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THE PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS PERIOD
JAMES W. MILGRAM, Editor
ORNAMENTED MORTISED HANDSTAMPS
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M.D.

Straight lines are the earlies t type of handstamped town postmarks on stampless
covers in the United States. Their use continued at the occasiona l post office into the
Twe ntie th Century. They ultimately were replaced by circular postmarks in which the
mon th and dat e cou ld be more easily changed dai ly.

Fancy postmarking devices can be cla ssified as markings with unu sual letterin g or
decorations within the bod y of the postmark or markin gs with unusual frame s around the
lettering. This article will discu ss and list all know n var iet ies of the most fancy type of
fancy frame, the orn amented morti sed straightline handstam ps.

Somet im e in the late 1830s devices we re manufactured uti lizing an ornamented
me tal frame made from a mold. They had a mortised space cut away allowing insert ion of
a line of printer's type, and a screw at one end to hold the type flush with the rest of the
de sign. These han dstam ps so metimes have bee n calle d " linen stamp s" beca use some
persons used them to put thei r na mes on textile s. Bu t they also served the purpose of
straightline postmarking dev ices, and examples of different de signed frames exi st with
pos tal usage s known into the mid 1860s.

Figure 1. Ornamented frame handstamp; view of
bottom showing the design, a rectangular hole for
the type, and the screw protruding from one side of
the metal frame

Figure 2. Same handstamp
from the side showing the
wooden handle, the metal
bottom and the screw with
shell shaped thumbscrew
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Many years ago I purchased one of these hand stamps, the common eag le design,
Type F, from Sylvester Colby. Figures 1 and 2 show the bottom and side views of this
handstamp . The width is 45mm, the height is 25mm, and the hole is 36x5'hmm with a
depth of 9mm . The screw has a shell form for tightening the slug of printer's type within
the mortise. Part of the metal handstamp has been permanently inserted into a 44mm tall
walnut handle; it bears no marks to identify its maker or its place of use. It 's very nicely
made and is an attractive object. A metal handstamp can hold a compl ex design for a long
time, but it does require regular cleanin g to show the details.

After this article was written and awaitin g publ ication , William Steams sent me two
more examples of these handstamps. Both have the same shape and block size, and one
has the same walnut handl e with shell-shaped screw to hold in the type. One of these
handstamps is very worn, but it shows Type C, one of the most desirabl e designs; the
other is the floral design designated Type K.

This article groups the different handstamp usages by des ign types. For each design
type, all examples of known handstamps showing that design are described and illustrated
or referenced . They include hand stamp s on stampless covers, postmarkin g devices on
stamped covers, ancillary markings on stampless or stamped covers, as well as vesse l
named markings used on early steamboat mail.

The following references are cited throughout the article:
ASCC Da vid G. Phill ips, Edi tor in Chief, American Stampless Cover Catalog

(North Miami , Fla.: David G. Phillips Publi shing Co., Inc.). Vol. I, 51h ed.,
1997; Vol. II, 41h ed., 1993.

Alexander Th om as J . A lexander, Simpson 's U.S. Po stal Markings 1851 -61
(Co lumbus, OH : U.S. Philatelic Classics Soc iety, Inc., 1979).

Lincoln Jam es W. Milgram, Abraham Lin coln Ill ustrat ed Envelopes and Letter
Paper, 1860-1865 (Nort hbrook, IL: Northbrook Publ ishing Co., Inc., 1984).

Milgram James W. Milgram , Vessel-named Markings on United States Inland and
Ocean Waterways, 1810-1890 (Chicago: Collectors Club of Chicago, 1984),
and 8-par t supplement publ ished in installments in Postal History Journal
No. 90 (February 1992) - No. 98 (June 1994).

Registered Jam es W. Mil gram, United Sta tes Regist ered Ma il, 1845-1 870 (North
Miami , FL: David G. Phill ips Publ ishing Co., Inc., 1998).

Simp son Tracy W. Simpson, U.S. Postal Markings 1851-61 and Related Mail Services
(Berkeley, CA : T.W. Simpson, 1959).

Type A. Two cherubs facing sun at top, lyre, two anchors and floral branches at bottom .
AI. NEW PROVIDENCE N.J . This marking (Figure 3) is considered to be the most

fan cy New Jer sey sta mpless cove r markin g. It is a lso ve ry unu su al in havin g a
handstamped date as a second line of type. This exa mple is dated Nove mber 3, 1845.
Another cover dated December 1 has a very muddy strike indicating the need to keep these
complicated handstamps clean.

A2. S B W TENNESSEE (Milgram No. 1481). This 1844 steamboat cover (Figure
4) is the only known exa mple. The letter written aboard the Dr. Franklin describes the
sinking of a third steamboat, Warrior, on a snag. The name of the Fawn is written at the
upper right , indicating two boats probably carried the letter out of the mails, the reverse
direction from that of the Dr. Franklin.
Type B. Two cherubs facing a lyre at top, central lyre with vine type decoration at bottom.

B I. JEFFERSON GA. APR Although this is listed as a stampless cover marking of
1842, the copy that I have located is on an 1855 cover with a 3¢ 1851 (Figure 5). Every
reproduction of the markin g shows the APR dating (the "A" is light), so all presumably
refer to this same cover. Lacking any known example, I believe that the listing of 1842 is
an erro r, and that the marking does not exist on sta mpless cover s. Th e marking is
manuscript dated "9" to the right of the strike, and the letter is docketed as being answered
248 Chronicle 204 I November 2004 I Vol. 56, No.4



Figure 3. NEW PROVIDENCE N J NOV 3 (L" ti N• IS mg o. A1)

- - .-,..

Figure 4. S 8 W TENNESSEE (Listing No. A2)
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Figure 5. JEFFERSON. GA. APR (Listing No. 81)

"---

If) .

Figure 6. DALLAS MIS. (Listing No. 82)
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on April I I , 1855. There is a drawing in Postal Markings, November 1938 with perhaps a
different tracing. The "APR" is clear and the manuscript date appears to be " 12" or "2."

B2. DALLAS MIS. The only known exam ple (Figure 6) has a handwritten date " I
June 1847." This marking and the sunburst marking of Columbus are the most unusual
Mississippi postal marki ngs during the stampless period.

B3. S.B. HARRY HILL (Milgram No. 583). This (Figure 7) is the only example of
this marking, which is in red ink. The usage is 1847 and the "STEA M" is a typical blue
marking from Memphis. There is no indication of a postal charge . Bill of lading letters
could be carried free by steamboats.

Figure 7. S. B. HARRY HILL. lListing No. B3)

B4. S. B. RED. WING. (Milgram No. 1170). Th is 1846 cover is in black, and as a
bill of lading (for lead pigs) was free of postage. The usage is going north from Galena,
Illinois on the Upper Mississippi.

B5 . UNCLE. SAM (M ilgram No. 1395). Thi s marking is kno wn fro m several
exa mples from the late 1840s. The cover illu strated (Figure 8), although stained, was
addresse d by Henry Clay to a relative. This strike is clearer than most of the others.

B6. 2 CTS FOR DELIVERY. Figure 9 illustrates a "MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH"
envelope with a red fancy frame, showing a slightly different type of frame from what has
been shown above; some of the ornaments at the bottom appear solid rather than hollow.
The telegram within this envelope is dated fro m Baltimore, November 4, 1847.
Type C. Two kissing birds on branch at top , floral design at bottom with two overlapping
hearts.

C 1. NEWARK. VALLEY. N Y. This (Figure 10) is arguably the finest example of the
ornamented mortised handstamp because it is larger and has an interesting design. The
date, Feb. 24 [1844], is writte n in below the town's name. Another clear example on a
forwarded cover is seen in lot 163 of Richard C. Frajola's auc tion, June 10, 1984.

C2. Middletown Va . This similar marki ng (Figure I I) has a script type face and also
a handwritten date from 1839 . Th is makes it the earliest handstamped device of the
morti sed types.
Chronicle 204 I Novembe r 2004 I Vol. 56, No. 4 25 1



Figure 8. UNCLE. SAM (Listing No. 85)(lIIustration courtesy Smithsonian Institution)

Figure 9. 2 crs FOR DELIVERY (Listing No. 86)
252 Chronicle 204 / November 2004 / Vol. 56, No.4



Figure 10. NEWARK. VALLEY. N Y. (Listing No. C1)

/

Figure 11. Middletown Va (Listing No. C2)
Chronicle 204 I November 2004 I Vol. 56, No.4 253



Figure 12. Mr. J.H . VAN HOUTEN. (Listing No. C4)

C3. (Blank) The marking was struck five times by a little girl on this 1843 stampless
cover before the letter was sent. Thi s is described in the letter. It is shown as lot 117 in the
Daniel F. Kelleher auction of November 10, 1998.

C4 . M R. J. H. VAN HO UTEN. Th is (Fig ure 12) is a slig htly di fferent var ie ty
because the birds are not kissi ng, and the hearts have an arrow. In this example, a private
individua l used this handstamp as a personal name type of marki ng on an I 860s letter to
his relative. Th is stamp could also have been used to mark books and other possessions.

C5. J.M. PARRISH. Th is is the same hand stamp as in C4 with an arrow through the
hearts. The handstamp is a corner card type of marking, on a cover mailed by a Civil War
soldier from New Orleans on June 6, 1862. The letter is on patriotic stationery although
the envelope is plain.

C6. MR. EIDEL HERR . This marking was used as part of an address for a Civil War
era cover from Nashville to Michigan. The marking was in bronze ink. The remainder of
the address was hand written. The cover is illustrated as lot 137 in the Robert A. Siegel
auction of May 28, 1975 .

(to be continued)
United States Stamp Society
(Formerly the Bureau Issues Association)

Join the premier society specializing in postage and revenue issues of the
United States and U.S. administered areas of the 20th and 21st centurie s.
Members receive the authoritative journal

The United States Specialist
For a sample copy and membership informat ion send $2 to:

USSS Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 6634, Katy, TX 77491-6634
Visit our website: www.usstamps .org
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
HUBERT C. SKINNER. Editor
TH E PLATES OF TH E 1851-57 3¢ STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES
©2003 GARY W. GRANZOW

Part III: Perforated Stamp Plates of 1857-60
Background

On Marc h 16, 1855, the Post Office wrote to TCC asking that they make preparations
to perforate the stamps they were printi ng, citing the success of perforations in England .
TCC wrote to Perkins, Bacon for advice and by September 24, 1855 TCC had made the
deci sion to order from W. Bemrose and Sons of Derby, England one of their recently
patented I rouletting and perfo rating machines. Though the machine arrived in the spring of
1856 , TCC found that it requ ir ed significant mod ificat io ns before it performed
successfully as a perforator and it was not ready until early 1857.

As the contract with TCC was due to termin ate June 30, 1857, TCC wrote to the Post
Office Department asking to be indemni fied in the event their contract was not renewed,
$500 eac h for making thirteen new plates (including six new 3¢ plates) with spacings
designed to accommodate perforations. And they also asked to be reimbursed $3,000 for
the perforating machine. Th is was agree d in February 1857. Though the Department asked
that perforati ng begin as soon as possible, TCC did not want a repet ition of the shortages
in supply which occurred in 185 1. Samuel Carpenter wrote on February 9, 1857:2

Privat e
J. Marron, Esqre
3'" Asst. P. M. Gen l.
Washington
Dear Sir:
I feel the most anxious desire to meet the wishes of the Post Master Gen era l in regard
to delivery of some of the Perforated Sta mps before the clo se of this month, but as it
will be impossible to furnish (within time) more than a small quanti ty, it remain s for
him to determine whether we shall furnish any, within that time, or wait until we have a
sufficient number perforated, to enable us to supply the demand uninterruptedly. I fear
that if we once give the pub lic a taste of these things, and are then unable to continue
the supply, and are obliged to fall back on the unperforated, the result will be that the
Department and the Contrac tors will be abused in the most appro ved style for neglect
of the public co nvenie nce . However, I am bo und to do whatever the Postm aster
General thinks best, and rely upon its being done, if within the bounds of my utmost
effor ts to acco mp lish.
Very Sincere ly & Respf
S. H. Carpenter
In addition to the above reservations, TCC was concerned that their contract had not

been extended, and with a new Administra tio n taking office in March the future was
uncertain. On February 14, 1857 Mr. Carpenter wrote to Mr. Marron again:'

Private
Dear Si r:
Your favor of lO" reed, Yesterday. Unless we have some breakdown, or some accident
not now anticipated, the request of the Post Master Genera l shall be complied with. It is

'William Bemrose and Henry Bemrose, "Machinery for Punching and Perforating Paper,"
United Kingdom Patent No. 2607, December II , 1854.

2Travers Historical Docum ents, Letter 460.
'Travers Historical Documents, Letter 462.
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eno ug h for me to kn ow he wis hes it , to in su re my pe rson al attentio n to it s
acco mplishment, if possible.
It is proper however that I should rem ind you of a fac t which your ow n practical
experience will no doubt ass ure you, and that is, that in starting any new thing,
particul arly new Machinery (and that which must be adjusted with the most perfect
acc uracy) tim e and patience are both necessar y to Su ccess, and that ther e must
necessari ly be a great deal of trouble, and a great deal of fixing before every thing can
be made to work smoothly & successfully. All this we must encounter at the start, and
therefore, I must ask in advance, indulgence for any Shortcomin gs that may possibly
occur. I trust that none will happen, and that we shall be able to acco mplish all that the
Post Master General asks, but, as it will be quite imposs ible to furnish uninterrupt ed
supply until at least one month afte r we can get all 3 of our Machines in opera tion,
(which cannot be less than 3 months), we must prepare for a terr iti c onslaught from the
New York Herald and kindred prints, for our sha meful negli gence of the public
convenience, and a gentle intimation to the New Post Master General, that if he wishes
to do his duty and get things done right, he will give the contract now in the hands of
those slow Villagers, to some fast New Yorker, who will do things !ID O.K. Heaven
help us.
Yours Respectfully and Sincerely
S. H. Carpenter

Fig-.a.

D .

i.
I'
I
I

Figure 13. Bemrose Perforating Machine

Although some 3¢ perforated stamps (Scott No. 25) were delivered soo n after this
letter was writt en (the earliest known use is February 28, 1857), their numbers were very
limited before July I, 1857. Examples datemarked from this experimental period are quite
scarce.' However, beginning in March, TCC began buildin g stocks of perforated stamps so
that by Jul y I, 1857 whe n TCC's co ntract ex tens ion took effec t, they had sufficient
inventor ies of perforat ed sta mps to permit an immediat e cha nge to them with no
int erruption in supply. Figure 13 illus trates the Bemrose perforating and rouletti ng
machin e. Multiple pin disks were clamped on a shaft and aligned to mesh with matching
disks with punched holes. For rouletting, the machine was fitted with knife-edged disks
matched with slotted disks.

4A detailed census by Wilson Hulme indicates only about 1,000 sheets of perforated stamps
were delivered prior to June 3D, 1857.
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Overview
The first perforated stamps to be issued were printed from imperforate No. II Plates

2L, 3, 4, 5L, 6, 7 and 8 because there had not been sufficie nt time to make new plates
designed with spacings more suitable for receiving perforations. Thi s group of plates will
be referred to as the Type I Plates. Over the last half of 1857, eleven new 3¢ plates were
made with spac ing between stamps designed to receive perforations. These plates were
made from a new transfer roll with six reliefs so that six impressions could be rocked in
with a single setting. The first three plates (in order of use) were 10, II and 9. They will
be referred to as the 9-11 Group . Plates 12 to 19 (except Plate 15), will be referred to as
the 12-19 Group. Plate 15 will be dealt with separately. Thou gh Plate 9 is usually included
in the 12-19 Group because of its similar continuous side lines (Type II design), for this
article it is grouped with 10 and II because, as will be shown below, it was made of the
same or similar steel and was probabl y made about the same time.

Because of wear of the 9-11 Group , and particularly the 12-19 Group , the Type I
Plates had to be brought back into use starting in the spring of 1858 and were not finally
fully retired until June of 1859. During this provisional use of the Type I Plates, TCC
made Plates 20 thro ugh 27 , and in May of 1860 made Plate 28. Th is group of plates
(except Plate 2 1) will be referred to as the 20-28 Group . Plate 2 1 will be dealt with
separately.

Dr. Chase estimated that the Type I Group was used for about three months in 1857
and he provid es an est ima te of impressions per plate based on his ce nsus. He also
concluded that the Type I Group comprised only about 5% of the stamps delivered in 1859
and provides an estimate for each. He qualified his estimates as "decidedly unscientific"
and that "I make no pretense that the figures given are no more than an approximation. " In
his article in the Perforation Centennial Book.; he indicated progress in plating showed
that Plate 6 perforated stamps were scarc er than he originally thou ght and that Plate 4
stamps were more common. He also concluded that Plate 7 stamps were by far the most
common of the Type I Group.

