51 S R New York City D. S. Kennedy Esq sl-PAID; OK-SMM

7/29/51 S R New York City D. S. Kennedy Esq c_6D
; canceled with target; arc-

CANADA; sl-PAID

9/04/51 S R New York City E.D. Morgan

10/12/51 S New York City D. S. Kennedy Esq c-IO; arc-CANADA; NG-PF 10 739

6/22/52 S New York City D. S. Kennedy

FLORIDA

APALACmCOLA

7/10?/51 BISECT R N. Fairhaven MA Mrs. R. N. Swift LL dia!!..; ms cancel; ms "5"

xlxx/51 BISECT N. Fairhaven MA Mrs. R. N. Swift UR diag.; probably the other half of
the 7/10 cover; possibly also a
demonetized use

MAINE

PORTLAND

7/16/58 S+twol¢ Portland ME Hon Wales Hubbard
1857 + 3¢
1857
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I DATE I STAMP [;J....._-=-AD=.::D::..:.R.:..:;E:.:::S.::.S_--'-_....:A...:.D:;:.D:;:.RE=.S:.:::S.:;:E:;:.E -...:.N..:..;O:::..TE:...:;~::.:::S~ _

NEW YORK

NEW YORK CITY

10107/51 S R Ouebee Thomas Casey NG- PF 156862

8121/60 S+I¢, TWO San Francisco Navy Lt. R. W. Meade Jr. DO-PF 9 574,10626
3¢ (1124 &
1126)

12/131 S Brooklyn NY DR Carroll Chase
1914

8/21lxx S+I¢ (1124) BK San Francisco Lieut Richard W. Meade ocean mailtmk with grid;
+HS-33¢ JrlU.S. Navy backstamped SAN FRANCISCO
(1126) CAL/WN II 1861/ADVERTISED;

ms on back "Found in dead letter
box'" DO-PF 9 574 10626

011I0

,..- CINCINNATI

112105151 I_--'s'-----'~ Boston IMess Fay & Farwell

OREGON TERRITORY

Murfreesburo TN Miss Cornelia M. Bedford

Watertown MA

Knoxville TN

DALLAS

Rev C. R. Moore

TENNESSEE

CHARLOlTE

JAMESTOWN

Pension Off. ofE. Tenn.

OK-CCH

U. S. EXPRESS MAIL/N. YORK

Boston

Harfield(?) AL

Mr Thos. R. Robinson

VIRGINIA

NEWMARKET

Mill Gardroi(?)
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I DATE I STAMP ~,-_..:..AD=D:..:.;RE=.=SS"----l_---:.AD..::::.:D::.:RE;.::~:.::S=S:=;EE=-._--L ..:..N.:..:;O::.,:TE=::.S _

WATERWAY ROUTE AGENTS

PAN & SAN FRAN S S

12/04/51 HS-3 R TepicMEX Senores Barron Forbes & stamps in UL comer of envelope; c-
Co PAN & SAN FRAN SSIDEC/4 (in

UR comer)

12/04/51 HS-3 R Tepic MEX MesslBarron Forbes & Co stamps in LL comer of envelope; c-
PAN & SAN FRAN SSIDEC/4 (in
UL comer); dlo-E. & T. Serruys/&
EAlPANAMA

64R; c-MONTREALIAPR
9/18511L.C.

Messrs Gibb & Ross

POTOMAC STEAMBOAT

Quebec

COMBINATION COVERS

01110

MASSILON

9/101xx 5¢+10¢ R Pittsburgh Mess Wm. Holmes & Co legal size envelope; OK·PF 223 200,
"genuine use on cover after demon-
etization Davina 5x 3¢ rate"

PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA

11/03/51 5¢+two BL Liverpool Henry E. Busch Esq sl-19; sl-24; ms "Per SteamerlNov. 5,
10¢ 1851"; NG-PF 142785; OK-PF 151

547

DATE

COLUMN DESCRIPTIONS AND AnnREVIATlONS USED

Dates are arranged: month/day/year: x or xx indicate digits in the date that are unknown or
illegible.

STAMP S - single
HP - horizontal pair
HS - horizontal strip, followed by a numeral indicating the number of stamps in the strip

CLR This column refers to the color of a handstamped townmark-not the color of the stamp or the
color of a cancellation. If the townmark is in manuscript, that is indicated by MS.
BK - black
BL - blue
R - red
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'IT~WI1@ITI For PHILATELISTS, NUMISMATISTS, EPHEMERISTS,
~rn ARCHIVISTS, COLLECTORS AND SAVERS.

PROTECTIVE POUCHES • t dimensionally stable
The clear, ~trong, Inet'r :'Mylar"* Type D only!
'1 use IS DuPon sfI m we • Pouches for Philatelic covers.

~ (610) 459·3099 • Pouches for page & document protection.
FAX (610) 459·3867 • "TUCK'S T'S", Pouches and Sleeves for cover

Taylor Made Company mounting on pages without adhesives.
P.O. Box 406 • Folders and Pouches for document preservation.
Lima, PA 19037

* MYLAR'" IS A TRADE NAME OF DUPQNI
ADDRESS The town to which the cover is addressed. Large, well known cities do not have a state or
country designation attached; smaller towns do. State designations are the two letter
abbreviations currently in use by tJle U. S. Postal Service. Other abbreviations used:
CN - Cherokee Nation
FR - France
MEX-Mexico

ADDRESSEE The name of the addressee exactly as it appears on the cover.

NOTES C - circle
cc - comer card
diag - diagonal
dlo - double line oval
hdstp - handstamp
LL - lower left
ms - manuscript
r - rimless
sh mgn - sheet margin
sl - straight line
tmk - townmark
UL - upper left
UR - upper right
DO - declined opinion
NG - identifies a "Not Genuine" opinion, indicating an expertising service's opinion that at least
some part of the cover has been altered, such as stamps or postal markings added.
OK - identifies a favorable opinion
APS - American Philatelic Society expert ising committee
PF - The Philatelic Foundation
CCH - Creighton C. Hart
SBA - Stanley B. Ashbrook
SMM - Susan M. McDonald
64R - indicates this stamp's plate position

Blanks in a column indicate the desired infonnation is not contained in the writer's records.

Authenticity
When The Philatelic Foundation has issued an opinion on any of the covers listed here, that opinion is

noted, together with the certificate number. If the writer is aware of a favorable opinion by an individual expert,
that fact is also noted. Unfavorable opinions by individuals are not recorded. Readers should understand that there
are occasional disagreements among experts (whether individual or institutional) regarding the authenticity of
classic covers and that both individual and institutional experts sometimes change their opinions when new
evidence is forthcoming. When the Philatelic Foundation's opinions have changed, the highest certificate number
indicates the most current opinion. Most valuable or unusual covers should be submitted to an expert committee for
a formal written opinion. 0
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
HUBERT C. SKINNER, Editor
NEWLY DISCOVERED PLATE FLAW ON 3¢ 1857 [Type II-Scott #26]
RICHARD C. CELLER

An unusual plate flaw on the 3¢ stamp of 1857 [Scott #26] has been reported by Roy
Weber who has located and recorded four copies with this identical flaw. The flaw is a col­
orless diago nal line, five mm in length, running at about 45 degrees in a NW-SE direction .
It is positioned in the dark background to the left of and below Washington's chin (see
Figure I) and is here designated the "chin flaw."

Figure 1. "Chin flaw" on 3¢ 1857, Type II.

The stamp is posi tion 41L from Plate H.* Fortun ately, 4 1L can be confirmed as the
correct position from the engraver's imprint on the left. This writer has seen three addi­
tional cop ies of this position and all three show exactly the same flaw, confirming it as a
constant plate variety; thus, not a printing variety.

*Or. Carroll Chase assigned letter designations to his imprint reco nstructions until he was
able to identify each plate from a position copy showing the plate number. At the present time, there
remain two left-side imprint s that have not been assigned definitely to a plate; these are Chase's
Plate "H" and Plate "I". The "chin flaw" is on position 41L from Plate "H" as designated by Chase.
One of the two plates is Plate 13, the other is Plate 17; but, as yet, it has not been determined which
is which. Stamp s from both plates are very scarce (see Robert R. Hegland , "Identifying Imprint
Copies of the 3¢ 1857 Perforated S4 and S5," Chronicle, Vol. 26, No. 2 (Whole No. 82)(May 1974),
pp. 76-83.)
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Why Hasn't This Flaw Been Reported Before?
Th is prominent flaw has not bee n noted previously. It see ms apparent tha t earlier

collectors, each having a single copy to examine, ass umed that they had a freak print and
never suspected that it might be a co nstant plate varie ty. Many years ago, Dr. Carroll
Chase prepared photographs of his plate 9 through 28 imprint reconstru ctions and made
them ava ilable to interested collec tors. However positi on 41L from Plate "H" was a posi­
tion Dr. Chase had not identified and was not on these photograph s. Thus, this very promi­
nent and spec tacular plate flaw rem ained undetected for many years.

How Did the " Chin Flaw" Originate?
Mos t plate flaw s are the resul t of scratches, den ts, or other dep ressions in the re­

cessed plates, caused by acc iden tal damage to the surface of the pla te; and, thus, will hold
ink durin g the printing process and will "print" as an unintended line or mark [con stant in
impressions from this position on the engraved plate]. The "chin flaw" shows a missing
area or line within the design and lacks ink or co lor. Thi s five mrn long line was not re­
cessed into the plate surface. Instead , the area of the line was closed up or filled in and,
thus, did not hold ink. It is most interestin g to spec ulate what caused this most unusual
flaw.

Can You Help? Do You Have a Copy of this Position?
Thus far, every identi fied exa mple of position 4 1L from Plate " H" exhibits the "chin

flaw." Can anyone submi t a copy of this position that doe s not show the flaw? It should be
noted that position 41Ll 6 is very similar to position 41 L from Plate "H" and can easi ly be
mistaken for that position. Even more importantly, can anyone submit a left imprint stamp
whic h captures a part of plate number 13 or 17?

Acknowledgments
Thi s writer wishes to thank Roy Weber and other members of the "unofficial" 3¢

1857 study group for the generous loan of material from their coll ecti ons to be studied. 0
ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA
In Chronicle 170, pp. 85-88, we disc ussed the "Early Year-dated Postmarks" in the

1851 -55 period. On pages 86 and 87, an erro r or lapsus calami occurred four tim es.
"Augu st" appears in error for "July" three times in the second and thi rd lines from the bot­
tom of the last paragraph on page 86 and once in the second line of the first paragraph on
page 87. We apo logize for this error.

Further, fellow member Jerome S. Wagshal adv ises that he owns a year-da ted post­
ma rk from "JUL 12611853" struck on the 3¢ stamp [Scott #11] , thus confirming this latest
recorded date for the 1853 yea r-date d postmark. He and several others advised us of the
lapsus calami as described above . We most sincerely apprec iate this input from our read­
ers . Hub ert C. Sk inner and Keiji Taira 0
Chron icle 173 / February 1997 / Vol. 49. No. 1 35



When You Sell, Trust The Reliability
OfThe Firm That Worked With
Haas, Rosenthal, Grunin, Boker &Joyce.

Many of the world's great collec­
tions have always come to us.

Our 3 5 years of active buying is virtu­
ally unmatched in philately. It represents
a record of integrity and comfort for the
seller who always must trust, implicitly,
the individual who buys his collection.

Andrew Levitt is the mos t competi­
tive buyer in philately.We have handled
many of the world's greatest collections.
When the serious philatelist thinks of
selling his collection there is no doubt
that he should come to Andrew Levitt
first

We have $5 million ready to purchase
your philatelic property-from the small­
est collection to entire carloads of al­
bums. Our letter of credit can be sent to
you today.And for larger holdings wecan
come right to your home.

Can Andrew Levitt pay you more for
your stamps? We keep our finger on the
pulse of the market and will pay you the
most competitive market value for your
stamps & covers. And not tomorrow or
in installments, but full payment right on
the spot This is always our guarantee.

Andrew Levitt's

JD!!r~!!t!~!!!!~
1!l!/!;lnternet's World Wide Web
~ http://www.andrewlevltt.com

Andrew Levitt is one of the first
major firms in philately to employ the
vast resources of the Internet's World
Wide Web for the buying and selling
of stamps and covers. Our site is one
of the most colorful on the Web. Learn
more about selling to us by visiting our
website 24 hours a day!

The Internet Is Only One Of The Attractive
Options We Use To Market Your Collection...

Many collectors, when it comes time to dispose of their philatelic
holdings, greatly enjoy the many options we can ofTer in the marketing of
their collections. If you wish, when we purchase your collection, we can
place it before the vast philatelic public through our extensive advertising
and our unique full-color catalogs. Our ability to obtain the vel)' highest
value for your collection in the open market means , quite simply, that with
Levitt,you can't fail but receive the vel)' best ofTer from us.

Give us the opportunity to purchase your holdings. We think you'll be
Andrew Levitt de lighted!

