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IN MEMORIAM
WILLIAM S. DUNN (1927-2004)
William S. "Bill" Dunn, a founde r and director of the Rocky Mo untain Philatelic

Library, and a reci pient of the U.S. Phil atelic Class ics Soc iety's Distingu ished Philatelist
award, died Feb. 22 in Denver, Co lorado . He died fro m pneum on ia follow ing six months
of treatment for lung cancer. He was 76.

Bo rn Ma rc h 17 , 19 27 in Fall s City,
Neb raska , Mr. Dunn joi ned the U.S. Coas t Guard
and served in the Pacific in WW II. He attended
Neb raska Wes leyan University, gradua ted with a
degree in chemistry, and was the Chief Chemist
for the Co lorado Departmen t of Health for nearly
30 yea rs. He was the reci pie nt of ma ny hono rs
for hi s wo rk in e nv iro n me nta l c he mis try ,
petro leum ide ntification and public health.

Mr. Dun n's philatelic life the last ten years
centered a ro und hi s work wi th the Rock y
Mountain Philatelic Library where he has served
as vice president. His knowledge of stamps and
stamp co llecting was vast an d he was alway s
eager to an swer qu est io ns about the lib rary
collect io n and sta mps in ge ne ra l. He was an
invaluable ambassador for the library, especially
at local stamp shows where he was invari abl y

found at the RMPL tabl e, greeting vis itors and handl ing sa les of donated stamps and
philatelic literature.

Mr. Du nn was given the USPCS Distinguished Philatel ist Award in 1998. He was an
accredited national judge for the American Philatel ic Society (Emeritus) and expert ised
co il waste issues for the Fourth Bureau and Washington-Frankli n Issues for the APS. He
also reviewed the U.S. Libe rty series and WW II Croatia for the Scott Publishing Co. Bill
Dunn 's most important national office was as president of the United States Stamp Society
(formerly the Bureau Issues Association) from 1986 to 1992. He held memberships in 23
local and national stamp organizations.

Mr. Dunn served as president of four local stamp clubs at various times and belon ged
to two others . He was president of the Rocky Mount ain Stamp Show (formerly ROMP EX)
in 1981 an d 1982. He was an ex hibi tor and speaker at local , region al and nat ion al
ex hibitio ns, and prepared slide shows on United States ph ilatel y, Lat via and WW II
Croatia.

His collecting interests includ ed the 2¢ carmine Washington stamps of 1922-1938.
the Liberty Series of 1954-73. postal history of Co lorado, Nebraska and the city of Denver,
mac hine cancellations, "funny looki ng things" (odd postal markings and fran kings).
Latvia, World War II issues of Croatia, and wet and dry printings of the U.S. Bureau of
Engraving and Printing.

In addition to his wife, who resides at the fami ly hom e in Denver, Mr. Dunn is
surv ived by a son, Lawrence A. Dunn and wife Anne, two grandc hildren, a dau ghter.
Dian e. all of Denver, and a brother, Robert A. Dunn of Lincoln , Nebraska.

Th e family has as ked that mem or ial s be sent to the Rock y Mountain Philatelic
Library. 2038 So. Ponti ac Way, Denver, Co lorado 80244. 0
Chronicle 201 / February 2004 / Vol. 56. No. 1 7



U.S. CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS
GORDON STIMMELL, Editor
BOSTON TO SAINT JOHN STEAMBOAT MAIL
©2003 DAVID D'ALESSANDRIS

In th e 1840s, mail between the Unite d Stat es and the Brit ish North A me rica
Maritime Provinces of New Brun swick , Nova Scotia and Prince Edwa rd Island generally
traveled by land and was exc hange d between the Unit ed States and the Maritimes via
Robbinston , Main e and Saint Andrews, New Brunswi ck. The tra vel time for lette rs
between the major commercial centers of the United States (such as New York City or
Boston) and St. John , New Brunswi ck wa s approximatel y 5 or 6 da ys. Travel tim e
between New York or Boston and Hali fax, Nova Scotia was approx imate ly 8 to 10 days.
Fas te r mail se rv ice wa s ava ilab le between Boston and Halifax, via the Cuna rd line. I

Transatlantic steamers of the Cunard line stopped in Halifax en route between Liverpo ol
and Boston , and vice -versa . Travel tim e on thi s route was only 2 days; how ever, the
service was only available on a bi-weekly basis. The other alternative was to send a letter
care of a ship captain who happ ened to be head ing in the right direction .

Beginning in the mid-1840s, ex press companies began providin g serv ice between
Boston and St. John , New Brunswick via sc heduled steamboat service . Th e ex pre ss
co mpanies eve ntually became route age nts of the United States Post Offic e, and in some
cases were subsidized by the Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Thi s article
explores the evo lution of mail service on the Boston to St. John stea mboat route from its
beginnings until the Canadian Confederation on July I, 1867, when New Brun swick and
Nova Scotia became part of the Domini on of Canada.

I. Boston - St. John Steamboat Service
A. Origins of the Route

In the late 1700 s and the ea rly 1800s. mai l bet ween the Uni ted Sta tes and the
Maritime Pro vinces was ca rried by coasta l vesse ls that would ca ll at ports a long the
Atlantic Coast and the Bay of Fundy. Th e first scheduled se rvice bet ween the Unit ed
State s and St. John was the Littl e Belt , which operated as a packet betw een Eastport and
St. John in 1814 .2 As dem on str ated by the map (Figure I ), Eastp ort, Maine enjoys a
strategic location on Moo se Island in Passamaquoddy Bay right on the int ernati onal
bound ary with New Brun swick. In fact, Eastport was occ upied by Briti sh troops betwee n
July II , 1814 and Jun e 30, 1818 as part of the War of 1812 and a linger ing boundary
dispute. Th e boundary between Main e and New Brunswi ck regard ing the is lands in
Passamaquoddy Bay was not settled until November 1817.-' Steamboat' service came to
the route in 1823 wh en the Kennebec Steam Na vi gati on Company ' s Main e made
occasional calls in St. John ; however, regula r service did not begin until 1825 when the
Eagle began opera ting a regular service between Eastport and St. John, co nnec ting with
stea mboats se rv icing Portl and and Bost on .' John War d ' s St. John ope ra ted bet ween

'From 1848 to 1850, Cunard Line stea mers bound for New York also stopped in Halifax.
2C.M. Jeph cott , V.G . Greene and John H.M . Young, The Postal History oj Nova Scotia and

Nell' Brunswick, 1754-1867 (Toronto: Sissions Publi cations Ltd., 1964), p. 205.
-'Harold A. Davis. "A n International Co mm unity on the St. Croix (1604- 1930)," The Maine

Bulletin, Vol. LII , No . 12 (A pril 1950), p. 112.
'The steam powered vesse ls in thi s ar ticle wi ll be referred to as steamboats regardless of

whether the vesse l was under co ntract with the Post Office Departm ent at the time.
5Jephcott, p. 205.
8 Chronicle 20 I I February 2004 I Vol. 56. No. I



Figure 1. Outline map showing the New Brunswick - New England area

Eastport and St. John starting in 1826." Then in the 1830s James Whitney's steamers, the
Henrietta. Ma id of the Mist and Gazelle, operated fro m St. John to St. Stephen, St.
Andrews and Eastport. '

Regul arly scheduled steamboat service between Portland and St. John was first
attempted by the Royal Tar in 1836.8 In the mid- 1830s, the re exi sted a net work of
steamboat lines in St. John connecti ng the city with Fredericton and Annapolis, Nova
Scotia, and then by stage with Halifax. Similarly, Eastport was a hub for steamboat lines to
St. Andrews, New Brun swick and Calais , Maine . In addition, Por tland was a hub for
steamboat lines to Boston as well as Bangor and Augusta, Mai ne, and intermediate ports.
Of course Boston was a major shipping hub, providing steamer service to Europe and the
Caribbea n. The Royal Tar served as a trunk line connecting these independ ent steamboat
lines." The Royal Tar operated for one season befo re ending in a fatal shipwreck. The ship
departed St. John on October 2 1, 1836. After seeking refuge from a storm at Eastport until
October 25, the ship departed for Boston ; however, it had to take refuge once agai n in
Penobscot Bay. Whil e in Penobscot Bay, the ship caught fire and sank, taking with it 33
passengers as well as an elephant, two camels, a gnu, two lions, a tiger, a leopard and a
collec tion of snakes and birds from a traveling circus."

"Ibid .
' Ibid.
'Arthur A. Johnson, "The International Line: A History of the Boston-Saint John Steamship

Serv ice," American Neptune, Vol. 33, No. 2 (April 1973), p. 80.
"Ibid.
-tu«. p. 82.
Chronicle 201 I February 2004 I Vol. 56. No. I 9



B. Initial Service
Scheduled stea mboat serv ice between Boston and S1. John finally started with James

Whitney's North America, which opera ted between 1839 and 1843.11 The North America
(Figure 2) was a 155 foot sidewhee ler which displaced 296 tons. Passeng ers co uld book
deck passage or, for an extra payment , they could sleep in one of the two dormitory room s
which cou ld house sixty men and thirt y wom en." The steamboat operated among $1. John ,
Eastport and Boston. " The North America carried a letter bag , and advertised that she
would carry letters from S1. John to Boston for 71hd eac h" and from Boston to S1. John for
12112 cents each." The North America was wrecked in a sto rm in November 1846 off
Mount Desert , Maine. Battered by the seas, the steamer took on water, putt ing out the fire
for the boilers. The steamboa t washed ashore on Long Island , Maine without a loss of life;
however, during the night the island ers stripped the boat of every thing of value, including
the possessions of the passengers. " However, it does not appear that the North America
was regularly operating on the Boston to S1. John route at the time it wrecked. "

Figure 2. Engraving of the S.S. North America IJephcott, p. 193)

While the North America offered service between S1. Jo hn and Boston , a competing
service, es ta blishe d in 184 2 by the Peoples Lin e, provid ed se rvice fro m Bost on to
Eastport, Main e, with so me steambo ats stoppi ng in Portl and, Main e, en ro ute, wi th

"lbid., pp. 82-83 .
-tu«. p. 82.
-tu«, pp. 83, 94.
"Jephcott, p. 205, quoting New Brun swick COl/riel', Novemb er 16, 1839.
"Boston Post, Vol XIX, No. 90, April 17, 1841.
"Johnson, p. 84.
"Johnson seem s to indicate that the North America was still on the Boston to S1. John run;

however , Jephcott , pp . 192-93, indi cates tha t she was operating fro m S1. John to Digby and
Annapolis, Nova Scot ia beginnin g in 1841 . Advertisements indicate that she was operating between
Boston and S1.John dur ing the summer of 1841 .
10 Chronicle 201 I February 2004 I Vol. 56. No. I



con nec ting serv ice from Eastport to St. John. Wh ile the co nnect ing service on the Peoples
Line might appear to be a less desirable operation, it was orga nized in this manner for a
logical reason- to avoid taxes.

At the time, laws prevented foreign flag stea mboats from offe ring service between
ports in the United States . Thus a New Brunswick stea mboat operating from St. John
co uld del iver freight and passengers in Eas tport, Portland or Boston ; however, the boa t
co uld not provide service amo ng Eastport, Portland and Boston. On the retu rn trip, the
steamer co uld pick up at Boston, Portl and or Eastport , but only for delivery in St. John."
United States flag vesse ls were under similar restrictions; however, since St. John was the
only New Brunswi ck port on the route, thi s did not present the sa me difficulty. An
American vesse l could trade between United Stat es port s and could pick up and discharge
passengers and fre ig ht at St. John. But th e legal co ns ideratio ns did no t end there.
American vessels engaged in international trad e had to pay higher port and tonnage fees in
the American ports than did vesse ls engage d so lely in the coastal trade within the United
States. " Thu s the Peop les Line stea mboa ts operating between Eastport and Boston would
pay th e lower, coas ta l-t rade port fees in Bost on and Portland. Only th e steamboat
ope rating between St. John and Eastport would pay the higher international vessel fees
charged by th e United St at es , and th en only in Eastpo rt. By 1853, th e steamboat
companies figured out that they could change the steamer's enrollme nt for coastal trade to
a registry for intern ational operation at the Eastport Customs Hou se on the way to St. John
and then cancel the steamer's internatio nal registry and enroll for coasta l trade at the
Eas tpo rt Customs House on the way back to Boston." Th e red tape involved with changing
the steamboat's registration at the Eas tport Custom s House was apparently less onero us
than tr an sferring passen gers and frei ght between steame rs in Eas tpo rt , becau se the
steamers began opera ting all the way to St. John in 1853.2 1

Prior to 1853, freight and passengers travel ing from Boston to St. John would take a
steamer from Boston to Eastport , Maine where they would co nnect with another steamer
for tra vel from Eas tpo rt to St. John. When the service started, the Boston to Eas tport
service on the Peop les Line was pro vided by the steamer Bangor, while the Nova Scotia
operated the leg between Eastport and St. John." Despite the need to transfer passengers
and freight in Eastport , the Peoples Line made better time between Boston and St. John
than did the No rth America, and, in addition the Peop les Line cha rged only $6.00 for
passage from Boston to St. John-half of the fare on the North America,"

Following the success of the North America, a number of other steamboats operated
on the Boston to St. John route, including the Penobscot, Portland, Herald and Charter
Oak . Th e Penobscot was ope rated by the North America n Stea mboa t Company on the
Boston to St. John route in 1843, and took on letters free of charge at St. John, depositing
them in the mails at Boston ." The Portland was built in 1835 and was opera ted by Seward
Porter between Eastport and Boston in 1844 and poss ibly 1845. She was 155 feet in length
and displaced 445 tons." The Herald opera ted between St. John and Eastport between
1844 and 1846 and connec ted with the Portland in Eastpo rt while the Portland operate d
on the route. The Charter Oak norm ally operated on the Portl and to Bangor route, but
substituted for the steamer Portland on the Boston to St. John route around Jun e 1846.

"Johnson, p. 83.
vtu«
»tua..p. 84.
-tu«. pp. 83-84.
" Ibid., p. 84.
" Ibid.
'"Jephcott, pp. 205-06.
" Johnson, pp. 85,94.
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In the Spring of 1847 a gro up of Eastport investo rs for med the East port Eastern
Steamship Company and purchased the steamer Admiral. From a postal histo ry standpoint,
the Admiral was probably the most important vessel to serve this route . The Admiral was
224 feet in length and displaced 648 tons, and was said to be able to complete the Boston
to St. John run in as little as 19 hours and at most 26.26 Th is was between ten and 17 hours
faster than the Royal Tar or the North America," The Admiral operated on the Boston to
St. John route between 1847 and 1861 when she was sold to the government for use in the
Civil War. She became the United States Quartermaster 's Division (USQMD) Guide from
November 8, 1861 until November 29 , 1865. 28 The Admiral's service on the route was
interrupted in 1854 because it wrecked. The Admiral left Portland on July 25, 1854 for
Eastport and St. John when she wrecked on Moult on 's Rock at Wallace Cove, near Lubec,
Maine." The Admiral was repaired and placed back in serv ice in the next navigat ion
season. The Governor operated the Admiral's schedule for several mon ths and then the
Adelaide fi lle d in fro m September th rou gh the rema inder of the 1854 season." A n
adverti sement for the Governor in the Eastpo rt Sentin el shortly after the wreck of the
Admiral touted the crew as being the same captain and pilots as having been on the route
for several seasons on the Admiral, and stated that this was "sufficient recommendation of
their skill and effici ency" even though this was apparently the same crew that had ju st
wrecked the Admiral,"

The 1847 navigation season also saw the debut of the Senato r, operated by a gro up
of investors led by Thomas Parks of St. John. Although the Senato r, at 2 19 feet and 754
tons, was larger than the Admiral, Parks sold the Senator afte r j ust one year and purchased
the Admiral from the Eastport Eastern Steamship Com pany. Under Parks' control , the
Admiral operated from Boston to Eastport, where the Admiral con nected with the Maid of
Er in, an other Parks steame r operat ing bet ween Ea s tport and St. John . Th e trul y
distinguishing feature of the Maid of Erin was that she was painted green." The Maid of
Erin burned at her pier in Portland in 1849.

