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US no. 22, used,
Scott 5375

realized 51,265

US no. 96, o.g., I.h.,
Scott $1,750

realized 54,025

US no. 63b, o.g., l.h ..
Scott $450

realized $1,840

US no. 315
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US no FI, n.h,
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$5,750, US no. 20 on cover to Italy realized $978
PLUS strong prices for additional US classic stamps and postal history, as

well as int act US and Worldwide collection s and accumulations.

You have spent considerable financial resources building your collection. When you have decided to sell
your holdings, please allow us to present your stamps and postal history in one of our magnificent and

extremely attrac tive auction catalogues . We offer reasonable commissions and prov ide prompt settlement 35 days
after the auction. For inquires, please call Brian BIeckwenn.

Spink America 55 East 59th se., 4th Floor , NY, NY 10022 tel: 212 546 1087 fax: 212 750 5874
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U.S. CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS
STEVEN M . ROTH, Editor
HOW MUCH MAIL DID THE INDEPENDENT MAIL COMPANIES CARRY?
INTRODUCTION TO ELLIOTT PERRY'S THOUGHTS

STEVEN M. ROTH

W he n I wrote my summary of the history of the Perry/H all ma nusc rip t for the
Chronicle', I was aware that several differe nt drafts and car bon cop ies and photocopies of
drafts we re extan t, residi ng in the hands of seve ral philatelis ts. Indeed, over the past twe lve
yea rs I had see n several differen t incarna tion s of the man uscript, and I posses s photocopies
of parts of three similar, but significantly different, iterations. But I had never seen (nor
was I awa re ot) the brief sec tion inserted into the manu scr ipt in which Elliott Perry set
forth his theory in respect of the volume of mail carried by the leading independent mail
companies.'

We (the Editor-in-Chi ef and this Sec tion Editor) present the following Elliott Perry
materi al not bec ause we necessarily beli eve that it is sound and provable, but because
Perry was a serious researcher and scholar whose writi ngs in th is field always deserve our
atten tion and co nsideration.
THE NUMBER OF LETTERS CARRIED BY THE INDEPENDENT POSTS3
ELLIOTT PERRY AND ARTHUR HALL

In February 1845, in a Boston newspaper, Hale advertised the closing time for 69
places. He also stated that the average we ight of all letters carried by Hale for one day was
1,068 pounds.

If this figure represent s the truth , then this weight gives a good measure of the busi­
ness done by Hale and by the other companies. It will be necessary to con vert this weight
into its equivalent of the number of letters [carri ed] per pound. If the average weight of a
letter was '12 ounces , then there would be 32 letter s to the pound. If the average weig ht of a
letter was 0.4 ounces, then there wo uld be 40 lett ers to the poun d.

1,068 pounds Number of letters, Number of letters,
of letters dail y at 32 letters per pound at 40 letters per pound

Per day 34, 176 42,720
Per year (52 wee ks 10,662,912 13,328,640

of 6 days)
It has been show n [elsewhere in this manu script] that the relative amounts of busi­

ness done [among] the independent posts could be represented fairly well by the following
[percent ages of business]: Hale & Co . [had] 60% of the total [business], Amer ican Letter
Ma il Co . [had] 20% of total , all other companies [had] 20% of the total [of the mails car­
ried by the independent mail firms].

"Tntroduction to the Per ry/H all Independent Mai l Co mpanies Manuscript," Chron icle 186
(May 2000), p. 9 1.

21 do not believe that the pages containing this material were part of the Robert Kaufmann
version of the manuscript now owned by the Carriers and Locals Society, although I am not positive.
[Editor-in- Chief's Note : Thi s sec tion appea rs as pages 25a , 25b, 25c and 25d of a photocopy of the
American Letter Mail Co. chapter of the PerrylHall manuscript , and is believed to stem from a (car­
bon?) copy of the manuscript forme rly in the possession of Richard Schwartz. The pages are anno­
tated, presum abl y by Schwartz: "(This page not in origi nal Kaufmann cop y of ms.)."]

"Text in brackets [ ] has been inserted by the Section Edi tor to improve the flow of the rough
draft text.
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Number of Letters Carried by the Independent Mails on a Yearly Basis

Company Number of letters yearly, Number of letters yearly,
at 32 letters per pound at 40 letters per pound

Hale & Co.
American Letter Mail
All other [companie s]

Total

10,663,000
3,554,000
3,554,000

17,771,000

13,329,000
4,443,000
4,443,000

22,2 15,000

The annual gross income was next figured on the basis of 5¢ per letter using the
above table for the number of letters:

Annual Gross Income of the Independent Mail Companies

at 32 letters per poundCompany

Hale & Co.
American Letter Mail
All others

Total

$533, 150
$177,700
$177,700

$888,550

at 40 letters per pound

$666,450
$222,150
$222, 150

$ 1,110,750

In the case of Hale &Co., he has written that he had had 1,100 employees when he
was the busiest.' In addition, he must pay transportation on the railroads or steamboats
when he did his own transporting of the mail. If he sent the mail by express, he must pay
those charges.

Comparing the above fig ures with th e figures in the Annua l Reports of the
Postmaster General, the following facts or assumptions have been found in these reports or
in the Proceeding s of the House of Representatives in 1844 or 1845.

In 1836, 29,360,992 letters were carried by the Post Office. This number and the to­
tal revenue for 1836 were taken [by Perry] as bases for compari son with similar figures of
later years. It was assumed that there should be an increase each year of 5%. It is assumed
that the 5% also represented the average increase in population.

Expected Number of Letters to Be Carried by the Post Office for the Following Years
Allowing a 5% Annual Increase

Year

1836
1837
1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846

Expected Number
of Letters

29,360 ,992
30,828,092
32,369,502
33,987,977
35,687,376
37,471,745
39,345,618
4 1,312,899
43,378,544
45,547,471
47,824,845

Actual Number
of Letters [when reported]

29,360,992

27,535,557

24,004,000
24,267,552

The difference in 1844 between the expected number of letters carried by the Post
Office and the actual number carried is of the order of 20,000,000 letters. It is assumed

'Section Editor : I was unable to find the source of this statement.
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that thi s d ifferen ce hold s for 1845, from rem arks made in the Annua l Report of the
Postmaster Genera l for 1845. Thi s difference of 20,000,000 letters is not an unreasonable
measure of the business done by the independent posts as it agrees very well with the
claim by Hale & Co. that they carried an average of 1,068 pounds of letters per day, shown
above.

Perhaps the authors could be criticized for considering that the entire loss of mail in
the United States at this time occurred in the area served by the independent posts. Perhaps
not, but to offset this error there is perhaps the possibility that people wrote more letters
for 5¢ than they would for 183M . Thi s may have made up for the loss in mail in other
parts of the country which was first credited to the independent mails, and for which there
is no adequate measure .

The authors rest their case that the independent mails carried about 20,000,000 let­
ters in 1845, for want of any better measure of the business done by them.

(Editor-in-Chief's comments: Michael Gutman, currently the leading author ity on
Hale, reviewed the above manu script and made helpful comments and suggestions. The
following are among his salient observations:

I think Hale made a lot of clai ms which probably were exaggerated. He claimed
to have I 10 offices and I, I00 people wor king for him . I thin k he may have had 110
places where mail was accepted or delivered for him. But many of the people in these
office s had other businesses they attended to, perhaps only worki ng for Hale a few min­
utes in the day. If you divide I, I00 by 100, he is saying he had, on ave rage, II people
in each office . Ca n this be true? Let's say there was only I person work ing in 100 of the
offices; then that would mean 1,000 people worked in the remaining 10 offices, or 100
per office . . . I don ' t think so ! Where does this leave us? I think it certainly casts some
doubt on the 1,068 pounds of mail. (Did he weig h the mail bags too?)

The major premise wh ich is the basis for calculation in the article is the growt h
of mail volume by 5% per year. Where did that number co me from ? I checked the U.S.
census for that period, and the U.S. grew from 12.785 milli on people in 1830 to 23.53
million in 1850, or exactly 3%. I have tried to get the GNP for that period , but that data
was not reporte d. The best I can lind is that the GN P grew 2.9% per year from 1929 to
1990.. . .
It 's understandable, in fact it should be expecte d, that an entrepeneur like Hale would

exagge rate the success of his operation in the press. Further, until someone is able to pro­
vide cred ible figures on the grow th of mail volume-whether directly, or in correlation
with reliable eco nomic statis tics-it would see m that Perry's 5% rate needs to be discount­
ed. But that still leaves a major decline in reported mail volume in the 1836-1844 period
which seems completely contrary to the demographic and eco nomic growth of the time.

Some students have opined that the independ ent mails actually had little impact on
the U.S. Post Office, and that the punitive legislation which effectively ended the era of the
independ ent mails was poli tically motivated, not eco nomically. Per ry's article certainly
would sugges t otherw ise.) 0
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THE 1861-1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL C. MCCLUNG. Editor
ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF "SCRATCH UNDER'A' OF 'POSTAGE'"
ON THE 24¢ ISSUE OF 1861-67

JOHN H. BARWIS

Thi s artic le reports tw o addi t io na l exa mp les of th e "sc ra tc h und e r 'A ' of
'POSTAGE'" plate variety previously describ ed in The Chronicle.I

Figure I illustra tes the same "scratch und er 'A' of 'POSTAGE'" show n by Jerr y
Wags hal to or iginate from the left plate margin. Thi s exa mple was ac tually discovered by
Mr. Wagshal in one of my albums a co uple of years after he had publ ished his 199 1 article.
Th e stamp is a nearly black shade of Scott No. 78, and was thus submitted to the Philatelic
Foundation for certification as a black ish violet, Sco tt No. 78c. Alas, the opini on rendered
(PFe #224 124) was " It is a genuine deep shade of Scott 78, lilac." As in the Wagshal ex­
ample, the scratch continues acro ss the upper forehead to a point just into the tessellation
southwes t of the leiter 'A.'

Figure 1. Deep shade of Scott No . 78b. with " scrat ch under 'A' of ·POSTAGE...• New York
Exchange Office date stamp in red. along with foreign mail cancel introduced 1867.

The exa mple shown in Figures 2 and 3 is on Sco tt No. 78a, gray ish lilac. Perhaps be­
cause the shade is relati vely pale the scratch is more discern ible agai nst the busy line work
of the tessell ation field. It bend s slightly to the righ t ju st above the zigzag border of the
shading behind the bust, and ends in the center of the shading within the legs of the "A" of
"POSTAGE." Total scratch length is 4.5 mm.

'Jerome S. Wagshal, "Discovery of a New Plate Variety on the 1867 Grilled Issue: "Scra tch
Under 'A' of 'POSTAGE'" on the 24¢ "p' Grill, Scott No. 99." e ll/VI/ide 151 (August 1991), pp.
184-87.
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Figure 2. Scott No . 78a, grayish lilac, with Scott No. 65 (x2) paying double 15C rate to
France . Philadelphia Exchange Office date stamp, in red : 6 / PHILAA"PK'/ APR 26. French
receiving mark ET. UN/S SERV AM D / HAVRE / 10 MA/67, in red . Havre Line Mississippi,
New York 27 Apr., Havre 10 May.

Figure 3. Enlargement of the stamp shown in Figure 2, with "scratch under 'A' of
'POSTAGE:
12 Chronicle 189 I February 200 1 I Vol. 53. No. I



Luff suggested that only one plate, Plate No.6, produced more than 10 million 24¢
stamps of the 1861 issue, both ungrill ed and grilled'. Although Brookm an reported having
see n a Stee l Blue exa mple', based on not having personally obse rved the scra tch on ear ly
shades Mr. Wagshal suggested that the plate was scratched re latively late in its life. Such
an hypothesis may be correc t, but is difficult to prove . But let us ass ume that the hypothe­
sis is co rrect, and that "scratch und er 'A' of 'POSTAGE'" were to reflect relatively late
plate dam age, having occ urred in say, early 1867 . How many of the variety would have
been printed? Given how few of this variety have been recorded , what can be said about
surv ival rates for th is stamp, and how do such rates compare to other observed survival
rates?

Th e two stam ps illu strated here pro vide some insight to these two questions. The
stamp in Figure I bears a faint, parti al strike of a New York Exc hange Office circular date
stamp, in red (N. YORK .... . /JAN 3) . It also bears the crossroads killer used by New York ,
begin ning in 1867, as a fore ign-mail cance l! Th e exa mple in Figures 2 and 3 is on a cover
from Ph iladelphia to France mailed in April 1867 .

Wagshal 's hypothesis of relati vely late dam age to Plate No .6 is thus suppo rted by
the fact that the only recorded exa mp les are dated later than 1866. However, the observe d
surviva l rate of the post-1 866 portion of the 24¢ 1861 issue suggests that earlier damage
ca nnot be ru led o ut. Luff rep orted th e fo llowi ng numbers o f 24¢ stamps issu ed to
Postmasters in 1867- 1869. '

Quarter Ending 24¢ Stamps Issued
3 1 Mar 67 550,2 50
30 Jun 67 505,675
30 Sep 67 476,225
31 Dec 67 366, 700
3 1 Mar 68 110,425
30 Jun 68 43,425
30 Sep 68 54 ,850
31 Dec 68 68,675
31 Mar 69 93,225
30 Jun 69 77,650

Tota l 2,297,735
Th erefore, since the var iety represents a sing le position on a shee t of 200, about

11,488 stam ps from post-1 866 printings would have co ntained the scratch in question
(2,2 97,735 x 0.005). Since only three co pies have been record ed , the obse rved survival
rate is about 0.026 percent ([3 / I 1,488] x 100).

If 0.026 percent is a represent ative surviva l rate for the entire 24¢ 1861 issue, how
man y of some ear ly shades m ight we ex pec t to find wi th "scratc h und er 'A' of
POSTAGE'" if the plate had been damaged as early as 1861? By applying the representa­
tive survival rate to Brookman 's est imates of the quantiti es of three early shades issued, we
can es timate how many are likely to ex ist toda y.

'John N. Luff, The Postage Stamps of the United States (New York : Scott Stamp & Coi n Co.,
Ltd., 190 2), pp. 73-81.

3Lester G. Brookman, The United States Postage Stamps of the 19'" Century (New York: H.L.
Lindquist Publi cations, Inc. , 1966-1967), Vol. II , pp. 54-59 .

' Hubert C. Ski nner, "The Ca ncellati ons and Postmarks of New York City: 1845-1876, Their
Usage and Posta l History," in U.S. Postmarks and Cancellations. Textbook No.3 in the Philatelic
Foundation Se minar Series (New York: T he Philatelic Founda tion, 1992), pp. 79-107.

' Luff, op. cit.
Chronic le 189 I February 200 1 I Vol. 53. No. 1 13



No. Issued
(Estimate)

Shade Scratch Survival Statistical Likely to
under "A" Rate Survival Be Found

(No. Copies) (Percent) (No. Copi es) (No. Copies)
Violet 40 ,000 200 0.026 0.052 0
Steel Blu e 80,000 400 0.0 26 0.104 0
Red Lilac 400,000 2,000 0.026 0.520 -0

Total 520,000 2,600 - 0
Based on the three document ed examples of "scratch under 'A' of 'POSTAGE,'" the

above table suggests three co ncl usio ns:
I. We sho uld expect to find no early examples of this plate var iety, eve n if they had

originally ex isted. We might therefore reason ably but incorrectly ass ume that the plate was
scratched late in its life.

2. Th e actual survival rate of post-I 866 scratc hed-plate stamps wou ld have to be 10
to 20 times high er than the observed rate to support the probability of finding a sing le
Stee l Blue or Violet exa mple, respectively, had scratched- plate var ieties been print ed in
these shades .

3. Th e ac tua l surv ival rate of post-1866 scratched- plate stamps wo uld have to be
twice as high as the observed rate to support the prob ability of finding a single Red Lilac
example, had a scratched-plate var iety been printed in thi s shade .

The flaw in this logic is that the observed survival rate of 0.026 perc en t is simply an
artefact of low dem and by co llectors, and as such is a gross underestimate of the actual
surv ival rate. As poin ted out in Jerry Wagshal's article, far fewer plate varieties ex ist on
National Bank No te Co mpany iss ues than on the 1847 -60 issues. Co nsequently, fewer phi ­
latelists are interested in them or bother to look for them, simply because there is less to
look at. Indeed , Brookman dismi ssed the "scratch under 'A'of ' POSTAGE'" as bein g of
littl e importance." Fewer co llectors are engaged in the hunt for varieties such as "scratch
under 'A' of ' POSTAGE,'" so fewer will be found than would be the case were they more
highl y coveted.

The observed survival rate of any stamp is alway s less than the actual survival rate
simply because the prob ability is low that all exa mples of that stamp will be found. The
differe nce between observed and actual surv ival rates is inversely proportional to pr ice of
the sta mp, a proxy for demand. An exa mple of this point is provided by the I¢ 1851 iss ue
Type I (7R IE), wi th a 2000 Scott ca talog ue value of $35,000 (used) . A total of 7,260 ,000
I¢ 1851 stamps were delivered by Toppan, Carpenter, Casilea r & Co. up to Jun e 1852.7

As hbrook suggested that since so me of these stamps were probably from Plate One Late,
no more than 36,300 Type I stamps were print ed ."At least 80 have survived." These figures
yield a minimum observed survival rate of 0 .22 percent , almos t an orde r of magnitude
higher than the obse rved surv ival rate of "scratch under 'A' of POSTAGE.' '' Co llec tor in­
tere st alone has dri ven up both the number found and the price of Type I 1851 I¢ stamp, a
scarce but not exceptiona lly rare stamp.

