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U,S.CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS
GORDON STIMMELL, Editor
MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION STAMPS
JOHN D. BOWMAN, LARRY NIX AND GORDON STIMMELL

The stamps of the Me rcanti le Library Association of New York (hereafter, MLNY)
were issued to prepa y local delivery of library books ord ered by patrons. The Scott U.S.
Specialized Catalogue states:

Stam ps paid for special delivery service of books ordered from the library, and of
forms especially provided to subscribers. The forms bore a government stamp on the
outside, a library stamp inside. .. .The stamps "on cover" are affixed to cutouts from
order blanks showing order number, title of book desired , and subscriber's name and
address. When cancel ed, the stamps and order blanks show a dull blue double-lined
ova l inscribed "MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOC IATION" and date in center. The
stamps are rea lly more a form of receipt for a prepaid parcel delivery service than
postage stamps.
As noted later in this ar ticle, the use of the U.S. mail system became an integral part

of the home delivery serv ice of the MLN Y for whic h these stamps serve d as proof of
payment.

The first memb ership library, as oppose d to
pre viou s private lib ra r ie s , wa s the li brary
company of Philadelphia founde d by Benjamin
Fra nklin in 1731 . However, mercantile libraries
were one of several types of membership libraries
w hic h pre ced ed a nd the n co mpe ted w ith
A mer ica's fr ee public libra ri e s . Mercantil e
libraries were started by young merchants' clerks
embarking on their business caree rs. The Boston
Mercantile Library, founded on Marc h I I , 1820,
was the first of the mercantile libraries. It was
quick ly followe d by the MLNY on Nove mber 9,
1820, and the Me rca nti le Li bra ry Company of

Figure 1. MLNY 6C on maroon stamp Ph il ad elph ia o n De cem be r I , 1821. Oth e r
(Scott 105L5) mercan ti le l ib ra r ie s spr a ng up in mos t of

America's major ci ties including Cincinnati, St.
Louis, Brooklyn and Sa n Francisco . But only the NY ML is attributed with offic ially
issuing stamps, and in fact all of the catalogued items are difficult to find today because of
their sca rcity.

Two of the MLNY stamps are true first-class rarities among U.S. local posts: these
are the 6¢ on maroon ( I05L5)(Figure I) and the postal card ( I05LU I)(Figure 2). Of eac h,
only a few are known toda y. The rest of the stamps are scarce.

The purpose of this article is to review the know n histor ical data abou t these stamp s,
to descr ibe a chro nology of issuance and to list examples known to the authors .

Philatelic Records
Although the stamps were issued in the 1866- 1877 period, the earliest philatelic

record of their existe nce was noted in 1890 by Dr. William H. Mi tchell, a denti st from
Bayonne, NJ. Dr. Mi tchell edited two philatel ic journals, the Bayonne Philatelist in 1883

I
followed by the Independent Philatelist . In Vol. III, No. ) of the Independent Philatelist,

'Calvet M. Hahn, "Dr. Mitchell and His Stamp Journals," The Penny Post, Vol. 6, No.2
(April 1996), pp. 12-25.
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Nov. 1890 , Dr. Mitchell wrote about the history of the Mercant ile Lib rary of New York
City from its 1870 library report , and also reported a listing of the stamps and stationary
known to him . Because Hahn rep roduced almos t Mit chell' s entire article, the reader is
referred to this citation.

Charles Coster wrote a monumental work summing up existing knowledge of U.S.
local posts in 1877 but did not menti on the Mercantile Library Association.- If Cos ter
knew of these stamps, it is not surprising that he did not write about them , because of his
disregard for any labels not used for what he believed to be truly postal delivery purposes,
such as the man y express labels that he implored collectors to discard. The next major
philatelic histori an of U.S. local posts after Coster was Henry C. Needh am , a co ntroversial
figure in phil ately whose observations have been much mali gned , at times for good reason
as hi s research was plagued with unresearched suppos itio ns. Yet for ML NY, he was
accurate in his "Concise History and Memorand a of United States Local Post Stamp s,"
publ ished ser ially in The Philatelic Gazette and The American Philatelist from 1915-27.

3
Needham wrote:

The Mercantile Library , Astor Place, New York, used stamps from 1869 to about 1875
to pre-pay the charges for delivering books by spec ial messe ngers. The stamps used
were not only adhesives but were also impresse d on the reverse centre of U.S. postal
cards. The system was instituted in 1869 and largely discontinu ed October 1", 1873,
although used as late as December, 1875. The following memoranda is taken from the
books of the Assoc iation:
" In September last (1869) your Board resolved to try the system of delivering books at
residences of memb ers. Charge to any part of the City below 60'h Street, ten cents.
Messe ngers are employed in addition to horses and wago ns. The delivery of books has
stea dily increased and the Departm ent is now nearl y self-supporti ng. Boxes were
attached to lamp posts within the City limits, thus be ing easy of access to eve ry
member. The orders deposited therein were collected with Postal precision, and are
delivered to the Library several times each day. The delivery of books thus called for
follows promp tly as a matter of course . Book deliveries in 1870, 11,880 ; in 1871,
12,869; in 1872, 12,306."
The Rules, as established by the Association and impressed on U.S. postal cards and
letter sheets whereo n is impressed the two cent black Jackson of 1863-4 and on blank
orders, follow:
" I. Write your name and address very distinctly in ink.
2. Neve r apply for a book the title of which you do not find in the Library Catalogue, or
in one of its Supplements.
3. Be careful to give the names of the Authors of all books applied for except Novels.
4. Put the names of several books on every order. One of the books named will then be
promptly sent. If your order bears the name of one book only, it may remain in the
Library for weeks before the book can be procured.
5. Have the Return Book ready for the Carrier when he calls for it.
6. Address complaints or sugges tions to the Librarian. They will, in all cases , receive
immediate attention."
Evidently the ten cent rate noted above was later reduced to five cents.

2Charles H. Coster, The United States Locals and Their History (New York: Scott & Co.,
1877). Thi s book was reprinted in J. Walter Scott' s 1879 revised catalog, and again by the United
Stamp Company Herald in 1912. Coster later updated his 1877 book , writing seria lly in the Belgian
journal Le Timbre-Paste between 1878 and 1884.

' Henry C. Needham , "U.S. Local Posts - A Concise History and Memoranda," The American
Philatelist , Vol. 33, No.4 (January 1920), pp. 117- 18.
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Needham listed the following items:
5¢ Black on maroon red
5¢ Black on yellow
5¢ Blue on pinkish white
1O¢ Black on yellow
IO¢ Yellow impresse d on U.S. postal card

Because the Mercantile stamps were thought to serve a type of private local delivery
4

service, Donald Patton wrote about them in his 1967 book. Patton identifi ed the five types
in the Scott catalog as Types A through E, and points out for the first time that there are
design differences among all these stamps.

In 1945 Harry Konwiser published a brief ar tic le in the SPA Journal about the
Merca ntile adhesive stamps He refe rred to Mi tche ll's arti cle in regard to Mi tche ll's
attempt to ge t inform ation fro m the Philadelphi a library personn el abo ut a possible
adhesive stamp used by their home delivery serv ice. Konwiser goes on to state:

At any rate there apparently is no wri tte n word (in phila te lic circ les) abo ut any
Philadelph ia Library adhesive, and it is hoped that someo ne in Philadelphia, or nearby,
will make a proper effort, by studying the record, approaching the Public Library files
and by doi ng this philatelic job produce another entrant to the United States Stamp
Catalog.
The U.S. Stamp Catalog groups four stamps (design as illustrated) as exis ting in the
1869-1875 period. The factual story of these stamps giving the correct dates of issues
for the two values were contained in a Manuscript (compiled by your correspondent)
but this data Manuscript went astray some years ago.
Your writer recalls he "searched" the library record s, as made avai lable, talked with
library offic ials who had definite reco llections about "stamps" and there were at least
two library offic ials who had used the stamps to procure delivery service for books.
The notes, hereafter made , are from notes in the writer' s f ile and one such note repor ts
a Library Report for 1870, from which is quoted:
"The Cause for the Mercantile Library Stamps are as follows: *** the managers of the
library *** to accom modate the persons who for any reason have found it inconvenient
to make personal application for books."
Notes at hand indicate the adhesives were sold at five cen ts each, that boxes throughout
the city were cleared out daily. There were quite a number of boxes to hold books to be
returned, throughout the city streets. But (according to filed note) in connection with
these boxes the 1870 report indicates that while the box plan was commendable it was
not entirely satisfactory, as it failed to reach many library members.
In 1870 (per notes) "blank orders in the form of a square envelope imprinted with a
two-ce nt U.S. Envelope, with a five-cent library stamp on the inside were sold at seven
cents each or fifteen for a dollar."
The order blanks, when properly filled out were deposited in the U.S. mail boxes,
widening the service, aiding in prompt delivery of books wan ted, these then being
delivered by horse and wagon.
During the 1869 period prior to the adoption of delivery stamps the members borrowed
8,428 books. The total, for an equal period with stamps used, was 11,184.
My notes as gleaned for the "co mplete sto ry that got itself lost" indica tes that the
Library delivered 11,880 books in the 1870 year seemingly a large increase over other
years. The 1873 note, that is the reference to the 187 1 year , indicates the total number
of stamp deliveries to have been 12,869, and the year 1873 report of the Library says
the operation is paying its way.

' Donald S. Patton, The Private Local Posts of the United States, Volume I (London: Robson
Lowe Ltd., 1967).

5Harry M. Konwiser, "Mercantile Adhesives," SPA Journal, Vol. 8, No.3 (Nove mber 1945),
pp. 151-52..
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In 1874 and later, books were delivered to their subscribers at their residences , at which
time the rate was made ten cents for certain districts, thus bringing forth the lO-cent
value in yellow. (The 5-cent values are in maroon or in yellow on white, also blue on
pink paper).
The ten-cent fee, the special messenger service, seems to have been maintained for a
number of years.
A writer listed as "Ixtlan" wrote in 1956 that the issues from MLNY likely never

were used on packages of books bein g delivered, and were simply a convenient form of
record-keeping." Thus, he places them at most in the ca tegory of parcel and express labels
rath er than catalog-listed local stamps.

Charles Fricke illustrated the 10¢ imprinted library stamp (105LU I) on the first issue
U.S . postal card in Postal Stationery in 1973 .

7

Fricke states:
The illustration in Figure 4 is of an unused copy of the rare Mercantile Library Association
local stamp (Scott 105LUI) printed on the back of a first issue postal card (UPSS S2 ­
small watermark). Thi s is the only local stamp that is listed in the catalog as being
imp rin ted on and used in co njunctio n wit h a government iss ued postal card. The
illustration in Figure 5 shows the address side of this card and indicates its intended use as
a paid-reply postal card. Message and Reply cards were not officially issued by the United
States until 1892 (UPSS MR I). It has been reported that only two copies of I05LU I are
known, and both are unused. It is presumed that these two were purchased by members of
the Library Association, but never used. It is also quite probable that used copies do not
exist in that they may have been destroyed by the association after fulfilling the order for
books as requested by the member on the postal card.
Th is item has been listed for some time in the U.S. Postal Stationery Catalog, and

the 1995 edition states the date of issue as unkn own, but suggests 1874. It is descr ibed as
ye llow on buff.

Cal ve t Hahn' pr esented a detailed history of Mercantile , largel y ba sed on Dr.
Mitchell 's article in the Independent Philatelist. Hahn attempted to associate Mitchell 's
series with that listed in the Scott Catalogue. Hahn 's analysis sugg ests that the 5¢ blue
(l05L3) was the fir st item iss ued in April 1867. Hahn suggests that the po stal ca rds
(l05LU I) were prob ably Mit chell's ochre of 1875. He further suggests that the 1O¢ black
on yellow (105L6) is the issue of 1874. He says there is a fair probability that 105L2 (5¢
black on yellow) is either the 1869 black on white reported by Dr. Mit chell or else the
1871 5¢ item found inside gove rnment 2¢ envelopes . Hahn notes that Mitchell does not
record ei ther maroon stamp, the 5¢ (l05Ll ) nor the 6¢ (l05L5), and wonders if the 6¢
stamp might have been issued by the Phil adelphia Mercantile Library, not the MLNY. In
the same issue, Gordon Stimmell illu strates two exa mples of used 6¢ stamps, each with a
double circle handstamp with "M L A" in its outer ring in the 9- 12-3 o'clock positions
with an asterisk in the 6 o'clock position . In the center on one example is a date of ??? 30,
1867.

9
Thi s hand stamp is very di fferent from the oval stamp often see n on THE NEW

YORK CITY issues.

6
Ixtlan, "Stamps of the Mercantil e Library Association, New York City," Weekly Philatelic

Gossip", May 26, 1956, p. 414 .
7Cha rles A. Fri ck e , "Cente nnia l of the First Issu e Postal Card - 1873-1973," Postal

Stationery, Vol. 15 (March-April 1973), pp. 49-50.
'Gordon Stimmell, "Marooned in Phill y," The Penny Post , Vol. 6, No.2 (April 1996), p. 30.
'The Philadelphia Mercantile Library initiated a home delivery service in 1867 and continued at

least through 1878. However, the fee charged for home delivery was 5¢ from the beginning, and there is
no evidence that adhesive stamps were ever employed as a component of its service.
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Historical Notes
Home delivery service was first reported by the MLNY in its 46

th

Annual Report,
coveri ng the May 1865 to April 1866 fisca l year. Thi s report states "The new delivery
system, adopted last year [1865-1 866], although yet in its infancy, fully demonstrates its
practi cability and usefulness. There are at present fourtee n order boxes arranged in
co nvenie nt local ities, and it is estima ted that about 3,000 books have already been
delivered by this system." The report notes receipts of $437 from delivery stamps, and that
it had expenses of $60 for these stamps. The 49

th

Annual Report of 1869- 1870 is heavily
reported in the Mitchell and Hahn articles , and describes their new system of using USPO
collec tion boxes. (Home delivery continued into the 1920s, using a variety of methods
including horse and wagon, messenger, mail and express .)

In an effort to strea mline the method of circulating books at the library, the entire
circulation system was overhauled dur ing the library's 1865-1866 fiscal year. In place of a
ledger syste m in which a permanent page or "folio" was maintained for each member, a
temporary slip system was implemented. The temporary slip contained information about
the member, the item checked out, and a unique folio number assig ned to the member. The
slip was stamped with a handstamp indicating the date a book was checked out and the
slip was filed by folio number. When the book was returned , the temp orary slip was
destroyed.

In 1866, the library initiated a home delivery opt ion for its members. To facilitate
this option, the library established boxes at convenient locations in the city to collect the
forms on which requests for books were made by members. When the book order was
filled, the book was delivered by horse and wago n to the member's home. Mem bers were
required to pay a fee for home delivery, and this is where the delivery stamps come in.
Delivery stamps were purchased by the member at the main library, and then affixed to the
order form which was deposited in the library's collection boxes.

There is no indication in the MLN Y reports of the fee for home delivery services.
We speculate that the 6¢ black on maroon stamp was issued first, followed by the 5¢ black
on maroon. Only one year-dated 6¢ stamp is known to the authors, with the 1867 double
circle cancel mentioned previous ly. Although this adhesive could have been issued by
another library, the similarity to the 5¢ black on maroon stamp suggests a connect ion .
Because the temporary slips used in the new circulation system were routinely destroyed
after the return of the book, we may never resolve the mysteries surrounding these stamps.

Not satisfied with a home delivery system in which the library maintained its own
collection boxes, the library implemented a new system for handling delivery requests in
1870 using U.S. Post Office boxes. In an extensive article on the Mercantile Library of
New York in February 1871, Scribner's Monthly describes the new sys tem.

Of late yea rs a postal order scheme has been perfected and for co nve nience and
simplicity it could hardly be impro ved. Its design is to enable members to draw books
without visiting the library. Blank forms are obtained from the Post-office Department,
about the size and shape of a newspaper wrapper, bearing on one side a two-cent
postage stamp, and the printed address, "Mercantile Library, Astor Place, City," and on
the other a blank applicat ion with a five-cent "Merca ntile Library, delivery stamp," and
some printed directions. You fill up the application in the usua l way, fold the wrapper
like a note (it is already gummed), and drop it in the nearest Post-office box. In a few
hours at furthest a messenger brings to your house the book you have asked for, and
takes away the volume you want to return. The system is fast increasing in popularity.
A horse and wago n are constantly employed in the collectio n and de livery, and the
number of volumes sent out in this way is about 12,000 annually. The delivery blanks
are sold at the rate of seven cents each - two cents representing the postage and five the
cost of the delivery.
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The MLNY also util ized a IO¢ black on yellow stamp, which Sco tt lists as I05L6, to
pay the new IO¢ fee. There is at least one known exa mple of this stamp on cover. It was
illustrated in Donald Patton 's The Private Local Posts of the United States, p. 226. That
exa mple shows seve ral strikes of the MLNY hand stamp dated from Febru ary 22, 1877 to
April 16,1 877 .

At least one other method was used to pay the IO¢ fee . That method involved the use
of the first issue U.S. postal card addressed to the Mercantile Library with a preprinted
order form on the reverse and an imprinted 1O¢ black on ye llow delivery stamp. Scott lists
this card as I05LUl. Our record s include only two known exampl es of this postal card,
both unused.

Observations for Each Issue
The 5¢ black on maroon stamp ( I05L I) (Figure 3) is not known used on folio. The

authors believe that thi s is the second stamp issued by MLNY, after the 6¢ black on
maroon (105L5 ). We have see n one stamp apparent ly used wit h the blue double oval
hand stamp that is seen on I05L3. No multiples are known . There is no frame line around
the stamp design.

Figure 3A. MLNY 5¢ black on yellow
stamp (Scott 105l1), used

Figure 38 . MLNY 5¢ black on yellow
stamp (Scott 105l1), unused

The 5¢ black on ye llow stamp ( I05L2) may have been the third adhesive employed.
All known examples are uncanceled and usually affixed to the inside of a prepri nted and
unused 2¢ Black Jack wrapper. No multiples are known .

