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WATERLOW SAMPLE
STAMPS

Waterlow & Sons Ltd. (who no longer produce postage stamps) in the past
printed many millions for a large number of postal administrations allover the
world. As samples of their work, when attempting to secure printing contracts, they
mostly used proofs printed in colours and with line-per/orations which were not
used for the issued stamps. They are mostly printed with exceptional care in
distinguished colours and include many striking pictorial designs of thematic
interest.

Our Private Treaty Department has been instructed to sell a wonderful " find"
of these sample stamps . Nearly all are overprinted "WATERLOW & SONS LTD./
SPECIMEN" (there are some eighteen overprint types) , they are mostly punched
with small holes as an additional measure of security, and they are mostly printed
on unwatermarked paper which is sometimes ungummed.

In addition to printings made from plates which were used for the issued
stamps, many are printed in charming miniature sheets, usually of nine, from plates
which were specially laid down from stamp rollers. An interesting consequence
is that many of these proofs show re-entries or other plate varieties which are not
to be found on the issued stamps. Some of the miniature sheets are printed from
compo site plates of several different denominations. Many of these items have not
been recorded before.

In the find are sample stamps of the Water/ow produced postage and revenue
stamps of many South and Central American Republics, of which we hope to com-
plete a catalogue in the near future.

The following countries are included:

• ARGENTINA • BOLIVIA • BRAZIL • CHILE • COLOMBIA

• COSTA RICA • CUBA • ECUADOR • GUATEMALA •

HAITI • HONDURAS • NICARAGUA • PANAMA • PARA

GUAY • PERU • SALVADOR • URUGUAY • VENEZUELA.

Specialists who are interested in these items should

write to our Private Treaty Department

ROBSON LOWE Ltd.
T....: 915410

50 PALL MALL
LONDON, S.W.1

ENGLAND

West Coast Agent: Lt. Commande, Wm. H. Well. USN. Re,'d
P.O. Box 515, San Leandro, Ca'i', 94511

Please scry Iltor you _ ,,,;. odvertisem..' in "C"ronicle"



THE MOST!

The most ever realized for a single United States piece.

I I $100,000.00 I I

(The 1918 24¢ Airpost, Inverted Center, Unique Corner Block)

* *
The most ever realized at a single auction sale of stamps.

I I $637,506.00 I I
(The Josiah K. Lilly Collection , Part VII)

* *
The most ever realized by a single auction house in a single year.

I I $3,346,600.00 I I

* *
THERE MUST BE A REASON

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.
10 East 52nd Street New York, N.Y. 10022

Phone: 212 PLaza 3-6422
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SELECTED "USED ABROAD" COVERS
# 7 pl'. & #10 (I ¢ & 3¢ 1851) Slightl y Cut in Copies; Neatly Tied Blue "BALTI

MORE , MD. " Pmk. to Fine Folded Lettersheet to France, "Per Afri ca" 9-2 -56
Use , $50

# 27 & #35 ( 3) (5¢ & 10¢ 1857) 5¢ Closed Tear, 10¢ V.F., T ied Blue "CI N CIN
NATI, 0 ." Pmk. to Fine W hite Small Folded Letter to Switz., "N .Y. Paid 18"
Pmk. in Red, 10- 14-59 Use, M ost Attractive, Est. Cat. $250+ " , $165

# 38 ( 30¢ 185 7) Off Center, Tied Red Gr id to V.F. W hite Folded Letter to France, Red
"N .Y. PAID 12" Pmk., 3-16-61 Use, Fresh & Attractive, Cat. $18 5 $125

Smile, F.-V.F., Tied Black Gr id & "W ASH., D.C. " Pmk. to V.F. Tin y W hite Cover to
France, Red "N .Y. PAID 24" Pmk., 1-16-60 Use, Beautv $165

Sam e, V.F.-S., Lightl y T ied Black Grid to Superb, Immaculate Orange Cover Pmk.
"PH ILA., PA." to Germany, Red "N .York Am. PKT. -7 PAID," A Rare Gem $250

#64h ( 3¢ Rose Pink ) 8 Copies, Perf s Cutting Top, T ied by Bright Blue Grids &
"CIN CIN N ATI , 0 ." Pmks., 7-11-63 UJe, on V.F. W hite Cover to Scotland,
Striking Item . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $100

#6Oa ( 24¢ Gray Lilac riAtlgtlJt") & #65, Fine Cent. W ith Perf Stains, Tied "PAID"
in Grid to Fine Folded Blue Lettersheet to Italy, W ith Red Mss. "24," 2-5-62 UJe.
V ery Scarce & Attractive, Cat. $165 + $100

#65, 70, 7J (3¢, 24¢, 30¢ 1861 ) Fine Copies, Except 30¢ St. Ed., Tied Grids &
"ROCHESTER, N. Y." Pmk. to Fine White Cover to China, With Red "48" &
" l d" Markings, 12-26-66 Use, Scarce $85

#67 & 68 (5¢ Btlff & 10¢ 1861 - D eep Gru, " A uglfSt Sb ade" } V.F. Copies, Can. N eat
Blue Grids & Tied Blue "CIN CIN N ATI , 0 ." Pmks. to Superb Ora nge Cover to
Germany, 7-9-62 Use, A Gem:' $250

#68 ( 4) & 75 (JO¢ 1861 & 5¢ Red Bm.) Tied "PAID" in Grids to Fine Folded Blue
Lettersheet to China, Red "BOST ON BR. PKT.- 40" Pmk., Scarce 45¢ Rate,
6-2 -63 Use, Attractive $150

#67, 68 & 7J (5¢ BI'11. Y el ., 10¢ & 30¢- St . Ed.) V.F.-S Copies- Rich Colors, T ied
Bright Blue "BALT IMORE, MD ." Pmks. "On N ose," Wi th Magenta Mss. "40"
& Red "Ld" , to China, On V.F . Cover, 2-25-62 Use, Rare Beauty! , $350

# 76 & 78 (2) (5¢ & 24¢ 1861-1 St . Ed .) V.F. Copies, Tied We dge Grids to V.F.
Folded White Lettersheet to China, Wi th Magenta Mss. " 32" & Red " Id ," 6-27-63
UJe, Beaut yl $150

MANY OTHER "FOREIGN RATE" COVERS IN STOCK
-WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

Installment Payment Terms If Desired.

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
APS
SPA
CSA

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone : 617-523-2522

T HE CH RON ICLE, pu blished by the U .S. Phila telic Class ics Society, Inc. , at 10 Country Club D rive, F ulto n,
Mo . 6525 I. Second-class postage paid at Fulton, Mo. Subscription price $8.00. A year's subscript ion is included
in memb ership in th e U.S. Ph ilatelic Clas sics Socie ty , wit h $5.00 of each memb er 's dues apportioned to pub
licati on o f The Chro nicle. Pr inted in th e U nited Sta tes of A mer ica .
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THE END OF AN ERA

This was the titl e of H enry A. Me yer 's Christmas card thi s past Ch ristm as.
Sadly, thi s was mor e prophetic th an we knew. H e died very suddenly of a
heart attack on March 25, just two days after his 74th
birthday.

Henry had been engaged in ed itin g and putting
together the Meyer-Towle book of ra ilway postm arks,
cove ring the era 1861-1 886. This work, altho ugh very
much delayed by his having to tak e ca re of his mother ,
who had a severe fall in th eir hom e about a yea r ago
a nd aga in a few days ago , was nearl y com plete. Only a
few pages remai ned to be set, plus the index.

Henry had complained a few times lately of sho rtness
of breath, but a visit to a doctor had indi cated merely
th at he was somew ha t run-down , with no signs of a
corona ry or other probl ems. Henry sta ted to the wr iter
in a telephone conversa tion ea rlier the da y he d ied th at
he felt much improved . Later he went out for groceries with a young friend
in the neighborhood . Upo n returning, he co mme nted that he d idn 't "feel very
good." sat dow n in a chai r and was gone.

He had been a collector since the earl y 1900's. He also was an autho rity
on Ohio River steamboats, Eva nsvi lle histor y and a few allied fields. He had
been a teacher of math em at ics at Eva nsvi lle Ce ntra l Hi gh Schoo l for some
47 years until his retireme nt a few years ago , and was the local "depository"
o n Evansvi lle histor y, hold ing an unofficia l cha ir at the Eva nsvi lle Museum.

In philately, he was an autho rity on the stamps and postal his to ry of
Hawaii , and the Meye r-Harris boo k is the authoritative text. He was quit e
expert on Brazilian Bulls-Eyes and ea rly G reece , and had co llected Ca pe
tr ian gles kn owledgeably for yea rs. His collection of German postal h istory of
the N apol eon ic wa r era was most comprehen sive and unu sual. In United
Sta tes materi al, he was the autho rity on domestic stea mboat and pac ket
markings. and had assembled a book on the markings STEAM, STEAM BOAT,
SH IP, ST EA MSH IP, WAY and allied items which , however , has never been
offered for publi cation because he was not full y sa tisfied with it.

Hi s collection of Civ il War Postal H istor y, exhibited widely during the
Ce ntennial of that eve nt, won numerous prizes wherever show n. This exhibit
rea lly reflected very well Henry's approach to postal history. While most
exh ibite rs concent rate upon the "high-powered" as to spec tac ula r o r superb
co ndi tioned items, Henry's idea was to show representative items that told
a sto ry . He preferred covers that were within the rea ch of the ave rage ser ious
collector and each item show n told a part of a sto ry-and told it well.

The Meyer-Harris and Meyer-Towle boo ks will permanentl y attest to
Hen ry's meticulous care in ed iting and assembling publicati ons with large
quantities of detail. Hi s cover photography, at which he was extremely adept ,
also will ser ve to tell collectors of his ability . All these accomplishments will
assure lasting memory of him in philately.

None of his very real accomplishme nts are need ed to assure a lastin g
and pleasant memory of him by tho se who did know him . Thi s includes a
lar ge number of people who never actually met him face to face but only
by correspondence . He loved writing and receiving lett ers and spent much
of his time in lett er writing . H is gentle int egr ity, simplic ity and gene rosity
were as obviou s to co rres pondents as to tho se meeting him in person. Wh en
he attended sta mp shows, he was given no peace as he was a favo rite with
ever yone.

Of all the people we have known, he probabl y fitted an old and much
abused description most per fectl y. Good-Bye, Henry Mey er , Scholar and
G entleman !

-R.B.G .
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 Covers From Panama
CREIGHTON C. HART

When our first stamps were issued, the Post Office Departm ent in Washington
sent supplies to post offices in thirty states (Note 1) , and to post offices in three
territories as welI as to post offices within the District itself . . . and then to
our surprise we learn that '47 stamps were shipped to a foreign country, to
Panama. Sendin g United States stamps to Panama would crea te even more of a
surprise for today's colIector if they were not accustomed to seeing United States
stamps over printed "Canal Zone," so that they may erro neously think these '47
stamps from Panama are merely fore runners of these surcharged stamps which
came 54 years later.

Actually, there is a great difference between '47 stamps used in Panama
and United States stamps overprinted "Canal Zone," and if the French had been
successful in building the Panama Canal in the 1880's, the difference would be
clearly evident. When the French failed to complete the canal, the United States'
desire to take over the project was undoubtedly whetted because of our mail
treaty with Panama made in 1848, and the very successful transmission of mail
by this route to California, which had joined the Union in 1845. The importance
of this mail route was again emphasized by the flood of United States citizens
who traveled it after the discovery of gold in 1849.

In 1847 there was no Canal Zone and the United States despatch agent
in the country of Panama was A. B. Corwine, who was in charge of the mail
crossing the Isthmus from Chagres on the Atlantic to Panama City on the Pacific.
Here is an instanc e of Uni ted States mail's being carried in a foreign count ry with
postage paid by United States stamps. Of course, as was expected, most of the
"via Panama" mail was between the east and west coasts of the United States.
However, an unexpected "Believe It or Not" postal fact is that quite a few of
these letters were carried by the United States mail in a foreign country ( Panama) ,
from another fore ign country ( Peru) to yet a third foreign country (Mexico).
At no time was this porti on of the Panama mail transmitted over United States soil.

