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US no . 22 , used.
Scott $375

realized $1.265

U S no. 96. o.g.• l.h ..
Scott 51.750

realized 54,025

US no. 63b. o.g.• I.h .•
Scott S450

realized S I,H40

U S no. 315
Scbenuack Private Vendin g
Machin e Coil type II. o.g.,

Sco tt 53,500. realized S10.350

US no. 67. used,
Scott 660

realized S1.725

US no F I , n.h ,
Scott 5110

realized 552

Other Realizations Include:
U S no. 136 l.h . realized $1,150, US no . 154 used realized $552, U S no. 211D
ex. Lilly realized $ 13,800, U S no. 233a n.h . fine realized S15,525, U S no. 239
block of eight, dist. O G rea lized $2,415, U S no. 245 l.h . realized $5,175, U S
no. 437 plate block l.h. realized S1,800, U S no. 480 plate block n.h . realized

$5,750, US no. 20 on cover to Italy realized $978
PLU S stro ng prices for addi tion al U S classic stamps and postal histor y, as

we ll as int act US and Wo rldwi de collections and accumulations.

You have spe nt considerable financial resources building your collection . W hen you have decided to sell
your hold ings, please allow us to present your stamps and postal history in one of our magnificen t and

xtremely attrac tive auction catalogues . We offer reason able com missions and provide pro mpt settleme nt 35 days
after the auction. For inquiries,please call Brian Bleckwen n or And y Kup ersmit.

Spink America 55 East 59th St. , 4th Floor, NY , NY 10022 tel : 212 546 1087 fax: 212 750 587 4
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U.S. CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS
STEVEN M . ROTH, Editor
THE UNPAID 1¢ CARRIER COLLECTION FEE OF 1860:
ITS ORIGIN AND THE ANOMALY

STEVEN M . ROTH

Beg in ning so me time in A ugust 1860 and co nt inuing into October or No vember
1860, in the citi es of Boston , New York and Philadelphia, the sender of a letter to another
post office co uld drop the letter into a lamp post box or hand it to the carrier for delivery to
the post office for further, subsequent tran smittal to another post office. Th is could occ ur
eve n though the sende r had not prepaid the I¢ coll ection fee "to the mai ls." '

At first blush this practice would not see m to be unu sual. Afte r all, the custo m of the
post offic e in man y c ities (particularly in Philad elphia ) to permit letters to be co llecte d by
letter carriers and the n taken to the post office with or without charge generally refle cted
the state of competitio n at any given time between the government carriers and the local ,
priva te posts. Thus, for example, in Philadelphia in 1856 and 1857, when the co mpetition
be tween the Philadelphia Post Office and Blood 's Penny Post was fierce, Philadelphia let­
ter carriers collected letters from lamp post boxes or e lsewhere and took them to the post
office free from any charge.

Th e gove rnment's strategy of co nfronting private ent erprise by imposin g or abo lish­
ing the co llec tion fee , dep ending on the ebb or flow of private competition, end ed offici al­
ly on Ju ne 30,1 860 when the relevant portion (Section 2) of the Act of June IS, 1860 be­
ca me effective .' Thi s section of the statute pro vided , amo ng other things, that,

.. .the charge for the delivery of letters by carriers
shall be not exceeding one cent each... .

Taken at face value, thi s language see ms merely to address the upp er limit of how
much the carrier department would be permitted to charge for the delivery (i.e.. the co llec ­
tion to a post office or the delivery from a post office ) of a letter. The language itself does
not offer any indication whether (i) a carrier fee was required to be charged ; or, (ii ) how
much the fee should be if it were charged; or, (iii ) if the fee were charged, whether the fee
would have to be prepaid; or, (iv) what the post office should do if a required fee was not
pre pai d. In practice, however, this scant language was interpreted to mean that a carrier fee
of I¢ was required for all letters taken to or bro ught from the post office, and that this fee
had to be prepaid usin g a I¢ stamp.

The Requirement for Prepayment of the Carr ier Fee
Becau se the pos t office had implem ented a mand ator y scheme of prep aym en t of

postage in 1855 (prepayment by cas h or by stamps) and had refined this requiremen t as of

'Several writers already have described this practice in print. In each case, however, they
merely have described the practice and have shown some "Due I Cent" or similar covers. None has
examined either the origin of the practice or the anomalies inherent in the practice. Hence, this re­
port. See Maurice C. Blake and Wilbur W. Davis, Boston Postmark s to 1890 (Lawrence, Mass.:
Quarterman Publications, Inc., 1974), p.ll l ; John Kohlhepp, "The Carrier Service: Final Years of
the Fee-Based System," Chronicle 112 (Nov.1981), pp. 246, 249; Norman Shachat,"Handling the
Unpaid Carrier Fee at Philadelphia 1860," La Posta. December 1984 (#6), pp.38ff. ; Tracy W.
Simpson, "Collection of Unpaid U.S. Pick-Up Carrier Fee," Chronicle 67 (August 1970), p. Ill ;
[Thomas J. Alexander], "More on Unpaid U.S. Pickup Carrier Fee," Chroni cle 68 (November
1970), p.IS7.

2Most writers state that this Section of the Act became effective on July I. This is incorrect.
The language of the statute makes it clear that Section 2 became effective ".. .from and after the thir­
tieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty.. ." As I will show conclusively in an article soon to be
published in the Chronicle. this language is not subject to any other interpretation.
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January I, 1856 (prepayment by stamps on ly), one might reasonably assume that the carri­
er fee, too , had to be prep aid beginn ing in Apri l 1855. Such a conclusio n, however, wou ld
ignore (i) that carrier fees were no t always req uired after April I , 1855, and (ii) the differ­
ence bet ween postage which was req uired to be paid for letter carriage between post of­
fices (a nd which was accounted for by the local post office to the Departmen t in
Washin gton ), and the fee pa id to the local carrier departmen t for the rendering of a special
service, wh ich was paid into the local carriers ' fund.

The req uirement for prepayment first impo sed by the Act of March 3, 1855 (effec­
tive April I , 1855) which permitted prepayment in cash or by stamps or stamped enve lope,
and the portion of that statute wh ich mandated prep aym ent by stamps or stamped envelope
only (effect ive Jan uary I, 1856), re lated to the prep aymen t of postage; ' it did not address
the prepayment of fee s for carrier service.

No twithstanding the c lear di stinction bet ween a fee for se rvice and a cha rge for
postage, and wit ho ut regard to the unambiguous language of the Act of March 3, 1855, the
Postm aster General issued ambiguous Instructions to Postmasters' whic h would give rise
to the practice in 1860 of requiring the prepayment of carrier fee s after the passage of the
Act of April 15, 1860. Thus, the 1855 Instru ct ions provide d,

2d. That from and after April 1st, 1855, pre-payment, either by stamps, stamped
envelopes or in money, is compulsory.

3d. That from and after January 1st, 1856, all letters between places in the United
States must be pre-paid, either by postage stamps, or stamped envelopes.
Unfortunately, the Instructions failed to delineate "prepaymen t of... " what ?
W hen the 1860 Ac t becam e law, prepayment of the carrier fee was assumed. Thus , in

Phi ladelph ia on October 19, 1860, the following NOTICE (in part) appeared in the Public
Ledger:

The following are the legal rates for the collection and delivery of
letters.

ONE CENT (Prepaid) by stamp for the collection of lellers from the
mails, sub post offices, lamp posts and other boxes . . . .

This was followed on November 8 by the following not ice:
MAILED LETTERS. We call the attention of parties mailing letters in

the United States letter boxes to the necessity of prepaying the
carriers [sic.) fee for collection by placing a one cent stamp in

addition to the regular postage. Much trouble, delay and expense
will be saved.

That it became accepted wisdom that carrier fees had to be prepaid beginning
June 30, 1860, and th at thi s requirement was beli eved to have originated in the Act of
Jul y 2, 1836 and was implici tly cont inued in the 1855 req uire ment for the prepayment
of postage, is reve al ed by th e fo llowi ng excerpt from the Annual Rep ort of th e
Postmaster Genera l for 1860:

After the [A)ct of March 3, 1855, making prepayment compulsory, had gone into
operation, it was found that large numbers of unpaid letters continued to be posted.
Supposing that this was the result of a lack of knowledge, on the part of the public, of
the requirements of the new law, the departmen t directed that in all such cases the par­
ties addressed should be advised by the postmasters that such letters had been deposit­
ed for transmission, and would be forwarded on receipt of the postage. This practice

"The statute begins by citing the rates of postage for single letters carried both under and over
3,000 miles. The Act then goes on to say, " .. .and upon all letters passing through or in the mail of
the United States,... the postage as above specified shall be prepaid. .."[Emphasis added). The Act
does not reference the prepayment of carrier fees although it specifically requires the prepayment of
the fee for the registration of letters [Section 3).

'New Postage Act./I nstructions to Postmasters, Paragraphs 2d and 3d.
'Sic. The date of the Act actually is July 2, 1836.
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has been continued for more than five years , but the evi l which it was established to
correct, still continues . Th e fact that the postal laws exact the prepaym ent of all do­
mestic letters is cer tainly as notorious as any govern ment regulation can possibly be
mad e, and yet these letters not only cont inue to be lodged unpaid in the different post
offices, but at several points they have of late been on the increase... . [Emph asis added]

The same indisposition to obey the postal laws has been manifested by the non­
payment of the carrier's fees on letters co llected from the boxes for the mails in those
cities in which this feature of the penny post has been introduced. The [A]ct of July 3,
1836 5 is imperat ive in requiring the prepayment of this fee,' and concurring, as I do,
fully in its policy, I have not felt ju stified in suspending or in any degree modifying its
ope ration. As, however, the date of its enforcement is so recent, it has been deemed ad­
visable to pursue for a limited period the course already ment ioned as having been
ado pted in reference to another class of letters, after the passage of the [A]ct of March
3, 1855. The letters are now retained for the payment of the carrier's fee, and the parties
add ressed are notified in order, if they choose to do so, they may make the payment,
which should have been made by the writers.
The Report goes on to state that the practice of imposing the unpaid collection fee

upon the addressee met with much animosity from the paying recipients. It was about this
time (December 1860}, therefore , that such unpaid letters ceased being forwarded auto­
maticall y. Instead , letters without the collection fee prepa id were detain ed until the ad­
dressee (as under the old pract ice) sent the postage to the post office after notification. If
the fee was not sent by the addressee, such letters were sent to the Dead Letter Office.'

Statement of the Anomaly
Th e deputy postm aster s-probably for the reas ons explained above-in Boston ,

New York and Philad elphia began in August 1860 to process and send along to other post
offices letters received by them from carriers for which the I¢ collection ("to the mails")
fee had not been prepaid.' This practice gave rise to the anomaly in which (i) the recipient

'The PMG was correct that the Act of 1836 mandated prepayment of the collection fee for let­
ters given to the carrier by the mailer. Th is obviously begged two question s: (i) was prepayment re­
quired for letters placed in a letter box by the sender (i.e., not given directly to the letter carrier) for
collection and delivery to the post office; and , (ii) was a collection fee even mand atory after 1836, or
could it be waived or abrogated by the deput y postmaster in order to compete with local posts? The
PMG see ms to assume in his Report to Congress that the 1836 law applied to the situation where the
letter was placed in a letter box and when the letter was directly given to the carrier. Question " (i i )"
was not addressed by the PMG . Interestingly, the Regulations promulgated by the PMG to guide
deput y postma sters with respect to the Act of 1836 was altogether silent on the question of prepay­
ment.

7At some point the practice changed so that letters with unpaid carri er 's fees were sent to the
Dead Letter Office without any noti fication and opportunity to pay having been given to the ad­
dressee. It was hoped that such a drastic practice would inspire the prep ayment of the fee in compli­
ance with the law. Such hope, however, was naive. In his Annual Report for 1861, the Postma ster
General states that there were still at least 10,000 such letters bein g sent each month to the Dead
Letter Office-thus over-burdening that Office-so that the prior practice of notifying the addressee
and giving him an opportunity to pay the collection fee had been reinstated . Op. cit, p.576.

"This practice should not be confused with the subject matter of the long-ru nning public de­
bate between Stanley Ashbro ok and Elliott Perry known in philatelic circles as the " I¢ plus 3¢ plus
I¢" controversy. The question there was whethe r a person in one city could prepay the delivery fee
from the post office in another city. The matter was not sett led dur ing the lifetimes of Perry and
Ashbrook, but was eventually concluded by Richard Graham by his publ ication in the Chronicle of
a Post Office Department Notice which resolved the controversy in favor of the position advocated
by Perry. Rich ard B. Grah am, " 1860- 1863. Three Cents Plus One Cent Plus One Cent ," Chronicle
143 (Aug.1989), pp. 182-84.
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of the letter would not rece ive any carrier serv ice, but was required to pay the I¢ carrier
collection fee for the service which had been rendered to the writer in Boston or New York
or Philadelphia, and (ii) the Carrier Department of the post office (Boston or New York or
Philadelphia) which actually rendered the collection ("to the mails") serv ice did not re­
ceive the fee for the service, while the addressee's post office (which might or might not
have had a carrier department, but which certainly had not performed any service), would
receive the 1¢ fee . No wonder, as expressed by the Postmaster General in his Annual
Report for 1860, the practice met with such animosity from the paying [receiving] public.

The Postmaster General , as we have seen, pro hibited the practice sometime in
October or November 1860, after which, for a time , letters with unpaid carrier fees were
marked "Held for Postage." The addressee was then notified. If he sent the fee to the
deputy po st master of the office ho lding th e lett er, the letter then wa s forw arded .
Otherwise, the letter was sent on to the Dead Letter Office. 0
PUBLICATION OF THE PERRYIHALL INDEPENDENT MAIL
COMPANIES MANUSCRIPT

The United States Philatelic Classics Society and the Carriers & Locals Society have
joined together to publi sh the Elliott Perry/Arthur Hall manuscript describ ing the history,
operations and stamps of the severa l companies which carried letters between the post of­
fices of di ffe ren t cities in defiance of th e govern me nt in th e I 840 s. T his
manuscript-which is in very, very rough form, with badly faded or with missing pho­
tographs-has bee n bouncing aro und the philatelic community (among Robson Lowe,
Robert Kaufmann, Richard Frajo la and John Reznikoff, from time-to-time) for more than
one-half century. Parts of the manu script relati ng to the forgeries of the stamps of the
Independent Mail Company have been the subject of many report s by Richard Schwartz in
The Penny Post.

Through the generosity of The Philatelic Foundation and that of the manu script 's
most rece nt owner, John M. Reznikoff (University Stamp Co., Inc.), the Carriers & Local s
Society has obtained title to the peripatetic manuscript. Furthermore, the Carri ers & Locals
Society has entered into a joint pub lishing agreement with the Classics Society.

Under the publishing arrangement, the Carriers & Loca ls Society is respon sible for
edit ing, rewriting and updating the Perry/H all manuscript; the Classics Society will be re­
sponsible for publi shing, distributing and selling the book.

Work on the project is well underway. Charles Peterson is the project's Senior Editor.
Each chapter has been assigned to a volunteer chapter editor who will edit, rewrite and up­
date his portion of the manuscript.

We will keep you informed of our pro gress. For more information , co ntact this
Section 's Editor [(202) 293-68 13) or smroth@w izard.net]. D
• MYl AR'" IS A TRADE ~ A M E Of DUPO~ T

u~)YI1@I]1 For PHILATELISTS, NUM ISMATISTS, EPHE ME RIST S,
~l] ARCHIVISTS, COLLECTORS AND SAVERS.

PROT ECTIVE POU CHE S • t dimensionally stable
The clear, ~trong, Inet'r :'Mylar"* Type D only!
·1 use IS DuPon sfI m we • Pouches for Philatelic covers.

~ (610) 459-3099 • Pouches for page & document protection.
FAX (610) 459-3867 • "TUCK'ST'S", Pouches and Sleeves for cover

Taylor Made Company mounting on pages without adhesives.
P.O. Box 406 • Folders and Pouches fordocument preservation.
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M ATTHEW BENNETT~ INC.
Serving the P hilatelic World for 50 Years

MAT TH I W BENNITT, INC .

AN O PEN I N VI T A TI O N

ou are cordia lly invited to help us celebrate

our 50 years in the philatelic industry.

Our gala 50t h ann iversary auction promises to be

a very special sale with a wide array of classic U.S. and possessions

includ ing Hawaii and Canal Zone, u.s. Postal history, includ ing

Inland waterways and Co nfede rate Postal History

as well as numerous other in-depth areas of philately.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Dat e: November 15,1 998

Place: Four Seaso ns Hotel

57 E. 57th si.

New York, N.V. 10022

Time : 3:00 p.m.