If the 24¢ 1861 plate was scratched in late 1866, co llec tors should be able to find at
least another 25-30 exa mples of "scratch und er 'A' of ' POSTAGE'" on shades of Sco tt No.
78. If damaged occ urred as early as 1861 , co llec tors may find sing le examples of the
scratch on Vio let and Stee l Blue stamps, and as many as 7 Red Lilac examples . 0

6Brookman, op. cit.
' Luff, op. cit., p. 56.
'S.B. Ashbrook, The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857, (New York: H.L. Lindquist

Publications, 1938), Vol. I, pp. 118-119.
"Scott R. Trepel (ed.), United States Postage Stamps, The Robert Zoellner Collection, Robert

A. Siege l Auction Galleries, Sale 804 (October 1998), pp. 23-24.
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THE 1869 PERIOD
scan R. TREPEL, Editor
THE THREE 1869 ISSUE 15¢ FRAME TYPES:
ARE THEY IN PROPER SEQUENCE?

IRV HEIMBURGER

The three different fram e types of the 1869 15¢ sta mp have always been somewhat
of an enigma. Wh y was a new frame die, the Type Ill , Scott # 129, produ ced just for the
1875 Special Printin gs when one of the original dies, Type II, Scott # 119, was still avai l­
able? T his fact was apparent when the Type II die was used in 190 3 for the Roosevelt
Albums and in 1915 for the Panama-Pacific Exhibition. Wh y didn 't the Postm aster and
National Bank Note Co mpany use the Type II die for the Special Printing instead of pro­
ducin g the new Type III die?

The answe r would see m to be that the Type III die was already in their vault and ac­
tually was probably the first die to be produced. The following will show how this conclu­
sion was reached, and the safety paper essay see ms to be the needed link in time. All three
fram e dies, show n in Figure I, must have been produced during 1868 before any stamps
were issued, as has been suggested by Busch in 19871 and Stende l in I999.~

TYPE 1,SCOlT # 118 TYPE11,SCOlT # 119 TYPE 111, SC01T # 129

Figure 1. The 3 types: #118, unframed, 2mm horizontal shading lines (arrow); #119,
heavy line with diamond-shape inside top of frame, 1mm diagonal shading lines; #129,
unframed, faint line (arrow), no shading lines.

Type III would have been prod uced first because it is the simplest design. There is no
. attempt to co mpensate for any shifting in the vignette . The ea rly ess ays and proo fs seem to
bear this out; none of these have any form of inside shading. Three of these, all produced
in 1868, are show n in Figure 2, and appear to have this same Type III fram e design see n in
the 1875 Spec ial Printings and later proofs prod uced from the same plate. Earliest is the
Small Numeral Essay # 118-E I that corres ponds to similar early essays see n for the other
1869 values . Th e other two, the Trial Color Proof #1 18TC and the Safety Paper Essay
# I29-E4, were printed later when the numeral had bee n enlarged, but before the stamp it­
self was issued, probab ly in October 1868 or before.

'Edward Busch, "A New Look at the 1869 15¢ Types: It May Not Be a Question of Chickens
and Eggs," /869 Times, Vol. 10, No.4 / Vol. I I, No. I (Whole No. 38-39)(Nov. 1986-Feb. 1987),
pp.1 9-21.

2Robert C. Stendel, "The Interface of the IS-Cent 18695 and the Bureau Records of 1903,"
Collectors Club Philatelist,Vol. 78, No.6 (Nov-Dec 1999), pp. 343-53 .
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SCOtT # I18-El SCOlT # I18-TC SCOtT # 129-E4

Figure 2. Early essays: No shading lines inside the frame , a characteristic of Type III and
not Type I.

Detai ls of the production of the safety paper essays are not known. It is known that
Edward Jones submitted his essays in July 1868, and that the other examples with a safety
paper feature must have also been submitted bef ore the grill-technique was designated the
preferred design . All the other 1869 safety paper essays have the very early, unaccepted
designs of that value. Thi s also shows that the safe ty papers were the very earliest of the
designs. The frame design used in all these corresponds to the Type III. Thi s must then
have been the original engraved design, although it wasn't used in actual stamp production
unti l 1875.

The Type I frame seen in Scott # 118 would have been the first modification. Fine
horizontal lines ju st inside the frame were added to the design in an attempt to till any
space that might be left when the frames were superimposed over the vignettes (Fig. I, ar­
row). Although an estimated 200,000 Type I stamps were issued, this modifi cati on was al­
ready known to be inadequate before any of the stamps were sold. For unknown reasons
no essays or proofs with the # 118 Type I frame design have survived. It is ass umed that all
the plates, dies and transfer rolls with this design were destroyed when it was repl aced
with the Type II design .

The Type II frame modifi cation see n in Sco tt # I 19 was also thought to have been
made before any stamps were issued . This had three additional lines added just inside the
frame, one a heavy line that produced a diamond-shaped ornament at top center, directly
above the vignette (Fig. I). Shadin g lines aro und the inside of the frame were also added,
but these were diagonal and are much fin er than the horizont al lines easily see n in a Type I
frame. Most 15¢ stamps are Type II with a total of over 1,238,000 issued.

Both the Type I and Type II dies were probably made using the Type III transfer roll.
Thi s would have been eas ier than removing the shading lines from a Type I die that was al­
ready hardened, adding new metal and then engrav ing the Type II modifi cation. If this se­
quence of events is correct, the Type III design was actually the first one made (and last
used for an issued stamp). Both of the 1868 essays and the trial co lor proof shown in Fig.
2 have no shading lines extending into the inside of the frame, and this is consistent with a
Type III designatio n. These should all have the same Scott identi fying number, # 129!

In Fig.3, three of the later proo fs are shown, all having the Scott #129 designation .
However the two die proofs issued after the turn of the century, the 1903 Roosevelt and
1914-15 Panama-Pacific proofs, no longer have the fine line seen ju st above the center of
the vigne tte in the 1875 printing (Fig. I). Th is could be considered a variation of the Type
III die, which could be shown by a Scott # 129a designation .
16 Chronicle 189 I February 200 1 I Vol. 53. No. 1



SCOlT #129TC SCOlT #129·P2 SCOlT #129·!'2a

Figure 3. Later proofs (left t o ri ght): 1881 Atlanta TC proof, 1903 Roosevelt small die
proof (arrow shows absence of the f ine line present In t he earlie r #129 frames) and the
1914-15 Panama-Pacific sm all die proof.

Co nfusion about the 15¢ fram e ypes has ex isted since Luff first described them in
1902,3 as pointed out by Cryer in 1977· and again by Stend el in 1999.5 But are the three
frame types listed in the Scott Catalogue in their prop er sequence? The Scott numb ers for
the three stamps are in correct sequence and co rrespond to when the stamps were issued.
However, it would seem to be much less co nfusing if the Sco tt listings for the essays were
changed to correspond to the stamp frame designs regard less of when the die was actually
prod uced .

The proofs in Fig. 3 have in general the Type III frame design and have been given
Sco tt # 129, which is correct. The Roosevelt and Panama-Pacific proofs are the same ex­
cept for the absence of the fine line as shown, and could be desig nated Sco tt # 129a to indi­
cate th is variation. The 1868 small numeral essay and trial co lor proof in Fig. 2 don 't have
the Scott # 11 8 frame and should have their number changed to Scott # 129- the same as
the safety paper essay.

It certa inly would have been a lot easier if the Bureau had ju st used the Type II modi ­
ficati on aga in in 1875 and for all subsequent proofs, and left the #129 frame die in storage
in their archives ! Oh well, maybe the #119 frame die was simply mispl aced when the for­
mal request for the 1875 Centenni al issue was made and the # 129 was readil y available. 0

JJohn Luff, Postage Stamps oj the United Sta tes (New York: Scott Stamp & Coi n Co ., Ltd.,
1902).

·J .C.M . Cr yer, "The Land ing of Co lumbus - The Three Types," The 1977 Register (Mc l.e an,
Va.: Th e Uni ted States 1869 Pictori al Research Associat es, 1977), pp. 6 1-78 .

'Stendel. up. cit.
C
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The United States Specialist
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THE PEMBINA POST OFFICE - RED RIVER B.N.A. MAIL SERVICE
JEFFREY M. FORSTER

c

Figure 1. Map showing location of Pembina and the Red River area

In the Chronicle for November 1998 (W ho le No. 180) and as retlected in an update
(in Who le No . 185),1 I described the 2¢ line office rate during the 1869 time peri od. Th is
was a rate that ex isted between certa in post offices in Maine and New Brunswick. The dis­
cussion ce ntered aro und the ten covers that exist with 1869 stamps (a ll 2¢, Scott No. 113)
payi ng th is 2¢ rate be tween Houlton , Maine and Woodstoc k, New Brunswick. The discus­
sion below also describes a cur ious Canadian-U.S. mail ci rcumstance .

Recen tly, I acqui red a cover wit h three 2¢ 1869 stamps (Scott No . 113). The cover
has a Mo ntreal, Ca nada , back stamp of July 13th, 1869, and on the front there is a marking
for Pembina, Dak ota Territory. O n the back tl ap of the cover is an embossed co mpa ny
nam e, "Royal Insurance Compa ny," in blue . I was at a loss as to where this cover originat­
ed and how it ca me to Pembina on its way to Montreal, Canada .

The Red River Se ttleme nt/Fort Ga rry was in Ruper t' s Land, which was all the land
drai ned by rivers tlowing to Hudson Bay, and which wa s ow ned by the Hudson 's Bay
Co mpany with full sovereign rights until it so ld the m to the Dom in ion of Canada in 1869.

The United States Post Office at Pembina was established on May 18, 1850, in
what was then Pembina County, Minnesota Territory. When the State of Minnesota was
formed on March 3, 1858, all of the territory between the Red and Missouri Rivers re­
verted to a residual or unorganized status until Dakota Territory was formed on March
2, 1861. Sometime after Minnesota became a state, the Pembina Postmaster used a cir­
cular date stamp which read "PEMBINA, MIN.I[date]." After March 2, 1861 , the
date stamp was changed to "PEM BINA, DAK."2

'Jeffrey M. Forster, "The Two Cent Line Office Rate Between U.S. and Canada," Chronicle,
Vol. 50, No.4 (Whole No. 180)(November 1998), pp. 282-85, and Vol. 52, No. I (Whole No.
185)(February 2000), p. 38.

2Floyd E. Risvold, The Minnesota Territory in Postmarks. Letters and History (Chicago: The
Collectors' Club of Chicago, 1985), p. 243. See also American Stampless Cover Catalog, 4'" ed.,
Vol. I (North Miami, Fl.: David G. Phillips Publishing Co., Inc., 1985), 59.
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Figure 2. Cover from Red River Settlement, Canada via Pembina, Dakota Territory to
Montreal, Canada, franked by three 2¢ Scott No. 113.

,':

Figure 3. Cover from Red River Settlement, Canada via Pembina, Dakota Territory to
Montreal; franked by a pair of 3¢ Scott No. 114.
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Thereafter, the designation for Dakot a Territory for the Pembina Post Office marking
was spelled out as "DAKOTA."

Apparently, a private co urier serv ice existed from Red River Settl em ent wh ich al­
lowed mail co ming from the Red River Se ttleme nt to be del ivered to other parts of Canada
through the Unit ed States mails. This special situation of mail which or iginated in Canada
and ca me to the United States by private courier down the Red River into Pembina, Dakota
Territory, allowed those letters from Red River Settl em ent to be sent throu gh the United
States mail s on to other part s of Canada including Vancou ver and eastern Ca nada . Th e
probl em with the inability to use the Canadian mail s from Red River to other porti ons of
Canada appeared to be the geographical locat ion of Red River and its wea ther.

Figure I shows a map locating the Red River Se ttleme nt (now Winnipeg) and the
Pembina Post Office (Pe mbina co ntinues as an operating Post Office in the State of North
Dakot a), both on the Red River.

As stated above, a co urie r took mail from Fort Garry/R ed River Settlem ent down
into Dakota Territory to Pembina, a distance of 65 miles. The Canadian territorial go vern­
ment placed a courier on this route becau se the Canadian territories had no mean s of con­
nection whatever with Can ada or any other Briti sh possession , and they became virtu ally
depend ent on the United States Post Office to send mail to other parts of Canada.

Figure 2 shows a cove r with a black Pembina, Dakota , Jul y 13, cds with a sing le and
a pair of 2¢ 1869 stamps (S co tt No. 113), with black target ca nce lla tions applied in
Pembina, paying the postage from Pembina, Dakota Territory to Montreal , Canada. It is
addresse d to D. McArthur at the Hudson Bay Company. Th e rate if full y prepaid from the
United States to Canada in 1869 was 6¢ , 10¢ if unpaid .' Th e cover has a Jul y 30, 1869 ar­
rival backstamp indicat ing the total time between Pembina and Montreal was 17 days.

Interestingly, it appea rs that the oppos ite mail stream also existed as there are covers
posted in Montreal and Toro nto, Ca nada , sent to Red River Settleme nt via the Pembina
Post Office. Letters fully prepaid in Canada were delivered to Red River Settl ement with­
out any other charge except for one pence, whic h paid the local pos tage.

In The Postage Stamps and Postal History oj Canada, Appe ndix K, Winth rop S.
Boggs confirms that correspondence between the Ca nadian Post Office Departm ent and
the Postmaster at Pembina agreed that lett er s prepaid wi th the United States postage
stamps received at Pembina from Canada would not be charged any other postage and that
the Pembina Postm aster indicated that he was disposed to treat such letters as fully prep aid
and put them into the mail strea m as such.'

Given that the territory and the Red River Settl em ent area had no means of commu­
nication or connecti on whatsoever with Canada, or any other British possession , it became
virtually a depend ency of the Unit ed States Post Offic e. Mail was sent via this southern
route th rou gh the United States and on to other c it ies in eas tern or western Canada.
Neverth eless, the Hudson 's Bay ships still came and went twice a year, so much mail still
went by this rout e, as it was chea per, thou gh slowe r. (See notes of Charles P. DeVolpi in
his co llec tion which sold in the R. Maresh & Son auction sale # 140 , May 26 , 1982, show­
ing letters relating to the fur trade.)

The only other cover that I have been able to determine bearing 1869 stamps which
went via the Pembina, Dakota post office is a letter with a pair of 3¢ 1869 stamps (Scott
No. 11 4) mailed at Fort Garry and sent via Pembina, Dakota, showing a September 30,

"The 6¢ rate per If, ounce to Canada was in effec t from April I, 1868, until February 1875.
"Winthrop S. Boggs, Postage Stamp s and Postal History of Canada (Kalamazoo, Mich.:

Chambers Publ ishing Co ., 1945) . Appa rently, a surplus of U.S. stamps existed at the Red River
Settlement which was used to send mail to other Canadian cities.
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1870, postmark (Figure 3) . It also was addresse d to Duncan McArthur, Esq. at the Hudson
Bay House, Mont real, where it received an October 15, 1870, backstamp .

Oth er covers show ing this mail route exist in the 1861 period , including one cover
with a pair of 3¢ 186 I and another with a pair of Black Jacks and a pair of 3¢ 186 I, both
from Red River Settlement via Pembin a to eas tern Ca nada . However, Figures 2 and 3 are
the on ly 1869 covers that I have been able to find which originated in Canad a, came to the
United States and then were sent via the Uni ted Sta tes back to Canada, a rather unusual
ci rcuitous route.

I should add that another cover was listed as lot 399 in the Henry C. Gibson sale held
by Philip H. Ward , Jr., on June 14-15 , 1944 . That description states the cover had a strip of
three 2¢ stamps (Sco tt No. I 13), but there is no photograp h in the auction ca talog to allow
determinatio n whether or not it is the same cove r as show n in Figure 2.

Both of the usages illustrated here demonstrate use of the U.S. mail service by areas
in western Canada at the time when Canadia n transpor tation was not developed to a poin t
where mail serv ice could be provided to areas and cities iso lated from the rest of Cana da.

If an y readers have addition a l covers featuring this rath er unu sua l usage of the
United States mails taking letters from Canada through the United States and back into
Ca nada, I would be most happy to update this listing in a future issue of the Chronicle.

Th e author gratefully ac know ledges the ass ista nce of Charles Firby and Robert
Frajola in supplying information used in this article. D
USA, Confederate States, & Possessions
Buying & selling stamps & postal history at
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Planning to sell? Let's get
together. Call us toll free at
(800) 522-1607. We'll be
making buying ----
trips all across
America this year.

We are proud of our long record of purchasing collections from many members of the U.S.
Ph ilatelic Classics Society.

Our 40 year history of active buying is virtually unmatched in philately. It represents a record of
integrity and comfort for the seller who always must trust, impl icitl y, the indi vidual who buys his
co llection.

Andrew Levitt is the most competitive buyer in philately. We have handled properties as diverse
as those of Grunin, Haas, Boker, Chapin, Nei l, Gallagher and Jennings. When the serious U.S. clas ­
sics philateli st thinks of selling his co llection there is no doubt that he should come to Andrew Lev itt
first.

We have up to $ 10 million ready to purchase your philatelic property-s-trom the smallest co llec­
tion to entire carloads of albums. Our letters of credi t ca n be sent to you toda y. And for larger
holdings we can come right to your home.

Can Andrew Levitt pay you more for your stamps? We keep our finger on the pulse of the market
and will pay you the most competit ive market value for your stamps and cove rs. And not tomorrow
or in insta llments, but full paym ent right on the spot. Thi s is always our guarantee.

Please Allow Us To Compete For Your Collection.
Call, Write or E-Mail Us Today!

We are extremely vigorous buyers of all kind s of important specialized collections
and exhibits. After look ing at your material, payment from us is immediate. Find
out why we are the most active philatelic buyer in America. Bank letters of credit
available. Call or write us...or if you're a computer user , ju st e-mail us and tell us
about what you have to sell.

E-mail: info @nutmegslamp.com
Andrew Levitt

Post Office Box 342
Danbury CT 06813

(203) 743-5291
Fax: (203) 730-8238
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HERE1S AN IMPORTANT NEW
SOURCE FOR GREAT U.S.
CLASSIC STAMPS AND COVERS...

From the largest array of Civil
War patriotics ever offered, to the

~-~/' I

entire spectrum of 19th century
stamps and postal history, Nutmeg
continually brings great classic
material to the marketplace.

Call or write us for
your FREE catalog

for our next sale!

