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PRESTAMP & STAMPLESS PERIOD
JAMES W. MILGRAM, Editor
NEGATIVE LETTERING IN POSTMARKS ON STAMPLESS COVERS
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M.D.

Th is artic le is the second in a se ries on the sta mpless cover mark ings that are
generally termed fancy postmarks. A few of these markings are also known on cove rs
from the 1850s bearing stamps.

With a very few exceptions, the postmarks on stampless cove rs can be separated into
four gro ups: (I ) straightlines; (2) arches; (3) ova ls; and (4) circles. Examples of all four
groups are known with the modification of negative lettering. However, since there are so
few such postmarks with negative lettering known, only a little over two doze n, the present
article disc usses eac h mark ing in alphabetical order rather tha n dividing them by postmark
shape or state.

In addition, auxiliary markings such as "FREE" and "PAlO" can exis t in negative
letters. And there are many negative rating marks, "5" and" I0" and their Roman numera l
co unterparts marks from 1845-1 851 , and "PAID 3" markings afte r then. These auxiliary
markings were discussed by Frank Mandel in the Fifty -first Am erican Philatelic Congress
Book of 1985 and will not be described here exce pt for a couple of exa mples on cove rs
with negative town postmarks.

Figure 1."POST OFFICE ANNAPOLIS MD" with eagle all in negative, matching blue "2"
on undated drop letter

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
The markin g "POST OFFICE AN NAPOLIS MD" with a negative eag le as we ll as

the lettering in negative ( 1840s) has been listed as a postmaster's provisional. However,
this writer fee ls it was usually ju st a postmark , such as on the nice little drop cover show n
in Figure I which is rated with a 2 for a drop letter local usage. The marking shown is in
blue, but it is listed in red and black also.
Chro nicle 208 / November 2005 / Vol. 57. No. 4 247



Figure 2. "BRATTLEBORO Vt. MAY 5" (1835) in red with serrated inner and outer
surfaces of circular doughnut of color, fancy decorations around state abbreviation, used
on free franked cover front

BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT
Thi s rare 1835 circul ar marking (Figure 2) is struc k in red. It has two add itional

fancy features as we ll as the negative lettering; both the inner and outer margin s of the
circle have sawtoo th mark s, and there are two geo metric decorations between the town
name and state abbreviati on . There is handstamped datin g within the center of the clear
field. It is said that only this one exa mple exists, a front. The marking has been reported
previously as existing in black, but none of the spec ialists who co llect Verm ont postmarks
are aware of any such cover.
BRUNSWICK, MAINE

The American Stampless Cover Catalog lists three type s of this 1815 postmark , all
of which are war rate s. According to Bruce Hazelton there is only one example known of
each type . However, there is evidence that at least four covers with the marki ng exist. I
have bee n lucky eno ugh to obtain illustrations of three which I wi ll show here.

The marking is rea lly very unusual. It is an oversized circ le (36mm diameter) in red
ink with carved lettering in negative. The "MAR" month abbreviation is carved into the
marking; it is not a slug which was inse rted as in the Sackets Harbor, N.Y. ova l. The
earliest example is shown in Figure 3. It is manu script dated with an "8" for Marc h 8. The
usage is the 15¢ war rat e for the 40 to 90 mile di stance. There is a full letter dated
Febru ary 24, 1815 enclosed.

The seco nd cove r, in Figure 4, illustrates an exa mple with March 15, 1815 datin g.
Thi s marking is usuaIIy described as circular, but according to the writ er 's more strict
nomenclature for town postmarks, this is an arch postmark in ci rcular format, since the
town 's name is in an arch and the state abbreviation is on a level line in relation to that.
The third co ver is the example dep ict ed in the Ame rican Stamp less Cover Catalog ,
Volume I. It has a March 27 datin g.

Alth ough damaged since someone cut the address out, the fourth cover (Figure 5)
shows the best strike of the marking. It has "April II " written ove r the MAR of the
hand stamp. It also shows a wood cut "PAID" with negative lettering also. Thi s seems to be
248 Chronicle 208 I November 2005 I Vol. 57, No.4
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Figure 3. "BRUNSW ICK ME MAR" (1815) in red with ms. "8" date with internal lines
paralleling the two abbreviations, 15¢ war rate to North Yarmouth, Maine

t /

Figure 4. "BRUNSWICK ME MAR" in red with ms. "15", 1815 dating during the period of
war rates (12'/2+ 6'/. =183/.¢1to Boston
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Figure 5. "BRUNSWICK ME MAR" in red with ms . " April 11" 118151, 183/.C war rate; this
cover also is the only known example of a matching negatively lett ered "PAID"

somewhat different from the catalog listings, but until the actual cover with the March 27
marking surfaces , I am going to assume that only the cover in Figure 5 has the negati ve
"PAID" marking. It is another example of the 121h ¢ rate subject to a 50% increase, an
18'/4 rate.

Since the word March is inco rporated into the marking, this seem s to be the reason
that the marking was on ly used for about a mon th.
CANTERBURY, NEW YORK

This circular marking ( 1822) (Figure 6) has an additional line around the black field
containin g the letters. It contains two flowers for decoration. The date "4

1h

Sept" ( 1822) is
in manu script and was placed within the hollow center of the postmark. Another example
also in the writer's coll ection has "A ugt, 20" ( 1829) dating due 121h¢ to Alb any. Thi s
marking was listed in the American Stampless Cover Catalog from these two covers. I am
unaware of other examples although the marking appears to have been used over a long
period of time and other examples should exist.
CLOVERPORT, KENT UCKY

This circular marking ( 1853-4) (Fig ure 7) is one of a number of unusual post marks
from this town. I described an ova l marking containing a fly ing eagle from Cloverport in
Chronicle No . 178, pp. 126-27. While known on stampless covers, the more usual
examples of this negati vely lettered marking are on cove rs with the 185 1 stamps. The
marking is very rare as stampless and rare with stamps. A stampless cover exampl e bears
the handstamp dated 17 Sept. , 1853, used with a separa te "PAID 3" hand stamp. Thi s was
during the period when prepaid postage was 3¢, but unpaid postage was 5¢. There is a
colorless band beneath the state abbreviation.
DERBY-LINE, VERMONT

This arc h style postmark (1836-37) comes in black and a reddish brown, and maybe
also in red . Figure 8 shows two covers overlapped. The exa mple shown fully is in black ,
while the ot her co ver is in brown. T he brown example wa s se nt to London and is
postma rked with a tiny " PAID," "1 8'/." and "v ia New York," and was charged I/4 ship
letter charge.
250 Chronicle 208 I November 2005 I Vol. 57. No. 4
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Figure 6. "CANTERBURY N.Y." with "4t h Sept" in manuscript, 1822 letter enclosed with
postage 10C due

Figure 7. "CLOVERPORT KY" ms. "6 aug", pen canceled 3C 1851 on 1853 dated cover
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The top of the arch is notched and is meant to .depict a banner. The separa te banner
with the state abbreviation has notches on its bottom surface. The marki ng is scarce but
not rare. The writer has seen at least eight examples, and I would estimate that quite a few
more exist.

'i .
oJ'A v '/

're {<) ~-rk{ 1
Figure 8. " DERBY-LINE VT." arch style marking in two banners, overlapping 1836 covers
with left marking in reddish brown and right cover with marking in black

FREDERICA, DELAWARE
This oval marking (Figure 9) docketed 1836 is Quaker dated and is in red. Although

the ASCC cata log lists a span of dates for this marking, only this one cover is known, so
the catalog listing apparently is in error. It has an outer oval of red dots around the co lor
band, an unusual feature for a negatively lettered postmark. Negative lettering is known in
only three oval postmarks.

,

- . ... . .. '

Figure 9. "FREDA DEl." in red with "10 mo 1" Quaker dating, docketed " Oct . 1, 1836,"
ms " 6" to Milford, Delaware
252 Chronicle 208 I November 2005 I Vol. 57, No.4
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Figure 10. " HADDONFIELD N.J" . ms. "May 5'h" (1841). ms. "Paid 10" to Salem, N.J.
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Figure 11. "HADDONFIELD N.J ." ms. " M ay 12" (1841) in one strike, second undated
strike, ms. "Paid 10" , same correspondence as cover in Figure 8; this is only known
cover with two strikes of a negative lettered postmark

HADDONFIELD , NEW JERSEY
This is one of the mo re common types of negative lettered circular pos tmarks.

Examp les are from 1841 or 1842. It is a very strik ing marking because of the addit ional
outer and inne r c irc ular heavy fra me lines. Th e re are diamond s aroun d the state
abbreviation (Figure 10). One cover is known with a double strike (Figure 11). Note the
different styles in the postmaster' s written "P" although these two covers are obviously in
the same handwriting. A third cover from the same cor respondence postmarked May 17
shows yet another type of "P" style. This is one of the negatively lettered postmarks that
was used to cancel stamps.
Chronicle 208 I November 2005 I Vol. 57. No.4 253



HANOVER, NEW HAM PSHIRE
This marking shown in Figure 12 is not rare (182 7). It usually comes in a gree nish

blue although it is known in red according to the catalog. This is a straightline postmark
with fancy lettering in the state abbrev iation and notches around the rectangular formated
marking. The month and day are handwritten in a clear space in the lower righ t corner of
the marking. Note it is written on the diagonal in the illustration, paralle l to the recta ngle of
the marking. The negative "PAID" also has an outer frame of dots . The blue marking, with
or without the "PAID", is one of the more commonly seen negative lettered postmarks.

I , _
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Figure 12. " HANOVER N.H. Mar 11" (1827) and " PAID" with ms. "183' ... . ms. "paid"
notation by sender

-. "

1--- __

Figure 13. "HAWKINSVILLE GA . MAR 30" (1833) in red; there are notched inner and
outer frame lines and negative lettering in month slug
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HAWKINSVILLE, GEOR GIA
This very fancy circ ular marking of 1833 (Figure 13) shows considerable decoration

as we ll as notching ; it is in red ink. It is a newly discovered mark and only the one
exam ple is known to exist. Note that the month slug is also in negative lettering. The only
other postmarks with negati ve lett ered months are those from Brunswick, Maine and
Sacketts Harbor, New York.
HEMPSTEAD COURT HOUSE, ARKANSAS TERRITORY

Th is December 12, 1831 cover (Figure 14) shows a very primitive markin g reading
"HEMPSTEAD C.H. A.T.". Thi s is unlisted in the catalog. The usage from a territory is
very rare; the only other postm ark fro m a terri tory with negative lettering is the shield
marking of Littl e Rock. Note this cover comes from the same Brigham correspondence as
the Hanover, N.H. cover shown in Figure 12.
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Figure 14. " HEMPSTEAD C HAT DEC 12" (1831) with "25" due

LAMB ERTVILLE, NEW JERSEY
Thi s is a simple circular markin g, which is usually well struck. There is a period on

both sides of the state abbreviation which is inverted in relati on to the letterin g in the
town 's nam e. Th e marking was used during 1835-1841 ; abo ut six co vers have been
record ed. Most covers are rated in manu script , but there is a nice "FREE" with negative
letterin g known (Figure 15). A match ing "PAID" is shown in William C. Coles, Jr., The
Postal Markings of New Jersey Stanipless Covers (Chicago : Collec tors Club of Chicago,
1983).
LANG TAV (Langhornes Tavern), VIRGINIA

This circ ular marking from Nove mber 11, 1828 (Figure 16) is a newly discovered
example. It was missent to Charlotteville. Only the one example is known to exist. This
town also used an arch postmark in hollow lettering.
LEONA, TE XAS

Thi s 1848 large bold black circ ular marking with shaded lettering in the ce ntra l
num erals is found with a negati ve "5" rating marking (Figure 17 ). There is a large
colorless dot separating the town 's name from the "TEXAS." Thi s exa mple shows shaded
lettering in the month and dat e. A second exa mple (Figure 18) is known from a few
month s later without the shaded lettered month and day. Also, the outer frame around the
"5" has worn down so it is visible only in a few spots.
Chronicle 208 I November 2005 I Vol. 57, No.4 255
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Figure 15. "LAMBERTVILLE N.J. " ms " J uly 26 "(1839) w ith "FREE " also in negative
lettering (addressee was a U.S. senator)

" ... : .~. "

Figure 16. "LANG TAV" separated by spots within the band of black color, ms. " 11 Nov"
(1828) with " m issent " and red " CHARLE VA. NOV 14, " rated "12' />" at Langhornes
Tavern, Virginia
256 Chronicle 208 I November 2005 I Vol. 57, No.4
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Figure 17. "LEONA TEXAS MAR 9" with separate fancy " 5"
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Figure 18. " LEONA TEXAS "ms "June 4" with sepa rate fancy "5"
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By price realized at auc tio n, thi s is the most valuable stampless cover negati ve
marking. This is surprising because several other of the fancy negative lettered postmarks
are considerably more intricate in design. Perhaps the appea l is that it comes from Texas.
LISBON, IOWA

This undated envelope (Figure 19) shows an embellished postmark with matchin g "5
cts" all in negative. This ratin g could be from July I , 1845 to March 30, 1855, when
prepayment beca me required. There are outer frames on both the postmark and the rating
mark and an inner circl e within the center of the postmark. Onl y this example is known.