#2 Ex Ferrary
Cal. Value 525,000

Calalogs will be available 011 October 15, 1998. For lllelllbers of
tlte US P.C. S., tlte 510.00 cella logfee will be waived.

60 I Washin gton Are lwe The Pe nthouse, Suite 4 0 I Baltimore. MJ) 21 204

(4 10) R23 .3714 (ROO) 638.4 223 f iL\' (4 lO) 32 1.574 7

E-MAIL: i.![o@benneustalllps.colll

l 'm/i,.I., ioo,,1 l'hilatelists Licensed Auctioneers Mell/her: AS lh\, AI'S
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Looking for a professional
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Glad to meet you.
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When you want
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what they do , because

their enthusiasm and

experience will work for you.

Sure, there are stamp

firms who can do the job by

the book. But the philatelists at

Siegel have something the other

guys don't.

Passion.

premier stamp
auctioneers , we would

probably be America 's premier

stamp collectors.
, Each auction is like our

own collection. We hunt for

the best material. We carefully

present it in one of our award­

winning catalogues. And when

it's done , we get to start again!

Our clients sometimes

wonder why we get so excited

about a superb stamp, a rare

cancellation, or an unusual

cover.
The answer? We

love stamps.
In fact , if we

weren 't America 's

~ltt~
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

For inform ation about our auctions or to request a copy of
the next sale catalogue and newsletter , please write to:

Robert A, Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. (Dept. CS)
65 East 55th Street, New York, NY 10022.

Telephone (212) 753-6421. Fax (212) 753-6429.

, .
For on-line catalogues and prb ate tr eat)' offerings, please visit our website:

http://SiegeIAuctions.com/home.htm .
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THE 1847 PERIOD
WADE E. SAADI, Editor
RED BROWN OR ORANGE BROWN?
PHILIP T. WALL

In the Robert A. Siege l sa le held May 18-19 , 1977 (Siege l Sa le # 5 12), lot II was de­
scri bed as follows:

5¢ orange brown (I b) ample to large margins showing bit of next stamp at top,
marvelous color and impression, neat red grid cancel, very tine (catalog) 250.00

This stamp sol d $475/625 to order and is show n in Figure I.
In the sale held by the Siegel firm December 12-14, 1995 (Siegel Sale #77 1), lot 149

was described as foll ows:

5¢ red brown ( I) full to large margins, bright appealing shade, red grid, very tine
(catalog) 425.00

This stamp sold $325/525 to the telephone and is shown in Figure 2.

Fig. 1 Fig. 2

Wh en the stamp in Figure I is compared with the stamp in Figure 2 as to (I ) mar­
gins , (2) size, type and placement of cancellation and (3) apparent similarity of impres­
sion, I think it is logical to conclude that the stamps depicted abo ve are one and the same .

While I do not think that all remaining 5¢ 1847 stamps are the same color tod ay that
the y were when issued 150 years ago , I doubt that the stamp in question has changed from
an orange brown in 1977 to a red brown in 1995. Since the describers at the Siegel auction
hou se were con sidered to be among the best in the business in both 1977 and 1995, why is
this stamp described as orange brown in the earlier sale and as red brown in the more re­
cent sale?

Many years ago Dr. W. F. Amonette expl ained to me that in classifying 5¢ 1847
stamps by colors, I should alw ays cover up those portion s of the stamp that are canceled in
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colors other than black and examine only the uncanceled parts of the stamp. Dr. Amonette
told me that your eyes will often times play tricks on you if you attempt to assign a color
to a used No. 1 while looking at the entire stamp.

Prior to the 1995 Siege l sale I examined lot 149. When I looked at the entire stamp ,
which has an ora ngish red gr id ca nce l, the stamp appeared to be an orange brown.
However when I covered up the orangish red grid cancel I realized that what I originally
thought was an orange tint was in fact red and that the true color of the stamp was red
brown.

In my opinion, the auction describer in 1977 assigned an orange brown color to the
stamp without coveri ng up the orangish red grid cancel, wherea s in 1995 the describer
covered the cancellation and correctly described the stamp as red brown. Dr. Amonette has
examined the stamp on two occasio ns, several years apart, and both times has found it to
be red brown.

After the 1995 auctio n the stamp was submitted to one of our leading expertis ing
committees for an opinion as to the color of the stamp. That committee was of the opinion
the stamp is orange brown.

In summary, Dr. Amo nette, the 1995 Siege l describer and myself consider the stamp
to be red brow n whereas the 1977 Siege l describer and the expert committee are of the
opinion the same stamp is orange brown.

The 5¢ 1847 color problem is not limited to the red brown/orange brown issue. For
those Route Agents who receive the Robert A. Siegel auction cata logs, I call to their atten­
tion lot 15 in the Siegel sale , held March 18, 1998 (Siegel Sale #798). This stamp is illus­
trated in an enlarged color photo. It has not one, but three certificates-two call it the dark
brown shade, and one calls it brown. The Siegel describer considered the stamp to be gray­
ish brown in the recent sale , as did the describer in the Siegel sale held March 22-23, 1995
(Siegel 765) when the same stamp was lot #35. I have never examined this right sheet mar­
gin stamp, but based on colored photos in the two recent Siege l sales I am of the opinion
this stamp is grayish brown.

These are but two examples of the perplexing prob lem in assigning correc t colors to
5¢ 1847 stamps. I invite interested Route Agents to present solutions to help resolve this
problem. 0
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
HUBERT C. SKINNER , Editor
THE UNITED STATES-BRITISH NORTH AMERICA
CROSS-BORDER MAILS: THEIR UNIQUE ASPECTS, PECULIARITIES AND

MARKINGS, INCLUDING CANCELS DESIGNED TO KILL POSTMARKS
HUBERT C. SKINNER

I. T he Cr oss-Bor der Mails

Introduction
In the early decades of the nineteenth cen tury, letters between the United States and

British Nort h Amer ica were rated according to the distance from the point of origin to the
com mon border between the cou ntries and from this border to the destination, based on
the do mestic rates in each country . These charges were calculated separa tely and could not
be combined, thus giving rise to the phrase "to the Lines" I (see Figure 1) which was used
to describe the charges until 6 April 1851 when the uniform combined rate was adopted.
The Canadian postage was computed in Sterlin g until 1859 when the decimal system final­
ly repl aced pounds, shillings and pence for computing postage charges. Thu s, for the first
half of the nineteenth century, "c ross-border" covers bear markings in Ster ling for the
Canadian portion of the postage and in cents for the United States portion.

Since many of the most interesting and intriguing aspects of the Cross-Border Mails
were introduced or were preva lent during the 1850s, these mails are especially relevant to
the 1851-186 1 period. The uniform combined rate began 6 Apri l 185 1 and this is a pivotal
date in the history of the Cross-Border Mai ls. This watershed is less than three months be­
fore the reduction in rates on I July 185 1 (in the United States) marked the onset of many
changes and experimental innova tions in the handl ing of mai ls (see Chronicle 167: 177­
178; 168:241-245; 169:27-28; and 170:85- 88) . Perhaps the most exci ting and innovative
face t of the mark ings used on the Cross -Border Mails is th e des ig n and use of
cancellations unequivocally intended to obliterate postmarks alone-not adhesive postage
stam ps . It is believed that no descriptive or definitive art icle on cancels designed to kill
postmarks has been published previously, though a few brief com ments en passan t have
been noted (e.g., Chronicle 167: 171). Clearly, this face t dem onstrate s the necessity of
avoiding the careless and unacceptable use by many collec tors of "cance llation" as a term
for "postmark" and to restrict its use to true obliterations.

The First Postal Convention of 1792 and Rates of Postage
On I June 1792, the first postal convention between Ca nada and the United States

was adopted. Under the prov isions of this agreement, letters from Canada had to be pre­
paid "to the lines" and the United States postage could be prepa id in Canada or collected
upon delivery in the United States. Letters from the United States could be sent prepaid
"to the Lines," or entirely unpaid with the Canadian Post Office acting as agent for the
United States to co llect the postage (with a commiss ion of 20% on the amounts collected).
Curious ly, the United States offices were not allowed to act as agents for the Canadian
Post Office; thus, the sender in Canada was required to pay the Ca nadian portion of the
postage on both the outgoi ng and the incoming letters. This inequitable arrangement con­
tinued until 16 Nove mber 1847, when the deputy Postmaster General of Ca nada ordered it
stopped. After this date, the postage had to be prepaid "to the Lines" both from the United
States to Canada and from Ca nada to the Uni ted States.

'Note that "Lines" is capitalized (seemingly uniform ly), thoug h the "paid" as in "paid to the
Lines" genera lly is not. Refer to the printed advertisement in Figure 1 and the manuscript endorse­
ments in Figures 2 and 3.
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Figure 1. Post Office Notice of 1846 concerning letters to the United States (reproduced
from Winthrop S. Boggs, 1945, Vol. 1:44)
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Figure 2. A folded letter from the Merritt correspondence endorsed at the upper left
"paid to the Lines" in manuscript. It was mailed on "MAR 8 [1849]" from New York City
to St. Catharines, Canada West and exchanged at "OUEENSTON, U .C." on "MAR
10/1849" where the manuscript rate "4'/2' pence [due] for the Canadian portion of the
postage was applied. The United States postage, 10¢. was prepaid by a horizontal pair of
the 5¢ 1847s and canceled in red with the 13-bar square grid of NYC. Note that the adhe­
sive stamps were separated by tearing from a pre-cut horizontal strip. [The postal clerk
did not take care to preserve the margins for future collectors.]

Figure 3. Another folded letter from the Merritt correspondence similarly endorsed "paid
to the Lines" and forming a matched pair with the one above. It was mailed at NYC on
"SEP 14 [1849]" and exchanged at Oueenston on "SEP 16/1850" en route to St.
Catharines; again, the Canadian postage was "4'/2' pence due. The United States
postage, 10¢. was prepaid by the 10¢ 1847 adhesive which was fully separated on all
sides by scissors, leaving full to wide margins all around [thus quite acceptable to mod­
ern collectors]; again, the cancellation is the NYC square grid struck in red.
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From I Jun e 1792 to 6 April 1851, the rates in Canada for single letters were:
up to 60 miles 4d Sterl ing

6 1 to 100 miles 6d Ster ling
101 to 200 miles 8d Sterl ing
201 to 300 miles IOd Sterlin g
each addit ional 100 miles 2d Sterling adde d

Further, some early Canadian letters were rated in Currency, but the ra te of exchange
between Currency and Sterling varied over the yea rs. During the I840s and 1850s, the ex­
change was:

4d Ste rling = 4 1hd Currency
8d Sterling = 9d Currency

10d Sterling = I I 'hd Currency

Prepaid letters generally were marked in Sterling, but co mmon ly amounts due were
marked in Currency. For additional informatio n on the postage rates and distances in
Ca nada and the reg ulatio ns covering the Cross-Border Mails, the reader may co nsul t
Boggs (1945), McD onald ( 1970, 197 1), McDonald in Alexander (1979) and Lowe (Vol. V,
1973).

General Notes and Historical Information
In 1791, the country was divided into Upper Canada (U.c.), now Ontar io, and Lowe r

Canada (L.c.), now Quebec; there were 11 post offices. The two provincial gove rnme nts
became one in 1840, but the two Ca nadas were renamed Canada East (C.E.) and Ca nada
West (C.w.) , by which desig nations they were know n from 1841 to 1867; postmarks and
addresses generally show these initia ls. By 1840, there were abo ut 400 post offices.

Effective 5 January 1844 in Canada and on 3 March 1845 in the United States, the
basis for rating letters was changed from the number of sheets to weig ht alone (sing le let­
ter, ']: ounce) , but the use of distance for computing charges was continued . Between these
two dates, rates in Ca nada were charged by weig ht (per 'h ounce), but those in the U.S.
were calculated per sheet. Though dollars and cents were declared legal tender along with
pounds, shillings and pence by the Act of 1853, the Sterling basis for computing postage
cha rges conti nued until 1 July 1859 and postal rate markings in Sterling can be found on
letters as late as June 1862.

On 1 July 1847, the first genera l issue adhesives were placed in use in the United
States (see Figures 2 and 3) and on 23 April 1851, the 3c Canadian "Beaver" stamp ap­
peared (see Figure 4) . As the Montreal Postmaster had requ ested a supply of postage
stamps from the New York Postm aster in a letter dated 19 Nove mber 1847 , from late 1847
the U.S. Postage could be prepaid (fro m Montreal) by adhes ives, and from late April 1851
the entire postage (to New York) cou ld be prepaid by adhesive stamps from both countries
used in combination (two covers know n, dated 19 May 1851 and 8 Jun e 1851). As the
1847 stamps were demonetized on I Ju ly 1851 , a window of only 69 days (23 April 1851
to 30 June 1851) was available for combinat ion use of the first Canadian and the first
United States adhes ives (see Chronicle 167: 177 ; 169:27; and 170:88).

The very early mails were carried by cou riers using saddle horses or canoes . During
the period 1799 to 1816, stage coaches gradually took the place of courie rs on all of the
principal routes. Stea mboa ts carryi ng mail ran between Quebec and Montreal on the St.
Lawrence River as early as 1809, and from 1817 on Lake Ontario. Though the first steam
railroad made its initial run in 1836, it was not until 1853, when the Grand Trun k Railway,
the Great Western Railroad and the Northern Railway began operations , that mail transport
by rail became fully practical (Figure 5). By 1857, these lines were in full operation in the
Canadas and by 1860, all the larger towns received their mail by rail (Robson Lowe, Vol.
V, 1973, p. 76).
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Figure 4. A folded letter mailed at "MONTREAl/L.C." on "DE 16/1852," with the double
through rate of 12 pence prepaid by four Canadian " Beavers." It was forwarded to New
York City in a closed mail bag where it was delivered to the banking house, O.S.
Kennedy. The origin marking " CANADA" in arc and the "PAID" in arc were applied in
NYC. This uniform combined paid through rate became effective on 6 April 1851 [six
pence Canadian = 10C U.S., per ' /2 ounce]. Ex Alfred F. lichtenstein - louise Boyd Dale .

Figure 5. Markings of the Grand Trunk Railway (1855) and the Great Western Railroad
(1857). Reproduced from Robson lowe (Vol. V, 1973, p. 76).
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Cross-Border Exchange Markings
On 6 April 1851 , a new postal agreement between the United States and Canada for

the exchange of mails became effecti ve and later similar agreements with New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia were completed. On this date (6 April 1851) partial payment effecti vely
ended, and the use of "paid to the Lines" endorsements became obsolete. Exchange offices
were establi shed along the common border between the two countries and these offices
were to mark and exchange the cross -border mails. Each country was to mark the name of
the country of origin on letters exchanged, and a combined uniform rate of six pence
Canadian or 10¢ United States was adopted per liz-ounce letter (except for the California
and Oregon mail s, for which the rate s were nine pence or 15¢). Th e prepayment of
postage and the use of postage stamps was optional; part payment was not allowed.

In 1851-1852, 26 United States exchange offices were established , as listed below,
with the corresponding BNA exchange office indicated to the right:

United States Canada
Black Rock, New York Waterloo, c.w.
Burlington, Vermont St. John 's, C.E.
Calais, Maine St. Stephen's, N.B.
Cape Vincent, New York Kingston , c.w.
Derby Line , Vermont Stanstead, C.E.
Detroit, Michigan Windsor, c.w.
Fort Covington, New York Dundee, C.E .
Houlton, Maine Woodstock, N.B .
Lewiston , New York Queenston , C.W.
Morri stown, New York Brockville , c.w.
Ogdensburgh , New York Prescott , c.w.
Plattsburgh, New York St. John 's, CE.
Port Huron , Michigan Port Sarnia, c.w.
Robbin ston , Maine St. Andrews, N.B.
Rouse 's Point , New York St. John 's, C.E.
Sault de Ste. Marie, Michigan Sault de Ste. Marie , C.W.

[also rendered as Sault St. Mary]
Swanton, Vermont Phillip sburgh , C.E .
Whitehall, New York St. John 's, C.E .
Youngstown, New York Niagara, C.W.

[by Lake Steamer during the summer]
Oswego, New York Kingston, C.W.
Roche ster, New York Cobourg, C.W.
Sackett's Harbor, New York Kingston , C.W.