Post Office Box 342
Danbury CT 06813

Andrew Levitt

AI~PC
Phi latelic Consulta nt

(203) 743-5291
Fax:(203) 730·8238

E-mail: levstamp@earthlink.net
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INDEX TO THE CHRONICLE OF THE U.S. CLASSIC POSTAL ISSUES
VOLUME 48 (1996)

Compiled by C.J. Peterson
Vol./Issue W hole No. Date Pa ges Editor-in-Chief

48/1 169 February 1996 1-72, i-iv Charles 1. Peterson
48/2 170 May 1996 73-144 Charles 1. Peterson
48/3 171 August 1996 145-216 Charles 1. Peterson
48/4 172 November 1996 2 17-88 Charles 1. Peterson

This index is in two parts: the Author Index includes precise titles of the articles,
with parenth etical notation where necessary to indica te the primary subject matter; the
Subject Index provides subject matter identification , avoiding unneeded citation of titles
of articl es.

Citati ons are to Whole Number and inclusive pages. Thus, 172:259-65 refers to the
article in Whole No. 172 (Vol. 48, No.4, Nov. 1996), at pages 259-65.

169:7- 15

169:30-44

169:45-62

172:247-56

170 :79-82
170:91-99

172:244-46
171:182

170:103-10

169:i-iv
172:223
172:224

172:223-24

171:190-92
172:235-42

171:160-65
170:111-14

171:152-58
172:244

171:167-79; [172:223]

Author Index
Brown, Malcolm L., "A Census of Multiples (Three or More) of the 5¢ 1847"
Brown, Michae l 1., " Introduction to S.C.R.A.P."
Campbell, Alan C, "The Design Evolution of the United States Official Stamps"

[cont. from Vol. 47]
Campbell. Alan C; "Postscript to 'The Design Evolution of United State s

Official Stamps,.. 170: I 15- 17
Campbell. Alan c.. "Varieties of United States Official Stamp s: 90¢ Navy Short Transfer

and 3¢ Treasury Doub le Impression" 171:183-89
Carlin , Ray. 'T he Cover Corner" 169:65-7 1; 170:139-43 ; 171:206-14
Carlin. Ray, "What Happened to Great Britain's Mails?" 170:11 9-25
Car lin, Ray and Scott Gallagher, "The Co ver Corne r" 172 :280-86
Ce ller, Richard, see Hulme, Wilson et al.
Cra ig, Roy D., Jr., "Plate Varie ties on the 3¢ lu stice and 30¢ Treasury

Departmental Stamps"
Curran, Roger D., '''Fancy Cance ls' on the 1847 Issue"
Gallagher , Scott see Carlin, Ray and Scott Gallagher
Howard, Warren S., "A Land Office Story"
Hulme , Wilson, Keiji Taira, Richard Cel ler , Elliot Omi ya and Mark Rogers,

"Earliest KnownUses in the 185 1-1857 Era"
Lanphear, Lester c., III, "Department of the Interior First Day Usage"
Marasse, Henry F., M.D., "A Report of Two Rare 1847 Plate Proofs Each

Show ing Double Transfers"
McClun g, Michael C, "Double Transfers on the 3¢ 1861"
Milgram , l ames W., M.D ., " IO¢ 1847 with Troy & Nell' York Steamboa t Cance l"
Mooz, William E., "More About the 1865 News paper and Periodical Reprint"
Mooz, William E., "The Special Printing of the 1879 Postage Due Stamp"
Mooz, William E., 'T he Specia l Printings of the 1851 Franklin and Eagle

Carrier Stamps"
Omiya, Elliot see Hulme, Wi lson et al .
Peterson, C.1., comp., "Index to the Chronicle of the U.S. Class ic Postal Issues

Volume 47"
[Peterson, Charles 1.], "An Apology to Leonard Piszkiewicz"
[Peterson, Charle s 1.], "New Literature of Interest"
[Peterson, Charles 1.] , "The S.C.R.A.P. Corner"
Peterson, Charles 1., see a/so Skinner, Hubert C. and Char les 1. Peterson
Piszkiewicz, Leonard, "Chicago Postmarks of 1863 with Initials"
Rogers, Mark see Hulme, Wilson et at.
Roth, Steve n M, "Detecting Carrier Serv iced Covers in the Fee Paid Period :

A Primer"
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170:83

170:88

170:82-83

169:17-20

169:27-28
169:28-29

169:21-26
171:194-95
172:259-65
172:227-28

170:85-88
172:229-34

170:85-88

170:100-102

Skinner, Hubert C., "Early Cancellations of New York City: Part I"
[cont. from Vol. 47]

Skinner, Hubert S., "Quintesse ntial Covers: Part V- Addendum"
Skinner, Hubert C. and Charles J. Peterson, "Addenda and Corrigenda"

[on ex-Kapiloff cover]
Skinner, Hubert C. and Keiji Taira, "Early Cancellations of New York City: Part IIa-

Dated Circular Postmarks - 1851-1855"
Stimmell, Gordon, "Long Day ' s Journey Into Locals"
Taira , Keiji see Hulme , Wilson et a/ .
Taira, Keiji see Skinner, Hubert C. and Keiji Taira
Trepel, Scott R., "Book Review: Linn ' s Handbook on the 1869 Issue"
Wagshal, Jerome S., "Epilogue: An Editorial Comment"

[on research on the 1847 issue]
Wagshal , Jerome S., "Notice" [questions raised on status of

1847+Swarts local cove r]
Wagshal, Jerome S., "Some Comments About a Rare Combination 5¢ 1847

Plus Swarts Local Cover"
Wagshal , Jerome S., "Some Comments Regarding Fakes and Fakers, or,

How Mr. Steiner Got His Buttons"
Winter, Richard F., "Book Review: Transatlantic Mail Study Group Handbook"
Winter, Richard F., "Early Mails to Mexico by U.S.-Brit ish Convention"
Winter , Richard F., "In Memoriam: Allan L. Steinhart"
Winter, Richard F., "New York Exchange Office Markings-

Update" 170:126-38; 171:196-205; 172:266-78
Winter, Richard F., "North German Union Mails: Corrigendum" 170:118

Subject Index

Covers, patriotic:
Confederate flag cover, Baltimore, 1861

172:285

Accountancy markings see Foreign mails,
Postal Markings

Canada, cross-border mail:
5¢ 1847 on cover w/3p Beaver

169:27; 170:88
5¢ 1847 pair, 1848 Montreal-NYC cover

172:286

Cross-border mail see Canada
Drop letters:

Forwarding of 169:71; 170:140-41;
171:206-07

Fakes and forgeries:
Central American Steamship Co. adhesive,

Mary Carr cover? 170:139
"Troy and New York Steam Boat"

172:244-46
Foreign mails:

Calcutta-London-San Francisco 1857 cover,
markings, rates 171:210,213-14;

172:282-85
Great Britain interrupted mail to U.S.,

Sept. 1846 [ship stranded] 170:119-25
Havana-Edinburgh 1857 stampless

cover, "STEAMSHIP" 169:65-67
Leeward Islands-San Francisco via NYC,

per Fontabelle 170:121; 171:208-09;
172:280

Liverpool-Ph iladelphia, 24¢ rate, 1855
169:11

London-Philadelphia quad. rate, 1854
169:10-11

New York exchange office markings
170:126-38;

171:196-205; 172:266-78
North German Union-U.S. convention,

insufficiently paid mails 170:118

172:223
169:i-iv

172:223-24

introduction of postal rates

Chron icle:
editing procedures
index to Vol. 48
S.C.R.A.P. Corner, introduced

Confederate States of America :
Confederate flag cover, Baltimore, 1861

172:285
171:210 ;

172:281-82

Carriers and local posts:
covers, how to detect [continued

from Vol. 47] 169:7-15
Frankl in & Eagle carriers, special

printings 169:30-44
Hale & Co., Portsmouth -Boston cover

169:28-29
Swarts Express, on cover w/5¢ 1847

169:17-20; 170:83
themat ic/topical aspects of locals

172:229-34
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170:91-99

169:30-44

171:160-65

169:7-15
171:167-79;

172:223
"fancy cancel s" on 1847 issue 172:235-42
"MISSENT SOUTH" [WEST, EAST] ,

Baltimore 169:65
"NEW YORK *BRITISH TRANSIT' with

D, N markings 171:210-12,214
NYC, early cancels [cont. from Vol. 48]

169:27-28; 170:85-88
NYC , "1.0 ." & -c.i.: 169:66-68
"PAID 5," due 3, on 1851 Alabama-

Tennessee cove r 171:2 10; 172:281-82
PAID SHIP LETTER - LONDON

170:139-40
"STEAMSHIP," Havana-Edinburgh 1857

stampless cover 169:65-67
year-dated postmarks 170:85-88

Reviews: ' I~

Transatlantic Mail to and from British North
Americafrom the Early Days to U.P.U.

171 :194-95
United States Postage Stamps of 1869

170:79-82

Postage due stamps:
first month of usage cover

169:71; 170:140-41; 171:206-07
special printing 170:103-10

Postage stamps:
Postmaster's provi sionals, NYC, usages

169:27
1847 issue:

5¢, multiples, census 171:152-58
5¢, on cover with Swarts Express

169:17-20; 170:83
5¢, on cover wi 3p Beaver

169:27; 170:88
5¢, pair on 1848 Montreal-NYC cover

172:286
5¢ + IO¢ on cover (fake) 169:2 1-26
"fancy cancel s" 172:235-42
plate proofs, with double transfers

170:79-82
1851-57 issue:

ear liest known uses
1861-69 issue:

3¢ 1861, doub le transfers
1869 issue:

United States Postage Stamps of 1869
[review] 170:100-02

Postal markings:
"BRITISI-U25" 172:259-65
carr ier serviced covers [continued

from Vol. 47]
Chicago postmarks w/initials

Ship mail see Foreig n mails
Special Printings:

Franklin and Eagle carriers

Rotterdam -U.S. cover, 1846, Anglo-Dutch
Convention 169:71; 170:139-40;

171:207-08
Transatlantic Mail to and From British

North America from the Early Days to
UPU
[review] 171:194-95

UK-Philadelphia via NYC, 1785 169:7
UK-Philadelphia ship letter 169:9,11
U.S.-Mexico mail under U.S.-British

convention of 1848 172:259-65
Illinois:

Chicago postmarks wlinitia1s 171:167-79 ;
172:223

Interrupted mail:
S.S. Great Westem, Sept. 1846 170:119-25

Local posts see Carriers and local posts
Mary land:

Baltimore, "MISSENT SOUTH"
[WEST, EAST] 169:65

Massac husetts:
Portsmouth, Hale & Co. office , cover

169:28-29
New York:

NYC, early cancel s [cont. from Vol. 47]
169:27-28;170:85

NYC exchange office, markings 170:126-38;
171:196-205; 172:266-78

NYC, "1.0 ." & -c.r.- markings 169:66-68
Newspaper and Periodical stamps see Official

stamps
Offic ial stamps:

Attorney General opinion re use of penalty
envelopes, official stamps by field
agents 172:249-56

design evolution, U.S. officials [continued
from Vol. 47] 169:45-62; 170:115-17

double impressions 171:186-89
Dept. of Interior , first day usage

170:111-14
Dept. ofInterior, usage 172:247-56
Justice, 3¢, plate varieties 171:190-92
Navy, 90¢, short transfer 171:183-86
Newspaper and Periodica l, special

printings 171:182
Treasury, 3¢, doub le impression 171:186-89
Treasury, 30¢, plate variety 171:190-92

Patriotic covers see Covers, patriotic
Pennsylvania:

Philadelphia, carrier covers 169:7-13
Penny posts see Carrier s and local posts
Postage.due:

on forwarde d drop letters 169:7 1;
170:140-4 1;
171:206-07

on 1833 Troy, NY-Rutland, Vt. cover
170:141-43; 171:208-10
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Justice 3¢ and Treasury 30¢ ,
plate varie ties 171:190-92

News paper and Periodical, 5¢ 17 1:182
postage due 170:103-10

Specimen stamps see also Spec ial printings:
1847 5¢ and IO¢ plate proofs 170:79-82
Departrnentals, Justice 3¢and Treasury 30¢,

plate varieties 171:190-92
Steam boat mail:

Central American Steamship Co. 170:139
Fontabelle 170:170; 171 :208-09: 172:280
Golden Age 17 1:2 10,213- 14; 172:282-85
Great Britain 170:119-25; 17 1:207-08
Great Western Steamship Co . 170:119-25
Havana-Edinburgh 1857 stam pless

cove r, "STEAMSHIP" 169:65-67
Royal Mail Steam Packet Co . 172:259-65
'T roy and New York Stea rn Boat"

172:244-46
Whali ng Vessel Mary Carr 170:139
Steinhart, Allan L. , obituary 172:227-28

Tennessee: introduction of CSA postal rates
171:2 10; 172:281-82

Transatlantic mails see Foreign mails
Treaties and co nventions see Foreig n mails
Wreck covers see Interrupted mail
iv
U. S. CANCELLATION
CLUB NEWS

Devoted to thc study and discus sion
of intcrcsting and notcworthy

canccllations, primarily as found
on 19th centu ry U.S. stam ps.

Publish ed quarterly by th e
U.S. Cancell ation Club

APS Affiliatc #7 5

Subscr ipt ion included with
membership. Annua l du es S8 plus

one-time SI admission fcc.

