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U.S. CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS

GORDON STIMMELL, Editor

WHAT IS A “DROP LETTER” AND A “DROP DEAD LETTER"?
VERNON R. MORRIS JR., M.D.
(continued from Chronicle 199:180)

Act of May 8, 1794

A 1¢ emolument was due the postmaster to hold a letter. An emolument is defined
as “profit arising from office or employment; compensation for services” similar to a tip,
reward, or commission.” (Figure 11)

Carriers served the local post office. Carrier delivery was 2¢. Section 28 reads:

And be it further enacted that letter carriers shall be employed at such Post Offices, as

the Postmaster General shall direct, for the delivery of letters in the places respectively

where such Post Offices are established; and for the delivery of each such letter, the

letter carrier may receive of the person to whom the delivery is made two cents;

PROVIDED, that no letter shall be delivered to such letter carrier for distribution,

addressed to any person who shall have lodged at the Post Office a written request

that their letters shall be retained in the office.”

Figure 11. This manuscript “1” rated folded letter was dropped at the Albany Post Office.
The manuscript “per Steam Boat, June 17, 1800” records this letter as the third earliest
steamboat letter to Albany. Courtesy Calvet Hahn.

®Webster’s Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language (New York:
Portland House, 1997).

*Hahn, “The Early Development of Carrier Service,” p. 10.
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In 1753, Ben Franklin established a penny post in Philadelphia.” Intracity delivery
service existed in London by 1680, Massachusetts by 1689,* and New York by 1692.%%

Effective June 1, 1794 this law re-enacted the nine intercity zone rates of the Act of
February 20, 1792.

Act of March 2, 1799

The 1¢ emolument remained in effect. Section 27 elaborated upon “drop”
emolument versus carrier delivery fees:

... letter carriers shall be employed at such post offices as the Postmaster General shall

direct, for the delivery of letters in the places respectively where such post-offices are

established; and for the delivery of each such letter, the letter carrier may receive of the

person to whom the delivery is made, two cents; Provided that no letter shall be

delivered to such letter carrier for distribution, addressed to any person who shall have

lodged at the post-office a written request that his letters be detained in the office. And

for every letter lodged at any post-office, not to be carried by post, but to be

delivered at the place where it is so lodged, the postmaster shall receive one cent of

the person to whom it shall be delivered.*

(See Figure 12) The intercity zones distances were reduced to six.

BRI s ki 3 %

Figure 12. A folded letter sheet internally docketed Sept 6 1802 and transported outside
the mails from “Rockwell near Germantown,” which is in Philadelphia County. Unrated
and addressed to the Old City of Philadelphia, magenta circular “PHI / 6 / SE”
datestamp, Clarke Type 50a, indicates that it was “dropped” at the main post office in
Philadelphia for the recipient to pick up.

*John F. Watson, Annals of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania in the Olden Times, Vol. 2
(Philadelphia, Pa.: E.S. Stuart, 1891), p. 392.

“Hahn, “The Early Development of Carrier Service,” p. 16.

2Calvet M. Hahn, “Letter Carrier Service In New York,” Chronicle, Vol. 25, No. 4 (Whole
No. 80)(November 1973), p. 246.

“Steven M. Roth, “The War Against the Private Expresses: An Examination of the Post
Office’s Monopoly Power,” Chronicle, Vol. 46, No. 1 (Whole No. 161)(February 1994), p. 17.

*Steven M. Roth, “The Writing Says: ‘2¢.” Why?”, The Penny Post, Vol. 4. No. 4 (October
1994), p. 23.

248 Chronicle 200 / November 2003 / Vol. 55, No. 4




} ; _:-"__’, o ﬂ

3 Feita 3 S s - X . i i

o : . ; : é’ o » ; g

H 1313 ' b it "‘"//" A’Aﬁ' L :

! Unp$in: Dvsn Letsar Tidr o4 15 * ; ~“'Z{ ¥
duyr =y Vier n‘ 12 Nate Jevriad W .