In 1850, Hathaway and Small, a St. John company, put the Creole on the Eastport to
St. John route." In 1852, the newl y formed Calais Steamboat Company built the 230 foot,
616 ton Eastern City (Figure 3) for the Boston to SI. John Route. Like the Admiral, the
Eastern City served on the route until drafted for Civil War service. The 734 ton Adelaide
(Figure 4) joined the Eastern City on the Calais Steamboat Company's service in 1854..l-l

C. Consolidation
. The Eastport and Calais steamboat companies engage d in several vicious rate wars

durin g the early years of the 1850s. The companies then limited their co mpetition, and
began a policy of coo peration which left only the Admiral, the Adelai de and the Eastern

»na«. p. 84.
" Ibid.
" Cal Hahn , "Steamboats Carried the Mail," Stamp Collector, February 7, 1983. p. 28 .
" Eastport Sentinel, Vol. 36, No. 42, August 2, 1854.
3OHahn, p. 28.
" Eastport Sentinel, Vol. 36 No . 43 , August 9, 1854.
" Johnson, p. 85.
»tu«.
"The Ca lais Steamboa t Co mpany' s purchase of the Adelaide result ed in a lawsuit which made

its way to the United States Supreme Court. See Calais Steamboat Company 1'. Scudder, 67 U.S.
282 ( 1863).
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Figure 3. Engraving of the S.S. Eastern City (Jephcott, p. 209)
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Peabody M useu l1I oj Salem

Figure 4. Engraving of the S.S. Adelaide (Johnson, Plate 1, following p. 90)
Chron icle 20 1 / February 2004 / Vol. 56. No, 1 13



Figure 5. International Steamship Line pier in Eastport, Me. (Eastport Island City)

City operating on the route from the mid- 1850s through 1859.35 In 1860, the owners of the
Portland Steam Packet Comp any, with John B. Coy le as their leader, bought out the Calais
and Eastport companies, forming the Internation al Steam ship Comp any." Figure 5 shows
the International Steam ship Comp any's wharf in Eastport, Maine circa 1890. Allegedly,
Internation al Steam sh ip acco mplished the take- over und er the th reat that the larger
Portland companies would drive the Calais and Eastport companies out of business if they
did not cooperate." The International Steamship Comp any replaced the Admiral and the
Eastern Cit)' with two new steamers, the New Brunswick and the New England. Both of
the new steamers were substantially larger than the Admiral and Easte rn City. The New
Brunswick was built in 1861, and was 224 feet in length and displaced 804 tons." In 1862,
while awa iting deli very of the New England, the International Stea mship Line put the
Forest City on the Boston to St. John run, taking it off of its normal Boston to Portland
run." The New England was built in 1862, and was 230 feet in length and displaced 1,025
tons." During the 1860s there were several attempts by other steamboat lines to break into

" Johnson, p. 86.
»tu«
37lbid.
»tu«, p. 94.
nu«. p. 88.
4°lbid. , p. 94.
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the Boston to St. John market. In the early 1860s, Hath away and Small put the Great
La kes steamer New York on th e ro ute ; however, the Internati on al Lin e bo ug ht out
Hathaway and Small and later itself operated the New York on the route.

In 1863, the Boston company of Spear, Lang and Delano, whic h advertised itself as
the United States Mail Line, opera ted the General Banks and Adm iral Dul'ont on the route
for just one season, before selling the steamers. The General Banks and Admiral DuPont
had started life as British mail packets before being cap tured while servi ng as Co nfederate
blockade ru nners! ' Th e Admiral DuPont displ aced 473 ton s, and was built in 1847.
In itiall y nam ed the Anglia, she wa s opera ted by the Cheste r and Holyhead Rail way
Co mpany. In 1859 she was transfe rred to the Lond on and North western Railway, before
becoming a blockade runner in 1861, and being captured by Union forces in 1862.42 The
Scotia was the Anglia's 479 ton sister ship. Like the Anglia, the Scotia was built in 1847
and operated by the Chester and Holyhead Railway until being transferre d to the London
and No rthwestern Rail way in 1859, becomi ng a blockade runne r in 1861 , and being
captured in 1862.43 In 1866, the Zodiac operated on the Boston to St. John route, but not
much is known about this steamer. By 1871 it was possible to travel by train from Boston
to St. John ; however, the Intern ational Steamship line operated the Boston to St. John
route until June 1941. 44

II. Express Service Between Boston and St. John
Loose letters were priva tely carried by ship captains on this route almos t from the

beg inning . Some of the steamers, such as the No rth America . eve n adverti sed that they
would carry mail to Boston for a fee. The next step in the developm ent of this mail route
was the evo lutio n of the express comp anies.

A. Hal e and Compan y
The ea rliest indepe nden t mail serv ice on the Boston to St. John steamboats appears

to have been Hale & Co. The company carried mail and provided express services and, in
addition, maintained safes on board the steamers." Service was advertised at least as early
as Jul y 1844 to Eastport, St. Andrews and St. John ." However, it appear s that service to
these cities was provided by Gunni son 's Express, in co njunction with Hale & Co. At least
th ree covers are known to have been ca rried by th is route, and two of the three have
Gunnison 's markings in addi tio n to the Hale & Co. ma rking s. The cover without a
Gunnison 's Express marking (Figure 6) orig inated in Bradford, Massachusetts in October
1844 , and wa s ca rried by Hale ' s to its St. John office where it en tered the mail s for
del ivery to Anna po lis, Nova Scotia . Th e cover likel y was ca rr ied by the Por tland
connecting in Eastport with the Herald to St. John . Hale 's adve rtised price for delivery to
St. John was 121h¢ . The cover was franked with a Hale & Co. local stamp (Sco tt 75L5),
paying only half of the publ ished rate to St. John, and was then rated 7 pence for the
provincial postage from St. John to Annapolis. The cover is also notable for likely being
the earlies t use of an adhesive stamp to pay postage from the United States to a foreign
country and being one of only two usages of any independent mail adhesive stamps to a
foreig n country." It is unclear when Hale & Co. stopped providing service to St. John .

»tu«; p. 88.
42http://www.theships list.com/shipsll ines/feeders.html.
-tu«
44Johnson, pp. 90 , 93 .
-tu«. pp. 79-8 0.
" Ibid ., p. 80 & n I ; see also Robert A. Siegel Sale 830 , Lot 265 , quot ing Morning Courier and

New York Enquirer, July 4, 1844 .
" Robert A. Siegel Sale 830, Lot #265 , Nove mber 13 and 14,2000.
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Figure 6. 1844 Hale & Co. cross border cover, Bradford, Mass. to St. John, Robert A.
Siegel Sale 830, lot #265
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Figure 7. 1844 Gunnison's Express Co. cover, Schuyler Rumsey Auction 13, lot 173
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B. Gunnison's Express
Joseph Gunnison operated his express serv ice between Boston, Eastport and St. John

beginning in late in I844 }8 Although prim arily a package exp ress, Gunnison did provide
an independe nt mail service." Gunnison 's Express manu script markings are known dur ing
the period 1844-1849. The "Gunnison's Express Office & Court St. Boston" 37mm oval
hand stamp marking is ge nera lly seen on covers in 1844 and 1845. Figure 7 shows an 1844
Gunnison 's cover, likely carried by the Herald from St. John to Eastport where it would
have con nected with the Portland for carriage to Boston. The cove r is manuscript rated
12 1h ¢ , th e sa me ra te c harged by Hal e & Co . Durin g th is pe r iod, Gunn ison ' s
adve rtisements (Figure 8) indicated that he opera ted his express business via the Steamer
Portlan d , with se rv ice to Bost on departing Calai s and Eastport every Tuesday."
Contemporary adve rtisements indicate that the Portialid connected with the S.S. Herald in
Eas tport for service to St. John."

Figure 8. Gunnison's advertisement, Eastport Sentinel, August 27, 1845

On or about December 29, 1847, the Post Office Departm ent appointed Gunni son to
the position of Steamboat Letter Carri er, as was J. Judson Ame s, presumably the same
person who operated Ame s Express." As a steamboat letter carrier on the Boston, Port land
and Eastport route, Gunnison was compensated by the Unit ed States Post Office based
upo n the volume of mai l he carried. For more information on the steamboat letter carriers,
see part III belo w. It appears that Gunn ison stopped using his hand stamp marking before
he was appointed a steamboat letter carrier. It has been suggested that the steamboat letter

" Jephcott. p. 2 13. However, other sources indicate that Gunnison started his express in 1842,
which predates Hale ' s operatio n; see Wi lliam Henr y Kilby, Eastport and Passamaquoddy: A
Collection ofHistorical and Biographical Sketches, reprint from original 1888 ed. (Eastport, Maine:
Border Historical Society, 2003), p. 282.

" Jephcott, p. 2 13.
'"Calais Advertiser, August 27, 1845.
" Calais Advertiser, June 5, 1844.
" Elliott Perry, Pat Paragraphs, cornp. by George T. Turner and Thomas E. Stanton (Takoma

Park, Md.: Bureau Issues Association, Inc., 1981), p. 324.
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carriers were allowed, or even enco uraged, to operate express services in addition to being
steam boat letter carriers so that customers could send parcels as we ll as correspondence
through the same vendor, while the Post Office Department maintained the first-class mail
monopoly. By 1848, Gu nnison 's ads indicated that he was operating his express service on
the Steamer Admiral," Service was discontinu ed in 1851, but resumed in 1853.54 In its
second incarnation, Gunnison 's adve rtised service between Boston , Portland, Eastport,
Lubec , Machias, Pembrook, St. Andrew s and St. John. " Fo llowing resumption of his
express service, Gunni son was appointed to be a Steamboat Letter Carrier on the Adelaide
on August 22 , 1854. He was removed from that positi on on January 29 , 1855. 56 On
January 17, 1861 , Gunni son was appointed to the steamer New Brunswick. Gunnison then
sold his express service to Eastern Express of Boston sometime between April and June
1861.57

Gunnison' s Express appears to have provided local delivery service in Boston, and
connecting service through Hale & Co. for delivery in New York City, rather than a "to the
mail s" local post service . Gunni son 's Express ' adve rtisements do not include a fee
schedule; however, some of the covers, like the cover in Figure 7, have manuscript ratings
of 121M for delivery from St. John to Boston. Prior to July I , 1845 , the rate via the post
office would have been 183/4 U.S. postage from Boston to the lines and 7 pence New
Brun swick postage from the exc hange office to St. John. After Jul y I, 1845 , the U.S.
postage would have been reduced to 5¢; however, the combined U.S. and New Brun swick
postage would still exceed the Gun nison 's Express charge.

C. Favor 's Express
Gunnison 's much more famous successor was Favor's Express. Col. Hiram S. Favor

was born in Eastport, Maine and then es tablished an express busin ess in Boston . The
express was founded in 1849, headquartered in Boston, with office s in Portland , Eastport
and St. John." Colonel Favor was a well known figure on the Admiral, famous for always
having a bottl e of Hennessey 's whisky on tap in his stateroom. His stateroom was the
"resort of drummers and all good fellows who traveled the line, and there on stormy nights
the sound of song and laughter was heard above the howling of the gale.''" Favor 's Express
initially operated on the Steamer Admiral between Boston, Portland and Eastport and then
provided connecting service on board the Maid of Erin, and later the Creole betw een
Eastport and St. John. As was mentioned earlier, beginning in 1853, the Admiral began
opera ting between Boston and St. John, without the need to change ships in Eastport.
Contemporary advertisements indicate that Favor 's express operated via both the Admiral
and the Eastern City:"

In addition to manuscript markings, Favor 's express also used express labels and
handstamp markin gs. The earliest covers display a black on orange paper express label,

" Calais Adve rtiser , June 14, 1848.
54Jephcolt, p. 2 14.
55Eastport Sentinel , Vol. 37, No. 35, June 13, 1855.
S6Perry, p. 324
" Jephcott, p. 2 15. Gunni son severed his ties with Turner' s Express on April I, 186 1, and

publish ed an ad ver tisement announcing the sale of his express se rv ice da ted Jun e 4, 1861.
Gunnison ' s sale of his express business probably coincides with his appointment as inspector of the
customs at Eastport by President Lincoln. Kilby, p. 282.

" Jephcott, p. 2 17.
" Alvin F. Harlow, Old Waybi lls (New York: D. Appleton-Century Co., Inc, 1934), p 71.
f<JEastport Sent inel , Vol. 36, No. 30, May 10, 1854.
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Figure 9. Favor's Express label

,p.• /
~L £ ~~, .::~ /~

~

~ ~~"&-~A~ '- ~~~~

Figure 10. Favor's Express boxed handstamp
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without an address . (Figure 9). This was followed by a similarly designed 30mm by 25mm
boxed handstamp , reported in 1850, showing an address of 7 State Street in Boston. By
1851, the black on gree n express labels indicate d a new addres s at 10 Cour t Square in
Boston." (Figures 9, 10). There are two varieties of the black on gree n express labels, a
46mm by 34.5mm version reported in 1851, and a 47mm by 33mm variety reported in
1855. The red 33mm triple circle "Favor's Express Boston, 10 Court Sq." marking appea rs
to be the most common, and it has been reported used between 1851 and 1855. Figure II
shows a cover ca rrie d by Favor's Express fro m St. John to New York. Th e cover is
datelined St. John August 7, 185 I. It was carried by Favor's Express from St. John to
Eastport via the Creole, departing St. John on the morning of August 8 and connecting in
Eastport with the Admira l departing Eastport that same afternoon. The cover entered the
mails in Boston as an unpaid letter from a non-contract steamer where it was rated 5¢ due.

/

-r:

Figure 11. Favor's Express triple circle handstamp

" Pavor' s represen tative in Eastport was Sam uel B. Wadswo rth. His co mpany is still in
business in Eas tport , operating as S.L. Wadswo rth & Sons. The store advertise s itse lf as the
country ' s oldest ship chandlery. Unfort unately, the company does not have any of its business
records from the I850s.

(to be continued)
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
DUE 6 CENTS
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M .D.
(continued from Chronicle 200:29 1)

Penalt y Rate for Demonetized Stamps
In addition to no stamps being used at all, inadequate paymen t of postage got the due

6 rating. For exam ple, the cover in Figure 58 shows an uncanceled 3¢ 1857 stamp after
demonetization ( 1864 postm ark ). Earlier usages of demonetized stamps show "Due 3"
handstamps. But this usage is duri ng the pen alt y pe rio d, so it is rated "DUE 6" at
Memphis, Tennessee, perhaps from a soldier (but the cover bears no certification). Figure
59 shows a pair of the demonetized 3¢ 1857 stamps uncanceled and rated "Due 6 cts" at
Boston in 1862. In Figure 60 is one co py of the sa me stamp postm ark ed at Boston ,
Massachusetts with black killer and red September 19 ( 1863) postmark with straight line
"Due 6 cts.", doubl e rate for the unpaid postage fee. Another demonetized 3¢ stamp usage
bears a "SACRAMENTO CAL. APR 5 1864" handstamp , "DUE" and "6." This cover is
unusual because the uncanceled stamp is No. 25, Type I.

The cover in Figure 6 1 shows the "OLD STAMPS NOT RECOG NIZED" handstamp
of Philadelphi a, struck twice, with an uncanceled stamp and duplex "PHILADELPHIA Pa
OCT 3 1 1863" together with "Due 6" handstamp. This demonetized cove r was rated Due
6 rathe r tha n Due 3 like most of the othe r known ex amples with th e Ol d Stamps
handstamp because it was such a late usage that it fell into the penalty per iod. Even more
bizarre is the cover shown in Figure 62. It is the new stamped envelope with an old 10¢
1857, stamp both canceled with targets at San Franc isco. From the letter the date was

.'
..,...;r .

I

Figure 58. Demonetized 3¢ 1857 uncanceled with "MEMPHIS TENN MAR 11" and target
postmark, separate "DUE 6" in circle; the usage is probably in 1864
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Figure 59 . Demonetized pair of 3C 1857 stamps canceled at Boston and rated "Due 6
cts." This is a non-penalty rated double weight letter sent before 1863.