Sam pic issuc availuble S1.
Write:

U.S. Canccllation Club
132 Country Flower R oad

Newark, DE 19711
CANCELLATIONS
AND KILLERS

OF THE BANKNOTE ERA
1870-1894

by James M. Cole

Tracings of ove r 5,000 cancella tions of the
bank no te era, approx . 150 hal ftone illustra­
tions. With essay on cancel collec ting,
introductory chapter on postmarks and
postm arkin g devices, bib liog raphy, town
index and Cole cata log inde x. 360 pages,
81hx II , c lo th bou nd .

$49.50 postpaid from :

USPCS, P.O. Box 455, Wheeling, IL 60090
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And When You Need The Finest U.S.
Classics For Your Collection, Put Your
Want List On File With Us.

"Andrew Levitt helped me complete
my exhibit of the United States imper­
forate issues of 1851 ...including a num­
ber of very difficult-to-find items."

This remark from a specialistwho had
searched for a number of key items for
many years--only to have the Andrew
Levitt firm unearth for him stamps and
covers that added dramatically to his col­
lection.

Let's be frank. Of course, we can't
promise that we can always do the same
for everyone. But if you're familiar at all
with our veryexperienced firm,you know
that wewill work extra hard to locate only
the finest-and even the most unusual­
stamps and postal history.

You may also wish to allowus to help
you distinctively mount your collection.
Contact us today and let us begin now

to go to work for you. We think you may
be rather delighted. Our telephone num­
ber is (203) 743-5291.

For years,
the serious
United States
specialist has
turned to An­
drew Levitt to
help him de­
velop the
highly special­
ized study of
America's
classic issues.
This on-piece
pair of No.2 is
only an ex­
ample of ma­
terial normally
in our stock.

Some Of America's Most Outstanding Collections
Have Been Professionally Mounted By Us.

Few collectors realize that, when it eventually comes time to sell, the
method in which a collection is showcased and mounted can often play

a major role in the final determination of value. Andrew Levitt offers a
professional custom mounting service that brings distinction and

personality to the pages of your collection....while inestimably adding to
its overall value. Our service is directed by Randy L Neil, gold medal

exhibitor and founder of the American Association of Philatelic Exhibi­
tors. Call us for our colorful Mounting SeIVice brochure.

Visit Our Internet Website:
http://wmv.andrewlevitt.com

Post Office Box 342
Danbury CT 06813

Andrew Levitt

AI~PC
Philatelic Consu lt a n t

(203) 743-5291
Fax:(203) 730-8238

E-mail: levstamp@earthlink.net
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S.C.R.A.P. CORNER
MICHAEL J. BROWN, Editor
Pony Ex press covers have long fasc inated postal history buffs. Natu rall y, fakers
have, from time to time , tried to exploit the high demand and high prices commanded by
genuine exa mples of Pony Ex press usages. The three cove rs describ ed below are fakes
from the S.C.R.A.P. Reference Collection. George J . Kramer wrote for us a series of
monograph s on them , examining each in detail. His research was comprehe nsive, going
into such areas as wes tern state registers and almanacs, publ ic philatelic auctions of the
last 40 years, Philatelic Foundation opinions, and his own exte nsive co llec tion and refer­
ences. His work was rev iewed by William A. Fox and John Birkinbine II. The following
is taken from those monographs.

WELLS FARGO PONY EXPRESS USAGES
IS.C.R.A.P. Numbers 86-049-02,86-049-03, & 86-049-06)

DESCRIPTION: Three similarly marked Wells, Fargo & Co. Pony Express usages:
Figure I is a cover with a sing le 1862-64 issue Wells Fargo blue 25¢ local stamp on a U.S.
1861 3¢ pink on buff paper postal stamped envelope, canceled with a blue WELLS, FAR­
GO & Co.lGOLD HILL, N.T. oval date stamp, addressed to Folsom, California ; Figure 2
is a cove r with a single 1862-64 issue Wells Fargo red 25¢ local stamp on a U.S. 1854 3¢
red on buff paper postal stamped envelope with PAID Wells, Fargo & Co. imprint frank ,
cance led with a blu e WELLS, FARGO & Co.lGOLD HILL, N.T. oval date stamp, ad­
dressed to Yreka, Californ ia; and Figure 3 is a cover with a sing le 1862-64 issue Wells
Fargo brown IO¢ local stamp on a U.S. 1861 3¢ pink on buff paper postal stamped enve­
lope, ca nce led with a blu e WELLS, FARGO & Co.lVIRGINIA CIT Y, N.T. ova l date
stamp, addressed to Sacramento, Californ ia.

APPARENT USAGES: Fully prepaid, 3¢ per half ounce, U.S. single domestic rate,
plus additional Wells, Fargo & Co. Pony Express fees (initially 10¢ but later 25¢ per half
ounce) charged for carriage on the "Virginia City Pony," a service which Wells Fargo oper­
ated beginning in August 1862 between San Francisco, Sacramento and other intermediate
points, and Virginia City in the Nevada Territory.

Figure 1. A faked usage of the Virginia City Pony Express from Gold Hill, Nevada Territory
to Folsom, California (S.C.R.A .P. No. 86-049-02)
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Figure 2. Another faked Gold Hill, Nevada Territory origin, this time to Yreka, California
IS.C.R.A.P. No. 86·049·03)

Figure 3. A faked cover from Virginia City, Nevada Territory to Sacramento, California
showing carriage by Wells Fargo's Virginia City Pony IS.C.R.A.P. No. 86·049·06)
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ANALYSIS: All of the covers shown at Figures 1, 2 and 3 were faked in approxi­
mately the same manner. In eac h case the faker took a genuine unused U.S. 3¢ posta l
stamped enve lope, manu all y wro te the name and address to a legitima tely known ad­
dressee, affixed a genuine unused 1862-64 issue Wells Fargo local pony stamp, and ap­
plied a counterfeit strike of a known Wells Fargo oval date stamp.

The genera l dimensions of the strikes of the GOLD HILL, N.T. oval date stamps in
Figures 1 and 2 are quite close to the authent ic in almost all areas. However, the overa ll
quality of the strike appears very mottled (see Figure 4), with the letters fuller and not
nearly as delicate in nature as with genuine examples. There are minor style differences in
many letters, as well as differences of width and sharpness in certain of the letters. For ex­
ample, the "G," "L" and "N" in GOLD HILL, N.T. are from 0.5 to almost 1.0 mm wider
than should be the case, even allowing for variations in strike pressure. Ironically, the let­
ters of the date line are slightly sharper and smaller in Figure 2 than in the genuine.

Figure 4. Close up of the mottled oval date stamp of S.C.R.A.P. NO. 86-049-02 (Figure 1)

Sim ilar mott led character istics and dimensional letter varia tions are noted in the
VIRGINIA CITY, N.T. oval date stamp in Figure 3. For example, the "C" in "S: Co." is
not as narrow an oval shape and the position of the "0" is noticeably lower as related to the
"C" than in the genuine. Additionally, the color of the blue cancel in this and the previous
GOLD HILL, N.T. oval date stamps in Figures 1 and 2 is too light a shade when compared
to genuine strikes.

Addressees and handwrit ing on the three covers provide the final damning evide nce
of fakery. The addressees on all three covers are known to postal historians for the period
of indicated use. For example, Rev J(olin) E. Benton shown on Figure I is known on no
less than seven genuine Virginia City Pony covers of the period by four different senders.
Howeve r, that name has also been found on at least three other faked Virginia City Pony
covers . The hand writing on the Figure 1 cover exactly matches one of the latter. The slants
and flows of the addresses in Figures 2 and 3 are similarly identical to those found on oth­
er recog nized spurious covers. All three covers discussed here have the same aspects and
traits as many other known fakes which have been attributed to a well known deceased
New York dealer and postal history faker.

One final obse rvation; very few genuine covers carried on the Virginia City Pony
were not of the type with PAID Wells, Fargo & Co. imprint frank on an embossed postal
stampe d envelope. While the Figure 2 cover has such a frank, it is absent in Figures 1 and
3.

CONC LUS ION: Genu ine period U.S. postal stamped envelopes and genuine unused
Wells Fargo local stamps were combined with spurious Wells Fargo oval date stamps to
produce these dangerous phil atelic fakes. 0
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SPECIAL PRINTINGS 1875-84
CORRECTIONS TO 1997 SCOTT CATALOG LISTINGS
WILLIAM E. MOOZ

The 1997 Scott specialized catalog does not take into account recent finding s pub­
lished in this Section of the Chronicle. The catalog continues to rely upon the research of
John Luff, as first published in 1902. That monum ental work somehow overlooked some
of the official data and records kept by the office of the Thi rd Assistant Postm aster
General, and this resulted in certain miscalculations and inaccuracies which have persisted
to this day. Thi s article will summarize the differences between what appears in Scott and
what later research has shown to be true, and explain the significance .

1¢ 1869 Reprint (Scott 123, 133 and 133a)
Scott 123 was printed by the National Bank Note Company (NBNC) in 1875 on hard

paper. The latter two stamps were printed by the American Bank Note Comp any (ABNC)
on soft paper, and were reprintings of the first hard paper reprint listed in Scott as Number
123. Scott lists the latter two stamps as being produced in 1880, with a total numb er of
23,252 stamps being sold. Number 123 is listed as being buff in co lor, and 133a as being
brown orange.

There are severa l corrections which are appropriate. First, there were not two stamps
printed after the hard paper variety, but three. A seco nd printin g of 5,000 buff stamps on
soft paper was produced by ABNC in 1880 and sold. Th is was followed in 1881 by a third
print ing by ABNC of 10,000 stamps on soft paper which were brown orange, and which
sold out. A fourth printing of another 10,000 stamps on soft paper was made in 1882 by
ABNC, and 8,252 of these were sold; these stamps were also brown orange . The total of
these three soft paper reprintings by the ABNC is 23,252, which is exactly what is listed in
Scott. However, the Scott data fails to indicate that the brown oran ge stamp is much more
comm on than the buff stamp. Sales of the buff stamp totaled 5,000, while the two brown
orange printings totaled 18,252 stamps. From a philatelic point of view, it is also important
to know that while the buff stamp was printed in 1880, the brown orange stamps were
printed in 1881 and 1882. Unfortunately, no way has yet been found to distinguish be­
tween the two brown orange printings.

S¢ Garfield Special Printing (Scott 20SC)
The Scott specialized does not list the number of these stamps sold. These data were

developed by Luff, who showed that 2,463 stamps had been sold. Later research showed
that copies of the actual invoices for these stamps indicated that 2,312 of them had been
sold during the period from February through July, 1882. Record s for later sales are unfor­
tunately not available to confirm the Luff figure, but there is no reason to doubt it.

2¢ Washington Special Printing (Scott 211B)
This stamp has endured a confusing description for many years. The Scott catalog

now assigns this Scott number to a special trial prin ting by a steam press. Unfortunately,
the catalog assigns no catalog number to the special prin ting of the contemporaneous 2¢
Washington stamp. Luff reports that 55 of these were sold, and the catalog uses this figure
in a footnote. The catalog also states that there is no clear evidence that these 55 stamps
can be differentiated from "no gum examples of Scott 2 10." Thi s statement should be ex­
panded to say that these 55 stamps also cannot be differentiated from the steam printing
stamps. Whether or not the 55 special printing stamps had gum cannot be said, since they
have never been identified. Since there is irrefutable evidence that the specia l printing was
sold to the public, one wonders whether or not it should be assigned a catalog number, de-
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spite the fact that it cannot yet be identified. It would seem that historical accuracy would
requ ire it.

1¢ Agriculture Special Printing (Scott 01SD and 0ISDc)
The catalog lists the total of these stamps sold as 20,234, and indicates thay they

were issued in 1875. Actually there were three printings, and the number of each printing
sold has been determ ined from the records. The first printing by the Cont inental Bank
Note Company (CBNC) in early 1875 was on hard white paper (O ISD), compri sed 10,000
stamps, and presumably was completely sold. This was followed by a second printing in
late 1875 by CBNC of 10,000 stamps on ribbed paper (O ISDc), which again was pre­
sumed completely sold. Finally, an additional 5,000 stamps were printed by the ABNC in
1883, and 234 of these were sold . The catalog correctly lists the total number of I¢
Agric ulture stamps sold, but should refine this to indicate the proper dates of printing, and
the numbers of each sold. Lacking also is any identifying number for the 1883 ABNC
printing.

1¢ Executive Special Printing (Scott 0IOSD, 010SDb and 010xSD)
The catalog correctly lists the total of these sold as 24,652, but does not list the num­

ber of each sold, nor the fact that OlOxSD was printed in 1881. The correct numbers of
these stamps sold were 10,000 each for OIOSD and OIOSDb , and 4,652 for OIOxSD. As
mentioned, 01 OxSD was printed in 1881, and the other two stamps were issued in early
and late 1875, respec tively.

1¢ Justice Special Printing (Scott 025SD and 025SDc)
Again, the catalog correc tly lists the total of these two stamps sold as 19,729. The

correct breakdown is 10,000 0 25SD and 9,729 0 25SDc. Both were printed in 1875.
1¢ Navy Special Printing (Scott 035SD and 035xSD)

The total numb er sold is correctly listed in Scott as 14,182 stamps. Of these, 10,000
were the early 1875 print ing on hard paper, and 4, 182 were the 1881 ABNC printing on
soft paper.

