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A third purpo se of plating is to help identify major plate varieties or explain how or
when they occurred. A simple exampl e: platin g can determine whether a Three Cent 1851
stamp with indeterminate color is a true orange brown . Th is may be called "the identifica­
tion purpo se."

Now, to consider the plating the Five Cent 1847 stamp, within the context of these
purpo ses:

A full proof pane will serve the puzzle purpose, but it will do so too well. Plating
from a complete pane cannot be compared to the challenge of recon structing a pane from
smaller overlapping multiples as Dr. Chase did with the 1851 Three Cent stamp. Dr. Chase
himself wrote that he disdained reconstructing a plate of the G.B. "penny reds" by using
the 240 combinations of comer letters, characterizing such an undertaking as, "of course ,
not platin g, but mere child 's play."! Would he have considered "plating" an existing pane
as much different?

A full proof pane would serve the recon struction purpo se. It would show that pane as
it existed when the proof was pulled, albeit as a proof and not actual stamps. Does that jus­
tify Linn 's hyperbole?'

As for the "identification" purpo se, I think the proof pane is unlikel y to unlock any
great Five Cent 1847 myster ies. It probably was pulled when the plate was new and this,
regrettably, diminishes its "identification" value in three respect s. First, the Five Cent plate
wore severely between mid-1847 , when it was first put in use, and 1850, and this plate
wear caused many of the shallow plate marks to disappear in the course of stamp produc­
tion . As a result , the proof pane would not be very helpful in identifying stamps printed in
1848 and later. Second, the positions of most of the important plate varieties of the first
state of the Five Cent plate are already known. Possibly the "T" crack might show on the
proof pane. We know this variety came from the plate in its first state (hopefully more on
this in a future issue), and Wade Saadi has partially identified its location. Pinpointing its
preci se location would be intere sting to specialists, but hardl y the Five-Cent-1847-discov­
ery-of-the-ce ntury. The "T" crack is important as a confirmed plate variety, but its plate
position is a footnote .

Third , and most important, a first state proof will not show seco nd state varieties. It
is now accepted that the Five Cent 1847 plate was reworked at some point in 1850, and
this reworking produced that stamp's rarest plate varieties. The very rare Five Cent 1847
double transfers- "C ," "0" and "F" ("Wagshal shift")- are believed to come from the re­
worked plate. Thus their plate position s could not be determined from a first state proof
pane, even if that information was deemed to be philatelically important.

III.
The history of classic U.S . philately does not warrant assigning transcendent impor­

tance to plating the Five Cent 1847, that is, going beyond the major plate varieties to iden­
tify the positions which exhibit no distincti ve plate marking s.

This conclusion can be drawn from the disregard which has marked Perry 's 1924
plating of the Ten Cent 1847 stamp. Perr y's accomplishment has not worked any sea
change in the patterns of collecting that stamp. Who, other than antiquarians such as my-

'Carroll Chase, The 3¢ Stamp of the United States 1852-1857 Issue, 2nd ed. (Springfield,
Mass.: Tatham Stamp & Coin Co., 1942), p. 79.

'The two covered proof sheets were contained in an American Bank Note Company proof
book consisting of over 50 double- sided pages of U.S. and foreign proof sheets. The enti re 50-plu s
page book sold for $280,000 hamm er at PACIFIC 97. In contrast, in 1993 the two largest publicly
known unused multiple s of the 1847 issue were sold in the Ishikawa sale, the Five Cent 1847 block
of sixteen bringin g $230,000 hammer and the Ten Cent 1847 block of six bringing $420,000 ham­
mer. The market 's valuation of proofs versus stamps is obvious.
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self, remembers Frank R. Sweet ? At one time the mayor of Attleboro, Ma ssachusett s,
Swee t was the collector who in 1928 repli cated Perry 's platin g of all 200 positions of the
Ten Cent 1847 with many overlapping multiples. Sweet died in 1937 and his holding was
sold privately, and subsequently, in 1960, it was offe red at auction in New York. By that
time, reconstruction of the Ten Cent 1847 had become so little regarded that the auction
house saw no added value in keeping it toget her and stated in the preamble of the cata­
logue that, "By reason of the considerable variance of quality in the items making up this
sheet [sic], the reconstruction has been broken down and is offered on an item by item ba­
sis ." There followed the assurance that, " IT WILL NOT BE OFFERED AS A UNIT."
(Emphasis in orig inal.)

What has changed since then? Today, only a tiny percentage of collectors is even
passingly interested in rep lating the Ten Cent stamp. As a rough "guess timate," there are
perhaps 5,000 collec tors who have at least one 1847 Ten Cent stamp, and I doubt that
there are more than ten, of which group I count myself as one, who are interested in plat­
ing this sta mp. I do so prim arily to look for minor plate varieties such as the unli sted dou ­
ble transfers. (How many readers know there are several unlisted , minor double transfers
on the Ten Cent stamp?)

Auction catalogues that contain Ten Cent 1847 items rarely describe them by plate
position. When auction describers occasionally list a position, invariably they have acce pt­
ed without question a notation written long ago on the back of a cover or a stamp.

The Scott U.S. Specia lized, which reflects the phil atelic market, does not ass ign any
added value to an accurately plated Ten Cent 1847 stamp. Major plate varieties are given
significant premiums- and so is gum. For example, the current ed ition values an unused
Ten Cent 1847 at $ 15,000 , and adds $9,000 if the stamp has orig inal stickum on the back.
That glue, worth possibly 2 mils, is valued enough in philately to buy a modest automo­
bile. But noth ing extra for plating .

Thi s is not a criticism of the catalogue; the catalogue reflects the phil atelic market
The philatelic disinterest in plating the Ten Cen t 1847 is not peculiar to that stamp.

In the auction market, reconstructions freq uently do not achieve prices which reflect the
value of the com ponent stamps, much less a premium for the acco mplishment of the plat­
ing. For example, a reconstruction of both panes of the One Cent 1851 Plate I late, one of
the few exis ting, with the stamps describ ed as, "mos t with ample to large margins and
cds ," was recently sold by a West Coast house for $5,000 hammer although the individual
stamps catalogued over $25, 000 .

The most convincing evidence of the lack of significance that the collecting commu­
nity assigns to classic U.S. platings which do not involve major plate varieties is provided
by the philatelic community's treatment of three work s publi shed by Stanley Ashbrook,
and the three revisions to those works by Mortimer L. Neinken . Between 1926 and 1938,
Ashbrook publi shed work s on the One Cent 1851-1857 , the Ten Cent 1855-1857, and the
Twelve Cent 1851-1857, illustrating mos t major varieties of each. later, between 1960 and
1972, Neinken publi shed revisions of eac h of these three, and in each case, Neinken 's revi­
sions supplemented Ashbroo k's work by extensive plating diagrams of the more common
positions. How many classic U.S. co llecto rs today actively plate ordinary copies of Scott
Nos. 24, 35 or 36b? I do not disparage the momentous accomplishme nts of my departed
friend and mentor, Mortimer L. Neinken. It is the philatelic community as a whole, not I,
that exhib its disinterest in plating common positions.

Would the plating of the Five Cent 1847 be treate d with any greater interest by the
philatelic community? Not by recent evidence. In the November 1994 issue of this journ al
I published plating diagrams of the eight comer positions of the Five Cent 1847. This was
important because it enab led collectors to plate comer cop ies and possi bly discover a ninth
corner posi tion which wo uld be evidence of the mysterious 1850 reworked Five Cent
plate. In the two and a ha lf yea rs since that information was published , I have see n a
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number of Five Cent corner copies offered at public auction, but not one was identified by
plate position.

* * * * *
The Linn 's reporter's statement that these panes, "may provide a vital record of how

the stamps [sic] were entered on the plates" is open to even more challenge. There is no
mystery about how the standard siderographic process, from die to transfer roll to plate,
was performed in the manufacture of the 1847 plates . It is generally accepted that there
was only one impression of each die on the transfer roll for each denomination. The loca­
tion of guide dots outside the rightmost vertical columns of the printed stamps of each val­
ue indicate that the rocking in of transfer roll impressions began on the left hand column
of each pane of the metal plate. (Keep in mind that everything was reversed on the metal
plate.) It may be that the pane will contain evidence of the order in which the impressions
were entered, whether starting at the top or the bottom, but this is an arcane question at
best. It seems unlikely that a proof pane will yield any significant new information about
the basic siderographic process used to manufacture the 1847 plates.

Conclusion
A proof pane of the Five Cent 1847 would be a major philatelic piece. Finding it hid­

den under other philatelic material makes for an even more interesting story. However, 1
think the hyperbol ic panegyrics publi shed in Linn 's about its transcendent significance to
the study of the 1847 issue somewhat overstate the case. Historically, the philatelic com­
munity has shown far more interest in major plate varieties than in the minutiae of plating
ordinary positions. The plating of the Ten Cent 1847 did not alter that, and neither would a
comparable plating of the Five Cent 1847. D
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
HUBERT C. SKINNER, Editor
THE CHICAGO PERFORATIONS
© 1997 W. WILSON HULME, II

(continued from Chronicle 174. p. 120)

Ce nsus of Known Items (121/2 Gauge)
I have compiled a cen su s of all 12'12 gauge Chicago Perfs that I cou ld identi fy

(Appendix B) and welcome add itions and co mments to make this census more accurate
and co mp lete. In tota l there are app roximately 80 items on and off cove r, including about
65 3¢ and 15 I¢ (Table II ) .3' These item s are current ly listed in Scott 's Special ized
Catalogue under Scott # 7 (I e), # 9 (I ¢) and # II (3¢) as "Perf. 12'12, unofficial."

Of these item s, abo ut 75% have been ex pertized by noted authorities including
Chase, Ashbro ok , The Philatelic Foundation, and Th e American Philatelic Societ y. In a
few cases where I believe that an item in the census needs to be examined or reexam ined
by an expert committee, I have so indicated by marking the item with a ". ".

Tab le II

N u m ber of C hicago Perfs Know n (l2Y2 C aus e) an d Percen t A u t hen t ica te d'

Denom. U n used Used: On C over Used : Off C over T otals

One Cent 2 3 12" 17
--------------- ---------- -------------------- --------------------- -----------
% Authenticated 50'XI 67% 100'Yo 88%

Th r ee C ent 0 40'" 27 67
--------------- ---------- ------------------- --------------------- -----------
% Authenticated NA 65% 81% 73%

Total s 2 43 39 84
--------------- ---------- ------------------- --------------------- -----------
% Authenticated 50% 651X, 87% 75 %

Authent ica ted by As hb rook, Chase, Philatelic Fuund atl on and/or American Philatelic Society
Includes used st r ip of 3 of One Cc nt (Type IV), off cover
Includes pair ofThree Ce nt, on cuvcr

About 25% of these copies are scissor or mechanically separated on at least one side,
probabl y indicating that the users didn't fully understand the purp ose of this new inven­
tion . Eve n thoug h collec tors do not normally like straight-edged stamps, I found this quite
fortunate as it makes the perforations easier to analyze when a row of perfs is fully intact.

I have seen seve ral cove rs with I¢ stamps roughly separated on all fo ur sides, but
showing remnants of wha t may be perforations. The separation appears to have been done
with a knife, cutting through several sheets of stamps simultaneous ly. It is possib le these

" Not included in these totals are items certified by others as not genuine, or severa l items with
which I had co ncerns.
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The photograph scheduled for this space was withdrawn just
as the Chronicle was going to press. On August 11, 1997, the
owner indefinitely suspended the previous-granted permission
for use of this and related photos. we regret the resulting dis­
courtesy to our readers.

Figure 17. The largest known multiples of the 12'/2gauge Chicago Perforations. The strip
of three of the 1C is positions 91-93 L 1L (position 91 is the triple transfer). The pair of the
3C Chicago Perf is positions 86-87 L 3. Items are now in the Jerome S. Wagshal collec­
tion.
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The photograph sche d u led for this
space wa s withdrawn just a s th e
Chronicle wa s going to press. On
August 11, 1997, the owner indefinitely
sus pended th e previou s-granted per­
mission for use of thi s and related pho­
tos. we regret the resulting discourtesy
to our readers.

Figure 18. The only two known unused 12 '/2 gauge Chicago Perforations are both 1C
stamps. The item at top is position 19 L 2, while the other item has no t yet been plated.
The top stamp is now in the Jerome S. Wagshal Collection.
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Usages by Month
(12% Gauge Chicago Perfs)
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Figure 19. Recorded usages of Chicago Perfs by month.

stamps had 12112 gauge perfs at one time, but the edges of the stamps are so muti lated as to
be no longer recognizable. Factors such as time and location of the business are consistent
with these being Chicago Perfs:" however, other explanations are possible and investiga­
tion is continuing.

The only known multiple of the I¢ Chicago Perf is a used strip of three , off cover.
The only known multiple of the 3¢ Chicago Perf is a pair, on cover (Figure 17). There are
two unused I¢ Chicago Perfs known (Figure 18), but no unused 3¢ items.