‘ a¥rd Ritem Pratgiannrn L oonme! ab Opney L T ‘

Figure 13. Internally docketed August 26, 1815, transported outside the mails from
Pittsburgh to Albany, this cover was dropped at the Albany Post Office for pick up by the
recipient Mcintyre who was charged 1'/z¢. Courtesy Calvet Hahn.

Act of December 23, 1814

All postal rates were increased 50% for the fourteen months between February 1,
1815 and March 30, 1816 to finance the War of 1812. The “drop” emolument was not
specifically increased since it was not a rate. Emoluments went to the postmaster, and
certainly would not benefit the war effort. Nevertheless, at least nine covers from this
period are recorded bearing a manuscript “1'/~2.* (Figure 13) Since the postmaster also
received a percentage commission of overall revenue, he did in fact benefit from the
increased War Rate.”

Act of March 3, 1825

The local “drop” emolument remained 1¢. Effective July 1, Section 36 reiterated that
“for every letter lodged in any post office, not to be carried by post, but to be delivered at
the place it is so lodged, the postmaster shall receive one cent of the person to whom it
shall be delivered.”” The term “Letter Box Letters” was introduced in 1832 for letters
“not for transmission.”** The Philadelphia Post Office generally applied either a cds or rate
marking on “drop” letters, but usually not both.”

In 1823, seven letter carriers worked in Philadelphia® and an equal number in New
York*' as part of their respective post offices rather than as part of a comprehensive federal
system. Whereas New York had established many carrier collection boxes throughout the
city by 1833, Philadelphia had none until circa 1851.*

“Hahn, “Origin of the Drop Letter Charge,” p. 362.

“Ibid. :

“Roth, “The War Against the Private Expresses,” p. 21.

*Hahn, “Origin of the Drop Letter Charge,” p. 286.

“Hahn, “The Early Development of Carrier Service,” p. 24.

“Elliot Perry, “The Carrier Stamps of the United States: Philadelphia,” Chronicle, Vol. 34,
No. 3 (Whole No. 115)(August 1982), p. 173.

“'Hahn, “The Early Development of Carrier Service,” p. 16.

“1bid., p. 24.

“Perry, p. 177.
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Act of July 2, 1836, For the Reorganization of the Post Office

The 1¢ “drop” emolument remained a perquisite of the Postmaster.

The Postmaster General was analogous to a present day general manager of a federal
carrier system which allowed the postmasters to micromanage their own post office,
including the hiring and firing of carriers. Whereas prior acts of Congress stipulated
carrier delivery at 2¢, this “Reorganization of the Post Office” law in Section 41 modified
the language into “not to exceed 2¢.”* Section VIII of the Postal Regulations which
implemented this law on October 4, 1836 allowed the Postmaster to “direct” the carrier
fees,” hence, the beginning of the “Discretionary Period,” which lasted until 1860. The full
utility of this power, however, wasn’t exercised until 1849.

This was the first law to specify carrier collection. It required the collection fee “to
the Mails” be paid by the sender, but the delivery fee “from the Mails” could be paid by
the addressee.* City mail (collection and delivery within the same city) also appears to
have started, at least in New York. Furthermore, in 1836 New York established a branch
post office and carrier collection boxes in the upper part of the city.”

However, a subtle conflict of interests was developing in the few burgeoning large
cities. The Postmaster was receiving emoluments from “drop” letters and (locked) rental
boxes for letters not delivered. These disincentives were at odds with the development of a
large and efficient corps of carriers who were paid fo deliver letters.

