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PUBLI C AUCTI ON WHICH REALIZED IN EXCESS O F O NE MILLION DOLLARS

US no. 22, used,
Sco tt $375

realized $1,265

US no. 96, o.g., I.h.,
Scott $1,750

realized $4,025

US no. 63b, o.g., I.h.,
Scott $450

realized $1,840

U S no. 315
Scherma ck Private Vending
Mach ine Co il type II, o.g.•

Scott S3,500, realized $10,350

U S no. 67, used,
Scott $660

realized s1,725

US no FI, n.h,
Scott SI lO

realized S552

Other Realizations Include:
US no. 136 l.h . realized $1,150, US no . 154 used realized $552, US no . 211D
ex . Lilly realized S13,800, US no. 233a n.h. fine realized S15,525, US no . 239
block of eight, dist. OG realized 2,415, US no . 245 l.h . realized $5,175, US
no . 437 plate block l.h. realiz ed $1,800, US no. 480 plate block n. h. realized

$5,750, US no. 20 on cover to Italy realized $978
PLU S stro ng prices for additio nal U S classic stam ps and postal histor y, as

well as intact US and Worldwide collections and accu mulations.

You have spent co nsiderable financia l reso urce s building your co llection. When you have decided to se ll
your hold ings, please allow us to present your stamps and postal history in one of our magnificent and

extreme ly attractive auction ca talogues . We offe r reasonable commiss ions and provide prompt settleme nt 35 days
after the auction. For inquires, please ca ll Brian Bleck wen n.

Spink America 55 East 59th St ., 4th Floor, NY , NY 1002 2 te l: 212 546 1087 fax: 212 750 5874
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The One Cent Magenta
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Looking for a professional
who shares your passion for collecting?

Glad to meet you.

Our clients sometimes

wonder why we get so excited

about a superb stamp, a rare

cancellation, or an unusual

So , how can our passion

benefit you?

Think about it. In any

field, the best professionals

have it in their blood.
..."";;~,...,,..'- ' . -'. Sports , music ,

medicine... stamps.

When you want

the best, you want

someone who loves
. <.

• / ' .. , - " _.' ,. r- ."'" ~ ".. /-. / .

what they do, because

their enthusiasm and

experience will work for you.

Sure, there are stamp

firms who can do the job by

the book. But the philatelists at

Siegel have something the other

guys don't.

Passion.

cover.

The answer? We

love stamps.

In fact, if we

weren't America's

premier stamp

auctioneers , we would

probably be America's premier

stamp collectors.
Each auction is like our

own collection. We hunt for

the best material. We carefully

present it in one of our award

winning catalogues. And when

it's done , we get to start again!

AU CTION GALLERIES, INC.

For information about our auctions or to request a copy of
the next sale catalogue and newsletter , please write to :

Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. (Dept. CS)
65 East 55th Street , New York, NY 10022.

Telephone (212) 753-6421. Fax (212) 753-6429 .

For on-line catalogues and prh ate tr eaty offerings, please visit our website:

http://SiegeIAuctiol1s.com/home.htm .
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
DUE 6 CENTS
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M.D.

Stamp collecting began as a hobby of studying and saving stamps, usually off cover.
Over the last 60-70 years collec tors have esta blished a number of specific paths along
which to develop their co llections. The pure path is still to collect stamps, but this has
branched into forming co llections that show the creation of a stamp design with proofs and
essays, and then unusual pieces such as multiples, shades and other varie ties. More recent
ly, such collec tions also show represe ntative usages of the stamps both off and on cover.
Foreign des tinatio ns of stamps on cove r have become very popular.

This has paralleled a development of collecting specialized postal usages which has
been labeled broad ly as postal history. For instance, one can collect maritime postal mark
ings with sub-categoriza tio n of different time periods, geographic location s, different
countries, and specific wars. There also has been a tremendous grow th in collect ing items
from a spec ific location such as one state, one county, or even one city or town.

However, although this type of collecting makes a lot of sense and defines the field
of the individua l co llec tor to his or her financial mea ns, it is j ust one way to co llect.
Although not popular with collectors of the classic period , topica l collecting is attract ive to
certai n perso ns. There IS a fine collectio n of Benjamin Franklin material and several col
lections of Abraham Lincoln philately, but philatelic pigs, nudes and coal mining have also
proven to be reasonable collecting interes ts. Illustrated envelopes have become a very pop
ular sub-specialty.

Thi s wri ter presented another way of categor izing posta l markings (not an original
idea) in an installment article that showed U.S. postmarks containing a county or postmas
ter's name over a long time span including all states, even Confe derate States of America
usages [The Chronicle of the Classic U.S. Postal Issues, Nos. 149-154, 1991-1992]. The
present article is another subject that cuts across many time periods and different stamp is
sues. The idea is to take a spec ific postal marking, such as a rate marking, and show differ
ent u sages in various time periods. When I first dreamed this up, I had no idea how inter
esting some of the usages could be. I picked the unpaid 6¢ rate because there were many
different usages over a long period of time.

Unpaid 1792 Postage Rate Under 30 Miles
Although there are cove rs showi ng "6" numeral rates during the Colonial period,

these rates are in pence, not cents. The rates of 1710 established a six pence rate for a dis
tance of 60- 100 miles. Thi s rate was repea ted in the 1765 laws. Postage can also be indi
cated as pennyweights (dwt) of silver. Albany, New York, had a straight line marking in
cluding the six pennyweight postal charge in 1789.

The Act of February 20, 1792, which became effec tive June I, 1792, established the
rate for a single sheet letter carried not over 30 miles to be 6¢. While this rate could be
paid by the sender, at that time in the Eighteenth Century the majority of letters was sent
unpaid. Therefo re, this is the first U.S. due 6¢ rate. This rate was in effect until 1799 when
the minimum postal rate was raised to 8¢ for a single letter not over 40 miles.

The earlies t possible usage for the 6¢ rate would be a cover postmarked Jun e I,
1792. At that time most postal markings were handwritten (manuscript), although larger
towns had handstamped straight line postmarks showing the town 's name and sometimes
the month and day dating (year dating was rare). No town had handstamped rating marks
although "FREE" and "PAID" handstamps were used at certain locations.

At Figure I is a Co lonial cover from New York to Philadelphi a with an interesting
84 Chronicle 182 I May 1999 I Vol. 51, No. 2
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Figure 1. Stampless cover "NY dwt 6" to George Thomas. Governor [not Lieutenant
Governor] of Colonial Pennsylvania
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Figure 2. "Way 6" on 1794 river mail cover to Poughkeepsie. New York
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Figure 3. "RICHMOND AUG. 6. 1798" fancy straight line with year date, rated "Wy 6" to
ship captain at City Point, Virginia

Figure 4. Philadelphia "6" ship fee on letter from Savannah, Georgia in 1807
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Figure 5. War rate of "9" indicated by inverted "6" in circle at Philadelphia; inset shows
marking on reverse of cover "PAID WITHDRAWN SHIP LETTER LONDON 9 JY 91815" re
flecting payment of ship letter fee at London

Ifet.eg raph-11tCorfin ·~

•

Figure 6. "Telegraph * H * Coffin *" red vessel-named marking for transatlantic ship us
age. rated "6" at Philadelphia in 1817
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Figure 7. The Boston ship marking. red "SHIP" in banner with "6" rating. 1826 usage

Figure 8. Red " 6" in circle at New York on ship letter from New Orleans. May 26.1831
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address to the Colonial Governor of Pennsylvania ( 1738- 1747). It is rated "6 dwt" as due
from "the Honorable George Thomas." Figure 2 shows a cover carried on the Hudso n
River from New York to Poughkeepsie where it was rated 6¢ due. Because it was given to
a mai l carrier, it is also marked "Way," but there is no way fee charge to the addressee.
Figure 3 shows a cover with "RICHMOND AUG 6 1798" straightline in fancy frame with
man uscript "Wy 6," another very early way marki ng with no increased charges.

6¢ Ship Rate to Port of Entry
The Act of March 2, 1799 that changed the domestic postal rates also established a

6¢ posta l rate for a letter carried by a ship into a port city and delivered at that post office .
This was a part of a rating structure that gave the ship's captain 2¢ for each letter delivered
to the post office at the port city. Letters addressed to other citi es beyond the port were
charged the ship fee, 2¢, plus regular postage . The rates for these services under the Act of
February 20, 1792, had been 4¢ for a letter de livere d at the por t of entry and 4¢ plus
postage for a ship's letter going beyo nd the port. Thus the ship rate in 1799 was increased
at the por t city but lowered for other destinatio ns.

Except for a little over a year in 18 I5- 1816 when all rates were increased 50%, this
charge of 6¢ remained intact until the Act of February 27, 1861 changed the rate to 5¢. On
June 30, 1863 the ship fee was changed to double the regular postage rate, which would be
6¢ to anoth er city and 4¢ to port of entry.

Philadelphia used a small elongated "6" within a circle that was applied in the dis
tinctive reddi sh ink used in other Philadelphia postm arks. A cover from Havamak, January
30, 1802 addre ssed to a merchant in Philadelphia, is an early example. At Figure 4 is a let
ter from Savanna h to Philade lphia dated October 3, 1807. It bea rs a similar circular post
mark with a larger "6," the rate to a por t of entry. During the war rate period, the earlier
"6" postmark was struck upside down to show a "9" rate (Figure 5). This cover bears a
black "PAID WITHDRAWN SHIP LETTER LON DON 9 JY 9 1815" with crown on its
reverse (see inse t) whic h is also indica ted by manuscript "8 1fz" (pence) in red on the front
of the cover. In Figure 6 is a very spec tacular 1817 usage of a Philade lphia "6" marking
with a red straight line "Telegrap h" H* Coffi n*," a marking app lied by Captai n Coffin of
the sailing ship Telegraph , one of three varieties of hand stamps used to advertise this ves
sel.

Durin g a 33-year period beginning in 18 19, Boston used a very unusual "SH IP 6" in
a banner (Figure 7). Also at this time some such covers also bear a straight line "QUAR
ANTINE," whic h would have been a usage on cert ain ship letters from sites of infec tive
disease s.

The most common "6" marking s are actually in manusc ript, and they are very plent i
ful. New York had vario us handstamps dur ing different periods with markings in both red
and black (Figures 8 and 9) . A combinatio n of a ship cover with 6¢ port of entry marking
with a magenta "G. P.OFFICE DEAD LETT ER" ( 18 19) is shown in Figure IO. This cover
was apparen tly rera ted to 8¢ due since the address was to Brooklyn, and not New York, a
ship fee of 2¢ plus 6¢ postage (to be discussed next). Philadelphia later used a blue "6" in
an oc tago n. New Orlean s used man uscript markings until 1845 when a large black "6" was
used for the ship rate to the city (Figure I I). Thi s was one of a number of large numerals
used at the city at this time . In 1850 a red "SHIP 6 CENTS." was used at New Orleans
(Fig ure 12), one of a small numb er of "s hip 6 cents" markings that exis t. By 1853 the
marking is usually seen in black.

Certainly the most fancy marking of this type was the decorated "SHIP 6," common
ly called a shell, used at San Francisco in the 1850s (Fig ure 13). Early usages are in red
such as with a straightline marking "Honolulu, Hawaiian Is. Marc h I , 1851 ," but the black
usage is more common (and legible). The later straightline SHIP handstam ps with various

numbers from San Franci sco during the mid and late 1860s are for differen t ship fees and

Chronicle 182 I May 1999 I Vol. 5 1. No.2 89
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Figure 9. Black "6" in circle at New York on ship letter from London, November 4,1853
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Figure 10. Red "6" in circle with New York postmark, rerated with "SHIP" and "8"; sent
to Dead Letter Office with 1819 marking of that institution
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Figure 11. 1848 letter from New York "pr Union" with separate black "SHIP" and "6"
handstamps at New Orleans for ship rated letter

Figure 12. 1850 cover with red "NEW ORLEANS La. APR 23" and "SHIP 6 CENTS" for the
ship letter fee
Chronicle 182 / May 1999 / Vol. 5 I. No. 2 9 1



Figure 13. Red "HONOLULU HAWAIIAN ISLANDS FEB 24" postmark on private ship let
ter forwarded by G. B. Post & Co. with their "STMR CITY OF NORFOLK", private vessel
named marking, black "SAN FRANCISCO CAL. 19 MAR" and "SHIP 6" rating for letter
addressed to San Francisco

Figure 14. Manuscript "Ship 6" on cover carried as private ship letter from Chicago into
Mackinac on Lake Michigan
92 Chronicle 182 I May 1999 I Vol. 5 1. No. 2
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Figure 15. 1863 Confederate blockade run cover with two oval markings of Nassau for
warders, marked at Wilmington, North Carolina "SHIP" and "6", the Confederate ship
rate for port of entry letters

,

Figure 16. 6¢ rate on letter with negative red "FREDA DEL" with ms. date "10 mo 1"
[18361, to Milford, Delaware
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will be discussed subsequently.
On the Great Lakes the early vessels were private ships, so letters transmitt ed by

them to the various ports were rated as ship letters, 6¢ to port of entry and 2¢ plus postage
to other locations. In Figure 14 is an 1834 cover to Mackinac, Michigan Territory from
Chicago. A few years later a handstamped "SHIP" was used at the same port. Although
these markin gs are listed in catalogs as steamboat covers, these ships on the Great Lakes
were not shallow draft steamboats, and thus such covers are more properly con sidered ship
usages.

It has been mentioned that the ship rate to port of entry was changed in 1861. But
that is only for the United States, not for those states within the Confederate States of
America. Blockade covers from private ships runnin g the Union blockade were rated un
der the old rate s, 6¢ to port of entry and 2¢ plus postage for beyond. At Figure 15 is an
1863 cover with two forwarder 's handstamps from Nassau in the Bahamas, addre ssed to
Wilmington, North Carolina. The cover was rated "6" with a "SHIP" handstamp. A "6"
handstamp that was used at Charl eston on blockade covers was used at that city in red and
then in black prior to the Civil War.

6¢ Postage Rate 1816-1845
The Act of April 9, 1816, effecti ve May I, 1816, reestabli shed a 6¢ postage rate for a

single letter carried for a distance of not over 30 miles. Betwe en 1799 and 1816 the lowest
rate was 8¢, increased to 12¢ for most of 1815 and three month s of 1816 (the war rate pe
riod). This 6¢ rate was one of five single letter postal rates based on the mileage the letter
was carri ed. During this slightly less than 30-year period, the usual practice was to indi
cate the postal rate in manu script. Figure 16 shows the rate on a cover with a rare negative
red town handstamp of Fredoni a, Delaware in 1836. Figure 17 shows one of the most fan
cy postmarks, the York, Pennsylvania standing lady holding the town 's name in a banner
overhead.

Manuscript rate marks can also be found on covers showing some unusual postal us
age. In Figure 18 is a rare "c harged" notation written by the receiving postmaster at
Hudson, New York. The cover was sent unpaid at the 6¢ rate from Athens, New York. The
postage was charged to the account of the address, a post office acco unt. When the postage
was paid by charging it to a box account at the time a/mailing, the letter would be marked
paid. Much more unusual is the charging of postage on an unpaid letter. Brookl yn, New
York and Jackson, Mississippi (during the Confederacy) are the only towns known to have
used "CHARGED" hand stamps.

An 1842 cover from Alban y, New York, was mailed at the 6¢ rate which was marked
as "PAID" with a hand stamp. But then the cover was forwarded from Hudson , N.Y. to
Austerlitz with the new 6¢ postage unpaid or due . In Figure 19 is a cover from Burlington,
Vermont which was originally rated 10¢ due in 1840. However, the cover was carried over
the ice rather than by a longer land route during the winter, so it was rerated at the lower
6¢ rate becau se of the shorter distance.

In addition to manuscript rating markings which were used by most town s, there
were a few towns that had hand stamp s for the five single rates, 6¢, IO¢, 12 Ih¢, 18'h¢ and
25¢. Among the best known of these markings are the red numbers from Schenectady,
New York. One of these was a number "6" (Figure 20) . Another more scarce example is a
red Amherst, Massachusetts postmark in 1844 with a red "6" to Chicopee. Brooklyn, New
York had some handstamped rates, but I have not seen a "6." Anoth er town with distinctive
rating handstamps was Versaill es, Kentucky (Figure 21). The markings from this town can
be found in different hues of ink.

There is a second variety of handstamped rating markin gs. These are the attached
rate markin gs that were used from many different small New England towns in the 1830s
and I840s (see Frank Mandel, "U.S. Rating Marks," 1985 American Philatelic Congress
94 Chronicle 182 I May 1999 I Vol. 5 1, No. 2



Figure 17. "York Pa. OCT 18" in red fancy po stmark w ith manuscript "6" rating to
Columbia, Pennsylvania

•

Figure 18. "ATHENS N.Y. DEC 3" in red with "6" for due postage; marked "Charged " at
Hudson, N.Y. with postage charged to the addressee's box account
Chronicle 182 / May 1999 / Vol. 5 1, No. 2 95



Figure 19. "BURLINGTON VT MAR 1" [1840] mailed during the winter and rated "10" for
land transit to Clintonville, N.Y.; however, the letter was carried over the frozen lake, a
shorter distance and a lesser rate, and was thus rerated "6" due
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Figure 20. Red "SCH'DY. N.Y." with ms. dating "Jan. 29 1834" and handstamped "6" to
Mechanicsville, New York
96 Chronicle 182 / May 1999 / Vol. 5 1. No.2



Figure 21. Red " *VERSAILLES* KY." in double circle, no dating, and " 6" in 1818 letter to
Nich olasville, Kentucky

Figure 22. Black 'NEWPORT N.H. JULY 20" with attached "6" on 1831 letter to Hanover,
New Hampshire
Chronicle 182 I May 1999 I Vol. 51. No.2 97
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Figure 23. "Mount Salus Miss May 3rd" and " 6' /.' all in manuscript on 1826 letter to
Jackson, Mississippi, correct rate would be six cents
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Figure 24. "RICHMOND IND. Oct 28" and "PAID" with ms. "6'/. ' to Eaton, Ohio, an ex
ample of a prepaid "6'/.' rate
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Book) . Th ese marki ngs ca n ex ist with or without an attac hed "PAID." Th ere are even
"FREE" types. In Figure 22 is an 183 I example from Newport, New Hamp shire with just
a 6.