T he 2 ¢ Black Jack wrapper with MLNY fo rm and I05 L2 affixed inside was
reportedly purchase d by library patron s fro m the U.S. Post Office , accord ing to the
Scribn er 's Monthly articl e. This marked an innovation for the library, which previously
had placed their own co llection boxes around the city for patron book requests. Auction
reports list the wrapper as Scott W55, W57 and even W5 1. These have not been verified
by the autho rs, and the pap er typ es for W55 and W57 ar e buff and light manil a
respectively, which cou ld be confused .

The printing format for I05L2 may have been as illustrated from this photocopy in
the authors' recor ds (Figure 4). It is a " Mercantile Librar y Deli very Check" whic h
contains a single example of I05L2 with control or folio number print ed below the stamp.
A number which is a dupli cate of the number below the stamp is printed along with the
message, "Detach the annexed Stamp and affix it to the Order Blank. Retain this Check to
be given to the Ca rrier, upon fi lling the orde r." Thi s de livery check has a thick black
border around the outside of the check. An exa mple of the Scott I05L2 with a numb er
below (Figure 5) is also illu str ated. All oth er exampl es we have see n are cut to stamp
shape and have the heavy out er bord er at top and left. Stamps seen used on folios are cut
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Figure 4. Apparent printing form for Scott 105L2

r- '-- - ·-- --- --- · to shape, and one includes a portion of the top of the "N"
in "No" in the margin at bottom left. Thu s we conclude
that the stamp printed on Mercantile Library Deli very
Check may have been used initially, but later the stamp
was cut out and pl ac ed on th e Bl ack Jack wra ppe rs
printed with the same rules as on the smaller slips used
with th e blue I05L3. Th e front o f th e wrappers are
prep rinted with the instructi on "Drop thi s in any P.O.
Box" and the address "Me rcantile Lib rary, Astor Place,
City." (Figures 6A, 6B)

The 5¢ blue stamp ( 105L3) (Figures 7, 8A, 8B, 9A,
9B) was handstamped with a dated blue company double
ova l. The dated exa mples known to the authors were used

Figure 5. Scott 105L2 with number at bottom

from Nov. 15, 1875 until Dec. 18, 1875 . The stamp is framed by lines that extend in eac h
direction sugges ting they are plate layout lines for a multi-subject printing. Pair s are
known .

We believe that the use of this stamp began before the termination of the service in
1873 and was also used after the service resumed in 1874. Our belief is based on the fact
that there are examples of a single Scott I05L3 on preprinted unused form s and examples
of pairs (or two single stamps) on used form s. The single unused form exa mples may have
been rem ainders after the service terminated, whil e the use of two stamps for 10¢ might
have coincided with resuming delivery serv ice in 1874. There is one item on part notice
with a single uncanceled stamp on handwritten folio with two hand stamp s dated Dec. 15
and Dec. 17, 1875 . It is possible that a second stamp was attached to the part of this notice
which was cut out.

The format of th e forms vari es . In one interesting example an advertiseme nt
promoting membership in the library is on the reverse of the request form. It notes, among
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Figure 6A. 5<: blue stamp (Scot t 105l3)
on wrapper

Figure 68. Address side of wrapper
shown in Figure 6A

Figure 7. 5<: blue MlNY
stamp (Scott 105l3)

other things, that the fee for memb ership for clerks is $1.00
for initiation and $4 annually and for others $5 a year. It also
indica tes that "Books are delivered at Residences for 10 cents
each." In another example, the book request information is in
free form on the back of a Scott UX6 pos tal card .

Th e 1870-71 Reay-pri nted U79 enve lope is know n
pre printed with the library instructio n and address, exce pt
"Clinton Hall " added before "Astor Place." It is poss ible
these were used in conj unction with the 105L3 forms, which
are on regular weight paper and not card stock.
The re is a s ingle examp le kn own of a pair used on an
unidentified I¢ U.S . postal card. The reverse includes the pair
pas ted over a handwritten message returning a book and

requesti ng anot her. Apparently the library pat ron purchased the two 5¢ sta mps and
attached them to a postal card, which was then handstamped on recei pt.

The 6¢ black on maroon (l05L5) (Figure I) is known only off-fo lio, and two items
are handstamped with a double circle, one with a date of 1867 or perhaps 1869.

Th e 10¢ bl ack on ye llow (l05L6) (Figures l OA , lOB) is known on a fo lio
hand stamp ed Feb. 22, 1877 with five additional strikes dated to Apr. 16, 1877. It was
illustra ted in Donald Patton's The Private Local Posts of the United States, p. 226. An
off-fo lio exam ple is struck twice with the blue oval dated 187? This stamp has an outer
frame line.
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Folio

}Iieturn» _. .

Want", one of th e followiu.fJ:

Name _ _ _ A dd·reSN _.

Figure 8A. 5¢ blue (Scott 105l3) on unused form envelope

RU:LES TO EE OESERVED IN USING STAMPED ORDERS.
--__........H ...._ - -

1. Write your nam e and address very dist inctly in in k.
2. Never app ly for Il book, thc t itle of which you do 110t find ill the Li brary

Catalogue, or ill one of its Sup plemonts.

3. Be careful to gtve the names of the A ut hors of all books ap plied for
except Nove ls,

I . Pu t the na mes of several books on ev(\rj' order. One of the books named
will then be promptly sent. If ;)'0111' order bears th e name of one book
ouly, it may remain in the Library for weeks before the book can be
pro cured.

5. Have the Return Book ready for the carrier when he calls for it.
6. Address complaints and sugges tions to th e Librarian . Th ey will in all

cases, receive immediate a tten tion.

Figure 8B. Reverse of form envelope shown in Figure 8A above
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.._._ ___-'._._.-"..!L- .~._-
I ' I

"'.~.IP folloWing: .I ., /

Figure 9A. Pair of 5¢ blue (Scott 195L3) on preprinted unused form envelope

M 'ERCAN T IL
Olinton J:l all, 3'tOJ," Plaoe.

Branch Office , 5 1 -Liber ty S t reet.

16 ,EX>O VOLUMES; 4 60 ,P E R I ODI OALS.
•

TERJ1IS OF .J1I EJlf BERSB .lP:

To CLERKS.-$I.OO Initiati,on Fee, and $ 4 .00 A nnual Dues;

To all others-$5.oo a year.

Books deUYered at Resid en c es for 10 cents each.

Figure 98. Reverse of form envelope shown in Figu re 9A above
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Figure 10A. 10C Scott 105L6, unused Figure 108. 10C Scott 105L6, used

An exa mple with very large margin s on three sides is known which is perforated
12

1
12. It is not canceled .

The 10¢ black on ye llow imprinted on U.S. postal ca rd UX I ( I05LU I) (Figure 2) is
only known unused . The MLNY printed an order form on the reverse of the postal ca rd
along with their 10¢ stamp, much like reve nue stamped paper.

Census of Stamps and Stamped Folios
The authors have co mpiled a list ing of ML NY sta mps and stampe d fo lios fro m

auct ion catalogs, publi sh ed lite rature , records and pr iva te co llect ion s. It is far from
co mplete, and readers are urged to submit new informa tion to the authors. It is entirely
possib le tha t so me ite ms are listed mo re th an o nce, if auc tion descripti on s did no t
adeq uate ly describe or illustrate the item."
l05L1 5¢ Black on maroon

a. Unused exa mple (Paige sale March 1952, lot 549 )
b. I05 L I (and 105L2-L3 - these are under their own categories below), three

unused stamps (Frajola Net Price Sale of Middendo rf collection, $250)
c. Five unused exa mples (persona l collections known to authors)

l05L2 5¢ Black on yellow
a. Affixed on inside of 2¢ Black U.S. wrapper (Paige sale March 1952, lot 549).

Probably same one as referred to in Sloane Reference Coll ection on same page
with 105L3 (a) and noted sold to FAH (Frank A. Hollowbush). Cut into B,
unused on inside of 2¢ Black wra pper W57 , addressed to Mere. Lib. but
uncan celed, ex-Green (Fox sale Jan. 5, 1966 , lot 1385, Holl owbu sh collection)

b. Tied to library slip with company handstamp (He iman sale Feb. 24, 1965, lot 172)
c. Affixed to unused folio form which shows a 2¢ Black Jack wrapper impression

(Richard Schw artz Records, ex- DeWindt) desc ribed as "o n yellow." Form is not
filled out at all but otherwise like 105L2(a).

d. Single stamp with panel below showing "No." and handstamped number " 1937 1"
(Richard Schwartz Records)

JOAuctio n de scription s are provided verbatim, with abbre viation s.
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e. Affixed to printed form on inside of Black Jack wrapper W57 , unused with
preprinted address (Green Collection, Levi Auction Records, Lawrence Stryker
Oct. 5, 1942; Siegel sale Nov. 13,2003, lot 1118 and Siegel sale June 27-29,
2000, lot 1840 $700). Identi cal to 105L2(a) but stamp is placed upside down.

f. Unused affixed inside W55 Black Jack wrapper (Siegel sale 791, lot 382)
g. Unused affixed inside W55 Black Jack wrapper (Siegel sale 791, lot 383)
h. Single stamp with panel below showing "No." and handstamped number 2828

(George Sloane Records)
i. Single stamp affixed to back of Black Jack wrapper (W57 ?) with printed form

and instructions (personal collections known to authors)
l05L3 5¢ Blue

a. Pair on back of U.S . postal card (Paige sale March 1952, lot 549) . Horiz . pair
used on 1¢ postal card with Dec. 3, 1875 company handstamp (Siegel sale Nov.
15-17, 1999, Golden collection )

b. Sheet margin pair on card, two strikes of company oval (Fox sale March 30-31,
1961, lot 657)

c. Horiz. pair, R stamp cut into, diag. crease, blue co. cancel, not on piece or folio
(Fox sale Jan. 5, 1966, lot 1386, Hollowbush collection)

d. B. R. corner copy, just cut into at L, uncanceled on Library printed form, also
unused 2¢ brown entire with printed address of Mercantile Library (Fox sale
Jan. 5,1966, lot 1387, Hollowbush collection)

e. Two copies (l vert. tear) on printed library form with 2 strikes blue co. oval
dated Dec. 18, 1875 (Fox sale Jan. 5, 1966, lot 1388, Hollowbu sh collection;
Levi Auction Records Siegel Oct. 27, 1968)

f. Top sheet margin pair, cut in at right , used on library delivery slip, reverse
mention s"Books delivered at Residences for 10 cents ," blue Nov. 26, 1875 oval,
2 strikes (Frajola Net Price Sale of Middendorf collection, $275)

g. Stamp on large piece , not canceled, with two strikes of company oval dated
Dec . 17, 1875 (Park Cities Stamps, Net Price Sale , 1992 (?) $150)

h. Extremely fine pair tied blue .. .signed Geo. B. Sloane, the pair has a sheet margin
at left and is tied by two company ovals dated Nov. 18, 1875 and Dec. 13, 1875, in
addition there is a third oval on the folio form dated Nov. 15, 1875. (Levi Auction
Records, was sold in Fox July 10, 1967 and again in Siegel Oct. 27,1968.)

i. Top sheet margin pair used on postal card (UX5) hand-addressed to Mercantile
Library, with company oval dated Nov. 16, 1875. Stamp s applied over writer 's
message to library (Richard Schwartz Records) [same as (b)?]

j . Two examples each of two single stamps unused but applied to unused preprinted
forms (Richard Schwartz Records)

k. Two singles used on form from Wm. Bucher (?) with two ovals, one clearly
dated Dec. 18, 1875 (Richard Schwartz Records)

I. Single on unused form (Siegel sale June 27-29, 2000 , lot 1841)
m. Same as above (Siegel sale June 27-29, 2000 , lot 1842)
n. Two singles, moved from original position to disguise tear completely thru on one

stamp, used on form with Dec. 18, 1875oval (Siegel sale June 27-29, 2000, lot 1843)
o. Top sheet margin pair used on library form, two strikes company oval Nov. 26,

1875. The sender was G. P. Hall at 57 West 52nd. A handwritten number "197098"
is noted on the form, as well as the note "Xtra" and initial "P". (Donald Patton's The
Private Local Posts of the United States, p. 226)

p. Six singles, used and unused (personal collections known to authors)
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l05L5 6¢ Black on maroon
a. Unused with thin (Park Citie s Stamps, Net Price Sale, 1992(?) $475)
b. Unused, tear across upper right (Elliott Perry Collection, Sloane Reference Collection)
c. Used with 1867 or 1869 hand starnp"
d. Used, piece s missing at upper left , handstamp as in (c(

l05L6 lO¢ Black on yellow
a. Cut close on library form , tied by company oval and five additional strikes

dated from February 22, 1877 to April 16, 1877, and each with a handwritten
check mark by the date. The Feb. 22 date also on strike tying stamp. From
Spalding, 120C lOSt. Handwritten number " 196815" (Donald Patton 's The
Private Local Posts of the United States, p. 226)

b. Unused single, cut close (Elliott Perry Collection)
c. Unu sed single, very large margins on three sides (personal collections known to

authors)
d. One unused and one used single with blue handstamp (personal collections

known to authors)
l05LUXl lO¢ Yellow imprinted on UX3 , only known unused

a. Uncan celed, printed on reverse of Ic Brown Postal Card (UX ]), Very Fine ,
Stated to be unique (Levi Auction Records, Lilly Collection, Siegel , Sept. 14,
1967, Zimmerman June 20, 1972 "The finest of 2 known copies recorded")

b. Imprinted on UXl, unused, ex-Boker and Richardson (Siegel sale Nov. 15-17 ,
1999, Golden collection) (same as (a) abover) "

Discussion
Th e authors hav e compile d a comprehensive revi ew of ph ilateli c re co rds ,

historical notes and known stamps of the MLNY. All issues are scarce to rare. No forgeries
are known to the authors. Although these are not local stamps in the true sense, they are
attracti ve and collectors have included them in their local s collections for many years.

Th e authors would apprec iate receiving any information that would add to our
history and chronology of the stamps. In addition, we reque st that readers send us images
or descriptions of items not reported in our census.

Conclusions
The authors believe that the 6¢ black on maroon ( I05L5 ) was iss ue d firs t,

followed by the 5¢ black on maroon (l 05L1), the 5¢ black on yellow (l05L2), the 5¢ blue
(I05L3), the 10¢ black on yellow (I05L6) and the imprinted postal card (I05LU]). The
postal card catalog listing should be changed to I05LUX I.

We suspect that the 5¢ black on yellow was printed on a del ivery receipt, and was
later cut out and used on Black Jack wrappers. More information is needed to clarify
which Black Jack wrapper was used or if more than one was used .

All the MLNY stamp s are scarce, and some are very rare. They are not offered often
enough to keep catalog values up to date.
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REVIEW: HALE & CO. INDEPENDENT MAIL COMPANY
A watershed book of pos tal his tor y, Hale & Co. Independent Mail Company

1843-/845, has just been publishe d by Michael S. Gutman. The author, 68 , a retired
electrica l engineer, is the leading authori ty and collector of Hale & Co . stamps and covers
and he has used his consi derable holding to illuminate hitherto dark areas of that inter-city
post ' s history. As we ll, a number of imp ortan t co llectors opened their collections to
Gu tman so he co uld incorporate new data in his book

Th e Ind ependen t Mai l Co mpa nies, riding on public fury over exces sive U.S .
postal rates , laun ched thei r competing mail ca rry ing services between cities and for 18
months ran the gau ntlet of govern me nt op position to the ir ope rations unt il Congress
outlawed them on Jul y 1, 1845. It was a co lorful period of fierce free enterp rise. Whil e
some companies only lasted a few months, others cooperated with eac h other to form a
massive web of cheap postage from Ma ine to Illinois to Maryland.

James W. Hale began with package and parcel delivery and he was a forwarder of
lette rs to for eig n ports before he became the ea rliest to jump int o the interci ty lett er
deliver y game in ea rly December 184 3. By Janu ar y 1844, the Ame rica n Lett er Mai l
Com pany was in the fray. By summer 1844 several other outfits sprang to life carrying
letters between cities and the ir stamps pioneered designs that were firsts in philately.

Gutman charts both stampless and adhesive covers. In raw numbers, his censi
indica te Hale surviving cove rs dwa rf the com petitors. My own census of Wyman cove rs
bearing stamps stands at 36; Pomeroy may num ber about 120; Hartford Mail Company is
said to stand at 60 covers. American Le tter Mail is the only other Ind epend en t Ma il
Company with big numbers but I know of no census. A guess would be 160 or so with
adhes ives. Gutman' s compilation of data reveals a staggering 1,377 total for Hale covers,
507 of which carry adhes ives.

What makes Hale such fertile gro und for research is the staggering number of
cities his operation spanned. One of Gutman' s tables, based on adverti sements of the day,
show Hale had saturated the northeast U.S., with service in 139 cities duri ng the span of
the post and with major offices in eig ht sta tes . Gutman illu strates the 47 different c ity
handstamp s this spawned, plus dozens of rate, paid and co llect handstamps. Ano ther area
he ana lyzes and illustrate s is the manu scr ipt markings used on the stamps themsel ves,
which include initials of cities of orig in and local age nts or their agencies .

Gutma n was or igina lly attrac ted to Hale stam ps because they provide the first
precancels in philately. These are ofte n crude straight lines inked across the stamps before
sale, likely meant to prevent soaking and reuse of adhes ives. More sophisticated were the
precancel s o f Portsm outh , New Hampshire which included " PI N. H." in manu script ,
harb ingers by five decades of later U.S. preca nce ls show ing nam es of cit ies. Hartford Mail
Co mpan y also used precancels in the summer of J844 , showing "Hartford" or "S" (South)
and other letters for direct ions to destination.

Unlike most of the other Independent Mails, actual correspo ndence survives of
James Hale 's comments regarding his post. These are incorporated in Gutma n's book.
Included also is a fascinatin g rec itat ion of the two major mystery ove rprints of the post,
listed in Scott as 75L3 and 75L4, which surfaced in a por table writing desk after the death
of a pasto r in 1893. Mystery still shrouds these overprints, once listed as a surcharge, then
as overprin ts, and now as a handstamp. So few exa mples survive that eve n Gutman doubts
the mystery will ever be dispelled .

Th e bulk of Gutman 's book is a break clown of surviving cov ers by state, and
spec ific town s, concl uding with international usages (pp. 63-335). Thi s is the fir st time I
have seen a co mprehensive overview of usages in the small towns, plus wrap -ups of postal
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history from the major cities of usage. Each state chapter is well illustrated by existing
covers, and at the end of each state is a tabulation of earliest (EKU) and latest (LKU)
known usages in each town of that state .