A histogram of recorded usages by month shows Chicago Perfs were used for ap­
proximately a one year period from May 1856 to May 1857 (Figure 19). Most plates in
use by Toppan, Carpenter during this time frame have been seen with Chicago Perfs, mak­
ing it likely that Hadley purchased his stock of imperforate stamps at the Post Office
(Table III).

There is risk of error in drawing conclusions from limited data. However, the his­
togram of recorded usages indicates the stamps may have been perforated and distributed
in batches, each of which was used before the next batch was distributed. The lack of
recorded usages in June of 1856 may indicate the supply ran OUt.33 Appare ntly batches
were issued in May, July, Septem ber and October of 1856 plus January 1857, based on the
diagram (Figure 19).

The earliest recorded usage of a Chicago Perf is May 3, 1856. This is consistent with
Hadley 's comments indi cating the machine was operational in April or May 1856.
Additional comments on this cover are provided under the section on Hadley/Swift covers.

Apparently no new batches were perforated after January 1857, as it became clear
shortly thereafter that the U.S. Post Office had obtained anot her machine. Toppan ,
Carpenter conducted a test of officia lly perforated stamps beginning in late February 1857.

32The earliest examp le so separated on four sides is a I¢ stamp on a circular dated May 7,
1856. The cancel is a Norona Type A-6 device, but witho ut a month and day. Thi s circular is a
weekly market review newspaper publi shed by a company known to use Chicago Perfs.

330 f course, this could also just be due to lack of data, given the scarcity of these items.
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Table ill

PlatesUse(J()n Three Cehf12~GaugeChic~g~ P~ris
< (Under

DeveI6pment) · ........ ........ ...............

I Plate I No. of Plated Copies I
2L 4

3 19

5L4 3

4 1

6 5

7 14

8 0

I Total Plated I 46 I
Total Un plated 19

Total K nown 65

I 0/0 Plated I 71% I
Chicago was one of the test cities, with the earl iest Chicago usage of an officially perforat­
ed stamp being March 18, 1857.34 Use of the Chic ago Perfs ceased not long after this test
began. The latest recorded usage of a Chicago Perf is May 6, 1857.

Cities of Known Usa ge
Need less to say, most Chicago Perfs are postmarked from Chicago. However, there

are at least two excep tions (Figure 20).
The first is from New York City. It was described originally in an article written in

1940.35 The stamp is faintly canceled with "May 23," and the envelope docke ted "May 22
/56." The item has an enclosure dated May 22, 1856. The cover was part of the family cor­
respondence of the author of that article. The original letter was written by Mr. C.c.
Langdell of the firm of Pierrepont, Stanley & Langdell , 16 Wall St., New York. The cover

" Over the years, I have developed an extensi ve database of on and off cover usages from
cities involved in this test. I ask that any collector having perforated stamps used from any city be­
tween February and late June 1857 please provide me a photocopy. This will be the subject of a sep­
arate article.

3'H. Webster, "U.S. 1856 Trial Perforation ," Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News, May 20, 1940,
page 400.
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Th e photograph scheduled for this space was withdrawn just as the
Chronicle was going to press. On August 11, 1997, the owner ind efi­
nitely suspended th e previous-granted permission for use of thi s and
related photos. we regret the resulting discourtesy to our readers.

Figure 20 . The only two covers known with Chicago Perfs used from cities other than
Chicago. The top cover is from New York, dated May 23, (1856). The bottom cover is
from Rosedale, Wisconsin, and dated Jan 31. The top cover is now in the Jerome S.
Wagshal collection.
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is addressed to Joseph Rowe Webster, Milton , Norfolk County, Mass . The cover is pic­
tured in Brookman," and was sold in the 1989 Siegel Rarities sale (lot 74) with a descrip­
tio n say ing " last offered 1946 ." Sw ift apparently sen t samples of Hadl ey's perforated
stamps to New York when they were first introduced. Swift had a New York City office :
Swift, Ransom & Co. at 3 1 Pine Street, located just one street away from Langdell's of­
fice . Thi s co uld explain how the Chicago Perf came to be used in New York City.

The second is from Ro sedale, Wisconsin, about 175 miles from Chicago . It is dis­
cussed on page 175 of Dr. Chase 's book, where he hypothesizes that a trave ler brought it
back from Chicago. The cover is addressed to Mrs. Isaac Cu ndall , West Killingly, Conn.
The last recorded sale I have of this item was from the David T. Beals collection, lot 338.37

Hadley/Swift Co vers
There are no covers with Chicago Perfs that I can trace to Elijah Hadley.
However, there are four items with Chicago Perfs that conclusively tie to R.K. Swift.

These items are of the highest deg ree of desirability.
The firs t is a cover wi th printed corner card inscribed R.K. Swift, Brother &

Johnston, Bankers, Chicago, III. It is dated May 3 and cance led with a Norona Type A-6
device." The year is assumed to be 1856, based on the usage of this A-6 device and the
range of items in the census . This item is the previously menti oned earliest recorded us­
age of a Chicago Perf. The item (Fig ure 2 1, top cover) is addressed "To Cashier Otsego
Co. Bank, Coo pers town , NY."

Th e second cover is year-dated August 4, 1856, addressed to "Mr. Joab L. Cli ff,
Skaneateles, Onond aga Co ., N.Y." Th is item (Fig ure 22) has the same addressee as another
Swift item listed below. In the upper left comer of the envelope is a retu rn address: "R.K.
Swift, Bro. & Johnston," in a handwriting different from that used for the addressee. This
letter contains an enclosure acknowledg ing a transaction from one of the bank's clients,
and signed "Milsne,' a clerk working in Swift's bank. The letterhead on the enclosure
reads " R.K. Swift , Brother & Johnston."

The third (Figure 21, bottom cover) is an identical printed comer card to the May 3rd
cover previously described. It is inscribed R.K. Swift, Brother & Johnston, Bankers,
Chicago, III. Thi s cover is dated Dec . 16, 1856. The mon th is not very legib le and may not
be December. It is addressed to "Edward White, Washington , Dutches Co., N.Y." The item
was last sold in the Grun in sale, March 1987.39

Fourth is a cover dated February 4, 1857 (Figure 23) . It is addressed to Mr. Joab L.
Cliff, Ska neateles, Onond aga Co. New York, the same addressee as the August 4th cover
above. On its outside is a penci l notation "R.K. Swift," followed by what appears be "Feb.
10th 1857 ." This cover was sold as part of the Thomas J. Alexander co llection."

Hadley stated in the letter dated October 20, 1856 that Swift insisted on using his
perforated stamps on all his correspondence . Unfortunately, with the absence of return ad­
dressees or enclosures these items cann ot be easi ly iden tified except by hand writin g. I
don 't profess to be a handwriting expert, but I believe there are five additional covers that
tie to Swift.

36L.G. Brookman, The United States Postage Stamp s of the 19th Century (New York, New
York: H.L. Lindquist Publications, Inc. , 1966), Vol. I, page 147.

3
7Daniel F. Kelle her 577th Sale, January 20-22, 1988.

" D. Norona, Cyclop edia of United States Postmarks and Postal History, rev. ed. (Lawrence,
Massachu sett s: Quarterman Publications, Inc., 1975), page 324. The latest date recorded by Noron a
was March 1856, but this was subsequently advanced by students into May.

" Christie 's sale, The Lollis Grun in Collection of United Stat es 1851 -57 Stamp s on Covel; Part
I, March 25, 1987, lot #25.

" Richard C. Frajol a sale, Thomas J. Alexander Collection. March 8-9, 1990, lot #840.
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:Frcr.D B. it8WIFT, BROTllER '" JOHr.5TON,
JIABXEJIS, ChIcaio. ni,

Figure 21 . The only two known printed corner cards from R.K. Swift, Brother &
Johnston, Bankers, Chicago, III. Each cover was mailed with a 3C Chicago Perf. The top
cover is May 3, (1856), and is the earliest recorded usage of a Chicago Perf. The year is
based on the period of usage of the Norona Type A-6 canceling device. The bottom cover
is apparently dated December 16, 1856, although the month is not very legible.

:From :B. R· SWIFT, BROTHER& JOHNSTON,
BANKERS, Chicago, DL

,
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R. K. S W IFT, B RO THER &: JO HNS'rON .

Figure 22. Cover with manuscript "R .K. Swift, Bro & Johnston" at upper left. Contains a
letterhead enclosure from Swift's bank, signed by a clerk in bank. This cover is ad­
dressed to the same person as the cover shown in Figure 23.
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Figure 23. Cover addressed to Joab L. Clift, Skaneateles, Onondaga Co., New York. At the
top center of the envelope is a faint pencil inscription "R.K. Swift & Co., Feb . 1Oth[?],
1857." This is the same addressee as the cover in Figure 22.

-- - - ------ _.._----
_ :.:~

(Qtit.qmrtnt,;~iltt!~~- -
. -- .. .. .

• 1.' _

GAGE, BROTHER & DRAKE,
PROPRIETORS •

... -
COR. LAKE & DEARBORN 8T8.

Figure 24. Cover with embossed back flap from Tremont House hotel, pictured adjacent
to advertisement from 1856 city directory. This cover is apparently addressed by R.K.
Swift, based on comparison of the handwriting with Swift's letters. The date is May 22,
although not very legible. The year is 1856, based on the canceling device which was not
used in 1857.
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One of these is a cover apparently addressed by Swift himself (Figure 24). The cover
has 'Tremont House, Gage Bro. & Drake , Chicago, III." embossed on the backflap. It is
addre ssed to Richard Burgess, Esq ., Washington City, D.C. Whe n this item was sold in the
Piller Sale," it was described as "add ressed in the hand of R.K. Swift ." This proba bly is
Swift 's handwriting which is distinctive, or perhaps more app ropri ately described as slop­
py. The date was described in the Piller catalog as "possible Sep. 22," as the month is not
legible. I believe that the date is May 22 L1856]. The stamp is canceled with a Norona
Type A-6 cance ling device which was not regu lar ly used after May 1856. All May ( 1856)
usages of Chicago Perfs thus far recorded show A-6 devices , but no subsequent month
shows this device. When compared with transpare ncie s made fro m other A-6 cancella­
tions, this cover is a rea son ab ly good fit wi th Ma y, but it doe s not fit with Ap ril or
September. However, beca use of the poor leg ibil ity, there is the possib ility of error.

The following four covers (Figure 25) have handwritten addressees that match the
hand wr iting found on the previo usly discu ssed Decem ber 16, 1856, corner card fro m
Swift 's bank, addresse d to Edward White, Washington, Dutches Co ., N.Y. (Figure 2 1).
Additional confirmation that these four item s came from Sw ift' s bank comes from two
covers with the same handwriting in my co llection that were mailed after the introduction
of gove rnment perforated stamps. One of these two has a manuscript notation at the upper
left of the envelope "R.K. Swift."

Date:
July 16, 1856
August 29, 1856
December 2, 1856
January 12, 1857

Addressee:
Isaac W. White Esq., Pokeep sie, Dutches Co.,N.Y.
Isaac W. White Esq., Pokeepsie, Dutche s Co., N.Y.
Isaac W. Whi te Esq., Pokeepsie, Dutches Co., N.Y.
Hiram Reed Esq., Marcellus, NYork

All but one of these last nine cove rs from Swift or his bank are addressed to New
York . Swift's hometown of Auburn, New York is less than ten miles from Skaneateles
(two covers) or from Marcellus, NY (one cover). It is likely that some or all of these New
York bank ing customers did business with Swift based on prior relations hips. Other items
in the census like ly originated from Swift' s bank, but are thus far unidentified.

Sw ift apparently had a good deal of international co rresponde nce, yet no transat­
lant ic covers showing Chicago Perfs have yet been recorded.

Advertising Covers Bearing Chicago Perfs
I have analyzed the businesses known to use Chicago Perfs. These items are listed in

App end ix B, and shown in Figures 26-29 . Previous wri ters have speculated that Swift had
a business interest in these companies, but I know of no evidence that supports that claim.

I believe it likely these businesses used the stamps because Swift ac tively distributed
them. He may have done this as a trial to strengthen the prospect of selling the mach ine to
the Post Office. Perhaps it was done as a courtesy for his banking custo mers or as a form
of adverti sing . Wh en the businesses are plott ed on a I856 -era map, a pattern emerges
(Figure 30) . Most of these businesses were in a stra ight path betwee n Swift's bank and
Hadley's office. One business, E.S. Wells, shoe manufacturing and sales (Figure 26), was
downstairs in the same building as Sw ift (Figure 3). Others were less than two blocks from
Swift or Hadley. Four of the co mpanies using comer cards are located just beyond the lim­
its of the map. They were likely Swift's banking customers .