' ..

Figure 19. " LISBON IOWA" ms. "March 21", separate "5 cts" script lettering in negative

df·.4!/r.$~ .: :- . ~

j. 1J~~4~-
v1~~~.,
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Figure 20. "LITTLE ROCK Ark. 1831 Feb. 23" with shield and decorated space, "12'/,"
rating mark for usage to another town in Arkansas Territory; this in the writer's opinion
is the most artistic postmark with negative lettering
258 Chronicle 208 I November 2005 I Vol. 57. No.4



U TILE ROCK , ARKANSAS TE RRITORY
Thi s marking o riginally was rect an gul ar in design . A tr acing is shown in the

American Stampless Cover Catalog where it is listed in red and black inks, one known
example eac h, both from September 1830. Thi s is actually incorrect. Both of these listings
are from cover fronts. The September 9 listing shows a full rect angle in black (Robert A.
Siegel auction , January 9, 1968, Howard Lehman Collec tion) . However, the red marking
from Septemb er 30, 1830 shows the marking modifi ed with the upper margin curved in an
arc h just like the negative letterin g "U TILE ROCK" (Figure 20 ). The marking is known
in this more attractive for mat until June 1832 (a cover of thi s da te was in the same
auction). The year, month and date are moveabl e type within the shield at the center of the
marking. This certainly is one of the most appealing postal markings known. Fortunately,
a small number of examples exi st, mai nly from 183 1.
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS

Th ese are really Span ish postmarks from the 1820s and 1830s fro m a town that later
became a part of Texa s. The earlier marking is a solid blac k circl e surrounded by an outer
frame. The exa mple shown in Figure 2 1 has a matchin g "FRANCA" ("paid," in Spanish).
Th e usage is fro m 1828 and the cove r was rated on its reverse 3 reales. The next mark ing
comes with an outer circ ular frame of tiny triangles (Figure 22 ), both in red and in black.
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Figure 21, "NACOGDOCHES" in black. "FRANCA" in black, 3 reales to Austin

OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
Th is small circular postmark is the sma lles t type I know with negati ve lettering

(Figure 23). There are additional ring frame lines inside and outside of the black field of
lett erin g. Two nice examples known are from September and November 1828 with red
manu script dating. The exa mple show n has a black "F REE" which is not fancy; the other
has manuscript rating for "25" ce nts due (show n in Jarrett Co llection, Christies, October
10, 1990). A third example in only fair condition is dated October 8, 1828. It is shown in
the Nutmeg sale, October 26, 2004 , lot 1033.
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Figure 22. "NACOGDOCHES" in red, 2 reales to Austin

}-'REE

Figure 23. " OPELOUSAS LA", ms. "Nov 19"(1828) in small circle with both outer and
inner circular frame line, and black "FREE"
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Figure 24. "OTTO N.Y. AUG 29" with manuscript "Paid 3" with usage 1851-55 period

OTTO, NEW YORK
Thi s marking (Figure 24) has an outer frame and moveable type for month and date.

It is a postm ark from the ea rly 1850s and is rarely struck starnpless like this. It was also
used as a ca nce ler on the 1851 series of stamps. Th e negative curved spaces see n within
the band of black are not part of the design ; other strikes show a solid black around the
lettering. It is a fairly sca rce markin g.

Figure 25. " RANDOLPH Vt." in maroon ms. "July 3" (1815) with ms "25'/2" war rate
Chro nicle 208 / November 2005 / Vol. 57. No. 4 261



RANDOLPH,VERMO NT ,
This marking (Figure 25) was struck in maroon on stampless covers durin g the 1815

war rate period with 50% increase in rates. The increase of the 17¢ rate for 150 to 300
miles resulted in a rate of 25 1/2¢ . Another example dated July 17, 1815 is shown in the
Jarrett Sale (Christies, October 10, 1990). A third franked "Free" is shown in the Bingham
Collection (Robert A. Siegel, December 5, 1967). There is no inner circle so the lettering
is some times incomplet el y struck toward s th e ce nter. Th e marking was dated in
manuscript. The marking is rare.
RAYSVILL E, GEORGIA

This marking (Figure 26) is listed as being an 1848 negative lettered postmark in red.
It has primitive lettering carved into a cork doughnut. At least two examples are known;
the other is dated March 3 1, 1848 and has a "5" rate markin g.

"
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Figure 26. "RAYSVILLE GA" in red ms. "April 14" (1848), separate "10"

SACKETS HARBOR, NEW YORK
This is one of the more interesting negative postmark s. All examples known are from

a few months in 1815 when the war rate was in place. The earliest known example (Figure
27), from April 20, 1815, shows an ill-defined eagle in the center of the marking. I took
this photograph of the cover when it had just been found. The month slug, "APR" in this
case, fit into a rectangular slot below the center, and the day was written in pen below the
handstamp . The rating is 25 1/2¢ for 150 to 300 miles. The other figure (Figure 28) shows
three other covers that are overlapped to show postmarks with April 30, May 20 and June
25 dating. The month slugs are all in negative lettering. The "H" of the April cover shows
clear vertical embellishme nt. But most interesting is the loss of the eagle in the center
which is almost gone in the postmark ten days after the early exa mple and is entire ly
missing in the June example. I have seen another cover from May as well.
ST. CHARLES, MISSOURI

Th is unu sual postmark co ns ists of an arc h with the town 's nam e, and a level
abbreviation of the state's name; thus it is an arch type of postmark . All examples known
are from 1822-23. Four examples exis t with red postmarks, with Figure 29 the earliest
known. The majority, said to be eight examples, are in black (Figure 30). Dating is by
manuscript as are the postal rates.
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Figure 27 . "SACKETS HARBOR APR" ms . "20'h"(1815) with ill -defined eagle in center, ms.
"25' />" war rate
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Figure 28. "SACKETS HARBOR APR (MAY, JUNE), three overlapped covers from 1815
showing the aging of the marking; there are different slugs for the month date
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Figure 29. "ST CHARLES MO" in arch format, struck in red with "Sept 3" (18221 dating

' I/ -;/ w
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Figure 30 . "ST CHARLES MO" in arch format, struck in black with no month or date (182371

SAN AUGUSTINE, TEXAS REPUBLIC
This unu sual marking (Fig ure 3 1) is known from two exa mples. Th e arms of the

black star co ntain negative letters: "SAN"; "AUG"; "U ST"; "INE,,; "TEX." There is faint
manuscr ipt dating and a manuscript "50" for the double rate to Houston. Thi s is the only
po st ma rk with negat ive lettering whic h does not fit one of th e four sty les usual to
stampless postmarks.
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Figure 31 . "SAN AUG UST INE TEX " negat ive lettering in five arms of star, faint ms.
dating , "50" double rate during Republic Period in Texas

SH ELBYVILLE, KENTUCKY
Thi s marking (Figure 32 ) is one of the more fancy types of postmarks with negative

lettering. The " kentucky" is in lower case Old Engli sh type letterin g. There is a serrated
inner fra me line, and the outer fram e line clearly shows that it has been cut into a series of
co nnected triangles. This example, the finest known strike, is dated July 12, 182 1. The
marking was used for a number of yea rs, and an example dat ed September 6, 1829 is
shown in the next illu stration (Figure 33). Thi s allows for a rare look at the ag ing of a
special postm arking device. The triangles can no longer be discern ed in the outer band of
black. Th e detailed lett ering is gone and the letters are all thicker than in the origina l
ma rking. But the serrations of the inner fram e lin e are still visible. A new plain type
rep laced the italics for the mon th and day with no year date .

)
I

If i I

Figure 32 . "SHELBYVILLE kentucky Ju1121821 ", ms. "12' />," clear early strike
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Figure 33. "SHELBYVILLE kentucky Sept 6" (18291, worn late strike
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Figure 34. " SMITHFIELD VA" in black oval with ms . "Mar 15"

SMITHFIELD, VIRGINIA
Thi s is one of three oval markings with negati ve lett erin g. It is one of the more

co mmon types, bein g listed fro m 1835 to 1839. Th e exa mple illu strated (F igure 34) is a
good strike and shows arc decoration s to the side of the state abbrev iation. Th ere is an
outer oval fram e. Th e date is always written in ma nuscript.
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Figure 35. "ASHFIELD MSS." upper portion rimless, lower portion in negative lettering,
date " Nov 27" written in the center

In addition to the 27 postmarks that are lettered entirely with negative lettering, there
are a few postmarks with par tia l negati ve lett ering. Shown in Figure 35 is an exa mple from
Ashfield, Ma ssachusetts with the "MSS" in negati ve lett ers. This marking also co mes in
red and blu e inks . Th e writer has Watertown N. Y. with the "N. Y." in negat ive ( 1838);
Sa lem. N.Y. with fancy cogged teeth outer frame and negative "N.Y" ( I825)( Figure 36);
and Waterford, N.Y. with negative month "SE P" and hand written "26" (1837). There arc
probabl y o the r examples wi th part ial lettering, but I be lieve thi s inc ludes all of the
recorde d full negative lettered postmarks.

Ac knowledgments
Joseph F. Antizzo, Nancy Z. Clark, Will iam C. Co les , Jr., Frank Crown, David L.

Jarrett and Rich ard J . Marek made illustrati ons ava ilable . 0

Figur e 36. " SALEM N.V." , ms . Oct 11" (1825) with fancy cogged outer frame and smooth
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U.S. CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS
GORDON STIMMELL. Editor
LATEST LOCALS DISCOVERIES
GORDON STIMMELL

The world of U.S . local stamps, even after 150 years of diligent study by leadin g
experts, still abounds with mysterie s. Sometimes progre ss in our knowledge seems to take
place in steps that cou ld be measured on a millimeter gauge. Here is a wrap-up of some
discoveries I have made over the past few month s. Each is one more small step for stamp
kind.

Figure 1

NE W YORK. The Broadway Post Office in New York City issued its antiq ue
locomotive stamp in the early 1850s (Scott #26L1). On the genuine stamp, a whirl of dust
behind the locomotive looks like the center of a fingerprin t, enabli ng us to distingui sh it
from a flock of forgeries created in the dawn of stamp dealers in the 1860s. Except on one
stamp in the sheet, which has a series of parallel , nearly vertical lines overlaid on the
whorl of dust behind the engine. I first noticed this major plate flaw in the upper left
corner stamp of the block of 11 offered in the Siege l Golden Sale as lot 800. I wondered if
this could be a constant plate flaw, and now a second example has turned up (Figure 1).
Owner John Bowman notes as well "some marks that could be alphabetic characters along
and to the right of the line separating the locomoti ve design from 'POST-OFFICE.' There
is also a mark between the frame lines above the 'AY' in 'BROAD-WAY.' The two
examples confirm that this is a constant plate variety in the sheet." The flaw should also be
present in the much rarer gold on black Broadway stamp (26L2) but no example seems to
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have survived. Whil e Donald Patton stated in his Private Local Posts of the United States
of America that the stamps were printed by typ ogr aph y from a woodblock, Leonard
Hartmann says "there is no doubt in my mind that the stamp is a lithograph . . . however I
strongly think the origi nal master engraving was a wood block ." Patton noted blocks of 32
(4 x 8) and eleven, as we ll as smaller block s of four and strips. He suggested the stamps
were pro bably printed in shee ts of 100 subjec ts. Scott Trepel noted in the Golden Sale
catalog that the ex-Jarrett block of 32 had been broken up into four blocks of eight. The
largest surviving multiple is a bottom sheet block of 25 sold in the Hall Collection (Siegel
sale 830 ) whic h of co urse does not co ntain the major flaw show n in Figure I from the top
of sheet block of II.