1¢ State Department Special Printing (Scott 057SD, 057SDc and 057xSD)
Here we have three different stamps, printed in early 1875, late 1875 and 1881, re­

spec tively. The Scott catalog correctly lists the total sales of the three as 21,672 stamps. Of
these, the early 1875 CBNC printing on hard paper was of 10,000, the late 1875 CBNC
printing on ribbed paper was of 10,000, and the 1881 ABNC printing on soft paper was of
1,672 stamps .

5¢ 1865 Newspaper and Periodical Reprint (Scott PR5 and PR8)
The first reprint, Scott PR5, is correctly described in the catalog as to date and num­

ber sold. There is an error regarding the second reprint. The catalog describes it as PR8,
printed in 1881, with 5,645 sold. In fact, the 1881 printing by the ABNC was comprised of
5,000 stamps, all of which pre sumably were sold. Another printing was made by the
ABNC in 1884, of which 645 stamps were sold. This last printin g is not mentioned in the
catalog, and it has no numb er assigned to it.

2¢ 1874 Newspaper and Periodical Special Printing
(Scott PR33 and PR80)

The cata log ass igns the above two numbers, but three stamps were actua lly printed
and sold. Scott reco rds a total quantity of 19,514 for the three stamps. The first printing by
CBNC in early 1875 consisted of 5,000 stamps on hard paper. The seco nd printing by
CBNC in late 1875 consis ted of 10,000 copies on ribbed paper. There is a notation in the
catalog under PR33 that the ribbed paper variety exists, but unlike the Scott listings for the
ribbed paper spec ial printings of the I¢ Agriculture (O ISDc), Executive (O IOSDc),
Justice (025SDc) and State (0 57SDc), this stamp is not assigned a formal designation. In
view of the disparity in quantit ies, it would seem a separate listing would be called for not
only for histori cal acc uracy but for proper valuation as well. With respec t to the 1883
ABNC printing on soft porous paper, 4,5 14 copies were sold.
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3¢ 1874 Newspaper and Periodical Special Printing (Scott PR34)
The catalog listing of this stamp has the same omissions as that of the 2¢ stamp.

Sales are reported as 6,952, but this is the total of two distinct stamps which were issued
and sold. The first was the early 1875 CBNC stamp on hard paper, of which 5,000 were
printed and sold. Then in late 1875 an additional printing on ribbed paper was made, of
which 1,952 copies were sold. The ribbed stamp is listed under the PR34 designation, but
is not assigned an identifying number or letter.

1¢ Postage Due Special Printing (Scott J8)
The catalog repeats the Luff error in counting the number of stamps sold, due to

overlooking a printing of 5,000 stamps. The correct number of stamps sold is 9,420, re­
sulting from three printings, two in 1879 and one in 1883. (Unfortunately, the history of
this stamp is so convoluted that there is no way to separate these printings .)

1¢ Franklin Carrier Reprint (L03 and L04)
These two Scott catalog designations actually describe four stamps . Although no

numbers of stamps sold are assigned to either the individual designations or the total of
them, the introductory text identifies two printings of 10,000 stamps each. The Post Office
Department Bill Books record three printings: one in early 1875, one in late 1875 and one
in 1881. In addition, there was a printing of perhaps one sheet on the wrong paper, of
which only six examples survive as Scott L04. The recorded total number of these
Franklin Carrier stamps sold was 22,110, probably not including the six surviving from the
first sheet. Of these, there were 10,000 from the CBNC first printing in early 1875 on rose
paper, using non-fluorescent ink. The second printing by CBNC of 10,000 in late 1875
was also on rose paper, but used fluorescent ink. Last, there were 2,110 stamps sold from
the third printing by ABNC in 1881, which were on thick light rose paper. The catalog
does not recognize these different stamps, nor does it publish the numbers sold. Strangely
enough, the catalog refers to L03 as a reprint, and to L04 as a special printing, whereas
they are both either the one or the other.

1¢ Eagle Carrier Reprint (Scott LOS and L06)
As with the Franklin Carrier, the Scott description of the Eagle Carrier suffers from

many of the same problems. L05 is described as a reprint, and L06 is described as a spe­
cial printing . No quantities are listed, nor is there any recognition of the three separate
printings of the stamp. The early 1875 printing by CBNC was on hard paper, and was is­
sued both in perforated and imperforate form, Scott L05 and L06, respectively. These two
varieties of the same printing sold a total of 10,000 copies, with no easy way to determine
how many of each were sold. A printing in late 1875 by CBNC using fluorescent ink also
resulted in sales of 10,000 copies. Finally, the ABNC made a third reprinting in 1881 on
thick wove or soft paper, of which 9,680 copies were sold.

The Scott specialized catalog is what most specialists rely upon for detailed and ac­
curate information, and its continual updating and refinement is a laudable effort which
can only assist specialists to understand the stamps which they have in their collections
and provide less-knowledgeable collectors with identification and market guidance .
Hopefully the data summarized in this article will be of use to specialists, and can be used
as well as a guide by Scott. Detailed information on each of the stamps described above
can be found in previous articles in this Section of the Chronicle . 0
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Unusual 19th century
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Colonial to 1875
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Ship Mail Steam Markings
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Searches for particular areas are gladly undertaken
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BRAD SHEFF
P.o. Box 246

Northfield, VT 05663
(802) 485-8239
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN CAMBELL, Editor
10¢, 2¢, 3¢ EXECUTIVE COMBINATION USAGE
LESTER C. LANPHEAR III

In lookin g through history we see that politics has not really changed. The personal
influence of people has been present throughout time.

Over twelve years ago I purchased part of the Lafayette E. Campbell correspon­
dence. The main philatelic item was a cover that will be described later in this article . First
let 's discuss Lafayette E. Campbell , his family, milit ary history, family connections to po­
litical figures, and the polit ical intrigue contained in the correspondence . (All letters refer­
enced are in possession of the author unless otherwise noted. )

Lafayette E. Campb ell was born in Dayton, Ohi o in 1845. When the Civil War broke
out Campb ell was attending Miami University. Within a few months, at the age of 17, he
left school and traveled to Missouri to enter the war, the start of a long military career. He
married Margaret Dent , the daughter of Colon el Frederick T. Dent of St. Loui s, in 1875
while ass igned to Fort Leavenworth. ' Colonel Dent's sister, Juli a Boggs Dent , had married
Ulysses S. Grant in 1848.

In looking at the military record s of Lafayette E. Campbell , we come across the fol­
lowing description of his early caree r:

Statement of Volunteer Record During the Rebellion, written by Lafayette
E. Campbell on Apr il 11, 1872 at Fort Randall, Dakota Terrttory.'

In 1861 was employed as a scout in Missour i - participated in numerous skir­
mishes and minor engage ments in the winter of 1861 & 1862. Spring of 1862 attache d
myself to the 3rd Iowa Cavalry and remained with them until the 22 of July following
when I enlisted in said regiment and served with them in the Campaign in Missouri .
Was prese nt and participated in the engagement at "Booth 's Far m" "Moores Mill s"
[sic] Kirksvi lle and on retreat of the Rebels was in pursuit and in engage ment near
Fulton Missouri was wounded in the mouth. Regiment went to South West Mo. was in­
gaged [sic] in Battery of Hartsville Mo. In fall of 1862 was sent to the Army of the
Tennessee then opera ting near Memphi s and Cori nth was in expedition with Genl Grant
to Holl y Spri ngs wa s captured and sent to Richmond. Was released by Vice
President Stevens [sic] on account of personal relations between our families.
Returned to St. Louis and was transferred to the Marine Brigade served with this Corps
in the engagement at Duck River Tenn. and at Raymond and Siege of Vicksburg was
wounded and sent to St. Louis partially recoveri ng I was detailed as Clerk Hd Qtrs
Dept. of the Mo. Was appointed 1st Lieutenant 3rd U.S.v. Feby 22, 1865. Arriv ing at
Davenport Iowa took command of 4 Companies of the regiment enro ute [sic] to Fort
Leavenworth. Was in command of the regiment armed and equipped it and commanded
the regiment on the march from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney served a short time
as Adjutant of the Post. Was on duty with the Cavalry on Indian expedition to the Hd
Waters of the Elkhorn river. Was on active duty in pursuit of Indians guarding wagon
trains etc, until in November 1865. Was ordered to Leavenworth Kansas for muster out.
Was appointed 2nd Lieut 15th Inf II May 1866. Transferred to 33 Infantry in Sept
1866. Left out in consolidation and assigned to 22rd Infantry.

L. E. Campbell
1st Lieut., 22 Inf

In bold text in the above statement (my emphas is) , you will notice the political influ ­
ence of the famil y relation ship to the Vice Presid ent of the Confederacy Alexander H.
Stephens.

'''Funeral Rites held today for Col. Campbell," Denver Evening Times , May 5th, 1919.
'Appointment, Commission. and Personal File of Lafayette E. Campbell , Record Group 94,

Records of the Adjutant Generals Office, National Archives.
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Figure 1. Photo of Lafayette E. Campbell, circa 1875
Washburn, Canal Street, New Orleans

The Th ird U.S. Volunteers was one of the regiments referred to as "Galvanized
Yankees" and consisted of Confederate prisoners from the Rock Island , Illinois prisoner­
of-war camp. The prisoners volunteered to serve in the West fighting Indians rather than
spend their time in prison. Thi s effort was designed to relieve troops in the West for other
operations. Campb ell was chosen to command the four Companies as he was the highest
rankin g officer at the time and the troops were needed to protect the stage line west of Fort
Kearney without any further delay." The expedition to Elkhorn river is better known as the
Powder Ri ver Expedition ag ain st the Sioux, Che yenne and Arapaho Indian s under
Brigadier General Patrick E. Conner. Campbell later served on the staff of General Connor
in Salt Lake. From 1869 to 1876 he was assigned to various posts along the Missouri River
and was part of three Yellowstone Expedition s (1871, 1872 and 1873) with the Northern

'Brigham D. Madsen, Glory Hunter; A Biography of Patrick Edward Connor (Salt Lake City:
University of Utah Publications, 1990), p. 129.

4D. Alexander Brown, The Galvanized Yankees (Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois, 1963),
p.17
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Pacific Railroad survey party. After being promoted to Captain in 1876, Campbell served
at the following posts with the indicated assignments:'

Fort Monroe" , Virginia
San Antonio, Texas
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
Denver, Colorado
Fort Sheridan, Illinois

August 5, 1876
October 19, 1880
November 22, 1883
November 8, 1887
July, 1891

Directed construction of Fort Sam Houston
Depot Quartermaster
Supervised construction of Fort Logan?
In charge of construction

On October 31, 189 1, after thirty years in the Volunteer and Regul ar Armies,
Campbell applied for a medical leave of absence due to chronic muscular rheumati sm. On
December 12, 1892, Captain Campbell (still an assistant quartermaster) was retired from
active service as a major. He was involved in many mining ventures with David H. Moffat
and Sylvester T. Smith . In 1904 Campbell applied for a further promotion under provi­
sions of a new law. After six years Campbell was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel
(Retired). During his years in Denver he was known for his philanthropic work. He died in
Denver in 1919 and was buried at Arlington Nationa l Cemetery."

Little is known of his personal life. The nature of the family connection to Alexander
Stephens is also unknown . When and where he first met his wife is not known although I
believe he met her through General Grant from the following statement in his obituary:
"He was transferred to Fortress Monroe in 1874 and was a close associate of General
Grant, who intrusted [sic] him with a large share of his plans for the betterment of the
army."10

Before being mustered out of the Volunteer Army in November, 1865, Lafayette E.
Campbell desired to become an officer in the Regular Army. Because of the numerous vol­
unteer and regular officers who served during the Civil War, there was much competition
for what few position s were available after the war.

As early as August 10, 1865 Lafayette E. Campbell started the pursuit for a perma­
nent position in the Regular Army. He contacted many military officers with whom he had
served and asked for their assistance. With their testimonials he applied to the Secretary of
War, E. M. Stanton , on several occasions for a position of Lieutenant in the Regular Army.
The following is the text of one of these letters :

Headquarters Post Fort Kearne y, N.T.
Hon. E. M. Stanton Augu st 10th 1865
Secretary of War

Washington DC
I have the honor to apply for a position as Lieutenant in Regu lar Service (in

Infantry). I have been in the service of our country since 1861, and I now feel desirou s
of serving my country in the capacity of a Lieutenant.

Enclo sed please find testimonials from officers with whom I am personally ac­
quainted.

Hoping this may meet your favorable consideration . I await your reply.
I am Very Respectfully,

Your Obedient Servant
Lafayette E. Campbell

1st Lieut 3d U. S. Vols. and Post Adju tant

' Introductory remark s to a Military Estate Sale of Dent and Campbell in 1983.
'Fort Monroe is often referred to as Fortres s Monroe although the name was changed in 1832.
"Robert W. Frazer, Forts of the West (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press,

1965, 1977 printing), p. 39.
' '' Funeral Rites . .. ," op. cit.
"Introductory remark s to a Military Estate Sale of Dent and Campbell in 1983.
-tu«
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For a period of about a year Camp bell co ntinued in his pursui t of a position in the
Regu lar Army. These effo rts invo lved ma ny peo ple who wro te lett e rs, tes timo nial s, or per ­
so na lly met wi th the Secre tary of War. Among these peopl e are the following: "

Charles D. Drake
Thomas W. Tipton
Geo. Anderson
Grenville M. Dodge
Joseph F. Bennett
Jefferson C. Davis
Christopher H. McNa lly

U. S. Senator from Missouri (40th and 4 1st Congress)
U. S. Senator from Nebraska (39th and 42nd Congress)
Member of Congress
Major General
Assistant Adjutant General
Major General by Brevet
Colonel 3rd US Volunteers

O n May II , 1866 La faye tte E Cam pbe ll rece ived a co m mis sion of Second
Lie utenant in the 15th U .S . Infant ry and on Se ptember 2 1, 1866 was assig ned to the 33rd
U.S . Infantry." On ce in the Regu lar Army Ca mpbe ll continued to see k a promotion to ei­
ther First Lieutena nt or brevet Captain.

