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No rnaff r what yOlfr interests may be . . . Govers,

bl eks, eaneel tions, Postal History pis<S8s or just plain
ordinary every-day $ingles, we ore in po ition 0 s$rve
you.

Whether you simply would li~e to be put on our audion

mailing list or whether you have specifie el"sive items
you are anxious to secur.e, we will be grad fo hear from

'191.1.

We ar.e, of course, active buyers at all times, and would

be pleased to consider whatever you may have +0 oUer

in '1uality material, either for outright purchase for cash

or for inclusion in one of our forthcoming auction sales.

i g I Auctien Galleries~ Inc.
trMf ew York, N.Y. l00l2

Tel. (212) 753-6422



BRITISH NORTH AMERICA
CLASSICS
for sa le hy auction on

December II
incl udi ng a [abu lous unused pair ( illus­
tra ted here ) 01 12d . black ; man y lovelyD particularly Twen tieth Ce ntu ry va riet ies.

With CANADA "Pence"
NEWFOUNDLA

HANDBOOK
CATALOGUE ,

wi,h co lo u r , $3
including seco nd class
airmail posta ge.

Classic StamRs are often availab le for sale by auction in Lond on

- or BasIe . . . if you would like to receive the

catalogues please send for details of the subscription ra tes saying that you saw

thi s advertiseme nt in CHRONICLE .

T elex: 915 410Cahles s " S ta m I)S,
London , S.\" .1."

ROBSON LOWE LIMITED
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.I.
ENGLAND
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"CLASSIC"
u. S. PROVISIONAL COVERS
# 3 X 3 (5¢ Black, on Bluish) Neatly Tied by "PAID" Cancel to

Immaculat e Cover , A Gem! Cat. $2,850 + + $3,500

# 9 X 1 (5¢ N.Y.) V.F. -S. Copy. Tied by Red Crayo n to V.F.
Appearing Cover with Address Repaired. Pmk. & Used From
Boston. Rar e & Att ractive $850

# 10 X 1 (5¢ Provid ence) Superb Copy. Tied to Piece of Cover
by Town Pmk., only 2 or 3 Known with Town Pmk., Rare
Beauty! $1,000

# 11 X 1 (5¢ Gree nish) Close Marg . Slightly Cut in. Tied by
mss. "PAID 5" on V.F . Folded letter. Cat. $1,400 .$850

# 11 X 2 (l O¢ Greenish) Vert. PAIR. Clear at Sides. Bit Cut in
Top & Bt., Tied by Pen Can. to V.F. Folded Le tter. Att rac-
tive Pair & Cover. Cat. $3,250 $2,500

# 11 X 4 (5¢ Gray Li lac) 2 Copies, J.F . to V.F ., Fresh, Bright
Copies. Tied to V.F. Slightly Crease d Folded Le tter, P.F.
Cert., Rare & Most Attractive, Est. Cat. $5,000+ . . .$3,500

# 11 X 6 (20¢ Gray Lilac) 3112 margins. Just Cut in at B.L. , Pen
Cancel & Tied by Hed Pmk. to V.F. Slightly Creased Cover.
Very Rare , Only F ew Known on Cover , P.F. Cert., Cat.
$7,000+ $7,500

What else do you need in rare
or elusive u.s. or Possessions?

Your Want L ist Appreciated
Satisfaction or Immediate Refund

Gladly sent on Approval with References
Insta llment Payment Terms If Desired

(No Interest or Carrying Charges)

APS
SPA
CSA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

T HE CH RON ICLE. published by the U .S. P hilatelic Classics Society. Inc., at 10 Country C lub Drive. Fu lton ,
Mo . 6525 J. Second-class post age paid at Fu lton , Mo. Subscript ion price $14.00. A yea r 's subsc rip tion is in­
clu ded in membership in the U.S . P hilatelic C las sics Society , with $7.50 of ea ch mem ber's due s app ortioned to
pub lication of Tire Chronicle . P rin ted in the United St ate s of Ame rica .
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HARMER·ROOKE'S
Search for Stamps

AT Harmer Rooke, we are constantly searching for fine
stamps and collections for our clients. " 'e seek United

Sta tes, worldwide and specialized coll ections, as well as
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Our inte rn ational reputation and professional integrity
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 Covers From Mississippi
CREIGHTON C. HART

History-polit ical or postal-is not merely an accumulation of dates and
statistics. Behind these lie many wonderful stories. Th e sto ries that 1847 covers
from the various states revea l are sometimes am using like that of the Door speller
in Arkansas, the postmaster who didn't know how to spell the name of his own post
office, Holly Point. He put an "e" in Holly. T his lonely little village-now a co tton
patch-is one of the few 1847 ghost towns because the post office was closed in
1871 . Anot her enter taining example is the cover fro m Kalamazoo with the homely
remark, "Old stamp-good for Nix" written by the only postmaster who refused to
recognize a '47 stamp after demonetization . Th e pair of gem covers found among
the very few '4 7 covers from Delaware provide an intriguing story. Both of these
covers are postmarked from the same town, Wilmington , and on the same day,
August 13, 1847. Qu ite a coincidence! And better yet the 5¢ is on domestic letter
and its companion , the 10¢, is on a transatlant ic cover to England.

Th e June, 1967 Chronicle ca rries the dramatic account of '47 covers from
Georgia which revea ls a decided shortage of 5¢ covers due to the devastation
wro ught by the Civil War. Mississippi was also a Confederate sta te and once again
the Civil War is the cause of a mark ed shortage of 5¢ covers. Mississippi like
Georgia was largely an agricultura l sta te and was also the scene of many Civil War
battles. Twice as many fives ( 10.500) were sent to Mississippi post offices as were
tens (5 ,200) . Yet only about half as many five cen t covers (4) survive as tens (9 ).
Here. as for Georgia covers, we find that most of the tens went to the uninvaded
North. T he '47 lette r with a single fi ve stamp travelled a short distance ( less than
300 miles) and freq uent ly within a state. Many of these five cent covers were
destroyed as a direct result of the wa r in the burned out ru ins or suffered gradual
deterioration in plant ations aba ndo ned after the war.

Eleven Mississipp i post offices were sent a supply of our first issue. In the
following tabul ation the name of the post office is given first followe d by the date
the first supply was received according to the official "Record Book." The total
numbe r of fives is followed by a divider, "/" after which is the tot al number of tens.
Aberdeen 12- 3-'50 1000/ 100 Natchez 9-17-'49 4000/2050
Columbus 1-24-'49 300/ 100 Rodney 2-22-'49 800/550
Jackson 10-24-'47 1400/ 400 Vicksburg 5-11- '50 1400/ 900
Lexington 6- 8-'49 300 / 150 Wood ville 1-15-'50 400/1 00
Ma rion 4-11-'50 200 /50 Yazoo City 8- 5-'50 600 /300
Mon ticello 8-29-'49 200 / 50

Th e four 5¢ cove rs on my list are :-
I. September 2 1, 1849 red Co lumb us to Phil adelphi a.
2. March 14,1 850 black STEAM ( Rod ney) to Natchez .
3. December 4. 1850 blue Natchez to Jackson, Miss.
4. Januar y 25, x red Na tchez to New Orl eans.

Of these four only two known covers are addressed to Mississippi towns which
later suffered war damage . One of the other two went to New Orleans which was
ea rly and easi ly occ upied by Federa l troops. The Co lumb us cover, the first on the
list, has a pair of stamps which may not belong and may have bee n added later.
On this cover to Philadelphi a appea r the two manu script notations "Charge box
65" and " Paid," a combi nation associa ted with stampless covers on ly. If the pa ir of
stamps could be carefully lifted , the or iginal gum might be evident if the pair be­
longs. It may seem an exagge ration but I believe I have had enough exper ience with
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Covers w ithout town p os tmarks piq ue the im agination . This 1847 cover with o nly the w ord " STEAM"
leads us to a cur ious st ory of t he old So uth .

o rigina l gum on '47 sta mps to be abl e to tell whet he r or not the sta mp still adh eres
with the origina l gum. T he gum on some of our ea rly issues is very distinctiv e and
the gum on the '47's has unusual characte ristics .

Th e Mississippi '47 cover with the most inte resting postal history back ground
is the 5¢ cover with the black "ST EA M." T here is no townm ark but for tuna tc lv the
entire fold ed letter is present. Th e dateline is Rodney a river town imp ortant eno ugh
befo re the Civil War to rece ive a supply of 1847 stamps but now too sma ll to be
shown on a Rand McNally roa d map. This cover was carried by a Mississippi River
packet boat , the "Ge nera l Worth ." Covers of any period carried by a river packet
boat a re popular and thi s is a very ea rly one with instruction given by the addressor
who wrote "Ge n. Worth" at the lower left ha nd corner.

An cient and medieval history tells us of citi es being swa llowe d up by the sea;
Rodn ey is a 19th ce ntury town that was swa llowe d up by land. Rodney reach ed its
zeni th in the 1840 's and '50's which was the golden age of stea mboating, of cott on
and slave ry. Th ere were line plan tati on s around Rodney with palati al mansion s and
more ba les of cotton were shipped each year fro m Rodney than any other river
town .

A sma ll san d bar began for ming in front of Rodney in 1864 and gradually
ca used the river to cha nge its course. As the drawin g shows, afte r the Mississippi
cha nged, Rodnev was left five miles away, high and dr y. Afte r losing its imo ort ance
as a river port, Rod ney grad ually dwind led and when a rai lroad pa ssed it by a few
yea rs later, Rodney decl ined into a ghos t town . A disastrous fire leveled most of
the bu ild ings but left untouched the lovely Presbyterian Church, built in 1829,
which rem ain s as a histo rical monument to wha t Rodney once was. This old churc h
with its church bell cas t of silver dollars is being res to red and is well worth visiting
even though it is a bit out of the way for modern four lane tr avelers. '

The Mississippi Riv er packet the " Ge neral Worth" was nam ed for Major
Gen eral Willi am Jenn ings Worth who fought with distinction under Zachar y Taylor
in the Mexican War. Lat er he was cited for gallantry when he defeated the

1 Howard Mitch am . "Old Rodn ey; A Mississippi G host Town ," Journal of Mississippi
Histo ry, XV ( 1953) page 242.
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This drawi ng shows how t he fickle Miss issippi River dese rted Rodney, cha ng ing it from a n importa nt
comme rcia l river la nding to a g has t to w n five miles in la nd . The so lid lines a re th e river's pr esent banks
a nd th e dotted lines are a s it w a s in th e 1840 ' s a nd '50's.

Seminoles in 1838. General Worth is almost as forgotten as Rodney, Mississippi,
but when he died in 1849 he was enou gh of a nation al figure to be buri ed at 25 th
and F ifth Aven ue. On a small tria ngul ar tract in New York City, where Broadway
angles across Fifth Aven ue, is a 20 ' marble obelisk to General Worth and his
military ca reer. In a way it seems like a monument to old Rodney, also.

When we know the stories behind our early cover s it mak es them and the
history of their times come to life.

As would be expec ted the surviv ing ten cen t cov er s are addressed to eithe r
the uninvaded North or to New Orleans. Elliott Perry in the J une, 1932 issue of
" Pat Paragraphs" wrote, "The number of Mississippi covers kno wn to exist with
1847 stamps is estimated at less than ten ." Since then o ther cover s have come to
light and I believe a better estima tion now wou ld be less than twenty, probab ly
fifteen to twenty.

Th e nine ten cent co vers are:-

I. November 22, 1849 red Jackson to New Orleans.
2. Ju ly 16, 1850 blue Natchez to ?
3. November 9, 1850 blue Natchez to Philadelphia.
4. April 7, 1851 blue Natchez to Massachusetts.
5. June 9, 185 1 blue Natchez to Philadelphia.
6. March 27, x red Jackson to New Orleans.
7. February IS, ? Natchez to Centre Belpre, Ohio.
8. August 14, ? blue Vicksburg to ?
9. December 20, ? Jackson to ?

Co llectors show little interest in Mi ssissippi postm arks and these sca rce post­
marks sell at auction for no more than cover s with po stm arks that are relatively
common. If Mississippi postm ark s were as popular as are '47 covers postm ark ed
from Tex as, Florida and seve ral other sta tes, then Mississippi cover s wou ld sell for
five to ten times as much as they do. T he stamps on Mississippi covers a re mo stly
fine four margined cop ies.

Mississippi was not sett led by ind ividu als who had any strong ties with Europe
such as th e resident s of New En gland had with Gre at Brita in and as the residen ts of
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New Orl ean s had with France. There a rc no '47 cove rs known addresse d to Eu rope
and non e a re likely to turn up . Ther e are th ree cover s from the capital, Jackson ,
and oth er s may exist.

Mississippi has a unique and an imp ortant place in the postal history of our
nat ion and it is un fortunate that there is no active postal history society in the
sta te . The first Federal highway (t he Natchez Trace ) goes from Nashvi lle to
Natchez, and it is nearly all in Mississippi. Na tchez was the western outpost of the
United Sta tes until the Loui sian a Purchase in 1803 and it was over th is rout e that
import ant western mail was ca rried unti l the port of New Orl eans became part of
the United States.