[through-mail s in closed bags]
Alban y, Buffalo , New York City, Boston [see below]

Through-mails in closed mail bags were exchanged between Alban y, Buffalo , New
York City and Boston in the United States and Toronto , Kingston and Montreal in Canada
(see Figure 4); and between Buffalo, New York, and exchange offices at Hamilton and
Queenston, C.W.

During the later 1850s, additional exchange offices were designated and some were
changed. By 1857,45 United States offices were functioning. Some of these offices pro­
cessed very little mail, and marking s from such exchange points are scarce or not record­
ed. A typical cross-border cover will bear the postmark of the town of origin , the required
exchange markin g (country of origin, either "CANADA" or "U.STATES" ; see Figures 4
and 6), th e app ropri at e ra te markin gs for the Canadian and Un it ed States ve r-
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sions of the postage (single, 6d = 10¢), a "PAID" marking (if prepaid), and the postmarks
for the receiving exchange office (omitted on some letters) and the destination. The reade r
is referred to "Mails to Briti sh North America" (McDonald in Alexander, 1979, pp. 308­
320) and to the American Stampless Cover Catalog (Vol. II, 1987, pp. 283-285) for list­
ings of the United States and BNA exchange markings applied to cross-border covers.

U.STATES

Figure 6. Examples of the country of origin markings used at cross-border exchange of­
fices. The "CANADA" in framed arc was supplied by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson and
was used at New York City (from April 1851); a similar "U~ STATES" [1851] and a
"UD.STATES" [1853] both in framed arcs were used at Buffalo, New York; the single line
"U.STATES" was used at Buffalo in 1859.
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S.C.R.A.P.
MICHAEL J. BROWN. Editor
The Ame rican Civil War was the watershed historical event of the mid-19th Century
for the United State s. As such, a particular fascination amo ng many Ame ricans with all
things dea ling with that war is not unexpected, and that pertains to postal history collectors,
also. With this issue, we show an unusual , spurious crossover cover-one that appeals to
man y facet s of postal history collecting, including, but not limited to, collectors of such di­
verse fields as the U.S. 3¢ stamp of the 1857-6 1 issue , the patriotic cac hets of both sides of
the Civil War, and Civi l War postal history. As with most postal history fakery, its existence
is a reflection of demand within the collecting community. Beautiful covers such as this
one, if genuine, would command a high premium, and were it still on the market could fool
many. Tony L. Crumbley analyzed and wrote the original monograph from which the fol­
lowing piece was taken , and Peter W.W. Powell performed the original review.

3¢ 1857-61 ON CSA PATRIOTIC "STARS & BARS FLAG" COVER
IS.C.R.A.P. Number 86-049-08}

DESCRIPTION: Figure I is a CSA patriotic cove r of blue, red and white all-over 7­
star CSA Stars & Bars Flag design, franked with a single U.S . 3¢ 1857-61 issue stamp,
cance led with a black Concord, N.C., circula r date stamp dated Apr 7, and addressed to
Greenville , S.C .

APPARENT USAGE: Letter rated at 3¢ per half ounce mailed April 7 (186 1) during
the period whe n U.S. postage stamps were still valid in CSA North Carolina, that is, until
June I , 1861.

Figure 1. A faked 7-star CSA Stars & Bars Flag patriotic cover of a post-Civi l War type
purporting to show an April 1861 usage from Concord, N.C. to Greenville. S.C. IS.C.R.A.P.
Number 86-049-08)

ANA LYSIS: An initial examination of this cove r revea ls a postmark that is appare nt­
ly iden tica l to known Concord, N.C. marki ngs used from 1857 to 1867. The color of the
in k of th e mark in g is a lso in line with known gen uine examples, a ltho ug h under
magnificat ion (see Figure 2) it appears somew hat mottled , which can be a charac ter istic of
a fake. Texas entered the Co nfederacy in March of 1861, becomin g its seventh state. Thi s
seve n sta r patriotic reflected Texas' entry.
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In researching the design of the cover at Figure 1, one notes that three varieties of
all-over design, 7-star flags with the names of Jefferson Davis and Alexander H. Stevens
annotated within the bars of the flag are known genuinely used in the CSA . Each of these
varieties are seven stars in a circle - of which 23 examples have been recorded. No ex­
amples have been recorded used in the CSA of the particular variety shown in Figure 1,
with the seventh star located in the center. However, post-Civil War unused examples of
the center star variety are known .

In Benjamin Wishnietsky 's book, Confederate Patriotic Covers and Their Usages. he
illustrates several examples of known fake patriotic covers. His first illustration is one of
an overall design II-star flag with a pair of genuine CSA 5¢ lithograph stamps tied by a
Griffin , GA circular date stamp. Thi s cover is addressed to the same individu al, Jam es
Boyce Esq., as the cover in question . It is also addresse d in the same hand - a near ident i­
cal match. In examining the handwriting on the subject cover under magnification, one
finds a telltal e trait of the faker. There are breaks in the handwriting in seemingly unnatu­
ral places, an indication the writer was laboring to exac tly copy a handwriting style. Two
examples of these breaks ca n be seen: before the "e" in James and after the "r " in
Greenville.

Other suspicious signs are the "Esq." placed after the addressee 's name, the cover
neatly opened at lef t. and the note on the reverse of the cover that indicates it was pur­
chased from "Fox 9/63 for $400." John A. Fox was a known distributor of faked philatelic
covers, operating a successful New York dealership from 1953 until 1966. Many of his
fakes are known with "Esq." after the addressee name, and sometimes they open at left.
Some believe these may have been Fox's keys to himself to warn against possib le future
repurcha ses. John Fox denied until his death in 1988 that he ever prod uced a faked or
forged item. However, his stock contained a large number of questionable item s. This fact
came to public attention as the result of a sheriff's sale of John Fox's stock held on behalf
of his creditors on January 3, 1974 . A number of the items were recognized as fake by
dealers present and were sold for a small fraction of the price they would have command­
ed if they had been genuine.

Figure 2. Close-up of the circular date
stamp show ing the mottling of the let­
tering and the suspicious dot between
the " C" of Concord and the "N" of N.C.

John Fox was thought to have used, or caused to be used , a particular dup licative
process, purpo sely unnamed here, to manufacture the handstamp devices used in his fakes.
This process could exp lain the near perfect nature of his fakes. Comparing the circular
date stamp on the subject cover with a known genuine Concord, N.C. period cover dated
April 17 shows only one difference. Although all letters are at the correct angle and loca­
tion, including the date, there is an extra dot placed between the "C" of Concord and the
"N" of N.C. This dot can be seen in Figure 2 and does not seem to be a smudge. It looks
more like a flaw in the handstamp device that does not appear in genuine usages after the
war.

CONCLUSION: This is a genuine post-Civil War patriot ic envelope, with a genuine
U.S. 3¢ 1857-61 issue stamp added , that has been given a fake Concord, N.C. postmark
and address. 0
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
MICHAEL C. McCLUNG, Editor
STILL AN UNSOLVED MYSTERY AFTER 65 YEARS
MICHAEL C. MCCLUNG

How many of our readers can remember perusing the pages of a newly arrived copy
of the December 1932 edition of the New South ern Philatelist and findin g an article about
the item pictured in Figure I? That was the first and last time this cover was featured in the
philatelic press, althou gh it was mentioned in the New York Times, Luff's Postage Stamps
of the United States (Second Edition) and Luff's Postmaster 's Provisional Stamps (Second
Edition), but these were merely contemporary references to the original article.

J---- ....--~-..

.~------'---------------~-

Figure 1. A blue folded letter sheet bearing an unusual rectangular adhesive

That article was written by the Edito r of the New Southern Philatelist, August Dietz,
and was entitled "A Rival for the Boscawen."

The subject of Dietz's article is a blue folded letter sheet with a faded red vermilion
circular date stamp (CDS) of Lewisburg , VA, dated "Jun 5" (Figure 2). In the upper right
is a rectan gula r white adhesive (Figure 3) with "PAID/5/CENTS" within a border; its ink
color is simil ar to that of the CDS , but it is more faded or worn. To the right of the adhe­
sive is a manuscript rate marking that appears to be " 10" written over "5." The cover is ad­
dressed to Mr. James F. Trayhern of Barry, Frederick Co., MD. On the back is written the
name of James Updike (Figure 4); the contents have been remo ved.

Dietz presented this item as a previously unrecorded but absolutely genuine postmas­
ter 's pro visional which deser ved the same lofty status and hefty catalog value as the
Boscawen provisional (Figure 5). He mentioned that this cover had been shown to two
other "leading authorities" who shared the same opinion, but he did not name those ex­
pert s. That was 65 years ago; since then the "Lewisburg Provi sional " has remained in rela­
tive obscurity. It is the purpo se of this article to reintroduce this item to the philatelic com­
munit y and to solicit information which might help in making a determination about its
authenticity; it is not an attempt to prove Dietz right or wrong.

This cover was shown to Dietz at a philatelic exhibition in Richmond by a "promi­
nent member of the Virginia Philatelic Federation," Richard R. Murphey of Lynchburg,
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Figure 2. The Lewisburg CDS, typical style and color for the mid to late 1840s

Figure 3. The mysterious adhesive and a tracing
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Figure 4. Docketing on the back, perhaps the name of the writer of the letter
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Figure 5. The Boscawen postmaster's provisional (copied from the 1963 Minkus New
American Stamp Catalog). The only known copy of this stamp is uncanceled and is on a
cover with manuscript postal markings.

VA, who told him the story of its acqu isition. So that nothing is lost in the retell ing of this
story, the following is a dire ct quotati on I of the section of Dietz's arti cle which deals with
that acquisition.

Mr. Murphey was spe nding his last summer' s vacat ion in Ohio. Needless to say
that his collector instincts led him into the antique shops of every town he visited, ask­
ing for old stamps, but without success. Rath er disheartened , he set out for home,
breaking his jo urney on Labor Day in Portsmouth on the banks of the Ohio River. Here
he visited two antique shops and was told of an old gentleman in Sciotoville, a suburb,
who was an antiquarian and a bookworm, and who, they said might have some stamps.
But stamps he had none and he was interes ted only in Coun ty history. But he, in turn,
gave Mr. Murph ey the add ress of a man in Portsmouth who had rece ntly spoken to him
of some stamps he had. So, back to Portsmouth , to find Mr. B. H. Lane, head of the
rai lway express in that town. With some difficult y, it being a Sunday afternoon and he
having other plans, Mr. Murphey finally succee ded in having Mr. Lane meet him at his
office where he had the letters in question.

His disappointment was great when, on inspection, that material turned out to
consist of very ordinary stampless covers, most of which were in poor condition with
here and there a cover bearing a three cent-stamp of the 18S1 issue. With sinking heart
he reached the bottom of the small pile and then his eyes opened wide. He took up the
cove r which had aroused his interest-a faded blue piece of paper of the shade and type
comm on to the period, addressed to Mr. James F. Trayhern , Barry, Frederick County,
Maryland, and bearing a redd ish vermili on "Lewisburg, Va., Jun . S" near the lower cen­
ter left edge . But it was what he saw in the upper right that made his eyes open wide,
for there was a faded oblong piece of white paper- an adhesive stamp-framed in a
pale rose vermilion and carry ing the inscription, "PAID S CENTS" in three lines. In ad­
dition the cover bore adjac ent to the stamp some initials'-meaning unknown-and on
the obverse, above the wafer which sea led the letter, was written, "James Updike." A
hasty glance at the othe r side disclosed the fact that there was no letter within and con­
sequently, no date.

Mr. Lane, the owner of the material, imparted the following detail s. Thi s letter,
and all the others which acco mpanied it, came into his possession in 1930, upon the
death of his stepmother. Mr. Trayhern was his grandfather. Upon his death the papers
seem to have passed to his daughter, Mr. Lane's mother, who died during his infancy.
Mr. La ne ' s father re ma rr ied and di ed in 189 8. Hi s widow continued to live in
Petersburg, Virginia , where these papers had been brought upon Mr. Trayhern 's death,
and remained there until 1928. In that year the step-mother went to live in Ohio with
her stepson, bringing with her the trunk which contained the letters, and after her death
Mr. Lane discovered them . He had thought nothi ng of them , however, until shortly be­
fore Mr. Murphey met him he had been aroused by reading an article intended for pop­
ular consumpti on which related the stereotyped tales of rare stamp finds. It was then
that he brought the old letters to his office , intendin g to make an effo rt to ascertain

'Any irregularities in grammar, spelling or punctuat ion should be viewed as features of the
sty le of Mr. Dietz and not as oversights by the editors of the Chronicle,

'These " initials" are actuall y the manuscript " 10" over "S" noted in the seco nd paragraph of
this art icle.
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whet her he had any thing of value. He was no t a collector, and tota lly ignorant of
stamps.

Mr. Murphey would have purchased the stamp at the very moment he first saw it,
had it not been for one fact: there was no letter to fix the date; nor did any of the other
covers contain letters.

What happened was this . Someone-a lady from the appearance of the handwrit­
ing; Mr. Lane believes it be the hand of his grandmother-at some time subsequent to
the receipt of these letters was affected by what the Latins call cathaethes scribendi and
set out to write a nove l about a very stupid young man named Edward. Paper must have
been scarce, for she took poor Mr. James F.'s old letters and, tear ing off the half-sheet
which bore no corre spondence, used the reverse of the addres s sides for her story. She
wro te on anything an d everythi ng, for Mr. Murphey has the bette r part of that
manuscript, incl uding eight stampless covers unfolded, in addition to one bearing a
three cent stamp of 1851, as well as several lavender, pink and white sheets, evidently
torn from old composition books-even old indenture forms of 1847, whose blank
spaces she filled with her almost illegible handwriting. This zeal for novel writing was
at once a blessing and a curse for Mr. Murphey-a blessing , since it resulted in the
preservation of the Lewis burg cover, a curse because the dated letter half of the sheet
was missing.

Moved by this fact , Mr. Murphey did not buy the cover that Sunday, but left for
home. However the memory of it continued to rise up and haunt him, for he was per­
suaded that the stamp was a hitherto unknown Postmaster's Prov isional, and in the end
he wrote to Mr. Lane and purchased the corre spond ence-rather the fragments of the
novel-intact.
Later in the article Dietz wrote, "The Editor enjoys the personal acquaintance of Mr.

Murphey, and unhesitatingly vouches for the forgoing statements made in Richmond ." The
transaction described above is the only time this cover has ever been sold.

Lewisburg (now WV) is the seat of Greenbrier County which is in the southern part
of the state.' Its post office opened in 1794 (known as Green brier C. H. until 1830), and it
was a pretty busy place in the first half of the nineteenth century because it straddled the
Kanawha-James Road which stretched from the Virginia tidewater area to the Ohio River
at Point Pleasant (now WV). This road was one of four major routes for the first of this
country's "Great Migrat ion" in which millions of Easterners crossed the Appa lachians to
settle the "West" (what we now call the Midwest) . The Lewisburg postmaster at the time
this letter was mailed was Samuel Smith, who served from 1841 to 1857.

Recently this write r and another Route Agent, who was equipped with a portable
camera stand, had an opportunity to photograp h and examine this cover along with Mr.
Murphey's collateral and research material. ' We made the following observations:

I. The blue paper of the folded letter is quite typical of the period (1840s).
2. The CDS matched severa l examples from the writer's collection, both in color

and in deta il; this style of CDS was used in Lewisburg from the late 1830s to the
early 1850s and was used with a red vermilion ink in the mid to late I840s.

3. The addressee was a real person who lived in Barry, MD in the mid to late 1840s
(based on the balance of the corres pondence which has remained intact and on
the research of Mr. Murphey) .

4. The story of Mr. Lane's acquisition of the cover through a success ion of inheri­
tances was true (based on well documented evidence collected by Mr. Murphey).

'The distance from Lewisburg to Barry (now Brunswick), MD was well under 300 miles by
existing roads , so the 5¢ rate on the adhesive was correct; from 1 July 1845 to 30 June 1851 the sin­
gle (less than If, ounce) letter rate was 5¢ for a distance of less than 300 miles.

4Mr. Murphey went to a great dea l of trouble to learn the truth abou t his cover; this is evi­
dence d by an impressive stack of letters and documents he had gathered over the years.
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5. The adhesive is crude and faded and worn and dirty; its paper and inks look every
bit as old as the cover on which it resides.

Although this adhesive looks qu ite genuine and may very well be, it will not attain
the status of a cata log listing without overcoming some formidable obstacles:

I . It is unique ; there is nothing to which an experti zer can compare it. However, the
Boscawen is also unique , although a second copy is said to have existed at one
time .

2. It is not tied by a postmark, so there is no evidence that it originated on this cover.
However, many recognized examples of postmaster 's provi sionals (including the
Boscawen) are not tied.