One of my own favorite areas is conjunctive usage, or cooperative covers between
two or more Independent Mail Companies. These are not broken out in Gutman's book, so
one is forced to wade through each city or state to ferret out multiple company usages . A
table would have helped tabulating these, at a minimum, or a separate chapter at best. (I
find a parallel problem in the masterful and monumental census of US #1 and #2 covers in
Thomas J. Alexander's The United States 1847 Issues: A Cover Census. There, one is
forced to wade through hundreds of pages to ferret out conjunctive usages by local and
carrier posts used on covers with U.S. #Is and #2s.)

Despite this observation, Gutman's book is a goldrnine of never before published
information on Hale stamps and their sometimes complex uses in the web of northeast
cities. Included are overall discussions, maps, observations on competing operators and a
rundown of the more egregious covers, with 325 illustrations including a color central
section showing some of the rarer and more fascinating usages .

Of the three major stamps , 102 covers survive of75L1, 67 covers of the red 75L2
and 338 covers bearing 75L5s. Certainly one of the most useful tables is Appendix 2, a
census of 75L2, including a breakout of cut-to-shape-octagonally and cut square stamps
on cover, origin and destination and, where possible, dates of usage. I wish Gutman had
created a similar table for the two blue stamps on cover, 75L1 with address and 75L5
without address.

Other highlights include a plating study on the stamps and printings, carrying
forward Elliott Perry's pioneer research; a chronology of Hale advertisements as the post
mushroomed into a major concern carrying up to 60,000 letters a day at its height; a brief
excursus into the common counterfeits; and the intriguing possibility that a recently
discovered overprint may some day be classified as a sixth Hale stamp .

The feistiness of James Hale is evident in Appendix I, which replicates a letter of
1887 from Hale to the editor of the Ledger recounting his brief but valiant struggle with
postal authorities in 1843-45 and one plea in one case brought by federal authorities
against him:

"You will find that the (postal) law of 1795 reads that 'no person shall establish a
horse or foot post'; and when Mr. Hale brought his mails to Boston by steamboat and
railroad, he certainly did not come on horseback or foot."

The judge in 1844 dismissed the case against Hale. But it would not be long
before the US changed outdated postal laws and brought the Independent Mails to their
knees.

Now, I am holding my breath for a Pomeroy book, and an American Letter Mail
book, and a Wyman book, and all the others which would be distant legacies of the
original Arthur Hall-Elliott Perry manuscript from the 1950s that was the jumping off
point for this tome. So much remains to be done. All these other chapters await someone
with a great deal of knowledge and passion to be forged into reality. Someone willing, as
Gutman has done, to tum their lives upside down for six years.

The book is offered by the author for $75 postpaid via media mail in the U.S. For
international rates inquire. Payment with order to: Michael S. Gutman PO Box 1108,
Mashpee MA 02649 Phone: 508-477-6206; fax: 253-484-1709. Payment may be made
using PayPal via email tomikeg94@comcast.net.

- Reviewed by Gordon Stimmell 0
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
HUBERT C. SKINNER, Editor
NEWLY REPORTED DOUBLE TRANSFER ON THE 1851 1¢ BLUE, TYPE II
DON TOCHER

About eight years ago, our fellow member Gerald Moss was at my boo th at the show
in Valley Forge , Penn sylvania , examining a strip of Scott #7 , the 1851 I¢ blue, Type II
(Figure I). We agreed that the plating was obvious: 91-94R2, as there is clear evidence of
the diagonal lines/cracks at the bott om of the second stamp (92 R) as suggested by the
photo on page 186 of Neinken I , and the dot under the "E" of "CENT" on 9 1R I (page
I83) .These lines are evident in the photo at page 190 of Neinken. Gerald then discovered a
significant doubling of the design on the shoulder in 93R (Figure 2). Th is characteristic
was clearly unreported as of the pub lication of Nei nken's work.

Figure 1. Strip of four, Scott #7, positions 91-94R2

Figure 2. Detail, Scott #7, position 93R, showing double transfer

'All page number references are to Mortim er L. Neinken , The United States Olle Cent Stamp
of 1851 to 1861 (n.p., U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., 1972), p. 186.
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Figure 3. Detail, Scott #7, position 92R, showing cracks at bottom

In addi tion, the lines at the bottom are quite stro ng and extend into the design on
92R (Figure 3), which although apparent in the p. 190 photo are not show n in the drawings
of the posit ion at pp. 183 and 2 16. This suggests that the cracks were not evident to this
extent on examples seen by Neinken or Ashbrook.

My thank s to Gera ld a nd my apo log ies to him for thi s in c redibl e delay in
documenting his discovery. D
COLOR STUDY OF THE 3C STAMP OF THE
UNITED STATES 1851- 57 ISSUE: CORRIGENDA

WILBUR F. AMONETTE, M .D. and WILSON HULME
Editor's Note: Thi s definitive study co lor study by authors Amo nette and Hulme

appeared in the prev ious issue of the Chronicle, pp. 103-09. \ Unfortunately, the rarity
factor s in Table 3 (pp. 108-09) became misal igned in the publishing process. The correct
version is prin ted on the facing page , with apologies. 0

'Wilbur F. Amonette, M.D. and Wilson Hulme, "Color Study of the 3¢ Stamp of the United
States 185 1-57 Issue," Chronicle No. 206 (May 2005), pp. 103-09.
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Chronicl e
Table 3

Year Color Rarity
185 1 I. Orange Brown

a. Pale to Deep
b. Brownish
c. Reddi sh 3
d. Bri~ht 4
e. Yelowish 4
f. Intense 4+
g. Cop~erish 4+

II. Experimenta O.B.
a. Pale to Deep 4
b. Dull 4+
c. Bright 4+

1852 I Brownish Carmine
a. Pale to Dee~
b. With More rown 2
c. With More Red 3
d. Bright 4+

II. 1852 Clarets
a. Early 1852 Clare t 3
b. Late 1852 Claret 3

III . Plate 2L and 3 O.B. 4+
IV. Mid-1 8520.B. 4+
V. 1852 Yellowish Brown 4+

1853 1. Dull Red
a. Pale to Deep 2
b. Yellowish 3

1854 1. Rose Red
a. Pale to Deep
b. Bright

1855 I. Orange Red
a. Pale to Deep 2
b. Bright 3

1856 1. Yellowish Rose Red
a. Pale and Yellowish

Shades 4
b. Medium and Deeper

Shades 3
II. Pinkish 4+
III. Brownish Carmine

a. Pale to Dee~
b. With More rown
c. With More Red 3

IV. 1856 Oran ge Brown 4+

1857 I. Claret
a. Pale to Deep 2
b. Deeper Claret 4
c. Brownish 2
d. Purplish 4

II. Plum
a. Pale to Deep 4+

III . Rose Brown
a. Pale to Deep 3

IV. Yellowish Brown
a. Pale to Deep 4
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1869 PERIOD
SCOTT R. TREPEL, Editor
PRECANCELS ON THE 1869 PICTORIAL ISSUE
JEFFREY M. FORSTER

Recently I had the pleasure of viewing an exhibit of precancels fea turing stamps and
covers from the stampless era to the 20'1i century. The exhibitor is Arnold Selengut, a
stamp dealer and the President of the Precancels Society. In viewing the exhibit, I found
that there are basically two major categories of precancels: Bureaus, which were esse ntially
manufactured by the Bureau of Engrav ing and Printing, as part of stamp production, and
supplied to the post offices already precanceled ; and Locals, which were prepared under
the superv ision of postmasters using stamps and equipment on hand at the post office s.
Bureaus did not come into use until 1916, but Locals have been used since the 1840s.

Locals are further subdivided into four groups:
I . Pioneer
2. Classic
3. Contract
4. Non-cont ract

Obviously, usages of precancels on 1869 stamps would fall into the locals category.
Pioneer precancels consist of three basic sub-types:

I. cancellations on adhesives using lines and bars
2. cancellations on adhesives using geometries
3. cance llations on postal stationery

Pioneer precancel s were mad e to save time; there was no other ben efit or rate
reduction incentive. They also were made for the convenience of the user, the postmaster at
the local post office. No special devices were used- just standard office supplies, including
pen, ink, ruler, stencil, brush and, if the user was a printer, genera l moveable type.

There are preciou s few precancels reported on the 1869 issue. David W. Smith, in his
book, Silent Precancels, A Catalog of Lines, Bars and Designs on 19th and 20th Century

I
Stamps Used Postally in the United States (1995), lists only five items. Two of these, the
Glastonbury "G" 3¢ 1869 (Scott 11 4) and the Chicago brown ruled line on a 2¢ 1869 (Scott
113), are listed based on report s, the sources of which are unknown to Selengut, and have
been seen neither by Smith nor Selengut. One of them, the Waterbury, Kansas "X" on a 3¢
1869 (114) is listed without a disclaimer or questioned by Smith , so apparently he must
have seen it. Selengut indicated to me that he had not seen it so he would not comment on
it. The fourth item listed by Smith is the Philadelphi a "Square" on a 2¢ 1869 ( 113).
Selengut presently owns the cover on which this listing is based, but believes, however, that
it is not a precancel, but simply a duplex with a square killer which, due to the thickness of
the stamp, does not tie the adhesive. Although it was previously in his exhibit, he told me
that he has removed it because of its doubt ful status as a precancel. Smith has told Selengut
that he will probabl y delete that item from the next edition of his book.

The fifth and final item is the Jefferson, Ohio precancel, printed on a 2¢ 1869 ( 113)
after affixing and used by the J.A . Howells & Company. The cancellation consists of the
two-lined town name, JEFFERSON, / OHIO. There is an L-shaped border at left and
bottom. Presum ably the border was intended to simulate a frame or box for the stamp.

'David W. Smith, Silent Precancels : A Catalog of Lines, Bars, and Designs on 19th and 20th
Century Stamps Used Postally ill the United States (Rochester? IN: Precancel Stamp Society, 1995).
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Figure 1. Jefferson, Ohio precancel on 2¢ 1869 stamp, copy on cover and single stamp
(courtesy of Arnold Selengutl

Selengut owns two of the three reported copi es (see Figure I). He does not know the
whereabouts of the third copy but has a photocopy of it. The cover in Figure I is the only
known cover and is shown in his exhibit. He purchased it from John Boker. Selengut also
has an off-cover single 2¢ 1869 (1 13) (see Figure 1). In looking at Figure 1, showing the
2¢ 1869 cover and stamp from Jefferson, Ohio , one can see the significance of the vertical
frame line of the cancellation falling on the stamp. Thi s proves that the stamp was placed
on the cover before the cover was printed. The other off-cover copy has a line on the left
perforation tips. A close examinatio n of the stamp on the cover shows that it is tied to the
cover only by the hook of the "]" and perhaps by two or three perforation tips at the
bottom where the stamp is tangent to the horizontal line.

The apparent sequence of operations for the mailing of this envelope was: (I) affix
the stamp to the blank envelope ; (2) pri nt the entire face, incl ud ing the ca nce l; (3)
complete the address.

The inset scan of the 2¢ in Figure I shows the other copy with the left vertical tine
printed on the stamp, which must have been pre- applied , but not quite in the intended
place.

According to Selengut, J.A. Howe lls was a printer, and thus had ready access to
moveable type to create the partially pre-addressed circ ular enve lopes he used for
adve rtisements to tow n offi cials and po stma sters. He was sell ing pr inting services,
stationery and pre-printed forms. He had a histor y of using the "printed after affixing"
techn ique of precanceling stamps. A 2¢ Black Jack cover in Selengut 's exhibit is an earlier
examp le of this same technique. Figure 2 shows the 2¢ Black Jack cover where the town
name is not parallel to the edges of the stamp, which is cocked with respect to the
envelope, but is para llel to the edge of the envelope. Note that in this example, the name is
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Figure 2. Jefferson, Ohio precancel on cover, only known printed precancel on the 2C
Black Jack (Scott No. 73)(courtesy of Arnold Selengutl

printed "Jeffe rson / OHIO " (town in capital and lowercase letters, state in small capitals)
whereas the examples in Figure I show both town and state in small capitals .

Both Selengut and myself find it somewhat odd that there are no precancels reported
on the I¢ (Scott 112) 1869 stamp. The majorit y of documented precancel usages, both
before and after the I869s, were on unsealed circulars, which since 1852 were sent at the
I¢ rate, independent of distance. It was natur al that this type of "bulk " mailing would have
been franked with precancel stamps, as this would save the most time for the mailer and
the postmaster. What conditions may have precluded this type of mailing during the period
when the 1869s were in use, no one can say.

Finally, in Chronicle No. 204 (November 2004),2at page 269, I reported on the auction
results of the Miller H. Mack collection of 1869 Pictorial Issue covers.

2
One item in that

holding was lot 24, described as a 3¢ (114) with a "3-line manuscript precancel" affixed to a
Cobb White & Case, Rockland, Maine, illustrated corner card cover to Deer Island, Maine

'Jeffrey Forster, "Dale-Lichtenstein Auctions of British Columbia and Vancouver Island and
Western Expresses and the Millard H. Mack Collection of 1869 Pictorial Issue Covers," Chronicle,
Whole No. 204 (November 2004), p. 269.
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(see Figure 3). When I first began to research the known preca nce ls on 1869 stamps, I made
a note of this lot and wou ld have included it as another precancel usage. However, the
purchaser (telephone bidder 16 at the Mack sale), who paid $575 (plus 10% auctioneer's
com mission) submitted it to the Philate lic Founda tio n. Earlier this year, I visited the
Foundation and was told that it was not a precancel, and in fact, it was determined that the
stam p had been added to the cover, and thus was not a genuine precancel.

4 4~ /Z:e..-_-
. ) ; '

Figure 3. 3C 1869 on Cobb White & Case illustrated corner card cover addressed to Deer
Island, Maine, from Miller H. Mack collection, unfavorable determination by Philatelic
Foundation (not a precancel, and stamp added to cover)

If any readers have any precancels, or what they believe to be precancels, in their
1869 collections, I wou ld be most appreciative of hearing from them and will include them
in a follow-up article in the Chronicl e updating the listing of 1869 precancel usages. 0
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Announcing:

The 1851 Issue: A Sesquicentennial Retrospective
A riew book to be published in Spring 2006 in full color

The U.S. Philatelic Class ics Soci ety is putting the finishing touches on this 500 +
page book - the first book to study, in depth, the stamps of this issue.

The book will include 24 articles by top scholars of the issue, including:
An introduction to the issue • the 1¢, 3¢, and 12¢ stamps • postal rates
the unissued 6¢ stamp • the carrier stamps ofthe issue •f ancy cancels

transatlantic and illustrated mail • usages in Indian Territory • and more

Price Until Feb. 14,2006: $80 + $5 shipping
After Feb. 14, 2006: $125 + $5 shipping (if available)

Printing quantities of the book will be extremely limited.
In order to guarantee a copy, you must order by Feb. 14,2006

Mail a check payabl e to USPCS to : Rob Lund; USPCS- 1851 Book; 29 13 Fulton St.;
Everett, WA 98201-3733 or visit the USPCS website at WWW.uspcs.org to order.
NEW-FROM THE COLLECTORS CLUB

The United States Five Cent Stamp of 1856
by Richard C. Frajola and Frederick R. Mayer

Thi s is the definitive study of the imperforate 5¢
stamp of 1856. Profusely illustrated in color, it is based
on the remarkable co llection formed by Frederick R.
Mayer, which he started "in earnest" over thirty years
ago. As such, it includes virtually all of the major multi­
ples and covers.

The text is rich in detail of the rates, routes, mark­
ings and postal agreements in effect during the short
period of use of the imperforate stamp. Maps of the
routes add to its utility as a handbook, which is a
model of its kind. 166 + x pages, hardbound.

Available from the Collecto rs Club at $45 , with a 10 percent discount for Club members.
Shipping and handling, $5 within the United State s, $10 for Canada, and $20 for Europe. Contact the
Club Executive Secretary for shipping quotes elsewhere.

Send checks payable to "The Collectors Club " to: Executive Secretary, Th e Collectors Club, 22
East 35th Stree t, New York , NY 10016-3808. Telephon e: (212) 683·0559
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA
CENSUS OFCSA STONE 2MISPlACED TRANSFERS, ANDATOlJa-lONSTONE A-B
©2005 LEONARD H. HARTMANN

When 1 firs t started to write on the CSA Mispl aced Tr an sfer s in the Chronicl e
(W hole No. 182, Ma y 1999, p. 110), 1 was hoping for materi al to do another article. At
that time only a few examples were known, then ca me the May 2001 and February 2004
issues. As we learn more, the subject becomes more complex and thus more interesting.
Th e poin t has now come that a co ncise listin g is needed so we can try to understand what
is known and to go forward. Toward the end of this article there is a bit of an introduction
to the first CS A lithographed stamp, the 5¢ Gre en from Stone A-B. It may relate or it may
not re late to our Ston e 2 Misp laced Transfers but there are ove rlapping pecu liarities.

For the CSA lithographs a misplaced tran sfer is defined as a stamp on the printin g
stone that is not in its nor mal position with respect to the transfer stone. As far as we now
kn o w, a ll of th e CSA li th ograph s we re ge ne ra ted fr om th e sa me tran sfer sto ne
configura tion, a uni t of 50 bein g five rows of 10 subjects each. Starting with the upper left
sta mps we have position I, 2, etc., going to 10 at the far right, then back to II at the left
under the I. All prin ting stones consist of 4 impressions from the transfer stone, a left pane
having two units of 50 placed together so they appear to be a unit of 100, a vertical gutter
and then a right pane construc ted the same as the left pane .

For clari ty I am regressing to my first article and am mostly repeating this paragraph.
The earl iest reference known to the au thor of the phrase "Mis place d Tra nsfer" with respect
to the Confederate lithographs is from an article by Gerald S. Curti s, Edward S. Knapp
and Th omas H. Pratt tit led "Li thographs of the Co nfederate State s of Amer ica," which
appeared in Scott 's Monthly Journ al , Nove mber, 1929.

. . . To show the real rar ity of these, we wo uld say, that during our studies covering the
last ten years, we have found less than a score of these from Stone 2 (both colors).

