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ANYTHING FROM ASINGLE RARITY
TO AWHOLE STAMP STORE

If you have either of these, or any other worth-while philatelic ma­
terial in between we offer you a choice. In fact, the Robert A.
Siegel Organizations offer you three choices.

Robert A. Siegel, Inc. will purchase outright for cash at fair
marlcet prices,

Robert A. Siegel, Inc. will accept it for private sale for your
account,

OR

The Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, lne., another mem­
ber of our organization, will disperse your holdings at Public
Auction on the most favorable terms available anywhere. For
example; there are no lotting fees. liberal advance will be
given pending sale with no interest charged. To which are
added such intangibles as a personal interest in the seller
in the lotting and grouping of his property, to say nothing
of a competent, vitally interested staff with more than 150
combined years of professional knowledge and experience.

During much of the summer our representatives will be traveling
from Coast to Coast and will welcome the opportunity to inspect
interesting properties to purchase them or otherwise arrange for
their disposal. Appointments may be made through our offices.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, Inc.
and

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.

10 East 52nd Street New York, N.Y. 10022

Tel. (212) 753·6422



CLASSIC ISSUES
. .' .-. - - : CLASS IC ISSU ES are alwa ys offered in our

" specia l Uncom mon Market auc tions in Basle

... ever y Fa ll and Spring. T he next Basle

sales are sche d u led for OCTO BE R 8-11; the

British Empire sect ion on the 9th fea tures

~ M INT C LASS ICS with man y star-st udde d

items. H ere w e ill ustrat e the re m nrkub le mint

bloch of thirty -six 184 0 " FR" Pen nv B lack ,

Send for d era ils o f the a uc t io n, catalogue

pr ices and/ or ann ual su bscr ipt ion rat es.

C LASS ICS are also offere d for sale thro ugh

our Pr iva te 'Treaty department as well as in

the Spec ia lised Stamp Sales whi ch are held

ill our London auct ion rooms.

If you are selling FINE C LASS ICS please

wr ite to our head ollice ... we shall be haN))'

to ad vise y OIl 0 11 how to se ll ill th e r igh t ma r­

k et for th e best resu lt s.

. ROBSON LOWE Ltd.
50 PALL MALL

LONDON, S.W.1.

ENGLAND

Cables: " Sta mps. London. S.W. I. " Telex : 91S 4 10

Wh en replyin g to this advert ise­

ment please mention that you

so w it in CHRONICLE.

West Coast Agent: Lt. Cdr. Wm. H. Wells, U.S.N.,

Ret 'd ., P.O. Box 575r San Leandro, Calif . 94577 .
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88 Beacon Street
Boston , Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

SELECTED "EYE APPEAL" COVERS
# 73 (2¢ Black l ack ) V.G. to V.F., Tied Small Blue Diamond s, V.F. Cover SIS

# 73, Fine to Superb, Tied Large Blue Diamond s, V.F. Cover $25

# 73, Just Fine, Tied Black Leaf Can, On V.F. All-Over "G reat Am. Tea Co." Advert.
Cover in Grey, Beallly $40

# 73, Very Good, Tied Op en STAR Can., To Superb All-Over Advert . Cover, in PINK,
Gem ! 50

# 75 ( 5¢ Red Brn.) 2 Rich Colored Copies, VF -S Cent., Just T ied on V.F. App r.
Yellow Cover, W ith Small Repair, Pmk. "Los Angeles, Cal." $75

# 78 (24¢ Grey) Fine, Tied to Neat Cover With Striking Blue Cor. Cd. , to England ,
Beaut v $35

# 83 (3¢ "C" Gri ll) Superb, on V.F. Yellow Cover, Pmk. "ELMIRA, N.Y." $65

# 96 (10¢ "F" Grill) 2 VF-S Copies W ide Marg., Tied to V.F. Blue Cover to "Sand-
wich Is.," No Pmk. $35

# 96 , Ultra Superb, On V.F. Yellow Cover to Germ any, Pmk . N eat "N EW ATHENS,
ILL.- Sep. 10, 1869" in Blue, Gem $50

# 98 (1 5¢ LINCOLN "F" Gri ll) Pair & Strip 4, off Center, & # 117 (1 21' 1869),
Tied on V.F. White Cover to Peru, "Aug. 10, 1869" use, Red "48" & Blk. " PAN­
AMA" Markings, 3 x 34¢ Rate, P.F. Cert., Rare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $350

# 114 ( 3¢ 1869) Vert. Pair Tied to Superb Cover (with Orig. Encl. ) From & Pmk.
"N IAGARA, CANADA" To "CLINTON , N .J." with (DUE) " 10" Marking
Blocked Out W ith Same Odd G rid Tying Stamps. V ery Rare Use, Gem . . . . $350

# 116 ( 10¢ 1869) Superb, Tied "N .Y.C.·· Pmk. on Superb Small Cover to "Aspin-
wall," Gem $65

# 116, Superb, T ied by N .Y.C. Pmk. on V.F. Appr. Cover W ith Several Tin y Tears,
Pmk. in Magenta "San Francisco-PAID ALL" to " HO NG KONG, CHIN A,"
"Jun. 8, 1869" Use - Rare 10¢ Rale. Beallly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

# 116 & # 99 (24¢ Gri lle ) Att ractive off Center Copies, Tied to V.F . Appr. Yellow
Cover W ith Slight Tear, Pmk. Magenta "S.F., CAL.- PAID" & " 12" to Peru,
Rare Combin .. Cal . $145+ $125

# 118 (1 5¢ Ty. I) Superb , Tied on V.F . Cover to France, From "N .O. , La.," Red
"N .Y. Pd 6," Gern $250

# 118, F.-Y.F., Tied "N .O., La." Pmk., "May 28, 1869" Use to Italy, "N.Y.-BR.
T RANS IT-PAID ALL" in Red, N ice $200

# 119 (15 ¢ Ty. II ) V.F., Tied V. F. Yel. Cover to Switz., 4 Diff Red & Blue Tr ansit
Pmks., Sl rik ing $150

MANY OTHER "FOREIGN RATE" COVERS IN STOCK
-WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

Installment Payment Terms If D e sired.

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
APS
SPA
CSA

THE CH RONIC LE, published by the U .S. Ph ilatelic Classics Society, Inc., a t 10 Co unt ry Cl ub D rive. Fult on .
Mo. 6S25 I. Second-class po stage pa id at F ulto n, Mo. Subs criptio n price $8.00 . A yea r's subscription is included
in membersh ip in the U.S. Ph ilat elic Classics Society, with $5.00 of eac h mem ber's dues apportioned to pub­
lication of Th e Chronicle, Printed in the United States of America .
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© U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, In c., 1968
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The Chronicle is pr epared to accept classified adver tising from the mem bership on a
basis of 50¢ per half column line. Using 8 pt. type, this will run abo ut 40 lett ers or spaces
per line, give or take a few. T he major pur pose of the classified ads is to permit memb ers
to locate, buy or sell spec ialized material , rathe r tha n a purely commercial intent.

All copy sho uld be ma iled, toge ther with a chec k for the ad, to the advertisi ng ma nager,
Mr. Sol Salkind, 3306 Rochambeau Ave., Bron x, N. Y. 10467.

Payment should be for whole lines, including names and addresses.
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1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS
ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE
SURE TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND
INSPECT AN OUT STAND ING A R­
RAY O F THESE CLASSICS.

A LSO REQU EST MY REGULAR
AUCTION CATALOG S AS THESE
ISSUES ARE USUALLY INCLUD ED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Sho rt Hills, N.J . 07078

Charter member of U.S.
Philatel ic Classics Society
.~~~~.
~ Borrow with confidence ~
tMl In any emergency, borrow ~~

I
the money you need at 1m
Edelman's. Use your collec- ~
t ion as collater al and still
ret ain complete ownership. B

n At Edelma n's, you can r(~
!iSl obtain quick , confidential

~
\~ loans for any amount up IM to 80% of the value of

your properties - from

~
$50 to $50,000 and more. ~n Wri te today for further

~ informa tion.

~ tde/man JS ~
~ 4216 Lancaster Ave./Phila. 4, Pa. ~
a~~ Where the public has borrowed [~
~fJ withconfidence for over37 years ~

.~~~~
Back Issues of

\[be C!Cbronicle
are ava ila ble to members a nd non-members. Some are In limite d supply, of
course , but while that supply lasts:

Issues numbered 1-44 (in multilith ),
$ 1.00 each to members; $1.50 to nonmembers

Issues numbered 46-58 (printed),
$1.25 each to members; $2 .00 each to non-members

Issues numbered 59 et. seq . will be
$2.50 ea ch to members; $3.50 each to non-members

If your rese arch and /or reference libra ry pe rta ining to th e Unit ed States C lassic
Posta l Issues is not complete, we urge you t o avail yourselves of th e oppor­
tun ity to obta in what you need NOW. Obviously, today' s high production
costs preclude the possibility of reprinting in future.

Order from

MELVIN W. SCHUH
6 Laconia Road Worcester, Mass. 01609
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C.HART, Edito r
1847 Covers from Chicago *

HARVEY M. KARLEN

Dr. Harvey M. Karlen is profe ssor of political science in the Chicago
City College ; author of "The Governments of Chicago," "The Pattern of
A merican Government " and other publications. This is the first article on
'47 covers from a single city and is written by a specialist in Chicago
posta l history. Th e editor.

When Chicago first established a post office in 1832 it was a hamlet of but
150 souls; by the time it was incorporated as a city in 1837 , there were 4,170
residents. The continued influx of newcomers resulted in a population of 16,859
by 1847 . Th us, by the time of issue of the 1847 postage stamps, Chicago had
grown to a population of some 17,000 persons, and its gross area had expanded
from one square mile to nearly 10 square miles. During the lifetime of this 1847
issue, 1847- 1851 , Chicago's population doubled. Chicago was a city of young
peop le for of the estimated 34,000 persons residing in the area, half were children.

Although nearly all of Chicago's residents came from some oth er place, letter
writing apparently was not as common as might be expected. One indic ation of
this, we sha ll see, is in the number of stamps sent to the Chicago post office.
Anoth er indication is the limited availability of stampless covers from Chicago
during this period . Since the sender had the choice of both prepaid postage stamps.
or prepaid or unp aid stamplcss use, the need for using stamps was not import ant.
Nevertheless, the issues of the Illinois Postal History Society Bul letin , 195 5- 1962 ,
reported only some 30 stampless cove rs fro m Chicago durin g 1847-1 851 , one­
third of which were 10¢ markings.

On December I , 1847 John Marron , third assistant Postmaster General,
reported that "stamps .. . have been issued to 95 postmasters for distribution.
Notwithstanding they have been found very convenient in many localities, and
under various circumstances, there has not been that great demand for them
that was anticipated. Many import ant comm ercial towns have not applied for
them, and in othe rs they are only used in trifling amounts." Mr. Marron's remarks
are tailor made for Chicago. Chicago was one of the 95 post offices to receive an
early supply of this first issue of stamps. The first shipment was sent on Ju ly 30
arriving on August 5, and consisted of 1,200 fives and 400 tens. Ch icago was also
one of the "important com mercial" towns that used the stamps in " trifl ing
amou nts." Th e secon d supply of stamps was not requisitioned until nea rly two
yea rs later when 1,000 fives and 500 tens were sent on J une 8, 1849 arri ving
there on June 16. Commercial towns on the Great Lak es such as Det roit ,
Cleveland and Chicago were just beginnin g their phenomena l growth durin g this
period . Up until then seaports and river town s had been our large commerci al
centers.