Yo ur editor will apprecia te the repo rting to him, either now or at the ea rliest
conven ient time, of any 1847 Mississippi cover not listed here .
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOM ING. W HAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
P. O. Box 488

Lexington, Ma ss. 02173

A PS
USPCS
CSA
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS
ALWAYS IN STOCK

WH EN AT STAMP SHOWS BE
SURE TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND
INSPECT AN OUTSTANDING AR­
RAY OF THESE CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR
AUCTION CATALOGS AS THESE
ISSUES ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J . 07078

Charter member of U.S.
Philatelic Classics Society
OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specialty
Write lor my-

FREE SPECIAL LISTS O F OLD U.S. CO VERS
Approvals gladly sent to U.S. Philaletic Classics Society and A.P.S. members

The AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG
Hard Cover, Deluxe, Postpaid $7.00
Paper Bound, Postpaid $5.00

E. N. SAMPSON
P.O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810
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THE 1851-'60 PERIOD

TRACY W . SIMPSON, Edito r
SYMBOLS USED IN THIS SECTION
To co nserve spac e. the fo llowing sy mbo ls fo r th e 31' stamp of th e 1851-'60 issue a re used
acco rdi ng to th e practice of specialists in th is sta mp for man y yea rs. The symbo l is a t left
of hyph en , and its Sco tt ' s U .S. Specialized nu mber c r o ther designation is a t right of hyphen.
Postal markings a re in black unless o therwise specified.
Three cents : 5 1-10; 52- I I (incl. pl a te I [l at e] ) in o ra nge bro wn ; 53-25 ; S4-26A: 55-26.

Guid e-Relief Process for Manufacture of 1851-'60 Plates
ELLIOTT PERRY, R.A. No . 237

Period Editor's Note: Readers will welcome aga in hearing from our Ph ilatelic
Dean , Mr. Perry. whose articles in Issues 50 and 53 were so interesting. The present
article spea ks fo r itself, but parti cul ar a tte ntion sho uld be paid to th at port ion dealin g
with the single-relief roller used for both 12ct plates. Authori ties have held that the
use of a single-relief on the Plate-J , 12ct stamp sugges ts that it was made ea rly in the
period and not used until man y yea rs later.

During Mr . Neinken's incumbency as president he urged me to write some­
thing about the back ground of present-day views as to how the 1851 -'60 issue
plates were mad e, in the hope the inform ation would be helpful to members who
are not Old Timers.

Fifty years ago no special atte ntion was given to details of plate manu facture
because it was assumed the proc ess was iden tical with that of Perkins-Bacon who
produced the British penn y-reds, etc. However , about that time it was notic ed on
certain l -et stamps of the 1857-'60 issue that the lower edge of the design on stamps
from the 6th horizontal row differed from those on the bott om row, though both
were from the same relief on the tra nsfer roll. Similarly , the six reliefs on the sec­
ond 5-ct plate produced seven varieties because the lower edge of the design was
not ide ntical fo r the 6th row and the bottom row.

Th e reason for some of these pecul iariti es became known by and with the
discovery of the "guide relief" process twenty years later ( 1938 ). Whenev er the
part of a relief which was more complete, or which contained lines which differed
from those on anothe r relief, were rocked into a previous entry in a plate, that part
of the origina l design was changed to agree with the deail on the later entry.

For instanc e : the second 5ct plate, and many oth er plates of 1851-'60 , were
entered from transfer rolls containing six reliefs, entered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 3, 4, 5, 6
in eac h vertical row an each plate. Th e seco nd 5-ct relief was more complete at
the lower edge th an was the 6th relief. Consequently, when the second relief was
used as a guide for entering reliefs 3, 4, 5 and 6 by dropping it into the 6th row
entry success ively in ea ch vertical row, the lower edge of the 6th entry was changed
to that of the 2nd relief.

Similarly, the "C" ( Ist) relief on the three-relief 3-ct roll (C, A , B) , was
used as a guide to enter reliefs A and B by setting it successively in B entries whic h
had been made on the plate. Several years later furth er study showed that when­
ever the roll was roc ked back ward far enough the "gash on the shoulder" on the
"C" relief was ente red in the " B" entry, causing many miscalled " misplaced tr ans­
fers," altho ugh on plates made late in the period the "C" relief apparent ly was used
for origina l entry of the top row.

The "g uide relief" was a competent mechanic's solution to a mechanic al prob­
lem. It assured both perfect alignment of the entries in the vertical rows and per­
fect agreement with the spacing of the reliefs on the transfer ro ll. Use of the guide
reliefs proved that the position dots could not be the sa le or pr imary control fo r
making the entries, because too frequently the position dots were not in the exact
position where they had to be if they controlled the entries.
126



The "guide relief" solved a puzzle. Tw o relief s on a roll entered five times
would complete a ver tica l row of ten entries. Or five reliefs entered twice would
complete a similar row of entries . The use of an ex tra relief which was not needed
if entries were contro lled by position dots had never bee n explained. This funda­
mental fact of there being an extra guid e relief is believed to have been first noted
by the writ er when he was wo rking with Harry Jefferys in the study of plate 3 of
the I-ct sta mp.

Wh en a side-po int is lock ed onto a transfer ro ll it mu st rem ain in the same
relative po sition to the reliefs on that roll. When correctly set it sho uld rem ain in
agreeme nt success ively with each position on the plate. Otherwise it is useless. But
instead of being used to control the entries as they were made on the plate, ap­
parentl y the side-point was used merely to indicate the proper end of the swing of
the tran sfe r roll as it was rocked to an d fro . Before 193 8 nob od y compared the
entries with the position dots to see that they did agree, as it was suppose d they did .
Th e writer and other stude nts believed this assumption without determining that it
was tru e.

Whe n Ashbrook, Chase, Good, Steve nson and others were studying the I-ct
and 3-ct stamps of 1851-60 in the half-dozen years prior to 1920, the writer sug­
gested that the ( first) 12-ct plate was the first plate of that series to be made­
probably because it was entered from a single relief on a transfer roll. Th e 12-ct
were the only such plates so entere d . During the time that the 12-ct plate was being
tran sferred the idea of putting several reliefs of the same design on the same roll
may have occur red to someo ne . The multiple-relief ro lls apparently were the result.
The guide- relief idea and process probably was develop ed at about the same time.

Th e writer had the good fortune to be instrumental in inducing Major ( later
Co lonel) J . K. Tracy of the Marine Corps to take up the study of the 12-ct stamps
of 1851-60. His fine book about the 12-ct stamp was the result and it was the
bas is of the later Ne inken revision .* Throu gh the write r' s close associ ation with
Acke rma n the latt er 's 12-ct item s-including the pan e from Plate No.3-were
mad e ava ilable to Col. Tracy. When the Ac kerma n Collecti on was broken up
( 1928-29) the 12-ct pa ne wen t to Jefferys, who bequeathed it in his collect ion to the
Frank lin Institute in Ph iladelph ia.

Th e wr iter's study of the 1857- 60 issue was published in Mekeel' s Weekly in
191 8 and rep rint ed in Mekeel Handbook No . 39 . Of the pioneer students half
a century ago of the Philadelphia-m ad e stamps the writ er is the onl y one now living
His interest in the 12-ct has continued and he has welcomed Neinken 's book * as
only a oro perl y aoprecia tive stude nt can.

Until after Ne inken's most exce llent wo rk on the 12-ct sta mps was publ ished
no qu estion was raised about the 12-ct plat es having been entered from a single­
relief tran sfer roll ; that is. from a roll on which there was only one 12-ct design
in relief. For eac h of the 200 positions on the 12-ct plate there was a position
dot , and it was assumed that eac h dot contro lled an entry. For a time it was sup­
posed that a two-relief roller was used for entr ies in the 12-ct plat e; the first
relief for entry of the top row and used thereaft er as a guide-relief, so that the
second relief did the actua l enter ing of the rem ainder of the positions. with
the position guide dots serving as supplementa ry position checks. However,
further study disclosed that many posit ion dots were found not to agree with the
entires they were suppose d to contro l! Consequ entl y it was an inescap able conclu ­
sion that the entries on the plat e had to be cont rolled by other methods than ob­
tain abl e from a two-relief roller with the first relief used as a guide relief.

At this writing the facts suppo rt the belief that a single-rel ief ro ller was used
for both the 12-ct plates (w ithout a guide relief) , and also that the position dots
were not th e sole nor the primary co ntro l for making the entries. There are ir­
regulariti es of spacing and/or alignme nt which could not occu r with pr oper use of
a guide relief. A lso position dots vary widely in relation to the design : higher or
lower, or to left or right.

" The 1851-57 TII'''' ''e Cent Stam p. by M. L. Nei nke n. published by The Collectors Cl ub,
Inc.. 22 East 35 th St., New Yo rk, N .Y . t OOI 6.
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A phil atelic acqu aintance, who is also an enginee r, suggests that the ac tual con­
trol of position of the transfers in the plat e could well have been obtained by use
of a hor izontal toothed rack alongside of the roller frame int o which a tooth ed
gear on the roller shaft engage d. Th e position dot on the plate served as a rough
guide as to which tooth on the gear should engage a guide too th on the rac k, there­
by assuring equa l vertica l spaci ng of the tran sfers regardl ess of inequ alit ies of
guide-dot po sition . All of these hypotheses would resolve quickl y if only a Toppan
Carpent er roll er-transfer pre ss could be found , with a 12-ct transfer roll intact.

In fu rther support of the idea that the position dot was not the sole control of
entry, it is known that plates made as late as the 1880's and co nside red to be from
single-relief entr ies, because there is a position dot for eac h entry, a lso show many
incorrectl y placed position dots, which raises serious doubt that the dots were the
sole or primar y control for making the entries.

Editor's No te. Mr. M. L. Neinken commenting on the manu script copy of
Mr. Perry's article writ es : "To a large extent M r. Perr y's analysis confirms my
theory that the 12-ct plate 3 which first produced stamps in I 860 prob abl y was
made at the same time as the first plate; that is, early in 1851. In the ten-year
interval between production of the stam ps fro m the first plate of the 12-ct and the
printing of stamps from plate 3, Toppan , Carpent er & Co. certa inly develop ed
meth ods of plate production so they would not hav e mad e such a botch as plate 3
as late as 1960. "
That Old Record Book-and Stamps to Michigan

THERON WIERENGA, R.A. # 840

Period Edito r's Note: Aside from the valuable information for Michigan collectors.
Mr. Wierenga's article solves a mystery that has long plagued collectors: that is, how it
happens that fi rst-day covers are known from towns that had not received stamps ac­
cording to "The Record." In some towns, the newspapers reported even late in June that
"new stamps are now on hand," yet no such early date appears in the record book.

Unknown to many U.S. Classics members is the existence of an old record
book in Washington that lists shipments and receipts of stamps between Jul y I ,
1847 , and June 30, 1853 . Th e first mention of this book seems to have been in the
Philatelic Gazette of Decem ber IS, 191 0, which reported that the book was found
in the archives, had been rebound, and placed in the ante-room of the Third As­
sistant's offi ce.

Whil e in Washington recently I check ed to see whether this book was still
available, and if I could examine it. It was found in the downstair s exhibition room ,
and for seve ral hours I cop ied inform ation I sought. I listed all shipments into
Michigan, my home sta te, from Jul y I , 1851 , to December 31, 1851. I list below
on ly those for the mon th of Jul y, bu t will supply la ter dates to any inte rested col­
lector. Th ese Jul y dates are as follows:

Dat e Sent Date of R eceipt To 11'11 12ct Ict 1ct

Ju ly 5 Jul y 9 Detroi t 5000 1000
Jul y 10 July 13 Detroi t 10000
July 22 July 30 Lapee r 2000
July 22 Aug . 7 Ypsilanti 3000 1000
Jul y 22 Jul y 2 1 Co ldwater 3000 1000
Jul y 23 Jul y 28 Kalamazoo 7000
Jul y 22 Jul y 30 Cassopolis 3000 1000
Jul y 23 Jul y 30 Constantine 2000
Jul y 23 Jul y 28 H illsdale 3000
July 25 Jul y 30 Detroit 30000 10000
Jul y 30 Aug . 5 Med ina 2000 200

I then totaled the shipments until the end of the yea r, and found that Detroit
was sent 124 ,900 3ct , I 1,000 Ict , and 500 12ct , and that only IS town s received
over 3000 3ct stamps in the 6-month period ($ 90 worth ). Al so only 750 12ct
stamps were sent into Michi gan during the period.

The record makes clear that the "da te of receipt " is not the actua l date that
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the sta mps arrived. but the da te at which the sta mp clerk at destin at ion made his
rep ort. T his is of the utm ost significance , becau se it indi cates wha t most probably
happen ed in repo rting dat es of shipment; that is, th e date show n is the date upon
which the entry was made into the origina l record, and knowing how long it
tak es so me peopl e to mak e a rep ort. it is not surprising th at there was a con­
siderable delay between act ua l shipmen t and the date reported as shipped.