Congressman Anderson wrote in June 1867 that he wou ld personally see the
Secretary of War regard ing a pro mo tion to Firs t Lieuten ant. On Ju ne 8, 1867, only months
after Senator C harles D . D rake becam e Sena tor, he wrote to Ca mpbell , " I saw the
Secretary of War tod ay o n yo ur beh alf, and he at once made an order for your promotion
to the Ist Lieute na ncy vacant in yo ur Regimen t." In July 1867 Lafayette E. Campbe ll re­
ceived a letter , via Sena tor D rake, ind icating no position of First Lie utenant was ava ilable
in the 33rd Infantry. Ahhh, the tria ls and tribul ations of politics and promotio ns!

O n February 8, 1868 Senator Drake wro te to Secretary Stanto n req uesting a brevet
positio n fo r Campbe ll. On Ju ne 12, !868 the followi ng inte rnal War Departme nt report
was prepared. "

An applica tion for brevet promotion in the U. S. Army was received from Lieut.
L.E. Campbell, 33 Infantry, through Senator Drake, June 5, 1868, dated Feb. 8 '68 .

There is no evidence in this office or on the papers that Mr. Stanton, with whom
the application was filed, approved it. He served as an enlisted man till appointed 1st
Lie ut. U. S . Volu n teer Infant ry in Feb. 1865, and ren dered no service as a
Commissioned officer of volunteers, for which he could be brevetted.
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
J C. Kelton, 12 June 68, Ass't Ad'jt Gen'!

Senator Drake mad e several efforts on Campbell's beh alf and then on June 24, 1868
se nt the foll owing letter to Campbell late in the Johnson Ad ministratio n.

Lieut. L.E. Campbell, U.S.A. Washington, June 24, 1868
Rome, Ga.,

Dear Sir
Yours of 16 th inst. is at hand.

There are a multitude of nominations for Brevets now before the Senate, upon
which it is not likely that any action will be had during the present Administration.
Even if yours should be sent in, it would not probably be acted upon any more than the
rest. For this reaso n, & because I am not in favor with the Administration, I decline to
ask anything of it, particularly as a Brevet is a matter in which you can only remotely
have any actual substantial interest, however pleasant it might be to have it.

Yours truly
C.D. Drake

"Appointment, Commission , and Personal File . . ., op. cit .
"Francis B. Heitman (Comp.), Historical Register and Dictiona ry of the United States Army,

Vol. I (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1903, 1965 reprint), p. 278.
"Appointment. Commission , and Personal File . . ., op. cit .
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In the world of politics and the milit ary, if you wait long enough the .winds will
change. Fifteen days after Grant' s election on Novemb er 3, 1868 Secretary Schofi eld sent
the following letter to Campbell:

War Department
November 18th 1868

Sir:
You are hereby informed that the President of the United States has prom oted

you to the rank of First Lieutenant in the Thirty-third Regiment of Infantry in the ser­
vice of the United States, to take effect from the Eleventh day of October, one thousand
eight hundred and Sixty-eight vice Sheibner, promoted. Should the Senate, at their next
session, advise and consent thereto, you will be commissioned acco rdingly.
J.M. Schofie ld Secretary of War

No records are available as to who presented this promotion to the Secretary of War
Schofield. It was most likely that Senator Drake contacted Secretary Schofield . Just before
the war Schofield was a professor of physics at Washington University in St. Louis and at
the start of the war he was the mustering officer in Missouri and served as major of the 1st
Missouri Volunteer Infantry in 1862-63.14 During this time Drake served in the Missouri
house of representatives and was a strong opponent of the secess ion movement ." Schofield
and Drake most likely knew each other durin g this time. The connection to Campbell is a
little bit unsure. In 1862 Campbell , then seventeen yea rs old, served as a scout for the
same unit with Schofield but it is not known it they knew each other. At the time of the ap­
pointment in October it was obvious that Grant was going to win the election in November
and Schofield would be replaced. If Schofield wanted to repa y any old debts or create any
obligation for the future the time was short. Colonel Frederick T. Dent , Campbell's father­
in-law, was a classmate of U.S. Grant at West Point and graduated in 1843. While
Lieutenant Grant was assigned to Jefferson Barracks in St. Louis he met his futur e wife
through his classmate and was married in 1848. Over the years Frederick Dent served in
both the Mexican War and the Civil War before becomi ng aide-de-camp to Lieut enant
General Grant. After the war he served as an aide to General Will iam T. Sherman from
1869 to 1873 and was ass igned as milit ary secretary at the White Hou se of President
Grant. Thus for over thirty years Dent and Grant were friends and comrades . It should be
noted that most of President Grant 's secretaries served under him durin g the Civil War.

Most of the correspondence in hand was received by Campbell before 1873 and as
such was mailed under the free franking privilege for government officials. One of these
covers is shown in Figure 2.

There is a gap in the correspondence between 1869 and 1875. In 1875 it again be­
comes apparent that Campbell still has aspirations for advancement. This is shown in the
followin g letter from Frederick T. Dent, Mrs. Grant 's brother, while he was secretary to
President Grant.

Executive Mansion,
Washington 4th May 1875

Dear Mr. Campbell
I am sorry to inform you that the President has virtualy [sic] filled the vacancy in

the Com' y Dept the day after it was made by the death of Shiras - it was given to the
Sec of War for the son of an old and very dear friend of both the Sec 'y and the Pres't
and whose war record was excellent. I have spoken to the President in your behalf and I

"William Gardner Bell , Secretaries of War and Sec retaries of the Army (Washington, D.C.:
United States Army Center of Military History, 1982), p. 74.

"Appletons ' Cyclopaedia of American Biography, Volume II (James Grant Wilson and John
Fiske, editors)(New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1887), p. 223 .
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Figure 2. Free Frank cover from U. S. Senator C. D. Drake in 1867

think he will give you the next vacancy. Babcock has promised me to bring in the pa­
pers in your case as soo n as a vacancy occurs. I will see McFeely an [sic] have him
nomin ate you to the President whenever there is a vacancy. The Sec'y of War will also
do so . It is I think only a question of time - you must be patient for a while it will all
come out as we wish in the end.

I am glad you are to be with Madge 's part of the way home. We would be glad to
have you come to us any time you wish during the Spring or Summer. The latch string
hangs on the outside of the door for you - at all times.
Mrs. Dent joins me in love to you.

Yours truly FT. Dent
It should be noted that Brigadier-General Alexander E. Shiras died on April 14, 1875

while serving as Commissary-General of Subsistence and on the same day Brigadi er­
General Robert MacFeely was named to replace him." Note also that Madge was the name
that Margaret Dent used instead of her given name.

The pol itic s of appointments are again apparent in this letter. On May 29, 1876
Campbell was promoted to Captain and on June 17, 1876 Grant signed the Commission.
By the time of Campbell 's promotion it was apparent that Grant would not be the next
President. Grant knew that a staff position would be short-lived or not confirmed by the
Senate, and instead prom oted Campbell to Captain.

It is apparent that Campbell was promoted because of his good service record , his
previou s association with Grant in 1874, and his being married to Grants' niece.

Among the correspondence were two obsolete free frank envelopes franked with
Executive stamps . Among Departmental specialists it is recognized that cove rs of the
Executive Office are the second most difficult to obtain of the Departmental issues (the
Department of Agriculture being the most difficult ). Few articles on Departmental covers
have been written, other than the overviews by Philip H. Ward, Jr. In one of these articles
Ward said of the Executive covers, "Any Executive cover other than one showing a single
3¢ is of the grea test rarit y.'?' Since this article was written additional Executive covers
have come to light and the number of covers recorded for each value, except the 1O¢, is
grea ter than five. Most 2¢ uses are in combination with a I¢ paying the 3¢ single rate.

"United States Departm ent of War, Annual Report of the Secreta ry of War Oil the Operations
of the Departm ent . fo r the Fis cal Year Ending June 30. 18 75, Volume I (Was hi ngto n, D.C. :
Governm ent Printing Office, 1875), p. 314.
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Executive stamps were only used for 6112 years, with the latest known usage being January
19,1880. No Executive stamps were delivered after June 30, 1877.18

In the same article Ward said, "Of the 10¢ not a single copy is known to exist on the
entire cover." A small piece with a strip of five 10¢ Executives had been sold the month
before in the Ackerman Sale." This strip shows the magenta stars from Long Branch, New
Jersey.

Figure 3. Executive Mansion cover from Dent

Of the two Departmental covers to Campbell, one was franked with a single 3¢
stamp postmarked on May 4th, 1875, and contained the letter from his father-in-law F.T.
Dent previously cited (See Figure 3). The other is franked with a combination of the 1O¢,
2¢ and 3¢ values, postmarked on December 20th, 1876, paying the quintuple domestic let­
ter rate and signed by Secretary c.c. Sniffen (See Figure 4). This is the only cover record­
ed to date with a 10¢ Executive usage and is the greatest Executive combination recorded.
The cover was sent to Campbell in 1876 and probably contained the official appointment
to Captain signed by President Grant on June 17, 1876. The appointment is on folded
parchment measuring 15112 by 19112 inches. The size and weight support the belief that the
commission was probably the original contents of this quintuple-rate cover, accompanied
perhaps by a letter of transmittal. (Campbell took the oath of office as Captain ,
Quartermaster Corps, on June 28, at his new headquarters in Michigan , and on August 5
was assigned to Fort Monroe, Va., awaiting orders for further assignment. The letter pre­
sumably was sent to Campbell at his permanent official address at Fort Wayne, Michigan ,
then forwarded on to him at Fort Monroe through military channels . One can only specu­
late on reasons for a six-month delay between signing of the commission and its mailing;
Campbell's "awaiting orders" status is as likely an explanation as any.)

The only other 10¢, 2¢ and 3¢ Departmental combination covers recorded are
Treasury Department covers sent to London paying the 15¢ triple UPU rate. It is interest-

"Philip H. Ward, Jr., "Departmental Covers," Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News, January I , 1934,
p.3.

"John N. Luff, Postage Stamps of the United States (New York: Scott Stamp & Coin Co.,
Ltd., 1902, 1937 reprint) , page 217.

"Congressman Ackerman sale, December 5, 1933, J.e. Morgenthau Auction Firm, lot 24.
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Figure 4. Executive Mansion cover with 10¢. 2¢ and 3¢ issues paying quintuple rat e

ing to note that there are less than 20 recorded Departmental combination covers with
three or more different values.

For the past 120 years no other 10¢ Executive cover has surfaced, although at one
time, Michael Lawrence stated that one existed." After an inquiry from the author, Mr.
Lawrence checked his source and withdrew this statement in a later column."

Only 5,150 stamps of the 10¢ denomination were delivered to the Executive Office."
As there was little anticipated use of high value stamps by the Executive Office the 10¢
value was the highest value produced. Among Departmental collectors, the 10¢ Executive
stamp is recognized as being harder to locate in used condition than in mint condition."
Only three mint blocks of four were recorded in 1939 by Philip H. Ward, 11'.24 Two of these
blocks have surfaced in recent years; the location or continued existence of the third block
is unknown. A mint strip of four was offered to the author in 1977 during CAPEX. A sin­
gle plate pair of the 10¢ value is the only recorded plate multiple.

Editor-in-Chief's Note: The Departmentals are often ignored by collectors, since
their restricted usage tends to conceal the philatelic importance and challenges implicit in
a study of these issues. The cover presented here is a major philatelic discovery. Hopefully,
it will also help provide a better awareness of the historical as well as philatelic signifi­
cance of these classics. D

" Michael Laurence, " 19th Century U.S. Official Stamps Might Soon Revive in Popularity,"
Linn 's Stamp News , January 10, 1983, p. 3.

" Michael Laurence, "Fake Perforations on Early U.S. Revenues Exemplify Basic Law of
Philatelic Economics," Linn 's Stamp News, March 14, 1983, p. 3.

" Luff, Postage Stamps of the United States, page 217.
23Alan Campbell, "The Scarci ty of Used United States Official Stamps ," Chronicle, Vol. 47,

No. I (Whole No. 165) (February 1995), p. 52.
'·Philip H. Ward , Jr. , "United States News and Comment, Department Blocks," Mekeel' s

Weekly Stamp News , February 27 ,1939, Volume 53, No.9, p. 103.
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en you sell witll Sllreves Philatelic
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
RICHARD F. WINTER, Editor
SAN FRANCISCO OVERSEAS ERROR RATES OF JULY 1851
RICHARD F. WINTER

Two rates to overseas destinations were erroneously introduced in San Francisco for
the Jul y 1851 mail s to Europe. Figures la and lb show tracing s of the hand stamp rate
markings that were made for this purpo se. That fact that hand stamps were made and used
are clear indications that the San Franci sco postmaster thought these rates were correct.
This article will document the use of these rate markings on letters to Great Britain and
France and offer a possible explanation for the error, which was short-lived.