Chicago, and the other 18 Illinois post offices that ultimately received ship­
ment s of the 1847 stamps, recorded a total of 28 ,300 of the 5¢ and 11,000 of
the 10¢ issue. Th e Chicago post office received almost half of the 1847 stamps.

Th ere are thirty-one covers listed bearing the 5¢ stamp, and half of these
are addressed to members of the law firm of Park s and Elwood of Joliet, Illinois.
county seat of neighboring Will county. Th ere are seven 10¢ covers report ed from
Chicago, and three of these are addressed to an officer of the United States Bank
in Philadelphia.

Conspicuous by their absence are covers from the cor respondence of the
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lawyer and speculator Dean Richm ond of Batavia and Buffalo, New York. Ezra
Cole, in a letter to the author, relates that Richmond supplied stamps of the 1847
ser ies to his emissa ries investigatin g commer cial possibilities in Ohio, Indiana,
and Illinois-including Chic ago-and they repor ted their findings to him. Mr. Cole
reports that two friend s went th rough the old law office and discovered between
50 and 100 1847 cover s, including ten or fewer Chicago covers. Of this numb er,
he recall s handling a few pairs of the 5¢ and a single 10¢ on cover from Chicago.
The accompanying lists of known covers do not include any examples from the
Dean Richmond correspondence. Th e auth or would appreciate knowing the
wherea bouts of these or others from Chicago.

Sometim es rate marks are on the cover s prepaid by stam ps, just as if they
were stampless covers of th is period . The "5" or " 10" Chicago rate mark is en­
closed in a saw-toothed or cogged oval which usually did not hit the stamp. Covers
with the rate mark within the saw-too thed cog are popular and sell well especia lly
if the cog is clea rly struck. On covers where the seven-ba r enclosed circula r grid
is used as a canc eller , the cog may also be st ruck well clear of the stamp. Th e
cog is known on those covers indic ated in the following table and may be on
others. Cove rs numbered I to I I have the townm ar k found on the illustrated 10¢
cover, a townm ark used from 1844 to December 1852, altho ugh no use has been
seen on 1847 cove rs after December 1849. The circle is 29 mm. wide and the
state is indic ated " Ill." Those cove rs numbered 12 to 28 have a later type of
circul ar townmar k 30 mm . wide with a dash (-) before the state which is in
capita l letters " ILL." Th is is found on the illustrated 5¢ cover.

'- '1

~~:-- 0<>.c;~A.S~ 1 i' -

~~

@/~
c;(/~-q.

AUTHOR'S COLLECTION

Cover from the Elwood correspondence, from Chicago to Joliet, III., with enclosed le tt e r shawing 1850
use. 5¢ stamp struck twice with the 7 bar enclosed circu lar grid in red. This red tawnmark with large
letters used from December 1849 to May 1852.

Similar mar kings are found on the 10¢ covers. Those num bere d I to 4 on
the following list have the 29 mm. circular townmark ; those numbered 5 thro ugh
8 have the 30 mm. townm ark, each of course with appropriate type for the sta te
desig nat ion.

No tewo rthy among the 5¢ cove rs is cover # 28 which bea rs a copy of the
extre mely rar e doubl e tra nsfer type "D." This cover was sold in a Newbury sale
( 1961 ) where it rea lized $625 despite a "faint surface rub ."

The shades of ink varied conside rably until the middl e of 1850. Th ose shades
have been describ ed as " pink," which is pale, to a very dark shade called
"maroon." "Chicago pink" is popular among collectors and the extremely fine IO¢
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cover, # 4 on the IO¢ list, sold for $ 1,300 in a Rob ert A. Siegel auction (1 961 ) ,
the highest realization for any Chicago '47 cover.

Th ere are other known Chicago covers for which date of usage or other

\

AUTHOR'S COLLECTION

Envelope from Chicago to Philadelphia believed used in 1849. No use of this townmark has been
seen in 1850-1851, although it was reported used from 1844 to December 1852. 10 ¢ stamp tied by faint
red 7 bar enclosed circular grid . The 10 in " Chica go Cog " was used to indicate rate .

5¢ COVE RS ORIGINATING F ROM C HI CAGO

Date Y ear Can cel Co lor Obliterat or Destination

I. Se pt. 3 1847 magen ta ? New Yo rk, N .Y .
2. Sept. 3 1847 red cog Joli et, Il l.
3. Sep t. 8 1847 red gr id Joliet , Ill.
4. Sept. 12 1847 red cog Joliet, III.
5. Ma y 17 1849 pink townmark Rockfor d, Il l.
6. Sept. 28 184 9 rust red gr id Maren go , III.
7. Nov . 20 1849 vio let grid Monroe, Wis.
8. Jan. 15 ? red gr id ?
9. Ju ne 30 ? red grid Jol iet, Il l.

10. Oc t. 14 ? red cog Joliet, Il l.
11. Oct. 23 ? red cog ?
12. Dec . 19 1849 dark red grid Spr ingfie ld, Ill.
13. June 10 1850 dark red gr id Ken osha , Wi s.
14. June 18 1850 red cog Joliet , Il l.
15. Aug. I 1850 red cog Or egon , III.
16. Aug. 14 1850 red gri d Oregon, Ill.
17. Sept. 14 1850 red grid Oregon , Ill.
18. Oct. I 1850 red orange gri d Jol iet, Il l.
19. Dec. 18 1850 red orange grid Jol iet, III.
20. Dec. 31 1850 red gr id Jol iet, III.
21. Jan. 7 1851 red grid ?
22 . Jan . 10 1851 re d gri d ?
23. Mar. 6 1851 re d grid Jol iet , III.
24. A pr. 12 1851 re d grid ?
25. May 9 1851 red grid ?
26 . Ma y 22 1851 red cog Joliet , III.
27 . Mar. 20 'J red grid Jol iet , III.
28. Mar. 23 ? red cog Jol iet, III.
29. A pr. 7 ? ? ? ?
30. May 2 ? red cog Jol ie t, III.
31. Dec. 11 ? magen ta grid Jol iet , Il l.
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101/ COVE RS ORIG INATING F ROM CH ICAGO

Da te Y ear Can cel Co lor Ob literator Destination

I. Se pt. 21 1849 red cog Phi lad elphia, Pa.
2. Nov. 5 1849 pink cog ?
3. Nov. 21 1849 pink cog Ph iladelphia, Pa.
4. Oct. I ? pin k cog Dani elson ville, C t.
5. D ec. 28 1849 red grid Ph iladel phia, Pa.
6. Dec. 2 ? red cog ?
7. ? ? red grid New Yo rk , N .Y.
8. t ? magent a cog Philad elph ia, Pa .

descript ive information is lack ing. The author and your edito r will appreciate
being advised of any Chicago '47 covers not listed in this ar ticle . If anyone can
supply missing information, indicated by an "T" on the tables, this will also be
appreciated.-Dr. Harvey M. Karlen, 3 15 N. Map le Ave ., Oak Park, Ill. 60302

Next issue" 1847 Covers From Mississippi."

* T he autho r ack now ledge s his debt to the article by Ric hard Russell a nd George
Wolt er s, 'T he 1847-185 1 Postage Stamps in Ill inois," Illinois Postal History Soci ety Bulletin
( March-A pril, 1962 ) , pp. 1-8.
Moving?

Advise the Secretary of your Change of Address
u.s. Rarities
Scott No , 1. Double Transfer "0" with Philatelic Foundation Certifi ­

cate. Margins intact except in at top.

Combination pen cancel and red grid. Scott Catalog $700-Net $450.

Scott No. 491 . Line Pair with Philatelic Foundation Certificate VF, NH

- Much undervalued in Scolt $550-Net $1,000.

Stamps ca n be viewed by appointment or will be sent by reg ist e red mail

on sat isfa ctory references.

U.S.A. Stamp Co.
Box 3263, Dept. C

Grand Central Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10017
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THE 1851 ·'60 PERIOD

TRACY W. SIMPSON, Editor
SYMBOLS USED IN THIS SECTION
To co nse rve space, the followin g symbo ls for the 3¢ stamp of the 185\ -'60 iss ue a re used
accord ing to the practice of specialists in th is sta mp for ma ny years. Th e symbol is at left
of hyph en , and its Sco tt 's U .S. Specialized number or ot her design ation is at righ t of hyphen .
Postal markings ar e in black unl ess o the rwise specified.
Three cent s : 5 1-10; 52- \ 1 (inc\. plate 1 [ lat e]) in ora nge brown; 53-25 ; S4-26A ; 55-26 .

Members' Exhibits of the 1851·'60 Issue at WESTPEX

As expected the WESTPEX exhibit at San Francisco late in April had a
distinctly Western flavor because it included prize showings of members of the
Western Cove r Society , many of whom also are "Classics" members. But the
strictly stampic issues were not missing . Mr . R . C. Mitchell won a gold for a
beautiful show ing of all cla ssics issues, 1847 thru 1869 , mostly for stampic
quality rath er than for postal uses. Noted particularly was a block of nine 3ct S5
with plate No . 24P on piece. Ye Period Editor showed non-competiti vely the
2600 positions of S I and S2 recon structions, plus imperf specialties that includ ed
all plat e numbers and proof that plate "0" had no number , also the largest
report ed block of S2 on cover , etc.

Th e top prize winner of the Western group was Mr. M. C. Nathan with a
12-frame exhibit of transatlantic mails to and fro m Ca lifo rnia and western states,
an extrao rdina rily rare group when it is con sidered that most Ca lifo rnia mail was
eithe r to local points or to eastern U.S. Noted particularly were the following :

Santa Fe, N.M., to France via Br. Pkt ; three !Oct perf(strip ) with N.Y. Paid 24.
Downieville, Cal., to Fra nce via Havre; Pair IOct and 3ct Nesbitt, pre-treaty over-

paying the 20ct rate.
San Fra ncisco to Fra nce thru England via Am Pkt; two 10ct TyV and 3ct, underpaying

the 30ct double rate, hence bearing black New York debit " 6."
San Fra ncisco to England via Am Pkt ; three 10 ct TyV overpaying the 29ct rate.
Georgetown, Cal., to Denmark ; with 24ct, 10 ct, and Ict for the 35 ct rate via Prussian

Closed Mail.
San Francisco to Switzerland; three !Oct TyV and 5ct Ty II, via Prussian Closed Mail

with red" 12" credit to Prussia.
Jamestown, Cal., to Italy, with lOct Nesbitt, brought to New York via Wells Fargo,

thence sent collect via Prussian Closed Mail bearing black New York "23" Br. Pkt.

T he co llection also included a profu sion of treaty-m ail covers to England and
F rance, many of which exemplify the sca rce San F rancisco 26, 29, and 30 PAID
markings.

Mr. B. C. Pearce showed non-competiti vely what is undoubtedly the most
complete gro up of Via Nicaragua covers. Th ough exhibited for depicting the
va rious kind s of Via Nic markings, thirty-three covers bore 185 1-'60 stamps,
among them three 12ct bi-sec ts, one 3ct bisect , a pair 12ct plus 3ct to England,
and num erous 6ct and l Oct Nesbi tts, man y with N.Y. SHIP .