61/~¢ Rate
America n coins were in short supply during the first 75 years of the country, and it

was common practice to use coins of other cou ntries . The British three pence coin traded
at 6 1/4¢. The Spanish media real (half real ) also traded for the same amount. The usage of
the foreign coins was so widespread in certain places, that postal rates were sometimes
written as "6 1/4" even if they were actually "6" rates. I have already written an article on
this (Chronicles No. 133 and 134, February and May 1987), so I will not repeat myself
here. However, a numb er of readers sent me addit ional examples . The majority appear to
be small towns with manuscript markings. In Figure 23 is an exa mple from Moun t Salus,
Mississippi in 1826. Others are Yazor C.H ., Mississippi, October 26, 1828; Madisonville,
Mississipp i, May 29, 1829; and Brandon , Mississipp i, December 10, 183 I. An unusual
one is Habolichitto, Mississippi , May 6, 1824 rated 121h to Jack son , but postmark ed
Monticello, Mississippi , June I, 1824 with additional 61/4 with marking "misst & forward
18>/4," But the most unusual cover is a manuscript "Pine Hill Miss April the 3d" [1835]
with manuscript "6112." I can only guess this was a mistake for "6'/4," Then two other such
covers bear handstamped postmarks of Richm ond, Indiana. The first (Figure 24) shows
"RICHMOND IND. OCT 28" [1835], "PAID" and ms. "6 1/4" to Eaton, Ohio, a rare pre
payment of the 61/4¢. The other cover is even more unusual in that it is a doub le letter to
the same address. It should have been rated " I2" for double 6¢ postage. But the postmarks
are "RICHMON D IND. MAR 19" [1838] and ms. " 12Ih." indicating a charge based on
coi nage rather than the proper charge.

..' ...
Figure 25. "FROM J.H. VANBENTHUSEN'S NEWS-OFFICE No 223 State Street. LANSING 
BURGH. 6'//' in red from Lansingburgh, New York to New York City; there is also a red
oval " BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS POST. JAN 17 1846" and "Collect 6'//' showing the same
specie rate
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The 6'/4 rate is see n on Texas ship covers addressed to Galveston , the port of entry.
Although not a port of entry, the Republic of Texas charged the same fee for letters ad
dressed to Houston.

Dur ing the I840 s a number of local express companies rated the postage on a single
letter as 61/4 rather than 6 due. Sometimes such ratings were eve n included in the hand
stamped markings . In Figure 25 is a very nice exa mple with red "FROM J.H. VANBEN 
TH UYS EN 'S NEWS OFFICE No. 223 State Street. 6 '/4 LANSINGB URGH" [New York]
addressed to New York City with additional red ova l " BOYD' S CITY EX PRESS POST
JAN 17 1846" and manuscript "Collect 6 '/4,"

(to be continued)
FROM THE EDITOR
!

There's Always the Unexpected
With this issue of the Chronicle I'm into my seve nth yea r as Edit or-in-Chief. By now

most editing tasks have been prett y well standardized. We've set up a reasonably firm
schedule, wh ich gives us the kind of flexib ility needed in a hobby publicat ion and yet gen
era lly insures that the journal will get into the mail during the last wee k of the month
shown as the publication date. There are some months when it runs close, parti cularly non
Leap Year Februaries, but we almost always meet the schedule.

But there 's always the unexpected . I intended to come back from the IBR A '99 exhi
bition and get right to work on the galley proofs which (as planned) were on my doo rste p
on April 5. But I hadn 't co unted on major surgery for a co mpressed spinal chord that
would set me bac k by more than three week s. It was n't due to problem s wit h the surgery,
which went we ll, nor the recovery per se, which has been rap id and relatively uneven tful.
Exce pt no one told me that certain bas ic movem ents such as bending my head to look
down, or stretching my arms out in front of me, or trying to use scissors, or various other
motio ns involved in proofi ng ga lleys and laying out dum my pages were go ing to be so
perversely difficul t. As a result, this issue will be roughly two weeks late, for which I apo l
og ize.

And qual ity control has also been a matter of conc ern and emphasis. We've go t sev
era l iterations of proofreading, including one more review at ga lley pro of and/or page
proof time, at which point the entire journal is in digital form and theoretically immune
from the gremlins that used to plague the hot-type print ers.

But there 's always the unexpected. Chronicle 181 included a stellar article by Scott
Trepel on the " Used 15-Cent 1869 Inverts." Scott provided the entire article on disk, in
cluding all the images, laid out page by page. I reviewed it and the rest of the issue at least
four times, right up to the go-to-press point.

And then the journal came out, and Figure 6 on p. 19 somehow showed a blow-up
rather than the ori ginal miniature which had been furn ished . App arentl y someone needed
to make one more check prior to printin g, opened up the graphic, for reasons not clear en
larged the image, then when tim e ca me to close down inadvertently sa id "yes" to the
prompt to "Save new image?" There 's an insert with this issue showing the corrected page,
which you can file with the or iginal or cut and paste, however you may choose.

So we apologize for those slips. We'll continue to try to hold to our publi shing and
mailing deadl ines, and kee p to high standards of proofread ing and qualit y co ntrol ... but
unfortun ately, there 's alway s the unexpected.

Charles J. Peterson 0
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Your Confidence is our
Guiding Value!

At Ivy & Mader,
we take pride in our

integrity, reliability, and personal serv ice.

But
all the principals can be summed up in one:
your confidence that we are the right choice

to handle the sale ofyour collection.

All ofour efforts
are directed toward assuring you that your

valuable stamps and covers are in the best ofhands!

Call or write Walter Mader or Rex Bishop
to inquire furth er how

Ivy & Mader, Inc.
can assist you in the sale or the building of your collec tion.

Past or current catalogs available f ree ofcharge to
Classics Socie ty Members

1-800-782-6771

~K
Philatelic Auctions, Inc .

775 Passaic Avenue
West Caldwell. New Jersey 07006-64 09

(973) 882-0887
Fax (973) 882-5422
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GUIDO CRAVERI

is buying at top prices

1847 issue
(covers only)

and 1851 issue (covers only)
used in

Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Mexico,
Oregon, Oklahoma, Utah and Washington Territories

Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Missouri, Texas and Wisconsin cancellations

Rail Road cancellations
Waterway usages and cancellations

Way cancellations and foreign destinations
and unusual covers

Please send your offer by fax or mail with the price requested.
Our fax no. is:

011.41.91.6494294

(Please do not send original items without prior notification)

GUIDO CRAVERI
HARMERS AUCTIONS SA

Via Pocobelli, 16. CH-6815 MELIDE, Switzerland
Tel: 0 11. 4 1.91. 649.42 .85 Fax: OI l. 4 1.91. 649.42.94
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
HUBERT C. SKINNER, Editor
ADDITIONAL CANCELED POSTMARKS: PART I
HUBERT C. SKINNER

Introduction
In an earlier two-part ar ticle (see Chronicle 179: 185- 191 and 180: 264-268), th is

writer illustrated and described a number of obliterating dev ices designed and manu fac
tured to cancel postmarks on letters between the United States and Canada during the peri
od ( 16 November 1847 - 6 April 185 1) when prepayment through to destination was pro
hib itcd. Such letters were required to be prepaid "to the Lines" but postage beyond the
border co uld not be collected for the other co untry. Th us, "PAID" mark ings had to be
marked out with pe n or kil ler because a lett e r becam e un paid to dest inati on whe n it
crossed the border between the two countries . Such oblitera tions did not cor rect an error
or mistake but were a routine requ irem ent for properly rat ing and carry ing the "C ross 
Bord er Mai ls."

We now turn our attention to other types of cance led postma rks. There is a wide vari
ety of covers bear ing postm arks which have been oblitera ted and corrected becau se a clerk
misinterpreted a printed circular as a letter, a dou ble letter as a single, misread the destin a
tio n, or picked up and struck the wro ng device on a cover in error. At times. a postal pa
tron changed his mind about pre pay ment, or other reasons, such as remailing or forward
ing letters, caused post mark s to be obliterated and replaced . All covers illustrated herein
are from the 1850s.

Altered Rate Markings
As sta ted above, many cover s ex hibi t altered ra te s fo r a va riety of reasons.

Frequently, a double letter was first rated as a single one, then corrected. In Figure I, an
unpaid dou ble letter from New Orleans to Sa n Francisco in 1854 was first rated in error at
5¢ due, requiri ng the numeral "5" to be obliterated (here with the enclosed seve n-bar cir
cu lar grid) and replaced with the num eral " I0" represe nting doubl e rate due. At this time,
unpaid letters were charged at the penalty rate, adding 2¢ to the 3¢ sing le rate for prepaid
letters and 4¢ to the 6¢ doubl e rate for prepaid letters. In Fig ure 2, the New Orleans circu
lar date stamp includ es a "5" at bottom representing the penalty rate for a first-class inter
city letter. However, this cove r is a fold ed print ed circular se nt unseal ed and prepaid at the
ci rcular rate. Thus, the encirc led seve n-bar grid was struc k ove r the num eral "5" and the
proper rate was indicat ed by the New Orlean s " PAID/2" rate marking .

The cover in Fig ure 3 ini tia lly was postm arked and rated by the clerk at New Haven,
Co nnec ticut, using the unpaid penalty rate marking with "5" included. Then, apparently,
the 3¢ "dull red" adh esive [ 1853- 1855] was placed on the letter as prepayment and can
ce led with the unpaid town marking. The prepayment made necessary the obliteration of
the "5 " in the original postmark by an enc ircle d seve n-bar grid as on the New Orleans cov
er (see Fig ure 2). Did the postal patron at New Haven decid e to yie ld to the not-so-sub tle
pressure by the USPO to enco urage prepay me nt by exacting a penalty rate for due letters?
Or, did the clerk unint ent ionally use the wro ng postm ark and then use the grid killer to
correc t his mistake?

In Figure 4, the New York City pos tmark with "5 Cis ." at bottom rep resenting the
penalt y rate due was struck on a cover to the Postm aster at Blairstown, New Jersey. As a
postmaster co uld rece ive his "d ue" letters free, the clerk marked a manuscript "f" over the
"5" in the postmark to indicate the letter was rated "free" from postal cha rges.

In Figure 5, another prepaid letter is illustrated . Origin at ing in Rochester, N.Y., it is
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Figure 1. A folded letter from New Orleans, Louisiana, to San Francisco, California. The
New Orleans CDS was struck in bright red on "MAY 19" [1854]; all other markings are in
black. The "5" [single unpaid rate] was obliterated by an encircled seven-bar grid and re
placed with a "10" representing the double unpaid rate.

l I

Figure 2. A folded circular printed at New Orleans, Louisiana, and dated May 1, 1851. It
was mailed on "AUG/1" [1851] and addressed to "Athens, Alaba." The New Orleans cir
cular date stamp is struck in bright red; the "5" at bottom represents the unpaid single
rate for inter-city letters. The "5" is obliterated with the seven-bar grid struck in dark red
and this rate is replaced by "PAID/2" at the right, again in bright red.
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Figure 3. A cover from "NEW HAVEN/CONN." to Hartford, Connecticut. The New Haven
postmark with "5" at bottom rep resenting the unpaid penalty rate for a single inter-city
letter is struck at the right in black and again at left as the obliterator for a 3¢ "dull red"
stamp [circa 1853]. The "5" in the first struck marking is cancelled with a circular seven
bar grid, as the 3¢ stamp prepaid the postage. All handstruck markings are in black.

Figure 4. A cover from " N EW-YORK [CITY]" to the postmaster at Blairstown, New
Jersey. The New York postmark [struck in black] indicates " 5 cts. " due, but a manuscript
'T' in blue crosses out the due rate indicating that the letter is free of postage.
Postmasters were allowed to receive their incoming mail without postage charges.
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Figu re 5. A trans-Con t inent al cover from " ROCHESTER/ N.Y." to San Francisco. California.
Originally. it was rated "24" [represen t ing trans-Atlantic postage?]. correct ed by t he
obliterating black grid. and rerated " 6" in manuscript for th e postage for a single letter
across the continent. All markings other than the gridiron are in red ink.

Figure 6. A very unusual cover bearing a circular " SHIP/ 6" marking in blue which is rerat 
ed with a crude "X" over the "SHIP" and a heavily struck " 5" in blue over the "6" in the
original origin/rating mark. It apparently is an ordinary inter-city letter which became
mixed with the incoming ship mails by accident.
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addre ssed to an atto rney in San Francisco . Peculiarl y, it appears that this letter was rated
24¢ in error, representing the rate charged for tran s-Atlantic mail. This is a strange mis
take . Regardless of how it ca me abo ut, the "24" is obliterated by a seven-bar circ ular grid
and the correct rate for prep aid trans-Con tinental mail [6¢ for a single letter to a destina
tion mo re than 3,000 mil es di stan t] was app lied in manuscript togeth er with a hand
stamped "PAID" and the circular da te stamp for Rochester.

Figure 6 illus tra tes a very unusual cover. It app ear s to be an ordi nary inter-c ity letter
which became mixe d with the inco ming ship mails. It was first marked with a characteris
tic ci rcular "SHIP/6" in blue representing a ship letter addressed to the por t of ar rival;
quite apparently this was an error. Close examination shows that the "SHIP" portion of the
original marking is "crossed-out" with a crude "X" de sig n in matching blue possibly pro
duced by the edge of a marker device or some makeshift cancelling implem ent. The "6" is
heavily overstru ck with a "5" which mo st likely is the unpaid penalty rate for an inter-ci ty
letter. It is probable that we wi ll never de term ine exact ly what happened in this case.

Acknowledgments
Thi s writer is deeply indeb ted to Edgar W. Jatho, Jr. , of New Orleans, a co mputer

specialist who produced the images for the illustrat ions used here. Ed utilized "state-of
the-art" scanning equipm ent to make these excellen t figures. Also, apprec iatio n is extend
ed to other studen ts and postal historians who have co ntributed in various ways to these
studie s.

(to be continued)
F A K E!
A dreaded word to any collector or dealer who's

stuck with faked, fraudulent, forged, or otherwise
counterfeit U.S. related philatelic material

SOLUTION?
Donate your spurious philatelic material to

S.C.R.A.R
Stamp & Cover Repository & Analysis Program

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society
To arrange a potentially tax deductible donation , contact:

Michael J. Brown P.O. Box 300, Lightfoot, VA 23090
S.C.R.A.P. Administrator Telephone: (757) 565-4414
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society E-mail: Brown621@aol.com
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MATTHEW BENNETT, INC.
Serving the Philatelic World for Over 50 Years

MATTHIW BINNITT, INC.

Realized
$35,750.00

Cat. Value
$19,000.00

#360
Extremely Fine,

Ex-Hill

your collec ting int erest ,

this wou ld be a most

G/
, / hese stamps are just two of the more than

2,200 lot s sold in our public auction of

March 29-3 1, 1999. Judging from th e

realizations in th is sale, prices for u.s. stamps

are simply astounding! Given this market , if

you are slowing down in

one or more are as of

Realized
$7425 .00

#38 Superb

Cat. Value
$400.00

propitious time to turn

a portion of your hobby into a financia l asset.

As a family-owned auction house, we

can offer our highly personali zed service,

expert staff and state-of-the-art catalogues to

ens ure that every stamp in your collection

achi eves its highest pot ential. If you wis h

to parti cipat e as a consignor in what already promises to be

a very exci ting Fall auc tion, just call Harvey Bennett or

George Eveleth to discuss your holding.

60 1 Washington Avenue The Penthouse, Suite 401 Baltimore, MD 21204

(410) 823. 3 714 (800) 638.4223 FAX (410) 321.5 747
E-MAIL·in!o@bennetlstamps.com

Prof essional Philatelists Licensed Auctioneers Member:ASDA. APS, USPCS. CSA
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Our auctions always include
better postal history,

especially
British North America
and the United States

For a comp limentary catalog ue contact:

Charles G. Rrby
AU CTION S

6695 Highland Road, Suite #107
Waterford, MI 48327-1967

Telephone (248) 666-5333 • Fax (248) 666-5020
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CONFEDERATE STATES
THE LITHOGRAPHED GENERAL ISSUES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES
OF AMERICA: MISPLACED TRANSFERS, STONE 2

© 1999, LEONARD H. HARTMANN

The Misplaced Transfer varieties have a long but clouded place in Confederate
Philately. Perhaps the name is part ly to blame. I con sider a Misplaced Transfer to be one
positio n entered in place of ano ther position on the prin ting stone and thus ultimately be
coming an issued stamp, e.g., No. 2 in place of or over No . 10. Perhaps Replaced or
Sub stituted Transfer is mor e descriptive, but co nsidering the long usage of the or igin al
term I do not propose a change.

The words Misplaced Tra nsfe r could also be interpreted as describing a shift in a
transfer unit of 50 when it was applied to the print ing stone, i.e., the subject is not exactly
where it should be for proper alignment. An especial ly desirable exa mple of this shifted
alignment can be found on the 5¢ Blue Transfer Stone 2, Position 44, Printing Stone I,
Right Pane, Upper Setti ng. Such a variety exists from every impression from the plate and
is thus of no special rarit y. This more liberal interpretation has bee n taken by exhibitors
and auc tion catalogs on a number of occasions to describe something of interest which
however does not possess the special rari ty and importance of a Misplaced Transfer. To the
be st of my know ledge, a true Mi sp laced Transfer o f a Confederate Gen eral Issue
Lithograph has never been sold at auction so described.

One co uld also produce a Misplaced Tra nsfe r in preparing the transfer stone: a posi
tion is entered and co nside red unacceptab le, and another put in its place. Seve ra l positions
sugges t this possibility. However, as only the final form exists it is thus the norm al variety
or position ; we have noth ing to sugge st that a position on a transfer stone was changed af
ter the stone was used to prepare a printing stone, however it co uld have been do ne.
Intriguin g varieties are still being discovered .

The init ial iden tification of a Misp lace d Tra nsfer requ ires bot h the plating of the
stamps involved and a multiple or at least enough of an adjoining stamp to prove the rela
tive position on the printing stone. Once the initial identification is made, future examples
can be co nfirmed from the plating details.

In 1998, I purchased a lot from sale of the James P. Myerson co llec tion, American
Historical Auctions, lot No. 372 . I bid on this lot based on the descripti on : a 5¢ Blue usage
from Montgomery, Texas. I was delighted when the cove r arrived, co ndition and descrip
tion were at least what I expected (see Figure I).