A short description of what a misplaced transfer is and how it may occur, is as follows:
Some position or gro up of position s show up bad ly when a printing has been taken­
they have become dam aged for so me rea son and do not print properly . The careful
pressman notice s this, and he erases tha t pa rt of the stone, clean s off the space and
makes a new transfer there (taking this new tra nsfer either fro m the smaller Transfer
Stone or from a perfect part of the big stone) . Then the stone is ready to print from once
more. But if he has take n his transfer from a different set of positions from the origi nal
ones , he has cha nged the arrangement of the varieties, and they do not run in the proper
order, they are Misplaced Transfers.
The sale of the John H. Hall co llect ion by R.A. Siege l Auction Galleries, December

17, 200 I, was a major revelation . This material had not been on the market since the late
1920s and even then it was private ly sold. Before this sale only four items were know n to
the author that are Misp laced Transfers. The Hall sale had 13 lots so described with a note
tha t a large lot also had some. As soon as thi s sa le appeared 1 wa nted to do another
Misplaced Transfer article to clear the air but it was delayed as there see med to be more
new quest ions than answers.

The "s core" of Misp laced Transfers men tioned in the 1929 article is in excellent
agree ment with the Hall material and what we know today. Th e total number of Misplac ed
Transfers ranges from 34 to 37 whic h are co ntained in multiples havin g a tot al of 84
stamps. I define this as 23 collec table units based on undivided items. As an example, in a
pair in which eac h is plate pos ition 3: one position 3 could be the normal position, with the
other 3 entere d into positi on 2 or 4; or the pair of position 3s co uld be entere d in any
positi ons. Thus the pair could be described as one or two Misplaced Transfe rs, but it is still
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I i:lIUIU I; MltiplilCea I ransrers, ~-.one z
Census Color Name Transfer Printing HaD Number Number UsedlUnused

m GorB Stolle Stolle Catalog orMT of Stamps
Positions Positions No. Positions

1 G TwinScrolls 1 10 preHall 1 1 used, single. cds

2 G TwinScroUs 1 10 222 1 1 unused, single

3 G WIlhTS 1/11 10120 223 2 2 Frederldcsburg, Va, Mar 27

4 G With TS 1/11 10120 preHa" 2 32 unused, block32

5 G Twins 3-3 ? 224 2 Richmond,Va Feb25, 1862

6 G 5 left plW19 Hall 1 1 WilmlngllOn, NC, Jcl26, 1862

7 G 7·2117·12 ? 225 4 4 Warrlnglion, Fl, Feb4th

8 G 9-35 9-10 226 2 2 Norfolk. Va, Jan 7,1862

9 G 20 20 226 1 1 used, grid eanceI

10 G 35 10 227 1 1 Montgomery, May 14,1862

11 G Shadow Line 50 ? 228 1 1 unused. single

12 G Shadow Line 50 ? 229 1 1 Fayetteville, NY AfJf 1862

13 G 19-41 ? 230 1or2 2 Petersburg,VI

14 G 13130 ? 230 1or2 2 unused, verticalpair

15 G 9-25 ? 230 1or2 2 MonIlceIIo, Ga Dec31, year?

16 G 49-50(9.3 pre Hall 1 4 unused, block

17 B PlateX 3-9,40146-50 3-10145-50 231 5 13 unused, blockof 13

18 B PlataX 2-5142-45 census 17 232 4 8 unused, blockof 8

19 B PlateX 2/42 census 17 post Hall 1 2 used, pen cancel

20 B PlaleX 40 10 231 1 1 GeorgeIDwn, Jun 18, 1862

21 B PIlle X 37 right sheet 233 1 1 NewOrleans , LaAfJf 26. 1862

22 B Pia X 9-2 ? 234 2 2 Richmond,Va, Jun 6. 1862

23 B PIlle X 9-2 ? pre Hall 2 2 Mon!gomeIy, TxAug, 1862

16 Green
7 Blue 341037 86 7 unused / 16 used

4 Blockshowingall or portions of printing plate positions 3-10.13-20,23-30,33-40; however

of these only 10120Ire replaced.by 1/11, the restare normalforStone2.
Enoughof the leftedge ofthe stamps fIomthe right peneare~ toprovethis is the IelI: pane, and
the gutlBrspeclngdoes not agreewith the knownStone2 gre«l or blue stamps.
This IlustnItion is takenfrom an old phdograph, the item may be or havebeen largerthan 32 subjects.

9 Position20. showing I portion of the stampabove which is a misplac:edtransfer, l.e., posilion 35 in 10.

10 Samemisplaced transferas in census iEm 8, I.e., Transfer Stone posIIion 35 in placeof posIIion 10.



Figure 1. 5¢ Green, Block of 32 having Positions 1 & 11 in place of 10 and 20, also Vertical
Gutter
Chron icle 207 / August 2005 / Vol. 57, No.3 193



a single collec table item. A few of the item s, such as the block of 8 (Ce nsus ID 18), could
be cut into four vert ica l pa irs each proving they are not norm al stamps. In any case, to cut
a Misplace d Transfer mult iple wo uld be a travesty to philately. A ce nsus of all known
Misp lace d Tra nsfers to da te is given in Table I .

T he 23 discrete co llec table Misplaced Tran sfer item s are a most diverse gro up and
suggest a rando m distribution as to printing and distribution by the post office :

• 16 are in the Green printin g and seven in the Blue
• Seven are unu sed and 16 used
• They are usedfromdiverseareas:Louisiana,Texas, Florida, Virginia, Georgia,NorthCarolina

th lh sa
• The Green usages date from Jan 7 to May 14 , 1862; the Dec 3 1 date could be 1861

th
• Th e Blue usages date fro m June 6 through August 1862
• The non-Hall items total4 and the Hall 19 (although census item 19 could befrom Hall lot)
• No know n Green pri nting Misplace d Transfer matches a Blue printing
• Th e sma ll num ber of known examples is in marked contrast to the norm al

stamps which must certainly total ove r 10,000 surviving
As accurate plating is required to determine most Mi spl aced Tran sfers, it can be

ass umed there still rem ain more examples than this ce nsus represents. Only one of the
Misplaced Transfers is trul y ev ident and has been illu strated in the literature since 1929 , in
Dietz' Postal Service of the Confe derate States of America through the last Dietz catalog
in 1986, and is listed in the curre nt Sco tt U.S. Specia lized Catalog, as the Twin Scroll ,
position 1 entered ove r position 10. Th is variety represents ce nsus numbers 1-4 and is the
most co mmo n item. St ill, of the 4 exa mples know n, 2 being ex- Hall (50%), the overall
rarity will prob abl y remai n for the know n exa mples; the most co mmon in reality being
qu ite rare .

Ce nsus item 4, the block of 32 having transfer position s 1/11 in place of 10/20
(Figure I) is of special importance. T he block co ntains prin ting sto ne pos itions 3- 10, 13­
20 and 33-40 plus fractions of positions I, I I , 21 and 3 1 from the rig ht pane. On ly the
printing stone positions 10/20 are replaced, wit h the rest being normal as to posi tion and
orientation of the transfer stone . This block, and in fac t a ll multip les in the ce nsus,
strongly indicates that the Misplaced Tra nsfers origi nated when a printi ng stone was laid
down and is not due to the common misconception of repairs after a stone was placed in
use. All Misplaced Tra nsfers show qu ite sharp margin s wi th distinct adjoi ning sta mps.
Th is is not wha t one would expect from an area tha t was gro und down , re-entered and
re-etched on the printin g sto ne. Unlike metal prin ting plates, lithographic stones can not be
ham mered up or filled in. Entire lithographi c stones , printing and transfer, we re routinely
gro und dow n to receive new images for the next print ing job , thus stones in use would
shri nk from circa 4 inches in thickness to about 2 inches before they crac ked or were
deemed too weak to be used again . Such a change in the printing surface over a small
areas co uld not lead to a decent printed imp ression.

For the Blu e Stone 2, normal stamp printing, we have two well es tablished vertica l
gutter or ientations and thus two printing sto nes used for normal sta mp production . For the
Green sta mps we have few vertical gutter un its but that from Ce ns us 4 , a Mispl aced
Transfer, does not match a known one in either Green or Blu e. Fig ure 2 shows a vertical
gutter piece from the Green print ing for reference, posi tion II and a frac tion of position
20, used from Eutaw, Alabama, February 12, 1862. On this stamp the left pane is shifted
up from the right which mayor may not have a special mean ing.

We ca nnot relate the Blue Misplaced Transfers to the es tablis hed print ing stones, as
we have no vert ica l gutters relating to a print ing stone. My assumption is that the Blue
Misplaced Transfers are fro m a third Sto ne 2 printing sto ne, for now ca lled plate X. In our
ce nsus of the Bl ue items, nu mbers 17, 18 and 19 tie together perfectly. T hese were
ev iden tly the top two rows from the right pane or a plate having a single pane. Ce nsus
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Figure 2. 5C Green, Stone 2, Vertical Gutter,
Positions 20-11, Eutaw, Alabama, Feb 12,1862

Figure 3. 5C Green, probably Stone A-B,
strange alignment, lynchburg, Va.
canceled Nov 8,1861 usage

item s 20-23 do not tie with the previous but they do not co ntlic!. For the Blu es we have
only two additional on es: transfer stone po sition 37 with a right sheet margin , ce ns us
numbers 2 1; and two identi cal Mi spl aced Transfers having transfer stone positions 9-2 ,
ce nsus numbers 22 and 23 , for which we have no idea of the location on a printing stone .

A wrap up of what we kno w on the Stone 2 Mi splaced Transfers:
I . The Mi spl aced Transfers in Green and Blue are probabl y printed from at least

two new stones made up from Transfer Stone 2, not the normal printing stones.
2. Th e wide variation in the unu sed stamps and the used examples coming from

five states, combined with the scarcity, sugg es ts the stamps we re not part of the normal
production or distribution.

3. The Blu e and Green Misplaced Transfers represe nt a variety in printing quality
and ink , with one printing of each .

4. The Mi splaced Transfers are distinct from the normal stamps.
5. We don 't know why they we re produced or distr ibut ed.

a. Produced: perh aps an ex perime nt, botched or practice printing stone,
perh aps to test ink, etc.

b. Distributed: pap er was scarce and had to be accounted for, thu s if a
shee t of stamps was usabl e it probably was sent to the post offi ce for distribution .

c. Distribution : perhaps they were used to make up for shortages as needed.
Other Items For Study, Perhaps Stone A-B

We do have other examples that mayor ma y not be Mi spl aced Transfers but they are
certainly related to the various my steri es of the CS A lithograph s. Figure 3 shows a single
5¢ Green used from Lynchburg, Va. on No vember 8, 1861 . From the date and dull oli ve
gree n co lor it is probably from the unpl ated Ston e A or B, how ever Stone I is a possibility.
Thi s stamp shows a portion of the stamp to the right that is almos t touching, which is not
normal.
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Figure 4. 5¢ Green, perhaps Stone A-B, strange alignment, Charlottesville, Va., March 3,
1862

We also have another stamp, Figure 4, that is in a qui te similar shade of Green to that
in Figure 4 and is probably Stone A or B. It was used on a folded letter canceled March 3,
1862 at Charlottesville , Va. It shows a portion of the stamp to the left being extreme ly
close and the right stamp shows either a vertical gutter or a left shee t margin. Considerable
effort has been made to plate these two stamps as Stone 1 but with no success . They are
definitely not Stone 2. Stone 1 can be quite difficult to plate, especially from a single as
the characteristics are ofte n minute. Some Stone 2 examples in a near olive gree n can be
much more difficult to plate than expec ted.

Stone A-B is a philatelic enigma as we know much less of it than we think we know
of it! From the previously mentioned November 1929 article in Scott 's Monthly Journal
we know that Curtis worked on the plating during the 19l0s and published some plating
materi al in The Philatelic Gazette, and Knapp worked on the plating in the mid 1920s;
Curtis disposed of his collec tion and turned over his notes to Knapp. To quote from this
article :

Mr. Knapp believed that there was only one stone of the Five Cents Green that had an
imprint and they did not attempt to plate it. Mr. Pratt has established that there are two
imprints and probably two stones, and he is working at present on reconstructing them.
The 5¢ Green stamps with the imprint are what we now call Stone A- B. This study

by Curti s and subsequently by Knapp and Pratt- either the manu script notes, photographs
or the actual stamps-v is not known to students today. Hopefull y this Stone A-B study will
miraculously appear, just as the Hall collec tion of Mis placed Transfers remained intact for
70 years .

For Stone A- B today we know only of a strip of four show ing portions of two other
stamps with a partial impri nt and a few imprint singles, early usages, etc . The 1929 article
states that a used block of eight and also an unused block of eig ht exist, neither of which
are known by the author. The imprint items indicate either two stones or a stone with a left
and right pane. We do not know enough about this stone or stones to even make a guess as
to the possible Mispl aced Transfer status of the stamps illu strated in Figure 2 and 3. The
Stone A- B attribution is normally made based on an early usage and also the pecu liar olive
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green shade, but neither charac teris tics are definitive. We have this Stone A-B shade of
olive green from both Stone I and Stone 2, quite similar if not ident ical. We know the first
CSA 5¢ general issue was first sold on October 16, IS61 based on a newspaper article and
supported by such early usages. Stone I is reported used as early as October IS

1h
; even if

we question this usage based on a questionable plating, there are other usages only a little
later.

As a guess I would think the original Stone A-B is actually only one printing stone
with the A and B originally unknowingly referring to the Left and Right panes. The two
imprints appear identical with the same transfer stone positions above. This sugges ts these
printing and transfer stones were done in a manner similar to the others. Again, for Stone
A-B much more study is requi red. .

When examining any CSA lithograp h one should look for notat ions by Knapp.
During the 1920s he evidently examined severa l thousand stamps and often made plating
notations. and referred to Misp laced Transfers, etc. To date I do not know that he made an
error, however some caution must be made in interpreting his notations. Many years ago I
purchased a nice block of the 5¢ blue lithograph with Knapp 's plating on the back, the
notation "2"dstone"; he was referring to Stone 3, the seco nd blue Transfer Stone, and not
Stone 2. A nice purchase.

Any help that anyone can offer on the Misplaced Transfers or Stone A-B will be
most appreciated. For this article I give special thanks to two deceased friends: Charley
Kilbourne and Fred Grant. For the living, my thanks to Bruce Engs ler and Michael C.
O'Reilly. 0
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SPECIAL PRINTINGS
PREPARATION OF SETS OF THE 1875 SPECIAL PRINTINGS
WILLIAM E. MOOZ

A previous article ' discussed the scissor cutting of the 1875 special printings, with
emphasis on the way that the clerks in the office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General
prepared these stamps for sale. Two of the conclusions that were reached in that study are
as follows:

I . Many se ts were prepared by stacking the indi vidual panes of the various
denominations so that a full set of stamps could be cut from the stack by using scissors.

2. Sets were also prepared by separating the stamps on the perforation s, and each
denomination in these sets was frequently from the same plate position , since the clerks
systematically removed the stamps from the panes in an orderly manner.

Some convincing evidence was presented in the previous study to support each of
these conclusions. This article presents more evidence which has recentl y come to light as
the result of examining an old-time collection. This collection apparently had some full
and parti al sets of the department al special printings which were intact as sold by the
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Figure I is from this recent examination, and shows a set of the War Department
stamps, each of which was taken from the right column of the pane. Every stamp except
for the 2¢ and 3¢ denomination s shows a distinct straight edge on the right side. For these
straight edge stamps, the possibility exists that they all came from the rightmost position
of the same row of each pane, or that they came from different rows on each pane . This set
suppo rts th e th eory that whe n th e clerks were preparin g th e se ts fo r sa le, th ey
systematica lly removed each denomination from the same position on each pane. One
could suppose that the straight edge copies found their way randomly into the set, but
statistica lly this seems unlikely. The odds of this happening are one in one billion if one
assumes that each denomination came from a different row, and one in one quintillion if
they all came from similar rows.

What about the 2¢ and 3¢ denominati ons? There are two possibiliti es. The first was
advanced in the previous study. It is that each stamp in this set originally was from an
identical plate position, and that the set was placed in the little envelope ready for sale. But
these sets sold very slowly, and people began to order individual denominations. An easy
way to get a stamp or two was for the clerk to reach into an envelope and take the stamp
out. Later, if the set was so ld, these missin g stamps would be replaced . But a more
probabl e answer is that durin g the assembl y of these sets, the two denomination s were
sold as indi vidual s ta mps. Then as the c le rk assembl ed thi s se t, the 2¢ and 3¢
denominations were "out of sync" with the rest of the set, as the clerk methodically took
stamps from the next position on the pane.

Figure 2 shows a set of State Department stamps from the same collection. This set
app ears to have been assembled by the "s tack and sciss or cut" method. The bottom
perforati ons on all denominations except for the7¢ denomination show similar scissor
cuts, as do the left sides of the I¢, IO¢, 12¢ and 24¢ denominations.

Figure 3 shows a partial set of the Post Office Department. The right sides of the 2¢,
12¢, 15¢, 24¢ and 90¢ denominations show evidence of stacking and scissor cuttin g.

'William E. Mooz, "Scissor Cutting of the 1875 Special Printing Issues," Chronicle, Vol. 5 1,
No. 3 (August I999)(Whole No. 183), pp. 169-206.
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Figure 1. Set of 1875 War Department Special Printing stamps, from oldtime collection

Figure 2. Set of 1875 State Department Special Printing stamps, from same collection
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Figure 3. Partial set of 1875 Post Office Department Special Printing stamps, from same collection

Figure 4. Set of 1875 Navy Department Special Printing stamps, from same collection
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Figure 5. Partial set of 1875Justice DepartmentSpecial Printing stamps, from same collection

The Navy Department set shown in Figure 4 shows evide nce of stacking and cutting
on the bottoms of the 3¢, 6¢, IO¢, 12¢, 15¢ and 24¢ stamps.

Figure 5 illustrates a partial set of the Justice Department. The bottom edges of the
I¢, 6¢, 24¢, 30¢ and 90¢ deno minat ions show stacking and scissor cutting evidence, as do
the right sides of all denominations excep t the 6¢. One ca n also see this evidence on the
left sides of all denominations exce pt the 24¢, and on the tops of all deno minations except
the I¢.