Mr. W . H. Semsrott won a gold with a five-fra me showing of covers related
to postal history of St. Louis and the West. In addition to a splendid showing of
California markings among which were a strip of six 1ct No . 7 from Marysville,
a 12ct bi-sect S.F.-to-N .Y. via Accessory Transit, and Independent Line, Uncle
Sam and North Star . Two covers from Honolulu with U.S. stamps and Hawaiian
Nos . 6 and 8 also were included . Principal among the others were western terri­
torial s including Portland O.T., Va ncouver W.T., Ca mp F loyd (bo th types) U.T.
and othe rs, notab ly from New Mex ico ; Fern and o de Taos, Sant a Fe , Ft. Union ,
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and Ft. Fillmore ; from Kansas Territory ; Ft. Leavenworth ( Mo.) , Sumner,
Mountain City (later CT.) , and from Nebr aska Territory; Florence, Nebraska
City, F1. Kearney, and Ft. Laramie (both as N.T. and OR (Oregon» . Man y
covers with a distinctly St. Louis flavor were included, among which were two
that bore the Pacific Railroad route-agent marking.

Mr . W. C. Aichele exhibited not for competition a striking showing of 19th
century covers from Colo rado towns. Th e few that bore stamps of the 1851-'60
period included a Golden Gate K.T . (mss ) on 3ct Nesbitt (heretofore unlisted
before 1862 ), a Denver City C T. , and a Central Overland originating in CT. but
postmarked at S1. Jo seph , Mo.

Mr . R . A. Han son won a silver for his Nevada town covers. Not many
stamps of our period could be includ ed because N.T. was not form ed until March ,
1861. However , a Carson Valley U.T . with 10ct Nesbitt was noted as well as a
Silver City V .T . Wells Fargo on star die envelope.

Outstanding was Mr. H. H . Clifford's I2-frame exhibit of California express
cove rs, award ed a silver becau se barely nosed out by a non-memb er's showing
in the same category. In addition to a profusion of Wells Fargo's of all types
were exa mples of most of the known express ca rrier s of the period. Noted among
them were Alta E xpress, J . Bamburger & Co. , Beekman 's, F. W. Blake, Evert s
(Wilson, Davis, and Snell variations) , Freeman, W. T . Gibbs, Greathouse &
Slicer, Greenhood & Newbauer , Hall & Allen, J . W. Hoag, Langton, Pacific,
Rhodes & Whitney, F. Rumrill , Swift & Co., Singers, and Singer & Morrow-all
as handstamps. Printed frank s and corner card s greatl y increased the variety
shown.

Sever al Central Overland covers were shown with Pon y Express ovals of
San F rancisco, and one originating at New York bearing the California Pony
Expr ess-New York oval. Th e Californi a Penn y Post adh esives and overprints
were liberally shown, including the Paid 5 and Paid 7 ; also the oval Penny Post
Co.-Stockton. Noisy Carrier markings were represented in all known types, and
similarly most of the Via Nicaraguas, including tho se with SULLIVAN and
LELAND .

Th e stamps associated with these cove rs mostly were Nesbitt s as legally re­
quired, but a sprinkling of S2's and IOct adhesives were noted, some in multipl es.
One cove r also bore a 30c t adhesive.

Dr. W. S. Polland won a silver by showing a specialized study of postal
history of Marysville, Ca lif. Among the stamped and Nesbitt covers of our per iod
were circular townm ark s containing 10, PAID 3, and the classic PAID BY
STAMPS. Among the oblitera tor s were the doubl e-sized grid for cancelling two
stamps, the blue-blocks, the diamond-heart " poker" hand, the cro ss-ro ads, and the
fancy sta r. Also among the ratin g marks was the oval PAID/ 6. Th e ea rliest PAID
BY STAMPS marking exhibited was of Oct. 3 I , 1854 , long before the elimination
of the collect-stampless rate (co ntrary to the belief of early students) . Almost all
markin gs are in blue, as was characteristic of Marysville at that time .
OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specialty
Wr ite lor my-

FREE SPECIAL LISTS OF OLD U.S. COVERS
Approvals gladly sent to U.S. Philaletic Classics Society and A.P.S. members

The New AMERICAN STAMPLESS Cover Ca talog
Hard Cover, Deluxe, Postpaid $7.00
Paper Bound, Postpaid $5.00

E. N. SAMPSON
P.O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810
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San Francisco DUE 4 on Local Letter

The cover, Fig. 1, report ed by Mr. M. L. Neink en bears a pair of l ct imperf
Type lV's, 44-45 R I ( L) , tied by the San Francisco 27mm townmark and grid
with DUE 4; the cove r is addressed to San Francisco.

Figu re 1

If th is cover were taken by its sender to the postoffice and deposited as a
drop letter the pos tage would have been Ict, regardless of weight, and the extra
let would also pay a carrier-de livery fee. Hence, why the DUE 4? T he most
prob able explanation is that this cover was brou ght to the San Francisco postoffice
by one of the small river steamboats which picked up the letter at some distant
point on San Francisco Bay or tributaries. Th e addres sor perhaps thought the
only postage requi red was what was on the letter. However, the PL&R states that
covers at that time if unpaid and brought by a steam boat had to be treated as an
unpaid ship letter and charged 6cts if addresse d to the postoffice of arrival,
an arrangement that con tinued until Feb. 27, 186 1, which was after the mailing
date of this cover. T he DU E 4, therefore, was added to cor respond with the 6cts
requi red postage.
Cunard Mail from Boston to Nova Scotia

U.S.-to-Halifax letters via Cunard British packet were prepaid 5cts for the
U.S. inland postage plus shore-to-ship. When addressed to H alifax and perhaps
to other inland points the letters also carried a large "5" (5 d) and later " 10"
( lOcts), presumably to indicate collect Nova Scotia inland and British packet
postage. Mr. G. J . Bernadt now reports a cover bearing S2 and two lct T y V's
on letter from Boston , June 16, 185 8, to Cornwallis, N.S., bear ing a large "Sd"
(illus. E ) on face of cover. The increase from the usual "5" to "8 " may have been
caused by weight of letter or by distance from Halifax to Co rnwallis. Th e letter
is backstam ped with the usual Boston Br. Pk t. and also a Kent ville N.S. Infor­
mat ion is requested as to Nova Scotia inland rates on such letters or with a

furt her exp lanation of this 8d rating.
Largest Circular Townmark

What may well be the la rgest circular U.S. postal townmark of the "classics"
period , and perhaps without such limitation, is depicted in Fig. 2 on 3ct U.S.
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envelope . The inner portion con tains WAYN MANVILLE/ mssD/ UPSON CO.
GEO., and between the concentric circles is FRANKLIN & WAYNM AN COT­
TON -- AN D OSNABURG FACTORIES . T he outside diameter is 53 mm.

No certain identification of the letters that follow COTTON has been
reported so far as known to Ye Editor. Th e Carroll Ch ase book shows it as

Figure 2

YA RN; the H. K. Th ompson list shows it as DALE ; some also show it as YAR N.
A close examination of the cove r from which the photo is taken shows what
appea rs to be four faint letters with a hyphen following the N of COTTON. T hat
the wor d FACTOR IES is used suggests that the firm had more than one factory.
T here is only one Osnab urg in the postal lists and gazetteers of the period, and
it is in Stark Cou nty, Ohio. Possibly, then, the preceding wor d that begins with
COTTON may be the name of another town in which a mill was located. The
on ly Georgia town that seems to fit is COTTON-H ILL in R andolph Co unty
not far from Upson Co .

On ly a few of these markings have been repo rted. Further information is
requ ested . Arc hivists of the Old South , please give us the benefit of your findings!
Revision of the Ashbrook 1ct Books

Specialists will be pleased to learn that Mr. M. L. Neink en is now at work
up-datin g the Ashbrook books on the Ict 1851-'60 stamp. He asks that members
notify him of any large or unusual pieces of the Ict perf or imperf (except imperf
Type IV ) and pa rticularly of any used or unused blocks fro m Plate I (e arly).
Anything unusual as to posta l uses will also be appreciated. Do not send items.
to him until he requests them, but let him know what you have.
Perforated Stamps with Plate Number

Referring to Mr. L. J. Mason 's report in Issue 58 of the 2P plate numb er
on 10ct Ty V, Mr . E. Oak ley reports another used exa mple, also 5 1L2, that shows
a recognizable upper par t of "2 P" between the perforations and the stamp design.
T his is not caused by off-center of the stamp, but by an extra-wide distance
between the design and the perforations. Co mmenting on this, Mr. Oakley mentions
that such extra-wide distance between perfs and design on margin stamps is
sometimes found ; also that there is considerable variatio n of width of selvage edge
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of the shee ts, the narrower ones of which perhaps may have been caused by
trimming of the sheets after printing.

Mr. Oakley also reports additional used perforated stamps showing all or
part of plate number designation: Ict-4 1L7 with "No." ; lct-5 IL7 with "7 " ;
Ict-41L8 with "No. "; Ict-4 I-5IL8 with " 8" ; Ict-5 1L9 with "9" ; 3ct-40-50-60­
70R4 with complete imprint and "4"; 5ct-50R2 with "2" ; 10ct-51 -52Ll with " 1" ;
I2ct-5I-5 2L3 with trace of "3" . Mr. Oakley also has a I2ct-51L showing part
of imprint and enough selvage to prove that plate 1 had no plate number , at
least in its early use, hence it is designated as plate " 1" by supposition (see Mr.
M. L. Neinken's Collectors Club Handbook No. 17) . In the Oakley collection
are also compl ete right and left panes unu sed of 1ct plate 10 with full imprints
and plate numbers.
Early First·Week Combination

Mr. H. S. Nowak reports a folded letter dated Baltimore July 5, 1851 ,
addressed to Providence , R .I. bearing SI tied by black New York I3-bar square
grid, also bearing New York red townmark of Jul y 7 as well as red BALTIMORE
R.R. This cover apparently was given to the conductor (or route agent) at Balti­
more and transferred to the Philadelphia Rail Road at Ph iladelphia, then post­
marked and the stamp cancelled at the New York distributing office (see Chro nicle
Issue 46 , page 13 et seq ) . Th e cover is unu sual in two respect s : (I) it is apparently
the earliest reported stamped cover bearing SI that also carries a recognized rail­
road rout e marking; (2 ) it is also believed to be the earliest reported use of the
I3 -bar New York squa re grid in black with Sl.
Unofficial Perforations on 1851 Issue
Recent issues have had much to say about the I2 1/z -gauge unofficial perfora­

tion used on stamps postmarked at Chicago in 1856-7. That this Chicago perf is
on stamps from several plates suggests that it was app lied at Ch icago instead of by
the stamp printer. Several other " unofficials" are described in the Carroll Chase
book, eithe r as perforations or roulettes. Among these is the Bergen, N.Y. saw­
tooth perforation gauging 9 to 9Y2, severa l copies of which were reported by Dr.
Chase as used in March (probably 1856 ).

Figure 3

Ye Period Ed itor , and perh aps others have never seen this Bergen example,
hence the copy submitted by Mr. Wm. Wyer, Fig. 3, may interest many. Th e
stamp is 45L6 and it is postmark ed in December. Th e postmark is far from clear
but it undoubtedly is Bergen, N.Y., and the date of December indic ates a consider­
able period in which this was used, probably by a private party. According to the
Chase book it appea rs that the edges were made by tearing the shee t against a fine­
tooth ed saw.
1851·'60 Blocks in the Lilly Sale

Part VII of the Lilly Sale, by Robert A. Siegel, contained many block s of
historical interest, not previously reported. Of the block of nine unu sed 12ct im­
perf , Mr . E. D. Cole reported that this was a part of a block of 30 ( 3 x 10) that
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extended across the top of the she et. It was late r cut into blocks of 6, 9 , and 15,
the latter presently being the largest known un used block of the 12ct imperf.