3. There is no contemporary reference which confirms that it should exist ; Mr.
Murph ey was not able to locate Lewisburg newspapers earlier than about 1860.
However, it is possible that earlier records may have turned up in recent years.

4. The manuscript rate markin g in the upper right seems to preclude the need for a
stamp, and being a dues marking, it contradicts the "PAID" message on the adhe­
sive. However, it is possible that the rate marking was applied at the receiving or
distribution post office where the post maste r did not recognize the provis ional
stamp as valid, or because it was received after I July 1847 when postma ster 's
provisionals were outlawed. Many other possibilities exist.

5. There are no contents to year-date the cover. However, the CDS is the right style
and color for the postmaster's provisional period (I July 1845 to 30 June 1847).

6. It is a striking coincidence that another possible postmaster's provisional came
from Portsmouth, Ohio. However, the "Portsmouth Provisional" (Figure 6), which
was once listed in the Minku s catalog, is radica lly differen t in desig n and is not an
adhesive; it was stamped onto letter sheets. Also, we have not found any connec­
tion between Mr. Lane and the "Portsmouth Provisional."

Figure 6. The "Portsmout h Provisional" (copied from the 1963 Minkus New American
Stamp Catalog)

So, there is noth ing about the "Lewisburg Provisional" that proves it is a fake, but
there is not enough compelling evidence to prove it is genuine beyond a shadow of a
doub t. Perhaps the needed evidence has worked its way to the surface over the last 65
years and has the form of old newspapers or anoth er copy of the adhesive. Maybe , in the
back of an old album, on the same page as the cigar bands and the Cinderellas, someone
will find a rectangular piece of paper with "PAID/5/CENTS" printed on it. Maybe some­
one will come across a Lewisburg cover with a clean spot where a stamp used to reside.
Maybe some contemporary refere nce will tum up. This writer is very interested in learning
of any information, no matter how trivial, regarding this item. The late Mr. Murphe y did
the hobb y a favor by acquiring, researching and preserving this cover; it would be fitting
that we return the favor by completing his research. 0

'The method of prin ting is very difficu lt to determin e because of fading and wear, but it looks
more like a handstamp than anything else .

"The absence of the word "paid" in a rate marking indicated postage due .
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THE 1869 PERIOD
scorr R. TREPEL, Editor
A 24¢ COVER TO ST. HELENA
WITH AN OVERVIEW OF BRITISH MAIL RATES IN THE 1869-70 PERIOD

JEFFREY M. FORSTER

In this article, I will focus on what appears to be a unique cove r/usage to the isla nd
of S1. Helena', located off the weste rn coa st of Afri ca. (See Figure I)

At the ou tset, I should mention that this cover is from my own co llection, and was
obtained in the winter of 1996. It has a Phil atelic Founda tion certificate denoting it "a gen­
uine usage."
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Figure 1. 1871 cover, Edgarton, Mass. to St. Helena, franked with 24¢ 1869 single and
2x2¢ bank note stamps.

Thi s cover wa s mailed fro m Ed gart own , Ma ssachusetts, which is located on
Martha 's Vineyard, the largest island off of the southern coas t of Cape Cod.

The letter entered the U.S. mails on January 17, 1871 in Edgartown, Massachu setts
and is franked with a 24¢ single (# 120) and a pair of 2¢ bank notes (# 146) making up the
28¢ rate to S1. Helena.

The cover has a January 18, New York 24¢ exchange office date stamp in red, indi­
cating a 24¢ credit to Great Brit ain . The cover was carried on the Guion Line Nebraska
that left New York January 18, 1871 and arrived in Queenstown, Great Britain on January
30, 187 \,2 There is also a January 3 1, 1871 London Paid transit marking. On the reverse of
the cover is a March 8, 1871 S1. Helena arrival back stamp, denoting that the letter arrived
on that date. (The red " l id" mark ing on the front will be discussed below).

1St. Helen a was discovered and settled by the Portugese in 1502 and subsequently used by the
Dutch as a revictu ali zing station for East Ind ian merchantmen. In 1673, it was secured by the British
Eas t India Co mpany und er charter fro m King Charles II. The Co mpany surrendered it to the Crown
in 1834.

lWalter Hubbard and Richard F. Winter, North Atlant ic Mail Sailings 1840-75 (Canton, Ohio:
U.S. Philateli c Classics Society, 1988), pp. 3 10.364.
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The three stamps are cance led with a nondescript black circle of wedges cancel tying
all three stamps to the cover itself.

As I mentio ned above, this is the only know n cover with 1869 stamps going to St.
Helena. Perhaps because it is one of approx imately 70 24¢ 1869 covers known, it is all the
more unusual because of its unique destination.

British Mail Rates
Much of the correspondence to Africa, Asia and the Orient in the 1860s and earl y

1870 s was sent by Briti sh mail. Long standing treaty arrangements with Great Britain per­
mitted letters from the United States to be sent to destinations served by the British over­
seas mail service. The agreement was that these letters, once they reached England, would
be cha rged the same amount of pos tage that woul d have been requ ired if they had actually
originate d in England. ' Added to the British charge was the cost of getting the letter from
the United States to England. Prior to 1868, the rate from the United States to Great
Britain was 24¢ . In January 1868 the rate was reduced to 12¢.

As the transatlantic steamship service continued to prosper, it became apparent that
the steamer lines could afford the letters for even less than the 8¢ sea postage that they
were receiving under this arran gement:

Accordingly, on the first day of 1870, the rate to Great Britain was reduced from 12¢
to 6¢. Of this amount, the U.S. retained 4¢ and 2¢ was credited to Great Britain .' Th is im­
portant change affec ted all transatlantic correspo nde nce involving the British mails, and it
is one of the many reasons why 1869 covers to foreign destinations are so inordin ately rich
in postal history.

During the period of use of 1869 stamps, the British ove rseas rate to St. Helena was
uniforml y one shilling (24¢), having been raised from 6 pence (I2¢) in 1863. The British
charge of 24¢ would take a lett er in the ordinary British mails to any destination with
which the English co rres ponded for a shi lling. Among other countries , thi s inc luded
China, Hon g Kong, Japan, and the Philippines, as well as other major Briti sh enclaves in
the St ra its area: Borneo (Labuan), Malacca, the Molu ccas, Pin ang (" Penang"), Siam,
Singapore and Sumatra .

Thu s, the sum of the rate fro m the U.S. to Great Britain , whe n added to the British
ove rseas rate, would make up the total 28¢ rate from the U.S. to St. Helena, of which the
U.S . retained 4¢ while 2¢ was cre dited to Great Britain for application to the ongoi ng
charges (the 24¢ overseas rate) . Th is 28¢ rate per 112 ounce to St. Helena, via England, was
in effect from January 1, 1870 until June 30,1 8756

• .

What differentiates cove rs sent by the British mails to the destinations named above
is not so much the rate structure, which is essentially the same, nor the rout e (up to a
point), for which they received the same markings, but the fact that they left the ship at dif­
ferent stops along the route.

Thi s lette r to St. Helena entered the mail in the United States, traveled by contract
mail ac ross the Atl antic, and at Southampton was put on th e Briton of the Union

316 U.S. Statutes at Large, 783 (Article 12, U.S.-British Postal Convention of December 15,
1848).

"Walter Hubbard, "Notes on the Arrangements Made for the Carriage of the United States
Mails to Europe by Packets of the Cunard Line in 1869," Chronicle 86:123; George E. Hargest,
Hist ory of Letter Post Communication Bet ween the United Sta tes and Europe, 1845-1875
(Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1971 ), pp.149- 150, 153.

' Unlted States Mail and Post-Offi ce Ass istant, reprint cd. (Chicago, 111. : Collectors Club of
Chicago, 1975), p. 337.

'Charles Starnes, United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations 1847 to GPU-UPU, rev.
cd. (Louisville, Ky.: Leonard H. Hartmann, 1989), p.20.
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Figure 2. Outline map showing location of St. Helena on England to South Africa mar­
itime route [from Philip Cattell, British Maritime Postal History, Vol. 3: The Union Castle
Ocean Post Offices (Heathfield, East Sussex, England: Proud-Bailey Co., Ltd., n.d.)]
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Steamship Company which then took it around the Iberian penin sula and around and down
the western coast of Africa to St. Helena (see Map , Figure 2).

In my almo st 25 years of collecting the 1869 issue, I have viewed various 1869 col­
lection s, books, exhibits and auction catalogs, and covers to Africa with the 1869 issue are
quite scarce. I know of no other covers with any 1869 stamps, 24¢ or otherwi se, which
have St. Helena as their destination .

Final Remarks
A note about the colors on this cover. The eye appeal of this letter is tremendous.

Because of the stark white envelope being used , the green, violet and red-brown colors of
the stamps stand out. The address is in a purplish colo r and the red Briti sh transit mark­
ings, as well as the II d marking, are quite vivid and stand out together with the colorful
stamps them selve s.

I have tried in this note to give you not only a focus on one particular cover, but a
short overview of the Briti sh mail rates to Africa and Asia in the 1869-1870 time period .
One unresolved matter, which is a subject of puzzlement among postal historian s, is the
red 11 pence marking. There is no known rate to which this corresponds. It has been sug­
gested by some that it is an II pence cred it to Great Britain, which is inexplic able, since
London did not use credit marking s to show the amounts it retained. It seems far too high
to represent a colonial credit , 1d being the standard local delivery credit to the colonies. I
would ask any fellow postal historians to come forward and provide me with any assis­
tance as to what this 11 pence amount represents. I would also like any information on any
other covers bearing 1869 Issue stamps used to St. Helena.

Lastly, any discussion of the island of St. Helen a would be incomplete without men­
tionin g that it is here, almost 1,200 miles from the wes t coast of Africa, that Napole on
Bonaparte (Napoleon I) resided from 1815 until his death in 1821. St. Helena was also
used as a Boer War prison camp during the Boer War ( 1899-1902) .

The author is indebted to Dick Winter for his review and technical guidance regard-
ing the postal history aspects of this cover. 0
CANCELLATIONS
AND KILLERS

OF THE BANKNOTE ERA
1870-1894

by James M. Cole

Tracings of over 5,000 cancellations of the
banknote era, approx. ISO halftone illustra­
tions. With essay on cancel collecting,
introductory chapter on postmarks and
postmarking devices, bibliography, town
index and Cole catalog index. 360 pages,
8'hx II , cloth bound.

$49 .50 postpaid from :

USPCS, P.O. Box 455, Wheeling, IL 60090
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The Seymour Rudman
Puerto Rico

The most complete
collection ofthis
country ever formed.

Coming in
Sales 9 and 10 this fall.

Forme d by ren owned researcher. exhibitor and
Puerto Rican expert Seymo ur Rudman. we're proud to
ofTer the premi er collection of Puerto Rico stamps and
postal history in our Nutmeg Stamp Sales mail
auc tions 9 and 10 this fall. A virtua lly unprecedented
collection featuring all ph ases of Puerto Rican philat­
ely: early starnpless, provisional issues. stamps, milita ry
p.o.s, British. French & Spanish maritime mails. U.S,
Admin. (1900-45 ). early airm ails including Zeppelin
flights, and both U.S. & Spa nish revenues. A RARE
oppo rtunity for the specialist!

(203) 743-5291
Fax: (20:l) 7:H)·R2:H~

E-m ail: Icvstamp@cci.com

Post Office Box 342
Danbury CT 06813

View the lots from the Rudman collection--plus lots from a fabu­
lous array of U.S. stamps and postal history at our booth at APS
STAMPSHOW '98 in Santa Clara, Calif., August 27-30.

Contact Us By E-Mail:
levstamp@mags.net
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS
THE ROBERT ZOELLNER COLLECTION

IMPERFORATE CLASSICS FROM THE ZOELLNER COLLECTION
AUCTION DATE: OCTOBER 8-10,1998

For the first time ever, a complete collection of United States stamps will be sold at
auction. The collection formed by Robert Zoellner will be offered at unreserved auction
by Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries in New York City on October 8, 9 and 10. The
stamps, blocks and covers in the Zoellner sale-911 lots valued at more than $6 million­
will be presented in a 392-page full-color catalogue that Michael Laurence, editor-pub­
lisher of Linn's Stamp News, describes as 'an indispensable reference" and "substantial
and enduring contribution to U.S. stamp scholarship." Because the Zoellner collection has
a concentration of classic imperforates, the Siegel firm wishes to give Classics Society
members the opportunity to learn more about the sale and to order the deluxe catalogue.

Figure 1. New York postmaster's provisional used to pay 5c inland postage on transatlantic
folded letter to Switzerland-the finest of three recorded 9X1 covers to this European
destination

The Zoellner collection is complete for the years 1847 through 1947, but it begins
with a small group of New York provisional stamps and covers. The New York provisional
was issued in 1845 and was the first of a small group of stamps and stationery issued by
postmasters in eleven different offices before the first General Issue of 1847. Because.the
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New York provisional demonstrated the efficacy of adhesive stamps and was printed by
Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, the firm that produced the 1847 Issue, a representative selec­

tion is included in the Zoellner collection. Featured are two
covers: one of the four known covers with strips of four and
one of three covers to Switzerland (see Figure 1).

Among the 1847 Issue items in the colJection are blocks
of the 5c and IOc. The 5c block is used on a cover front to
Canada, which has a long history of ownership, including
Waterhouse, Emerson, West, Dick, Rohloff and Kapiloff. It is
believed to be one of three extant blocks used on covers. The
lOc block has original gum and is one of only two available to
collectors in unused condition (a third resides in the Swiss
PIT Museum's collection). It is ex Green, Klein and Kapiloff.

Figure 2. 10c 1847 with One of the rarest 1847 stamps is shown in Figure 2. This four­
Wheeling grid margin lOc 1847 has the red control grid at lower right, which

was applied by the Wheeling, Virginia, post office once to
every four stamps in the sheet. Only four covers and five off-cover lOc stamps are known
with this red control grid, which is sometimes described as a precancellation.

The 1851-56 imperforate stamps printed by Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co. are
are complex group, owing to t!lejnconsistency. between subjects on the printing plates and
the shade variation in the 3c stamps. The Zoellner collection has one of the finest groups
of 1c 1851 's ever offered, including all of the types and numerous blocks and plate-posi­
tion rarities. Three of the rarest lc types are shown in Figure 3: Type I from Pos. 7RIE,
Type Ib from Pos. 6RIE, and Type Ia from Pos. 98L4. Among the 3c 1851 items in the

Figure 3. Three rare 1c 1851
stamps: Types I (Sc. 5), Ib (Sc. 5A)
and la (Sc. 6), each with blue or red
cancellation and large margins all
around

"

Figure 4. The Chase corner copy of
Scott 11 on cover
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sale is the famous comer copy of Scott lIon cover, ex Dr. Chase, shown in Figure 4. With
sheet margins measuring 17.5 mm at top and 16 mm at right, this extraordinary stamp has
more blank surface area than printed area.

The 5c 1856 is represented by three lots, but among them is perhaps the most
famous of all items of this issue, the "Klep Strip" cover, shown in Figure 5. The strip of
three pays the relatively new 15c treaty rate to France-the 3c credit for transit by
American packet is struck incorrectly in black-and the sender carefully cut the stamps
with huge margins all around, including the left sheet margin with centerline.

Figure 6.
10c TV. IV and

12c 1851 to
Sweden

In common with the 1c 1851, the lOc stamp issued
for the new 1855 transcontinental rate was printed from
a plate with significant differences between subjects.
Type I, with the complete bottom part of the design,
comes from the bottom row of both panes (20 stamps).
Types II and III were evenly distributed throughout the
two panes. The scarce Type IV, with lines recut at top
and/or bottom, comes from only eight positions. Among
the many 10c 1855 items in the Zoellner collection is
perhaps the most outstanding Type IV cover extant,
bearing a strip containing the sale double-recut position.
This cover (see Figure 6) is ex Neinken and Grunin.

The imperforate classics end with a powerful dis­
play of the 12c 1851, including a block from the Chase
and Emerson collections and the sheet-margin pair
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Figure 8. Block of five of the 12c 1851-the largest known block on cover-used to pay the
double 30c Prussian Closed Mail rate to Wurttemberg

shown in Figure 7. The most outstanding 12c 1851 item in Zoellner collection is the sheet­
margin block of five on a cover to Wurttemberg, shown in Figure 8, which is the largest
recorded block used on cover (a strip of five exists on cover).