Figure 2

SAN FRANCISCO, Part One. Th e Well s Fargo Pon y Ex press stamps have an
enduring fascination as milestones in U.S. history, in linkin g the wild west to the more
civilized eas t. Scott R. Trepel wro te and published a monogr aph on the runn ing pony
stamps entitled Wells, Fargo & Company 1861 Pony Express Issues in 200 5 that is a must
for stude nts of these stamps. Thi s 40-page treatise delves into contextual issues, the fact
the stamps were only used from wes t to east, and pro vides dates of usage and census
information. But chief among the trea tise 's highlights is a highly detailed plating guide to
the various pony stamps. The most famous stamp flaw in the series occurs in one position
in the $ 1 red sheet of 40 (Sco tt # 143L3) positi on R09, where the horse's right front leg is
cut off where the background shading lines terminate. The famous missing hoof variety is
listed at $ 1,250 in the Scott 2006 US Spec ialized Catalogue in min t condition- no value is
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given for a used stamp. Trepel notes he has see n "eight examples of the Broken Leg ,
including four in sheets, two in blocks and two sing les, all unused without gum. Th e
author has been unable to locate a used example on or off cover. One unreso lved ques tion
is whether Position R09 exists without the flaw, which wou ld prove that some sheets were
prin ted before the fla w occurred on the printing stone." Now a single used off cover
example has surfaced, shown in Figure 2. It has the missing hoof, and is hand stamped with
the famed running pony blue San Francisco hand stamp dated October. So far, this is the
only used example known . Check your holdings for used missing hoof $ 1 pony stamps.
But beware, forged running pony handstamps exist (some quit e deceptive) as well as more
than 25 different forg eries of the running pony stamps. In addition, reprints were made in
1897, distinguished by the "w hite hat" of the pony rider.

Figure 3
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Figure 4
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SAN FRANCISCO, Part Deux. In th e Penny Po st Oct ober 2005 issu e , I
co-authored an article with John Bowman entitled "Were the San Francisco Private Post
Office and Publ ic Letter Office the Same Local Post"," based on a corner cut out I picked
up at auction of the Private Post Office (Scott #s 125L U I-L U4) with a note on the reverse
referencing the Publ ic Letter Office (Scott #s 125L U I-LU4). The link between the two
separately listed San Francisco posts, both located at 5 Kearn y Stree t, co mes in the
message scrawled on the back: 'T he name is changed (or charged) to Publ ic Letter Office
of which I send two kind s." The two kind s would refer to the 15¢ and 25¢ denomin ations
of these pre-printed envelopes . Why would the prop rietor be sending "two kinds"? I feel
this message was from the propri etor- who is still un known- sending out samples to
ex ist ing customers of his new Private Post Office forms. Figure 3 is the sample, with
Figure 4 the message on the reve rse . Whi ch wo uld mean th at Pri vate Lett er Office
replaced Publi c Letter Ofti ce in sequence . If one reads the message as "c harged to" that
would hold true. However, if one reads the message as "changed to" then Private Post
Office preceded Publi c Letter Office. What do you think ? Is it "charged to" or "c hanged
to"? The date cited in the SCO(( Spe cialized 2006 Cata logue is 1864, however, Larry Lyons
add s: "A recent search of the SF dir ectories indic ates that this co mpany ex isted in late
1868 or earl y 1869 and not 1864-5. The listing first appears in 1869 . In a conversation
with George Kramer I learned that we both belie ve this to be the same company as the SF
Private Post Office. I don't know of an official linkin g document." So the Scott Catalogue
should list them together, but in what order? The writing is not exac tly clearly on the wall.

CHICAGO. When the very patriotic John R. Floyd joined the Civil War effort in
1861 , he left his prosperous Chicago Penny Post (Scott 68L 1-3) in the hands of Charles W.
Mappa. My detailed analysis of Floyd's Penny Post appea red in the January 1997 Penny
Post . In the Bailey 1863-4 direc tory for Chicago , John R. Floyd is listed as "USA," i.e.. the
US Army, and by 1867 was working as a cle rk for the America n Express company where
he co ntinued working through at least 1881 . After founde r Floyd joined the troops,
Charles W. Mappa took over. While Floyd issued the blue and brow n stamps, dated covers

' t'I ...,

Figure 5
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show Ma ppa likely issued the green stamps . In the Halpin & Bailey 1861- 2 Chi cago
directories is thi s entry: PENNY POST - FLOYD'S, Cha rles W. Mappa, propr. , 124
Randolph; and Floyd is also listed as Superintendent, penny post at 124 Randolph. By
1862-3 Mappa is listed as "prop. Penny Post and Mappa & Collin s Real Estate" at 124
Randolph . At some point in the fall of 186 2, a s imilar local po st arose fro m th e
Floyd/Mappa ashes . On Oct. 18, 1862, the Chic ago Tribune stated: "A new Penny Post has
been establi shed in this city by John Johnson and Joseph F. Coupe, the office of which is
at 113 Randolph Street" with a general office in the Randolph Block. This was the post
that issued the Beehive Stamp (Scott #38L1 ). A dili gent search of directories has not
turned up any such busine ss in the Randolph Block. Whil e Joseph Coupe has left no
record in directories or censi, John John son is listed in the 1862-3 Bailey directory as
"Johnson, John (eoI'd) expressman". He later shows up in Bailey's 1867 directory, as a
letter carrier. The handstamp of the Beehive Chicago Penny Post survives on a few stamps
and blundered on covers, and has always been interpreted as saying: "CHICAGO PENNY
POST, Edward T. Cooke, Supt" or "E.T. Cooke, Supt" . In the 1862-63 Bailey directory,
Edward Cooke is listed as "newscarrier" but no link to the beehive Chicago Penny Post is
shown. Now the only existing clear handstamp of this short lived post has surfaced (Figure
5), on a battered cover with the U.S. stamp cut out. And it deepens the mystery. The
handstamp does not say "Edward T. Cooke"or "E .T. Cooke," it says "A, E. Cooke". Just
when I thought I was making progress. One hopes this is Edward, otherwise it's back to
the dra win g board , as no A.E. Cooke is listed in the dozen s of di rect ori es at hand.
Sometimes distance does not make the heart grow fonder.

Figure 6

BOSTON. The enduring mystery of Cheever & Towle is simple: Who was Cheever?
A search of every Cheever in the Boston directories provides not one snip of evidence of
any so-named individu al connec ted with any local post. The 1850 Boston U.S. census
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provides a tantalizing clue at last. William R. Tow le is listed with profession "City Post" in
the Nor th Chelsea , Suffo lk County, Mass. census. He is 35 yea rs old, living with wife
Elizabeth age 34, daughter Elizabeth S. age 8 and son Willi am B., age 4. Amazingly, right
next door, dwellin g alone in her own big house, is Elleanor Cheever, age 65, a widow for
more than 20 years with no children , going by the 1840 and 1830 U.S. censi. So she was
likely not a mother-in-law to Towle. The fact she was Towle's next door neighbor, with
independent means, plus the evidence that survives that the name Cheeve r does not appear
on even the earliest hand stamps in 1847 , nor the one surviving woo den letter box marked
"CITY DESPATCH POST/ W.R. TOWLE" of 1848-50, argues that perhaps she was an
ear ly financial backer, and subsequently wit hdrew, was bo ught out or pa id back. The
stamps surv ive, bearing the name Cheever & Towle, used from 1848 to 1850, through at
least three printings. The stamp (37L1, see Figure 6) shows a pile of folded letters piled in
a circle, an echo of the Boston Hale stamps of 1844-45, whic h makes sense, as William R.
Towle was an agen t for Hale s during the great blossomi ng of the Independen t Mai l
companies before they were killed by an Act of Congress in Jul y 1845.

essrs. BURNS &. PIERS,

'BILl ' 'I:JJI -LHAL IXPBIJS,
No. 14 South Fifth Street ,

PHIL ADELPHIA.
L 'D

Figure 7

PHILADELPHIA. I thought I knew all the wrinkles associated with Blood 's Penny
Post of Philadelphia. From their first primitive cut outs in the predecessor Robertson days
(Sco tt 15L 1-2) to th e ir last throes under C ha r les Koch ersp e rger (I5 Ll 8). Th en I
encountered Figure 7, an embossed Blood's buff envelope ( 15LU9) addressed to " Burns &
Piers, Philadel phia Local Express." Now I have seen unused embossed Blood 's envelopes
to this same expresscCompany. But th is example had a pasted on ea rlier period "PRE
PAID" hand stamp with the cogwhee l rim. Why would one need two indica tors of pre-paid
postage, since the embo ssed design also has these wo rds? Was it some kin d of rate
ch ange? Or was it a simple indi cator of the "ONE CENT" fee which happ ens to be
missing from the embossed design? Adding to the mystery are the remains of very unusual
single circl e hand stamps above the adhesive and to the right , with odd geometric patterns
within them. Were these hand stamps of the recipient , the Local Express? I remain puzzled
and hope someone out there can help solve the mystery. The last time this cover surfaced,
it was part of the prestigious Col. Green co llection, sold by Laurence & Stryker as auction
lot 42 on Oct. 5, 1942. 0
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THE 1851-1861 PERIOD
HUBERT C. SKINNER, Editor
OFF-COVER POSTAL HISTORY AND "EARLIEST INDICATED USES (EIUI"
JAMES A. ALLEN AND ROGER D. CURRAN

Case Study of the New York City Square Grids -
Earliest Indicated Use of Scott US #17 and the 1847 5¢ That Didn't Get Away!

"E KUs" (earliest known uses, sometimes referred to as "EDUs," ear liest dated uses)
are often a collec ting interest along with traditional first day covers. Such da ted uses also
allow stamp and postal historians to correctly define when posta l events and changes were
made, thus adding to the total understanding of postal history. Besides the reliance on
year-dated postmarks, docketin g or enclosures to date covers, several other approaches
exist for establishing at least probabl e dates of use of stamps, covers or cancels. In fact,
these approaches are used frequently. Some examples include: ( I) specific stamp prin t
characteristics which indicate "earlier" vs. "later" plates; (2) specific printin g colors that
are known to have been used in certain tim e periods, usually as dated by cove rs wit h
postmarks, docketing or enclosures as above, but sometimes officially recorded by the
printer of the stamps; (3) stamps correlated directly with certain dates of use determined
separately from (2) above; and (4) paper types, overpri nts, plate changes and handstamp
deterioration as evidenced by postal mark ings which have been previo usly correla ted with
dates of recorded use or officia l government dates of issue. Another form of usage dating
occurs when an off-co ver stamp is explicitly dated, that is, when the CDS with full date is
struck on the stamp. Such is the well-known case for a copy of Scott US #63 which bears
the earliest recorded dat e of August 17, 186 1 for the I¢ 1861 issue, relying upon the
explicit circular date stamp from Baltimore, Mary land. Richard Graham used this exa mple
in di scu ssing various aspects of "The Earl ie st Known Use." ) He also stressed the
desirability of such dated stamps existing on covers that might further validate the cance l
usage dates as indicated by the stamp in question.

Moreo ver , reco rds o f canc e lla tion use dates ca n sometime s be employed to
advantage , allowing inference of the likely use date for a partic ular stamp. For exa mple,
the "earliest know n or recorded" and the "latest known or reco rded" lise of a cancel can
bracket the probable use dates of a stamp. While this type of indirect refere nce dating may
not be definiti ve (e.g. , the stamp may bear an exceptional use of the cancel in question far
outside the rec orded known range of use), it is at least indicat ive, if stat istics are a
measur e, of a ti me per iod of prob abl e use. When the reco rded ca nce l use dates are
employed to date an off-cover stamp, but no date is explic itly struc k on the item in
question, the authors have taken the liberty to coin the descript or "Earliest Indicated Use
(BIU)" or " Lates t Ind icated Use (LIU)" in describing the usage date ranges. Th ese
recorded cancel use dates are taken to indicate that the stamp was probably used in that
same range of da tes based on best availa ble, albeit sometimes tangential, information.