Th ere are some un answer ed qu esti ons abou t these se ts . A ll are in th e sa me
collection, and it is probably not unreasonable to assume that they were purchased at the
same time either from the Office of the Thi rd Ass istant Postmaster Genera l or from a
stamp dealer who had them in stock. If we assume tha t this is the case, why are not all of
the sets complete with all denominations? The reason for this might be tha t the co llec tor
a lready had in his co l lec tio n co pi es of th e reg u la r ly is su ed s ta m ps in ce rta in
denominations. To complete the sets, he may have ordered copies of those denomin ation s
which he needed from the Post Office Department. When the order was received, the cle rk
who filled it could have taken one of the already prepared envelopes containing a full set
of the stamps and removed tho se denominations which had been ordered. Th ese then
wo uld have been sent to the person originating the order, leavin g behi nd the various
denominations not on the order. This same thing could have happened if the stamps were
bought from a dealer. These sets, as shown in the illustrations, were in the hand s of an
auction house when viewed, and if there originally had been regular issue denomin ations
mixed with the special print ings, they we re prob abl y se pa rated when the lot s were
prepared for auction.

To attem pt to determine if the stamps were bought from the Post Office Department ,
a search was made of the press copies of the invoices, looking for a single invoice which
showed the denominations comprising this small collection. No such invoice was found,
but the invoices available do not span the entire period in which these stamps were sold. 0
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OFFICIALS ET AL
ALAN C. CAMPBELL, Editor
THE OFFICIALS TRIAL COLOR DIE PROOFS OF APRIL 1873:
ARE THEY ESSAYS? WAR DEPARTMENT 2¢ JACKSON,

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 3¢ WASHINGTON
GEORGE G. SAYERS

War Department 2¢ J ackson
Figure I shows what appears to be a cut down normal trial color die proof in blac k of

the War Department 2¢ Jacksop of 1873, pr inted on India paper on blott er, I ge nerally
incorrectly referred to as "card."- Figure 2 shows the magnified "2" from the bottom value
tab let , which reveals the engraver's refe rence fie ld of vertical lines which he used to
measure and guide his engraving strokes . Figure 3 is the magn ified view of "DEP" from
the upper right corner, whic h shows, in addi tio n to the vertica l lines, the curve d lines
which gu ide the engrav ing of the tops and bottom s of the letters.

This intermed iate proof yie lds detailed information on the engrav ing of the dies for
the offic ial stamps in Apri l 1873 . As Alan C. Campbell dem onstrated in his article, "The
Design Evolution of the United States Offic ial Stamps," ) the dies were prod uced with great
haste. One of the compromises made was to transfer the vignette and value ribb on from
the master die of the same Bank Note value to a new die blank and engrave the frame of
the stamp around it. Figure 4 is a scan of part of a "regress ive" die proof of a generic 2¢

~

Jackson die. Th is die was produced by removing the unwanted port ions of the 2¢ Bank
Note de sign from a transfer roll produ ced from the master die, then hardening and rolling
the remaining vignette and value ribbon into a new die blank. Figure 5 shows that the
engraver's vertica l refere nce lines, and therefore the final engraved vertical lines at the top
and bottom of the design , co rrespond I: I with, and probably are derived from the vertical
lin es in th e bottom o f th e value ribbon . The fra me eng raver for thi s sta mp, D.S .

I All India proofs are printed with a backing of what printers call blotte r paper , a poro us
co mpress ible paper which forces the wet India paper into the finest lines, as this proof shows.
Anyone who learned to write with a fountain pen is familiar with this paper. Rarely, some India
proof full sheets or large multiples have been trimmed while on the original blotter paper backing,
then separated from the blotter paper backi ng and mounted on sheets of card stock in a similar
fashion to the "hybrid die proofs." Proofs of this kind are legitimately named "India on Card." This
may have been done becau se blotter paper is prone to something akin to foxing and discoloring with
age. For more information see , Clarence W. Brazer, D. Sc., "Our Definitions," The Essay-Proof
Journ al , Volume 2 ( 1945), pp. 3 I-33 and "Varieties of U. S. Essays and Proofs," The Essay-Proof
Journal , Volume 4 (1947 ), pp. 149-54.

' In the paper and printing industry. the term "card" generally refers to card stock, the
somewhat flexible heavy paper used to print business cards, which is available in a wide range of
weight s, thick nesse s and fini she s. Before deskto p publish ing, almo st every pri ntin g hou se,
particu larly in the late 1800 s, printed their own fancy business cards to demon strate technical ability
and serve as cheap advertising. Card board refer s to a dense, thick and rigid paper which is not
norma lly used for print ing. The author recognizes the term "proof on cardboard" goes back to the
first Post Office order for these items in 1879.

'A lan C. Ca mpbe ll, "The Design Evo lution of the United Sta tes Off icial Stamps, " The
Chronicle, Volume 47, No. 4(W hole No. 168) (November 1995) and Vol. 48, No. I (Whole No.
169)(Febru ary 1996), p. 5 1.. .

Lot 1658 of Ma tthew Bennett , Inc. Sale #280 (the Ted Lockyear Collec tion), October 2,
2004 .
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Figure 1. War Department 2¢ Jackson trial color die proof in black cut down to stamp size

Ronaldson.' whose signature appears on the Figure 4 regressive die proof, apparentl y was
able to draw in his vertical field of lines with a straight edge and hardened steel needle
using the spacing and orientation of the lines in the bottom of the value ribbon, saving a
substantial amount of layout time. This proof then demonstrates that the vignette-value
ribbon also carried much of the essential basic layout format for the final stamp, quit e an
efficient design execution. The 2¢ War Department trial color die proof in brown shows
the identical array of guide lines, indicating as demonstrated below that the brown and
black proofs were probably made at the same time.

SAlan C. Campbell, "Postscript to 'The Design Evo lution of United States Official Stamps' ,"
The Chronicle, Vol. 48, No. 2 (Whole No. 170)(May 1996), p. 11 6.
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Figure 2. Magnified and contrast enhanced scan of the large "2" showing the engraver's
vertical guide lines

Figure 3. Magnified and contrast enhanced scan of "DEP" at upper right showing the
vertical guide lines and the guide lines for the tops of the letters
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Figure 4. Magnified proof of a "regressive" die made by modifying a transfer roll from
the die of the regular issue 2C Jackson

Figure 5. Magnified and contrast enhanced scan of t he " CENT" at lower right showing
the engraver's vertical guide lines extending int o t he bottom margin and corresponding
to the vertical lines of the value ribbon transferred w ith t he vignette
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Department of Agriculture 3¢ Washington
An earl y draft of this article suggested collectors examine similar trial co lor die

proo fs for simi lar design layou t and guide lines. Alan C. Campbell co nfirmed similar lines
in seven tria l co lor die proofs, including a spectacular black trial co lor die proof of the 3¢
Depart men t of Ag riculture. Figure 6 shows the upper left corner of this die proof including
"DEPT." No te that the interior of the capital "D" shows the ou tlines of three alternative
design s for the center of the " 0 " in addi tion to the complete ly engraved final de sign,
giving an insig ht into the engraver' s thoughts. Many other engra ver 's reference lines are
apparent including the extension of the frame line throug h the top of the " D." T he
(unillustrated) side panels also show an extensive grid of hor izontal and vertical reference
lines used for the layou t and engraving of the side ornamen ts. With the orig inal guide
lines, it is almo st possible to fo llow the engraver's work sequence line by line. The 3¢
Agriculture trial co lor die proof in green shows the identi ca l array of guide lines.

Figure 6. Agriculture Department 3C Washington trial color die proof in black, a
magnified and contrast enhanced sca n of the top left corner showing the details of
"DEP." Note the outlines of three alternative shapes for the center of the " D," in
addition to horizontal and vertical e ngraver's guide lines
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April 1873
Trial color die proo fs of the following additional stamps show some of the engraver's

refere nce lines: 2¢ Exec utive Department in black and 3¢ Executive Departmen t in green,
3¢ Interior Department in black, 3¢ Justice in black and I¢ Treasury Department in black.
D.S . Ronaldson is believed to be the engraver of all of these except the 1O¢ Treasury ,"
Similar proofs almost certai nly ex ist for several other values .

Under normal production meth od s, these refere nce lin es wo uld be removed by
poli shin g before the dies are hardened, and careful high magnification examination of die
proofs of these stamps in the issue d colors reveals no trace of these lines. Cu tting lines in
steel leaves sharp raised edges on the sides and end of the cut which must be removed
before harden ing makes them a permanent fea ture of the die because they will transfer to
the plate and cause cut s in the pap er. For modern artis tic engrav ing in stee l and non­
ferrous metals, the sharp edges are genera lly removed using a polish ing co mpound similar
to a jeweler's rouge (for instance, beeswax and ocher-a hydrated iron oxi de) on a soft
leather whee l. These stamp dies were polished more ca refully. The die proofs examined
show differen t states. The 2¢ War and 3¢ Agriculture appear unp olished , wit h all the
reference lines intact. The other five proofs show most of the reference lines having been
poli shed out in the open areas of the designs, with remnants of the lines ge nerally adjacent
to the deepest engraved lines where the edges are raise d the most. These proofs would be
made from the dies at the fina l stage of polishing before hard ening. Trial co lor die proofs
of several other des igns showed no trace of reference lines, ind icat ing they had co mpleted
the polishing process and probably had been hardened when the proofs were made.

Alan C. Campb ell ' es tablished that in ea rly April 187 3 the int ent o f the Post
Office was to issue the official stamps in the color/denominatio n standard of the regul ar
issue-I ¢ blue, 2¢ brown and 3¢ gree n-and in fact these trial co lor die proofs match this
co lor standa rd. We ca n. spec ulate that one day in April the Post Office decided to re­
evaluate th at de ci sion , and re quested immediat e multiple proofs of all comple te d
engravings in the proposed colors and in black , whether the die was fini shed and approved
or not. Based on examinat ion of these trial co lor proofs, they changed the ir decision to
indiv idua l co lors for eac h Dep artment, and fortuna te ly these proofs have survived to
document the process. As indicated in the title of this article, the author is uncertain about
whe the r to descr ibe these ge ms of phil ateli c histor y as proofs or essays. Th e current
standard is that the presence of one line not present on the production stamp renders the
subject item an essay, and these item s have many extra lines. However the lines are so fine
they apparently have not been described even by stude nts of the subject in over 130 years.
Based on their probable history, they fit exac tly the definition of trial co lor die proofs­
much more so than many of the items currently co nsidered part of that category-and the
author sugges ts this remains the appropriate classification. D

'tu«
7 •
Ibld., p.11 5.
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN C. CAMPBELL, Editor
REGISTRATION OF OFFICIAL MAIL TO 1900
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M.D. AND LESTER C. LANPHEAR III

The sale of the Robert L. Markovits collection of official stamps (Matthew Bennett
February 7, 2004) brought a number of registered covers bearing official stamps into the
market. Thi s raised the fact that registration of official mail has never been discussed . Thi s
article will look at the three periods of official mail, consisting of the free frank period,
official stamp period and the penalty clause period up to 1900. Each of these will be
discussed separately except where official stamps were applied to early penalty clause
envelopes .

Free Frank Period, 1855 to 1873
The registration of mail was intended to provide safeguards for valuable letters sent

in the mail s. As discu ssed in co-author James Milgram's book, United States Registered
Mail 1845-1870, the Post Office Department in 1845 offered to investigate lost letters if
the sender could prove that a valuable letter which was not delivered was placed into the
mai l. Thus documentation was necessary at the post office of mailing.

A system of unofficia l registration can be documented to have existed in most of the
United States between 1845 and 1855. The post office at the place of mailin g apparently
marked its receipt book with notations of valuable letters, and comments were placed on
the letter bills which were sent with the mail between post offices. Th ere is no evidence of
a charge for such a service , and there is no evidence of receipts being signed by the
addressees. But increa singly during this period the letters themselves show handwri tten or
handstamped notations such as "R ," "Reg" or "REGISTERED," as well as "money letter"
at a few offi ces, thi s latter term being taken from the Can adian system of handling
valuable letters. Most of the markin gs were applied when mailing, but some, such as the
Philadelphia "R," were app lied on receipt , and still others were applied in transit.

During this same ten year period official letters of both the federal legislative and
executive branches were sent free of postage in both directions, to or from an individual
with the franking privilege. Thi s even extended to postmasters for the first 1/2 oz. of a
letter's we ight. No official letters with a free frank ha ve been see n with unoffici al
registration . However, there is no reason why they should not exist.

On July I , 1855 registerin g letters for a 5¢ fee was instituted at all post offices.' Th e
serv ice initiall y provided onl y for domestic regi stration . Reciprocal treaties for
international registration were signed later with Germany, Great Bri tain and Canada.

No letters from the 1850s have been seen free franked at the time of mailing with
registration postmarks. However, a cover sent "FREE" to the Commissioner of Pension s,
probabl y in 1855, f rom an unkno wn to wn is known w ith a riml es s c i rc u la r
"REGISTERED" ms. "Paid 5" (Figure 1). Thi s cover is the first to demonstrate that
registration fees could not be paid by the franking privilege.

Registration fees were increa sed to 20¢ on Ju ly I, 1863. The amount of the fee was
paid in cash and was not indicated on the covers. Figure 129 in Milgram's book? is another
letter to the Commissioner of Pensions, but the sender paid the postage with two 3¢ 1861

I Act of March 3, 1855, 10 Stat. 641 (in Postage Rates 1789-1930, United States Post Office
Department, 1930, p. 7).

2 James W. Milgram , M.D., United States Registered Mail 1845-1870 (North Miami , FI.;
David G. Phillips, 1998), p. 95.
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Figure 1. Ve ry ear ly registere d letter sent " FREE", showing a special "REGISTERED"
with ms. " Paid 5" in circular format, a very rare usage of the 5c reg ist ration fee being
shown on a cover. The town of origin is unknown.

Figure 2. Adjutant General's Office handstamped f ree franked enve lope wit h registrat ion
fee of 20c paid by stamps.

stamps. The cove r bears Baltimore registered postmarks, but the registration fee was paid
in cas h. The actual postage on this letter was 26¢.

On June I , 1867 the reg istra tion fee was payable in stamps. So the following
illustration in the book, Figure 130,3 demonstrates two 10¢ 1861 stamps and a 3¢ stamp
paying 23¢ postage and registration. Figure 2 shows a franked envelope from the Adjutant
General' s Office which bears two 1O¢ stamps paying the registrati on fee. There is a spec ial
postmark "WASHINGTON D.C. REGISTERED DEC 13." We have not seen a free
franke d cover that was also registered during the earlier 1863- 1867 period when no stamps
were required for registration fees. Again there is no reason why such a cover should not
exis t. These ea rly covers showing payment with stamps in the late I860s and later are
quit e rare.

' Ibid.
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Figure 3. Adjutant General's Office free franked envelope with registration fee of 15C
paid by stamp.

- <

Figure 4. Cover addressed to "Hon Wm H. Seward Secr of State Washington" to whom
it was sent free under the franking privilege. However, the registration had to be paid
with a 15¢ stamp, postmarked black "NEW-YORK. REGISTERED".
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Figure 5, Internal Revenue Department free franked envelope bearing 15¢ 1869 stamp
paying the regist ration fee, " GRAFTON W. VA. MAR 14" postmark.
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Figure 6. War Department free franked envelope with 15¢ orange tied "WASH'N D.C.
REGISTERED 27 JUN" to pay the registration fee in the early 1870s.

Effective January I , 1869 the registra tion fee was reduced to 15¢. Figure 3 shows a
franked cover from the Adjutant General's Office with a 15¢ stamp postmarked "WASH
"N D.C. REGISTERED MAY I". Figure 4 illustrates a cover sent free to the Secret ary of
State, but the registration fee was paid wit h a 15¢ stamp postmarked "NEW-YORK
REGISTERED FEB 26" with manuscript numbering for New York "7665" and
Washington " 1326." The only example known to the writers of the 1869 series of stamps
on a free franked cover is a United States Internal Revenue imprinted cornercard envelope
with the 15¢ stamp tied "GRAFTON W.VA. MAR 14" with the manuscript free frank of a
tax collector, sent to Mouth of Seneca , W.Va. (Figure 5).
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The 15¢ fee continued into the Bank Note period, and Fig ure 6 shows a franked
cover from the War Department bearing the 15¢ orange no gr ill tied "WASH 'N D.C.
REGISTERED 27 JUN."

Registration has been free on official Post Office Department mail since 1872.4 In the
Milgram co llection is a registered package front (pa tent applied for) wit h corne rcard
"STAMP & ENV ELOPE AGENCY. OFFICE SUPPLIES By ord er of the Postm aster
General E.W. BARB ER Third Ass' t P.M. General." Th is co ver bears a sma ll riml ess
"NEW YORK REGISTERED OCT II " with ms. number. An additional large cornercard
ca ut io ns tha t " Pos tmas ters and Route Ag ents HANDLING THIS Pack age , ARE
REQUIR ED TO KEEP A COMPLETE RECORD OF THE NUMBER, ADDRE SS,
DATE OF ITS RECEIPT, TO WHOM DELIVERED, DATE OF SUCH DELIVERY, &c.
RECEIPTS FOR THE SAME MUST BE TAKEN WHEN PRACTICABLE. THIS WILL
PROVIDE A BOOK SPECIALLY FOR THIS PURPOSE. RESPECT FULLY E. W.Barber
THIRD ASSISTANT P.M. GENERAL." This very interesting item can be dated by the
style of its New York postmark as 1871-1872. Thi s item is a registered pa ckage enve lope
which is a special envelope used to transport regis tered letters between post offices. The
regular registered package envelopes are all printed in orange with different variations and
printin gs and were in continuous use from 1867 until after the turn of the century and
much later. However, this very early Post Office Department franked package envelope is
in manila.

Official Stamp Period, 1873 to 1884
On July I, 1873 the free franking privilege was abolished.' The Postmaster General

was directed" to prepare a special series of postage stamps for the exec utive branch of
government. Each of the executive departments and the Presidential office were issued a
separate set of stamps in a different color. Immediately Congress proceeded to chip away
at the 1873 law. The first change came in 1875 when Congress voted limited frankin g to
itself for sending portions of the Congressional Record (speeches by the congressmen).'
Thi s law also allowed for the free tran smission of seeds fro m the Co mmissioner of
Agricultu re. A huge portion of the Agriculture budget was for postage and especially for
seeds provided free to the publi c. In 1877 the pro vision of penal ty clause mail from
Washington, D.C. was established" and in 1879 the penalty clause provision was extended
to the entire country," resulting in decreasing use of official stamps.