Act of May 18, 1842

The “drop” emolument remained 1¢. This law concerned Postmaster accountability
and possible excessive income from local services. For the first time it also mentioned
branch post offices:*

It shall be the duty of postmasters at New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore and

New Orleans, and the other several cities of the Union, each and every year hereafter, to

render a quarter-yearly account to the Postmaster General under oath, In such form as

then latter shall prescribe, for the purpose of giving full effects to this proviso, of all

emoluments or sums by them respectively received for boxes, or pigeon-holes, or

other receptacles for letters or papers, and by them charged for to Individuals; or

for the delivery of letters or papers at or from any place in either of said cities, other than

the actual post office of such city; and of emoluments, receipts and profits, that have

come to their hands by reason of keeping branch post offices in either of said cities.

Emoluments were funds collected on site for miscellaneous services such as the
rental of locked boxes and drop letter charges. Emoluments had not been previously
reported to Washington, and could contribute significantly to the local postmaster’s
compensation.

By 1844, the New York Post Office housed 3,228 rental boxes.” As mentioned
earlier, the base income of several postmasters was $2,000 before perquisites. Postmasters
of the few largest cities had been earning more than the Vice President of the United
States, whose salary until 1873 was $5,000 a year. This law limited a Postmaster’s total
income to $5,000 per year.”

Act of March 3, 1845

A Federal “drop rate” was established. The postmaster no longer received an

emolument and the funds went to the United States Treasury. This law first coined the

“Steven M. Roth, “The Reform of the Penny Post in 1836, Chronicle, Vol. 45, No. 3 (Whole
No. 159)(August 1993), pp. 161-167.

“Ibid., p. 166.

“Perry, p. 227.

“Hahn, “The Early Development of Carrier Service,” pp. 19-20.

“Ibid., p. 21.

“Ibid., p. 9.

*Ibid., p. 23.

250 Chronicle 200 / November 2003 / Vol. 55, No. 4



ST SRR —

Figure 14. Red Philadelphia cds on a December 18, 1843 letter originating from and
addressed to the old city of Philadelphia. Courtesy Norman Shachat.
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Figure 15. An unusual example of a prepaid drop letter. Blue Philadelphia numeral 2 in
double circle handstamp, blue Philadelphia PAID in octagon handstamp, blue Clarke type
59a Philadelphia Dec 12 cds on an 1845 large envelope written to an attorney in
Philadelphia, but no street address.
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term ‘“‘drop letter.” The rate was boldly doubled to 2¢ (Figure 15)! Effective July 1,
Section 1 clarified that “all drop letters, or letters placed in any post office, not for
transmission by mail, but for delivery only, shall be charged with postage at the rate of
two cents each.” Sympathy for postmasters was not in vogue and Congress was anxious
about the large intercity rate reductions.

2¢ in the 1840s was not an insignificant amount of money. By definition the drop
“rate” goes to Washington. The liberal interpretation of a “drop letter,” however, also
involved the service of a carrier, whose 2¢ “fee” would remain locally in the carrier
department. A letter dropped off at a post office in a city with a carrier department such as
Philadelphia would be held there to be picked up for 2¢. If not called for within the
prescribed time, would the carrier be willing to deliver the letter, similar to his instructions
for delivering incoming letters “From the Mails?”” Of course he would similarly want to be
paid his 2¢ “fee” as well. For delivery to a street address, either business or home, 4¢ for
the combined “rate” and ‘“‘fee”” was objectionable.” The recipient was more likely to
refuse acceptance and the carrier’s labor bear no fruit. Clearly, in the late 1840s a “drop
letter” did not include carrier delivery service.

Drop service was expensive and understandably avoided at this time, especially if the
house or business address was known and direct delivery provided by local post or even
via city mail directly by carrier. Exceedingly few examples remain which are government
marked with both the 2¢ “rate” and 2¢ “fee.” Private posts were likewise affected but
probably to a lesser degree (Figure 16).

Intercity postage was significantly reduced, responding to competitive pressure of
the newly defunct independent mails. Rates had been determined by distance and the five
zones were reduced to two, 5¢ under 300 miles and 10¢ over.”* A single rate was no longer
determined by the number of sheets but by '/> ounce increments.