Figure 60 . Single copy demonetized 3C 1857 canceled with black cork and red "BOSTON
MASS. SEP 19" (1863). also black "Due 6 cts.", penalty rate for unpaid postage
22 Chronicle 201 I February 2004 I Vol. 56. No. 1



~ .cf~ i/t;#~

%~~Y7 ~~"
~~~.,..~

- ,

Figure 61. Uncanceled stamp with Philadelphia postmarks rated "Due 6" with "OLD
STAMPS NOT RECOGNIZED" handstamp. This is rated double postage due because
October 31,1863 is during the penalty rate period.

I

Figure 62. 10¢ 1857 tied on pink entire with San Francisco postmark of 1866. The
attempted use of the old stamp was not allowed to pay the required double weight rate
(3¢ stamp required), so the unpaid postage was double rated "Due 6".
Chro nicle 20 1 I February 2004 I Vol. 56, No. I 23



February 27, 1866. There is a red crayon "Due 6" for the unpaid postage of 3¢ due on this
double weight letter.

Th e cove r in Figur e 63 bears a printed imprint "CON FEDERATE STATES OF
AMERICA WAR DEPARTMENT ENGINEER BUREAU.," Dietz Type III. Over this
there are portions of a 3¢ 1857 stamp. Note the purposeful ink blotch which would have
been applied to the right of the stamp. The address is to Company Shops, N.C. and the
postmark is "HILLSBOROUGH N.C. JAN 19" with matching black "DUE 6" in circle.
There is a pencil notation on the reverse of the envelope "rece ive the 25 of Jan 1866"
which seems correct dating for a postwar usage.

..
,I. I /

Figure 63. Confederate semi-official envelope with English papermaker's mark showing
attempted use of demonetized 3¢ 1867 stamp and rated "DUE 6" with
"HILLSBOROUGH, N.C. JAN 19" [1866]

There is a most intri gu in g e mbossed imprint in the blu e en vel ope ,
"MANUFACTURED BY WATERLOW & SONS, LON DON ," which would make one
suspect the envelope was imported past the blockade into the Confederacy. There is a fine
watermark , but it is not dated.

Penalty Rate for Illegal Usages
It was not legal to use any portion of the stamps from a post office entire on another

envelope. However, a large proportion of such attempted usages were accepted during the
first decade of stamped envelopes. One that was not was a large envelope (Figure 64) on
which two cut squares of the 1853 series on envelope were affixed. They are tied by a
"FORT LEAVENWORTH MO. MAR 28" postmark, but the postmaster wrote "Fraud"
over the two cut squares and rated the cover " Due 6" (this must have been a double weight
letter).

During the Civil War quite a few examp les exist with this usage, probably many
from soldiers . Those used afte r June 30, 1863 incurred the penalty rate. The cut square in
Figure 65 is tied by "WASHINGTON D.C. NOV 22 '64," and it is rated "DUE 6." I have
see n many similar covers with the cut enti re accepted for postage, so it appea rs the
decision to accept or rejec t cut squares was arbitrary. The exam ple in Figure 66 bears the
entire cut around the design, but at Santa Barbara, California the usage was not accepted,
so a "6" was app lied to indicate double postage was to be co llected in Maine. The most
24 Chronicle 20 1 I February 2004 I Vol. 56. No.1
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Figure 64. Two cut squares of 1853 entires used illegally on another envelope and
marked "Fraud" and "Due 6" for the unpaid double postage (not a penalty), with "FORT
LEAVENWORTH MO. MAR 28" postmark

,/

•

Figure 65. Cut square 3C pink tied "WASHINGTON D.C. NOV 22 '63" but not accepted for
postage and rated "DUE 6," penalty rate
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Figure 66. Cut entire of current series used on envelope, tied "SANTA BARBARA CAL
MAY 19" and target, rated "6" due for unpaid postage

FORT LYON,

Huerfano QountY/

COLORADO.

Figure 67. 3¢ pink entire with target cancel and " LYNN MASS. SEP 5" postmark; there is
a second cut entire be low the first marked "No Go " by postmaster and rated "Due 6,"
double the unpaid 3¢ extra for overweight letter
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interest in g example I have seen (Figure 67 ) was a second cut entire appli ed on an
overweight letter with the first 3¢ paid by an intact postal entire. The writer of this letter
was Miss Kellog g, who wa s writing her boy friend in Co lorado Territory. The Lynn,
Massachusetts postmaster wrote "No go" on the second cut en tire portion and rated the
letter "Due 6." Another "DUE 6" in an oval is shown in Don L. Evan' s The United States
I¢ Frank lin 1861-1867 (Figure 18-1 5), where attempted payment of postage with a
revenue stamp was not acce pted, and the full 3¢ postage was doubl ed as a penalty.

The Penalty Rate Applied to Soldiers' Letters
The same double rate penalty was sometimes applied to soldiers ' letters if they were

not prop erly certified by an officer. Before June 30, 1863, inadequate ly certified soldiers'
letters were still sent as "Due 3." But now it became important to have the letters properly
certified or they would be charged double postage.

Figure 68 . Personal ized soldier's stationery with reg imental designation but no
certification, postmarked "WASHINGTON D.C. JUL 27 1863 DUE 6," the penalty rate

Figure 68 shows a usage within a month of the new regul ation. It can be seen that the
so ldie r used perso na lized regimenta l s ta t io nery to h is g ir l friend . There is a
"WASHINGTO N D.C. JUL 27 1863" postm ark to which a "DUE 6" was attached.
Ano ther usage bears just a man uscr ipt "a soldier s letter in haste," but the Washington CDS
with attached 6¢ rati ng dated August 16, 1863 was used to asses s the penalty rate. A usage
on "a soldier's letter" from Memphis, Tennessee has a straight line "DUE 6." Despite the
usage of U.S. Christian Commission soldiers' stationery, another cover was also double
rated at Annapolis. Three or four other examples from late 1863 and earl y 1864 show
usage from Old Point Comfort, Virginia. These are obvio usly soldiers' letter s. One of
these is shown in Figure 69; it bears the nota tion "no stamps till Savannah is taken," dating
it to be from December 26, 1864 duri ng Sherman' s March to the Sea. Incidentally, a cover
rated "Due 18" (handstamp) shows an unpaid triple rate, doubl ed as a penalty.

A second category of soldiers' mail with "Due 6" markings are covers that already
bore a sing le 3¢ stamp, but which apparently were overweight so the penalty is for a
second unpaid 3¢. The cover in Fig ure 70 contained a letter wri tten on June 30, 1863, the
first day of the new regulation. The letter was posted at New Orleans where it received a
July 6, 1863 dated postmark. But it also has a black "6" because it was overweight (the
Chronicle 20 1 I February 2004 I Vol. 56. No. I 27



Figure 69. "OLD POINT COMFORT VA DEC 26" and "DUE 6" on cover marked "No
stamps till Savannah is taken"

Figure 70. Printed stationery for "Headquarters, Department of the Gulf" used for a
private soldier's letter with stamp tied "NEW ORLEANS LA JUL 6 1863," the letter was
overweight so the cover was rated double for unpaid second 3¢ with black "6" in center
of envelope, very early usage of penalty postage
28 Chronicle 20 1 I February 2004 I Vol. 56, No. I



Figure 71. 3¢ stamp tied Memphis postmark but rated "DUE 6" in circle, penalty postage
for partial payment of postage.

Figure 72. "U.S.SHIP 6 cts" in circle, rare marking for overweight U.S. ship letters, this
one a long letter from a sailor at Port Royal
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letter is still present). A soldier's letter from Memphis in 1864 bears a stamp, bUL being
overweight , should have paid 6¢ (Figure 7 1). The unpaid postage is doubled so the rating
mark is "DUE 6" in circle.

To avoid the surcharge of the ship rate on mail from sailors during the Civil War, a
specia l category of letter was established to waive the ship letter fee and to treat the letters
as soldiers' mail. The captains of Federal govern ment vessels were not allowed to collec t
the ship fee. These letters, which were esse ntially treated like ordin ary sold iers ' letters,
were hand stamped with ma rkings that read "U .S. SHIP." Th e one from Ph iladelphia,
which was a straightline, was commonly used in conj unction with a separate "Due 3"
handstamp . However, there was a "Due 6" hand stamp there that was used on certain
overweight letters. The other common handstamp was applied at an unknown location but
probably aro und Washington. This is a circular "U.S. SHIP 3 CTS." Much rarer is the "6
CTS" type that was used on overweig ht letters, an example of which is shown in Figure
72. The letter has survived for this cover and it is a large double ledger sheet requiring a
double rate.

I
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Figure 73. "NEW ORLEANS LA. OCT 21 1862" and separate "SHIP 6" to Norwich,
Connecticut, a double rated soldier's or sailor's letter sent due before the penalty rates; a
single rated private ship's letter at this time would have been rated 5¢. a double 8¢

The cover in Figure 73 bears the postmark "NEW ORLEANS LA OCT 2 1 1862"
and "SHIP 6." In 1862 there were no ship rates that would require a 6¢ charge . Thus this
marking appears to be a U.S. Ship marking even though the vesse l's name is absent. That
fee was usually 3¢, but an overweight letter would require twice the postage acce ptable
unpaid from a U.S. war vesse l. There was no penalty charge in 1862.

However, after June 29, 1863 mail from sailors on ships of the blockading squadrons
and elsewhere had to be certified by an officer or they would be subject to the penalt y rate
just like so ldiers ' mail. A naval lett er with mark ings of the U.S. Stea mer Southfi eld
(Figure 74) was rated "DUE 6" in blue as well as having a Se pte mber 7, 1863 dated
postm arked sta mp. Her e th ere is no lett er, but the usage of unpaid post age for an
overwe ight letter is likely. Whil e the cove r bears a designation , it lacks a cer tifica tion
which would allow a soldier's or sailor's rate for postage. Another cover from the "U .S.S.
Co lorado" is part of a large corresponde nce . It bea rs no certification and so in 1863
30 Chronicle 20 1 I February 2004 I Vol. 56, No. 1



Figure 74. 3¢ stamp tied blue "NORFOLK VA SEP 7 '63" and target. separate "DUE 6" on
cover ms. "Naval Letter From U.S. Str. 'Southfield'... unpaid second postage charge

although it bea rs one stamp, it was rated " DUE 6" at Old Point Comfort, Va. Presumably it
was overweight too, so the 6¢ is double the unpaid 3c . If certified, this would have been
due 3¢.

Prisoner of War Mail Showing Penalty Rate
When a so ldier was taken pri soner during a battl e, he was usuall y without a supply

of postage stamps. Th erefor e, the majority of lett ers sen t No rth by Union prisoner s in
so uthe rn pri son s we re se nt witho ut U .S. post age. Th e usu al practice was to use two
enve lopes, and the outer enve lope was di scarded at the exchange point wi th the lett er
go ing to its destin ation wi thin the inner enve lope . Co nfede rate pri soners writing letters
go ing So uth usually co uld purchase U.S. stamps, so the U.S. postage is rarely due. T he
oppos ing co untries app eared to make pri soners pay the postage of the co untry in which
they were imprison ed . Th e Confederate States did not have a penalt y rate.

Because the nature of prison ers' mail is that the prisoner is separated from his unit,
there is usuall y no office r available to certify a prisoner's lett er as a soldie r's lett er. Such
letters we re alway s sent at a Due 3 rate until the penalt y charges of mid -1863. It see ms
very un fair that this prisoners ' mail was charged double postage. Figure 75 shows a letter
notated "Prisoners Lett er Libby Prison Sept 23 T. Paulding I" Lt 6'h Cav,' which was
nonetheless still rated at Old Point Com fort, Virgini a on October 3, 1863 with "DUE 6" in
circle. Th e lett er was a single shee t. Th e application of the penalty rate see ms to be quite
arbitrary because there are other covers in the same co rresponde nce that are rated "Due 3."
A choice usage from an ordinary soldier is the Jul y 1864 letter fro m Ca mp Sumpter and
cover shown in Figure 76 wi th the same "DUE 6" rating at Old Point Co mfort. However,
in this ca se the envelope bears the initial s " Exd H.W." of Hen ry Wirz, the in famou s
co mman da nt of Ande rsonville Prison in Georgia.

(to be continued)
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Figure 75. "Prisoners Letter Libby Prison Sept 23 T Paulding 1st Lt 6 Cav" on letter to his
father, Rear Admiral Hiram Paulding, Commandant of New York Naval Yard; the cover is
postmarked "OLD POINT COMFORT VA OCT 3" and "DUE 6," a penalty rate

/
I e I .)

Figure 76. "Prisoners Letter" from Camp Sumpter [Andersonville, Georgia] with censor
marking "Exd H.W." [Henry Wirz, the camp's commandant, executed for war crimes
after the war]; postmarked " OLD POINT COMFORT VA JUL 16" [1864] and "DUE 6" in
circle, the penalty rate .
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THE 1847 PERIOD
WADE E. SAADI , Editor
1847 COVERS REFLECT STAMPLESS USAGES
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M .D.

While in the United States the transition from no stamps for postage to stamps being
required for postage was not co mplete until 1855, the general public 's introduc tion to
postage stamps came with the 1847 series of stamps. The recen t sale of the Guido Craveri
co llec tion (Matthew Bennett Auction #262 June 12, 2003 ), which included many usages
from small towns, generated an all-co lor catalog with complete photogra phs of eac h cover.
This co llect ion therefore allows an unprecedented view ing of many unusual covers that
de mo nstra te co mbi nations of post ma rks reflec ting the tr ansition fro m stamples s to
stamped mail in this country.

A. Sender 's Notations
One must disti ngu ish notatio ns and words writte n by the senders of letters from

postal markings. For exa mple, with steamboat letters it was very common for the sender to
write the name of a steamboat on which it was intended the letter would travel. Most of the
time such notations reflec t the actua l usage , but since they were applied before the letter
was actua lly sent, such markings must be co nsidered as directives only.

The usage of the stamp mea ns that the sender wa s prepaying the postage. In the
1847- 1851 period when the first postage stamps were current, there was no requirement to
prepay postage and no incen tive to do so. The rate was the same whe ther a letter was sent
prepaid or du e. The variation in postage depended on the distance a lette r traveled,
enclosure s, and weig ht.

Since the sender knew when he or she was going to prepay the postage, sometimes
this was wri tten on the addre ss sheet, usually for the benefi t of the mail ing postmaster,
taking the form "paid" or the initial s "pd." It was not infreq uent for senders to make such
nota tions on cove rs. Lots 2 1 and 37 in the Cravieri sale are typical exa mples. Four lots
were evidently addressed by the same person: lots 199, 20 I and 202 , all with "pd" in the
center of the cove r and Syracuse . N.Y. postmarks; and lot 304 , which has the same address
as 199, but the postmark is an Albany & Buffalo R.R. dated circle. And one cover, lot 308,
has the notation "pd by stamp," a usage on the Baltimore Rail road.

The second type of sender notation involves the usage of post office box acco unts.
Postage was charged to such acco unts and paid monthl y or quarterly (depending on the
post office), which was a grea t convenience for commercia l fi rms with a large volume of
mail. There are even private handstamps for this usage, although none were present in this
co llec tion. Lot 197 has "chg" with two initials indicating to the postmaster that the postage
was to be prepaid; this was paid by a 1O¢ stamp at the sma ll office of Silver Creek , N.Y.
Despit e the fac t that no stamps were delivered to this office, the postmaster had a grid
ca nce ler that he struck on the stamp twice. Lot 320 has "chg 7 1," a box numb er rather than
initials, but also a box account. The 5¢ stamp was used with blue "EASTERN R.R. Ms.
MAY I" as well as add itiona l "PAID ." Lots 327 and 328 are similar "c harge 7 1" and
"c harge 71 paid" to the same addressee wi th "MADISON & INDNPOLIS R.R." markings
(a different box No. 71 than lot 320). And 330 shows "chg Drawer 56" with bold "MIC.
CENTRAL R.R . Mic. MA R 26" tyin g a 5¢ stamp in black. A blue "PAID" whic h is
unexplained in the catalog may well be a private marking used in conj unction with the
manuscript charge box notat ion.

B. Additional "PAID" markings
Prior to postage stamp usages, a paid letter was marked with the rate and "PAID"

toge ther with the town mark ing to indicate to the recei ving post office that the postage had
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Figure 1. Lot 346, "Paid" written by sender, handstamped blue "5" separat e from 5C
stamp with matching blue grid, "PROVT. WOR. R.R. MAY 2" (1850)
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Figure 2. Lot 124, "5" in blue canceled by two strikes of grid with parallel lines, same