For four of the nine sets of official stamps, no registry cove rs have been recorded.
These are the Executive Office, Department of State , Department of Ju stic e and the
Department of Agriculture. There is one partial cover from the Depa rtment of the Interior
with Justice stamps that was in the Markovits collection. The use of Justice stamps on this
part cover cannot be explained without the rest of the cove r.

The earliest officia l stamp registry cover, an ex-Knapp Treasury Department cover, is
shown in Figure 7. Th is small envelope shows the only recorded example of the 8¢
registry fee being paid with a IO¢ and a I¢ Treasury Department stamps. The cover was
mailed by an Assis tant Assesso r from Tennessee on June 1874 to Jamestown, Tennessee.

'Act of June 8, 1872, 17 Stat. 307 (Postage Rates / 789-/ 930, p. 43) .
5Act of January 3 1, 1873, 17 Stat. 421 and Act of March 3, 1873, 17 Stat. 559 (Postage Rates

/ 789-/930, p. 43).
6Act of March 3, 1873, 17 Stat. 542 (Postage Rates / 789-/ 930, p. 44).
'Act of March 3, 1875, 18 Stat. 343 (Postage Rates / 789-/930, p. 44).
'Act of March 3, 1877, 19 Stat. 335 and 336 (Postage Rates / 789-/ 930, p. 44).
"Act of March 3, 1879, 20 Stat. 356, 361, and 362 (Postage Rates / 789-/ 930, p. 45).
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Figure 7. United States Internal Revenue cornercard with Treasury Department official
stamps, 10¢ and 1¢, paying domestic postage of 3¢ plus 8¢ registration, courtesy of
Lester C. Lanphear III.

The Treasury Departme nt was a big user of the registry mail system during the
officia l stamp period. From the Robert L. Markovits collec tion we illustrate Figure 8, a
Treasury Departmen t enve lope from a tax collector who would not have been authori zed
the franking privilege even if franki ng had not been eliminated. Mr. Sedgwick applied a
12¢ and a I¢ Trea sury Department stamp to pay the postage, 3¢, and registration fee, IO¢.
Th ere is a "SAN FRANCISCO CAL. REGISTERED DEC 2" postmark , which indicates
an early 1875 or 1876 usage from other know n dates of the postma rk (there was a return
receipt glued to the back of the envelope too) . Another cover in the sale bore a 6¢ and a
IO¢ Treasury s ta m p fo r doubl e po stage and reg is tra t ion with "WAS H "N D .C.
REG ISTERED MAY 23."

Another cover showing offic ial stamps is a Treasury Department enve lope that was
sent registered to Berlin , Prussia." The registration fee was overpa id by a 12¢ Treas ury
stamp. As of Apr il I, 1879, official stamps were not valid for international postage for
countries wi thi n the UPU . A lthough many dep artments and the U.S . Government
Des patch Agency at New York ignore d this change in regulations with imp unity, the
Treasury Department immediately began stocking regular issue stamps for its fore ign
mailings." Thus the postage on this cover is paid by a regular postage stamp, a 15¢ ora nge.
There is also a Bre men registered label in red and black to the left of the address. Both
stamps are tied by the same oval registered postmark from Washington, D.C. Registration
to most cou ntries was part of the UPU agreement. The U.S . rate was IO¢.

By spec ial regulation," the Redemption Division of the U.S. Treasury was entitled to
free registry when sending new currency bills in exchange for mutilated currency. Severa l
examples survive fro m the correspondence of Warren R. Taylor, a money-c hanger. (This

" Alan C. Campbell , " Us ages of Offi cia l Stamps in Wa sh ington , D.C. , 1877 - 1884,"
Chronicle, Vol 5 1, No.4 (Whole No. 184)(November 1999), pp. 281.

" Alfred E. Staubus, "Stamps for Use on Offic ial Correspondence to Fore ign Destination
Under GPU and UPU Treaties," Chronicle, Vol 42, No.3 (Whole No. 147)(August 1990), pp. 188.

12 Act of June 8, 1872, 17 Stat. 306 and 307 (Postage Rates 1789-1930), p. 42.
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Figure 8. United States Internal Revenue cornercard w ith Treasury Department official
stamps.Izc and 1C, paying domestic po stage of 3C p lus 10C registration.

exception is similar to that of the Post Office Stamp Agenc y in New York which will be
discussed subsequently.) Among the covers used to return currency is a specially printed
envelope in red and black. This cover is the only known bi-colored envelope printed for
official use.

The War Department saw little use of the registry mai l sys tem during the official
stamp period. Figure 9 shows a small envelope from "FORT SILL IND. TERR. MAR I I
1881" tying 3¢ and 10¢ War Department stamps. The double number indica tes the number
of the registered letter and the other number is the registered package number, the orange
envelope in which the registered letters were placed for transmittal between post offices . A
very similar usage is a 3¢ War Department entire with a 1O¢ stamp tied together by an oval
registration postmark from Washington , D.C. The cover has a cornercard "Headquarters
Army of the United States Officia l Business." There is also a three line magenta postmark
"REGISTERED/SEP 14 188 1/ WASHINGTON, D.C ." Another War Department co ver
from the Adj utant Genera l's Office has 6¢ and 10¢ stamps canceled with kill ers and a
large oval "WASHINGTON, D.C. REGISTERED AUG II 1876."

There is one recorded registered Navy Department cove r during the official stamp
period, a 6¢ Navy stamp and a 1O¢ Bank Note stamp payin g the double rate and the
registry fee, respect ively. This legal size cover is from Port Royal, South Carolina and has
a manuscript "Official Business" instead of a printed corn ercard.

Th e Department of the Interior had more registr y mai l during the official stamp
period than any other dep artment. Se veral of these are penalty enve lo pes show ing
registra tion usages. Anothe r Markovits sale cover " bore a 12¢ and a 24¢ Interior stamp
tied by a "LARNED KAN MAY 20" postmark and magenta straight line "REGISTERE D
NO. .. ." The stamps paid the postage of 24¢ and registration 10¢, 2¢ overpayment. The
sender may not have had a 10¢ stamp available. In this exampl e the penalty clau se did not
pay postage, since by a ruling of the Attorney Gen eral in 1882, field officers of the
Government were not entitled to use penalty franks fo r tran sm itting mail to pri vate
ci tizens ." But the cover in Figure 10 shows only a 10¢ Int er ior sta mp with vario us
Washington, D.C. registered postmark s and a handstamped blu e number. Th e penalt y

"Campbell, "Usages of Official Stamps in Washington, D.C., 1877-1884," Figure 3, pp. 28 1.
"Warren S. Howard , "A Land Office Story," Chronicle, Vol. 48, No. 4 (Whole No 172)

(November 1996), p. 249.
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Figure 9. War Department 3C and 10C stamps paying domestic postage plus registration.
from Fort Sill, Indian Territory in 1881, courtesy of Lester C. Lanphear III.

Figure 10. Department of the Interior penalty envelope paying postage and 10C Dept. of
Interior stamp paying registration, two different types of registration postmarks.

e nvelope paid the postage and the regi strat ion fee was pa id separately by the stamp
because the letter was mailed in Washington, D.C.

Covers with the Post Office Department official stamps show ing regi stra tion are
quite rare . Registered penalty envelopes are not as rare as cove rs with offic ial stamps . The
regis try fee was waived for Post Office offic ial business . Figure I I shows an example with
two 2¢ s tam ps o n a loc al del ivery letter (do ub le ra te) th at also bea rs a b oxed
"REGISTE RED SE P 18 1877 BRANCH C NEW YORK" postm ark and a manuscript
number; the registry fee was waived. Figure 12 shows a penalty envelope returning a dead
letter wh ich bear s a magenta "REGIST ERED MAY 6 1881 WASHINGTON, D.C ."
marking and a blue hand stamp ed number. It also bears an "UNCLAIMED" from Eureka ,
2 18 Chronicle 207 / August 2005 / Vol. 57, No.3
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Figure 11. Post Office Department envelope paying double drop rate with two 2¢ stamps
but the registry was free.

Pod .O/flee Deparimeni, C{}
!!Ike'oj Third Ass'i Postmaster General.

. Division of Dead Letters.
Official Business.

J l" lltJilV 0/.~300 iI ffxed bvjlal#, fo' IIo6In, ··'.1AI
IfltI'oW , / "" F~ ,""" 0,fJlcia1 Brui1Iaf .
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/-,
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Figure 12. Dead Letter Office return envelope showing free registry fee, also unclaimed
and returned.

Nevad a and was returned to the Dead Letter Offi ce with the ir "JU N 28 -8 1" dat ed
triangul ar backstamp. So it was uncl aimed by the addressee and later uncl aimed by the
se nde r, a very inte res ting co mbina tio n. From th e markings it appe ars to ha ve been
registered on all trips. .

Soon after the .official stamps were placed in use it was disco vered that the Post
Office Department was require d to pay postage to ship supplies to its post offices. A
provision was qu ickly es tablis hed that ena bled shi pme nt of po stal supplies witho ut
pos tage. Figure 13 shows one of these envelopes which was sent through the regist ry
sys te m. Th is bears .s l ightly d iffe ren t text and a blue o val ," N EW YO R K, N.Y.
REGISTERED APR 10 1876" postm ark with ms. number. Th e string that was tied around
this cove r is still intact and can be seen in the first illu stration . Figure 14 shows a detail of
the spec ial Post Office Departm ent sea l that has to be torn in order to open the back of the
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Figure 13. Face of P.D.D. Stamp and Envelope Agency registered package envelope
showing New York registered postmark and number.

•>

Figure 14. Reverse of the Figure 13 envelope showing cloth ties and official seal used at
New York.
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envelope .
There is one example, Figure 15, where the Post Office Department paid the registry

fee with offic ial stamps . This envelope is from the Third Ass istant Postmaster General and
contained special printing stamps for a co llector. These mail ings were sent registered free
if the co llec tor did not include payment for the registry fee . Thi s cover shows the co llec tor
had included payment for both the registry fee and postage . Th e 10¢ Post Office stamp
paid the reg istry fee and the two 3¢ stamps paid the postage. It sho uld be noted that
multiple value Post Office covers are rare.

• • ; •• j , :: : • ~ :. I I

POST OFFICE DEPAR TM ENT,

OFfICE OF mE JUlCD ~1SI'A.\1 P. II. GEIEltti.
OP PICLu. B17SINJilSS.

\

,__.~1[, l\, . $~',
/ "r .

/. '):~ ~ at O . ~. J~

~~,o-l4_ ,

Figure 15. Post Office Department, two 3C and 10C stamps paying the double rate
postage of 6C plus the 10C registry fee, courtesy of Lester C. Lanphear III.

Penalty Clause Onl y Period, 1884 to 1900
Official stamps were discontinued on July 5, 1884. '5 But the use of penalty clause

envelopes, first initiated in 1877 , has continued to the present day. As during the official
stamp period, not all the Departments used the registry service betw een 1884 and 1900.
The Exec utive Office, Department of State and the Department of Agri culture have no
recorded regis tered penalty clause envelopes. The registration postage was paid in stamps
for pen alt y clause enve lopes . In 1891 the frankin g for any letter from a member of
Congress was restored;" today, most frank s are printed . But the penalty envelope sys tem
continued up to present times for use by members of the federal government on official
business mail.

When the penalty privilege was expanded in 1884 the shipment of regi stered mail by
the Exec utive Office, Exec utive Departments or Publ ic Printer was established without the
payment of any registry fee." Th is provi sion was clarified in 1887 to apply only to office rs
at the seat of Govern ment in Washington, D.C., except for the Post Office Department ,
whose officers outside of Washington, D.C. did not have to pay the fee when official mail
was reg istered. The earl iest example of thi s provision is a Navy Department cover in

"Act of July 5, 1884, 23 Stat. 158 (Postage Rates 1789-1930), p. 46 .
"Act of March 3, 189 1, 26 Stat. 1081 (Postage Rates 1789-1930), p. 46.
17Act of July 5, 1884, 23 Stat. 158 (Postage Rates 1789-1930), p. 46.
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ment of Po stage on prlvute nnu ter o f

an)" kind, will be su bject to It ti m '

of T hree H un d re d Dolla rs ,

Figure 16. Department of Justice cover from the U.S. Marshal's office, registry fee paid
by 10C Bank Note and the postage paid by the penalty clause, courtesy of Lester C.
Lanphear III.

Department of tk Interior,.
• t1JnUl)B1'4m1~ Ol'l'Icr.

t ..~ i. , l '~ J i" .'"-_ _ _-.-_._ ..__._- .
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Figure 17. Department of the Interior penalty envelope from Watertown, Dakota
Territory used with 10C Bank Note for registration fee . The cover was returned to writer
when it was unclaimed.
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. OFFICIAL BUSINESS.

Figure 18. International Registration of Post Office Department penalty envelope (note
"Avis de reception en retour" [return receipt requested]) with two different New York
1896 registration postmarks and a New York CITY red label, without supplemental
charges, because Post Office Department mail had free registration.

February 1886,18from the collection of Lester C. Lanphear III .
There is one recorded Department of Justice registered penalt y cla use cover, Figure

16. It was mailed in 1888 by the U.S . Marshal in Graham, Texas. Th e registry fee is paid
with a 10¢ Bank Note stamp and the postage was paid by the penalty clause .

As in the offic ial stamp period, the Departm ent of the Interior was the biggest use r of
the registered mail service durin g the penalty clause peri od. The cover in Figure 17 was
postmarked "WATERTOWN DAK. REGISTERED SEP 28 1887" in purple with a 1O¢
brown stamp, a usage from the U.S . Land Office in Dakota Territory. It was sent to an
addressee in ano the r Dakota Territory town , Langford, but was " UNCLAIM ED" (in
black), so was returned with two purple pointing hands "RETU RNED TO WRITER" to
the Watertown U.S. Land Office.

Thu s, it remained the postal law that registration was to be pai d in stamps in addition
to the post age on mos t official mail. Ano ther usage is exem plified by a Treasu ry
Department! MINT OF TH E U.S. AT PHILA. PA. pena lty imprint with four 2¢ stamps
postmarked "PHILADE LPHIN R D/ PA" and "PHILA DE LPHIA, PA. /REGISTERED"
in 190 I. Between January I, 1893 and October 3 1, 1909 the registration rate drop ped to
8¢, and there was a minimal indemnity for lost letters starting in 1898.

Post Office reg istered penalty envelopes are no t as rare as covers with official
stamps. The registry fee was waived for offic ial Post Office business. For ove rseas mail the
regi st ry fee was waived if th e cover was addressed to Post O ffi c ial officials . A n
intern at ion al usage (Figure 18) is show n by a pe na lty enve lope fro m the Post Office
Department at New York. The penalty inscription is actua lly canceled with a do uble ova l
"REG" of New York, and a separate "NEW YORK N.Y. REG ' Y DIY 9 - I 1896" cancel
shows registration. There is a red New York Ci ty registration label with destinatio n at the
post office in Karlsruhe, Germany.

"Warren S. Howard, "The Classic Penalty Franks," Chronicle, Vol. 50 , No.3 (Whole No
179)(August 1998), Figure 10c, p. 217.
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Another cover from the Dead Letter Office at Washington is a large legal envelope
with penal ty imprin t to the postmaster at Madison , Iowa. Th is cover bear s a pur ple
postmark, a double circ le "REGISTERED WASHINGTON D.C. MAY 14 1892" . Also,
there is a printed two line "Letter [Y] (in ms.) No. [76] (in ms) Vol. [46] (this handstamped
in purple), Reg . No. [12868] (handsta mped in blue ink)". This printed cornercard gives the
number of the dead letter whic h was being return ed or discussed . Aga in, both postage and
regis tra tion were free to the department.

Return receipt s were part of the regis try fee . Later in the Twenti eth Century special
fees for different types of del ivery and rece ipts were instituted.
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
RICHARD F. WINTER, Editor
THE STEAMER SIR JOHN HARVEY
©2005 David D'Alessandris

The steamer Sir John Harv ey operated as a packet between Boston, Massachusetts
and Halifax , Nova Scotia, from July 1852 through February 1853. The United States and
NO\;,a Sco tia negotiated a postal agreement that was scheduled to take effect December I,
1852, by which ma il was to be exc hanged by the Sir John Harvey. Altho ugh Nova Scotia
delivered mail to the United States purs uant to the proposed postal agreement, the United
States did not send any mail to Nova Scotia purs uant to that agreeme nt . Ad ditionally, the
Uni ted States does not ap pear to have recognized the agreement. Only three sailings
occurre d pursuant to the proposed agreement, whic h was the on ly mai l service at the treaty
rate between the United States and the Province of Nova Scotia prior to the Ca nadian
Co nfederation in 1867 . The letters carried from Nova Scotia to the United State s by the Sir
John Harvey during this period were marked with the Nova Scotia scroll marking, the only
Nova Scoti a exchange office marking used for cross border mai l. Onl y four covers with
this markin g are reported.

The Sir John Harvey
Th e stea mer Sir John Harvey was most likely laun ched in ea rly Jul y 1852. Th e Jul y

10, 1852 issue of the Boston Da ily A tlas co nta ined a news ite m head lin ed "The New
Steamer Sir John Harvey, of Boston ." According to the article:

This vessel is designed to run as a regular packet between this port and Halifax, N.S.
and has goo d accommodations for 200 passengers, and stowage capacity for 1700
barrels.
As already stated, she is intended to run as a packet betwee n this port and Halifax, and
is owned by Messrs. Clark, Jones & Co., of this city, gent lemen who have been long
engaged in the trade, and who have made this bold movement to meet its increase. We
wish them and their beautiful packet all the success they wish themselves.'