The classic imperforate issues make up just a
small portion of the Zoellner collection, and this pre­
view only covers a few of the highlights from 93 lots
through the 12c 1851. The catalogue has been created
as a permanent reference to all areas of 19th and 20th
century United States philately, with information avail­
able nowhere else. Included is a photo-census of 23 of
the rarest United States stamps.

While supplies are available, Classics Society
members may order the $50 softcover edition or the
$125 hardbound edition. Domestic postage is includ­
ed. Foreign addresses must add $30 for airmail postage.
NYS residents must add applicable sales tax. The price
includes the list of prices realized after the sale.

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

America's premier stamp auctioneer since 1930

To order, please send check to Siegel, 65 E. 55th St.,
17th FI., NY, NY 10022. With your check, be sure to
indicate $50 softcover or $125 hardbound order. NYS
residents must add county sales tax. Non-U.S. shipping
addresses add $30 for postage.
Visa, Mastercard or American Express accepted.
Indicate billing name and address, card type, number
and expiration date. Charge card orders may be faxed
toll-free to 1-800-882-8853 (NY area code and outside
U.S. please fax 212-753-6429).



The Jack Rosenthal
Pan Ainericans
The greatest collection
ever assembled ofthis 1I

~1~~~tt~ landmark issue.

There has never been an opportunity like this to acquire the mo st importan t
19 0 1 Pan American Issue ph ilatelic material in existence. Assembled by one of the

20th century's legendary collectors, the Rosen thal collection includes orig ina l
drawings, essays, proofs (including the Pan-Pacific dies), all of the great inver ts

including the unique 4-cent plate block, first day covers (including the full se t on
one cover), and a full range of unusual postal history-from domestic and ad covers

to foreign destinations. Truly an oppo rtunity of a lifet ime!

You may view and purchase selections from this
collection at our booth at APS STAMPSHOW '98

in Santa Clara, California, on August 27-30.
Contact Us By E-Mail:

levstamp@mags.net

Post Office Box 342
Danbury CT 068 13

Philatelic

Andrew Levitt
Consultant

(203) 743-5291
F;lX: ( 2 0~J ) 7 ~JO-H2 ~lH

E-mail: Ic,"st amp@cci.colll
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN CAMPBElL. Editor
THE CLASSIC PENALTY FRANKS
WARREN S. HOWARD

Introduction
By late 1884, postage stamps had nearly disappeared from the official mail of the

Federal executive departments. The departmental stamps were gone, except for an occa­
sional War Department envelope whose obso lete embossed stamp was tolerated by the
Post Office. Regular postage stamps were found only on officia l mail to foreign countries ,
and registered mail from department field offices. The remaining officia l mail was travel­
ing in postage -free penalty franks, whose threatening statements about crime and punish­
ment made a strik ing contras t with the handsome stamps that had preceded them.I

Postage-free penalty franks were simple to use. They did not have to be produced by
security printers, weighed, stamped, or locked up. They became so successful that they
carried the nation 's business through two world wars and a great depression. Printed by the
billions in a standard format on all types of mailable matter, they eventually became con­
trolled so closely that Congres s could set limits on the number of franks which each de­
partment and independent age ncy could mail.

In the classic period of penalty franks, standard formats and close controls lay far
into the future.' Penalty frank s were in a period of change , as Congress expanded their use
from the departments in Washington (1877) to the department fie ld offices and the
Smithsonian Institution (1879), and then authorized reply penalty envelopes (1884 ) and
free registration for the Washington main offices and the Public Printer (1884).3 During
this period of change, the designs of the franks, ill-defined by Congress, were worked out
by experimentation . It is this diversity of design which gives the classic penalty frank s
their special charm .

'Before the 1950s, the Post Office received no reimbursement for carrying the penalty mail of
other departments. As the proportion of non-postal penalty mail grew, the departme nt comp lained
about this increasi ng burden on its finances. In 1910 Postmaster General Frank H. Hitchcock recom­
mended "the substitution of special official stamps and stamped envelopes for the various forms of
franks now used to carry free of postage the vast volume of departmental and congressiona l mail
matter." Later the Post Office supported the use of penalty franks because of their economy and sim­
plicity, but wanted reimburseme nt for its lost revenue. This was slow to come. Between 1944 and
1948, the departments were charge d for penalty mall , but the payment s went directly into the
Treasury rather than to the Post Office Department. Finally, in 1953, the Post Office began receivi ng
payments for penalty mail. See, for example, Ann ual Report of the Postmaste r Genera l, 1929, pp. I,
5, 5 1; Ann ual Report .... 1955, Table 20 I; Congressiona l Record, 63rd Congress 2nd Session, Vol.
5 1, p. 654 (Dec. II , 1913); Post Office Department, Postage Rates 1789-1930, p. 45 .

lFor the purpose s of this article , the classic penalty franks are assigned to the period 1877­
1906. But there is no clear dividing point to separate classic penalty franks from subsequent issues,
such as we have for adhesive postage stamps. There was a major change in penalty statement s start­
ing around 1890 (see section "The One-Line Statement," below ), but the newer form was used
alongside the older form until about 1906, and then remained in widespread use through World War
I and beyond. There is no clear boundary between the major forms of penalty statement. The "cla s­
sic" period of 1877- 1906 is the period in which the earliest form of penalty statement was in large­
scale use.

3Acts of Marc h 3, 1877, 19 Stat 355; March 3, 1879, 20 Stat 36 1; July 5, 1884, 23 Stat 158.
Lessor statutes gave the penalty privilege to pension agents (July 2, 1886,24 Stat 122); the National
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers (August 18, 1894, 28 Stat 4 12); and the Superin tendent of
Documents (January 12, 1895,28 Stat 6 11).
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Frank Designs
It shall be lawful to transmit through the mail, free of postage , any letters, pack­

ages, or other matters relating exclusively to the business of the Government of the
United States ; Provided, That every such letter or package to entitle it to pass free shall
bear over the words "official business" an indorsement, showing also the name of the
department and, if from a bureau or office, the names of the department and bureau or
office, as the case may be, whence transmitted . . . . In addition to the indorsement des­
ignating the department in which they are to be used, the penalty for the unlawful use
of these envelopes shall be stated thereon.

Act of March 3, 1877, 19 Stat 335
Congress specified that each penalty frank should contain the name of the office

mailing it, an "official business" certification and a penalty statement. The words "official
business" were supposed to be put beneath the office name , a rule that was not always fol­
lowed. But Congress never specified where the office name and its associated certification
should be put in relation to the penalty statement, or where any of these things should be
put on the envelope, card, wrapper or label. Neither did Congress give the Post Office any
authority to enforce standards about penalty frank design.

When officials were first confronted with the need to add penalty statements to their
envelopes, the typical official envelope had the office name in its upper left corner, and an
empty upper right corner reserved for an official stamp. Custom dictated that whatever ob­
tained a letter's passage through the mails. be it postage stamp, notation of cash received
or signature frank, belonged in the upper right corner. But the office name was as much a
part of a penalty frank as its penalty statement, giving a strong reason to put the statement
near the name. Most of the earliest penalty franks did that. The Post Office generally had
the penalty statement in the lower left corner, while the remaining departments put the
statement in the upper left corner below the office name .' The upper right corner remained
empty-but not for long. During the early 1880s the penalty statement generally moved to
the upper right, often bringing the office name and the official endorsement with it. What
directives brought this shift are not known. The move occurred at different times in differ­
ent departments, happening as early as the summer of 1880 in the Department of the
Interior (see Figures la and Ib), and after the fall of 1882 in the Treasury.' Insulated from
the move was the Post Office registered mail receipt, whose penalty statement was spread
on one long line across the width of the card , beneath instructions about how the receipt
should be used. (See Figure 2b.)

The typical penalty frank was starkly utilitarian, relieved only slightly by such print­
er 's devices as Gothic type, italics, boxes and (occasionally) that favorite device of nine­
teenth century advertising, a pointing hand. (See Figure 3.) But the urge to decorate, and
particularly to convey a pictorial identity of the department, appeared early. The very first
Post Office penalty envelopes carried an embossed "United States Postal Service" state­
ment upon an oval lattice of curved lines, even though this identification was not required
by law. By 1882 the War and Navy ordnance bureaus were using penalty envelopes which
prominently displayed the crossed cannons of their bureau seals. " (See Figure 4.) This
trend toward the decoration of penalty franks became much stronger in the 1890s and the
first decade of the twentieth century, until (alas!) the standardization of penalty frank de­
signs removed most of the artistry from them.

"Taylor M. Chamberlain, "A Tentative Listing of U. S. Postal Service Envelopes, 1877-1879,"
Official Mail Journal, 4th Quarter 1986, p. 13.

5Alan Campbell , "Foreign and Domestic Use of Ordinary Stamps for Official Corresponden ce
by the Treasury Department ," Chronicle, May 1991, p. 125.

"Richard B. Graham, "Penalty Envelopes Succeeded Official Stamps ," Linn's Stamp News,
May 25, 1987, pp. 8-9.
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Figure 1. Department of the Interior Land Office, Marquette, Michigan, August 1880 and
September 1880
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]'OST OFFICE AT NEW BERNE, N. O.
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When the registered letter or parcel accompanying this card is delivered, the Postma ster
will require s/!;l"a ture to tile receipt on the other side, also on his record of registered deliv­
eries. and mati this card without cover to address below.

A penalty of $300 is fixed by la w for using this card for other than official
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Figure 2. A Selection of Post Office Franks: a. New Berne, North Carolina, September
1879; b. Eureka, California, May 1889; c. Washington, D.C., May 1886
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Figure 3. Early Department of Justice Field Offices
a. U.S. Marshal, Virginia City, Nevada, August 1879 (7). Rubberstamped in dark blue

on a plain envelope.
b. Clerk of U. S. Courts for Oregon. Portland. August 1879 (7). A large boxed frank.
c. U.S. Marshal, District of Idaho, Boise, August 1879 (7). This frank uses a pointing

hand to draw attention to the penalty statement.
d. U.S. District Attorney, New York, August 1879 . The Department name and penal ­

ty statement were rubberstamped in red ink onto an envelope designed for use with of­
ficial stamps. The rubberstamp omitted the certification "Official Business" since the en­
velope already had one .

e. U.S. Marshal, Eastern District of New York, New York , September 1879. The de­
partment name, certification, and penalty statement were added by letterpress in red ink
to an envelope designed for use with official stamps.
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Figure 4. War Department Ordnance Office, Washington, D.C., November 1882

Penalty Statements
The most striki ng feat ure of a classic penalty frank is its penalty stateme nt, which

typically used two or three lines of small print to define the actions that could bring a $300
fine upon its user. Dominating the frank s of the non-postal departm ent s is this penalty
statement:

Any person using thi s envelope to avoid the payment of postage on private matter
of an y kind, will be subject to a fine of Three Hundred Dollars.

Another form worked the legal classification of the crime into the statement:
Any person using this envelope for private purposes will be deemed guilty of

a misdemeanor and be subject to a fine of $300.
These statements, with the substitution of "card," "wrapper," or "label" for "enve­

lope" as needed , carried the penalty mail of the non-p ostal depart ment s into the 1890s.
Th e Post Office Department took a separate path. Its in itia l pen alty state ments

warned that
A penalty of $300 is fixed by law, for using this envelope for other than official business.

Th at stateme nt served the Post Office well, remaining in use with modifications as
late as 1906. Occasion ally, it found its way onto non-p ostal franks. But some in the Post
Office were not satisfied with it, and by 1886 a more elaborate statement appeared on
many Post Office frank s:

This envelope can lawfull y be used only by an officer of the United States on
Official Business of the Government. The use of it to avoid payment of
postage on private matter of any kind is puni shable b)' a fine of $300.

The Postal Guide recomm ended a similar statement to other departments. The edi­
tion of 1887 said that penalty franks should carry the following statement or equivalent
word s:

Thi s envelope is for use only by authorized persons, on business
of the Government. Its use to avoid payment of postag e on private matter

of an y kind is puni shable as a misdemeanor by a fine of $300.'
It doe s not appea r that this formul a was much accepted. It ran absolutely counter to

the next major trend in penalty frank design.

The One-Line Statement
About 1890, a strikingly different penalty statement began to appear. Gon e were

multiple lines of text contain ing references to the law, the business of the gove rnment, offi­
cers of the government , people in general, and the type of stationery upon which the frank
was printed. Thi s stateme nt contained only five words:

Penalty for Private Use, $300.

'Postal Guide. 1887, House Misc. Doc. 63, 50th Congress 1st Session, pp. 177-178 .
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Th ese words were norm ally put on a single line, though varieties eventually ap­
peared which spread them thinl y over thre e line s. Capitalizati on of all the letters, and
omission of the comma and period around "$300," also created varieties. Th is statement
was easy to typeset , and easy to recognize. It had one fault : fai lure to describe the crime
accurately. The crime was defraudin g the postal revenues, and not simply using a govern­
ment envelope for private purposes- such as mailing a person al letter with a stamp added
to pay the postage.

The one-l ine penalty state ment ma y have appeared early in 1890, while th e
Government Printing Office was preparing envelopes for the ce nsus of 1890. Figures 5a
and 5b show an early occurrence, in which a one- line penalty frank was mailed inside a
multi-l ine frank early in May 1890. The printing office didn 't, however, immedi atel y stop
production of mult i-line franks. Figure 5c shows a card, prep ared during the summer of
1890, with a multi-line frank. In this case, the address side of the card did not need to be
typeset , and an older plate may have been used to print it. But totally new franks also ap­
peared after 1890 with multi-line statements, like the scarce Department of the Interior
franks made to publicize the government exhibitions at the Columbian Exposition of 1893,
and the franks prepared for the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers after the
home receiv ed the franking privilege in Augu st 1894:

A Penalty of $300 is fixed by law for using this Envelope
for other than Official Business, in relation to the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.

Since both multi-line and single- line penalt y state me nts were valid, dep artments
could and did use a mixtur e of them at the same time (see Figure 6). Gradually the one­
line statement prevailed , and one could say that it had become the standard by 1900-0ut ­
side the Post Office Department.

The Post Office generally resisted use of the one-l ine statement on its own franks." In
the final years of its mul ti-line franks, it used a mod ified version of its 1877 penalty state ­
ment:

A penalty of $300 is fixed by law for using this envelope
to avoid the payment of postage on private matter.

About 1906 the Post Office modified the one-line statemen t with five more words to
better define the crime:

Penalty for Private Use to avoid payment
ofpostage, $300.

{Italics added by author]
Thi s statement was usually arranged in two lines. It gradually spread from the Post

Office to the other departments, and became the standard for much of the twentieth century.

A Scandal, and Some Very Rough Statistics
The production of penalty frank s has normally been among the most obscure of pro­

cesses. Some, like Figure 7, were made with rubber stamps in the offic es which sent them.
Most of the early non-postal franks were produced at the Go vernment Printing Office in
Washin gton , D.C., or one of its branch office s." The Post Office Department obtained most
of its penalty franks from private contractors, selected by competitive bidding. In the year
1884 this competitive bidding created a scandal whi ch reached the press and the floor of
Congress. It was ca use d by the dishonest business practices of two companies: P.P.
Kell ogg of Springfield , Massachusetts, and Plimpton Manufa cturing of Hartford ,
Connecticut.

'Some Post Office cards with the statement "Penalty of $300 for Private Use" were issued af­
ter 1900, but before 1906.

"House Report 7, 53rd Congress 1st Session , "Public Printing and Binding, and the
Distribution of Public Documents," Sept. 12, 1893, pp. 19-20.
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Figure 5. The One-Line Penalty Statement
a. Department of the Interior, Census Office, Philadelphia, May 1890. Th e enve lope

has a multi-line penalty statement. The rubberstamped return address of Spec ial Agent
Day and a handwritten control tie this cover.

b. Department of the Interior, Census Office, Philadelphia, unused return penalty
envelope. Printed with a one-line penalty statement.

c. Department of t he Interior, Pension Office, Washington, D.C., October 1890 . The
message side refers to an act approved June 27,1890.
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Figure 6. Mixed Usage
a. Department of Agriculture single-line penalty statement, April 1896.
b. Department of Agriculture wrapper with multi-line penalty statement, back­

st am ped at Galveston, Texas, August 1897.