grid on 5C stamp and "MANCHESTER N.H. SEP 20"; presumably the sender changed his
or her mind about sending the letter postage due and paid the postage with a stamp
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already been paid. Thi s would also have been indicated as such on the way bill.
With stamps it was only necessary to appl y the stamp and ca nce l it as well as to

apply a town mark ing. But during the late I840s, it was co mmon for postmasters to add a
" PAID" hand stamp, an unnecessary marking when stamps were used. The re are many
examples of such covers in the sale- lots 10, 86, 87, 93 , 125, 197 , 246, 272 , 3 19 and 335.

C. Additiona l "5" or " 10" ra te markings alone
There are actually two different varieties here: first, just the additional "5" or "10 "

rate markin g struck in addition to a used stamp and town mark ; and second, both a "PAID"
and a "5" or " 10" on a cover with canc eled stamp and postm ark. Thi s second group of
covers wi ll be the next section. Of co urse , when both markings exist on a cover, the
question is immediately raised as to whether the stamp was genuinely used on this cover.
But while some of these item s are questionable, others show well-tied stamps that belong
on the particu lar cover.

Examples of a "5" hand stamp together with a canceled stamp and town CDS include
lots 12 and 13 of Middletown, Ct ., 265 of Providence, 322 of Hud son River Mail, 345
with " PHILA & COLA R.R. MAY 4," and lot 346 (Figure I), "PROV & WOR. R.R. MAY
2." Lot 167 shows a separate " V," a variety of a 5 marking from Glenn s Falls, N. Y. Lot 124
(Figure 2) is a usage from Manchester , N.H. of a "5" whic h has been struck out by two
grid killers with one addi tional strike of the killer tying the stamp. Lot 2 17 shows a similar
usage with a crossed out" 10" rate markin g on a IO¢ cove r from Cleveland , O.

Examples of a separa te" 10" include lots 40 (cogged oval " 10" from Chicago) and
156 of Catskill , N. Y. (Figure 3).

Figure 3. lot 156, "10" in red with 10C stamp tied red grid. rimless "CATSKil l N.Y. DEC
10" [1849]

D. Separate "PAID" an d "5" or " 10" rate ma rkings
In addition to a numeral or a "PAID" handstamp plu s the CDS and the canceled

stamp, covers exist with both separate "PA ID" and a rate handstamp off of the stamp.
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Lot 10, from Hartford, Ct., has a red "PAID" and "5" with a pen canceled stamp that
is tied by the red circ ular town marking. Lot 15 contains two co vers wit h 5¢ stamps
canceled but not tied by pen marks. The Southington , Ct. postmark was applied to the left
of where the stamps were placed in the right hand co rner of the envelopes, an unusual
placement, and there are "5" handstamps on both covers and a "PAID" on the one in
magenta ink. Are these two stampless covers to which stamps have been added? Or are
they additional markings as have been discussed here? When the stamp is tied, it certain ly
helps to establish authentic ity. But the reverse doe s not prove an item is bog us.

Although none were in the sale, 10¢ 1847 covers with separate " 10" and "PAID"
markings do exist. There was a bisec ted 10¢ stamp tied by man uscript "X" with "PAID"
and "5" with "LAKE CHA MPLAIN S.B. NOV 2" in blue, lot 367.

E. Integral "5" or " 10" rate in dated town handstamp
Before the rate change in 1845, town markings rare ly con tained any rate figure. An

exce ption to this would be the series of circular markings with attached rates, a type of
postmark used at only a few towns. However, with new rates of 5¢ for any single letter
under 300 miles and 10¢ cents for beyond , integral "5" and " I0" town markin gs became
th e no rm , not the ex ceptio n. Man y differen t town s ado pte d town mark in gs that
incorporated one of the two rates. The postmasters only had to postm ark letters with a
single hand stamp.

These stand-alone "PAID" postmarks, which were intended for stampless cove rs, not
infrequentl y were used on early cove rs bearing stamps, even though with that usage the
rating marks in the CDS could only serve as a source of confusion. These mark ings are
prob abl y more co mmon than the separate num eral markin gs. Sometimes th ey also
performed a second service, canceling the stamp too. I term these "CDS with integral
rates." Th ey are also common in the next period of the 3¢ rat e fro m 1851 onward.
(Prepayment of postage on domestic letters becam e mandatory Apri l I, 1855; prepaymen t
of postage on domestic letters by stamps became mandatory Jan I, 1856.)

The integra l "5" or "Sets" markings are shown in lots 32 (red "MACON Ga. JUN 25
5"), 54 and 55 (from Louisville, Ky., similar in black and blue), I00 (red Springfie ld, Ms.),
\0 1 (red "BOSTON 10 SE P 5 cts") , 128 (red "NEWARK N.J. I I MA R 5"), 205 (blue
"TROY N.Y. 16 APR 5 cts,"), 2 14 (red Cincinnat i), 228 (red Plymouth, 0.), 276 (Figure
4)(red Burlington, Vt, with large "5" in the tow n postmark), 287 (Figure 5)(unusu al

Figure 4. Lot 276, 5¢ 1847 tied red "BURLINGTON VT. 22 APR 5" [1851]. integral rate
canceling device
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Figu re 5. Lot 287, 5C stamp with grid ca ncel , separate "PAID" and integral rate marking
" WOODSTOCK Vt. JULY 2/5 cts."

placem ent in red "WOODSTOCK VI. JULY 2/5 cts ,"), 296 (red Petersburg, Va.), and 325
and 326 (two different type s of "L. I. RAILROAD N.Y. 5" with datin g in manu script).

The integral 10¢ marks include lots 33 (Maco n, Ga .), 36 (Savannah, Ga .), 11 9 (red
St. Loui s, also repe ated as stamp killer), 130 (red "NEWARK N.J. 22 FEB 10" with pair
of 5¢ stamps [note usage of integral 10 postmark rather than a 5 postmark as in lot 128]) ,
153 and 154 (Buffa lo, N. Y. with s lanted " 10" bel ow date), 2 15 (red Cincinnat i with
di fferent type numeral than 2 14), 267 (red Charleston ), and 366 (a cover with a pair of 5¢
stamps tied by pen can cel onl y, with red "STEAM" and "CINCINNATI O. AUG 16/10"
markings). Th is latter cover is a prep aid steamboat cove r, a rare usage in 1848. Lots 364
and 365 show two Buffalo , N.Y. covers with integral" 10" po stmarks. Bot h pa y IO¢
postage , one by a pair of 5¢ stamps and the other by a IO¢ stamp with grid killers. Both
covers also show an ornate "STEAMBOAT" indicating an origi n outside of Buffalo, Both
are from the same correspondence .

E. "PAID," "5" and " 10" num erals as killers (canceling devices)
T he new stamps req uired defaci ng so they could not be used a second time. The

intended device was a grid so ld by those firms that pro duced postmarking devices. Very
few unu sual ki llers ex is t o n th e 1847 issu e . On e is a zigzag type of grid called a
herringbone from Bin ghamton , N.Y. An example of thi s is show n in lo t 150 . Smaller
towns used all manu script markin gs. Manu script town-n ame markings are uncommon with
the 1847 stamps, which were not distributed to small post offices , but pe n canceling of
stamps was very common during the 1847-1 851 period , eve n wi th handstamped town
markings. The regular circular town marking was also used to cancel stamps.

However, every larger o ffice had the au xiliar y markings for sta mpless co ver s.
Therefore, "PAID" hand stamps and "5" and " IO"numeral s were also commonly used to
cancel the stamps. Thi s usage was less common in the 1851-1861 decade although some
offices used "PAID" handstam ps as killers even dur ing the 1860s.

"PAID" cancels are not rare on 1847 stamps, but they are not at all as common as
pen ma rkings, grids and circul ar town ma rkin gs. Lot s with " PAID" on the stamps as
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cance lers include 58 (on a 10¢ stamp with no town ), 97 (on 5¢, Salem, Ms., also with
separate "5"), 196 (Figure 6)(four strikes of "PAID" with one tying 5¢ stamp from Salin a,
N.Y. ), 286 (Windsor, Vt. ), 288 (Woods tock, Vt. ), 3 18 (three strikes of " PAID" with
Eastern R.R . postmark), 329 (w ith Mad. Riv. & Lak e Erie R.R.), 338 (lO ¢ tied blu e
"PAID" with "NEW YORK & PHILA R.R JUN 2" in blue, double weight or enclosure to
New York) and 339 ("PAID" in octagon of Philadelphia on 10¢ with "NEW YORK &
PHILA R.R. APR 6"-this latter cover probably was sent without a town postmark which
was rectified by the railroad route agent ).
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Figure 6. Lot 196, four strikes of blue "PAID" (three horizontal, one vertical) tie 5¢ stamp,
blue "SALINA N.Y. 5 JUN" [1851]

Numeral "5" markings or "5" in a circle or oval marks are also not rare as stamp
killers, but they certainly make covers more attracti ve. Their usage as killers must have
been due to their availabi lity on the postma sters' counters.

Covers showing a "5" as stamp cancelin g device includ e lots 77 ("5" in oval from
Cumberland, Md.), 91 ("5" with "NEW BEDFO RD Ms. JAN 9" in blue), 138 (green "5"
in octagon with matchi ng Princeton, N.J.), 165 (Figure 7)(cover with three strikes of "5,"
two on stamp and one off from Geneva, N.Y. in blue), 290 (multiple strikes of "5" in black
from Alexandria, Va.), 29 1 (also multiple strikes from Alexandria), 3 10 ("5" in circle with
Baltimore R.R . cancel) , 314 (multiple strikes with Boston & Fitchburg R.R.) and 349
(Troy and Whitehall R.R.).

The " I0" markings include a number on 5¢ stamps with single stamp usage, so the
" 10" had no postal significance when used as a killer. Lots include 185 (three strikes on 5¢
stamp, Owego N.Y.), 216 (pair 5¢ each with one strike red " I0" from Cleveland), 240 (on
single 5¢ stamp from Easton , Pa.) and 303 (" I0" in ova l, also sepa rate "PAID," from
Southport, Wi.).

There were also two covers in the sale that demonstra te the problems with defaced
stamps being acceptable for paying postage. The first, lot 357, shown in Figure 8, is a I O¢
stamp almost cut in half which is nicely tied by a red grid with ra ilroad cance l "U .S.
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Figure 7. Lot 165, three strikes of blue "5," two on stamp and one off, with "GENEVA
N.Y. DEC 23" [1847]

Figure 8. Lot 357, diagonal half of 10C stamp tied grid with red "U.S. EXPRESS MAIL
BOSTON M ass. JUN 2," originally not accepted fo r postage, "20" due, but altered to " 10
Due " on rece ipt with stamp being accepted for postage

EXPRESS MAIL BOSTO N Mass. JUN 2." Th is cover was rated "20" for enclosures and
the stamp was not acce pted at Boston . However, the addressee must have co mplained
because there is a manuscript " 10 due" showing that the stamp was acce pted for IO¢ in
postage. Lot 26 has a 5¢ stamp with the top third torn away, but it is tied by pen across the
top and was accepted at Mad ison , Fla. D
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THE 1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEL, Editor
UNCOMMON FRANKINGS FOR COMMON RATESUSED WITH THE 1869 ISSUE
JEFFREY M . FORSTER

During a recent discu ssion with the 1869 section editor, we discovered that each of
us had independently observed unusua l combinations of 1869 stamps used for ordinary
domestic and foreign rates. What follows is a review of unusua l combinations of the 1869
issue pay ing common rates to domestic and foreign destinatio ns.

Figure 1. French mail to Funchal, Madeira, 27¢ rate

Figure 2. Boston to Hong Kong , 10¢ Trans-Pacific rate
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Siegel 's sale 845, lot 172, offered a cover via French mail to Funchal, Madeira, with
the 27¢ rate paid by a IO¢ yellow green, a 15¢ black (F Grill s, Scott Nos . 96 and 99) and a
2¢ 1869 (Scott No. 11 3). I have seen French mail to unusual destinations, such as Spain
a nd Syria , but thi s combinati on of sta mps fo r the Fre nc h mail rat e to Madeira is
remarkable (Figure I).

Lot 182 in the same sale is a cover from Boston to Hong Kong, China, but the IO¢
Trans-Pacific rate was made up of two 3¢ (Scott No . 114) and two 2¢ brown (Scott No .
113). The cover, shown in Figure 2, has a very unu sual red "PAID ALL" marking in a
circle and San Franci sco markings on the reverse. Normally this IO¢ rate was paid by the
use of a lO¢ 1869 stamp (Scott No. I 16).

Again in the same Siegel sale, lot 192, is a cove r from Vicksburgh, Mississippi , to
Germany, shown in Figure 3, with a IO¢ (Scott No. 11 6), a 3¢ (Sco tt No. 114) and a 2¢
Black Jack (Scott No. 73). The stamps are tied by a black negative star in circle. The 15¢
rate to Germ any was usually paid either by a 15¢ 1869 stamp (Sco tt Nos. 11 8 or 119) or
by IO¢, 3¢ and 2¢ 1869 stamps. Thi s cover is a rare Black Jackll 869 combination .

Figure 3. Vicksburgh to Germany, 15<: rate, 3<: and 10<: 1869 issue with 2<: Black Jack

Lot 183 in the Siegel sale is a registered usage to Cologne, Germany (see Figure 4).
The registered markings appear on the front of the cover ("Recoma ndirt" in a red box)
with the red New York Registered March 26 post mark. Thi s rate of 18¢ (8¢ for the
registration fee and 1O¢ postage) is usually paid by a 15¢ and 30¢ 1869 stamp. Thi s
combination of two 5¢ brown (Scott No. 76) and two 3¢ (Scott No. 114) with a 2¢ brown
(Scott No. 11 3) is a very colorful combination to make up the 18¢ rate.

Finally in this same sale, lot 178 is a dome stic registered cover (l5¢ registration fee)
from Arcanum, Ohio to Alfred, Maine (Figure 5). The 18¢ rate is paid by a IO¢ yellow
green (Scott No. 68), used with horizonta l pair s of the I¢ buff (Scott No. 112) and 3¢
ultramarine (Scott No. 114). I have never seen anothe r cove r with this co mbination of
stamps.
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Figure 4. Registered usage to Cologne, Germany, 18¢ rate
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Figure 5. Domestic registered cover, 18¢ rate
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Figure 6. Domestic regist ered cover, 18¢ rate, 3x 6¢ 1869 franking

The same rate was represented by lot 1104 in a Schwanke sale held in Germany on
June 13, 2003 (Figure 6). Th is cover has three 6¢ stamps (Scott No. 11 5). The cover wen t
from New York to St. Albans, Vermont. The domestic registered rate is rarel y seen with
three 6¢ stamps making up the required postage, as more often the rate is paid with a 15¢
(Scott No. ( 19) with either a 3¢ 1869 stamp or a 3¢ Bank Note.

In the Bennett sale of the Watt White Collection (June 27, 2002), were two covers
(lots 180 and 181), both to Germany. Lot 180, shown in Figure 7, has a 10¢ (Sco tt No.
116) in combination with a 10¢ green on buff entire (Sco tt No. U4 1) paying the double
10¢ North German Union rate to Germany. Lot 18 1, in Figure 8, has a 10¢ (Scott No. 116)
used in combinatio n with a 3¢ pink entire (Scott No. U58) to Stuttga rt, Wurttemb erg. The
entire and 10¢ stamp appear to overpay the 10¢ rate to Germany.

Figu re 7. 10¢ stamped envelope plus 10¢ 1869
paying North German Union double rate, 20¢

Figure 8. 10¢ stamped envelope and 3¢
1869, overpaying 10¢ rate to Germany
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Figure 9. 18¢ rate to Rosario, Argentina, via American Packet and British mails

/

Figure 10. British mail rate from Boston to Manila, 36¢
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In the 2002 Siegel "Rarities of the World" sa le, held on Ma y 18, 2002, two lots stand
out as unusual combinations to fore ign destinations. Th e first is lot 2 174, show n in Fig ure
9, with a I¢ buff (Sco tt No. I 12) and a 24¢ gree n violet (Scott No. 120) paying the 18¢
rate, via American Packet and British mails, to Rosari o, Arge ntina. The two stamps were
intended to prepay the 25¢ rate (betwee n 1/4 and 'I: ounce) for Am erican packet service to
Rio De Janeiro and fro m there by French packet serv ice to Buenos Aires. However, the
French packet service ended by January 1870, and the cover was sent via the new British
rate. Th e 18¢ per Ih ounce rate applied to British mail, and the cover was co rrect ly marked
with an 8¢ credit (note the red "8") .

The second cover in the sa le with an unusual co mbination of stamps is lot 2 179,
illustrated in Figure 10, with a 30¢ 1869 (Scott No. 12 1) and a 6¢ Carmine Bank Note
(Scott No. 159). The 36¢ in postage paid the British mail rate from Boston, Massachu setts
to Manil a, Phil ippin es. This usage is one of the rare co vers in the Pierce cor respond ence,
discovered in Santa Clara, Cali fornia, in 1980. Onl y this cover bears a 30¢ 1869 stamp.
The other covers in the find with 30¢ stamps have the 30¢ 1861-68 issue.

(

Figure 11. 2¢ Black Jack wrapper plus 2¢ 1869 paying 4¢ printed matter rate to France

The last exa mple of an unusual combination of stamps makin g up a foreign rate was
most rece ntly found in Siege l sale 867 held on November 13, 2003, in which Dr. Peter M.
Burrows' collection of Andrew Jackson issues was sold. Lot 11 34, illu strated in Figure II ,
is a 2¢ wra pper, Black on Light Manil a, Die 4, (W57) used to Bord eau x, France, with a 2¢
brown (Scott No. 11 3). The cover has a red "Etats Uni s O. Fr. H No . 2" octagonal French
Packet date stamp and a receiving back stamp. Thi s is the only co mbination of the 2¢
Black Jack wrapper with an 1869 stamp I have see n for the 4¢ printed matt er rate to