It is a grea t pity that these fascinating '47 covers from Panama are so scarce.
Supplies of the ten cent stamps were sent twice to our mail despatch in Panama.
The first shipment went on June 22 , 1850 arriving there on Jul y 16; the second
shipment went on Janu ary 17, 1851 arriving there on March 2 1. No five cent
stamps were required because the ra te from Panama City on the Pacific side of
the Isthmu s to the United States was 30¢ and the rate from Chagres on the
Atlantic was 20¢ . A single ten cent stamp on cover is a costly item, a pair on
cover is quite rare and expensive, and a choice strip of three on cover ranks as
a philatelic masterpi ece.

There are seven Panama '47 covers on my list all with 10¢ stamps and all
paying the 30¢ rate from the Pacific side. In addition to the seven covers I also
list two strips of three on pieces. The complete list is :

Cancellation
Red grids
Pen & grids
Pen
Red gr ids
Pen
Pen
Red grids
Red grids
Red gr ids

To
San BIas, Mexico
Mazath on, Mex ico
Orange, Va .
Te pic, Mexico
Ph iladelphi a
Plainfield, N. H .
Tepic, Mexico

From
Lima, Peru
Lima, Peru
Pan am a
Lim a, Peru
Panama
Pan ama
Li ma , Peru
(Part cover )
Str ip of three- for merl y on cover

Date
1. Nov. 27, 1850
2. Dec. II , 1850
3. Apri l 2, 1851
4. Dec. 4, 1851
5. X X X
6. ? ? ?
7. ? ? ?
8. X X X
9. X X X
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Each of these covers has an interesting histor y and deserves more than
the brief description given above .

Th e first cover was formerly in the Judge Emerson collection and has a
fine strip of thre e at the top. Th ere is a sheet margin at the left and the stamps
plate as R 31-3 2-33. Th e left stamp ( R3 1) is the big "Post Office" shift. Your
editor bought this at the Karl Burroughs' sale in 1944 and in 1962 traded it to
the late Captain Barrett Hindes. When the Hindes collection was sold January 23 ,
1968, this important cover rea lized $2, 700. It is now in the extensive specialized
"Via Panama" collection of Colonel James DeVo ss.

Th e second cover was formerly in the Senator Ackerman collection which
was asse mbled and dispersed by Elliott Perry. On the album page where this
cove r was mounted, Perry has given the pertinent information about the cover.
Th e cove r is described as having a horizontal strip of thr ee of the ten cent which
is plated as R 51-5 2-53. Th e present owner is not known to me.

Th e third cover was in the Ch arles A. Shierson collection and is a folded
letter datelined Pan ama and was written on shipboa rd by a sailor to his mother.
Th e son tells of his slow recovery from " Panama fever" and his still weak ened
condition. The stamps are a vertical strip of thr ee with part of the side margins
missing and are pen canc elled . A black two line "ST EAM SHIP" is the only
postal marking. Thi s is the same black "ST EAM SHIP" that is on cover #5
and the ship marking which is frequentl y seen on incomin g ship letters to New
York. Thi s cover is in your editor's collection .

Th e fourth cove r, like the third cover, was last sold by H. R. Harmer , Ine.
in the Shierson auction in 1961 . A comp arison in price becau se of conditi on
and postal markings is clearly evident here. Whereas, the third cover is one of
the poorest of the Panama cove rs, this fourth cover is undoubtedly the finest.
Th e third cover realized only $2 70 and the fourth exactly ten times as much ,
$2, 700 in the same auction. Th e fourth cove r has a fine strip of thr ee but instead
of being pen canc elled , it is cancelled with red grids . Instead of the rather common
black "STEAM SHIP," it has the desirable and rare red " PAN. & SAN
F RAN. S. S.," this being the abbrev iation for " Panama and San Francisco Steam
Ship." Thi s is the only " PAN. & SAN ." cover known with 1847 stamps.
(Note 2.) When this cover was acquired by Mr. Shierson, it had an accompanying
lett er showing the origin of the cover to be Lim a, Peru and the text of the letter
related to the shipment of silver bars. When the cover was auctioned in 1961
the letter was missing. Thi s cove r is also in your editor's collection.

o

This cover dated December 4, 1851 is a use of the 1847 stamps after they had been de 
monetized as of July I, 1851. The "PAN. & SAN FRAN. S. S." marking is in red ; the handslamp of the
Panamanian agent is in black.
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The fifth cover is noteworthy becau se it has the business corner card of
"Corwine Bros. & Co. " and it is an envelope rather than a folded letter. Corner
cards on 1847 covers are almost unkn own and for this to have the business
corn er ca rd of the United States despatch agent is most fortunate. Th is cover
has a horizont al strip of three with a sheet margin at left. The stamps are pen
cancelled as are the stamps on three other cove rs. Th ere is a black "STEAM
SHIP" on this cover as there is on the third cover. This cover is in a prominent
eastern collection.

i COR W.l~~, .B R O. k Co.,
counCUL UIITS," FOKWARmG IEAcnANTS.

:rAIIAMA.

A. B. Corwine was the U.S. despatch agent in Panama and this envelope has the business corner
card of his firm . The stomps were probably pen cancelled when the black " STEAM SHIP" was struck
at the New York post office.

The sixth cover was former ly in the Senator Acke rman collection and the
data there shows that the stamps are plated as R 9 1-92-93. Th ere is a nice
strike of " PANAMA" directly below the stamps which are pen cancelled. Th is
cover is now in the collection of Basil Pearce.

The seventh cover is addressed to "Baron, Fo rbes & Co. Tepic, Mexico"
and has nine 1O¢ '47's being two horizontal strips of three and three singles.
The 90¢ paid the triple rate and the stamps are cancelled with red grids. One
of the single stamps is badly damaged with the upp er half missing. There is
no evidence of year use. To the best of my knowledge this cover has never been
exhibited or illustr ated in a philatelic magazine. Its present owner is unkn own
to me. (Note 3. )

A word about the two other Panam a strips is in ord er to compl ete the
report. Th e horizont al strip listed as numb er eight is on a small piece and was
offered in a John A. Fox auction in 1964. The stamps are in poor condition
having nearly all of the bottom fram e line missing. There is a clear strike of
"PANAMA" in red below the strip. Thi s same piece was again offered in Sep
tember, 1965 at a Mayflower auction.

The strip of three listed as number nine is one of the finest off cove r 10¢
1847 items in existence . It is a supe rb strip with a complete sheet margin at the
top. Thi s strip was last sold in the sixth Newbury auction by Robert A. Siegel
in 1962 when it realized $3,500. Pr ior to that it had been in the Judge E merson
collection. Because the cove r was ragged, Judge Emerson removed the strip and
kept it as a lovely off cover piece. Goin g back a bit further it was sold in 191 I
by the Nassau Stamp Co. where it was described as,

" IO¢ 1847-A magnificent strip of three showing top margin of sheet on
entire original cover from Peru, cancelled in red forwa rded by Corwine Brothers
& Co., Panama, a wonderful cover." The realization was $46.50 .
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The Panama Route

Th e story of the Panama Route is a fascinating one but it is much too long
to be told her e. Th e Panama R owe 1848-1869 by John Ha skell Kemble published
in 1943 is an excellent historical report. Unfortunately this 316 page handbook
is now a collector's item and seldom avail able. Th e late Stanley B. Ashbrook
wrot e two articles for the Stamp Specialist both discussing the postal history of
the Panam a Route. In Volume 1, Part 2 (1940 ) is " New York Post Office,
Some 'Early Steamship ' Mark ings." This article illustr ates the 20¢ postal markings
from Chagres at the Atlantic end of the postal route and the 30¢ rate markings
from Panama City on the Pacific side. In the White Book printed in 1944 is
his article, "PAN. & SAN FRAN . S. S." in which this stea mship marking is dis
cussed at length with severa l illustr ations.

Col. James T. DeVoss is writing a book "Via Panama" which will include
the postal history of the mails that crossed the Isthmus of Panam a 1800-1 869.
Col onel DeVoss' book will also again make ava ilable Panama history which is
pertinent to the period and which has long been out of print.

As was stated earlier all of the known Panama cove rs with '47 stamps pay
the 30¢ rate which was for lett ers mailed on the Pacific side of Panama. The
rat e from Chagre s on the Atlantic was 20¢ and there are no '47 covers known
mail ed from there. Even stampless covers showing the 20 ¢ rat e from Chagres
are very rare. Th e Chagres of 184 8 was a very sma ll cluster of native mud huts
and sure ly there was no reason for postal communication between residents of
Chagres and the United States. What few cove rs that exist from there, durin g
this very early peri od , must have been posted by travelers cro ssing the Isthmus
either as they sta rted up or after they cam e down the dangerous Ch agres River.

Although Chagres was a primitive village du ring most of the time the 1847
stamps were cur rent, it changed qui ckly when the 1849 gold seekers stopped
there on their way to California and later when the fortunate ones with gold
lined pockets returned going back eas t. It became a gaudy midway spot . . . a
"las t chanc e" joy place for those going and a chance to let off pent-up energy
for those returning. Hotels, saloons, and gambling halls with dancing girls sprang
up to make Ch agres a typical wide open, no holds barred , wild western American
town. Its reputation is remembered as a colorful part of ea rly Panamani an history
just as the many wild west towns are part of ea rly Am eric an history.

Poor Chagres faded and died as the gold field s played out and as overland
transport ation to the west became safer and faster. Th e site of old Chagres lies
within the present Canal Zone but no visible ruin s remain . A new Chag res, located
abo ut ten miles away in Panama, has onl y the similarity of name to remind us
of thi s formerly lively spo t on the Panama mail rout e. Fortunately, we also have
these 1847 Pan ama covers to remind us of this once gay midw ay point on the
way to Cal-i -FOR-ni-A.

Notes and Referen ce s

1 The thirty sta tes include all those presentl y east of the Mississippi River except West
Virgini a. West of the Mississippi River the state s of Loui sian a. Texas, Arkansas. Missou ri and
Io wa. Ca liforn ia was not shipped any '47 sta mps. The three territori es were Indian, Minne sota
and Wisconsin (prio r to May 6, 1848).

2 See Ashb rook, "Special Ser vice," pp. 70 and ill. #37; also Western Ex press, April 1967.
3 Prob abl y from Lima, Peru. See Ashb rook , "Special Service ," pp. 71, ill. #38.

Next issu e : " 1847 Covers From Chicago," by Dr. Ha rvey M. Karl en .
Tell Ou r Advertise rs
You Sa w It In
The Chronicle
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THE 1851·'60 PERIOD

TRACY W. SIMPSON, Editor

SYMBOLS USED IN THIS SECTION

To co nserve space, the following symbols for the 3¢ sta mp of th e 1851-'60 issue are used
accordi ng to the practice o f specialists in this stamp for ma ny years. T he symbol is at left
of hyphen , and its Scott's U .S. Specialized number or o ther designa tion is at rig ht of hyphen .
Postal markings are in black un less otherwise specified.
Three cents : 51-10; 52- II (i ncl . plate 1 [Jate] ) in orange brown; 53-25 ; S4-26A ; 55-26.
Some Observations on the 1851·60 United States
One Cent Stamps From Plate One Late

EARL OAKLEY, R.A. No. 113

Plate One was used for the longest period of time of any of the plates of
the One Cent Unit ed States Stamps of the issues of 1851-60 , and it had the
most varied history of all such plates.

Thi s plate printed all the one cent sta mps which were first released on
July 1, 1851. Late in 1851 or ea rly 1852 it was re-entered and all but one of
the plate pos itions were recut. In 1857 the Governm ent perforated stamps from
this plate and shor tly thereafter issuance of stamps from this plate stopped. In
the late sta te of the plate, before issuance of the perforated stamps, it developed
a number of cracks, assumed to be and with all appearances of a surface cha r
acter. Moreover, late printings fro m the plate showed rather extensive wear.
It is in regard to such late usage that these observations are directed .

While stamps from late printin gs of the plate usually do not come in the
pleasing or rich colors of some of the earlier printings, and are not as clear
and distan ct impressions as those comin g from the plate before it became worn ,
they present material that is most interesting for philatelic studies, as I hope to
show by this article. In other words, while they may be the "ugly ducklings"
of the family, they present stamps with the most interesting charac ters.

