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•IssuesClassic of the
W 0 r ld are frequent ly offered for sale by auction in London (spe

cialised stamp sales throughout the season) and Basle (sales
of particular merit, held in co-operation with the Uncommon Marketeers, every Spring
and Fall) .

This lovely m ini [iair of th e Calladiall turelue [ien c« Mack I I' fl S dis !Wr.H'd ill th e
l trit ish Nort h Arnrrirnn au rt ion i ll l .ondon Oil l srrr ntbr r I I , IWiS.

IF WE CAN HELP YOU TO BUY
AND SELL FINE CLASSICS please wri te to
our head office tod ay say ing tluu YO Il saw th is ad vert iscm cu t in "C I-/U ONIC / .I':."

Robson Lowe Ltd.
50 Pall Mall

London, S.W.I.~ England

Cables : "Stam ps , London, S.W.1 ." Te lex: 915 4 10

West Coast Agent: U . Cdr. Jr,7m . H. We lls , U.S.N. ,
ua:« , P.O . Box 575, S an Lean d ro; Cali j . 94577.



" S E L E C T E D "
u. S. COVERS-PART I

# 9 x Ie (5¢ N.Y. Prov.-No Sign. Var.) Fine Copy, Tied by Pen
Cancel To V.F . Fo lded Letter to "LO ND ON, ENG" With clear Large
Red "New York.Jul. 31·5 PAID" Pmk., 1845 Usc-only 2 Weeks
After Issue. Beauty! . $285.00

# 1 (5 ¢ '47 ) Fresh, Bright 3 Marg. Copy, Neatly T ied by Sha rp Blue
"5" in Oval to Fine Fo lded Letter ; Slight Letter Crease, Pmk. " BALT1
MORE, Md .," Numeral Cat. $180.00 off Cover, Attractive . . . $125.00

# Ib (2 copies ) Rich, Brilliant Deep OHANGE Brown Shades, one
VF-S marg., oth er 3 Lar ge marg., Tied To geth er by Oval Blue "PA ID"
& Pen Cancels, "PH ILAD A. PA-Nov. ll -lOcts" Pmk. on VF-S
Small Fold er Letter , 1847 usc, Beauty ... . . $185.00

# In ( Pair) VF-S Marg., Deep Rich BLACK BnOWN Shade, Tied Red
Gr id to Fo lder Letter V.F. but For Vert. Letter C rease in Center,
N.Y.C. Pmk ., " Dec. 7, 1848" Usc, STIUKING $250.00

# 2 ( I O¢ '47) Pos. :UH- Vivid Dbl. Trans. in POST OFFICE, 3 Marg.,
Cut In At Top, Tied Red Gr id & "BOSTON :3 Jul.-lOcts" Red Pmk.,
on VF-S Folded Letter, 1848 Use, Stamp Cats. $325. ofF Co ver ,
Att rac tive . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225.00

# 2, Supe rb Margin s, Light Pressed Vert. Crease in Cover & Th ru
Stamp , T ied "On Nose" by Sharp blue "T HOY N.Y." Pmk. to V.F .
Small Fo lded Letter to Ca nada, 1850 usc, Most Striking & Att ract
ive . . . . . . . . . .. $185.0()

# 2, Superb , Neat ly T ied by Blue Grid to V.F. Clean Cover " PH ILA,
PA." Blue Pmk . To "MEM PH IS, TENN ." (About Y.1 of Pmk. Clear )
and Fo rward ed to Hu ntsville, Ala., Gem $385.0()

What else do you need in rare
or elusive U.S. or Possessions?

Your W ant List Appreciated
Satisfa ction or Immediate Refund

Glad ly sent on Approval with Heferen ces
Installm ent Payment Terms IF Desired

(No Interest or Carry ing Cha rges)

APS
SPA
CSA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2.122

TH E C H RON IC LE. publishe d by the U .S. Ph ila telic C lassics Society. lnc., at III Coun try C lub D rive. F ulton ,
Mo. 6525 1. Sec o nd-cl ass pos tage paid at F ulto n, Mo. Subscr ip tion price SI4.00. A yea r 's subscription is in 
cluded in memhership in the U .S. Ph ila teli c Classics Society, wi th S7.50 of eac h me mb er 's du es a pportioned 10
pub licutio n of The Chronicle, Pr inted in the United Sta les of A merica .
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HARMER ROOKE'S

Search for Stamps

AT Harmer Rooke, we are constantly searching for fine
stamps and collections for our clients. We seek United

States, worldwide and specialized collections, as well as
individual rarities and accumulations.

Our international reputation and professional integrity
are your assurances of a proper and true evaluation.

Estates and individual collections appraised for taxes,
auction or private sale.

We will travel when necessary and can arrange for im
mediate purchase at a favorable price. No property is too
large, no distance too great.

For direct inquiry, call Richard Gordon: (212) 765-3883.
Write for literature or auction catalog.

~nte,.nationa!Auetionj
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lHE EDllORIS PAGE
ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON

Editor-in-Chiel
Mortimer L. Neink en

- Jerome S. Wagshal

Editorial

A SALUTE TO MORTIMER L. NEINKEN

We salute Mr. Mortimer L. Neinken upon his reti rement after four terms
as president of the U.S. Phil atelic Classics Society. We salute him for what he
has accomplished in these four yea rs for our Society, and, indeed, fo r philately
as a whole.