"'R.A. Siege l Sale #748, The Stanley M. Piller Collection of United States 1851-57 Three
Cent Issues. Marc h 25, 1993, lot 136..
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The photograph scheduled for this space was withdrawn
just as the Chronicle was going to press. On August 11,
1997 , the owner indefinitely sus pended the previous­
granted permission for use of this and related photos. we
regret the resulting discourtesy to our readers.

Figure 25. Three of four other covers believed to have originated from Swift's bank,
mailed with Chicago perforated stamps. These items can only be identified by the hand­
writing, which matches the bottom cover shown in Figure 21. Further confirmation that
these items came from Swift's bank comes from two items lnot pictured) mailed after
the introduction of government perforated stamps, but in this same handwriting. One of
these two covers is from Swift's bank, based on a manuscript notation on the outside of
the envelope. Top and center covers are now in the Jerome S. Wagshal Collection.
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.E. S. "VVELLS,

~llb irs' &: QDrnts '~nnt5 &: ~rr O'r5 , of allstylrs
:W H O L E S A L E AND R l <:'I'AIL .

1 -. 7 Jl . '1 ., . DOl, I' II S TIl J ! E T ,

VlfDER lII:ETBOroUTAl'I' RALL .
II ...

Figure 26. Advertising corner card from E.S. Wells. mailed w ith a Chicago Perf . Adjacent
to the cover is an advertisement for Wells from the city directory. Well s was located in
the same building (Metropolitan Hall) as Swift's bank.

Figure 27. Advertising corner cards from Sherman House hotel, mailed with Chicago
Perfs. The two corner cards indicate a change in ownership occurred between July 25,
1856 (upper left cover) and March 10, 1857 (lower right cover) .
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Miscellaneous Notes on the Remaining Covers
The origin of about 60% of Chicago Perf cove rs is known to some degree (Table IV).

More than 20% can be tied to Swi ft, and 40% to local businesses through co mer cards and
enclosures . The balance is unknown, due in part to the lack of photographs showi ng the
full cove rs clearly .

Two covers with Chicago Perfs are addressed to J.B. Knight and one to Gray &
Knight, a law firm in Hopkinsville, Kentucky. The two addressed to J.B. Knight are in the
same handwriting, and one of the se two contains a lett er dealing with land futures in
Chicago. The hand writing on this letter is terrible, and I have struggled to match the name
with a pers on in the city directo ry. Th e writer may be Jame s Larmon, but this is not cer­
tain. Larmon was a real estate agent, who accord ing to the city directory came to Chicago
f ro m Ke ntuc ky abo u t 1855 . L ar mon ' s office was located in the sa me build ing
(Metropolitan Hall) where Swift had his office, which helps exp lain the use of the Chicago
Perfs. Thi s Knight corres pondence continued for a number of years, and is represented in
several prominent Chicago postal history collections. I am hoping other letters may sur­
face to confirm or establi sh the identity of the writer.

Two covers are addressed to Miss Salli e A. Jones in Evansville, Illinois. Two covers
are also addressed to Mr. A.C. Squier, Columbia, South Carolina. Th e write rs are un­
known.

Table IV

Summary of Users - Chicago Perf Covers

Covers from Swift or His Bank # of Known Covers Comments

Direct " Includes corner cards, docketing
and enclo sures

Indirect 5 Based on handwriting similarities

Total Swift 9

Other Business Correspondence

Identified Chicago-Area Businesses 7 Corner cards

Travelers G Includes hotcl correspondence

Other 4 Based on contents

Total Business 17

Unknown Writers

Known Addressee 11

Unknown Addressee 5 Illegible items and poor photos

Total Unknown Hi

I TOTAL I 42 I I
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Figure 28 . Advertising corner card from Kendall Bakecover is an advertisement for
Kendall from the city directory.

One circular is known addressed to Canada (Figure 31), and another cover addressed
to Nebraska Territory. The Canada circular is a weekly market review of Chicago markets,
published by P.L. Wells on Clark Street. It contains a brief financial article by R.K. Swift.
The wri ter of the Nebraska letter is unknow n. No other destinat ion outside the United
State s is yet known.

I would very much like to examine any enclosures that readers can provide from
these letters.

In closing I ask any collector having additional information, documents, examples or
pertinent items relating to early perforation of U.S. stamps (both Chicago Perfs and other
citie s) please to contact me, as the work con tinue s with full vigor. I very much need your
help.
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The photograph scheduled for this space was withdrawn just as the
Chronicle was going to press. On August 11, 1997, the owner indefi­
nitely suspended the previous-granted permission for use of this and
related photos. we regret the resulting discourtesy to our readers.

Figure 29. Two additional advertising covers, using Chicago Perfs. The top cover does not
show clearly, but is embossed from EB. Gardner & Co., Lumber Dealers. The bottom cov­
er is from Ellithorpe, Kline, & Bradley, Carriage Manufacturers. The bottom cover in now
in the Jerome S. Wagshal collection.
172 Chronicle 175 I August 1997 I Vol. 49. No.3



Location of Selected Businesses in Chicago Circa 1856

v H.D. Emery
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Figure 30. Map showing businesses known to have used Chicago Perfs, in relationship to
locations of Hadley and Swift, with a line connecting the locations. All but four known
corner cards are from businesses within this small area . A number are in a direct path
from Swift's to Hadley's office.
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Figure 31 . Cover addressed to Canada, with a 1¢ Chicago Perf. This circular is the
Chicago Market Review and Weekly Price Current, published by P.L. Wells. This market
review contains a financial commentary written by R.K. Swift, an excerpt of which is
shown adjacent to the cover. The perforations on this stamp show clearly on the left and
bottom due to scissor separation, which is common on this stamp.
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Appendix A

Acknowledgments
There are a lot of people who have contributed to this research, and because their

help has been so extensive I fear I cannot do them justice .
I first became interested in perforation of U.S. stamps because of Tom Alexander's

article in issue number 69 of The Chronicle. I didn 't know Tom then, so I studied the sub­
ject as a solitary activity. I have since become good friends with Tom and he has helped
and encouraged me immeasurably.

It was KG Taira and Bob Hegland who orchestrated making this a group effort. KG
called me out of the blue in 1992. He invited me to join a 3¢ study group focusing on the
first U.S. perforated issues. KG and Bob were the chief architects of this effort, composed
primarily of members from The U.S. Philatelic Classics Society. The intent was to share
information that might not be ready to publish in The Chronicle. Bob superbly edited and
published the group's newsletter. Through this effort our progress was more rapid on all
fronts. This reflected not only the sharing of knowledge, but becau se we pushed each other
to get things done .

I credit KG as the major catalyst of my efforts. He is also a brilliant problem solver,
and we have spent many hours via long distance working on Chicago Perfs and other per­
foration puzzles. KG gets his hands into a lot of areas of this study- from analysis, to plat­
ing, to photographing the items with E.L. Fritz in his lab.

I have been very fortunate in locating unpublished related source documents. Two
individuals, David Beech and Geoffrey Wood, were key in my accessing the Bemrose cor­
respondence, only a portion of which is included in this article. David is the head of
philatelic collections for the British Library, and on the governing council for the Royal
Philatelic Society, London. He obtained acce ss to the Perkins, Bacon archi ves for me.
Geoffrey Wood in tum spent hours with me during my trips to London to examine docu­
ments and track down every conceivable lead. rey, who unfortunately died before this arti­
cle could be published.

Special thanks to William Alan Bemrose, great-grandson of the inventor of the first
perforation machine used by the U.S. Alan made available family files and his personal
time, and provided information that would not have been available elsewhere.

There have been several collectors involved in plating these stamps , which I must ad­
mit is quite a task even under optimum conditions. In many cases we have worked from
photostats, sometimes second or third generation. Dick Celler is a plater extraordinaire,
and to him lowe much gratitude. He has spent hours poring through the photos, as has
Mark Rogers with the I¢ stamp. As a result about 70% of the Chicago Perfs have been
plated.

The census would not have been possible without The Philatelic Foundation and The
American Philatelic Society, both of which shared access to all items in their reference
files. Most of the photos analyzed for this study were from The Philatelic Foundation,
which generou sly gave permission to share them. Wade Saadi tirelessly helped to repro­
duce them all.

Finally, the list is long of collectors and organizations who shared access to items in
their collections and their knowledge for this article and for other phases of the perforation
study. Many of these collectors have become good friends, as we enjoyed a common inter­
est. Some I have never met, yet they freely shared material to advance this work. Because
their contributions are so numerous, I cannot detail them all. So instead I thank each of
you from my heart :
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Appendix B
Census of Chicago Perforations (12Y2 Gauge)

One Cent Chicago Perfs
0 " Cover

Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel -----------------------------

Expertization (if known)

"Paid" cancel , Used, On Cover, Type II. Well centered . Perfs intact due to scissor separated at top. Not known C-QI-501
applied Straight edge at bottom, Position 48 R 2. See Ashbrook , Volume II, page 26. Folded ............._-----------------------------------

vertically. advertising circular. Ashbrook

No townmark. Lake View Water Cure
Ncar Chicago. Ills.

Not known. Used, On Cover, Type II, with 3 Three Cent stamps (Scott # II's). Not Known C-QI-502

This item is listed in Scott Specialized Catalog. but no photo has yet been seen.

(May 28 Used, On Cover, Type IV. Centered to lower right. Scissor cut leaving left and bottom Messrs. Edmonstone & C-QI-503
1856) perf holes intact. Folded circular. Co. --- - - -- --- ----_..._---_..._--_...__...

Based on Montreal PFC#110589 "Genuine."
contents . Chicago Market Review and Weekly Price Current Canada East.

No. 58

"Paid" cancel
Published by P.L. Wells Commercial Editor of the Democratic Press

45 Clark Sl.
on stamp .

No townmark . Contains financial commentary wr itte n by R.K. Swift .
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One Cent Chicago Perfs
Unused

Date, Description, Plate Position, Addressee Reference Number
Cancel Comments -------------------------------------------------------------------

Expertization (if kn own )

NA Unused, Type II. Centered to top and left . Shows NA C-o I-oOI
adjacent stamp at bottom and trace of stamp at right. --- ------------ -- ------- ------ -- ---- ----------- --- ------------- --- -- -------------------------------
Position 19 L 2. PFC#02820 7 "Decline Opinion."

PFC#0-t2881 "Genuine, with slight soili ng."

NA Unuse d, Type II. Centered to left. Shows perfs on all NA COO 1-002
four sides, but probably scissor separated at bottom and
top. Not plated. but apparently Plate 2.

One Cent Chicago Perfs
OffCover, Used

Date, Description, Plate Position, Addressee Reference Number
Cancel Comments -------------------------------------------------------------------

Expertization (if known)

Date not Used, orrCover, Type II. Centered to righ t and NA c-or-re i
legible. upward. Shows adjacent stamp at bottom . Position --------_.........- ...--------------------..._...----...- ......_---------------------------------------------------_...-

41 L 2. PFC#O14688 "Decline Opinion ."
PFC# 199264 "Ge nuine, with small corner crease at top right, reperfed at left ."
2
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Date not Used, Off Cover, Type II. Centered upward and NA CoO l -l 02
visible. slightly to right. Perf holes fully intact at top due to ------------------------------------------------_.............-------------------------_ ..._----- -

scissor separation. PFC#028200 "Genuine perforations on three sides with fraudulent perfs at
(Tra ce of "2" & right ; crease across bottom right comer margin; tiny tear and one bottom
mont h) perforation defective."

Date not Used, Off Cover, Type II. Centered to right, showing NA CoO l - 103
visible. adjacen t stamp at left. Upper right corner torn or -- -- --------- --------- --- ---- ---------------- -------- ------ ---------------------------- ---- --- ------

clipped off. PFC#263919 "Genuine, with defects."

Date not Used, Off Cover, Type IV. Centered sign ificantly to NA CoOl-20 l
legible. upper left. Shows adjace nt stamps at right and -- -- ------ --- --- --- -- --- - - ...---_.._-----------------------------_......._-_............_-- -_........._-----_..._------

bottom. Probably position 9 R lL PFC#024 188 "Genuine."

Date not Used, Off Cover, Type IV. Centered upward and to NA C-01-202
legible. left. Shows adjacent stamp at bottom. Stamp has ---- --------- -- -------- ---- --------------- ---- --- ..._.._..-------------------------------------------

preprint ing paper fold. PFC#03083S "Genuine."

Date not Used, Off Cover, Type IV. Centered to left and NA CoO l -203
legible. slightly upward, showing adjacent stamp at right. -- -------- --------- ------------ ...- ...- ..._...-- ..._--------_.._..------------------------------------------_...-

Position 49 L l L PFC#042037 "Genuine, with a crease in top right comer margin ."

Date not Used, Off Cover, Type II. Shifted to lower left. NA CoO 1-204
visible. Probably position 98 R 2. -- -------------------------------------------- ...- ......- ..._------------ _..._---

PFC#003l60 "Genuine."