France .

Lot 1128 in the same sale is a I¢ 1869 (Scott No. 11 2) used with a 2¢ Black on
Orange, Die 4 entire (U5 6), cance led Detroit , Michi gan, July 19, paying the 3¢ domestic
postage to Lawren ceburg, Indiana (Figure 12). The normal method sta mp used for
domestic postage wou ld be a 3¢ 1869.
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Figure 12. 2C stamped envelope plus 1C 1869 paying 3C domestic rate

The se unusual frankings for common rates allow the collector and the exhibitor to
show a variety of stamps, color comb inations and values on covers to France, Germany,
Switzerland, Hong Kong, or even for the domestic rate . These covers stand a lit in an
exhibit of rate s that were normally paid by common frankin gs. D
l!I~ij

li~
EI~a

PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
http://pbbooks.com

Authorita tive Philatelic Literature

Leona rd H. Hartmann

US, eSA, Maritime, Forgery, GB and the Empire, etc.
Purchaser of major and minor philatelic libraries, stocking new titles from
over 100 pub lishers. 144 page Stock Catalog: $3 to a US address, Foreign by air $5.

PB Blank Pages, Mylar and Page Boxes
The state of the art for both archiva l preservation and appearance, our pages are 100% ca tion
rag, neutral pH and buffered; blank and quadr ille. Custom steel engraved page heads and
panelin g ava ilable. Will run on most Laser Jet Printers. All made excl usively for us in the US.
Page Sampler: $3 to a US address. Foreign by air $7.

P.O. Box 36006, Louisville, KY 40233
Phone (502) 451-0317, Fax (502) 459-8538
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Looking for a professional
who shares you r passion for collecting?

Our clients sometimes wonder

why we get so excited about a

superb stamp, a rare cancel, or

an unusual cover.

T he answer?

We love stamps.

In fact, if we

were n't America's

premier stamp

auctioneers, we

would probably be

America's premier

stamp collectors.
Each Siegel auction is like

our own collection . We hunt for

the best materi al. vVe carefully

present it in one of our award­

winning catalogues . And when

it's done, we get to start aga in!

~crtJi§;d
AUCTION GAL LERIES, I NC.

Scott R. Trepel, Presiden t

So, how can our passion

benefit you?

T hink abo ut it. In any field ,

the best professionals have it in

their blood.

Sports, music,

medicine...stamps.

When you want

the best, you wan t

someone who loves

wha t they do,

because their

en thusiasm and

experience will work for you .

Other sta mp firms can do th e

job by the book . But th e

philateli sts at Siegel have more

of wha t it takes to do the best

job.

For information about our auctions or
to reques t a copy of the next sale catalogue

and newslett er, please write to:
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleri es, Inc.

60 East 56th Stree t, 4th Floor
New York , New York 10022

Phone (2 12) 753-642 1 Fax (212) 753-6429
E-mai l: stamps@siegelauctions.co m

For o il-line ca ta log ues. p rices realized a nd the Sit' 14e1 Eurvclopcdia

www.siegelauction s.com
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CONFEDERATE STATES
THE 5¢ GREEN TWIN SCROLL, MISPLACED TRANSFER
©2004 LEONARD H. HARTMANN

The mispl aced transfers of the CSA General Issue Lithographs are one of the most
difficu lt aspec ts of Confederate philately to study and collect. Without exception they are
rare, and they often require a significant study into the pla ting to identify and further study
into the printing stone layout to fully appreciate their mysteries.

The one partial exception is the 5c Green Twin Scroll from Stone 2, as it is evident to
all that something is quite di fferent. As would be expec ted, it is also the most common
mi sp laced transfer and was perhap s the fir st to be discovered (Figure I ). By " most
common ," the author know s of only four examples, though others may exist: an unused
single and an unused block (by unused, I do not make a distinc tion for gum or the lack of
it), a used single and a pair on cover.

An ea rly description of the Twin Scroll is in Dietz's 1929 book, The Postal Service
ofThe Confederate States ofAmerica, pages 105-106:

The Twin Scro lls - This interesting freak shows a repe titio n of the lower left side
of the design, with no indication of a shift. There is but one explanation: Two transfers.
one slightly ove rlapping the other, and sticking together escaped detection in the gro up,
and we re transferred, jointly, on to the stone. Several shee ts may have been printed
before the Twins were d iscovered, when an erasure was made . A minor fill in of lines
appears in the letter "E" of "POSTAGE", due to "dry stone." Both oddities are of a
temporary nature.

Figure 1. Double Scroll misplaced transfer,
5¢ Green Stone 2, Position 1 over 10

Dietz gives a good story, which has
the esse nce of thi s var ie ty, bu t as more
wo rk has been don e and o the r copi es
discovered it is ev ide nt that several major
details are not right. First, the fill in of the
"E" of postage is a co nstant tran sfer stone
variety and ex is ts o n every example of
Transfer Stone 2, Position No. I, both the
green and blue printings, as are other less
evident characteristics.

In the mid 1960s I obtained a poor
ph otograph of a bl ock of the 5¢ Green
showing this Twi n Scroll variety and from
it I was able to deduce it appeared to be on
a print in g s to ne as Positi on l O o n th e
Up pe r Le ft Pan e . We evi de ntly had a n
up pe r shee t ma rgin a nd o n th e r ig h t a
narrow but still true vertical gutter betw een
the left and right panes; for conformation
note position 2 1 with the evide nt spur on
the fragment of the right pane. I published
th is di sco ve ry in the Conf ed erate
Philatelist , Mar c h 1968, page 22. T he
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Figure 2. Plate Positions 8-9-10 I 18-19-20 I 28-29-30 with misplaced transfers No.1 over
10 and 11 over 20, 5c Green Stone 2
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Figure 3. Normal Positions 8-9-10 /18-19-20, illustrated from Blue printing for clarity

photograph was not clear eno ugh to do any more plating and at the time I assumed that the
eviden t variety was all there was of the study. This narrow vertical gutter between the left
and rig ht pan es does not ag ree with the two known printing stones For the Blue printings
of Stone 2.

A better image of this block showing the Twin Scro ll is now available (Fig ure 2). To
appreciate this va rie ty we mu st firs t ex amine the normal Transfer Sto ne 2 whic h is
illustrated as Figure 3. Th is image is from a Blue print ing as it photographs better than the
Green. The top rowan the transfer stone is laid out poorly with respect to the followi ng
fo ur row s. In essence, the stamps are spaced a bit c loser vertically with respect to the
following rows; position s 5 - 10 are evidently closer together than they should be and
positi on 10 appears odd ly placed to the left. This Transfer Stone layout is by far the
normal arrangeme nt for Stone 2, the layout for virtually all of the stam ps for both the
Green and Blu e printin gs.

If we compa re the small fragment in our Twin Scroll (Figures I , 3 & 4) to the
origin al tran sfer Position 10, Figure 2, it appears to be ide ntica l to the origina l lower left
corner ; however, w ith suc h a sma ll Fragment one can not be ce rta in. A de fini t ive
co ncl usion can be reached by co mpari ng the re la tive po sit ion of this fra gment fro m
Figures 3 and 4 with the normal transfer stone (Figure 2); the exact locat ions are identical.
52 Chronicle 20 I I February 2004 I Vol. 56, No. I



A cover havin g a vertica l pair with
the Twin Scroll mispl aced transfer in the
Hall sale had led to additional discoveries
(R .A . Si egel , S al e 840, December 17 ,
200 I , lot 223; later so ld by Siegel, Sale
867, November 15, 2003, lot 3354)(Figure
4). Th e pa ir wa s plated in the 1920s by
Knapp and annotated on the back as " I &
I I S-2" which is correc t, with a rem ark
"note no. I Rare." Thi s Twin Scroll variety
was evidently noted as something spec ial
and was perh ap s the firs t indi cati on of a
misplaced tran sfer; most Knapp notations
refer to a misplaced transfer.

We no w kn o w thi s m ispl ac ed
transfer No . I is over position No. I0 and
the low er sta mp No . I I is over position
No . 20 on a printing stone, as con firm ed
by the unu sed block havin g th e Twin
Scroll in Figure 3. These two stamps, Nos.
I & II , are in their normal alignmen t with
respect to eac h other, indicating they were
cut from a transfer stone impress ion and
transferred to the printin g stone as a unit.
Th e original No. 10 and 20 on the printing
stone havin g been mostl y eras ed, only a
fraction of No. 10 remains. The rem oval of
the original position No. 20 was complete
and the new No. II is only evide nt in a
multiple as the ex ac t positi on is s lightly
di ff e ren t w ith res pec t to th e adjace nt
s tamps . Exc lud ing th e se two repl aced
transfers and perh ap s a slight clip to the
upper right side of No. 19, every subject in
Fi gure 3 is normal wi th respec t to th e
tran sfer stone, even the fragments of three
stamps on the right pane.

There is another possible explanation
for our misplaced tran sfers, which in this
case I think is more prob abl e th an a n Figure 4. M isplaced transfers, 5¢ Gree n,

Stone 2, Pos ition 1 over 10 and 11 ove r 20eras ure on the prin ting stone. As our No.
1111 was placed over No . 10/20 wit h ext remely sma ll margins I sus pec t the repl aced
transfer s we re made to a printed transfer uni t of 50 whe n thi s printing stone was laid
down. One would print an ex tra transfer impression and cu t position s 1111 from it and
place it over 10/20 and then lay this unit down to produ ce the printing stone . I think the
small but extreme ly sharp separation between the frag me nt and the entire stamp is most
likel y from a sharp knife or scissors cut than from grinding down a sma ll porti on of a
printing stone. Lithographic printing stones were routine ly ground down for re-use but
normally as an entire stone or a large unit and not a small section.

In the near future I hope to do a wrap-up article on the misplaced tran sfers, listin g all
known exa mples with an attempt to put some overall logic into their production . If anyone
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has an example that was not in the Hall sale as a separa te lot, please advise. Knapp and
Hall had most of the known exa mples but not all and new ones are still being discovered:
Leonard H. Hartmann, PO Box 36006, Louisville, Ky 4023 3, Leonard @pbbooks.net 0
USA, Confederate States, & Possessions
Stamps & postal history at

Garfield-Perry March Party
Cleveland, OH 26-28 March

Stephen T. Taylor
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey
England KT6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235

Email : staylor995 @aol.com
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain
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SPECIAL PRINTINGS 1875-84
THE 1875 SPECIAL PRINTING PROGRAM
WILLIAM E. MOOZ

Th ere is a paucit y of certain kind s of inform at ion co ncern ing the program whic h
produced spec ial prin tings of U.S. stamps beginnin g in 1875, and which lasted unti l 1884.
Thi s ar ticle will atte mpt to crea te some co ntex t for the program , although, admittedly,
some of it will be conj ecture, derive d from circums tantial ev ide nce , and some of it will be
the author 's opi nion. All of this speculation resu lts from the fact that the re are incomplete
rec ords, bot h in the governme nt archives, and in the remaining records o f the various
prin ting co ntrac tors involved . Th e technical aspec ts of these stamps have been treated
extensive ly in Luff, and also in Tiffany and Brookman . Luff and Tiffany wro te at a time
which was not very distan t fro m the special printin g program itse lf. Surprising ly, neither
found very much in the way of contemporaneo us publicati ons concerning the pro gram,
and Lu ff, in partic u lar, co nce ntrated o n the c lass ifica tion and identifica tion of th e
individual stamps. Brookman, in volume three, presents a compre hensive overview of the
subject, inc lud ing referen ces from Luff an d othe r stude nts, and this is recommended
readi ng for those interested. Thi s article will not attempt to duplica te what can be found in
these references , for it would serve no real purpose . Instead, the author will attempt to put
the pr ogram in to so me kind of co ntex t, for the purpose of ex pla ining so me o f th e
mysteries surrounding these stamps. In so doin g, exce rpts from Luff, Tiffany or Brookman
are useful, if not indispensable, and will be fully identified as such. The objec tive of this
article is to attempt to discern what the inten tions of the Post Office Department were, and
to try to intu it how these we re interpret ed by the vario us person s and o rga nizations
involved in the process.

We can start with what has become popu larly acce pted . Th at is that the Post Office
Department, during the late 1800s, fair ly frequently received requests from what was then
known as "s ta mp ga therers" for "old stamps ." By "o ld sta mps," the requeste r mean t
stamps which were no longer available from post offi ces, such as the 1847 issue and other
issues which had been superseded by more current issues, and thus were ou t of print , and
out of stock. Thi s circumsta nce was at least partially res ponsi ble for the genesis of the
program . It is also popul arly believed that a seco nd reason for starting the program was
that preparations for the Centenni al Exhibition of the U.S., sc heduled for 1876, we re und er
way, and that it was the wish of the Post Office Department to exhib it stamps which had
been issued in past yea rs. However, there may not have been any of these stamps available
in government stocks.

Evide nce for the involvement of the "s tamp gatherers" is easily found in the Bill
Books which record the payment s to the printing firms for the stam ps, and a typica l entry
from 1875 is shown in Figure I . Evidence confirming the intention to exhibit the stamps in
the Centenn ial Exhibition is less concre te, and is based on an April 6, 1876 entry in the

\ ~....hvJ hLL .. ~,_ I J ...~_ I 'llc,ern~.y~~no><'\.ocu.t4~M9

OT~ (U ~.M~~t~~b.s..L-t.~·~

Figure 1. Bill Book entry, June 30 , 187 5, concerning specimens "for sale to stamp
gatherers"
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Figure 2. Bill Book entry, April 6, 1896, mounting and framing stamps for display at the
Centennial Exhibition

Bill Books for a frame which was designed to contain the stamps to be exhibited. Th is Bill
Book entry is show n in Figure 2.

At any rate, the Post Office Department , through the Offic e of the Th ird Assistant
Postmaster Ge neral, orde red stocks of the various stamps involved , and publi shed a notic e
of their availab ility. A co py of the first origina l not ice is illustrated in Figure 3, and is self
explanatory . Wh ile the records of payment , in the Bill Books, survive, we unfortunately
have no record s of the orde rs placed with the printing com panies, and in fac t, we do not
know whethe r these orders were placed orally or in writing . Co nsequently, we have no
direct evide nce con cerning the detail s of the printing, i.e., whether the stamps were to be
printed with exceptional regard to the quality of the impressions. or the accuracy with
which they matched the orig ina lly issued stamps in terms of co lor. etc. All that we know is
tha t the past issues were to be reproduced in the quantities which were ordered.

Because of the lack of direct evidence , we are left to try to reco nstruc t wha t might
have been ordered. Th ere are some indications that these "spec imen" stamps, as they were
nam ed by th e Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General , were to be fa ithful
exa mples of the origin al stamps, and there are other indications that this was not a priority,
and we can exa mine some of this evidence. But there is also evidence that the Post Office
Department did not seem to be enthusiastic about the program and tend ed to be rather
casua l abo ut it. First, on the minu s side, the most evident indica tions are that the stamps
were to be supplied wi thout gum. Second, the issue of 185 1-1857, which was imperforate,
was not included as a "s pecimen" set, possibl y because the same stamp designs were used
on the regul arly issued 1857 -1861 set, which was perforat ed . Third, the original issue of
1857 -1861 was perforated 15 1h , and the "spec imens" were perforated 12. Fou rth , the
origina l issue of 1869 was gr illed, and the "s pec imens" were ungr illed . Fifth, new plat es
were required for the issue of 1847 , and while these new plates produced stamps which
were very close to the origi na l stamps in their designs . the di fferences can be easily see n.
Sixth , the Department al stamps were overprinted "SPEC IMEN," because these were not