Case Study -New York City Square Grid Cancels
Figures I and 2 introduce selected New York City (NYC) ca ncels which , whe n

combined with the inform ation that follow s in the next few paragraphs, will be used to
illustrate or develop the foregoi ng poin ts. Show n in Figure I is a poor to fine strike of an
NYC I I-bar square grid in black used on an 185 1 12¢ stamp, Scott # 17 (plate position
93L1). It is on the characteri stic stiffer linen paper of the earliest 12¢ printin gs that also

'Richard B. Graham, "The Earliest Known Use," The American Philatelist, Vol. 86, No.5
(May 1972) , pp. 423-24, 442.
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Figure 1. NYC 11-bar square grid
in black on 1851 12¢ stamp, Scott
#17 (plate position 93l1)

Figure 2. NYC 11-bar grid cancel on 1851 3¢ stamp,
cover postmarked August 7, 1851

has a sligh t ribbed appearance. Th is is indicative of the earliest 185 1 del ivered stamps but
not sufficient to be definitive as to any specific date. Similar strikes of the II -bar grid in
black on an 1851 3¢ stamp are shown in Figure 2 (cropped, cover postmarked August 7,
1851). Better defin ed, more representative strikes used on the 1851 3¢ stamp are shown in
Figure 3 (cropped, cove r postm arked August I, [1851 ]) and on the I¢ 185 1 shown in
Figure 4 (dated July 23, 1851). The II -bar black grid is not rare on the 1851 I¢ or 3¢
stamps, but its use on the 1851 12¢ stamp, at least based on examples recorde d, is rare .
Seve ral a~pects of the NYC II-bar cance l's use, nature and occurrence were discussed by
Skinner: Skinner not ed th at th e II-bar sq uare grid of NYC has been mi st ak enl y
ca tegorized with other square grid ca ncels from New York , notably the 13-bar black grid
which will be discussed shortly. Indeed, square gr id cance ls are known from other cities,

;

but those have their own characteristics and characteristic time periods of use.

Figure 3. NYC 11-bar grid cancel on
1851 3¢ stamp, cover postmarked
August 1, [1851)

Figure 4. NYC 11-bar grid cancel on 18511¢ stamp,
dated July 23, 1851

'Hubert C. Skinner, "Early Cancellations of New York City: Part I 1842- 1852." Chronicle,
Vol. 47, No. 3 (Whole No. 167)(August 1995), pp. 171-78.

Thoma s J. Alexander , Simpson's U. S. Postal Markings 1851-1 86 1 (Co lumbus, Ohio: U.S.
Philatelic Clas sics Society. Inc., 1979), pp. 127-53.
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Shown in Figure 5 is an examp le of the NYC 13­
bar grid ( 18mm x 18mm) in black used on a cover
postm arked J uly 14 [1851], based on the int ern al
dateline. Its shape and overall appearance are rather
typical of a very fine strike of this cancel. Shown in
Figure 6 is the ca nce l used on a strip of 3 1851 I¢
stamps. Note the wavy appearance of the individual
bars. This is not an uncomm on variation for the 13-bar
NYC cancel. The "waviness" is not always evident in
cancels from the first week or two of July 1851. These
inconsistencies in examples probably occur because the
cancels from this short time period are from multiple

Figure 5. NYC 13-bar grid cancel on handstamps, which would certainly be expected at the
cover postmarked July 14, [18511 New York Post Office given its size and activity

demands. Shown in Figure 7 is a 13-bar cancel in red
on the I¢ 1851. Note that the end "triangles" or "caps" in Figures 5, 6 and 7 are fair ly
distinctive (if the cancel is well struck) and slightly rounded, but also pointed. It has been
hypothesized by the late Creighton Hart, one of the great students of the 1847 stamps, that
the NYC IS-bar red grid (see example shown in Figure 8), eventually wore down to yield

4 •

the 13-bar cancel that became so common. Presumably this cancel's use would then carry
over into usages on the 185 1 series. While this wear may have bee n expected and may
have occurred on some devices, close examination of the end caps or triangles on either
the IS-bar or 13-bar cancels and their distinctive shape and thickness leads us to the final
conc lusion. Th e observation that the wear which wo uld have had to occur out of the
horizontal plane of the bars to affect the end caps and would not likely yield a distinct or a
"s harp st rike" at the co rners of the cance ls (especially both corners at once) see ms to
refute the notion that wear of the IS-bar cance ls gave rise to the I 3-bar ca nce ls. Both
II -bar and 13-bar grids measure quit e close to l Smrn x 18mm thoughout the 1851 use
period with litt le if any varia tion, in co ntrast to the IS-bar grid which is slightly larger.
Moreover, the authors believe there are likely severa l varieties of the NYC squa re grids,
especially of the 13-bar grid. This area needs more study given these cancels' probable value
to off-cover postal history.

Figure 6. NYC 13-bar grid cancel on strip of 31851 1¢ stamps

'Creighton C. Hart, " 1847 Covers From New York City," Chronicle, Vol. 30, No. 1 (Whole
No. 97)(February 1978), p.24.
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Figure 7. NYC 13-bar grid cancel in
red on 1851 1C stamp

Figure 8. NYC 15-bar red grid cancel

Some Post June 30, 1851, Record ed Dates of Use for the NYC 11 an d 13-Bar Grids
Th e 13-bar grid was a holdover from use on 1847 stamps as evidenced by its

occasional appearance on ear ly uses of the 1851 ser ies. Early uses of the red 13-bar grids
on the 1851 ser ies are noted in Christie 's Gru nin sale (3/25/87), lot # 1 (3 x I¢) dated July
1,1 851, lot # 15 (I x 3¢) dated July I, [185 1], lot # 16 (I x 3¢) dated July 3, [ 1851] and lot
#32 of Grunin Part IV, dated July 2, [1851] . _

Ashbrook reported a black square grid on a manu scr ipt dated circular [July I, 185 1].'
It is not known if this was the actu al mailing date or wheth er an II-bar or 13-bar grid
cancel was used . Thi s is an exa mple of a relatively inconclusive indicator derived from
canc el use information, i.e., notin g an intern al cover date, not definit ively a mailing date,
and referencing an ill-defined cancel which, if better defined, might have been used to
place the actual cover date of use more accurately. Chase reported a July 3, 1851 use of a
black square grid fro m NYC." We presume the latter is a 13-bar grid but cannot confi rm
this cance l type. Dr. B.R. Tilden reported a July 3, 185 1, black 13-bar New York grid on a
3¢ pa ir cover.

7

Th e aut hors have ad ditiona l 13- bar b lack examp les co nf irmed and
docu mented for Ju ly 3, 5(4 examples), 6, 7, 8, 10, I I, 12, 14(3), 15, 16, 17(3) and 18. At
this time the earliest confirmed use of any black 13-bar NYC grid is July 3, 1851, and the
latest use is July 20, 1851 (in the Frajola sale of 5/16/92, lot 459.) These recorded dates of
use indicate to us that off-cover stamps with these cancels would probably have been used
in or near this date range.

'Stanley B. Ashbrook , The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857, Vol. II (New York:
H.L. 't,indquist, 1938), p. 11 4.

Carroll B. Chase, The 3¢ Stamp of the United States 1851-1857 Issue, rev. ed. (Lawrence,
Mass' :

7
Quarterm an Publications, Inc., 1975), p. 347.
Tracy W. Simpson , "New York 13-Bar Squ are Grid in Black" , Chronicl e. Vol.2 I. No.1

(Whole No.6 1) (February 1969). p.16.
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Figure 9. Only recorded copy
of NYC 13-bar grid cancel on
1851 12¢ stamp (in black ink)

Earliest Indicated Use for Scott #17
Shown in Figure 9 is our only recorded example

of the NYC 13-bar grid on the 185 1 12¢ stamp. It is in
black ink. The bar dimensions, inter-bar distances and
the slight wav iness in the bar shape are all present and
are cha rac te ris tic of thi s NY C cance l. Th e stamp is
fairl y stiff and charac ter istic of the linen paper used in
th e ear ly printing peri od . Th e can cel wo uld th en
"indicate" that the stamp was likely used between the
dates of Jul y 3 and Jul y 20, 185 1. Th is wo uld make
th is item th e Earlies t Indicat ed Use (E IU) of thi s
s ta mp . Th e Ea rlies t Known Use (E KU) or Ea rl ies t
Docu mented Use (EDU) - the latter being perhaps the
more acc urate description - of this stamp is August 4,
1851 , on a cover fro nt from Brattleboro , Vermont. It
has long been a curiosi ty why such a large city as New
York had not produced some surviving, verifiable early

usages of the 12¢ stamp. Perhaps the stamp in Figu re 9 is ju st such an early usage.
Usage out side the Jul y 3-20, 185 1 period is less likely but , of co urse, possibl e. If it is
earlier than Jul y 3, we have the remar kable circumstance of an EKU of the stamp and
of the cancel (in black ink) that was used on it. If the use of the sta mp is later than July
20, then it is the Latest Indicated Usage (LIU) of the subject ca ncel and a presumed
very ear ly use of the 12¢ stamp, sti ll probably in July 1851 , based on recorded uses to
date.

NY ll-Bar Use Dates and a Surprise
The earliest date we have for a co nfirmed black II -bar NYC grid is Jul y 17, 1851

(see Figure 10), with other recorded Jul y uses on Jul y 19, 2 1, 22, 23, 25, 26 and 30,
1851 . The latest II -bar grid rec ord ed by Ch ase was December II , 1851 , with ju st
occasio na l examp les after mid-Au gu st 1851 , of which we have co nfirme d severa l
examples ourse lves. Lot 1185 in the Siege l sale of February 27-28, 2003, was a folded
letter addressed to NYC with a 3¢ 1851 stamp cance led by the II -bar grid. The interna l
Philadelphia dateline is December 17, 1851. We ass ume the cance l was applied on or
about Decem ber 18. This is the latest recorded use of this ca nce l in the 185 1 time
period.

Th e II -bar NY C grid is kn own used as a ca nce lla tion device on a Ca nada
cross-borde r cover in October 1851 , and on othe r mails into New York, such as the
above exa mple from Philadelphia, whe re the stamp had not received the ori gin atin g
city 's ca nce l. The authors recentl y discovered a very late example of what appears to be
the NYC l l -b ar grid in the Kenneth Kut z mining postal hist ory sa le by Andrew
Leavitt , Nutmeg Sa le No . 25, p. 107. Th e subject lot 1761 was a printed c irc ula r
origi nati ng in NYC with a printed intern al date of 1853, destinat ion Wind sor, Vermont.
The dimensions ( 18mm x 18mm) and other characteristics of this very clear l l -bar grid
fit all the characteristics of the NYC grid used in 1851 (cropped image in Figure II ).
This may be a rare, sta tistica lly "o utlying" use of a handstamp that just happened to be
availab le. Based on the evidence we have seen to date, we bel ieve this was likely the
case, and , currently, it is the only exa mple we have of thi s cancel later than the cove r
datelin ed December 17, 1851. However, as new information is revealed about cancels
and their explici t use dates, no matt er what the source or venue, old conclu sion s must
sometimes be recon sidered .
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Figure 10. NYC 11-bar grid cancel on 1851 dated July 17, 1851 (earliest date recorded)

Figure 11. NYC 11-bar grid cancel used to
mail 1853-dated circular, from Kenneth
Kutz sale (Nutmeg Sale No. 25, p. 107)

Figure 12 . NYC 13 -bar black grid
cancel on 1847 5C orange, Scott #1c
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Putting Cancel and Date Kno wledge to Work - The Transition from the 1847 to the
1851 Series

While one of the authors (JAA) was working on this article, an interes ting stamp was
disco vered. It is pictured in Figure 12. First impressions would lead one to describe it as a
Scott # 1 with a fairly heavy black grid cance l (by 1847 standards) . The author became
very interested in this beca use of several facto rs, not the least that the cancel was the NYC
13-bar black grid:

1. The NYC 13-bar grid transitioned to black from red the firs t week in July 1851,
based on recorded covers. Whil e black cance ls on the 5¢ 1847 gradually became more
common in 1850 and 1851, and typically these were circular grids, this was not at all true
for NYC.