T he record also provides mean s of co mparing re lative rarity of Michiga n
covers; thus. an 18S1 cover fro m G rand Haven is rarer than one fro m Ann Arbor
becau se the shipme nts to the latter town were fiftee n tim es more than to the former.
A lso it is apparen t th at an 18S1 Mic higan cover bearing a 12ct stamp is a top
rarity. Of co urse, it is to be remembe red tha t in those days small-town postm asters
were inst ructed to secure stamps from lar ger offices when necessary. But it is odd
tha t Jackson . Kalam azoo. and Mo nro e rece ived no Ict stamps during the yea r.
A lso Niles rec eived 12ct sta mp s a month before Detroi t. Wh y?

M ost heartily. I recommend browsing th rou gh the Old Record Book. Doing
so will disclose man y int erestin g fac ts rega rding yo ur co llec ting field . if it has to
do with postal history of a particul ar area.
The Bergen, N.Y. Unofficial Perforation

Supplementing the rep ort in Issue S9 . M r. E . D. Cole sends a num ber of
copies of singles bea ring th e Bergen saw -too th "perfo ration." He sa ys that Be rgen
is nea r his o ld hom e town. and he has been interested for yea rs in these odd
sta mp s. All stamps he sent are S2's. one fro m pla te 8. and the ot hers from plates
6 or 7.
Cunard Mail from Boston to Nova Scotia

T he question in Issue S9 as to an " Sd" marking on a letter to an inlan d Nov a
Scot ia point . whereas nearl y all covers see n show a la rge "S" for pence o r .•IA"
fo r cents, is well answe red by both Messrs. C. O. Smith and R. H . Lounsbury.
There was an inland cha rge of 3 pen ce currency per half ou nce , or a total of 8
pe nce currency fro m an inla nd point ( no t Halif ax ) to the U.S. port of arrival, so
co nseque ntly the return rate was the same. Mr. Smith also rep orts that the evide nce
is clear that the 8d marking was applied at Hali fax.
The Dr. Carroll Chase Sale of May, 1925

Most of us reme mbe r our esteemed lat e mem ber, Dr. Carroll C hase , as the
lead ing specialist in 3ct 18SI -'S7 stamps, losing sight of the fac t th at befo re 1925
he had one of the top collecti ons of the othe r stamps of the issue. His Ic, Sc, 12c,
24c, 30c . a nd 90c item s were so ld in May. I92 S. T hey brought over $4 3.000. qu ite
an amount for those days, co nside ring th at the stamps mostly were plate positions
and so- ca lled min or va rieties. Few spec tac ular blocks or covers were there. and
thou gh there was a fair sho wing of tran satl antic mail s, they were mostly fo r show ­
ing use of high-val ue sta mps rath er than to indica te pos tal uses.

Sta rting with the big ones. the 90ct was rep resented by severa l genuinely
ca ncelled sta mps (singles) one with black New York townmark , another on piece
of cover with red grid, several blocks of the 90ct unused , an d also proof blocks of
twelve with imp rint s from the Crawford co llection. The 30ct stamp was similarly
represented , including a rep air ed used imper f, and also proof block s. T he 24ct
group co mprised a red lilac . unused , and a block of four, no rm al shade. with
imprin t at left ; also a supe rb copy to England with Br. Pkt. ma rkings.

I n the 12ct group wa s a plate 3 carried by Pony Express. Many plate-I
bisect s , and a co mbination of 12ct bisect with 3ct and Ict were included , as well
as a 12ct used block of four with the red Philad elph ia exchange ma rkin g. A block
of eigh t. on e of six, and one of four also were fea tures .

T he Set group was equa lly strong; amo ng them a Set plu s Ict used cover fro m
Lo uisville to New Yo rk, with "Adams Ex press" for passing th rou gh the lines, and
block s of fo ur, imprints, etc., in profusion .
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The Ict group occupied an entire session. In reporting this session our late
memb er H. P. At herton wrote:

"You have probably heard of our old friends '7R I(e)' and '99RZ' ( they bein g the
par excellence of the whole outfit ) . T o this latt er sta mp goes the solid gold med al for
being the most popular stamp at the sa le.

"From the numerous mani festations of 'I'll ra ise the bid ,' you would opine that no
one there had a copy of this stamp on cover, or ever expected to see another one as
good as that one, and maybe rightly so. Th en ther e were the 'stunt' sta mps-those per ­
forated Ict '57's with cur l on shoulde r. It so happens that there are six copies of this
'curl' on the one plate; just a nice littl e curl wrapped up into a figure-S forma tion. Of
these 'Herpicide' var ieties, only three of them are 10 a hor izont al row . And do you know
that there was a cover in that sale bearing all three of those sta mps!"
Double-Feature Items

A 3ct 1851 stamp showing full margin, imprint , and plate number is hard
to find, but whe n it is tied to a cove r by an extra sca rce postal marking, you really
have somet hing!

Ju st such a cover is reported by Mr. H. L. Fine, pictured . T he stamp is 4 1L3
and it shows most of the plate number " 3." The postal marking is a good strike
of the BUFFALO, CORNING & N .Y. R.R . rout e-agent marking. Th e C. W.
Remele book gives the history of th is rail road which ran from Buffalo to Corning.
now part of the E rie-Lackawa na System, the marking is classified as " ra re, perhap s
very rare."

In ye period edito r's collection is something similar : S5 on cover with plate
number 22 R, tied by the ova l MO UNT AIRY/ B & O. R.R . sta tion-agent's marking.
Also, sometimes the lett er enclose d has a phil atelic slant; thu s, an 185 5 letter found
inside a Nesbitt envelope tied by a CHICAGO & M ISS. R.R . marking had this to
say about the mail service on the ra ilroad: " Perhaps you did not get my letter. They
often delay on the Chi cago & Mississippi R.R . They have the worst conducto rs and
hands of any road I eve r saw, and I think the mail carrier is no bett er."
Newly Reported Marking s Associated with u.s. Mails

References to USPM in Chronicle refer to the Society-sponsored book , U.S.
Postal Markin gs and Related Mail Services by Tracy W. Simp son .

A ddendum: Issue # 57: Th e BERLI N VI. mar king " B" is 16mm high ; not 20mm.
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Rep orted by Mr. D. L. Jarrett , who says the same marking is known without the
yea r date as 13m m high. Mr. Jarrett also suggests that thi s marking was made
fro m a set-up of printer's type. as often we re stra ight-line markings.

l llu stra- USPM
tion No . Sche dule

1 A- 2
2 A -3

3 A-22

4 A-2
5 A- 13
6 A- 13
7 A-13
8 A-13
9 A-13

10 A-13

II A-13
12 A- I
13 A-13

14 A- I

15 A- I
16 A-2

17 A- I
and A-4

Description
(Dimensions ill Inches}

POI NT OF ROCKSID/M d C-30
BA RT ONSV ILL E/H E RT FO RD C O ./ 1857

N .C. ( C -39, pro ba b ly ) . T he o nly co unt y
postma rk reported for the period in N .C.
Pm c $ 16

Do uble-l ined sta r 8m m : a carrier ca nce lla -
t io n of Bosto n

BELLE VA L E/D / N .Y. C -28 K-I
C o ncentr ic circ les C- I7 o f C o ns ho hocke n. Pa .
5-star flag 2 1 x 14 , T o m kinsvi lle , Ky.
5-star flag o n shaft 17 x 20. Pen n Have n. Pa .
Lyre a nd wreat h in circ le C - 18, C a nto n, M iss.
T ree 20 x 18, Can to n. M iss.
Ma n' s head 16 x 12. Profile Ho use. N. H .

Same out line as O ld- Ma n-of-Mo untain
used o n Profile Hou se adve rt ising

Sta r wit hi n star 18m m . Brashe r Fa lls. N .Y.
Ha ym arke t ( mss Va. ) s- I 22 x 2: prn c $33
Encirc led Odd Fe llow 's links C - 19, West fo rd .

N .Y.
STINSON /N .Y .l D s-I 19 x 9. Perh a ps not

N .Y . Info rm a tio n requested
HI N C K L EY . 0 .-0 s- I 48 x 17
IN D E P ED EC E/ D/ MO . dc- 26 (Town name

m issp ell ed )
T ON IC A ( rnss Ill ) s- I 28 x 8 s- I year da te

( 1855 )

s ,. 1 M ~C14

lI". ~ .

~~. I
/4

TONICA~
May 21 1855

17

Used
With

S2

S2
I ct.

T y. V
S2
S3
S2
S5
S2
S2

S5
S5
S5

S5

S5
S2

I ct.
T y V

S2

Reported by

E. O ak ley

E. D . Co le

E. Oakl ey
H . M. Spel man III
E. Oakley
D. T. Beal s III
D . T. Beal s III
D . T. Beal s II I
D . T. Beal s II I

D . T. Be al s III
D . T. Bea ls II I
D. T. Be a ls III

D. T . Bea ls III

D. T . Bea ls II I
D . T . Be al s III

D . T. Be a ls III

D . L. Ja rr ett
13\



THE 1861-'69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
The Three Cent Scarlet, Scott's No. 74
JEROME S. WAGSHAL

Author's Preface
The first section of this article appea red in the November 1967 issue of the

Chronicle. The main po int in the first section was that the Scarlet, Scott No . 74, had
enjoyed a phenomenal popularity in the philatelic market.

. Thus, a tabl e presented in the opening section showed that, of twenty-seven
widely varied ph ilatelic items among the classic issues which were listed for $250
in the 1953 Scott Spec ialized Catalogue, the Scarlet had risen higher tha n all but
one of these items by 1967 . As of last year , the Scarl et was listed for $575, ex­
ceeded only by the $ 1,000 listing for No . 35 on Pon y Express cover. Tw enty- one
of the rema ining twen ty-fi ve items were still at $400 or below, and five were still
at $250.

By the index of prices, the popularity of the Scarlet is accelerating. In the
1968 Scott Catalogue, No . 35 on Pony Express cover remains at $ 1,000, while
the Scarlet was raise d from $575 to $700. T he next highest item in the list of
twenty-seven is far below-No. 85C unu sed at $550. Auction realizations continue
to confirm the Catalogue' s assessment. In a sale in March 1968, an ext remely fine
copy of the Scarlet was sold for $1 ,050, probably a new high for this item.

T his article, which will be completed in success ive issues of the Chronicle. is
directed to the question of what the Scar let is, and why it has become so popul ar.

I. H OW T HE SCA RLET WAS BROUGHT TO T HE PH ILATELIC MA RKET
-THE MYTH AN D THE MYSTERY

So far as can presently be determin ed , the Scarlet was first brought to
philately by J. Wal ter Scott. Scott was the foremo st of the old time stamp dealers,
the originator of the Scott Catalogues, and the author or edi tor of many other
philatelic articles and publications. At one time, he served as president of the
American Philatelic Society. Scott has long been referred to as the " Fathe r of
American Philately." ! However in the case of the Scar let , it app ears that Scott
may have to assum e the responsibi lity for an illegitim ate philatelic offspri ng.

Examination of Scott's putative parentage of the Scarlet requires first the
rete lling of his story of the discovery of the Sca rlet, and then a detail ed acco unt
of the kno wn fact s about what really happened .

A . Th e Story in Luff's Book-s-Scott 's M yth
T he myth that the Sca rlet was a regularly issued postage stamp was cre ated

by Scott. Scott's story rega rdin g the origin of the Sca rlet was given to the philatelic
world by the second of the great philatelic treati se writers, John N. Luff ( the first
being Tiffany) . Luff' s work on U.S. stamps was first published as a series of articles
in the A m erican Journal of Philately , beginning in 1 8 9 7 , ~ and was issued in book
form in 1902. It was the definitive work of its day , and any representation app ear­
ing in Luff 's work would have been given great credence at that time.

Luff gave th is report regarding the origin of the Scar let:
Man y philatelists ha ve claimed that the three cents sca rlet is on ly a finished pr oof.

But the fact rem ains that it was on sale in at least one post office. Mr. J. W . Scott
kindly supplies the following information concerning the stamp. The first cop y which
he saw was on a letter coming from New Or lean s. As the shade was unusual he desired
some of the sta mps for his stock. Finding they were not on sale at the New York
Post Office, he sent a dolla r to th e postm aster at N ew Orl ean s and received its equi valen t
in sta mps of the desired shade. These he sold to his customers at abo ut twenty-five cents
each. Subsequently, he sent three do llar s to N ew Orl ean s and received in return an entire
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sheet of one hundred of the stamps. On sending the thi rd time his orde r was filled
with the th ree cen ts rose . Th is would cer ta inly appear to be co nclusive evidence of the
issue of the stamp in the regular way."