It is in examples of late printin gs from the " inverted transfer" positions
of this plate that po rtions of the first and "inver ted" entries are most pronounc ed
and discernable. These appear to me to be the most inte resting of all philatelic
curiosities and varieties, and a study of the effect of wear on the " inverted
transfer" positions is most fascinating. Almost as interesting is the study of
the development of the "surface" plate cracks, beginnin g with early printings
from the cracked plate positions which show no evidence of a plate crack and
continuing with examples showing the development of such cracks to the point
where they are very pronounced and distinct.

Another unu sual example of wear of the plate concerns the well known plate
position 89 R I ( L) . ( Hereaf ter, plate positions will be referr ed to only by their
numerical designations. ) The bottom line under the label on this plate position was
not recut when the plate was re-entered and recut. Examples fro m th is plate posi
tion in early prin tings after the plate was recut show the bottom line complete.
As the use of the plate pro gressed, the bottom line disintegrated until it became
broken and partl y disapp eared. Examples of stamps fro m this plate position show
ing the progressive deterioration of the bottom line are shown in Fig. A.

For years I have felt that these very late printings from plate one had many
interesting and hidd en philatelic facets which were awaiting discovery through
study and research. Some years ago, my good friend, Dr . Dinsmore Alter, told me
of his discovery of a late printing from 90 R 1(L ) which showed the bottom line
broken from plate wear, similar to late printings from 89 R 1(L). Fig. B shows
the Alter discovery strip of three with the right stamp showing the broken bottom
line in 90 R 1(L) .
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Fig. A. Stamp 89 R 1(L) in three stages of ballam-line break. Underneath: early condition, no break.
Middle: some wear, clear break. Top : late condition; large break.

Co urtesy Dr . Din sm or e Alter

Fig. B. Strip of three 88-90 R 1(L) of la te printing, show ing break in bollom line of 90 R 1(L).

8 0th 89 R 1(L) and 90 R I ( L) are plate positions entered fro m the 8 relief.
Recentl y I acquired a str ip fro m 98, 99 and 100 R I ( L) (all A-relief stamps)

which, 1 discovered , had a large break in the bottom line of 99 R I ( L) extending
from the middl e of "C" to the " E" of "Cent." Thi s break is about as strong and
long as any exa mple I have seen from 89 R I ( L), which is the classic and reported
example of a bottom line break from the late state of th is plate. Examples of early
printings from this plate position afte r the recutting show the bottom line rath er
well entered and strong. Fig. 3 C shows my discovery strip with the stro ng bottom
line break in 99 R I ( L) (the middle stamp in the strip). I have overlaid an exa m
ple of an ea rly printing from this plate position to show how distinct and compl ete
the bottom line appea rs in early printing exa mples fro m the recut plate. THIS
PLATE POSITION WAS ENTE RE D FROM A RELIEF.

All the plate positions heretofore mentioned 89, 90 and 99 R I (L) had been
recut once at the top and not at the bott om . T here were for ty plat e positions so
recut on this plate, inclu sive of those already mentioned, and 1 have exa mined
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Fig. C. Strip of three 98-100 R 1(l) lote pr int ing showi ng break in bottom line of 99 R 1(l) . Also singles
of 99 an d 100 R 1(l) of ea rly print ing that shows absence of break.

Fig. D. Strip of three 28 -29-30 l 1(e ) and ov e rlaid 30 l 1(l) showing weakly entered bottom line of
30 l 1(e) and light break in 30 l 1(l) .

Fig. E. 50 l 1(l) two copies. Bottom stamp
shows strong bottom line in early p rint
ing . Top stamp is late pr inting, showi ng

Fig. F. 67 R 1(l) two copies. Bottom sta mp
shows moderately weak bottom line of
early printing. Top st a mp show s near
52
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exa mples from all these plate positions. From the material ava ilable to me, I found
evidence of serious wea kness approac hing the breaking point in the bott om line, or
a small break therein, in stamps from the following plate position s:

1. 100 R 1( L) ( right stamp), entered from the A relief, bottom line appea rs to
be strongly entered in ea rly printings but is weak in the strip shown in Fig. C,
on which example an early printing is overl aid for comparison .

2. 30 L I (L) , entered from the B relief , the bottom line appears to be weakly
entered in a printing from the early state of the plate, and about to break in a
late printing. See Fig. 0 in which a late-state printing is overla id on a printing
from the early state of this plate position.

3. 50 L I ( L) , entered fro m the B relief, the bott om line ap pear s to be strongly
entered in an ea rly print and about to break in a late printing. See Fig . E .

4. 67 R I (L), entered from the B relief, the bottom line appears to be weakly
entered in an ea rly print, and about to break in a late printing. See Fig. F in
which an early printing is overlaid on a late printing from this plate position.

In late printings from other plat e positions which were recut only at the top there
is evidence of a weakenin g and tend ency to break in the bottom line, while in late
printings from still other plate positions similar ly recu t the bott om line shows strong
and complete with no appreciable wearing or tend ency to break.

In summa ry, I have now seen late printin gs from three plate positions of Plate
On e Late (89, 90 and 99 R I (L ) , each with a distinct break in the bottom line
caused by wear of the plate ; and stamps from four additiona l plate positions (3 0
and 50 L I (L), and 67 and 100 R I (L), which show a serious weakness and
tend ency to break in the bottom line. Of these seven plate position s, two are in
the left pane at its right edge, and the rem ainin g five are in the right pan e with four
being in the right bottom corn er. Onl y two of these plate position s were entered
from the A relief (99 and 100 R I ( L), all others were entered fro m the B relief.

It is curious that th ree of these plate positions ( 89, 99 and 100 R I (L) are
identi cal in location to positi ons on Plate Two on which the engraver had entry
trouble. 89 R 2 was entered with both reliefs A and B and shows great doubling of
design at bottom. 99 R 2 was entered either with a short tran sfer and /or being
thereafter parti ally erased so that distinct breaks appeared in both the top and
bottom lines. And 100 R 2 had the bottom line so weakl y entered that it wore badl y
and became broken in late printings. Could it be that the engrave rs were careless or
insufficientl y expe rienced when they entered these first four positions at the bottom
of the plate, with the result that on these positions fro m both plates the bottom lines
were weakly entered?

Th ese observations are from a single collector 's experience and are not held out
as exhaustive or conclu sive on the subject. Rather , they are intend ed to be pro voca
tive to other collectors with the hop e that their further studies may lead to other
similar discoveries; or , to findings limiting the plate position s to those mention ed in
this articl e on which breaks in the bottom line occurred . On ly by such furt her study,
cooperation and reporting by fellow philatelists can final conclusion s be reach ed as
to which plate positions produced stamps with bott om line break s.

My deep grati tude and ackn owledgm ent goes to my friend , Dr. Dinsmore Alter,
for permi ssion and approva l of the use of his findings as to the break of the bottom
line of 90 R I (L) , and for permission to use the illustration of the strip containing
his discovery exa mple of this variety (F ig. B ) .
Complete Panes of 1ct 1851-'60 Stamp

The two-vo lume monograph by the late Stanley B. Ashbrook , and the many
articles by oth er specialists on this stamp, particularly those of Messrs. M. L.
Neinken ,* M . Fortgang and Earl Oakley (see his articl e elsewhere herein ) , are
evidence that this stamp is perh aps the most studied of any of the U.S. classic

* Particularl y see M r. Neinke n's art icles in Chronicle issues 49, 50, 5 1, and 52.
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issues. Of pa rticular interest, therefore, is the following informat ion received from
Mr. Neink en that summarizes wha t is known today about complete panes.

Th ere is a complete right pane of Plate 1 (late ) illustrat ed in Mr. As hbrook's
book (page 143) , the only one known; also a complete right pane from plate 2
depicted on page 209 . Additionally there is a complete perforated left pane of
plate 4, but the imprint and plate number are missing. Undoubtedly this is the
most valuable complete pane of any of the U.S. 19th century stamps; it has been
appraised at $35,000 (co nsidered only as pairs per Scott's Spec ialized) . Th ere
is no complete pane known from plate 5; the largest block known is of 2 I stamps,
unused . As for plate 6, there has never been seen an imp rint or part of an imp rint
which definitely could be assigned to this plate, and of course No. 6 has never
been seen.

No complete pane is known of plate 7, but there is a block of 72 from right
pane illustrated in the Ashbroo k book on page 274. A similar block of 80 (8 x 10 )
is also known. Both blocks show right imprint and plate number. Of plate 8, a
complete left pane is known with plate number. T he Ashbrook on page 285 also
shows a block of 99 from right pane. Of plate 9 the Ashbroo k book, page 294,
shows a complete left pane with imp rint and plate numb er. A complete right pane
is also known but without imp rint or plate num ber. Of plate 10 there are about
20 complete panes known that show imprints and plate numbers.

T he largest block known of plate I I is believed to be a block of 9 unu sed,
showing three stamps each in top , 2nd, and 3rd rows. Of plate 12 the largest
block known is one of 78 fro m the left pa ne; it is described in the Ashbrook book
on page 323.
The S. Swan Embossed Corner-Card Placed Upon 52

Mr. R. E. Gillespie's inqu iry in Issue 56 regarding the emboss ing of S.SWANI
MONTGO ME RY I AL A on S2 has been completely answered by Mr. H. A. Meyer
who sends Fig. I , which depicts not only the letter ing but also the orna mental
vertica l side panels that were embossed with the lett ering, and are so arranged as
to form a frame for the stamp. Additionally inter esting is that the embossing ex
tends through the paper of the envelope; that is, is was applied af ter the stamp
was attac hed to the envelope.

Figure 1
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It is thus clear that the post office acce pted the embosse d stamp as valid, when
from strict interpretat ion of Regulations it should not have done so, beca use the
embossing mutil ated the stamp. The postm aster doubtless regarded the embossed
lett erin g as the same as a return address corn er ca rd, and attac hed no significance
to its being ove r the sta mp.

F rom the Alabama Department of Archives and History Mr. Meyer obtained a
complete historical run-down on S. Swan who was a publisher and also a conductor
of lotteries in Montgomery, having left there about 1860 for Wilm ington, Del.
A resume of the S. Swan biograp hy and background will be sent by M r. Meyer
to readers who wish to pu rsue the subjec t fur ther.
Perforated Stamps With Plate Number

Highly elusive, to say the least, is any stamp of the 1851-'60 issue to which
the margin strip with plate number is still attac hed, and parti cularly is this true of
used perforated stamps-because the nar row edging that co nta ined imprint and
plate number was almost always removed .

Thus, for exa mple, Dr. Ca rro ll Chase ( Issue 23) reported knowing of only
thr ee left-pane and two right-pane numbers from plate 15. Thi s plate was extensive
ly used , though its shee ts gene ra lly were not returned from Southern post offices
after demonetization.

E xceptionally noteworth y, therefore, is the illustra ted used pair of 10ct

Type V, reported by Mr. L. J . Ma son , 51-52L 2, the right-hand sta mp showing
curl in E of CENTS. Mr. M. L. Neink en comm ents as follows as to the scarcity of
No. 2P plate numbers on the 10ct stamp:

I have no record of seeing thi s number on used copies of the 10ct per fo rated stamp.
Imprint numbers. either used or unused on sta mps of the 1857 issue, are exceedingly
ra re. On the JOct stamp fro m plate 1 and on the 12ct sta mp fro m plates 1 or 3, it is
d iffic u lt to find a co py that shows even a sma ll part of the impri nt, much less the
plate num ber. An illustr ation of a 2P plate num ber on the edge of a strip of 10ct
Ty pe V ( un used) is in the Ashbrook book on the 10ct sta mp. and reprinted in my
revise d ed ition of 1960.
INTRODUCE A FRIEND TO THE U.S. PHILATELIC CLASSICS SOCIETY
-USE THE BLUE APPLICATION BLANK ENCLOSED
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Newly Reported Markings Associated With U.S. Mails

References to USPM in Chronicle refer to the Society-sponsored book U.S.
Postal Markings and Related Mail Services by Tr acy W. Simpson .

pArD
A

c
E

lllustra- USPM
tion No . Schedule Description (dim ension ill nun} Used With R eport ed by

A A-14 a PAID 17 X 4 with large P. Proctorsville, VI. S2 L. R. Campbell
B A-2 OSWEGO,/D/N. York. C-3 !. Unu sual to S5 H. S. Now ak

have such full punctuation ( note comma
aft er town name-also unu sual abbrevia-
tion for State).