Plates 10 and II were reentered twice and Plate 9 once. Dr. Chase provides a rough
es timate of the number s of impressions prin ted fro m each state of the 9- 11 Group.
However, he did not have sufficient information to project the usage of each of the plates
in the 12-19 and 20-28 Groups.

In this Part III, revisions to his estimates will be presented for all of the perforated
stamp plates, by group. These revisions indicate tha t nearl y double the Type I Group
impressions and over double the 9-11 Group impressions were needed to overcome the
short life of the 12-19 Group of plates. In addition, it will be demon strated that the 9-11
Group and 12-19 Group of plates were never hardened. It will also be shown that Plate IS
and the 20-28 Group were hardened.

Production Model
Considerable progress has been made in plating the 3¢ perforated stamps since the

last usage data was published by Dr. Chase. Earliest known use dates (EKU) of many of
the plates have been revised and brought forward. In addition , considerably more census
data has been collected which matches dated postmarks with stamp shades typical of the
time of use so that the length of time a particular plate was used can be estimated. Also,
key correspondence has been found which helps establish the number of presses in use and
the printing capacity per press. When linked with published Post Office Department

'Carroll Chase, The 3 Cent Stamp of the United States 1851-1857 Issue, rev. ed. (Lawrence,
Mass .: Quarterman Publications, 1942). pp. 83-85 .

"Carroll Chase, U.S . Perforation Centen nial 1857- 195 7 (Washing ton, D.C. : Natio nal
Philatelic Museum, 1957), pp. 4 1-42.
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deli ver y data for eac h fiscal year co mme nci ng June 30, monthly production ca n be
estimated throu ghout the period. Current earliest known use data are listed in Appendix D.

From this additional inform ation, a model was constructed of the mon th-by-month
usa ge of the various per forated stamp plates fro m Jul y I , 1857 through to the last
deliveries in 1861 . A number of assumptions were made and several spreadsheets were
constructed to test these assumptions. The results of the case which best fits all the data is
summa rized below. It should be noted that deli very data is used which precede usage
dates. For example, Type I perforated stamps stoc kpiled ahead of Jul y 1, 1857 were
delivered Jul y throu gh October along with stamps printed after Jul y 1. Usages of both
continue on throu gh to the end of the year.

The key assumptions underlying the model are :
A. July 1, 1857- June 30, 1858

Maximum press capacity is assumed to be 10,000 sheets per month per press based
on TCC's letter dated July II , 1851 (5,000 per week doubl e handed =2,500 normal rate).
Time to clean plates and do maintenance is taken into account.

Becau se Type I Group perforated stamps were stockpiled ahead of the change to
perforated stamps, and also because pipeline filling was needed, higher than 10,000 sheets
per month per Type I plate were delivered in the first few month s.

The number of impression s (sheets of 200 stamps) per month is assumed to have
grown linearl y from 54,000 to 58,000 except in the early month s when Type I stamps were
filling the supply chain.

It is assumed that TCC's first priority was to deliver all of the Type I stamps they had
perforated ahead of July I as soon as demand allowe d. Secondly, they would want to shift
as quickl y as possible to plates designed for perforations. And thirdl y, they would want to
avoid shifting back and forth from Type I to Type II plates because that caused rese tting of
the spacings on the perforating machines.

The Type I Group is assume d not delivered after October 1857 until reintroduced in
April 1858 when Plates 12 and 13 were set aside because of wear.

Con sistent with paragraph 4 above, Plates 9, 10 and I I in all states are brought on as
quickly as possible , as is Plate 15. The 12-19 Group enter in acco rdance with EKU data
and curren t censuses.
B. July 1, 1858 - June 30,1859

Gro wth in monthly deliveries from 58,000 sheets to 61,000 is assumed to be linear
with a few exceptions.

Based on latest census information , Type I Group Plates appear as follows:
Plate 7 heavy from May 1858 throu gh March 1859 and lighter through to Jun e.
Plate 8 light starting in June 1858, then heavy from September through Decemb er

1858.
Plate 4 is shown light from August to November 1858, then heavy from Decemb er

through March 1859 and then light April through June.
Plate 6 stamps were not delivered after October 1857.
Plates 12 and 13, being rare, are assumed at less than half the impressions of the rest

of the 12-20 Group (exce pting 22). Plates 14, 16, 17, 18 and 19 are all assumed about
equal for lack of a better basis.
C. July 1, 1859 - June 30,1860

Linear monthly growth is assumed from 63,000 sheets to 70,000 shee ts.
Type I Group assumed as per B.2. above.
The 20 throu gh 28 Group (except for 22) is assumed to have received the numb er of

impress ions needed to meet demand . The scarce Plate 22 is given the life ind icated by the
census data.
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D. July 1, 1860-June 30, 1861
The number of sheets delivered monthly starts at 70,000 in July and decreases slowly

to December.
Starting in January, the decrease per month acce lerates until March through June,

when the numbers drop off sharply to end at 46,000. This is based on the assumption that
Lincoln 's elec tion began to influence shipme nts (trade and co mmunica tion slowin g
between North and South), but the steep decline did not take place until secession started
(February) and then hostilities began (April).

Though the entire spreadsheet is too detailed and large to reproduce in this article,
Table IV illustrates a portion of it from July 1857 to January 1858. Impressions delivered
in months of their earliest known usages are highlighted.

Table IV
Impressions per Plate - July 1857 to January 1858

Plate July August September October November December January

No. EKU 1857 1857 1857 1857 1857 1857 1858
2L 7/16/1857 400
3 7/16/1857 500
4 5/9/1857 1200 10000 10000 10000
5L 4/15/1857 300
6 4/30/1857 1300 11000 10000 10000
7 2/28/1857 1000 10000 10000 7000
8 7/6/1857 600 10000 6000

9E 9/14/1857 5000 8000 8000 7000 7000
9L 12/31/1858

10E 7/11/1857 300e 10000 10000 8000 8000 7000 7000
10i 4/28/1858
10L 1/3/1859
11E 7/29/1857 10000 10000 8000 8000 7000 7000
11i 3/31/1858
11L 12/3/1858
12 10/5/1857 1000 3000 3000 3000
13 10/7/1857 1000 3000 3000 3000
14 10/26/1857 1000 3000 3000 3000
15 10/30/1857 10000 10000 10000
16 10/19/1857 2000 3000 3000 300(
17 11/7/1857 2000 3000 3000
18 11/19/1857 2000' 4000 4000
19 11/16/1857 2000 4000 4000

Deliveries 56000 61000 61000 56000 52000 54000 54000
Est. Demand 54000 55000 55000 55000 56000 56000 57000
Presses 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

Type I Group
Meshing EKU data, census data and monthly impressions confirms Chase's estimate

that the Type I Group Plates were delivered for about four month s in 1857 (160,000
impressions/55,000 average per month). However, his estimate that only 5% of Type I
Group stamps were used in 1859 was much too low. The number of impressions needed to
meet demand was 224,000, equating to 3.6 months for the Group (Plates 4, 7 and 8). This
is due to the fact that current censuses indicate that there were many Type I usages in
1858, and the number s need ed in 1859 extende d into June of that year. Table V
summarizes the estimates for the Type I Group . The percentages for each plate follow
Chase's revised prediction closely.
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As press time was needed for the I ¢ and 12¢ denominations also, the number of
presses rose to seven by mid-1859. In general, TCC strove to have at least one more plate
than the number of presses in use as back-up to allow cleaning and polishing.

Table V
Type I Group Estimated Perforated Impressions

Plate 1857 1858/59 Total %
Number Impressions Impressions Perforated

2L 4,000 0 4,000 1.1
3 5,000 0 5,000 I.3
4 42,000 64,000 106,000 28

5L 3,000 0 3,000 0.8
6 44,000 0 44,000 12
7 37,000 120,000 157,000 4 1
8 22,000 42,000 64,000 16

Total 157,000 224,000 383,000

The year of delivery can be distinguished by the color of ink used. The 1857 stamps
were printed in rose brown, yellow brown and claret, while the 1858/9 deliveries were in
the typical dull red shades of those years . Figure 14 illustrates Plate 7 stamps in shades
typical of their years of use with date stamps of July 29, 1858 and May 16, 1859. The
1858 stamp shows the development of the plate crack on position 47R7.

Figure 14. July 29, 1858 and May 16, 1859 Plate 7 Usages

The 9-11 Group
Plate 10 first appeared July II , 1857, followed by Plate II at the end of the month

and Plate 9 in mid-September. EKU and census data for this group indicate nearly double
the impressions estimated by Dr. Chase, which were needed because of the rapid wear of
the 12-19 Group . All three of the 9- 11 plates became very worn. Plates 10 and II were
reentered within a year and were reentered again nine months later. Plate 9 was reentered
after a little over a year. Typical of the wear on these plates is that of Plate 10, shown in
Figure 15. Enlargements of the rosettes and busts of the early, intermediate and late states
of Plate 10 all show severe plate wear.
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Plate 10E Plate 10i Plate 10L

Figure 15. Plate Wear on the Three States of Plate 10

The following Table VI summarizes the estimated number of impressions for this Group:

Table VI 9-11 Group Impressions

Plate No. EKU Impressions
9E 9/14/57 75,000
9L 12/31/58 52,000
10 7/11/57 72,000
!Oi 4/28/58 64,000
10L 1/3/58 47,000
li E 7/29/57 63,000
Iii 3/3 1/58 58,000
IlL 12/3/58 25,000

Total 456,000

The fact that each plate in the 9- 11 Group was reentered, and wore badly, supports
the conclusion that these plates were never hardened. The amount of wear on each was
much more than any of the imperforate stamps exce pt Plate 1L. Thi s Group must have
been made of superior steel because the plates sustained many more impressions than did
those of the unhardened Orange Brown plates and the 12-20 Group .'

Figure 16. Early and Extremely Worn Impressions from Plate 19

The 12-19 Group
The plates of the 12 to 19 Group were all made in the last quarter of 1857 and they

too wore quickly. They were obviously not made of the same high quality steel, because
worn copi es began to appear in early 1858. Som e plates in this group lasted only a matter
of month s. It is estimated that the rare Plate 12 produced only 12,000 sheets and Plate 13
about 16,000 , while the res t of the group averaged about 34,000. Therefore , none of these
plates was hardened. Figure 16 shows ea rly and worn copies from Plate 19 which is
typical of the wear sustained by this gro up.

'Edward Denny Bacon reported the same experience at Perkins, Bacon printing the Penny
Blacks and Reds: "The number of impressions printed from the plates varied very greatly, the length
of life of a plate depending principally upon the quality of the steel." Bacon, The Line Engraved
Postage Stamps ofGreat Britain, Volume I (London: Charles Nissen & Co., 1920), p. 60.
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Figure 17. July 9, 1861 Use of Plate 15 - No Wear

The 12-19 Group plates wore so quickly that they began to be withdrawn in April of
1858. Cen sus data indic ate that TCC was forced to put three of the No. 11 plates, Plate 4,
7 and 8, back onto the presses to cover the resulting shortage of plates until new, hardened
plates could be made . As show n above, thi s pro vi sional printing of over 200, 000
impressions of Type I stamps lasted from the spring of 1858 to the spring of 1859.

Plate 15 entered serv ice in the midst of the 12-19 Group. It obviously was hardened
as it lasted into 1861, sustaining over 350,000 impressions. The reason the 12-19 Group
plates were not hardened was likely due to the imm ediate need for plates designed for
perforations. TCC probably expected that the steel from which the 12-19 Group was made
would wear as well as that of the 9-11 Group and could be reentered. However, the reason
Plate 15 was selected to be hardened is not clear. Figure 17 illustrates position 68L15 used
on July 9, 1861. Even at this very late date, it shows no wea r.

The 20-28 Group
It is estimated that plates in the 12-19 Group were all retired by April or May of

1858, having been replaced provisionally by the Type I Plates until the 20-28 Group plates
were made. All plates from the 20-28 Group were in service by Septem ber of 1859, except
Plate 28 with an EKU of May 9, 1860. Except for Plate 22 (and 2 1), this group remained
in use until the issue was demonetized in the summer of 1861. The average number of
impressions per plate in this group was 2 14,000, and none showed any signs of wear. They
were certainly all hardened. Plate 22 displays all the cutting and impression characteri stics
of this group, but was removed from service after only about 18,000 impressions. Reasons
for its rapid demi se are not known. Perhaps it was dam aged in use.

Plate 2 1 is the "odd one out" among all of the perforated stamp plates. It was not
hardened, wore quickly and was reent ered. Exampl es from this pla te are sca rce. Dick
Cell er has co mple ted the top row and center line reconstructi on for both 2 1E and L
(Chase's plate "Z") and has recently completed enough of the imprint from both to
conclusively es tablish that two states exis ted. Approximate numb ers of impressions for the
two states are : 10,000 for 2 1E and 14,000 for 2 1L.

Part III Conclusions
The use of Type I Group plates to print perforated stamps is nearly double the

amount previou sly estimated (378,000 impressions versus 194,000 8
) . Thi s was primarily

due to the rapid wear of the 12-19 Group of plates, which were not hard ened. The 9- 11
Group also printed twice the number of impression s es timated by Dr. Chase. Although
they sustained more impression s, they also were not hardened. Plate 15 was hardened and
had a very long life.

"Chase, The 3 Cent Stamp, p. 84.
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The 20-28 Group plates were hardened and, except for Plate 22, lasted to the end of
TCe's contract without showing any wear. Plate 2 1 was not hardened and was reentered. It
must have been made from very inferior steel as it is estimated to have provided only
24,000 total impressions from the two states.

The scarcest plate s are Plate 12 (12,000 ), Plate 21 (10,000 for 21E + 14,000 for
2 1L), Plate 13 (16,000) and Plate 22 (18,000). The most common are Plates 15, 24 and 20.

Table VII
Estimated Impressions from the Nine "Imperforate" Plates

Plate Imperforate Perforated Total Total Stamps
Number Impressions Impressions Impressions Perf. and Imp.

'0' 26,000 0 26,000 5,200,000
IE 21,000* 0 2 1,000* 4,200,000*
Ii 24,000 0 24,000 4,800,000
lL 369,000 0 369,000 73,800,000
2E 25,000 0 25,000 5,000,000
2L 510,000 4,000 514,000 102,800,000
3 466,000 5,000 47 1,000 94,200,000
4 225,000 106,000 331,000 66,200,000

5E 30,000 0 30,000 6,000,000
5L 123,000 3,000 126,000 25,200,000
6 127,000 44,000 171 ,000 34,200,000
7 127,000 157,000 284,000 56,800,000
8 101 ,000 64,000 165,000 33,000,000

Total 2,175,000* 383 ,000 2,557,000 511,400,000*
*Includes 6,000 Spoiled Sheets Never Deltvered (1,200,000 stamps)

Table VIII
Estimated Impressions from the Twenty "Perforated" Plates

Plate No. Total Total Stamps
or Group Impressions

9-11 456 ,000 91,200,000
12-19 198,000 39,600,000

15 358,000 71,600,000
20-28 1,518,000 303,600,000

2 IE&L 24,000 4,800,000
Total 2,555 ,000 511,000,000

Of the 1,021,000,000 total 3¢ stamps delivered from July I, 1851 to June 30, 1861,
revised es timates indicate th at approximat el y 433,3 18,000 were imp erforate and
587,740,000 were perforated, 76,600,000 of which were perforated stamps from the Type I
Group .
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Appendix B
Adjustments to Dr. Chase's Estimat ed Number of Impressions

Of the Nine "Imperforate" 3¢ Plates
Plate s 0 and Ii - 8

On page 84 of Dr. Ch ase 's seminal book on the 3¢ stamp of 185 1-57 , he provides a
tab le showing his rou gh estimate of the number of sheets of stamps prin ted from eac h of
the nine " imperforate" plates. T he top part of the tab le estimates the printings of the
imperforate stamps (Scott # I°and # II ), and the bottom part add s in his estimate of the
printings of perforated stamps from these plate s (Scott #25). In reviewing this article, Dick
Celler disco vered a significant arithmetic error, amounting to 7 1 million stamps, or abo ut
20% of the imperforate issue, in Dr. Chase's calcula tions. Following is a descr iption of
how Dr. Chase's numbers have bee n revised for Plates°and Plates Ii through 8.

On page 39 and 40, Dr. Chase shows the total number of 3¢ stamps issued dur ing
eac h fiscal year (ending Ju ne 30) for the IO-year period July I, 1851 to Ju ne 30, 1861. He
es timated that 60% of the stamps issued in 1857 were perforated, and should be subtracted
from the 1857 calendar year total to get the num ber issued imperforate . In making this
adjustme nt, however, he forgot he was working with fisca l year totals throu gh Jun e 30,
1857 , and used the fisca l year total as if it were thro ugh December 3 1, 1857 . Thus, in
attempting to subtract out perforated stamps issued in the latter half of 1857, he actually
de d ucted them fro m the to tal issued th rough J une 30, 1857 , maki ng hi s to ta l for
imperforate stam ps (362,272, 200 stamps) too low by abo ut six months of produ ction , or
7 1 million stamps.