In platin g the stamps I became puzzled-a pair of 5¢ Blue Lithographs, Stone 2, the
left stamp was imm edi ately ide ntified as Position 9 on Transfer Stone 2, thus the right
stamp had to be Posit ion 10. The right stamp of the pair was a problem; it did n't seem to
be Position 10. The plating marks were strong and the impressio n clear with the stamp in
exce llent co ndition . I started to check all of my positions 10 and my notes for some error.
Perhaps I mis-marked my 3x5 refe rence photographs of various positions. After all, there
are four copies of Position lO on a printing stone, and for Stone 2 in Blue there are at least
two printin g stones, thus eight possible constant minor varieties for the basic position.

Then the quandary became evident; the right stamp is not Position 10, but a perfectly
normal Positi on 2 with a clear but slight portion of anoth er stamp to the left, a new
Misplaced Transfer! Both transfer positions 9 and 2 are the normal transfer stone stamps
in all respects and there is no question as to the identification and that the stamps are a
pair. The two stamps are further apa rt than they should be, the right hand one is moved to
the right. There is enough of the sliver of the or igina l position to the left of No. 2 showing
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Figure 1. M isplaced Tran sf er, 5<: Blu e, Stone 2, Left Stamp Posi tion No. 2 over No .9,
Right Stamp Position No. 10. On cover, Montgomery, Texas, August 23, probably 1862.

Figure 2. Misplaced Transfer, 5<: Green, Stone 2, Position No.1 over No .1 0
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to alert one to some thing different but not enough to plate it. However, the exact position
of this sliver with respect to the adjacent Position 9 is in agreement with Position 10, thus I
see no reason to question the original attribution. Another example would be nice; say the
misplaced 2 with a Position 50 above or 20 below, or to the right and across the vertical
gutter to Position I.

The Misplaced Transfer first came to my attention in the mid 1960s with the redis
covery of a 5¢ Green from Stone 2 in which Position I was entered in place of Position 10
(Figure 2) . A most rare item: to date only two examples are known to the author, a used
single and one unused example in a block of 40, Positions 1-40, Left Pane, Upper Setting,
which proves the plating as to the printin g stone location.

This Misplaced Transfer is of special importan ce as this variety is quite pronounced
and should be evident to any collector of the stamp. It does not require a study of the plat
ing to realize that there is something special which deserves ser ious attention. A good por
tion of another stamp shows to the left of the design!

The printing stone used for the 5¢ Green Transfer Stone 2 stamps does not appear to
be the one used for any of the Blue print ings. One would assume that other copies would
have surfaced for such an evident variety. This scarci ty suggests numerous possibilities:
perhaps this printing stone was quickly replaced, thus perhaps there was more than one for
the Green printing; the defect was noticed quickly, considered unacceptable, and repaired;
or the repai r creating the variety was made near the end of the use of the stone.

For many years Sco tt has listed a "Misplaced Transfer" for the Green Printing of
Stone 2 for a nominal monetary value both unused and used, and at one time also listed it
for the Blue Printing. Perhaps I am to blame for the de-listing for the Blue stamps, as I
have long contended that it only exists from the Gree n Printing as I only knew of the No. I
over 10 Misplaced Transfer. If this is the case, the moderate catalog value is out of place
considering both the unusual nature of the variety and the scarcity.

Our Green 5¢ Stone 2 variety (Position No. lover No. 10) was repo rted and well il
lustrated by August Dietz in the October 1925 issue of The Southern Philatelist , Vol. I ,
No. 12, pages 222-223 . The identical illustration and text was repeate d in his 1929 book,
The Postal Service ofThe Confederate States ofAmerica, pages 105-106:

The Twin Scrolls-This interesting Freak shows a repetition of the lower left side
of the design, with no indications of a shift. There is but one explanation: Two trans
fers, one slightly overlapping the other, and sticking together, escaped detection in the
group, and were transferred, joi ntly, on to the stone. Severa l sheets may have been
printed before the Twins were discovered, when an erasure was made. A minor filling
in of lines appears in the letter "E" of "POSTAGE," due to "dry stone." Both oddities
are of a temporary nature.

Thi s description and the accompanyi ng illustration are qu ite good as to the appear
ance of the item. However, as it was an integral portion of the printin g stone and was
repetitive for some time period the word "Freak" is not really applicable. As it was on the
printing stone and did not originate with the transfer stone, Dietz's concept of two trans
fers sticking toge ther is not possible. The significance of the filled in "E" was not realized,
thus the remark "temporary nature" is again not applicable. Th is filled in "E" is a major
characteristic for Stone 2, Gree n or Blue Printings from position No. I , and exists on all
examples .

The earliest reference known to the author of the phrase "Misplaced Transfer" with
respect to the Confederate lithograph s is an article by Curtis, Kappa and Pratt titl ed
"Lithographs of the Con federate Sta tes of Amer ica ," which appeared in the November
1929 issue of Scott 's Monthly Journal .

. . . To show the real rarity of these, we would say, that during our studies cover
ing the last ten years, we have found less than a score of these from Stone 2 (both col

ors) .
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Stone 2, Position 1
T he upp e r porti on o f th e E o f

POSTAGE, along with the adjacent area,
is fi l led in w ith co lor resembling a
smudge which is pro bab ly what it is; but
it origi na ted wit h the production of the
Tra nsfer Stone hence it is an integral por
tion of the design for this positio n. There
is a large inte nse short dash of color j ust
under the hair lin e and above Jefferson
Davis's right temple. There is a dash of
co lor j ust unde r the lower ri ght hand
spandrel. T he lower left scroll show s a
nice clipped transfer.

Stone 2, Position 2
There is a sma ll vertical line to the

right of the upper right scro ll. The devia
tion combined with a slightly deform ed
scroll gives it a distin cti ve charac teris tic
among seve ral similar var ieties of Stone 2
such as posit ion No.9, 2 1 and 26 (and,
so mew hat, No. 19). T he re is a pair of
sma ll horizont al lines, one being directly
below and the other above the lower right
scroll extensio n. As wi th Position I, the
lower left portio n of the scroll shows a
clipped transfer.
Chronicle 182 I May 1999 I Vol. 51, NO.2 113



Stone 2, Position 9
T he lower le ft sc ro ll is s ligh t ly

cli pped on the bottom and has two short
intersecting lines to the left of the clipped
area. The upper righ t scroll has a small
claw-shaped dash of color ex tending to
the right; thi s basic varie ty is common,
and is also mentioned with Position No.
2. There is a dash of color abo ut midway
bet ween Jeffer son Davis ' s ea r and eye
with the normal dashes of shadi ng being
absent in its immed iate vic inity.

Stone 2, Position 10
When this unit was prepared for the

Tran sfe r Stone the subject was evidently
torn or clipped and then rejo ined . On fine
ly printed examples a fine line of separa
tion can be discerned exte nding from the
center of the right side though to j ust be
yond the inner colorless ova l. The distor
tion of the inner co lorless oval is even evi
dent on poorly printed specimens. The top
line of the lower right scro ll extension is
rather heavy with the right end being bro
ken to give the appearance of an addi tion
al line. The lower left scro ll also shows a
slight clip . Th ere are a number of these
clips, all quite similar but also unique.
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A short description of what a misplaced transfer is and how it may occur. is as
follows:

Some position or gro up of positions show up badly when a print ing has been tak
en-they have become dam aged for some reason and do not print properly. The careful
pressma n notices this. and he erases that part of the stone. cleans off the space and
makes a new transfer there (taking this new transfer either from the smaller Transfer
Stone or from a perfect part of the big stone). Then the stone is ready to print from once
more. But if he has taken his transfer from a different set of positions from the original
ones, he has changed the arrangement of the varieties, and they do not run in the proper
order. they are misplaced transfers.
It is unfortunate that the abo ve descri ption does not mention any specific plate posi

tions, and to the best of my know ledge such has not ap peared in prin t by these c lassic
scholars. Perhaps some exa mples exist with their notati ons. Our Green Position l over 10
was ce rtainly known as early as 1925 to Curtis, Knapp and Pra tt and most certainly appre
ciated; as to the plate positions of the transfer stone, they may or may not have known the
positions on the printing stone .

Oth er positions could also be appli ed to this basic definition . but they do not have the
same level of significance . Ston e 2 Position 15, among others, shows enough of a double
scro ll on the top to indicate there was a second design. However, as this exists on every
copy of this position whether a Blue or Green print it ev ide ntly originated with the produ c
tion of the transfer stone and is thus the normal condition of the position .

Starting with the 1927 edit ion of Sco tt's Specialized Catalog ue of United States
Postage Stamps , the "Botto m Scroll Doubl ed (re-e ntry Pos. 50)" of Stone 2 has been listed
for the Green printing. Th e follow ing yea r, 1928, "Misp laced Transfer (S 2)" was added
for both the Green and the Blue printing but without furth er ident ification . The first edition
of the Dietz Special ized Catalog of the Postage Stamps of the Confederate Stat es of
America appeare d in 1931 and lists the "Twi n Scro ll Varie ty," but th e design ati o n
"Misplaced Tran sfer" was not added until the 1945 edi tio n. The 1945 edition does not de
fine Misplaced Tran sfer though a note on page 129 implies it is the overlap on some Stone
2 unit s between the upper and lower tran sfer unit.

Over the years the Dietz and Scott ca talogs have menti oned a mispl aced transfer for
Stone 2 Position 50. I have never seen anything from this position that resembles a mis
placed tran sfer or any need for one, and have assumed it was an error for the Green Stone
2 Position l over 10. A 1966 letter from Charles Kilbourne also makes this remark and
adds that he has never seen it except for the Green printing, never the Blue.

Perhaps the Position 50 Misplaced Transfer conce pt originated with the Bert ram W.
H. Poole articles in The Philatelic Gazette, 1915-1917. This Poole plating of Stone 2 is
shifted by one horizontal row, thus he identified position 50 as position 10.

Proposed Listing
The current ca talog listin g for CSA No . I , 5¢ gree n, shows "Misplaced Transfer"

(not furth er described ) under " Varieties ," priced both mint and used . There is no corr e
sponding entry for CSA No. 2, 5¢ Blue. Based on the inform ation in this article, the en
tries should be:

CS A No. I, 5¢ Green Lithograph, Misplaced Tran sfer, i.e., Twin Scrolls
Stone 2, plate position I entered ove r positi on 10 mint & used

CSA No.4, 5¢ Blue Lith ograph , Misplaced Transfer
Stone 2, plate position 2 ent ered over positi on lO used

OK now, lets see some more Misplaced Transfers, either new varieties or more ex
amples of the above- they most likely exist! There is a single stamp on cover that is a
po ssib ili ty! Writ e me a t P.O . Bo x 36006 , Loui s v ill e , KY 40233 , o r e - ma il a t
pbbooks@ibm .net. 0
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Affiliated with Andrew Levitt
Philate lic Consultant

America's Great
"User-Friendly'
Philatelic Mail Sales present
our Spring 1999 Calendar...
Ma rch 1999:

• An outstanding British Commonwealth (including rare used 20th century) and Worldwide
auction featuring the J ack C hapin collections of New Zealand and Cape of Good Hope. Also an
outstanding Germany and Colonies collection with over 1,000 lots.

April and May 1999:
• Pu erto Rico: The renowned collections of D. Scott

Gallagher and Seymour Rudman comprise the finest holding
of Puerto Rican stamps and posta l history ever to come on the
market

• Major Postal History featuring the international award
winning collection of "To and From Palestine-Overland
and By Air" formed by Dr. Arthur H. Groten .

• United States Civil Wa r : Both Union and Confederate
philately featuring one of the most outstanding collections of
Union patriotic covers ever formed.

• The famous Charles L. Towle 19th and ear ly 20th cen-
tury nit ed States Railroads postal history collection.

• The John R. Boker, J r., specialized collection of New Yor k Foreign Mail in the 1870s.
• United States Ge ner al Sale: The full range of materia l ranging from an outstanding classic

cancels collection to high quality unused and used singles and plate blocks .
• A Specialized Sale of Fr ance and Colonies with many varieties, postal stationery , revenues,

booklets and other important material.
• Portugal and Colonies-and Italy and Colonies. A wonderful sale ofspecialized material in

these two esees.plus our usual fine range ofBritish Commonwealth and Worldwide.

Our Nutmeg Mail Sales continually include a wide and
deep selection of United States classic philately...from

important stamps and varieties to quality 19th century postal
history. Contact us now to receive the catalog for Nutmeg's next

mail sale. Call , write, fax or e-mail us today and we'll
send it to you right away.

Con tact Us By E-Mail:
levs tampssmags.net

Post Office Box 342
Danbury CT 068 13

Philatelic

Andrew Levitt-
Corisultant

(203) 743-529 1
Fax: (20:J) 7:W·R2:U~
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Long before America's
rarest stamp-the
One-Cent "Z" Grlll
was sold at the
Zoellner sale, we

, handled it 3 times for
important buyers. We
did the same for the

.• " Running Chicken"
cover, one of the most
important 19th century
pieces of postal history
known in our hobby.

Can Andrew Levitt pay you more
for your stamps? We keep our finger
on the pulse of the market and will pay
you the most competitive market value
for your stamps & covers. And not to
morrow or in installmen ts, but full pay
ment right on the spo t This is always
our guarantee.

So many of the world's great col
lections have always come to us.

Our 38 years of active buying are vir
tually unmatched in philately.They rep
resent a record of integrity and comfort
for the seller who always must trust, im
plicitly, the individual who buys his col
lection.

Andrew Levitt is the most competi
tive buyer in phila tely. We have handled
properties as diverse as those of Crunin,
Haas, Boker, Chapin and J ennings.
When the serious U.S. classics philat
elist thin ks of selling his collection there
is no doubt that he should come to An
drew Levitt first

We have $5 million ready to purchase
your philatelic property....from the small
est collection to entire carloads of al
bum s. Our letters of credit can be sent
to you today. And for larger holdings we
can come right to your home.

When You Sell, Trust The Reliability
Of The Finn That Has Handled Most of
America's Greatest Classics.

'I·· ··j .-

if

Give Us The Opportunity To Compete For Your
Collection. Call, Write or E-Mail Us Today!

Weare extremely vigorous buyers ofall kinds of important specialized
collections and exhibits. Over $5 million is available now and, after
looking at your material, payment from us is immediate. Find out why we
are the most active philatelic buyer in America. Bank letters ofcredit
available. Call or write us...or if you're a computer user, just e-mail us and
tell us about what you have to sell.

Andrew Levitt

Post Office Box 3 42
Danbury cr 06813

(203) 743-5291
Fax: (203) 730-8238

E-ma il: Ic\'Stamp@mags.n ct
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SPECIAL PRINTINGS 1875-84
THE POST OFFICE SEAL REPRINTS
WILLIAM E. MOOZ

There are a fair number of mysteries in this world, and many of them are philateli c in
nature. One such vexing mystery resurfaced as a result of the Shreves sale of the Wampler
co llection on April 24 and 25, 1998, and my subsequent viewi ng of the magnificent 1998
APS STAMPSHOW exhibit of Post Office sea ls by Mart in Richardson . Included in the
Shreves sale as Lot 914 was a full sheet of 30 co pies of OX2. The description of lot 9 14 in
the Shreves catalog is instructive, and follows:

#OX2 var., Yellowi sh green Post Office Sea l, specia l printing of 1875 , the in
compara ble unique full sheet of thirty (5X6), which in this co nfiguration ca n only be
the speci al print ing. as the regularl y issued stamp was prod uced in shee ts of 30 subjects
(3X 10) and cut into panes of 15 each. this being the special printing produ ced in 1875
on a harde r white paper and less poro us than the special prin ting of 1880 which was on
soft poro us paper. despite these two distinctively different spec ial printings the Scott
cata log lists only the 1880 specia l printing with a question mark. this as tounding sheet,
which was originall y in the famous collec tion of Col. E. H. R. Green, has been lost to
philately for many yea rs, as it has been res iding in collec tions misident ified and unrec
ognized as the speci al printin g sheet configuratio n: the sheet, which has no gum (as it is
believed to have bee n produ ced). has most of its shee t selvages intact (no plate mark 
ings were used ). although a few bits are missi ng. plus there are sma ll fault s in the sel
vage as well, several separated perfs will be found. but the shee t is largely intact. along
the top row of the shee t the re is a strip of light aging which affects the top third of eac h
stamp, cente ring typicall y ranges from fine to very tin e : unquest ionably the most im
portant Post Office Seal item in existence; the spec ial pr inting in Sco tt is valued at
$600.00 each and. of co urse. there is no valuation for any type of multiple. therefore the
catalog value quoted is simply for 30 singles. and does not acc urately reflec t the ex
treme rarit y of this unique sheet (photo)

The 1999 Scott spec ialized catalog identifi es only the 1880 spec ial printing of the
OX I Post Offic e Seal by the American Bank Note Compa ny as OX2, on soft paper. The
sur faci ng of thi s obscure shee t of 30 seals on hard pap er brou ght to mind the fact that
years ago I had purchased a co py of OX5 , which was represent ed to be the spec ial printing
of OX4 . For man y years I had puzzled over OX2 and OX5, and had noted that the Scott
ca talog had dropped the listin g of OX5 in the 1984 spec ialized ca talog . The listing was re
placed with a footnote which read , "A so-called 'special printing' exists in deep brown on
hard white paper."

The question wh ich has puzzled me over the years was , "Were OX2 and OX5 a part
o f the 1875 program which was designed to make copies of all previously issued stamps
available to 's tamp gatherers '?" I was not alone in posing this question , and a numb er of
researchers have debated thi s question over the yea rs. Because of this past work, this arti
cle does not present any new findings. but rather addresses the question in the contex t of
this series of articles, which deal spec ifically with the 1875 program of special printings.
On the surface , the answer may seem simple. The 1875 program included not only regular
issue stamps, such as the 1847 and 1869 issues, but also stamps which were not read ily
avail able to the publ ic, such as the Newspaper and Periodical stamps and the Departm ental
stamps. Thi s being the case, why not also the Post Offi ce sea ls?

On the "pro" side, their inclusion could be thought to be logical to round out what
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was availabl e to these pesky "stamp gatherers," as the government called stamp collectors.
This seems to be the only argument on that side. On the "con" side are a numb er of coun
tervailing arguments.

First, there was apparently no intention of the government making these available to
the public. The circul ar which announced this program , dated March 27, 1875, listed three
types of "specimens of adhesive postage stamps." These three types were identified as
"O RDI NARY STAMPS FOR USE OF THE PUBLIC," "O FFICIAL STAMPS" and
"NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL STAMPS ." There was no mention of other types of
stamps, such as revenue stamps, and no mention of postal item s which were not stamps,
such as these seals.