2. A qu ick chec k of 10 major 1847 collec tions of the past reveal ed , am azin gly
enough, no examp les of the New York 13-bar black grid used on the 5¢ or 10¢ 1847 on or
off-cover. Addit iona lly, in his 1847 issue census book, Alexander lists more than 2500
covers posted in NYC and states the following, " . .. black was not used for either the
townmarks or cancels before the end of the 1847 period. " A review of all 1791 NYC 1847
5¢ covers in the same census revealed not a single black square grid used as a cancel.

3. With the introduction of the 1851 stamps, the 1847 stamps were offic ia lly
demonet ized . Therefore this stamp should be considered a demonetized usage based on
the reco rded date range of the NYC square grids. Th ese dem oneti zed 1847 uses are
relatively scarce, regardless of the cance l type.

4. During the 1847 to 1851 series transition period, the New York Post Office was a
very busy place. The 1847 series stamps were being supplied and consumed at a high
level. New York had rece ived over 20% of all 1847 5¢ stamps delivered.

9
Because of this

great real- time consumption of stamps, the author (JAA) assumed some correlation of the
colors con tained in the various deliveries of the 5¢ stamp and their subsequent use dates.

5. The last two del iveries of 5¢ 1847 stamps were the ones that co nta ined the
majority of the orange co lor variations . Specifically, the December 1850 (fifth) printing
produced the broadest range of orange related colors. These are generally categorized as
Scott # Ib for the orange brown or brown orange shades and Scott # I¢ for the rare orange
and red-orange shades .

6. Th e 13-bar black ca nce l on the stamp, based on all that we have present ed ,
indicated to the author a very late use of the 5¢ 1847, making it much more likely to be
from the fifth printing and one of the rare colors. However, the author was not in a position
to accurately determine the color of the stamp.

The subject stamp was acquired based on the above information and has since been
analyzed by Wade Saadi , an 1847 spec ialist and 1847 section editor for The Chronicle, and
determined to be Scott #I c, one of the rare orange shades . This is an example of how the
"ind icated use period" concep t can be usefully applied.

Summary
Verifiab le 1851 uses of the 12¢ 1851 sta mp are very few in number. Related

on-cover cancella tion info rmation, in this case for the 13-bar and l l -bar NYC square grid
ca ncellations, served as an important means to narrow the dates of probabl e use of
off-cover stamps bearing these cancels. The authors would note that quality on-cover date
informat io n is th e ulti mat e ver i fica t io n of use d at es o f s ta m ps and can no t be

8
Thomas J. Alexander, The United States 1847 Issue: A Cover Census (Austin, Texas: U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society, lnc., 200 I), p. 382.
"Ibid., p. 380.
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overemphasized. Whi le datin g off-cover stamps will always have its limitations, it can
have great value. Quality co llec tion of information on cancel dates can continue to
improve the value of the approaches outlined. We hope this artic le has demonstrated how
the know ledge of cancels can have value well beyond collecting cancels for the cancel's
sake alon e. Just as the authors have discovered some new things in this research and
perhaps challenged some previous reports, they hop e othe rs will bring forward new
inform ation to do the same with this work.

We invite all contributions of new information impacting the recorded uses, use dates
and cancel s on 1851 I¢, 3¢, and 12¢ stamps, particularly from NYC.
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1851-1861 PERIOD
HUBERT C. SKINNER, Editor
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1C FRANKLIN 1851-57, PLATE 12, POSITION 46L12, TYPES III AND iliA
TRANSCRIPT BY JAY KUNSTREICH, RESEARCH BY RICHARD CElLER

Plate 12 was the last plate made for the 1851-57 I¢ stamp. It was made arou nd the
end of 1860, and was in use for less than a year. The plate consisted of two lOx I0 panes of
100 stamps, side by side, separa ted by a vertical dividing (or center) line. The transfer roll
used to make this plat e had three different reliefs on it, designated by philatelists as reliefs
A, B and C. Reliefs A and B produced Type II stamps (Sco tt #20), and relief C produ ced
Type I stamps (Scott # 18). .

Posit ion 46 L 12 is an anomaly and does not matc h any of the three reliefs. Th is
position has a wide break in the bottom line, a fairly co mplete plume orna men t at lower
left, and incomplete top ornaments. This position is classi fied as either a Type IlIa stamp
with the bottom line broken or, on late impressions, a Type III stamp with both top and
bottom lines broken .

In an attempt to confirm the iden tifica tion of a suspec ted 46L 12 stamp cut in at the
botto m, a very de tai led study of the design ele men ts of plate 12 reliefs was undertaken .
The hope was to try to find con sistent minor design difference s in the reliefs tha t mig ht
lead to additiona l means of ide ntification.

This article presents the results of that study. It presents a detailed examinatio n of the
three Plate 12 reliefs and 46L 12, and a new theory of how 46L 12 may have originated .

Wh en refe rring to various part s of the stamp design, the diagram below (Figure 8-A,
on page 33 of Neinken's 1972 I¢ book ) will be used.

Left lbp Ornaments

~~ \u\v\ TfP ui
," . .

=-~....
'Mortimer L. Neinken, The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851 to 1861 ([United States]:

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., 1972).
284 Chronicle 208 I Nove mber 2005 I Vol. 57, No.4



Extended
Lower Lines
In Left Plume
Ornament

Wide Break
in Bottom
Line

As will be seen, the features indicated above do not match any of the three reliefs of
Plate 12. Neinken comments on and illustrates position 46L 12 as a B relief in his book on
pages 495 and 507, respectively, and concludes it cannot be a B relief stamp.
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The T hree Plate 12 Reliefs
(The enlarge me nts of the bottom corners show key features that wi ll be referred to in

th is article.)
Relief A, Type II: The A relief occ urs only on the top row of the plate, 20 positions

in all. It is a Type II stamp with unbroken top and bottom lines, shortened bottom corner
plumes and missing bottom ball ornaments. The side ornaments are essen tially co mplete.

:t,;,....'1 l' -""~ .. ·......,. rJ.
Position 6L12,

Relief A

I Ornament R

Ornamen t F

Ornament G

I Ornament H

Ornament Q
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Relief B, Type II: The B relief occurs onl y in the body of the plat e, normally row s
2, 4, 6 and 8, but the left pane has many exceptions to this pattern. It is also a Type II
stamp and is similar to the A relief, with a few minor distinctions (the top left ornaments
are not as complete as in the A relief, and both lower scrolls are slightly shorte r than tho se
of the A relief).

Positions 16L12,
Rel iefB

OrnamentQ

+---1 Ornament R

OrnamentG

OrnamentF

I OrnamentH
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Relief C, Type I: Th e C relief is a Type I stamp and normally occurs in rows 3, 5, 7,
9 and 10. Th e left pan e has man y exce ptions to this pattern , with the C relief sometimes
occ urr ing in rows 4 , 6 and 8. Th e C relief close ly resembles the origina l die design in that
all orname nts are co mplete at the top and bottom , exce pt for the top left corner which is
missing its top line.

Position 26L12,
ReliefC

UI:.·...--+1Ornament R

•.~ .~!.....-+I Ornament Q

Orname nt G

IOrnament H

IOrnament F
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Additional Features Found on the Three Reliefs
This study has identified some additional minor differences between the three reliefs.

A few of the tiny ornaments at the edges of the design, parti cularly at the sides near the
bottom , are not identi cal on each rel ief. Th ese differen ces are most not iceable on
Ornament H on the left side, and Ornament R on the right side.

2

During the manufacture of the 3-re lief tran sfe r roll, some of the edge ornaments
became shortened. However, this shortening was a bit different on each relief, and thus
there are additional subtle charac teristics to look for when identi fying the reliefs.

It is important to be aware that individual positions on the stamp plate often have
their edge s slightly weakened or shortened in the plate manufacturing proc ess and thus can
be less complete than the design on the transfer roll. In additio n, plate wea r tends to
weake n the edges of the stamp design over time. One has to study many stam ps from eac h
of the reliefs to determine whether a particular part of the design may actually have been
shortened on the relief, or merely on a particular position.

The key point is that if a certain ornament was shortened on the relief, an entry on
the plate from that relief can never have that particular ornament more fully complete than
it was on the relief. The plate manufacture process or plate wear can further shorten such
an ornament, but can not make it more complete.

The discussion below will focus on three areas, which we will ca ll: the "Ornament H
Upper Curve," the "Ornament R Upper Bud," and the "Ornament R Lower Bud." Each of
these orna ments was shortened on only one of the three reliefs. Additionally, a fragment of
the left full plume will be compared.

OmamentH
UpperCurve

Left Full
Plume
Fragment

ABC 46L12

On relief B, the "Ornament H Upper Curve" has a faint second curve of shading just to its left.
There is almost no trace of this second curve on Reliefs A, C or 46L12 . There is a very faint "Left
Full Plume Fragment" on reliefs A and B. This fragment is strong on 46L12 and Relief C.

2Thus, on a Plate 12 stamp which has the perforations cut into the bottom, these additional
characteristics help identify whether a stamp is Type I or Type 11 , even when the bottom of the
design is not visible.
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46Ll 2cBA

Ornament
f,~ .....--l R Lower

Bud

Ornament
.~r-~.+~ R Upper

Bud

The "Ornament R Upper Bud" is complete on Reliefs A and B, but the right edge of it is
missing on Relief C and 46L12. The "Ornament R Lower Bud" is nearly complete on
Reliefs A and C and 46L12, but the right edge of it is far less complete on Relief B, the
"hook" to the right is missing.

H upper curve
Plume Fragment
R upper bud
R lower bud

Th ese charac teristics are summarized in the following table:
Relief A Relief B Relief C

no shadow shadow no shadow
fain t faint stro ng
co mplete complete incomplete
complete incomplete co mplete

46L12
no shadow
strong
incomplete
complete

The tab le demonstrates that the only plate 12 relief that pos ition 46L1 2 agrees with,
is the C Reli ef, and clearly not the B Relief.

What Relief is Position 46LI Z'!
O ver the years, this po si tion has been stud ied by man y knowledgeable stamp

peop le -E ll io t P erry, M ort Ne inke n a nd Jero me Wagsh al to nam e a few. Th e ir
conclusions we re that since the relief from this position is quite different from all other B
Reliefs from Plate 12 (principally, the left plume is far more complete at the bottom than a
normal B reli ef), that perhaps the siderographer picked up the Plate II Relief T (top row)
tran sfer ro ll in error and made a single entry in position 46L 12.

To test this theory, a Plate I I T relief has been added to the illustrations below. As can
been see n, it has a "complete" upper bud of Ornament R which does not match position
46L 12, while the lower bud of Orn ament R does have a matchin g complete lower bud.

The charac teristics on the left side of the design of 46L 12-the lack of shadow on
the upper curved line of orna me nt H and the more distinct plume fragment- onl y show on
46 L 12 and are closely matched by a Relief C stamp. The character istics on the right sides
of the design of 46 L 12, the incom plete upper bud of Ornament R and the complete lower
bud of Ornament R also co nform to those found on a Reli ef C stamp (that has been
"erased" at top and bottom ).
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Relief A ReliefB Relief C 46LJ2 ReliefT Plate 11

Re lief A ReliefB Relief C 46LI2 ReliefT Plate II

Conclusion
Thus, the conclusion is sugges ted that posit ion 46Ll2 is an underlying C re lief

which, for reasons unknown, was severely shortened at the top and bottom after being
entered on the plate .

As well , by focusing on the newly found salient fea tures and their distingui shing
character istics and differences, it is our hope that identification of Plate 12 stamps in
general, and positio n 46L12 in particular, will become more of an exact endeavor.