Reorganization of 1849

The high 2¢ “drop rate” was retained throughout the land. Figure 17 illustrates a
local folded letter sheet canceled with a numeral “2” due from the recipient. At this time
2¢ was the “drop rate” and not consistent with the carrier “fee” for delivery to the business
address.

The Postmaster General, however, was aware that in the large cities the letter carriers
were losing to the private posts. In order to improve market share of local mail in large
cities he needed to circumvent the high “drop rate,” resulting in the provision that “All
letters delivered to the carriers . . . addressed to persons in the City or Districts . . . are
delivered by said carriers to the persons addressed at One Cent each, without being taken
to the Post Office, or made subject to the drop letter rate.” Carrier collection and
delivery of local “city mail” in the large cities was sequestered away from the general
window of the Post Office. The high 2¢ “drop rate” was retained at the many thousands of
smaller post offices throughout the country, but not in the few large cities. Secondly, the
Postmaster General exercised his discretionary power to alter carrier fees as he deemed
necessary. Effective February 19, 1849 all carrier fees were ordered reduced by 50% in
Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and Baltimore.™

Carrier Department prepayment adhesives (see Figure 17) were issued in nine cities,
which greatly increased the facility of collection boxes for outbound mail. New York was

*'Elliot Perry, “U.S. Letter Carrier Stamps of Philadelphia Under the Fee System 1849 to
1863,” National Philatelic Museum, Vol. VI, No. 4 (1954), p. 489.

“Phillips, p. xviii.

*Roth, “A 5¢ 1847 Letter Revisited,” p. 27.

*Perry, p. 176.
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Figure 16. An out of town man on a business trip used a private post to deliver and
“drop” this letter at the post office, 5¢ collect due from the recipient. This folded letter
sheet is internally docketed “Philadelphia April 9, 1848”; red Eagle City Post circular
handstamp with matching red numeral “3”; blue Philadelphia cds with “attached 2",
Clarke type 59b, handstamp, addressed to an individual, without street address, in
Philadelphia. The letter contents are telling. The sender was from New York and was

very briefly in Philadelphia on business. He declares “your store have been closed and |
did not now where to finde you.”

Figure 17. Philadelphia Carrier Department typeset adhesive prepaying collection service
to the Philadelphia Post Office, canceled by a blue numeral “2” in double line circle.
Inside datelined November 26, 1849 the letter was to be held for pick up, and charged 2¢
collect in cash or charged to an account. Total cost was 3¢.
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Figure 18. 1859 photograph showing a street collection box at the northwest corner of
9th and Chestnut Streets in Philadelphia. From OId Philadelphia in Early Photographs
1839-1914, by Robert Looney, p. 135.

already stationed with 112 boxes by 1842, which were used for city mail. Outbound mail
could be sent collect, whereas the cost for carrier collection service “To the Mails” could
not be passed on to the recipient of another city.
Act of March 3, 1851
Effective July 1, Section 1 reduced the ‘“‘drop rate” to 1¢ (see Figure 9). Section 10
empowered the Postmaster General to:
establish post routes within the cities or towns, to provide for conveying letters to the
post office, by establishing suitable and convenient places of deposit, and by
employing carriers to receive and deposit them in the post office; and at such offices it
shall be in his power to cause letters to be delivered by suitable carriers, to be
appointed by him for that purpose, for which NOT EXCEEDING one or two ¢ shall be
charged, to be paid by the person receiving or sending the same; and all sums so
received shall be paid into the Post Office Department; provided, the amount of
compensation allowed by the Postmaster General to carriers shall in no case exceed
the amount paid into the Treasury by each town or city, under the provisions of this
section.

Calvet M. Hahn, “Letter Carrier Service in New York,” Chronicle, Vol. 26, No. 4 (Whole
No. 84)(November 1974), p. 244.
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Government collection boxes were recently established at convenient locations
throughout Philadelphia.* (Figure 18) Since the carrier had to be paid for outbound letters,
prepaid carrier department adhesives obviated the need to personally travel to the post
office or locate the carrier on his route or at his home.