C A-13 4-bar grid C-24 (blue). Wo rcester, Mass. S2 W. Wehmann
Exa mples have also been seen showing all
bars nearl y complete.

D A-13 10 point pin-wheel C-9 V2. How ells Depot , S5 W. Wehmann
N.Y. (exce ptionally sma ll).

E A-8b PASSUMPSIC /D/PAID/ 3 cts C-30 (Ver- S2 H. M. Spelm an, III
mont ) . Delete the similar mark ing in
Sched. A-8c because it is PAID above
the 3 cts; not a stra ight line.
WANTED
FINE COLLECTIONS

INDIVIDUAL RARE ITEMS

ANY COUNTRY. ANY AMOUNT

FAIR PRICES PAID

U.S.A. STAMP CO.

Box # 3263 , Dept. C

Grand Central Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10017
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OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specialty
Write lor my-

FREE SPECIAL LISTS OF OLD U.S. COVERS

Approvals g ladl y se nt to U.S. Philal etic C lassics Soci ety and A.P .S. members

The New AMERICAN STAMPLESS Cove r Catalog
Hard Cover , Delu xe , Postpaid $7.00
Pap er Bound, Postpaid $5 .00

E. N. SAMPSON
P.O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810
THE ELITE ...

Is selective for what it buys,
what it pays,

and from whom it buys.

JULIARD CLASSICS

International

Offers those "reol" stamps You cannot

find in many stackbooks, met iculously
described (with photos), backed with a
standing gua,antee, and priced at the
min imum.

Send 251' for your copy
of the 1968 issue

Alex S.Juliard
Bryn Ma.VlTr Fa.. 19010

(Est. by L. Julia'd, 1889/.
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS
ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE
SURE TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND
INSPECT AN OUTSTANDING AR
RAY OF THESE CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR
AUCTION CATALOGS AS THESE
ISSUES ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.
Philatelic Classics Society
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 02108
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
The various markings shown in previou s issues of Th e Chronicle have, as
usual, produced a good deal of response and reports of similar items. There are
also a few errors to correct.

Mr. C. W. Chri stian report s usage of one of the New York patent killers,
No . 2 1, page 27 of Chronicle No. 57. This, Mr. Christian notes, is used on a 3¢
plus I ¢ ca rrier cover, struck twice with the killer and a clear New York town
mar k dated Oct. 22, 1862. Mr. J . Kesterson and Mr. Louis R . Campbell both
report ed markings with hyphenated state abbreviations. Mr. Kesterson's exa mple is
item 2 of Plate 1; Mr. Campbell reported a Troy, N-Y marking on a 3¢ 1857 stamp.

Mr. C. E. Taft reported a Washington carri er dated Sep t. 25, 1865 on an
incoming cover , the marking being a back stamp similar to item H of Plate I,
page 19 of Chronicle No. 57.

Th e article by Mr. Delf Norona in Chronicle No. 57 has aroused some
discussion regarding methods of classification of postal markings for the 1861-69
period. Obviously, Mr. Norona' s article covered the reasons why the norm al,
routine markings of the larger cities during this period follow a pattern of
similarity. Since the instruments which produce the markings were furn ished
by the Post Offi ce Department and bought on contract fro m specific manufacturers,
it follows that produ cts of a manu factu rer would be made about the same. While
these may be not standardized to the point where we ca n simply say "Type A, B or
C," they are only usefu l for approximate dating of cove rs. In this respect it might
be interesting to know when various cities first used cer tain types.

However, neglectin g the fact that the first effort in attem pting to prod uce a
cata log of markings of a period is to record enough mark ings to classify, the major
interest prob ably lies in those markings which are not standard products. It is these
which the Period Edito r has attempted to record and encourages readers to send
for reco rd. In this respect, one word of cauti on ; many readers have submitted
Xerox or othe r similar cop ies of cove rs, markings, e tc. Th ese are fine. as long as
they are the same size as the original. However , many of tod ay's copying machines
produ ce a slight-perhaps 10% or so- reduct ion in size. If the item includes a
sta mp, then the Period E ditor ca n usually detect this reduction.

Item 4 of Plate I is a forwarded marking. While we have not normally reco rded
these unless unu sual, this is notewor thy because ap pa rently no due fee was cha rged
for the cove r being forwa rded. Th e Act of Congress approving free forwa rding of
domestic mails was passed on June 12, 1866, although such forwarding had to be
"upo n request of the party addressed."

Item 5 is a part of a date, Dec. 12, apparently applied at Harrisburg, Pa.
Pencill ed on the cover is a comment of some previous owner to the effect that the
cover was adve rtised. Th e cos t of such adve rtising was I¢ per lett er per inserti on ;
the number of insertions was limited by the size of the office, but in no case oftener
than once a week . Consequ entl y, a fee of 12¢ for adve rtising would mean that such
a cove r had been advertised 12 times in a space of 12 weeks; this also assumes that
the Harri sburg post office had excee ded $7,500 per quarter. If receipts were from
$ 1,000 to $7,500 per quarter, then adve rtising of unclaimed letters could onlv be
done twice a mon th. Th is is cove red in the 1859 P.L. & R., Sees. 181-184. Gen
era lly, adve rtised letters are so marked , also.

Item 15 is of interest, being, in effect, a "forerunner" of the more standardized
markings used at Point Lookout ( the lists of post offi ces call it Point Look Ou t)
after this place was made into a large Federal pri son for Conf ederate prisoners of
war .

Item 16, although it reads "ACO," is almos t cert ainly Macon , Ga., with the
first and last lett ers not show ing.
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Domestic Postal Markings
PLAT E I

Item D escription*
Used Wi th
Scott N o . R eported by

FRANKLIN /D/TEN in 251/2 mm circle . Occupa
tio n usage ; may be post war. Addressed to Ohio.

2 CLIFTON / D/N-Y with "0" (not duplexed ) killer.
Both in gray -blue.

3 KEY WEST / D / FLA, occ upation mark ing, on cover
from aboard U .S.S.Stars & Stripes.

4 FORWARDED used at Danv ille, Va. No due mark 
ing, so this is very earl y usage of free forwarding
of mail.

5 " 12" used as an receivi ng (?) marking at Harrisburg,
Pa. Cov er mailed from Towanda , Pa. on Dec. 11
( year ?) .

6 SHIP, in boxe d ova l. See text.

7 "Oct/ 4" on cove r from Cromwell, Conn. to Pitts
field , Mass. This is receiving date , stamped on front
by Pitt sfield post office.

8 POST OFFI C E/ FREE/BUSIN ESS with ballo on
marking of LaFargeville, N.Y. Why the stamp used
with this marking?

9 BOYDTON/D/VA with POST AG E PD (o r " IO"?)
used as a killer. T his is on a folded letter (a business
lett er!) from Mec klinburg, Va. dated July I, 1867.
Note the last letter of JUN being altered to JULy
in m / s. T ha t bot h the type of town markin g and
the folded lett er seem to date fro m 20 yea rs pre
vious indi cate that reconstruction times were hard
times.

10 W E ST BOX FORD/D /M ASS., "NOT CA LLE D
FOR," "5" in circle (used to cancel the sta mp) and
"May 1," on cove r addressed to Manchester , N.H.,
which is struck on back , dated Jun. 16. All the
markings save the one were applied at Manchester ,
where the cover was evidently advertised.

11 CHE STERFIELD/ D/Ms., 351/2 nun balloon mark
ing.

12 ADVERTISED /D/PORT ROYA L S.C. in double
circle, on letter from Nor wich, Co nn., rec'd Jun .
15, 1865.

13 PAVILION / D/ N.Y. with fancy leaf killer (not
dupl exed ).

14 MIAMIVILLE/D/O. in double circle , double lined
outer circle town ma rkin g, on cover (soldier's letter)
from Ca mp Denni son , 0 ., Feb . 14, (1862 ). Fo re
runner of Ca mp Dennison markings.

15 POINT LOOKOUT/ MD carved provision al hand
stamp. With m/ s date of Aug. 18 (1862 ) . F rom
attendant at H ammond Hospital , prior to establish
ment of P.W . camp.

16 MACON/D/GA. ( probab ly; no "ACO" is listed in
either lists of post offices or atlases ) and shield with
stars killer. Post war, reco nstructio n period usage.

17 VICKSBURG / AUG 22, 1863 DYD /MISS.- very
earl y usage of Federa l occ upation marking; Vicks
bur g fell on Jul y 4, 1863. On soldier's lett er fro m
member of 83rd Oh io.

18 MIAMIVILLE P.O./D/ CAMP DENNISON, O. in
la rge double circl e. Conta ins lett er datelined April
3, 1865 from Dennison U.S.A . General Hospit al.
Ca mp Dennison was primarily a mustering center
and training camp, near Cincinnat i.

19 SOME RVILLE/ D/ N .Y. with fancy star killer (no t
duplexed ) .

* Note: All markings in black unless stated otherwise.

65 Dr. John B. T homison
and Scott G allagher

65 J. Kesterson

65 Mrs. Josie Stult z

65 J . Kesterson

65 J. Kesterson

R. B. Graha m and
L. Persson

65 Mrs. Jo sie Stultz

65 R. de Wasser man

65 J . Kesterson

65 J . Kesterson

65 A. H. Bond

65 George N. Malpass

65 David Skowland

No ne R. B. Gra ham

65 R. B. Grah am

65 R. de Wasserm an

No ne R. B. Graham

65 Mrs. Josie Stult z

65 J. Kesterson
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The Ship 3 Rate of Civil War Days

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

In Chronicle No. 45, under the heading, "Information Wanted," the Period
Editor discussed the various markings including the legend " U.S.SH IP," some
being with a statement of 3¢ or 6¢ rate as an integral pa rt of the marking.
Additional data was requested which would show points where covers having
these markings originated. The problem was indicated as being somewhat difficult ,
as most covers bearing these markings have no indication of when they were
sent or where from ; or at what port, if any, the marking was applied; or at
which the cover arrived. This has been a "slow" project, and the real reason
is that so few covers containing letters or other endo rsemen ts providing additional
data than the mark ings exist.

However , the opinion of the Period Editor is that the U.S.SHIP covers
represent a means of sending mail of soldiers or sailors in U.S. service, and at
point s such as Hilton Head, S.C., Fo rt Pickens, F la., Ship Island , Miss., etc., or
aboard blockaders off Confederate ports. These people were genera lly withou t
postoffice service and the only communications with the north was by the govern
ment stea mers and despatch vessels. Tho se sending letters often had no place
to buy stamps-and probably no money to buy such if ava ilable. At the outset
of the Civil War , sending domestic letters unp aid had only been illegal abo ut
five years, and the age-old practice of sending mail collect had been hard for
the Post Office Department to stamp out. Consequ ently, in 1860, regulations
stating that unpaid domestic letters would not be delivered but were to be sent
to the Dead Letter Office were announced and enforced. Consequently, the
only way letters could be sent legally without prepayment by the aforesaid
soldiers and sailors was as ship letters, which were sent collec t, but at a ra te
of the regular domestic rate plus 2¢ ship fee. Th e latter fee was paid to the
private shipmaster who turned in such letters to the pos t office. So, apparently
to give these in service a "legal" means of sending mail hom e, such letters were
considered ship letters so that they could be sent collect, but apparently regu
lations of the War and Navy Departm ents were issued so that the masters of
the government despatch vessels could not accept the 2¢ ship lett er fees. Conse
quently, such letters were marked "SHIP," but the rate was 3¢ rather than
5¢ due, there being no ship letter fee.

Although some of the above is speculation, there is evidence in the Official
Records in the form of a statement of the commander of one of the Navy
steamers who suggested that the 2¢ ship fees which he was not permitted to
collect be credited to the expenses of ope rating the despatch steamers.