It was thi s rep ort which has over th e yea rs give n the Scarl et a fa lse legitimac y
as a regul arl y issued po stage stamp. After Lul f pub lished his book, Scott con­
tinued to repeat his New Orleans sto ry. Writing in 1908 in Gibbon s Stamp Week ly,
E us tace B. Power, who was th en th e Gibbon s' U. S. representati ve , sta ted:

. . . There have been many articles and controversies abo ut the th ree cents Scar let.
as to whether it was rea lly issued or is only a finished proof. but Mr. Scott assures me
that he received some from the New Orlean s Post Office during the time they were in
issue. so that I think the stamp is quit e right. although I have never seen a used copy.
I should like to qua lify this by saying, used with the can cellation of the till/ e. as I have
seen several three cents Scarlet. with ca nce llations that ca me into use twenty yea rs
afte rwa rds."

Wh atever th e effect of Pow er' s op inio n th at the Scarlet was " q uite right; ' it
was undou bt ed ly Lull's book whic h exerc ised th e greates t influe nce in thi s direc­
tion.

There are a number of obv io us ly suspicious circums ta nce s ab out Scot t' s story.
Perhap s th e most suspicio us is the fact th at no used copy of th e Sca rlet is kn own
cance lled in the period when Scott claimed it was issu ed. The copy on Scott 's
alleged New Orlean s lett er is unknown . No ot he r used New Orlean s co py is kn own .

o val id ly used co py whatsoever is known with a ca nce lla tion of the 1860 's decad e.
In short, there is no ev ide nce of any kind to support Scott' s claim th at th e Sca rlet
was used fo r the pr ep aym ent of posta ge befo re 1870 .

Sti ll ano the r susp icio us as pect of Scott 's sto ry is that th e sto ry itself see ms to
have been unknown befo re it was publ ish ed by Lu ff in 189 7 . If Scott had in fact
acq uired th e Sca rlet s fro m New O rleans so me time around 1866 or 1868, it wo uld
be reason able to ex pec t th at he wo uld not wait th irt y years to tell the sto ry of thi s
acquisition. Scott wa s too vo luminous a wri ter and p ub lishe r to leave such a sto ry
unrep orted for so lon g, if it were true.

N ine years ea rlier, in 1887, John K. T iffan y publish ed his History of the
Postage Stam ps of the United States, and he, too, sa id nothi ng about the New
Orlea ns sto ry . Ti ffany wo uld undoubted ly have repo rted the New Orlean s sto ry
had he kn own of it, since he did rep ort th e claim th at " a shee t o r part of a shee t,
unused , was pick ed up at the New Yo rk Po st Office by a co llec tor.'?' Tiffan y never
iden tified the so ur ce of his New Y o rk report or gave any o ther det ail s, and no
other referen ce to th is sto ry can be found. Tiffany himsel f rejected it , fo r he stated
th at " the better op inio n wo uld see m to be that all of thi s sha de Ith e Scarl et 1 a re
proof s."0: However, the fact that Ti ffan y would ment ion th e New York sto ry even
if he did not be lieve it dem on str at es th at he wo uld have printed Scott 's New
Orlean s story had he kn own of it.

Sin ce the q uestion abl e cha racte r of Scott 's sto ry would have been as ap pa rent
in 1897 as it is today, why did Luff accept it so uncri ticall y? Apparentlv one of
Luff's sho rtcom ings wa s an un critic al faith in the inte grity of his adv isors, for th ere
are a number of inaccurac ies in his book th at clearl y ste m fro m L uff's bein g sup­
plied by his phila te lic frie nd s wit h informa tion which th ey al most ce rta inly knew
to be fa lse . Scott 's rep o rt of the Scarl et is one of these. In the case of the Scarl et
one cannot be too ha rd on L uff. If Luff wa s ju sti fied in re lying on anyon e, it wou ld
have been th e " fa the r of Ame rican Philat ely." A ve ry close rea d ing of Luff's sta te­
ment suggests the possibility th at he may have had some privat e doubts abo ut
Scott's sto ry, and a lthough not willing to challenge Scott ove rtly, he may have tr ied
to ex press his doubts by the use of th e ca utious phraseology that Sco tt's sto ry
" would certai nly appear to be co ncl us ive evide nce" of the Scar let's reg ular issuance.

As for Scott, it migh t see m at fir st th at he had insu fficient moti ve to tell a
fa lse sto ry about the o rigin of th e Scarlet , but th is is not necessa rily so . It is true
that his fina nc ia l ga in fro m selling the Scarl et wa s re la tively small if we jud ge by
the a llege d p rice o f 25 ce nts reported by Luff , or even by Scott's eata log ue qu ota­
tion s up to 189 7 . H owever , whe n Luff wa s writing his treati se, probab ly in 189 7,
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Scott had alrea dy been selling the Scarlet s fo r at least seventee n yea rs, a ll the time
represe nting them as genuine stamps . If Luff had asked Scott abo ut the Scarlet in
the lat e 1890's, Scott must have been deepl y co mmitted by then to his claim th at
they we re genuine sta mps and may have had no cho ice but to stick to the story
he had been telling to ex plain their o rigin.

Wh atever Scott's reason s, the fact rem ain s that his New Orlean s sto ry was
a myth . Moreover, Scott's alleged purch ases from the N ew Orlean s Po st Office are
inherently not incident s about which an innocent mistake is po ssibl e. Simply
stated, it is obvious that Scott lied. To speak thi s bluntly about a respected per­
sonage in philatelic history may genera te some disagreem ent, but there can be no
reason abl e disagreem ent about the conclusion that his sto ry was untrue.

It ca n be sa id in Scott's defense th at altho ugh his sto ry would be a gross
ethical violatio n of present day philate lic stan dards, ea rly sta nda rds were probably
not as stric t. The dist inction bet ween regul a rly issued postage sta mps and sta mp­
like items such as proofs and rep rint s had not been fully developed whe n Scott
began selling the Scarlet. Otherwise, the Government, for example, wo uld no t
have undertak en to issue imit ati on s of the 1847 issu e in 1875. Scott's actions
reflect ed the att itudes of his tim es. Fo r example, beginning in the 45th ed ition
of his catalogue, issued in 1884, and for a number of issues thereaft er , Scott made
the following stateme nt about the local stamps he was offer ing:

. . . In these stamps, there is no difference in the value between a used or unused
stamp (many preferrin g the latt er) , which has allowed us to utilize the columns in
giving the value of those local stamps which have been reprinted from the original
plates, thus enabling collectors to get genuine stamps at a nominal price. It should he
understood that any stamp printed from a gen uin e plate is genuine. and it is of com ­
paratively IiI/Ie im portance as to tire particular date at which the impression was made,
Every stamp which has been in use a few years has been many times reprinted. and
all prints are equa lly genuine . .. (e mphasis added).

A trial co lo r proof is by definition produced fro m a "ge nuine plate." If
Scott felt that any local sta mp reprinted from a "genuine plate" was "equa lly
genuine" with the o rigina lly issued sta mp, he wo uld see no harm in passing the
Scarl et ofT as a genuine stamp. By these standa rds the New Orl eans sto ry becomes
merely a little bit of rom antic and harmless window dressing.

There is, however, evide nce th at Scott ca me to recognize the importance of
distin gui shin g between stamps and stamp- like ob jects well before Luff wrote his
book. In an address to the Brookl yn Philatelic Club on Fe brua ry 14, 1889, Scott
sta ted (w ith a curious co incide nce in referring to color) :

No reoutable dealer would sell a reprint as an original, any more than he would
sell a vermillion for an ora nge Ne wfoundland .. . or in a word prac tice any deception.
Personally I only collect cancelled stamps.'

It may not be inappropriat e at this po int to quote from a recent lett er from
Mr. Elliott Perry :

. . . A man who was closely associated with Scott, and knew him very well told
me in the presence of several others that he had "never known Scott to make a single
accurate sta tement about anything .?"

B. The Mystery of the Scarlet's Int roduction to Philately
Aft er we dismi ss Scott's New Orl ean s myth , we a re face d with the myster y

of how the Scarl et actua lly cam e to phil ately. T his is indee d one of the deepest an d
darkest of phil at elic mysteri es. Y et there is mo re evide nce upon which to base a
solution th an has been gener ally realized.

A ll the evide nce presently known indicat es that Scott was the party respon sible
for introducing the Scarlet to phil at ely. However, it appears that this happened , not
in the 1860 's as Scott claim ed , but in the 1870's, probably in the latter p art of the
decad e, in 1877 or 187 8.

This conclusion is of the greatest importance in est ablishin g what the Scarl et
really is, and where it cam e from. If the Scarlet were a genuine sta mp, it would have
appeared in 1866 as Scott indi cat ed , o r ea rlier. On the other hand, if the Scarl et
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Figu re

Titl e page and first page of listings of J. W. SCali's 15th Auction Sale , held March II , 1878. Note lot 13 (d esig na te d by
arrow ), which is th e first ment ion of a 3¢ 186 1 Sca rlet faun d in philatelic literature .

was intro duced in the late 1870's it must have com e fro m some other source than
a Post Office sta mp window. Accor din gly, the evidence placing the Scar let' s arrival
on the philatelic market in the late 1870 's merits ca reful exa mination.

( I ) The Earliest Reference to the Scarlet in Philatelic Li terature. The ea rliest
p rinted referenc e to the Scar let which I have found after an extensive sea rch of
philatelic lite ratur e of the 1860- 80 per iod , is co nta ined in the description of Lot 13
in the ca talogue of J . W. Scott' s auction sale of March I I , 1878. Figure I shows
po rtions of the cata logue, including the descr iption of th is lot. We ca nnot be abso­
lutely sure that the "scarlet" in th is lot desc ription was wha t is now Scott No. 74
since there was no system of cata logue numbers in genera l use at that time. Yet,
wha t else co uld thi s "scarlet" be?

The importance of this reference to the Scarlet in Scott 's J878 auction is tha t
Scott' s auctio n sa les had bee n going on for some time wit ho ut ment ioni ng the
Scarlet. Scott int roduced the auction meth od to phi lately eig ht yea rs prev iously.
holding his first auctio n on May 2 1. 1870. T he 1878 auction, in which the Scarlet
was first menti oned , was his fifteenth . T his po ints to the co nclusion that Scott did
not have the Scarlet much befor e 1878 .

(2) The Listing of the Scarlet in the Sco tt Catalogues . Scott 's first ca ta logue
listin g of the Sca rlet-that is, in his price lists which evo lved into the modern day
sta nda rd cata logues, as distinguished from his auction cata logues-appeared in the
thi rty-eighth editio n, published in 1880. Scott began publicati on of his price list­
ca ta logues in 1867, and for approx ima tely the first fifty editions they were genera lly
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Figure 2

Portion of page of Scott's 38th Postage Sta mp Catalogue, published in 1880. This is the fo rst catalogue
listing of the Scarlet (no te arrow)-then called a "vermillion."

issued more freq uent ly tha n the present annua l rate. No ne of the first thirty-seven
editions menti oned the Scarlet. Figure 2 is an illustration of the first listing of the
Sca rlet. It appea red in the thirty-eighth edition of the Sco tt Ca ta logue .

During the next decad e following th is initial listing, there were seve ra l signifi­
ca nt changes made in the ca ta logue description of the Scarlet. As ca n be seen fro m
Figure 2, the initial listing described the Sca rlet as "ve rmillion" and listed it as
having been issued in 1868, that is. du ring the period of the grilled issues. The
Scarlet is, of co urse, not gr illed. The " 1868 " listing con tinued fo r four years . It
was finally cha nged to " 1866" in the forty-fifth edi tion of the Scott cata logue,
published in 1884.

The "vermillion" description co ntinued for an add itiona l two yea rs. In the
forty-seventh edition. published in 1886, the color descr iption in the ca talogue was
cha nged from "vermillion" to "sca rlet," the refere nce clearl y bein g to the same
item."

T able II shows the progression of ca talogue cha nges in the first ten yea rs the
Scarlet was listed by Scott.
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TABLE II

T HE FIRST TEN YEARS OF THE LISTI NGS
OF T HE SCA RLET IN T HE SCOTT CATALOGUES

Edi tion Year

38th* 1880
39th \881
40th 1882
41st 1882
42 nd 1882
43rd 1883
44t h \883
45 th 1884
46 th 1885
47t h 1886
48t h 1886
49th 1887
50th 1889

Cat . No .

43
43
47

D escrip tion

3¢ 1868 Ve rmill ion
3¢ 1868 Ve rmillion
3¢ 1868 Vermill ion
3¢ 1868 Vermillion
3¢ 1868 Verm illion
3¢ 1868 Verm illio n
3¢ 1868 Vermi llio n
3¢ 1866 **Vermillion

3¢ 1866 Vermi llio n
3¢ 1866 Scarlet
3¢ 1866 Sca rle t
3¢ 1866 Sca rlett

3¢ 1866 Scarlet

Price
UNUSED U SED

1.00 1.00
1.00 1.00
1.00 1.00
1.00 1.00
1.00 1.00
1.50 1.00
2.50 2.00
5.00

5.00
10.00
10.00

* First listing. ** Cha nged year date of issue.