Townma rk not Used, Off Cover, Type II. Center ed slightly left and NA CoOl-20S
vis ible. downward. ---------------------------------------------_..._------..._-------------...----- ..._-......_----_..._..._----------

PFC#027212 "Genuine perforations, decline opinion on identity of cancellation."
(Perhaps large
""I " at upper
righ t of stamp.)

Nov 30? Used, Off Cover, Type II. Centered slightly NA CoO l-301
downward . ---- --- -- -- --------- ------- ..._----- -_..._-- -------------------------------------------_..._..._----------...

Ashbrook
PFC#033890 "Genuine."
3
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Mar I I? Used, Off Cover, Type IV. Strip of three. T his is NA C-01-302
the only known mult iple of On e Cen t Chicago ----------------------------------------_........_--------------------------------...--------_...------------
Perf. Centered downward, showing adjacent stamps Chase
at top. Position 91-93 L IL. [ 9 I L IL is triple PFC#024644 "Gcnuine."
transfcr.]

One Cent Chicago Perfs
Items previously expertized as "Not genuille" or items which warrant careful reconsideration

Dat e, Description, Plate Position, Add ressee Reference Number
Cancel Comments ---------------------------------------------------------------------

Expertization (if know n)

Datc not Used, Off Cover, Type IV. Centered slightly NA C-0 1-900
visible. downward. Positio n 97 L I L -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PFC#034243 "Perforat ions are counterfeit. "

Scp 9 Used, OlTCover, Type II. Centered slight ly upward NA C-0 1-90 I -
Position 48 R 2.

..........--------------------------------------...-------------------------------...---........-.....__........-...------------
PFC#1 15087 "Genuine."
PFC#H 2070 '"Pe rforations a re coun terfeit,"
4



If You Are A Dedicated Collector of
United States 19th Century Stamps And
Postal History, Be Sure To Put Your
Want List On File With Us Now.

O n occas io ns Iar too m any to co un t
ove r his :3G yea rs in the business, An­
d rew Levi tt has been able to loca te and
se cure that e lusive phi latel ic ite m so \i ­
ta lly requ ired by the serious specialist,

Let 's be frank. or co urse, we ca n' t
promise that we ca n always do the sa me
for everyone . But ifyou're familiar a t a ll
with our YCIY experie nced Iirm. yo u kn ow
that we will work ex tra hard to locate o nly
th e finest - and even the m ost UI1l ISU;J1 ­

s ta m ps a nd postal history.
You rnav also wish to a llow us to help

yo u di stincti vely m ount yo ur collec tio n.
Contac t us today and le t us begin now
to go to work lo r yo u. We think yo u m ay
be rathe r delighted. O ur telephone num­
her is (2 0:3) 7 -! : 3-:J 2 ~ ) I .

From essays, proofs
and stamps, to the

difficu lt postal usage ,
when your want list is
on file with us , we go

to work for you.

,.<//:..· ·c· ( lj :..

;. td" /",

Some Of America's Most Outstanding Collections
Have Been Professionally Mounted By Us.

Few co llec tors rea lize tha t. when it eventua lly CO IllCS time to se ll, the
method in which a co llec tion is showcasc r! and mo unted can o lic n play

a ma jo r role in the linal determinati on o r value. .\ndrcw Levitt oll crs a
prof essio nal cus to m mounting se rvice tha t brings d ist inction a nd

personality to the pages o r ~"()ur co llcc tinn....while incs tima blv ad d ing to
its ove rall value, O ur se rvice is d irected Ii II' li S hy Randv I. Neil, gold

me da l exhibitor and loundcr or the America n Association or Phil atel ic
Exhihitors. Ca ll li S Ii II' 0 111' co lorful :\!olln ting Service broch ure.

Visit Our Inte rn et Website:
ht tpr/' /www.and rewlevin .com

Post Office Box ~l42

Danbury CT 068 1~l

Andrew Levitt

ALPC
Philatelic Consultant

(20:J) 74:l-G29 1
Fax: (:W :l) 7:10-M2:IM

E-mail: \e\ Slalllp@l'l'Lnllll
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When Yon Sell, Trust The Reliability
Of The Firm That Has Handled Most of
America's Greatest Classics.

So many of the world's great co l­
lections have always come to us.

()ur:Hi yc ars or ac tive buying is virtu­
a lly unmatched in phila tely. It represents
a record o f" irucgritv a nd co m fort lor the
sc llc r wh o always must trust, im p licitly.
th e ind ividual who buys his collec tio n.

And rew Levitt is the most com pcti­
rive buye r in phila tely. We have handled
p roperti es as diverse as th osc o f" Crunin,
l laas. Boker andjennings. Wh en thc sc­
rious U.S. cla ssics philatelist th in ks of"
sclliru; hi s collec tio n there is no d oubt
th .u he shou ld come to Andrew Lcviu
IIrst.

We ha ve $ :1 million rcad v to purch ase
yo ur philat eli c property - Iro rn the sm all­
cs t collec tio n to e n tire carl oads of" a l­
bums. O ur lette r o f" crcd it ca n be se n t to
yo u today. An d lor larger holdings \I 'C can
come riuht to yo ur horne.n .

When America's rarest stamp- the One-Cent "Z"
Grill-last came on the market, we acted as

agents, At one time or another we've
handled l!!! of America's greatest rarities,

Can Andrew Levitt pay you more for
your stamps'?W e keep o ur fin ger o n th e
pulse o f" th e market a nd will pay you th e
m o st com pe titive m arket va lue lor yo ur
s tam ps & covers. And not tomo rro w o r
in ins tallme nts, hut lull pavmcnt righ t o n
the spo t. This is a lways o ur gua ra n tce.

The Internet Is Only One Of The Attractive
Options We Use To Market Your Collection...

:\Ian,\' coll ectors . whe n it co mes time to di spose o r thei r philatelic'
holdings, grca tly c l~ io~' the man ," o ptions we ca n o ile r in the mark eting o r
their co llcrt ions, II'you wish. when we pu rcha se yo ur co llcc tiou . we can
place it before the vaxt phil atcl ir publ ic th ro ugh o ur extens ive advcrtis ing
and our un iqu e full-color ca talogs. \\ 'ith Levit t. vuu ca n't lail hut receive the
" CIY best ollcr.

, (; h'c us the opportunity to pu rchase yo ur holdings. \\'c thi nk yo u' ll he
dd ighl cd !

Andrew Levitt

Internet website: http:/ /www.andrewlevitt.com

Po st Office [lox ~J42

Danbury CT OGB 1~J

Andrew Levitt

ALPC
Philatelic Consultant

(20~l) 7 4~l-5291
Fax: (:W :J) 7:H)-Wl:U~

E-l1Iai I: levst a 111p@Cci.('(}11I
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Three Cent Chicago Perfs
Oil Cover, Used

Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel ----------------------------------

Expertization (if known)

May 3 Used, On Cover. Centered to left, showing portion of stamp at right. Bottom To C-03-501
perfs mostly intact, with portions of adjacent stamp still attached. Comer card. Cashier, Otsego Co. Bank,
Not plated, but apparently Plate 6, 7. or 8, A relief. Cooperstown

NY
From R.K. SW IIT, BROTHER & JOHNSTON

[Noron a A-6) BANK ER S, Chicag o, ru,

May 17 Used, On Cover. Stamp cente red slightly to right. Upper right corner torn or l no. S. Martin, Esq. C-Q3-502
clipped off. Possibly posit ion 98 R 7. Envelope has been roughly opened at left, Genescco, Ill.
affecting comer card .

H.D. EMERY & CO .
Dealers in

Garden & Field Seeds
Farm Implemen ts

AND MACHI NERY
204 LAKE STREET

Chicago, ILL.

[Norona A-6] [Same correspondence, one week earli er, docs not have a Chicago Perf. on it]

May? 22 Used, On Cover. Centered to right , showing adjacent stamp at left. Mostly intact Richard Burgess, Esq., C..Q3-503
[Previously perfs at left due to scissor separation. Position 19 L 7. Embossed on back flap. Washington City ---------- ---- ........... ..._-_......._----_... ......_----------------
reported as D.C. PFC#047551 "Genuine."
"Sep 22") Tremont House

Gage, Bro & Drake [Probably addressed by
[Norona A-6) Chicago, ILL. Swift, based on handwriting.)
5
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Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel ----------------------------------

Expertization (if known)

New York Used, On Cover. Centered to left and slightly upward. Shows adjacent stamp at Mr. Joseph Rowe Webster C-03-504
May 23 (1856) right. One of two items postmarked from oth er th an Chi cago. Contains letter Millon --- -- --- ......_----------------------------------------

from c.c. Langdell of Pierrepont , Stanley & Langdell , 16 Wall Street, New York. Norfolk County PFC#209483 "Genuine usage, stamp
Docketi ng, Probably position 3 L 7. Mass. with unofficial perforations matching
enclosure. those sold at Chicago, Illino is."

May Used, On Cover. Centered to left, showing adjace nt stamp at right. Cover has Miss Fannie M. Witten C-03-505-
faults at top middle and at right. Position 76 R 7. Albany ......... ..._----------- ------------ -----....._----------

NY PFC#174423 "Genuine usage, but it is not
[ Based on subsequent correspondence, the writer of this letter is someone named the genuine unofficial Chicago perfs,"
"Will". Last name is unknown, but apparently Will was affiliated with Fay & Co.

[Norona A-6] on River Street in Chicago.)

Jul 14 1856 Used. Uncerta in if this item in off cover on or cover. Described in Chase and Not known C-03-506
Brookman. Centering not known. ----------------------._.._-------------------------

Chase

Jul 15 1856 Used, On Cover. Centered slightly upward. Shows part of stamp at bottom. Mr. A.C. Squier C-03-507
Scissor cut at top and left. Cover has closed tear at top middle. Position 29 L 7. Columbia

South Carolina
[Norona A-8] [C-03-507 and C-03-539 have same addressee and same handwriting.)

Jul 16 1856 Used, On Cover. Well centered. Stamp at upper left corner of envelope. Tea r at Isaac W. White, Esq. C-03-508
upper right of cover. Not plated, but probably Plate 2L or 3, with I or 2 lines Pokeepsie -------------------------------------------_..._-----
recut in UL triangle. Dutches Co. Ashbrook

N.Y. PFC#089758 "Genuine."
[C-03-508, C-03-511, C-03-519, C-03-520, and C-03-523 were apparently written
by the same clerk from Swift 's bank, based on handwriting comparison with C-

[Norona A-9] 03-520. C-03-508, C-03-5 I I , C-03-519 have same addressee.)
6
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Date,
Cancel

luI 25 1856

Docketing.

[Norona A-9]

Description, Plate Position, Comments

Used, On Cover. Cente red downward. Stamp is scissor separated showing intact
perfs at top and bottom. Position 64 L 7. Hotel comer card.

Shennan House
J.A Patmor & Co.

Proprietors
Cor. Clark & Randolph Sis.

Chicago

[C-03-509 and C-03-536 are both from Shennan House, but showing different
proprietors.]

Addressee

C.B. Brown, Esq.
Norwich
Chenango Co.
NY

Reference Number

Expertization (if known)

C-03-509

Chase
PFC#126490 "Genuine."

Aug 4 1856 I Used, On Cover. Centered to right. Some intact perfs at right. Roughly
separated at left. Posit ion 78 R 6. Manuscript return add ress at upper left.

Two strikes of
townmark , plus
dated I R.K. s..m, Bro, & .John slon.

enclosure.

Mr. Joab L. Cliff,
Skaneateles
Onondaga Co.
N.Y.

C-03-510

R K Swift lette rhead enclosure dated Aug 2 1856, including hank cle rk's
signa ture. IC-03-5 1O and C-03-530 have same addressee .)

[Norona A-8]

Aug 291856

Bold S.O.N.
townmark

[Norona A-8]

Used, On Cover. Centered upward and to left. Shows stamp at bottom, and trace
at right. Stamp at upper left corne r of envelope . Not plated, but possibly plate
2L.

[C-03-508, C-03-511, C-03-5 19, C-03-520, and C-03-523 were apparently written
by the same clerk from Swift' s bank, based on handwriting comparison with C­
03-520. C-03-508, C-03-5 I I, C-03-5 19 have same addressee.]

Isaac W. White Esq.
Pokeepsie
Dutches Co.
N.Y.

C-03-5 I I

PFC#208777 "Genuine."
7
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Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel ----------------------------------

Expertization (if known)

Sep 4 1856 Used, On Cover. Centered upward, with trace of adjacent stamp at bottom. J.B. Knight , Esqr. C-03-S12
Stamp is centered in middle of envelope. Intact perfs at top, and mostly at Hopkinsville -- -- --- ----- ------
bottom, apparent ly due to scissor separation. Not plated , but possibly plate 2L, A Kentucky PFC#034810 "Genuine."
relief.