As to the Ict blocks,* Mr. M. L. Neinken reports that the block of four un­
used of the Ict fro m plate I (e) is most unu sual, and that only four or five are
known, and used blocks are eve n sca rcer. T he block of eight from plate 3, also
unu sed and the largest known, was also in the sa le. An other outsta nding item was
a block of nine perf , full OG with bottom sheet margin , conta ining 99R2, the
finest Type lI i known. Another Ict rari ty was a block of four from plate 4 with
full bottom shee t margin , unused , full OG, co nta ining T ypes 111 , llA, and two
1A. The botto m perf s cut th rou gh the plumes and scrolls, but they ca n be seen
be low the perf holes.

Numerous perf blocks of four and la rger of the othe r va lues of the issue
were included, not ab ly a block of nin e 10ct T ypes II and III perf with stitch
wa te rma rk, also a block of four of 10ct perf that contained two of the recut s (T ype
IV ) . Outstanding also was a block of twent y-on e, 30ct OG, the largest known.
The block of four of the 90ct OG also was not abl y well centered and of fres h
co lor .

It is not our policy to qu ot e auction realizat ion s, but in this sa le they were
sensa tiona l.
New York City 1853 Year Dated Postmark
The PL&R's spec ified that lett ers were to be postm ark ed with name of the

office, the abbrevia ted name of State or Territor y, and the day of the month . Ap­
parently, however, in J une 1855 a yea r date was permitted, but not mand atory.
Befor e that date a few offices used a year date but only for a sho rt time, perh ap s
aba ndoning it when noting that such use did not confo rm to PL&R.

Am ong these ea rly uses the one at New York containing 1853 is promin ent,
becau se it was used only in one or a very few of the handstamps concurrently
used , and then only for dates July I I to July 26 , inclusive; and the Ca rro ll Chase
book sta tes that all dates have been see n. Mr. H. M. T ho mas , J r. wri tes that some
have speculated that thi s 1853 postm ark was used in co nnection with the C rysta l
Palace ex pos ition. T his rumor and ot hers ar e discussed in a forthcoming report
that he is compi ling. Mr. Thom as has in his co llection all dates except Jul y 12, 20,
and 26 which he is most anx ious to inspect or know about. If any mem ber has
any of these missing da tes, o r knows where one ca n be seen, please noti fy H. M.
Thom as, J r. , 2723 So. Ve itch st., Arlington , Va . 22206.

* See Mr. Nei nken's report in Issue 58. page 53. regard ing other blocks and panes of
the 1ct.
Tell Our Advertisers
You Saw It In
The Chronicle
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

W e specialize in cov ers of th e wor ld . We have a comprehensive st ock of
Co nfed erate cover s. In United States, we sto ck Trans-Atla ntic, Registered,
Special Del iver y and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri­
t oria ls and West erns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at al l.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 02108
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Newly Reported Markings Associated with u.s. Mails

References to USPM in Chronicle refer to the Society-sponsored book, U.S.
Postal Markings and Related Mail Services by Tracy W. Simpson.

Addendum Issue 58 . Th e PASSUMPSIC marking "E " is not full size; it is
30mm in diameter.

l llustra- US PM Used
tion No. Schedule D escription (dimension ill mm ) with R eported by

Not A-Sa CLEV ELAND O.lD/P AID C-30 S5 etc. H . R. Ha rmer. Inc.
illustr ated Stock style with curved PAID June 10 Sale

ties stamps on lett er to
England

A A-I PASSAIC / msD / N.J . 0-37Jh x 20V2 S5 H. M. Thomas Jr.
in blue

B A- I Lund y's Lane Pa (date) s 1-4 1 x 3 S5 D. L. Jarrett
Compa re similar one in all
capita l lett ers. Issue 34

C A-13 Sta r L- II -23. McKinney, Tex . U27 G. G. Bleu ler
D A-2 BERNARDSTON/D /MASS C-32 S2 L. R. Campbell

K 14-dc in blue
E A-24 "Sd" ISmm S5 etc. G . 1. Bern ad t

Nova Scotia inland plus
Br. Pkt (see text)

F A-27a T ROY N.Y.lD I Advertised C-32 S5 G. 1. Bern adt
G A-21 F REE (curved ) 25mm l et G . J. Bern ad t

on circu lar addressed to T yV
Postm aster. Fa ir Haven. Ct.
from Saratog a Springs, N.Y.

LU11dV' s L ane Pa J 1.J B
8 .~S~~/$

~_ N.J
,A --- -
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SWAP?
Try a "Classified" advertisement in Th e Chronicle. Send your copy to the
advertising manager , Mr. Sol Salkind , 3306 Rochambeau Ave., Bronx,
N. Y. 10467 .

Remit at the rate of 50 ¢ per line (40 letters or spaces) when you send
your copy . Deadline, September 15, 1968 for next issue.
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CLEARANCE
'O F THE 1968

JULIARD CLASSICS

Interna tiona l

" Juliard Classics" is a priced calalog of
pr e-1930 U,S, and Foreign Slamps

Write for yours, with discount card , it's now
FREE

Alex S.Juliard
B ryn MaVlTr Pa. 18010

(Est. by L. Jutter« , 1889).
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOM ING . WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M . SPELMAN III
P. O. Box 488

Lexington, Mass. 02173

APS
VSPCS

CSA
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

U.S. 19th Centur y Covers stampless,
1851-61, Civi l War patriotics, fa ncy ca ncels
and illustrated adve rtising- Send for monthl y
net pri ced lists. W. R. Gibson, 88 Ho llins
Lane, East Islip, N .Y. 11730.

Nee d plating mater ial on the On e Cent 1851.
Wou ld appreciate loans of pairs or strips fro m
Plate 3 and Plate 11. Needed to complete
plate reco nstructions. Mortimer L. Neinken ,
200-5th Ave. , New York City 100 10.

Wautcd to purchase, private perfs tied on
co ver such as Far wells, Scherm ack s, etc. Please
send priced or will mak e offer. Sol Salkind,
3306 Rochambeau Ave ., Bronx , N .Y. 10467.

Wanted U.S. # 65 wit h month and date
ca ncellation. Write giving date and price to
John S. Hopkins. 29 16 W. 20, Topeka, Kan ­
sas 66604 .

U.S. # 10 first da y covers, a lso ea rliest
uses of any pre 1900 stamp or first days of
various postal rates. Send price s. R. L.
Ma rkovits, P.O. Box 744, N .Y ., N .Y. 10005.

U.S. # 10 plat e number pieces on cover,
off cover , includi ng some imprints needed.
I bought the Hicks plate numbers, so wan ts
a re few. Please ad vise what yo u have. 1 may
be able to trade, a lthough I would prefe r to
buy. R. L. Markovits, Box 744 , N.Y., N .Y.
10005.

Los Ange les cove rs an d/or lett ers before
1860 avid ly sought by collector willing to pay
bonus prices or trad e. If not available for
purchase, may I ob tain a pho to? Also in­
terested in later South ern Californ ia material.
Correspondence invited. Jerom e Schwimmer,
629 South Hill , Suite 1103, Los Angeles,
Ca lif. 90014.
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
Editorial
The Period Editor owes a great many contributors to his section an apology

of sor ts, for not acknowledging letters, or being slow in replying to queries that
deserved a prompt answer. In addition, this section will, this one time, have little
if anythin g contributed by readers of the Chronicle. The reason for all this, it is
hoped , will be in your hand s about the same time that yo u receive this Chronicle,
assuming no more problems develop . Which is to say, that the book of rai lroa d
markings by Charles L. Towle and Henry A. Meyer is in the hand s of the printer,
except for the finishing touches on the index. These will be completed shor tly. In
this issue of the Chronicle, as has been the case the last few issues, is an Addenda
and accompanying plate. It is our suggestion that, if you don't wish to damage
your Chronicles that you have these Addend a pages Xeroxed or otherwi se repro­
duced ( remember, the plates in the book as well as in the Addend a show all mark­
ings exact sizes) and simply insert into the book . The writ er plans to acquire two
copies and use one as a working copy, tipping in the necessary markings and
clippings. However , each to his own taste.

As soon as the Towle book appea rs, it is agreeable that repor ts of railroad
markings for the pertinent period be again resumed. It had been suggested some
time ago that these be held up unt il the book appeared. Judging fro m the number
of markings which will be cove red in the Addend as, there are many more yet to
report.

Th e Period Editor is in need of short articles covering the stamps of the
186 1 period . While the period is, no doubt, somewha t stro nger in the area of
postal history than of raw material for the great plating studies that the previous
periods have produced, much could prob ably be written about the stamps of the
1861- 69 period.

T he main fea ture for this section in this Chronicle is pure postal history, and
covers a series of markings which, in the Editor 's opinion, are still not cove red as
well nor is as much known about as desired. We hop efully anticipate being chal­
lenged rega rding some of the ideas presented .

In Chronicle No. 58 on page 70 , we ran an ar ticle regarding the listings of
additiona l items in the Scott Specialized U.S. Catalog. Several people apparently
got the idea from the ar ticle that we feel that getting a new listing in the Ca talog
is simple. This was not our idea , and we have no intenti on of expressing any opin­
ion whether successfully promoting a new listing in the ca ta log is easy or not. What
we did wish to point out is that many items exist that inform ed collectors kn ow
exist; they kno w this witho ut even seeing the items and yet these items are not
listed. Mr. Nowak 's 186 I 3¢ pink with a year dated cancellation is one of these.
T he same item is listed on the 3¢ rose, so it seems very logical that it would ap­
pear on the pink- particularly since the listing indic ates only a very small premium
for stam ps with such year dates. Mr. Nowak took the troubl e to secure a Fo unda­
tion Certificate that his pink was a pink- and this was very satisfactory evidence
upon which to base the listing, ap parently. We doubt exceedingly that this same
method would be effective for attempting securing a listing on anything other than
a very "obvious" item.
OUR ADVERTISERS
DESERVE YOUR PATRONAGE
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G.B.D. and Banks' Division Markings
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

On May 16, 1861, Mr. Nathaniel Printice Banks, the "Bobbin Boy" of Massa­
chuse tts, ertswhile Member of Congress and Speaker of the House, no less, was
appointed to be a Major General of Volunteers of the Union Army. This appoint­
ment of a prominent "rags to riches" politic ian led to a great many events of note,
most of which were not beneficial to the Federal cause. To the collector of Civil
War postal history, though, the appointment of Bank s is most gra tifying, for it led
to what is probably the only completely, obviously bona-fide group of Army Field
Post markings of the Union armies. While many other markings probably could
be called Field Post, with varying degrees of accuracy, such are not obvious as none
are worded so that they can be called nothing else.

Th e first of these markings appeared in Sept. 1861 , and the last in late 1862.
The group consists, as recorded by the Period Editor, of a manu script and five
handstamps, one of which was used in two different colors and in two periods
separated by three month s.