These cata logue listings tend to furth er disprove Scot t's New O rlea ns story. If
Scott person ally acquired the Scarle ts from New Orl eans when the 1861 issue was
current, why did he wait approxi mately 14 years to list them in his ca ta logues? And
when he finally did list them, Scott' s use of the " 1868" date for seven editions
before switching to the " 1866" date is not the action of a man who rea lly knew
when the Scarlets origina ted. This change of year dates wo uld seem to be more the
action of a man who arbitrarily picked a da te for a myth , and then , rea lizing that
the date he picked was a little off because it impinged on the period of the grilled
issues, arbitrarily shifted it bac k.

(3) Sco tt's Other Writings. The dates of Scott's 1878 auction ca talogue and
the 1880 price list-catalogue both point to the conclusio n that Scott began offering
the Scarlet in the late 1870's. Th is same conclusion is indicated by Scott's other
writings in the American Journal of Philately.

Scott began this leading philatelic period ical in March, 1868, and continued
to publish it unint er rupted for eighteen years , until 1886. I have ca refully examined
these issues and found no ment ion of the Scar let in any of them. Of particular
interest is the fact that , beginning in the January, 1877 issue of the Journa l, Scott
publi shed a series of articles entitled A Revised List of the Postage Stam ps and
Stamped Envelopes of A II Nat ions, and there was no menti on of the Scarlet in this
series although this would have been a logical place to list it. The listin g of the 3¢
1861 in this Revised List described it as " Red," and ind icated th at it had two
shades, in all p robability a reference to the pink and rose .!" When the Revised List
was publi shed in book form in 1879, it still omitted any reference to the Sca rlet. l1

However , in 1888 the American Journ al of Philately was reestablished after a
lapse of two yea rs, and in the first volume of the new serie s, published in Janu ary,
1888, Scott began to present a new revision of the "Revised List." T his time Scott
was named as the author of the list rather tha n merely the ed itor. Under his de­
scription of the th ree cent stamp of 1861 , Scott listed the "ve rmillion" and de­
scribed it as having been issued in 1866Y In shor t, Scott's othe r writings are
consistent with the conclusion to be drawn fro m his catalogues-tha t he obta ined
the Scarlets and began offering them for sale sometime in the late 187 0's.

(4) Other Dealers. No reference to the Scarlet by any other dealer has been
found which is ea rlier than Scott's 1878-1 880 cata logue listings. T he lists of many
pro minent dea lers of that period have bee n searched- Seebeck, Becht el, Boothby,
William Brown, Durbi n and Hanes, Tri fet , Ca lrnan, Walton, Andrus, Fo untain and
Winterbum-and none mention the Scarlet as ea rly as 1880.1H T he earliest refer­
ence to the Scarlet which I have discovered in a source other than a Scott publi ca­
tion is in an 1882 price list of N. F. Seebeck. Seebeck was one of the most promi ­
nent New Yo rk dealers of that time and maint ained a close business relationship
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with Scott. (See the cover of Scott's auctio n ca ta logue show n in Figure J . ) See­
beck 's 1882 list carries the "vermi llion" under the 1861 issue, pricing it at $ 1
used or unused , the sa me as the then current Scott list. Obviously, it ca nnot be said
with abso lute certai nty th at Seeb eck's 1882 listin g was the ea rliest non-Scott refer­
ence to the Scarl et , any more than it ca n be said with abso lute ce rta inty th at Scott 's
1878 auc tion ca ta log was the ea rliest of all referenc es to the Scarl et. To say that
there a re no ea rlier references th an these is to asse rt that so me thing does not exist,
an inh erently difficult kind of fact to prove. However, 1 ha ve researched th is point
in what is probably the country 's finest phi latelic libr ar y and the absence of any
ea rlier references to th e Scarlet in the extensive ph ilatelic literature of the 1870's
an d 1880 's whic h I have examined is in itself signi fica nt.

(5) M r. Ellio tt Perry 's Op inion. Mr. E lliott Perry believes that Scott was
selli ng the Scarlet as ea rly as 1867 . In a letter to the au thor dated July 25, 1967 ,
he states :

"J . Walter Scott certa inly had the 3¢ scarle t as early as 1867, when he offered
them at 25¢ eac h and called them vermillion. .. ."

The opinions of no living philatelist are entitled to grea te r respect than those
of Mr. Per ry. Neve rthe less all ava ilable data negat e Scott 's hav ing the Scarl et as
early as 1867. I f he had the Scarl et that ea rly he prob abl y had more oppo rtunity
than any othe r phil at elist of his day to ch ronicle th is fact in one of his many
publicati on s. Yet the dates of his publ ished references to the Sca rlet all point to the
co nc lus ion th at Sco tt did not have the Sca rlet until the late 1870 's. Furthermore, if
Sco tt had the Scarlet in 1867 it is anoma lous that in his fi rst ca ta logue listi ng he
listed the year of its issue as 1868 and repea ted th is inco rrect da te no less tha n six
times. F ina lly, if the Scarl et was introduced to the phil at elic market as ea rly as
1867 why is the re no discoverab le reference to this item in a non-Scott publica tion
unt il 1882. fifteen yea rs later? I am hes ita nt flatly to contrad ict Mr. Perry, but the
above co nst itutes th e kn own evide nce on the subject.

C. Where Did Sco tt Ge t His Scarlets?
If Sco tt did not obta in his Scarlets from New Orl eans, whe re did they co me

from ? In a ll probability, the y ca me to him from the files of tri al colo r proofs in
the Bank Not e Company . But who gave them to him ?

T he one nam e tha t always comes up whe n the question is raised of how
proofs got out of the Ban k Note Co mpany is that of Henry G . Ma nde l.

For some years befo re the tu rn of the century, Mande l was an emp loyee of the
America n Bank No te Company, and also a pro minent name in philatelic circles.
Brazer describes him as "official cou nterfeit and co lor ex pert" for the Company,11

while the Compa ny itself states mere ly that from 1894 until his dea th in 1902 Man­
de l was emp loyed in the Photo & Process Division of the Engraving Dep artment .' :'
Mande l ac hieved phi late lic immo rta lity by his associatio n with Luff and it is
gene ra lly believed tha t he supp lied Luff with many of the sta tis tics in Luff's
treatise.!" In addit ion, however, Mand el was und oubtedl y the leadin g co llecto r of
proof s and ess ays of his day , and he is known to have used the adva ntages of his
employ me nt to help in his co llecting ac tivities . At his death , his co llec tion was so ld
in severa l seg me nts. realizing a total of over $89,000.00, an amaz ing figure for
those days.' ? Li ttle wo nde r, the n, that Ma nde l sho uld be suspected of having bee n
the so urce of Scott's Scarlets. Brookman, for example , state s!" that it is :

. . . likely that they [the Sca rlet s] came to the market thru Henry G . Mande l who
for many years held an important position with the American Bank Note Company and
from whose records many unusual philatelic items were obtai ned and placed on the
market at abo ut the turn of the century.

However, it is my conclusion that , wha tever his othe r pecad illos, Mandel was
probably not the per son who supplied Scott with his Scarl et s. The key fact leadin g
to thi s co nclus ion is th at whe n Mand el died in 190 2 he was 45 yea rs of age. \!I As
noted above, Scott's Scarl ets ca n be traced back to about 1877 and abo ut th at time
Ma nde l wo uld have bee n only abou t 20 years old. As Elliott Perry co mme nted to
the a uthor, " Rather yo ung to have been taking proofs etc . fro m the Nationa l Bank
No te Co. records , if he ever was employed by the Nat ional Bank No te Co."?" To
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reso lve this issue I aske d the America n Ban k Note Company when Mandel started
with that company. The answer was tha t "he was one of our employees and not of
a pre decesso r company (i .e., the Na tiona l Bank Note Co mpa ny)," but that there
was "nothing to show when he started.">'

Eve n if we exo nera te Mandel and are left without a suspec t, th is does no t
weaken the conclusion that the Scarlets were co lor proofs taken unofficially fro m
the Bank No te Company's files. In the days when stamps were man ufactured by
private companies, and before the Bureau of Printin g and Engraving took over this
fun ction, there was generally a freer attitude towards the release of essays and
proofs. No more proof of this point is needed than to observe the re lative present­
day ava ilability of Bank Note proofs compared with proofs of more rece nt times.
How did all these Bank Note proofs come to the market? Certa inly not all of them
thru Mandel. Like all proofs, they were issued in personal tran sact ions sometimes
involving friendship or favori tism, and sometimes ou tr ight gain. These are gene rally
secre t transactions and the persons involved are almos t never know n. It is not un­
reasonab le tha t the same should be true of the Scarlets.

Scott, a pro mine nt dealer of his time, perhaps the most p rominent , was a
logical person to be approached as a buyer ( I do not say fence) for such material
as the Scarlets. H is known activities with respect to the sa le of local reprints and
facsimiles do not disqualify him fro m such a role.?''

Fig ur e 3
do s Possos

Figure 4
Sapperstein

Figure 5
Wagshal

Thre e cop ies of the Scarlet, all showing the typ ical killers of th e New York Post Office, 1876-94 . The
same ma rk ing is also on the Scott No. 10, the 2¢ red-brown of 1883 (right) in Fig. 5, as is on the
Sapperstein and Wagshal Scarlets.

D. The Bankn ote Cancelled Scarlets.
Although no Sca rlets are known used during the 1861-8 pe riod, that is, during

the time they were allegedly issued for use, there are Sca rle ts which are ca nce lled
with a standardized ova l killer which was in use during the Ban knote period of the
1870's and 1880's. T hese Scarlets are very rare item s and we are for tunate to be
able to illustrate th ree of them. The first, Figure 3, is from the dos Passos co llection,
the seco nd, Figure 4, belongs to M r. Perry Sapperstein, and the thi rd , Figure 5, is
from the autho r's co llection. Figure 5 also shows the " 0 " ca nce l on a ba nknote
sta mp, Scott No . 210.

T here is nothing definitely known about the origin of these Bank note ca nce lled
Sca rlets, tho ugh it has been suspected that they ca me from Scott.2:1 After intensive
study, I have concluded that Scott was almost certai nly the crea tor of these items.
At first blush, it might seem impossible to arrive at any co nclusion at this late date,
but here is the evidence, and the reader may judge for himself.

T he most significant evidence tying these Ban knote cancelled Sca rlets to Scott
is the cancellat ions themselves. T he "PO" on the dos Passos copy pro bably indi­
ca tes the main Post Offi ce in New York City. T his type of ca nce llation also bore
the year date, which was shown by two num bers; tha t is, th e last two numbers of
the date, located at the bottom of the space between the circular townmark and the
ova l killer. Because of the placement of the cancellations, only the dos Passos copy
shows any trace of the year date. Th is trace can be seen in the ext reme lower left
corner of the stamp and is either a "78" or a "79". See Figure 6 .
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Figure 6

An enlarged view of th e lower portion of the dos Passos Scarlet, Fig. 3. A portion of the yea r date of
the canceller may be seen in the margi n on the e xtre me left, and adjacen t perforations on the lower
e d g e of th e sta mp (note a rrow ). This date, which shows the " ]U clearly, is apparently "78" o r "79."

These ca ncellations are just what one would expect to fi nd if Scott had taken
some of his Scarlets to the nearest post office dur ing the late 1870's and early
1880 's and had them cancelled by mailing letters to himself. F rom 1876 until Ma y,
1882 Scott maintained his stamp store at 146 Fulton Stree t, about two blocks fro m
the main Post Office at Broad way and Park Row. In 1882 Scott moved to 72 1
Broadway. Th e nearest post offi ce to his new shop was station D, loca ted severa l
blocks away at 2 17 East 9th Street.~4

Th e con nection between the Bankn ote cancelled Sca rlets and J. W. Scott is
shown by the cover pictured in Figure 7, from the author's collect ion. One picture
is indeed worth a tho usand words in this case!

The changes which Scott made in his catalogue listings of the Scarlet about
this time suppo rt the conclusion that Scott was responsible for the Banknote can­
celled Scarlet s. It will be recalled that when the Scarlet was first listed by Scott in
1880 it was listed for the same price, used and unused. (See T ab le I I. ) This equa l
prici ng continued from 1880 to 1883. In 1883, the unused price of the Scar let rose
above the used p rice, and it remained above the used pr ice in the seco nd 1883
catalogue. However , after 1883, the used Scar let was no longer pr iced , and was
ind icated only by a dash.

h ' l llI 'J·t -12· ·82 -25000.

I I' Hot d eliv ered i u 1 0 d a y ...
RETUR;,< T O

~ COTT & COMPAN Y,
721 BROADWAY,

N E lY rU ll Il (,'~ T" .

'SEL T Z'''''

AMERICAN BOY 'S THEATRE,
T he best a m us e me n t e ver in ve nt e d .

POS T FBEE . 5 0 C TS .