25 22
Figure 1. Tracings of two rate markings used in San Francisco on mails to Great Britain
and France in July- August 1851.

The Congressional Act of 3 March 1851 authorized major United States internal
postal rate change s ".. . from and after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and
fifty-one ..."1 These changes affected not only rates used within the United States, but
also rate s on some overseas mails. To better understand the significance of the July 1851
rate changes, I will discuss the rates to Great Britain in effect before that change. When
the United States and Great Brit ain negotiated their first postal convention in December
1848 , California was a United States territory with a military government. California
would not become a state until 9 September 1850. The Detailed Regulations to the 1848
Convention were not agreed to until 14 May 1849, and became effecti ve on 1 July 1849. In
these regulations, California and Oregon were listed as places beyond the Post-Routes of
the United States, to which mails could be "conveyed via the United State s" at a rate of
59¢.2If letters from California were conveyed between the East Coast and Great Britain on
British contract steamships, the United States retained 40¢ per one half ounce, and if car­
ried by American contract steamships , 56¢ per one half ounce. United States Postmaster
General Jacob Collamer, in his instructions to postmasters on 19 June 1849,3reiterated the
rates to California, stating "the entire postage is 59 cents the single letter, which may be
prepaid or sent unpaid, and of which the British share is 3 or 19 cents, depending on the
circumstance whether conveyed by the United State s or British packet; and the United
States share is 56 or 40 cents, depending on the same circumstance."

Covers to or from California and Great Britain before July 1851 are not particularly
common. Letters could be sent either fully paid or unpaid from California.' Mails from
Great Britain to California were always prepaid. These letters show the manuscript British

'Postal Laws and Regulations of the United States of America 1852, Wieren ga Reprint, pp.
104-11 1. Although the Act specified ". . . from and after the thirt ieth day of June . . .," most postal
historians consider 1 July 1851 as the first day of the new rates.

'U.S. 16, Statutes at Large, p. 790.
'Report of the Postmaster General 1849, Wierenga reprint, pp. 836-841.
"Before Californ ia became a state in September 1850, letters to Great Britain could also be

sent paid only as far as the Uni ted States East Coast. Additional postage was due in Great Britain.
The special circums tances that permitted thi s parti al payment will be the subject of anoth er
Chronicle article.
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prepayment and a handstamp PAID, which was applied in San Francisco upon arrival.
Strangely, they do not show either a British credit to the United States or a New York ex­
change office marking, suggesting that they were in closed mail bags through New York.
In the early days of the United States-British Convention, San Francisco was not designat­
ed an exchange office for British mails . As a result, California mails were sent from San
Francisco by steamship to Panama City, overland across the Isthmus, and by steamship
from Chagres to New York, where the accounting with Great Britain was done. On prepaid
letters, San Francisco always marked the letters PAID, usually with a separate handstamp.
The absence of the PAID handstamp indicated the letter was unpaid. Prepaid letters often
showed pencil rates on the letters, often in the upper left corner, in addition to the hand­
stamp rate markings. I believe the pencil markings were placed on the letters at the post
office window when the letters were first brought in and prepaid. Later, in a separate oper­
ation, circular dates tamps and rate handstamps were applied to the letters based on the
pencil markings.

Figure 2 illustrates the 59¢ rate on a cover from the George Kramer collection. The
letter was written in San Francisco on 30 April 1850, addressed to London, and was post­
ed the next day for the scheduled steamship sailing. The letter was sent unpaid and marked
in the upper right "59" to show the full rate for a letter from California to Great Britain.
San Francisco applied the 34 mm. circular SAN FRANCISCO Cal. datestamp in the or­
ange -red ink in use at the time . No markings that indicated prepayment were applied. The
letter was placed on board the Pacific Mail Steamship Company steamship Panama under
the care of mail agents Bannister Midgett and Samuel A. Seymour, who accompanied the
mails all the way to New York.' Panama arrived in Panama City on 21 May 1850, where
the mails were carried overland to Chagres on the Atlantic coast. They departed there on
the United States Mail Steamship Company steamer Georgia on 26 May 1850 and arrived
in New York on 9 June 1850. New York applied the black circle "40" marking to show the
United States debit to Great Britain. Since only 40¢ of the 59¢ total postage on this letter
was claimed by the United States , we know the letter was to be carried to Great Britain by
a British contract steamship. The letter was placed in the mail bags sent to Boston for the
12 June 1850 sailing" of the Cunard steamship Asia, on her maiden return voyage to
Liverpool. The letter arrived in Liverpool on 22 June and in London on 23 June 1850,
where the London post office marked a postage due of 2 shilling S']: pence, or 59¢ .

25¢ Error Rate
On I July 1851, new internal United States postal rates went into effect. Although

Postmaster General Nathan K. Hall had earlier recommended that Congress reduce the
40¢ cros s-country rate to 20¢ per single rate letter, ' Congress approved two new rates for
the West Coast. Those rates were 6¢ if the letter was prepaid and 10¢ if unpaid. This was
the first time that the United States had used two different rate s for the same distance, one
a paid rate and the other an unpaid rate, a technique used many years earlier in Great
Britain to encourage the prepayment of letters . The San Francisco postmaster, Jacob B.
Moore," lacking formal instructions, decided that the new prepaid rate to Great Britain was

'Theron Wierenga, The Gold Rush Mail Agents to California and their Postal Markings 1849­
1852 (Muskegon, Michigan: Theron Wierenga, 1987), pp. 76-77. Theron's tables not only identify
the mail agents but also reconstruct the mail steamships which made the various legs of the trip to
New York based on his assembly of steamship sailing data and newspaper reports. This is an excel­
lent source of routing information for early California mails .

"All transatlantic sailing dates in this article are from Walter Hubbard and Richard F. Winter,
North Atlantic Mail Sailings 1840-75 (Canton, Ohio: U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, 1988).

'Report of the Postmaster General 1850, Wierenga Reprint, pp. 408-409.
8Postmaster General Collamer appointed Jacob B. Moore postmaster of San Francisco on 16

May 1849, a position he retained until 20 March 1853.
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Figure 2. San Francisco, 30 April 1850, unpaid to London at 59¢ rate. Orange-red 34 mm.
SAN FRANCISCO Cal. cds and no PAID marking. New York debited G.B. 40¢. Postage due
in London 2/51/2d 159¢ equivalent) .

Figure 3. San Francisco, 1 August 1851 to London, rated 25¢ in error at San Francisco.
Figure 1a handstamp in orange-red, upper right. along with 32.5 mm. SAN FRANCISCO
CAL cds and straightline PAID. New York credited G.B. to 19¢. No postage due.
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25¢ and used a handstamp to show that rate. Apparently, he thought that the rate was to be
a combination of the 6¢ paid rate across the United States plus the remaining 16¢ sea
posta ge and 3¢ British inland postage specified by the United States-Great Britain
Convention . His decision was not illogical , but it was also not what Washington , D.C. had
intended. The rate to Great Britain published under Postmaster General Hall 's name in the
Daily National Intelligencer of Washington , D.C. for 14 June 1851 ".. . from and after the
30th June , 1851 . .." was 24¢ per half ounce plus an additional 5¢ for letters to or from
California and Oregon. It is not known when this or similar new spapers reached San
Francisco, but the 25¢ error rate has been seen used on at least two covers which left San
Francisco on 14 July and 1 August 1851. The next regular mail for San Francisco from
New York after the new rates appeared in the Washington , D.C. newspaper was the mail
steamer from New York on 26 June 1851. The se mail s arrived in San Francisco on 3
Augu st 1851.9 It is conceivable that Postmaster Moore knew before the mid-August 1851
mail sailing that the 25¢ rate was an illegal rate , but I have seen no covers to show that he
made corrections to the improper rates before I September 1851, a cover to be discussed
later under mails to France.

One of the two covers that I have recorded showing the 25¢ error rate to Great
Britain is illustrated in Figure 3. This letter, addre ssed to London, was posted in the San
Francisco post office on 1 August 1851. Here, it was first rated in pencil 25¢ (the "2" of
"25" is under the 32.5 mm. circular datestamp in orange-red, but the "5" clearly shows
alongside to the right). Later, the San Francisco circular datestamp , the "25" handstamp
shown in Figure la and a straightline PAID (under the London datestamp) were all struck
in the orange-red color. The letter was placed in the mails which left San Francisco on 2
August on the Pacific Mail Steamship Company steamer Oregon, which sailed one day
late, arriving at Panam a City on 20 August 1851. The letter was carried across the Isthmus
to Chagres and left there on 26 August on the United States Mail Steam ship Co. steamer
Georgia, arriving at New York on 7 September 1851.10 I do not know why New York de­
cided to accept the San Francisco short payment since partial payments were not accept­
able under the convention with Great Britain. Perhaps it was a temporary concession to the
postmaster in the distant western city. It is clear that the New York office accepted the let­
ter as prepaid and marked a 19¢ credit to Great Britain . The letter was placed in the mail s
to be carried across the Atlantic on the Cunard steamship As ia, leaving New York on 10
September and arriving at Liverpool on 21 September 1851. The letter reached London the
next day, 22 September 1851.

Based on evidence from other than the two covers to Great Britain which I have
recorded, the error rates were probably corrected in late Augu st 1851. The proper rate
from California to Great Britain was 29¢, a rate which remained in effect until I July
1863.11 The earliest 29¢ rate cover to Great Britain that I have recorded was a I November
1851 cover from San Francisco to London , lot number 1346 in the Robert G. Kaufmann
auction of September 1990. Figure 4 picture s the second earliest 29¢ rate cover that I have
recorded. Thi s letter was despatched from San Francisco on 18 February 1852, addre ssed
to Manchester, England . At the San Francisco post office , the letter was first marked in
pencil "29" (under the San Francisco circular datestamp ) to show the prepayment. Later,
three separate hand stamps were applied in an orange-red ink, the 32.5 mm. SAN FRAN-

"Theron Wierenga, op. cit., pp. 67-66.
"Theron Wierenga, op. cit., pp. 80-81.
I I The Congressional Act of 3 March 1863 established a uniform domestic rate of 3¢ any­

where in the United States. The effect of this uniform postage was to eliminate the extra 5¢ charge
for letters to and from the West Coast to Great Britain. The uniform treaty postage was 24¢ per half
ounce from anywhere in the United States.
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Figure 4. San Francisco, 18 February 1852, to Manchest er, England. Prepaid proper 29¢
rate with scarce 29 handstamp in orange-red, upper right. New York credited 19¢ to G.B.
No postage due . Manuscript " 29" in pencil under San Francisco cds .

CISCO CAL circular datestamp , the PAID handstamp , and the 29 rate mark." Transit to
Panama was on the Pacific Mail Steamship Company steamer Panama under the care of
posta l agent William Whitney, arrivin g at Panama City on 3 March 1852.13 The letter then
went overland across the Isthmus to Chagres, from where it was conveyed on the U.S.
Mail Steam ship Company steamer El Dorado, which departed on 6 March and arrived at
New York on 15 March 1852. New York applied the red " 19" cents handstamp to show the
credit to Great Brit ain . The letter was placed in the mail bags to go on board the Cunard
steamer America from Boston on 17 March, arriving in Liverpool on 29 March 1852. A
Manchester back stamp shows arrival there the next day.

22¢ Er ro r Rate
The United States-Great Britain Convention of 1848 had provi sions for sending let­

ters beyond Great Britain using the well establi shed and far-reaching British mail system.
As long as letters arrived in the British mail system from the United States with no postage
due up to that point, they would be forwarded unpaid in the British open mails to other
countries with whom the British had posta l arrangements. In some case, the postage to
destinat ion co uld be prep aid in the United States. This included the postage to Great
Britain and the postage British citizens would pay if the letters originated there . These lo­
cations were published in United States postal rate tables. My use of the words "British
mail system" means payment to a British contract mail steamship in the American harbor
(5¢ prepayment in the United States) or to the Briti sh arr ival port by American mai l
steamship (2 1¢ prepayment in the United States). In the case of mails from Californ ia, the
higher cross -country fee had to be substituted for the United States port ion used in the rest
of the United States. In the period before the July 1851 rate changes , letters from
California to France had to go via the British open mails as the United State s did not have
a separate postal arrangement with France. Therefore, they had to be prepaid 56¢ if intend­
ed to go overseas by American contract steamship (40¢ United States internal plus 16¢ sea

"While the 29¢ rate to Great Britain was in effect for about twelve years, the Figure Ia rate
markin g is a scarce marking. I have recorded only three covers, two in red (November 1851 and
February 1852) and one in blue (June 1852).

"Theron Wierenga , op. cit., pp. 82-83.
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postage to Great Britain). If intended to go by the British mail steamships, the prepayment
was only 40¢, the United States internal rate. I have reco rded only one cover sent at the
40¢ prepaid rate.