FOR HALIFA.x.. NOV A. SCOTIA,

Am:
-T he Dew and llplendid Bt.aDlsbl,l) 8lR JOHN

HARVEY built expressly for this Line, and fur­
nlshed In e\ee,ant 8tylo for tbe aeeommodatlon of
pasMnlel'll wlllieavo the endufLona WtUUf,D08­

lou, lur Ulillla),\. every 8ATURD \,Y at P.M•• and leave Halifax
overy T{JE~DA ... Ilt I PM. for ISo ton.

tlblppe18 MO particularly requested to send Dills of LadlDI wtth
metr loods in all cases, and no frellbl tasen after 3 o'clock on the
day of loavlnl . For funher tntormauoa, hppl,__to CLAllK,
JUN E8 & CO. Fort IIl1l wharf, Bo.loni and B. WIEk.& CU.
lJallflU; or to tbo CalJtaln on board.

jy30 Cabin l\8Jl8nae. SlOi secend Cabin do, $5.

Figure 1. Clark Jones & Co. ad for service to Halifax, Boston Daily Atlas, December 11, 1852
2

The Sir John Harvey first departed Boston for Halifax on Saturday, Jul y 17, 1852.
Beginning at the end of Jul y 1852, Clark , Jones & Co . placed ads stating that the Sir John
Harvey would leave the end of Long Wharf, Boston for Halifax every Saturday at 5:00
p.m ., and wo uld dep ar t Hali fax on Tuesdays at 5 :00 p.m ." T he se ads co nti nued into
December 1852, although the departure tim es for Boston and Halifax were changed to
3:00 p.m.' (Figure I) Table I contains the complete sailing information for the Sir John
Harvey operating between Boston and Halifax.

'Boston Daily Atlas, July 10, 1852, p. 2.
'tu«, July 19, 1852, p. 2 ("Sir John Harvey (new, of Boston, 620 tons)") .
'tu«.July 30,1852, p. 3.
'tu«, December 11, 1852, p. 3.
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TABLE 1 - Sir John Harvey Sailing Dates

Depart Boston Arrive Hali fax Depart Halifa x Arrive Boston

N C t tS Ton - on rae at mas

July 17, 1852 Jul y 20, 1852 July 20, 1852 July 22, 1852.

July 24, 1852 Jul y 26, 1852 July 27, 1852 July 29, 1852

July 31, 1852 August 2, 1852 August 3, 1852 August 5, 1852

August 7, 1852 August 9, 1852 August 10, 1852 August 12, 1852

August 14, 1852 August 16, 1852 August 18, 1852 August 19, 1852

Augu st 21, 1852 August 23, 1852 Augu st 24, 1852 Augu st 26, 1852

August 28, 1852 August 31, 1852 September I, 1852 September 3, 1852

Septemb er I I, 1852 September 13, 1852 September 14, 1852 September 16, 1852

September 18, 1852 September 20, 1852 September 2 1, 1852 September 24, 1852

September 25, 1852 September 27, 1852 September 28, 1852 September 30, 1852

October 2, 1852 October 4, 1852 October 6, 1852 October 8, 1852

October 9, 1852 developed a leak and returned to Boston on October 10, 1852

October 16, 1852 October 18, 1852 October 19, 1852 October 2 1, 1852

October 23, 1852 Octob er 26, 1852 October 26, 1852 October 27, 1852

October 30, 1852 November 3, 1852 November 4, 1852 Nove mber 6, 1852

November 8, 1852 November 10, 1852 November II , 1852 Nove mber 14, 1852

November 18, 1852 Novemb er 21, 1852 November 22, 1852 November 26, 1852

Contract Sailings

January 22, 1853 January 26, 1853 January 29, 1853 February 1, 1853

February 5, 1853 Febr uary 9, 1853 February 9, 1853 February I I, 1853

February 12, 1853 February 15, 1853 February 15, 1853 February 18, 1853
Source: Vanous Issues of the Boston Daily Atlas and the Halifax Novascotian,

The Sir John Harvey maintained its schedule of Saturday departures from Boston,
with return departures usuall y occurring on Tuesdays, until mid-November 1852. On
Sunday, November 14, 1852, "[tjhe Sir John Harvey went ashore . . . at 2 o'clock about I
mile North of the Highland Light, Cape Cod , and remained until II ? am. when she got off
without damage. " Despite the fact tha t the Sir John Harvey continued to advertise
Saturday departures unt il December II , 1852, a review of the Marine Journal for the
Boston Daily Atlas, the Boston Post and the Halifax Novascotian did not reveal any
departures for the remainder of 1852 after arriving in Boston on November 26, 1852.

5 •
lbid., November IS , 1852, p. 2.
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Although the papers reported that the Sir John Harvey was not damaged when it
went aground on No vember 14, 1852, it appears that she ma y have been d amaged. A
January 22, 1853 adverti sement stated that, " [t]he steamship SIR JOHN HARVEY has had
a large propeller put on, and will resume her weekly trip s between Boston and Halifax,
leaving' the end Long wharf, on SATURDAY, 22d inst, at 3 o'clock, P.M.,,6

Althou gh Clark, Jones & Co. adverti sed that the Sir John Ha rvey would depart for
Halifax on Saturday, February 19, 1853, thi s sailing did not take plac e.

7
In stead, on

Monday, February 2 1, 1853, Clark, Jones & Co. announced that the Sir John Harvey was
taking freight for an immediate departure for Sidney, Au stralia.

8
(Figure 2)

FOR _,-UST R A L IA.• .

JlfR
1'4ow loal111l11"UK r:UUI'C ti\', at the end of L01l-'

wharf. the new and .pleild1dPuket Steamship SIR
JOB N HARVE Y, hav lnl moet of ber C8J'10 en­
Isud. will have Immediate despatch a. ab ove, ball

IUp rior aecommodattoaa for poaBeDlen. and will take a llmhed
.number. For Creir;ht or palSSle apply to . .

CLA.RK, J ON EB & 00".
feb2J If Fort OJ)) Wharf.

Figure 2. Clark Jones & Co. ad for service to Australia, Boston Daily Atlas, February 21,1853

Despite the promise of "immediate despatch" the Sir John Harvey did not clear
Boston for Sidney until Thursday, March 17, 1853.

9
As was the case when the Sir John

Harvey stopped opera ting at the end of the previou s No vember, Cl ark, Jones & Co.
continued to advertise for sailings that would not occur. In fact , the last ad for the Sir John
Ha rvey promising passage to Sidney ran on March 24, 1853-one wee k after the steame r
departed." After travelin g to Sidney, the Sir John Harvey was sold to British owners in
1854, and was used to transport tro op s during the Crimean War. After the war, she
operated between Melbourne and Sidn ey. II

The Proposed Postal Arrangement Between the United States and Nova Scotia
Pursuant to the postal arrangement bet ween the United States and No va Scoti a,

effec tive Jul y 6, 1851 , mail was exchanged at 6d or 1O¢, paid or unpaid, with part ial
paym ent not recogni zed. " Mo st of the mail s were sent overland and we re exchanged
bet ween Robbinston , Maine and St. Andre ws , Ne w Brunswi ck, Th ere were additiona l
exchange offices at Houlton, Maine which exchanged wi th Woodstock, New Brunswick ;
and at Cal ais, Maine which exchange d with St. Stephen , New Brunswi ck.

13
Although

United States Post Offi ce Department Route Agents, also known as Steamboat Letter
Carri ers, carried mail on steamboa ts regul arly operating bet ween Boston and St. John,
New Brunswick, the route agent s were onl y authorized as far as Eastport, Maine until

14

spring 1853 . Mail could also be sent fro m Boston to Hal ifax via the Cunard Line ;

6

Ibid., January 22, 1853, p. 3.
7 •
Ibid" February 19, 1853, p. 3.
'tu«,February 21, 1853, p. 3.
9 •
Ibid. , March 18, 1853, p. 3.
"tu«.March 24, 1853, p. 3.
I I"New SouJhWales Shipwrecks," viewedat <http://oceansl .customer.netspace.net au/nsw-wrecks.html>.
12Report of the Postmaster General, 1851 , Wieren ga reprint (Ho lland, Michi gan : Theron

Wiem e,.ga, 1976), p. 437.
. I Postal Laws and Regulations of the United States of America, 1852, Wierenga rep rint

(Holland, Michigan: Theron Wierenga, 1980), p. 80. .
14For a detailed description of this mail service, see David D' Alessandris, "Bos ton to S1. John

Steamboat Mail," Chronicle No. 20 1 (February 2004) , pp. 8-20; No. 202 (May 2004), pp. 109-]] 6;
and No. 203 (August 2004), pp. 167-186.
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however, such mail was not covered by postal treaty and was subject to higher rates .
Moreover, only Cunard sailings from Boston stopped at Halifax. As a result , the service
was only available on a bi-we ekly basis." In an effort to pro vid e bett er mail service
between Halifax and the United Sta tes, the United States Post Office proposed to the Nova
Scotia Post Office tha t the cou ntries contract wi th owners of the Sir John Harvey to
prov ide mai l service.

T he United States Congress granted authority to es tablish a mail route between
Boston and Halifax in the Post Office Act of Augu st 3 1, 1852, which provided that:

the Postmaster-General be and he is hereby authorized to enter into a contract for the
transportation of the United States mail on board of the steam-vessels which at present
ply regularly betw een Boston , in the State of Massachu setts, and Halifax, in Nova
Scotia, upon such terms as may appea r to him reasonable . . .. '0

By lett er da ted October 9, 1852, Samuel Dickinson Hubbard, Postmaster Genera l
(PMG) of the United States, proposed to Arth ur Woodgate, Postmaster Genera l of Nova
Scotia, that the postal arrangement between the countries be mod ified to provide service
between Boston and Halifax by the Sir John Harvey. ' By letter dated October 26, 1852,
PMG Woodgate wrote to the Provincial Secre tary and Clerk of Counci l, Joseph Howe, to
inform him of the proposed mail service, and to reco mmend adop tion of the proposal." On
October 30, 1852, PMG Woodgate wrote PMG Hubbard to inform him that the Lieutenant
Governor of Nova Scotia had appro ved of the modification and to set forth proposed terms

19

for the agreement.
Nova Sco tia formally ado pted the agree ment which was to take effect on Decem ber

I, 1852; however, it appears tha t the United States never adopted the agreement. The
complete text of the prop osed agreeme nt, as reported in Nova Scotia , is reprinted at
Appendix A. Th e key terms were that mai l carried by the Sir John Harvey would be
carried at the existi ng treaty rate , paid or unpaid with partial payment not recognized. Mail
from the United States wou ld be stamped "U. States" and mails from Nova Scotia would
be marked "Nova Scotia ." The expense of transporting the mails would be paid by the
United States pur suant to the Act of August 3 1, 1852, and by Nova Scotia by such contract
as its Post Office would enter into with the owners of the steamboat line. Additionally, the
agreement provided for transmission of mails from Nova Scotia via the United States to

20

Havana, Chagres and Panama.
On December 3, 1852, the Nova Scotia Post Office issued Circ ular No 15, which

noti fied the public of the new service and stated that letters to be carried by the stea m
packet should be endo rsed "Sir John Harvey." The notice also provi ded that the rate to the
United States was 6d per half-ounce, and listed a 9d rate to Havana, and a 1/3d rate to

21

Chagres and Panama.
By letter dat ed Fe brua ry 8, 1853, PM G Woodgate wro te to PMG Hubbard to

co mp lai n about the United States' failure to comply with the postal agreement. PMG
Woodga te wro te that:

" Susan M. Mc Donald , "Cunard Packet Mail Between Nova Sco tia and the United States,"
Postal History Journal No. 29 (September 1971), p. 2.

lOAn Act to establi sh certain post-roads, and for other Purposes, Aug. 3 1, 1852, Statutes At
Large, Vol. X, p. 189.

I7 post Office Lett ers January 1850 - November 1853, Nova Scot ia Archives and Record s
Mana&~m~nt, RG24 Vol. 76, letter inserted between pages 348 and 349.

Ibid., pp. 346-47.
"tu«. letter inserted between pages 348 and 349.
20Nova Scot ia Archives and Records Management , RG24 Vol. 16 Document 1643.
21

Nicholas Argen ti, The Postage Stamps oj New Brunswick and Nova Scotia , (Lawrence,
Mass: Quarterma n, 1976) p. 87.
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the steam packe t Sir John Harvey has twice arrived at this Port from Boston bringing a
bag of loo se letter s but by neither trip has a mail been made up at that office in
acco rdance with the terms of the agreement no Post Bill s has accompanied the mail the
letters have not been taxed nor stamped United States as determined upon.
I may add that by the last trip of this steamer from Halifa x a mail was made up and
forwar ded in accordance with the above articles of agreement.
I lose no time in calling your attention to this matter in the hope that the necessary
directions may be issued to the Post Master of Boston as ear ly as co nvenient . 22

The February 8, 1853, date on this letter is curious, as the second trip of the Sir John
Harvey pursuant to the proposed co ntract did not arrive in Halifax until February 9.
Presumably, the letter was incorrectly dated and was actually sent on Febru ary 9, or the Sir
John Harvey arrived in Halifax on Febru ary 8, and the arrival date publi shed in the Halifax
Novascotian, and reproduced in Table I , is incorrect.

PMG Woodgate again wrote to PMG Hubba rd regardin g the United States ' failure to
comply with the terms of the postal arrangement on February 14, 1853. Th is letter may
have been carried to the United States by the last sailing of the Sir John Harvey which
departed Halifax the following day. In the letter, PMG Woodgate wrote that:

Mr. Wier one of the Propri etors of the Stea m Packet Sir John Harvey - has
placed into my hands Copy of a letter which you had addressed to Messrs Clark &
Jones of Boston relative to the arrangement not having bee n carried out as expresse d in
the article s of agreement dated Ii h

of November 1852 -- by which I regret to learn that
it is owing to Newfo und Land, and Prince Edward Island having been struck out by me
before signing the agree ment. My Letter dated 2"d of Dec. last, yours of 6

1h
of that

month crossed on the way and I concluded after you had received my Letter in which I
particularly specified that I had no jurisdiction over those Provinces that so far as the
United States and Nova Scotia were concerned the agreement would have remained as
altered by me.

It is true that the Post Office Department in Newfound Land and Prince Edward
Island have been transferred from Imperial to Colonial Control but still I have no more
jurisdiction over the Posts of these Provinces than I have over those of England or the
United States.
Permi t me her e to expla in that there is a Pack et Post age bet ween Hal ifax and
New found Land which Postage must be sec ured to Grea t Brit ain the mails bein g
carried to and fro m that Island by British Contract Packet s, and ove r which thi s
Province can exerc ise no control whatever - To carry out the proposed arrangement it
will therefore be necessary for you to enter into a correspondence with the Postmasters
Genera l of Newfo und Land and Prince Edwa rd Island as I repeat I have no Cont rol
over the Postal arrangements of these Colonies.

Until I hear from you again I shall continue to despatch a mail to Boston by each
trip of the "Sir John Harvey" and I trust that you will under the forgoing explanation ­
instru ct the Postm aster of Boston to make up mail s for No va Sco tia as origina lly
intended for despatch by the conveyance."
Based upon PMG Woodgate's February 14

th

letter, it appears that the United States
never co ntracted with the owners of the Sir John Harvey , and never recognized the
proposed postal arrangement. Pursuant to the commo n law "mirror image rule " PMG
Woodgate's deletion of mail service to Newfoundl and and Prince Edw ard Island from the
proposed agreement would constitute a counter-offe r which PMG Hubb ard could eith er
accept or reject. Unfortunat ely, none of the correspond ence from PMG Hubbard to PMG
Wood gat e is cont ained in PMG Hubbard ' s letter bo ok in the United States National

22post Office Letters January 1850 - Nove mber 1853, Nova Sco tia Arc hives and Records
Mana&~men t , RG24 Vol. 76, p. 405 .

' Ibid., pp. 407-08.
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AND

If,'

., a «

I J.

us

Having been taken off the L ine betwee~ this P or t
and Boston, and as the late Proprietors do not con ­
template putting on another Steamer, th e ar range ­
m ent e nter ed into with th e P ostmaster Gene ra l of .
the U nited State s and refer red to in my Circular
No. 15, dated 3"d D ece mber, 1852, is for the present
suspended,

L E T T E HS , &c. will therefore he forwarded (as
formerty) by the L and J.l l ail , unl ess specially ad­
dressed ]Jcr .lloyal j.JI ail S te amer, in which case
they IIIlist be prepaid.

,

A. ' VOODGAT E ,
P. 11/. G ent .

G eneral P ost Officc,
Halifatc , 1st 11/ a)"ch, 185:1.

Figure 3. Nova Scotia Post Office Circular No.3, March 1, 1853 (courtesy of Nova Scotia
Archives and Record Management)
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24
Archives. Additionally PMG Hubbard does not appear to have issued an order
establishing a postal route between Boston and Halifax

25
In fact , all of the available

evidence indicates that the agreement was never adopted by the United States. Morever, in
February 1853, PMG Hubbard was a lame duck following the election of President
Franklin Pierce in November 1852. PMG Hubbard's last day as Postmaster General was
March 7, 1853 - about two weeks after PMG Woodgate's letter would have arrived in
Washington. Thus , the "contract sailings" were only contract sailings from the perspective
of Nova Scotia and not from the perspective of the United States.

On February 26, 1853, PMG Woodgate wrote to Mr. Wier of Halifax, one of the
proprietors of the Sir John Harvey, to inquire "whether it is contemplated to place another
Boat on the line between Halifax & Boston.,,26The PMG apparently received a negative
response, as on March I, 1853, he issued Circular No.3, which notified the public that the
Sir John Harv ey "Having been taken off the Line between this Port and Boston , and as the
late Proprietors do not contemplate putting on another steamer, the arrangement entered
into with the Postmaster General of the United State s and referred to in my Circular No.
15, dated 3rd December, 1852, is for the present suspended.t" (Figure 3) PMG Woodgate
notified Provincial Secretary Howe of the suspension of the postal arrangement with the
United States in a letter dated March 14, 1853.

28
Significantly, PMG Woodgate did not

mention PMG Hubbard 's apparent belief that there was no agreement; however, PMG
Woodgate may have simply chosen to ignore the issue and let a sleeping dog lie.