To correct Chase 's page 84 table for this error, the assumption has bee n made that
the total number of imperforate 3¢ stamps is eq ual to the number of 3266 stamps issued
during the 6-year period from July I, 1851 to June 30, 1857 (433 ,3 18,283 stamps). Thi s is
ba sed on the observation that re la tive ly few perfora ted stamps (a ll Scott #25 ) we re
delivered in the first half of 1857, perhaps 200,000 in all, and that by mid-1857 all stamps
being issued were perforated. I

Th e co rrection fa ctor for the top part of the table is 433,3 18,283 d ivided by
362,27 2 ,200 = 1.1 96 , thus the num ber of im pe rforate stam ps and the number of
impressions for eac h plate has been increased by this factor. In the bottom part of the tab le,
the revised number of Scott #25 s from Part III of this art icle has been added to the revised
im perforate num bers to arr ive at the total nu mber o f im pressions fo r each plate as
summarized in Table V of Part III.

Example
Th e revised number of impression s from Plate 7 was calculated by mul tipl ying

Chase' s 106,055 imp erforate impressions by 1.196 = 127 ,000 (ro unde d to the nearest
1,000 ). To this was added the new estima te of 157,000 perforated imp ressions from Plate 7
(see Part III). Thi s gives the total impre ssions fro m Plate 7 of 284,000 .
Plate IE

The data used to arrive at a new estimate for the number of impressions for Plate IE
are based on Post Office records , in cl ud ing the led ge r Posta ge Stamps Issued to
Postmasters July I, 1847 to June 30, 1853, as reassessed by Wilson Hulme.' Mr. Hulme
solved a lon g standing anomaly in the shipment data by discovering that two se ts of
shipments were being tracked by the Post Office separately. As stated in the main text, one
se t, Report No . I , followed the ini tial inventory bu ilding deliverie s (called load- in
shipments) and the other, Report No .2, recorded shipments sent to replenish stamps sold
(called "replenishment" shipments) . To arrive at the total shipments, these two must be
adde d togeth er.

Th e number of 3¢ stamps delivered to the Post Office wa s 1,7 10,000 up to and
including Jun e 30, 185 1.3 Th e number of replenishment shipments by the Post Office on
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June 30 was 159,000. It is therefore assumed that the number of load-in shipments made
prior to July I was 1,551,000: All were from Plate IE. The number of replenishment
shipments shipped July 1 through July 10 (none were shipped on July 11) was 939,500 or
4,698 impressions.

Data on the total load-in shipments after June 30 are not as detai led. Load -in
shipments are shown as ending Augu st 5, 1851 and a grand total of 2,491 ,000 was
shipped. Thus it is assumed 939,800 were shipped from July 1 to August 5 (2,490,800 
1,551 ,000). Prorating this number over the first eleven days of July gives an estimate of
295,000 additional load-in shipments (939,800 divided by 35 days times 11 days).

The total deliverie s for Plate IE, without taking spoilage into account , therefore
amounts to 2,945,600 stamps, or 15,000 impressions.

Table B-1
Summary of Adj ustments to Delivered Imperforate Impressions

Plate Chase 1.196
Number Estima tes Factor*

'0 ' 21,809 26,000
IE 11,339 15,000**
1i 20,251 24,000
IL 308,475 369,000
2E 20,849 25,000
2L 426 ,23 1 5 10,000
3 389,388 466,000
4 187,983 225,000

5E 25,468 30,000
5L 102,849 123,000
6 106,055 127,000
7 106,055 127,000
8 84,609 101,000

Total 1,811,361 2,168,000
*Original Chase Estimates Multiplied by 1.196
**Actual shipments through July 10.
***Excludes Spoi led Shee ts Never Delivered

'This es tima te was provided by Wil son Hulme based on co rres pondence in the Travers
Documents.

'Wilson Hulm e, "July IU, 1851 Usages, The U.S. 1851 Issue" (awaiting publi cation by the
USPCS ).

'Data obtained from the Post Offic e by John N. Luff and reported in his book The Postage
Stamps of the United States (New York : Scott Stamp and Coin Co., 1897), p. 73.

"This assumes that all stamps received from TCC by July I were needed for load-in shipments
and were shipped out that same day.
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Appendix C
Number of 3¢ Stamps Delivered by Fiscal Year*

Year ending Jun e 30, 1852 48,4 10,035
Year ending June 30, 1853 5 1,46 1,040
Year ending June 30, 1854 47,820,000
Year ending Jun e 30, 1855 61 ,952,758
Year ending Jun e 30, 1856 105,264 ,313
Year ending Jun e 30, 1857 118,410 ,137

Total Imperforate Stamps

Year ending June 30, 1858
Year ending Jun e 30, 1859
Year ending Jun e 30, 1860
Year ending June 30, 1861

Total Imperforate and Perforated

433 ,318,283

134,804,002
142,087,800
159,463,600
151,223,056

1,020,896,741

*Source: Carro ll Chase, The 3 Cent Stamp of the United States 1851-1857 Issue, rev. ed.
(Lawrence, Mass.: Quarterman Publications, 1942), pp. 39-40.

Appendix D
Earliest Known Use of Perforated Stamp Plates

Plate No.
7
5L
6
4
8
2L
3
10E
10i
10L
II E
II i
IlL
9E
9L
12
13

Date
Feb. 28, 1857
April 15, 1857
April 30, 1857
Ma y 9, 1857
Jul y 6, 1857
Jul y 16, 1857
Jul y 16, 1857
Jul y II , 1857
April 28 , 1858
Jan . 3, 1859
Jul y 29, 1857
March 31, 1858
Dec. 3, 1858
Sept. 14, 1857
Dec. 3 1, 1858
Oct. 5, 1857
Oct. ?, 1857

Plate No.
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
2 1E
2 1L
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Date
Oct. 26, 1857
Oct. 30, 1857
Oct. 19, 1857
Nov. t, 1857
Nov. 19, 1857
Nov. 16, 1857
Sept. 8, 1858
Dec. 7, 1858
May 9, 1859
April 5, 1859
April 25, 1859
June 9, 1859
June 25, 1859
Aug. 11 ,1859
Aug. II , 1859
May 9, 1860
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THE 1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEL, Editor
DALE-LICHTENSTEIN AUCTIONS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA AND
VANCOUVER ISLAND AND WESTERN EXPRESSES AND THE

MILLARD H. MACK COLLECTION OF 1869 PICTORIAL ISSUE COVERS
JEFFREY FORSTER

Introduction
This past spring three very important yet very different auctions were held in New

York City. Each contained rare or unique 1869 postal history. The material in the Millard
H. Mac k sale had not been on the market for almost 40 years, and some of the Dale
Lichtenstein material not for over 60 or 70 years .

As an 1869 postal history collecto r, I attended all three sales. Here I will be focusing
on the Loui se Boyd Dale/Alfred F. Licht enstein co llec tions of British Columbia and
Vancouver Island, held on May II , 2004, and the Western Express sale, held on May 13,
2004, both at Harmers, plus the Mill ard H. Mack collection of 1869 covers held on June
12, 2004, at Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries.

The Dale-Lichtenstein Auctions
During the week of May II , Harmers so ld the remainin g three co llections of the

father/daughter "team" of Alfred F. Lichtenstein and Louise Boyd Dale, who had formed
many other co llec tions covering Europe, As ia, Briti sh North America and the United
States. Both were Fellows of the Royal Philatelic Society, London, and were elected to the
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists in 1927 and 1956, respectively. Mr. Lichtenstein was the
found er of the Philatelic Foundation and its chairman from 1945 to 1947, and his daughter
was chairman from 1953 to 1967.

The British Columbia and Vancouver Island sale contained some very unusual and
rare usages of British Columbia material used in combination with the 1869 issue.

I had previously inspected the material at the Harmer offices and found that most of
it was very scarce, so that even if the condition was not as pristine as that of other covers
offered for sale in the years gone by, the rarity of the usages, in combination with British
Columbia stamps and the Wells Fargo Express Company frankings , told me that these
covers were go ing to be highl y sought after by other collec tors as well as by dealers
seeking to add to their stock.

The rates from British Columbia and Vancouver Island to the United States have
never really been the subject of scholarly articles . From my research and investigation, I
have determined that from January 1868 to Jul y I, 1870 , 5¢ British Columbia colonial
postage wa s required on local letter s payin g the rate from the port cities of either
Vancouver, Victoria or New Westminster to the ship. This 5¢, which is seen on many of
the covers in this sale, is paid by a bright red three pence Briti sh Columbia 5¢ overprint
stamp (Scott 9). This 5¢ paid the local co lonia l postage. On letters from the northern
reaches of British Columbi a, near the mines, the local colonial postage was 25¢, paid by a
three pence yellow or yellowish-orange Briti sh Columbia overprint stamp (Scott II ). The
local postage for those geographical areas between the northern areas and Vancouver, or
New Westminster, requ ired 12 1h¢ colonial postage. (A pair of three penny blue British
Columbia stamps - Scott 7 - was sold for 121h¢ at the post office.)

Before I discuss the individual lots, a word of explanation is needed on the rates
depicted by these covers. The question is: What postage was requi red to take a letter from
Brit ish Columbia to either the United States or beyond to Ontario, Canada, or even Great
Britain? Based on my studies, I believe that between January 1868 to June 30, 1870, the
rate between Vancou ver or Brit ish Co lumbia, which were not part of the Dominion of
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Figure 1. Pair of 3 pence British Columbia with 10¢ 1869 on 1870 cover, New
Westminster to Canboro, Onto via Portland, Oregon, ex Dale-Lichtenstein (photo
courtesy Harmers)

Figure 2. British Columbian 5¢ red overprint and 10¢ 1869 on 1870 cover, New
Westminster to Dunville, Onto via Portland, Oregon, ex Dale-Lichtenstein (photo courtesy
Harmers)
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Canada, was 10¢ U.S . postage. Supplies of U.S . stamps, inclu din g the 2¢, 3¢ and 10¢
1869 stamps, were available in British Co lumbia and Victoria to pay these rates to and
beyond the United States so that mail could be carried to eas tern Can ada and even on to
Great Britain . This 10¢ po stage paid the U.S. postage, that is, the rate from British
Columbia or Vancouver Island (Victoria), via the U.S. to either eas tern Canada or to Great
Britain. After 1871, no colonial postage was required to take a lette r from these origins
and thence on to the United States or beyond. On Jul y 1, 1870, it appears that the rate
became 6¢ per liz ounce from Vancouver Island or Briti sh Columbia, if prepaid , and 1O¢ if
unpaid . These same rates were applic able on letters from the United States.I

There were eight lots which contained Briti sh Columbia and 1869 stamps on cover.
Th e first of these usages was lot 2 18, a pai r of th ree pence (Sc ott 7) tied by a New
Westminister July 22, 1870 circular datestamp on an amber envelope to Canboro , Ontario,
and bearin g an 1869 10¢ (Scott 116), tied by a grid cance l, and a Portl and , Oregon, Aug. I
circular date stamp , and a "Paid" cancel in an oval. (Figure I) The pair of British Columbia
stamps paid the six pence (l2 11z cents) local postage, and the 1O¢ stamp overpaid the 6¢
rate from British Columbia via the United States to Ontario, Canada .'

Thi s cover, which emanated from Vancouver, came down to Portl and, Oregon, and
was carried by the United States post office and thence to Canbo ro, Ontario . The 1869
stamps used in combina tion with Briti sh Columbian stamps are quite rare as mixed
frankin gs.' Although this cove r had a fairly significant tear or rip in the top of the envelope
itself, and one of the Brit ish Columbia stamps had a short perf, it sold for $5,000 to a
client of Jeff Purser 's. (Note: These prices do not include the 15% buyer' s commission in
the Harmer auctions.)

Lot 236 (Figure 2) offered another cove r with a 10¢ 1869 and a 5¢ British Columbia
bright red 5¢ overprint on an amber colored envelope canceled by an indi stinct grid, with
the 10¢ cance led by a seg me nted black cork cance l. Th e Portl and April 16 and New
Westminister April 13, 1870 , circular date markings are in black, and there is a Dunnville,
Ont. receiving mark on the reverse. The cover had a 2004 Philateli c Foundation certificate
declaring it a genuine usage. This is another cover where the local postage was paid by the
British Columbia stamp, while the 10¢ stamp paid the 1O¢ rate from Briti sh Columbia via
Portland , Oregon , to Ontario , Canada, as the rate at that time between British Columbia
and the United States was 10¢. Note, however, the 10¢ postage could prepay a letter from
British Columbia or Vancou ver to the United States, to eastern Canada , i.e., Ontari o, or to
Great Britain.

This cover was in exce ptional condition, and thou gh the bidding started at $2,500, it
sold for $9,500 to a Frank Mandel client. Th is writer was the underbidder.

Lot 237 was another 10¢ 1869 used on an amber colored envelope to White Lake,
New York, with a 25¢ British Columbia orange overprint stamp tied by a black "20" of
Soda Creek (a town in northern British Columbia) in a segme nted grid. The cover, which
has a Portl and circular datestamp and a New Westminister circular datestamp of origin on

'U.S. 16 Statutes at Large, pp. 1115-1117. See also entry for July 1870 in The United States
Mail and Post Office Assistant (Chicago , IL: Co llectors Club of Chicago, 1975), pg. 470.

' It should be emphasized, for purposes of the treaties with Canada, that British Columbia and
Vancouver Island did not join the Domini on of Canada unt il July 20, 1871. While the rate from the
U.S. to Canada was 6¢, it was 10¢ to and from British Colum bia and Vancouver until June 30,
1870.

31 have previously made a study of mixed frankin gs with the 1869 issue, and determined that
there are approximately 14 covers with 1869 and British Columbia stamps used in combination with
each other, excluding those in this sale. See Jonath an W. Rose and Richard M. Searing, The 1869
Issue On Cover: A Census and Analysis ([San Jose, CA j: The United States 1869 Pictorial Research
Assoc iates, Inc., 1986).
Chronicle 204 / November 2004 / Vol. 56, No.4 271



its reverse, was badly damaged on the top and left sides and had extensive water staining
and toning affecting both stamps. This unusual com bination fetched $ 1, I 00 from a Jeff
Purser client.

Lot 234 was a usage from Victoria to Cant on , Ont ar io, Canada, wi th a British
Columbi a brown two pence stamp with a 2¢ overprint (Scott 8) tied by a black "35" cancel
of Victoria in a grid on a bright amber envelope, bearing a strip of three of the 1869 2¢
stamp (Scott 113), all three of which are tied by black cork cancels. There is a Portland
December 10 circular datestamp and a Victoria B.C., November 29, 1870 circular date
stamp of origin on the reverse . This cover is reduced by approximately a half inch on the
left. It is unclear why there is only 2¢ in colonial postage, as it should be 5¢. The three 2¢
stamps paid the 6¢ rate to the United States and on to Ontario. (This cover was previously
lot 495 in the Henry Gibson sale, sold by Philip Ward in June 14 -15, 1944.) The bidding
on this cover started at $2,0 00; it was purchased for $5,000, again by a Mandel client.

Lot 235 had a pair of 3¢ 1869 together with a 5¢ bright red B.C. overprint stamp.
The 5¢ red is tied by a blue "35" of Victoria in a grid, and the pair of 3¢ stamps is tied by
an Olympi a WTY (Washington Territory) September 16 circular datestamp. The folded
letter sheet bears a red London paid OC 17, 70 receiver marking and a Victoria, British
Columbi a, circular datestamp on the reverse, with a red Briti sh Packet marking. Thi s cover
was sent from Victoria with the 5¢ paying the local co lonial postage. The pair of 3¢
stamps, affixe d in Victor ia, fully paid the 6¢ rate to the United States and beyond to
England. There is a red Chicago postmark on the reverse dated October 3, 1870. Again,
this cover went to a Mand el client and sold for $4,750.

The last three lots of this fabulous holding of Briti sh Columbia and Vancouver Island
stamps and postal history showed 1869 stamps used with British Columbia postage in
combination with Wells Fargo & Company franked entires .

Figure 3. 1871 cover, Victoria, B.C. to London, 5C British Columbia overprint on 10C Wells
Fargo entire, carried by Wells Fargo to U.S. railhead, rail to Chicago, American packet to
London, ex Dale-Lichtenstein (photo courtesy Harmers)
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Figure 4. Paste-up combination of a 10~ green envelope with Wells Fargo printed
franking on larger blue envelope, bearing 5~ red overprint and a strip of four 10~ 1869
stamps, canceled"June 14 Victoria" in blue oval, carried privately to the U.S. by Wells
Fargo, ex Dale-Lichtenstein (photo courtesy Harmers)
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Lot 347 (Figure 3) was a cover from Victoria to London , England, which has a 5¢
British Columbia overprint stamp tied with a blue "35" Victoria grid cancel on a Wells
Fargo 10¢ green entire , which bears a 6¢ 1869 stamp tied by a cork cancel. The 10¢ green
enve lope is canceled by a black grid . On the reverse is a manu script " reed. 19/1/71 "
together with a red Chicago AM Pkt (American Packet), PAID Jan . 4. Thi s cover was
carried by Wells Fargo from Victoria to the railhead, for either the Central or Union
Pacific Railroads (a light black cancel appears to be a railroad cancel for one or the other
of those lines) with carriage by the railroad to Chicago. The cover then went via American
Packet with the 6¢ stamp paying the rate to Great Britain, the rate which was in effect as
of January 1, 1870. In sum, this cover was carried by the British Columbia post office,
with a Briti sh Columbia stamp. The Wells Fargo Express Company probably carried it
from Victoria to the railhead in the United States , where it was probably carried by rail to
Chicago and via packet to London, England.