Covers showing the 56¢ rate are not common. I have records of nine covers from
California to France prior to July 1851. Each cover shows prepayment of 56¢ and a PAID
handstamp (one cover has the PAID marking omitted) for American packet serv ice from
New York to England. In November 1850, San Francisco introduced a "56" rate hand­
stamp. Prior to that time, the covers were marked in manuscript. Thi s marking is also a
scarce one. To date, I have recorded only three examples. The overwhelming use of the
56¢ vice 40¢ rate is not, in my opinion, accidental. I believe that the San Francisco post­
master told the publi c that this was the only available rate for letters to be sent in the
British open mails. A San Francisco circular from the period j ust after the July 1851 rate
change supports this suspicion by providing only the Brit ish open mail rate by American
packet, and does not even mention the much cheaper British open mail rate by British
packet as an option."

Figure 5. San Francisco, 30 June 1850, to Bordeaux, prepaid 56(! for British open mail
rate from California and American packet service from New York to G.B. Letter carried
across Atlantic by Ocean Line Hermann, put off at Southampton, and taken cross­
Channel to Havre by auxiliary steamer. Marked 21 decimes postage due in error instead
of 15 decimes.

The 56¢ rate in manuscript is illustrated by the cover in Figure 5. Thi s folded letter
was written in San Francisco on 30 June 1850, addressed to Bordeaux, and was posted on
1 July 1850. San Francisco struck two markings in orange-red ink, a 34 mm. circular dates­
tamp , SAN FRANCISCO Cal., and a straightline PAID handstamp . The Briti sh open mail
rate from California for American packet service, 56¢, was written in black ink alongside
the PAID in the upper right. The letter was despatched from San Francisco on 1 July with
the mails carried by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company steamer California under the
charge of postal agent, H.D. Beach," arriving at Panama City on 20 July 1850. The mails
were transported across the Isthmus and on 26 July, headed north from Chagres on the

14The 3c 1851- 1857 Unit of the American Philatelic Society, Perforation Centennial Book ,
David Lidman, Editor (Philadelphia: National Philatelic Museum, 1957), p. 190.

"Theron Wierenga, op. cit., pp. 76-77.
Chro nicle 173 I February 1997 I Vol. 49, No. I 59



Uni ted Sta tes Mail Steams hip Co mpany stea mer Georgia, arriv ing at New York on 7
Augus t 1850. New York struck a 27 mm . red circular dates tamp on the reverse with the
date 16 August and tra nsferred the letter to the Ocean Line steamer Hermann, which de­
parted New York on 20 August 1850 en route to Bremen via Southampton. The French
mail s were tran sferred as hore when the vessel stop ped in the So lent off Southampton on 3
Se pte mber 1850 . The letter rece ived a blue backstam p of Southampton on 4 Se ptember. It
was placed on an auxi liary steamer for the cross-Channel trip to Havre, arriving there on 5
Se ptember 1850. Th e Fre nch entry marking, ANGL. PAR LE HAVR E, is not often found
on tran satl an tic mail s. I have seen it used only on a hand ful of Ocean Li ne covers to
France put off at Southampton du ring the period Nov 1848 -Jul 1851. Another backstamp
in blac k shows arriva l at Bordeaux on 8 September 1850. Because the letter did not go to
Lon don, it did not receive the boxed COLONIES &c ART. 13 accountancy marking seen
on other letters paid only to Great Britain and forwa rded unpaid to France." A postal clerk
in Havre marked the lett er for a postage due of 21 decimes in error. This was the proper
postage due for an unpaid letter fro m the West Coast of the Americas carried to England
by a British Wes t Indies packet. The pro per rate to have been marked on this letter from
Cal ifo rnia via New York was 15 decim es postage due, 10 decimes to be paid back to Grea t
Britain and 5 decim es inte rna l Fre nch postage.

Previou sly, I describ ed the significan t change in rates in the United States that oc­
curred on I Jul y 1851 when all new internal rates became effective. The same co nfusio n in
Sa n Francisco that crea ted the unapproved 25¢ rate to Eng land also created an unautho­
rized 22¢ rate to France for British Open Mail by America n packet. A 22¢ rate hand stam p
was created by the Sa n Fra ncisco postmaster, a tracing of whic h is shown in Figure l b.
Again, applying the same logic which was responsible for the 25¢ rate , it is reasonable to
ass ume that this rate to France was made up of a 6¢ paid cross co untry transit fee and the
l 6¢ tr an satl antic fee establis hed under the Uni ted States-Great Britai n Co nve ntion of
1848. The inten ded rate published in Wash ington, D.C. was 26¢ .17 To date, I have recorded
four examples of the 22¢ error rate, all to Fra nce from San Franc isco with dates of I Jul y,
15 Jul y, and I Aug us t 1851. Fig ure 6 illustrates one of the two recorded 15 Jul y 1851 cov ­
ers . T his folded letter or ig inated in Sa n Francisco on 14 July 1851 and was addressed to
Havre , France. It was posted in San Fra ncisco the next day and was marked "22" in pencil
in the upper left under the blue company corner marking, S. MARTI N & Co./SAN-FRAN­
CISCO. Sa n Francisco postal cle rks later struc k three separate markings, each in the char­
acteris tic orange-red ink in use until the late summer of 1852. They were a 32.5 mm. cir­
cular datestamp SA N FRA NC ISCO CA L, a PAID (partia lly covered by the Fre nch entry
marking) and the 22 handstamp. The letter was despatched from Sa n Francisco on IS Jul y
wi th the mails carried by the Pacifi c Ma il Steamship Co mpany steamer Northerner under
the care of postal age nt William Whitney " and arrived in Panama City on 5 August 1851.
Soon the reaft er, it was heading north on the United States Mai l Stea ms hip Co mpany
steamer Cherokee , arriving in New York via Havana on 2 1 August 1851. New York struck
no markin gs on this letter but included it in the mails placed on board the New York &
Havre Lin e stea ms hip Humb oldt, which left New York on 23 August, proceeded directly
to Havre, and arrived on 4 Se ptember 1851 . Docketin g shows the letter reac hed the ad­
dressee in Havre the next day. Entry at Havre was show n by the sta ndard mar itime entry
markin g in red, a circular datestam p OUTRE-MER LE HAVRE. The postage due on an

"See Jeffrey C. Bohn , "Franco-Briti sh Accountancy Markings on Transatlantic Mai ls from
the United States 1843-1875," Chronicle 140:276-283 for more informa tion on these accoun tancy
markings.

"See the 14 Jun e 1851 Daily Nationa l Intelligencer article previo usly referred to.
"Theron Wierenga, op. cit., pp. 80-8 1.
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Figure 6. San Francisco, 14 July 1851, to Havre, prepaid error rate of 22C for British open
mail rate from California and American packet from New York . Figure 1b handstamp in
orange-red, upper right. Havre marked 2x3 decimes postage due for letter over 7'/2
grams weight.

Figure 7. San Francisco, 1 September 1851, to Bordeaux, prepaid the proper 26C in or­
ange-red handstamp, upper right. Paris marked 8 decimes postage due for letter from
U.S. to G.B. by American packet.
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inco ming letter brought by the Havre Line steamer was 3 decimes per 7112 gram s if the let­
ter was addressed to the arrival port and 6 decimes per 7 112 gram s if the letter went inland
beyond the arrival port. In this case, the letter was going to an addre ssee at the arrival port,
but the letter weighed more than 7112 gram s and required two rates (check mark in the up­
per left). It was marked for a postage due of 2x3 = 6 decim es. Note that , although this let­
ter was insufficiently paid for the service by American packet to Great Britain, 26¢, it was
prepaid sufficiently for the 20¢ per half ounce direct service route by American packet to
France, also a new rate from I Ju ly 1851.

Since I have see n only four examples of the 22¢ rate marking of San Fran cisco,
which cover the dates of three bi-weekly sailings in July and August 1851, I can not state
that these are the onl y date s possible for the marking before the correct rates were used . It
is possible that a IS August 185 1 date may tum up, which wou ld confirm the latest use of
the marking. Figure 7 illustrat es the earliest date that I have recorded for the correct 26¢
rate marking used at San Fra ncisco on mails to France, I September 1851. Thi s is another
folde d letter with the dateline "San Francisco August 1st 1851." The month must have
been written in error as the letter, in all probability, would not have been held one mon th
before taking it to the post office . In any case, the letter entered the mails at San Franc isco
on I September 1851 , where it receive d three separate mark ings in orange-red ink, the 34
mm . circular da testamp SAN FRANC ISCO Cal., a stra ightline PAID, and the 26 hand­
stamp" for the correct rate. The letter was included in the mails under the care of postal
agen t Gouverneur Ferri s on the I September 1851 sailing of the Pacific Mai l Steamship
Company steamer Tennessee." which arrived in Panama City on 19 September. Aft er
crossing the Isthmus, it headed north on the United States Mail Steamship Company
steamer Ohio, departing Chagres on 24 September and arriving in New York on 7 October
1851. New York placed the letter in the mails despatched on the Collins Line steamship
Baltic, which left New York on II October and arrived at Liverpool on 22 October 1851.
A red backstamp showed arrival at London on 23 October. The French entry marking in
red on the face was struck in Paris. It read ETATS-UNIS.PAQ.AM.A. PARIS and indicated
the letter was from the United States by American packet to England. Paris struck the 8
decimes handstamp in black, the correct postage due at Bordeaux for this letter. A black
backstamp showed arrival at Bordeaux on 26 October 185 1, 56 day s after leaving San
Fra ncisco.

The two error rate s of San Franci sco, used on mails to Grea t Britain and to France,
are among the more fasci nating aspect s of California postal history, which is rich in in­
trigue. I would appreciate hea ring from any readers who may have other examples of these
two rates, both of whic h are quite scarce. At best, the period of their use may only have
been two months or four bi-weekly steamship voyages. Or, there may only be three possi­
ble dates. More examples will have to be recorded to precisely define the period of use.
Meanwhile, these rate markings remain among the most elusive of the transatlantic mails
from California. D

"T o date, I have recorded 24 examples of this marking as follows: 13 orange-red (Sep 5 1-Jul
52); 4 blue (Sep 52-Nov 52); 7 black (Oct 52-Aug 53).

'"Theron Wierenga, op. cit., pp. 82-83.
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor

RAYMOND W. CARLIN, Asst. Editor
FINAL ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE 168
Figure 1 shows an interesti ng problem cover from Chronicle 168, November 1995.

Comments have been trickling in, and in October 1996 the Philatelic Foundation decided
that the Central American Steamship Co. adhesive did not originate on the cover. Others
said that there is no listing for a whaling vessel "Mary Carr." The purchaser of this cover
was suspicious because postage to Panama should have been five cents, not two; but was
hopeful that the 1886 C.A.SS.Co. stamp had finally been found used on cover. An elderly
dealer from Florida reported seei ng used C.A .SS.Co. stamps on pieces of kraft paper
decades ago in a stamp shop in Panama.

Figure 1. Cover from New Bedford to Whaling Vessel Mary Carr

This item is spurious. The faker took a cover with a penciled address and a U.S. 2¢
red brown stamp of 1883 from New Bedford , Mass. As suggested by Jerry Devol
(Chron icle 170), the address was then modified from "Maryland" to "Mary Carr," cleverly
matching the pencil shading. The c.A.SS.Co. stamp was added and tied with a handstamp
"NOT PAID" in red. No such marking was known used in Panama in the 1880's.

Perhaps someone will eventually find a C.A.SS.Co. stamp legitimately used on cov­
er. Randy Moore writes that the Central American Steamship Co. does have a verifiable
past, as cited in the Standard Philatelic Dictionary by Poole and Wylie (1922): "The com­
pany issued a series of stamps which, in May and June 1886, were used for the prepay­
ment of postage on letters and newspapers carried by its vessels ."
ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE 172
A Confedera te flag adorns Figure 2. Its 3¢ stamp is canceled at Baltimore on ?? / 12,

and docketed as written or received on "Apr 12 / 61." What is wrong with this cover?
Good responses were received from Jim Cate, Mike McC lung, Jim Milgram, Pat

Walker and Ben Wishnietsky. All concur that the 3¢ stamp, issued in August 1861, does
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Figure 2. 1861 Confederate flag cover to Bristol, Rhode Island

not fit with the docketing of "Apr 12 / 61" (which, incidentally, is the day the first shots
were fired on Fort Sumter). Therefore, either the docketing date is incorrect, or the 3¢
stamp did not originate on the cover and perhaps it replaced an 1857 stamp.

Mike McClung observed that the Baltimore cds on the stamp does not match perfect­
ly with that on the envelope, resulting in a small bump in the circle at the right side inter­
section of the stamp and the envelope. Jim Milgram noted that the month in the Baltimore
cds is unusually hard to read . These comments prompted our Cover Corner Editor, Scott
Gallagher, to lift the stamp and to find:

• The month on the stamp appears to be JAN.
• The month on the cover beneath the stamp is APR.
This very early patriotic cover was once owned by Robert A, Siegel, who sold it to

Scott Gallagher as a fake, the 3¢ 1861 stamp assumed to have replaced a 3¢ 1857. This as­
sumption has now been confirmed.

Figure 3 is from Montreal to New York in 1848 with a pair of 5¢ U.S. 1847 stamps
just tied to the cover with multiple pen strokes . There is a "4 112" and a " 10" in manuscript,
and two "Paid" markings, one crossed out. Explain the U.S. rate and where the U.S.
stamps were applied.