Mr. Neinken would be an out standing member of our Society even if he
had never held office. A friend and student of Stanley Ashbrook, Mr. Neinken
has carried on the studies that Ashbrook
began. Mr. Neinken's scholarship has re
sulted in the publication of the definitive
handbooks on the ten cent 1855 -57 and
twelve cent 1851 -57 issues. And even these
magnificent work s have been sidelines to
the main thru st of his remark able studies
of the one cent 1851-1 857 . Mr. Neinken's
collection of the one cent stamps surely
rank s as the grea test ever assembled. Th at
Mr. Neinken was the first individual to be
awarded both the Stanley Ashbrook and
Ca rroll Chase cups by the Society is a re
fl ection of his scholarly achievements.

It is remark able that in addition to
these accomplishments Mr. Neinken has
had the time to lead our Society for four
years. He assumed the presidency after
distinguished service as vice president and
vice chairman of the old Unit. Technic ally
snea king, Mr . Neink en has been our presi
dent for almost the entire period of the
Society's corporate existence. During these
years our Society has flourished . Its membership rolls have grown . It has been ac
corded full charitable status by the In ternal Revenue Service. The publicat ions of
the Society have mai nta ined their trad itiona lly high standards. And its members
have enjoyed the rewardi ng philatelic association which the Society has made
poss ible in its man y meet ings and person al cont acts.

Mortimer Neinken's role in this record of accompli shment is clear. He has
not been a one man show, but rather a conductor who has led a symphony of
many talented nlayers. Th ose who know him and who have worked with him
have felt the influence of his remarkable talent for encouraging oth ers to accom
plishment. And with all this he has unfailingly fulfilled his own respo nsibilities of
office, the attendance at meetings, the acknowledgements of the achievements of
others, in short, the routin e of keeping things going. And in leaving he has
brought others to the fore to carryon.

To sum the matter up, Mo rtimer L. Neinken has done a wonderful job as
president of our Society. He leaves office carrying with him our affection, our
respect and our gra titude.
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ALEX S. JULIARD RETIRES AND LIQUIDATES HIS BUSINESS

Alex S. Juliard, now 65 , inform s us of his intention to retire very soon. He
has just issued his last "J uliard Classics" catalog and expects to terminate the
liquidation of his business ea rly in 1969.

Th e year 1969 will be the 80th anniversa ry of the existence of his firm, which
mu st be the oldest in the world und er one family management. Thi s year will also
witness its disappearance as non e of Alex's children show interest in stamps.

Loui s Juli ard, his fath er , had a stamp store in Brussels in 1889, later in 1900
he int rodu ced with Armand Dethier the stamp auctions in Belgium and held these
until 19 14. World War I stopped his philatelic activities but he resumed them
after the war on a mail orde r basis.

Alex S. Juli ard , att racted by the stamps of the form er Belgian Congo,
began collecting at age 14. He worked with his father at 2 1, first part time, and
headed the firm in 1938. Alex spent most of his life in Belgium except for World
War II. During that sad period he rented a farm in a mountainou s region of
Southern F rance where he and his family raised pigs and vegetables, working
with the " Resista nce" fighting the Nazis.

Unhappy with the "after-war" climate in Belgium and unsure about a last
ing peace in Western Europe the family decided to move to the Unit ed States
and settled in 1950 on the Main Line, in the proximit y of Philadelphia. Alex
once more started his stamp business. It was harder than expected because of the
com pletely different habit s of collectors and ways of dealings of the professionals.

Alex S. Juli ard's hobby is the study and recording on files of all that is
produced to deceive the philatelist. He has built over the years an important
documentation which he now intend s to prepare for an International Exhibiti on .

-Sol Salkind
A MESSAGE TO "GEORGE"

Thi s is written on New Year 's Day. By the time you read it in February, the
spi rit that moves us to write, now, will have none of the aid lang syne left to it.
Th e joy in rejuvenation eac h new yea r brin gs will have become lost in the humdrum
rou tines, the buzz of business , the procrastin ation of politicians "at work," and the
nagging tug at the raveI'd sleeve of ou r consciousness that " it' s later than we think ."
Of course, it couldn't be earlier!

When we were a boy, there was a saying, "Let George do it." It seemed that
if there was something to be don e, and needed doin g, there was always a "Geo rge"
who was there to roll up his sleeves and "do" whatever needed to be done . We
don 't know the etymology of the express ion, " Let George do it." Th e possibility is
that it was George Washington who was there-at Va lley Fo rge, or in the ridicu
lou sly heroic pose at the prow of the boat cros sing the Delaware, or simply ad
mittin g that he "did" it. when queried about the cherry tree. Or , possibly, it was
Geor ge Goethal s, who "did it" when it came time to plow the furrow from Atlantic
to Pacific in the ditch known as the Panam a Ca nal. ...

Etymology and history to the contra ry notwith standing, "Geo rge" is still
there "doing it." As we sit co rnpor tably on our bed of spikes lookin g over past
issues of Th e Chronicle, we note that there are a lot of Route Agent s who are
( again recapturing nostalgic ex pressions ) "Re al George." Like "George" Hart ,
"Geo rge" Simp son, "George" Graham, "Geo rge" Towle, George (the real McCoy)
H argest, and "George" Baker- to name but a few. We could add "George" Wag
sha l, "George" Neinken, "George" Schuh, "Geo rge" Salkind ... but let 's stop
here, having mad e the point conc erning those who, in arm y lingo, have "taken the
point. " When we were a boy, there was also an express ion that went something like,
" if you have something that needs to be don e, give it to a busy man ."