Figu re 7

Scali moved to 721 Broadway in 1882, and this cov e r demon strates from which station he then
normally sent h is mai l. Compa re the killer used by this statio n, "D ," to th e kille rs used on th e
sapperste in and Wagshal Scarlets, Figures 4 and 5. Also note that Scali's moil would probably not
have been sent through Station " D" before 1882, and note th e killer of the dos Passos cop y (Figure 3) .
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A nalys is of these ca talogue listings indicate th at they are ir reconcilab le with
Scott's New O rleans fable, but are entirely co nsistent with the conclusion that Sco tt
had some of his Scarlets cancelled by mailing letter s to himse lf th rou gh the New
York Post Offi ce in the late 1870's and early 1880's. For example, it is not logical
that the Scarlet should have been listed initi ally, that is, in 1880, at the same pr ice
used and unu sed , since, acco rding to Scott 's story, th e used va riety was much
sca rcer. Scott never referred to the existence of more th an one used copy, namely,
the alleged discove ry copy in the letter from New Orlean s; all the rest were unused.
Accordingly, the used price should have been much higher th an the unused , or
should have been indicated by a dash. Th e 1883 changes in the ca ta logue are eve n
mor e inconsistent with Scott's fable. The higher prices qu oted fo r unu sed cop ies
wou ld indicate the used stamp was more plentiful , o r at least not significantly
rarer than the unu sed . The only logical explanation for such a market situa tion is
tha t Scott made used cop ies as needed.

Eustace B. Power , who was , it will be recalled , a co ntempo rary and acq uaint­
ance of both Scott and Luff, published a treatise on United States sta mps in 1909
in which he may have given away Scott's secre t. He wro te th is regard ing the Scarlet:

. .. The used copies I have seen have generally had cancellations of the period of
1883 and were probably cancelled "to oblige," although why any collector should desire
to cancel so handsome a stamp I cannot see....2"

T he key question raised by this statement is why did Power use the spec ific year
da te of 1883? Th ere is nothing inherent in the history of the ova l killer which ties
it particularly to that yea r. The use of this killer extended over a period of ten or
fifteen years . According to Gilbert M. Burr. who ma de a study of these ca ncella­
tions. they were fi rst used in I876. 21i and Clare nce Brazer reported that he found
the " 0" cancels used as late as 1894.2i

Putting all of this evide nce together , the story that emerges is that af ter Scott
acq uired the Scarl ets in the late 1870's and began to offer th em for sa le he must
have received requ ests for used copies. To fill these requ ests he probably prepared
envelopes addressed to himself fran ked with cop ies of the Scarlet and mai led them
at the nea rest post office. By 1883 he probably rea lized tha t he co uld ra ise the price
of the un used copies in relation to the used becau se he co uld produce as many used
copies as were needed. T his would explain the ca talogue cha nges of 1883.

However someti me in 1883 it must have been brought home to Scott that the
cancellat ions of that day were not the same as those of the 1860's, and were there­
fore not being well received by co llectors . Accord ingly, Sco tt must have had to
aba ndon this prac tice. Thi s would explain the cha nge in the listing of the used Scar­
let after 1883, when it began to be shown only with a dash. It is likely that Power
knew of Scott's abandon ment of his practice of hav ing the Sca rlets cancelled in
1883. Th is would explain Power's use of the " 1883" da te in his book. Ind eed, no
other exp lana tion presents itself for Power's " 1883" sta teme nt.

T he Banknote cancelled Scarlets are the most par adoxial of all the Scarlet
va rieties. T hree var ieties of the Scarlet, that is, (1) the unu sed perfo rated , (2)
unu sed imperforate and (3) the pen marked, are listed in the Spec ialize d Scott
Ca ta logue, but the Ban knote cancelled Scar let is not. Yet it is th e Banknote can ­
celled Scarlet which would appear to have the best cre dentials to pass as a pos tage
sta mp . If these Bankn ote cancelled Scarlets bear gen uine cancellat ions, as they
defini tely appea r to do,2s and if they actua lly serve d to indica te prepay men t of
pos tage on envelopes ca rried through the mail, and there is no evidence to prove
they did not, then they have served dut y as postage stamps. This is a clai m which
can be made for none of the other varieties of the Scarlet.

Neve rthe less, the Scott Ca ta logue is und oubtedly right in ignor ing these Ban k­
note ca ncelled Sca rlets. The fact that the Ban knote ca ncelled Scar lets passed
through the mai l is no proof of their legitimacy as postage stamps . Every co llector
of U.S. stamps of even moderate experience has seen various kinds of adhesives
used on envelo pes in place of postage stamps, such as reve nue stamps, war savings
stamps, etc. No one co ntends that because these items have slipped th rough they
have beco me postage stamps, when their orig in and officially inte nded use is fa r
different. By the same reaso ning , the fact that the Scarlets may have slip ped
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th rou gh the mails and were ca nce lled ca nnot serve to tran sform what were origina l-
ly tr ial co lor proofs into postage stamps. ~

H owever , logic must ca rry us one step fur the r. If the Banknote ca ncelled
Sca rlets do no t deserve listin g as postage sta mps, it necessaril y follows th at none
of the o ther th ree varieties of the Scarlet-the unu sed pe rfora ted , the unused im­
per for ate or the penmarked var iety-deserve listin g, either. In short, the fact that the
Banknote cancelled Sca rlets are not listed in the Specialized Ca ta logue und e r­
scores the a rgume nt th at the other thr ee listed varieties sho uld also not be listed as
po stage sta mps .

Figure 8

The pen marked Scarlet .

Fig ure 9

Carl F. Rothfuchs

E. The Pen Marked Scar lets
There a re a number of cop ies of the Sca rlet which bear a distin ct ive pen mark­

ing co nsisting of four horizontal lines mor e or less evenly spaced and not runni ng
out to either side of the sta mp. Figure 8 illustrat es one of these pen mark ed Scar lets.
It is to co pies suc h as thi s that the Specialized Cata logue refers in listin g the Sca rlet
with pen "cance llat ion." It sho uld be borne in mind, however , that although the
Ca ta logue lists the Scarlet with "pen ca nce llation" it nevertheless does not list the
Scarlet in used condi tion, thereb y indica ting it is unknown in the used sta te . T his is
an incredible incon sistency, par ticul arly since it is cer ta inly intentiona l.

Th e pen marked Scarl ets did not com e from Scott. Rath er, they ca me, much
later , from a Washin gton , D.C. stamp dealer by the name of Carl F . Rothfuch s.
Rothfuch s was one of the prom inent dealers of his tirne .?" Born in German y in
1851 , he ca me to the United Sta tes in 1859 and lived in Boston until 1874. In
1885 he started in as a profession al sta mp dealer , giving up his trad e as an up­
holster er , and moved from Providence, R.1. to open up a stamp sho p in Was hingto n.
T his sho p was located at 359 '12 Penn sylvani a Ave nue, N.W. , in an area directly in
fro nt of the Capito l Bu ildin g which is now open pa rk. Rothfuchs se rved as vice­
preside nt of the America n Stam p Dealers Association in 1888. Sometime af ter
the turn of the ce ntury he moved back to Boston where he comp leted his career.
Figure 9 is a picture of R oth fuchs.

R othfuch s obta ined the pen marked Scarlets somet ime between Fe bruary,
1892 and Januar y 1893. This approxima te date ca n be dedu ced from the first list­
ing of the Scarl et in R othfuchs' price lists. Th e Scarlet is not listed in his price list
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No . 8, dated Februa ry, 1892 , and it was listed for the first tim e in his list No.9
dated January, 1893. It has been said that Rothfuchs arranged the Post Office
Department stamp exhibit at the Columbian exhibition held in 1893 , and that,
lacking any appropriation with which to pay him , the Post Office Department gave
him a number of sheets of proofs and remaind er s."? T he pen marked Scarl ets prob­
ab ly cam e from this lot.

Wit h his init ial listing of the Scarl et in 1893 , Rothfuch s included an explana­
tory note which merits full quotation :

"T he 1866, 3¢ Scarlet is a very scarce stamp. The 3¢ Scarle t which I offer are not
used posta lly but cancelled with four ink lines thr ee quarters ac ross the sta mp, othe rwise
it is in prime cond ition. It is priced too low in the sta nda rd cata log ues. My price is
$ 15.00. T ry and buy it elsewhere at as Iow a figure and if you do not succeed, your
order fo r one will be than kfully received. Th e sta mp is not sent on approval but should
they be sold when your order reaches me I will refun d the mon ey and pay expenses
bot h ways. "

Apparently Rot hfuch s had to make no refunds for this sa me not ice appea red in his
Ma rch 1894 list, No . 10, with the price raised to $ 16.50, and in his June, 1895 list.
No. I l , with the price raised to $35.00 . By Febru ary 191 0, Rothfuch s had moved
to Boston . His list No . 20, issued from Boston , offered the Scarl et at $50 .00,
$35.00, or $25.00, depending on con dition, and it co ntai ned the foIlowing state­
ment about the Scarlet:

T he 3¢ Scar let which I offer for sale are not used , T hey have fo ur ink lines three­
quarters ac ross each stamp. Oth erwise they are in fine condition and have original gum.

All are guaranteed as genuine origina l 3¢ Scarlet postage sta mps .
And a re of the same sheet that I obta ined some sixteen yea rs ago whi le located at

Was hington.
I have caref ully exa mined some of the 3¢ Sca rlet sold elsewhe re at pr ivat e sale and

by auction. Some do not compare favorable with the und ou bted genuine 3¢ Scarlet.
I consider those that do not compare favorable with the genuine stam p as pe r­

forated proofs. and no better than the fake Navy 2¢ green and the fak ed Periodical se t
I¢ to $60.00 on sof t paper.

An und oubted genuine co py of the 3¢ Scarlet wit h ink lines is much scarce r and
more desirable than a doubtful copy without ink lines.

The most important point established by Rothfuchs' stateme nts is that the
pen marked Scarlets are "not used postally." T he fac t that the pen marked Scarlet s
were "not used postally" fits in with the conclusion that Rothfuchs obta ined them
from the Post Office Department for arranging th e Co lumb ian stamp exhibit.
T hese Scarlets were dou btless mark ed in orde r to pr event their improper postal
use. Such meticulous defacing of eac h item in the shee t would be more characte r­
istic of a Post Office official than someo ne in the Ban knote compan y.

Rothfuchs' sta tements also esta blish that the Scott Cata logue listing of the
pen mar ked Scarlet as bear ing a " pen ca ncellation" is incorrect. By its own ter ms,
the Cata logue defines a "cancellation" as a " postal markin g which cancels the
stamp, makin g its fur ther use impossible.":" T he wo rd " further" in this definiti on
co nveys the clear meani ng that the stamp which is can celled mu st have been post­
ally used once, that is, must have been used fo r the pr ep ayment of postage.
Rothfuchs' sta tements show that the pen marked Scarlets were never canceIled be­
cause, to use his own wo rds. they were " not used postally," or as he sa id in 19 10,
they are " not used. " Accordingly, these Sca rlets are pen marked, bu t they are not
pen cance lled.

As for the qu antities involved , Rothfuchs' 1910 refe renc e to " the same shee t
that I obtai ned . . . at Washington" would indicate that all the pen marked Scarl et s
ca me fro m a single shee t. Although it is not clea r whe ther Rothfuch s was referr ing
to a pane of one hun dred stamps or to a shee t in its technical sense, that is, a fuIl
sheet of two hund red stamps arran ged in two pan es of one hundred each, the
better guess would be that he was referring to a pane of one hundred. In eithe r
case , the pen ma rked Scarl ets would probably be scarce r item s than their unmarked
counterpa rts.

F ina lly, Rothfuchs' comments that some of the Scarlets he had seen otfe red
elsewhere " do not compare favorable" with his pen mark ed co pies raises a question
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as to whethe r there is so me discernible differ enc e between the unmarked copies
and the pen ma rked copies. Cer tainly a tri al color shee t which the Bank No te
Company wo uld have se lected for submission to the Post Office Dep a rtm ent as a
color sa mple wo uld have been car efully pri nted and prep ared , but it would see m
rea so na ble that th e Bank Note Co m pany would have retained an identical sheet
for its tiles. The autho r has not discerned any color differ en ce, altho ugh so me
co pies seem to show greater plate wea r than othe rs of those copies examined .
Sho uld any reader be aware of a hi therto unnoticed differ ence between the un­
marked and pen marked Scarl ets, his comments wo uld be welcomed.

F. Th e T hird L ot of Scarlets-A noth er Unso lved M ystery
M r. E lliott Perry reports the existence of a thi rd lot of the Sca rlet s in addition

to the Scott copies and th e Rothfuch s' copies. Mr. Perry sta tes there was " a shee t
whic h I underst and wa s offered in New Yor k not lon g before 191 2 and was re­
fused beca use it was imperforate. The sto ry is tha t it was then perfor ated and
so ld.. . .":l~ M r. Perry sta tes that he has a dim reco llec tion that E ustace Powe r wa s
some how involved but wa s not sure.:'" Mr. Perry also sta tes th at some sta mps fro m
this th ird lot ca n be distinguished fro m Scott 's Scarl ets but has declin ed to d isclose
the test. In any event, it sho uld be emphasized that thi s th ird lot of Scarl et s wo uld
have no bette r phil at elic sta nding than the other two lo ts.