As a U.S. class ics specialist, you'll find Nutmeg to be a key source for
thousands of auction lots of outstanding specialized United States stamps

and covers. Selling? We have a voracious need to buy every kind of quality
collection , large or small. Call us at (203) 743-5291 and let's have a chat

about what you have for sale.

Old Nassau Street in the
early 1900s. Andrew Levitt
began learning the stamp
business when his father

owned the Equitable
Stamp Co. in New York

over 50 years ago.

Selling? Place Your
Trust In Our 40 Years

Of Experience In Working
With Many Of The Great

Classics Society Members.
We are America's # 1 buyer of U.S. and world­

wide stamps and postal history- and have enjoyed
our lastin g relationship s with many Class ics Soc iety
members. Up to $ 10 milli on avai lab le at all times.
We urge you to give us the oppor tunity to co mpete
for your co llection when it is for sa le. Ca ll, write or
e-mail us today for our bank letters of cred it.

Andrew L V.&LL

The market is strong for classic U.S. material...
Find out today why we' re paying the highest prices we have eve r offered
to purcha se practicall y every kind of philatel ic prop erty you can imagine .
We're very anxio us to talk to you personally-s-eed today- about all
stamps, covers and co llections you have for sa le. Ca ll for our bank letters A
of credit. F;od 00' how " ';00' we "e: Ph~O~' 203-~43-5291. ~r~£

Post Office Box 342
Danbury CT 06813 ALPC

Philatelic Consultant

(203) 743-5291
Fax: (203) 730-8238

E-mail: in r()@nutmc~stamp.com
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN C. CAMPBELL, Editor
THE KILLERS OF FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS
ALAN C. CAMPBELL

Introduction
One of the most romantic and historically fasc inating aspects of United States offi­

cial sta mps is the usage of War Department stamps at forts established to protect the
Western settlement routes from Indian depredations. The most obvious challenge is to col­
lect used off-cover official stamps with legible postmarks from as many different forts as
possible.' Many of the forts were located on remote frontiers, sparsely popul ated and with
even fewer inhabitants literate enough to utilize the mails. Postal regulations in this coun­
try had long requi red that a separate oblitera tor and not the postmark be used to cancel
postage stamps, so finding a legible townmark on stamps of the Bank Note era presuppos­
es either a fortuitous accident or ignorance of proper postmarking technique. Unl ike most
other dep artments that conve rte d qui ckl y to the use of penalty enve lopes, the War
Department co ntinued using large quantities of official stamps and stamped envelopes
through 1884, and from 1878 on, most fort postmasters would have been using the duplex
vulcanized rubber handstamps available from commerc ial vendors. Now on an envelope
franked with several stamps, considerabl e care had to be taken in order not to hit the
stamps with the postmark portion of a duplex device. Out West, few postmasters took the
trouble, so as a consequence we have something to collect.'

Intact official covers with Fort postmarks are another kettle of fish entirely, a watery
gruel with not much in it. Only a few official covers survive from most of the major forts,
and for many of the lesser forts, no official cove rs have ever been reported. The assistant
editor of this sect ion, Lester C. Lanphear III, has long maintained a census of official Fort
covers, and we intend one day to publ ish his data here. The David T. Beals III co llection of
United States milit ary posts, consisting of 846 covers from all over the country, contained
only two covers franked with official stamps, and neither of these had a Fort postmark.'
But the scarcity of official Fort covers can be misleading, and my impression is that a very

'In the September, 1983 issue of his house organ Official Chatter, Rollin C. Huggins Jr. was
able to list about fifty different fort cancellations on officia l stamps. In a February 1993 update, this
listing had ex pa nde d to about six ty different fo rts . See also by the same author "U.S . War
Department Offic ial Stamps and the Army Forts," The Heliograph, # 15 (Summer 1990), p. 2-9.

"The Scott spec ialized catalogue lists premiums for town, fort, railroad and express company
cancellations, but does not define what degree of legibilit y is expected. In the marketpl ace, these
premiums apply only if a spec ific town or fort can be identified. Although relatively compl ete
strikes are preferred, specialists by a process of elimination can identi fy many fort postmarks with
only a letter or two from the fort name and the state or territ ory. The cata logue premiums are gener­
ic, and cannot account for the relative scarc ity and desirabilit y of postmarks from different forts.
The listings by Mr. Huggins cited above do include relative rarity factors. The catalogue premiums
do not apply to the killers assoc iated with the Fort postmarks for two reasons: firstly, since a socked­
on-the-nose postmark represents a violation of Post Office procedures, they are always much scarcer
than the killers, and seco ndly, the standard rubber killers duplexed with them are not intrinsic to a
specific fort. For example, an Indian head on a War Department stamp probably derives from Fort
Keough, Montana Territ ory, but not necessarily. The only killers that absolutely derive from a spe­
cific fort- the Fort Leavenworth "honeycomb" and "E-in-wreath"-command a premium exceed­
ing their value as fort cancellations, even though they are far more common than legible strikes of a
Fort Leavenworth postmark.

JDaniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc., 578th Sale, June 20, 1988.
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Figure 1. Distribution of Regular Army troops in 1878, with the extent of the Department
of the Missouri outlined
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large propo rtion of th e ma il po s ted a t Fo rt post offices was offic ia l bu sin e ss .
Unfor tunately, the kille rs du plexed into co mme rcia l rubber handstamps-stars, Malt ese
crosses, targets, shie lds, the entw ined initia ls "POD" or "U S"-were stoc k design s, too
generic to allow us to pinpo int the origi nating post office for most used War Departm ent
stamps.

But at the pos t office at Fort Leaven worth, Kansas, certain unu sual kill ers were ut i­
lized that hin t at the very heavy volume of offic ial business mail whic h some fort head­
quarters ge nerated. Th e so-called Fort Leaven worth "ho neycomb" is a very distinct ive
ca ncellation that co mmands a nice premium , but it is by no means rare . Th is summer, a
veteran co llector of fancy ca nce llatio ns on offic ial stamps casually made the c laim tha t he
had glassines full of them. In fact, based on the large quantities tha t have survived, it look s
as if more War Department official business ma il may have been sent out fro m the Fort
Leaven worth post office tha n from anyw here else in the co untry, with the exception of the
nation 's cap ita l, Washington , D.C. Also, according to Mr. Lanphear 's ce nsus , eleve n cov­
ers fran ked with official stamps have surv ived from Fort Leavenworth, far exceedi ng the
total know n from any other fort post office (e .g., Fort Snell ing, 4 ; Fort Omaha, 3) .

Historical Background
Founded as Cantonment Lea ven worth in 1827 to protect the Santa Fe Trail , Fort

Leaven worth is located on the bank of the Missouri River, 25 miles northwest of wha t is
now Kansas City. In 1854 , it served as the seat of the first territori al govern me nt. Th e
famed 10th U. S. Cavalry, an a ll-black reg ime nt called the "Buffa lo Soldier s," was orga n­
ized here in 1867 and saw extens ive duty on the fro ntier.' After the Civil War, the Army in­
stituted a new organiza tion of territoria l co mma nds . Th e vast Military Division o f the
Missouri stre tched fro m Ca nada to the North, Mexico to the South, east to the Mississipp i
River and west to the Rocky Mountai ns. The Division of the Missou ri co nsis ted of five de­
partm ents : Dakot a (headq ua rte red a t Saint Paul , M innesot a ) ; th e Pl atte (O maha ,
Nebra ska); Texas (San A nto nio); the Gulf (New O rl ean s) ; and th e Mi ssouri (Fort
Leaven worth , Kansas). T he Department of the Missouri embraced the States of Illin ois,
Missouri and Kansas, the territories of Co lora do, New Mexico and Indi an Territor y, and
the post Fort Elliot, Texas, thus preser vin g und er one co mma nd the forts along the old
San ta Fe Trail. The map in Figure I, on which the lim its of the Department of the Missouri
has been outlined, shows the ex treme co ncentra tion of Ar my troops on the Western fron ­
tier in 1878.5 In the I870s , Fort Leaven worth was critical in the ove rall -system of frontier
defense, serving as a supply depot for the wes ternmos t forts. Fort Leav en worth M ilitary
Prison (la ter a federal penitenti ary) was opened in 1875, and the School of Application for
Infant ry and Cav alry (fo rerunner of the Command and General Staff College) was crea ted
in 1881 . Th e Fort is still operational, the oldes t post es tablished west of the Mississippi
still in ex istence . In Figure 2 we rep rodu ce a plan of the fort , circa 1876.6 Unfortunately,
the location of the post office is not spec itied.

Carved Killers
In 1873, when the official stamps were placed into service, the killer portion of most

cancelers was a removable s lug of carved co rk or woo d. Th e most distin ct ive killer of this
type used at Fort Leaven worth was a crude rose tte with six irregular pron gs and a small

~ D. Ray Wil son , Kan sas Historical Tour Guide, 2nd ed . (Carpentersv ille, IL: Crossroads
Comm unications, 1990), page 50.

5Francis Paul Prucha, A Guide to the Milita ry Posts of the United States, 1789-1895 (Madison,
WI: State Historical Soc iety of Wisconsin, 1964), page 3 1.

"United States, Army, Mili tary Division of the Missouri, Outline Descriptions of the Posts in
the Military Division of the Missouri, Comma nded by Lieutenant General P. H. Sheridan (Chicago:
Military Divisio n of the Missouri, 1876), page 118.
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Figure 2. Plan of Fort Leavenworth, circa 1876.
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Figure 3. "Cogwheel"-to-rrose" killer transformation

negative space at the center. Three examples are illustrated in Figure 3. Presumably these
indicate different degrees of wear, with the prongs or lobes becoming softer and blunter.
This erosion of the cork was first noticed by Russ Fritz and written up in the March-April
1985 issue of Official Chatter, where the earlier state was called the "cogwheel" and the
later state the Fort Leavenworth "rose." This killer can be attributed to Fort Leavenworth
on the basis of parti al postmarks evident on some strikes . In Figure 4, courtesy of Robert
L. Markovits, we illu strate a 12¢ War cov er from the Chi ef Qu art ermaster' s Office ,

OF"Jl'·l~lAl . :n U S I N JCSS.

Jieadqrmrtera Depaltmeut of the Y\as.outl.
I 0011'1 Qt1A.l lTNlUI .uJ I'J:n '8 OF,)'I\,lE,
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Figure 4. 12¢ War quadruple domestic rate cover, courtesy of Robert L. Markovits

Figure 5. Script straightline postmarks

Headquarters Department of the Missour i, to West Las Animas, Colorado. The killer in the
duplex canceler is an irregular circle of wedges, a common enough design not immediate­
ly attributable to Fort Leavenworth without the accompanying postmark. Note that two
strikes were requi red to cancel the stamp thorou ghly to the clerk 's satisfaction. In Figure 5,
we illu strate two stamps with partial str ikes of a script stra ightline postmark "Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas." These are both struck in the violet ink often provided by the ven­
dors of commercial rubber handstamps, so this is probabl y a later rubber device used on
28 Chron icle 189 / February 200 I / Vol. 53. No. I



third class or reg istered mail. None of the For t Leaven worth pos tmar ks on covers or 01'1'­
covers stamps include a yea r da te, so it is difficul t to establish the exac t sequence of use
for these diffe rent killers . Des pite the lack of hard evide nce , I suspect that by 1880, at the
latest, the Fort Leaven worth post office must have con verted over to using some more pro­
gre ssive type of canceler than carved cork s.
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Figure 6. 3¢ Interior forwarded cover with bottle stopper transit marking, courtesy of
Rollin C. Huggins, Jr.

Bottle Stoppers
Several types of the rubber bott le stoppers expediently used as cance lers in many

places we re also adapted for this purpose at Fort Leaven worth. In Figure 6, courtesy of
Rollin C. Huggins J r. , we illust ra te a cover with the orna te co rner card o f the U.S .
Geo log ic & Geograph ic Survey of the Territor ies, posted in Washington, D.C. and franked
with a 3¢ Inter ior stamp on soft paper (ge nera lly attributed to the American Bank Note
Co mpany, whic h co nso lida ted with Co ntinental on February 4, 1879). The Washington,
D.C. main post office had revert ed to non-year-dat ed postm ark s for a few month s early in
1879 , so this cover has to date from that period . Addresse d to Fort Leavenw orth , it was
forwa rded to Fort Fred Steele, Wyoming Territory with a strike of a dupl ex cance ler incor­
poratin g a No. 3 size bottl e stopper killer. Thi s is the most co mmo n size and type of bottle
stopper adapted for use as a cance ler. The numbers indica ting the size of the medicine bot­
tle usuall y read in reverse, but in this case the stopper was inverted or rotated relative to
the postm ark so as to be right -reading. In Figure 7 we show strikes of this bottle stopper
killer on various War, Treasury and Interior official stamps, so me or all of which could
have or iginated at Fort Leavenworth. In Figure 8 we illustrate two examples of a hexago­
nal bottle stopper killer which was also used at Fort Leavenworth. On this type, the hexag­
onal shape wou ld have been the seal overlapping the rim of the medicine bott le, while the
solid circle at the circle at the center would have plugged the neck (subsequently cut flush
whe n adapted for use as a canceler).

Honeycombs
Certainly the mo st famou s and easi ly recognizab le of all the killers used at Fort

Leavenworth is the so-called "honeycomb." In Figure 9. we illustrate variou s strikes on all
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Figure 7. Number 3 bottle stopper killers

Figure 8. Hexagonal bottle stopper killers

Figure 9. "Honeycomb" killers
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denomi na tio ns of War Departm ent stamps except for the 7¢. In Figure 10, co urtesy of
Lester C. Lanphear III , we illustra te a sma ll domest ic rate cover wi th a hand -written co r­
ner ca rd, " Hea dquarters Depart men t of Misso uri, Offi ce Chief Engi neer." In Figure I I we
illu strate an unsealed circu lar enve lope from the Medi cal Director 's Office, Headquarters
Dep artm ent of the Missouri , mailed to the Post Surgeon at Fort Riley, Kansas. These two
co vers are the only ones recorded with the "honeycom b" cance lla tio n. Note the ex treme
variat ion in size of these killer s, and the irregul ar shapes, often more ellip tical than round.

At the core of each device is a c ircular ar rangemen t of six see de d negat ive triangles,
an organic pa ttern resem blin g a cross section throu gh some so rt of woody fruit. The tria n­
gular vessels appear to multiply in an ove rla pping hexagonal pattern too intricate and dis­
orderly to have been ca rved. I have lon g ag ree d with Roll in C. Huggins 1r.'s theory tha t
th is pattern wa s not man-made but derived from an orga nic source such as the handle of a
gourd (the mature fru it of a cuc umbe r vine) , even tho ug h the growth pattern suggests
so me thing ca ncerous like a tree bur l. So me years back , I resol ved to try an experiment and
bou ght a se lection of likely looking gourds at a farmer 's market , but whe n I left them to
dry in a cupboard they ro tted out instead . Then I tried some small ripe squashes and ZlI C­

chinis from the produce sec tion at Ralph 's which pro ved too jui cy to accept ink from my
inkpad. In Figure 12 we illustra te "cance llations" produced by slicing at different point s
throu gh an okra pod. Admitting defeat , I decid ed to co nsult an expert and se nt photocopi es
of the Fort Lea ven worth "honeycomb" ca nce llatio ns to Dr. Caleb Morse, a plan t taxono­
mist at the University of Kansas in Lawren ce (about forty miles from Fort Leavenwo rth)
and a specialist in the plants of the Grea t Plains. Dr. Morse 's ca reful ana lysis determi ned
that this was not likely a cross-section throu gh the stem of a plant 's vasc ular sys tem be­
cause the ce lls were too large. Som e aqu at ic plan ts have large air vess els, but such a stem
would likely be too mu shy to be used as a ca nce ler. The basic patt ern of six triang les in a
ring might be the cro ss section of a fru it showing loc kules and the deve loping see ds within
them, but the linked ring growth pattern wo uld be exceptio nally rare or non-existent for
plants indigenous to Kan sas. In Dr. Morse's op inion, the Fort Leavenwo rth "honeycomb"
pa ttern might be the result of ro lling an inked spherical object across the stamp. He expe ri­
me nted with a bald-cypress co ne and conside red plants ran gin g from black berries to the
frui t of the buttonbush infl oresence, but could not find a fru it displayin g a pattern of linked
rings o f tr ian gl es. His conc lus io n ag reed w ith th at o f Dr. M ic hae l Sim pso n fro m the
herbarium at San Diego State Universi ty, that the pattern of these ca nce llations looked 111/­

natural.
I co nfes s that in the beginning it had been my dream to co me up with a simple and

elegant ex planatio n for these unu sual cancellations, something alon g the lines of Scott
Trepels work on th e sug a r cane ca nce le r used o n Haw aii an Mi ssi onary s ta mps in
February 1852.7 Althou gh a co nc lusive att ribution has elude d me, I st ill believe that this
hon eycomb pattern must have an orga nic so urce. As a meat-and-potatoes man mysel f, I
will leave it someone more co nversant with vege tables to deliver the final word on this
subject.

"E" in Wreath
We tu rn fina lly to the so-ca lle d " E in wre ath" cancellation, severa l examples of

whic h are illu str ated in Figure 13. The term "E in wreath" was first used to describe a fine­
ly detailed rubber hand stam p used in Ellen ville, N.Y. during the Bank Note period. with a
large serif letter enc ircl e by two ove rlapping laurel branch es of the type tha t migh t have
crowned one of the fi rst Olymp ians." No strike of th is beaut iful cancellation has eve r been

7Robert A. Siegel Auction Galler ies. Inc.. 'T he Honolulu Adverti ser Co llec tion. Part I." lot
# 14, page 53.