As Mort Nienken's work has added and thus improved upo n the legendary work
started by Stanley Ashbrook, we hope this study has done the same.
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1861-69 PERIOD
MICHAEL C. McCLUNG, Editor
UNUSUAL PRISONER OF WAR COVERS FROM ALEXANDRIA
MICHAEL C. MCCLUNG

Figure I shows two covers, each addressed to " Mr. W.B. Greene/Prisoner of
War/S ickel 's Barracks Ward C/Al exandria/Va." On e also reads, "Ca re of the Offi cer in
Com ." They are postmarked at Alexandria on March 20 and 27 [1865]. At first glance,
these appear to be letters written to a Confederate POW. Gal en Harrison, in his excellent

I
work Prisoners ' Mail fro m the American Civil War, wro te that both Confederate prisoners
and Federal parole es were held in Alexandria, but he did not record Sickel's Barracks as
one of the camps. He reported that there are no known Confederate prisoner letters and
four known parolee letters from Alexandria, which was under Federal control throughout
the war.

Figure 2 shows a third cover from this correspondence. It has the same ori gin al
address and an Alexandria postmark of April I , but it was forwarded to Raymond, New
Hampshire. Thi s certainly cast s doubt on the noti on th at th ese we re letters to a
Confederate prisoner, since there were no POW cam ps in Raymond during the Civil War.
However, the Raymond Historical Society website tell s us that a Will iam B. Greene was a
native of Raymond and is listed in the town's roster of Civil War veterans. Greene was a
me mber of Co mpany G, 2

nd

United States Sharpshooters, Ar my of the Potomac fro m
December 1861 until the end of the war. Th is turned out to be more than a coincidence.

Wh ile doing the research to learn the above information , I was surpr ised at my good
fortune to find that a book had been wri tte n abo ut the Civil War letters of thi s sa me
Willi am B. Greene. The book is titled Letters f rom a Sharpshooter.2 It is 329 pages long
and was available online at a nominal price.

Willi am Greene was a very prolific writer, and he received letters from a variety of
friends, famil y memb ers and acqu aintances. Although the book is filled with tran scripts of
hundreds of letters to and from William Greene, it is far from complete. There are obvious
gaps in the chronology, where the letters were lost, destroyed or withheld from the book .
The contents of the covers in Figures I and 2 are not in the book, but there is one letter
from Sickel 's Barracks, which Greene also referred to as Sickel's Hospi tal. It is da ted
March 8, 1865, and in it Greene informed his mother that he had been very sick with the
"Brain Fever." On April 2, he left for home on a 30 day "s ick furl ough" - this is why the
cove r, dated April I , was forwarded to Raymond . Figure 3 is a copy of Greene 's furlough
recommend ation . He was mustered out without returning to duty, as the Army of the
Potomac was disbanded after Lee 's surrender on April 9. Figure 4 is a picture of Private
William B. Greene.

So, why were the covers addressed to a "Priso ner of War?" It seems that Private
Greene had a problem with attendance. The letters in the book indicate that he had been
arrested at least four times for being AWOL. Figure 5 shows a copy of an 1863 reward
voucher for capture of Wm. Greene, "deserter fro m the Mil itary se rvice of the United

'Galen D. Harrison, Prisoners' Mail fro m the American Civil War (Dex ter, MI: G.D. Harrison
[Printed by Thompson-Shore Inc] [Newell , NC: Distributed and underwritten by the Co nfederate
Stamp Alliance], 1997).

' Letters from a Sharpshooter : the Civil War letters of Private William B. Greene, Co. G, 2nd
United State s Sharpshooters (Berdan's) Army of the Potomac, 1861-1865, transcribed by William
H. Hastings, Ist Historic Publications ed. (Belleville, WI: Historic Pub., 1993).
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Figure 1. Two covers addressed to W. B. Greene, Prisoner of War
294 Chronicle 208 I November 2005 I Vol. 57. No. 4



c

)

:J
I

/ .

Figure 2. Cover addressed the same as those in Figure 1, but forwarded to Raymond,
New Hampshire

Figure 3. Recommendation for Private Greene 's furlough
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Prt vat e William Green e Coorle.y 01FtJ)'mond lI islOOcdl Scoey

Figure 4. William B. Greene, Co. G 2
nd

U.S. Sharpshooters

States." Greene avo ided a co nviction of deserti on on this occasion, and was eve ntually
ret urne d to dut y. In a lett er da ted Februa ry 10, 1865, he wro te that he was aga in late
return ing from leave. So , Greene's stay in Sicke l's Barracks was not on ly as a patient, but
as a pri son er as well. I' ve fo und only a few ot her references to Sickel' s Barracks or
Sickel's Hospital. It ap pears that it was a hospit al for sick or wounded Union soldiers,
some of whom were under guard for desertion or other misconduct, and it was a branch of
the Second Division General Hospita l. The location of Sickel's Barracks is not known, but
it was probabl y nam ed afte r Colonel Horati o G. Sickel of Philadelphia and the 32

nd

Pennsylvan ia, who was Pro vost Marshall in Alexandria in 1862.
Apparently, while in Sic kel's Barracks, Greene had found a sympathetic doctor-or

one who was unaware of his record- to recommend his fur lough. According to a March
3 1 letter, datelined "Second Div. Gen . Hosp t.," the sharpshooter stated that he had to
"work sharp" in order for the furlough to go through. He urged his brother to tell no one of
his plans; he was afra id that anyone who knew of his prior transgressions would prevent
his furloug h. It seems less like he was applying for a furlo ugh and more like he was
plannin g a jail break.

The wr iter of the letter s, which were once enc losed in the covers ill ust rated in
Figures I and 2, is unknown . However, in the February 10 lett er, noted above, Greene
wrote that , while returning from leave, he met a young lady who was travel ing to Virginia
and who se brother had recentl y died in the war. He also mentioned trying to correspond
with her. It' s possible that she is the writer ; that would explain the Alexandria postmark
and the mourning enve lopes . D
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Figure 5. Reward voucher for capture of Greene in Wisconsin at a time when the rest of
his outfit was in Virginia
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1861-69 PERIOD
MICHAEL C. McCLUNG, Editor
THE POSTMARKS OF SHIP ISLAND, MISSISSIPPI: A CIVIL WAR ENIGMA
JAMES W. MILGRAM, M.D.

There are not many areas in Civil War postal history that involve controversy, but one
aspect that has elicited much interest concerns the postal usages found dur ing the New
Orleans campaign in 1862. The reason for this is two-fold. First, the Union troops under
General Benjamin F. Butler were staged for a land attack on a small island, Ship Island,
Mississippi, that lies near the mouth of the Mississipp i River. And while there the temporary
postmaster, John M.G. Parker, devised a number of provisional postmarks which are avidly
collected today, manuscripts, a straight line type, and a dated circle, each with different
periods of usage during March to June 1862. Parker is reported by General Butler as being
the Quartermaster of the Eastern Bay State Regiment, No. 2, Massachusetts Volunteers as of
December 20, 1861.

1
Butler later appointed him tempora ry postm aster (an illegal action

since only the Post Office Department can appoint postmasters).
But it is the postulati on by Richard B. Graham that the circular marking was taken to

New Orleans and used there on soldiers' letters for a period of time which has aroused the
controversy. This would be a highly unusual situation, a postmark with one name being
used at a different location . Grah am , in his articl e in The Ame rican Ph ilateli st of
December 1973, stated that the Post Office Department "sent a Spec ial Age nt with stamps,
new postmarki ng instruments and other supplies to New Orleans.. .. The earliest New
Orleans postmarked cover, seen by the writer, from the occ upation period, is of June 2,
1862.,,2 This information is repeated in Graham 's latest ar ticle on the subject in The
Chrollicl / Graham postu lated that the round Ship Islan d postmark was used at New
Orleans until about the end of May; later it was returne d to Ship Island. Graham reports
June I I as the latest date of usage. I show two ear ly uses as May I (two cert ified covers
fro m soldier u " Maine); Graham states that an April 30 usage exists. In a rep ort to
Brigadier General Shepley on April 30, 1862, Major General Butler describes moving
camp equipage of the regiments in New Orleans and provisions to the city. He also adds

• 4

"Let the postmaster transfer himself to near New Orleans."
The date that the Special Agent Major Robert Scott arrived at New Orleans has not

been found. But a newly discovered cover (Figure I) provi des some information on this
subject. This is a cover sent from a soldier of the 13

th

Co nnecticut Regiment (therefo re a
Union soldier) with the 3¢ 1857 stamp intended to pay postage. That stamp had been
demonetized (not good for Union postage) and it was not canceled. The cover was rated
with the well-known "3" postmark (l 2mm high) used at New Orlean s durin g the Union
occupation until the end of the war. But the postmark is dated May 23, 1862, showing that
this double circle New Orleans postmark was in use by this new early date. The markin g
also ties a patriotic label to the envelope.

Figure 2 shows the circular Ship Island postm ark on an entire with May 6 date ; the
enclosed soldier's letter on patriotic lettersheet has the same date. Th is is the sa me date as

IOfficial Records Army, III, 1.
2Richard B. Graham, " 186 1- 1865 Postal History of Ship Island, Mississipp i," American

Philatelist. Vol. 87, No. 12 (Whole # 875)(December 1973), pp. 1077-79 .
3Richard B. Graham, "Ship Island, Miss issippi, an Update and a New Marking," Chronicle.

Vol. 37, No.3 (Whole No. 127)( August 1985). , pp. 184-90.
'Official Records Army, I, 6, p. 717.
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Figure 1. "NEW ORLEANS LA MAY 23 1862" postmark with " 3" on cover bearing old
stamp not recognized as good for postage, also patriotic flag label, a new earliest known
usage of occupation period postmark.
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Figure 2, "SHIP ISLAND MISS MAY 6" postmarked 3¢ entire with letter showing same
date and Ship Island origin.
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the cover shown by this writer in the November 1983 issue of The American Philatelist.
5

So there is no doubt about the postmark being on Ship Island at this date. But May 6 is
also the date of several of the second period man uscript covers. Ma y 5 and Ma y 10
manuscript usages are also in my collection, and Graham report s May 12 as the latest date
of these. One of these manuscript May 6 cove rs shown to the wri ter by Van Koppersmith
encloses an unused Confederate "New Orleans, La." post office waybill. T he writer had
dated it "May 5" (the 1862 is printed) and ment ions he has onl y Co nfederate money and
stamps and cannot prepay postage. The letter appears to be missing.. Since he writes on an
unused waybill, he must have obtained it at the New Orleans post office (where he wou ld
also have found Confederate money and stamps) . Since the letter was not post marked until
the following day, I think this sugge sts that the postmarking was not done at the New
Orleans post office where the note on this souvenir was wri tten . However, the delay could
have bee n for other reasons such as to obtain the adj utant 's sig na ture to certify it as a
soldier' s letter.

Figure 3. "Ship Island Miss May 6" in manuscript. different obliterated postmark of May
5 with payment in cash. no stamps available. Letter dated at New Orleans May 5.1862.

A second letter, collection of Bruce Hazelton, was written at St. Charles Hotel May
5, 1862 and was postmarked in manu script "Ship Island May 6 Paid 3" (Figure 3). Thi s
cover also bears a manuscript "Ship Island May 5 1862" which is crosse d out. Both
postma rks are in different handwritings and differ also from that of the address. I have a
third cove r without letter certified by " J.P. Cleaveland Chaplain Mass. 3D" with "Soldiers
Letter" wr itten by the se nder. Th is unit wa s in New Orlean s at the time, but it is
postmarked manuscript "3" and "Ship Island Miss May 5." Interestingly, it was rerated to
"4 cents" due in Philadelphi a where it was delivered to a spec ific stree t address by a mail
carrier. So if the practice sugges ted by Graham is true, it prob ably began on May 5, 1862

5James W. Milgram, M.D., "The Ship Island, Mississippi, Circular Cancellation," American
Philatelist, Vol. 97, No. I I (Whole # 994)(November 1983), pp.1 005-06.
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with manu script usages . A May 10 circular marking is found with a 10 mm. high "3" on
the cover with a matching letter datelined "Ship Island May 10th 1862," so the circular
marking was still at Sh ip Island on that date.