G. The Im perforate Scarlets
The Scott's Special ized lists the Sca rlet in an imp erfo ra te pair as well as

perforat ed.
The listin g of th e imperfo ra te Scarl et amo ng the U.S. Ge ne ra l issues is co m­

plet ely ind efensib le. Sco tt 's New Orlean s fa ble says nothing abo ut the imperfor ate
Sca rlets. Nei ther Lu ff no r Power , both of whom repo rted Scott 's New Orlean s
fa ble, conten ded that the imp erfo rate Sca rlets we re sta mps . Indeed , Power sta ted
th at "T he imperfo ra te co pies are undoubtedly proofs. . . .":\1 Nothing has been
found as to how these imperfora te Sca rlets were introduced to philately, thou gh,
like the pe rfo rat e variety , suspicio n natura lly fal ls o n Sco tt .

T he imper fo rate Sca rlet was first listed in the 1900 edition of the Scott ca t­
alogue . The fact th at the listi ng began at th is late date do es noth ing to improve
the pedi gree of the imperforate va riety. Th e irnpe rfo ra tes ar e, incidently, probabl y
rarer in re lati on to the perforated items than their cata logue va lue wo uld indicat e.
However, they a re po ssib ly lowe r priced becau se the ir status is more evide nt th an
is th at of the per forated varieties.

Po we r not es in his book that the imp er forate copies were "some times pri­
va tely and fraud ulently perfor ated. Ca re sho uld be tak en that the size of th e stamp
is co rrect when purch asin g th is va riety." T his co mme nt may tie in with Elliott
Perry's recollection abo ut the th ird lot of the Sca rle ts. However, exactly wha t
Power meant by advising that the buyer make sure that " the size of the stamp is
co rrec t," is unclear. He could not have meant the design . He may have meant that
the pe rf holes on the pri vate perfs wer e of a different size, la rger o r smalle r, fro m
those of N at io na l Ba nk Note man ufacture, or he may have been referring to the
perfo ra ting of die proofs so as to leave the Scarlet with too gene ro us margins. The
easy answ e r to thi s problem is that rega rdless of who perforated a particular Scarlet
it is not a reg ularly issued sta mp.

* * *
Th is co m pletes the review of the va rious known va rieties of the Scarlet. It

will be ev ident at th is point that although man y of the fac ts regarding the ori gin of
the Sca rlet s a re unknown, much more is known than is gene ra lly recogniz ed. A nd
of one point we ca n be sure : There is no know n co py of the Scarl et legitim at ely
used for postal purposes during the peri od whe n it was alleged ly in use . T o state the
ma tter eve n more clearl y, there is no evidence than any variety of the Sca rlet is a
postage sta mp.
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Edito r
Depreciated Currency Covers

PART II

GEORGE E. HARGEST

Addenda to Part I

In 1874 the Post O ffice Dep artm ent autho rized the publicat ion of a " United
Sta tes Official Posta l Guide," which was " revised and publi shed qu arter ly. by
autho rity of the Post Office Dep artm ent. " Th e first issue is dated October, 1874.
In this first issue, un de r " General Regulat ions," the followi ng appears:

'T he Postm aster Genera l is by law authorized to co llec t unpaid postages du e on
correspondence from fo re ign co untr ies, in gold or its equivalent in cur renc y. in order
to secure the Dep artmen t from loss on ba lances due foreign o ffices, Under th is law.
unpaid postage s on correspondence fro m G rea t Brit a in and Ireland, Belgium. th e
Ne the rland s, Germany, Switzerlan d, Sweden and No rw ay, are calculated at gold rat es."

The above supports the co ntentio n made in the last par agraph of Part I of thi s
ar ticle, which appe ared in Chronicle No . 59, that the excha nge offi ces, afte r 1873 ,
began to use the premium on gold instead of the premium on silver subsidia ry co in
as the basis for dete rm inin g the amounts due in United States notes on un paid
letter s fro m foreign cou ntries.

Earliest Depreciated Cu rre ncy Covers

Whi le the Post Office orde r issued by Postmaster Gener al Blair requ ired dep re­
cia ted currency ra ting on and after May I, 1863, the descripti on of the procedure
to be used by the exchange offices of edito r Holbrook ind icates tha t it cam e in
force during May only at the New Yor k office. It was to become effective at the
othe r o ffi ces on June I , 1863. Since no steamer ar rived at New York or Boston
on May I , 1863 , the ea rliest possible rating at the New York office for mail by
Bri tish packet would have been for the arrival in Boston of the R.M.S. Europ a
on May 2, the mail bein g rated at New York on May 3, 1863. Th e first ra ting
at New York for American packet mail would have been on May 4 fo r the
arr ival on that day of the Etna of the Inm an Line.

T he ea rliest possibl e British packet ra ting at the Boston offi ce would have
been on Ju ne 4 for the ar rival in New York on June 3 of the R. M.S. Persia of
the C una rd Line. The Edinburgh of the Inman Line also ar rived in New Y ork
on June 3, and the ea rlies t American packet rating at the Boston office would
have becn on the same date. It is ass umed that the depreciated cur rency ra tings
were actua lly place d in force at these offices on May I and Ju ne I, 1863.

Figu re I presents the ea rliest depreciated cur rency cover ra ted by the Boston
office known to this edito r. It was posted in Paris on May 25 , 1863 and ar rived
in New Y or k on Ju ne 7 , 1863 by the A m erica of the No rth German Lloyd or by
the Hamm onia of the Hamburg-American Line, both of which a rrived on tha t
date. As a F rench mail Ictter it bear s a deb it of 6 cen ts for American pac ket
se rvice th rou gh England . Boston did not yet have markin gs sho wing collections
in coi n and in notes, thi s cover was, therefore, marked for a co llect ion of 20 cents
instead of 15 cent s if co in were paid. Ju ne 7 was a Sunday and on Ju ne 8 the
lowest and highest pri ce of gold in greenbacks was 143. T he product of 143 x .967
is 20 .74 cents , which may indicat e that the gold va lue of silver subsid iar y coins
on that date was slightly less than its annual average of .967.
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Fig ur e 1

Some Interesting Depreciated Currency Covers

Although there was noth ing sta ted in the Legal Tender Act of 1862 regarding
the redemption in specie of the greenbacks, it was always tacitly assumed that
they would at some time be redeemed . Their value, there fore, rested upon the public
confide nce in their ultim ate redemption. That they did not become worthl ess,
as so many oth er inco nvertible currencies had become, atte sts to the faith the
publi c held that the Union would eventually prevail. Every act of the Civil War ,
military , politi cal and financi al, affected their valu e. Coll ectors may like to collect
these cover s in order to demonstrate the effect specific events had upon the
premi um . In this they may be assisted by Wesley C. Mitch ell 's History of the
Greenback s which detai ls this information.
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Figur e 2
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The height of the inflati on occ urred on Jul y 1 I, 1864 when the price of
go ld in gree nbacks reach ed 28 5. The imm ed iate cau se of this rise in pr emi um wa s
Gene ral J ubal E ar ly' s ra id int o Maryland an d attack o n Washington on July 9 ,
1864. Since no steame r a rrived in New York or Boston on July 11, there are
no covers th at reflect the highest poin t of the inflati on . The Etna arr ived in New
York on the followin g day whe n the pr ices of gold in greenbacks ran ged from
27 I to 282, and the A ustralasian of the C una rd Lin e arr ived in New York on
July 13, but by th at time the prices ran ged from 268 % to 273 . Throughout most
of Au gust the highest dai ly prices hovered around 255. Co vers during th is period
of high premium are sca rce and inter esting.

F igure 2 presents a cover pos ted in Newcastle-o n-T yne o n July 28 , 1864,
add resse d to Providen ce, R .1. It is prepaid one shilling, but weighed over a half
o unce . and th e pr epaym ent was not recognized . It wa s for warded as an unpaid
Ictt er by A me rica n packet , marked " INSU F FIC IEN T LY PAID." and given a
double rat e deb it of 6 cents. It is endo rsed to the City of London of the Inman
Lin e which arrived in New York o n A ugu st 8, 1864. The New York office marked
it for a co llec tion in coin of 48 cents. and with " U.S. NOT ES/120." On A ugust
8, 1864, the price of go ld in gree nbacks ra nged fro m 25 63,4 to 259 1f2 . The
stea me r mu st ha ve arr ived when the highest pri ce preva iled , for 259 ~'2 x 48 x .967
is 120.44, o r $ 1.20.

F igure 3 illust rat es anothe r high rat ed cover. It was posted in Ham burg on
A ugust 7 , 1864 add ressed to New Bedford , Mass. I t a rrived in New Yark by
Prussian closed mail on A ugust 22, and was rat ed for a coll ecti on of 30 ce nts
in co in, o r 75 cents in U nited States not es. On August 22 the pr ice of gold in
gree nba cks ran ged from 256 118 to 257 '12 . The prod uct of 256118 x 30 x .967 is
74 .53, or 75 cen ts.

t \ t h ."'V"\ t. I ."::t- ;~ .

Fig ure 3

Figure 4~O illu strates a cov er showing the ra re trip le rat e from En gland. It
was prepaid two rates by two shilling sta mps, but was found to weigh ove r one
ounce which req ui red th ree rates. The lett er was ma rked "over I oz ." and " IN­
SUFFICIENTLY/ PR E PA ID ," and was also marked by the British office
" 57/ 3 ." This was a debit for Briti sh packet service of 57 cents (3 x 19 ), the " 3"
indicating th e number of rates . The Boston office marked it "72/ .9 1," i.e ., 3 x 24 ,
or 72 ce nts if paid in coin , or 9 1 cents in not es. Sinc e the pri ce of gold in green­
back s on June 2 1, 1866, ranged between 148 '12 and 15 I~ , the lowest possib le
co llectio n on thi s lette r ( 148 1/2 x 72 x .964 ) sho uld have been 103.1 7, or $ 1.03).
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Figure 4

One can only conclude that the clerk made an error in co mp uting the amoun t
to be collected in United States notes.

13

c o

14

PLATE I I

The Exchange Offices

T he markings designed as A of Plate II are on a cover repo rted by Mr. Wil­
liam C. Coles, Jr. , RA 4 18, who has an extensive collection of dep reciated cur­
rency cove rs. T his letter was posted in England and arrived at the Chicago ex­
cha nge office on May 22 , 187 1. On that date, the lowest and highest prices of gold
in greenbac ks were, respectively. 111% and 112. Th e intern ation al rate between
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the United States and E ngland was six cents. Thus, 6¢ x 1. 12 x .955 ( the Table I,
column 5 figure for 1871 ) amoun ts to 6.8, or seven cen ts, and to this is added an
unpaid letter fine of six cents, the sum of which is 13 cents. Ev ide ntly, the C hicago
office did not have dual ra te markings, the amo unt to be co llected in notes being
separa tely ap plie d .

M r. Co les also reports the cover upo n which the markings designated as B of
Plate 11 appear. This letter was posted in Lond on on December 3, and arrived at
the Detroit office on December 2 1. 1867. On th at date the lowest and highest
pri ces of go ld in gree nbacks were, respect ively, 133 1/.1 and 133% . Thus, 24¢ x
1.33 J..4 x .956 is equal to 30 .6, or 3 1 cents. As in the case of the Chicago office, the
Det roit office did not use a mark ing showing dual ra tes, but applied the amount to
be co llec ted in U.S. no tes sepa rately by use of a hand- stam p designed for th at
purpose .

Ma rking C of Plat e II appea rs on a cove r posted in Bremen on February 2,
1868. addressed to Ph ilad elphi a and endorsed "Str. Han sa," a vessel of the No rth
German Lloyd. By the " Regulations" for the execution of the U.S.-North German
Union co nvention of Oc tob er 2 1, 1867 (effective on Januar y I. 1 8 6 8 ) . ~ 1 Phila­
delph ia became an exchange offi ce for 'o rth Ger man Union mail. Phil adelphia had
not previou sly been an exchange office for any of the Germ an mail s. Th e direct
internati on a l rate between the No rth German Union and the United States was 10
cen ts pe r half ou nce. This letter arrived at the Ph iladelph ia office on February 24 ,
186 8. and on th at date the lowest and highest pric es of go ld in gree nbac ks were ,
respec tive ly, 1.42 J..4 and 1.44 . Thus, lO x 1.42 1/.1 x .955 ( the T abl e I, co lumn 5
figure fo r 1868 ) is 13.6. or 14 cen ts. To this 14 cents was added an unpaid lett er
line of five cents, wh ich resulted in a collection of 19 cents in U.S. notes. This
cover is also reported by Mr. Coles.

Marki ng 0 of Plate II , also in Mr. Coles's collection , illustrates a dual rate
marking of the Portl and office. T his is of a diffe rent type than th at illust rated as
marking C of Plate I.

Since the greenbac ks never circulated on the Pacific coast , it is unli kely th at
any markings showing depreciated currency ratings from the San Fran cisco office
will be found . Cu t off as it was by the mount ains, with its ow n supply of metals
and a mint at San F ra ncisco . coi n circulated on the Pacific coa st du ring th e entire
period. 1863 through 1878.