Lot 347 has a 2004 Philatelic Foundation certificate saying it is a genuine usage but
indicating it does have soiling and some small tears. Nevertheless, this well-traveled letter,
which started at $ 1,500, was sold to this writer for $8,000.

Lot 348 (Figure 4) was a paste-up combination of a 10¢ green envelope with a Wells
Fargo printed franking on a larger blue envelope. The entire enve lope has a single 5¢
bright red overprinted stamp tied by a blue "35" of Victoria in a grid and a strip of four
10¢ 1869 stamps . Each stamp is ca nce led by a Well s Fargo & Compa ny "June 14
Victoria" in a blue oval. This cover was carried private ly to the United States by Wells
Fargo to its addressee, Gustav Sutro, an early San Francisco stockbroker. This lot sold for
$ 13,000 to a private collector who specializes in the 10¢ green stamps and 10¢ green
entires.

The final 1869 lot in this sale was 349 (Figure 5), a 3¢ pink entire with Wells Fargo
printed frank and a 5¢ bright red British Columbia overprint stamp tied by a blue "35" of
Victoria in a grid. The cover also bears a 3¢ 1869 stamp tied by a small cork cancel. In a
two-line handstamp at the left side of the cover is a marking "For Great Britain and
Ireland" in blue as well as a blue WELLS FARGO & Co. EXPRESS VICTO RIA Vl. oval
and a manu script "Via Paige & Sons." There is a red London paid 20 FE 71 receiving
mark on the front and a red Chicago AM Pkt. paid circular datestamp on the reverse. The
5¢ paid the local fee, Wells Fargo carried the letter from Victoria to the railhead in the
United States, and the cover then traveled by railroad to Chicago. The 6¢ rate to London
was paid by the 3¢ stamp and the 3¢ entire. Although the cover shows some edge wear
aging, it is a wonderful rarity in a lovely combinat ion of stamps and postmarks. It sold for
$10,000 to a phone bidder.

The Dale-Lichtenstein Western Express auction had some fascinating and wonderfu l
usages with various expre ss companies, incl uding Adams & Co ., F.W. Blake & Co.,
California Pony Post Co., Central Overland , California & Pikes Peak Express, Crawford's
Middlefork Express, and of course, Wells Fargo & Co. usages. Again , I was in attendance,
and again the prices far exceeded the estimates. For the most par t, if you were not in
attendance or personally repre sented at the sale, or bidding by phone , you were probabl y
doomed to come up empty handed. The sale had four Western Express covers used in
combination with 1869 stamps.

Lot 1330 was a 3¢ pink entire with a Wells-Fargo imprint and three 2¢ 1869 stamps
and a 3¢ 1867 "F" grill stamp. Blue cork strikes cancel each of the stamp s. A Vallejo ,
California, Jan . 13 circular date stamp is also struck on the gray all-o ver advertisement
obscured by the franking. There is a Montreal, Canada receiving mark on the reverse, but
no Wells-Fargo markings whatsoever. The absence of Wells Fargo marking s suggests that
this cover was not handled by the Wells Fargo company. Use of the Wells-Fargo envelope
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Figure 5. 3¢ pink entire with Wells Fargo printed frank, 5¢ red British Columbia stamp,
plus 3¢ 1869 stamp, Wells Fargo & Co. "EXPRESS VICTORIA V.I." oval and ms. "Via
Paige & Sons," traveled via Wells Fargo to U.S . railhead, rail to Chicago and by American
packet to London, ex Dale-Lichtenstein (photo courtesy Harmers)

Figure 6. 3¢ pink entire with Wells Fargo imprint and 10¢ 1869 adhesive on overall
grocer's advertising cover, carried August 1870 by Wells Fargo from San Francisco to
Victoria, ex Dale-Lichtenstein (photo courtesy Harmers).
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is really super fluous, as the only reaso n for the use of the entire was for its 3¢ postage,
which helped make up the 12¢ rate, i.e., the double 6¢ rate from Vallejo to Montreal. After
careful inspection , I beli eve this cover was carried entirely by the United States postal
service from Californ ia to Canada . It sold for $2, 100 to a Mandel client.

Lot 1336 was another cover with a Wells Fargo & Comp any franking on a 3¢ pink
entire envelope (which was exploded, damaged and rejoin ed). This is another cover that
was never carried by the Wells Fargo. The 3¢ pink entire and the two 3¢ 1869s are tied by
blue grid cancels with a blue DUNCAN'S MILLS Californi a Aug. 10, 1870 in double oval
marking on the reverse. The 9¢ postage appears to be an overpay ment of the 6¢ rate to
Prince Edward Island . It so ld for $525 to Ed Hines, a we ll know n cover dealer in
attend ance at the sale.

Lot 1337 (Figure 6) was a wonderful cover from San Francisco . Thi s is a 3¢ pink
entire envelope with a Wells-Fargo impri nt on a tan all-ove r adver tisement for a wholesa le
grocer, plu s a 10¢ 1869 stamp. Th is cover never touched the U.S. mail s. Wells Fargo
carr ied it on its entire journey from San Fran cisco to Victoria. Although it has several
sma ll faults, including two tears on the top of the enve lope, it is a wo nde rful usage
showing a letter being sent entirely by private carriage . As would be expected, the bidding
was rather frenzied. The item opened at $4,500; it was knocked down for $ 15,000 to a
dealer who attended the sale in person.

As noted , all these covers had been off the market fo r many years. Mos t were
purchased for well in excess of the estimates and certainly will brighten up the pages of
the collectors who purchased them.

The Millard H. Mack 1869 Sale
One month later, on June 12, 2004. the Millard Mack sale was held by Robert A.

Siegel Auction Galleries. It too had many covers which had not been on the auction block
for more than 40 years . Mack is a co untry ge ntleman who lives in Cincinnati , with
numerous collecting interests. Perhaps his most enduring collecting interest is the 1869
Pictorial Issue used on cove r. He had exhibited his material with other 1869 collectors on
the last three occasions (in 1983, 1994 and 2004) that the group had come together for a
combined exhibition.

Thu s, it was with great anticipation and yearn ing that I went back to New York to
attend this sale, which was held ju st prior to the 2004 Siegel Rarity Sale, always a much
anticipated event. The prices for the Mack holdin gs were beyond anyone's expectatio ns,
including those of the auctioneer, as some of the estimates were grea tly below what the
item eventually fetched. This result, much to the chagrin of this writer who had thought
that he could purchase severa l more covers than he went away with, was a joy and surprise
for Mack (who attended the sale), and of course , for the auction firm.

Th e auc tio n comprised only 133 lot s , ye t th e reali zati on was approx imate ly
$455,000, well above the pre-sale estimate of $250,000. This auction was another of those
sales where you probably didn' t purchase much , unless you were in atte ndance or had
given substantial leeway in your bids to your agent, or were on the phone with one of the
Siegel representati ves.

At the start of the sale, which commenced at approx imately I:00 p.m. that Saturda y
afternoo n, those in attendance, besides Scott Trepel , the auct ioneer, were two auction
agents, Frank Mandel and Jeff Purser, this writer and Irwin Weinberg, a well known dealer
from Wilkes-Barre , Pennsyl van ia. A ban k of six tel ephon es mann ed by six Siegel
representatives awaited telephone bidders. Also in attendance was Mack, his wife Helene,
their two daughters and a son-in-law. I can certainly imagine Mack's glee in watching the
proceedings.
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Figure 7. Strip of 6 of 3¢ 1869 plus 3¢ green. on cover from Greensboro. Ala . to
Demopolis. Ala.• largest on -cover multiple of the 6¢ stamp. ex Mack (courtesy Robert A.
Siegel Auction Galleries)
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The auction catalog was divided into various sections commencing with domestic
usages followed by the rest of the world divided by mail service or by destination. The
sa le began with a group of 1¢, 2¢ and 3¢ domestic usages, and pri ces were rath er
unremarkable for the first 30 odd lots. One high spot was lot 10 (ex-Ac kerman), a legal
size cover from New Orleans to New York City, refold ed at the left but with a block of six,
a pair and a single of the I¢ 1869 paying the triple 3¢ rate. Th is brought $ 1,700 after
spirited bidding. (All the price s refer to the hamm er price and do not includ e the 10%
buyers commission.)

Lot 30 was a 3¢ 1869 cover from Savannah, Georgia, to Randolph, Vermont, with a
lovely blue circle of wedges cancel and a match ing blue Savannah circular datestamp ,
togeth er with "Steamboat" and "Due 3" hand stamps. This cover ori gin at ed outsid e
Savannah. It was carried there by steamboat, thence by the mails to Vermont. Estimated at
$ 100 to $ 150, it sold for $400.

Co mmencing with lot 32, the auction featured uses of the 6¢ 1869 stamp. Lot 34
(Figure 7) had a strip of six of the 6¢ stamp used with a 3¢ green (Scott 147), tied by
circular cork cancels and a faint "Greensboro Ala. Jul. 23" circular datestamp on a legal
size Office of Register in Chan cery lithographed cover to Demopoli s, Ala. The catalog
indicated that this cover bears the largest recorded multiple on cover of the 6¢ stamp, and I
would not dispute that observa tion. The bidding began at $3, 750, and climbed qu ite
rapidly. The cover finally found a home at $7,000 with teleph one bidder 41.

While mo st co ver holdings rarel y have more than on e 10¢ 186 9 sta mp used
domestically, the Mack holding had three such covers. Lot 35 bore a 10¢, a 6¢ (Sco tt 115),
and a 2¢ (Sco tt 113), all tied by segmented cork cancels. The cover was posted at New
York to Wethersfield , Connecticut, and bore a "New York Registered Oct. 6" rimless date
stamp. It started at the lowly price of $250 and rose very rapidly to $ 1,300. The next lot
had a pair of 10¢ used with a I¢ ultramarine Bank Note stamp (Scott 145), tied by cork
cancels on a registered cover from Columbia, South Carolin a, to Chesterfield Courth ouse
in South Carolina. Thi s combination of stamps paid the 15¢ registration fee plus the 2 x 3¢
letter rate. This cover sold for $ 1,300 to telephon e bidder 34.

Closing out the domestic portion of the sale, lot 40 had a 15¢ Type II, in combination
with a 2¢ and a 10¢, each tied by a circle of wedges and a duplex "New York Sept. 3, 4:00
p.m." circular date stamp, on a legal-size cove r to Canajoharie, New York, docketed on the
reverse with an 1869 year date. Although the cover was reduced at right, this combination
of a 15¢ (Scott 119) and a 10¢ (Sco tt 116) is extremely rare. The cover fetched $2, I00.

Lots 41 and 42 had 24¢ and 30¢ 1869 stamps on them, respectively, each paying a
large multiple of the basic 3¢ rate. Both were courthouse covers . The 24¢ cover, sent from
New York to Mobil e, Alabama, sold for $6,500. The 30¢ cover, which also bore a 3¢ green
Bank Note (Sco tt 147) was from St. Louis, Missouri , addresse d to Trenton, New Jersey.
This is one of five known 30¢ 1869 domestically used covers. The biddin g, which began at
$3,500 and climaxed at $8 ,500, again went to telephone bidder 34.

Up to this point , for the first 40 or so lots, I had not been very impressed with the
realizations . But one can almos t describe the bidding thereafter as a "philatelic war"
involving numerou s competitors vying for the remain ing 90 or so lots.

Lot 43 was a Hawaiian mixed frankin g with a pair of Hawaii 5¢ blue (Scott 32), and
a pair of 1O¢ 1869s which paid the double trans-Pacific rate from Honolulu to Readin g,
Michigan . The bidd ing began at $4,000 and ended up at $9,500, selling to teleph one
bidder 34. Teleph one bidder 34 also purchased lot s 44 and 45 , which were both 10¢
covers. The first had a New York Steamship cancel on a single 10¢, paying the rate from
the Caribb ean. It sold for $ 1,250. Lot 45 was a triple rate from Philadelphi a to Havana,
with three 1O¢. It sold for $2,000.
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Figure 8. Cover, Houlton, Maine to Woodstock, New Brunswick, considered the finest of
ten known examples of the 2C line office rate usage, ex Mack (courtesy Robert A. Siegel
Auction Galleries)

In a section of the catalog entitled "Cross-Border Mail to British North America," lot
48 stood out , as it is perhaps the finest know n of the 2¢ line office rate usage s from
Houlton, Maine, to Woodstock, New Brunswick (Figure 8). The cover has a hand stamped
"Paid 2" which was appl ied at Houlton, denoting full paymen t for this 2¢ rate to a
matchin g Canadian post office near the border. I wrote about these covers in Chronicl e
180 (November 1998) and Chronicle 185 (February 2000) . I would agree wit h Scott
Trepel that the Mack cover is the finest of the ten known examples of this scarce rate . This
cover is illustrated in Ashbrook's Special Service, and his notes are on the face of the
cover. Although estimated at a $ I,000 to $ I,500, the bidding began on this lovely item at
$2,000 and climbed very rapid ly (aided by this author) to $5,250. Th is truly gorgeous
cover joined a group of other lots purchased by telephone bidder 4 1.

Lots 52-65 were covers to Great Britain or Ireland, containing the usual litany of 6¢
and 12¢ rates. Lot 58 clearly stood out. Thi s was a small cover from Hoosick, New York,
to Ca mbridge, England, but the 6¢ rate was paid by what I had referred to in Chronicle
20 1 (Feb ruary 2004) as an uncommon franking for a common rate. The 6¢ rate was paid
by a 5¢ brown (Sco tt 76) and a I¢ 1869 stamp, tied by black square grids. In perusi ng
auc tion cata logs for decades, I had never seen such a com binatio n to England. The bidding
started at $500 and the lot was eventually purchased by a Purser client for $ 1,150.

The next group consisted of covers sent by the British mails to various destinations.
Although the condition of some of the covers was not as nice as others, the sale had some
very lovely covers to Spa in. Lot 72 had two 10¢, a 2¢, and a 6¢ paying the 28¢ rate to
Barcelona. It fetched $ 1,900. Two examples of the 22¢ rate to India brought $2,000 and
$2,300, respectively.

Lot 75 was a beau tiful cover with a pair of 10¢ brown (Scott 150), used with a 2¢
1869 from Milwaukee to Batticotta, Ceylon. All of the stamps are canceled by a circle of
hearts fancy cancel, and the cover has a scarce red "Chicago Paid 18" marking, a circular
credit handstamp and red London transit and red crayon" I" British colo nial rate transit
and receiving back stamps. Covers to Ceylon are rare, and I know of on ly one other with
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1869 stamps . The M ack cover wa s ex-S ta rk, and signed by Ashbrook. The bidding
co mme nced at $2 , 100 and sold to this author for $3,250. It will make a nice addition to the
British mail section of my exhibit.

A nother unu sual combination in the Briti sh mail sec tion of the auction was lot 77 ,
which had a 30¢ orange, F grill (Scott 100), used in combination with a pair of 2¢ 1869s
payin g the 34¢ rate to Sin gapore. The cover has New Bed ford , Ma ssachusett s and London
markings, together with a red "24" New York credit handstamp and matching New York
transit back stamps. Sin gapo re is a rather unu sual destination, and lot 77 sold for $3,250 to
a Ma ndel client.

Eve ry 1869 co llec tio n has an asse mblage of covers to France containing the 15¢
treaty rate which was in effect until December 3 1, 1869 , and various permutations of that
same rate, including perh ap s a doubl e or tripl e rate cover. Th e Mack co llection was no
differe nt. It did have a nice pair of the 15¢ (Scott 118), ca rried by French packet , and this
cover brou ght $3,250. Oth er lots also contained multiples of the 15¢ rate, culminating with
lot 88 , which had two 30¢ 1869s paying the quadruple rate to France from New York. Thi s
cover was carried on the HAPAG line, and the 60¢ postage prepaid the quadrup le 15¢ rate
wit h the United States retaining 48¢. There is on ly a handful of covers wit h two 30¢ 1869s
on them, and the auction description indic ates that this is one of eight recorded covers. The
bidding comme nced at $ 13,500 and sold to telephone bidder 34 for $32,500.