[Norona A-8) [C-03-S12, C-03-5IS , and C-03-S17 are apparently to same addressee. C-03-S12
and C-03-S17 are in same handwriting. )

Sep xx 1856 Used, On Cover. Centered significan tly to right, showing adjacent stamp at left. Miss SaIl. A. Jones C-03-513
Two Portion of adjacent stamp at top attached to perforat ion tip. Not plated, but Evansville ----------------- ...__..._- --- - - - ---
overlapping possibly Plate 6 or 7, A relief. 111. , PFC#03254S "Genuine."
strikes of
townmark. [C-03-S13 and C-03-S14 are same addres see and handwriting.] [At lower left corner:)

Care Mr. Furguson.
[Norona A-8)

Sep 12 1856 Used, On Cover. Cente red to upper right. Shows adjacent stamps at left and Miss S.A. Jones C-03-5 14
bottom. Not plated, but probably Plate 7 (possibly Plate 6), A relief. Care E.E. Furguson ------------ -- -------

Evansville , Ill. PFC# ISS988 "Genuine."
[Norona A-9] [C-03-S13 and C-03-S14 are same addressee and handwriting.]

Sep 19 1856 Used, On Cover. Centered downward and very slightl y to left. Apparent ly Messrs . Gray & Knight C-03-5IS -
scissor separated on all sides. Perfs intact at bottom and mostly on left. Position Attor. At Law
67 L 2L. Hopkinsville

-. __. ......_----- - ----------- ......_----------
PFC#093897 "Genuine perforation

Kentucky variety on this cover with Chicago
[Norona A-9) [C-03-512 , C-03-S15, and C-03-517 are apparently 10 same addressee .] postmark , but is not liste d Ch icago

perforation variety,"
8
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Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Numb er
Cancel ----------------------------------

Expertization (if known)

Oct 21856 Used, On Cover. Centered to left, showing trace of stamp at right. Corner card . Mr. Cyrus D. Avery C·03 -516
Not plated , but apparently Plate 2L or 3. Iowa City -------------------------------------------------_...

Docketing: Ellithorpe,Kline& Bradley Iowa Chase
"Sept 30 1856" Carriage PFC#086532 "Genuine."

Manufacturers
Corner of Rand olph & Morgan Sis.

West Chicago
Hacks. Coaches, Phaetons, Barouches, Omn ibuses, Fam ily Carriages, Top and open Bugg ies, all made of

[Norona A-8] the boost New England timber .
ALL WORK WARANTED.

Oct 9 1856 Used, On cover. Well centered . Contains letter dealing with land futures. J. B. Knight , Esqr. C-03-517
Writer 's signature almost illegible, but possibly James Larmon. a real estate agent Hopkin sville
located in same building as Swift. Kentucky

[Norona A-8] [C-03-512, C-03-515 , and C-03-5 17 are apparently to same addressee . C-03·512
and C-03-517 are in same handw riting.]

Oct 9 1856 Used, On cover . Centered slightly upward and very slightly to left, showin g Mrs. T.S . Lanwyck]"] C-03-5ot I
adjacent stamps at bottom and right. Several "blind" perfs at right and left. Corner Care of Fox & Polhemus

[Noron a A-8] card , with shield. Position 61 R 2L. Corner Beaver & Broad Sts.
New York

American House.
Chicago. II I.

CHURCH & BISSELL,
Propr ietors ,

Corner of Lake SI. and Wabash Avenue.
Nearest Hotel to III. ContraI, SI. Louis. Detroi t and Cinci nnati Depots .

Oct 271856 Used, On cover. Centered upward . ... Esq... Bridge... C-03 -518
Hampshire

[Addressee only part ially
[Norona A-9) visible on photostat ]
9
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Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel ----------------------------------

Expertization (if known)

Dec 21856 Used, On Cover . Cente red to lower left, showing adja cent stamp at right and top. Isaac W. White, Esq. COO3-519
Shows a number of "blind" perfs. Stamp at upper left comer of envelope. Not Pokccpsie
plated , but possibly Plate 5L. Dutches Co.

N.Y.
[COO3-508, COO3-51 1, COO3-519, COO3-520, and COO3-523 were apparently written
by the same clerk from Swift's hank, based on handwriting comparison with C-

[Noron a A-8] 03-520. COO3-508, COO3-5 11, COO3-519 have same addressee.]

Dec 16 1856 Used, On Cover . Well centered. Position 24 L 6. Corner card. Edward White COO3-520
Washington ......_------------------- ----------------------..._-----

From R.K. SWIFT, BROTH ER & J OH NSTON Dutches CO. PFC#043793 "Genuine, canceled Dec.
BANK ERS, Chlcege, Ill. N.Y. 16,1856."

[C-03-508, COO3-511, COO3-5 19, C-03-520, and C-03-523 were apparently written [At lower left:]
[Norona A-9] by the same clerk from Swift's bank, based on handwriting comparison with COO3- Care Jarvis Congdon

520.]

Dec 17 1856 Used, On Cover . Centered to left. Stamp at upper left of cover. Small tear , added Miss Mary Rogers COO3 -52I
corner perf. Not plated, but possibly Plate 5L, B relie f. Care of Octavias T. Rogers

Esq.
[Norona A-8) Milton Railway

Mass.

Jan 8 1857 Used, On Cover . Well centered . Scissor cut on four sides, shows full perfs at left Mr. Marti n J. Gleason COO3-522
and bottom . Perfs are cut off at top and right. Posit ion 83 L 3. Brimfield, Hampden Co. -- ......-_..._......_------------------...- ......._------- -- ------

Massachusetts Chase
Ashbrook

[Norona A-9] Philatel ic Research Laborato ries, Inc.
10
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Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel ----------------------------------

Expertization (if known )

Jan 12 1857 Used, On Cover. Well centered. Apparently scissor cut at left and right. Not Hiram Reed Esq. C-03- 523
plated, but possibly Plate 7 (or Plate 6), A relief. Marcellus ---------------------------_.._---------------------
[C-03-508, C-03-51 1, C-03-51 9, C-03-520, and C-03-523 were apparently written NYork PFC#039918 "Genuine."
by the same clerk fr om Swift's bank, based on handwriting comparison with C-

[Norona A-91 03-520.)

Jan 21 1857 Used, On Cover. Centered to right slightly. Torn or roughly separated at upper D.C. Smith, Esq. C-03-524
and bottom left. Not plated, but possibly Plate 2L or 3. Shelbyville ------------- ---------------_...._-------------------

Shelby Co. PFC#12587 I "Genuine usage with
[Norona A-8J 111. defects in the stamp."

Jan 22 1857 Used, On Cover. Well centered. Pair. This is the only known multiple of James M. Bates Esq. C-03-525
Th ree Cent Chicago Perf. Closed tear and inked figures drawn on face of cover. Broker &c. ------------------------------_..----------------- --

Position 86-87 L 3. No. 60 Wall St., New York PFC#02·H37 "Decline Opinion."
[Norona A-81 PFC#035335 "Genuine."

Jan 23 1857 Used, On Cover. Centered slightly up and very slightly to right. Upper right Mr. Jas O'Gray? C-03-526
corner torn or clipped ofT, but expertly repaired and not mentioned in cert ificate. Boston -- ------------- -------------- --- ------ -------- -- -- ...

Position 67 L 3. Blue embossed corner card. Mass. Chase
PFC#06 1414 "Genuine"

o . Kendall' s Steam Bakery Cor.
Dearborn & Washington Sis.

Chicago. ILLS.
[Norona A-8] Manufacturer of Every Variety of Superior Crackers & Pilot Bread.

Jan 29 1857 Used, On Cover. Centered downward and to left, showing adjace nt stamp at top Walter G. Warren Esq. C-03-527
and right. Not plated but apparently Plate 2L, 3, or 5L. Whitehall ------------------------ ---------------------------

[Norona A-9) New York PFC #Unknown

Rosedale, Wi s. Used, On Cover. Centered to right and downward . Stamp has sheet margin on Mrs. Isaac Cundall C-03-528
right. Right perforations arc intact, apparentl y due to scissor separa tion. One of West Killingly ...._.............._------------------------------------...----

Jan 31 two items postm arked fr om other than Chicago. Not plated but apparently Conn. Chase
Plate 2L, 3, or 5L.
11
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Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel ----------------------------------

Expertization (if known)

Feb 4 1857 Used, On Cover. Centered to right. Corner Card not visible in photostat. Cover ...Hartann? Co.... C-03-529
[Norona A-8] described as " repaired." [Not fully visible in photostat )

Feb 4 1857 Used, On Cover. Cente red sligh tly downward . Straight edge or scissor cut at Mr. Joab L. Cliff C-03-530
bottom. Skaneateles
Pencil docketing on front at top middle of cover. Onon dago Co.

New York
R.K. S\\il1 & Co., F<I,. IOlh?, I H57

[Norona A-8) [C-03-510 and C-03-530 have same addressee.J

Feb 5 1857 Used. On Cover. Centered to left. Position 2 1L3. Embossed Corner Card . Hon. David Wells. Jr. M.e. C-03-53I
Washington ---------------------------------------------------

F.B. Gardner & Co. Lumber Dealers D.e. PFC# 111854 "Genuine."
South Wdl s St.

[Norona A-91 Chicago III.

Feb I I 1857 Used. On Cover. Centered to left. Scissor cut at right. Position 82 L 3. Mr. A.a. Shur C-03-532
Chesterville ------ - - - ------- ---- - -- --- -- --- -- ----
Morrow Co. Chase

[Norona A-SI Ohio Ashbrook

Feb 27 1857 Used. On Cover. Centered slightly to lower right. Chicago Perf. on an embossed Asa Bacon, Esq. C-03-533
3 cent stamped envelope, UIO. Not plated, but possibly Plate 6 or 7. New Haven. Conn. ----_..._------------------ ------- ---------- - ......-

PFC# 121255 "Genuine usage of the Scott
[In pencil at upper left of # II with unofficial Chicago perforations."

[Norona A-9) cover:)
F.D.
12
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Date, Description, Plate Position, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel ----------------------------------

Expertization (if known)

Mar 3 1857 Used, On Cover. Centered very slightly downward. Messrs. Albert? & Bickford, C-03-5 34
Esq.

Townmark not Pccham?
legible. Vermont

[Faint and not fully legible]

Mar 91 857 Used, On Cover. Centered to left, showing adja cent stamp at right. Position 49 R Miss Grace Doolittle C-03-535
3. Corner card , with Imprint. w. Eaves. Care Mr. Wm. Doolittle --- --- --------------- ------- --- --- --- -- -- -------- --

Utica PFC# 183189 "Genuine"
Ameri can Hold N York

AF. Pearson

[Norona A-8)
Toronto. C.w

Mar 10 1857 Used, On Cover. Cente red very slight ly to left. Not plated, but apparently Plate Mr. Theo Borden C-03-536
2L, 3 or 5L, B relief. Hotel corne r Card. Care of Philada, Insurance Co. --------------_............_-------_.._---------------...-- ... ...

Sherman House No. 44 Waln ut St. Pa. PFC#099324 "Genuine."
Dodgo & Longley

Proprietors
Cor. Clark & Rand olph SIS. Opp . The Co urt 1I0us<

Chicago. ILL.

[C-03-509 and C-03-536 arc both from Sherman House, but showing different
[Norona A-9] propr ietors.]

Mar 17 1857 Used, On Cover. Centered to right. Intact perfs at right due to scissor separation. ... L. Sheldon C-03-537
Tea r at right of cover. ...Otoe City

[Nebraska Ter ritory
addressee, not fully visible in

[Norona A-8] photostat]
13
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Expertization (if know n)

Apr 2 1857 Used, On Cover. Well centered. Scissor cut at right and bottom right, so perfs Miss Mary E. Read C-Q3-538
largely intact. Position 24 R 3. A portion of a letter remains, signed: Marsha ll ------------------------------------...-----..-- ...-----

Chase notation Mich Chase
says "Letter "Your air cus J.H. Dwight." PFC# 174734 "Genuine."
headed Apr I,

[I do not know if this partia l letter belongs in this envelope]1857"

[Norona A-8]

Apr I I 1857 Used, On Cover. Centered to lower right, with adjacent stamp showing at top. Mr. A.C. Squier C-Q3-539
Tiny piece of stamp missing at right side. Columbia -----------------------------------_.._-------------

South Carol ina Sloane
[Norona A-8] [C-Q3-507 and C-Q3-539 have same addressee and same handwri ting.]

Apr 24 1857 Used, On Cover. Centered very slightly downward . Not plated, but possibly Plate Dr. J.M. Wieting C-Q3-540
2L or 3. Corner card . Indianapolis .........._------------ --_......_----- -----------------

E.S. Wells Ind. PFC#242284 "Genuine."
Manufacturer or & Dealer in Ladies & Gents ' Boots & Shoeesor All Styles Wholesale & Retail

[Norona A-9]
147 Randolph St.