As we said, this is written on New Year 's Day, and if it doesn't quite hang

(COl/ t i l/ li ed 0 1/ page I I )
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 Covers From Minnesota Territory
CREIGHTON C. HART

Saint Paul was sent 200 five cent and 1,200 ten cent 1847 sta mps.
If it were not for the lat e Jefferson Jo nes, the one short sentence would tell

just about a ll there is to know about 1847 covers from Minnesota Territory . For
m any years J ones specialized in Mi nnesota covers and the fo llowing two letters
tell of his discovering a 5¢ 1847 cover from St. Pau l, his hope of acquiring it ,
losing it and his futile effort to find another one.

September I, 1955
Dear Mr. Hart :

In thirty years of collect ing Minnesota terri toria l covers I have seen only one
cover with a M.T. marki ng tieing a 1847 stamp. That was in 1928 when William
Mannheimer of St. Paul showed me a folded letter sheet written in 1850 by a Methodist
missionary to the Indians named William Peete which bore a 5-cent '47 tied by a
"St. Paul Min . Ter" postmark, similar to No. 301 shown in the Chase-Cabeen book
on territorial postmark s, Page 197 .

I asked Ma nnhei mer how he explained the use of a '47 stamp on a Minn esota
territori al and he told me the following story . The Rev. Peete had been called East
to a missionary conference in New York City and while there had seen his first postage
stamp. He evidently bough t a few copie s as souvenirs, tra nsported them back to Minne
sota territor y to show his friends and then used one on the letter that later came into
the possession of Mannheimer. The letter Peete wrote was addressed to a minister
friend at Prairie du Chien , Wiscon sin.

At the time I saw the cover in 1928 Mannheimer would not sell it to me. Aft er
Mannheimer 's death I tried to trace the cover but was never able to catch up with it.

Ju st one mor e thing bearing on the '47's-when I couldn't catch up with the
Mannheimer cover I decided to try and find covers addressed to Minnesota territory
bearing the '4 7 issue. The late Spencer Anderson of Ne w York helped in the search
and in twenty years we turned up just one cover. It was a folded letter sheet bearin g
a IO-cent '47 postmarked "Goshen, N .Y." and addressed to St. Paul, Minn . Terr.

Since rely,
Jeffer son Jone s

Dear Mr. Hart:
Septem ber 29, 1955

The "SI. Paul Min Ter." cancel on the Peete cover was in a dark red or maroon
color. T he strike was poor showing "SI. Pa Min " and a faint 'T" with the "er" scarcely
showing. As I sa id in my previous letter it is the only Minnesota terr itorial cover I
have even seen with a '47 stamp. I spent 30 years looking for a Minnesota terr itorial
bearing a '47 stamp; took on territorial pioneer famili es by the hundreds as I had them
searching their tru nks, etc . but no such cover ever turned up .

T he Peete letter was writte n in September 1850. I traced the heirs of the mission
ary, about 1930 , and finally found a surviving son living at Grantsburg, Wis. He went
th rou gh the fa mily tru nks, etc. bu t no territorial lett ers of any description were found.

Sincerel y,
Jefferson Jon es

Becau se th e Minnesota cover ha s not showed up again in th e past forty
years , so me M innesota sp eci alis ts doubt its existence. H owever, th e few known
facts co uld have hap pen ed as J on es re la ted th em. T he first and on ly supply of
5¢ sta mps was received at St. P au l o n Feb. 4, 185 1 so a 5¢ '47 cover dated in
September of 1850 had to bear a sta mp th at wa s carri ed there much as Jon es
re lates.
8



PAID

DOES THI S COVER REALLY EXIST?

The cove r illustra ted above is based upo n J on es ' descrip tion and upon po sta l ma rkin gs from sto mpless
cov ers of that pe riod . This composed cov er is show n in the hope that so me coll ector will reco gn ize
it and be a bl e to revea l the w her eabouts of th e o riginal if it re a lly e xists.

Th e 5¢ cove r reported by Jones still leaves unanswered wha t happened to the
1,400 sta mps that were sent to St. Paul from the Post Office Dep artment in
Washington . Th e official receipt book shows that the first shipment consisted
of the 10¢ sta mps only and was sent on Oct. 4, 1850 and arrived at St. Paul on
Oct. 17. Th is shipment of 300 ten cent stamps must have been well received by
the residents because on J an . 8, 1851 a second shipment was made to J . W. Bass,
the St. Paul postmaster. Thi s second shipment had 900 more tens and the first
supply of (2 00) fi ves and too k nearly a month gett ing there, not arriving until
Feb . 4, 1851 as was previou sly sta ted. Because of the large number of tens, in
cluding the reord er of them, it appears that most of the lette rs from St. Paul went
back east to relat ives or to commercial firms there. T here is no report of any '47's
being return ed to Washington unless they are included in the bulk report of stamps
return ed after Jul y I , 1851 .

St. Pau l was a small village in 1850 with a population of 1,11 2. Fo rt Snelling
was nearby but the entire popul ation of the county was only 2,22 7 so that '4 7
covers from Minnesota are expected to be rare. However, one or more '47 covers
hav e eventually been reported fro m other fro nt ier areas where a similarly small
supply of stamps was received . It is quite likely that one or two ten cent '47
cove rs from Minnesota will yet turn up as well as the " rediscovery" of the Jones
cover.