TABLE I

M ark ing
Type Description Co lor Ear ly Date L atest Date

M I S M I S "G BD" Sept. 12 (186 1) Sept. 16 (186 1)
I S.L. (2 lines ) Black Sept. 20 ( 186 1) Oct. 18 (1 861 )
11 Double A rc (O val) Black Oct. 20 (186 1) Oct. 31 (186 1)
III Large Arcl

w. S.L. date Black Nov. 2 ( ? ) ( 1861) Dec. 2 (186 1)
III Sa me as above Blue M ar. 4 ( 1862) M ar. 14 (1 862 )
IV Circle , 32 Y2 mm

4 Y2 mm leiters Blue M ar. 20 (1862) A ug. 17 (1862)
V Circl e, 33 Y2 mm

th in, 5 mm letters Blue Sept. 9 ( 1862 ) N ov . 26 (1862)

All of these markings are shown on Plate I. Th e lett ers "G.B.D." stand for
General Banks' Division, and the last two examples of these marki ngs used openly
announce their meaning. Fig. I shows a cover bea ring the first type of these
marki ngs.

Figure 1
Type I on 0 McClellan overall patriotic in blue . The marking is struck diagonally across McClellan's
face and the black PAID in the upper right corner (Pa id 3¢ ?) are the only markings on the cover and
are not easy to see on the original. Used Oct . 18, 1861, when Banks' Headquarters were located in
Maryland, across the Potomac from Harpers Ferry .
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Some histori cal background is required to understand the Bank s markings.
The Army of the Potomac, the most famous or at least the most written about
Nor thern army, had not yet been for med when Bank s was appointed to field
comma nd. In fact, major command elements were called "De pa rtments" and this
designation will be found in corne r cards of covers dating throughout the War.
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Domestic Postal Markings
PLATE I

I tem

I.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

9.
10.
II.

12.
13.
14.

IS.

16.

17.

Description

Ty pe I G .B.D. (Gen Banks' Division ) marking.
See accompa ny ing ar ticle .

PAID ma rk ing used with first th ree types o f
G. B.D. mar kings.

Type II G .B.D. markin g.
T ype III G. B.D. marking.
Ty pe IV Bank s' Division marki ng, early state.
Due marking used with T ype IV Bank s'

Division marking.
Type IV Banks' D ivision marking , late state.
Due marking used with Type V Banks'

Division marking.
T ype V Ban ks' Division marki ng, ea rly.
T ype V Banks' Di vision marking, late .
New Creek Sta tion, Va. marking used on

Sold iers' letters, 186 1 and 1862. New
C reek Sta tio n is now Keyser , W.Va.

Ne w Creek Station, 1862-3
Du e mark ing used with item 12.
New Creek Station, W.V a. ma rki ng used in

1863-5. West Virgi nia became a sta te
in 1863 .

Hu tton sville, Va. marking used on so ldier's
letter in 1861. Huttonsv ille is now in W.Va.

Manassa s, Va, m arking used in 1862 . T his
post office, formerly Tudor Hall, Va ., was
on ly open during the summer of 1862 in th e
years 1861-5.

H arpers Ferry, Va. (now W.Va .) marking used
in 1862.

Use d With
SCali N o.

Vario us

Non e
Va rio us
Various
6 1

None
61

61
6 1
61

61

6 1

6 1

Co lors

Black

Black
Black
Black or blue
Blue

Blue
Blue

Blue
Blue
Blue

Black
Black, blue
Blue

Blue, black

Black

Black

Bank s had been appointed to command the Department of the Shenandoa h just
two days before the first Battle of Bull Run or Manassas. Th e defeat of the
No rthern army caused much stir, includin g the organiza tion of the Army of the
Potomac under General McClellan, which was ordere d on August 17. As par t
of this order , Banks' Department of the Shena ndoa h was transform ed into a Grand
Division of the Army of the Potomac. (Corps organization, which is also designated
on many corner cards and patriotics, did not take place until the following March.)
At this time, Banks' headquarters were at Harpers Fe rry , and his troops were
known as Banks' Division, in the usual style of such designations, until long after
the official designation as a division had been abo lished.

Col. Harvey E . Sheppard, who is an authority on Virginia and Confederate
postal history, once told the writer a story as to how the Bank s Division post office
came into being. Banks, fresh and enthusiastic as a milit ar y commander, naturally
expec ted to move from his position at the head of the Shenand oah Va lley to capture
R ichmond by a flanking approach from the west. Being a natural politician, he
sought populari ty with his troops, or perhaps he was genuinely interested in their
welfare- in any case, he desired that his command would have as good mail
service as possi ble during its drive on Richmond. So, through his political connec­
tions-both Banks and Montgomery Blair. the Postm aster Gen era l had been
Democrats at one time or another-Banks had a postmaster appointed for this
purpo se.

Whether the story is based upon fact or where it came from , origina lly, is not
known to the Period Editor. However, the story fits known and recorded facts
rat her well.

Acco rding to the Appointment Books of the Post Office Departm ent in the
Na tiona l Arc hives, one Roscoe E. Houghton was appointed on Oct. 10, 1861 to
be a Specia l Agent of the POD at the Headquart ers of General Banks' Division
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of the U.S . Army. He was authorized to sell postage stamps and stamped envelopes
but was to receive no pay as an agent.

As may be noted in the sma ll section of P.L. & R. revisions which appea red
in the 1862 List of Post Offices in United States (See Chronicle No . 58, page 67 ,
item Ch apter 1II ) , Route Age nts did not have the autho rity to either sell stamps
or receive prepayment in money, at least. While eve ry regiment in Federal service
had its milit ary postm aster, whose dut y was to collect and distribute mails and
transmit and receive these fro m higher authority, actua lly the only represent atives
of the Post Office Dep artment were a few special agen ts who made arrangements
rega rding the army mails, and were authorized to rees tablish certain imp ortan t
post offices in captured southern towns as required and reo pen the few mail routes
needed to serv ice these. During the war, the Federal armies carri ed all their own
mail to Post Office Dep artmen t receiving poin ts such as Cairo and Washington ,
and all this was done without expense to the Post Office Department. So, Houghton
was prob ably an aide or similar member of Bank 's Headquart ers staff and his being
given authority to sell stamps and to use a unique origin marking device was
unusual.

Actually, Hou ght on was probably opera ting as a postmaster before his app oin t­
ment, for covers with manuscript and the first type of hand stamp ed "G.B.D."
markings with September dates exist. An exa mple of the manu script marking was
shown as Figure 4 on page 2 1 of Chronicle No. 47. Figure I of this article shows
an Oct. 18 ( 186 1) date, which is the latest usage of this particular markin g rc­
cor ded by the writ er , and was used just about a month after the ea rliest usage.

Wh y did these markings read "G .B.D.," rathe r than the more obvious " Banks'
Division ," as the lat er markings read ? In E lliott Perry's Pat Paragraph s, No. 34,
on page 995 , Mr. Perry comm ented as follows :

" It is und erstood that the sold iers of Ban ks' Division were not permitted to men­
tion a town or other address in their letters and the pos tma rks do not indi cate where
they we re used . The supposed reason was to preve nt the Co nfedera tes fro m learn ing the
whe rea bo uts of an important division of the Union arm y which shuffled aro und in
Ma rylan d and kept a n eye on Harper's Ferry and another on other crossings of the
Pot om ac River. As an exa mple of Ya nkee ingenu ity this mus t have given the sou thern
bo ys a grea t laugh. Other sources of informa tion kept the Co nfedera tes so well in­
fo rmed that th ey undou bted ly knew as much abo ut the locatio n and movements of
Natha niel P's men as he did. To put the matt er co nser vatively, the 'concealment'
practice d by th e so ld ier 's mail organiza tion of Ban ks' Division seems to have reac hed
the ab so lute pinnacle of fu tility."

Aga in, while Mr. Perr y's comments are based upon an authority unknown
to the wr iter , it is worth notin g that most-nearly all, in fact-of the cove rs of
1861 date which have enclosures are datelined in such a way as to make their
geog raphic origin somew ha t obscure, and many do not indic ate that writer's military
unit. Also, noting M r. Perry's sto ry, it would seem that this is a very ea rly reflec­
tion of the same basic idea that has led to the usage of military A.P.O. markings
which also show onl y a post office designation and no location.

Pl ate I and Table I show all the Banks' Division markings reco rded by the
writer and the ea rliest and latest dates he has noted. Reports of any new exa mples
of these markings or extensions of dates would be much appreciated. At one time,
the writer wonde red if the reason for the frequent changes of types wasn't because
of eq ually frequent ca ptures of Banks' mail wagon. After all, Bank s' comm and
was n' t often called "Stonewall Jackson 's supply depot" or some such phrase, fo r
nothing. However, there is no record of Bank s' headqu art ers ever being taken, so
probably the post office wago n, which was with the headquarters, was never taken.

Th e first two types of markings, shown in Figs. 1 and 2, possibly were set
from newspaper type or other loose type in some sort of holder. It is possible that
the type fell out of the first instrument or it got broken , and the same type was used
in a differen t form for the seco nd for m, Type If , which is on the cover of Fig. 2.
The Type I markin gs arc a simple straight line G .B.D. ; in the Type II markings,
these sa me lett ers or Ictte rs very similar are set in an arc with the date similarly
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arranged below formin g an oval. Additionally, the "B" in the oval marking is
apparently invert ed. The oval mark ing was only in use about ten or eleven days,
according to our records, although this could be extended to two weeks without
overlappage.
._._---~-----------------~--

• •.ear not, Au..."r, I am thy Shield,
...wI thy u ceOO.ing gre:Lt reward, "

Figure 2
Type II used w ith a PAID mark ing. The PAID was marked out because the cover is addressed ta
(really the wife of) a postmaster who was permiHed to send or receive mail free at this time. Banks'
Headquarters were then near Darnestawn, Maryland, between Harpers Ferry and Washington.

Neither of these two markings are usually struck well so that all letters show
clearly, which is a furth er indication that the handstamper was a home mad e affair.
Fig. 3 shows the third type of "G.B.D.," and this marking was actually used for
two separate although rather short periods. It was used in November, 1861 with
a few early December usages known. Then, Bank s' Division markings disappeared
from the scene entirely until the following spring, and it is assumed the troops
were more or less in winter quarters and more prosaic Maryland town markings
appeared upon their mail. In March, 1862, the Type III marking again ap pea red,
this time in a rather pretty blue ink. Interestingly enough, the Bank s' Division
markings may be dated by color-all 1861 usages are in black and the 1862 in
blue and we know of no exceptions. The 1862 tenure of the Type III markin g
was very brief, the earliest recorded being March 4, and the latest March 14, with
March 10 also record ed. The marking could have been used over a more extensive
period, as the earliest date we have recorded for its successo r, Type IV , the first
of the round Banks' Division markin gs, is a possible March 20 (or Mar. 26?) .

Before leaving the 1861 markings, a few words should be said regarding the
methods of indicat ing prepayment that were used with these covers. Both Figs. 1
and 2 are stampless covers and we can speculate as to whether Postmaster Hough­
ton had as yet received any of the supply of stamps he was authorized to sell on
Oct. 10, 1861. In each case, the cover was simply hand-stamp ed with a small S.L.
"PAID" with no indication of the amount paid or any other comment. In the case
of the cover of Fig . 2, the "PAID" was marked out as it was addressed to a post­
master 's wife, and, no doubt , the writer indicated the letter would go free by writ­
ing " Post Master" in the U.R. corner of the cover. As a matter of interest, Mr.
En och Knapp ( the addressee) was appointed to be postmaster of New Fa irfield,
F airfield County, Conn. on April 21, 1861 and served in that capacity until
July 8, 1870 , accordin g to record s in the National Archives.