"Herst-Zareski. Fancy Cancellations 0 11 Nineteenth Century United States Postage Stamps.
Billig 's Philatel ic Handb ook No. 33. 1972. Figure No . 1959, page 274.
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Figure 10. 3<: War cover with "honeycomb" killer. courtesy of Lester C. Lanphear. III
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Figure 11. 1<: War cover with "honeycomb" killer
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Figure 12. Okra pod "killers"

Figure 13. "E-in-w reath" killers

Figure 14. "E-in-wreath" killers with partial postmarks
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reported on an official stamp. The cancellation under discussion here is quite dissimilar,
with a smaller serif "E" wrapp ed by a thick textured band which more accurately resem­
bles a Christmas wrea th of plaited yew bows. Calling this design an "E in wreath" is not
an inaccurate description , but it has led some to erroneously attribute this cancellation to
Ellenville, N.Y. All the strikes I have seen have been on off-cover official stamps. One en­
terprising collector, rightly presumin g that it must have been created by a Fort postmaster,
scanned down the list of forts, found that no postmarks were known from the gar rison at
Fort Elliot , Texas (1875- 1890), and so settled upon Fort Ellis, Montana Territory (1867 ­
86), located within the boundaries of what later became Yellowstone National Park . In the
1868-79 period, mail was posted at Bozeman, but a post office existed at the fort from
1880-83. Thi s attribution was eagerly seized upon by others, even though no proving cover
had come to light , because it seemed logical that the "E" should stand for the name of the
post office.

Now in studying this cance llation, it seemed clear to me that the irregul ar pattern of
triangles in the wreath band was so unusual that it had to come from the same organic sub­
strate (whatever that was) as the Fort Leavenworth "honeycomb" cancellations. I was then
able to find an example with a partial postmark showing the letters "FORTLE..." and an­
other faintl y showing "...WORTH" as illustrated in Figure 14 . The word "FORT" was al­
most never abbreviated "FT." in postmarks, so spelling out "FORTLEAVENWORTH"
took up over 3/ 4 of the diameter of the postmark, leaving no room for a space between the
two words. So the "E in wreath" cance lla tio n fo und on War Department stamps also
comes from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas and was probably used to mark letters for railway
mail cars eas tbound to Chicago. This was also a duplex canceler, based on the evidence of
incidental parti al strikes of the postmark on some copies. The letter "E" must have been
from a molded vulcanized rubber plug that was somehow inserted into the hollow ed out
flange of the "honeycomb."

Conclusion
As mentioned earlier, because none of the survivi ng Fort Leavenworth postmarks in­

corporate a year date, it is difficult to place these cance lers in a precise evolutionary se­
quence. Still, the anonymous postmaster at Fort Leavenworth must have been a resourceful
fellow, not content to patiently whittle new cancelers one after another but determin ed to
come up with something durable and distinctive. My sense is that the cut corks came first,
were followed by the bottl e stopper cancelers, which were succeeded in turn by the "hon­
eycomb" killers. Mr. Lanphear has a penalty cover with a killer rese mbling the honey­
comb, with the corner card of the U.S. Infantry and Cavalry Schoo l (not so named until
1886) and with an indistinct backstamp from Fortress Monroe that must read 1893. This
suggests that the "honeyco mb" cance llations might have been developed later, and stayed
in use for a long time, although Mr. Lanphear also has pen alt y envelopes fro m Fort
Leavenworth with old-fashioned cut cork killers and backstamps datin g into the I890s .
Logic dictates that the "E in wreath" killer was in use simultaneously with the "honey­
comb" killer. 1 regret not having been able to identify the raw mater ial from which the
"honeycomb" cancelers were made, and I am unable to even hazard a guess on how the so­
called "E in wreath " cance ler was produ ced. Still, given the arcana which fills the little
gray cell s of so many philatelists, I remain confident that some route agent who reads this
will come forward to solve the mystery. D
34 Chron icle 189 / February 200 1 / Vol. 53, No. I



Our auctions always include
better postal history,

especially
British North America
and the United States

For a complimentary catalogue contact:

Charles G. Rrby
AUCTIONS

6695 Highland Road, Suite #107
Waterford, MI 48327 -1967

Telephone (248) 666-5333 • Fax (248) 666-5020
Chronicle 189 / Febru ary 200 I / Vol. 53, No. I 35



PENALTY LABEL USAGE OVER OFFICIAL ENVELOPES
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M.D.

Three envelopes were discovered recentl y which demonstrate a very rare usage of
Official stamped enve lopes . All three envelopes are the 15¢ dark red legal-sized entires,
Scott U027, with printed address to the Chief Signal Officer of the Army. One of the en­
velopes was used from Dead wood, Dakota Terr itory and the other two from Bismarck,
Dakota Territory; all bear appropriate postm arks and are backstamped at Washin gton , D.C.
An example of one from Bism arck is shown in Figure I. It is post marked on August 3,
1884 (yea r date from the backstamp).

Official envelopes were valid for pos tage until July 5, 1884. They had bee n supplant­
ed by penalty envelopes which were firs t devised five years earlier . Therefo re, this enve­
lope was used less than a month afte r the official stamps and envelopes were de monetized.
The postal charges were waive d because of the small rectangular label that appears in the
upper right corner of the entire, over the printed and embossed picture of Web ster (Figure
2). This penal ty label has "Bismarck D.T." wr itten on the blank line. I have not seen the
other Bismarck cove r, but I have been told it is ident ical exce pt for the date of usage. The
Deadwood cover bears the same label, but "Deadwoo d D.T." is written in the blank , and
the usage is later. No doubt someo ne locally wanted to use up a quantity of already ad­
dressed enve lopes on hand .

(Editor 's Note: Prior to this Chicago find , Dr. Denni s Schmidt had recorded six ex­
amples of these demonetized 15¢ War legal reply stamped envelopes used with penalty la­
bels from Deadwood and Bismarck, North Dakota, between May 1884 and 1886. His col­
lection conta ins one from eac h town, and there is a third in the Lester C. Lanphear III ex­
hibit collec tion of early penalty mail. Dr. Schmidt has also see n a partial shee t of unused
labels, presum ably printed at the direction of the Chief Signal Officer in Washin gton, D.C.
and distributed as needed. A similar convers ion of obsolete high value postal stationery
was accomplis hed in Prescott , Ar izo na Terr itory for use by the Ca lifo rn ia-A rizo na
Division of the U.S. Military Telegraph Line by the use of a vio let penalty handstamp over
the indicia-examples have been found on legal-sized 12¢, 15¢, 24¢ and 30¢ envelopes.
As sca rce as these demonetized envelope s are (they were pri nted in quanti ties ranging
from 200-300), those used in-period without penalty labels or handstamps (where the indi­
cia actually paid the correct postage on a heavy letter) are much rarer .) 0
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Figure 1, 15¢ War Department entire postmarked "BISMARCK OAK. AUG 3" with small
white label folded back from in front of envelope stamp

Figure 2. Detail of penalty label showing "Bismarck D.T." in manuscript
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The Long-Anticipated Comprehensive Study
of 1847 Issue Postal History

The United States 1847 Issue:
A Cover Census
By Thomas J. Alexander

After years of detailed compilation from a
huge range of sources-and following on the
heels of the early census studies conducted by
Creighton Hart and Susan McDonald-Tom
Alexander has assembled this monumental
study of the known covers of America's first
issue of postage stamps. To be published in a
large single volume by the U.S. Philatelic
Classics Society, The U.S. 1847 Issue: A
Cover Census is the first work of its kind ever
assembled. No more important book on the
1847 issue has ever been compiled.

The work contains a detailed listing of
nearly 13,000 covers bearing 1847 stamps,
arranged by place of entry into the mail system. .~

,t t .-"u /'f ,/u .-e·7These places include 31 states, two territories,
the District of Columbia, Choctaw Nation, ••" ••,
railroad route agents, waterway route agents,
Canada and Panama. Supplementary listings
cover all recorded IO-cent bisects, 5-cent plus
10-cent combination covers, post-demonetiza-
tion covers and covers to foreign destinations.
A separate section discusses fake covers.

Commentary includes
discussions of some of the - - - - -,
problems faced by postmasters I
in dealing with the first issue of I
stamps. Characteristics of mail I

Address ' Ifrom each state and territory as
well as those of many towns and City: State'__Zlp: I
cities are covered; mail to and Phone: ( Fax: ( ) I
from famous persons are noted I

E-Mail Address'as are large correspondences, ~--------------- I
both commercial and those sent United States: 1847 Cover Census I
to wives and girlfriends . I

By Thomas J. Alexander I
Place your order nowl Please send me: I

(Dealer Inquiries Invited) I
Make check payable to: I

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society Copy(ies ) of the Regular Hardbound Edition at $79.95 I
P.O. Box 445 • Wheeling IL60090 -- postpaid

Fax: (847) 215-7253 1__Check Enclosed i
L ~
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
RICHARD F. WINTER. Editor
Section Editor's Note: In May 1999, when the USPCS met at NOJEX in northern
New Jersey, I was asked by John Dubois if 1 wo uld conside r prep aring a pap er on a
Scandin avian transatlantic subject. The paper was requested for a postal history sympo­
sium to be presented by NORDIA 200 1 at Tucso n, Arizona in January 200 1. NORDIA
200 1 was an intern ational Scandinavian exhibitio n to be held for the first time in the
United States. There was very little publi shed information on the subject of transatlantic
mails with any of the Scandin avian countries, so I was quite interes ted in the idea. 1 decid­
ed to concentrate on mails to and from Sweden, but I did not know if I could gather suffi­
cient information to prepare a paper. I spent the next six months searching for material in
many different collections before committing to writing the paper and to giv ing a talk at
the symposium. Along the way, I had the very good fortune to begin a very long and suc­
cess ful communication with Bertil Larsson of V\ ' e4s ter\' e5s, Sweden. He not only helped
me gain access to some of the finest Swedish transatlanti c mater ial in collec tions of his
countrymen, but also provide me with all the transatlanti c postal rate inform ation available
in the Swedish postal archives. During London 2000 we met in London and spent many
hour s carefully going through my manuscript and trying to fully understand the many cov­
ers that had been brought together in this study. I believe the final paper, although not the
final word on this subject, significantly furthers the available know ledge on mails between
the United States and Sweden. With the concurrence of John Dub ois of the NORDIA 200 I
organization, through whom the paper was publis hed firs t in the proceed ings of thei r
postal history symposium, this paper is being republ ished in the Chronicle. Th is is done to
reach many more collectors and students than those who were able to attend the sympo­
sium.

UNITED STATES - SWEDEN: LETTER MAIL
PRIOR TO THE BILATERAL POSTAL CONVENTION OF 1873

RICHARD F. WINTER

Swedish emigration to the United States began as early as 1638, eighteen yea rs afte r
the landin g of the pilgrims from the Mayfl ower , whe n a small colony of Swedes, sent out
by the government in Stockholm, established a crow n colony in Delaware.' In 1655 the
colony was lost to the Dutch, but the original settlers remained . Their descendants became
distinguished citizens who fought against England in the Amer ican Revoluti onary War and
helped establish the first United States government.

The first orga nized groups of immigrants started to arrive in New York in the mid­
I840s. This was the start of a significant Swedish emigrat ion, which by 1930 brought al­
most 1.3 million Swedes to this country. Most of them were farmers on their way to Iowa
and Illinois. In Sweden, by the middle of the nineteenth century, generations of large fami­
lies and divided inheritances had fragmented the country into many small land holdings.
Poor soil, which continued to be farmed, produced a land that was full of poverty, want
and social frus tration. Since the Elementary School Act of 1842 almost erased illiteracy
among the young in Sweden, the ones who read about America in the newspapers and
from letters sent home by the pioneers were the young peopl e. Many saw no futur e in
Sweden and left for Amer ica. Beyond the Atlantic Ocean, a new chance awaited those who
could save up or borrow money for a ticket.

IAn excellent web site, http://www.americanwest.com/swedemigr/pages/emigra.htm . provides
not only background information on Swedish emigration to the United States , but also over 50 links
to other useful web sites. These sites, in English and in Swedish, are the locations of many detailed
sources of information about Sweden including sites related to genealogical data.
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Figure 1. Principal mail routes between Germany, Denmark and Sweden
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The major porti on of the emigra tion occ urred after the American Civil War. At the
end of the I860s, Sweden was struck by the last o f a series of severe hunger ca tas trop hes .
Agriculture, which was only partially moderni zed and had been strugg ling, now suffered a
series of crop failures. Wet yea rs of rotting gra in were followed by dry yea rs in which the
cro ps burned , followed by epidemics and starvation. Sixty thousand Swedes immigrated to
America during the last three years of the I860s. Th e Hom estead Act of 1862 provided the
ge nero us offe r of land to people willing to farm. Th e majority of the Swedes we nt to the
state of Minnesota, which became the Swede State in America. By World War I, roughl y
one fifth of all Swedes worldwide lived in the United States.

I have had rath er few covers to study during the Swedi sh pioneer years up to the
1860s. Thi s is not surprising because there were relatively few Swedish immi grants to ex­
change letters with families back home. With the flood of immigrant s in the late I860s and
later, more letters were sent home, a few of which have survived to be studied and co llec t­
ed today. This paper will examine mail between the Unit ed States and Sweden befo re the
postal convention between the Kingdoms of Sweden and Norway and the Unit ed Stat es,
which became effective on I July 1873. Before this postal con vention, mail s to Sweden
were tran sported under a number of different postal conventions between the United States
and other European gove rnments. Each convention had different rate s and usually different
routes over which the mails traveled . Consequentl y, the markings on letters sent und er the
provisions of the various conventions are quite different and usually distinctive. In 1857,
for example, a letter writ er in the United States could choose one of four di fferent ways to
send a letter to Sweden with prepa yment s vary ing between 5¢ and 42¢.2With the excep­
tion of the 1857 conventio n with France the prepaym ent in the Un ited Stat es did not cover
the total rate and additional postage was due at the lett er's dest inati on. The co nveyance of
letters to and from Sweden genera lly went via Hamburg and ei ther Denmark or Prussia
along existing mail routes. Figure I illustrates the principal mail routes between Germany,
Denmark and Sweden and the princ ipal cities invol ved . Th e first co nvention between the
United States and SwedenlNorway in 1873 allowe d letters to be fully paid to dest inations,
travelin g in closed mail bags through the intermediate co untries. Th is co nvention, howev­
er, wi ll not be covered in th is paper. Instead, ] will address mail s between the United
States and Sweden from 1840 to 1873 under the United States postal co nventions with the
Uni ted Kingdom , Fra nce, Bremen, Hamburg, Prussia and North German Union.

It is imp ortant to emphasize that I have not been able to work from a very large dat a­
base of covers. I have examined only 185 cove rs, either from photocopies or the cove rs
them selves. A break down of that number shows that the foll owing mail sys tems were
used : Unit ed Kingdom mails - 22; French mails - 8; Bremen mail s - 16; Hamburg mails ­
7; Prussian mail s - 53; and North German Union mail s - 79. Fro m I January 1868, the
three German mail con ventions (Bremen, Hamburg, and Prussian ) we re replaced with one
co nvention between the United Stat es and the North German Union. Durin g the next 5112

years before the United States-Swed en/Norway po stal co nve ntio n, all mail s from the
United States were se nt under the North German Union postal convention . Th ey traveled
by stea mer either directl y to Hamburg or Bremen or in closed mail bags through Eng land
and Belgium to Prussia. Although the United States-French postal co nventio n was still in
effec t until the end of 1869, the Foreign Rate tabl es published in the United States no
longer showed a rate by French mail after December 1867. While I am certain that there
are many more covers in existence than I have had the opportunity to exa mine, I suspect
the relative numbers by the var ious postal conventio ns wi ll remai n about the sa me. Mails
from Swe de n also could be sent to the United States via Denmark (U nited States-Denmark

'Charles J. Starnes, United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations, / 84 7 to GPU-U PU,
second edition (Lo uisv ille , Kentu cky: Leo nard H. Hartm ann , 1989), p. 40.
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postal conventi on of 1871 ) and the United Kingdom in the open mails. These routes will
not be discu ssed in th is paper.

United Sta tes-United Kingdom Mail Agreements
Mail that passed throu gh the United Kingdom 's postal system may be divided into

three categories : (a) mail privately brought to the United Kingdom and posted there; (b)
mail se nt to an agent in the United Kingdom and re-ma iled there; and (c) mai l in open
transit thro ug h the United Kin gdom . The first category will not be discussed in this paper,
but the next two will. Mail tran siting the United Kingdom in closed mai l bags will be cov­
ered later.

Before the post al conve ntion of 1848 be twee n the United St ates and the United
Kin gd om , ther e wa s no accounting between the countries. Th erefore, postage had to be
paid separate ly in each co untry for transit to the limit s of that country 's postal system. Th e
postage in the recei ving co untry was co llec ted at destination . The United Kingdom wo uld
not forward an y tr ansit letters tha t we re not full y paid to the limit s of the U nited
Kingdom 's mail sys tem. Since there was no way to accomplish this with prepayment in
the United States before the 1848 convention, agent s had to be used to prepay transit fees
to foreign destinations. If not , the Lond on post office held the letters until the sende r was
notifi ed and paid the defi cient postage. Figure 2 illustrat es a 16 December 1843 folded let­
ter from Boston to Stoc kho lm. As with man y letters sent throu gh forwarding age nts, it had
two addresses writte n on it , one the Sto ckh olm destina tion and the oth er , the Swedi sh
Consul General in Lond on , the Lond on agent.' Thi s letter, a forerunner to the co nvention
mai l. never entered the United States mail sys tem. Instead the sende r en trus ted it first to
the forwarding agent, T.A. Ward of Boston , who took it to the steamship's letter bag in
Boston . Ward struc k the forwarder 's red oval marking in the lower left comer of the lett er
a long with the red hand stamp PRo ACA DIA , one of a se ries of handstamp markings used
by Ward to ind icate the desired steamship that was to carry the letter across the Atlantic.
Th e manuscript "2 5" in the upper righ t may have been the fee paid in Boston for Ward 's
se rvice to forward the letter to England. The letter left Boston on the 16 December 1843
sailing of the Cunard steame r Acadia and ar rived at Liverp ool on 30 December 1843.· A
red backstamp shows the lett er arri ved at the Lond on post office on I January 1844 , where
a second agent, the Sw edi sh General Consul in London , paid one shilling postage due, the
incoming packet letter rate . T his agent re-rnailed the letter to Stockho lm the next day, 2
January 1844. Th e lett er was endorsed with the routing instru ction " via Hamburg" and
prepaid Is8d, the Un ited Kingd om packet rate to Cuxhave n.' Thi s was as far as the letter
could be paid in the Unit ed Kingdom. On 5 January 1844, the Hamburg stadtpost received
the Unit ecl Kingdom mail bags, opened them , stamped the letters to Sweden (oval back­
stamp) , and turned them over to the Royal Swedi sh post office in Hamburg." Hamburg

JA co mmo n practi ce of the time was to place two addresses on a letter, one the forwarding
agent' s address and the other. the fin al destination address. Wh en the agent rece ived and re-rnail ed
the lett er, he crossed throu gh his add ress leaving only the final dest inati on address on the letter. On
th is co ver, the agent' s add ress was written in the lower left corner.