This Act included another wave of intercity rate reductions. One-half ounce up to
3,000 miles was only 3¢ prepaid or 5¢ collect. A prepaid letter sent from Philadelphia to
New Orleans, for instance, was reduced from 10¢ to 3¢.

Act of March 3, 1855

The “drop rate” remained 1¢ (Figure 19).

Effective April 1, 1856, Section 1 required all intercity mail be prepaid, 3¢ up to
3,000 miles. Drop mail, however, was not included in compulsory prepayment. Charge
accounts, which comprised only 1% of all mid-century letters,”” came to an end.

Figure 19. Blood’s entire delivered in 1856, canceled by a Philadelphia December 26 cds,
to the Philadelphia Post Office where it was held for the addressee who was charged 1
cent, designated by the numeral “1” in double octagon. Courtesy John Bowman.

Reorganization of 1857

The “drop rate” remained 1¢. Prepayment of “drop” letters was optional according to
Section 77 of the Postal Regulations of 1857.

City mail in Philadelphia during the 1850s was dominated by Blood’s Penny Post,
despite a concerted effort by the local and federal government to compete. Philadelphia
Postmaster Westcott established a Sub Post system effective December 1, 1857. In
addition to the main Post Office, four districts each with a Sub Post Office were
established; three of these branch offices extended into districts adjacent to the old city.

In the late 1850s the “drop” situation became more complex. A letter could be
dropped at a Sub Post Office for delivery in the main post office in the old city. Also, a
letter could be dropped into a district collection letter box. The Philadelphia Postmaster’s

*Perry, p. 177.

“Calvet M. Hahn, “Uncle Sam’s Charge Account Postal System,” S.P.A. Journal, July 1978,
p. 729.

*Evans, p. 203.
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Figure 20. 1857 1¢ general issue adhesive canceled by U.S.P.O. Despatch handstamp on
a cover addressed to “Box 318 P.O. / Philadelphia.”

e
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Figure 21. December 27 envelope delivered by Blood’s Penny Post to the Philadelphia
Post Office and Box 1126.
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official notice stated “No charge will be made for carrying letters to the Post-office.
Letters for city Delivery, Two cents each (One Cent Postage—One Cent for Carrier).”
(“Postage™ meant federal.) Free carrier collection throughout this network for outbound
“To the Mails” was quite remarkable and reflects the government’s determination to
compete with Blood’s Penny Post. City mail, however, wasn’t cheap. Although the carrier
received only 1¢, Washington received equal remuneration, for intracity handling. During
the prior 12 years, the only revenue Washington received for intracity mail was the “drop”
service. Examples of letters “dropped™ at the main Post Office by carrier (Figure 20) or
Blood’s Penny Post (Figure 21) confirm the 1¢ “drop” rate was still very much alive.

Figure 22. 1871 photograph showing a gas street lamp collection box at 2nd and Walnut
Streets in Philadelphia. From Old Philadelphia Photographs in Early Photographs 1839-
1914, by Robert Looney, p. 144.

“Elliot Perry, “The Carrier Stamps of the United States: Philadelphia,” Chronicle, Vol. 34,
No. 4 (Whole No. 116)(November 1982), p. 241.
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Act of June 15, 1860

The “drop rate” remained 1¢. Effective July 1, 1860, Section 233 authorized rental
boxes in branch offices with revenues directed to the carriers fund.®

Section 2 removed the Postmaster General’s discretionary power to determine and
arbitrarily manipulate the carrier fees city by city. All carrier services were l¢ and not
additive. Section 2 reads: “That on all drop letters delivered within the limits of any city or
town by carriers, under the authority of the Post office Department, one cent each shall be
charged for the receipt and delivery of said letters, and no more.”