authorized for postal use by other than the officia l gove rnme nt department s. Seventh , the
shades of a number of these "specimens" were sometimes different than the shades on the
ori ginal stamps. Thi s could have been becau se of the lack of the original stamps with
which to make comparison s, or it could have simply been that new batches of printing ink
were used , which were close to the original shades, but not exac tly like them. In any event,
it did not seem to matter that the colors were not exactly the same as the orig inal co lors.
Eighth, the first shee ts of the 1851 Eagle Carrier stamp were perforated instead of being
imperforat e. Thi s was co rrected, but did not seem to deter the sa le of the perfor ated
stamps, eve n thou gh they were not a copy of the original stamps. Last, when the or iginal
stoc ks of a few of these stamps were exhausted, additional copies were print ed , but these
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SPECIMEN POSTAGE STAMPS.

~"$t ~tti(:t IJt~a~fm~"t~
Office of Third Assistant Postmaster General,

Iliviaion of Po.lIlga Stamp. , Stamped Envelop" , and Postal Derde,
\\TM;f 1l NCiTlI N, n, C., M AHCH ~7, 1875.

Tho Departm ent it' (ll'cpnrcd to I'UI'llitolh , 111'0" npplic'ntioll, fi t fflf 'I:I.,,Lu e, specimens of udhes ive
pORl.agOstnmpa issued under its :UltoIpieI'R, IIJ' follows:

ORDINARY STAMPS FOR USE OF THE PUBLIC.

I.. [88Ue of 184-7.-J)CIIOlllillat ioIl8, U !l,ud 10 r-ents, V allie of set, I r. .l·(!IltS.
'2. Issuo of f851.-UCIl01Iliull tio lll'l, I, a, a, In, l ~ , ~.J., an, a ll!1 Hl) ( ~ ell' ~; al tolo t wo 8Cpnl",itc ~Je8r;;jj8 - - "

of t-eeut enrrier 8t'IIlI I'". Vulu« of set, "'1.7i. • "
a. [I/SII,e of rsu I. - Ih!ll lllll inat io lllt, 1, s , », 5 ll I 0, I ~ , I r't ~4 , aO.•uud !IO(' CIl I!O. Vu llie otset, Sl.{)2.
4. Ellsue of 18fiH.- 1h'II 11lll illa tiuIIK, 1, 2, a, I;, I l l, I ~ , I r" ~4,,:W , :LIlli UII f 't ~n t tol . Valllo o f KC t, s t .na
!). IlJIJue (!lIS70, (t""'rntt Hel' i,'s.)-OClllllll in uti fllllol , 1, 2, a, u, i, lel, I~ , If" ~H, au, und 00

cents. Vuluo of set, $~ .

OFFICIAL STAMPS.

I. 1~:r-celttiva.-J)cIIOl1li llatiHII I' , I , ~, a, H, HI!t l 10 t~( ! llt~ . Value of ~t., 2:& cents.
2. ) } cpartllumt of " "lltC .- I)I~iII ' l lIillHt.icl1IHI I ,~ , a, 6, 7, 10, I ~ , I n, ~ .J , :W, uud nor-ents, nnd $2 ,

$5, $U\ and $20. Vuhltl ti l' t'l: t., ~au. .
a. Treasu ,.'V ))dpa l'tmt:1I t .-J)CIIOlllillutiolltol, 1, ~, a, H, 7, 10, 12, Hi, 24-,ao, nIH) 00 cents . Vn.lllc

of' se t , *2.
4. Ha l' lJcp iJl'tm c.·nt ,-l)t·lIulllill at ioli tol, 1, 2 , :1, '. , 7 , 10 , 12 , 15 , ~4, :W, 1\1111 0 0 ec nte . Vf\ lnc

of rot, $2.
5. Na vy )}ejJur tllumt.- l) cllolllillntiolls, 1, 2, a, 6, 7, 10, 1 ~ , ] ';., ~4, :JO, nll tl UO cen ts. V a lue

of ro t, $2 .
6. ] '08t OJ/ice l)eJlm'tment,-lhmhlllirH\t inn~, 1,2, a , G, 10,12 , 15, ~H- , aD, nnrl UO cen ts. Val ue

of set, $ 1.!13. .
7. Department of ti,e l utel'ior .-Donominat ion8, 1, 2, 3, 6, 10, 12, 15, 24, aD, nnd UO cents,

Vallie of BOt, $1. 03.
8. Department of ./"' l'I'ti ce.-l)eIlOillillnt,ioIlEl, I , ~, a, G, 10,1 2, 15, 24, a n, und 1'0 ce nts. Valno

. of set, *1.93 .
~ _~_!!epart'l{en~,~u.>,lv.!~£!.'!~:-:~!~~rn i,~l.!!tiUl)~, l,-~, 3, ~'- ~ ~) , .1~ , 15J .24L 'U,l d , :}O cents, Valuo

of eel, $1.113.
NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL STAMPS.

I. l &8ue (If I Sfl 5 , · -l h ~ I Il 'lIl it lUl io lJ t' , fi, 10 , uud 2 ;, t'c.lIlt",. Vuluu o l' :,tlI , 40 t·cnt.A.
2. f S8 U 6 '!f l b7 ,1.- ll cli ulu illalioll tl, 2 , a, 4-, H, s.u, 10, I ~ , ~.. . :H i , ,IS, lill, 7~, S-l, HO r-en ts , $1.02,

$3, $ 11, i V, $12, 124, %:W, $ 4S, uud *111) , Vullle uf sct , $~04.G(L

The 184 7 nnd IS!)I toIt llllll'S nrc obs olete, uud 110 longe r receivul.lu It ,1' pos lng-n, The subsequent
i68UCS of ordinury etn mps aru Htill vulkl. Th e newspaper uurl pcr iodieul toIhu lipti of l SG5 are nlso uu cu r­
rent; those of the it'riIlO Ill' I S7-l ('HII he 1It\L'C1 0111,)" by puhl ishera ami IICWtoI ug(~ lItH tor mnttcr mailed in
hulk, und er the Ad of .J111 10 2:1, 1874. Tho ollidnl stiliIIIIS '~n ll i lot l'o 'lI1'ccl except till' th o oftlcial lmein oes
of the partlculur Dopu ru uen t tin' whlel I provided.

All th e spce imous fllr nit.hml will hu ungwnmed,. uud th e oflh-inl stum ps will hnvo printed nerose
th o fnee tho wort] U Sp(~( 'imclI ," in 81111\11 typ o. It will 1.0 useless to 1'1'1'1)' for gwn1ned s tumps, or fOI'
ofticial 8tnm ps wi th tho \\,01,.1 H SI'CdIllOIl" omi tte d ,

The ~tnll1 ps will he t'ultl by tmt.jol, H1 Hll\ppli(·.ntioli must 1I0t he nuulctor I l 'SM thnu 0110 full sot of RIIY
iAAIIC, excep t the Sta te I>c.'purttl wnt. ofllolul Htnmpa nllfl tho 1l(!\\'t'I,uI'Clr a111 1 l'0r iO(Ii (~nl stnnrps of the i158110
of 1874. 1'110 rogulnr ,.;('1 01' tho 1( 11'11101' will embrueo nil rho dCll olll in al iom~, frotu J ce nt to 90 cents,
incl usive, valu ed nt $~ ; uml uuy Ill' all of th e other tlt mnm illut iull /'l($~, $:11$ 111 , 111111 *20) will booadded
or sold se purute ly fmlll the r('g"1I1 ul"set, ns desired.

The nCWElpllpCr and I't ~rif)d it 'J,I I:' tl\1II1'5will he Hold ill qu uuf iti es or not less than two dollars' worth
in c81'.11 (~6C , of ""yumllllllilll\liu ll 01' den ouriuutiou« thut 11m)' 110 o rdered .

Under nu cireumstnnces willlJl ll1J1)JJ(be so[t((o/' les« t",'Tt t lteir face nuine.
Payment II\ II " t ill\'lLl"iuhl)' he uuu lu in nUvulw.o in curre nt fun ds fl f t he United States . ,Mutila te d

currcncy, inter lml I"C\ ' CIlIl C nllli put>\ ta~o f'tnillplt, han k d lCd .s Hill1 drat't.tl, will nn l, he n,cce p ted . hut will
in aU cases Uc relllrlw.1 tt) tile souder .

'1'0 immrc grca te l' c.·cr tn illt)' fit' Irn mlllli8Sio,lI, i i, h~ 8 ln)JJ ~JJ urged that rCllIiUn nccs bo mado either
hy money ord er or regiliterccl lot te!r. AppJieanb\ will also i ll d l1t1c H. Hllllidcll t IUllount fur mLlInJ pos tage
Rnd registry too, it hcing IICf;imhlll ttl semI the stulII}'8 IIY l'egish' I'('(! lett er. LOAA(:R ill tllc IImiis 01· by
any m od e of t.rallRlll ittlliulI mnst he nt t110l'iElk of' t ile lltll'ehnscr..

I1iir Applicat iOlhl llllUllld Illl ndtll'(~8St.~ 1 tu HTII~ rlllKl l A KSlriTA NT PU~n[ A Il.T ": 1t (h~ KRAL, 'VASIIlNO·
TON, 1) . C." ,

l'hird JL~tldl'l lf(1l t }'oHlma 8ler tleneral .

i
.j

Figure 3. Initial Post Office Department notice of 1875 offering specimens for sale to the
public (courtesy of Dr . AI Staubus)
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were often on a paper which was not only different than the original sta mps, but also
different than the firs t "s pec imens" which had been supplied. These are ju st some of the
reasons which argue that the "spec imens" were not spec ifica lly intended to be identical
with the original sta mps.

On the plus side, we have the interesting and fairly we ll docum ented story involving
the I ¢ 1851 Franklin Carrier stamp. Apparently one shee t of this stam p was printed on
hard white pa per an d perfo ra ted and submi tte d for approval as a "s pecime n." It was
rejected for the stated reason that the paper used for the original stamp was pink , and not
white, but also possibl y because it was perforat ed . So, afte r some co nsideration, a stoc k of
the orig ina l pink paper was located and was used for the "spec imen" stamp, which was
then issued imperforate . In this particular case, because the original paper was used, and
the origina l plates were also used , separating the "specimen" from the original stam p is
not easy. Th is same situa tion exists for the higher denominations of the 1874 Newspaper
and Periodi cal stamps, where the paper is almos t exac tly identi cal , and where the shades
of color are also almost identi cal. The most striking exa mple of the "spec imens" and the
or igina l stamps being similar probabl y can be seen with the 1865 large News paper and
Peri odical stamps. Th e newly ordered "specimen" cop ies of these stamps were delayed ,
and the Post Offi ce Department foun d that they sti ll had so me stocks of the or iginal
stamps. So they supplied 750 copies of these origi nal stamps to the Office of the Thi rd
Ass istant Postmaster Ge neral for sale to the public as "spec imen" stam ps. Of course, these
cannot be discrimin ated fro m the original stamps, beca use there is no physical difference.

So, some of these "spec imens" were not exac tly like the original stam ps, and some
were. We have no idea wh at the intentions of the Post Office Departm ent were, assuming
that they did have some. But whateve r their intention s were, it see ms that they did not
rea lly pay mu ch atte ntio n to the print ing co mpa nies, and th e producti on of th ese
"spec imen" stam ps . On e exa mple of this is tha t while the stamps were supposed to be
ungumrned, the issue of 1861-1866 and the issue of 1869 were gummed, and there is no
evidence that the Post Office Department complained, or requi red the printer to replace the
stamps with ungummed exa mples. Further evidence of the cas ualness with which the Post
Office Depart ment treated this program was that, although they had or iginally announced
that only co mp lete sets or quantiti es of stam ps total ing $2.00 or more would be sold, they
abandoned this practice and regularly sold stamps in amounts as sma ll as one penny. They
did this at the same time as issuin g a revised sale notice in 1882, as shown in Figure 4,
which contained the origin al stipulation about the minimum purchase quantiti es.

ORDINARY STAMPS FOR USE OF THE PUBLIC.

f 1. Issue If 18+7.-Donominations, s lind 10 cents. Valllo of sot, 15 cents.
2. Iseu« IlI85 1.- Denominlltions, L, 3, 5, 10, ] 2,24-, 30, lind 90 eenta : also two sepnruto dosigns

of l-cout currier stamps. V1I1ue of sot, ~1.77.

3. l ssu-: I!( 18tll.-Donominlltions, I, ll, 3, 5, 10, 12, In, 24, 30, und 90 cents. Vulue of set, ::- 1.!l2.
+. [ ssu« of 18(j9.-Dcuomilllltiolls, 1,2; 3, u, 10, ]~, 15, 24" :.10, lind 90 cents. Vaill o of oct, :t\l.!Jil.
Ii . Ieeu« IIf 1870 , (curre/lt aeriu.)-Denominlltions, 1, 2, (browu.) ~ , (vcr milion,):.I, 5, ti, 7, 10,1 2,

In, 24" 30, and 90 cents. Valuo of SBt, (\2.07 .

Figure 4. Revised notice of 1882 [sic] offering specimens to the public (courtesy of Dr. AI
Staubus)

In any eve nt, the initial orders placed in early 1875 produced stocks of "speci men"
stamps which could mostly be identified as such, either because this was the intenti on of
the Post Office Department , or because there was not a great deal of attention given to
make the sta mps exac tly the same. As an exa mple, the various expertizing co mmittees
usually have littl e or no di fficult y in identifying the "specimens," except in some very
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exceptio nal cases, so long as the sta mps invo lved are from the fi rst group which was
ordered in early 1875.

One might expec t that only "spec imens" of stam ps which were obso lete, or had been
superseded , would be included in this program , but for reasons which are not appare nt, the
program included "s pecimens" of stamps which were then in current use, and which could
be purchased at any post office. The rational e for this is unknown, but it eas ily could have
been that the Post Office Department saw an opportunity to se ll stamps at face value,
which would then not be used for mailing letters, and the profits resulting from this would
accrue to the government. This idea is supported by the fact that the stamps were to be
supplied without gum, making it more difficult to use them for mailing. But whether this
reaso n has any validity or not, one could purchase "specimen" stamps of the then current
issue. Th is is not much different than the present Postal Service marketing stamps to
collec tors. It is a very good way to make money.

Further evidence of this thought comes in the form of the revised announce ment
fr om th e Post Office Dep artment in 1882. Thi s revi si on is ide ntica l to the firs t
announcement (including the dat e! ), except that to it have been added two add itional
stamps, which had just then appeared as regular issue s (the 2¢ vermillion Jackson, and the
5¢ Taylor , Scott number s 180 and 181 ). Thi s is illustrated in Fig. 4 . So, for stamp
collec tors, there were two choices available to get new issue stamps. They could simply
buy them at the post office, or they could send an order to the Office of the Third Ass istant
Postm aster General, where they would be sent the same issues without gum. As might be
expected, sales of those "specimen" stamps which were also available at the post office
were qui te low.

Initiall y, mo st of the "specimen" stamps we re printed by the Nati on al and the
Cont inental Bank Note Companies, and presumabl y both of these companies had some
kind of an understandin g about what was expected of them regarding the printing of the
"s pecimens," if indeed there was any other requi rement other than the stamps should not
be gumme d. Th en , in 1879, the contrac ts wer e fille d by the A merican Bank No te
Company (ABNC). When this happened, changes occurred, and it was j ust possible that
any instructions concerning the "spec imens" which may have bee n given ora lly by the
Post Office Departm ent to the National and Contin ent al were not transmitted to ABNC.

The first change which is appare nt is that the paper on which both the regular issue
stamps were printed and the "specimens" were printed changed from either hard white or
ribbed paper to the soft paper used by ABNC. Th is change was made with no recorded
objectio n from the Post Office Department, which (if they even noticed the cha nge)
appare ntly co ns ide red that the type of paper was not an important fact or in havin g
"specimens" available. Thi s is supported by the actions of the printer and those of the Post
Office Department. The then current regular issue was first printed by Continental on hard
white paper, and when ABNC took over the contrac t, they printed the same stamps on
their soft paper. And, when ABNC printed the "specimens" of that issue, they appare ntly
were simply combined with the hard paper copies then on hand in the Office of the Third
Assistant Postmaster General. By com bining these, any attempt to use postal records to
accurate ly determine how many of the hard paper issues and the soft paper issues were
sold has been doo med.

Two things may be gleaned from this change in printers. The first is that appare ntly
no one see med to care about the type of paper which was used . The second is that when
ABNC took over the cont ract, there was no real reason to order additional "specimens."
There were plenty of the then current issue in stock at the Offic e of the Third Ass istant
Postmaster General, probably because these stamps were the same ones which could be
obtained at post offices . But, dutifully, and perhaps like robots, the Post Offi ce Department
ordered "spec ime ns" to acco mpany the regul ar issues which ABNC was printing . As
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mentioned , there was little point in ordering these, and perhaps it was only done because it
had become practice to order "spec imens" with each order from a printer. Or, perhaps it
was just a bit of "frosting on the cake," to give a bit more business to the printer. We j ust
do not know.

By 1879, the "specimen" stamps began to change. The printings of additional copi es
of the "ol d" stamps, such as the I¢ 1869 and the I¢ State Department, were still easy to
ide ntify as "speci me ns," since they had the distinguishing charac ter istics of either paper
(in the case of the 1869), or SPECIMEN overpr int (in the case of the State Department) .
But "specimen" copies of the then current issues seemed to become increasi ngly difficult
to identi fy positively.

At this point we must speculate. The program to sell these "specim ens" had slowed
down, and was never what one might call a rousing succe ss. Whereas the gove rnme nt had
ordered up to 10,000 copies of most of the stamps, on ly a few of them so ld in large
quantities. In addition, wh ile sales were appare ntly brisk whe n the program began , they
slowed markedly after a yea r or two. The 1880 order for what is now Scott 192-202 was
for only five shee ts of 100 copies of eac h stamp except for the 2¢, of which there were 10
shee ts ordered. One might spec ulate that orders this sma ll were of less interest to ABNC,
and actually more of a nui sance, since they were suppose d to be ungummed and were
del ivered to a different location than the regular issues.

An ea sy tran siti on in logic cou ld have happened . ABN C (wi th or without the
approval of the Post Office Department) could have reasoned that the "s pecimens" were
rea lly supposed to be like the regular stamps, excep t for gum. From this reason ing, it is
just a small step to deciding to supply the regular issue as "specimens." There are a couple
of instances where this appears fairly easy to prove, but the thought also had a precedent ,
in th at 750 co pie s of eac h denomi na tion of the reg ula r issue 1865 Newsp aper and
Periodi cal stamps had bee n used as "specimens" in the early portion of the program.