J)ojJll1"t1mmt 'of Sta te, u. S . A .

i
\

Figure 7. Department of State, Washington, D.C . October 1881, mourning cover for
President Garfield, with purple rubberstamped penalty statement. (Courtesy of Robert
L. Markovits.l
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Plimpton had ma nufactured Post Office stamped official envelopes, and-after the
dep artment shifted to pen alt y fra nks-made them as well. About 1883, accordin g to a Post
Offi ce inves tigation, its man agement decided to increase profits by making penalty en­
velopes from a thin , brittle pa per which had a high content of woo d pulp. Th is paper sub­
stitution vio lated the specifications of its contract, and Plimpton tried to conceal it by false
bookkeeping. Its books showed pape r purchases at the usual price , but secret rebates from
the pa pe r manufacturer were not rec or de d . The complacent Federal insp ect or at the
Plimpton factory did not detect the change in paper.

P.P. Kell ogg becam e awa re of what Plimpton was doing, and decid ed to win the next
production contract by bidding at a price which required the use of inferior paper. Its bid
for fiscal 1885 was $24,909 .27 below Plimpton 's, and Kello gg was awarded the contract.
It started shipped cheap envelopes in the summer of 1884 . Competitors of both companies
detected what was happening, and exposed it to the department. After an investigation , and
wi th cons ide ra b le ind ig na tio n, Postmaster Gen eral Walter Q. Gresh am cance led the
Kell ogg co ntract in late Au gu st 1884. Kello gg was tined $337.77 , and Plimpton $2,928,
for using inferi or paper. New bid s were solicited, which Plimpton won- at a higher price
than its original bid. Under the surve illance of a new Post Office inspec tor, arme d with an
improved pap er-testin g machine, Plimpton presum ably went the honest path on its 1885
contract. Co ngress published the Post Office corres pondence about the matter, and so the
who le world becam e aware of this remarkable ep isode in penalty envelope produ ction .10

The contract fo r 1885 ca lled for production of the same number of penalty franks as
had been made in 1884 , about 27 milli on . If more envelopes were needed , they would be
pa id for at specified rates accordin g to size . Thi s figure of 27 mill ion, with some rough as­
sumptions, can be made to ca lculate the whole number of penalty fran ks used at that tim e.

The first ass umption is to make an adjustment for penalty cards, which were not in­
cluded in the 1885 co ntrac t. If we add two milli on cards to the 27 mill ion envelopes, we
ge t a total use of 29 million fra nks to support the postal operations."

The second assumption is that the Post Office's share of the total official mail was
abo ut the same in 1884 as it had been in fiscal yea rs 1875- 1877 , when all department s
we re using official stamps ." Dividing the official stamp issues to eac h dep artment by the
total number issued , we find that the Post Office received 72 %; Treasury, 13%; War, 9%;
Interior, 4 .5%; and all the other departments together, only 1.5%.13 Movin g these propor­
tions into 1884, we get a total annual use of roughl y 40 milli on frank s, including perh aps
five milli on by the Trea sury, and only 600,000 by the Navy, Justice, State and Agriculture
dep artments co mbined. These very rough statistics do give some idea of why the penalty
franks of so me dep artments were scarce to begin with.

Bein g used by a dep artment , and being saved into the pool of available phil atelic ma­
terial are, of co urse, very di fferent things. Penalty franks se nt to pr ivate citize ns have

"House Executive Document 264, 48th Congress 2nd Session, "Letter from the Postmaster
General. .. ," March 3, 1885. See particularly the summary report, and attachments 14, 17, 21-23,
and 76. Plimpton was legally named "The Morgan Envelope Company and Plimpton Manufacturing
Company."

"The report of the Postmaster General for fiscal year 1884, pp. 560-565, states that over
eleven million registered items passed through the mails, but does not report how many of these had
return receipts. Its issue figures for penalty franks, p. 5.33, do not include penalty cards. My esti­
mate of Post Office penalty card use may be too low.

12By 1907 the Post Office proportion of penalty mail was down to 57%. See House Document
9 10, 60th Congress Ist Session, "Special Weighing of Mails, 1907," p. 35.

"Annual Report of the Postmaster General: 1875, p. 37; 1876, p. 37; 1877, p. 205. The fiscal
year 1874 requisitions were omitted from the computations because the departments were stocking
up then; the 1875-1877 requisitions more closely represent the actual use of official stamps.
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Figure 8. Executive Mansion
a. Penalty frank, September 1878, with datestamp struck in the characteristic violet

canceling ink. (Courtesy of Alan C. Campbell.)
b. "Official" envelope, September 1885. Backstamped San Francisco, Sept. 15,

1885.

had a better chance of survival than those sent to government offices , so the nature of a de­
partme nt's business with the genera l public has strongly influenced what material is avail­
able to collect today. The writer's impression is that Post Office franks are by far the most
common, with Dead Letter Office corres pondence and mailing receipts being heavily rep­
resented among the survivors. Next most common are franks from the Department of the
Interior, followed at a distance by Treasury and War department franks. Relatively few
classic franks have been saved from the remaining departments.

One of the smalles t organiza tions which used penalt y fra nks was the Executive
Office, where the President and his staff sent out very modest amounts of mail. President
Hayes was inaugurated on the very day that penalty franks were first authorized, and
franks from his administration as early as August 1877 have survived. (See Figure 8a, with
an "Official Business" clause now carefully added under the Executive Mansion comer
card.) It appears that Hayes continued to use the remaining stock of Executive stamps on
his personal mail (on the earlier style of envelopes not bearing the "Officia l Business" im­
print), and also purchased regul ar issue stam ps for that purpose . Other Hayes penalty
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Figure 9. Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., October 1902. Postage was added
for transmission to Singapore,but the letter was returned to Washington after the ad­
dressee could not found by the Singapore, Penang and Padang post offices.

franks are known from Janu ary 1878 and January 1879, as is one very early in the admin­
istration of Garfield (Marc h IS, 1881). But soon after his assassination, mourning covers
from the "Office of the President of the United States" appear marked "Official" but with
no penalty clause or supplemental frankin g." Perhaps President Arthur deemed that it was
undignified to imply through the penalty warning suspicions of his staff. Such envelopes
were apparently used without supplementa l postage for official business, and were accept­
ed without objection by the Post Office (see Figure 8b), while personal mail had regular is­
sue stamps affixed . Th e use of these two types of envelopes co ntinued through the
Cleveland, Harri son and McKin ley administrations, but in the admin istration of Theodo re
Roosevelt there was a change. The "Executive Mansion" became the "White House," and
a simplified penalty clause reapp eared on official mail: "Official Business/Penalt y for
Private Use $300." '5

Stamps on Official Mail
In the mid-twentieth century, much official mail carried postage stamps. The depart­

ments and independent agencies had to pay the full cost of air mail, foreign mail and pack­
ages weighing more than four pound s. They also paid special delivery charges, but did not
have to pay for surface transportation of special delivery mail. Department field office s
paid registration fees.16

In the classic period , stamps were less often used on official mail. There was no air
mail , Federal officials made little use of special delivery, and packages went postage-free
regardless of weight. The principal uses of stamps were on foreign mail (Figure 9) and

" Regarding "stampless" official covers, see Rae Ehrenberg, "U nited States: Two Presidential
Covers in 1884 and 1885," Collecto rs Club Philat elist, Vol. 45, No. I, pp. 15- 17; and Rollin C.
Huggins, Jr., "Executive Covers," Offi cial Chattel; November 1987, p. I.

"American Stampless Cover Catalog, Volum e Il, Fourth Edition, 1987, p. 2 16.
"Warren S. Howard , "Penalty Franks and Postage Stamps: U. S. Departmental Mail, 1877­

1957," American Philatelist, January 1985, pp. 42-44.
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Figure 10. Official Registration
a. Department of the Interior, U. S. Land Office, Seattle, December 1889. A 10(l

bank note pays the reg istration fee .
b. Treasury Department, Collector of Internal Revenue, Newark, November 1893

(71 . The reg istration fee had been reduced to 8(l when this cover was mailed.
c. Navy Department, Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, Washington, D.C., Feb.

24, 1886. Free regist ration privilege.
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registered mail (Figures lOaf IOb). After 1879 most foreign mail used regu lar postage
stamps becau se of UPU regu lation s, and after 1884 all of it did. Betwe en 1877 and 1884,
official registered mail had its registra tion fees paid by officia l stamps. In 1884, the depart­
ments in Washing ton, D.C. were given free registration privileges (Figure JOe), but their
field offices continued to pay regis tration fees, using regular postage stamps." An interme­
diate registration ca tegory, rare today, was established by an opi nion of the Attorney
General in 1884: officials assigned to departmen ts in Washington, but travelling into the
field on official bus in ess , co uld re gi ster their mailings free by e ndorsing the m
"Temporarily absent from Washington, D.C." IS

Stamp collectors' orders from the Third Assistant Postmaster General were mai led
from Washington with both registration and first class postage paid by stamps, since sales
to collectors were not considered official business."

Stamps also found their way onto penalty envelopes used for private mail, with
postage added to avoid the $300 fine (see Figure I I). This (mis)use of penalty envelopes
started ear ly and persisted long, as Federa l workers found them a handy substitute for per­
sonal envelopes .

QGrcnsurn @rparf mcnt ,
S ECO ND AUD ITOR'S OFFI C E.

- QPn9U b EU6fXECB•
.Any person oslng tb!s envelope to [\voitl the p:lJDlcJ.lo r

Figure 11. Treasury Department, Second Auditor's Office, Washington, D.C., August 1882.
Used for personal mail with a 2¢ stamp added, and the words "OFFICIAL BUSINESS"
crossed out.

17The number of registered letters and packages mailed free in the District of Columbia in­
creased from less than 40,000 in fiscal year 1884 to more than 230,000 in fiscal 1890, indicating a
considerable use of the free registration privilege granted in 1884. (Annual Report of the Postmaster
General: 1884, p.563 ; 1890, p. 897.) One of the mysteries connected with the classic penalty franks
is where these free registration covers have gone, since they seem to be extreme ly rare. In contrast, a
considerable number of field office registered covers have survived. Perhaps the Washington covers,
lacking stamps, were seldom saved by their recipients.

" Offi cial Opinions of the Attorn ey General, vol. 18, pp. 49-50 ; Postal Laws and Regulations.
1913, sec. 878,p.446.

"Alfred E. Staubus, "Covers Used to Mall Shipments of the Special Printings," Chronicle,
November 1990 , pp. 254-264.
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The Collector's Choices
Collector s can approach the classic penalty franks from different perspectives. The

frank s can be viewed in connection with the Departmental official stamps, whose postal
history is inextricably bound with theirs. Whether a collector is interested in all the depart­
ments, or in some particular department, penalty franks are there carrying mail from the
District of Columbia in 1877-1879 while field offices were still using official stamps, and
then becoming intermingled with official stamps in the fie ld offices between 1879 and July
1884. The War Department embossed envelopes had a brief afterlife beyond Jul y 1884, as
many were converted into penalty franks by letterpress, rubber stamps and stickers ."

The other perspective is to collect penalty franks in their own right , without special
concern for the Departmental stamps which had preceded them and were used along side
them . From that perspective, their history extends many decades beyond 1884. As we have
seen, this is a rich field. There is great diversity in both the form of penalty inscription, and
the overall arrangement of the frank. The periods in which the various departments used
particular form s of the frank are not well documented, providing much opportunity for re­
search. Penalty franks can be collected from an individual department-a rea l challenge in
the case of the smaller departments-or from all departments. If all departments are col­
lected, the collector must then decide how much detail to hand le, in a field that is full of
both major and minor varieties. Hopefully, other collectors will share their knowledge of
the classic penalty frank s in future issues of the Chronicle.21 0

2°Dennis W. Schmidt, M.D., "United States Official Stamped Envelopes," Chronicle, August
1995, pp. 195-196.

" General articles on the subject of early penalty franks include Richard B. Graham, op. cit.;
David N. Grayson, "U. S. Penalty Covers," American Philat elist, April 1980, pp. 333-335; Bob
McDonald, "Brief History of Penalty Mail with Emphasis on Indicia Types," Official Mail Journal,
Ist Quarter 1986, pp. 1-4; G. D. Havas, "United State Official Postal Stationery," The United States
Specialist, November 1982, pp. 485-491.
LETTERS OF GOLD

by Jesse L. Coburn

Winner for Goldfor Literature in all competitions ente red:
Three international and Two National Golds

The absorbing story of the mai ls in California from Spanish control to
1869. Emphasis is placed on the Gold Rush period: mai l routes by sea and
overland, express companies and their markings, illu strated envelopes and
letter sheets, and posta l markings on stampless and stamped mai l.

Over 1,250 photographs, with 16 pages in color, illustrate this fasci­
nating chapter in our nation 's history. Hardbound, 400 pages.

$35. 00 postpaid; please add $5 for foreign address
From: U.S.P.C.S., P.O. Box 445, Wheeling, IL 60090
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
RICHARD F. WINTER. Editor
THE CHICAGO EXCHANGE OFFICE AND
PRE-U.P.U. TRANSATLANTIC M AIL

LEONARD PISZKIEWICZ

Treaties and Markings
The Chicago Post Office became an office for the direct exchange of mail in sealed

bags with foreig n post offices in Decem ber 1859. An addition to the Unite d States-British
mail treaty added Chicago and Detroit as post office s that exchanged mai l with corre­
sponding post offices in Great Britain. Chicago and Detroit were added because of the
ope ning of the Victoria Bridge across the St. Lawrence River at Montreal. This bridge al­
lowed for direct rail transport of mails from Quebec and Portland, Maine, across southern
Canada to Detroit and onwa rd to Chicago. Such rail transport could be made in less than
48 hours. Both Portland and Quebec were chosen as transatlantic steamship termini by the
Montreal Ocean Steamship Company (a Canadian company pop ularly known as the Allan
Line) . Portl and served in the winter month s when the St. Lawrence River was closed by
ice . Portland was also several hundred miles nearer to Great Britain than New York and
saved a day's sailing time. The United States contracted with the Allan Line to carry mails
weekly (de pa rting Saturdays) fro m Portl and in the winte r and Quebec , on the St.
Lawrence River, in the sum mer. These ships were usually considered "American packets"
because the United States paid for their serv ices.

Chicago was added to the lists of exchange offices under several other postal conven­
tions (see Table I) and served as such primarily for transatlantic mails to the Midwest. For
example, the Fre nch convention spec ifica lly called for mail s to and from the states of
Ill inois, Wisconsin, Mi nnesota, Iowa and Missouri an d the territories of Kansas and
Nebraska, I al tho ugh not all foreign mail to or fro m those locat ions travel ed via the
Chicago exc hange office . So me of that mail was exchange d through the New York and
Boston offices, probably taking advantage of sailing schedules to minim ize delivery time.

Table 1. Chicago as an Exchange Office
Postal Convention Effective From
Great Britain December 1859
France April 1861
Prussia May 186 1
North Germ an Union "'J anuary 1868
Denmark Decemb er 187 1
Sweden-Norway July 1873

The establishment of Chicago as an exchange office under a number of different
postal conve ntions required new pos tal mark ings. Trac ings of the known Chicago ex­
change office mark ings, with observed dates of use and color, are show n at the end of this
articl e. The circular mark ings are arranged according to the lettering arou nd the top of the
circ ular date stamp (CDS), beginn ing with the longest legend (CHICAGO ILL.AM.PKT),
followed by devices used as credit, debit and auxiliary markings. Where the circular mark­
ings indicate a packet service, only "American Packet" is found (unlike the practice in
New Yor k , Bo s ton , e tc .), si nce mos t of the tr an sat lant ic mai l proce sse d by

'George E. Hargest, History of Letter Post Communication Between the United States and
Europe, 1845-1875 (Washingto n, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 197 1), p. 137.
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the Chicago exchange office was conveyed by the Allan Line as an American packet ser­
vice. After 1868 , clos ed mai l service under the North German Union, Denmark and
Sweden-Norway postal conventions traveled on German steamship lines from New York.
By this time, however, the packet service was no longer an accounting consideration and
did not appear in the exchange office CDS.

The Chicago exchange office markings served several purposes and often are confus­
ing in their application. The circular markings were generally used for indicating rates,
whether mail was prepaid or not, and as indicators of debits or credits to the posta l system
receiving the mail pieces . There is no genera l rule that can be applied to determine the
meaning of a circular marking present on a given cover, however, since the various postal
conventions had different requirements for marki ng mail. Handstamps created for one
postal convention were sometimes used under a different convention if the value was cor­
rect. This will be demonstrated later in cover examples. Some of the CDS are observed
without dates, and, in general, such undated markings indicate debits and credi ts, but not
always. Likewise, dated CDS usually indicated rates. The markings were color-coded, ap­
plying universally to all postal conventions to which the U.S. was a party. Red markings
indicated a prepaid rate or a credit to the receiving postal system. Blue and black markings
indicated postage unpaid and due from the recipient or a debit to (i.e., amount to be col­
lected from) the receiving postal system.