Lots 89 throu gh 102 featured uses to Fran ce with rates that were in effec t after 1869 ,
and included the 4¢ short paid rate, the doub le 4¢ short paid rate, and offshoots of that
rate. Notable was lot 99 , a lovely cove r with a 2¢ and three 6¢ 1869s cance led by circle of
we dges from New Orl eans to Bordeaux. Red New York circular datestamps were struck
three times on di fferent dates, with the final strike appearing to be dated March 3, 1870 .
This is a very co lorful cover with an unusual fran king paying the double 10¢ Frenc h
packet rate. Altho ugh estimated at $ 1,000 to $ 1,500, the bidding began at $625, and when
the clo ud of dust lifted, it had sold to a Purser client for $6,500.

That same bidding frenzy occurred with lot 101 (Figure 9), whic h is a phantom rate
usage with 2¢ and 10¢ 1869s on a 3¢ pink entire, all tied by segmented cork cance ls to
Ca ussade, France . Th e cover has the usual "New York Paid All British tran sit" mark ing
and a matching "8 " credit hand stam p, a red Lond on transit and "PD" in an ova l mark ing
togeth er with Calais transi t and French receiving backstamps. Thi s cover is a wo nderful
example of the phant om rate. 12¢ was the unannounced rate to France and Algeria, via
England, afte r ex pira tion of the U.S.-French postal treaty, and this cover was prepaid for
the old 15¢ rate and credited for the 12¢ rate. The biddi ng on this rare usage began at
$ 1,200 and quickl y cli mbed to $6,500, selling to Purser client P I I, the same bidder who
had purchased lot 99.

Mail to Germany and de stin ations beyond Germany, inclu ding Scandin avi a, Syria
and Turkey, were lots 103 through 12 1. Aga in, the 10¢ and 15¢ rates to Germany were
we ll represented. Th ere was, however, a pair of covers (lots 109 and 110) to Hungary, a
scarce dest ination. Th e former showed the 10¢ direct mail ra te via Germ any, with 8¢
registry fee paid by a 15¢ (Scott 119) and a 3¢ 1869. Lot 110 was a single 1O¢ 1869 from
New York to Szalka, Hun gary. Both lots sold to Irwin Weinberg. Lot 109 sold for $2, 100
and lot 110 for $375. It is not often that you see two cove rs in the same sa le with 1869
stamps to Hun gary.

Lot 117 (Figure 10) was a cover with a 10¢ 1869 along with a 3¢ green Bank Note
(Scott 147) from Chi cago to Copenhagen, with the red Brem en transit and other typical
markin gs for this usage. Rarely does one find the 13¢ rate to Denmark properl y prepaid
with 1869 stamps: The color ful co mbination of the yellow and gree n stamps is very eye
appealing . Startin g at $700, it became mine for $3,500.
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Figure 9. Cover to Caussade, France. with 2¢ and 10¢ 1869 adhesives on 3¢ pink entire.
phantom rate usage following expiration of the U.S.-French postal treaty. ex Mack
(courtesy Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries)

Figure 10. 13¢ rate to Denmark on Chicago to Copenhagen cover paid by 3¢ green Bank
Note and 10¢ 1869. ex Mack (courtesy Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries)
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Finally, in the German mail section, lots 120 and 121 had covers to Beirut, Syria, and
Constantinople, Turkey, respectively. The cover to Beirut had a pair of 10¢ 1869 stamps
whic h paid the 20¢ rate via the North German Union closed mails. 15¢ was the rate to
Germany, and 5¢, as shown by a red "5" in a circle, indicates the additional postage
necessary for carriage beyond Germany to Syria. Thi s lot opened at $ 1,600 and was
hammered down at $2,900 to a Mandel client. Lot 121 also had a pair of 10¢ stamps to
Turkey fro m Washington , D.C. Th is cover so ld for $ 1,600 to te lephone bidder 34 , a
frequent buyer in the Mack sale.

24

Figure 11. April 7, 1869 cover New York to Shanghai, 10C and 24C 1869 stamps, short
term rate, earliest documented use of the 24C 1869 and second-earliest documented use
of the 10C, ex Mack (courtesy Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries)

Leaving the best for last, lots 122 through 130 were certainly the highlights of the
auctio n. Lot 122 (Figure II ) is a cover from New York to Shanghai, China, with 24¢ and
10¢ 1869s, both canceled by a square quartered cork of New York City. There is a red
"New York Paid All British transit Apr il 7" ( 1869) backstamp , a red Lond on transit
datestamp and a red crayon" I" Briti sh colonia l credi t on the fro nt and a Hong Kong
Mari ne Sorter backstamp on the reverse. This rate was only in effect from January I, 1868
to December 31, 1869; covers showing the rate are rare . This cover, however, is even more
desirab le in that the April 7, 1869 origin date is the earliest documented usage of the 24¢
1869. 1t is also the second earliest usage of the 10¢. (The earlie st documented usage of the
IO¢ stamp , dated Apri l I, 1869, repos es in the Hirzel collection on view at the Swi ss
Postal Museum in Bern e, Swi tze rland - see 1869 Times, No. 30, page 9) . The cove r is
signed by Bartels as well as by Ashbrook and has a 1949 Philatelic Foundation certificate.
The biddi ng co mme nce d at $ 18,000, and even this writer put his hand up for several
increments. But then a feeding frenzy began as the cover climbed through the $30,000 and
$40,000 range, finally stopping at $75,000, selling to a Purser client. This lovely cover was
subsequently seen in the collection of Alan Berkun, a collector who appreciates rare and
beautiful ear liest known usage s.
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Figure 12. 1872 cover from Nagasaki via San Francisco to Hamburg, Germany, 12¢ 1869
and 2¢ and 3¢ Bank Note stamps paying the 10¢ trans-Pacific rate and the 7¢ NGU
closed mail t reaty rate to Ireland, each stamp canceled w ith bold Nagasaki "N" strike, ex
Mack (courtesy Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries)

Subsequent lots showed uses from Uni ted Sta tes Post Offices in Japan. Lot 126
(Figure 12) has a 2¢ red brown and 3¢ green Bank Notes (Scott 146 and 147), together
with a 12¢ 1869, each cance led by a bold strike of the Naga sak i "N" cancel. There is a
matching "Yokohama, Japan, Aug. 22" circular date stam p on this 1872 cover to Hamburg,
Germany, with a San Francisco, California, September 13 double circle datestamp and a
red New York transit stamp together with a Hamburg receiver. As the auctionee r pointed
out, this is one of the few covers with the "N" cancellation of Nagasaki. The postage paid
the IO¢ trans-Pacific rate and the 7¢ North German Union closed mail rate for combined
postage of 17¢. Mail from Nagasaki, prior to the arrival of the circular datestamp in late
1872 or early 1873, was typically canceled with a form of obliterator such as the "N," and
then, as is the case with this cover, postmarked at the U.S. Post Office in Yokohama. This
lovely item, with its co lorful combination of markin gs and stamps, started at $ 11,000, and
was hammered down at $35,000 to telephone bidder 4 1.

The same buyer purchased lot 127 for $25,0 00. Thi s cover is ex-Gibson. It has three
individual 2¢ 1869s, each tied by a black "X" chop cance l on a IO¢ yellow green entire
(Scott U4\). It is not known whether the cover origi nated in China or Japan, but it is
addre ssed to Du blin , Ireland , and we nt via San Franc isco. Th ere is a magen ta "2"
handstamp with a matching San Francisco datestamp on the reverse, as well as a Dublin
May 3, 1870 backstamp . The postage paid the IO¢ trans-Pacific rate together with the 6¢
treaty rate to Ireland. Somewhat puzzling is the magen ta "2" hand stamp. The ca talog
indicates that it was applie d at San Francisco . It has been seen on other Trans-Pac ific
covers, but no one can explain its meaning.

Lot 128 (Figure 13) was a cover from Yokohama, Japan, to Lyons, France . Although
the addressee's name has been crossed out in ink, the combi nation of the 10¢ 1869 stamp
and a pair of 2¢ red browns (Scott 146), tied by black cork ca ncels, make a striking
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Figure 13. 10C 1869 stamps and a pai r of 2C Bank Notes on cover from Yokohama to
Lyons, France, ex Mack (courtesy Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries)
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Figure 14. 1884 registered cover, Baltimore to Hungary, f ranked with t he 1C, 2C and 12C
1869 reissues , ex Mack (courtesy Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries)
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appearance with the red New York transit marking and the Yokohama markings. The
postage paid the 1O¢ Trans-Pacific rate and the 4¢ British open mail rate from the United
States to France. This author was the underbidder on this cover when the hammer came
down at $25,000. Once again, telephone bidder 34 was the lucky buyer.

The Mack co llection con tained two beaut iful cov er s bearing the reissued 1869
stamps. Lot 129 (Figure 14) had the 12¢, the I ¢ and the 2¢ reissues, all tied by circular
cork cancels. There is a purple registered Baltimore, Maryland , May 2, 1884, oval registry
datestamp on a corner envelope used by Frank Y. Jones, Baltimore stamp dealer. The
postage paid the 5¢ U.P.U. rate and the 1O¢ registry fee in effect in 1884 . This cover is also
addressed to Hungary. The bidd ing began at $2 1,000 and climbed to an astou ndi ng
$47,500.

Figure 15. 1881 registered cover Brooklyn to Hanover, Germany, 24C 1869 reissue and 1C
Bank Note paying triple UPU rate and registry fee , ex Mack (courtesy Robert A . Siegel
Auction Galleries)

Lot 130 (Figure 15) has a 24¢ reissue (Scott 130), used with a I ¢ dark ultramarine
Bank Note (Scott 182), both bearing black cork cancels, paying the triple 5¢ U.P.U. rate
plus 10¢ registry fee to Hanover, Germany. There is a purp le "Regis tered/June 13, 1881,
Brooklyn, NY" datestamp. This is one of four recorded 24¢ 1869 reissue covers. Bidding
for this lovely cover began at $21,000. The cover was hammered down to a Mandel client
for $32,500.

When the dust lifted on this lovely holding asse mbled over more than 50 years, the
total prices realized came to approx imately $455,000, not inc lud ing the auctioneer's
commission. This total is all the more remarkable considering that the floor consisted of
only myself and Weinberg, auction agents Purser and Mandel, and six telephones (which
were used extensively during the course of the sale). It is also remarkable to note that the
130 or so lots took almost two hours to find new homes. Sales like this are a joy to attend
and a pleasure to report in these pages. 0
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BANK NOTE PERIOD
JOE H. CROSBY. Editor
A LOPSIDED CDS FROM FLORIDA IN THE BANK NOTE PERIOD
JOE H. CROSBY

Magnol ia Springs (C lay County), Florida, had its post offi ce establi shed on 25
October 1870 as Magnolia Mills. On I Dec 1870 the name was shortened to Magnolia.
That post office was discontinued on 23 December 1873, then reestabli shed on 17 April
1882 (stil1 with the name Magnol ia).

Interestingl y, when the post office nam e Magn olia was not being used in Cl ay
Co unty it was ado pted in Hernando Count y, when Pemberton 's Ferry (today Istachatta)
was changed to Magnolia on 8 August 1881. It was changed again only eight month s later,
on 14 April 1882, to Pemberton. That made it possible for the Clay Count y post office to
be reestabli shed ju st 3 days later as Magnolia. The proximity in timin g of the Hernando
County nam e change and the Clay County reestablishment certainly suggests these were
coordinated actions, but I haven' t found any record s to substantiate it.

On 9 Jul y 1890 the Clay County name aga in was chan ged , from Magnolia to
Magnolia Springs. The post office continued under that name until 24 May 1926, when the
mail was moved to Green Cove Spr ings. '

Figure 1. MAGNOLIA FLA. circular date st amp with decorative fleurons and manuscript
date Nov. 19. 1882; co rk grid killer socked on t he nose of 3¢ blue green re-engraved
American Bank Note Company issue of 1881

The cove r at Fi gure I was po stmarked on 19 Nove mbe r 188 2, durin g th e
reestabli shed period, whe n the form er Magnolia Mil1s was operating under the nam e
Magnolia. The Clay Co unty postmaster simply cut away or removed "Mills" from the
32mm CDS, leaving the decorative fleurons on either side of "FLA.," and continued its
use, even though it made the postmark quite asymmetr ical. It is obvious that the 4-bar grid
cork kil1er was not dup lexed with this device.

'Alfred G. Bradbury and E. Story Hallock , A Chronology of Florida Post Offices ([Vera
Beach ?] FL: The Flor ida Federation of Stamp Club s, 1962). See also Ken Schoolmeester, "Post
Offic es of Clay County, Florid a," La Posta, Nov. 1989, pp. 23-28, for an exce llent map of the area.
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What are the earlie st and latest known uses of this unusually lopsided circular date
stamp? It could have been used from 1870- 1873 and from 1882-1890. Deane Briggs,
editor of the Florida Postal History Journal , has furnis hed me copie s of this same marki ng
used on Nov. 5, 1882 (manuscript as in Figure I), which is it the ear liest so far. He has a
Mar. 15 (no year date) in green ink with the same lopsided appearance but the day/date is
in type face. This has to be no earlier than 1883 and is the latest use of the subjec t cancel
so far reported.

Briggs also reports a 28mm double circle Apri l 10, 1899 Magnolia, Fla. marki ng on
a cover addressed to Magnolia and forwarded to Boston, Mass., and a much sma ller 26m m
single circle date stamp that is a normal symmetrical marking which had replaced the
lopsided cancel by April 4, 1890. From this we now know that the Magnolia post office
had discontinued using the subject marking before it changed its name to Magnolia
Springs .' Can other collectors tell us the rest of this story ? We simply need to uncover a lot
more Magnolia Mills and Magnolia, Fla. cance ls to fully understand the time per iod of
these postal markings . If you have any in formation , please contact the author at
joecrosby@cox.net or at 5009 Bamsteeple Court, Oklahoma City OK 73 142. 0

2A careful review of The Florida Collection of Charles F. Meroni , David G. Phillips Co . Inc.
Auction Sale of Jan . 26, 1985, found no similarly lopsided Florida postmark from the stampless
period through the Spa nish-American War period. How ever, Lot 49 1 doe s illustrate an earlier
Magnolia , Fla. cds on U9 (1854) which is symmetrical though no such post office is listed at that
time in any Florida count y. Additionall y, Lot 493 is an 1891 cover from Magnolia Sprin gs, Fla.,
with a grid tying a #220, without illustration.
FAKE!
A dreaded word to any collector or dealer who's

stuck with faked, fraudulent, forged, or otherwise
counterfeit U.S. related philatelic material

SOLUTION'
Donate your spurious philatelic material to

S.C.B.A.P.
Stamp & Cover Repository & Analysis Program

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society
To arrange a potentially tax deductible donation, contact :

Michael J. Brown P.O. Box 300, Ughtfoot, VA 23090
S.C.R.A.P. Administrator Telephone: (757) 565-4414
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society brown621@Widomaker.com

http://www.uspcs.orglSCRAP.html
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN C. CAMPBELL, Editor
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY FIRST DAY USAGE
MATIHEW KEWRIGA

The sale of the Robert L. Markovits collection of United States Official Stamps,
1873- 1884, by Matt hew Benn ett , Inc. on February 7, 2004, contained two of the four
recorded first day usage s of officia l stamps. Illustrated in Figure I , the 3¢ Treasury first
day cover to Canada, lot 3 185, was the first to be offered. This cover has great appea l on
two fronts; first, it is the only recorde d official first day cover used to a foreign destinati on,
and second, it is the on ly recorded Treasury first day cove r. After spirited bidding, the lot
was hamm ered down to a promin ent collector of first day covers and earliest documented
usages for the hammer price of $ 10,000, fully twice the presale estimate. Th e lot was
placed on extension and submitted to The Philatelic Foundation for verifica tion of its
usage on Jul y I, 1873. Without dated contents or docketing, the Foundation erred on the
side of caution and issued a certificate stating genuine usage, but decl ining opinion as to
the year of use, since Washington, D.C. postmarks in the period 1873- 1876 did not include
the year date. In the Markovits exhibit write-up, in the auction lot descr iption, and in the
census of EKUs for official stamps conducted by Alan C. Campbell,' this item had always
been represented to be a first day cover. But unless the year date could be confirmed as
1873, both the buyer and se ller stood to be bitter ly disappointed.

~ r £ tt 51l y~ tp a r~ 'lltnt,
<~~i~b~ " l\:' ~nir~ .

;- J.

Figure 1. 3C Treasury Department first day usage, short-paid sing le treaty rate to
Eugenia, Canada (photo courtesy of Matthew Bennett, Inc .)

Newly employed at the Bennett firm, I was given the task of coordinating research to
establish the year date for thi s 3¢ Treasur y cover. In the absence of dated co ntent s or
docketing, the only techn ique for establishing the year date of Washington, D.C. usages
from this period is the careful study of the postmarks themselves and their attached killers.