Under Metropolitan Hall Chicago.
14
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T hree Ce nt Chicago Perfs
OffCover, Used

Date, Description, Addressee Reference Number
Cancel Plate Position, ------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments Expertization (if known)

Date not Used, OITCover . Cen tered to lower righ t, showing pa rt NA C-03 ·I0 1
visible. of stamps at top, Icft, and bottom. Scissor separation at -_....-......-...------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

top and at bottom. Perfs at bottom arc intact. Posi tion Philatelic Research Laboratories, Inc.
69 L 3.

Date not Used, OITCover. Cent ered to upper right, showing NA C-03-102
vis ible . adjacent sta mps at Icft and bottom. Intact perfs at right , -----.....-....------------------------------------------------- ...---------------------------------------

from sepa ration of left and right panes along centerli ne. PFC#07 1222 "The stam p, with creasing and a natural paper fold, has genuine
Position 40 L 7. Chicago Unofficial perforat ions."

Date not Uscd, OITCover, Centered to Icft and down . Shows NA C-03·20 1
visible, adjacent stamp at top, an d trace of sta mp at right. -_......-...--...---------------------------------------------------------------- ..._---_....._----------_........ ..._..

Posit ion 53 L 3. PFC# I076 67 "Genuine, with closed tear in center."

Date not Uscd, OITCover. Centered to Icft. Shows adjacent NA C-03-202
vis ible, stamp at right, and trace of stamp at top. Probably -------------------------------------------------------------.-..._----------------------------------
Pen canc el. position 46 L 3. PFC#06H68 "Genuine, tiny defect at top."

Date not Used, OITCover, Centered slight ly to left, sligh tly NA C-03· 204
Icgib lc. downward . Shows adjacent stam p at top and trace at -------------------------------------------------..--------_._.._----------------------------------

right. Position 66 R 4. PFC#027629 "Perforations genuine, but decl ine opinion as to mon th and year
date."

Date not Used, OITCover. Wcll centered, but uppe r right corner NA C-03 ·301
visible, torn 01T. Posit ion 77 L 7. ----------------------------------------------_..._---_...---------------------------------------------

PFC#080913 "Genuine with a defective top right corn er ."

Date not Used, OITCover. Centered very slightly downward. Not NA C-03·302
Icgiblc. plated, but appa rently Plate 2L, 3, or 5L, A relief
15
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Date, Description, Addressee Reference Number
Cancel Plate Position, ------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments Expertization (if known)

Date not Used, Off Cover. Centered upward. Shows adjacent NA C-03-303
visible. stam p at bottom. Position 45 L 3. . - ..----_...._-_....._------------ --- -- ----------- ------ ----------------------- -------- --_...

Ashbrook

Aug Used, Off Cover. Centered downward. Scissor cuts into NA C-03-304
design at upper right come r and right side, as well as at ------ -- ----- ---- -- ---------------- ---- ----- --- -- -- ---- -- ---- --- -- ----- ...---------------------------
top. Not plated, but appear s to be Plate 6 or 7, A rel ief. PFC# 162340 "Genuine with unofficial Chicago perforations, stamp trimmed at

top and right."

Sep 20 Used, Off Cover. Centered downward , showing adjacent NA C-03-305
stam p at top. Position 87 L 2L. _.._-_._--------------------- -....._--...-- - ......_--_.._--------- ---------- ------_..--_....._-----------

PFC#310620 "Genuine, ...with a pulled perforatio n at bottom center."

Oct 91856 Used, Off Cover. On piece. Well centered . Shows NA C-03-306
adjacent stamp at bottom. Scissor cut on bottom and -- ---------- -- ---- ....._----- ------------- --- ------ -- ------ ......._------_....._-_... ..........................._----------.....-
top. Intact perfs at bottom. Posit ion 87 L 2L. PFC#0377 18 "Genuine."

Oct 15 Used, Off Cover. Centered upward, showing trace NA C-03-307
stamp at bottom. Position 27 L 5L. ------------------------ ------------------------------_..._ ---- ----- -- ------ --- -----_ ..._---------

PFC#040 145 "Genuine, slightly defective."
PFC#099060 "Genuine, with small thin spot."

Nov? Used, Off Cover. Centered to right and sligh tly NA C-03- 104
downward. Shows adjacent stamp at top. Position 67 R -_..._---- -------------_ ..._---------------- ------------------------------ ---- ----

7. PFC#114282 "Genuine."

Nov Used, Off Cover. Centered to upper right, showing part NA C-03-105
of adjacent stamps at left and bottom. Not plated, but -------------_.._---------------------_......_--- ----- -------- ----- --- --- -- ------ -------
probably Plate 5L, B relief. PFC#068680 "Genuine."

Nov 9? 1856 Used, Off Cover. Centered to right. Bottom perfs NA C-03-106
intact , due to scissor separat ion. Not plated, but -- -- ------- --- --- --------..-------------------------------------------------------------------------
probably Plate 6 or 7, B relief. Philatelic Research Laboratories, Inc.
16
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Date, Description, Addressee Reference Number
Cancel Plate Position, ------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments Expertization (if kn own)

1857 Used, Off Cover. Centered lower right. Shows adj acent NA C-03-107
"7" j ust vis ible. stamp at top and left. Not plated, but apparently Plate 6

or 7, B relief.

1857 Used, Off Cover. Cente red to left. Apparently scisso r NA C-03-205
cut at top and bottom . Three or four perfs at lower righ t -- ---- --------- --- ------------------------------ --- --- --- ----- -- --- -- -- ------ ----------- _......--------

" 57" j ust torn off. Not plated but apparently Plate 2L, 3 or 5L. PSE#022869 "Genuine."
visible.

Jan 5 1857 Used. OITCover. Centered downward, showing stamp NA C-03-308
at top. Upper right corn er torn or cl ipped 01T. Position ---------------- ---------------------------------- ----------- - ...- ...- ... ..._--_.......... ...__...-------------------
85 L 3. PFC#2-l1-l9-l "Genuine with parti al str ike of Chicago Jan . 5, 1857, III.

Postmark; stamp heavily oxidized, small tears."
[Subsequent to PFC, this stam p has been remo ved and
apparently trea ted with perox ide to remove oxidati on]

Jan 7 IS57 Used. Off Cover. Centered to right. Position 15 R 7. NA C-03-108

Jan xx 1857 Used, OITCover. On piece. Wcll cente red. showing NA C-03-309
substan tial port ion of stamp at right and some at left a nd ---- -- --------------- -- --- ...--- --- -------------------- -- -- ---- -------- ------ ------------ ------ ------

above. Scissor cut showin g intact perfs on three sides, PFC#070 111 "Genu ine ,"
Position 35 L 3,

Jan lx IS57 Used, OITCover. Centered slightly downward . Scissor NA C-03-31O
separated at bottom, showing intact perfs and adjacent ------ ----- ---------------- -- --------------------------- ---------- ------- ----------------------- ---
stamp. Position 5S L 3. PFC#2155S5 "Genuine."

Ja n 2 1, IS57 Used, OITcover. On piece. Centered sligh tly to right, NA C-03- 109
showing trace of adjacent stamp at bottom . Straight

[Norona Type edge at left due to scissor separation. Most perfs at top
A-81 arc missing.
17
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Date, Description, Addressee Reference Number
Cancel Plate Position, ------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments Expertizatlon (if known)

Jan 23 1857 Used, Off Cover. On piece. Centered to left, and NA C-03-206
upward. Probably position 74 L 3. ---------_....._-_.....__.._.._----------------- --- -- ----- ------------------------ ---- ------------------

[Noron a Type PFC#0272 13 "Genuine with unofficial Chicago perforations tied by Chicago
A-8] perforat ions tied by Chicago, Ill. cancellation on piece."

Feb 2, 1857 Used, Off Cover. Cente red to right. Most perfs at top NA C-03-11O
have been scissor separated. Position 40 L 3. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------...._-------------------

[Norona Type APES#098 191 "Genuine, trimmed at top, come r perf crease."
A-8]

Apr xx 1857 Used, Off Cover. Centered upward and to right. Trace NA C-03-lll
of adjacent stamp at bottom. Position 48 L 7. ...--....._-----------_... ..... ..._----------_.._-------------------- ------------

PFC# 189049 "Genuine with corner creases at top."

Apr 15 1857 Used, Off Cover. Well centered, with left sheet marg in. NA C-03-311
Intact perfs at left, as left selvage not removed. Position -- --- --------------....-..--..----..- ...--........._----_..._---------------------.....-- ----------------- -- ------ -

21 R 7. PFC#086489 "Genuine."
APES#03 1873 "Genuine."

May ?4 Used, Off Cover. Centered to upper left. Top perf holes NA C-03-203
intact, due to scissor separation. Position 20 R 2L -- ---------------- -- ...------_..__... ....._.... _--------------....---_.._-_....._-------------...._---_..._------------

Chase

May 6 1857 Used, Off Cover. Well centered. Not plated, but NA C-03-3 12
probably Plate 2L or 3, B relief. ------_......- ...__..._..._..._........_----------- -- ------ .._----------....... ......_..._------------------------------............- ...

"7" just Philatel ic Research Laboratories, Inc.
visible.
18
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T hree Cent Chicago Perfs
Items previously expertized as "Not genuine" or items which warrant carefulreconsideration

Date, Description, Comments Addressee Reference Number
Cancel ----------------------------------------------------------------

Expertization (if known )

Date not Used, orrCover. Centered to right , and downward, showing NA C-Q3· 90 l
visible. adjacent stamp at top. Position 98 L 7. -------------------------------------------------------------------_..... ..._-----..-------------_.....--

PFC#OI529-l "Declinc Opinion."
APES#07673 I " Altered, uscd, ...with fakc perfs add cd to resemble private
perfs, Th ese are not thc unoffici al Ch lcauo Perfs."

Jun 5 Used, OfT Cover. Centered slightly to top and to left. Trace NA C-Q3-902
of stamp at right. -------------_....._---------------------..- .....__ ...... _-_..._---------------_......_-----...---- -------- --------

PFC#090563 "Not zcnuinc"

Reference numbering system: Each sta mp is assigned a reference number in the format: C-aa-xxx
where:

C=Chicago Perforation
aa=denomination of stamp (for example: 03=3 cent stamp)
xxx=sequential reference number

-Oxx is used for unused stamps
-I xx is used for ofTcover stamps, centered to right
-2xx is used for ofTcover stamps, centered to left
-3xx is used for ofTcover stamps well centered horizontally
-5xx is for on cover stamps
-9xx is used for stamps which have been declared " not genuine."

(Should th ese 9xx opinions later be changed, the reference number will be reassigned.)
• = Recommend examination or reexamination by an expert committee
19



Unusual 19th century
U.S. Postal History Usages:

Colonial to 1875

Minnesota Territory. 1857 usage with steam
ca ncel and ca meo f or Fuller Hou se

Specific areas of strength to include:
Colonial Mail Classic RR
War of 1812 Foreign Destinations
Ship Mail Steam Markings
Unusual Rates BNA Cross Border
Unusual Stampless Ad Covers
3ct. 1851-57 Usages Other Unusual Usages

Searches for particular areas are gladly undertaken

Approvals are gladly sent to classic society members
per a toant list

Please send your requests to:

BRAD SHEFF
P.o. Box 246

Northfield, VT 05663
(802) 485-8239
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Our auctions always include
better postal history,

especially
British North America
and the United States

For a com plimentary cata logue contact:

Charles G. Rrby
AUCT IONS

669 5 Highland Road, Suite # 107
Waterford, MI 48327-1967

Telephone (810) 666-5 333 • Fax (8 10) 666-5020
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN CAMPBELL, Editor
PLATING THE OFFICIAL STAMPS
ALANC. CAMPBELL

In previou s arti cles on Dep artment al plate var ieties, our assistant section ed itor,
Lester C. Lanphear III, has been able to assign specific positions by referring to a set of
photographs of plate proof sheets. These photographs, contact prints prepared for Elliot
Perry in 1967, are full size, so it requires two prints to show the entire plate, with each
print showing the top or bottom imprint and 6 1/3 rows of stamps. The 8" x 10" negatives
are currently in the possession of our previous section ed itor, Alfred E. Staubus. The sin­
gular and frustrating absence of the 15¢ Interior plate (021) has been taken as a goo d clue
that these were photographs of the Earl of Crawford proof sheets on card, which for some
reaso n lacked this plate, as opposed to the Mandel proof sheets on India paper, which did
not.

Dr. Stanley Bierman did a thorough job of tracking the provenance of these two fa­
mous sets of sheets, of which the official stamps comprise only a portion. I Both sets were
owned by Senator Ernest R. Ackerman, Josiah K. Lill y Jr., and the Raymond H. Weill
Company. In 1972, half sheets from both sets were sold to the proof dealer Richard Taylor
and subsequently broken, while the other halves of the sheets were kept intact in the col­
lection of Stephen Bechtel, Sr. This holding was sold prior to 1990, and its whereabouts
have remained a mystery.