Second, these were not stamps, and they had no franking power. The 3rd Assistant
Postmaster General specified that the y should be classifi ed as "s upplies" and not as
"stamps. "

Third, since they had no face value, they could not be sold for money, which meant
that the government would be in the business of purchasing them and giving them away.
Rather unlikely.

Fourth, there is no record in the Bill Books which refers to a special printing of these
sea ls, i.e., no payment record to either the Continental , National or American Bank Note
Company during the period from 1875 through 1884.2

Fifth, a rigorou s perusal of appro ximately 500 Press copies of the Invoices of the 3rd
Assistant Postmaster General' s Office reveals no writt en record that these seals were sold
to anyone.'

All of this would imply that the special printin gs of the Post Office seals do not exist.
But to the contrary, they seem to. In addition to the sheet which was auctioned by Shreve,
a number of single copies of OX2 have been expertised by the Philatelic Foundation as
genuine. And , not surprisingly, the Found ation has also expertised several copies of OX5.
So they do exist, and the real question is "why?" .

The blunt answe r to this question is simply that we do not know. Previous students
have done quite a bit of research, and offered variou s opinions. Regarding OX2, Perkal
and Kazman state that they believe that two special printings of this stamp were made, one
in 1875 , and the other in 1880. The 1875 printing was said to closely resembl e the special
printin gs made by the Contin ental Bank Note Company. The 1880 printing was made by
the American Bank Note Company and is on the soft paper that they used at the time.
They also quote from Luff, as follows:

The reprint was probabl y sent to the Post Offic e Department in company with the
spec ial printing of postage stamps of the 1870-9 issue which was placed on sa le Jul y
16, 1880. It was made by the American Bank Note Company, and is on the soft porous
pap er which they always used for postage stamps . Th e gum is ye llowish-white and
rath er streaked. Th e reprint has a very fresh app earan ce and may readily be di stin 
guished by the whit eness of the paper and blui sh tint of the ink. '

There are some problems with this logic. It is possible, of course, that the hard paper
OX2 seal could have been printed in 1875, along with the other stamps which were printed

'Adam Perkal and Seymour Kazrnan , The Post Offi ce Sea ls of the United Sta tes (Sa nta
Monica, Calif.: George Ale vizos, 1983), page 43, footnote 7.

2Records of the Post Office Dep artment , Record Group 28, Bill Book #3, GSA, Nat iona l
Archives and Record s Ser vice, Washington , D. C.

' Records of the Post Office Department, Record Grou p 28, Press copies of Invoices, GSA,
National Archives and Record s Serv ice, Washington , D. C.

"John N. Luff, The Postage Stamps of the United States (New York : Sco tt Stamp & Coin Co.,
Ltd., 1902).
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by the Co ntinental Bank No te Company. There may or may not have been a plausib le rea
son for so doi ng, and this will be examined below. But, should this have been the case,
there is no very co nvinci ng rea son why the Am erican Bank Note Co mpany should have re
peated this printing in 1880 . At that time, the Amer ican Bank Note Co mpany was making
special prin tings of the same stamps that they were printi ng as co ntemporaneous regular
issues, and they were also occasio nally reprinting some items which the Office of the 3rd
Ass' t PM Gener al had run out of. These were such item s as the I¢ 1869 issue, the I¢
Navy, the I¢ State, the 1¢ Execu tive and the 1874 2¢ Newspaper and Periodical. But since
the OX I Post Offi ce seal was neither contemporaneo us nor had any presumed supply of
these (as OX2) at the Office of the 3rd Ass' t PM General been exhausted, one must won
der why a printin g was made, if indeed it was.

One may spec ulate ab out how these seals came into existence, and I offer one such
idea. Wh en the 1865 Newspaper and Periodi cal stamps were reprinted in 1875, there see m
to have been a few pro blems. We know that these 1865 reprints were not delivered in time
for the start of the program , and that 750 copies of the regular issue stamps were sent to
the office of the 3rd Ass istant Postmaster General, so that orde rs for these stamps could be
filled . We also know that a lthough the Continental Ban k Note Co mpany printed some of
the various stamps in the first order placed by the 3rd A'ss t. PM General, i.e., the issues of
1857-60 (Scott 40 , et. seq.i and 1873 (Scott 167 et. seq.i , plu s the 1875 News paper and
Periodical stamps (PR33 et. seq.) and the Ofticial stamps (0 ISO et. seq.y, they did not
print the 1865 New spaper and Period ical stamps (Scott PR5 , 6 and 7).

However, the Co ntine ntal Bank Note Co mpa ny prepared new plates for these 1865
Newspaper and Peri odical stamps, as though they were going to receive the con trac t to
print them , and both perfora ted and imperforate copies of reprints from these new plates
are found in most serious collections today. There are no reference documents known
wh ich explain why Continenta l made these plates, or why National actua lly printed the
stamps, a lthough National had also reprinted the 1861-66 issue (Sco tt 102 et. seq.) and the
1869 issue (Sc ott 123 et. seq.).

Let' s speculate a bit. Suppose that Co ntinenta l was confide nt that they wo uld rece ive
the contrac t to print some or most of this first series of stamps, but were not sure that they
could retrieve some of the plates from National, and were also not sure whic h sta mps
would be incl uded in the order. If this were the case, then Continen tal might well have
made new plates for the 1865 Newspap er and Periodical stamps, and they also might have
made a new plate for the Post Office seal. Th is would be a gamble on their part, but wo uld
put them in a position to deli ver these items in a short time. Of course , they would have
printed some samples to show to the Post Office Department, and this co uld have been the
ori gin of the 1865 Newspaper and Periodical stamps made from Co ntinenta l's new plates
as we ll as the rep rints of the hard paper OX2 Post Office seals which are attributed to
Continental.

A bit of a different situation could also have produced the same result. We know that
Nat ional was awarded the co ntract for stamps other tha n those which Continental was to
print. Next, we know that National had some difficulties which resulted in delays in prin t
ing these, such as the 1865 Newspaper and Periodical stamps . If Co ntinental got wind of
these probl em s, they migh t have rushed to produce plates, in the hopes of taki ng the busi
ness away fro m National. In their zea l to do this, they may have made plates for both the
1865 Newspaper and Periodi cals, and also the Post Office seals, aga in because they may
not have been sure whether these would be included in the contract.

But while this might shed some light on the 1875 reprin ts on hard white paper, what
about the later 1880 soft pa per reprinting of OX I? In this author's opinio n, this reprinting
may be eas ier to explain than the 1875 reprinting. By the time that the Amer ican Bank
No te Company secured the printing contract for both regu lar issue stamps and the special
print ings of these , the specia l printing program had seeming ly fallen into a lackadaisical
120 Chronicle 182 / May 1999 / Vol. 5 1, NO.2



state. Sales of the stamps had never even vaguely approached initial expectations, and the
clerks in the office of the 3rd Ass't PM General only filled a few small orders each week.
(As an example, only 72 copies of the 90¢ Treasury stamp were sold, out of 10,000 cop ies
printed.) However, like many government programs, this one developed a life of its own,
and simply con tinued, despite any apparent inherent reason to do so. Dutifully, and per
haps without any understanding of the reasons, each time that a new stamp was issued, the
American Bank Note Company also made a "special printing" of the stamp, which was
supplied to the 3rd Ass' t PM General 's office. One can understand that those at American
might be confused about whether the "special printing" should be any different than the
regular print ing. The evidence is pretty conclusive that they could not convince themselves
that these stamps should be much different, and the later stamps in the series, such as Scott
205C, 211D and the Postage Due stamps, vary from very difficult to identify to imposs ible
to discriminate from the regularly issued stamps. In fact , the special printing of the 1883
2¢ Washington (Footnote to Scott 211B), of which only 55 copies were sold, has never
been identifi ed. There is a substantial body of evidence which leads to the concl usion that
in severa l cases, of which this may be one, the regular issue stamp was supplied instead of
a "special printing."

Perhaps because of the looseness or informality of this program in the ear ly 1880s,
American simply assumed that it should supply copies of each stamp to the 3rd Ass' t PM
General' s office, and, without any confirmation or written instructions to do so, simply
print ed some of the Post Office sea ls. However, whatever the reason , Amer ican sure ly
found out that the Post Office Department had no interes t in the reprints of these seals,
which may have been only printed as samples, and so, no more were printed. Those which
had been printed somehow found their way into private hands, and therefore appear in col
lections today. Of course, this specu lation still does not explai n why America n would have
resurrected the plates for the then obsolete seal and reprinted them . It is still just a mystery.

Speculating about OX5 is even more difficult. In theory, this sea l is printed on hard
white paper, similar to that used by Continental in 1875 . But OX4 , the regular issue seal,
was issued in 1879, and the Continental Bank Note Company no longer existed then. So
OX5 must have been printed by the American Bank Note Co mpany after 1879 . If this is
true, we are left to explain why the typical soft paper was not used.

There are several summarizing statements which can be made. The first is that nei
ther the hard paper nor the soft paper reprint of the 1872 sea l, OX I , appear to be offi cially
a part of the 1875 special printing program. The program apparently did not intend to have
these seals as part of it, there are no records of paying the bank note companies for print 
ing them, and there are no records of invoices to custo mers showing that they were pur
chased or otherwise obtained from the Office of the 3rd Ass' t PM General. The same re
marks apply to the hard paper reprint of the 1879 seal, OX4.

The second point follows from the first. If these sea ls were not an officia l part of the
program, then they may have been an inadvertent part of the program, i.e., some were
printed without an official sanction, and these found their way into the stamp collecting
community. A few possible reasons for this have been discussed above.

Finally, there seem to have been several varieties of these "special print ing" seals,
originating from apparently different plates. It is not the purpose of this article to treat
these details. As stated above, the primary purpose was to explore the question of whether
or not the reprints of these seals were part of the 1875 program . Those who wish to ex
plore the details further should review the study by Perkal and Kazman. 0
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
RICHARD F. WINTER, Editor
UNITED STATES MAILS TO THE MEXICAN EAST COAST
POST CIVIL WAR TO MEXICAN UPU

BY MICHAEL J. BROWN

Background
The advent of the American Civil War effect ively stopped all direct mails movi ng

between the eas tern United Sta tes and the east coast of Mexico. During the war several
temporary and indirect British mail routings were used by those wishing to correspond
wit h eas te rn Mexico by sea . Interest ingly, although the United States and the United
Mexican States had no direct mails, a postal convention was negotiated between them in
186 1. Thi s came about amid the turmoil of our Civil War and the days of confusion lead
ing up to the arri val of Maximilian, the short-lived emperor of Mexico . It was signed in
Mexico City on December II , 1861, proclaimed by President Lincoln on June 20, 1862,
and officially placed into effect under the signature of First Assistant Postmaster-General
John A. Kasson on Jul y 4, 1862.1 Charl es J. Starn es concluded that the treaty rates were
not used until Jul y 1870 based on his analysis of the postage received for letters from
Mexico which were reported in the annual Reports of the Postmaster General.' Cove rs in
the Lanman & Kemp Archive of the United States Phil atelic Class ics Society Stamp &
Cover Repository & Analys is Program (S.C.R.A.P.) reference collection,' however, show
exa mples of the treaty rates used as early as 12 February 1870 .

For letters to Mexico, the convention called for a United States domestic rate of 3¢
per half ounce plu s a sea rate of 7¢ per half ounce , for a total of IO¢ per half ounce. Th is
rate had to be prepaid . It paid for conveyance only to the Mexican port of entry. The cost
of inland carriage within Mexico normally was additional and collected at destination. The
co nvention rate to Mexico was, of course , very similar to the 1851 genera l 10¢ per half
ounce rate then in use for letters "... conveyed wholly or in part by sea, and to or from a
foreign country . . ." by stea mship for a distance under 2,500 miles. The latter rate was
amended in 1864 to IO¢ per half ounce regardl ess of the distance carried. Convention let
ters from Mexico to the United States will always show a postage due of 3¢ since the
Am eri can domest ic post age co uld not be prep aid in Mexico. Letters brought in by
steamships not carrying convention mails will show a postage due of 10¢, the norm al in
coming steamship rate.

New York Service
With the end of the Civil War, the United States government becam e interested in

reestab lishin g direct mai l contacts with Mexico. Charles Whitney obtained the initial gov
ernment mail contract for a twice monthly conveyance of the mails from New York to
Havana and the east coas t of Mexico. After Lee 's surrender in April 1865 , an advertise
ment appeared in a New York newspaper the following month :

'Report of the Postmaster General, 1862, Wierenga Repr int, pp. 159-163.
'Charles J. Starnes, "The U.S.-Mexican Postal Convention," Chronicle 108: 270-272 .
'The Lanm an & Kemp archive in the USPCS S.C.R.A.P.collection has over 4,900 covers ad

dressed to the United States from 55 different countries during the 1853-1880 time frame. All cov
ers have had their stamps cu t away, but most all of the markin gs are genera lly disce rnible. The
archive provides exce llent study material for postal history students and is available for loan through
the USPCS S.C.R.A. P. Administrator.
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SEA

Figure 1. Ports and routes used by United States mail steamers serving the Mexican east
coast.

Figure 2. Veracruz folded letter sheet dispatched October 22, 1865 aboard Whitney-char
tered packet Vera Cruz for New York. The missing stamp was probably a one-real
Mexican adhesive of the period. STEAMSHIP/10 marking denotes 10C postage due. (US
PCS S.C.R.A.P. Lanman & Kemp Archive reference collection)
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STEAM TO VE RA CRUZ VIA HAVANA. - TH E AME R
ican and Mexican Mail Steamship Company will de

spa tch the ir new and elegant sidew hee l steamers fro m New
York, co mmencing June 15, as follows:

MANH ATTAN, Captain Turn er, on the 15th of each month.
VER A C RUZ, Captain Gregory, on the Ist of each mon th.

For parti culars inquire of CHAS. A. WHITNEY, Agent,
26 Broadway:

By Jul y 9, 1865, Wh itney was also adve rtising for an addi tional intermediate stop at
Sisal' on the Yuca tan peninsula of Mexico (see Figure I).

Because of mai l service requirem ent s, a number of other stea mship co mpanies were
awa rded contrac ts to ca rry foreign mail to Havana in addition to Wh itney's Ame rica n and
Mexican Mail Stea ms hip line. However, with but a single possibl e exception (the General
Tran satlant ic Comp any discu ssed below), there was to be only one mai l contract carrie r at
a time from New York to the Mexican eas t coast for the years leading up to Mexico 's entry
into the UPU on Ap ril I, 1879. Thro ughout the 1865-79 period, the United States govern
ment never subsidized this Mexican mail route. All mail was carried " under act of Jun e 14,
1858, restricting the co mpensa tion to the postage on the mail transported ."? Thus, Whitney
was paid only for the mai l actually carried to Havana and Veracruz. Altho ugh the govern
ment did subs idize mail se rv ice to some destinations duri ng this ge neral period , such as to
Brazi l and Ch ina, Whitney's steamship line received no additional ope rating subsidies for
es tablishing his mail-carrying service to Mexico.

The cover show n in Figure 2 was mailed and dispatched from Veracru z on October
22, 1865 aboard the Am er ican and Mexican Mail Stea mship Company-chartered packet
Vera Cruz and arrived at New Yor k on November Ist. It is an early usage follow ing the
post-Civil War reestab lishment of the Mexico-United States direct mai ls. It resides in the
S.C.R.A.P. referenc e co llec tion. The black 29 mm circular date stamp origi na lly ca nceling
the now cut-away stamp wo uld have read FRANQUEADO/OCTBRE 22IVERAC RUZ
with the tran slati on of fra nqu ead o meaning "paid." T he missing stamp was prob ably a
one- rea l adhesive of the period, possib ly from the Coat of Arms or "Eag le" issue of 1864 
66, which wo uld have paid for domestic carriage from 1- 16 leagues' under the Mexican
postal tariffs of 1864. Th e black circular STEAMSH IP/I 0 marking was applied upon ar
rival at New York and den otes the incoming steamship rate since the treaty rates were not
yet in use. T his mar king 's util ization period was reportedly between Decem ber 185 1 and
May 1867.8

Charles Wh itn ey held the mai l co ntrac t thro ugh March 1867 . A listing of his
Am erican and Mexican Mai l Steamship Company sailings is shown in Table I . His com
pan y actually ow ned no steams hips of its own, but relied exclusively on charters to fulfill
its co ntrac tual ob liga tion s. In addi tion to mail for both the United States and Mexican gov
ernments, the stea me rs carried passengers, merchandi se and raw materials. Wh itney cut

"New York Herald, May 17, 1865. page 3, column 5.
'The small port of Sisal was a principal exporter of an important, durable white hem p of the

same name which was used for manufacturing hard fiber cordage and twine.
647th Congre ss, 2nd Sess io n, Se nate, Exec ut ive Docum ent No . 65, Letter fro m The

Postmaster General, February 12, 1883, respond ing to Senate resolution of December 27, 1882 for
ce rtain information respecting the transportation of ocean maiIs.

'The length of a Spanish league used in Mexico as a distance measurement was approximate
ly 2.6 statute miles.

'Theron Wierenga , United States Incoming Steamship Mail 1847-1875 (Muskegon, Michigan:
Th eron Wierenga, 1983). pp 170- 171.
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back to a single monthly sailing beginning Ju ly 1866, and there was no southbound sailing
at all in February 1867.

Figure 3 shows a folded letter sheet carried on one of the last of Whitney's mail ser
vice steamers, also from the USPCS S.C.R.A.P. Lanman & Kemp Archive. It was ma iled
and dispatched from Veracruz on February 12, 1867 aboard the Americ an and Mexican
Mai l Steamship Company-chartered pack et Alabama, arriving at New York on February
24th. As common with all such archive mater ial, its single stamp has, unfortunately, been
removed. Since the cover weig hs less than one-half ounce, the missing franking was likely
a 13-centavos stamp of the Maximili an issue of 1866, which under the Mexican postal tar
iff of 1864 wou ld have paid for a letter co nveyed dom esticall y 1-16 league s. The red dou
ble oval handstamp at lower le ft is the marking of H. D 'OLEIRE Y CIA, a known
Veracru z forwardi ng agent. The circular black STEAMSHIP/I 0 handstamp shows the IO¢
postage due and was appli ed at New York. Again , the IO¢ postage due indicated that the
treat y rate s were not in effect.