Most of the Type I and many of the Type II markings are on covers without
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stamps but having only the neat, small black PA ID as may be seen on the cove rs
of F igs. I and 2. All of the first three types are known with 3¢ 1857 stamps and
also with 3¢ 1861 's, including the pink and aIlied shades . Cover s with various

r

v#~ .~t!utI P@rM•.u~
~-n~

i

Figure 3
Type III used on a 3¢ pink stamped envelope, March 4, 1862 . Banks' Headquarters were at Charles­
to w n, Va . (no w West Virginia) on this date .

types of free franks are far more freque nt than would normally be expected and
soldier' s letters possibly less common.

Figs. 4 and 5 show the last two types of Banks' Division markings of which
we are aware. They are very similar, although the second of the two, Type V will
average slightly larger, ru nning from 32 to 33 mm (both are very slightly out-of-

})/, ';; " )J~ II

/J( ! !:lit
.:

Figure 4
Type IV on the firs t leltersheet, Scoll's U36. Used April 29, 1862 when Banks' Headquarters were th en
at Harrisonburg , Va ., w hich was a s for south as the mark ing was probably ever used in the Valley .
There is no leiter on thi s leltersheet, it having evidently been used as an en velope . This foci has
probably d isappointed mo re than on e owner .
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round ), while Type IV runs 3 11/ 2 to 32 mm, approximately. The letters of Type
V are also larger, running 5 mm against 4112 mm for Type IV . Th e eas iest way to
tell the two apa rt is that most Type IV are worn and have rath er heavy circl es,
while Type V only began to show wear when it disapp eared and the lett ers are

Figure 5
Typ e V used on a cover with contents, showing the 12th Corps Headqua rters (w he re th is post office
was assigned) were then near Harpers Ferry. A very sharp and clear example of th e strike . Collection
of the late Mr . Henry A. Meyer .

thin and "spidery" in appearance. The "D" of " DIVISION" is also a sure ind ica­
tion of which marking one is examining, the Type V " D" having a curved front bar
and rounded corn ers which give it a rather unusual appea rance.

Type V appeared in early Sept. , 1862 and disappeared in either late Novem­
ber or ea rly December, of 1862. Banks disappeared from the area of usage some­
what before this, having been assigned elsewhere Sept. 12, 1862.

All the G.B.D. and Banks' Division mar kings were used at vario us Federal
army headquarters in the field in Maryland and at the head of the Shenandoah
Valley. The reason for the discontinuance of the markings is probably explained
by the following letters:

Post Office
H ead Qrs 12th Army Corps
near Sandy Hook, Md .

Oct. 22d 1862

Maj. Gen N. P. Ban ks,
Co rnd'g force s, etc-

Sir :

I have the honor to request that you will forwar d me by mail, the com mission I
received last No vembe r fro m the P.O. Dept. as agen' t for selling Stamps to "Banks
Division (sic) and which I gave you at the time I received it ; hoping you will see fit
to comply with my request I remain

Your Obedient Servant
Roscoe E. H oughton
P.M. "Banks Division"
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and some eight day s lat er:

Post Office
Hd. Qrs. 12th A rmy Corps.

near Sandy Hook, Md .
Oct. 30th/62

Appointment Office
P.O . Dept.
Washington , D.C.

Sir:

On the 10th of last October a co mmission was sent Special Agent to sell sta mps
to "Gen. Banks Division." On the late ret reat it was dest royed with property belongi ng
to these Head Qrs. Therefor e I would request you to forward me a cop y or "artificial
copy" of the same , by doing so you will grea tly oblige.

Your Obdt. Servt.
Robert E. Houghton
P. M. "Banks Division "

Th e first of the two letters came from the Bank s papers which are in posses­
sion of the Library of Con gress, and are through the courtesy of that institution.
Th e second letter , which obviously contains misprints and erro rs, is taken from a
clipping given us some years ago and the source was not revealed, although we sus­
pect Phil Ward's column in Mekeel's. In any case, we also suspect these two letter s
are an example of Po stmaster Houghton 's "digging up a dead cat " which cos t him
his job. Banks who had made the original request, had left the scene and probably
wasn' t too keen having his name coupled too closely with the majo r defeat of
Second M anassas (this is the " late retr eat" to which Houghton refers in the second
lette r) . "Banks' Division ," which had gone through many phases since it could
have been prop erl y called by that title, was now the 12th Army Co rps and was a
part of the A rmy of the Potomac. No doubt the Post Office Department saw no
reason why the 12th Co rps should have any different postal setup than the rest of
the Corps of the Army of the Potom ac, which was pro vided with a wholly military
- and effective-mail system. So, we doubt the commission was renewed.

Most of the markings of Bank s' Division ha ve been dated from enclosed
lette rs, and the inform ation given here extrac ted from the Official Records and
many other sources, which are rather far afield from philately. The writer has com­
piled a fa irly complete record of all the units which could have used the Banks'
Division post office-and also has been recordin g such unit s when determin able
from their enclosed letter s or soldier's letter endorsements who actu ally used the
post office with the Banks' Division markings. Intere stingly eno ugh, the longer
the office existed, the more it was used by units having no relation to Bank s'
troops or those of the 12th Army Corps. Although we once intend ed to publish
the compilation , too complete a military history is requi red to use it pro perly.
H owever , for those inter ested, the Period Editor will answer inquiries regarding
covers with unit designations-where the units were located at the time the cover
was sent, and any oth er data obtainable, provided a photo of the cove r or at
least a good Xerox of cove r and contents are sent with the request.

We wo uld also appreciate information extending the record of markings and
the dat es they were used . Most of the material and data used in this ar ticle came
from the late Mr. Henry A. Meyer, George N. Malpass, Ca rl Albrecht , Len Pers­
son, Scott Gallagher and Arthur H. Bond . Mr. Meyer took man y photog raph s,
including all used with this article , and Mr. Bond dug out some rather vital data
from the National Archives. In addition, Colonel Harvey Sheppard gave us the
story already quoted and submitted covers.
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Ship Rates and the New Orleans Post Office in 1862

Mr. Harold R. McMahon reports, as requested in the articl e on the Civil
War Ship 3 Rate in Chronicle No. 58, a lovely cover somewhat similar to the
cover of Fig. I in that article. Th is shows a partial strike of the "boxed" SHIP
(item 6 shown on page 59 of Chronicle No. 58 ) with a large "5" in a circle and
also a manuscript "5." The cover, which entered the mails at New Orleans on Oct.
13, 1862, has all markin gs struck in the characteristic blue used by the New Or­
leans post office at that time, and is a patriotic (Walcott type 953) showing an owl
labelled to be "Ben Butler/The Northern Owl. He is after Secession mice." The
cover is addressed to New Hampshire and bears the m/ s legend "From U.S. Gun­
boat Kittatinny/ Gulf Squadron."

Ou r interpretation of this cover is that it was brought into New Orl eans by
government vessel, but not being properly certified as a " letter of a sailor in the
service of the United States" it was rated as a norm al ship lett er by John Park er,
then acting postmaster of New Orleans. As was explained in Chronicle No. 47
( page 19 ) , the privilege of sending mail collect when properly certified was not ex­
tended to naval personnel until Jan. 21, 1862, although the similar enactment for
soldier's letters was effective the previous July. Mail from New Orleans during this
period usually was handled with considerable attention to the regulation s. There
was probably a political reason for this. The person in cha rge of the New Orleans
post office was then one John M. G. Parker. Parker, who was General Ben Butler 's
brother-in-l aw, had come to the New Orleans area beari ng an appointment as post­
master of Ship Island , Mississippi, when that office was established for the use of
the troops with which Butler expected to capture New O rleans. When But ler moved
his troops to New Orleans, abandoning, for practical purposes by mid-summ er, Ship
Island , Parker was taken along to operate the New Orleans post office. Note that
this was Butler's idea, not an appointment of the U.S. Post Office Dept. Thi s oc­
curred in early May , and, although the Ship Island office remained in nominal
opera tion for some time, Parker apparently never returned there. In late May ,
probably, a Special Agent of the Post Office Dept. arrived in New Orleans. F inding
Parker in charge of the New Orleans post office, and understanding Park er's con­
nection with Butler , who was considered a political if not a military pa ragon , the
agent appointed Parker to be Chief Clerk of the New Orleans office, stating that
since the latter had been appointed Ship Island postmaster, he was undoubtedly
known to the Dept. to be honest, etc. Parker did not receive the app ointm ent to
be postmaster for some time, and on October 13, 1862, his mentor and broth er-in­
law, Gene ral Ben Butler was in considera ble trouble, which, in fact, soon led to
his being transferred elsewhere. Inasmuch as Parker did not have a perm anent ap­
pointment at that time, it is understandable that he would stick closely to the
letter of the law and the regulations so as to not be subject to censure , should the
Post Office Departm ent be so inclined.

In Chronicle No. 58 we stated a belief that the Ship 3 rate was authorized
so that those in the Federa l service would have a way to send mails collect without
penalty. It is quite possible that Mr. Parker did not have a copy of any such direc­
tive, as circulation of it may have been limited to Ea st Coa st postoffices. Also, of
course, it is possible that the cover reported by Mr . McMahon was bro ught into
the New Orleans postoffi ce by private ship, although casual private ships were
not frequent visitors at New Orleans at that time.
Tell Our Advertisers

You Saw It In

The Chronicle
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ADDENDA

Maine

11-5-2, 281/ 2 bl ue, W YD 1883. 8

New Hampshire

26-G - I ,26V2 blu e, Banknot e. 6 (Hillsborough Bridge & Co nto oco ok)

Connecticut

87-5 - 1,27 black, WYD 1866. 12 (Naugatuck R.R . )

Pennsylvania

188-B-I , 27 black, WYD 1884.4

Mar yland

274-5-9a. D. Oval 3 1V2 -22\!2 x 23- 14 blu e, WYD 1890.8

West Virg in ia

Cata log Route 282: Morgan town to Fairmont. W.Va. via BALTIMOR E & O HIO R.R.
(Fai rmo nt, Morgantown and Pitt sburgh Railroad . )

Route Agents : Morgan town- Fairm on t, W.Va. 1886-1 Agent (26 miles.)
Markings: 282 -A- 1. 26 112 black, WYD 1886. 2

South Carolina

336-F-2, 25 \!2 black . 1870. 4
340 -G- 1, 26 V2 black, Eig ht ies. 2 (Wilmington & Jackson ville ) . See Also Catalog Rout e 350 .