From this, the "U .S.SHIP" markings undoubtedly stem. However, con
curre nt with and probably before the U.S.SHIP markings appea red, covers
bearing simply a "SH IP" and "Due 3¢" rate appea red. Unlike the U.S.SHIP
marking s, these simply bear normal town or port of entry mark ings, and such
have been seen from such places as Philadelph ia, Old Point Com fort , Key West
and a few other points. Some of these SHIP markings are known identified with
the same town mar king on normally rated covers, and there is no doubt where
they were applied. However, there are two possible exceptions. One of these
is the "SHIP" in a round ended box depicted as item 6 in our plat e of postal
markin gs. Figure 1 shows an example of this usage from aboa rd the U.S.S.
Hartford, and on this basis, the marking would seem to have been a New
Orleans product. However, the same marking is known on covers from such
places as Old Point Comfort, Va., New London, Conn. , Boston, Mass. and on
many covers with no town markin g but with origin associated with other point s.

The second such mark ing is known to Mr. Henry A. Meyer and the writer
as the "condensed" SHIP , and the cover of Fig. 2 illustrates this marking. This
same ident ical marking is known on covers bearing the datestamp of such places
as Philadelphia and Boston, as is shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

The only conclusion we can draw about the latter marking is that it was
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Figure 1

From aboard the U.S.S.Hartford, at New Orleans, June 3, 1862. Beors boxed SHIP and either a
"3 " cancelling a liS" or vice-versa . The earliest recarded Federal usage af the reopened New Orleans
post office is June 2.
Co l lection 0/ Cap t . H . F . Rommel , USN PIIOIO bv H enry A . M ever

SH'~

-.l-'r o ' u.. ·F. ~

.sh~\.":5 u1q,-lJ~

~l'fu.s~~Si!:'-'-"Ri"'Z~~

Figure 2

From aboard th e U.S.S.Supply, a storeship, in the riv er
May 3r d, 1862.

below New Orleans. Noted as written

Phot o br H eIl TJ' A . M eyer

applied by a sea going ro ute agent who tr avelled aboard the desp atch stea mers.
T he mark ing presumably was applied so that the covers wou ld be rated as ship
lett ers and thus avoid the Dead Letter Offi ce. Nearly all-but not all- these
covers are ra ted with but 3¢ due. Regarding the cover of Fig. I , we are un
certain whethe r the "5" is cor rec ted to a "3" or vice-versa.

The problem of the marking on the cover of Fig. I isn't so clear. Th e
marki ng is also know n on covers that clearl y en tered the mails at Hampden
Roads, bearing ( usua lly) no markings, but an identifiable " Due 3" known to
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Figure 3

From oboord th e U.S.S.Colorado. Probably brought into Ph iladelph ia aboard t he naval de spereh
stea mer U.S.S.Rhode Island.
Co llection o f Floyd R isvold Pho to h}' H en ry A . M eye r

...

(!It c;/.//~.tJ-~~ d'~ -~b"'~
j

Figure 4

From th e U.S.Gunboat Katahdin, th en at New Orleans.
Co llection of Capt: H. F. Rommel, USN Ph oto b)' H enr y A . Mer"

have been used by the Old Point Comfort mail clerks who received mails from
troops and block aders that arrived by despatch steamers. The few markings seen
with this "SHIP" have been either Norfolk or Old Point Comfort, although both
are very rare, on covers known to have arrived at this point.

The same SHIP is also known used after the war from New Orleans and
also post war usages from Old Point Comfort may exist. The conclu sion here
is that the marking may have been used by mail agents at various points, but
ultimately wound up at New Orleans and Old Point Comfort-except that this
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doesn't explain the New London and Boston usages with the same marking
too well!

Th e problem of duplicate markings has been con sidered , and if duplicate,
then the instruments are exac tly that. Mr. Henry A . Meyer and the writer once
ro unded up all the covers with the "boxed" SHIP that we cou ld locate and
M r. Meyer took a ser ies of very careful exact size photos. Sup erimposition of
the negatives indicated the markings were app arentl y the product of the same
or instruments iden tical down to the proverbia l gnat's eyelash! T his is quit e
possible, of co urse, a ltho ugh extremely unusual, considerin g the methods used
to manufacture such instruments in the 1860's.

We would be much interested in othe r cove rs bearin g these markings, par
ticularl y those show ing origin.

With Stamps Added . . .

Figure 5 shows two covers, deliber ately illustr ated at much reduced size,
which show how far the efforts of a faker to o roduce a rare and unusual item
ca n miss, when offered to the postal histori an . -T hese two cove rs both originated
aboa rd the Fla gship of Farragut at New Orleans, as the writer , Firema n Fr aser ,
was a member of the crew of the U.S .S.Hartford. The upp er cover is a nice
example of the boxed SH IP with due 3, and the stamp (3¢ 1857 ) add ed with
its PA ID and tied with blue crayon , conflict s ent irely with the facts of origin
and the Due 3 marking. In the 1857 period, the amount due should have been
2¢ to have been a partially prepaid ship lett er , at least in 1861 and 1862!

Figure 5

Th e lower cover, without any tie between stamp and cover, is very similar
to the cover illustrated in Fig. I , but was probably brought into New Orl eans
by private ship, judging by the "5." We also may note that the New Orleans
post office invariably used a ta rget killer duri ng this period ; that the stamp wou ld
be pen cancelled is absurd in view of the other markings.

Th e Peri od Editor suggested to the person submitting these item s that he
remove the stamps and would thus have a pair of nice postal history items.
IF YOU WERE NOT A MEMBER OF THE U.S. PHILATELIC CLASSICS
SOC IETY, WOULDN'T YOU APPRECIATE IT IF SOM EONE HANDED YOU

THE ENCLOSED BLUE APPLICATION FORM?
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An Early Printing of the 90c 1869 Stamp

Plate II illustrates, in skeleton form , layout lines as found on a 90 ¢ 1869
stamp submitted by Mr. Len Mason. This must be an extremely early printing
in that the lines show so sharply. Mr. Mason also showed us a proof of the
same stamp with the lines at the side but not those horizontally through the
center of the design .

That Mr. Ma son 's stamp is an issued stamp and not a scraped proof with
a fak ed cancel is attested by a Foundation certificate. In addition to the guide
lines in red and black, there are two small black lines at the right edge of the
design, possibly tool scratches although it is impossible to say whether these
are on the die or just on the plate. Somehow or oth er, when we think of plate
var ieties, we think of stamps with extensive usages such as require recutting of
worn plates. Here is an example that plate varieties are apt to be found on any
19th century U.S. stamp.

LIne of
oval.

I No~ e
Gu ide line ( b la c k)
Conh"nes fhrough
medallion fa feff
ed ge of design.

~\ock and
ill Red quide

\ tries - super
trn po sed .

PLATE II
From a drawing b)" C. E" Talt
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BvS

PCM
F M
BM
BvE

Additions to the Listing of Known 90c 1861 Covers
Volume XVII, No.1, October, 1964

FRANK S. LEVI, JR., and J. DAVID BAKER

Mr. Levi keeps complete files of clippings from auction catalogues from
which most of these addi tions were made.

Corrections and additions to the original list will be listed first, and then
the additions to the list star ting with No . 28 will follow.

Your help is needed to identify the auction catalogue and through this, the
description and compl ete details on covers, Nos. 45 , 46, and 47.

Abbreviatio ns used :
BvM British Mai l via Marsei lles

( I.) U nder If.I oz., (2 .) If.I -under 1;2 oz ., (3 .) Y2 -unde r .Y! oz ., (4.) Y-l 
un der I oz .
Briti sh Ma il via Sou tham pto n
( I.) Not over Y2 oz. , (I I.) Over 1/2 oz ., no t over I oz .
Prussia n C losed Mail
French Mail
Bri tish T reat y Ma il
Br itish Mail via E ngland

COI'er Stamps
N o. DlIte From To A ddressee De no minati ons R oute R ate

4 Hear d & Co.
7 12/29/ 62

II 11/24/ 63
14 Hoyan, J r.
17 4/16 /65 Illegible town Jas. Stewart
18 Phi lad elphia Mo rgan
2 1 11/5 /67
22 5/9 / 66
23 7/20/ 66
26 4 / 9 /67 T ho rn to n
27 11/24 / 67
28 3/1 9/ 62 New Y or k Sha nghai John Ni xon 3+3+12+90 BvM 1.08(3 )
29 9/9 / 62 New Yo rk Sha nghai Heard & Co . 24+90 BvM 1.I4 (2x57¢ )
30e 7/3 1 Stockton, Cal. Rock port ,

Mass. Choat 10+10+30+90+90+90 3.20
3 1 3/4 New York Corisco,

W. Africa Jas Mackey 24+30+30+90+90 BvS 2.64(8x33¢)
32 7/ / 63 Boston Ho ng Ko ng Heard & Co. 3+3+10+90 BvM 1.06(2 )
33 7/8 /65 Sa n Francisco England 3+3+24+24+90 1.44 (6 x24¢ )
34 11/25 /65 New York Canton, C hinaCarlowi tz & Co . 90¢ shield ca nce l BvS .90(2 )
35 11/15 /65 New York Hon g Kon g John Midd leton , Jr.3+3+10+90 BvM 1.06(2 )
36 a 1/ / 64 Ne w York Sha ngha i Heard & Co . '1+24+90 Bv 1.14(2x53¢)
37 5/1 9/68 Boston Ahmednug-

gu r, India Rev . Bissell 10+12+90 BvS 1.12 (4x28¢)
38 8/ 6/68 Salem, M ass. Zan zib ar G oo dhue 3+3+90 PC M .96
39 E ngland Hod ges, Esq. 3+3+90 BM .96 (4x24¢ )
40 2/3 Sa n Fra nci sco F rance 3+24+24+24+90 F M 1.65(1 lx 15¢)
41 10/28 Boston Hon olulu Allen 90¢ via S.F. .90 ( 9xI 0¢ )
42 7/ 11 New York Leip zig Scha ll 90¢ PC 1'\1 .90(3x30¢ )
43 10/ New York Sha nghai Heard & Co. 10+24+90 1.24
44 10/ / 66 ew York Lyon 30+30+90+90 90+90 F I'\[ 4.20(28x I5¢)
45b '1 '1 Za nzibar Goodhue 90 BvS 2x45¢
46c ? ? ? '1 3+3 ( pair )+90 96¢
47 b ? ? ? ? 90+90 pair 1.80

a. H armer Rooke 4/25 /62 L 21 no tatio n by S. B. Ashb rook on co ver rever se rea ds 'T here was no such
ra te as $ 1.14 in Ja nuary 1864 'Via Mar sei lles.' The co rre ct rat e was 53¢ per '/2 oz . or $ 1.06, double rate.
If thi s cover is genuine, the rat e was over paid by 8¢."

b. ? Sale lo t 1031.
c.? Sale lot 1032.
d. ? Sale lo t 117 .
e. F ront only.
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P. L. & R.
The absence of an issue of the P. L. & R. between 1859 and 1866 was

du ring a per iod when the country was at war , which in itself required a great many
change s in the postal system, and also when the liberal attitude of Postmaster
General Montgomery Blair brought on a grea t many more important ch anges.
Most of these cha nges were probably covered by bulIetins to the postmasters
throughout the country. The extent of these wilI need to be recorded by someone
better informed on the subject than the writer. However, it is not eworthy that
the List of Post Offices in United States (no "the" before " United States" )
embraces, as titled, "certain importan t regulations, and other posta l information."
Th is was said to ha ve been revised and corrected by the P.O.D. up to J uly 1,
1862, although that the list of distributing offices contai ned in the preface is dated
October 1, 1862 may be significant. Some of the items mentioned in the preface
were peculiar to the war years, and some merely represen ted changes req uired
by other circumstances. We list some of these.

C hapter J, Sec . 9. Th e full postage on do mestic lett er s was req uired to be
pr epaid by postage stamps, except fo r f ranked lett ers, to go free, and sold ier's and
naval letter s, to go co llect.

C ha pter JI covered the frankin g pri vilege. The fr anking pri vilege travelled with
the person so pri vileged. He was specifically excl uded fro m "leav ing his fra nk beh ind
him to cove r his correspondence in his absence." Letters o r pap ers bea ring the f ra nk of
a pr ivileged person who had not been in the vicinity (of the mail ing office ) for severa l
days were to be rat ed up by weight and sent co llec t, with d ue markings. T he word
"free" was requ ired to be writte n with the frank ing signature.