'Alan C. Campbell, "Usage of Officia l Stamps in Washington, D. c., 1873-1874," Chronicle,
Vol. 52, No.3 (Whole No. 187) (Aug. 2000), pp. 205-215.
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The three confirmed official first day covers bear matchin g 24mm diameter Washington
circu lar datestamps du plexed wi th the sa me di stinctive cu t co rk ki ller. In order of
discove ry, they are:

1. 3¢ State, letter carried in diplomatic pouch from the U.S . Consu late in Malta to
Washin gton , D.C. , whe re posted July I , 1873 to Mrs. J .H . Royce in Albio n, N.Y.;
enclosure dated June 10, 1873. (ex-Ehrenberg, Siegel Sa le 577 , lot 335)2

2. 3¢, 6¢ Interi or on U.S. Patent Office free frank enve lo pe to A.D. Briggs,
Springfield, Massachu sett s; Chief Cle rk Grin nell sig nature at upper right. (Lanp hear
Collection)'

3. 3¢, 6¢ Interior on Office of Indian Affairs free frank envelo pe to T.W. Bennett ,
Governor of Idaho in Boise City, Idaho Territory. (ex-Ma rkov its, lot 3400 , see Figure 2)

Figure 2. 3¢, 6¢ Department of the Interior first day usage, triple domestic letter rate
(photo courtesy of Matthew Bennett, lnc.)

Research by Lester C. Lanphear III has shown that the 24mm Washin gton, D.C .
circular da testam p was on ly used through Sep tember 1873! T he only other size of
datestamp recorded as being used in July 1873 is 26 mm in diameter and duplexed with an
incised pentagram killer. This size of datestamp without a year date and hour of the day
was used through September 1874. The Markovits Treasury cove r matches neither of these
combinations, having a misshapen datestamp of intermediate size dupl exed with a wide ly
quart ered cork killer. Finding another Washington , D.C. usage with this same cance llation
combination and dated contents or docketin g would be the key to proving the yea r date of
the Markovits cover.

I bega n by sea rching my personal library of auctio n ca talogs and photocop ies of
co llec tions. Thumbing through a co mplete photocopy of the Tuck Taylor co llec tion of

2Lester C. Lanphear III, "Department of Interior First Day Usage," Chronicle, Vol. 48, No.2
(Whole No. 170) (May 1996), Figure 2, p. 11 2.

-tu«, Figure I , p. I II.
' Ibid., pp. 111-17.
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Figures 3 and 4. Front and message side of a 1C postal card, July 1, 1873 usage from
Washington, D.C. with 25.5mm circular datestamp duplexed with a wide quartered cork
killer (photos courtesy of Roger D. Curran)

Washington, D .C. postal history, I was amazed to come across the pos tal card shown in
Figure 3. This item had not bee n included in the copy of Mr. Taylor 's exhibit co llection on
file with the U. S. Ph ilatelic Classics Society, and as a result had not been previously see n
by co llectors of official stamps. Not only doe s this postal card have the same 25.5mm
diameter datestamp and wide ly quartered cork as the 3¢ Treasury cover, but it also has the
same Jul y I date. M r. Taylor 's exhibit write-up identified this as an 1873 usage, but it
wasn 't clear how this had been determine d. I was able to track down the current owner,
Roger D. Curran, President of the U. S. Cancellation Club and an indefatigab le researcher,
who had purchased the Bank Note portion of Mr. Taylor 's collection. Illustrated in Figure
4, the message side of this postal card provi des the first evidence that a 25.5mm diameter
datestamp was also used at the main Washington, D. C. post office in Ju ly 1873. So far,
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Figure 5. 3¢ Department of the Interior August 30, 1873 usage, short-paid single t reaty
rate to Eugenia, Canada

this postal card and the Markovit s Treasury cover are the only recorded examples of this
datestamp and killer combination.

Further analy sis of the Markovits Treasury cover reveals clues corroborating the
1873 date of use . This is an ob solete free frank envelope bearing the chief c lerk' s
signa ture. Prior to the introduction of official s tamps, the requirement wa s for an
authorized official to frank the outgoing mail from the departmental offices. Designated
frankin g clerks were known to have pre-franked envelopes to speed up the handling of the
mail , an illegal but common practice. Of course , the clerks would have ceased pre
franking envelopes once the offici al stamps came into use. The cover in question was
prepared for free frank usage with the comer card and signature space printed in the upper
right, leaving no room for a stamp. Due to the heavy mail volume from the large Third
Auditors Office of the Treasury Department, stocks of obsolete pre-signed free frank
envelopes would probab ly have been used up by the end of 1873.

Figure 5 depicts another official mailing to Mrs. Florilla M. Davis in Eug enia,
Ontario, the same addressee as on the July I Treasury cover. Thi s cover is from the
Department of the Interior, and is franked with a single 3¢ Interior short-paying the 6¢
treaty rate to Canada . Due markings are not presen t, suggesting the Canadian post office
may not have noticed the deficiency. Postmarks include a 24m m diameter Washingto n,
D.C. circu lar datestamp and an 1873 Canadian receiver on the reverse. It is rather odd to
find short-paid official covers from two different departments addre ssed to the same
recipient. This second cover from the same correspondence es tab lishes that Mrs. Davis
was receiving mail from the U. S. Government in 1873.

The 3¢ Treasury stamp partiall y pays the 6¢ per half-ounce treaty rate to Canada in
effect from April I , 1868 to January 30, 1875. The part ial payment was not accepted per
postal regulation (no credit given for partial payment) and was handstamped "U.S. 10 cts"
in an oval for postage due by the addressee. Durin g this period, the unpa id rate to Canad a
was IO¢ per half-ounce.

Thi s supporting evidence is consistent with an 1873 usage. But the true proof that
the ex-Markovits 3¢ Treasury cover is a first day usage is the ex-Taylor postal card with
the matching July I duplex postmark from Washington , D.C. and manuscript date on the
message side confirming the 1873 year of usage. Thi s 3¢ Treasury cover is now the fourth
confirmed official first day cover. 0
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN C. CAMPBELL, Editor
3¢ AGRICULTURE "SHORT TRANSFERS" OF THE LEFT SIDE
GEORGE G. SAYERS

Figures 1-3 show stamps and "Atlanta" proofs of the three major types of short
tran sfers of the left side of the 3¢ Agriculture stamp discovered so far . At lea st one
additional po sition shows a small short transfer at the left top corner. The stamp
illustrations are shade enhanced to develop sufficient contrast of the yellow stamps to
enable generation of a legible halftone black image.

For yellow stamps such as these, plate varieties are difficult to recognize. The eye
does not detect differences in intensity of yellow very well, rendering the small variations
of plate varieties virtually invisible. The author was fortunate to first recognize two of the
short transfers described here on the much scarcer black Atlanta trial color plate proofs.
The variet ies are much easier to recognize in the darker colors of the trial color proofs.
However, it is difficult to dist inguish between short transfers like these and scrape
damaged proofs, so there were a few anxiou s months until confirming stamps were found.
Fortunately, these plate varieties are readily attainable in the much more common 3¢
Agriculture stamp with the templates from the proofs as a reference.

Position 10 shows erasure of the four frame lines at the left from the top corner to
just below the level of Washington 's chin, and erasure of the outer line at the value ribbon.
This position shows the characteristic mark of a bright dot ju st outside the right frame line
Imm below the top right corner.

Position 18 shows era sure of the four fra me lines from the level of the "A" in
"AGRICULTURE" to the top corner, and erasure of the top frame line from the corner, six
to seven vertica l lines to the right. There is a weak short vertical mark in the top margin
above the "T" of "DEPT" which shows on the black and brown "Atlanta" trial color plate
proofs, but which may not show on stamps. The erasure of the top frame line above the
"0 " of "DEPT" is probabl y the best distinguishing mark .

Position 28 shows erasure of the four left frame lines from the level of the "A" of
"AGRICULTURE" to the top corner and a "weak" area at the level of Washington 's chin.
This position shows a characteristic mark of a short vertical line in the top margin ju st
above the "T" of "AGRICULTURE."

Note that each positio n has a distinguishing mark that appears to show on most
printings, making positive identification of each type generally possible. Th e plate
po sitio ns for each of these varieties. and the illustration of 043 below, have been
confirmed by Lester C. Lanphear III by examination of his set of photographs of plate
proof sheets prepared by Elliott Perry from the proof sheets owned by the Earl of
Crawford and Senator Ackerman. With these examples in hand, it is worthwhile to
examine the distinction between the classic short transfer whic h results from the transfer
roll making less than a full image roll-in, and these "short transfers," which resulted from
unintentional erasure of part of the image of one position , as part of the removal of a plate
defect which caused an unacceptable ink mark on the printed sheet.

For the 19th Century Departmentals, two plate varieties probably qua lify as true
classic short transfers: the short transfer across the top of the 24¢ Treasury (Scott 080) at
position 6 1, and the short transfer across the entire top of the 30¢ Treasury (Scott 08 1) at
position 4 1. The "short transfers" at the left side of the 3¢ Agriculture described in this
article , and probab ly all the other short transfers on the Departmentals, are the result of the
erasure of marks on the plate. This task is generally accomplished , not with a burnishing
tool as some literature citations have indicated, but with the use of an engraver's stone, as
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Figure 4. 24¢ State, vertical smear lower left

Figure 6. 24¢ Navy, over-erasure and repair,
top right corner

Figure 5. 6¢ State, vertical smear right margin



described and illu str ated in Ernes t A. Kehr's ar ticle, "E ras ing a Stamp Plate," in The
Essay- Proof Journal , Volume I, 1944, pp. 11-13. From his perso nal experience in erasing
steel plates (which are similar to the author's experience in repairin g copp er engravings),
Mr. Kehr states:

When a portion of a steel (or copper) plate is to be erased, . .. the plate is usually given
to an apprentice or a low-salaried employee of an engraving firm. It is the type of work
which requires time rather than unusual skill. The desired "era sure" is indicated and the
workman proceeds to do his job by "wea ring down" the entry with a "s tone" (a piece of
abra sive material) the size of which varies from II4-inch square to I-inch square ,
depending upon the size of the area to be erased. A coa rse stone is used to remove the
bulk of the design and then a fine stone to complete the "era sing."
Mr. Kehr goes on to describe the use of scraping tools, hamm ering out the back , and

finall y resurfacing to produce a clean , polished plate. For the low skill level engraving
damage repair with which the author is familiar, the purpose is to remove a mark which
causes an inappropriately placed spot of ink, without altering the surrounding engraving.
The repairer (or "tooler") works from a proof printed on a proof (proofing/proving/approving)
press and marked up by the quality control unit. He removes the cau ses of stray ink
blotches, and occasionally then strengthens engraving lines which may have been
damaged in the process. The engraver's stone can be shaped to work in small areas. Whil e
the burnishing tool is useful for closing scratches and fine engraved lines, it is difficult to
push metal around, and the tool frequ entl y causes high and low spots which must be
"stoned" flat.

Good examples of stray ink marks which would norm ally be removed can be found
on the 24¢ State plate. In several positions there is a vertical smea r at the lower left corner ,
probabl y caused by an irregularity of the transfer roll -in result ing in a high spot which did
not wipe clean. (Figure 4) If the plane tangent to the co ntac ting surface of the transfer roll
is not parallel to the plane of the plate, the transfer roll may push up metal ahead of itse lf
as the engraving is rolled in, on one side more than the other. Thi s causes an "L" shaped
ridge at the end of the roll-in path which has a sharp vertica l edge next to the image, but
slopes more gently in the opposi te direction . The vertica l (with respec t to the image)
portion of this ridge will cause the final wipe of the polishin g blade to raise off the plate
slightly at the ridge, leaving a small streak of ink. The other leg of the ridge wipes clean.
This vertical ridge can be easily removed with a stone. The short transfer of this corner
which occurs at position lO on the 24¢ State plate is likely a result of repair of this type of
high spot.

Sim ilarl y, several posit ions of the 6¢ State plate show a vertical smear probably
caused by the track left by the followin g edge of the tran sfer roll. (Figure 5) The cause of
this stray ink would normally be removed, and it may be repai r of such a track which caused
the "short transfers" on the 3¢ Agriculture positions which are the subject of this articl e.

An interesting eras ure of design lines and subsequent attempted repair of those lines
occurs at the upper right comer of a few positions of the 24¢ Navy (Scott 043). See Figure
6 which shows the erasure and recut at position 33. One can see from the illustration that
the solution is much uglier than the problem, the reason why in most cases no attempts are
made to repair the over-erasure.

In conclusion, the haste with which the Departm entals plates were made certain ly
ca used co mpromises in the normal quality stan da rds for the Co ntinental plat es. Th e
resulting plate varieties are an entertaining and rewarding area of research. 0
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Figure 1. Type P approval
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
THE FIRST USE OF LINCOLN ON U.S. STAMPS: REVENUE STAMPED PAPER
RONALD E. LESHER AND WILLIAM J. AINSWORTH

Since the publication of Turner 's monumental Essays and Proof s of United States
Internal Revenue Stamps (1974), we have known that the 5¢ Type P design for revenue
stamped paper was approved on May 31, 1865, ju st 46 days after the death of Lincoln.
Th is approva l date is also the earliest approval date of any of the designs for revenue
stamped paper. The 50¢, Type V, also featurin g the portrait of Lincoln , was approved on
June 22, 1865. The appro val date of the 25¢, Type T, is in 1865 as well , but the actual date
has been tr immed off. No such approva l piec es are known for the othe r types with
deliveries in 1865 (i .e., the two different 2¢ types (A and B) and the single 1O¢, Type R);
their approvals seem likely during May-June 1865.

~~:t. ,'/Qr

~'l'~"'.
Figure 2. Type V approval

From the American Phototype Archive (Czec h, 2003) we know that Type P was used
to imprint certificates of deposit for the American Exchange National Bank (Specimen D).
The bank was at 128-1 30 Broadway in lower Manh attan , just aro und the corne r from
American Phototype at 87 Cedar St. Further, there was a very close relation ship between
the American Exc hange National Bank and the Ame rican Phot otype Company. The
President of American Phototype, William A. Booth , was formerly the President of the
American Exchange National Bank. The President of the bank at the time was George S.
Coe; William P. Coe was Treasurer of the American Phototype Company. While we do not
know unequivocally the relationship between these two men, there is the suspicion that
they were brothers.

Specimen K from the American Phototype archive is a red Type B stamp (Scott RN
B10) on a generic check for the American Exchange Nat ional Bank . This same check is
known to have been used by at least three account hold ers in the American Exc hange
Chronicle 204 I November 2004 I Vol. 56, No.4 30 1
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Figure 3. Specimen D (both Original and Duplicate)

••.r'
~o. .."y...._.._...

,,~l.ltiJmlJI}~~d';@J~ilf !!ra!t~JI)1l~l!ll:1J£lllIJ~

$ ---- - -

Figure 4. Specimen K
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National Bank. In fact the earliest known use of an imprinted check is August 3, 1865,
suggesting that Specimen K checks were among the first deliveries.

The recent discovery of an imprinted receipt (Scott RN-B2) of the steam sugar
refiner, Booth & Edgar, dated June 22, 1865 pushes back the first deli veries of stamped
paper into June 1865. Thi s is significant because it has long been assu med that regular
deliveries of stamped paper had begu n July I. It should also be noted that the William A.
Booth, President of the American Phototype Compa ny, was one of the named partners of
the steam sugar refiner ! Fortunately, this same instrument also has been fou nd in the
American Phototype archive; it is specimen M. It seems reasonable that if the Booth &
Edgar receipts (speci me n M) were available for use in late June 1865, then both the
generic checks and the certificates of deposit for the American Exchange National Bank
(specimens K and 0 , respectively ) also must have been delivered by June 22, 1865.

BOOTH

c2/f/;p fjovl .. . / :PC
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Figure 5. Specimen M

Figure 6. First use of Type B on receipt (Scott RN-B2)

::r ... . , I. , .. ....

There is one other matter that needs to be resolved to complete this argument. The
annual reports of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue include the followi ng quantities
for the first delivery of stamped paper in April 1865: 2¢, 40,000; 5¢, 1,000; 10¢, 500; 25¢,
400; 50¢, 100. There are no deliveries listed for Mayor June 1865! One speculation about
this report for April (with no de liveries for Mayor June) has been that thi s was for
approval purposes. But why would American Phototype deliv er 40 ,000 2¢ specime ns or
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Figure 7. First use of Type B on check (Scott RN-B101. August 3, 1865

Figure 8. RN-B10 used by B.H. Van Auken, President, D.V.M., January 23,1866

Figure 9. RN-B10 used by H. C. Lord, President, lnd , Cin & Laf RR Co, January 19, 1871

proofs ju st for app roval purposes? Sim ilarly, why wou ld one deliver varying quanti ties of
different denominations? Surely, these are del iveries of imprinted instruments.

We now have ju stifi cation to dismiss this speculation about a delivery for approval
purposes. In light of the documented use of the imprinted 2¢ stamp Type B in Ju ne and the
approval of types P and V in May and June, it would make more sense if this anomalous
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report of an April delivery was simply a clerical error and was reall y meant to be the
report of June deliveries.