Michiga n

Cata log Route 621: Fort Way ne, Ind. to Jackson , Mich . via FO RT WAY NE & JA C KSON
R.R . ( Fort Way ne, Jack son & Saginaw R.R. )

Rout e Agents : Jackson. Mich. & Ft. Wayne. Ind. 1871. 1873. 1875. 1877- 2 Agents, 1879,
188 1- 1 Age nt. 1882, 1883- 2 Agents (97 miles )

M ark ings. 62 1-A- I. 25 V2 black, Banknote . 10

Indian a

667 -E- I, 25 V2 black, 1876. 4

\ Visconsin

842-B-2, 27 112 black , 1880. 3
843 -F- 1. 26 \!2 black , W YD 1887. 2
843 -F-2, 27 black, W YD 1886. 2

Minnesota

866- B-2. 25 V2 blue . 1876. N DL. 4
867-B-2. 26 black. 1886. 3
874-M- I, 27 black, WYD 1884, HE" killer. 5 Bismarck & Gle ndive)

Montan a

890-A-I , 27 black , W YD 1882 . Possible par tial. 12 (Terminus & Ogde n)

Kan sas

909 -5- 1, D. C ircle 28- 19\!2 blue. W YD 1872. 15
9 11-5-1, D. C irc le 3 1\!2-20 blue, WYD 1886, 10 (Saffordv ille)
9 13-D- I , 25 black, Ban knote . 14 (St. Joseph & De nve r C ity R.R. )

Nebraska

932-G- 2, 25 \!2 black , Ban knote. 4
932 -N- I , 25V2 black , Ban knot e. 6 (Sidney & Lar am ie )

Ca liforn ia and Neva da

978-C-l . 27 black , WYD 1886. 5
980-C-I , 25 \!2 black, 1877.8
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11-5-2 26-G-1 87- 5- 1 . 188-8-1

980-C-l

91J-D-l

340-G-1

932-N-1
PLATE VI

909- 5- 1

282-A-1

667- E-1

9J2-G-2

621-A-1

890- A- 1
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor
Depreciated Currency Covers

PART I

GEORGE E. HARGEST

Brief Survey of u .S. Monetary History-1792-18621

On April 2, 1792, Congress enacted a Mint Act which adopted a decimal
system of coinage, a bim etall ic standard with silver and gold granted full legal
tender at a ratio of 15 to I , and established a United States mint. Some tim e afte r
this Act became effec tive, the market ratio between silver and gold bec am e about
15 1/2 to 1. On the market 15 1/2 ounces of silver could be purchased for 1 ounce
of gold, but at the min t only 15 ounces of silver wer e required to buy 1 ou nce of
gold. Such a transaction wou ld yield a profit of about 1h ounce of silver. Under
tho se conditions silver was brought to the mint for coinage, and gold was con­
verted into bullion for the market. Silver overvalued at the mint was dri ving under­
va lued gold out of circulation.

In order to remedy thi s situa tion, laws were en acted in 1834 and in 1837
which es tablished a new mint ra tio of 15.9 88 to 1, usually expressed as 16 to 1.
According to thi s new mint ratio, the sta nda rd silve r doll ar was to contain 37 1.25
grains of pure silve r, o r 41 2.5 grains of coin silver .9 fine, while the sta ndard go ld
dollar was to contain 23.22 gra ins of pure gold, o r 25.8 grains .9 fine.

This new coinage ra tio und ervalued silver at the mint, fo r the market ratio
rem ain ed about 151/2 to 1. At the mint, about 16 ounces of silver exc ha nge d fo r
1 ounce of gold, but in the mark et only 151h ounces of silver would bu y 1 ounce
of gold . T hus, overva lued gold was taken to the mint to excha nge for undervalu ed
silver, and silver, in con sequ enc e, gradua lly disappeared from circulati on . This
was the situation at the beginn ing of the Civil War.

The " Greenbacks" and Fractiona l Paper Currency?

On December 30, 186 1, the banks in New York City suspended specie pay­
ments, and on January 1, 1862, the Federal govern ment also suspe nded payments
in specie . On February 25, 1862, a Legal Tend er Act was pa ssed by Co ngress
which, am ong other things, authorized the issuance of $ 150,000,000 in non-interest
bearing United States notes which were made legal tender for all debts public and
pri vate , except cu sto ms duti es and interest on public debt. The United States,
ther efore, adopted a de fa cto inconvertible paper sta nda rd, for these notes, through
the operation of Gresham's law," forc ed the gold coi n ou t of circulation. During
the first qu arter of 1862 the avera ge price of United Sta tes notes (greenback s) in
gold declined to 9 7 .5.~

Until 1853 the silve r content of a dollar's worth of subsid ia ry coins'; of the
United States wa s the same as that of a silver doll ar-piece. Becau se of the discr ep­
ancy between the market and mint ratios of silver, these coins were disappearing
from cir culation. On February 2 1, 1853 , a new Coin age Act was passed whic h
reduced the silver content of a dollar' s worth of subs idia ry coins to 345.6 gra ins
of pure silver, as compared with 371 .25 grains in the silver doll ar -piece. This rep­
rese nted a reduction of 6.9 1 per cent, and made the silver co ntent of a doll ar 's
wor th of subsid iary coins 93 .09 per cent of the silve r doll ar-piece.

Whil e thi s reduction was barely suffi cient to keep the subs idia ry silver coin s
in circula tion at that tim e, the suspension of spec ie payments and the introduct ion
of United States notes, whose gold value soo n fell below the go ld va lue of the
silver subsidiary coin s, forced the latt er out of circulation. By June 1862 a crisis
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developed becau se there was no small change ava ilable. There imm ediately ap­
peared a welter of fractional paper currency issued by private ind ividuals and
business firms which, perforce, temporarily served as money." The Currency Ac t
of Jul y 17, 1862, sought to alleviate the stringency in sma ll change by authorizing
the use of postage stamps as curre ncy. Stamps prepared fo r postage uses, however ,
were not adapted to the purposes of curre ncy, and on August 2 17 the T reasu ry
began the distribution of fractional postage currency notes which replaced the use
of postage stamps as money. On March 3, 1863, Congress further acted by autho r­
izing the issuance of fract ional United States notes of different design" to repl ace
the postage currency then in circulation.

By the Acts of Jul y 11, 1862 and Janu ary 17, 1863, Co ngress autho rized
the further issuance of $300,000,000 in United States notes. Thus, by the end of
the first qu art er of 1863 there had been author ized the issuanc e of a tot al of
$450,000,00 0 in greenbacks, and their average price in gold for that qua rter had
fallen to 65.2Y

Depreciated Currency and the Post Office Department

As the inflation progressed, the Post Office Department realized that it was
suffering a severe loss in revenue through the collection of postage on unpaid
letters fro m foreign countries in depreciated pa per, while international sett lements
with these same countries had to be made in specie. It also noted that foreign
correspondents were taking adva ntage of the situa tion by sending more of their
letters to the United States unp aid. Postmaster General Blair ca lled the matter to
the atten tion of Congress and asked that measures be taken to allevia te it.

On February 17, 1863 , Mr. Collamer of the Sena te Co mmittee on the Post
Office and Post Roads reporte d to Congress a joint resoluti on which authorized
the Post Office Department to collect the postages due on un paid mail matt er
fro m foreig n countries in coin. In presentin g the measure he po inted to the great
loss suffered in sett ling balances with foreign governme nts on unpaid mail matt er.
He states : " It gets to be a pretty severe operation when it ( the Post Offi ce Depart­
ment ) has to pay forty or fifty thousand dollars a year discou nt on the pa per
it receives, with which to get gold to pay bac k the balance of postage.l" ? Mr.
Trumbull recognized the grav ity of the loss, but objec ted to the measure on the
gro und of the great inconvenience it would cause the public. H e felt it would be
most onerous on the poor, for exa mple, serva nts who were corresponding with
relatives in E urope. "W here would they secure the coin," he asked , "w hen there
was none in circ ulat ion?" Mr. Wilson moved that it lay on the tab le for the
present. To this, Co ngress agreed.I I

On March 3, 1863, a similar measure which granted the Postmaster Ge neral
discretiona ry power in making collections on such mai l matt er was introduced
and approved: I ~

"No. 35 A Resolution Authorizing the Collection in Coin of Postages Due
on Unpaid Mail Matter from Foreign Countries;

Whereas, the failure to prepay foreign correspondence throws upon the Post
Office Department of the United States large balances, which have to be paid in
coin: Therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster Genera l be and is hereby authorized
to take such measures as may seem advisable to him to collect postages on letters
from abroad not prepaid, in order to avoid loss in payment of such balances."

On April 1, 1863, Postmaster Genera l Blair issued an official circ ular which
was distributed to all pos tmasters throughout the Loyal Sta tes. Af ter some explan­
atory remarks he quoted the above joint resolution and issued the following order .-"

"In pursuance of the provisions of this resolution, you are hereby directed,
from and after the first day of May next, to collect in gold or sil ver coin all post­
ages due on unpaid letters received from foreign countries in mails despatched to
this country from Great Britain and Ireland, Fra nce, Prussia, Hamburg, Bremen
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or Belgium and to hold the coin so collected subject to the specia l draf ts or orders
of this Department. Should however payment of such postage and of the premium
on a corresponding amount of coin be tendered you in United States notes, you
are authorized to acce pt the same in lieu of coin. . . .

For the present this order will apply exclusively to the mails received from
the countries above mentioned. On outgoing letters the existing regulat ions remain
unchanged."

The public was thus relieved of the abso lute necessity of paying the postage
du e o n unpaid letter s from fore ign co unt ries in co in, if they paid the eq uiva lent
(w hich included the p remium o n co in) in United States not es.

The me tho d to be used by the post offices in co llec ting th e co in eq uiva lent
in the United Stat es notes mu st have ca used some co nfusion, for ed itor Holb rook
found it necessa ry to explain the procedure in the June issue of the U.S . M ail
and Post Office Assistant. w

"Collection in co in- It may be of service to some postmasters to explain the
plan adopted in the New York Office in carrying out the recent ORDE R to
collect postage on unpaid fore ign letters, in coin or its equivalent,

Letter sta mps are prepared with changeable figures, with which all such
letters for this delivery are rated, as soo n as they arrive by steamer; the premium
on silver at that time being adopted as a basis. Thus on a letter from Great
Britain 32 cts. would be stamped, if the coin then ruled at 33 per cent. No
matter when the letter is called for, the ra te stamped on the letter must be paid ,
unless the gold or silv er is offered, when, of course, only 24 cts. ca n be demand ed
if the letter weighs a single rate only . This has been the prac tice up to the 1st
inst., in the New York office respecting letters for deliver y here . as befo re sta ted:
but by order of the Department it was on the 1st inst., extended to all such foreign
letters passing in transit through the other offices.

We men tion this in orde r that distant postmasters may understand the new
ruling, and collect accordi ngly. The arrangement will no doub t relieve them of
some tro uble. Similar instruc tions have been given to the postmasters of Phi la­
delphia , Bosto n, Portland , Detroit, Chicago, and San Francisco, there being the
regular United States Exchange offices for fore ign mails." *

If any co in were offered to pay the postage du e on unp aid letters from
fore ign countries , it wo uld undoubtedl y have bee n in the form of silve r subsidiary
coins. As has been previously pointed out , the silver co ntent of th ese coins was
93. 1 per ce nt of th at of the silver dollar-piece. O n the other hand , in 1863, the
market p rice of silve r was higher than the mint pr ice . This is reflec ted in Columns
I an d 2 of T abl e I. On the average durin g that year, o nly 15.37 ounces of silver
would have bou ght one ounce of gold on the market , but 15.988 ou nces were re­
qui red to exchange fo r an ounce of gold at the min t. T o state it ano ther way,
$ 1.039 in silver wa s required to bu y $1. 00 in gold (Column 2) . T he price of
silver in greenbacks (Column 3) was, therefo re, higher th an the pri ce of go ld
in gree nba cks (Colum n 4) in 1863. Column 5 of T abl e I presents the go ld
value of a doll ar 's wo rth of subs idiary silver co ins. If , in 1863, the market and
mint rati os between silve r and gold had been the same , the figure in Column 5
for th at year wo uld have been .93 1, reflect ing the lesser amo unt of silve r in the
sub sidiary co ins. T he increase from .93 1 to .967 represents the higher market
p rice of silver. This is clearl y observed in the figure s for 1873 whe n, in Column 1,
the marke t ratio approached the mint ratio of 15.988, the market va lue of silver
in gold, in Column 2, approached 100, and the gold va lue of silver subsidiary
coins, in Column 5, approached .93 1.