The most notable exa mple of a regular issue being used as the "spec imen" stamp is
Scott 205C, which was the subjec t of a previously published article. ' This stamp had been
announced as being available as a "specimen" before the regular issue of it reached the
post offices. Stamp dea lers accordingly placed many orders for the "specimen" with the
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General. But these orders went largely unfilled,
wi th the notati on to the customers that there was an insu fficient supply on hand. The
backlog of orders acc umulated until the very day on which the regular issue stamps were
delivered to the post offices. On that day, all back orders were suddenly filled. It is not a
coi nc ide nce that th is stamp is exceedi ngly rare, despite the fact that the records show that
there were 2,463 of them so ld. It is almost a certainty that the regular issue was supplied
for most of these stamps, and that even though they were supplied as "s pecimens," they are
indi stin guishable from the regular issue.

A second example is the postage due stamps. While there was a reasonable number
of the "specimens" so ld, there are virtually no posi tive characteristics by whic h to
determine whether or not the stamp is a "specimen" or ju st a co py of the regular issue.'

Thi s same situa tio n ex ists with regard to Scott 211 B. This stamp suffers fro m
co nfus ion because it has been misid entified as an ex pe rime nta l steam press printing.
In st ead , th e catalog number should represent the "spec ime n" co py of the 1884 2¢
Washington, of which the record s show that 55 copies were sold by the Office of the Third

'William E. Mo oz, "Why is this Stam p Rare?," Chronicle, Vol. 44 , No . I (Whole No.
153)(February 1992).p. 40-52 .

'William E. Mooz, "The Special Printing of the 1879 Postage Due Stamp," Chronicle, Vol.
48, No.2 (Whole No. 170)(May 1996), pp. 103-10.
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Assistant Postmaster General. Not one single copy of these "s pec imens" has ever been
identified as such.' Scott 2 11D, the 4¢ Jackson , is in a similar situation. The records show
that 26 copies of the "specimen" were sold, and there are certified copies in exis tence. But
the di stingui shing cha rac teris tics are etherea l, and the cert ificates often rel y upon
provenance as the sole evidence.

The program came to an end in 1884, perhap s dying a merciful death. The last of the
"s pecimen" stamps were Scott numbers 205C, 2 11B, and 211 D, which were discussed
above. At the end, 1,287 ,611 rem aining unsold stamps were de stroyed. Of the 211
different stamps which were in the program, half of these sold in quantities less than 100
stamps.

From what one may glean from the available evidence, it see ms that the program to
sell "specimens" started as a good idea. In the beginning, these "spec imen" stamps may
have been treated as a special item by the printers. But, over time, as the sales of them
lagged, as printing companies changed, and as the program aged, any attention to detail s
seems to have disappeared, and finally the printers did not alwa ys print "specimens," but
rather just supplied regular issue stamps in their stead.

The way in which the program was conducted has resulted in both philosophical and
practical difficulties for the philatelists of today. Philosophically, one faces the dilemma of
whether a stamp which was a portion of the regularl y issued stamp stock, but which was
sold as a "specimen" by the Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General , should be
class ified as a regul ar issue or a spec ial printing. If a stamp ca n be shown to have
originated from a sale by the 3rd Ass't PM General, is this automatically evidence that it is
a spec ial printin g? If so, the first sales of the 1865 Newspaper and Periodi cal stamps,
which are known to have originated from the remainder stocks of the regular issue, would
legitimately be "specimens." Proof of ori gin might be an accompanying receipt , or a
provenance which traces the stamp back to its origin at the Office of the 3rd Ass't PM
General.

If it is accepted that any stamp which had its origin with the Office of the 3rd Ass't
PM General should be classified as a special printin g, then the practical problem surfaces.
It is how one can distinguish a special printing from the regular issue, in those cases where
the differences might be either ephemeral or non-existent. Thi s poses special probl ems for
expertizing committees who may be faced with attempting to decide about an alleged 1879
Postage Due special print ing, or an alleged copy of the 1882 5¢ Garfield, Scott #205C,
neith er of which was acco mpanied by an acceptable provenance. It also poses special
problems for catalog publi shers who attempt to include details about the numbers of
stamps issued or sold. The best example of thi s is the 1882 5¢ Garfield, where it is
reasonabl y clear that about 300 of the true "specimen" stamp were printed and delivered ,
and that the remainder of the 2,463 stamps sold were actually from the regular issue stock.
Although the number of 2,463 has been verified with the records, one must wonder
whether this number should be shown in the catalog, since the vast majority of these
stamps have disappe ared into anonymity, because they cannot be distinguished from the
regular issue.

Despite these anomal ies (or perhaps because of them ), the co llection of special
printin gs from this program offers challenges and great reward s, because of the rarity of
the stamps. 0

"William E. Mooz, "Why is this Stamp (Scott #2 11B) Not Rare",' Chronicle, Vol. 45, No.3
(Whole No. 159)(August 1993), pp. 195-205.
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WANTED...
.. .for our web site, www.uspcs.org. We are in need of short and brief
synopses for the following issues;

1851 - 1860
1¢ and 24¢

1861 - 1868
1¢, 2¢, 3¢, 5¢, 10¢, 12¢, 15¢, 30¢ and 90¢

Banknotes
1¢ through 90¢ - A single synopsis covering the entire banknote issue may
be appropriate rather than individual ones.

REWARD...
.. .yourself and your Society by contributing a couple of hours of your time.
The Classics Society web site is our largest source of new members. By
making these synopses available to a site visitor, we show that joining can
benefit the collector in a most important way; by adding to their knowledge
base and providing information they seek.

If you are comfortable in your understanding of any of these issues and you
would like to give back something to the Society, please contact me. I will
assist in any way necessary; from helping you organize your facts to simply
editing it. You can check the web site to see what has already been written
and join a prestigious group of those who helped construct the best
philatel ic home page on the Internet.

Respectfully,

Wade E. Saadi
wade@pencom.com
212-513-7777 ext. 101
40 Fulton Street
New York, NY 10038-1850
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
RICHARD F. WINTER, Editor
THE HAVANA MARKINGS OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, AND
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, USED ON

INCOMING STEAMSHIP MAIL
YAMIL H. KOURI, JR. , M.D. AND THERON J . WIERENGA

(continued from Chronicle 199:230 )

Figure 12 sho ws the evolutio n of the stra ig htline HAVANA. markin g used at
Savanna h. The gradu al changes that it suffered, after bein g in use for more than a decade,
can be apprec iated. Even though the handstamp's appearance in 1859 is clearly different
than in 1848, this is most likely due to its wear, misalignme nt, and di rt build up rather than
to the ex istence of se parate pos tmarks . Table I summarizes the covers known to the
authors with Savannah 's straightline HAVANA. mark ing.

The Charleston Ma r kings
Whil e Savannah started using the straightline HAVANA . marking immediately afte r

the creation of cont ract steamship mail and throughout the 1848-1859 period when the
Isabel was runn ing between Charleston, Savannah and Havana, Charleston did not begin
use of a HAVANA marking until mid 1854. It wou ld appear tha t both c it ies were
responding to a need to explain why a higher rate was being applied to these letters, but it
is not known why Charleston decided to wait five years to follow Savannah's exa mple.
The simple word "Havana" quickly told the addressee the reason for the steamship rate.

The first reaction of the Charleston post office to the new steams hip rates was the use
of manuscr ipt mark ings to indicate the amount of postage due, followed by the very brief
use of a separate" 121/2" handstamp in late 1848 and early 1849. Later on it star ted using
two differ en t cds markings with the integral 12 112 ra te . The first one was 32 rnrn in
dia meter and is known used from March 1849 to May 1850, and the second one, 35 mm,
is known used between December 1850 and May 185 1. Both of these hand stamps were
always applied in red.

Afte r the steams hi p rate for Cuban letters was reduced to 10¢ per 112 ounce ,
Charleston used its regular circular date stamps with the integral 10¢ rate. These ca n be
found in red, blue, and black ink.

As Charles to n hand led muc h more co ntrac t stea msh ip mai l fro m C uba than
Savanna h did , it eventua lly incorporated both the 10¢ ra te mark ing and the word
"HAVANA" into a large circular townmark. This marking mad e it easier to rate letters as
only one strike from a single instrument was required as compared to the three different
markin gs Savannah used .

In mid -1 854 , a new sty le of circular town mark, whic h reads CHARLESTON
S.C.lI O/HAVANA, was put into use on mail coming from Havana. The " 10" rate appears
just above the word "HAVANA," in a slight arc. This marking was used in blue and black
ink, the form er far more common. Figure 13 illustrates a cover struc k with this marking in
blue, dated July 25 [1854] , and inscribed to the Isabel.

Another examp le of this marking is found in Figure 14, an item of spec ial interes t to
collec tors who enjoy ship inscriptions on covers . The letter is dateli ned "Havana 7 Septr
1854," and the CHARLESTON S.C.lIOIHAVANA mark ing is dated September 12. What
makes this cover unusual is that the cove r was inscribed to and was carried by the "St
'Gov Dudley" from Havana to Charlesto n. The steamship Governor Dudley was a small,
408- ton steamer that made seven trips in substitution for the Isabel during 1854 while the
Isabel was in New York for annual repairs. The Isabel was overhauled every year, during
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Figure 12. Evolution of the straightline HAVANA marking used at Savannah.
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Table 1 - T he Savannah HAVANA. Markings

Date Color Townma rk HAVANA. Rate Comments

10/28/1848 Red C-27, stars 2 Y2 rnm height 12Y2, ms. Kouri
STEAM-BOAT

1115/1850 Red C-27. stars 2 Y2 rnm height 12Y2, ms. Wierenga

11125/1850 Red SAVANNAH Ga.l6 2 Y2 mm height 6 in townmark Wierenga, to
Kennebunk Port , Me.

11/25/1850 Red SAVANNAH Ga.l6 2 Y2 mm height 6 in townmark Kouri , to Topsham,
Me.

3/26/1 854 Black C-27 , stars 10, DOC - 18 Arthur White, to
mm Augusta Ga.

4/1111854 Black C-27, stars 2 Y2 rnm height 10, DOC Wierenga

11*7*1855 Black PRINTED 2 Y2 mm height 2,DOC Goldsmith
CIRCULAR

10/27/1858 Black C-27 , stars 10, 8 Y2 mm Ex. Ibanez to NY

12/28/1858 Black C-32, year date 3Y2 mm height 30 in circle Goldsmith

1113/1859 Black C-32. year date 3Y2 mm height 30 in circle Wierenga

2/12/1 859 Black C-32, year date 3 Y2 mm height 10, straightline Goldsmith

2/28/1859 Black C-32 , year date 3Y2 mm height 10, straightline Wierenga

3/12/ 1859 Black C-32 , year date 10, 8 Y2 rnm Ex. Iglesias to NY

3/12/1859 Black C-32 , year date 3 Y2 mm height 15 in circle, Kouri
ms. 10, ms. 12
decimes

3/28/1859 Black C-27 , stars 3Y2 mm height 10, straightIine Wierenga

5/23/1 859 Black C-27 stars 3Y2 rnm height 20 , straizhtline Goldsmith

7/31/1859 Black C-27 , stars 3Y2 rnm height 15, 16¢ in McDonald
stamps

which time a replace me nt vesse l was used to ca rry the mails to Havana, eithe r a sma ll
s tea me r or sa iling sc hooner. Thi s cover ar rived in Charl eston on Govern or Dudley's
second return voyage. Th e Governor Dudley was rename d Catawba on May 8, 1857 (not
to be confused wi th the 1,64 3-ton Cahawba w hic h be g a n r u n ni ng th e Ne w
York-Havana-Mobile route in early 1854 with the Black Warrior ).I'

Figure 15 illustrate s a blue CHARLESTON S.C.llOIHAVANA marking inscribed
"pr 'Granada," and was docketed "June 7, 1855." Despite the routing endorse me nt on the
letter, it was probably carried by the Isabel into Charl eston. Any cove r from the Caribbean

"W.M. Lytle and F.R. Holdcamper, Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States 1790- 1868,
revised edition (Staten Island, New York: Steamship Histor ical Society of Amer ica, 1975), p. 87.
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Figure 13. The blue CHARLESTON S.C.l10/HAVANA, put into use in 1854 on mail coming
f rom Havana.

Figure 14. The blue CHARLESTON S.C.l10/HAVANA marking on a cover carried by the
steamship Governor Dudley while the Isabel was being overhauled.
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Figure 15. The CHARLESTON S.C.l10/HAVANA mark ing, in blue, on a cove r inscr ibed to
the Granada, but carried by the Isabel, after the Granada had an accident to her
machinery.

arriving by steamship at Charleston and inscribed to a stea mship other than the Isabel
requires further research. In this case, the New York Herald of Jul y 14, 1855, reported that
the Granada broke her cylinder head on June 6 as she left New Orleans for Havana. She
returned to New Orleans on June 7 under tow. Evidently, this Cub an letter was marked in
anticipation of the arrival of the Granada, and then was sent by the Isabel a few days later.

The CHA RLESTON S.C./IO/HAVANA ma rkin g is a lso know n w it h the
"HAVANA" slug inverted in the marking. Two exa mples have been record ed by us, and
they were both applied on the same day. A very nice example is shown in Figure 16. Thi s
stampless folded lett er is datelin ed "Mats 19 Nov 1855 ." On the letter face is a black
CHA RLESTON S.C./HAVANA/lO, with the "HAVANAII O" portion inverted. The face
also has poor strike of the earliest type of Matanzas cds (known as "Baeza") in blue, and a
matchin g numeral 1 hand stamp for one real intern al fee prepayment , which was struck
over the left side of the Charl eston marking. One real was the Cub an interna l fee from
Matanzas to Havana. The cover is inscribed "Ocean Bird ," an unu sual ship name for a
cover carried into Charleston. The Ocean Bird was a 1,476 -ton wooden , paddl e steamship
originally laid down for North Atlantic service, a service that she never entered. For a brief
time in 1855 and 1856, she operat ed on the route between New York and New Orleans, via
Havana." In 1856 she was sold to Cuban owners and renamed Pajaro del Oceano, i.e, .
Ocean Bird ," The November 28 date in the Cha rleston marking confirms that this cover

"New York Herald , August 7, 1855 and November 3, 1855.
"N.R.P. Bonsor, North Atlantic Seaway, 6 vols. (New York: Areo Publishing Company,

1975-80), Vol. I, p. 326.
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Figure 16. A black CHARLESTON S.C.l10/HAVANA marking with the "HAVANA" slug
inverted and inscribed to the Ocean Bird.

was ca rried into Ch arleston by the Isabel. 14 The New York Herald supplied the info rma tion
that help ed an swer the qu est ion why the lett er was insc ribed for the Ocean Bird. Th e
Ocean Bird arri ved in New York on Nove mber 25, having left New Orleans on the 15th
and Havana on the 20th. Th e letter, which was written on November 19, apparently did not
ge t to Havana in time to co nnec t with the Ocean Bird . Instead, it was put on board the
Isabel a few days later and entered the United States mails at Charleston. "

Of all the stea ms hip markings with the word "HAVANA," the cds from Charleston is
by far the most freque ntly recorded . Even though this type of postmark offered a great deal
of co nvenience to the post office, it cou ld only be used on single weight letters addressed
to the Uni ted States. Multiple weight letter s, or those addressed abroa d , required a
different type of handstarnp and rate asse ssment. During the mid to late 1850s, Charles ton
used a straightline HAVANA markin g measur ing 26x4 mm. Th is very scarce markin g was
used with a regular cds, and usually manuscript rate marks, although rate handstarnps
sometimes also were used .

There are mu ch fewer examp les of th e HAVANA straigh tli ne markings from
Charles ton than that of Savann ah. The former handstamp has been record ed in blue ink
from 1854 to mid 1855, and in black ink between 1855 and 1856 (at least).

Figure 17 provides an example of the straight-line HAVANA marking of Charleston
in blue ink. The letter is headed "Duplicate Origl p Philadelphia," and da telined " Havana