By assuming that these deliveries were in June rather than in April , several other
matters are resolved in a parsimonious fashion. First, there is a new found continuity in
deliveries of stamped paper beginning in June 1865 with no two month hiatus. Secondly,
there is no further need to puzzle about deliveries of stamps before their approval dates.

So it would appear that the first delivery of the 5¢ Type P revenue stamped paper,
featuring the portrait of the "Martyred President" Abraham Lincoln , was on the certificates
of deposit of th e Am erican Exchange National Bank about two months afte r the
assassination, probabl y just prior to June 22, 1865.

There was a delivery of 500 of the 1O¢ stamp as well , an imprinted stamp that also
featured the portrait of Lincoln . A delivery of 500 seems likely to have been the work for a
single user. What might it have been? We cannot know with any certainty, but we do know
that three categories of documents are the most likely candidates: casualty insurance
policy or renewal on which the premium was under"$10 , broker's contract, and general
agreement. The earliest recorded uses are from 1867, so we have no reasonable candidate
for the first user of the Type R 10¢ imprinted stamp.

•Finally, the delivery of 100 of the 50¢ stamp would have also featured Lincoln 's
,portrait. Once again thebest we can do is to sugges t the mo st likely categori es of
documents on which these imprinted stamps might have occurred: casualty insurance
poli cy on whi ch the premium exceeded $50, life insurance policy with a face value
exceeding $ 1000 but under $5000, entry of goods over $ 100 up to and including $500,
mortgages of $500 (often marketed as $500 mortgage bond s), promi ssory notes of $ 1000
(often marketed as unsecured bond s). The se latter two are frequ entl y seen as railroad
bonds, eithe r sec ured by a mortgage on the property of the compa ny or unsecured
promises to pay which in recent times we have known as junk bond s. As with the 10¢
stamp, the earliest recorded uses are from 1867, so we have no reasonable candidate for
the first deliveries of the imprinted 50¢ stamp.
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
RICHARD F. WINTER, Editor
Section Editor's Note: It is always a pleasure to have an article by a new author.
Dwayne Littauer is well established as a successful exhibitor of transatlantic material with
German, French and British mail exhibits. From his collection, he reports an important
addition to our knowledge of the Prussian mail, supporting previous research publi shed in
the Chronicle.

WESTBOUND PART PAID PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL COVER DISCOVERED

DWAYNE O.lITTAUER
In Chronicle 181, Heinrich Conzelmann discussed letters sent in the Prussian closed

mail that were not fully paid.' Article II of the United States-Prussian convention of 1852
prohibited payment of less than the whole rate.' Nevertheless , an August 31, 1853, notice
of the United States Post Office Department to postmasters instructed that " . . . contrary to
the pract ice under the United States and British Postal Convention, in the Prussian mail
every full rate of 30 cents is credited, whether the who le postage on a letter or packet is
prepaid or not, leaving any balance due to be collected at the office of delivery,'? As a
result , if a double rate letter sent under the Prussian Convention was paid at least one full
rate, that part of the prepayment would not be wasted. Due postage to the recipient would
be only the remaining full rates.

Conzelmann showed examples of several multiple-rate Prus sian convention letters
from the United States on which at least one whole rate was prepaid and the remaining
whole rates were collected from the recipient. He showed covers only from the United
States to Prussia (and one beyond Prussia to Sweden).

At the end of his article, Conzelmann noted that , to date , no partially paid covers
from Germany to the United States have been found. Such a cover now can be reported. It
is interesting not only because it is a westbound example of this unusual practice, but also
because it shows the practice employed in an exchange office other than New York, i.e.,
Chicago. Finally it is interesting because it shows examples of two exchange office
markings that previously were unlisted :

The newly discovered cover is shown in Figure I . The letter is from Augsburg,
Bavaria, June 3, 1861, to East Des Moines , Iowa. Since the cover has no year date, the
1861 date was deduced from the following information. The letter was sent after Chicago,
along with Detro it and Portland, became an exchange office under the Prussian convention
in the spring of 1861, which allowed it to correspond wit h Aac hen by means of the
Canadian mail packets of the Allan Line.' The 25¢ Aachen credit is consistent with a 30¢
rate. Thus, the letter was sent before the prepaid Prussian convention rate to the United

'Heinrich Conzelmann, "Part Paid Covers in the Prussian Closed Mail ," Chronicle 181:58-67.
' 16 U.S. Statutes at Large 963-75.
'Notice in the August 31, 1853, National lntelligencer , also reprinted in Postal Laws and

Regulations of the Unit ed Stat es of Am eri ca, 1851, reprint ed. (Holland, Michigan : Theron
Wierenga, 1980), newspaper clippings section in the back of this reprinted edition append ed by
Horatio King, Superintendent of the Foreign Mail Service in 1852.

"Leonard Piszkiewicz, "The Chicago Exchange Office and Pre-U.P.U. Transatlantic Mail ,"
Chronicle 179:220-33.

' 16 U.S. Statutes at Large 978, Additional Articles to the United-Prussian Postal Convention
of 1852, signed December 28, 1860, and April 24, 1861. Article IV of those Additional Articles
provided the change would be effective 15 days after notice was received in each country that the
Additional Articles were concluded.
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Figure 1. Double rate letter from Augsburg, Bavaria, June 3, 1861, to East Des Moines,
Iowa. Only 84 kreuzer of the required 90 kreuzer was prepaid. A Prussian exchange office
clerk accepted 45 kreuzer of the 84 kreuzer prepayment and treated the letter as part
paid, writing in blue "halb frei," meaning "half free ." The two Aachen marks are a 25¢
credit to the United States and a 5¢ debit to the United States. The Chicago exchange
office clerk applied both its red paid exchange office marking and its blue unpaid
exchange office marking.

States was reduced to 28¢ in Septem ber 1861, when the credit would have been 23¢ .6 It
was prepaid 84 kreuzer by three copies of the orange yellow 18 kreuzer Bavarian issue of
1854, a pair of the red 12 kreuzer Bavarian issue of 1858, and a single of the brown 6
kreuzer typ e II Ba vari an issu e. Each is ca nce led with the cogwheel numeral "28"
obliterator of Augsburg. The letter was endorsed "Ostende," which referred to the route of
the Prussian closed mails throu gh Ostend , Belgium. The black "MAINZ /4 6 III /COLN"
straight line back stamp indica tes the letter was carrie d on the Prussian rail road from
Main z to Cologne.

The single Pru ssian convention rate from Bavaria to the United States in 1861 was
45 kreuzer for a letter weighin g up to one loth. ' A Prussian exchange office clerk weighed
the letter at one loth or more, requiring a doubl e rate of 90 kreuzer. The statement of the
weight is written in blue ink in the upper left corner just to the right of the adhesives, but it
is not clear what amount was written. The 84 kreuzer prepayment was insufficient to pay
two rates, but it was enough for one rate. The clerk wrote in blue "halb frei ," meanin g
"half free," to indi cate that only one full rate was paid. Accepting at leas t 45 kreuzer of the
postage meant that only 39 kreuzer was wasted.

"Charles J. Starnes, United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations,1847 to GPU-UPU
revised ed. (Louisville, Kentucky: Leonard H. Hartmann, 1989), p. 17. This rate change first shows
up in the October 1861 United States Mail and Post Office Assistant repri nt (Chicago: Collector' s
Club of Chicago, 1975), p. 52.

"Karl Za ngerle , Handbu ch der Auslandstaxen der siiddeutschen Postgebiete - Gulden
Wiilmmg - 1850-1875 (Wiesba den, Germa ny: Heinrich Kohler KG, 1990), p. 118.
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The Prussian clerk applied the Aachen exchange office markin gs applicable to both
paid and unpaid letters. With respect to the unpaid portion , the black "AACHE N/5 Cts,"
double circ le hand stamp was a 5¢ debit to the United States for German intern al postage.
With respec t to the paid portion , the red "AACHEN PAID/2 5 Cts," double circle hand
stamp was a 25¢ credit to the United States represen ting 20¢ for sea, Brit ish and Belgian
tra ns it and 5¢ for Un it ed St at es post age. The large blue manu script "2" meant 2
silbe rg rosche n, whic h equaled the 5¢ debi t to th e Uni te d Sta tes and was du e to the
originating office in Bavaria. There is a red Germ an crayon manu script at the lower left
that has been oblitera ted by five strikes of the Chicago exc hange offic e markings. Part of
the crayon markin g is " wf," meaning weiterfranco, or foreign postage. The "wf" usuall y is
followed or preceded by a numb er. Whil e the number here is illegibl e, the number could
have been "1 1," the silbergroschen equivalent of the 25¢ credit to the United States .

Th e letter was placed in a mail bag that was se nt th rough Belgium and Eng land
without being ope ned in those co untries (thus the name " Prussia n closed mail " ). In
England, the mail bag was probably placed on board the Allan Line Jura , which sa iled
from Londonderry June 7,1 861, and arrived in Quebec on June 17, 186 1.8 The closed mail
bag was sent to Chicago on the Canadian Grand Trunk Railway." Th e clerk in the Chicago
exc hange office appears to have been uncertain wha t to do with thi s letter. From the
markings it appears that he first thought that it was an ins ufficiently paid cover and
require d one rate of 30¢, whic h he noted wi th the blue "CHI CAGO ILL/JUN 18/30"
datestamp struck ove r the weiterfranco crayon ratin g markings on the lower left side .
Sub sequ entl y, he changed his mind and considere d that the letter was paid . He applied a
red "CHIC AGO ILL AM PKT/JUN 8/30 PAID " once at the top left and agai n at the top
right. The "JUN 8" date in the paid marking is obviously an error, evidently forgetting to
add the" I" slug to the date. He then struck this marking four more times over the marking
that he had applied to show the letter require d pos tage due. It appears that he decided that
no postage was due afte r all. As these marking were not listed in the Piszkiewicz art icle on
the Chicago Exchange Office, they are trace d as Fig ures 2 and 3.

Figure 2. Newly reported Chicago exchange
office marking in red ink, indicating that one
30e rate was prepaid. It appears the Chicago
clerk used this marking to obliterate a
German crayon marking and the blue due
Chicago marking.

Figure 3. Newly reported Chicago
exchange office marking in blue ink
indicating 30e was due. The clerk
may have used the red exchange
office marking to cancel this blue
marking.

Wh ile this is the only wes tbound part-paid Pru ssian co nvention cover recorded to
date, others must ex ist. Since most mail went through New York and Boston , they could
exis t throu gh those exc hanges office as well. D

"Walter Hubb ard and Richard F. Winter, North Atlantic Mail Sailings 1840-75 (Can ton, Ohio:
The U.S . Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., 1988), p. 137. It is also possibl e the letter was sent by the
Inman Line City of Baltimore, which sailed from Queenstown Ju ne 7, 1861 , and arr ived in New
York on Jun e 17, 186 1.

"Ibid., p. 130.
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BOOK REVI EW: AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND UK MAILS TO 1880,
RATES ROUTES AND SHIPS OU T AND HOME

Australia New Zealand UK Mails to 1880. Rates Routes and Ships Out and Home,
by Colin Tabeart. Publi shed 2004 by the author, 238 Hunts Pond Road, Fareh am, POl4
4PG, England. A4 format, 422 pages plus 9 pages of introductory text, tables of contents,
and a closing page about the author. Eleven chapters, a bibliography, two indexes, and
information abo ut the St uart Rossiter Tru st Fund . 103 illust rations of covers, maps,
miscellaneous documents and pictures of ships. Hardbound $90 sur face mail or $ 110
airmail from the author. A lso avai lable from Leonard Ha rtmann, P.O. Bo x 36006,
Louisville, KY 40233 , at $ 105 delivered to a U.S . address.

Col in Tabeart has long been a favorite author of mine for maritime postal history
informat ion. He has the unique ability to gather facts, which he does with inexhaust ible
energy, from numerous official and non-official sources , correctly interpret the data, and
the n organize it into a concise and logical explana tion of the events that took place. This
ta lent allows him to ass is t po st al history students in a way tha t few others do as
successfully. If his books are not in your philatelic library, then you are missing a very
important source of solid reference informat ion.

In 1989 Tabeart publi shed United Kingdom Letter Rates Inland and Overseas 1657
to 1900. The book was aga in printed in 1990 and 2002 with a supplement printed in 199 1.
A second edition of this book was published in 2003 with a com pletely rewritten text, the
inclusion of the supplemen tal informa tion, and a considerable amou nt of new information .
In 1997 he published Robertson Revisited: A Study of the Maritime Postal Markings of the
Briti sh Isles based on the work of Alan W Robertson.' In 2002 he publ ished Admiralty
Mediterranean Steam Packetsl830 to 1857.2

With the ink still damp on ear lier publishing efforts, he now provides us with the
frui ts of his resear ch lab or s in ano ther imp ortant area. For over thirty years he has
collected informat ion about the Australian mail. Now, afte r two years to write and publ ish
this work, he presents his latest book, Australia New Zealand UK Mails to 1880, Rates
Routes and Ships Out and Home. Thi s new work highlights his skill at assembling facts
gleaned from cou ntless hours of search at the Post Office Heritage (the new name for the
Pos t Office Archive s, Lon don ), the Na tiona l Archives (for merly the Publ ic Records
Office) , the British Library Newspaper Department and the Portsmouth Library.

When we first met in Jun e 1985, I was in London collec ting sailing data to com plete
the work that Walter Hubbard 's untimely death had left incompl ete. Tabeart introduced me
to a wonderful series of article s publ ished in Postal History, the jou rnal of the Postal
History Society (of the United Kingdom) between 1970-82. For many years, these articles
by Captain T.G .S. Ward provided the only information available on many of the mail
voyages between the United Kingdom and Australia. It was obvious to me now that these
articles sparked an interest in the Austra lian mails that never left Co lin Tabeart . As he
points out in his Preface, article s such as these, and the published work of John White
(New South Wales) , Reg Kirk (P&O Lines), G.P. Molnar (European and Australian and
Orient Lines) and Gerald Eliott (New Zealand) told only part of the story of the nineteenth
century maritime mails between Austra lia and the United Kingdom . Access to these
wri tings required ownership of six books and several magazines, which, in total, still did
not fully answer the principal questions: how did the covers travel and why were they
rated as shown by the cover's markings. Well, Tabeart' s new book does that and more. I
don 't know when I have been more enthusiastic about adding a reference book to my

'See review in Chronicle 177: 84-88.
'See review in Chronicle 195:222-25.
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library. Thi s book exceeds my expectations as far as the mail s to Australia and New
Zealand are concerned; I have long felt that there was inadequate reference information
available in this area to help collectors understand their covers.

Chapter 1 is extraordinarily important and is my nomination for the most useful
chapter of this book. Titled "Notes on each Colony and Postage Rat es to 1880," this
chapter fills in many holes about Australian colonial rates with which I have struggled
over the years. In his typical manner, Tabeart sets out all his information in chronological
order. As those familiar with his United Kingdom Letter Rates Inland and Overseas 1657
to 1900 recognize, this presentation allows one to quickly and eas ily find rate data and
when rates changed. First he assembles British inland rates as they would apply to mail
with Australia and New Zealand, then he addresses ship letter and packet letter rates. In
each case, he follows detai led explanations with helpfu l table s that summarize the rates for
a particu lar type. Next , in the same chapter, he takes each colony in alphabetical order and
provides a snapshot history of the colony, showing with maps the key ports and landmarks
used by the sailing and steamship lines that will be addre ssed in later chapters. He also
provides inland rates, ship and packet letter rates for each colony, besides disc ussing the
various route used to get mail to and from that colony. For anyone who has struggled to
find infor mation such as this for a cover of a particular co lony, the importance of this
chapter will become immediately obvious.

Chapters 2 and 3 provide excellent overview s of ship letter and packet letter mail. In
the case of mail to and from Australia this is particularly complicated, perhaps explaining
why assembling all this data hasn 't been undertaken by a single author up to now. Before
the mid-1840s, mail between the United Kingdom and Australia was carried by private
sailing ships via the Cape of Good Hope, with some letters occasionally being carried by
ships of the Royal Navy. From 1844 to 1849, mail was carried by contract sailing ships,
via the Cape of Good Hope . From 1849 to 1852, mai l again was carried by private sailing
vessels. Contract steamships began to carry mail durin g the period 1852 to 1854, mostly
via the Cape of Good Hope. The service reverted to contract sailing ships between 1854
and 1856 via the Cap e of Good Hope. Finally in 1856 contrac t mail by steams hips
resumed, routed via Suez and Ceylon. Routing of mail acro ss the Pacific to South America
and Panama to hook up with the British steamship service to Panama was possib le from
the early 1840s, but organized contract routes did not start until the late 1860s. From 1870,
there were numerous steamship lines that carried British mai l between San Francisco and
New Zealand via Hawaii. From the mid 1870s steamship lines carried mails from the
northern part of Australia via the Torres Strait and Indonesia to hook up with the British
mail service to Singapore.