' Great Brita in fees such as this one , one shilling 8 pence. will be shown in the abbreviated
form, Is8d.

"T he "s ta d t pos t" w a s th e Ham bu rg S tat e Po st O ffi ce . A part ia l s t r ike of t he
K.S.& N.P.C/HAMB URG d ate st amp ap pears on th e reve rse . th e marking of th e Kon igl ich
Schwedi sc hes & Norwe gi sc hes Post Comptoire. See Gordon A. Hughmark and Don Hal pern .
Stampless Mai l 10 and f rom Scandinavia to 1868 (New Provid en ce . New Jersey: Rosett a Stone
Press. 1999 ) for an exce lle nt co mpendium in English of the var ious rates and markings used on
mails to Sca ndin av ia .

"For acco unting pu rposes between Sweden and Ger many. one Hambu rg schilling was equiva­
lent to 2.5 sk.bco. and one Prussian si lbe rgrosc hen was equivalent to 3 sk.bco.
42 Chronicle 189 I February 200 1 I Vol. 53. No. 1



Figure 2. 16 December 1843. Boston to Stockholm. sent to London via forwarding agent
T.W. Ward of Boston. London agent paid 1s for transatlantic packet rate and reposted to
Stockholm with 1s8d payment. Hamburg marked 4 schillinge debit to Swedish post of­
fice. Postage due at destination 1 Riksdaler 2 sk.bco.

Figure 2a. Royal Swedish post office in
Hamburg restatement of Hamburg debit. 4
schillinge.

Figure 2b. Postage due marked in upper
left by Sweden. 1 Riksdaler 2 sk.bco.
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debited the Royal Swe dish post office four schillinge (red crayo n "4" in lower right) for
handling the letter from Cuxhave n to Hamburg. Thi s amount was restated by the Swed ish
pos t office in the upper left corner as "4S" (see Figure 2a). The Swedish restatement of the
German debit in schillinge currency is seen typically in the upper left corner of letters han­
dled by the Royal Swedish post office in Hamburg during the I840s and 1850s. This debi t
was equivalent to 10 skilling banco (sk.bco .) in Swedish currency.' To this was added 32
sk.bco . transit from Hamburg via Denmark to Helsingborg and 8 sk.bco . Swedish inland
fee from Helsingborg to Stockholm. The total postage due in Sweden was 50 sk.bco . or I
Riksdaler 2 sk.bco., marked as " IR2S" in the upper left corner (see Figure 2b) .8

The United States-Un ited Kingdom postal convention of 1848 (effec tive from 15
Febru ary 1849) established an international rate of 24¢ or 12 pence (one shilling) per 112
oz . that could be prepaid or left to be paid by the addressee in the United Kingdom." This
rate consisted of 5¢ to the Unit ed States, 3¢ to the United Kingdom , and 16¢ to the cou n­
try whose contrac t steamship carr ied the letter across the Atlantic. In addition , there was
an open mail provision in the conve ntion for transit letters. This allowed letters fully paid
to the Uni ted Kin gdom's mail system to travel beyond the United Kingdom at the same
rate that citizen s in the United Kingdom would pay had the letter originated in the United
Kin gdom. Thu s a letter paid 5¢ or 2 1¢ in the United States, the open mail rates to the
Unit ed Kingdom mail sys tem, could continue beyond in the United Kingdom mails. The
5¢ prepayment was required if the letter was to be carr ied across the Atlantic on a British
contract mail steamer. If the letter was to be carried across the Atlantic on an American
co ntract mail steamship, a prepayment of 2 1¢ was required . Thu s, in both cases , the letter
entere d the Un ited Kingdom mail system free of expenses . Th e one carried by British
stea mer actu all y entered the United Kingdom mail sys te m in the Ame rican port. Th e
transatlantic portion , whic h was 16¢, was added to the other unpaid transit charges. The
letter sent by the American contract service arrived at England free of charges since the
tran satlantic fee was prepaid in the 21¢ rate. A few examples of these open mail cove rs
will be exa mine d.

Figure 3 illu strates a 20 March 1849 letter from Louisville, Kentucky, to Carlshamn,
Swed en, sent in the open mail via the United Kingdom. The letter was prepaid 10¢ in
Louisville, shown in the circular datestamp , a fee that was twice the open mail rate by
Briti sh packet. Since the new postal convention with the United Kingdom had recentl y
gone into effec t, it is quit e possible that the Louisville postmaster was still using the pre­
convention rates. Thu s, the letter was overpaid 5¢. Many inland postmasters knew that if
the United States internal fee was paid to the coastal city, the postmaster at that location
was requ ired to forw ard the letter on the next available vesse l to Euro pe. Since, under
those circumstances , no fees had been paid for the ocean transit, these letters were not
placed on the contract mail steamers but generally on sailing ships heading to a port near
the letter 's destin ation . At New York, sailing packets were used regularly by the postmaster
to carry unpaid ove rseas letters to France. Postal regulations allowed the seaport postmas­
ter a I¢ per letter allowance for these letters. The port postmasters may have paid this to
the ship's master to take the letters. Since at least the 5¢ open mail rate had been paid in
Loui sville, the New York postmaster placed this letter in the mail bag made up for the 4
April departure of the Cunard steamer Canada from New York. The steamer arrived at
Liverpool on 19 April 1850. The letter was sent to London where it arrived on 20 April.

71 Riksdaler =48 sk.bco.
"United States-United Kingdom postal conve ntion of 1848, U.S. 16 Statutes at Large 783­

806 ; also publi shed in Report of the Postmaster General, 1849, pp . 803-35.
"Postal conventi ons designat ed exchange offices in each country. These were the only office s

that were permi tted to process mails under the convention. Closed mail bags traveled through inter­
med iary countries and were opened at the exchange offices where each letter was marked acco rding
to the acco unting instruc tions of the convention.
44 Chron icle 189 / February 200 1 / Vol. 53. No. 1



Figure 3. 20 March 1849, louisville, Ky. to Carlshamn, Sweden, paid 10¢ for U.S. transit
to New York but sent in open mail to U.K. by British packet at 5¢ rate. london debited
Prussia 1s4d and Prussia debited Sweden 22 sgr. for routing via Stralsund. Postage due
marked in red crayon, lower left, 1 Riksdaler 42 sk.bco.

London deb ited Prussia Is4d in the lower right co rner (8d sea trans it fro m the United
States, 6d United Kingdom transit to Prussia and 2d Belgium transit for a le tter under II.
oz. , under the Anglo-Prussia n convention of 1846). Upon arrival at Aac hen, which was the
Prussian exc hange office for the mails from London via Belgium, the letter was marked
with a red boxed AMERICA per ENGLAND handstamp to show its origin." The United
Kingdom debit of Is4d was equivalent to 13113 sgr., which was marked in blu e ink on the
reverse at Aachen. Although Prussia had reduced the tran satl anti c porti on of the transit
from 10 sgr. ( 12d) to 63

/ . sgr. (8d) as a co nseque nce of the new United St ates-Uni ted
Kingdom convention, the old established rate of 10 sgr. was mistakenly used in the debi t
to Swed en. Additiona l Articles of 1847 to the 1840 co nve ntion between Pru ssia and
Sweden spec ified an "average foreign postage" for a letter from the United Ki ngdom to be
8 sgr. for a J/. loth letter to cove r the Brit ish and Belgium tran sit fees. In addi tion to that, 4
sgr. for the Prussian transit to Stra lsund of a 3/. loth letter was applied. The total debit to
Sweden of 22 schillinge was marked in the upper left co rner in blue ink. This was equiva­
lent to 66 sk.bco. Transit from Stralsund to Sweden required an additional 24 sk.bco . for a
total postage due in Carlshamn of 90 sk.bco . or I Riksdaler 42 sk.bco., which was marked
in red crayo n in the lower left.

Figure 4 illustrates a cover sent in the open mails by American packet. The letter
originated with the Swedish Consul in New York on 12 Jun e 1852, and was addressed to
Stockholm. It was prepaid 2 1¢ for the open mail rate by American packet, marked in pen­
cil above the red crayon" IT' in the center of the cover. New York often marked just pencil
numbers on the letter face to show prepayment without any other indica tion that the letter
was prepaid. The letter was placed in the mail bags for England carried by the American
Co lli ns Line steamshi p Arcti c, which depar ted New York on 12 June and ar rive d at

"Personal com munica tion with Bertil Larsson.
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Liverpool on 23 June 185 2. London marked the black u.s.pn handstamp to show no
tran satl anti c fees were due since an American packet carri ed the lett er to Eng land. London
also debited Pru ssia IOd (ma nuscript. upper right) for the 6d United Kingdom portion un­
dcr the Anglo- Prussian con vention of 1846 plu s 2x2d for tran sit throu gh Belgium for a I /~ ­

'I: ounce letter. Pru ssia deli vered the letter to the Hamburg stadt post on 25 June 1852 (oval
back stamp ), which in turn marked a debit of 17 schillinge to the Royal Swed ish post office
of Hamburg, the red crayon " IT' previously mentioned . This debit consisted of IOd owed
the Unit ed Kingdom plus the Pru ssian transit, which tog ether Hamburg rou nded to 17
sc h ill inge . The Royal Swedish post offi ce restated the debit in the upper left corner.
Instead of se nding the lett er via Denma rk, the Ictter was se nt to the Pru ssian office at
Stralsu nd for tra nsit to Ystad , Sw eden, probab ly because thi s was the fastest route to
Stockholm . The Prussians crossed through the 17 schillinge debit in the upper left corner
and marked in blue pen 18 sg r. due to Prussia , which was eq uiva len t to 54 sk.bco . This
debit consisted of 1.5x the no rma l Prussian charge of 12 sgr. for a .1/~ loth letter. Since the
Ictter was addressed to a Roya l institutio n in Sto ckholm that did not have to pay Swedish
fees, no postage due was marked. The Royal Swe dish post office in Hamburg kept records
of the " fore ign" postage due on each lett er sent to an addressee allowed free Sw edi sh
postage and periodically rep orted that pos tage to the Ge neral Post Office in Stockholm. II

...

Figure 4. 12 June 1852, New York to Stockholm, paid 21¢ for open mail rate to U.K. by
American packet. London marked "U.S.I~K.T." handstamp to show transatlantic fees paid
and debited Prussia 10d for U.K. fees to Germany. Hamburg marked 17 schillinge debit
to Prussia, who then debited Sweden 18 sgr. No postage due marked as letter sent to
addressee that had free Swedish postage.

" In personal corresponden ce with Bertil Larsson, 7 April 2000, I learned that many of these
records still ex ist in the Nat ion al Archives in Sweden. Quarterly account records show each letter
and provid e the date the letter was recorded in Hamburg, the name of the institut e or person allowed
free Swedish postage, the weig ht of the letter, and the "foreign" charge.
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The 18 sgr. (equivalent to 54 sk.bco .) due on this lett er would have been on the quarterl y
account between the Royal Swedi sh post office in Hamburg and the General Post Office in
Stockholm.

Figure 5. 31 August 1852, New York to Stockholm, prepaid 5C for open mail rate to U.K.
by British packet. London debited Prussia 1s, who debited 183

/ 4 sgr. to Sweden, the nor­
mal charge to Swedish destination. This was crossed through and replaced with 133/ 4
sgr., the fees owed for transit to Germany since letter addressed to agency with free
Swedish postage.

A new postal convention between the United Kingdom and Pru ssia went into effect
on I August 1852, lowerin g the fees in genera l and thus also the transit fees on open mails
fro m the United States to Prussia and beyond. Figure 5 shows a 3 1 August 1852 cover
from New York to the same addressee in Stoc kholm as the cover in Figure 4. Thi s lett er
was prepaid 5¢ for the open mail rate by Briti sh packet and endorsed in the lower left "p
Canada ." Aga in, we see that New York showe d no indication of prepayment other than a
large pencil "5" in the center of the cove r. The letter was included in the mails made up for
the next day sa iling of the Cunard steamer from Boston. On I September 1852, the Cunard
steamship Canada departed Boston and arrived at Liverpool on II Se ptember 1852. A cir­
cular dat estamp on the reverse of the letter shows the letter arrived in London on 12
Sept ember. Here it was marked for a Is debi t to Prussia (8d tran satlantic fee plu s 4d
United Kingdom and Belgian transit fees)." The Pru ssian office at Aachen marked 133/4

sgr. Prussi an debit to Hambu rg in blu e pen , whic h in corpor at ed all tr an s it fee s to
Hamburg. Backstamp s on the letter show that it was handl ed in the Hamburg stadtpos t and
the Royal Swedi sh post office in Hamburg on 15 September 1852. The Sweden-Prussia
postal convention effec tive I Jul y 1852 se t the transi t fee between the two co untr ies,
whether from Stralsund or from Stett in, at 5 sgr., 2112 sg r. fo r Swedish intern al postage and
2112 sgr. sea postage to be shared equally between the two co untries. Norma lly the 5 sgr.
transit fee from Prussia to Sweden would have been added to the Hamburg debit for a total
debit to Sweden of 183/ 4 sgr, Since this letter was addressed to an offic ial institu tion of

"The manuscript notation of the one shilling debit appears on the right side of the letter face
and looks like the letter "n."
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Sw eden , how ever, the 5 sg r. fee was not mark ed on the letter. Th e 13'1. sgr. was inc luded
in the qu art erl y acc ounting se nt to the General Post Office in Stoc kho lm and was not deb­
ited to the recipi ent of the letter. How the Ge neral Post Office in Stoc kholm debited offi­
c ial recipients is unknown to postal historian s. It is likely, altho ugh not confi rme d, that the
Pru ssian part of the Pru ssia-S wed en sea transit , or I II. sgr., was added, pro bably by the
General Post Office before the recipient was charged. In this case the total postage due
would have been IYI. sg r. plu s I II. sgr. or 15 sgr., equal to 45 sk.bco. The sma ll "8" in the
upp er right corne r refer s to the letter bill number of this letter and is not a rate markin g.

Figure 6 illu strates a handsom e cover that was prepaid 2 1¢ with adhes ives for the
open mail rat e by Ameri can packet. Th e letter was posted in Maquon . Illinoi s on 17
September 1857 , addressed to Stoc kho lm. All thr ee adh esives were cance led with one
strike of the large circul ar datestamp of Maqu on . On 26 Se ptember the letter left New York
on the Co llins Line steams hip Balt ic and arrived at Liverpoo l on 6 October 1857. A back­
stamp shows arr ival at London the next day, 7 October. Here it was marked V.S.PK.T. to
show tran satl anti c se rvice by an American co ntrac t stea mer. The debit to Prussia for transit
from the United Kin gd om to Prussia was 31h sgr., but Lond on failed to mark this deb it
eve n thou gh there was a handstam p for that purpose. The letter was sent to Prussia where
the debit to Hamburg of 7 sgr. was marked in blue pen for the acc umulated transit fees .
Backstamps show ar riva l of the lette r at the Hamburg stadtpos t and the Prussian office in
Hamburg on 9 Octob er 1857 . The letter was sent to Stral sund (c ircular datestamp on the
reverse of II Octob er ) for co nveya nce to Sweden . The pos tage due at destin ation was 36
sk.bco ., 2 1 sk.bco. for the Pru ssian debit of 7 sgr. plus 15 sk.bco. for the 5 sgr. fee from
Stralsund to Swedish destination . Thi s was marked in the upper left co rne r.

Lett ers sent to a forwarding agent in England and re-posted to Sweden look similar
to open mail letters by Ame rican packet, but they are quit e different. I can illu strate thi s
with Figure 7, a most interestin g cover from Havana, C uba sent via the Unit ed State s un­
der the United States -United Kingdom postal co nventio n. Th e letter, datelin ed Havana, 2
June 1853, was addressed to the London forward ing age nt, Rowe Prescott & Co mpany.
Th e stea ms hip Isabel , whi ch regularly carried mails between Ch arleston , So uth Ca rolina
and Havana, carr ied the lett er to Charleston. On this voyage Isabel departed Havana on 8
June and arrived at Charles ton on 10 Jun e 1853.D The next day the Ch arleston postmaster
struck a large 35mm circular datestamp in red with a 24¢ rate included in the marking.
Undo ubted ly the Charleston postmaster created this marking to show prepaym ent of the
24¢ treaty ra te to En gland; however, it was inappropriate for this use since the letter was
unpaid and the ra te was not 24¢. Except to show the dat e that the letter was for ward ed to
New York from Charles ton, this marking serv ed no purpose. Wh en the letter go t to New
York for co nveyance overseas, the New York exc hange office ca refully placed the black
c irc le 10 debit marking to the United Kingdom over the "24" of the Charles ton marking.
As an unp aid lett er from C uba und er the postal conventi on with the United Kingdom , the
United States was entitled to 1O¢ on this letter fo r tran sit fees from Cuba to the United
States plus internal posta ge. T his amount was substituted for the norm al 5¢ United States
portion und er the convention . The letter was plac ed in the mail s carried by the Cunard
steame r Arabia, whi ch left New York on 15 June and arrived at Li verpool on 25 June
1853. Th e letter went to London where it was marked for posta ge due of I s2 1hd, which
was equiva lent to 29¢ ( I O¢ tran sit fee from Cuba plu s 16¢ se a postage to the United
Kin gdom and 3¢ United Kingdom inland fee). Thi s postage was paid by the forwarding
age nt in London. On 27 June 1853 the letter was placed back in the mail s unp aid to Gefle,
Swed en . London marked the black 31MGROSCHEN handst amp to sho w the United
Kin gd om debit to Prussia und er the Anglo-Prussian co nvention of 1852. Th e Pru ssians
marked 7 sgr. debit to the Hamburg office , equivalent to 2 1 sk.bco . Backstamps show the

" Charleston COl/riel'. II June 1853.
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Figure 6. 17 September 1857. Maquon. Illinois to Stockholm. prepaid 21¢ open mail rate
with adhesives. London marked "U.S.P."·T.". but failed to show 3'h groschen debit to
Prussia. Prussia marked 7 sgr. debit to Sweden for transit fees from London. equivalent
to 21 sk.bco.• to which was added the 5 sgr. or 15 sk.bco transit fee from Prussia to
Sweden. Postage due of 36 sk.bco. marked upper left.