23d Ap ril 1855." Th e Ch arleston townmark is dated April 28 . The manu script "20" was
the postage due for a double-rate stea mship letter from Cuba.

The cove r show n in Figure 18 is the outer sheet of a folded letter that originated in
Havana on Jul y 22, 1854, and was addresse d to London. It was carried by the steamship

"New York Herald, December 2, 1855.
"Ibid., November 26, 1855.
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Figure 17. The blue straight-line HAVANA on a double weight letter.

Figure 18. The blue straight-line HAVANA on a 29¢ rate cover to london.
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Isabel into Charleston , where the post office appli ed a circ ular datestamp of July 25 and a
straight-line HAVANA marking, which denoted the origin of the letter, both in blue ink.
The letter was sent to New York where a red NEW.YORK/A". PACKET. marking dated
July 3 1 was applied to the reverse. New York also struck the black 26 marki ng on the face,
the deb it to Great Britain for a letter to be carried acro ss the Atlantic by an America n
contract vesse l. The New York and Havre Steam Navigation Company steamship St. Louis
carrie d this cover to Southampton, dep arting from New York on her maiden voyage on
August I, 1854. 16 Th e red crayon "34" is a bit of a puzzle. It may have been applied at
Charleston to denote the total unpaid letter rate of IO¢ + 24¢ . Thi s was incorrec t, however,
s ince the IO¢ steams hip rate was intend ed to be substituted for the 5¢ inland posta ge,
mak ing the total rate on this letter 29¢. It is quit e possible that the Charleston postmaster
did not understand this. Wh atever the meaning of the red crayo n "34," it did not affec t the
treaty accounting between the United States and Great Britain . The Briti sh receiving mark
on the reverse was dated August 14, 1854, and was consistent with the arr ival of the St.
Louis. The pen scraw l just to the left of "London" in the address was marked in London
and was a statement of the postage due, " 1/2112" ( I shilling 21

/ 2 pence), the equi valent of
29¢ .

The cover in Figure 19 shows an uncom mon use of the HAVANA postmark on a
letter sent from a sugar mill in Cuba on Novembe r 4, 1854, origi nally addressed to Erie,
PA. Charleston applied its cds along with the straightline marking and a large " I0," each in
blue ink. However, in Erie the letter was forwarded to a postmaster in Cleveland , Ohio and
re-rated as FREE. There is only a handful of reported free covers that originated in Cuba,
as either ship or stea mship mail.

Figure 20 shows an exa mple of Charleston' s straightline HAVANA in black. It' s a
heavy letter addressed to New York that origi nated in Havana on December 22, 1855, and
was received in Charles ton on Decemb er 28. It was inscribed to the Quaker City, but was
carried into Charleston by the Isabel . The Quaker City had ju st been placed on the New
York to Mobile via Havana route. The Isabel departed Havana on Decemb er 25, while the
Quaker City did not depart until December 27. This letter has the typical Charleston cds in
black and a manu script "60" in pencil. This is one of the highest rates seen on incom ing
steamship letters from Cuba, a sextuple weight. The letter's brief content ex plains its high
weight. It simply reads "Gutierrez and Casal beg you to forward them." The enclosures no
doub t consisted of several letters to Europe. The addressee, J. M. Ceballos, was a well
known Cuban forwarding agent in New York.

Our last cover, Figure 2 1, shows another very unusual usage of this marking. Th is
letter was sent from Havana to Dundee, Scotland. Cha rleston applied its cds on Decemb er
28, 1855 (the exac t same da y as the previou s cover t), and the stra ightline HAVANA
hand stamp , both in black ink. It was then sent to Boston, where it arrived on January 2
[1856] in time to ca tch the Cunard steamer Asia to Liverpool. Boston applied its black cds,
along with the "5" and the small" 10." The 5¢ debit marking was firs t applied for an
unpaid letter from the United States. It was over-struck with the 10¢ debit marking when it
was realized that the letter was from Cuba. The letter arrived in Liverpo ol on January 14
where the scarce ART-2 and AMERICA! LIVERPOOL cds were applied in black. It
reached the addressee the following day, who was charged one shilling two and a half
pence, eq uivalent to 29¢.

Table 2 summarizes the covers with Charleston 's straightline HAVANA known to
the authors. At around the time of the outbreak of the Americ an Civil War, both Savannah

"Walter Hubbard & Richard F. Winter, North Atlantic Mail Sailings 1840-75 (Canton, Ohio:
U.S. Philate lic Classics Soc iety, 1988). p. 115.
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Figure 19. A cover showing both the blue straight-line HAVANA and a FREE marking.

-
Figure 20 . A sextuple weight letter with a black straight-line HAVANA marking of
Charleston.
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Figure 21. A black straight-line HAVANA on a 29¢ rat e cover to Dundee, Scotland.

and Charleston stopped using their HAVANA postma rks. Also, in the second half of the
19th cent ury the majority of incoming contract steamship mai l started arrivin g in other
port s such as New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore . It is likely that the grad ual, and then
abrupt, decline in mail volume in the Southern ports ended the use of the HAVANA
markings, although there may have been other reason s. After the Civil War very littl e
steamship mail came via Charleston or Savann ah. In fact, there are no recorded steamship
markings from these two ports after the post-bellum period. The only other American port
that used a handstamp with the word "Havana" for contract steamship mail before the
Universal Postal Union was Baltimore , which applied a small circular FROMIHAVANA
between 1869 and 1871.
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Chro
Ta ble 2 - T he Char lest on HAVANA Marki ngs

Date Color Rate Comments

07/25/54 Blue 34,26 debit Wierenga

11/ 14/54 Blue FREE over 10 Kouri

2/14/ 1855 Blue ms. 20 Arthur White to
Portland, Me.

04/28/55 Blue ms.20 Wierenga

12/28/55 Black ms. 20, pencil Ex. Iglesias to NY

12/28/55 Black ms. 60 Kouri

12/28/55 Black 29, 10 debit Kouri

o

F A K E!
A dreaded word to any collector or dealer who's

stuck with faked, fraudulent, forged, or otherwise
counterfeit U.S. related philatelic material

SOLUTION?
Donate your spurious philatelic material to

S.C.R.A.R
Stamp & Cover Repository & Analysis Program

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society
To arrange a potentially tax deductible donation, contact:

Michael J. Brown P.O. Box 300, Lightfoot, VA 23090
S.C.R.A.P . Administrator Telephone: (757) 565-4414
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society E-mail: Brown621@aol.com
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THE COVER CORNER
RAYMOND W. CARLIN , Editor
ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COV ERS IN ISSUE 197-198
With regard to the POST PAID markings illustrated in as Figures 1-3 in Issue #200 ,

Route Agent Tim O' Connor now agrees that these markings were applied in London .
However, he did mention that Philadelphia used a very similar marking, which is illustrated
here as Figure I. He wonders if the markings for both citie s are identical, and why none of
the other major co lonia l cities had the handstamp. Can anyone provide answers?

Figure 1. Philadelphia to Lancaster cover, "POST I PAID" in circle
ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE 200
As we receive d no answers for the problem cover of the last issue, we' ll carry it over

until next issue. Here's the puzzle:
Two U.S. stamps-a 5¢ Jackson and a 3¢ Washington-are apparently the only postage

pa id on thi s cover fro m Ca nada submitted by Route Age nt Ron Burns (Figure 2). As
show n by a boxed "C.W.RY.STATION P.O. / MY 5 80 / HAM ILTON" on the front, and a
MY 5 80 CD S of Hamilton, Canada on the reverse (not illustrated), it entered the mails in
Canada. Addressed to San Franc isco, Cal. , it arrived on May 12 as indicated by a second
CDS (not show n) on the back .

Agent Burn s' questions are:
I. Why 8¢ po st age ? A co nve nience overpay me nt? An attempt to pay the 5¢

Registered fee of Canada? (He notes the 3¢ stamp was placed on the envelope first, for the
5¢ overla ps the 3¢.)

2. Were U.S. stamps allowed for use in Canada for any purpose at this late date?
3. Why no postage due markings?
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
Route Agent James W. Milgram, M.D., submitted the transatlan tic cover in Figure 3,

addressed to Berlin, Prussia. It features two I¢ 1851 issue stamps affixed in the upper left
corner, with black manuscript PAID 22 over the stamps and a two line "Washington Mo
Oct 2 1" in the upper right corner. The remainder of the front of the cover should be clear
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Figure 2. Canada to San Francisco, boxed "C.W.RY. STATION P.O. I MY 5 80 I
HAMILTON" plus Hamilton My 5 80 CDS on reverse, 8¢ U.S. postage
Figure 3. Washington, Mo. transatlantic cover to Berlin, OCT 29 NYC CDS
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enough to discern. There is a red Aachen 10-Nov transit marking and a black II-Nov
receiving CDS on the reverse. This cover poses many question s, not least of which is
whether the 1851 stamps are original to this cover. Anyone care to hazard a guess at this
point ? Can the cover be year dated ? Under which postal convention was it handled? What
do the black New York exchange CDS, manuscript blue 13 and Aachen transit markings
have in common?

****** *
Please send to The Cover Corner Editor your answers to the problem covers for this

issue, and any further discussion of previou s answers to other problem covers, as soon as
possible, preferably within two weeks of receiving your Chronicle. The "go to press"
deadline for the May 2004 Cover Corn er is April IS, 2003. I can receive mail at 605
Maple Trace, Cincinnati , OH 45231-4166 and via an e-mail addre ss:RWCarlin @aol.com.

New examples of probl em covers are always needed for The Cover Corn er. High
resolution copiers, either black and whit e or colored images, have proven to be quite
succes sful in reproducing cov ers. Please send two copies of each cover including the
reverse if it has significant markin gs. It is also important to identify the color of mark ings
on covers submitted in black and white . Thanks. 0
United States Stamp Society
(Formerly the Bureau Issues Association)

Join the premier society specializing in postage and revenue issues of the
United States and U.S. administered areas of the 20th and 21st centuries.
Members receive the authoritative journal

The United States Specialist
For a sample copy and membership information send $2 to:

USSS Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 6634, Katy, TX 77491-6634
Visit our website: www.usstamps.org
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Sell in Haste .
Repent in Leisure!

Fast, Confidential

LOANS
On

United States and Worldwide Stamps,

Covers and Postal History

LOANS NORMALLY PROCESSED IN 48 HOURS

SEND OR CALL FOR OUR BROCHURE

Edelman's Loan Office
301 York Road Jenkintown, PA 19046

(215) 572-6480 Fax: (215) 572-6482

E-mail: Edelmanscoins.com

Jon D. Edelman, President

Established 1926

Licensed & Bonded by the
Banking Dept. of Pennsylvania
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CENTENNIAL Albums and Pages wanted,
new or used having a page size of 9'/. in.
w ide x 11'/. in. high, not inc luding hinge
portion . Write : John A . Lange, Jr., 373
Root Road , Ballston Spa NY 12020-3227.
Tel.: 518-882-6373 . (204)

NEED FOR EXHIBITION: Postm aster &
County cancels. Sharp strikes, w/fancy
killers on clean covers-Postal stationary
OK. E. Idoff, 332 Bleecker 51. G-20, NY,
NY, 10014 (202)

" M ad River & Lake Erie RR" cancel on
cover w ith any of t he ff. : Sc#1 (5¢47), #7
or #9 (1¢51). Write or fax: D.F. Shea, 4106
S.R. 269 , Bellevu e OH 44811; (419) 483­
6400. No phone please. (205)

PLATED 3¢ 1851-57s. For net price li stings
and w eekly auctions ple as e visit :
www.stamps4collecto rs .com . Enl ar g ed
photos of many plate positions onl in e.
(204)

BADLY NEEDED: Leonminste r, MA, 1861
usage of 1861 stamps. Cove rs preferre d
but w ill be thrilled with any sort of notice,
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(203)

YOUR AD HERE FOR SO¢A LINE
Send payment to : Rich ard M. Wrona, P.O.
Box 7631, McL ean, VA 22106-7631. Next
Deadl ine : April 5, 2004.
C

'fr 516-822-2562
-Mylar is a trade name of DuPont

KRISTAL KARE, INC.
P.O. Box 396
Hicksville, NY 11802

For Philatelists, Numismatists, Ephemerists,
1 • Archivists, Collectors and Savers.

_ "y stable
Protective Pouches _ t dimenslona D onlY!

9 Iner , ,,* Type
lear stron, t's "MylarThe c '- Dupon

f -
I we use IS . Pouches for philatelic covers.1m.Pouches for page &document protection.

• Pouches for exhibit pages.
• Folders & Pouches for document preservation.
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Your Confidence is our
Guiding Value!

At Ivy & Mader we take pride in our integrity,
reliability, and personal service.

All of our efforts are directed towards assuring
you that your valuable stamps and covers are

in the best of hands.

Call or write Walter Mader or George Eveleth to further
inquire how Ivy Mader Philatelic Auctions, Inc.

can assist you in the sale or the building of your collection.

Past or current catalogues available free of charge
to Classics Society Members.

Call Today 1-800-STAMPS-l

Philatelic Auctions. Inc.

775 PassaicAvenue
West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006

Phone: 973-&82-0887 • Fax: 973-&82-3499
Email: wmader@ivymader.com· geveleth @ivymader.com ••Est. 1914
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Important news for the specialist in U.S.
19th Century Classics and Philatelic Literature...

WE'RE YOUR KEY RESOURCE
ON THE INTERNET.••

t MAP

We're Internet-ciriven, but
with the kind of personal

touch you've come
to expect from us.

Visit our webs ite regularly to
view and purchase from our

large stock of 19th century
stamps, fancy cancels, postal
history, essays & proofs, and

philatelic literature.

JAMES E. LEE'S

Philatelv
ONTH~EB

(iETOURLATEST
CATALOG OF
PH ILAltl lC
U TERAltJRE ftulut' Lite-.....
OneofAmmt:a""tl u.s.rna" Pro••,_0£,-,,_ ~
Clifk H~ to or'" "/'U tGpJ I.9tl C!'!!!wy Stuyt.
Ody U wbr::h a:bIn ClU f!!!T C-.c..b
~r.. S5 01f'''' lir. l'p..... 1iIuIon

www.jameslee.com
A visit to our Internet website
is much more than just "click" and "buy".

Unlike many websites, ours has become a major resource for the collector of America's classic
philately and literature . For not only does our site offer countless examples ofoutstanding philatelic
material and literature, you'll also find important information, articles and resources (including our
quarterly newsletter-both the current issue and back issues).

For the astute philatelist, the Internet is no longer the "wave of the future." It is now one of the
chiefengines for the dissemination ofphila­
telic knowledge and commerce. "Book­
mark" our site and visit us often!

Get our newest philatelic litera­
ture catalogI Only $5 refundable
with purchase. Call, write, fax or

e-mail us todayI Attn: Dept CL.

(847) 462-9130
Fax: (847) 462-9140

E-Mail: jim@jameslee.com
Website: www.jameslee.com



Hale 1954

lJ, "ITIoU ST4'IF.S

c.:O\"[IS

.-... -~liM, ......

Krug 1958

fln I:JJ\T In.l..K·~o~ ST I"'!

1_1161 'i:'

......

Hill 1959

The

INEWBURY

~ Collection
..... ,

Newbury 1962

Grunin 1975

Sheriff 1985Haas 1980

Neinken 1970

n.
MORmtER L. NEJNK£N

CoLdioo

FROM nu
MARC HAAS COLUCTION

~."--_"~" I.". "

,.,...u.-~""_.I.".•L

r----------

I UNITED STATES
I POSTALHISTORY

J DAVIn R KER

Baker 1978

'-'.w-,...............

Matth ies 1969

' ..

~---- _-...-

"._,..-f-.l"-,C_"
"100«_"''''

, rrJ1;, ST-'rES

PCh"T.U. IIlSTOU\' onu s

Lilly 1967

Rohloff 1977

TIlE )06IA1I Ie UUY

COLLECTION

Cl .A;\SI C nxrrrn ST ,\TF_'i

. T "'IPS A.."D CO\'l·:RS ..... l
V[RNO. · R. ~ORRI SJ R. M.ll .

U ' U H II O

l1-USI(; .. "JTU) nAu.nAlien

11"""'"110''' Ul'QI ''''fTT .....Onu.o..

...... ,...-. .. ..- ._....

--,.- _.._....._......__.-._-
Rust 198 7 Kapiloff 1992 Honolulu Advert iser 1995 Morris 1997

Great collections have one name in common.


	Cover
	In This Issue
	In Memoriam
	In Memoriam: William S. Dunn (1927-2004)

	Carriers and Independent Mails
	Boston to Saint John Steamboat Mail

	Guest Privilege
	Due 6 Cents

	1847 Period
	1847 Covers Reflect Stamp less Usages

	1869 Period
	Uncommon Frankings For Common Rates Used with the 1869 Issue

	The 5¢ Green Twin Scroll Misplaced Transfer
	Special Printings 1875-84
	The 1875 Special Printing Program

	Foreign Mails
	The Havana Markings of Savannah, Georgia , and Charleston , South Carolina, Used on Incoming Steamship Mail

	The Cover Corner
	Answers to Problem Covers in Issue 197-198
	Answers to Problem Cover in Issue 200
	Problem Cover for This Issue

	Index to Advertisers