Chapter JII. 24 . " Letters mailed in the ca rs can be prepaid only by using postage
sta mps or stamped envelop es; and when thu s not prepaid , it is the du ty of postmasters
to tr eat all such lett ers unp aid , althou gh marked ' Paid '- no route agent bei ng per
mitted to rece ive prepayment in mon ey."

Cha pter V. 26. T he last clau se ( in ital ics ) of Regulati on N o. 397 (e d ition of
1859 ) is repealed and postm asters are prohib ited fro m using th e marking or ra ting
stamps to ca ncel the postage sta mps, it being fo und very im perfect ; a nd a distin ct
cance ller must be used ,

C hapter VII I. List of dist ributing offices on the 1st of Octob er , 1862.

Office St ate Office S tate

Boston Massachusetts Cleveland Ohio
Portland Maine Toledo Ohio
Hartford Connecticut Detro it Michigan
New York New York Indianapolis Indiana
Albany New York Cairo Illinois
Buffalo New York Chicago llIinois
Philadelphia Pennsylvania St. Joseph Missouri
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania St. Louis Missouri
Baltimore Maryland Louisville Kentucky
Washington District of Columbia Dubuque Iowa
Wheeling Virginia San Francisco California
Cincinnati Ohio Sacra mento California
Columbus Ohio

The list of postmasters and post offices included alI the sta tes. Where a post
office was listed, but no postmaster 's name given, as with most (b ut not alI)
offices in the seceded states, this was indicated to mean the office had been
suspended.
ISN'T THERE SOMEONE YOU KNOW W HO'D APPRECIATE KNOWING
A BOUT THE U.S. PHILATELIC CLASSICS SOCIETY? HAND HIM THE BLUE
APPLICATION FORM ENCLOSED WITH THIS ISSUE OF THE CHRONICLE.
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Addenda
P LATE V

NEW YORK

115-P-I , 26 blue , 1876 ( Buffa lo and Toledo ). I
115-Q-I , 25 Y2 bla ck , Banknote. I
127-F-I , 27 blac k, WYD 1884 (O swego & Bingham ton ) . 2
132-B-I , 26 black , Banknote (Cayuga & Ith aca ) . 5

PENNSYLVANI A

178-B-I, 26 blac k, Banknote. 12
199-C-l , 26 black , WYD J886 (Montand on & Bellefonte ). 4
235-S-3, D. Oval 28 Y2-20 Y2 x 23-15 blue, WYD 1876 . 12

DELAW ARE

260-C- I, 27 black, WYD 1885 ( Philadelphia & Wyo ming ) . 4

MARYLAND

272-S-3, D. Oval 28Y2-191/2 x 23-13 1/2 blue, WYD 1885 (Washington County Br. ) . 9
274-S-2 8, D. O va1 30 1/2-21 Y2 x 24-14 blue, WYD 1887. 8

WEST VIRGINI A

Catalog R oute 279 : C lar ksburg to Weston , W.V. CLA RKSBURG H, W ESTON & GLEN
VILLE R.R .

R oute A gents: C la rksburg and Weston , W.V. 1882, 83-1 Agent (26 miles )
Mark in gs: 279 -B- I, 27 black, 1885. 6

VIRG INIA

303-L-I , 26 1/2 black , 1875 ( Richmond & Huntington , Eas tern Division ) . 4

NORTH CA ROLINA

322 -E-3, 25 1/2 black , Banknote. 9
328 -D- I, 25 1/2 blac k, Bank not e ( Raleigh & Faye ttev ille). 7 (See a lso Ca ta log Rou te 326 )

SO UTH CA ROLINA

339-F-I , 26Y2 blac k, 1881 (Spartanburgh and Union) . 8
339-G-I , 27 black , WYD 1882 (Hendersonville & Alston) . 3
350-L- I, 25 Y2 dark blu e, 1879 (C ha rleston & Savann ah ) . 3

MISSISSIPPI

424-C-2 , 251/2 black , Bank note ( Meridian & Vicksburg ) . 4

ARKANSAS

Catalog R OIIRe 455 : Memphis, Te nn. to Litt le Rock, Ark . MEMPHIS & LITTLE ROCK R.R .
Route A gen ts: Memphis, Tenn. and Litt le Rock, Ark. 1873-2 Agents, 1875, 77, 79, 82, 83

3 Age nts ( 179 miles )
Markings: 455-A-I , 261/2 black , WYD 1882. Ne gati ve E killer. 5

TENNE SSEE

5 10-E-2, 251/2 black, 1887 (Nashville & Chattanooga) . 2

KENTUCKY

530-B-I , 26 Y2 blu e, 1874 ( Elizabethtown , Lexington & Big Sandy) . 15

INDIANA

654-1-1,251/2 black , Ban knote (I ndia napo lis & Louisville ) . 2
654-1-2, 26 blue, Banknote. 2
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ADDENDA PLATE V
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The 1861 Period; Scott's Specialized u .S. Listings
of Cancellations on the Various Stamps

T he Peri od Editor is freq uently approached regarding possible new listings
of vario us markings on stamps of the 1861 period in the Scott Specialized U.S.
ca talog. Although such listings are obviously up to the Edi tor s of the ca ta log,
and we have no intention of atte mp ting to influence any decisions rega rding
listings they make, we are willing to serve as a "sounding board" for various of
our members as to what should and should not be listed. For exa mple, Mr.
Henry S. Nowak wro te some time ago suggesting that the 3¢ pin k should be
listed with 1861 year dat e. When Mr. Nowa k suggested th is, the Period Editor
was qui te surprised to note that there was no such listing, but reco mmen ded this
matter be brought to the attention of the Edi tor of the Scott Ca talog.

The E dito r of the Scott Ca talog has responded, stating that he reco llects
seeing pinks with 1861- and doubtless, 1862 year dated postmarks in the past,
but still requ ired positive evidence from which to make a listing. In other words,
memory or a simple report isn't enough, and we will cer ta inly applaud this
objectivity.

In this case, we believe positive evidence is being furnished of the existence
of the 3¢ pink with 186 1 yea r dated cancellat ion in the form of a Xe rox of
a Fo unda tion Ce rtificate .

We wonde r if similar evidence could not be found of the same stamp with
1862 yea r dated cancellation?

We also note seve ra l oth er listings of which we are aware and which wo uld
seem to be desi rable to be listed in the Scott's Spec ialized U.S. Among th ese
are the various Banks' Division markings on the 3¢ pink, the pigeonblood, No .
64a on patriotic cover and the separation of the ca ncellations on rose pin ks and
pinks. No doubt this latter wou ld be qu ite difficult, as sepa ration of these stamps
is not easy. However, no doubt the Fo unda tion Cer tificate could serve very well
as the necessary evide nce that the mark ing exists on the correct stamp, as such
certificates picture the item and attes t to the color of the stamp or which par
ticular va riety it happens to be.

In the Period Edi tor 's opinion, there are many items which could readily
be listed in the Scott Catalog but which are not, simply because the Editors
of the Ca ta log do not have clear , positive evidence of the existence of the item.
Ma ny owners of such material do not tro uble to have it listed, feeling that they
do n't want to part with their " treasure" for the necessary length of time required
fo r the Ed itors to inspect it. Also , many collector s are uncertain what steps are
required to bring items to the attention of the Edito rs for possible listing. While
in the past, there has often been question of why the edito rs did or did not list
items offered, this write r feels that if an item fi ts in well with other listings in
the ca ta log, and, obviously, there is clear and positive proof the item is O. K.
and exists, and, lastly, the item is significant enough to list, then it probably
will be listed.

We'd like to applaud Mr. Nowa k for taking the trouble to atte mpt gett ing
this listing made.
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SWAP?
Try a "Classified" adve rt isement in The Chronicle. Send your copy to the
advertising manager, Mr. Sol Salkind, 330 6 Rochambeau Ave., Bron x,
N. Y . 10467.

Remit at the rate of 50¢ per line (40 letters or spaces) when you send
your copy. Dead line, March 15, 1968 for next issue.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Collector wa nts for purchase covers wi th
Tennessee Ca nce ls, Corne r Cards, Stam pless,
19th & Ea rly 20th Century and Confedera te.
D r. John B. T ho mison, 2 1st and H ayes Med i
ca l Bldg., Nashville, Tenn. 37203 .

Ne ed platin g ma terial on the On e Ce nt 185 1.
Wo uld appreciate loan s of pairs or strips fro m
Pl ate 3 and Plate 11. Needed to complete
plate reco nstructio ns. Mortimer L. Neinken ,
200-5th Ave ., New Yo rk Ci ty 100 10.

Wanted to purch ase, private perfs tied on
cover such as Farwells, Schermack s, etc. Please
send priced or will mak e offer . Sol Salkind ,
3306 Rochambe au Ave., Bronx, N .Y. 10467.

Collector will pay premium pr ices fo r
Chicago covers, stampless to 1880. Mu st be
goo d to fine collec tible condition. Chester C.
Peterson , 365 1 No. Dam en Ave .. Chicago,

Ill. 606 18. Member of SPA C PS USCC FCS
U PSS and US PCS.

U.S. 19th Century Covers sta mpless ,
185 1-6 1, Civil War patr iotics, fancy cancels
and illu strated adve rtising-Send fo r monthl y
net priced lists. W. R. G ibson , 88 Hollins
Lane, East Isl ip , N .Y. 11730 .

Wanted : Civil War covers such as Ca mp
Chase or o the r Columbus, Oh io Civil War
exa mined covers; Covers show ing occupation
usages-ie, U.S. sta m ps or sta mpless so ldie r's
lett ers bea ri ng postm arks of towns in Confed
er ate sta tes, 1861-65; a lso "Ship 3" or "U.S.
Ship" ra tes . R ichar d B. G raham, 25 9 E .
Dom inion Blvd ., Co lum bus, Oh io 43214.

Wanted : New York City year dat e J uly 12,
20 and 26 , 1853 . Would like to purchase o r
see fo r research. Hunter M. Thom as, J r. , 2723
So. Veitch, A rli ngton, Va . 22206.
TRY A CLASSIFIED IN THE CHRONICLE-it pays!
P~~~~.
~ Borrow with confidence ~

I
k~ In any emergency, borrow I~~

the mon ey you nee d at III

Edelman's. Use your collec-
tion as colla tera l and still
re tain complete ow nership. B
A t Ede lm an's, you ca n

~
,~. -,', obtain qu ick, confident ial I

loans for any amount up
to 80 % of the value of
your properties - from

B$50 to $50,000 and more . ~
W rite tod ay for fur ther

~ information .

I ""~~:'!~~~.:~, P.. IIi Where the public has borrowed rMl

.Ii~~ia

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

P. O. Box 488

Lexington, Mass. 02173

APS
VSPCS
CSA
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor
Mails Between Belgium and the United States

PART IV

GEORGE E. HARGEST

Addenda to Part s I and II

Dr. Jacq ues Stibbe, B ru ssels, Belgium, has sen t some detailed and interesting
inform ati on regarding th e handling of mail be tween Belgium an d the Un ited
States by th e Belgian post offices. Hi s info rmation is as follows (t ra nslation) :

Th e posta l conventio n between Great Britain and Belgium of October 19, 1844
became effective in Belgium on December I, 1844.

The reduction in rate following the conve ntion between the United States and
Great Britain was not applied to Belgian mail until after Marc h 29, 1849.

T he Belgian postal administration issued a "circulaire" (instruc tions to postal
agents) :

"A new convention between Great Britain and the Unit ed States of Amer ica
has red uced the ra te on correspondence exchanged, by way of England , between
the Un ited States and the continent. This cor respondence must be sent by British
or American packets, at the choice of the sender. Always, those to be tran smitted
by the latter must bea r in the upper par t of the address the words : 'Pa r paquebot
des Etats Un is' (By Uni ted States packet ) , followed by the postage to the benefit
of Great Britain ."

Th is circ ular was not received by the postal employees unt il March 30 or
April 1, 1849 .