The illustration acco mpanying this article is a "constructed" cover and
agrees with the Jones description exce pt in two minor respects. Jones recalled
that "Saint" in the townmark was abbreviated "St." whereas it must have been
"SAINT" based upon stampless covers of the period . A stamped " PAID" is on
the illustrat ed cove r which is found on stampless cove rs of the period but which
Jones does not menti on . Such a "PA ID" may or may not be on '47 covers fro m
St. Paul. T he postmark s are dark red or maroon as Jones recalls.

It will pay, and pay well, for collectors to be on the look out for '47 covers
fro m Minnesota beca use Minnesota ns are avid philatelists and are notably par tial
to Min nesota postmarks, especially early ones.

If any memb er has any informat ion he can add to wha t is reported here.
your edito r will app reciate hear ing fro m him .
9



/lDot in U/I of the 5¢ 1847
CREIGHTON C. HART

Big and little mysteries have crept into phil ately since our early experts
started publishing their findings. One of the mysteries that has persisted since
early in the century is about the "dot in U" of the 5¢ denomination of our first
issue.

The first reference I have to it is by Dr. Carroll Chase in the Philatelic
Gazette ( 1916) although it probably was referred to earlier in one or more of the
ephemeral magazines aro und the turn of the century. Eu gene N. Costales listed it
as a varie ty in the first United States Stamps Catalogue, Specialized in 192 3.1 It
was next the subject of an article by Stan ley B. Ashbrook in the Fe bruary 28, 194 8
issue of Stamps. The article by Mr. Ashbroo k is the only one of any length to be
published on this mystery.

Th e article in Stamps has an illustration of a plate proof copy overprinted
"Specimen" and the stamp has a dot in the U. The "Specimen" copy is from a
proof sheet of the or iginal plate und oub tedly take n before any stamps were
printed. Mr. Ashbrook believes that this "Specimen" copy is the basis for Dr.
Chase 's statement and for the subsequent listing in the United States Specialized
Catalogue. Figure 1 is a photo graph of the illustration in Stamps and is here
repro duced with Mr. Lindquist' s permission. In his ar ticle M r. Ashbro ok goes
on to say that neither he nor Lester Brookman- had ever seen an issued stamp
of the "dot in U" va riety. Mr. Ashbrook concluded that the dot was not constant
and therefore it was an ink var iety rather than a plate var iety.

When the Arthur W. Bingham collection was sold in 1966 by Robert A.
Siegel, a copy of the stamp with the "dot in U" used on cover was included. Mr.
Lowell B. Stanley purchased this desirable cover and it now is in his collection .
It is for tunate that th is copy is on an entire cove r, which gives us its date of use

Figure 1
THE MYSTERIOUS MOVING DOT

Figure 2

The left illus tra t ion is f rom the proof sheet taken of the original plate and overprinted "Specimen."
Arrows point to the dot with a tail in the U on the proof copy and to the same dot on th e e nla rged
dra wing. The right illust ration is of th e iss ue d st a mp with a rrows pointing to th e dot on the sta mp
a nd its new location a s show n on the enlarged drowing. Here th e dot has gollen sma lle r a s it
moved to t he left .
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A Message to George (Cont inued from page 7)

togeth er as a message, perhap s it' s because it was n' t the spirit that moved us to
write, but the spirits . If the latt er is the case, then the spirits were poitergeists
" playful spirits"-suggesting that there are a lot of Tom 's, Dick 's, and H ar ry's ou t
there among you Route Age nts who arc really " Rea l George"- and we need you,
in 1969, to "do it." We need to have you write about your special fields, your
exciting " finds," your research. Thi s message, we hope, will not self-des truct in five
seco nds. We hope it will rema in with you and nag you. We knew a man who had a
horse na med "George." It was a nag. . . .

-E.A .C.
as October 7, ] 847 . Because of the year date we know that this stamp came from
the first order of 3,000 shee ts," and thi s is import ant. A photograp h of the 5¢
stamp on cover is illustrated in Figure 2.

Here are photograph s of the same stamp with an interval of not very many
days between impressions. Th e "Spec imen" impression was taken to test the en
graving soon after the plate was finished ; here we have a stro ng dot. The issued
stamp is from the ve ry first pr inting; here the dot is already fadin g. An enlarge
ment of the upper part of the " U" has been drawn on each illustrat ion to show
clearly how the dot changed in such a short time, i.e., after a few impressions.

On so little evidence it is riskly to spec ulate abo ut wha t ca used this moving
dot. Using wha t evidence we now have, it seems to your editor that the dot was
caused by a tiny piece of threa d fro m a wiping clo th adher ing to the plate even
before the proof sheet was taken. It would not take many imp ressions after the
ac tua l printing of the stamps started for the fragi le thread to disa ppear. From
the time the "Spec imen" proof was taken until the stamp was printed the th read
moved a wee bit to the left and the thin tail evident on the proof copy disapp eared.

For a variety to qual ify for listing in Scott 's Specialized Catalogue, it has to
be con stant , i.e., a plate var iety. ·l The "do t in U" is not constant and Mr. Ash
broo k was correct in calling the dot in the "Spec imen" copy an ink va riety." Th e
Philatelic Foundation has examined Mr. Stan ley's copy and they too agree that
the dot in this issued stamp is an ink va riety. If any co llector has additional infor 
mation abo ut the mysterious mov ing dot in the U, I'd apprec iate hearing about it
so that it may be shared with our members.