The United States Post Office Department may have tried to interest another compa
ny in begi nning a monthly mail service to the Mexican eas t coast during the las t half of
1866, per haps because of displeasure with Whitney 's service cutback in Ju ly. At var ious
times the General Tra nsatlantic Company (George McKenzie, Ag ent) advertised in the
New York Herald for direct service to Veracruz with the steamers Tampico, Vera Cruz and
Florida . Departures were scheduled from New York on Sep tember 8th, Oc tober 3rd,
October 3 1st and November 28th. The Tampico and the Vera Cruz did depart New York
bound for Veracruz on September 8th and Octob er 2nd, but the oth er sailings apparently
did not take place. The United States Mail and Post Offi ce Ass istant for September and
October 1866 showed mail sailings for Mexico scheduled on September 5th and October
3rd . These were the original scheduled sailing dates for Tampico and Vera Cruz, so these
steamers may have carried United States mail s for Mexico .

Figure 3. February 1867 usage from Veracruz carried aboard steamer Alabama on one of
the last American and Mexican Mail Steamship Company sailings. Removed stamp was
probably a 13-centavos adhe sive of 1866 " M axi m ilian" issue . Postage due of 10¢. (US
PCS S.C.R.A.P. Lanman & Kemp Archive reference collection)
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In Apri l 1867, E.W. Turner, the former cap tain of the steamer Manhattan, took over
the mail co ntract fro m Whitney. Turn er was agen t-owner for the Mexican Mail Steamship
Co mpany. He operated the monthly service over the identical route as had Whitne y, that is,
New York to Havana to Sisal to Veracruz and return by the same ports. Ou tbo und, the
steamers ca rried United Stat es foreig n mai ls for Havana and Me xico. On their ret urn ,
Turner 's steamers ca rried Mexican foreign mails to Havana and New York . A list ing of the
Mexican Mail Steamship Company sailings is shown in Tab le 2. Like Whitney, Turner
owned no steamships and char tered the vessels used in his service.

At the en d of 1867 , a signi fica nt change in the economics of the Uni ted States
Me xico mail steamer rou te took place . The firm of F. Alexandre & Sons of New York ob
tained fro m the Mexican government an important subsidy co ntract, which was signed
Decembe r 24 , 1867 . With this co ntract, the Mexican gove rnment promised to pay a mail
subs idy of 2 ,200 pesos for each round trip voyage. Exe mptions from various Mexica n
maritime dues amo unted to another 6,768 pesos annually. For its part , the shipping co mpa
ny was co mmitted to no fewer than 18 such voyages eac h yea r between Veracruz and New
York via Sisa l and Havana. The contract was to last for three yea rs." Thi s pote ntial annual
subsidy of 46 ,368 pesos was approx imate ly equivalent to the same amo unt in U.S. do llars
and represen ted a tremendous operatio nal advan tage for F. Alexandre & Sons. The sca le of
this adva ntage can be see n by noting that the annual amounts paid by the Mexican gove rn
ment during the early yea rs of the con tract were about 25 times what the Unites States
Post Office De partment was paying durin g the same period for mails carried to Mexico."

Earlier in October 1867, F. Alexandre & Sons had inaugurated its new serv ice with
the follow ing classified advertisement:

FOR SISAL AND VERA CRUZ - TH E STEAMSHIP
FAH-KEE, Captain Liesega ng, will sail for above port s,

from pier 28 East river, on Thursday, Oct. 3, at 3 P.M. For
fre igh t or passage apply to J.(sic) ALEXAN DRE & SONS , 44

Beaver street."
Fro m October throu gh December 1867, F. Alexandre & Sons co mpete d head to head

with Turn er's Mexican Mail Steamship Co mpany, although Alexan dre's steamships appar
ently did not carry mail. However, by the end of December, Turn er was out of business,
and F. Alexand re & So ns took over his gove rnme nt mail co ntract to provide serv ice to
Havana and Mexico. The folded letter sheet illustrated in Figure 4 was carried on one of F.
Alexandre & So ns' first mai l carrying voyages (shown through the courtesy of Kenn eth A.
Pitt Postal History). Th e 10¢ Washington franking was from the 186 1-68 issue. The letter
was mailed at New York by the forward ing agent MOLLER & TH EBAUD. Their blue
double oval handstam p can be see in the lower left. The stam p was cance led with a fancy
8-d iamond killer known to be used by the Foreign Division of the New York Post Office;
however, there is no circular date stamp on either the front or reverse sides of the cover.
The endorseme nt and interna l dating indica tes the letter was carried aboard the Alexa ndre
chartere d stea mship Georgia which departed New York on February 4, 1868. The letter
probably was put ashore at Sisal where it was sent on to Laguna de Terminos down the
coast abo ut 190 miles to the southwe st, arriving about Febr uary 25th (per inner docketing).
The large black 2 denotes the two rea les (equal to about 25¢ U.S.) to be co llec ted upon de
livery for the dom est ic porti on of the postage.

"Karl H. Schimmer & John M. Heath, Mexican Maritime Mail (Limassol, Cy prus: James
Bendon Ltd , 1997), pp. 190- 196.

"This rat io was es timated based upon the 46,368 pesos annu al Mexican subsidy and the
$ 1,726 to $ 1,97 1 paid by the U.S. Post Office Department for the years 1868 to 1870 as reported by
the Reportis] of the Postmaster General, 1868-1870, reprint ed by Theron Wierenga, 1977 and 1978.

"Nell' York Herald, Sep tem ber 27, 1867, page 12, column 4.
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Figure 4. February 1868 folded letter sheet from the early post-Civil War period carried by
the chartered steamer Georgia on one of the first mail carrying voyages of F. Alexandre
& Sons. (Pitt dealer stock)

Figure 5. Triple rate cover carried on the Alexandre-chartered steamer Cleopatra which
departed New York February 2,1870 and after a trouble-filled, interrupted voyage arrived
Veracruz about February 27th . Large black 5 handstamp marks the five reales (63¢)
postage due, since the 30¢1869 issue paid postage to port of entry only. (Forster collec
t ion)
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F. Alexandre & So ns now had the advantage of earning ma il revenues in both direc
tions in addition to accruing inco me from passengers, merc handise and raw material car
goes. Its New York and Mexi ca n Mai l Steamship Compa ny (la ter the New York, Havana
and Mexican Mail Steamship Company ), known also as the Alexan dre Line, was to domi
nate the New York to Mexi can east coas t steamship service well into the 1880s before it
was eventually so ld to the New York and Cuba Steamship Co mpa ny (the Ward Line).

For the first three years of the Alexandre Line, its Mexican route was New York to
Veracruz via Havana and Sisal , with stops occasionally at other secondary Mexican ports.
An example of a lett er mailed during this period is shown in Figure 5. The co ver, from the
co llect ion of Jeffrey M. Forster, was fran ked with the 30¢ value of the 1869 issue. This
pa id a triple 10¢ per ha lf ounce rate for direct packet serv ice to Mexico. The letter was
ca rried on the Alexandre-c hartered steamer Cleopatra whic h depart ed New York on
February 2, 1870. The Cleopatra ran into a ga le on February 4th off Cape Hatteras, lost
her stern post and rud der, and limped back into New York on February 10th. After repairs
it de par ted aga in on February 15th and finally arrived at Veracruz on or about February
27 th. The large black 5 hand stamp applied at Veracruz denotes the five reales required un
der the 1864 Me xican postal tariffs for internal postage for delivery to a destin ation of less
than 16 leagues. Five reales was then equal to about 63¢; Mexican domestic postage rates
were very high during this period.

Unlike its predecessor co mpanies, the Alexandre Line almos t immedia te ly began
co ntrac ting fo r the buildi ng of its ow n stea mships. Th eir first stea mship, the City of
Mexico, 1,500 ton s, began co nstruc tion in 1868 and made her inaugural run on February
20, 1869 to Havana and Veracr uz and return . Initially, the co mpa ny also used chartered
vessels, but by April 1870 it had a sufficient numb er of co mpany-owned vesse ls so that,
wit h relatively few lapses, it was able to provi de service almost entirely with it own steam
ers.

Beginning mid- 187 1, the route changed, possibly at the req uest of the Mexican gov
ernment. It became New York to Veracruz via Havana, Progreso and Campec he. The latter
two were secondary ports on the Yucatan peninsula and arc shown on the map in Figure I.
This revised routing co ntin ued , with occasional minor exce ptions for the co nvenience of
the Mexican gove rnme nt, through September 1874. Sailin gs throughout this seve n year pe
riod of the New York and Mexican Mail Steamship Company are listed in Table 3.

Figure 6 illustra tes a usage from the latter part of this period . The franking was the
10¢ Jefferson and 30¢ Hamilton of the Contin ental Bank Note Company printing of 1873,
which paid a quadruple 10¢ per half ounce rate for Amer ican packet direct serv ice. The
letter was mailed by the New York forward ing agent MOLLER & TH EBAUD, whose blue
doubl e oval hand stamp ca n be seen at uppe r left. It was carried in the mail s aboard the
Alexa ndre Line steams hip City of Mexico which sailed from New York on November 8,
1873 and arrived Veracru z on or about November 2 1, 1873. Th e large 16mm black 6 hand 
stamp was applied by a Veracruz postal clerk . It represents the six rcale s (about 75¢) inter
nal postage due to be co llec ted upon delivery.

The Alexa ndre Line 's co ntrac t with the Mex ican gove rnment was renewed with little
c ha nge fo r an add iti on al two years in May 1870 and ag a in for two mor e years in
December 1871. In December 1873, the cont ract again was extended with an increase in
the subsidy to a minimum of 45,000 pesos annually plus tax exe mptions of another 7,200
pesos."

New Orleans Service
The Mexican gov ern men t had long desired an efficient mail steamer route between

Veracruz and New Orl eans. France maintained an extensive mail steam packet sys tem in

12 Schimmer & Heath , op. cit., pp. 191-1 92.
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Figure 6. 10¢ and 30¢ 1873 Continental Bank Note issues pay quadruple rat e from New
York on November 8,1873 on Alexandre st eam er City of Mexico arri vi ng Veracruz about
November 21st. Postage du e of 6 reales (75¢) .

the West Indies dur ing the 1860s and throughout much of the last half of the nineteenth
cen tury. In Sep tember 1865 during the reign of the French- supported emperor of Mex ico,
Maximilian , the French established Ligne Annexe F (translated as Extension Line F) from
Veracruz to Tamp ico and Matamoros and return . During the period Apri l to December
1866 this route was extended on to New Orleans." On this monthl y trip , the French mail
packets may have carr ied mail to and from New Orleans; however, this could not be deter
mined with certainty by the auth or. (During this period , the only announce ment by the
Unit ed State s Post Office Department found by the auth or co ncerning Fren ch mails from
New Orleans pertain ed to mail to be exchanged with the French postal agen cy at Havana,
Cuba .) With the dep arture of Fr en ch mi litar y forces from Mexico , the death of
Maximi lian , and the subsequent reduction of French interes ts and influence in the country,
Ligne An nexe F ceased operations in January 1868.

In January 1867 the United States Mail and Post Office Assistant annou nced that the
U.S. had arranged with the Genera l Post Department of France "for the exchange of mails
by means of the new line of French mail packets established between Havana and New
Orleans, running in connection with the French line of packets conveying mail s between
St. Nazaire (France) and Veracruz."!' Thi s routin g description was certainly referring to
Ligne Annexe M (New Orleans to Havana)." Although it was possible to send mail from

"Raymond Salles, La Paste Maritime Francoise Historique et Cata logue, Tome IV, Les
Paquebots de L'Atlantique Nord (Alencon, France: Imprimerie Alenconnaise, 1965), page 177.

"Reprint of United States Mail & Post Office Ass istant, Janu ary 1867 (Chicago , Illinois :
Collector s Club of Chicago, 1975), page 302.

"Salles, op. cit., page 196, describes the routing and operation of Ligne Annexe M between
New Orl ean s and Havana. The first French steam packet sailing from New Or lean s was on
November 13, 1866 and arrived Havana on November 16, 1866. Service on Ligne Annexe M was
discontinued in August 1869.
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New Orlean s to Mexico via Havana by this arra ngement, it appea rs not to have been a very
favo red route, eve n tho ugh the rate was 10¢ per half ounce . Perha ps the reason can be seen
in the particul ars of this French line . Around the 13th of eac h month, mail leaving New
Orl eans via the French stea m packet was taken to Havana to make a connect ion with the
monthly French stea me r trave lingfrom Veracruz to St. Nazaire. To be ca rried in the French
mail s, suc h mail for Mexico would have to awa it the return of the packet from France be
for e it co uld proc eed to Veracruz . Therefore, the use and expense of a forwarding agen t,
either in New Orl ean s or Havana, was probably necessary by this route, in orde r to make a
mo re timely deliver y to Veracruz.

By 1873 the Mexica n governmen t was negotiating with F. Alexandre & Sons to es
tablish a second U.S .-Mexico mail rou te, this one a direct route between New Orleans and
Verac ruz . A contract was signed on March 26, 1873 providing for a subsidy of 1,800 pesos
per ro und trip a lo ng w ith the same tax exe mptions as prov ide d for the New York to
Verac ruz route.II> However, delays in implem entation result ed in the inaugura l run not be
ing made until October 1874.

Initiall y, the Alexa ndre Line serv iced this new con tract simply by expanding its New
York to Veracruz route. Beginning with the sai ling of the City of Mexico fro m New York
on October 10, 1874 , the Alexa ndre Line 's Mex ican route of New York-Havana-Progreso
Ca mpec he- Verac ruz was ex tended by adding a leg that inc luded the seco ndary Mexican
ports of Tuxpan and Tam pico en rou te to New Orleans (see the map at Figure I). The re
turn trip was the reverse of this route, that is, New Orleans-Tampico-Tux pan-Veracruz
Ca mpec he-Progreso-Havana-New York. F. Alexandre & So ns' age nt in New Orlea ns was
J.M. Witherspoon, who regul arly advertised in the local New Orleans newspapers for this
new Mexican service as show n in Figure 7.

Although the init iat ive of the Mexican gove rnme nt led to the establishmen t of the
New Orleans-Veracruz route, the United Sta tes Post Office Department almost immediate
ly mad e use of it to carry its foreign mails to Mexico. The effec t was to provide serv ice
fro m New York about every three weeks, as well as service from New Or leans abo ut every
three wee ks, or abo ut 18 de par tures per yea r from eac h port. This routing picture remai ned
unch anged for two years . An example of a cover with routing via New Orleans dur ing this
period is show n in Fig ure 8. Fra nked with two 10¢ Jefferso ns of the 187 3 Contine nta l
Bank Note Company issue, this do uble rate letter was mailed at New York on Fe bruary 15,
1875 by the forwarding age nt FR ED 'K PROB ST & CO whose blue circular date sta mp is
at lower left. It was ca rried by rail to New Orl eans where it was placed aboard the
Alexa ndre Line stea ms hip City of Merida which departed New Orleans on Febru ary 20,
J875 and arrived at Verac ruz on February 26, 1875 (con firmed by circular date stamp on
rever se). Th e sma ll 8mm black 25c. handstamp applied at Veracr uz denotes 25 centavos
internal postage due on delivery at Guada lajara under the 1874 Mex ican domestic rates for
a letter of less than one ounce carried more than 17 leagues.

The Alexa ndre Lin e began experimenting with a significa nt operat iona l change in its
Mexi can se rv ice in November 187 6 . Th e change did not affec t the postal se rvice as
Alexandre's steams hip departures co ntinued eve ry three wee ks from New York and New
Orleans as before. The co mpany simply changed how it accomplished the sailings. W hen
the City of Mex ico sa iled from New York on November 4, 1876 , it was not to return to its
hom eport until February 27 , 1877 . The Alexa ndre Line used the vesse l to operate a New
Orleans to Vera cru z shuttle. During that alm ost 17-week period before returning to New
York, it mad e four additional round trip s between New Orlean s and Veracruz. Befo re the
retu rn of the Cit)' of Mex ico, Alexandre dispatched the City of Merida to take over the
shutt le.

"Sc hirn mer & Heath , op. cit., page 193.
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Figure 7. Ad from the Wednesday, January 26,1875 New Orleans Picayune.

Figure 9 illustrates a cover that was carried on the Alexandre Line stea mship City of
Mex ico on the ve ry firs t shutt le run made to Veracruz . It is franked with a pair of
Continental IO¢ Jeffersons and was mailed at New Orleans on December 2, 1876 by the
New Orlean s forwardin g agent MANUEL PAYRO whose blue double oval handstamp can
be seen in the lower left. The letter was in the mails placed aboard the City of Mexico de
parting that same day, and it arrived at Veracruz on or about December 8th. The small
7mm black -35cs. handstamp refers to the 35 centavos due upon deli very for dom estic
Mexican postal charges for a letter of one to two ounces conveye d less than 17 leagues.

Although there was a short-lived interrupti on of the New Orl eans to Veracru z shuttle
in the summer of 1877 that was prolo nged by the wreck of the City of Havana in Aug ust
1877 , the Alexandre Line had agai n fairly well settled back into its shuttle by December
1877. Its stea mers began staying away for longer periods on the shutt le before returning to
New York . The City of Mexico was ass igned to the shuttle for almos t 26 weeks in the
Novemb er 1877 to May 1878 time frame, and then aga in begin ning Jun e 1878 and lasting
past Mexico 's April I, 1879 entry into the UPU. Table 4 provides the overall Mexican ser
vice picture for the Alexandre Line for the period October 1874 throu gh March 1879. In
additi on, an extract listing showing only the New Orleans to Vera cru z shuttle is provided
by Table 5.

The cove r shown in Figure 10 illustrates a letter mailed shortly before Mexico joined
the UPU. Th e letter was mailed on February 2 1, 1879 at New York by the forwa rding
agent FRED 'K PROB ST & CO. It was franked with the IO¢ Jefferson of the American
Bank Note iss ue of 1879 and is an exa mple of the ea rl ies t known use of th is stamp.
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Figure 8. Double rate letter from New York February 15, 1875 and sent by rail to New
Orleans. There, it was dispatched aboard the Alexandre Line's City of Merida which de
parted February 20th and arrived Veracruz February 26th from whence it was sent
overland to Guadalajara. Postage due of 25 centavos.