F igure 1 presen ts a cover show ing that these ins tructions evidently re ma ine d
in fo rce afte r th e convention of A ugust 28, 1857 became effective. T his lette r
is p repaid 40 ce n time s, 20 centimes for Belgian inland and 20 centimes for
British transit postages, according to the A nglo -Be lgian co nventio n of A ugust 28,
1857 (see Chro nicle No . 56, p. 117 ) . This cover bears at upper right the endo rse
ment "Pr. paqu eb ot A merica in." It was rated for a co llec tion of 21 ce nts, and
the September 26 date in the New Yark marking ind icates th at it was co nveye d
fro m Southampton to N ew Yo rk by the Vanderbilt of the Va nde rbil t E uropean
Line.' T his cover is th e comple ment of th at illustrated as F igure 2 in P art II
of this series of a rticles which was prese nted in Chronicle No . 56.

Dr. Stibbe suggests th at the term "T axe redu ite" whic h ap pears in th e rec 
tan gul a r m arkin gs (Figure 1 of P art I ; Figure 1 of Part II ; and F igure I of
Part III of thi s series of articles) also mean s " to co nvert" (as in fo reign exchange).

The Anglo-Belgian convention of Nove mber 27, 1849 became effective in Belgium
on Fe brua ry 1, 1850, and that of August 28, 1857 on October I , 1857.

Belgian legislat ion affected the postage of letters addressed to fore ign countries
as follows :

The postal reform law of April 22, 1849 :
"Article 6. The Gove rnment is author ized to regulate the postage on letters

origina ting in or destined for fore ign countr ies according to the circums tances
and acco rd ing to the provisions of the conventions."

Thus, a simple dec ision of the ministry could fix interna tional ra tes, while domestic
ra tes were to be fixed by law.

Until the beginnin g of 1857 the postage of letters for the United States could
not be prepaid by postage stamps, but had to be prepaid in money. After the beginning
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Figure 1

of 1857 , lett ers prepaid by stamps wh ich were fo und in the boxes were tolerated ,
if the prepaymen t was correct. Insufficiently prepa id lett ers for the United Sta tes
( upon which prepayment was compulsory) were sent to the dead lett er office , Th is
may exp lai n the ra rity or non-existence of letters for the United Sta tes bearing the
first issue of Belgium.

Beginning Jun e I, 1864, all lett ers, ordina ry and reg istered, were requi red to be
prepaid by postage stamps, the payment of postage in money being suppressed.

Of Figure 3 of Chronicle No . 56 he notes that thi s lett er was deposited in the
station at A ntwerp in the hox of the travelling post office North No. I (from Antwe ro
to Brussels ) . Thi s office applied the name of the sta tio n of depar ture, A nvers (A ntwerp)
in a fra me and ca ncelled the sta mps "N l ," and a pplied the mark " P.P." which in
the rela tions with England (beginning in 1857 ) signified " Port paye part iellem ent"
( postage part ially paid ) , or for par t of the transit , since the Am erican inland postage
was not paid .

In the relations with England, the Belgian office indicated the postage to the
benefit of England in black ink, in shillings and pence, on the back of the lette r ( March
29, 1850 ) . then in red ink (A pril 25, 1853 ) , and finall y, in red ink on the face fro m
Jul y 7, 1854.

Fina lly, letters or igin atin g in Belgium to be sent on ly by American packets re
quired that the senders endorse the letter on the add ress to be sent by American
packet. Ot herwise lett ers were to be paid to he sent by Bri tish packe ts up to the
port of debarkation in the Un ited Stat es. If the English office should uti lize an
Am erican packet ( it ind icated on the face of the co ver) , the sea postage to the benefit
of the American of/ice.

Thi s editor is very much endebted to Dr. Stibbe, as are readers of the
Chronicle, for his kindness in sending this authoritative information.

The New Postal Conventions Effective in 1868

During 1867 the United States signed new postal con ventions with Gr eat
Britain (June 18, 1867 ) ,2 Belgium (August 2 1, 1967 ), :1 Neth erlands (September
26, 1 8 67 ), ~ North Germ an Union (October 2 1, 1867 ) / ' Switzerl and (October II ,
1867 ), 11 and Italy (Nove mber 8, 1867 ) .' John A. Kasson , Special Commissioner
of the U.S. Post Office Departm ent , represented the United States in the nego
tiation of all of these conventions. Kasson had been Fir st Assistant Postm aster
General, and had represented the United States at the Paris postal conference
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in 1863. The pri nciples develop ed and adopted by that co nference" are clearly
reflected in the a rticles of these conventio ns. Althoug h eac h of these co nve ntions
has ar ticles which ada pt themselves to the peculiar condition s of the country
with which it was negoti ated, ma ny of the a rticles are commo n to all of these
co nventio ns. It would, the refor e, be mislead ing to segregate the convention made
with Belgium and treat it separately without reference to the others . T he co mmo n
ar ticles of these co nve ntio ns will, therefore, be co nsidered as a unit.

While none of the co untr ies was willing, at that time, to go as fa r as to
allow each co unt ry to re ta in the pos tage it co llected, the rec iprocal nature of inte r
na tio na l mail was, neverth eless, recognized . As Postm aster Ge neral Alexa nder W.
R and all succinctly ex pressed it in his annua l report for 1867 :

"The postage collected in each country upon international correspondence, written
and printed, to be equally divided (betwee n the post offices of the two countries),
on the pr inciple that every letter receives an answer, and that the labors of each office
are substantially equal."

A ltho ugh it was not a lways provided that the divis ion be eq ua l, this pr inciple
was included in all of the convent ions signed by the Uni ted States during 1867."
T hus, af ter the effective dates of these conventions, debit or credit mark ings
were no lon ger necessary on intern at ion al letters. Th ey did, however, co ntinue
to be used on transit letters.

In a ll of these co nve ntions the United Sta tes adopted 15 grammes ( metric
syste m) as the sta ndard weight for a sing le ra te lett er, and a progression of one
additio na l ra te fo r each addi tional standard weight, or frac tio n thereof.!" Before
this provision co uld be includ ed in these co nventio ns, however , it was necessa ry
that Congress pass a law authorizing the use of the metr ic system of weights
in the United States, which it d id on Jul y 28, 1866.11 Since the local pos t offices
in the United Sta tes were not eq uipped to weigh in gram mes, all of these 15
gram mes rates were sta ted as rates pe r half-ounce when they were published to
postmasters and to the public. Altho ugh the half-ounce weighs only 14.18 gram mes,
the discrepancy , in relation to these conven tions, caused no difficulty because
all of the conventio ns provided that the weight sta ted by the des patching office
be acce pted, except in the case of manifest mistake.!-

A ll of the co nventions made du ring 1867 required that eac h office make its
own arrange men ts for the despatch of mail, and at its own cost, pay the expense
of intermediate transportat ion.I :! This necessarily assu med that eac h cou ntry would
furnish about the same amo unt of serv ice. It should also be noted tha t this ar tic le
ma de it possib le for the United Sta tes to despatch ma il by stea mship lines tha t
were not used by the Europeans, and vice versa.14

A ll of the co nve ntions prov ided for op tiona l p repayment of postage on inte r
national letters, but unpaid lette rs were to bea r a fine, and insu ffi cientl y paid
letters were to be subjec t to the unpa id letter fine as well as deficient postage.

The co nventions with Belgium , the Net he rla nds, Switzerland, and Italy pro
vided th at the single rate of postage on di rect co rrespondence excha nged between
the two administrations be 15 cents in the United Sta tes on prepaid letters. T he
wo rding of th is p rovision var ies slightly in each convention, bu t all spea k of
direct co rrespo nde nce . Formerly, the term direct referre d to mail co nveye d by
di rect steamer be tween New York and a European port witho ut passing th rou gh
E ngla nd. T he term direct as here used takes on a new meaning. Th e tables of
postages to foreign count ries included in the U.S. Mai l and Post Office Assistant
for Janu ar y 1868 show the rates to Belgium and the Netherlands, as follows:

Belgium . . . *15
Netherlands *15

T he asterisk indi cates th at prep ayment is optio nal, and the rates are for letters
no t exceeding one-ha lf ounce. While the Belgian and Ne therlands conventio ns
beca me effective on J anuary 1, 1868, the conventions with Switzerland and Italy

* Optiona l prep ayment
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did not com e into operation until April 1, 186 8. Among other rates, the June
issue!" of the table of postages to fore ign countr ies of the U.S. Mail and Post
Office Assistant lists the convention rates as follows :

Italy (direct closed mail via England) .
Switzerland (direc t closed mail via England) .

*15 1
*15 1

Acco rding to the previous terminology "direct clo sed mail via England " is a con
tr adiction. It now meant that the bags were closed in the United States and were
conveyed in closed condition through En gland and the other int ermediate countries
until they reached their destination in Switzerl and or It aly. In regard to mail to
Belgium and the Netherland s, that, too, was sent in clo sed bags directly to the
corresponding exc hange office in Belgium or the Netherl ands, but the United
States could select the route. Actually, the mail to Belgium was sent via E ngla nd,
and the mail to the Neth erland s, via England and Belgium .

Articles Relating Only to U.S.-Belgian Mail

Exc hange offices in the Uni ted States were established at New York and
Boston ; and in Belgium at Antwerp, Ostend (T rave lling Office ), and Ostend
(local Office ) . A table appended to the detailed regulation s.l" however, provided
that New York and Boston correspond only with the offices at Antwerp and
Ostend (Travelling Office ) . Th e exchange of mails was to be effected by means
of the steamship lines plying between Liverpo ol and New York, Bremen and
New York by Southampton, Hamburg and New York by Southampton, and by
Ca nadia n packets. While the convention allowed either co untry to select its rou te
for the despatch of mail, these regulations limited the choice to specific lines, all
of which conveyed the mail via England.

While Article V set the single rate on prepa id lett ers fro m the United States
at 15 cent s, and on prepaid lett ers fro m Belgium at 80 centimes , A rticle VI
provided:

"Whenever there shall be estab lished a direct line of steam communication
betwee n the po rts of th e United Sta tes and of Belgium . . . it is agreed that th e
intern at ion al single lett er ra te ap plicable to thi s route shall be red uced to 10 cen ts
in the United States and 50 centimes in Belgium.

Af ter the Ru ger Broth ers aban doned the run to Antwerp in 1866, only the City
of Cork and the Kangaroo of the Inman line were plying between An twerp and
New York . Th e stea mship lines listed in the an nua l reports of the Postm aster
General do not show service to Antwerp by the Inman Line , nor do the tables
of postages to foreign countr ies of the U.S. Ma il and Post Office Assistant show a
10 cent direct rate to Belgium. It is not known, however, th at Belgium did not
despatch mail to the United States by this line.

The fine on unp aid and insufficiently paid letters was set at 5 cents in the
United Sta tes, and at 30 centimes in Belgium. These fines were per lett e r and
not per ra te, and all such fines were retained by th e office collecting th em.

On March 1, 1870 additiona l ar ticles to the con vention of A ugust 2 1, 1867
were signed at Washington.!" Th ese articles, which became effective on March 15,
1870, redu ced the rate on prepaid lett ers from the United Sta tes to 10 cents,
and on prepaid lett ers from Belgium to 50 centimes. F or convey ance across the
Atlantic, the United States was to receive six cents per ounce or per thirty
gra mmes . This reduction was the result of a new con vention between the Un ited
States and Great Britain which had becom e effective on January 1, 1870. 18 By
that convention the sea postage on letters sent in closed mails th rough the United
Kingdom was also set at six cents per ounce or per 30 grammes . It had been
agree d that the country who secured the best pecuniary arrangements was to
pay for the service and be compensated by the other country. In The United States

* Optional prepayment
I indicated a fine on unpaid or insufficiently paid letters.
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was, therefore , to pay Great Britain for all sea service, and Belgium compensated
the Uni ted States for mails despatched from Belgium.