From Chapter 4 through Chapter I I , Tabeart provides very specific information
about contract mail operations, starting with the Toulmin sailing packe ts of 1844 carrying
mail from Londo n to Sydney and ending with the Orient Line of steamships carrying mail
from 1877 from Plymouth, England to Sydney. For each mail line, he provides the history
of the contractual arrangements, information about the ships of the line and how the mails
were handled, including specific marking s that may have been associated with the line,
and all the sailing data that he could assemble for the mai l voyages of the line. Using the
technique that he perfected in his book Admiralty Mediterranean Steam Packets 1830 to
1857, he presents sailing data by year and in the direction of the voyage, outbound and
home bound. The sailing data is presented in tabular form with arrival date s shown at the
major points of call in the voyage, along with exten sive footnotes. In some cases, there is
so much footnote information that he has chosen to break up the tabular listings to
incorporate the footnote data within the appropri ate voyage listings rather than put these
notes at the end of a page or the end of a table. Not all his tables are complete, but he has
accomplished a Herculean task with the data that he has assembled. Over 253 pages of his
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book provide specific sailing information of lines such as the Toulmin Packets; the
Australian Royal Mai l Steam Navigat ion Company; Peninsula & Oriental (P&O) Steam
Navigation Company; General Screw Steam Ship Company; a variety of clipper sailing
ships; the European and Australian Royal Mai l Company; the Panama, New Zea land and
Australian Royal Mail Company; the California, New Zealand, and Australian Mail Line;
the Australian and American Mai l Com pany; the Pacific Mail Steamship Company; the
Eastern & Australian Mail Steamship Company; the Orien t Line; and a host of other ships
that carried mail on either a trip or short term contract.

To demonstrate the value of this book, I have selected a cover from my collection.
Whe n I first evaluated this cove r many years ago, the task was much more difficult than it
would be today thanks to Tabeart. Figure I illustrates a printed circ ular to the Uni ted
States from one of the British co lonies in Austra lia. This 26 Janu ary 1854 circular of
Newell, Hooper & Stevens, Melbourne, Victoria, was addressed to Boston. The printed
heading inside the circular reads "Per Steamer 'MA DRAS,' via India." The circ ular was
marked in the upper left corner "2 Circu lars" to indica te that originally there were two
circulars toge ther, only one of whic h is in my co llection. The circulars were posted in
Me lbourne on 27 Janu ary 1854, and marked in the upper right corner with a red datestamp
of that office. The datestamp also indicated that the circulars were paid. The only payment
that could be made was the Victoria charge of I penny per circ ular. Since there were two
circ ulars, 2 pence was paid as shown by a red crayon "2" acros s the center of the circular.
There are no other datestamps on the circular. Reconstruction of the routing of the circu lar
is based on the stated desi re to send the circular by the Madras. This steamship was one of
the early P&O steamers under an 1853 contract negotiated with the British government to
carry mai l to Austra lia . Th e original contract ended in 1854 wit h many of the P&O
steamers being called-up to serve as transports for the Crimean War.

Figure 1. 26 January 1854, printed circular from Melbourne, Victoria, to Boston, paid
2x1d = 2d for two circulars. Circulars carried by P&O Madras to Ceylon under the first,
short-lived P&O mail contract. Since circulars were sent in the express mail via France,
they incurred a 6d or 12C charge for transit through France. Postage due in U.S. was 16C,
the 12C debit from France plus 4C U.S. fee for two circulars.
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Ship Dep At At At At At Galle Arr Dep At Arr Arr Notes
Sydney Mel Adlalde KGS Snore Suez Alex Malta Mars Soton

Shanghai 19 Sep 24/27 1-2 Oct 9/11 Oct X 31 Oct 7
Bombay 13 Nov 29 Nov [88]
Euxine 8 Dec 12 Dec 24 Dec
Vectis 12 Dec 14 Dec
Chusan 26 Nov 29/30 3-4 Dec 10/ 11 X 29 Dec 8
Oriental 14 Jan 31 Jan [78]
Himalaya 1854 4 Feb 7 Feb 16 Feb
Yectls 7 Feb 10Feb
Madras 25 Jan 28/30 2/2 Feb 6/8 Feb X 23 Feb 9
Bengal 1854 28 Feb 15 Mar [63]
Ripon 20 Mar 24 Mar 3 Apr
Valetta if24 Marl !f26 Mr]
Chusan 21 Mar 23125 28/29 3/4 Apr X 22 Apr 10
Hindostan 28 Apr 14 May [77]
Simla Note 10 31 May 10 Jun
Valetta 22 May 25 May 28 May
Madras 25 May 29/30 1-2 Jun 7/8 Jon X 25 Jun 11
Ganges 26 Jun 14 Jul [69]
Tagus 22 Jul 26/27 7 Aug
Valetta 19 Jul 22 Jul 25 Jul



Figure 2 shows that por tion of the homeward sailing table for the P&O steamships in
late 1853-early 1854 as it appears on p. 112 in Tabeart 's boo k. A quick glance at the tab le
layout and the present ation of the date information shows how easy it is to use the Tabeart
tabl es. This particular table shows departures from Sydney. Me lbourne , Adelaide, King
George's Sound, arrivals at Singapore, Galle and Suez, departure from Alexa ndria, arrivals
at Malta, Marseille, and Southampt on. The voyage of the steamship Madras appea rs in the
cen ter of the table. On 30 January 1854 , the Madras departed Melb ourne and arrived at
Galle, Ceylon, on 23 February 1854. Here the mail was transferred to the P&O steamer
Bengal, depart ing on 28 February and arriving at Suez on 15 March 1854. The mail was
ca rr ied overla nd to Alexan dria for the next P&O stea me r. Th e stea ms hip Ripon left
Alexa ndria with the mail on 20 March and arrived at Malta on 24 March 1854. An expres s
mail was sen t by P&O stea mer Valetta to Marseille, and the heavy mail con tinued on to
Sou thamp ton by the Ripon. Apparently, the circulars were in the express mail. We know
this because newspapers from Australia were carried free by the P&O steamers; however,
those travelin g via Marseille were liable each to a 3d charge for transit via France.' Since
these circulars, which were treated under the newspaper category, incurred a debi t of 2x3d
= 6d, it must be assumed that the circulars went in the express mail via Marseille. P&O
steamer Valetta departed Malta on 24 March and arrived at Marseille on 26 March 1854.4

Th is mai l reached London on 28 March 1854. A London postal clerk marked a 12¢ debi t
to the U.S. in black pen on the right side at the bottom of the Melbourne datestamp. Thi s
was the debt incurre d for tran sit thro ugh France, 6d or 12¢. The next steamship to the
United States was the Ocean Line steamship Hermann departi ng Cowes on 29 Marc h and
arr iv ing at New York on 14 Apri l 1854 . Thi s expec ted routing of the circ ulars was
co nsistent with two known letters from Melbourn e carried on the same voyage of Madras
tha t have New York arrival dates of 14 Apri l 1854. A New York exc hange office clerk
added 2x2¢ = 4¢, the U.S. fee for two circulars. and marked the total postage due in
Boston of 16¢ in black ink.

One very thoughtful fea ture of this book is a second index devoted entirely to the
names of the ships. Many of the vesse ls that carried letters, especially the sailing ships,
often made trips to Australia either with or without a mail contrac t. Regardless of the
status of the voyage, the voy ages probably will be listed in the boo k. The ship index
allows the read er to enter with the name of the ship that appears on his cover and quick ly
locate the vesse l's voy age, whether co ntract or non-co ntract. I found that thi s ind ex
provided the quickest way to isolate the appro priate voyage without having to determine
the time peri od of the lett er and what types of voyages were be ing made at the tim e,
contract or non -contract. Once the voya ge has been located , the contrac t status of the
vesse l on that voyage will be evident from its placem ent in Tabeart ' s listin gs. This
inform ation will be very important later in determ ining the rates charged on the letter. As I
said, the study of mail to and from Austra lia is very complica ted.

' Michae l M . Rag u in, British Post Offi ce No ti ces: 1666 -1 8 99. 9 vo ls . (Me dford.
Massachusetts: Michael M. Ragu in, 1991-93), vol. 5, pp. 84-85 , Post Office Instruction No.5.

"Tabeart shows these dates in brackets because he di ffered with Kirk on the dates for
va letta 's voyage. Tabeart was correct as shown by a listing in The Malta Times of 28 March 1854
and Lloyd 's List of 27 March 1854, which provided the departu re of Valetta from Malta and arr ival
at Mar seille . Kirk ' s list ag ree s that this was the steamer that carrie d the mail from Ma lta to
Ma rseille, but gives a later date for the arrival at Marseille. The 26 March arrival at Marse ille was
consistent with the mail reac hing London by 28 March as reported in The Times, London of 29
March 1854. which also showed a 26 March arrival at Marseille.
3 14 Chronicle 204 / November 2004 / Vol. 56, No.4



There is one small concern that I have related to the co nstruc tion of the book and not
its co ntents. Although this is a hard cover book , the pages are perfectly bound, whic h
means that they are glued rather than stitched. A decision was made to use this type of
bindin g rather than a fully stitched binding, which would have added considerably to the
price of the book. The author reports that the print er has a fine performance record using
this type of binding, and that he expec ts the construc tion will hold up to heavy use. I hope
that the author's faith in the printer is well-founded for thi s book will be heavily used by
some collec tors.

For those with any interest in the mail to and from Austra lia before 1880, Tabeart 's
book is an essential reference to understand the rates and the tran sport of the ma il. And for
those, who like me, have spent many hours trying to figure out the ra ting of covers fro m
Australia that might be in their colle ctions, I can think of no finer so urce of helpful
information than this new book. In his well-organized and methodi cal explanation of a
very difficult subject, this very talented postal histori an has produced his finest work to date.

- Reviewed by Richard F. Winter D
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THE COVER CORNER
RAYMOND W. CARLIN, Editor
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE
The followi ng cover (Figure 1) was submitted by Route Agent Dr. Charles Di Como.

It is representative of three covers, all of which are addressed to Ives, Upham and Rand of
Meridan , Connectic ut, and all from New York City circa 1895. All are hand-stamped with
circular numerals, which in this case is 20. The others are 22 and 24. Are the hand-stamps
po sta l, or privatel y app lied on receipt for internal purposes? Does anyo ne have an
explanation for these hand-stamps?

Route Agent Jim Milgram provided a problem cover (Figure 2) which is a challenge
to figure out. It is a 3¢ envelope to which a 10¢ 1857 (with imprint at right) has been
added. Both stamps are canceled with a duplex "SAN FRANC ISCO / MAR / 1 / CAL"
CDS and a 4-c ircle obliterator. (Note the weak CDS over the 10¢ sta mp which gives
assurance that the postmark was a duplex type.) The left oblitera tor ties the stamp to the
cover. The letter is addressed to Clifton, Californ ia and a pencil note on the cover face
states "Date of Letter / Feb. 27, 1866." A "Due 6" in blue crayon is at upper left, and two
small numb ers in manuscri pt reading "3 1" over "23" appear at lower center. Please exp lain
the 6¢ postage due, the rate in effect for letter postage, where the short paid was noted and
the significance (if any) of the two numbers (3 1/23).

Send your answers to: Greg Sutherland, EO.B. 2423 1, Huber Heights, OH 45424-023 1
or gregfree@coax.net.

Editor-in-Chief's Note: This issue marks Ray Carlin's retirement as Section Editor
of the Cover Corner. He took over that position with the August 1998 issue, following the
dea th of Scott Gallagher. Prior to that, he had assisted Scott for a number of years, both
"a nonymously" and later with formal recog nition as Assis tant Editor. His con tributions
have always been appreciated for their diversity and general interest, a good eye for the
true puzzlers and a trenchant writing style-we're obliged to him for some 10 years of
entertainment and enlightenment. Health considerations have caused Ray to step down
from the editorship, but we certainly hope it won' t deter him from occas ional "pro blem
cover" submissions.

Ray's Ass istant Section Editor, Greg Sutherland, will officially take on the editorship
with the Febru ary 2005 issue. D
KRISTAL KARE, INC.
P.O. Box 396
Hicksville, NY 11802

For Philatelists , Numismatists, Ephemerists,
1 Archivists, Collectors and Savers.

_ "stable
Protective Pouches _ t dimenslona Y0 or

The clear, s~ro~~pl::~s'"Mylar"· Type
f-Im we use IS - lent' Pouches for philatelic covers.

I eqUlva .Pouches for page & document protection .
• Pouches for exhibit pages.
• Folders & Pouches for document preservation.

kristalkar@aol.com

-B' 516-822-2562
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Figure 1. New York City to Meriden, Connecticut cover, circa 1895, with circular numeral "20"

Figure 2. San Francisco to Clifton, California, March 1866, 10¢ adhesive on a 3¢ envelope
marked as short paid by 6¢
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ADVERTISER INDEX
Matthew Bennett, Inc. . 244
Charles G. Firby 3 18
H.R. Harmer, Inc 320
Leonard H. Hartmann 305
Kristal Kare, Inc. . 317
James E. Lee .Inside Back Cover
Jack E. Molesworth , Inc .Inside Front Cover
Nutmeg Stamp Sales, Inc 280-81
Professional Financial Associates 306
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions 246
Shreves Philatelic Galleries, Inc 241
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc 268, Back Cover
Spink 242
Stephen T. Taylor 264
Antonio Torres 306
United State s Stamp Society 254
CLASSIFIED
CENTENNIAL Albums and Pages wanted,
new or used hav ing a page size of 9'/4 in.
w ide x 11'/4 in. high, not including hinge
portion . Write : John A . Lange, Jr., 373
Root Road, Ballston Spa NY 12020-3227.
Tel.: 518-882-6373 . (204)

PLATED 3¢ 1851-57s. For net price listings
and weekly auctions please visit:
www.stamps4collectors .com . Enlarged
photos of many plate positions online.
(204)

FREE : OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION
CATALOGUE including your specialties.
Provide your name, address , dealing or
other collect ing i nt erests and Cla ss ic
Soc iety membership. JACQUES C.
SCH IFF , JR . INC. , 195 MAIN STREET,
RIDGEFIELD PARK NJ 07660. (207)

" M ad River & Lake Erie RR" cancel on
cover with any of the ff .: Sc#1 (5¢47), #7
or #9 (1¢51). Write or fax: D.F. Shea , 4106
S.R. 269, Bellevue OH 44811; (419) 483 
6400. No phone please. (205)

FINE COVERS: Early U.S. includ ing 18'h
century and ocean mails. Want lists grate
fully received. Bernard Biales, PO Box
1150, Jamaica Plains, MA 02130. (617)
522-3572. skywayparkblue @aol.com. (204)

YOUR AD HERE FOR 50¢ A LINE
Send payment to : Richard M. Wrona, P.O.
Box 7631 , McLean, VA 22106-7631. Next
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2005 .
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H.R. HARMER, INC.

H.R. Harmer, Inc. is one of the grand names in philately.
Conducting public auctions since 1940, the company has a tradition

of offering many important and valuable single owner collection sales.

The tradition continues ...
with renewed energy and enthusiasm.

While Keith Harmer remains actively involved with the company,
Andy Kupersmit now serves as its President.

If you wish to be actively involved in the continuing tradition
of important philatelic auctions, either as a bidder or a consignor,

please contact H .R . Harmer, Inc .

The company has actively assisted in the formation and sale
of a wide variety of collections, and will work very hard

to assist you any way it can.

Three auctions containing some exciting material will be offered
in the second half of the year, and you are encouraged to participate.

Auction catalogues will be sent to US Classics Society
members without charge.

3 East 28th Street, 7th floor New York, NY 10016
Phone: 212-532-3700 • Fax: 212-447-5625

hrharmer@hrharmer.com
www.hrharmer.com ••Est. 1914



Important news for the specialist in U.S.
19th Century Classics and Philatelic Literature...

WE'RE YOUR KEY RESOURCE
ON THE INTERNET...
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JAMES E. LEE'S

Philatelv
ONTH~EB

We're Internet-driven, but
with the kind of personal .&~'iiiia.~~~~~~~ ~_~

touch you've come
to expect from us.

Visit our webs ite regularly to
view and purchase from our

large stock of 19th century
stamps, fancy cancels, postal
history , essays & proofs , and

philatelic literature.

...

www.jameslee.com
A visit to our Internet website
is much more than just " click" and "buy".

Unlike many webs ites, ours has become a major resource for the co llector of America's classic
philately and literature. For not only does our site offer countless exam ples ofoutstanding philate lic
materia l and literature, you' ll also find important information , articles and resources (including our
quarterly newsletter- both the current issue and back issues).

For the astute philatelist, the Internet is no longer the "wave of the future." It is now one of the
chiefengines for the dissemination ofphila
telic know ledge and commerce. "Book
mark" our site and visit us often!

Get our newest philateli c litera
ture cata logl Only $5 refundable
with pu rchase. Call, wri te, fax or

e-mail us todayl Attn: Dept CL.

(847) 462-9130
Fax: (847) 462-9140

E-Mai l: jim@jameslee.com
Website: www.jameslee.com
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Great collections have one name in common.
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