I have photocopi es from Bruce Hazelton of a cover with enclosed letter postm arked
with the circular "SHIP ISL AND MISS MAY 23", the same date as the cover in Figure I
with the earli est known New Orl ean s postmark. The letter was writte n at New Orlean s the
day before, May 22, and is prepaid with stamps so no officer had to certify it. The letter
describes his receiving mail that morning dated May I from New London , Connecticut.
Th e soldier was doin g guard dut y at the Customs House in New Orleans. Co uld the letter
have been taken to Ship Island or was it postmarked in New Orlean s? Ship Island is 40
miles fro m New Orleans, so I am of the belief it was postmarked at New Orlean s. But if
se nt from New Orl ean s, why not use the new postm ark device that is prove d to have bee n
there on this date? I don 't have a goo d reason as to why there were two different markings
used the same day.

Ce rtainly the "3" due markin g on covers with the Sh ip Island circular postmark is
sma ller than the " 3" on the New Orlean s cover in Figure I (see Figure 4). May 30 and
May 3 1 usages show a new "Due 3" in ova l handstamp . Thi s is not a marking I have see n
fro m New Orleans where the big "3" was used. The date the Ship Island circular marking
was returned to Ship Island is not ce rtain, but Jun e usages are probably from Ship Island .

,.' " ~.".
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ENF ORCEMENT OF THE LAWS. .
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Figure 4. "SHIP ISLAND MISS MAY 3" on patriotic cover with the smaller "3" for
soldier's postage due.

Anoth er interesting usage is in the author's co llection. It is a cove r with the circular
marking we ll-s truc k with May 28 date tying two 3¢ stamps to North Granville, N.Y. But it
a lso bears "Fort Pike La. May 24 1862" across the top of the envelope like a pos tmark, in
hand writ ing different from that of the letter the writer (however there are no manusc ript
marks on the stamps) . Whil e the letter carried by this cover is gone, an earli er letter from
the writer on May 4 , 1862 is present. That letter read s in part:
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Figure 5. Inverted "SHIP ISLAND MISS" straight line postmark without manuscript date
on 3¢ 1861 stamp. Separate "JUN 5" handstamped date and sender's inscription "From
Ship Island". Latest known usage of straight line.

7 ' r

--­,
/

Figure 6. " SHIP ISLAND MISS. FEB 20" postmark ties 3¢ 1869 purple manuscript cancel
also. Earlier letter from writer shows him aboard U.S . Rev. Str. Wilderness at New
Orleans.
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Fort Pike La.
May 5, 1862

My dearest Sister
I thought when I wrote yo u two or three days ago at Ship Island that your next letter
wo uld have to be sent on to our regim ent at some other place , but I did not expec t it
wo uld be qui te so soon. I wrote yo ur letter at night May 2nd and the next day at II o'c
A.M . Co's B &C, a pall of Co.D and I were ord ered to go on board the Gunboat "New
London" for For t Pike. It is situated abou t forty mi les from Sh ip Island and thirt y from
New Orlean s.. .. We arri ved at the Fort all keyed up read y to mak e a charge on the
enemy bu t soon discovered that the Fort had been deserted the most of th e gun
carriages burned and all of the guns spike d. The mechanics were mustered and to day
they have unsp iked six. There is twenty eight guns in the Fort. The F0I1 is built of brick
larger and diffe rent style from FOl1 Massachu setts at Ship Island. It is on a small island
or marsh which is filled wi th snakes and alligat ors; the boys have grand sport shoo ting
them [letter includes draw ing of a Confederate flag found in a bag on a se ized vesse l]

Your broth er Daniel
So her e we have a late usage of the circular mark ing on a co ver from a location other

than New Orleans. It wo uld seem that the cover we nt back to Shi p Island for postm arking.
One unusu al usage is the double straight line with add itio nal "JUN 5" handstamp

(Figure 5). The illu strated cover says "From Ship Island" A second example of this Ju ne 5
handstamped usage has also been seen. But other than these two covers , the straight line
device was used ea rlier. Don Garrett found a double lined e.D.S. postmark from Ship
Island da ted Ju ly 17 (reported by Graham, 1985).

So where are we? The Ship Island pos tma rks were all used at Ship Island at tirst,
incl uding the circular ma rking. That mark ing was defin itely at Ship Island on May 10.
Manusc ript s with letters from New Orleans date from May 5. It is reasonable to postulate
the se were done at ew Orleans. Co vers with the circular mark ing and letters dat ed at
least a day earlier at ew Orl ean s or its surroundings also exist during a two to three week
period in late Ma y. Could such letters have been taken to Ship Island in a da y? Probably
not , but no letters are known with New Or leans contents and a Ship Island postmark on the
same day. Why no t? Knowin g now that the new post office age nt and his postm arks we re
in New Orleans on May 23 , why would any letter be postmarked with the Ship Island
postmark ing devices at New Orl eans after this date?

Sti II I fee l a ca se can be made that certain so ldie rs' letters bet ween Ma y 5 and
sometim e later in the month could have been handled by Ship Island per sonnel who used
ti rst a manuscript and then later the circular postmarks for a brief per iod of time. Absolute
proof is still missing.

Another new cover (Figure 6) estab lishes that a post oftice had been reestablished on
Ship Island in the post-war period. Post Office lists fro m 1866 and 1868 do not list th is
post oftice, but a Supplement con taining new offices opene d between Oc tober 20, 1867
and October 1869 contains its name in Harrison Co unty, Mississippi with W.e. Carroll as
postmaster. 0
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SPECIAL PRINTINGS
UNIQUE SET OF AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT SPECIAL PRINTINGS
WILLIAM E. MOOZ

The method by which clerks in the Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General
prepared sets of the 1875 special printings for sale was discussed in a previous articl e.' It
was shown that as one of the consequences of this method, sets of the stamps often were
made up of denomination s which were all from the same positions on the pane. As one
example of this, Figure 8 of that article illustrated a set of Agriculture stamps, all of which
are from position 9 1 except for the 12¢ denomination, and all of which had been removed
by scisso r cutting exce pt for the 12¢ stamp. Figure I of this article reproduces that earlier
illustration.

Figure 1. Set of 1875 Department of Agriculture Special Printing stamps, all from
Position 91 except 12¢ denomination

•·•••·••••·•···

Figure 2. 1875 Department of Agriculture Special
Printing stamp, 12¢ denomination, Position 91,
which appears to come from set shown in Figure 1

................····••..
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The previou s article postul ated that the set had originally been prepared by sc issor
cutting the co mple te se t, and that eac h denomination in the se t was from pos ition 9 1,
including the 12¢ stamp. It continued with the hypo thesis that when a customer wanted to
buy a single 12¢ stamp, the cle rk removed one from this set and so ld it. Later, when a
different cus tomer wanted a full set, the clerk replaced the missing 12¢ stamp with another
one , whic h, of co urse, was not from position 9 1. This implied that somewhere there was
the missing pos ition 9 1 stamp, ju st as somewhere there was the set of position 9 1 stamps
without the 12¢ denom inati on .

Recentl y the missing 12¢ stamp showed up on eBay, and it is illustrated in Figure 2.
The author co ntac ted the se ller to try to determine the origin of the stamp, but no useful
infor mation was obt ain ed . The stamp had simply been found in the remainders of a majo r
co llec tion which had been auctioned many years ago, probably in Europe. But the thesis
that the stamp had origi na lly been par t of the set shown in Figure I is proven to be correc t,
and the hypothesis that it was removed from the set and sold separately is also probably
correc t. 0

'William E. Mooz, "Scissor Cutting of the 1875 Special Printing Issues," Chronicle, Vol. 5 1. No.3

(Augus t I 999 )(Whole No. 183), pp. 169-206.
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OFFICIALS ET AL.
ALAN C. CAMPBELL, Editor

I

FOREIGN ENTRY AND ERASURE OF THE 1¢ EXECUTIVE
IN THE 6¢ STATE POSITION 11

GEORGE G. SAVERS
In his 1998 Chronicle article, ' Ralph Ebner documented the six positions in the first

column of the 6¢ State plate showing the underl ying foreign transfer of the 6¢ Executi ve.
2

These are position s 41, 5 I, 6 I , 7 I, 8 I and 9 I. On two separate occasion s in 2004, the
author purchased used copies of stamps from the first column of the 6¢ State plate, as
shown by their wide left margin. Both showed evidence of a double transfer unl ike that

Jc'ivc Stages In "~rasinJt An En~aved Plat e

I. Cross sect ion of a pordon of ft starnp plate show inl: eug rn vc d Jin es (ex:l/;,;erated '

which arc to be "erased."

2.. e mu sec t inn (I e t he pla tc after it h a . been " s toned. "

3. Cr nss Aeclion after it has been "scraped" to form n snuccr-ljke hollow. ( Note ho v
deep cnf.:ra" in~ at both outer e ,l /:e l . ti ll rem a ins ). Shown nlon nre the two pronJ:1 0
the cnl ipers uscd to mnrk the back of the plate to J:uide the workman in hammering

4 . C rou section showing how the hemmee-punches from the back nil up the hollo\
and force the "erased" section above the level of the plate's surface.

5. Cross sec tion of the plate Rfte r the " e rllsed" ForI ion hoa heen hurnished, Note ho,
th e remnants of th e former eng raving st il] remain when the "erasing" hAS not bee
perfectly completed. Unless the next trnnsCer relief lines no t strike t hese " remnants
thrv w ill orint ns " d nuhle rrnnsfers."

Figure 1. "Five Stages In Erasing An Engraved Plate: ' the illustrated explanation from
Ernest A. Kehr 's article, "Erasing a Stamp Plate."

I

Ralph Ebner, "The 6¢ State Foreign Entry Variety," Chronicle, Vol. 50, No. 2 (Whole No.
178)(May 1998), pp. 138-149.

'Copies of the approx imate ly 6 inch by 9 inc h enla rge d and annotated scans of these
positions, exce pt position 51, from the author's book, Departmentals Plate Varieties , are available
from the American Philatelic Research Library.
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pr evi ou sly described in posit ion s 4 1-9 1. Careful analysis o f the addi tional lines as
described below led the author to conclude the doubl e transfer represen ted remnant line s
fro m the hammer ing out and eras ing of a co mplete tran sfer of the I ¢ Exec utive. Thi s
process of eras ure is preci sely described and illu str ated in Ern est A. Kehr's article ,
"Erasing A Stamp Plat e," in The Essay-Proof Journal, Vol. 1,1944, pp. 11-13 . Thi s newl y
identified position shows a textbook example of the results of a hasty less-than-thorough
erasure , and Mr. Kehr's illustrations are included as Figure I to aid the student in
understanding the pro cess. Most double tran sfer s do not show ev ide nce of erasure as

1

ex treme as position I I '-
Th e discovery of a foreign entry is a rare and exciting eve nt, as they have been•ide ntified on only five di fferent U.S. postage stamps. The auth or's reporting of a second

source of foreign entry on this plate was initially greeted with some skepticism by other
specialists since it impli es a state of disorganization among the Co ntinental Bank Note Co.
s ide rog ra phe rs bordering o n chaos . Ho wever, th at v iew is co ns is te nt w ith other
information about the three month period in 1873 durin g which the production of Official
stamps began. While the previou sly described foreign entries on the 6¢ State plate were
identified la rgely ba sed on lines in the right and bottom margin s of the stamps, the
charac teristic lines of the foreign entry for position II are in the interior of the design. The
author has attempted to illu strate with two different graphics the identificati on of the
remnant lines of interest as part of the I¢ Executive design. Two facts should be obse rved
from Mr. Keh r's illustra tions. First, only the parts of the image that are the deepest, darkest
lines of the engraving bein g erased will survive the hamm erin g-out and erasing, and these
are not the edges of the lin es , but the bottom s. Second, the hammerin g di storts the
engrave d surface of the plate into a convex plan e, which distorts the original tlat plane
relationships of the design elements. Attempts to identify the source of the remn ant lines
using tran sparencies enlarged to scale were not successful until the author reali zed the
magnitude of the distorti ons caused by the hamm erin g-out proce ss.