Prior to the treaty revisions of 1868, each mail piece was accounted for separately
and accounts were settled at intervals by the treaty parties. Subsequently, accounting be­
tween treaty parties was based on the bulk weight of mail exchanged. Consequently, mark ­
ings before 1868 almost always include a number (rate, credit, debit ) while after that date
they almost never include a number. Except ions to the latter are seen on a handful of cov­
ers, such as those to Scandinavia, where accounting for transit beyond the host postal con­
vention country was required .

The INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAID marking (No. 530) is alway s seen on outbound
mail (to various destinations, including Canada) bearing only part of the required postage .
Since partial payment was not acceptable under the pre-l 868 postal conventions, postage
on letters not fully paid was ignored. Post-l 868 treaties allowed partially paid mail to be
forwarded.

The so-called "depreciated currency" markings (Nos. 550-570) appeared shortly af­
ter "greenbacks" were issued to finance the Civil War, and which soon began selling at a
discount from face value in gold coin. This situation lasted until the late 1870s but peaked
during 1863-65. All greenback currency was finally redeemed by 1879. Since rates were
set by treaty in terms of gold, premiums were necessary for addressees paying postage on
incoming unpaid letters in deprec iated greenbacks. These conversions were recalc ulated
with the arrival of each mail as the discounts for greenback currency varied in the financial
markets, sometimes daily.'

The depreciated currency markings were most likely made by devices with remov­
able numbers that were made up as needed to mark postage due as the value of greenbacks
varied (as did also the due charges on incoming mail piece s). Circu lar markings (No. 550)
were short-lived and are very scarce from Chicago, with only four examples reported thus
far. Types No. 560 and 570 were in use for much longe r periods, with more than one de­
vice observed for each type. It is to be expected that the Chicago exchange office had du­
plicate devices of the se types , since most other commonly used postmarkers in the
Chicago Post Office were also procured as duplicate or multip le devices .

Covers
Surviving covers handled by the Chicago exchange office in the pre-U.P.U. period

show a preponderance of mail sent under the United States-British conven tion .

'For a short history of this depreciated currency period , see Hargest, op. cit., pp. 184-88.
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Figure 1. Blue CHICAGO AM. PKT./24/AUG 30 [1863] CDS, blue IN U.S. NOTES/27 of
Chicago, black 3/CENTS British debit marking on unpaid cover from Pembroke Dock,
England to Janesville, Wisconsin. Carried by Allan Line North American from
Londonderry to Ouebec. (Cover courtesy of Bruce Hazelton)

Figure 2. Red CHICAGO AM. PKT./24 PAID/JUL 17 [1862] CDS, red ms. "2'" (crayon)
British credit marking on prepaid cover from Penrith, England to Cherry Grove, Illinois.
Carried by Allan Line Norwegian from Liverpool to Quebec .
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Examination of more than one hundred covers found in private collec tions and publi c
sources (e.g., auction catalogs) show the following approximate distribution by mail con­
vention: Great Britain, 60%; France , 10%; Prussia, 10%; North German Union, 15%; oth­
er, 5%. These percentages are comparable to the relative volumes of mail handled by U.S.
exchange offices as a whole as recorded in the Report s of the Postmaster General from
1860 to 1873.

Examples of covers that were exchanged through the Chicago exchange office illus­
trate how some of the markings were used. Figures 1-3 show covers exchanged between
Chicago and Great Britain. Note that each cover shows a Chicago markin g containing the
number "24." The Figure I cover was unpaid. On arrival in Chicago, the cover was marked
in blue with the CDS contain ing the rate 24¢ (equal to 12 pence) as the postage due. The
circul ar IN U.S. NOTES127 marking indicated the amount of postage due (27¢) in depreci­
ated greenback currency. The Figure 2 cover was properly prepaid one rate by the pair of 6
pence stamps and was marked CHICAGO AM.PKT.l24 PAID in red, indicating full pre­
payment. A British credit to the United States of2 1¢ was written in red crayon.

Figure 3. Red CHICAGO ILL./PAID 24 undated circular credit marking on double rate
(2x33¢1 cover from Sheboygan, Wis. FEB 19 1863 to Australia, endorsed "via
Southampton." Carried by Allan Line Nova Scotian from Portland, Maine to Liverpool.
Backstamped Melbourne May 10 1863 and Rokewood, Victoria May 12.

The Figure 3 cover bears a red CHICAGO ILL/PAID 24 markin g, but its function on
this letter to Australia was very different from that in Figure 2. This cover required some
analysis . First, consultation with rate tables for the I860s3 shows that the letter rate to
Australia in 1863, via Southampton (i.e., via the Allan Line American packet service to
Britain and British mail to Australia) was 33¢ per half ounce. Thus, the 66¢ prepayment
(2x30¢ + 2x3¢) indicated a double rate letter. Of each 33¢, 2 1¢ was retained by the United
States for inland and sea postage. The remaining 12¢ was credited to Great Britain for
transport of the letter to Austral ia. On this double rate letter, 24¢ was credited to Great
Britain and the CHICAGO ILLIPAID 24 CDS used was a credit marking, while the stamps
served to indicate the rate paid.

T harles J. Starnes , United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations 1847 to GPU-UPU,
rev. ed.(LouisvilIe, Ky.: Leonard H. Hartmann, 1989), p. 5.
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Figure 4. Red CHICAGO AM. PKT./3 PAID/OCT 17 [18601 CDS, black CHICAGO/Ills/OCT 18
[1860] DCDS with attached grid canceling 24C 1857 issue. Carried by Allan Line North
Briton from Quebec to Londonderry. Received London OC 31 60. (Cov er courtesy of
Seymour Stiss)

A single rate prepaid letter to Grea t Britain is shown in Figure 4. Paid the single let­
ter rate of 24¢, the letter was marked with a red CHICAGO AM.PKT.l3 PAID credit mark­
ing.

An unusual and attract ive cover handled under the United States-Great Britain postal
convention is show n in Fig ure 5. While most covers handled by Chicago under this agree ­
ment show exc hange office marki ngs with CHICAGO, covers exis t tha t were certainly
handled by the Chicago exchange office but that only bear credit or debit markings (show n
as markings No. 5 10 and 520). The 3/CENTS marking is always seen in red on fully pre­
paid covers to Gre at Britain and represented a credit to Grea t Britain for their portion of
the 24¢ total postage per half ounce paid (in effect until 1868). On the other hand, the
2 1/CENTS marking (see Fig ure 5) is always seen in blue on unpaid covers to Grea t Britain
and represe nted a debit owed to the United State s by Grea t Britain from postage collected
fro m the addressee. Mos t covers bearing these markings lack a Chicago CDS. The conclu­
sion that the markings were indeed applied by the Chicago exchange office is based on
s trong circums tan ti al evidence that has been discu ssed by Rich ard Wi nter in the
Chronicle. 4

Figure 6 shows a very unusual usage. This cover was prepaid 80 centimes, the cor­
rect rate for a qu arter ounce letter sent und er the Uni ted States- Fre nc h co nvention.
However, it was sent by open mail to England and then by closed mail to the Chicago ex­
change office, probably departing on the Allan Line stea mer Canadian' and arriving in
Chicago April 11, 1861. At first glance it might appear that the French dispatching office
may have been confused as to the proper method of transit, since the Chicago office was
not to become an exchange office for French mail until Apri l 1, 186 1, nine days after this
letter was posted . However, this wou ld not have prevented it from being sent by French
closed mail to New York or Boston. If one assumes that this letter was rated and handled
properly, there is a scenario that explains the handling of this cover. If this letter weighed
more than 71h grams but not more than 15 grams, it would have been properly prepaid to
England at 40 centimes per 71h grams. The cover was considered paid to destination as far
as Great Brit ain and was marked in Paris with a small boxed PO in red (bare ly visible un­
der the Chicag o CDS). Since the cover was not mark ed with a cre di t to the U.S. by

' Richard F. Winter, "British Mail s Via the Chicago Exchange Office: Unus ua l Credi t and
Debit Markings," Chronicle 130: 138-41.

"Transatlantic sai ling data are take n fro m Walter Hubbard and Richard F. Winte r, Nort h
At lantic Mail Sailings 1840-1875 (Canto n, Ohio: U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, 1988).
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Figure 5. Blue 21/CENTS credit marking of Chicago on unpaid single rate letter from
Cambria, Wisconsin to St. Asaph, Wales. Carried by Allan Line Anglo-Saxon from Quebec
to Londonderry. Black 1/ [one shilling) postage due marking and DE 12 62 receiving
markings of St . Asaph. (Cover courtesy of Richard F. Winter)

Figure 6. Blue CHICAGO AM. PKT./21/APR 11 (1861) CDS, red LONDON MR 25 PAID, small
red boxed PO (under Chicago CDS) on cover from Dinan, France. Backstamped Brest to
Paris traveling post office. Open mail from Paris to London, closed bag service via Allan
Line Canadian /I to Portland, Maine.
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either France or Great Bri tain, the cover was rated upon arr ival in Chicago as an unp aid
single weight letter ('12 oun ce)" under the United States-Great Britain treaty for the part of
the postage that was due to the U.S., 2 1¢. Great Britain co nsidered its internal postage as
paid by the French mailer. Th is cover is in contrast to the ordinary unpaid (or underp aid )
lett er originating in Great Br itain , which required a co mpo ne nt of 3¢ Br iti sh inte rna l
postage in addition to the 16¢ sea postage and 5¢ U.S . intern al postage, a total of 24¢ .

Th e folded letter shown in Figure 7 is an exa mple of an unp aid lett er carried by
closed mail from Pari s to Ch icago under the United States-France convention. The blue
CHICAGO ILL./1 5 CDS indicated a sing le lett er rate fro m France of 15¢ per quart er
ounce . The letter was carried in a sealed bag from Paris to London , thence via the Allan
Line ship Mora vian from Londonderry, Ireland to Quebe c, and finall y by train to Chicago.
In Chicago the cover was marked with the CDS indicatin g the rate in blue as postage due
(l5¢ in gold coin)"and the equivalent in greenback currency: 21/U.S. NOTES. Pari s debit­
ed the Unit ed States 12¢, written ju st to the left of the Pari s CDS. The boxed "Br Service"
mark in g indicated th at the letter was carried at the ex pe nse of the French via Great
Britain. ' The United States-France convention of 1857, Article XII,8 provided that the re­
ceiving office mark incoming mail with a stamp "showing the way in which such mails
sha ll have been for warded ." Since all French convention mail for the Chicago excha nge
office was carried via Eng land, then according to treaty Art icle XII the "Br Service" mark­
ing should have been applie d "in red ink on corresp onden ce tran smitted by wa y of
England ." In practice, however, on mail coming through the Chi cago exchange office , the
markin g is found in both red and blue, with the color on a given cover being the same as
that of the Chi cago rec eiving CDS .

A cover mailed und er the United States-Prussian convention is shown in Figure 8.
This single rate letter ('12 ounce or less) was sent unpaid and rated at 30¢ (ms. "3 0") at
Peru , Illinois. Under the Pru ssian convention, the United States was entitled to 23¢ of the
30¢ due on thi s sing le rate letter, therefore the Chi cago excha nge office marking in blue
showed a debit to Pru ssia of 23¢. The manuscript "45" indicated 45 kreuzer or 13 silber­
grosc hen (North German curre ncy) was to be co llec ted from the addressee (equivalent to
30¢) . Apparently an additional 2 kreutzer local charge was added to the postage due as the
cover shows a red "47" below the "45." Thi s letter could have been prepaid, in which case
the rate would have been the prepaid rate of 28¢ and the cover would have been marked
with a red credit ma rking indi cating 7 PAID.

While Chicago exchange office markings of the 1860 s usually stated rate s and cred­
its/debits, markings introduced in the 1870 s shifted predominantly to PAID , UNPAID or
DIRECT wording. Figure 9 shows a cover carried under the United States-North German
Union convention with a red recei ving mark that is more informative in a general sense
than a simple number marking, reading CHICAGO PAID ALL/DIRECT. The word DI­
RECT indicated transit by steamships that operated directly between New York and
Germany. Rates on these lett ers were lowe r than on those rout ed via England. Thi s cover

·U.S.-Great Britain convention did not provide for quarter-ounce rates as did the U.S.-France
convention.

'Additional articles to the United States-France convention of 1857, effective I April 1861,
established new exchange offices for French mails at Chicago, Detroit and Portland. These offices
were to exchange mails by the Canadian packets only. Also, the convention articles which applied to
British packets were to apply to mails conveyed by the Canadian packets as well. This created the
unusual situation, for French mails only, whereby letters were carried on packets under contract to
the United States government (the Canadian Allan Line steamships) but were considered by the
convention to be British packets for accounting purposes. For this reason the boxed "Br Service"
marking was applied in Chicago even though the letter was carried on an "American packet."

"Report of the Postma ster General 1857, Wierenga reprint, pp. 1026-27.
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Figure 7. Blue CHICAGO IlL./15/JUl 7 [1865] CDS, blue 21/U.S. NOTES, blue boxed "Br
Service," black ms. " 12" French debit marking on closed mail folded letter from Paris,
France to St. louis, Missouri. Carried by Allan line Moravian from liverpool to Quebec.
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Figure 8. Blue CHICAGO ILL. AM. PKT./23 debit marking on unpaid letter from Peru ,
Illinois (JUl 21 [1862]) to Stettin, Wurttemberg. Carried by Allan line Norwegian from
Quebec to londonderry. Blue ms. "45" [kreuzer] due for international rate. Two kreutzer
additional local postage for a total postage due of 47 kreuzer, marked in red crayon.
(Cover courtesy of Seymour Stiss)
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Figure 9. Red CHICAGO PAID ALL/DIRECT/FEB 1 (1871) CDS on prepaid cover from Alt
Rudnitz, Germany via Hamburg to Rolling Prairie, Wisconsin . Carried by HAPAG Line
Holsatia from Hamburg to New York.

Figure 10. Red CHICAGO/ILL./APR 3 (1875) CDS, red Hamburg CDS, red ms. "25" [pfen­
nige) rate marking (crayon) on folded letter from Hamburg , Germ any to Janesville,
Wisconsin. Carried by HAPAG Line Westphalia from Hamburg to New York .
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origi nated in Alt Rudnitz (about 50 miles east of Berlin ) on January 5, 1871, and traveled
via Ha mburg, depart ing Janu ary 15 on the HAPAG (Hamburg American Line) ship
Holsatia, arrivi ng at New York on January 28 . It was marked as received at Chicago
February I. It was prepaid 3 silbergroschen (equivalent to 7¢), the single rate by steamer
directly to New York.

A particularly nondescript and uninformative Chicago receiving mark is shown on
the cover in Figure 10. This CHICAGOIILL. CDS looks ide ntica l to those used by the
Chicago Mailing Division during that time, with cut cork cancelers attached. During the
pre-Ll.Rl.l. period, these markings were always struck in red, were always on prepaid mail
(as most international mail was by this time), both inbo und and outbound, and seem to
have served only to indica te that the particular letter or card transited throug h the Chicago
exchange office. This practice cont inued well into the 1880s. Th is letter was prepaid 25
pfennige (marke d in red crayon and equivalent to 6¢), the single rate by direct stea mer un­
der the North German Union convention in 1875.

Thanks to Richard F. Winter for many contributions of data to this study and useful
comments on this manuscript. 0
STUCK?
Have you been STUCK with faked, fraudulent,

forged , or otherwise counterfeit U.S. related
philatelic material? Let us help you turn a

disappointing situation into something positive, for
yourself and the welfare of your hobby.

DONATE YOUR SPURIOUS PHILATELIC
MATERIAL TO THE

U. S . Phila t eli c Cl ass i cs S ociety
Stam p & Cover Repository & A nalys is Program

(S.C.R.A.P.)
To arrange a potentially tax deductible donation, contact:

Michael J. Brown p.o. Box 300
S.C.R.A.P. Administrator Lightfoot, VA 23090

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society Telephone: (757) 565-4414
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25mm.
Red: 1 Aug 61 -11 Jun 70

27 ITIITI.

Red: 27 Jun 72 - 6 Oct 73

25 ITIITI.

Red: 29 Aug 61 - 7 Sep 63

25 mm. 25 nvn. 25 ITIITI.

Red: 12 May 72 - 14 May 74 Blue: 27 Aug 61 - 19 Jun 64 Blue: 15 May 61 - 16 Oct 63

25 mm. 25 mm. 25 ITIITI.

