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CARRIERS & LOCALS 
JOHN D. BOWMAN,  EDITOR

BACKWARD-SLANTING “PAID” INDEPENDENT MAIL HANDSTAMP
DAVID W. SNOW AND JOHN D. BOWMAN

The definitive attribution of a backward-slanting “PAID” handstamp, seen only on 
a handful of Independent Mail covers, has eluded researchers. This article will show all 
known examples of the marking, provide an analysis of the covers on which it appears, and 
present a tentative conclusion about where the marking was applied and which company 
applied it.

The earliest known strike of this red slanted “PAID” handstamp appears on the cover 
in Figure 1, which is docketed (upper right) as received 27 Sept 1844. Lengthwise along the 

Figure 1. Red backward-slanting "PAID" marking, the earliest recorded strike, on a cov-
er sent by independent mail from New York City to Poughkeepsie, New York, docketed 
as received on 27 Sept 1844. John Bowman collection.
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centerline, the marking measures 22x6 millimeters. Beneath the docketing, this cover also 
bears a red oval Overton & Co. New York office marking, designated in the Gutman hand-
book as OVT-NYC-F02.1 Note that the Overton marking and the slanted “PAID” marking 
appear to be struck in the same shade of red ink. The cover is addressed to Messrs. Dodge & 
Swan, Counselors-at-Law, Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York. The cover is dock-
eted “Alex. Watson” who was a notary and attorney in New York.

Figure 2 is a folded cover without contents, addressed to Davis B. Stacey in Phila-
delphia. There is no indication of origin or date. The red American Letter Mail Co. circular 
datestamp was applied at the destination in Philadelphia and indicates a receiving date of 3 
Jan (1845). This type circular marking is denoted as ALM-PHL-F11, used from late August 
1844 through late January 1845.2 The "PAID" marking is struck at left.

Figure 2. Backward-slanting “PAID” handstamp on folded cover, no indication of or-
igin or date, with American Letter Mail Co. Philadelphia receiving-office handstamp. 
Image courtesy of Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.

Another cover from the same correspondence is shown in Figure 3. This cover orig-
inated in New York (as noted by internal docketing), is dated 27 Jun 1845 and is also 
addressed to Davis B. Stacey. It shows both originating office (New York) and destination 
office (Philadelphia) markings, and the docketing indicates that it was sent by L.J. Stacey 
of New York. This establishes that the cover in Figure 2 also originated in New York City, 
evidently where the slanted “PAID” marking was applied.

A third cover with the slanted “PAID” is shown in Figure 4. This is addressed to Alba-
ny, New York. Here too docketing evidence indicates New York City origin: “1844/Edgar 
Jenkins/New-York/ans. 19th inst.” No other markings are present. This cover is from the 
extensive A.C. Flagg correspondence; Flagg was the Controller of the State of New York.

In the Pomeroy’s Letter Express section of the unpublished manuscript on indepen-
dent mail companies drafted by Elliott Perry and Arthur Hall is another slanted “PAID” 
marking. Pitt Petri wrote that section in the 1950s, and he illustrated four different “PAID” 
markings, all of which he attributed to Pomeroy. Petri’s study included the slanted “PAID” 
marking, which he recorded as a single example from New York dated 3 Oct 1844. That 
cover has not been seen by the current authors.
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What can we deduce from the few known covers with this slanted “PAID” marking? 
First, we can state that the recorded dates (received) are between 27 Sept 1844 and 3 Jan 
1845, with another unverified cover dated 3 Oct 1844. This date range rules out Pomeroy’s 
Letter Express, since Pomeroy officially announced the discontinuance of its letter mail 
carrying activities on 9 Aug 1844.3 So it had to be another carrier. 

As a further clue, at least two of the three recorded covers traveled along the Hudson 
River. Overton & Co. acquired this daily route from Damon & Co., with agents in Albany, 

Figure 3. American Letter Mail Co. cover from New York to Philadelphia, 27 Jun 1845, 
showing both originating office (New York) and destination office (Philadelphia) 
markings. From the same correspondence as the cover in Figure 2, supporting that 
the Figure 2 cover originated in New York City. David Snow collection.  

Figure 4. Red slanted “PAID” handstamp on 1844 cover originating in New York 
City and sent up the Hudson to Albany. Cliff Alexander collection. 
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Endnotes
1. The Eastern Independent Mail Company Study Group, Eastern Independent Mail and Express Mail Companies, 
1840-1845, Michael S. Gutman, editor, 2016, pg. 428.
2. Ibid., pg. 43.
3. Ibid., pg. 446.
4. Ibid., pg. 425.
5. Ibid., pg. 480. ■

Poughkeepsie, and other stations north of New York. Figure 5 shows an advertisement, en-
larged from fuzzy microfilm, from the 7 Aug 1844 issue of the New York Express providing 
details of this route, “by the day boats.” 

As John Bowman wrote in the Gutman handbook: “In early August 1844, Overton’s 
acquired Damon & Company to extend operations northward to Albany via the Hudson 
River. Letters were carried up the Hudson River by Troy Day Line steamers and provided 
service to Caldwell, Peekskill, West Point, Cold Spring, Newburg, Fishkill, Poughkeepsie, 
Catskill, Hudson, and Albany.”4

Overton evidently took over Pomeroy’s letter mail route on the Hudson River be-
tween New York and Albany on the Troy Day Line steamers. An arrangement between 
Overton and Pomeroy apparently existed after Pomeroy’s Letter Express had stopped ad-
vertising and discontinued operations.5

Finally, all three of the recorded covers originated in New York City.
Other examples of a similar slanted “PAID” marking in red and black are known on 

covers bearing markings of the Broadway City Express Post-Office, which was established 
in 1848 in New York City. But it is believed these markings are from a duplicate device, as 
there was no known connection between Overton and Broadway City Express Post-Office.

In conclusion, the evidence suggests that the slanted “PAID” red marking, as struck 
on the three covers illustrated here, was applied by Overton & Co. at their New York City 
office. Input is requested from other collectors, especially scans of additional covers bear-
ing this marking. Please contact the authors David Snow at dwsnow@centurylink.net and 
John Bowman at jbowman@stx.rr.com. 

Figure 5. Advertise-
ment (from micro-
film) in the New York 
Express of August 
7, 1844, announcing 
Overton & Co.’s Hud-
son River Letter and 
Package Express (late 
Damon & Co.)
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