To our collective amaze ment and delight, the Bechtel half sheets resurfaced intact at
PACIFIC 97 in San Francisco, sumptuously bound in six morocco folios, at the booth of
Columbian Stamp Company. As word of this discovery spread across the floor, every offi­
cial specialist in attendance scurried over to take advantage of a once-in-a-lifetime oppor­
tunity to personall y examine them. To his credit, Harry Hagendorf, the president of the
firm, was magnanimous and endlessly patient in allowing us to peruse this priceless refer­
ence material, even though none of us were likely buyers as the co llection was being sold
intact. He even went so far as to provide us with an item ized breakdown of which official
plates the collection contained .

With respect to plate proofs on card, this holding consisted of top half sheets of 50 of
01-045 (less 0 21), bottom half sheets of 0 47-067 and 0 72-093, and full sheets of the
State dollar values (068-071). As the marginal inscripti ons were intact, here at last was to
be seen the elusive imprint of the American Bank Note Company on plate #4 28, the 1¢
Post Office plate recreated by American to continue printing proof sheets on card after the
original Contin ental plate #43 was damaged and could not be included in the 1881 Atlanta
trial color proofs.' Thi s was the onl y plate of U.S. official stamps prepared by the
American Bank Note Company. These proof sheets were at one time thought to have come
from the fifth printing of May, 1893,3 but the most recent scholarship attributes them to a
little known sixth printing for the Atlanta Exposition of 1895 : The co lorful "Dr." James A.

'Stanley M. Bierman, M. D., The World 's Great Stamp Collectors (S idney, Ohio: Linn 's
Stamp News, 1990), p. 231-32.

2For stamps with multiple plates, this holding included 2¢ Post Office #285, 3¢ Post Office
#141 , 6¢ Post Office #249, and 3¢ Treasury #74 (in all cases the final plate). For stamps with 200­
subject plates, the 3¢ and 6¢ Post Offices were right panes, the I¢ Treasury left , the 2¢ and 3¢
Treasury right, the 2¢ War left (plate # trimmed off), and the 3¢ War right (plate # trimmed off).

3Dr. Howard S. Friedman, "United States Plate Proofs on Ca rdboard," The Essay-Proof
Journal, No. 120 (Fall 1973), p. 161.

"Don L. Evans, The United States 1¢ Franklin 1861-67 (Sidney, Ohio : Linn 's Stamp News ,
1997), p. 79.
Chronicle 175 I August 1997 I Vol. 49, No.3 199



Petrie , who had earlier been able to acquire full proof sheets of the 1869 inverts, the State
dollar value inverts, and the 1881 Atlanta trial colors, somehow obtained them at the close
of the expositio n. Petrie 's circu lar of 1903 offering 208 proof sheets boasted that the col­
lection was complete for all U. S. stamps from 1847 to 1893, except for the I¢ 1890 and
the 15¢ Department of the Interior.' This proof sheet, however, must have been in the orig­
inal display, because when the plates were destroyed in 1897 by order of the Postmaster
General, the plate for this value was still intact." In 1905, Petrie traveled to England and
sold his proof shee ts to James Ludovic Lindsay, the 26th Earl of Crawford, along with
sheets of the 1869 and State dollar value inverts.

As for the plate proofs on India paper, this holding consisted of top half sheets of
01-013, bottom half sheets of 014-067 and 072-093, full sheets of the State dollar val­
ues 068-07 1, full sheets of 068-07 1 mounted on card, an extra sheet of 071 , as well as
half sheets and imprin t blocks of 0 68 and 071 . Although the imprint s had been trimmed
off all but the State do llar values, it was possible to determi ne the top or bottom of the
plate based on the wider selvage . Ralph Ebner from Germany, with the eagle eyes of
youth, quickly noted that in this run, the I¢ Post Office plate lacked everywhere the posi­
tion dot in the blank oval (to the left of the numeral, close to the frame) typical of every I¢
Post Office stamp printed by Continental. This half sheet, therefore, must also have come
from American Bank Note Company plate #428, which along with the deep plum shade
on the War Department (so typical of the later plate proofs on cards ) convinced us that
these proof sheets on India paper could not have been printed as a quality control measure
by Continen tal in 1873, but must have been prepared as a presentation set at American.'
This is not surprising, since the original owner of these sheets was Henry G. Mandel, a
seminal essay and proof collector, who in his position as the official counterfeit and color
expert for the American Bank Note Compa ny enjoyed a unique advantage .

It has been claimed that Mandel had his own private print ing equipment assem­
bled in his office. When in need of materia l for his own collection , he would instruct
one of his associates to bring up a particular plate from the vaults of the American
Bank Note Company to reprin t a special essay or proof. '
These very sheets are believed to be the ones loaned to John Luff while he was

preparing his magnum opus. Possibly the selvages were intact at that time, allowing Luff
to compile his listing of official plate numbers , and were later trimmed off."

Whi le not wanting to look a proverbial gift horse in the mouth, it is regrettable that
when the two sets of sheets were split, it was not deemed important to do so in a systemat­
ic way, in order to preserve for posterity a reference collection documenting every position
of every value. As it now stands, this holding contains duplication on most values, and
comp leteness only for the Interior (excepti ng the 15¢), Justice and Navy Departments, and
the Department of State dollar values. Perhaps it was hoped that for plating purposes, the
aforementioned photographs of the intact sheets would be adequate. Nevertheless, I feel

' Bierman, op. cit., p. 191.
"National Arc hive s, Report of the Committee to Oversee Destruction of the Plates and

Transfer Rolls, Augu st 7, 1897, courtesy Lester C. Lanphear III.
7In fact, most of the plate proofs on India paper in collector hand s may come from later

American printings. But at least some of the orig inal 1873 Continental proof sheets got out , as ex­
emplified by the imprint block of the IO¢ Navy without plate scratch at posit ion 3 previou sly illus­
trated here (Rollin C. Huggins, 'That Elusive Crack," Chronicle, Vol. 43, No.3 (Whole No. 155)
(August 1992), p. 206 .)

'Bierman, op. cit., p. 175.
"The fo urtee n faulty imprint and plate number bloc ks of twelve sold at auction in 1982

(Quality Auc tio ns , Ltd. , May 24-25 , 1982, lots 698-7 12) mus t not have derived from Richard
Taylor 's port ion of the sheets, since the five Agriculture values offered (2¢, 12¢-24¢) were all from
the top of the sheet.
200 Chronicle 175 I August 1997 I Vol. 49, No.3



confident that in future articles in this section, students will share the discoveri es they
were able to make in their fleeting opportunity to examine the actual proofs. I also pray
that the collection remains intact and will become available for more thorough study in the
future.

Returning to the photographs, while these are generally of exc ellent quality, the shal­
low faint lines in certain well-known double transfers and plate scratches simply cannot be
discerned, even under magnification. This limits their usefulness , so that the photographs
have been utilized mainly to verify the position of previously discovered plate varieties,
rather than as a mother source from which a theoretical master list of possible double
transfers, short transfers, foreign entries, plate scratches and layout lines could be generat­
ed. Such a listing, if it were prepared through close examination of the actual proof sheets,
could provide us all an ideal starting point in know ing what to look out for on the actual
stamps.

An example of the limitation of the photograph s is the 2¢ Executive forei gn entry of
the 6¢ Agriculture. Charles J. Phillips, studying a top half proof sheet of this value, noted
this variety at position 40, and described it as "a major re-entry/?" Soon after, in the tenth
edition of the specialized catalog (1933), a double transfer variety was listed but unpriced
for the regularly issued stamp (a l l), either by a leap of editorial logic (a plate flaw of this
type would have to occur on the issued stamps) or because someone following Phillips'
lead had reported finding a copy. Thirty years later, Admiral Combs, studying a plate proof
of this position, was able to identi fy the surplus lines for what they trul y were, an insuffi ­
ciently burnished out entry from the 6¢ Agriculture transfer roll ." In writing up this dis­
covery, he described this variety as a "double entry " and was able to identify it as position
40, either by followin g Phillips' description or by examining the actual proof sheets then
in the possession of Josiah K. Lilly, Jr. He later postul ated that this variety must exist on
the special printings, but apparently had not yet found a copy." However, by the time his
collection was sold in 1981, he had acquired one. " In the meantime, there was no change
in the catalog listing s.

Plate varieties have never been listed for proofs of the official stamps, and for the
special printings, from 1956 on the only one included was the 30¢ Tre asury (08 1S var.)
short transfer at top right , until 1992, when the 30¢ Navy (0 44S var.) double tran sfer ap­
peared , to be followed in 1995 by the 12¢ Navy (04 1S var.) and I¢ Treasury (072 var.)
double transfers and the 1O¢ State (0 61 var.) short transfer. Consult ant s to the Scott's cata­
log for some time have been urging that the 2¢ Executive forei gn entry be properl y listed ,
but the del ay cannot be attributed to a genera lized apathy tow ard s back-o f-the-book
stamps. It came as a shock to discover that for the onl y two other recorded foreign ent ries
on U. S. postage stamps, 62B var. was not described as a foreign entry until 1995, and 332
var. not until 1997! Previously, they had been inadequately listed as "double tran sfers" (al­
thou gh the underl ying 1¢ value was mentioned on 332 var.). Incidentally, according to the
defin ition of "foreign entry" which first appeared in 1996-"When original tran sfers are
erased incompletely from a plate , they can appear with new transfers of a different design
which are entered subsequently on the plate."-the famous 5¢ carm ine error-of-color (467,
485, 505 ) is not techn ically a foreign entry.

A mint copy of this variety on the issued stamp was displayed at PACIFIC 97 in the
exhibit collection of Lester C. Lanphear III, and is illustrated in Figure l. An exa mple of

"Charles J. Phillips, "U. S. Department Stamps-Plate Varieties," Collectors Club Philatelist,
Vol. 10, No. 3 (July 1931), p. 243.

IIW.y' Combs, "2¢ Executive Official: A New Double Entry," The American Philatelist, Vol.
75, No. 12 (September 1962), pp. 900-0 I.

I2W. Y. Combs, "U. S. Departmental Specimen Stamps," The American Philatelist, Vol. 78,
No. 3 (December 1964), p. 196.

"Robert A. Siegel, Sale #574, January 14, 1981, Lot # 1656.
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Figure 1. 2¢ Executive foreign entry. Position 40, courtesy of Lester C. Lanphear III.

Figure 2. 2¢ Executive with preprinting paper crease.
2 Chronicle 175 I August 1997 I Vol. 49. No.3



thi s variety on the spec ial printing was also show n by Robert L. Markovits. An additional
mint co py of the issued variety and one of the spec ial printing we re offe red for sa le at a
dealer 's booth. Since only I% of the issued stamps (9, 100) and special printings (7,43 0)
will be this varie ty, in both cases it is a very rare stam p. Now on the photograph s taken of
the Earl of Crawford proof sheet, the only portion of the forei gn entry legibl e is the diago ­
nal line through the "N" of "CENTS" ; the fine vertical lines at the top center from the
original 6¢ Agriculture entry (I mm. abo ve and 2 mm . to the right of the final 2¢ Executive
entry) simply do not show. But in examining the actua l proof shee ts on card and India pa­
per, the posit ion of this foreign entry could be readil y confirmed. This variety has now
been reported in all its possibl e manifes tations, except for the unique At lanta trial co lor
proofs which may still languish unrecogn ized in someo ne's collec tio n.

No othe r co nventiona l double transfers have been re ported on the 2¢ Executive
stamp. In Figure 2, we illustrate an unu sed 2¢ Executive with a horizontal preprinting pa­
per crease . Several vertical lines extend through the value lettering and continue on the
other side of the crease well down into the bottom margin , giving the appearance of a dou ­
ble tran sfer. But a confirmation copy has not been found, nor do the proof photographs
show anything similar, so we mu st assume that when the stamp paper buckled and creased
under the impression cylinder, thi s movem ent caused the surface ink to sme ar-indeed,
under high magnification , these surp lus lines do appea r slightly fuzzy. So all along, the 2¢
Executi ve "do uble transfe r" catalog listin g has in fact been describing the position 40 for­
eign entry. As one of only three reported foreign entries on U. S. postage stamps, it is high
time for this important varie ty to be properly described in the catalog ." D

14At least three revenue stamps are now also listed with foreig n entry varieties.
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THE FOREIGN MAIL
RICHARD F. WINTER, Editor
EARLY TRANSATLANTIC IRISH WRAPPER
RICHARD F. WINTER

Route Agent Edward Bedell of Shrewsbury, England has submitted a most interest­
ing item that has been a puzzle for many years. The cover is pictured in Figure 1. It was
posted in Dublin, Ireland on 29 March 1839 and was addre ssed to a student at Bowdoin
College , Brunswick , Maine . The postal rates on this cover made no sense to me. I had to
respond to Mr. Bedell's inquiry that I did not understand the item.