Lamp-post letter collection boxes (Figure 22), which were patented in 1858,°"> made
it more convenient to drop a letter.

Act of February 2, 1861

The *“drop rate” remained 1¢. Effective February 27, Section 14 finally required
prepayment of all drop letters: “And all drop letters shall be prepaid by postage
stamps.”® If not prepaid, a double charge was possible (Figure 23).

Figure 23. An 1864 “DROP LETTER” in federally occupied New Orleans franked with an
overpaid 3¢ demonetized government issue adhesive. The correct prepaid rate was 2¢.
The handstamped marking “DUE / 4” indicates a double charge. Courtesy Scott Trepel.

Act of March 3, 1863
Effective July 1, 1863, the “drop rate” was doubled again, to 2¢ per '/: ounce:
And be it further enacted, That the rate of postage on all letters not transmitted through
the mails of the United States, but delivered through the post office or its carriers,
commonly described as local or drop letters, and not exceeding one-half ounce in
weight, shall be uniform at two ¢, and an additional rate for each half ounce, or fraction

“Henry A. Meyer, “Good-by, Penny Post,” S.P.A. Journal, September 1963, p. 17.

“Evans, p. 176.

“Robert J. Stets, “Penny Posts in the U.S. Before 1809,” The Penny Post, Vol. 3, No. 3 (July
1993), p. 9.

“Evans, p. 203.

258 Chronicle 200 / November 2003 / Vol. 55, No. 4



FROM THE
NATIONAL BANK
s
GERMANTOWIN,
PHILADELPHIA,

National Bank,
Philadelphia,

Figure 24. 1863 2¢ government general issue adhesive prepayment of a local or drop
letter. Dropped at Philadelphia Station G in Germantown, this letter was more likely
than not held at the main Philadelphia Post Office to be picked up. Even if delivered to
the Penn National Bank, at this time the term “drop letter” applied.

Figure 25. A double rate, 4¢, drop letter for up to 1 ounce. This vertical pair of 2¢ general
issues was tied to a locally addressed New York City envelope by a blue geometric box
cancel, with April 26, 1867 docket at left. Courtesy Matthew Bennett Inc. from sale 244,
March 23, 2002, lot 189.
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thereof, of additional weight, to be in all cases prepaid by postage stamps affixed to the

envelope of such letter: but no extra postage or carrier’s fee shall hereafter be charged

or collected upon letters delivered by carriers, nor upon letters collected by them for

mailing or delivery.
A ““drop letter”” became synonymous with city or local mail (see Figure 24). For the first
time, weight applied to drop or local mail. Double charges were possible (Figure 25).

The first 2¢ government general issue, the “Black Jack,” was printed. Effective July
1, 1863, Section 23 terminated the carrier “fee” system. Carriers became employees on a
fixed salary. Only 49 cities maintained a Carrier Department. 137 carriers served New
York, 119 served Philadelphia and 192 served the remaining 47 cities.

For the first time in this country, intercity mail was a uniform rate (3¢) regardless of
distance.

Act of March 3, 1865
Effective May 1, 1865, Section 15, reduced the “drop rate” back to 1¢ per '/> ounce
in towns that had no carrier service. This of course did not pertain to Philadelphia or New
York (Figure 26). Small towns had objected strenuously to such a high rate for merely
holding a letter.*

Figure 26. Following the Civil War, the local or drop rate reduction did not apply to cities
with a carrier department. The Philadelphia cds is Clarke type 107d used after November
19, 1867.

The “Drop Dead Letter”

In the philatelic world, a “drop dead letter” is not one received from a worst enemy,
an ex-spouse or the IRS. Nor would it have been sent by the uni-bomber or an anthrax
terrorist. Those are more correctly termed “drop dead” letters.