NEXT ISSUE : " 1847 Covers from Wisconsin and Wisco nsin Te rritory ,"
Arthur Va n Vlissenge n.

Foot note s

1 T he "dot in U" listing was dropped from Scott's Sp ecialized Catalogue after 1948.
Z Lester Broo kma n authored in 1942 a booklet ent itled 'T he 1847 Issue of United Sta tes

Sta mps."
il Th e U.S.P.O.D. did not place a seco nd or de r fo r 1847 stamps unt il May 13, 1848

according to the officia l Record Boo k in Washin gton . This da te has prev iously been given
erroneous ly as March 15. 1848.

4 Ty pical co nstant plate varie ties caused by foreign objects a re the stick pin and harelip
varieties of the IO¢ denom ina tion .

5 T ypical ink varieties are the extended frame line. both hor izon tal and ver tical. which
appear to be from line engravings on the plate but actually the engraved lines do not exist.
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THE 1851 · '60 PERIOD

TRACY W. SIMPSON, Editor
SYMBOLS USED IN THIS SECTION
To co nse rve space , the fo llowing symbols fo r the 3 ~ stamp o f the 1851· '60 issue are used
according to the prac tice of specialists in this sta mp fo r many yea rs. T he symbol is at left
of hyphen, an d its Scott 's U. S. Specialized number o r o the r designat ion is a t ri ght of hyph en .
Posta l markin gs a re in blac k unl ess o therwise speci fied.
T h ree cents : SI-IO; S2-l l ( incl. pla te 1 [l at e] ) in orange bro wn; S3-25 ; S4-26A ; S5-26.

The U.S. Express Mail Cancellation:
A New Discovery and Possibly the Rarest Known Usage

JEROME S. WAGSHAL

On e of the reason s for the fascination with which I regard the 1851-1857
issu es of U.S. stamps is their apparent inexhaustability as a field for new philatelic
discoveries. One might suppose that after the intensive study which has been
given to these issue s the opportunity for new discoveries had long since disap
pear ed , but as each edition of Th e Chronicle testifies, the flow goes on undimin
ished .

A discovery I recentl y made underscor es the infinit e va riety of these issues.
This new find is a copy of Scott No . 13, Type 1 of the ten cent 1855 issue, with
U.S . Express Mail cancellation. The Scott U.S. Specialized Ca ta logue has for the
first time listed such a canc el on No . 13 in its 1969 edition, the new listing being
based on th is copy. For reason s which ar e ex plained in this article, thi s ma y be
the rarest known usc of the U .S. Ex pres s M ail canc ellation on any of our ea rly
stamps .

This stamp is shown in Fi gure 1. It has been accorded a cert ificate by the
Phil atelic F oundation which states in pertinen t part that it is the " 1855 IO¢
green Scott No . 13 used " and that " it is genuine with U.S. Express Mail Boston
ca ncella tion. . . ." As can be seen, it is not in impressive condition, being cut
int o at the bottom, but the typ e ca n be clearl y distin guished .

Spurred by thi s discovery, I have reviewed the kno wn usages of the U .S.
Expre ss Mail cancellation , and have co me to some co nclusions which may be of
general inter est to students of the classic issues.

1. TH E R ELATI VE FREQUENCY W IT H WHICH THE U.S . EXPRESS M AIL
C ANCE LLATION Is F OUND ON TH E VA RIOUS EARLY U .S . S TAM PS

In thi s review I will make no atte mpt to distin guish between the New York
and Bo ston markings. Simpson indicates that the form er is the mor e common,
and Remele appears to agree.'

The frequ ency with which the U.S. Express Mail canc ellation is found on
the ea rly stamps of the United States is a function of the interrelationship of sev
era l obvious factors, nam ely th e per iod of usage of the mar king, the applicable
po stage ra tes , and the period of usage of the stam ps. Each of these fac to rs merit s
a brief comment.

A. The period of usage of the marking. Elliott Perry places these dates on the
use of the U .S. Express M ail markings ."

In red: From No vemb er 1842 to December 19, 1851 , and from Janu ar y 12,
1856 to Jul y 1856.

In black : From August 2, 1851 to May 1856, and from Septemb er 1856 to
November 1857.

T hese dates of course result in differenc es in the incid ence of the two color s
on the va rious issues. So far as I ca n determine :
12



Figure 1

T he 1847 issue is known only with the red cancel.
The 1851 issue is known with both red and black, although the black is far

more co mmo n; and
Th e 1857 issue is known only with black cancels.
Co nce ivably there may be a late usage 1847 sta mp with a black cancel, bu t

I hav e never heard of one. Nor have I heard of an 1857 stamp with a red cancel.
Eithe r of these would be a real rarity.

B. The applicable postage rates." Although there was an additional charge
levied by the Po st Office for letters sent by the origi na l express mai l which was
begun in 1836, there was no extra charge for the " Ex press Mail" during the decade
from mid- I847 through the time of the discontinuance of the cancellation in late
1857. On ly the basic postage rate for the distance between New York and Boston
applied to letter s with this marking. This basic rate during the period the 1847
issue was ex tant was five cents per half ounce o r less, ten een ts being charge d
for double weight letters. F rom Jul y I , 1851 , on, the basic postage rate for dis
tances up to 3,000 miles was reduced to 3 cent s per half ounce. Acc ordingly, it
would be natural to expect that the marking would be found most frequently on
the three cent sta mp and of course this is the case.