Figure 9. New Orleans, December 2, 1876 letter to Veracruz by the Alexandre Line's City
of Mexico making the initial New Orleans-to-Veracruz shuttle run; arrived Veracruz about
December 8th. Letter prepaid to port of entry by pair of 10C Continental Jeffersons for di
rect service via American packet. Postage due of 35 centavos.
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Figure 10. New York , February 21, 1879 letter to Guadalajara, dispatched the following
day on Alexandre steamer City of New York; arrived Veracruz on March 6th. Franked
w ith the earliest recorded usage of the 10C Jefferson of the American Bank Note issue of
1879.

Although the cove r was postmarked Febru ary 2 1, the Alexa ndre Line steamer City ofNew
York actually departed February 22nd and arr ived Veracru z on March 6, 1879 (per back
stamp). There it was marked with the small 8mm black 2Sc . requiring the co llect ion of 25
centavos upon delivery at Guadalajara.

The Mexican government and F. Alexandre & Son s signed a contrac t revision in
January 1878. The revision merely co nfirmed what was already in effect by calling for
some 38 to 40 trips annu ally between Veracruz, New Orl ean s and New York. " By actual
count for 1878 from the Mexican gove rnment's poin t of view, there were 2 1 Veracruz to
New York sai lings and 18 Veracruz to New Orleans sailings, or a tota l of 39 sailings. From
the United States Post Office Department's view, the se rvice had also improved. By the
latter half of 1878, the Alexandre Line was providing an average three and one-half depar
tures each month to Mex ico from New York and New Orlea ns co mbined. For the Pos t
Office Department this compares quit e favorably to the average one and one-ha lf depar
tures per mont h from New York alone seen in the first half of 1874, two years before the
New Orleans shuttle began. Because the Mexican government paid the Alexandre Line
substantial subsidies to provide this level of service, the Post Office Departmen t got its
more frequent service at litt le or no co st. Since th e department only compens ate d
Alexandre based upon the sea postage portion paid for the United States foreign mai ls, the
govern me nt wa s the recipient of a se rv ice bargain courtesy of the Alexandre Line ' s
Mexican government subsidies.

Sailing and Steamship Data Tables
The principal sources for the listings of sailings found in Tables I through 5 are the

microfilm records of the New York Maritim e Register and the New York Herald located at
the Mariners ' Museum Research Library and Archives in Newport News, Virginia. Th e
New York Maritime Register was particul arly valuable for tho se sa ilings occurring after its
inaugural publication in Jun e 1869. It was publi shed for the Merchants' Exchange and
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News Associatio n of New York and was an exhaustive digest and wee kly compend ium
prov iding vessel type, name, captain , date and port departed from, port departed for and
last reported port, as well as a wea lth of other maritime informat ion . Table 6 is an alpha
betica l listi ng of known steamships that carried mai l between the eas tern United States and
the east coast of Mexico. The vessels listed are on ly those used on the United Stat es to
Mex ican east coast route during the period covered. The Alexandre Line was also engaged
separately on the New York to Havana route , competing on this route with several other
lines during this per iod. Alexandre freque ntly shifted steamers between the two routes to
meet requirements, and , of course, those on the New York to Veracruz run also carried
mail to Havana. The Alexandre Line also owne d the City of Washington, which was built
in 1877, but it was used only on the New York to Havana route during this time. In addi 
tio n, the Alexandre Line purc hased some vesse ls after Apri l 1879 that are not addressed
here . These vessels inc luded City of Alexandria, City of Puebla and City of Campeche.
Information about the ge neral partic ulars of the steam ships used on the Mexican routes is
found in Table 7. It was taken from various annual volumes of American Lloyd 's Universal
Register of Shipp ing from 1865-1879, also located in the Mari ners ' Mu seum Research
Library and Archives . Abbreviations used in Tables I through 5 are: NY-New York; VC
Veracru z; NO-New Orl eans; Dep-departed; Art-arrived; unk-un known. Where brackets [ 1
are used , the da tes shown are estimates of expected arriva l and departure dates. 0

"Schimmer & Heath, op. cit., page 195.
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TABLE 1
American & Mexican Mail Steamship Company

(Charles A. Whitney, Agent)

DepNY ArrVC STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNY

1865

15 Jun [25 Jun] Manhattan 28 Jun 7 Jul
1 Jul [12 Jul] Vera Cruz 14 Jul 25 Jul
15 Jul [25 Jul] Manhattan 28 Jul 8 Aug
1 Aug [12 Aug] Vera Cruz 14 Aug 26 Aug
15 Aug [25 Aug] Manhattan 28 Aug 7Sep
8Sep [19 Sep] Vera Cruz 21 Sep 2 Oct
23 Sep [3 Oct] Manhattan 5 Oct 15 Oct
9 Oct [20 Oct] Vera Cruz 22 Oct I Nov
23 Oct [3 Nov] Manhattan 7 Nov 17 Nov
8 Nov [18 Nov] Vera Cruz 22 Nov 2 Dec
23 Nov [3 Dec] Manhattan 6 Dec 16 Dec
8 Dec [19 Dec] Vera Cruz 24 Dec 4 Jan
23 Dec [3 Jan] Manhattan 7 Jan 18 Jan

1866

9 Jan [19 Jan] Vera Cruz 23 Jan 2 Feb
23 Jan [4 Feb] Manhattan 8 Feb 17 Feb
8 Feb [20 Feb] Vera Cruz 23 Feb 7 Mar
24 Feb [6 Mar] Manhattan 9 Mar 19 Mar
10 Mar [20 Mar] Vera Cruz 22 Mar 2 Apr
24 Mar [4 Apr] Manhattan 8 Apr 18 Apr
10 Apr [ ] Vera Cruz [ ] [ ]
25 Apr [5 May] Manhattan 8 May 18 May
10 May [23 May] Andrew Johnson 26 May 8 Jun
25 May [3 Jun] Manhattan 6 Jun 15 Jun
11 Jun [22 Joo] Daniel Webster 26 Jun 6 Jul
25Joo [5 JuI] Manhattan 9 Jul 18 Jul
13 Jul [25 Jul] Daniel Webster 31 Jul II Aug
10 Aug [21 Aug] Manhattan [24 Aug] 4 Sep
10 Sep [21 Sep] Manhattan 30 Sep 10 Oct
13 Oct [23 Oct] Manhattan 26 Oct 6 Nov
12 Nov [23 Nov] Manhattan 28 Nov 8 Dec
15 Dec [26 Dec] Manhattan 29 Dec 10 Jan

1867

21 Jan [3 Feb] Alabama 12 Feb 24 Feb
5 Mar [17 Mar] Alabama 23 Mar 4 Apr
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TABLE 2
Mexican Mail Steamship Company

(E.W. Turner, Agent)

DepNY

1867

ArrVC STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNY

15 Apr
21 May
6 Ju1
14 Aug
14 Sep
5 Oct
25 Oct
19 Nov
2 Dec

[28 Apr] Virginia 4 May 17 May
[4 Jun] Virginia 8 Jun 23 Jun
[20 Ju1] Virginia [24 Jul] 6 Aug
[30 Aug] Georgia 8 Sep 25 Sept
[1 Oct] Virginia 8 Oct 25 0 ct2

[21 Oct] Georgia 31 Oct 15 Nov
[7 Nov] Wilmington 10 Nov 24 Nov
[2 Dec] Georgia 4 Dec 19 Dec
[17 Dec] Virginia 20 Dec 4 Jan

'Georgia was towed from Charleston to New York by the steamship Manhattan due to a
mecha nical breakdown.

2Virginia had to lay to for 5 days between Veracruz and Sisal on the return voyage.

--r- -

Figure 11. City of Mexico, 1500 tons, built for the Alexandre Line in 1868 and placed in
service on the New York to Mexico route in early 1869. (Courtesy of the Mariners '
Museum of Newport News, Virginia)
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TABLE 3
New York and Mexican Mail Steamship Company - 1867TO 1874

(F. Alexandre & Sons, Agent)

DepNY

1867

3 Oct
260ctl

9Noy
16Noy
24Dec2

28 Dec

1868

14 Jan
4 Feb
10 Mar
4 Apr
24 Apr
14 May
3 Jun
23 Jun
12 Jul
1 Aug
22 Aug
11 Sep
I Oct
21 Oct
lONoy
30Noy
19 Dec

1869

9 Jan
29 Jan
20 Feb4

10 Mar
30 Mar

ArrVC

[18 Oct]

[23 Nov]
[1 Dec]

[11 Jan]

26 Jan
[17 Feb]
[25 Mar]
[17 Apr]
[8 May]
[27 May]
[ ]
[6 Jul]
[26 Jul]
[11 Aug]
[5 Sep]
[22 Sep]
[15 Oct]
[3 NoY]
[25 Nov]
[13 Dec]
[3 Jan]

[22 Jan]
[11 Feb]
[5 Mar]
[23 Mar]
[11 Apr]

STEAMSHIP

Fah-Kee
Thames
MtVemon
Fah-Kee
MtVemon
Georgia

Nightingale"
Georgia
Alabama
Virgo
Nevada
Virgo
Nevada
Virgo
Grenada
San Francisco
Grenada
San Francisco
Alabama
San Francisco
Grenada
San Francisco
Grenada

San Francisco
Cleopatra
City of Mexico
Cleopatra
City ofMexico

DepVC

25 Oct

26Noy
4 Dec

16 Jan

20 Feb
2 Apr
22 Apr
11 May
31 May
[ ]
10 Jul
30 Jul
20 Aug
10 Sep
1 Oct
19 Oct
7Noy
30Noy
18 Dec
7 Jan

28 Jan
15 Feb
9 Mar
27 Mar
16 Apr

ArrNY

8Noy

18 Dec
20 Dec

29 Jan

4 Mar
16 Apr
5 May
25 May
13Jun
[ ]
22 Jul
12 Aug
30 Aug
4 Oct
11 Oct
3 Nov
20Noy
14 Dec
31 Dec
23 Jan

10 Feb
1 Mar
23 Mar
8 Apr
27 Apr

IThis sailing of the Thames for F. Alexandre & Sons is unconfirmed, as it was advertised in
the newspaper but no actual departure or return was found .

2This sailing of the Mt Vernon is unconfirmed, as it was advertised in the newspaper but no
actual departure or return was found.

3Nightinga/e was driven onto a reef during a storm while anchored at Veracruz on 1/27/1868.
' City ofMexico 's maiden voyage.
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DepNY ArrVC STEAMSHIP DepVC Arr NY

1869 (Cont.)

19 Apr [1 May] Cleopatra 6 May 17 May
8 May [21 May] City of Mexico 26 May 7 Jun

29 May [11 JUD] Cleopatra 15 JUD 26 Jun
18 JUD [1 Jul] City of Mexico 5 Jul 21 Jul
8 Jul [21 Jul] Cleopatra 25 Jul 6 Aug
29 Jul [11 Aug] City ofMexico 14 Aug 26 Aug
17 Aug [ ] Cleopatra 10 Sep 22 Sep
6 Sep [20 Sep] City of Mexico 23 Sep 6 Oct
30 Sep5 Cleopatra
11 Oct [24 Oct] Cleopatra 28 Oct 11 Nov
16 Oct [28 Oct] City of Mexico 3 Nov 14 Nov
16 Nov [29 Nov] Cleopatra 4 Dec 16 Dec
4 Dec [17 Dec] City of Mexico 21 Dec 31 Dec
25 Dec [6 Jan] Cleopatra 11 Jan 22 Jan

1870

13 Jan [26 Jan] City of Mexico 31 Jan 12 Feb
2 Feb'' Cleopatra
15 Feb [27 Feb] Cleopatra 1 Mar 13 Mar
22 Feb [7 Mar] City of Mexico 12 Mar 23 Mar
19 Mar [1 Apr] Cleopatra 6 Apr 27 Apr?
2 Apr [15 Apr] City of Mexico 20 Apr 2 May
13 May [26 May] City of Mexico 30 May 12 Jun
2 Jun" [14 JUD] City of Merida 19 Jun 30 JUD

22 JUD [4 Ju1] City of Mexico 9 Ju1 20 Jul
12 Jul [24 Jul] City of Merida 30 Jul 10 Aug
1 Aug [14 Aug] City of Mexico 18 Aug 30 Aug
20 Aug [1 Sep] City of Merida 7Sep 18 Sep
10 Sep [23 Sep] City of Mexico 28 Sep 11 Oct
1 Oct [15 Oct] City of Merida [18 Oct]9 2 Nov
20 Oct [2 Nov] City of Mexico 6 Nov 19 Nov
9 Nov [22 Nov] City of Merida 26 Nov 7 Dec
29 Nov [12 Dec] City of Mexico 16 Dec 29 Dec
19 Dec [1 Jan] City of Merida 5 Jan 16 Jan

5Cleopatra put back into NY for unknown reasons 10/4/1869.
6Cleopatra put back into NY 2/10/1870due to a lost stem post and rudder from a gale on

2/411870 off Cape Hatteras.
7Cleopatra was towed into Hampton Roads412311870 by steamerMorro Castle after breaking

a crank pin on her machinery off the Virginia Capes. Cleopatra was subsequently towed to New York
by the steamer Saratoga.

8City ofMerida 'smaiden voyage.
"City ofMerida was detained for 5 daysby weather off Sisal, Mexico, on her return voyage.
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DepNY ArrVC STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNY

1871

7 Jan [20 Jan] City of Mexico 23 Jan 6 Feb
28 Jan [9 Feb] City ofMerida 14 Feb 25 Feb
17 Feb [4 Mar] City ofMexico 7 Mar 19 Mar
9 Mar [22 Mar] City of Merida 26 Mar 5 Apr
29 Mar [11 Apr] City of Mexico 15 Apr 27 Apr
18 Apr [3 May] City of Merida 7 May 19 May
9 May [21 May] City of Mexico 25 May 61un
31 May [121un] City of Merida 161un 261un
171un [1 luI] City of Mexico 5 Jul 15 Jul
7 lui [20 JuI] City of Merida 24 lui 4 Aug
27 Jul [8 Aug] City ofMexico 13 Aug 24 Aug
16 Aug [29 Aug] City of Merida 2Sep 13Sep
5 Sep [21 Sep] City of Mexico 26 Sep 9 Oct
25 Sep [7 Oct] City ofMerida 12 Oct 23 Oct
17 Oct [31 Oct] City of Mexico 5 Nov 16 Nov
4 Nov [16 Nov] City of Merida 21 Nov 3 Dec
24 Nov [8 Dec] City of Mexico 11 Dec 23 Dec
14 Dec [27 Dec] City of Merida 30 Dec 10 Ian

1872

3 Jan [17 Ian] City of Mexico 20 Jan 1 Feb
23 Ian [6 Feb] City of Merida 9 Feb 22 Feb
12 Feb [26 Feb] City of Mexico I Mar 14 Mar
2 Mar [16 Mar] City of Merida 20 Mar 1 Apr
23 Mar [7 Apr] City of Mexico 10 Apr 24 Apr
12 Apr [25 Apr] City of Merida 30 Apr 11 May
4 May [16 May] City ofMexico 18 May 29 May
22 May [4 Jun] City of Merida 8 Jun 19 Jun
11lun [25 Jun] City of Mexico 301un 11 Jul
1 lui [14 luI] City of Merida 18 Jul 30 Jul
24 Jul io [6 Aug] City ofHavana 7 Aug 20 Aug
10 Aug [23 Aug] City of Merida 27 Aug 8Sep
30 Aug [13 Sep] City of Mexico 16 Sep 29 Sep
19 Sep [2 Oct] City of Merida 7 Oct 19 Oct
9 Oct [22 Oct] City ofMexico 26 Oct 7 Nov
29 Oct [11 Nov] City of Merida 16 Nov 12 Decll

18 Nov [2 Dec] City of Mexico 6 Dec 18 Dec
17 Dec [29 Dec] City of Merida 1 Ian 13 Jan
28 Dec [11 Jan] City of Mexico 15 Jan 29 Ian

IOCity ofHavana 's maidenvoyage.
"City ofMerida arrived Savannah 11/28/1872 with disabled machineryand sailed from

Savannah 12/9/1872 .
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DepNY ArrVC STEAMSHIP DepVC Arr NY

1873

18 Jan [1 Feb] City of Merida 4 Feb 17 Feb
6 Feb12 [20 Feb] City of Mexico 22 Feb 10 Mar
28 Feb [12 Mar] City of Merida 19 Mar 30 Mar
20 Mar [3 Apr] Cleopatra 7 Apr 21 Apr
10 Apr [24 Apr] City of Mexico 29 Apr 11 May
1 May [ ] Cleopatra 23 May 3 Jun
22 May [6 Jun] City of Mexico 9 Jun 23 Jun
14 Jun [27 Jun] Cuba 1 Jul 13 Jul
3 Jul [18 Jul] City of Mexico 22 Jul 3 Aug
26 Jul [9 Aug] Cuba 13 Aug 25 Aug
16 Aug [30 Aug] City of Mexico 2 Sep 15 Sep
6 Sep [20 Sep] Cuba 24 Sep 7 Oct
27 Sep [11 Oct] City of Mexico 15 Oct 27 Oct
18 Oct [1 Nov] Cleopatra 5 Nov 17 Nov
8 Nov [21 Nov] City of Mexico 29 Nov 10 Dec
29 Nov [13 Dec] Cleopatra 17 Dec 29 Dec
20 Dec [3 Jan] City of Mexico 7 Jan 21 Jan

1874

10 Jan [24 Jan] Cleopatra 31 Jan 12 Feb
31 Jan [15 Feb] City of Mexico 19 Feb 2 Mar
21 Feb [6 Mar] Cleopatra 11 Mar 23 Mar
14 Mar [28 Mar] City of Mexico 31 Mar 13 Apr
4 Apr [18 Apr] Cuba 22 Apr 4 May
26 Apr [8 May] City of Mexico 13 May 25 May
16 May [29 May] Cuba 3 Jun 14 Jun
7 Jun [20 Jun] City of Mexico 24 Jun 6 JuI
27 Jun [II Jul] Cuba 15 Jul 27 Jul
18 Jul [1 Aug] City of Mexico 4 Aug 17 Aug
8 Aug [23 Aug] Cuba 26 Aug 7 Sep
29 Aug 10 Sep City of Mexico 16 Sep 28 Sep
20 Sep [3 Oct] Cuba 8 Oct 21 Oct

" City ofMexico is believed to have stoppedoffat Key Westen route.
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TABLE 4
New York, Havana and Mexican Mail Steamship Company -1874 TO 1879