Figure 7. 2 June 1853. Havana. Cuba to London. readdressed by agent to Gefle. Sweden.
carried by steamship Isabel to Charleston. S.C. New York debited U.K. 10¢ and London
marked 1s2'hd postage due for letter from Cuba via the U.S. London agent paid postage
due and reposted letter to Sweden. London marked "3'hIGROSCHEN" debit to Prussia.
who marked 7 sgr. debit to Sweden. Postage due at destination 36 sk.bco.• marked up­
per left.
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lett er arrived at Hamburg on 29 June 1853 and was transferred to the Royal Swedish pos t
office in Hamburg on the same day. Since the transit fee fro m Hamburg to Sweden was 15
sk.bco . Swede n marked the total postage due of 36 sk.bco. in the top left corn er of the let­
ter face . Thi s was the same amount as we saw in Figure 6, but this letter was sent to a
Lond on forwarding age nt to be re-m ailed and was not in the open mails from the United
States. The Helsingborg circular datestamp of I July 1853 shows that the letter traveled
fro m Hamburg through Denmark and entered Sweden at Helsingborg.

One last example of a letter sent under the United Kingdom open mail s illu strates
another route to Sweden. The letter in Figure 8 also was directed to the same forwa rding
agent in London as was the letter in Figure 7. This letter originated in New Orlean s on 19
Jul y 1852. Addressed to Gefle, Swede n, it was prepaid 24 ¢, the United States-United
Kin gdom co nvention rate to London . New Orlean s struc k a red PAID/24 hand stamp to
show full payment. Upon arrival in New York, the exchange office struck the red 19 hand ­
stamp as required by the postal convention to show the credit to the Unit ed Kin gdom .
Becau se the letter was to be carried across the Atlantic on a Briti sh contrac t mail steamer,
the Uni ted Kingdom was entitled to 16¢ sea transit and 3¢ internal fees under the conven­
tion. The letter was placed in the mails carried from New York on 30 Jun e 1852 by the
Cunard steamship Europa, which arrived at Liverpool on II July 1852. A London circular
datestamp showed arriva l there the next day and that the letter was prepaid . Under a postal
co nvention between Great Britain and Sweden, from 1 January 1851 to the termination of
the Hamburg packet service in December 1853, it was possible to send letters in clo sed
mails to Swede n. The mail traveled by the Thames packet to Hamburg and then through
Denmark to Swede n at the rate of Is3d per '12 oz . Becau se the letters were in clo sed bags
through Germany and Denmark they show only United Kingdom and Swedi sh markings.
Rowe Prescott & Company, the forwarding agent in Lond on , elected to pay this rate and
send the letter by this rout e. London credited 5d to Sweden in red manuscript on the right
side of the lett er. Sin ce the letter was paid to its Swedish destination, no postage due was
nec essary. The Hel singb or g ci rc ular datestamp of 18 July 1852 shows entry into the
Swedish mail sys tem.

United States-France Mail Agreements
As previously described with the United Kingdom mails, postal fees were paid sepa­

rately in each country befor e the first United States-France postal convent ion of 1857.
Mail s bet ween the United States and Sweden by way of Fran ce are quit e uncommon at any
period and those sent under the postal convention of 1857 are quite scarce . It is not clear to
me why these covers are so difficult to find , but I have seen very few exa mples to study
and can only report a few exa mples here. The first two cove r exampl es will be letters sent
before the 1857 convention and the next two covers will be ones sent after the start of that
convention.

Figure 9 illu strates a 15 October 1842 folded letter from New York to Gefle, Sweden.
The New York sender did not take the lette r to the post office, as there is no datestamp of
the New York office on the letter. Instead, the letter was endorse d in the lower left corner,
"p Sull y/via Havre ," and was taken directl y to the ship's letter bag in New York. The letter
bag may have been located on the ship or in a convenient shore location such as a coffee
house , newspaper reading room or agent 's office. The notation on the letter indicated that
the letter was intended to be conveyed over seas on the Union Line sailing vesse l, Sully , a
447-ton vessel that regul arly sailed between New York and Havre . Sinc e the letter did not
enter the United States mail s, no intern al fees were paid. Sull y arrived in Havre on 14
November 1842, where the lett er received the red circular French entry marking OUTRE­
MER LE HAVRE. The letter was carried from Havre to Hamburg under the French­
Thurn & Taxis postal convention , where it was marked on the reverse with an eight-s ided
datestamp, T.T./HAMBURG, a markin g of the Thurn & Taxis Hamburg office. The com-
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Figure 8. 19 July 1852, New Orleans to London, readdressed by agent to Gefle, Sweden,
prepaid 24¢ treaty rate to U.K. New York credited 19¢ to U.K. London agent paid 1s3d for
closed mail rate to Sweden by Thames packet to Hamburg. London credited 5d to
Sweden.

Figure 9. 15 October 1842, New York to Gefle, Sweden, carried by sailing ship Sully to
Havre and then by French and Thurn & Taxis post through to Germany. Hamburg debited
Sweden 35 schillinge in red crayon for double rate transit fees from France. Postage due
in Sweden was 3 Riksdaler 16 sk.bco. 6 runstycken, marked in pen just above the ad­
dressee's name.
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bined Fre nch and Thurn & Taxis deb it to Hamburg for transit from Havre was 2x I7'12 or
35 schillinge, the amo unt for a quadru ple rate letter in France and doubl e rate in the Thurn
& Taxis sys tem. This was marked in red crayo n on the letter above the ship endorsement.
At Hamburg, the lett er was turned over to the Royal Swedish post office in Hamburg and
the debit was restated in the upper left corner of the letter. This was eq uivalent to 87'/2
sk.bco . The tran sit fee via Denm ark to Swe den was 32 sk .bco. per half lod or 64 sk.bco.
for this lett er weighing I lod . Another 9 sk.bco was added for tran sit from Helsingborg to
Gefle, for a total postage due of 160 '12 sk.bco ., or 3 Riksdaler 16 sk.bco . 6 runstycken ,
which was marked above the address in the top center of the letter face .

Th e second example of mail via Havre before the 1857 conventio n was carried
across the Atlanti c by steamship to France. Shown in Figure 10 is a 23 October 1852 letter
from New York to Stockholm. The letter was prepaid 20¢ for the American packet rate di­
rec tly to Fra nce. As we saw ea rlier in the paper, the indication of prepayment in New York
amo unted to a hastil y-marked pencil "20" in the center of the letter face, over wh ich the
boxed Aus Schweden marking later was applied." Thi s was the requ ired prepayment in
the United States to send the letter by Ame rican steamship to France. On 23 October 1852,
the New York & Havre Line steamship Franklin departed New York with mails for France.
A NEW.YORK AM PACKET circular datestamp in red shows the date the mails were for­
warded from New York on the steamer. En route to Southampton Franklin broke a shaft
and co mpleted the last 1,800 miles under canvas and the starboard paddl e whee l only, ar­
riving on 8 November 1852. The mails for Fra nce were conveyed by auxiliary steamer
from So uthampton to Havre on 9 November 1852, the date in the French entry markin g,
OUTRE-MER LE HAVRE. Aga in, the letter was conveyed through France to Hamburg,
arriv ing there on 12 November 1852. Circular datestamps of the Thurn & Taxis pos t office
of Hamburg, the Hamburg stadtpost and the Royal Swedish post office of Hamburg appear
on the reverse of the cover. The combined French and Thurn & Taxis transit fee of 17'12
schillinge for a doubl e rate letter in France and single rate in the Thurn & Taxis sys tem
(ro unded to 18 schillinge) was marked in red crayon on the letter face. This was the debit
to the Royal Swedis h pos t office and was restated in the uppe r left by that office in black
pen . Th is amo unt was equiva lent to 13'12 sgr., later marked in blue ink by the Prussians as
the sende r had se lec ted the transit route to Swe den to be via Prussia and Stra lsund to
Ystad . The routing dir ection s "v ia Stralsund &/Ystad" were penn ed on the letter, upper
right. Of the 5 sgr. transit fee from Stralsund to the destin ation in Sweden , only 1'/" sgr. be­
longed to Prussia, half the sea postage. Th is amount , unlike the exa mple show n in Figure
5, was added to the 13'12 sgr. for a total debit to the official addressee of 143

/ " sgr., marked
in the upper left in blue ink. Thi s is the only cove r seen where the Prussian part of the sea
postage was adde d. The 143

/ " sgr. was probably marked on the cover when the Ge neral
Post Offic e in Stoc kho lm debit ed the officia l receiver. As in Figures 4 and 5, the addressee
of th is letter was ent itled to free Swedish charges. Th e let ter ar rived at Ystad on IS
Nove mber 1852.

I have recorded informat ion on only two cove rs sent and none rece ived from Swe de n
under the United States-French postal convention of 1857, which becam e effec tive on I
April 1857 .'5 The first cover, a co lor photograph of the front is all that I have see n, is a
magnificent example of a doubl e rate lett er ('/" -'12 oz.) sent from New York in 1866 to
Gotebor g , S wed en. Thi s cover is illu strated in Fi gure II. The letter was pr ep aid
2x33¢=66¢ with a pair of 24¢ lilac, a pair and a single 5¢ brown, and a single 3¢ rose ad-

"Since this letter was addressed to Sweden and was not from Sweden, the use of the Au s
Schweden mark ing was incorrect.

"United States- France postal convention of 1857, U.S. 16 Statutes at Large 87 1-8 1; also pub­
lished in Report of the Postmaster General, 1857, pp. 1022-46.
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Figure 10. 23 October 1852, New York to Stockholm, prepaid 20¢ American packet rate
directly to France. Hamburg marked 18 schillinge for French and Thurn & Taxis transit
fees. Letter sent via Stralsund and Ystad route with Prussia debiting Sweden 143

/ . sgr.
No Swedish postage due marked as in Figures 4 and 5.

Figure 11. 27 June 1866, New York to Goteborg, Sweden, prepaid double 33¢ French mail
rate to Sweden with adhesives of 1861 issue. Apparently, New York did not mark 60¢
credit to France. Scarce French treaty rate cover.
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hesive of the 1861 issue. The letter was included in the mail s that departed New York 27
Jun e 1866 on the Cuna rd steamship Scotia and arrived at Queen stown on 5 July 1866. The
lett er reached Paris on 8 Jul y, where it received the French entry marking, ETATS-UNIS 3
SERV.BRIT.CALAIS 3. This marking confirmed transi t ac ross the Atlantic on a British
co ntrac t stea ms hip and French entry from England at Ca lais. Th e letter was marked P.O.
in a red box at Pari s. From the illustration , I ca n see no New York credit to France marked
on the cover; however, the correct credit to France would have been 2x30¢ =60¢ since the
United States was entitled to only 2x3¢ =6¢ on this letter.

Figure 12. 10 April 1858 , New York to Stockholm, prepaid 33<: French mail rate to
Sweden in cash. New York marked 24<: credit to France in red crayon, retaining 9<: fo r
t ransit on contract American steamer to U.K.

T he second cover se nt to Sw ed en und er the Unit ed States-France conve ntio n is
shown in Figure 12 . This letter originated in New York in Apri l 1858 and was addressed to
Stock holm. It was endo rsed "Str/City of Baltimore" in the lower left corner. The letter was
prepaid 33¢ , the sing le rate to Sweden by French mail. New York did not show the amount
prepaid, but did show in red cra yon the credit to France of 24¢ . This was the correct cred it
to Fra nce for conveyance across the Atlantic by American contrac t steamship to the United
Kingdom, a rou te by which the United States was allowed by the convention to retain 9¢.
On 10 April 1858, the Inman Line steamship. City of Baltimore, under contract to carry
American mail s, dep arted New York for Liverpool carrying also the French mail s. Because
these mail s were in closed bags through the United Kingdom and were not ope ned until
arrival in France, the letters show no United Kingdom markings. The red circular French
entry marking with oc tagonal shaped inner border tells us quit e a bit about the cover. Th e
inscript ion , ET.UNIS .SERV.AM.A.C. (Etats-Unis Ser vice Americain Ambulant Calais),
indi cates that the lett er was from the United States, was co nveye d by American packet
serv ice to Great Britain, and that French entry processing was on the rai lroad post office
fro m Ca lais to Par is. French entry mark ings always prov ide detailed information about
how a lett er entered the Fren ch mail sys tem . Th e French red boxed P.O. of Par is also
showed the letter was fully prepaid . The letter was conveye d to Sweden in a closed mail
bag and shows only the FRANCO marking appl ied in Swede n to indicate that the letter
was fully paid .
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United States-Bremen Mail Agreements
From June 1847 until January 1868, the United States had postal arrange ments with

Bremen." This permitted the direct conveyance of mails between New York and Bremen
via Bremerhaven. United States rate tables listed this route for mail to Sweden from the
star t; however, the route was not listed in Swe dish tabl es until 1852. Th e first United
States-Bremen postal arrangement established a 24¢ per '12 oz . interna tional fee between
New York and Bremen . Thi s was an American packet fee . Bremen steamships did not op­
era te on the route at this time. To this amount was added Uni ted States interna l fees of ei­
ther 5¢ or 10¢ dependin g on whether the distance to New York was less than or greate r
than 300 miles. Also added were the transit fees from Brem en to Sweden. On I Jul y 1851 ,
all internal rates in the United States were reduced. The intern ational fee between any lo­
cation in the United States and Bremen was reduced to 20¢ . Tran sit fees beyond Bremen
were also added to this amount. The transit fee listed in the United States for mail to
Sweden was 39¢ per '12 oz.; however, the public was advised to pay the rate to Bremen
only. In Sweden, publi shed rate tables said that this route was at the sender' s request only.
There were few voyages by this route to Bremen and , apparently, the Swedes did not con­
side red thi s a reli abl e co nnec tion. Under the Bremen po st al arrangement mail s for
Hamburg were to be sent directly there and show no Bremen arr ival or accounting mark­
ings. From the letters that I have seen I have concluded that mail to Sweden was also in­
clud ed in the Hamburg bag.

Figure 13 illustrates a cover from Phil adelphia on 3 March 1850 addres se d to
Stockholm and sent under the first Bremen arrange me nt. The lett er was prepaid 5¢ in
Philadelphi a for the United States interna l fee to New York, show n by the oc tago na l red
handstamp , PHIL A-/SCts./PAID. Whil e prepayment of only the American inland postage
to New York was not one of the options prescribed by the post office notices at the time,
the New York office acce pted these prepayments. New York struck the black 24 handstamp
to show the debit to Bremen of 24¢. Bremen restated this debi t as 24 gro te in red crayo n.
The letter was placed in the mail bags carried by the Ocean Line steamship Washington,
departing New York on 20 Marc h 1850 and arriving at Bremerhaven on 8 April 1850.
Upo n arrival in Hambu rg on 9 Apri l 1850, a 4 schill ing tran s it fee fro m Brem en to
Hamburg was added, making the tota l debit to the Royal Swedish post office 19 schilIinge ,
also marked in red crayon on the cover. The Royal Swedish post office rece ived the letter
the same day and restated the debit in the upper left co rner. Circul ar datestamps of the
Hamburg stadtpost, the Royal Swedish post office in Hamburg, and the Royal Dani sh post
office in Hamburg appear on the reverse of the cover. The deb it of 19 schilIinge was equiv­
alent to 47 112 sk.bco. To this amount was added the tran sit fee to Sweden via Denmark of
24 sk.bco . for a total postage due of 711/2 sk.bco. Thi s amount was marked in the upp er
left corner as I Riksdaler 23 sk.bco. 6 runstycken, marked " 1.23.6" in the upp er left cor­
ner.

In Figure 14, we see an example of the lowered international rate resulting from the
I July 1851 American postal reductions. This letter, endorsed "by the Bremen Steamer" in
the lower left and addressed to Stockholm, departed New York on 9 Janu ary 1852 in the
Bremen mails. During this winter, the Ocean Line steamers did not operate from New
York afte r the I November 1851 sailing until 3 1 January 1852. Co nsequently, the New
York postmaster made up special close d mails for Bremen, which he sent to England and

161847 United Sta tes posta l arrangement wit h Brem en, U.S., Congress , Senate, Senate
Executi ve Document 25, 30th Congress, 2d session, serial 53 1, pp.7- 19; Addi tiona l Articl es to the
1847 Posta l Arrangement with Bremen (1853), U.S. 16 Statutes at Large, 953-55. The later was also
published in Report of the Postmaster General. 1853, pp. 756 -58 .
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Figure 13. 3 March 1850, Philadelphia to Stockholm, prepaid 5¢ to New York, then sent
unpaid under first Bremen agreement. New York debited Bremen 24¢ and Bremen restat­
ed as 24 grote. Hamburg debited Sweden 19 schillinge. Postage due marked in upper left
corner was 1 Riksdaler 23 sk.bco. 6 runstycken.