The frequenc y with which higher values would be needed would be de
termined by the incid ence of ove rweight lett er s. It wo uld be reason able to assume
th at the number of ove rweight lett ers would dec rease with eac h level of over
weight, that is, tha t there would be more one ounce lette rs than ounce-a nd-a-ha lf,
13



more ounc e-and-a-half than two ounce letters, and so on. A ten cent stamp
would seldom be needed if this were the case, since it would be used for part of
the postage of a letter weighing two ounces or mor e, or possibly it could serve
for an ounce-and-a-half letter with a one cent overp ayment.

C. The period of usage of the stamps. The U.S. Express Mail cancellations
were used throughout the period of the 1847 issue, so there are no complicated
variations as is the case with the two succeeding issues.

Severa l of the denominations of the 1851 issue were issued at a later date,
the one , three and twelve cent denominations being issued in 1851 , and the five
and ten cent denomination s in 1856 and 1855 , respectively. Furthermore, some
of the types or varieties of the one and three cent stamps came from plates which
were in use a relatively short time, for example, the one cent Type I, position
7Rle . Naturally, the denominations which were issued late and the plates which
were in use only a short time, being the scarcer items generally, would also be
scarcer with the U.S. Express Mail cancellation.

Th e use of the U.S. Express Mail marking on the 1857 issue is of greate r
rarity, relatively spea king, than on the two preceding issues because the issue
began in February 1857 and the marking was discontinued in Nove mber or
Decemb er of the same year. Thus there was only a relatively short period of
overlap between the period of use of the marking and the period of use of the
1857 issue.

II. S COTT'S CATALOGUE Q UOTATI ONS

Th e following tabl e, dr awn fro m the 1968 Scott 's United States Stamp Cata
logue, Specialized, represent s the pr actic al result of the interaction of the factors
discussed above. This tab le lists those stamps of the 1847 , 1851 and 1857 issues
which are kno wn with U.S. Express Mail cancellation s, and their prices. Th e
multiples given in the last column represent the number of times the basic used
pr ice is mult ipled when the stamp bears the cancellation.

STAMPS KNOWN WITH U.S. EXPRESS MAIL CANCELLATIONS

2.17
1.29

2.22
4.00
1.91
2.00

4.2 1
25.00

8.00

With V .S. Express
Scott No. Basic V sed Price Mail Cancellation

(/ ) (2) (3)

1847 ISSU E

I $ 57.50 $125.00
2 175.00 225.00

185 1 ISSUE

7 22.5 0 50.00
9 19.00 70.00

10 8.50 16.50
11 1.50 3.00
12 120.00 Listed but unpriced
13 175.00 Listed but unpriced
14 37.50 Listed bu t unpriced
15 37.50 Listed but unpriced
17 35.00 Listed but unpriced

1857 ISSU E

25 4.75 20.00
26 .90 22.50
26a 3.75 30.00

Basic Used Price
Increase Factor,

With V.S.
Express Mail Can cel

[(3) = (2) x (4)]
(4)

Assuming that the se 'catalogue prices are reasonably accurate reflections of
rarity, some interesting conclusions can be dra wn from this table. As for the 1847
issue, the fact that the price of the five cent denomination with the U.S . Express
14



M ail can cellation is increased proportionately much more than the ten cent wo uld
see m to mean that eithe r there wa s a lot of correspondence between New York
and Boston in the 1847-5 1 period which weighe d over half an ounce, or that
th e ca talogue prices fo r th e two denomination s with the cancel are somew ha t
unbalan ced.

It wo uld be ex pec ted that th e relative fre que ncy of use of the U.S. Express
M ail ca nce llat ion on the va rious denominat ion s and typ es of the 1851 issue would
be approxima tely the sa me as th e re lative rarity of the basic used copy of each
catalogue number. T his is roughly the case, though there is some degree of im
balan ce. T hus there wo uld seem to be no obv ious expla na tion for the fact that
T yp e IV of the one cent sta mp with E xpress Mail ca nce l sho uld be relat ively so
much sca rce r tha n Type II of th e sa me denominati on . The Ca ta log ue also indi
ca tes th at th e ca nce lla tion was used , re latively, a littl e more frequentl y on the
three cent o range-brown, No. 10, than on the ord ina ry No. 11 . As a matt er of
person al observat ion ove r the yea rs I believe th at thi s is an acc urate assess ment.
This could have resulted from unusually heavy m ailings between New Yor k and
Boston in the first six months afte r th e introduction of the July I , 1851 reduced
postal rates. If the T ype If of the one cent sta mp which bear s the U .S. Ex press
Mail cancellation is frequently from Plate 1e, the sa me explana tion would serve
to ex pla in the greate r re la tive rarity of the Type IV stamp with th e cancel.

The multiples of the ca ta logue p rice for th e three valu es of the 1857 issue
known with the U .S. Express M ail marking reflect the va rying degree of ove rla p
bet ween the period of use of each of the sta mps and the period of use of the
cance l. Thus th e grea tes t period of overla p was bet ween the va riety of the thr ee
cen t stamp produced from the imperforate pla tes, No. 25; the seco nd grea tes t
overlap was enjoye d by No. 26a ; and the briefest ove rlap was in the case of No .
26 . As ca n be seen. the multiples fo r th ese three numbers acc urately reflect these
decreasing period s of ove rlap .