Both Dick Winter and Michael Brown (Administrator of the S.C.R.A.P. Project) re­
membered that this same problem cover was comprehensively analyzed by Susan
McDonald in The Cover Comer at Chronicle 75, August 1972. Michael sent an analysis of
this cover prepared in 1995 by Tom Alexander which clearly labels this cover as a fake:

But for the postage stamps, this is a typical stampless cover that was carried to
New York City from Montreal. Each of the postal markings on the cover is genuine.
The Montreal townmark, the italic straight line handstamp PAID and the manuscript
41h, all in red, were applied at the Montreal post office.

The latter two markings indicate prepayment of the Canadian postage to the bor­
der (less than 60 miles). Prepayment of its domestic postage of 41h pence in cash (no
Canadian postage stamps had yet been issued) was required by Canadian law for mail
to the United States. Between November 16, 1847 and April 6, 1851 it was possible for
a Canadian correspondent to prepay a letter through to its United States destination by
affixing appropriate U.S. postage stamps. Prepayment of the U.S. postage in cash was
not allowed by the Canadian government during this period.
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Figure 3. 1848 cover from Montreal to New York with two U.S. 5¢ 1847 stamps

The cove r traveled the Montreal - New York "through" route in a locked bag. In
contrast to mail on other routes to the United States, the bag was not opened at a border
exc hange point so that postal clerks there could apply appropriate U.S. markings to
each letter. The two additional postal markings on this cover were applied by a clerk at
the New York City post office. These were the blue manuscript scribble cross ing out
the straight line Can adian PAID and the blue rating mark 10, indicating that 1O¢ United
State s postage (for a distance in excess of 300 miles) was to be collected from the ad­
dressee.

The stamps are canceled in black ink. The right stamp in the pair is very slightly
"tied" by a pen mark which does not appear to be the same color as the strokes cancel ­
ing the stamps and which does not naturally connect with those strokes. There would
have been no reason for the clerk in New York to use one ink to cancel the stamps and
another ink to write the New York manuscript postal markings.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
The cover in Figure 4 had a fantasti c journey. It was mailed at Papeete , Tahiti , as

shown by the DC cds "AUX LETTRES / POSTE (TAHITI)" in black with manuscript date
"27 Jan / 55 ." and directed "Voire Panama et D'angleterre" to Cognac, France. It traveled
to "*HONOLULU* / U.S . Postage Paid / FEB / 24" in red, to "SAN FRANCISCO / CAL.
31 / MAR" in black, via Panama to""NEW YORK / Am. PACKET / MAY / 2" in red, via
England to Calais, Pari s and Bordeaux to its destination in Cognac on 16 May (per back­
stamps) . There is a black "PAID" handstamp at right center, and the followin g manuscript
markings: "28" in red to right of the Honolulu cds and " 1855 / 1" in black below, and a
faint "8" in black in upper right comer. Please explain the rate markings on this cover and
identify, if possible, the ships used in its journey.

Al Valente submitted the cover in Figure 5 with the following information and ques­
tions:

The cover was processed by Noisy Carriers in San Francisco and passed through
the U.S. Post Office in New York City, where the IO¢ stamp was canceled . Research in­
dicates that it went via Nicaragua, not via Panama since the stamp was not canceled in
San Fr an ci sc o, possibl y arr iv ing in New York by th e ship No rthern Li ght on
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Figure 4. Tahiti cover to France via Honolulu. San Francisco. New York and England

Figure 5. Noisy Carriers Cover via Nicaragua to New York
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Figure 6. Obverse of 1876 Cover from Mexico to Los Angeles via Tucson

Figure 7. Reverse of 1876 Cover from Mexico to Los Angeles
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Se ptember 8, 1855. This ship was the norm al carrier of the Accessory Tran sport
Company, formerly the Vanderbilt Line.

Both Ashbroo k and Wiltsee cla im that this type of No isy Carriers hand stam p has
never before been seen on Nicaragua mail. The only hand stam ps found on mail travel­
ing this route are those which bear the prom inent "Via Nicaragua" adverti sing as part of
the design .

Was this a mistake by expre ssman George Kimball of Noisy Carriers? Or was
this mail bag simply rero uted as a resu lt of a schedule change , or some other ca lamity
which delayed the departu re of the Pacific Mail Steamship out of San Francisco? Can
anyo ne provide a co nfirming cove r of the same date to show that the mail bag was in­
deed diverted to the Independent Line? Or, if this was simply a co mmo n mistake, can
anyone provide another similar cove r showi ng a different arriva l date?
Figure s 6 and 7 show the obverse and reverse of an 1876 cover from Mexico to Los

Angeles franked with a Mexico 25¢ stamp and two 3¢ U.S. stamps. The cover went via
"TUCSON / JUL / 16 / ARIZ.," arriving in "LOS ANGELES / Cal. / JUL / 10." It was
"ADVERTISED" in oval and " UNCLAIMED" in circle , and left "LOS ANGELES / Cal. /
AUG / 17," arriving at the "U.S.A. / DEAD / LETTER / OFFICE / AUG / 22 / 1876 ."
Please explain the 6¢ U.S. rate , where the U.S. stamps were ca nceled, and the meaning of
the "32 1" stamped on the cover front.

A 5¢ U.S. stamp and a "CLIPPERTON ISLAND / 1895/ POSTAGE" stamp are on
the Figure 8 cover from "W. FRESE & CO." to Berlin. The stamps are canceled by two
strikes of a "SAN FRANCISCO , CAL. / JUL2 3 / 630 PM / 95" dup lex obliterator, and the
Clipper ton Island stamp appears to have a circle "w. FR ESE & CO. / SAN FRAN CISCO"
handstamp ed in light violet. Was this cove r ever at Clipperton Island ?

Figure 9 has a Wells, Fargo & Co. indicia on a U.S. 10¢ stamped envelope which ap­
parently entere d the Confederate mails at "NASHVILLE / Ten. / AUG / 25 / 1861" (in
blue) and was add ressed to Atlanta, Ga. Cover markings are an ova l "PAID" (in black), a
straig ht line "PAID" (in blue), and a handstamp "5" (in blue), plus a manuscript under­
lined endorsement "Thro' Adams Express" (in pencil ). Please ide ntify where this cover
originated, how it got to Nashvi lle and then to Atlanta, and the meanin g of the two "PAID"
markings .

* * * * *
Please send your answe rs to these problem covers , and any furth er discussion of pre­

vious answe rs to other problem cove rs, within two wee ks of receiving your Chronicle . We
can receive mail at P.O. Box 42253, Cincinnati , Ohio 45242 , as well as by Fax at (5 13)
563-6287. 0
1996
Our 31st Year
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Authoritative Philatelic Literature

US, CSA, Maritime, Forgery, GB and the Empire, etc.
Purchaser of major and minor philatelic libraries, stocking new titles from
over 100 publishers. 112 page Stock Catalog: $3 to a US address, Foreign by air $5.

PB Blank Pages, Mylar and Pa ge Boxes
The state of the art for both archival preservation and appearance, our pages are 100% cotton
rag, neutral pH and buffered; blank and quadrille. Custom steel engraved page heads and
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Figure 8. 1895 Clipperton Island Cover to Berlin

Figure 9. Wells. Fargo & Co. cover via Nashville to Atlanta in 1861
70 Chronicle 173 I February 1997 I Vol. 49, No. I



ADVERTISER INDEX

Christie's Robson Lowe 10
Guido Craveri 23
Charles G. Firby 63
Leonard H. Hartmann 69
Edward Hines 1
Steven Hines 71
Ivy & Mader Philatelic Auctions Inc .Inside Back Cover
Victor B. Krievins .4
James E. Lee 71
Andrew Levitt, Philatelic Consultant 36,37
Jack E. Molesworth, Inc .Inside Front Cover
Regency Stamps, Ltd 6
Brad Sheff 44
Shreves Philatelic Galleries, Inc 53
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc 2
Taylor Made Company 33
Raymond H. Weill Co Back Cover
iJ'our
1(nowfeage

2(esource
CURRENT

PHILATELIC LITERATURE
CATALOG

U.S.. BNA & CSA
Books . Auction Catalogs

and Periodicals

Always Buying
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I have a large stock of choice
U.S . stamps, fancy cancels, early
U.S. covers, and official stamps.
Ask for your wants on approva l.

STEVEN HINES
P.O. Box 422

MONEE IL 60449
(708)-534-1023
7 1



CLASSIFIED
WANTED: Carriag e, wagon, harness, livery sta­
ble, black sm it h, all hor se goods - adver ti sing
cove rs, trade cards, post cards, letterheads,
catalogs, nameplates, m edal s, tokens, etc . All
t y pes of paper, ce llu loid or m etal adv ertising
items. Myron Huffman, 12409 Wayne Trace,
Hoag lan d, IN 46745,219-639-3290. (177)

POSTAL HISTORY of the United Stat es.
Th ou sand s of U.S .A. and For eign lots are of­
fe red in our PUBLIC AUCTIONS. Free Catalog
up on request. We are buyers of all postal histo­
ry. Wh at do you have for sale? Abraham
Si egel, P.O. Box 6603 - CL, Long Island City, NY
11106. Tel : 718-392-4855; Fax:718-786-1341.
(177)

U .S. CLASS ICS Scott #1-313 used, fan cy can­
ce ls, som e unused . Send for fully illust rated
price lists . Gil Schaye, P.O. Box 361 Cathedral
Sta., New York, NY 10025-0361 or call toll f ree
1-800-USA-1847 . (173)

WANTED-AUCTION CATALOGS: Harme r
Rooke 1940-54; J oh n A. Fox 1944-50; H.R.
Harm er 1941-50; Robert A. Siegel 1931-55;
Dan iel F. Kell eher 1941-66. Also any Colonel
Gr een sales, Sy lvester Colby's literature sales ,
and all sal es of Fred Kessler. Dan Barb er, P.O.
Box 23055 , Lansing, MI 48909 . (176)

WANTED: High ly illustrated U.S. Governm ent
postal cards (1873-1898 ), o r po stally used t rade
cards or private cards of same era that were
ma iled or m eant to be mailed. Especially want
classic early cards (Lipma n's, Quincy, Fire
Insurance , Herrick's and pr inters ' cards of
1870's). Bruce Nelson , P.O. Box 3565, Portland ,
ME 04104 . Tel. (207) 799-7890. (174)

WAN TED: Any covers with addresses, corn er
cards or ads which m ent ion the word
" Daguerreoty pe." Write to : David Petruze lli clo
Robert Siegel Auctions, 65 E. 55th St., NY, NY
10022 or fax: 212-753-6429 . (173)

WISCONS IN Territ or ial and Stat ehood Postal
Hist ory! Powerful coll ecti on to be auctioned
Spring 1997; othe r postal histor y, stamps and
collections. Requ est fre e cata log. Wm . B.
Robin son , Box 12492, Green Bay, WI 54307.
(173)

FOR SALE: NEINKEN ONE CENT STAMP
1851-61, new $125 .00. Mylar used but good
" V" strips vtea: $10.00 per 100; new 100 ft .
ro ll sam e "V" strips $20.00 ; Mylar new page
protectors 9'f,x8'f,x11'I» " 68 for 60¢ each. Bill
Amonett e, Box 3745, Radford VA 24143. Phone
540-639-3409. (173)

WANTED: Insurance Policies of 1850-1870s
mai led with stamps aff ixed. A lso Busines s
College Stamps on cov er. Jim Kesterson, 3881
Fulton Grov e, Cincinnati OH 45245. (174)

WANTED : An y help or in formation. I'm compi l­
ing a bibliography of arti cles on th e U.S. 1870­
1888 Banknote issues and w ould app reciate
any input. Ton i Heisey, 6678 Comstock Ct., San
Dieg o, CA 9211 1. (173)

BOOKS FOR SALE: United States Incoming
Steamship Mail 1847-1875 by Theron Wier­
enga and Postage Rates of the North Atlantic
Ma ils (1635-1950) by Ma lco lm Montgomery.
Wi erenga book w ith slight back cov er fl aw, oth ­
erwise both in good condit ion. $25 each ppd or
both $45 ppd. Michael J. Brown, P.O. Box 300,
Lightfoot, VA 23090 . (173)

WANT ED: Common stampless cov ers in lar ge
quantiti es. U.S. only. Write w ith description.
Don Nicoson, P.O. Box 2495, Phoen ix AZ 85002.
(180)

YOUR AD HERE FOR SO¢ A LINE
Send payment to: Richard M. Wrona, P.O. Box
7631, McLean, VA 22106-7631. Next Deadli ne :
Ap ril 5,1997.
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Your Confidence is our
Guiding Value!

At Ivy & Mader,
we take pride in our

integrity, reliabili ty, and personal serv ice.

But
all the principals can be summed up in one:
your confidence that we are the right choice

to handle the sale of your collection.

All ofour efforts
are directed toward assuring you that your

valuable stamps and covers are in the best ofhands!

Call or write Walter Mader or Rex Bishop
to inquire furth er how

Ivy & Mader, Inc.
can assist you in the sale or the building ofyour collection.

Past or current catalogs available free of charge to
Classics Society Members

1-800-782-6771

32 East 57th Street, 11 th Floor

New York, New York 10022-2513

212-486-1222

Telcfax 212-486-0676
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