Figure 14. 9 January 1852, New York to Stockholm, unpaid letter also sent under first
Bremen agreement. New York debited Bremen 20¢, which Bremen restated as 20 grote.
Hamburg debited Sweden 16 schillinge, equivalent to 40 sk.bco. Transit to Sweden
added 24 sk.bco. for postage due of 64 sk .bco or 1 Riksdaler 16 sk.bco. marked in upper
center. Letter in Bremen closed mail through England and Belgium to Bremen.
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then through Belgium to Bremen." Becau se these mail s were closed throu gh England and
Belgium , there were no United Kingdom or Belgian markings. Th is letter was placed on
the Colli ns Lin e stea mer Pacific, dep arting New York on 10 Januar y and arr iving at
Liverpool on 2 1 January 1852. The closed mails reac hed Bremen on 27 January 1852.
New York marked the black 20 hand stamp to show the debit to Bremen for the intern ation ­
al fee. Since this letter went to Bremen from New York via England and Belgium and not
directly to Hamburg, it shows Bremen acco unting. Bremen restated the debit as 20 grote in
red crayon. Thi s was equivalent to 9 sgr., to which 3 sgr. transit to Hamburg was added,
making a debit of 12 sgr. or 16 schillinge to the Royal Swedish post office. Thi s office re­
stated this amount in the upper left corner, an amount equivalent to 40 sk.bco. To this was
added 24 sk.bco. for tran sit from Hamburg via Denmark to Swede n, makin g the total
postage due 64 sk.bco . In Sweden, the postage due was equivalent to I Rik sdaler 16
sk.bco., which amount appears on the cove r as " 1.16."

Th e United States-Bremen postal arrangem ent a llowed letter s to be prep aid to
Bremen without the "foreign" postage for transit beyond Bremen bein g paid. When ju st
the international fee was paid , the New York exchange office was required to mark in
black, PAID PART. Figure 15 shows an example of this treatment. Originating in Wood s
Diggings, California on 25 Febru ary 1852, this folded letter was addressed to Wenersborg,
Sweden. Wood s Diggings was a small post office in Tuolumne County, in the northern
go ld fields of Cali fornia. The post office had no datestamp; therefore, the postmaster wro te
in manuscript in the Lipper left corner the name of his post office and the date he forwarded
the letter to New York , "Woods Diggings CallFeby25/5 2." In the upp er right he wrote that
26¢ had been paid with the notation "Paid 26." Thi s amount was the ope n mail rate to the
United Kingdom by American packet (across the Atlantic) from Cal iforni a. Alth ough the
20¢ Bremen rate was an allowed rate from anywhere in the United States , for reasons un­
known to me Cali forn ia postal officials did not tell the pub lic about the 20¢ rate until later.
The letter traveled by Paci fic Mail Stea mship Company steamer Nor therner, which depart­
ed San Francisco on 2 March and arrived at Panama Ci ty on 18 March 1852. It was con­
veyed acro ss the Isthmus and put on the United States Mail Steamship Company steamer
Crescent City, departin g Aspinwall on 2 1 March and ar riving at New York on 30 March
1852.18 Although prepaid 26¢, the New York exchange office decided to send the letter in
the Bremen mails, a 20¢ rate to Bremen. The letter was marked PAID PART in black to
show that only the fee to Bremen had been paid. The letter was included in the Bremen
closed mail dispatched from New York on board the Collins Line steamship Pacific on 3
April and reached Bremen via the United Kingdom on 19 April 1852. Back stamps show
arriva l at the Hamburg stadtpos t and the Ro yal Swedi sh and Dani sh post offi ces in
Hamburg on 20 April. The Hamburg stadtpost underlined the "Paid 26" and marked the

"The United Sta tes-U nited Kingdom convention of 1848 provided for closed mail transiting
the United Kingdom. Because the Ocean Line steamers did not ope rate month ly durin g the winter
months, the New York postmaster used this prov ision to send a closed mail to Bremen via England
and Belgium. Hubb ard & Winter, op. cit., in Appendix IV, provides a co mplete list ing of all the
Bremen closed mai ls dispatched from New York until the late winter of 1853 when New York
stopped sending these special mails. The mark ings on these covers are ide ntica l to those on letters
carried direc tly to Bremerhaven by the Ocean Line steamers. On ly by consulting this Appe ndix is it
possible to iden tify covers to Bremen actually included in closed mail bags through Eng land and
Belgium. Th is mail was calle d Bremen Closed Mail.

"Sailing data for the major steamship lines carryi ng mails to and fro m Ca lifornia via Panama
are contained in the appendices of Theron J. Wierenga, United States Incoming Steamship Mail,
1847-1875, Second Edition (Austin, Texas: U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., 2000).
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Figure 15. 25 February 1852, Woods Diggings, Ca. to Wenersborg, Sweden, prepaid 26C
open mail rate from California. New York marked letter " PAID PART" and sent it in the
Bremen closed mail, a 20C rate to Bremen. Hamburg debited Sweden 3 schillinge.
Postage due marked "Losen 33 sk.bco" at lower left.

.1

Figure 16. 22 January 1852, Dukedom, Ky. to Carlshamn, Sweden, prepaid 20C to Bremen
only. New York marked "PAID PART" and sent letter to Bremen, again in a closed mail
through England and Belgium. Hamburg debited Sweden 3 schillinge. Postage due
marked in red crayon, lower left, 44 sk.bco.
58 Chronicle 189 I Februa ry 200 I I Vol. 53. No."l



letter for 7 sgr. due, the transit fee from London, which would have been norma l for a let­
ter paid to England and sent in the ope n mail to Prussia. Realizing this was in error be­
cause the letter came from Bremen, this value was crossed through and 2 sgr. was marked
on the lett er for the tran sit fee from Brem en to Hambu rg. Th is was eq uiva le nt to 3
schillinge which was also marked in red crayon. The Royal Swedish post office restated
the 3 schillinge due Hamburg in the upper left under the manu script marking of the Woods
Diggings post office. This was equivalent to T'l: sk.bco ., rounded to 8 sk.bco. To this was
added the transit fee to Sweden of 24 sk.bco. for a total postage due of 32 sk.bco. The
Helsingborg post office received the letter on 22 April 1852 and marked alongside the ad­
dress "Losen 33sk.bco.," the postage due on this letter. I do not know why one sk.bco . was
added to the accumulated fees to make the postage due 33 sk.bco . Perhaps the Swe dish
postal clerk thought the "3" debit was in silbergrosc hen and considered this 9 sk.bco ., to
which he added 24 sk.bco . for a total of 33 sk.bco .

A seco nd exam ple of the part paid treatment is shown in Figure 16. Or iginatin g in
Dukedom, Kentucky on 22 January 1852, this folded letter was addressed to Carlshamn ,
Swe den, and was paid 20¢. Dukedom was a small post office that had no datestamp; there­
fore, the postmaster wrote in manuscrip t in the upper left corner the name of his post of­
fice and the date he forwarde d the letter to New York, "Dukedom Ky/Jan 22." In the upp er
right comer he wrote the amount prepaid, "Paid 20." This prepayment cove red all transit
expenses from Dukedom to Bremen; so, New York marked on the reverse the date the let­
ter arrived in New York, II February 1852, and struck the PAID PART handstamp on the
front. The letter was included in closed mail bags sent to Eng land on the Co llins Line
steamer Pacific departing New York on 2 1 February and arriving at Liverp ool on 3 Ma rch
1852. The closed mail arrived in Bremen on 8 March 1852. The tran sit debit to Hamburg
was marked as 2 sgr. in blue ink, equivalent to 3 schill inge. Hamburg marked the 3
schillinge debit to the Royal Swedish post office in Hamburg in red crayo n on the right
side of the letter face. Backstamps on the letter show arriva l at the Hamburg stadtpost and
at the Royal Swedish post office on 9 March 1852. The 3 schillinge debit was restated in
the upper left corner by the Royal Swed ish post office j ust under the Dukedom manu script
postmark . This was equivalent to 71

/ 2 sk.bco., which was rounded up to 8 sk.bco. To this
was added the transit fee from Hamburg via Denmark to Sweden of 36 sk.bco. ( I Ih x 24
sk.bco . for the letter weight of 3/._1 lod) The letter arrived at Helsingborg on 12 March
1852. The total postage due was marked in red crayon in the lower left corner, 44 sk .bco .
The numeral " I0" in the upper right corner is believed to be a letter list numb er and is not
a part of the rate calculation.

Additional articles to the United States-Bremen postal arrange ment of 1847 became
effective on 15 August 1853. These articles esta blished a new postal agreeme nt with
Bremen with significantly reduced rates and provisions for transport between New York
and Bremerhaven by steamships of both the United States and Bremen. The international
rate between any location in the United States and Bremen was either 10¢ or 15¢ per Ih oz.
For destinations in the German States that reduced their transit fee to Bremen to 5¢ or less,
the internati onal rate was 10¢. For those states that did not, as well as for all foreign desti­
nations, the international fee was 15¢. To the international fee was added the transit fee to
the Germ an State or the foreign destination . Under the addi tio nal articles of 1853 the
United States was entitled to 5¢ of the IO¢ or 15¢ intern ational fee when letters were car­
ried by Bremen packets. But when the steamer was an American one, only I¢ was credited
to Bremen and the United States kept 9¢ or 14¢ respect ively. When the German steamship
line, North German Lloyd, began operations in 1858, the United States portion was re­
duced to 3¢, which more closely matched the interna l fees in the Unit ed States . The inter­
national rate continued to be either 1O¢ or 15¢. As will be explained later in this paper,
once the Prussian mail convention went into effect in late 1852, most mail to and from
Sweden was sent under the Prussian convention and not under the Bremen convention.
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Although the ra tes were higher under the Prussian co nven tion, the service was much more
freq uent. For a list of the pub lished rates by the Bremen co nvention refe r to Table 1 at the
end of this paper.

While I have examined very few cove rs ca rried und er the 1853 Breme n co nvention, I
can show two examples here. Fig ure 17 illustrates a most unusual cover, wh ich originated
in Havana, Cuba in May 1862, and was addressed to Ge ne, Swede n. T he letter was carried
to New York on the Ame rican stea mship Roanoke, departing Havana on 17 May and arri v­
ing at New York on 23 M ay 1862. 19 Under the 1853 Brem en postal convention, there were
provisions for ma ils tran siting through the Uni ted Sta tes to and fro m locations beyond . For
this unp aid letter from Cuba, the United States was entit led to 5¢ tran sit postage for the
co nveyance from C uba plu s its intern al postage under the Brem en pos tal co nven tion, now
3¢. The New York exc hange office de bited Bremen 8¢ with a large black handstamp 8. A
circu lar datestarnp on the reverse of the letter, NEW.YO R K/da te/BREMEN PK. , show s
the date the letter Icft New York and that it was on a German steamship. On 24 May the
North Ge rman Lloyd stea ms hip Hansa de parted New York with Breme n ma ils and arrived
at Bremerhaven on 6 June 1862. The letter was sent to Hamburg, where it arr ived on 8
June 1862 and received the ova l datestamp of the Hamburg stadtpos t on the reverse . Th e
next day the lett er was turned over to the Royal Swedish post office and was marked on
the reve rse wit h the boxed HAMBURG.lK.S.P.A. (D) da tes tam p. Brem en marked 83

/ . sgr.
debit to Ham burg for all tran sit fees from Cuba . It appears that this was derived fro m 63

/ .

sgr., the normal transi t fee from New York to Bremen correspo nding to the 15¢ interna­
tion al fee plu s 2 sgr. for tra ns it fro m Cuba to New York." Since, in th is accounting 21

/ . sgr.
was equiva lent to 5¢ , the 20¢ equivalent for mail from Cuba to Breme n properly wo uld
have been 9 sg r. not 83

/ . sg r. To the 83
/ , sgr. amount, Ham burg added 2 sgr. Ge rman transit

fee and de bited the Royal Swedish post office 103
/ , sgr., which was restated in the upp er

left in blue ink. Th is was eq uivalent to 97 are, the Swedis h curre ncy having changed on I
Jul y 1858 fro m ski lling banco to ore ." The letter was sen t via Den mark to Stoc kho lm for
an additio na l 5 sgr. or 45 are transit fee . The postage due was marked in the upper left co r­
ner as a sma ll numerical notation , 142 are. An example of what seems to be a more co rrect
acco unting on a similar cover fro m Cu ba will be described later in the paper under the
Hamburg co nve ntion mails.

From Jul y 1857, fore ign rate tables publ ished in the United States showed no sepa­
rate Bremen rates , only co mbined Bre men and Hamburg rates. T his was because now a
new agreeme nt wit h Hamburg also had gone into effect and the rates were the same by ei­
ther agreeme nt. Th e basic ra te from the United States to Swede n by both the Bremen and
Ham burg mail s was 33¢ per 112 oz. until Februa ry 1867, when it was reduced to 2 1¢ per 112
oz. Th e eq uiva lent rate from Sweden started at 4 1 sk.bco., or 123 a re with the curre ncy
change in 1858. From Janu ary 1863 to the end of the co nvent ion in December 1867 , there
was a series of di ffe ren t rates from Sweden because of changes in the tra nsit fee s between
Swede n and Ham burg. Most of these changes, however, were not reflected in similar rate
changes in the United States. In Sweden , the prepaid rates were also differe nt fro m the un­
paid rates . A summary of all the different rates will appear at the end of the paper.

IW ew York Times , 24 May 1862.
2°In the inte rna tiona l accounting between the Ger man States and the United States S¢ repre ­

sented 2'/, sgr. and 6 1h sg r. rep resented the IS¢ rate (l Oe interna tional fee or 41h sgr. plus 2 sgr. tran­
sit within the Germa n Aus trian Postal Unio n); however, in the accounti ng be tween Prussia and
Swe den, the amount charged to Sweden for this same service was IS¢ = 6'/, sgr. plus 2 sgr. Prussian
= 83

/ , sgr.
21 1 sk.bco. co nverted to 3 ore. Since I sgr. had been eq uivalent to 3 sk.bco ., I sgr. now was

equivalent to 9 ore .
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Figure 17. May 1862, Havana, Cuba to Gefle, Sweden, sent unpaid via New York, where
8¢ debit to Bremen marked under 1853 Bremen convention. Letter carried by North
German Lloyd steamship to Bremerhaven. Hamburg debited Sweden 10'/. sgr., adding 2
sgr. German transit to Bremen debit of 8'/. sgr, for accumulated transit fees. Postage due
of 142 ore marked in pen upper left, 97 ore to Germany and 45 ore transit to Sweden.

Figure 18. 26 December 1866, Chicago to Torp Hafvero, Sweden, sent unpaid under
Bremen convention by North German Lloyd steamship. New York debited Bremen 3¢
and German debit to Sweden was 7 '/6sgr. Unpaid letter rate in Sweden from July 1866
reduced to 95 ore. Note on reverse of letter showed 98 ore postage due, 3 ore added for
postmaster's notification to addressee to pick up letter. Only recorded letter with 95 ore
unpaid rate.
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The lett er illustrated in Figure 18 provides some very fi ne postal history. It is an un­
pa id letter, which or iginated in Ch icago on 26 December 1866 and was addressed to Torp
Hafvero, Sweden . The letter was sent to New York for conveya nce to Bremerhaven in the
Bremen/H amburg mail s. New York showed a 3¢ debit to Bremen in the circular datestamp
of the exc hange office, 3/datelN.YORK BREM. P".. Th e letter dep arted New York on 29
Dece mber 1866 o n the North German Ll oyd ste ame r Deutschland and arri ved in
Bremerhaven on 12 January 1867. From 17 July 1866, a Swedi sh circular ann ounced that
unpai d letters to Sweden wo uld be charged 95 are, a reduc tion from the previous 115 a re
ra te . T h is re d uct io n was a resul t of an ag ree me nt be tween the United Sta tes and
Brem en/H amburg to redu ce the transit fee to Swede n and a number of Europ ean countries
on letter s from the United States from 8'/. sgr. to 4 '/2sgr, or from 15¢ to IO¢. The Prussia
to Sw eden transit fee s from I October 1865 by all routes was 4 '/2 sg r. for paid letters and 6
sg r. for unpaid lett ers. Th e split of the fees was different for the route via Denm ark than
that directly fro m Germa ny. On unpaid letters from Prussia via Denm ark to Swe den the
fees were 22h sgr. to Pru ssia, I 'h sgr. to Denmark and 2 sgr. to Sweden. Th e Pru ssian por­
tion was included in the 7 I/osgr. debit to Sweden marked on this letter. The total postage
due in Swe de n on this letter was 7 ' I"~ sgr. plus I 'h sgr. plus 2 sgr. or 10'/2 sgr. (equivalent to
95 a re , which was marked on the letter in blue crayon). The reverse of the letter shows cir­
cular dat estamps for Malm o (15 Janu ary 1876) and Torp (26 Janu ary 1867 ). Also on the
rever se is a manu script marking, showing that 98 a re postage was due for this letter. The
ex tra 3 a re was for a postmaster 's not ification fee that the addressee had a lett er to be
picked up. Thi s lett er , with the postmaster's notation on the reverse, is togeth er in the same
collec tion wit h the separate hand -written notificat ion form, whic h is qu ite a rare occ ur­
rence.

Figure 19 provides an example of a scarce prepaid letter sent in the Brem en mai ls to
Sweden. I ca n describe only that informat ion which app ears on the letter face since I have
not see n the reverse of the cover. Th is letter originated in Galesburg, Illinois on 18 October
1867 and was addressed to Nasum , Sweden . The letter was prepaid 2 1¢ with a block of
four of the 5¢ and a I¢ adhes ive of the 1861 issue. This paid a short-lived 2 1¢ rate to
Swede n by Bremen/H amburg mail, a rate which existed for only eleven mont hs. The letter
was se nt to New York where it was placed in the mails departing 24 October 1867 on the
No rth German Ll oyd steams hip Ne ll' York. Th e steame r arrived at Brem erh aven on 7
November 1876. New York applied a red handstamp 18 to credit 18¢ of the prepayment to
Brem en , retain ing only 3¢ , the United States porti on of the rate. Th e sma ll hand stamp
FRANCO appea rs to be a marking of the Hamburg offic e to show that the letter was fully
paid .