During the recent Sarasota 50th Anniversary Show, Bob Odenweller told a story
about the late Herbert J. Bloch. Mr. Bloch knew all about “drop” letters and the dead letter
office. But he was always searching for a “drop letter”” that went to the Dead Letter
Office, a concept that appealed to his wry sense of humor. Figures 27, 28 and 29 are

“Ibid., p. 203.

260 Chronicle 200 / November 2003 / Vol. 55, No. 4



Figure 27. This February 7, 1867 letter was six months too early for the “drop” rate to
apply for Torrisdale, in Northeast Philadelphia. Being underpaid, it was held two days
before visiting the Dead Letter Office, so marked on the reverse.

candidate examples from the 1860s when the wider interpretation of a “drop letter” was
appropriate.

The first candidate, the February 7, 1867 letter shown at Figure 27, was dropped in
Philadelphia at Station A in the old city. The 2¢ general issue adhesive for local “drop”
delivery received a duplex Station A cancel. However, it was addressed to “Mr. Mayland
/Torrisdale / up the river.” Torrisdale was located in the extreme northeast portion of
Philadelphia County in the vicinity of the confluence of the Poquessing Creek and the
Delaware River. Torrisdale had its own post office for the five years from August 25, 1862
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to August 19, 1867, toward the end of “postal consolidation” in Philadelphia. Six months
following this letter, the post office became Philadelphia’s Station N.** At about that time
the community was also renamed Torresdale. At time of mailing in February 1867,
however, the intercity rate of 3¢ applied. The “HELD FOR POSTAGE” in lozenge
handstamp indicates that another cent was due. Only two days later the reverse was
handstamped “DEAD / FEB 9 / PHILA. POST OFFICE.” The letter was incorrectly
franked as a “drop letter” and therefore was underpaid. Although the Pennsylvania
Consolidation Act of 1854, effective February 2, technically enlarged the City of
Philadelphia to the limits of the County, full implementation of postal consolidation
required another 15 years. Had this letter been dropped six months later, or had the
Consolidation Act been postally implemented in 1854 or shortly thereafter, this letter
would have been correctly franked as a “drop” letter and probably not found its way to the
Dead Letter Office. Thus while at first glance this cover appears to qualify as a “Drop
Dead Letter,” it is not.

Figure 28. The 2¢ government general issue adhesive prepaid the local or drop letter to a
street address with a May 9, 1867 Philadelphia cds, handstamped “NOT FOUND.” This
letter probably went to the Dead Letter Office.

The second candidate (Figure 28) is a May 9, 1867 “drop letter” correctly franked
with a 2¢ general issue adhesive addressed to John Hammond at 1317 North 12th St.,
which is a few blocks north of Girard in the Penn District. However, John Hammond was
“NOT FOUND.” In all likelihood this letter went on to the Dead Letter Office, although it
was not specifically marked as such. In 1867, the various nearby Philadelphia districts had
been consolidated into one postal system for several years, providing for local service
throughout, and qualifying this a “drop” letter, which was probably also a “dead” letter.

“Robert J. Stets and John L. Kay, Independent Post Offices of Philadelphia County 1800-1867
(Horsham, Pa.: The Assoc. Stamp Clubs Of Southeastern Penna. & Delaware, Inc., 1979), p. 40.
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Figure 29. 2¢ government general issue adhesive canceled by a Philadelphia Jan 26,1865
cds, Clarke 107a, on an envelope addressed locally to John Steel Esq. The reverse
reveals two handstamped markings: “Not called for / No such person can be found” and
a “DEAD / PHILA. POST OFFICE | MAR / 4 / 1865.” A true drop letter which went to the
Dead Letter Office (the “Drop Dead Letter”).

The third example is shown in Figure 29. This letter was dropped into the local
governmental mail on January 26, 1865, addressed to John Steel Esq. at 1352 Shippen St.
The reverse was handstamped “DEAD / PHILA. POST OFFICE / MAR / 4 / 1865 and
“Not called for / No such person can be found.” Attorney Steel could not be located during
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