III. TH E R ARI TY OF No . 13 WI TH U .S. E XP RESS M AI L CANCELLATION

Acco rd ing to the Ca ta log ue, Nos. 12, 13, 14 , 15 and 17 of the 1851 issue
are known with the U.S. Express Mail marking, but no price has been established
in Scott's for the m. This may lend so me support to the co nclus ion that the ra rity
of the va rious numbers of the 1851 issue with th e cance lla tio n is rou ghly in the
same prooortion as the rarity of the basic used co py, since all the num bers that
a re priced with the ca nce l have a lesser basic cata log ue va lue.

As can be see n fro m the tabl e, No. l 3. wh ich is the subjec t of this article,
has a high er cata log ue value th an any of the oth er number s of the 1851 issue
on whi ch the ca nce lla tion is known . Ac cordingly. it wo uld seem to be a reasonable
conclusion that thi s item is the rarest sta mo of the 185 I issue with the U.S. E xpress
Mail ca nce lla tion. F ur the r support for thi s conclusion ca n be gleaned from the
fact th at the other number s have lon g since been kn own with the ca nce llation,
whereas No. 13 was only recently discovered . Furthermore, No. 13 with the U.S.
Express M ail cancel is ce rtainly also rarer than eithe r of the two den ominations
of the 1847 issue o r any of the three den ominati on s of the 185 7 issue known with
the marking.

CONCLUS ION- P OSS IBLE DISCOVERI ES Y ET TO COME

The preceding tabl e reveals th at th e U.S . Express Mail can cell at ion is un
listed and presumabl y unknown on a number of major va rieties of both the 1851
and 185 7 issues. In the case of the 1851 issue it is unli sted on numbers 5, 6, 6b,
8, 8a, and 16. Some of the number s of th e 1857 se ries were issued afte r use of
the U. S. Express Mail cancel was discontinued , but th ere are man y number s
which were issued while th e cancel was still in use . These are Nos. 19, 20, 2 1
( Plates 2 and 4 ), 22 ( Plate 4 ), 23, 24, 28, 31 , 32, 33, 34 , and 36 (Plate 1) .
Som e of these vari eties-for example, th e perforated 99R2-are so rare in them
selves as to preclude any reasona ble hope that th ey can be found with the U.S.
15



Express Mail cancel. In the case of others, for example, No. 24, the period of
overlap is so brief that the possibility of finding a copy with the cancellatio n is
very small indeed .

Yet when one considers the total of all numbers on which the U.S. Express
Mail marking could occur but is now unknown, the overall possibility of dis
covering new numb ers with this cancellation becomes more likely. I think it is a
prediction bordering on certainty that in the future alert collectors will discover
one or more new numbers with the cancellation.

Until this happens, however , I regard the No. 13 with this cancellation as
the prize of the field.

Footnotes

1 Tracy W. Simpson , U.S. Postal Markings 1851-'61 and R elat ed Mail Services ( Berkeley,
Ca l. : By the Author 1959) 52 . C. W. Remele, United States Railroad Postmarks 1837 to
1861 (Sta te College, Pa .: The U.S . 1851-60 Unit, No. 11 of the Am erican Philatelic Society
[now the U .S. Phila telic C lassics Society, Inc.]), 157.

:! Elliott Perry, Pat Paragraphs (Westfield, N. J.: By the Author, 1931-1958 ), No. 32,
p.911.

:1 Data on postal rates taken from Carroll Chase, Th e 3¢ Stamp of the Unit ed States
1851 -1857 Issue (2d ed ., rev .; Springfield, Mass . : T atham Stamp & Coin Co. , 1942) , p . 213;
and Stanley B. Ashbrook , Th e United States One Cent Stam p of 1851-57 (New York, N .Y.:
H. L. Li ndquist, 1938) , Vol. II, p. 48.
* * *

New York 13-Bar Square Grid in Black

This grid was normally in red during the 1847 period and well into 1851
after which the color was changed to black , and also an l l-bar square grid added.
Mr. H. S. Nowak reported in Issue 59, the 13-bar square grid in black used July
7, 1851, Dr. B. R. Tilden now reports the same used July 3, 1851 which ties two
SI 's from plate 1(e) , of course , thus extending the usage in black almost from
first use of the issue.
1 2 3

~,. ~

rk'~( ~/
-"11/ t 1~N

4 5 7 8
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l llustra- US PM
tio n No . Sc hedu le

Description
(Dime nsio ns ill millimeters" }

Use d
With R eported bv

A-2 SUSQUEHANNA H D EPO ID /P A. C-33
K- 6. Incomplete spe lling. Th is postoffice
was on the Erie R.R. in Susqu eh annah Co .
T he postoffice nam ed only Susquehannali
was across the sta te, near H arrisburg

2 A- I I N . YORK & ERlE/D / R.R . C- 37
Newly discov ered , and the la rgest of Erie
R.R. markings o f the period.

3 A- I I LITTLE MIAM I X & C R.R . (blue ) C-30
has sa ns-ser if letters . Litt le Miam i, Xen ia ,
& Cincinnati R.R . M r. Towle assigns it
Rem ele No . L 6Y2 and see his re port on
page 32.