Later, Mr. Bedell wrote again and said that he feared he hadn't told me everything.
He sent along a hand drawn picture of the reverse of the cover with the notation that the
sides were open and the straight backflap had been sealed by two wax seals (see Figure 2).
I immediately recognized the features of a handmade newspaper or journal wrapper and
began to look for rate explanations of a printed matter piece. Some intriguing bits of infor­
mation developed .

The cover was addressed to "Mr. Charles Herbert, Student, Bowdoin College,
Brunswick, State of Maine , United States." : A red boxed PAID date stamp in the upper
right comer of the cover was characteri stic of the markings used in Dublin in 1839 on paid
mails. The word "PAID" in this marking appeared to be crossed through, but this was not
done in Dublin. Across the center of the cover was another red boxed marking lightly
struck. This marking , also applied at Dublin, has been reproduced in Figure 3. It was used
by Dublin to show that the mailed item was posted without an extra late fee being paid and
that it was too late for the same day despatch of the mails . The marking was intended to
show that the post office was not responsible for any resulting delays in delivery for late
posted letters. The only rate marking put on the wrapper in Dublin was the "2" in red pen
at the lower left for the payment of two pence. This was the proper rate to be paid for
newspapers to and from foreign ports by private ships or by the Government packet ves­
sels.'

It will be noted that the cover does not show a United States arrival port datestamp
nor the "Ship" marking characteristic of incoming mails by ship . At first this was puz­
zling, but reference to the postal regulations ) provided some explanations. Newspapers and
pamphlets from abroad , as distinct from letters and packets, were not mentioned in the
laws from the Act of 1825 which governed incoming ship mails. These laws were still in
effect in 1839. Masters of incoming vessels were not bound to deliver newspapers and
pamphlets to the port post office as they were for letters and packets. Therefore, newspa­
pers and pamphlets did not receive the "Ship" marking applied to letters and packets at the
time of delivery to the post office. Likewise, the circular datestamps, used on letters in the
United States to indicate the place and the date when they were forwarded in the mail,
were not required to be used on newspapers or pamphlets brought in by ship.

'According to The New England Gazetteer, published in 1841 by John Hayward of Boston,
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine was incorporated by the Massachusetts legislature in 1794.
The school was named in honor of one of the earliest and mo st di stingui shed governors of
Massachusetts , James Bowdoin of Boston. The all-male school with 165 pupils and six professors
also had a flourishing medical school attached with four professors and 70 students.

'Michel M. Raguin, British Post Office Notices 1666-1899, Volume 3, 1830-1839 (Medford,
Massachusetts: M.M. Raguin, 1990), p. 154.

)Postal Laws and Regulations of the United Stat es of Am erica 1832 & 1843 , Wierenga
Reprint, p. 48 (1832 PL&R) and p. 34 (1843 PL&R).
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Figure 1. Dublin, Ireland wrapper, 29 Ma rch 1839, to Brunswick, Maine, with Dublin PAID
datestamp, manuscript "2" and PUT IN AFTER I SIX O'CLOCK handstamp; "PAID" lined
through and " 11/l " manuscript due marking added on arrival .

Figure 2. Reverse of Dublin 29 March 1839 wrapper.
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PUT·IN·AFTER
SIX·O'CLOCK

Figure 3. Dublin PUT IN AFTER I SIX O'CLOCK handstamp.

The remaining question about this cover was the rate marking in the upper right cor­
ner in black ink. As noted earlier, the "PAID" portion of the Dublin datestamp was crossed
throu gh. The color of the ink was the same as the rate marking alongs ide to the left.
Although this hastily written postage due marking is not easi ly recog nizable, I believe it
indica ted that 11M was the postage due on this wrapper. When acce pted at the arrival post
office, the wrapper would have been marked for l 'h¢ if it contained a newspaper to be car­
ried over 100 miles and out of the state in which it was mailed: Since the wrapper was not
prepaid at the arrival port , it was not marked "PAID" and the "PAID" in the Dublin dates­
tamp was crossed through. While the arrival port is not shown, it would not be a poor as­
sumption to believe that it might have been Boston, a port which had regular communica­
tions by ship with the British Isles.

This extraordinary cover, submitted by one of our active overseas members who spe-
cializes in mails of Ireland, illustrates a very early transatlantic wrapper. 0

' Ibid., p. 36 (1832 PL&R) and p. 18 (1843 PL&R ).
1996
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor

RAYMOND W. CARLIN , Asst. Editor
ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE 173

Figures I and 2 show an 1876 uncl aimed cove r from Mex ico via Tucson to Los
Angeles franked with Mexican and U.S. stamps. Greg Sutherland advise d that Mexico had
not joined the U.P.U. until 1879. Prior to that there was a U.S.lMexico posta l convention
signed in 1862 for mail carried between these two countries by sea at a single sea rate Ch
oz.) of 7¢ plus the Mexican and U.S. inland rates . But our problem cover did not travel by
sea; rather it went by land.

Dale Pulver deciphered the difficult-to-read markings to tell us that it originated in
the Mexican state of Sonora. The oval mark ing canceling the 25 centavos Mexican stamp
is "FRANCO EN SA HUARIPA" (undated as usual) and the stamp is overpri nted "49 ",
"74", and "U RES" . He explains that these markings were applied at Mexico City and des­
ignated the co nsignment lot sent in 1874 to the major post office in Sonora, i.e., Ures.
From there the stamps were distributed to smaller Mexican post offices in Sonora, such as
Sahuaripa, an area of mining activity.

Since the letter did not travel by sea, only Mexica n and U.S. inland rates applied as
noted in the 1862 U.S.lMexico posta l conven tion. Dale believes the two 3¢ U.S. stamps
were applied by the sender. The letter was also franked with a 25 centavo Mexican stamp,
the rate for a 'h oz . letter go ing over 16 leagues (about 48 miles), and sent north to the bor­
der town of Noga les, a much shorter route than going to a Pacific port . Next , it went 60
miles nort h to Tucson, where the U.S. stamps were canceled June 16, 1876. Then over the
mount ains to Los Angeles, arriving July 10. It was advertised, and being unclaimed , was
sent to the Dead Letter Office on Aug 7, arriving Aug 22, and received the identifying
number "32 1" on the front.

The on ly rema ining question is- why was 6¢ U.S. postage paid (indicating a double
rate) on a letter with only a single rate paid in Mexico? Or was this an error on the part of
the sender?

A 5¢ U.S . stamp and a 5¢ Clipperton Island local stamp are ca nceled at San
Francisco on the Figure 3 cover to Berlin . The local also has a "W. FRESE & CO." mark­
ing.

Clipperton Island is in the Pacific Ocean, off the coas t of Mexico. Gua no was mined
there and shipped to major markets on the east coast of the U.S. It is not finally sett led, but
most responders believe that this cover was never on Clipperton Island . The shared opin­
ion is that these covers were prepared at the office of W. Frese & Co. and mailed from the
nearby San Francisco Post Office.

However, a cover doe s exist that was not thusly prepared. Figure 4 shows an enve­
lope beari ng two 5¢ and one 10¢ Clipperton Island locals, none having the "w. FRESE &
CO ." marki ng. It is the shared opinion of Kenneth Kutz, Jon Krupn ik and Scott Ga llagher
that this is a commercial letter from Clipperton Island put on board a vessel laden with
guano and headed for Panama City. There the letter was taken to the post office, a 20 cen­
tavos stamp of Columbia purchased and affixed, and canceled 3 March 1903. A contract
mail steamer took the letter north to San Francisco, arriving Marc h 18 (per backstamp).
Although the Clip perton Island locals paid no postal charge, they were affixed there.
AN SWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE 174
Figure 5 is an 1859 registered cove r from Chatham, England, to Belleville, New

Jersey, via British packet to Boston, franked with a one shilling and a six pence stamp.
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Both Jim Milgram and Greg Sutherland provided essentia lly the same answer to ex­
plain the one shilling six pence franking and the amount credited to the U.S. Jim writes:

This is a registered cover British-U.S. during the regis tration treaty period begun
in 1856. British registration was paid by the six pence stamp; the one shilling paid the
postage. The manuscr ipt (underlined) Registered marking was the origi n mark app lied
at Chatham. The "29" is probably the number. Both Registered handstamps are British
marki ngs seen on covers in transit. The black manuscrip t " 1126" is a registratio n num­
ber, probably London. There are no American registration markings on the cover.

The 1856 reciprocal treaty on registration was for each country to fix its own reg­
istration fee, one half being credited to the country to which the letter was sent. Thu s
the registry fee was six pence British, three pence (six cents) credit to the U.S. For a
letter carried by British packet , the postage credit to the U.S. was five cents. This adds
up to II cents, which is the red credit marking that was applied in manuscript, appar­
ently at Liverpoo l (? or Boston). Because the British registration fee was higher than
the American fee (5 cents), we would only credit them with 2'1> cents, but we were
credited with six cents by them.

Figure 5. Registered cover from Chatham, England to Belleville, New Jersey in 1859.

Greg adds:
- The cover was carried by Cunard steamer Canada , departing Liverpool 2 July,

arriving Boston 13 July.
- The pencil "29" may be "25", which would be an accountancy marking for the

total retained by the British (3 cents British inland, 16 cents sea, 6 cents registration ).
- Letter postage and the registration fee must be paid in full at the office of ori­

gin. Unpaid letters could not be registered.
-The articles for registration of British and U.S. mails came into operation on

May I , 1856.
The cover in Figure 6 to "Pomona, Los Ange les I California" via New York orig inat­

ed in Guayaquil, as shown by the handstamp across the flap in Figure 7. How and why did
this cover go to New York, and what postage, if any, was paid?

Ross Towle reads the country abbreviation as EE. UU. de N. A. in Spanish to be
Estados Unidos de Norte America, which is the USA.
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Figure 6. Cover from Guayaquil, Ecuador to Pomona, California via New York.

Figure 7. Backstamp of "CONSULATE DE FRANCE." on cover from Guayaquil.
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Greg Sutherland provided the only response, and that with tongue in cheek, to explain how
this cover reached its destination. He suggests that it was carried free as diplomatic mail
by a French courier to New York City. There it was delivered by the French Consulate to
the post office which sent it on to California, also as diplomatic mail exempt from postage.
The "*NEW YORK* / PAID ALL" cds was used as a convenience to indicate no postage
due. Any other ideas?
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Figures 8 and 9 show the front and back of an "ADVERTISED / JAN 28" cover to

Philadelphia from "NORTH HAVEN/ JAN / 15 / ME" and with numbers "$722" , "3", and
"1692-15" all in black on the front. Additional markings in blue are a double oval "DEAD
LETTER OFFICE / MAR / I? / P.O. DPT", a large "S", and "No 2092" . A 3¢ 1861 stamp
is canceled by a black target. The back has two bold handstamps in black "Not called for /
No such person can be found" and a "PHILADELPHIA" cds "FEB / 27 / DEAD".

Please provide explanations for the four manuscript numbers on this cover and also
the meaning of the large letter "S".

, "

.D."lrn'rT'<:'r."'"
. JAr; 2j. .

Figure 8. Obverse of "ADVERTISED" and " DEAD LETIER" to Philadelphia.

Figure 9. Reverse of letter to Philadelphia showing " Not called for" and "DEAD".
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The "T HREE CENTS" stamped envelope in Figure lO is a real puzzle submitted by
Walter Mader. It has an altered return address in Galveston, Texas and is addressed to
Mobile, Ala. But the cds on the front is "MORGAN CITY / 19 / MAR / LA.," and it has
rece ived two marks associated with international postage due , viz.; "A percevoir " and a
large double stroke "X". The reverse has only a dateless "MOBILE / ALA ." backstamp .
Where and why did this cover receive the postage due markings, or are these bogus?

. ....,
, .'.,..

\ '''':.,

rr::;::G~:'~~:l::~~~
;;:~~ _If not delivered within-10 days.
J, )-' . ::-';- •

" ;'~ " "

Figure 10. Cover to Mobile, Ala . with strange"A percevoir" and large "X"markings.

Figure 11 shows the front of a 1¢ U.S. Postal Card to which a handsome lion has
been glued to the back, Figure 12. The card was sent from Stamford, Conn. to New York
City in 1905. It received a black "Due 4" and two 2¢ postage due stamps. Please explain
why the amount of 4¢ due was collected.

*******
Please send your answers to these problem covers, and any further discussion of pre­

vious answers to other prob lem covers , within two weeks of receiving your Chronicle . We
can receive mai l at P.O. Box 42253 , Cincinnati, Ohio 45242, as well as by fax at (5 13)
563-6287.

We need some new examples of problem covers for The Cover Corner. Please submit
a glossy black and white photograph of each cover, including the reverse if it has
significant markings. It is also important to identify the color of markings on covers sub­
mitted. Thanks . 0

- Ray Carlin
- Scott Gallag her
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Figure 11. U.S. Postal Card to New York with " Due 4".

Figure 12. Lion glued to back of Postal Card (Figure 11).
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