(F. Alexandre & Sons, Agent)

DepNY ArrVC STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNO DepNO ArrVC DepVC ArrNY

1874

10 Oct [23 Oct] City of Mexico [27 Oct] 2 Nov 8 Nov [14 Nov] 17 Nov 30 Nov
31 Oct [12 Nov] Cuba [16 Nov] 22 Nov 2 ' Nov [5 Dee] 9 Dec 22 Dee
24 Nov [6 Dee] City of Merida [9 Dee] 15 Dee 19 Dec [25 Dec] 29 Dec 10 Jan
15 Dec [27 Dec] City of Mexico [31 Dec] 6 Jan 9 Jan [15 Jan] 19 Jan 1 Feb

1875

5 Jan [18 Jan] City ofHavana [21 Jan] 27 Jan 30 Jan [5 Feb] 9 Feb 22 Feb
26 Jan [7 Feb] City of Merida [10 Feb] 16 Feb 20 Feb 26 Feb 2 Mar 16 Mar
16 Feb [1 Mar] City of Mexico [4 Mar] 10 Mar 14 Mar [20 Mar] 23 Mar 6 Apr
9 Mar [21 Mar] City ofHavana [25 Mar] 31 Mar 4 Apr [6 Apr] 14 Apr 27 Apr
30 Mar [12 Apr] City of Merida [16 Apr] 22 Apr 25 Apr [1 May] 4 May 17 May
20 Apr 3 May City of Mexico [7 May] 13 May 17 May [23 May] 26 May 8 Jun
11 May [23 May] Cuba [25 May] 1 Jun 6 Jun [12 Jun] 15 Jun 28 Jun
1 Jun [14 Joo] City of Merida [18 Joo] 24 Joo 27 Jun [3 Jul] 6 Jul 19 Jul
22 Jun' City of Mexico
26 Jun [10 Jul] City of Mexico [11 Jul] 17 Jul 21 Jul [27 Jul] 31 Jul 12 Aug
13 Jul [26 Jul] City ofHavana [29 Jul] 4 Aug 8 Aug [14 Aug] 17 Aug 31 Aug
3 Aug 15 Aug City of Merida [18 Aug] 24 Aug 28 Aug [3 Sep] 7 Sep 20 Sep
24 Aug [6 Sep] City ofMexico [9 Sep] 15 Sep 19 Sep [25 Sep] 28 Sep 13 Oct
14 Sep [26 Sep] City ofHavana [1 Oct] 7 Oct 8 Oct [14 Oct] 21 Oct 2 Nov
5 Oct [17 Oct] City ofMerida [20 Oct] 26 Oct 30 Oct [5 Nov] 11 Nov 23 Nov
26 Oct [7 Nov] City of Mexico [11 Nov] 17 Nov 21 Nov [27 Nov] IDee 14 Dec
17 Nov' [7 Dec] City of Havana [8 Dec] 14 Dec 18 Dec [24 Dec] 25 Dec 5 Jan
7 Dec [19 Dec] City of Merida [22 Dec] 28 Dec 2 Jan [8 Jan ] 11 Jan 24 Jan
28 Dec [10 Jan] City of Mexico [14 Jan] 20 Jan 23 Jan [29 Jan] 1 Feb 14 Feb

1876

18 Jan [30 Jan] City ofHavana [4 Feb] 10 Feb 13 Feb [20 Feb] 26 Feb 8 Mar
8 Feb [20 Feb] City ofMerida [25 Feb] 2 Mar 5 Mar [12 Mar] 17 Mar 28 Mar
29 Feb [12 Mar] City of Mexico [16 Mar] 22 Mar 27 Mar [2 Apr] 4 Apr 17 Apr

'City of Me xico was damaged in a collisionwith Spanish bark Virgin de Montserrat on 6/22/1875. put back
into New York on 6/23/1875.

"Ctty ofHavana put into Tybee Island (off Savannah) disabledon 11/22/1875 and sailed on 11/3011875 for
Havana. A sister ship, City ofNew York, put into Tybeeon 11/29/1875, presumably to bring repair parts to the
City ofHavana, and sailed on to Havana the same day.
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DepNY ArrVC STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNO DepNO ArrVC Dep VC ArrNY

1876 (Cont.)

21 Mar [2 Apr] City of Havana [5 Apr] II Apr 16 Apr [22 Apr] 26 Apr 8 May
12 Apr [24 Apr] City of Merida [29 Apr] 4 May 7 May [13 May] 16 May 29 May

2 May 14 May City of Mexico [18 May] 24 May 28 May [3 Jun] 7Jun 19 Jun
23 May [4 Jun] City of Havana [8 Jun] 14 Jun 19 Jun [25 Jun] 27 Jun II Jul
13Jun [25 Jun] City of Merida [29 Jun] 5 Jul 9 Jul [15 Jul] 19 Jul I Aug
6 Jul [17 Jul] City of Mexico [20 Jul] 26 Jul 30 Jul 4 Aug 10 Aug 22 Aug
25 Jul [6 Aug] City ofHavana [9 Aug] 15 Aug 20 Aug [26 Aug] 30 Aug 12 Sep
15 Aug [27 Aug] City of Merida [30 Aug] 5Sep 10 Sep [16 Sep] 19 Sep 3 Oct
5 Sep [18 Sep] City of Mexico [20 Sep] 27 Sep 1 Oct [7 Oct] 10 Oct 26 Oct
26 Sep [8 Oct] Cuba [II Oct] 17 Oct 22 Oct [28 Oct] I Nov 13 Nov
17 Oct [29 Oct] City of Merida [1 Nov] 7 Nov 12 Nov [18 Nov] 22 Nov 5 Dec
4 Nov [17 Nov] City of Mexico [22 Nov] 29 Nov 2 Dec] [8 Dec]

[12 Dec] 18 Dec 22 Dec [28 Dec]
[3 Jan] 10 Jan 13 Jan [19 Jan]
[24 Jan] 31 Jan 4 Feb [11 Feb] 15 Feb 27 Feb

25 Nov [8 Dec] City ofHavana 17 Dec 30 Dec
16 Dec [29 Dec] City of Merida 5 Jan 15 Jan

1877

6 Jan [18 Jan] City ofHavana 26 Jan 6 Feb
27 Jan [9 Feb] City of Merida [14 Feb] 20 Feb 24 Feb [2 Mar]

[6 Mar] 12 Mar 17 Mar [23 Mar] 27 Mar 7 Apr
17 Feb [I Ma r] City of Havana 7 Mar 20 Mar
13 Mar [25 Mar] City of Mexico [27 Mar] 2 Apr 8 Apr [14 Apr]

[18 Apr] 24 Apr 28 Apr [4 May]
[9 May] [15 May] 2 1 May [27 May] 30 May II Jun

3 1 Mar [12 Apr] City of Havana 19 Apr 29 Apr
2 1 Apr [3 May] City of Merida 9 May 21 May
12 May [25 May] City of Havana 28 May 4 Jun 10 Jun [16 Jun] 19 Jun I Jul
2 Jun [15 Jun] City of Merida [20 Jun] 26 Jun 1 Jul [7 JuI] 10 Jul 23 Jul
23 Jun [5 Jul] City of Mexico [10 Jul] 16 Jul 22 Jul [29 Jul] 31 Jul 12 Aug
14 Jul [26 Jul] City of Havana (31 Aug] 6 Aug 13 Aug"
4 Aug [16 Aug] City of Merida 22 Aug 3Sep
25 Aug [7 Sep] City of Mexico 14 Sep 24 Sep
15 Sep 27 Sep City of Merida 2 Oct 14 Oct
6 Oct [18 Oct] City of Mexico 25 Oct 6 Nov

lWith this voyage Alexandre Line began operating a NewOrleans to Veracruz shuttle.
"City ofHavana , Captain Phillips in command, ran aground on the Tuxpan reefsoutside the Tuxpan harbor

8/15/1877. An attempt was made by the City ofMerida to haul her off, but to no avail, and the City ofHavana was
eventually wreckedby the pounding of the sea.
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DepNY ArrVC STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNO DepNO ArrVC DepVC ArrNY

1877 (Cont.)

27 Oct [9 Nov] City ofMerida [13 Nov] 19 Nov 27 Nov [3 Dec] 8 Dec 19 Dec
31 Oct [11 Nov] City ofVera Cruz 13 Nov 25 Nov
17 Nov [30 Nov] City of Mexico [12 Dec] 18 Dec 23 Dec [29 Dec]

[41an] 10 Ian 161an [211an]
[221an] 28 1an 1 Feb [7 Feb]
[8 Feb] 14 Feb 17 Feb [23 Feb]
[28 Feb] 5 Mar 10 Mar [16 Mar]
[21 Mar] 27 Mar 31 Mar [6 Apr]
[10 Apr] 16 Apr 24 Apr [30 Apr] 5 May 17 May

9 Dec [20 Dec] City of New York 26 Dec 10 Ian
29 Dec [10 Ian] City of Merida 151an 281an

1878

191an [311an] City ofNew York 6 Feb 18 Feb
9 Feb [21 Feb] City of Merida 26 Feb 11 Mar
2 Mar [14 Mar] City ofNew York 19 Mar 1 Apr
23 Mar [4 Apr] City of Merida 9 Apr 22 Apr
16 Apr 28 Apr] City of New York [5 May] II May 16 May 22 May

[26 May] 11un 91un [15 lun]
[21 lun] 27 1un 301un [61ul] 101ul 20 lui

30 Apr [12 May] City of Merida 18 May 29 May
14 May [26 May] City ofVera Cruz l1un 12 Jun
l1un [151un] Carondolet 20 1un 2 1ul
171un [29 Jun] City of Mexico [21ul] 8 Jul 2 1 lui [27 lui]

[311ul] 6 Aug 12 Aug [18 Aug]
[21 Aug] 27 Aug 1 Sep [7 Sep]
[14 Sep] 20 Sep 25 Sep [1 Oct]
[5 Oct] 12 Oct 16 Oct [23 Oct]
[28 Oct] 4 Nov 8 Nov [14 Nov]
[16 Nov] 22 Nov 27 Nov [3 Dec]
[7 Dec] 13 Dec 19 Dec [25 Dec]
[29 Dec] 41an 8 Jan [141an]
[18 Jan] 241an 281an [3 Feb]
[7 Feb] 15 Febs 20 Feb [26 Feb]
[1 Mar] 7 Mar 13 Mar [19 Mar]
[22 Mar] 28 Mar 1 Apr [7 Apr]

29Jun [111ul] City ofVera Cruz 17 lui 281ul
131ul [25 Jul] City of Merida 31 Jul 12 Aug

'City ofMexi co madea stopat Galveston, Texas, 2/13/1879 en route from Veracruz to New Orleans.
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Dep NY Arr VC STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNO DepNO ArrVC DepVC ArrNY

1878 (Cont.)

27 Jul [8 Aug] City of New York 13 Aug 26 Aug
10 Aug [21 Aug] City of Vera Cruz 27 Aug 8Sep
24 Aug [5 Sep] City of Merida 11 Sep 23 Sep
7 Sep [20 Sep] City ofNew York 25 Sep 7 Oct
2 1 Sep [4 Oct] City of Vera Cruz 9 Oct 21 Oct
5 Oct [17 Oct] City of Merida 24 Oct 5 Nov
19 Oct [31 Oct] City of New York 6 Nov 18 Nov
2 Nov [14 Nov] City ofVera Cruz 20 Nov I Dee
16 Nov [28 Nov] City of Merida 4 Dee 15 Dec
30 Nov [11 Dec] City of New York 17 Dee 31 Dec
14 Dec [26 Dec] City ofVera Cruz 1 Jan 12 Jan
28 Dec [9 Jan] City of Merida 15 Jan 26 Jan

1879

11 Jan [23 Jan] City ofNew York 30 Jan 11 Feb
26 Jan [7 Feb] City ofVera Cruz 12 Feb 24 Feb
8 Feb [20 Feb] City of Merida 26 Feb )6Ma~

22 Feb 6 Mar City of New York 13 Mar 23 Mar
8 Mar [20 Mar] City of Vera Cruz 26 Mar 6 Apr
23 Mar [4 Apr] City of Merida 9 Apr 22 Apr

6City ofMerida put into Tybee Island (off Savannah) 3/9/1879because of a broken crosshead on her
engine and sailed on for New York 3/1411879.

f(

Figure 12. City of New York, 1,715 tons, built in 1873 and initially placed in service by the
Alexandre Line on its New York to Havana run, transferred to Alexandre's Mexican route
in late 1877. (Courtesy of the Mariners' Museum of Newport News. Virginia)
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TABLE 5
NewYork, Havana and Mexican Mail Steamship Company

Extract o(Sailings New Orleans - Veracruz, 1874.1879

STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNO DepNO ArrVC

1874

Cityof Mexico [27 Oct] 2 Nov 8 Nov [14 Nov]
Cuba [16 Nov] 22 Nov 28 Nov [5 Dec]
City of Merida [9 Dec] 15 Dec 19 Dec [25 Dec]
City of Mexico [31 Dec] 6 Jan 9 Jan [15 Dec]

1875

City of Havana [21 Jan] 27 Jan 30 Jan [5 Feb]
Cityof Merida [10 Feb] 16 Feb 20 Feb 26 Feb
Cityof Mexico [4 Mar] 10 Mar 14 Mar [20 Mar]
Cityof Havana [25 Mar] 31 Mar 4 Apr [6 Apr]
Cityof Merida [16 Apr] 22 Apr 25 Apr [1 May]
City of Mexico [7 May] 13 May 17 May [23 May]
Cuba [25 May] 1 Jun 6Joo [12 Jun]
Cityof Merida [18Joo] 24Joo 27Joo [3 JuI]
City of Mexico [11 JuI] 17JuI 21JuI [27 JuI]
City of Havana [29 Jul] 4 Aug 8 Aug [14 Aug]
City of Merida [18 Aug] 24 Aug 28 Aug [3 Sep]
Cityof Mexico [9 Sep] 15 Sep 19 Sep [25 Sep]
Cityof Havana [1 Oct] 7 Oct 8 Oct [14 Oct]
Cityof Merida [20 Oct] 26 Oct 30 Oct [5 Nov]
Cityof Mexico [11 Nov] 17Nov 21 Nov [27 Nov]
Cityof Havana [8 Dec] 14 Dec 18 Dec [24 Dec]
Cityof Merida [22 Dec] 28 Dec 2 Jan [8 Jan]

1876

Cityof Mexico [14 Jan] 20 Jan 23 Jan [29 Jan]
Cityof Havana [4 Feb] 10 Feb 13 Feb [20 Feb]
Cityof Merida [25 Feb] 2 Mar 5 Mar [12 Mar]
Cityof Mexico [16 Mar] 22 Mar 27 Mar [2 Apr]
Cityof Havana [5 Apr] 11Apr 16 Apr [22 Apr]
Cityof Merida [29 Apr] 4 May 7 May [13 May]
Cityof Mexico [18 May] 24 May 28 May [3 Joo]
Cityof Havana [8 Joo] 14Jun 19 Jun [25 Jun]
Cityof Merida [29 Jun] 5 Jul 9 Jul [15 JuI]
Cityof Mexico [20 JuI] 26 JuI 30JuI 4 Aug
City of Havana [9 Aug] 15Aug 20 Aug [26 Aug]
Cityof Merida [30 Aug] 5 Sep 10 Sep [16Sep]
Cityof Mexico [20 Sep] 27 Sep 1 Oct [7 Oct]
Cuba [11 Oct] 17 Oct 22 Oct [28 Oct]
Cityof Merida [l Nov] 7 Nov 12 Nov [18 Nov]
Cityof Mexico [22 Nov] 29 Nov 2 Dec [8 Dec]

[12 Dec] 18 Dec 22 Dec [28 Dec]
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STEAMSHIP DepVC ArrNO DepNO ArrVC

1877

City of Mexico [3 Jan] 10 Jan 13 Jan [19 Jan]
[24 Jan] 31 Jan 4 Feb [11 Feb]

City of Merida [14 Feb] 20 Feb 24 Feb [2 Mar]
[6 Mar] 12 Mar 17 Mar [23 Mar]

City of Mexico [27 Mar] 2 Apr 8 Apr [14 Apr]
[18 Apr] 24 Apr 28 Apr [4 May]
[9 May] [15 May] 21 May [27 May]

City ofHavana 28 May 4 Jun 10 Jun [16 Jun]
City of Merida [20 Jun] 26 Jun 1 Jul [7 Jul]
City of Mexico [10 Jul] 16 Jul 22 Jul [29 Jul]
City of Havana [31 Aug] 6 Aug 13 Aug'
City of Merida [13 Nov] 19 Nov 27 Nov [3 Dec]
City of Mexico [12 Dec] 18 Dec 23 Dec [29 Dec]

1878

City of Mexico [4 Jan] 10 Jan 16 Jan [21 Jan]
[22 Jan] 28 Ian 1 Feb [7 Feb]
[8 Feb] 14 Feb 17 Feb [23 Feb]
[28 Feb] 5 Mar 10 Mar [16 Mar]
[21 Mar] 27 Mar 31 Mar [6 Apr]
[10 Apr] 16 Apr 24 Apr [30 Apr]

City of New York [5 May] 11 May 16 May 22 May
[26 May] lJun 9 Jun [15 Jun]
[21Iun] 27Iun 30Iun [6 lui]

City of Mexico [2 Jul] 8 lui 21 Jul [27 Jul]
[31 luI] 6 Aug 12 Aug [18 Aug]
[21 Aug] 27 Aug I Sep [7 Sep]
[14 Sep] 20 Sep 25 Sep [1 Oct]
[5 Oct] 12 Oct 16 Oct [23 Oct]
[28 Oct] 4 Nov 8 Nov [14 Nov]
[16 Nov] 22 Nov 27 Nov [3 Dec]
[7 Dec] 13 Dec 19 Dec [25 Dec]
[29 Dec] 4 Jan 8 Jan [14 Ian]

1879

City of Mexico [18 Jan] 24 Ian 28 Jan [3 Feb]
[7 Feb] 15 Feb 20 Feb [26 Feb]
[1 Mar] 7 Mar 13 Mar [19 Mar]
[22 Mar] 28 Mar 1 Apr [7 Apr]

'City ofHavana, wreckedon the reefsoutsidethe Tuxpan harbor 8/15/1877.
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TABLE 6
LISTING OF MAIL CARRYING STEAMSIDPS

Eastern United States to East Coast of Mexico
Post American Civil War to Mexico UPU

A&MMSS GENTR MMSS ALEX LINE ALEX LINE
STEAMSIDP CHRTD. CHRTD. CHRTD. CHRTD. OWNED

Alabama X X
Andrew Johnson X
Carondolet X
City ofHavana X
City of Merida X
City of Mexico X
City ofNew York X
City of Vera Cruz X
Cleopatra X
Cuba X
Daniel Webster X
Fah-Kee X
Georgia X X
Grenada X
Manhattan X
Mt Vernon X
Nevada X
Nightingale X
San Francisco X
Tampico X
Thames X
Vera Cruz X X
Virginia X
Virgo X
Wilmington X

LEGEND:
A&MMSS
GENTR
MMSS
ALEX LINE

CHRTD.