Figure 2 is sca nned from a mint copy of the 6¢ Stat e position II , courtesy of Alfred
E. Staubus. Dr. Staubus also allowed the author to examine a high resolution TIFF scan of
the negative of the proof sheet photographed by Elliott Perry, by which this posit ion was
identified as position I I. Th e two dots in the body of the "6" and the cresce nt at the top
left corner are readily identifiable characteristic marks of this position and remnants of the
erased transfer. The several arro ws show some additi onal remnants. The curves labeled A,
Band C are most significant. Note the frame remn ants marked " F." These remnants of the
original I ¢ Executi ve fram e ex is t on all fou r sides of the 6¢ S tate desi.¥n which
demonstrates the stretching of the image during the hammering out proc ess. Figure 3
shows position II with the "fi nge rprint" curves at A, B, and C and a few others manually
enhanced . The e leme nts of the I¢ Executi ve design from whi ch the for eign transfer
remnant lines origin ate have been manually enhanced in the Figure 4 sca n of an "Atlanta"
scarlet proof of this design . Figure 5 shows an "Atlanta" black proof of the I¢ Executive in
which the parts of the design surrounding the lines of interest have been erased. Careful

' Mr. Kehr continues, "Ordinarily an erasure is so perfect that not a trace of the previously entered
design is visible, but in the 'old days' when lighting was not what it can be today, or even today, when a
plate must be rushed throu gh in a hurry, it is quite possible for a workman to do his job imperfectly
enough to allow engraved or transferred lines of the 'erased' entry, to remain visible because he had not
'stoned' or 'scraped' enough of the steel down. In such cases the philatelic student - I prefer the word
'student' rather than 'expert' - will find evidence of the double transfer or partially removed 'erasure'.". .

Ebner ,op. ctt., p. 149.
'The I¢ Exec utive image is in fact slightly smaller than the 6¢ State image .
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Figure 2. 6C State position 11 contrast enhanced scan showing remnant lines from the
partially erased 1C Executive foreign transfer including frame lines at "F" and the
"fingerprint" lines at "A," "8" and " C."
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Figure 3. 6¢ State position 11 scan showing the manually enhanced remnant lines
including the 1¢ Executive "fingerprint" lines at "A," "8" and "C."
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Figure 4. 1C Executive"Atlanta" Trial Color Proof in scarlet scan showing the manually
enhanced origins of the remnant lines in the 6C State position 11. The curve at "A" is the
bottom of the dark shading line around the top left corner ornament. The curve at "B" is
the bottom of the dark shading line below the top of the left value ribbon. The curve at
"C" is the bottom of the dark shading line underneath the top of the ornament at the
bottom right corner. Other remnants originate from the bottoms of dark shading lines
and dots in the 1C Executive design.
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exa mina tion of all of the contemporary Bank Note stamp de sign s, both regular and
Official, show the curves marked A, Band C exist only on the I¢ Exec utive at tho se
loca tions. Curve A is the heavy shading line of the corner circle ornament. Curve B is the
heavy shading line of the bottom part of the value ribbon above the word "ONE." Curve C
is the heavy shading line at the bottom of the ornament above the value ribbon in the
bottom right corner. No te that the long unlabe led curve in the upper right quadrant throu gh
"DEP" is a rem nant of the top of the ribbon containing "EXECUTIVE" and is common to
the five values of that offic e. Some smaller cur ves are similarly displayed to show their
origin in the I¢ Exec utive design.

Still, the question rem ained as to why position II should show a forei gn transfer.
The author has recent ly been fortunate to find a copy of the 6¢ Sta te identifi ed as position
I using the aforeme ntioned sca n of the Perr y proof negative. Thi s stamp is show n as
Figure 6. A very few remn ant markings on this stamp, and in particular what appears to be
a remnant of curve A in the sa me locati on as that of positi on II , lead the author to
conc lude that po siti on I contain s a much more thorough ly erased image of the I¢
Exec utive. Note that the four areas of interest of position I are out side the 6¢ State design
on all four sides and therefore indica tive of a hammering-out erasure. Th is is consistent
with a more plausibl e production sequence in which two consecutive entri es of the I¢
Exec utive at position s I and II were subsequently erased. Thi s pair of positions illustrates
the points made by Mr. Kehr as quoted in footnote 3. Unfortunately, the author has not
been able to identi fy any exa mples of positions 2 1 and 3 1 to determine if the sequence
continues . However, this discovery of a second foreign entry source on the 6¢ State plate
cer tainly ca uses this plate to rank amon g the most interesting in United States philately.

Wh ile stude nts o f the issue probably will never know wi th any certa inty the
prod uction details of that period, some speculation is possible. Why did the Continental
side rographers undertake the laborious erasure on this plate of the six impressions of the
6¢ Executive and the two impression s of the I¢ Exec utive? The reasonable approach,
espec ially conside ring the time constraints, would be to junk the damaged plate and start
with clean stee l. Remember, this Post Office contract for produ ction of the Official stamps
was awarded to Co ntinental on a cost-plus basis, so there was no incentive to con serve raw
materials. The au thor sugges ts that the demand for over 100 new plates in this two month
perio d ma y ha ve exha us te d the avai lab le supply of stee l engravin g pla tes , and the
side rographers had no choice but to use eve ry plate on hand, including dam aged ones
which required extensive repair. There is clear evidence of multiple eras ures of transfers
on the I5 ¢ Interior plate, the 12¢ Treasury plate, the 12¢ Navy plate and several others,
which su~ports this argument.

Luf doc umen ts the ass ignment of plate numbers duri ng this period. From January
1870 to the end of their contrac t in Apr il 1873, the National Bank Note Co . produced
about 55 plates for the new Bank Note series, less than 20 per yea r. The Continental Bank
Note Co. finished their first plate of the new Bank Note stamp cont ract on April 7, 1873.

7

By July I , 1873 they had delivered more than 13 million Official stamps in addition to the
normal production of regular stamps, and from the assigned plate numbers about 125
plate s were produced in this period. The last plate produced by Co ntinental before the
tra nsition to the Amer ican Bank Note Co . in Febr uary, 1879 was plate 3 10.

8
Therefore, in

the subsequent six yea rs of stamp prod uction abou t 185 plates were prod uced , about 30
per year. In less than three month s, from April to June, 1873, Continental siderographers

6John N. Luff, The Postage Stamps ofthe United States (New York: The Scott Stamp & Coin Co.,
Ltd 1902), p. 95 for the issue of 1870, p. 103 for the issue of 1873, pp. 211-12 for the Official stamps.

7 •
lbid., p. 97 .
'tu«. p. 103 .
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Figure 5. 1¢ Executive"Atlanta" Trial Color Proof in black scan showing the origins of
the remnant lines exposed by erasing the surrounding design elements.
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Figure 6. 6C State position 1 scan showing the remnant lines from the erased 1C
Executive. The remnant line at "1" is sim ilar to curve"A " of position 11. The lines
labeled "2" are remnants of frame lines. At "3" there is a remnant of the bottom of the
ornament in the lower left corner of the 1C Executive.
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produced more than five times the annual plate production in the years before, and after
increasing their rate of production by more than a factor of 20 ! It is difficult to imagine
how they managed this feat, but a few hints can be found. Firs t, about 80 of the plates for
the Official stamps were plates of 100 images. Thi s cha nge wo uld like ly reduce the
produ ction time by about one third for those plates. Second , examination of the pos ition
dots of the Official stamp plates reveals at least four methods were used to locate them,
suggesting Cont inental was able to find at leas t four team s of siderographers, possib ly
setting up an around -the-clock plate production ope ratio n. Third, seve ral of the plates

9

show skewed images rolled in consecutively in one colum n, including the 1¢ Justice and
the 6¢ Navy. One possible explanation is Continental siderog raphers used for some plates
a worn out roll-in press which had lost the alignment of the transfer roll. This would allow
them to have four 12 hour shifts of plate produ ction a day. Fourth, seve ral plates show
many "shift" type double transfers, including the I¢ Treasury and the 90¢ Post Office
stamps, sugges ting high transfer pressures were used to attempt to complete a roll-in with
two press passe s. However , even with these possi bl e produc tion changes and the
substa ntia lly reduced qu alit y standa rds which mu st have accompanied th em, the
production of over a hundred plates in about two mo nths was an amazing fea t. More
information may be available in the detailed bill submitted to the Post Office Department
and subsequently reviewed by Congress. D

9
The vertical axis of the image does not coincide with the vertical axis of the co lumn of images.
USA, Confederate States, & Possessions
Stamps & postal history at
Garfield Perry March Party

Cleveland, Ohio March 24-26

Stephen T. Taylor
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey
England KT6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235

Email: staylor995@aol.com
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain
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Announcing:

The 1851 Issue: A Sesquicentennial Retrospective
A new book to be published in Spring 2006 in full color

The U.S. Philatelic Classics Society is putting the finishing touches on this 500+
page boo k - the first book to study, in depth, the stamps of this issue.

T he book will include 24 articles by top scholars of the issue , including:

An introduction to the issue • the 1¢, 3¢, and 12¢ stamps • postal rates
the unissued 6¢ stamp • the carrier stamps ofthe issue •f ancy cancels

transatlantic and illustrated mail • usages in Indian Territory • and more

Price Until Feb. 14, 2006: $80 + $5 shipping
After Feb. 14, 2006: $125 + $5 shipping (if available)

Printing quantities of the book will be extremely limited.
In order to guarantee a cop y, you must order by Feb. 14,2006

Mail a check payable to USPCS to: Rob Lund; USPCS- 185l Book; 29 13 Fulton S1. ;
Eve rett, WA 9820 1-3733 or visit the USPCS website at www .uspcs .org to order.
NEW-FROM THE COLLECTORS CLUB

The United States Five Cent Stamp of 1856
by Richard C. Frajola and Fre deric k R. Mayer

This is the definitive study of the imperforate 5 ¢

stamp of 1856 . Profusely illust rated in color, it is based
on the remarkable collection formed by Frederick R.
Mayer, w hich he started "in earnest" over thirty years
ago. As such , it includes virt ua lly all of th e major multi­
ples and covers.

The text is rich in detail of the rates, routes, mark­
ings and postal agreements in effect durin g the short
period of use of the imperforat e stamp . Maps of the
routes add to its utility as a handbook, w hich is a
model of its kind. 166 + x pages, hardbound.

Available from the Collectors Club at $45 , with a 10 percent discount for Club members.
Shipping an d handling , $5 wi thi n the United States , $10 for Canada , and $20 for Europe . Contact th e
Club Executive Sec re tary fo r shi pping quot es elsewhere.

Send checks p ayabl e to "The Collectors Club" to : Executive Secretary , The Collec tors Club , 22
East 35 th Street , New York, NY 10016-380 8. Telepho ne : (2 12) 683-0559
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EDITOR'S PRIVILEDGE
VALEDICTORY
CHARLES J. PETERSON

When I was handed the responsibility of editing the Chronicle in early 1993, it was with
the mutual understanding that this would be a somewhat short-lived tenure of 3 or 4 years.

Now, 13 years later, I have the bittersweet honor of passing the editorship on. I began
planning my retirement in 1999, and in many respects the thing which kept me going until
now was the need to wait for my successo r to become available. Michael Laurence was
unquestionably the ideal person for the position; I was quite willing to wait the four years
it would be until he was free to take the job.

But I will regret stepping away from the grea t working relationship s I have enjo yed
with authors and section editors. I don 't know where theygot all those column inches it
took to fill th e Chronicle-I' ve be en continuall y amazed at how much truly new
information is waiting to be discovered and published, and at how many "new" authors are
out there to be discovered.

I al so ha ve to publicl y thank th e USPCS Board for th eir unfailing support.
Editors-in-chief are not necessarily the most docile (nor modest) of people, but I never
received anything from Board members except encouragement and collegiality.

And the readership ! What a delight to get such positive respon se, even on occas ion
of somewhat con tro versial articles. Quite a few of tho se readers eve n developed into
authors, to the benefit of us all.

I know you all will give similar support and encouragement to Michael Laurence as
he works to bring the Chronicle to new heights. He 'll have his own name on the masthead
the next issue. In the meantime, his address is: 1607 Port Jeffer son Road, Sidney, OH
4536 5; e-mail mlaurence@woh.rr.com.

Now, if you' ll pardon me, I think I'll brush the dust off that stamp collection I put
away 13 years ago. . . 0
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Internet Based.
www.jameslee.com
Personal Service Driven.
Toll Free: 1-877-696-8403

Our free special weekly newsletter is a real treat-full of
unique special offers of postal history, essays & proofs, and

philatelic literature. It's easy to sign up to receive it.
Just visit the home page of our website today.
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