Postal History of the Sir John Harvey
The postal history of the Sir John Harvey predates the proposed postal arrangement

between the United States and Nova Scotia. The Sir John Harv ey carried occasional ship
letters prior to the contract period . At least two ship letters are reported, and both are
addressed to D.S. Kennedy of New York City. The covers are both datelined Halifax. The
first cover is datelined August 10, 1852, and entered the mails in Boston on August 12,
1852 as indicated by the Boston circular date stamp. (Figure 4) The second cover is
datelined September 14, 1852, and entered the mails in Boston on September 16, 1852,
again with a Boston circular date stamp. (Figure 5) As the letters were carried by a
non-contract vessel, they were rated 7¢ due, comprised of the 5¢ rate for an unpaid letter
travelin%less than 3,000 miles plus a 2¢ ship letter fee paid to the captain of the Sir John
Harvey. These covers were identified based upon endorsements for carriage by the Sir
John Harv ey. Presumably, other covers exist, and it is hoped that the sailing data contained
in this article will lead to the identification of other covers carried by the Sir John Harvey.

The sailing information and correspondence referenced above calls into question the
information previously published regarding the Sir John Harvey. 30 Jephcott, Greene and

24Records of the Immediate Office of the Postmaster General , National Archives and Records
Administration , RG 28, Entry 2, Letters Sent, Vol. 72.

" Records of the Immediate Office of the Postmaster General , National Archives and Records
Administration, RG 28, Entry I, Orders, Vol. 29.

26post Office Letter s January 1850 - November 1853, Nova Scotia Archives and Records
Mana&ement, RG24 Vol. 76, p. 410.

•7Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management , RG24 Vol. 13.
28post Office Letters January 1850 - November 1853 , Nova Scotia Archives and Records

Mana&ement, RG24 Vol. 76, p. 412.
9First cover, dated August 10, 1852, in Susan McDonbald ' s "Cross Border Mails United

States and British North America to 1875," U.S. Philatelic Classics Societ y exhibit photocopy , p.
84. Second cover, dated September 14, 1852, ex Frederick Mayer, now in author's collection.

J°C.M. Jephcott , V.G. Greene and John H.M. Young, The Postal History of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, 1754-1867 (Toronto: Sissons Publications Ltd., 1964), p. 254; U. MacDonald, The
Nova Scotia Post, Its Offices, Masters and Marks 1700-1867 (Toronto: The Unitrade Press, 1985),
pp. 183-84; "S.S. Sir John Harvey, " BNA Topics No. 359 (May-June 1977), pp. 11-12.
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Figure 4. August 10,1852letter from Halifax to New York, carriedby the SirJohn Hatvey (from Susan
McDonald "Cross-Border Mails: United States and British North America to 1875"exhibit photocopy)

Figure 5. Letter datelined Halifax September 14, 1852, per Sir John Harvey to Boston.
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Young reported that the service was started on December 3, 1852, but due to the small
amount of revenue received by the service, it was discontinued on March 14, 1853.

31
Total

revenues on the route were stated to be £5/4/9, whic h wou ld eq ua l approximate ly 200
32

letters at 6d per letter.
Based upon the sai ling information above, and PMG Woodgate's corre spondence, it

appears that there were only three round-trips between Boston and Halifax during the
con tract period. Moreover, the correspondence from PMG Woodgate indicates that only
loose lett ers were carried fro m the United State s on the firs t two co ntrac t sa il ings,
de parting Boston on Janu ary 22, 1853, and February 5, 1853.

33
Addi tio na lly, PMG

Woodgate indica ted that Nova Scot ia did not send any mai l by clo sed bag to the United
State s on the first contract sailing whic h departed Halifax on January 29, 1853.

34
Althoug h

it is conceivable that the United State s might have sent a mai l bag via the Sir John Harvey
on the fina l contract sailing which departed Boston on February 12, 1853, this would be
highly unlike ly. PMG Woodgate's February 8, 1853 lette r was like ly carried on the Sir
John Harvey arriving in Boston on February II , 1853. The final contract sailing departed
Bost on for Hali fax on Fe br uary 12, 1853, leaving no ti me fo r th e le tter to reach
Washington and for PMG Hubbard to instruct the Postm aster of Boston . Thu s, unless the
Postmaster of Boston sua sponte decided to comply with the proposed postal arrangement,
despite the fact that the United States had not contracted with the owners of the Sir John
Harvey, no mail was sent from the United States to Nova Scotia pursuant to the pro posed
agreement.

The correspondence from PMG Woodgate to PMG Hubbard makes clear that Nova
Scotia sent mail at the treaty rate on the February 9, 1853, and February 15, 1853, sailings
from Halifax. There are only four covers reported that were carri ed by the Sir John Harvey
during the contract period. Eac h of these co ver s bears the NOVA SCOTIA "scroll"
exc hange office marking required by the proposed postal agreement. As the Sir John
Harvey was the only treaty mail route between the United States and Nova Scotia prior to
Confederation, these are the only cove rs to rece ive the rare "scroll" marking.

There is one cover reported from the trip arriv ing in Boston on.February 11.
35

In fact,
the cover bears a Boston, February II circular date stamp. (Figure 6) Two covers were
carried from Halifax on the trip arriving in Boston on February 18, 1853.

36
(Figures 7 & 8)

A fourt h cover exists with the scroll marking; however, the date of the cover is unknown.
(Figure 9)

The Halifax exchange office would have rated eac h of the know n covers due IO¢,
pursuant to the propo sed postal arrangement. The cover arr iving in Boston on February II ,
1853 has a Boston SHIP marking, similar to the non-contract covers; however, the cover
was not re-rated in Boston as a ship letter (due 7 rather than due 10). The other trea ty
cove rs have a STEAM marking, and do not have a Boston circular date stamp. Jeph cott

31

} ephcott, p. 254.
Ibid.

" Post Office Letters January 1850 - November 1853, Nova Scoti a Arc hives and Records
ManaSfment, RG24 Vol. 76, p. 405 .

Ibid.
35

Jephcott, p. 256.
36Cover addressed to Beaver St., New York City, H.A. Harmers Sale 6, lot 1357 (Steinhart),

previously sold Christies sale Oct. 4, 1984, lot 1043 (Halifax); cover addressed to Wa ll Street, New
York City, H.R . Harmer Sale 2944 , lot 611 (Mayer); BNA Topi cs, Vol. 34, No. 3 (May- June
1 977)\~hole No. 359), p. II . .

R. Maresch & Son Auction 141 , lot 265, May 27, 1982.
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Rgure 6. Cover carried on the second contract sailing of the Sir John Harvey (from Jephcott, p. 256)
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Figure 7. Cover carried on the third contract sailing of the Sir John Harvey
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Figure 8. Cover carried on the third contract sailing of the Sir John Harvey
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Figure 9. Cover, date unknown, carried on a contract sailing of the Sir John Harvey
(courtesy of R. Maresch and Son Auctions Ltd.)
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indicates that the ST EAM marking was a Halifax marking; however, it is clearly a Boston
marking." In the United State s, STEAM, short for Steamboa t, markings were app lied to
incoming letters fro m non-contrac t steamers engaged in inland or coas ta l trade .

J9

Mo reover, the use of the "STEAM" marking, used on non-contrac t steamers, is con sisten t
with the Uni ted States not having entere d into a co ntract with the owners of the Sir John
Harvey.

The incons is tent use of "S HIP " an d " ST EAM" markings is und erstandabl e.
Presumably, the letters wo uld have arrived at the Boston Post Office in a closed-bag,
accompa nied by a letter-b ill, and rated IO¢ due . However, the Boston Post Office, if it
knew of the pro posed po stal agreement at all, wou ld have been under the impressio n that
the agreement had not been enacte d. Thus, Boston probably had no idea how to properly
account for the lett ers arriving from Halifax.

No covers carried by the Sir John Harvey from the United States, during the co ntrac t
per iod, have been report ed . However, PMG Woodgate 's February 8, 1853 letter indicates
that the Sir John Harvey was carry ing loose letters when it arrive d in Halifax, but that the
letter s had not been marked "U. STATES, and were not rated according to the pro posed
agreem ent. Presum abl y, these letters were rated as ship letters by the Halifax Post Office.
Such covers, if they exist today, would not have any United States postal markin gs. The
author would be interes ted in any repor ts of cove rs carried by the Sir John Harvey not
included in this article. 0

J8Jephcolt, p. 255; compare Maurice C. Blake and Wi lbur W. Davis, Boston Postmarks to

1890 \Lawrence, MA: Quarterman Publicati ons Inc., 1974), pp. 56-57.
"Theron Wie renga, United States Incoming Steamship Mail. 1847-1875, 2"" ed. (Austin, TX :

U.S . Philatelic Classi cs Soc iety, Inc.: 2000). p I.
United States Stamp Society

www.usstamps.org
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C hro nicle
APPENDIX A
Text of Proposed Nova Scotia - U.S. Postal Agreement

At a Counc il held at Government House on 8. Tho post age s tamps of either count ry
the Ist day of December , 1852. sha ll QC tnken as evide nce of the pre-payment

PRrS Ern : of postage .
H is Excell ency the Lieutenant-Governor, !J. T he Post Office desig'lInlcu for the dis-

&c. &c . &c. patch an d rece ipt of the Proviucinl Muils, lin
the side of the U m te d St utes, will s tomp" U.

W he reas n cu rta in ag ree ment has Iiee n Slules" upon nll Ietters sent into N ov n-S coti u,
dul y nuthorizer l and ente red into bv nnd be- & c. fiir del ivery ; and the office uesil!llIlted
twee n th u Pcsu uaster Gener al of lhe If.nite d for tho dis patc h an d rece ipt or Un ued St ares
Sl al e. nnrl the Postm aster G e nera l uf th is ~," i l s on the s ide of No vn-Scoti n, will stam p
Provinc e, lor est ablishing and reg nlati ng the " NlIvu.Scutb " upon 1111 leit ers se nt into II",
i nte rch an g e of Mllils between the United Un ited S tut es fur de liverv,
S tates und Nova-Scotia, in term s or rf' tho 10. Th« I'ost O tlice '[Je pa rtme nls Ill' the
eflect fullowing': I Un ired-Stn tes and N ova -S cot ia shn ll each

1. ' I'h nt the re shnll he nn ex chanue of re tnrll}o the othe r nil dead lett ers, unopene d, .
Mail s between the United S lates and Nova. uud withou; charge, " VtH} three mcrith s, or
S coti a al th(' followi ng point s, viz : ~ nftl.H1er

l

, us mny bes t suit the oc ncral regu-
all the si de of th e United S tates, a t B~8ton, la tions 'or each dep ortment. .,

Muss. . . ] I. The ex pe nse of tru nsp orting the i'll niIB,
On the s ide of't N ova-Scoti a, a t H a lifax, by Steamboa t, be t ween tho respective Ex­

N. S . .• chang~ Offices, weeldy , or oftener, as th e
. 2 . T he pllstn"e to be c hanred ill the Un ited case may be, s hu ll, on the part 01'the United
S tares on a ICH~r 1I0t exc roe(~n~ ha lf'nn ounce ' S tutes"be borne, s ubjec t to the provi si o ns of
in we ight . toor from Novu-Scotia ' and 'Unpo • the Second Sec tion of an Act of Cong ress,
Br e ton, shall be ti"e ce ots (three penee] for i en titl ed , " An Act to osta blish certa in Post
any d ista nce wi thin the United St at es, not IR oads, and for oth er pur poses ," app rove d
exceeding ~IOOO mill'S, ilnd excceJi nrr;3000 J\.u.gusl a J~ J8;)'2, uuthorizing, on certain con­
miles within the U nit ed St ates, teo ee~lts (six Idi tiu ns , u Cont rac t for the tra nspor ta tiu n of
pence ) the si nglc let ter, Eve ry uddit ional I the United States Mail on board the S tea m
w~ight of hal!' ,,!] ounce , I1r uddiuonal wcig lu , \' t'sse ls ul pres ent ply ing reg nla rly be tween
01 less than hull an ounce, to be cha rge d: us I lloston: and Hu lifux ; " lid, on tim part of
one ad dit ional rate ; the HItes ill this sectiqn Nn vu.ScotlU, by such Contr act as its Post
mentioned hav ing been ado pted and ?l!'eCd ' · t O lli ~oJ Departme,lI t may -hermlrte l' make fo r
upon by the Postmust er Go neral uf tho , t he ~ p ttr pose, With the propn etors of snid
Unit ed St utes, hy a m! with the advice a nd !S teamboat line ,
consent of the Pr esidp. Ilt. ' I 12. :1'hi8 A L\' reement shall go into operation

a. '1'110 uligrcgate pnstnge to be c1,arge, J IOIL t he ; l~i rs t n.f December, 1 ~2 ; a nd it mny
in Nova.S~oti" lind Cape Breton, ur aryy a ile he mod ified from t une t? tune as. may b?
nr more 01 them on a letter not excec rlimr Iag reed 0POII by tho paru es ther eto, a nd It·
ha lf lin ounce III 'we il!ht, to or from the Un;: Imny bO. uu nul led by th ~ desire of eithe r party '
ted S tntes, shall be five ce nts (i hrec pence ) "1'0n th ree months notice.
for a llY distan ce in eithe r of the s:rid Pro. . 13. ~holll d it he found dosiruble, Let te rs
vinces; IIIHI every ndduio nul weight llf half nnd Ndwspnpers mny be sent in tra nsjt rhro'
all ounc e, or adtli liollal weigh t of less i tt an the U llited Hta tes to and li Oln Il ava lla.(Cuba ,) ,
ha lf all Oll llce to be char"ed us a ll uddiliona l and Chl'!!"' S amI Panuma, (New Gra nad a, ) ..
rllte. " I the Post Ollicn De partment of N ova·Scotia

4. Upo n all leit ers poste,I,in the United ' to acc u(lIIt to !hc Un ited St ates Post Office ·'
St ates, to bu delivered in NoVa-S"oli~ nnd Departry len t lor t!,e trun slt a lld sea post ag o co
Cap e III-eton , or pos te,l in Nova-Scotia' olld I~t te n cellts the sllll!le rute ,nn lett ers to Slid ;'
Cape Bre toll, to be deli vered ill th e Upi ted Ifrom I1 ~ v a na , allu t wellty cell t. th e s ing lo .
Slales'.the~e ra.les s haj-t ~e comoin ed into 0110 Irale l~ qnd fro m, C.h'lgr es o ~ d I.'uuama , an d I
rate,of w/llr.h, puymenl HI advance , s hal;! he tlln ,-enl.. per N ews paper III eIthe r Cllse, or , .
optinllul in oither cn lllllry ;.Ies" thau tllc ,Y.hole i " c1osed'Il\l l1 ils " may be se llt betwee ll N ova.
combined rate CII IUl"t he pro-paitt. I i S cotia lIl1d II l1 vnna, I' ia lhe UHiteu St utes, a t ·

5. The Pnst Omce LJep llrtmen l of" the .1twenty-live ce nts per ounce fur lettem, allu
Un iled St ates will collcc t lllHl I,eep ali i the ,Jtwo ce llts pC I' N ewsp apur, an d oe twee n ,
I~ost~ge~ Oil tho un paid· let ters from N!lVa.' , ~'Nov~.St<Otia ll.nd Chagr es or Pan ama, via the
:Scotia aoo~e named , as well os the postag e, ' IU. Stot ~. , at hlt y CCll tS per on nce for le lle rs ,
on lett N s tn Nova.Scutiu aforesa ill, pre-pai" , land two ',cents per N ewspaper , the posla ge ,
in tho United S tutes ; an l! the I'ost Otlic~ . Jon sllch ~ Iose rl ill a ils to be accoonted for ·
Departm en t of N ove-Scoti.. will collect h nd qunrle rlYi to the Post Ofiice Department of
keep lIli the poSla~,~s. on the nnpaid let !e l's., the Ullited S toles . .
from tho United Stat~s , . as ,well .~" t!,e p'pst. " N iHv t!lCrffi,re , in pursna nce lind exercise
Ilg,es on le:t t' l's . pre-r,ald moNoova·Sco t la Ill</re. ! of the, .anl.hority ves ted in th is Uoartl by the
S:l1ll t~ the UllI te,~ Statcs. ! R evised S ta tutes - T itle r'onrth,Cha p. Num- ·

G. Each Mall Qlspatched fro!Jl one cOlmtry bel' 'I'w enty.tl lrce (" Of the Post Office,")
to tho otl~ er shnll ~e accompulllcd by a lett er I Sec.Nmribel· l~onr-I·l is Excell enc y. by an d
or post 01 11, she ~V I!lg 1!1e , nllmber of. lell ers , wilh the advice of the COllncil, d )th order,
so posted! lIud dlstlllg~ush lll g' the . pall! fr,.uu \ and it is he reby ordered, thllt in ellu rormity
the 1I11 pi1ll1, and their postage In sc pafl1te . with s llchl ugreclIllJllt. which is hereoy up'
COhll~lI.'S . , , ' pmved anl! co nl1rmed, the Rate3 of Postag e

7. _l .ho P()s l.lI g0 0n ~~wsP;t P'q rs, J P !!1 Pll.l!'Js, , \ in the s'lid A"rewlIeot specific.) shull .be·
J\[?lZlI:I:mCS, l1 nsua led Cl rcnlar~. ,", d all ot!lCr cll1rge d [\llli Il';;yao lo IIccordi nlZ t;. the forco·.'
prmtud .mu:ter. must bo pro.pu,d, nr SUlltfreo and ellectlnf the said i\" reemcnt from and !"
to the h ne·m tho cOllntry where . posled, allli \ nll er this dule. . .. ,
any pos tllge ." ft".'wards accl'lImg the re'1n, Alld the l'o"lnlOste r Ge ner ..1 of NOI'lI··
h~yo nd tho !toe, 18 t ~ be collcctl'd and ~e- \Rcotia, on lthe pllrt of the Province, is to !live "
tamed b,r tho ~llS t ,O lllee Depar lnllmt of tbe th c neccssary dir ections herpin accordingly••
conntry In willcr.. It accrues. N e ~"spn pc ,", \VM. II . K EA T I NG . D . c. c .
PlIlJlphle\.., &c., If nut forwa rded In covers 'I
open Ul. the elld or sid es, will be slIoj ect :to '

llotter postage. .

Courtesy of Nova Scotia Archives and Records Man agem ent
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ca nc els of Clarion , M ilford, Scran t on,
Somerset, Tionesta and Waynesbu rg. Any
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