Procedure Followed in Rating Letters

A ltho ugh the above descr ipti on of the procedure to be followed in ra ting
these unpaid lett ers from abroad states that the premium on silve r at the time
of the steamer's arrival was to be used as the basis for rating, tests made on
numerous co vers indicat e that thi s could no t have been so . On e is led to the

* Ital ics added for em pha sis.
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conclusion that editor Holbrook did not fully explain what was meant by premium
on silver. More explicitly , he should have stated it as premium on silver subsidiary
coins. Thi s is implied in his next sentence when he speaks of the coin (not the
silver) ruling at 33 per cent. While man y examples can be cited , several will

TAB L E 1
Co lumn 1 Market Ratio of Silver to Gold
Column 2 Mar ket Valu e of Silver in Gold
Co lumn 3 Pri ce of Silver in Greenbac ks
Co lumn 4 Pric e of Gold in Greenbacks
Co lumn 5 Gold Value of a Dollar 's Wo rth of Silver Subsidi ary Coi ns
Column 6 Pric e of Silver Subsidiary Coins in Gree nbac ks

A nnual A verages

Year

1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878

15.37
15.37
15.44
15.43
15.57
15.59
15.60
15.57
15.57
15.63
15.92
16.17
16.59
17.88
17.22
17.94

2

103.9
103.9
103.5
103.6
102.7
102.6
102.5
102.7
102.7
102.3
100.4
98.9
96.4
89.4
92.8
89. 1

3

150.9
2 11.2
162.8
146.4
141.9
143.3
136.3
117.3
114.7
114.9
114.3
109.9
110.8
99.3
97.3
89.8

4

145.2
203.3
157.3
140. 9
138.2
139.7
133.0
114.9
111.7
112.4
113.8
111.2
114.9
111.5
104.8
100.8

5

0.967
0.967
0.963
0.964
0.956
0.955
0.954
0.956
0.955
0.952
0.938
0.925
0.888
0.842
0.869
0.834

6

140.2
196.6
15 1.5
133.8
132.1
133.4
126.9
108.8
106.6
107.0
106.7
102.9
103.5
93.9
9 1.1
84.1

Source : Col umns I and 5 : Carother s, Neil, op . cit., appendix F , p. 323; Column 4:
Mitchell, Wesley c., op. cit., p. 4; Co lumn 2: 15.988 divided by the figures in Column I ;
Colum n 3 : figures in Col umn 4 multiplied by figures in Column 2 ; Col umn 6 : figures in
Column 4 mult iplied by figures in Co lumn 5.

A B G o

E F

PLAT E

G

suffice to illustrate how these covers were rated.
Markin g A of Plate I appears on a cover posted in Lond on on Jun e 10, 1867 ,

addressed to Boston.!" This markin g indicates that 24 cent s were to be collected
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in coin , or 3 1 cents in United States notes (gree nbacks) . On June 13 (t he date
of the steamer's arrival as indicated in the postmark ) the lowest and highest
prices of gold in gree nbac ks were, respectively, 137 and 1371,/,t ,1'; If the premium
on gold had been used as the basis for calcu lation, the lowest possible amount
to be collected would have been 33 cents (24 x 137 eq uals 32.88), two cents
higher than the amoun t shown in the postmark. Since the price of silver in
greenbacks (Column 3) was higher than the price of gold (Column 4), if the
pre mium on silver had been used as the basis for calc ulation, the amount to be
collected would have been higher than 32.88. It is evide nt that neither the pre­
mium on gold nor silver was used as the basis for calculating the amo unt due in
Unit ed States notes on these cove rs. The price of silver subsidiary coins in
gree nbacks, however , not only reflects the lesser amount of silver they contain,
but also the higher market price of silver (Column 6) . It appears that the premium
on gold was reduced by applying the percentages shown in Column 5 in order
to secure the premium on silver subsidiary coins. Thus, 137 (premium 37)
was multip lied by 24 and the pro duct multi plied by .956 (Column 5 figure for
1867) , the fina l product of which is 31.43, or 3 1 cents, which agree s with the
amount shown in the postmark. It must be borne in mind that the figures in
Co lumn 5 are annual averages and at any particular point of time could be more
or less than the amo unt shown. Although declining grad ually, unt il 1873 this
series shows great sta bility, and its application to daily figures appea rs just ified.
Undo ubtedly, the excha nge offices were furnished these figures daily, but such a
dai ly ser ies has not been found in government records .

Ap plying the same procedure to Marking B of Plate 1, a similar situa tion
arises. T his letter was posted in Bremen on May 20 , 1865, addressed to Philadel­
phia. T he post mark indicates that 10 cents were to be collected in coin, or 13
cents in United States notes. On June 5, 1865 (t he da te in the postmark) , the
lowest an d highest prices of gold in greenbacks were 135 % and 1361/2. T he
produ ct of 10 x 135% is 13.59 , or 14 cents , which is one cent higher than the
13 in the postmark. When, however, 13.59 is multipled by .963 the prod uct
is 13.08 , or 13 cents, which agrees with the amount shown in the postmark.

Marking C of Plate 1 appears on a cover posted in Minorca, Spain, on
December 2 1, 1867, add ressed to Pottsville, Pa. 17 The postmark indicates that
the British open ma il rat e of 2 1 cents by American packet service was to be
collected in coin , o r 28 cen ts in United States notes . On January 8, 1868 (t he
date in the postmark) , the lowest and highest prices of gold in greenbacks were
136 1/8 and l 37¥1, respectively. Th e product of 136 1/8 x 2 1 is 28 .58 , or 29 cents,
which is one cent higher than the amount in the post mark. When , however, 28 .58
is multiplied by .955 ( the 1868 figure in Column 5) the produc t is 27 .39 , less
th an the ind icated collection . In this case, however, the highest (or higher) price
for that day was used. The prod uct of 2 1 x 137¥1 x .955 is 27 .69, or 28 cen ts,
which agrees with the amount in the postmark.

Marking F of Plate I appears on a cover posted in Germany on September 5,
1867, addressed to Alabama. On September 28 , 1867, the lowest and highest
prices of gold in greenbacks were 143 and 143%, respectively. T he product of
15 x 143 is 21.45 , or 2 1 cents , which is one cent more than the 20 cen ts shown
in the pos tmark. The prod uct of 2 1.45 x .956 is 20 .51, which would also round
to 2 1 cents. Since .956 is an annual average, at any particular point of time this
figure could be mo re or less than .956. It appears that at the time this com­
pu tation was made it was less. If it had been reduced to .955, the 20 cents
indicated for collection would have been validated.

A nu mber of new conventions between the United States and European
count ries became effective dur ing 1868. Each of these conventions pre scribed
a fine on unp aid letters which was to be assessed and reta ined by the coun try
collecting the postage. In the United Sta tes this fine was always payable in United
States notes, i.e., it was not assessable in coin. As a result, some time after these
conventions became effective , postmarks which showed only the amo unt to be
collected in United States notes appeared.

Marking D of Plate I appears on a cover posted in Liverpool on October
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15, 1870, addressed to Boston .!" On October 29, 1870 ( the date in this postm ark ) ,
the lowest and highest prices of gold in greenbacks were, respectively, II I Y<i
and III % . Th e collection on this cover was evidently computed at the highest
amount for that day . Th e rate after January I , 1870, was 6 cents per half ounce
and , hence, 6 x III Ys is 6.7 , or 7 cents. To this 7 cents was added the unp aid
letter fine of 6 cents (w hich was always payabl e in notes ) to produce a rate of
13 cents, which is the amount to be collected as is indica ted in the postm ark.

Section 8 of the Act of Jul y 1, 1864, provided a 10 cent per half ounce
rate on letters addressed to or received from for eign countries when conv eyed
in vessels regularly employed in transportation of the mails. T his act particularly
applied to tho se countries with whom the United States had no postal convention. !''
When the U.S .-French convention expired on December 31 , 1869, this act imm e­
diately appli ed to mail between the Unit ed States and that country. The 10 cent
rate und er this act was always collectible in United States notes. Marking E of
Plate I shows one of several "N. Y. Steam ship" markings that appea r on these
covers. Evidently, there was some confusion about collection in co in, and mar k­
ing G of Plate I appears, indicating the amount collect ible in currency.

Change in Basis of Rating

The Coinage Ac t of February 2 1, 187 3, remove d from the list of legal coin s
the silver dollar-piece, which had not been in circul ation since long before 1853.
This was, in fact, the demonetization of silver. About the same time this act
was passed , seve ral European countries also demon etized silver, and large deposits
were discovered in the Unit ed States. Thi s increased production of silver coupled
with its loss of util ity as mon ey, forced the price to decline rapidly. This sha rp
decline in the price of silver afte r 1873 is noted in co lumns 2 and 3 of Table 1.
It appears that about this time the exchange offices began to use the premium
on gold instead of the premium on subsidiary silver coin as the basis for det er­
minin g the amounts due in United States notes on these unpaid letters. A glanc e
at the figure s in Columns 4, 5 and 6 of Table I afte r 1873 discloses that the
continued application of the figures in Column 5 to tho se in Column 4 would
have resulted in cha rging little or no premium, and finally, in ratings below those
charged for collection in coin . Th is, obviously, did not happen .
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The Cover Corner

J. DAVID BAKER, Editor
Answer to the Problem Cover in February 1968 Issue

The Cover Corner did not appear in the May 1968 issue. You will have to
refe r to your co py of the February 1968 Chronicle to see a pho tograph of the
cover req uested, just inside the back cover.

Ma urice Blake offers this answer to this cover which he characterizes as
" tentative and somewhat hypothetical. "

'T he IO¢ paid a double rate to get the letter aboa rd a Cunarder at H alifax
A ugust 4, 1864, and an additional amount of Ca nad ian currency, the equiva lent
of two shillings sterling must have been paid to convey the letter by Cunar d
steamer to Boston, where it was duly stamped 48 PA ID, the double rate over
~ oz ., and less tha n one ounce.

'The S.S. Africa reac hed Halifax on August 4, and Boston A ugust 6, 1864.
By the U.S.-Briti sh Treaty 48¢ paid the postage to any place in the U.S., in this
case from Boston to Port land, Maine. Presumably, Mr. Belcher was out of town
so someone forwarded thi s item to 80 Sta te Stree t, Boston.

"The pa ir of 2¢ '63 suggests tha t the item was a printed circ ular, originally
sent by 'S. F leming' of Nova Scotia Railway, Commissioner's Office, Halifax, N.S.
T he forwarder may have assumed that the doub le circ ular rate was co nsisten t
with the 10¢ and 48¢ pa id,"
The Problem Cove r for this Issue

T he pro blem cover for this issue is pictured above, a 3¢ 185 1 cover fro m
Was hington, D.C. , to Phil adelphia on which is imprinted the handstam p " U.S.
Gov't ." T he quest ion is what is the significance of the handstamped marking "U.S.
Gov't. "?
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