When this convention between the United State s and Great Brit ain became
effective on January I , 1870, all of the packet companies except the Canadian
(Allan ) Line refu sed to carry the United States mails for the sea postage. In
the House of Commons-" the British complained bitterly about the reduction in
the mail service from the United States. Th e stalemate was finally broken by
the Liverpool & Great Western Steam ship Company, Ltd. (Guion Line ) which
signed a contract on F ebruary 23, 1 870 , ~ 1 for a weekly service, sailing from New
York on Wednesd ays for Queenstown and Liverpool. With this breaking of the
ice, both the North German Lloyd and the Hamburg American Line signed
contracts on April 15, 1 870 . ~~ Because of the Franco-Prussian War, the German
lines stopped running in Ju ly 1870 and did not resume regular service until
Fe bruary 187 1. To repl ace the service of the North German Lloyd , the Post
master General signed a contract with the Inman Line on October 10, 1 8 70 . ~ :l

Th is may ex plain why co vers posted in the United Stat es during the earl y months
of 1870 are so hard to find .

On May 9, 1873, second additional ar ticles to the convention of August 21 ,
186 7 were signe d at Was hington. "! These articl es red uced the ra te on direct mai ls,
via Great Britain, to 40 centimes for prepaid letters originat ing in Belgium, and
to 8 cents for prepaid letters originating in the Unit ed States. Ra tes by direct
stea mship plying between the United States and Belgium of 6 cents in the Unit ed
States, and of 30 centimes in Belgium , were also provided . Article 3 pro vided that
when the two administrations considered it advisabl e to exchange closed mail s
with foreign co unt ries by direct pack ets plying between the two countries, the
maritime rate was to be three cents ( 15 centim es) per 30 grammes for letters.
T his con vention became effective on July 1, 1873.

In 1872 the White Cross Line began to ply between New Yo rk and Belgium .~~
Th e annual reports of the Postmaster General supply lists of the packet lines by
which the United States mails were despat ched . No ne of these show that mail was
ca rried by this line. On J anu ary 19, 1873 , the Vader/and of the Red Star Line-"
opened a service between Antwerp and Phil adelphia. While the annual report of
the Postma ster General for 1873 does not list this line among the mail carriers,
the report for 1874 shows that the Red Star Line made 14 trip s from Philadelphia
to Belgium , and the va lue of the sea postage on mails conveyed amounted to
$ 1 7. 74 . ~7 In 1875 the line also made 14 t rips, but the value of the sea postage
incr eased to $42. 5 1.~'" It is not strange that this ed itor has not seen a cover prepaid
6 cents in the Un ited Sta tes addressed to Belgi um.

Belgium was an original signatory of the Treaty of Bern e, and on Jul y 1,1875,
the General Postal Union rate of 5 cents in the United States, and of 25 centimes
in Belgium , became effective.

Regarding Covers

It has been noted th at covers to Belgium bearing stamps of the 1869 and Bank
note issues are more difficult to fi nd than those bearing the 1861 issue. This is
no t on ly true of ma il to Be lgium, for when 6 cent rates to England and Germany,
and 10 cent rates to France and Germany are excluded, covers bearing thes e
stamps, particularly the Banknotes, addressed to other European destinations ,
ran ge from barely scarce to very rare.

This edi tor is no t able to show a cover to Belgium used between J anuary 1,
1868 and March 15, 1870, prepaid with the 15 cen t rate . Neither is he able to
show a cover used between Jul y 1, 1873 and July 1, 1875 , at the 8 cent or 6 cent
rat es. The former rate should be easily available, but a long search for one, and
enquiries made of co llectors who would be likely to hav e it, have not produced one.

Fig ure 2 illus trates a cover from Buffalo, N.Y., addressed to Belgium. It
bears a 10 cent 1869 stamp, and a "NEW YORK PAID ALL/BR . TRANSlT/
MAY/ 3" ma rking in red (the " 3" in the date is inverted ). On the reverse in
black is an "ET ATS-UN lS PAR OSTEN DE/ 14/MA I/7-8 M" marking, which
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Figure 2
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Figure 3

does not show a year date. Th e May 3 date in the New Yo rk marking indicates
that it was conveyed to England either by a ship of the Hamburg-American Line
which sailed from New York for Plymouth on T uesday, May 3, 1870, or by a
ship of the Guion Line which sailed from New York for Liverpool on Wed nesday ,
May 3, 187 1. Since this lett er passe d in closed mail th rough England, it bears
only United States and Belgian markings."

Fig ure 3 present s a cover posted in Liege, Belgium , on May 22, 1874,
addressed to New York. It is prepaid 30 centimes in Belgian stamps to be sent
by a direct steame r of the Red Star Line from Antwe rp to Phil adelphi a. T his is
the complement of the six cent direct steamer ra te . Whil e this editor does not
have the report of the auditor of the Treasury for the Post Offi ce Department for
187 4, he does have , however , such a repo rt (w hich was appended to the annua l
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report of the Postmaster Ge ne ral) for the fiscal year ende d J une 30, 1875. It is
here disclosed that the tot al lett er postage of mail co nveye d fro m Belgium to
the Unite d States fo r tha t year amounted to $33 1.94 .:l11

W hile no official record of Philadelphia having been made a n exc ha nge
office fo r U.S.- Belg ia n mail has been fou nd. th is cover bea rs a cir cula r " PH ILA
PAID ALL/JUN/ 12" marking in red , which ind icates th at Philad elphia mus t
have been ma de an exc ha nge office for mail conveyed by the Red Star Line.
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Some Interesting Postmarks on Transatlantic Mail

Mr. John R . Green, II , RA 636, repor ts a cov er bearing marking A of
Plate II. T his is an un paid letter posted in New Yo rk ad dressed to Bavaria .
It bea rs a New York ma rking similar to C of Plate 1 (C hro nicle # 56, p . 12 1) ,
with the dat e of "AUG /3," but witho ut yea r date. O n August 3, 1861 , the New
Y ork of the No rth German Lloyd saile d fro m New York for Brem en . Since th is
is the only A ugust 3 sa iling from New York by th e No rth German Lloyd pr io r
to Janu ar y I, 1868, it is presumed th at the New York con veyed th is le tter to
Bremen . an d that the yea r of use was 186 1.

Marking A was applied in blue by a German office , the "22" in its center
indicated a 22 kre uzer ra te to Bavaria . T he kreuzer was worth about two-thirds
of a United States ce nt, and the 22 kreuzer rate was the complement of the 15
ce nt ra te be tween the United States an d Bavari a, via Bremen or H amburg mail.
T he cover bears a manuscript "22" in blue ink, whic h ind icated th at 22 kreuze r
were to be co llec ted from the ad dressee .

A n ex ha ustive study of Bremen ma rk ings by Karl Knau er and Arthur Salm
was pub lished in the June issue of the Postscript , orga n of th e Society of Postal
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A

E

PLAT E

Historians ( Brit ish) , with the notation that it was reprinted from the 1963
Am erican Phil atelic Congress Book. Ma rking # 142 of this work is simila r to
marking A of Plate II , except that it has "6 Y2" in its center instead of "22." Since
the 15 cent Bremen or Hamburg ra te was 22 kreuzer in the southern German
states and 6 l/z silberg roschen in the northern Germ an sta tes, the significance of
these two markings is the same. Both of these mar kings state the whol e rat e,
and could be intended to indicate the amount to be collected on unp aid lett er s
from the United States. Marking A of Plate II is th e first such marking see n by
this editor.

Marking B is on a cover posted in New London, Co nn., on May 6, 1853,
addressed to Paris. A " NEW-YO RK AM. PACK ET/MAY 7" mar king indicates
that the lette r was co nveyed to Havre by the Humboldt of the New Yo rk-Havre
Line. It bears an "OUTR E-MER/ LE HAVRE" markin g with the date of May 20,
1853 , and a French due marking for a double rate co llection of 12 decimes.
Marking B was applied in magent a, and is indeed an unusual way of showing a
prepayment of the rare 20 cent rate by Havre pack et to F ra nce .

Marking C is on the reverse of a cover addressed to Dublin, Ireland. A
" N. YORK BR . PACKET/PAID 19" marking shows the date of Januar y 27
( 1864). On that date the Scotia sailed from New York for Liverpool. Th e Cunard
steamers were calling fortnightly at Que enstown, but on this trip the Scotia did
not stop there . Th e mail for Ireland was sent across the Irish sea by a packet of
the "City of Dublin Steam Packet Co." which maintained a twice-a-d ay service
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be twee n Holyhead , England, and Kingstown, Ireland ( nea r Dublin }.' Marking C,
therefore , abbrev iate " Holyhcad and Kingstown pac ket." Sinc e the letter bear s no
Irish markin g, it is presumed that the mail was sorted aboard these pack et s en
route . Wh en th e United States mails for England were put ofI at Qu een stown,
they were sent by rail to Kingstown, and thence by packet to Holyhead . By this
rout e the re was a sav ing of abo ut twelve hours over the mail con veyed by stea me r
to Live rpool. ~

So me of the due markin gs appearing on open mail lett ers fro m the Un ited
Sta tes addressed to th e Nethe rla nds are inscri bed in manuscript num eral s th at
bear no resemblance to those made by the English , F rench or German s. These
are gene ra lly see n in la rge, scrawling figures which make the covers unsight ly.
T his edito r has enq uired of man y co llecto rs as to wha t num er als were represented
in these markin gs, but has been unabl e to secure an answer. He has, therefore,
decided to recon st ruct th e amounts th at sho uld be co llected on these lette rs and
determine what re lationship these manuscript markings bear to these amounts.

A n An glo-Dutch co nvention of October 14, 1843:1 provided for , on mail be
tween th e United Stat es and the Neth erlands, a packet posta ge of I shilling, or
60 Dutch cents; British tr ansit postage of 8 penc e, o r 40 Dutch ce nts; and Dutch
postage of 20 cent s. Co vers during thi s period show a British deb it of " 1/ 8" and
a co llection by the Dutch of " 120." T hese markings are legible and present no
problem. "

During 1849 the packet postage (U .S.- British treaty ) was reduced to 8 penc e,
and covers show a British de bit of " 1/4," and a Dutch collecti on of " 100." These
a re also easily read."

An additional postal co nvention signed at The Hague on October 10, 1854,"
provided for a pack et postage of 8 pence, o r 40 Dutch cents; a Briti sh transit
postage of 4 pence, o r 20 Dutch cents; and a Dut ch postage of 20 ce nts. Covers
from the United States by Brit ish packet sho uld show a Brit ish debit of I shilling,
and a Dutch collectio n of 80 cents. American packet covers show a British deb it of
4 penc e, and should show a Dutch co llect ion of 40 cents. Seve ra l of these Am er
ican packet covers show a marking similar to E of Plate II. Does this marking
indicate a due of 40 Du tch cen ts?

Further additiona l art icles became effective on Oc tober I, 1864 .7 Th ese
provided for a packet po stage of 8 pence , or 40 Dutch cents; a Briti sh postage of
2 pence, or 10 Dutch cents; and a Du tch postage of 5 cents . A cover fro m the
United States by Briti sh packet, therefore, shows a British debit of 10 pence, and
should show a marking indicatin g a collection of 55 Dutch cents. Such a cover
bears marking E of Plate II . Does thi s marking indic ate a posta ge du e of 55 Dutch
ce nts?

Bibliography

1 Rainey, Thom as, OCClIlI St eam N avigation 1I11d the Ocean Post , D. A ppleto n & Co., New
Yo rk : 1858. A ppend ix, p. 193. (A vailablc through 1111' courtesv o f J lI/II es E. Schotield.}

, Bon sor, N. R. P.. N ort h Atlan tic Seaway, p, 16.
, British 1I11d Foreign St ut« Papers. vo l. XXX I, p. 89, et . scci .
• As hbrook, S. B.. Sp ecia l Service , First series , Photograph 14.
,. l bid. , Ph ot og ra ph 13.
0' Briti sh 1I11d Foreign Stau: Papers, vol. XLI V, p. 67, CI . se lf .
t l bid ., vo l. LtV , pp, 168-170.

POSTSCRIPT •••

With th is issue of the CHRON IC LE you will find wha t appea rs to be a light
blue half- sheet of paper of inco nsequential appearance. Actua lly, it is not so much
a piece of pap er as it is a figura tive doorway-a means of access to membership
in the U.S. Phil at elic C lassics Society. Gath ered in the room beyond the door way
a re ove r 600 Route Agents, for who m a light blue half-sheet of pap er pro vided
access to a weal th of goo d fellowship. research materials, and hon est fr iendship .
T he qu estion is : Wh o will you bring th rou gh th e door way as the newest Route
Agent?
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