Unpaid letters from France, 1870-74

Markings designated as E of Plate II appea r on a cove r posted in Bordeau x,
F rance , on Au gust 6, 187 3, addressed to New Yo rk, and sent as an unp aid lett er.
T he ra te rep resented on this cover was in effect fro m Januar y I. 1870 until Augu st
I , 1874. Th ese unpaid letters bear "curre ncy" mark ings of various types ap plied
in F ran ce to indica te th at they were for warded to E ngland cha rged at the ra te of
two fran cs per 30 gra mmes, bulk weight, of such mail. London markings appe ar on
the reve rse of these letters, and all are marked " 14" for a single ra te lett er. Until
the daily prices of go ld in gree nbacks became available, it was thou ght th at the
" 14" appearing on these lett ers was app lied by the United States and represented
the amo unt to be collect ed in co in, while the amount shown in the exc hange office
marking represented th e amo unt to be collected in U.S. notes.F" It is now known th at
the " 14" ap pearing on these lett ers represent s a British debit to th e United States.
and the tru e rate on these covers was 16, and not 14 cents.

The New York marking on this cover bear s the date of Au gust 20 ( 1873) . and
on th at date the lowest and highest prices of gold in gree nbacks were, respectively.
1.15% and 1.15 1/2. Thus 16 x 1.153/8 amounts to 18.46, or 18 cents. T he applica­
tion of these go ld pri ces to 14 cents does not produce the indi cated collect ion of 18
cents in U. S. notes. In the case of this cover, it is also evide nt th at the collecti on
was calculated at go ld rat es. Thi s same situa tion has been noted on a number of
unpaid letters from F ra nce during this period .

Rec on struction of the British debit of 14 cent s indicates th at the British divided
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the two franc s per 30 grammes rate 2:l by four to arrive at a single rate per one­
fourth ounce of 50 centime s, or 10 cents. To this 10 cents were added two cents
sea and two cents British postages per one-ha lf ounce, for a total British share of
14 cents. The United States collected the Briti sh postage of 14 cents plus two cents
United Sta tes inland postage, for a total of 16 cen ts in coin. On letters weighing
over one-fourth, but not over one half ounc e, on ly the French postage of 10 cent s
was doubl ed , and these letters show a British debit of 24 cen ts, and a collection in
the United State s of 26 cents in coin . The two francs per 30 grammes rate under
the Anglo-French convention was for unpaid letters, and was twice the amount for
paid letters. Since the unpaid letter was already penalized, the United States did not
collect an unpaid lett er fine.

Rev ival of American Packet Service to Bremen

After the Vanderbilt European Line stopped running to Bremen in 1858 there
was no American packet service to Bremen until 1866. In 1865 the Ruger Brothers
of New York organized the North American Lloyd to operate a line ot steamships
between New York, Southampton, and Bremen. Their fleet was made up of ves­
sels which , for the most part , had seen service as troop carriers during the Civil
War. It was composed of the Atlantic and Baltic (ex-Collins Line) , Ericsson (ex­
Collins Line service), Mississipp i (subsequently Havre Line service), Merrimack ,
and Western Metropolis." The Ruger Brothers also att empted to run from New
York to Antwerp with the steamers Ericsson and CircassianF

Evidently , this line secured a mai l contract from the Postm aster General , for
the Shipping and Commercial List and N ew York Prices Current from February to
October 1866 lists the ships of this line as " U.S.M. steamers." Thirteen voyages
from New York were actua lly made by the line duri ng this period, while hve
scheduled voyages were not made. Th e line suspended operations in October 1866 ,
but the Ruger Brothers immediately reorganized as the New York and Bremen
Steamship Company, and cont inued to operate until 1870. A scheduled sailing of
the West ern Metropolis on March 7, 1867, is listed for a line to Bremen in the
March 1867 issue of the U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant. Although mai ls may
have been made up for this trip , the Western Metropolis failed to sa il. Th ere is no
further evidence that the Ruger Brot hers' ships carried mail.

Mr. Lester L. Downing reports the cover illustrated as Figure 5. Thi s cover was
posted in New York addres sed to Schwar tzburg-Sunderhausen , Th uringia. It is
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prepa id 15 ce nts and endorsed "Via Brem en or Hamburg." The New Yo rk packet
marking o f th e ty pe of US PM, Plate 19 , mark ing 36A,"1i sho ws a credit of 6 ce nts
to Brem en. T his credit represents one ce nt Brem en inland and five ce nts fro m Bre­
men to Thuringia . The Brem en office ap plied in blue th e " AM ERICA/ UBER BRE­
MEN/ F R ANCO" marki ng, indicating tran sit through Brem en. T he date in the
New York marking is "S EP/20. " On September 20, 1866, th e Balt ic of th e North
A me rica n Lloyd sa iled from New Yor k fo r Southam pton an d Bremen . Covers show­
ing A merica n packe t se rvice to Brem en dur ing 186 6 are se ldo m see n .

Mails to Belgium

In " Mails Between Belgium and the United Sta tes , Part IV ," which appeared
in Chronicle No . 58, thi s ed ito r was un abl e to illus tra te a cover bea ring th e eight
ce nt rat e , via Eng land . Mr. Walter Hubbard of London rep o rts th e co ver illu strat ed
as F igure 6. This letter wa s po sted in a Minnesota town addressed to Belgiu m,

Figure 6

prepaid eight cents by a one cent and a seven ce nt ( Co ntine nta ls) of th e 1873
issue. The cover bears a " NEW YORK PAID A LL/ BR. TRA NSIT" marking
sho wing th e date of January 14 . Since the Contine nta ls were not issu ed as early as
J anuary 187 3, th e yea r of postin g mu st be eithe r 1874 or 187 5. About the middle
of 1874 th e above described British tr an sit ma rkin g was re place d by one inscribed
" N EW YORK/SR. TRANSIT" whi ch omitte d " PA ID ALL. " Thus, it would ap­
pear th at the year of use wa s 1874. Januar y 14, 1874, wa s a Wednesday, and the
United Stat es Official Postal Guide for October 1874 indicates th at mail s we re for­
wa rde d from New Y o rk for Great Brit ain and I reland and the Co nt ine nt, via En ­
gland. on eve ry Wednesday by vessels of the C una rd Line.

Bibliograph y
'" Courtesy of Melvin W. Schuh.
" 16 Statutes-a t-Large 983.
,.... Hargest , George E., "Unpaid and Part-Paid Rate s Bet ween United States and F rance,

1870-7 4 ," Postal H isto ry Jo ur nul , vol. VII. No. I. p. 10, June 1963.
aa Ang lo-French Convention of September 24, 1856, Article XIV, clause 3- Brilish and

Foreign St ate Pap ers. vol. XLVI, p. 203.
.. See Bonsor, N . R. P., N orth A tlant ic Seaway, pp . 234 and 240-241. Also see Gibbs.

C. R. Vernon , Passen ger Lin ers of the Weslerll Ocean , pp. 108- 109.
" Hargest. George E., " Ma ils Between Belgium and the United States . Part 11 1," Th e

Chronic le, vol. 20, No . I , Whole No . 57, p. 35.
~I Simpson , Tracy W.. United S Illies Postal Markings, / 85/ 10 /86 /, p. 97.
152



Up-dating the Neinken Books

Thi s Chronicle endeavors to supply research information as it becomes ava il­
able, and of utmost importance is keep ing our standard refe rence books up-to-date.
In this issue are three illustra tions for replacement of the cor respond ing ones in
Mr . M. L. Neinken's book, The United States Ten Cent Stam p of 1855-/859,
and one illustration for replacement in his book, The / 851 -'57 Twe lve Cen t Stamp.
Mr. Neinken credits Messrs. F. Levy and M. T uchinsky for aid in spo tting these
changes.

The illustr ations are located here in Chronicle so they may be clipped
without injury to the reading matter, and are of size that fits those in the books.
More particularl y, they are as follows:

For the lO-ct book l 6Ll on page 50; 64R2 on page 143, and 74R2 on page
146.

For the 12-ct book : 57R on page 41 .
Mr. Neinken also reports that for the 10-ct book, position s 66-76-86-96R

have now been tied-in, but 90L and 97R are not yet tied , thou gh he believes them
to be correcL-T.W.S.

-1 -
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1968--our 50th year

STAMPS WANTED

Each Year Our Public Auctions

and Gold Medal Mail Sales

Sell Over 75,000 Lots!

We Urgently Need

Additional Material!

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it

without delays or bargaining. Bring in personally, or send In

by insured mail or express, attention: Appraisal Dept.

All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your specific

instructions after we send our offer or advice. Informal ap­
praisals are free, and our buyer can visit you to inspect larger

properties.

J. & H. STOLOW, INC.
SO West 46th Street

New York, N. Y. 10036 *
Telephone:
JU 2-0198

" Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities"

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate cash
payment, more than $50 ,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are un­
limited . Fair treatment is always assured .
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Wanted to buy, 19th Century covers from
Holland , Grand Rapid s, Gr and Haven, and
Sagatuck , Mich . Give price. Theron Wiereng a,
I I E. IS, Ho lland, Mich . 49423

u.s. # 10 first day covers , also earlie st
uses of any pre 1900 stamp or first days of
var ious posta l rates. Send prices. R. L.
Markovits, P.O. Box 744, N.Y., N.Y . 10005.

U.S. # 10 plate numb er pieces on cover ,
off cover, including some imprints needed .
I boug ht the Hicks plate numbers, so want s
are few. Please advise what you have. I may
be able to trade, although I would prefer to
buy. R. L. Markovi ts, Box 744, N .Y., N.Y.
10005.

U.S, 19th Century Covers stampless,
1851-61, Civil War patriotics, fan cy cancel s
and illu strated adver tising-Send for monthly
net priced lists. W. R. Gibson , 88 Hollins
Lane , Eas t Islip, N .Y. 11730 .

Nee d plat ing material on the One Cent 1851.
Would appreciate loans of pa irs or strips from
Plate 3 and Plate 11. Needed to complete
plate reconstructions. Mortimer L. Neinken,
200-5th Ave ., New York City 10010.

Wanted to pu rchase, priv ate per fs tied on
cover such as Farwells, Scherrnacks, etc. Please
send priced or will make offer. Sol Salkind ,
3306 Rochambeau Ave ., Bron x, N .Y. 10467.
Back Issues of

'lCbt C!Cbroniclt
are available t o members and non-members

Issues numbered I to 44 (in multilith),
$1.00 each to members; $1.50 to non-members

Issues numbered 46 and subseq ue nt Iprinted)
$2.50 each to members ; $3.50 to non-members

If your resea rch and /or reference libra ry, pertaining to the United States
Classic Postal Issues, is not complete, we urge you to avail you rselves of the
opportunity to obta in what you need NOW. Some of the printed issues INo.
46 and subsequent) a re in limited supply. Due to high printing costs , these will
not be reprinted.

Order from

MELVIN W. SCHUH
6 Laconia Road Worcester, Mass. 01609
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We spe cial ize in covers of the world . W e have a co mprehensive st oc k of
Confederate covers. In United St ates, we stock Tran s-Atlantic, Regi ste red,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usua lly hav e a few Terri­
torials and Westerns , and we a re st rong in Hawaii. W e do not stock
United States stamps at al l.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Ma ss. 02108
155



P
~

!M

I
I
~

II
.~
1889-1969
As this firm reaches its 80th
anniversary I I have decided

to retire and

LIQUIDATE
my business.

The last (1969)

JULIARD CLASSICS
Intemational

with its unusual beautiful selection,
plus some attractive liquidation

features is just OUT.

Don't miss this opportunity:
Send 25¢ to:

Alex S.Juliard
Bryn MaVl7r Pa.18010

(E. t. by L. Julla , rj , 1889).
156
~~~~.
Borrow with confidence ~

l In any emergency, borrow ~

~del:::~~'~~ur~~ou~e~~Ile~~ I
tion as coIlateral and still
retain complete ownership.
At Edelman 's, you can

. _, obtain quick, confidential ~, loans for any amount up
to 80% of the value of
your properties - from
$50 to $50,000 and more . I
Write today for further
information. I
""f.1:!~~~:~. Po. ;:i
Where the public has borrowed rM!

;;;~iI
A new auction every 6 weeks. Every sale includes

over 3300 lots of stam ps and covers of United

States and Possessions, Great Britain and colonies,

and General Foreign.

Catalog free u.pon. request

Large r etail department featuring

United States, mint and u sed.

STAMPAZINE
(Est. 1937)

30 WEST 46th ST.

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036



TUESDAY:, DEC&MB6R 3

1847 ISSL:iJE

A specialized collection of some I80 lots

formed nd offered by ord r of Mr. Ed­

ward A. Ring of Trenton, New Jersey.

Some exceptional items of two of the

worldls rnost popular stamps.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
International Stamp Auctioneers

6 West 48th Street, New York, M.Y. 10Da6
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