Red: 11 Apr 60 - 23 Mar 71 Red: 7 Mar 60 - 3 Apr 61 Blue: 14 Apr 60 - 31 Jan 66
Black: 23 Mar 67

140

CHICAGO AM . PKT.
5

Red: 9 Jul74

25 ITIITI.

Red: May 72

25 ITIITI.

Blue: 9 Aug 60 - 23 Mar 67
Black: 24 Oct 67
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Blue: 10 Aug 60 • 18 Jul 67 Red: 23 Jan 60 _7 Feb 66 Black: 27 Sep 60
Black : 18 Oct 67

25 mn. 24 mn. 27 mn.
Blue: 5 Mar 64 Blue: 31 Dec 61 - 28 Jul 64 Red: 21 May 72 - 13 Apr 78

Black: 13 Mar 71 - 22 May 71

27 mn. 26 mm. 25 mn.
Blue: 12 Mar 73 - 24 Sep 75 Red: 4 Nov 73 Black: 19 Dec 65
Black: 25 Nov 77 - 11 Jan 85 Blue: 17 Feb 73 - 30 Oct 73

Black: 26 Jun 73

260 270

25mm. 25mm.
Red: 25 May 70 - 25 Sep 72 Blue: 4 Oct 60

Red: 12 May 70

25mn.
Blue: 9 Jan 63 - 5 Mar 66
Black: 13 Nov 85 - Mar 66
Red: 9 Feb 74
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290

CHICAGO ILL.
12

Black: 8 Jun 67 25mn.
Red: Jan 62 - 8 Apr 68

25mm.
Blue: Mar 65 - 7 Jul 65

330

25 mn. 25 mm.
Red: 16 Jul 81 - 25 May 63 Red: 18 Jul 61 - 24 Jan 69

25mm.
Red: 13 Sep 62

360

CHICAGO ILL.
GERMAN TRANSIT

Red: 11 Feb 75
25mm.

Red: 19 Feb 63 • 22 Jul 85
25mn.

Red: 18705

J80

27mm.
Red: 1871

410

26 rrsn,
Blue: 6 Sep 62 - 23 Jul 64
Black: 23 Jul 68 - 22 May 71

420

24 rrsn,
Black: 27 5ep 68 - 7 Mar 70
Blue: Sep 73 - 17 Feb 74
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26 nm.
Red: 13 May 74 - 3 Apr 75

27 mm.
Red : 10 Nov 74

530

26nm.
Red: Apr 70 - 15 May 70

510

Red: 13 Aug 61 · 3 J un 67

540

23mm.
Red: 14 Apr 70 - 26 Sep 71

520

Blue: 7 Jan 62 • 19 May 64

~\~\\ffl C/fN~l
~ PREPAID r

Blue: 27 Se p 60 - 5 Ma r 66
Black: 13 Aug 66 - 8 Jun 67 Red : 19 Jul 61 - 13 Sep 62

Blue: 6 Sep 62 • 7 Jul 65

550 560

21
U.S.NOTE S

570

U.S CURRENCY

13
Blue: 13 Aug 63 - 31 Oct 63

(#5 = 27.28,39.80 )
Blue: 28 Feb 64 - 7 Jul 65
Black: 24 Oct 67 - 22 May 71

('s =11,13.18,20 ,21,22 ,24,
27,28,31,36,39,44 ,53,70)

Black: 31 Aug 72 ·21 Jul 87
Blue: 12 Mar 73 - 8 Nov 76

('s = 5,6,7.8.10 .11,12.13,14,
16,16,24)
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GUIDO CRAVERI

is buying at top prices

1847 issue
(covers only)

and 1851 issue (covers only)
used in

Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Mexico,
Oregon, Oklahoma, Utah and Washington Territories

Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Missour i, Texas and Wisconsin cancellations

Rail Road cancellations
Waterway usages and cancellations

Way cancellations and foreign destinations
and unusual covers

Please send your offer by fax or mail with the price requested.
Our fax no. is:

011.41.91.6494294

(Please do not send original items without prior notification)

GUIDO CRAVERI
HARMERS AUCTIONS SA

Via Pocobelli , 16. CH-6815 MELIDE, Swit zerla nd
Tel: al l. 41.91. 649.4 2.85 Fax: all. 41.9 1. 649.4 2.94
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THE COVER CORNER
RAYMOND w. CARLIN, Assoc. Editor
ADDITIONAL ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE 177
Sinc e no responses were received to the three problem co ver s in Chronicle 177, your

editor provided his own opinions in Chronicle 178. This prompted the following informa­
tion from two of our well known authors:

The cover in Figure 1 caught the attention of Theron Wieren ga , who write s:
This envelope is addressed to Augustine W. Hale, Esq. (Care of "New England

Mining and Trading Company"), San Francisco, California . This address is an interest­
ing one and leads to further details of the cover and its possible route. This cover pre­
sents just the sort of puzzle I enjoy. Here is my thinking.

The cover is addressed to a member of the New England Minin g and Trading
Compan y. Howe, in his Argonauts of '49, lists thi s company as the New England
Mining and Trading Association. It sailed from Boston on February I, 1849 on the ship
Lenore, H.H. Greene master and president. The passage was 149 days, and there were
100 in the company. From this, Mr. Hale must have arrived at San Franci sco at the very
end of June, 1849.

If this letter had been mailed at Boston or elsewhere on the east coast, it would
have received a townmark along with the 80 cent rate due the addressee. As it was in­
scribed "By Steamer via Chagres & Panama" it doesn't appear to have originated on
the Isthmu s of Panama. The most probable origin is Havana, and this is somewhat
borne out by the light pencil "Sr. Bullof?", Sr. being the Spanish abbreviation for Senor.
In addition, 80 cents is double the 40 cent Pacific Coast rate and covers are recorded
carried by steamer from Havana to San Francisco and rated at the full Pacific Coast rate
or multiples. Steamship covers originating in Havana and carried to San Francisco are
fairly scarce. San Francisco often did not add a townmark to steamship mail, even into
the early 1850s.

The date for this letter is a little harder. The manuscript note "by p. Aug 20th"
could either by 1849 or 1850, the 40 cent rate ending on July I, 1851. As most mining
companies did not stay together long after landing in California, 1849 is probably the
better guess.

The 50 cent manuscript rate is the real puzzle. This rate (if it is a rate) was writ­
ten with a different instrument than the 80, and was crossed out at the time the 80 rate
was added at San Francisco and therefore must have been written before the 80. I can
think of no 50 cent rate that San Francisco would place on any steamship mail during
thi s period. If a doubl e rate, the single rate for thi s would be 25 ce nts, and the
steamship rates of this period were 10, 12'12, 20, 30 and 40 cents. One can dream up all
sorts of odd speculations, but they are simply that, speculations.
Dick Wint er sta tes tha t he has lon g been puzzled by a handful of covers similar to

that in Figure 2 from England to New York. "Eac h was endorsed to go on Inman steamers
and each was overpaid the treaty rate wh en the steame r carried no contract mail s . Eac h
was from a large comme rcial firm and it doesn 't make sense that businesses, who certainly
knew the prevailing rates , would intentionally overpay that much on their mails ."
THE PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE 178
Th e problem co ver for the May Chronicl e 178 had only one side shown, the obverse.

Th e reverse side did not ge t printed. So , thi s problem cover is being repeated.
Figures 3 and 4 show the obv er se and reverse of a cover to St. Petersburg, submitted

by Bill Ain sworth. It was lot #640 in the Robert Kau fman auction #68, July 14, 1990 and
wa s described as foll ows:

6¢ dull pink # 159 tied by 3 bar cancel on 1873 cover to Russia with missing
stamp either removed or fallen off in transit. Russian CDS where stamp was, cover
readdressed within country (pmks on back); interesting usage.
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Figure 1. Cover to San Francisco endorsed Via Chagres & Panama

Figure 2. Front and back of 1860 cover from London to New York
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Figure 3. Obverse of 1873 cover to St. Petersburg, Russia, with missing stamp

Figure 4. Reverse of St. Petersburg cover showing forwarding
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The cover is an embossed Phi lade lphia corner ca rd enve lope . The stamp is canceled
and tied by three crude black bars. A red "NEW YORK I SE I 24 I 4" CD S, a red "Wfr,
1112" handstamp, blue crayon mar ks (one where stamp is missing), and a line in manu script
complete the markings on the front. The back has what app ears to be the forwarding ad­
dress in Russian at the top , two S. Petersburg CDSs with dates of "3 0 HOR 73" and "27
CEH 1873", a Ru ssian notati on at the bottom, and an overinked indecipherable blue oval.

The qu estion s are:
I) W hat was the correct rate? Explain the rate mark ings on the cover.
2) Where was the 6¢ stamp cance led? Is this a NY FM cancel?
3) What was the valu e of the missing stamp?
4) Was the missin g stamp removed accid entally or purposefull y?
5) Expl ain the Ru ssian manu scr ipt writings on face and back, and also the dates in

the Ru ssian CD Ss.
6) Ident ify the blue oval backstamp and its purpose.
PROBLEM COVER FOR ISSUE 179
Greg Sutherland sen ds in the cover in Figure 5, which is a printed circular by the

Vermo nt Ce ntral Railroad for "Proposals for Sa le of Mortgage Bonds," dated No v. 15,
185 I. It is han dstamped " PAID" and was posted "BOSTON. I 19 I NOV I 2 cts," both
mark ings in red . Th e datestam p appears (with the same date!) as No. 593 in Blake-D avis
Boston Postmarks to J890 with usage listed from " 1/14/50 to 11/1 715 I on drop letters; on
printed circulars from Boston after 7/115 I ."

But the rate for printed circulars, handbills, and other printed matter from Jul y I,
185 I to Sept ember 30, 1852 was only I¢ per ounce for not ove r 500 miles, which certainly
incl uded the address in Londond erry, N.H. How can the 2¢ paid be co rrect?

It hardl y seems that it has been three years since Scott Gallagher introduced me as
his Assoc iate Editor of the Chronicle Cover Comer. Scott was a business and phil atelic
friend, as we ll as a grea t mentor to those of us who did not have the know ledge and re­
sources which he freel y shared. Sco tt took great pride and enjoy ment fro m his role of
Co ver Co rner Editor for ove r 20 years. He will certainly be missed and remem bered.

* * * * * * *
Please se nd yo ur answers to these problem covers, and any furth er discussion of pre­

vious answers to other problem covers, with in two weeks of receiving yo ur Chronicle. The
"go to press" deadline for the November Cover Corner is October 10, 1998. I can receive
ma il at 90 68 Fontaineblea u Terrace , Cincinnati, Ohio 45231, as well as by Fax at (5 13)
96 54474 (Note : thi s is a new FAX number).

We need so me new ex amples of problem covers for Th e Cover Co rner. We have suc­
cessfull y ex perime nted with using copi es of covers produced by high reso lution copiers,
eithe r in black and white or in color, instead of requi ring black and white photo graphs.
This should make it easier to submit cove rs . Please send two copies of each cover, inclu d­
ing the rever se if it has significant markings. It is also im portant to identi fy the co lor of
markings on co vers submitted in black and white. Thanks. 0
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Figure 5. 1851 cover with enclosed circular by the Vermont Central Railroad
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YOUR AD HERE FOR 50¢ A LINE

Send payment to: Richard M. W ro na, P.O. Box
7631, McLean, VA 22106-7631. Next Dead line:
October 5, 1998.
CLAS
WANTED : Car ri age, wag on, harn ess, l ivery
stab le, blacksmit h, al l horse go ods - advert is­
ing covers, trade cards , post car ds , letter­
heads, cata logs, nam epla tes, m edals, tokens
etc . All types of pape r, cell ulo id or metal ad­
vert i s i ng it em s . Myron Huffman , 12409
Wayne Trac e, Hoa g land , IN 467 45, 219-639­
3290 . (183)

WANTED: Comm on stampless cove rs in large
quantities . U.S . on ly. W rite with descr ip tion
Don Ni cos o n , P.O . Box 2495 , Phoe n ix A Z
85002. (180)

WANTED-AUCTION CATALOGS: Harmer
Roo ke, N.Y., 1940-49; H.R. Harmer, N.Y., 1941
49; Rob er t A. S i eg e l 1931 -48 ; Dani el F
Kell eher, 1937-60 ; H.R. Harmer, London, 1925­
69; Robson Lowe, London, 1936-76. Also any
Col onel G r een sales, 194 2-4 6, an y o
Sylvester Colby 's literat ure sales , and all sales
of Fred Kessl er. Dan Barber, P.O. Box 23055
Lansing , MI 48909. (184)

51.00 PAID FOR EACH f ront and back ph oto
copy of 1860 t hr u 1868 24¢ (sing le or with
ot he rs ) co ver. Census be i ng con du ct ed. E
M an go ld , Box 380 , J ackso nville VT 053 42
(179)

ESSAY-PROOF COLLECTORS ONLINE. Th e
on ly we bsi te ded icated to the interest s of col
lectors of Essays and Proofs of U.S. Postag e
and Reve nu e stam ps. Pl ease v is i t u s at
http//www. essayp roof.net. (181)

WANTED: Cover s add res sed to H. B. Shaw
A lfred , M E, peri o d 18 66-1885. Si dn ey W
Emery, 7 Howard St., Spr ingvale, ME 04083
(179)
240
THE
FANCY CANCEL

SPECIALIST

Send $2.00 (stamps OK)
for color photo lists
of fancy cancels and

choice stamps 1851-1890.
Tell me your interests.

STEVEN HINES
P.O. Box 422

MONEE IL 60449
(708) 534-1023
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For the postal historian...

THE FULL LIBRARY OF THERON WEIRENGA
TITLES Is Now AVAILABLE FROM US.

Unavailabl for a number of years, these impor­
tant titles contain original data on American postal
history. Here is your unique opportunity to acquire
these vital reference titles. We own the entire re­
maining stock of them.

• American State Papers. Post Office Depart­
ment : 1799-1833. Small atlas-sized volume; includes
various listings of P.O.' from 1799 to 1830. Has
wide variety of reports & documents on the USPOD;
wealth of early postal history . $85.00.

• Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A., 1832
and 1843. These are two important handbooks from
the stampless period, bound into one volume. Very
difficult to obtain. $40.00.

• The U.S. Postal Guide and Official Advertiser,
1850 to 1852. Complete run in 2 vols; rare monthly
periodical, few original copies exist outside Library
ofCongress . Along with postal information there are
Executive Dept. notices, Appointments by the Presi­
dent, Consuls Recognized by the State Dept. , Reports
of Secretary of War, Navy, Postmaster General, new
postmasters & locations. Rare source for postal his­
tory student, genealogist and historian. Only 37 sets
left. $100.00.

• Pratt 's Post Office Directory: 1850. Very ac­
curate list of P.O.'s dur ing the 1847 era; also contains
foreign postage tables for the new British Postal Con­
vention of 1849. $35.00.

• Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A.: 1852.
New handbook issued after the rate changes of 1851.
Also contains newspaper clipping file about postal
laws and foreign mail rates. $45.00.

Shipping & handling: $3
first book, $1 for each

additional book. VISA and
MasterCard accepted.

Get our newest philatelic literature
catalog #26! Only $5 refundable

with purchase. Call, write, fax or e­
mail us today! Attn: Dept CL.

• Colton's Post Office DIrectory.: 1856. Unique
volume contain s 25,000 + post offices with postmas­
ters' names, showing revenue of each office. This is
important source data to assist in judging the relative
scarcity of townmarks from various states. $45 .00.

• List of Post Offices, Postal Laws & Regulations
of U.S.A.: 1857. Wonderful handbook; contains list
of P.O.'s and P.L.&R .'s . This volume was first pro­
duced after the French Postal Con vention of 1857 &
has up-to-date foreign postage tables including French
mail rates. $40.00.

• List of P.O. 's in the U.S.A.: 1862. List of post
offices specifies those under Confederate control. Also
several important P.O.D.-issued pamphlets of 1861,
1863,1 864 & 1865. $55.00.

• Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A.: 1866.
First P.L.&R . after the Civil War and first since 1859.
Much excellent information with updat ed foreign mail
rates. $55.00.

• U.S. Incoming Steamship Mail by Th eron
Weirenga, 1983. 242 pgs. Hardbound. Important di­
rectory of date s and time s of all incoming foreign
steamship mail in the 19th century . Vital postal his­
tory source. Illustrated. $45.00.

• The Gold Rush Mail Agents To California,
1849-52 by Theron Weirenga. Detailing the vital com­
munications to/from the California mining boomtowns.
Illustrated . 288 pgs. $40.

E-Mail: philately2@earthlink.net
Website: www.jameslee.com
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