American & MexicanMail SteamshipCompany
General Transatlantic Company
Mexican Mail SteamshipCompany
AlexandreLine:alsoknownasF. Alexandre& Sons; NewYork & MexicanMail Steamship
Company; and NewYork, Havana & Mexican Mail Steamship Company

Chartered
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TABLE 7
LISTING OF STEAMSHIP DATA

Steamship Tonsrrype Year BuiltIWhere Owner/Agent Dimensions

AMERICAN & MEXICAN MAlL STEAMSHIP COMPANY

Alabam a 10SIISW 18S0INew York M 0 Roberts 207x3Sx22
Andrew Johnso n unk unk unk unk
Daniel Webster 776/SW 18S3/Greenpoint J H Sears 220x31xlO
Manhattan 1338/SW J86SINew York G Quintard & 0 219x36x20
VeraCruz 1433/SP J854l1iverpool Gen Trans At! Co 249x34x24

GENERAL TRANSATLANTIC COMPANY

Tampico l433/SP 18S411iverpool Gen Trans At! Co 249 x34x24
Vera Cruz l433/SP 18S411iverpool Gen Trans Atl Co 249 x34x24

MEXICAN MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY

Georgia 67 liSP I863IDumbarton Williams & Guion 206x27x14
Virginia 442/SP I860/Clydc Pertz Bro I7Sx26x 13
Wilmington 737/SP I86S/Wilmington Williams & Guion 18Sx28x17

ALEXANDRE LINE - CHARTERED

Alabama 10SIISW 18S0INew York MO Robert s 207x3Sx22
Carondolet IS02/SP I873IMystic C H Mallory & Co 2S0x36x21
Cleopatra 104S/SP 186SIFairhaven Murray Ferris & Co 20OX3SX23
Cuba 107S/SP 1863IFairhaven Mordecai & Co 220x34x27
Fah-Kee 60 liSP I862INew York Waydell &Co 176x30x1 8
Georgia 67 liSP I863lDumbarton Williams & Guion 206x27x 14
Gren ada 764/SP I864lNew York LearyBro 181x29x2 9
Moun t Vernon 6 17/SP I 863/Grcenpoint Bos N S B Co 180x28x16
Nevada 914/SP 1864lMystic Wake Gook & Dick 160x32
Nightingale 849/SP 1863IMystic C H Mallory & Co unk
San Francisco 1137/SW 18S3/Philadelphia MORoberts 219x3Sx21
Thames S46/SP I862IMystic RLowden ISOx31xl7
Virgo 11421SP 18621Fairhaven Murray Ferris & Co I92x32

ALEXANDRE LINE - OWNED

City of Havana' ISIS/SP 1872/Greenpoint F Alexandre&Sons 24Sx37x26
City of Merida' 1492/SP I 870/Greenpoint F Alexandrc&Sons 236x36x18
City of Mexico' IS00/SP 18681Greenpoint F Alexandre&Sons 219x36x20

City of New York' 171 S/SP 1873/Greenpo int F Al exandre&So ns 339x40x28

City of Vera Cruz 1874/SP 1874/Greenpoi nt F Alexandre&Sons 286x37x26

LEGEND:
SW - Side Wheel Paddle Steamer
SP - Screw Propeller Steamer
Dimensions - length x beam x freeboard (in feet)

'Wrecked offTuxpan, Mexico, 8/ISI1877.
'Destroyed by fire in Havana harbor , 9/411884.
' Foundered off Cape Hatteras, 3/2111901, as converted barge.
'Destroyed by fire in 1880.
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THE COVER CORNER
RAYMOND W. CARLIN, Editor
ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE 180
Two of the problem covers in the November Chronicle 180 received no comments

from our Route Agent s, so I'll provide an editor's opinions and perhaps awaken some re
sponses.

First are the two 1868 covers, Figure I, from Cincinnati to the same addressee on a
U.S. ship in Panama. Why was the February cover paid 10¢, and the April cover only 3¢?

I believe it could be significant that the earlier cover paid the 10¢ and the later cover
the 3¢. Perhaps Fleet Paymaster Looker advised his correspondent s that he could receive
mail, care of the U.S. Consul at Panama, at the domestic rate . Does anyon e have other cov
ers from the Looker correspondence that would corroborate this conjecture or provide a
different reason?

Hold the press! A last minute message from Greg Sutherland provides a source of in
formation that the U.S. Consuls at Colon and at Panama City each received mail in sealed
bags for his office or to his care for other parties. The source is a letter to the U.S. House
of Representati ves from D.M. Key, Postmaster-General, forwarding a report of Mr. l .W.
Fralick received on the 23d Novemb er 1878 (ten years after our problem covers). Mr.
Fralick had been authorized to visit various South American states for the purpose of in
quirin g into the postal services of those states, and of promoting the interest s of the com
merce of the United States with South America. His report included appended reports of
Consul Thorington at Aspinwall (Colon ), Consul Long at Panama and "the valuable letter"
of Hon . Franci s W. Rice, Commissioner to the South Am erican States at Panama .
Pertinent excerpts are:

The condition of postal matters at this port (Colon), and on this isthmus .. . and
mail-matt er to Panama by the Panam a Railroad . . .The United States furnishes mail
matter to this point through the New York post-office.

The mails are brought to the consulate in sea led bags addressed to the United
States Consul. The Consul assorts the mail and retains all mail -matter addressed to
him self and famil y; or to his care for naval or other officers of the Unit ed States
Government:
If we can assume that a similar process existed in 1868, mail could be sent to certain

Panama addre ssees paying the 3¢ domestic rate through the New York post office and de
livered by the U.S. Consul. Can anyone document this with an official post office regula
tion? Also, was this a practice followed for other U.S. Con sulates?

Next is the 1865 cover, Figure 2, from Vancouver, W.T. to Sacramento paid by "Chg
box 61 / W.w.K." but with no amount of postage marked . Why ?

A guess is that for a large mailing, such as to all Masonic Lodges in the northwest
U.S., the Vancouver Postmaster didn 't bother to mark the postage on each item (or inad
vertently missed one in a stack), but charged the total postage to the sender's account at 3¢
each. Presumably, the postage was prepaid. If the postage were not prepaid, 6¢ each would
have been charged upon delivery in accordance with the Act of March 3, 1863 which dou
bled postage on non-prepaid mail.
ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE 181

Figure 3 shows an 1867 cover from Malaga , Spain via London to Philadelphia. Thi s
is a straightforward example of U.S.-Spain mail in the absence of a postal treaty between
these countries. Combinations of the U.S.-British postal convention of 1848, effective 15
February 1849, and the British-French and Anglo-Spanish postal conventions were used
prior to the GPU rates in 1875.
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Figure 1. February and April 1868 covers to Panama - one paid 10C. one paid 3C

Figure 2. Vancouver. W.T. cover to Sacramento in 1865
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Figure 3. 1867 cover from Malaga , Spain to Philadelphia
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Greg Sutherl and provided answers to the rates and routing of this cove r as follows :
The two 20¢ centimos (4 reales) stamps pay the correct 'I.-ounce letter rate from

Spa in to England which covered Spanish internal. Frenc h transit and British transit and
sea postage when carried by British packet to the U.S. ' The black "2 1" indicates that
this cove r we nt by America n packet and due 21¢, 16¢ for the packet and 5¢ for U.S.
delivery.

There are two stea mships under contract to carry U.S. mails from England which
co inc ide with the dates on our cover : the Inman Lin e City of Baltimore departing
Liverpool 6 Nove mber, Queenstown 7 November, arriving New York 17 Novemb er;
and the North Germa n Lloyd Bremen depart ing Southamp ton 5 November, arriving
New York 17 Nove mber.'

The "P.O. PHI LA I NOV I IT' CD S does not appea r in Philadelphia Postal
Markings except as a duplex marking used at the Germantown substation.

Figure 4. "STEAMBOAT" cover to Baltimore with "DUE 2 cts."

The "STEAMBOAT" cover to Baltimore with "DUE 2 cts .,' Figure 4, bro ught a
comprehensive response from Route Age nt Don Evans. He writes:

T he cover in qu est ion was prob ably brough t into Balt imore by a coasta l or
Chesapeake Bay. non-mail-contract steamer. It was there deposited with the post office
and entered into the mails. The postal rate for this type of service was fi ve cents.

Ass uming the dat e for mail ing to be Apr il 6. 1863, the follow ing regulations
would apply:

Section 164 of the Postal Regulations of 1859, under the heading of Ship
and Steamboat Letters. defi nes these letters as follows:

"Sec. 164. Th e terms ship letters and packets, embrace the letters and packets
brought into the United States from foreign countries, or carried from one port in the
Untied Stat es to another, in any private ship or vessel, before such letters have been
mailed."

Sec tion 171 of the same regulation authorizes the receiving postmaster to pay the
master of the vesse l the sum of two cents for his service in transporting the letter.

Sec t io n 175 s ta tes " Le tte rs b rou ght by s tea m boa ts sho uld be ma rked
'S teamboat: at the time of receiving them."

'Richard F. Winter. u.S.-Spail/ Mails via Brit ish Conve ntio n, 1849-1 876, Suppleme nt to
Chronicle 147 (Vol. 42, No . 3)(August 1990).

' Walter Hubbard and Richard F. Winter, No rth Atlantic Mail Sailings, 1840-/875 (Ca nton,
Ohio: U.S. Philatelic Class ics Soc iety, lnc., 1988).
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Under a Postal Act, Section 9, dated Februa ry 12, 1861 , and effective May I,
1861, the rate for ship letters (as defined above) was established to be five cents for let
ters to be delivered at the post office where the ship arrived. Thi s is a change from the
six cent rate that had previously been in effect. (Note: this includ es steamers.)

The correct rates and charges concerning ship and steamboat mail for this period
are difficult to extract. The regulations and postal bulletin s frequently appear to be con
tradictory and overlappin g. Steamboat mail on interior rivers and lakes seems to be
handled at times in a way different than coastal steamboat mail. The difference between
ship mail and steamboat mail, if any, is not well defi ned . Various interpretat ions of the
laws and regulat ions have resulted in unusual rates seen on covers for the period, and
the relative scarcity of marked steamboat mail covers after the beginning of the Civil
War results in a limited number of examples to study.

My analysis of the cover would place its likely or igin at a stea mboat port in
Chesapeake Bay where the sender handed a letter, paid with 3¢ postage, to the purser or
master of a steamboat that did not have a mail contrac t. The steamboat made port at
Baltimore and deposited the letter at the post office, along with a request for reimbu rse
ment for his "way" se rvice . Th e postm aster gave him his 2¢ , marked the cover
"Steamboat" as requi red, and also "Due Zcts,' to make up the correc t rate of 5¢ for an
incoming ship letter.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR ISSUE 182
Route Agent J.Y. Woollam of England has submitted the large size cover in Figure 5

from Victoria to New York for explanation of the postage co llec ted. He describes the
markin gs on the front (shown) and the back (too dark to copy) as follows:

The cover is franked with 8 shillings in stamps, a very high rate, as the single
letter rate to the USA was 6 pence. The stamps are cance led with a "MELBOURNE / 2
K / AU 28 / 68" CDS. Endorsed "Via Panama" ; it would have gone by the Panama,
New Zealand and Australian Royal Mail Company, prob ably by the S.S. M atawa to
Panama . There is an arrival company CDS "MAGUIRE COTHRAN & CO. / OCT / 22
/ 1868" on the front and an embossed oval "MAGUIRE & Co / MELBOURNE" plus a
manuscript "Aug 27 & 28, 1868" on the back.

Rate markings - all in manuscript:
Front - "80" in ink - upper left

"80 Cents Due" in pencil - right
" H (or is it "$" ?) 1.80" in pencil - bottom left

Back - "Carrier is anxious (?) for the postage (?) I Collect H($?) 1.80"
Mr. Woollam asks, what was the postage to be coll ected, $ 1.80 or 80 cents? If the

"80" refers to a steamship charge, how does the total com e to " 1.80" ? Did depreciated cur
rency rating apply?

The cover in Figure 6 presents a challenge in decipherin g the postage rates due and
charged. A triple CDS strike indicates it originated in "DRESDEN / 14 JUN / 57 ." All
cover markin gs are in black except for a "6" (crosse d through) and an "8" on the back (not
shown), and a smudged "2" on the front which are all in blue ink. It is endorsed in Old
German Script at upper left "Nord Amerika / tiber Aac he n," addressed to New Haven, Ct.
and forwarded to Peacedale, R. Island.

The cover went via Prussian Closed Mail and received an "AACHEN / 16 / 6 / 10
cts," CDS , the " I0 cts,' a debit for a double rate - over a half oun ce, but not over an ounce.
But the " 10 cts ,' is crosse d through and replac ed (?) by a large manu script "20 ," which is
overstruck by a "NEW YORK / 60 / JUN / 30 / AM. PKT. A bold "Ford 69" in manu script
completes the markings, apparently the "60" debit in the New York CDS plus 9 cents for
forwarding.

Please explain the postal markin gs on this cover and point out any discrepancies.
* * * * *
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Figure 5.1868 cover from Melbourne, Victoria to New York via Panama
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Figure 6. 1857 cover from Germany to New Haven and forwarded

Please send your answe rs to the problem cove rs for thi s issue, and any further dis
cussio n of previous answe rs to other probl em covers, within two weeks of rece iving your
Chronicle. The "go to press" deadline for the August Cover Corner is Jul y 10, 1999. I can
receive mail at 906 8 Fontainebleau Terrace, Cincinnati , Ohi o, 4523 1-4808, and now have
an E-Mail address: RWCarlin@ao l.com.

New examples of problem cove rs are needed for The Cover Co rner. We have suc
cess fully experimented with using copies of cove rs produ ced by high resolution copiers,
eithe r in black and white or in co lor, instead of requiring black and white photographs.
This should make it easier to submit covers. Please send two co pies of eac h cove r, includ
ing the reverse if it has significant markings. It is also important to identify the co lor of
mark ings on covers submitted in black and white. Thanks. 0
II~ EI
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Bibl iopole
Since 1965

Leonard H. Hartmann

PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
http://pbbooks.com

Authoritative Philatelic Literature

US, CSA, Maritime, Forgery, GB and the Empire, etc.
Purchaser of major and minor philatelic libraries, stocking new titles from
over 100 publishers. l IZ page Stock Catalog: $3 to a US address, Foreign by air $5.

PB Blank Pages , Mylar and Page Boxes
The state of the art for both archival preservation and appearance, our pages are 100% cotton
rag. neutral pH and buffered; blank and quadrill e. Custom steel engraved page heads and
paneling available. Will run on most Laser Jet Printers. All made exclusively for us in the US.
Page Sample r: $3 to a US address. Foreign by air $7.

P.O. Box 36006, Louisville, KY 40233
Phone (502) 451-0317, Fax (502) 459-8538
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ADVERTISER INDEX

M atth ew Benn ett , Inc 108

Guido Craveri 102

Charles G. Firby 109

L eonard H. H artmann 155

Ivy & M ader Phi latel ic A uctions. Inc 10 I

Victor B . Krievi ns 80

James E. L ee .Inside Back Cover

A ndrew L evi tt , Philatel ic Consulta nt 11 6-17

Jack E. M olesw orth . Inc .In side Fro nt Cover

Schuy ler Rumsey Phi latelic A uctio ns 156

Brad Sheff 83

Shreves Phi latelic Ga l leri es, Inc 77

Robert A . Siegel A uctio n Gall er ies, Inc 82, Back Cove r

Spi nk 78
CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Car riag e. wagon, harness, l ive ry
sta ble. blacksmi t h, all horse goo ds - adv erti s
ing cover s, trad e cards. po st cards, letter
heads , cat alogs , nameplates, medals, tokens,
etc. A ll types of paper. celluloid or meta l ad
v e rt i s i ng i t e m s . Myron Huffm an . 12409
Wayn e Trace, Hoag land, IN 46745, 219-639
3290. (183)

WANTED -AUCTION CATALOGS: Harm er
Rooke, N.Y., 1940-49; H.R. Harm er, N.Y., 1941
49; Ro b er t A . S i eg el 193 1-48 ; Dani e l F.
Kelleh er , 1937 -60 ; H.R. Harm er, London ,
1925-69; Ro bs o n Lowe, London , 1936-76.
Al so any Colonel Green sales, 1942-46. any
of Sylvester Colby 's literature sales. and all
sale s of Fred Kessler. Dan Barber, P.O. Box
23055. Lansing. MI 48909. (184)

ESSAY-PROOF COLLECTORS ONLINE. Th e
only w ebsite ded icated to th e inte rests of co l
lectors of Essays and Proofs of U.S. Postage
and Rev enue st amps . Please vi s i t us at :
htlpllwww.essayproof.net. (182)

ALASKA. HAWAII and Yukon pos tal histo ry
wanted to th e present. Also buy 19th century
Hawai ian town cancels off cover. and fancy
cancels on U.S. Offi cials. APS Life Mem ber.
St ev e Sims . 1769 Wi ck ersham Dr ive,
Ancho rage AK 99507. (183)

UNWANTED NY STATE sma ll town cov ers ?
Need ed by deal er (espec ia ll y m an uscr i pt
postmarks). Unusual Rochester also . Con tact :
Douglas Penw ell . P.O. Box 3525, Glendale AZ
85311. (185)

YOUR AD HERE FOR 50C A LINE
Send payment to : Richard M . Wrona, P.O.
Bo x 7631 . M cLean . VA 22106-763 1. Next
Deadli ne: July 5,1999.
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'tHE JOSIAH K. LILLY

OOLLECTION

Great collections have one name in common.
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