United States-Hamburg Mail Agreements
Examples of mail to and from Sweden carried directly to German y under the co ndi­

tions of the Hamburg postal convention are ju st as e lusive as those by the Bremen postal
arrangements. Th e postal co nventio n wi th Hamburg did not go into effect until I Jul y
1857. 22 Th e rates of posta ge under this convention were, as said before, identical to those
of the 185 3 postal ar rangement with Bremen. The co nvention was in effec t to the end of
1867. Th e basic rate from the United States to Sweden under this co nvention was 33¢ per
III oz. until Feb ruary 1867 when it was reduced to 2 1¢ per 'l: oz., j us t as with the Bremen
arran gement. The rates from Sweden were also as descri bed above for Brem en, starting at
4 1 sk.bco. or 123 are wi th the currency change. As with Bremen, from January 1863 to the
end of the co nvention in December 1867 there was a series of different rates from Sweden
because o f cha nge s in th e transit fees bet ween Sw eden and Ham burg. Most of these

22 United States-Hamburg postal convention of 1857, U.S. 16 Statutes at Large 958-60. This
convention also was published in Report of the Postmaster General, 1857, pp. 1047-50 .
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Figure 19. 18 October 1867, Galesburg, II. to Nasum, Sweden, prepaid short-lived 21¢
rate by Bremen mail with 1861 adhesives. New York credited 18¢ to Bremen.

~ t. J
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Figure 20. 15 November 1860, New York to Cimbrishamn, Sweden, sent unpaid under
Hamburg convention. New York debited Hamburg 5¢ and Hamburg debited Sweden 83

/ .

sgr., equivalent to 79 ore. Transit fee to Swedish destination of 45 ore added for postage
due of 124 ore or 1 Riksdaler 24 ore, written in lower left.
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changes , however, were not retlected in similar changes in the United States rate s. As with
Bremen, the prepaid rates in Sweden were also diffe rent from the unpaid rates . For a list of
the published rates by the Ha mburg conventio n refer to Tab le I at the end of th is paper.

Figure 20 illu st rates an unpaid cov er from New York on 15 November 1860 to
Cimbrisha mn, Swed en, tran sported in the Ha mburg mai ls. New York deb ited Ham burg 5¢,
the United States portion of the con vention rate in 1860, and placed the letter in the mai ls
bags carried out on the HAPAG steamship Hammonia on IS Novembe r 1860 .23 Th e letter
reach ed Hamburg on 30 Novemb er, where it rece ived an ova l datestam p of the Hamburg
stadtpost on the rever se . Th e letter was hand ed over to the Royal Swedish post office the
sa me day, indi cated by a boxed HAMB URG.lK.S.P.A.(D)/ da tes tamp on the rever se.
Hamburg struck the blue 8]/4 hand stamp to show the debit to the Royal Swe dish post office
of 8'/4sgr., 6'/4sgr. internati onal portion and 2 sgr. Ger ma n tran sit fee. Thi s was restated in
blue pen in the upper left by the Royal Swe dish post office and was equivalent to 79 ore.
To this was added the 45 ore transit fee from Hamburg to Sweden via Denmark resul ting
in a total postage due of 124 ore, written in the lower left corn er, I Riksdaler 24 ore. On
the reverse is a Ystad circular da testamp of 3 December 1860. Normally a letter sent via
Denmark wo uld not show a Ystad postmark since that marking usuall y indicated the direct
sea rout e from Stra lsund, Pr ussia . Th e last steamship for the season from Stra lsund to
Ystad left o n 30 Nov em ber and could not have carried this letter. Instead, the Ystad pos t­
mark on th is letter is an indica tion that the Royal Swe dish post office in Hamburg sent this
letter on a lett er bill to Ystad , which was clo se to Cimbrishamn.

Io
Figure 21. 24 May 1861, Stockholm to Cincinnati, Oh ., sent unpaid in Hamburg mail.
Hamburg marked "18/15" in blue crayon, upper left, to show 18c transit fee to Sweden
and 15c international rate unpaid. Denmark debited Prussia 4'12sgr. and Prussia debited
Hamburg 6' !>sgr. New York marked 33C postage due.

Figure 2 1 shows a co ver which traveled in the opposi te di rection , from Sweden to
the United States . Thi s letter originated in Stockholm on 24 May 1861 , and was addres sed
to Cinci nna ti, Ohi o. It was sent unpaid in the Hamburg mail s via Denm ark and LUbeck.

"The split of the 1D¢ inte rnational rate to Hamburg started as 5¢ to the United States and 5¢
to Hambu rg j ust as with the Bremen co nventio n. Unlike the Bremen conventio n, where the Uni ted
States portion was redu ced to 3¢ in 1858, under the Hamburg convention the reduction of the Uni ted
States porti o n to 3¢ did not occur unti l late in 1863. See Richard F. Winter, "Hamburg Treat y
Accounting Change," Chronicle No. 144 (November 1989), pp. 276-77.
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By this route Sweden was entitled to 2112 sgr. internal fee and Denmark received 2 sgr.
Denmark debited the total of 41

/ 2 sgr. to Prussia in red crayon alon gside the Stockholm cir­
cular datestamp (under the handstamp 33, which was later applied). Prussia added 2 sgr.
more for a debit to Hamburg of 6112 sgr., marked in blue crayon. Backstamps indicate that
the letter wen t through the Liibeck railway post office, the Prussian post office in Hamburg
and the Royal Swe dish post office in Hamburg on 27 May 1861. When the lett er was
processed at the Hamburg stadtpost on I June 1861 prior to go ing on board the steamer for
New York, it was marked in blue crayon, upper left, " 18/15" (under the New York ex­
change office datestamp). The dual number marking was a statement of the unpaid "for­
eign" postage written above the international postage, 18¢ over 15¢ in United States cur­
rency, for a total rate of 33¢. The letter was placed in the mail s carried from Hamburg on 2
June 1861 by the HAPAG steamer Bavaria and arrived at New York on 18 June 1861. A
docketing notat ion on the reverse shows the letter reached the addressee in Cincinnati two
days later. New York marked the postage due of 33¢, the Hamburg convention rate from
Swed en, with the black handstamp 33.

(to be conti nued)
F A K E!
I

A dreaded word to any collector or dealer who's
stuck with faked, fraudulent, forged, or otherwise

counterfeit U.S. related philatelic material

SOLUTION?
Donate your spurious philatelic material to

S.C.R.A.R
Stamp & Cover Repository & Analysis Program

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society
To arrange a potentially tax deductible donation, contact:

Michael J. Brown P.O. Box 300, Lightfoot, VA 23090
S.C.R.A.P. Administrator Telephone: (757) 565-4414
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society E-mail: Brown621@aol.com
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Schuyler J. Rumsey is proud to present:
The Bay Area Collection

(The Counties that lie in the Shadow of San Francisco)

Thi s important California collection will be sold in our Westpex Auction to

be held in San Francisco (April 27-29). To order a cata logue please call

our offices or send a request by email.

Schuvler
Rumsey
Philatelic
Auctions

1255 Post Street
San Francisco
California 94109
t: 4 15-35 1-2124
f: 4 15-35 1-2 127

Please visit our web site at:
www.rumseyauctions.com

email: srumsey@rumseyauctions.com
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THE COVER CORNER
RAYMOND W. CARLIN , Editor
ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE 187
The November Chronicle had ju st gone to press when a respo nse arrived from Route

Agent Co lin Tabeart in England abou t the 1857 Boston to Paris prob lem cover, Figure I .
His ana lysis corresponds wit h the answer publi shed. And he provides a new insight as fol­
lows:

Th e three-month period, I Ja nuary to Marc h 3 1, 1857, is the only time unt il 1870
(when the 1857 U.S.-French Treaty was abrogat ed) that British acc ountanc y markings
of the type IF60c seen on this cover can be found on U.S.-French mail.
(Editors' note: Th is demonstrates again the value of having multip le Route Agents

respondi ng to probl em covers - as above. Each one provides a different perspective, with
new informat ion being shared, as well as corroborating the ge neral solution to the problem
cove r. Responses from our ove rseas Route Agen ts are always welcome, but the informa ­
tion may be delayed because the Chronicle is sent via sea ma il. So metimes an e-mail re­
sponse helps.

Figure 1. March 25, 1857 Boston to Paris

Ro ut e Age nt #3 169 rep ort s tha t th e addre ss o n th e Fig ure 2 wra ppe r is to
Buck ingh am , Qu ebec, C[anada] Elast], a small city in Papin eau Cou nty, southwestern
Quebec. In the period the 2¢ Black Jack was in use, the postage for inter-country seco nd
class mail (defined in the Ac t of March 1863 for newspapers, periodi cals, etc.,) co uld only
be paid to the borde r with the rece iving co untry' s post age be ing paid o n de liver y.
Therefore, the 2¢ Black Jack paid the U.S. postage to the Canadian bord er, and the "2 cts"
in black manu script is the postage to be co llected in Ca nada .
NO ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE 188
The 1875 Postal Ca rd from New York to Germany in Figure 3 is a rea l puzz le. The

message on the reverse is dated 8 Marz 1875, two mon ths before the UPU. The added I¢
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Figure 2. Wrapper with 2C Black Jack

Figure 3.1875 Postal Card with "New York / DUE 10" CDS
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stamp to the I¢ value of the postal card equals the 2¢ fully prepaid rate effective from
1873 for postal cards carri ed in direct mail to Germany.' Below the stamps is a red CDS
"New York / MAR / II/DUE 10 / [illeg ible - but may be U.S. CU RRENCY]". Why was
the "DUE 10" CDS applied?

No responses have come in from our Route Agen ts. Perhaps it is a post office erro r.
Does anyo ne have a similar example? If nothing turns up, we shall have to ass ign it to the
unsolved mystery covers.

Figure 4. 1848 Cover from Manchester to Boston

The cover in Figure 4 received a red CDS "MANCHESTER / 1U 30 / 1" on the ob­
verse and a Liverpool "L / 1Y I / A" on the reverse. Addressed to Bosto n, U.S., there is no
rece iver mar king. What is the meaning of the three sets of numb ers: "4/-" and "B63" in
red on the left front, "72" in black at upper right, and all in manuscr ipt?

Again, no response fro m our Route Age nts. Everyone must consider this cover's
ana lysis to be too sim ple or is still recovering from the holiday season. We' ll carry it over
to the May Chronicle, expecting to hear from someone by then .
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
Figure 5A is the obverse of an envelope from England to Pennsylvania in 1845 with

the follow ing:
- Across the top - "Per Steamer" and "52" in black man uscript
- Manuscript "Paid" at upper right, and" 1/-" at left, both in pale red
- Black DC "BAT H / MR 3 / 1845" below "Paid"
- Black oval hand stamp "L / MR 4 / ?" on the reverse
- A note written inside the envelope - see Figure 5B
- Onl y marking on reverse - a black oval "L / MR 4?"

'Anthony S. Wawruki ewicz and Henry W. Beecher, U.S. International Postal Rates. 1872­
1996 (Portland, Oregon: CAMA Publishing Co., 1996), p. 70.
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Figure SA. 1845 stampless envelope England to Pennsylvania

Figure 58. Note written inside 1845 envelope
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Figure 6. 18605 cover from ?? to Cincinnat i via Detro it

Figure 7. A five-point "patent" cancel
72 Chronicle 189 / February 200 I / Vol. 53. No. 1



Apparently thi s co ver was rat ed as sing le in Eng land with on e shill ing paid.
However, it was rated in the U.S. as double with "52" [cent s] due. Was this cove r correctly
rated at both England and the U.S.? Why?

Th e well-worn cove r in Figure 6 is a front only submitte d by Rout e Agent Jim
Blandford. It is addressed to Cincinnati and has the follow ing markin gs:

- Originating black CDS "CORREIO ??? / 18 =5 /6/ BRE ?"
- A red boxed " Br, Service" at upper left
- An indeciph erabl e French transit CDS in red at lower right
- A black CDS "DETROIT, MICH / AUG / 8 / ? PKT"
- Blue numerals - a French style "54," and a "60 /83"
Th e questions are where and when did this cover originate, meanin g of the rate

markin gs, and clarification of the Detroit exchange office marking (AM or BR PKT)?
Route Age nt Jim Cate sent in Figure 7, a five-point star "patent" cancel that could be

a newly recognized item. While not a cover, it is certainly a part of postal history, and
therefore has been includ ed in the Cover Corn er.

Jim has two copies of this patent cancel, both on U.S. # 65. The cancel is an outline
of a five-point ed star with a line bisecting the angle between each pair of point s. The can­
ce l achieves its function by cutting into the stamp while also canceling it. Jim would like
to know the city of use and whether other copies have been recorded .

*******
Please send to The Cover Corner Editor your answers to the probl em cove rs for this

issue, and any further discussion of previous answe rs to other probl em covers, as soon as
possibl e, preferably within two weeks of receiving yo ur Chronicle. Th e "go to press"
deadl ine for the May 200 I Cover Corner is April 10, 200 I. I can receive mail at 9068
Fo ntai ne ble au Terrace , Cincinnati , Ohio, 4523 1-48 08, and via an e- ma il address :
RWCarlin @aol.com.

New examples of problem covers are needed for The Cover Corner. We have suc­
cess fully exper imented with copies of cove rs produ ced by high resoluti on copiers, either
in black and white or in co lor, instead of requi ring black and white photographs. Thi s
should make it easier to submit covers. Please send two co pies of each cove r, including the
reverse if it has significant markings. It is also important to identify the co lor of markin gs
on covers submitted in black and white. Thanks. D
Chro nicle 189 I Fe
WWW.BRADSHEFF.COM
Featuring 19th century

U.S. POSTAL HISTOR Y ON- LINE

Browse through my on-line catalogs with all items

photographed

Want list register form to list the areas you are looking for

Photocopies also available by regul ar mail

Brad Sheff
P.O. Box 246, Northfield, VT 05663

Brad@bradsheff.com
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Sell in Haste .
Repent in Leisure!

Fast, Confidential

LOANS
On

United States and Worldwide Stamps,

Covers and Postal History

LOANS NORMALLY PROCESSED IN 48 HOURS

SEND OR CALL FOR OUR BROCHURE

Edelman's Loan Office
301 York Road Jenkintown, PA 19046

(215) 572-6480 Fax: (215) 572-6482

E-mail: Edelmanscoins.com

Jon D. Edelman, President

Established 1926

Licensed & Bonded by the
Banking Dept. of Pennsylvania
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CLASSIFIED
WANTED: Carriage, wagon, harness, livery
stable, blacksmith, all horse goods - adver­
t ising covers, trade cards , post cards, letter­
heads, catalogs, nameplates, medals, to­
kens, etc . All types of paper, celluloid or
meta l advertising it ems. Myron Huffman,
12409 Wayne Trace , Hoagland, IN 46745,
219-639-3290 . E-m ail: myron.huffman @
nav-international .com

WANTED: Leic a or Hasselblad camera out­
fit. Virgil Frederiksen, 1-702-293-7800. P.O.
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LOCAL ENTHUSIASTS (unknown to us):
Apply for free January mail auction catalog
(50+ lots) to STAMPS from OVERSEAS, 35
Church Hill, Winchmore Hill, London N21
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YOUR AD HERE FOR 50~ A LINE
Send payment to: Richard M . Wrona, P.O.
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Deadl in e: April 5, 2001.
"One of the truly great philatelic websites on the Internet!"

~.
GOLD WITH SPECIAL PRIZE Be FELICITATIONS
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. National Philatelic www.essayproof.net

. Website Competition Visit us often I
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Your Confidence is our
Guiding Value!

At Ivy & Mader,
we take pride in our

integrity, reliability, and personal service.

But
all the principals can be summed up in one:
your confidence that we are the right choice

to handle the sale ofyour collection.

All ofour efforts are directed
toward assuring you that your valuable

stamps and covers are in the best of hands!

Call or write Walter Mader or Rex Bishop
to inquire furth er how

Ivy & Mader Philatelic Auctions, Inc.
can assist you in the sale or the building of your collection.

Past or current catalogs available free ofcharge to
Classics Society Members

1-800-782-6771

Philatelic Aw..ti(J11..S, lru».

775 Passiac Avenue

West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006

973-88 2-0887

Fax: 973 -852 -5422

e-mail: wmader @ivymader.com

rbisho p@ivymader.com
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Important news for the specialist in U.S.
19th Century Classics and Philatelic Literature...

WE'RE YOUR KEY RESOURCE
ON THE INTERNET...

We're Internet-driven, but
with the kind of personal

touch you've come
to expect from us.

Visit our website regularly to
view and purchase from our

large stock of 19th century
stamps, fancy cancels, postal
history, essays & proofs, and

philatelic literature.

JAMES E. LEE1S

Philatelv
ONTHE-WEB

GETOORLATtST
CATALOG or
PHILATWC
UTERATtJRE W affle Lit.ntun
ODe of.Amaica'l lqtsr u.s.[nau,Pr..r.
c-.&op ofpbUIdc luntwe h f1a1 Hirt!!T
£!!!l!!m lo crdttrow CCfJ lJdtC!!!t!IrJ Sf!!!! '
0aIJ S5wbehmcWtsow FilleyCancm
c~oa aood rOf " ofJ'OW f.nt UKellliySlwwl
p..d... .

www.jameslee.com

E-Mail: philately2@earthlink.net
Website: www.jameslee.com

Get our newest philatelic literature
catalog #281 Only $5 refundable

with purchase. Call, write, fax or e­
mail us today1Attn: Dept CL.

A visit to our Internet website
is much more than just "click" and "buy".

Unlike many websites, ours has become a major resource for the collector ofAmerica's
classic philately and literature. For not only does our site offer countless examples of out­
standing philatelic material and literature, you'll also find important information, articles
and resources (including our quarterly newsletter-both the current issue and back issues).

For the astute philatelist, the Internet
is no longer the "wave ofthe future." It
is now one of the chief engines for the
dissemination of philatelic knowledge
and commerce. "Bookmark" our site
and visit us often!
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