4 A- I NEW/ D/GA RDEN rimless oval 33 x 22
(see text )

5 A-8 BOSTON / D/6 cis (6 m m) surcha rged by
13-mm "3" all in red . On letter addressed
to Lee, Mass. Apparent ly the townrn a rk
co nta ining 6 cts was incorrectly used
hence surc ha rged. Not e a similar usage,
but with surcha rged "6," in USPM, plate
10

not illus- A-2 EAST PEPPER ELLID/MASS in red C-29
trated Has sans-serif letters and lines ext end ing

outwards from both sides of MASS. K-I
7 A-2 EAT O N / mss D /N .Y . C-26 in red with

ornaments K-I
8 A-3 4 mss Way J on lette r fro m Sutton , N. H. to

West Springfield, N.H. for co llec t stage
mail Way fee

not illus- A-2 NORTH AM HE RST / D / MA SS. C-32 K I4
trated dc (sa me type as the BER NARDSTON,

MASS. of Issue 59)

S5

S5

U IO

S2

S2

S2

SOl

S5

S4

J. S. Wagshal

J . S. Wagshal

Wm. Wyer

J. R. Kesterson

L. R. Ca mpbe ll

L. R. Ca mpbe ll

H. M. Spelman 111

G. 1. Bernadt

H. M. Spelma n 111

':' No te also that the headin g in Issue 60 sho uld read millimeters.

Note : Mr. Bern adt wr ites that the arc h, F REE, pictured in Issue 59, was applied at Sa ra toga
Springs, N.Y., as he has a similar cover to another town also that ori ginated at Sara
toga Springs .
The New Garden Mystery

Illustr ation No . 4 depicts another example of this townmark , in blue, re
ported by Mr . J . R. Kesterson who asks if any member has proof that this applies
to a town in Indiana (as stated in USPM on page 16) . He has two covers show
ing this markin g, and he is inclined to believe they are from the Ohio town of
that name, because both letters are addressed to different small towns in Ohio.
Curi ously, the tracing used in USPM shows a small manu script Ind adjacent to
the wording, and one of Mr. Kesterson 's covers similarly shows an 0 alongside
the marking, leading to the supposition that the l nd or the 0 may have been col
lector-applied. Both Indiana and Ohio had small towns of that name , New Garden
of Indiana being in Wayne County, and the town in Ohio in Columbiana County.
Both are listed in the PL&R's of the period , the one in Indiana being the scarcer,
judging by the reported postmaster 's comp ensation .
More About That Large Circular Townmark

From Dr. B. R . Tilden comes the answer sought on page 93 of Issue 59. He
sends two incomplete covers which clearly show that the outer-rim wording is
COTTON-YARN AND OSNABURG FA CTORIES. Th e question then arises.
how can both such words be associated with Factories? Inquiry among textile
people discloses that OSNABURG is not only the name of a town in Germany,
but that in the last century, and even later , it also designated a par ticular textile
that was originally made in Osnabu rg, Germany- a rough cotton cloth much
used for work clothes.
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Figure 9A

J. Walter Scott

Figure 98

John N. Luff

Figure 90

J . Walter Scott's Stamp Store, 1876-1882

Figure 9C

Eustace 8. Power

Illustrations courtesy of George T. Turner
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
The Three Cent Scarlet, Scott's No. 74
JEROME S. WAGSHAL

In the precedin g installment we looked to the question of how the Scarlet
came to the phil atelic mark et. All the evidence points to J . Walter Scott , the "F ra
ther of Americ an Phil ately" (see Figure 9A), as the person responsible. Scott's
sto ry of acquiring the Scarlet from the New Orleans postmaster was reported by
Lull (see Figure 98 ) and E ustace B. Power, the Gibbons U.S. represent ative
around the turn of the century (see Figure 9C) and this gave the Scarlet its phila 
telic status. However , Scott's story must be dismissed as untrue.

T he contempo raneous writings in the last half of the Nineteenth Century all
point to the conclusion that Scott obta ined the Scarlets in the late 1870's from some
source in the Bank Note Compa ny and began offering them at that time as genuine
stamps. Thi s conclusion is furth er suppo rted by the existence of copies of the
Scarlet cancelled with typical markings of the banknote period . Scott prob ably
crea ted these items by using them on covers mailed to himself at his store at 146
F ulton Street (see Figure 9D ) and, after May 1882, at his new shop at 2 17 East
9th Street. Th e ca ncellations on these Scarl ets are the ones which would have been
applied if Scott had mailed the covers to himself at the post offi ces nearest these
stores. Finally, Carl F. Rothfuchs, another ea rly dealer , was ident ified as the person
responsible for the int rodu ction to philately of the Scarlets marked with four hori
zontal pen strokes; these were prob ably among the items given him by the Post
Offi ce for helpin g to prepare the Post Office exhibit at the 1893 Co lumbian exhibi
tion .

In the previous installment, Figures 1, 2, 7, and 9 were courtesy of Mr. George
T . Turner , and photos were made by the late Mr. Henry A. Meyer.

We now turn our attention to the circumstances surrounding the production
of the Scarlet , and to the question of how it sho uld be treated in the catalogue.

II. TH E GENERALLY ACCEPTED OPINION THAT THE SCARLET IS
NOT A POST AG E STAMP

Although the way in which the Scarlets came to the philatelic market is not
definitely known , all authorities and experts agree that it was not issued by the
United States Post Office for the prepayment of postage.

Of all these opinions, perh aps the most significant is that which appea rs in the
Scott Ca talogues, genera l and specialized , that the Scarlet was "not regularly is
sued." Th is statement has appeared in the Special ized Catalogue since the second
edition, issued in 192 4. (Sco tt himself died five years ea rlier, in 1919 .)

Alth ough some philatelists have suggested that the Catalogue 's use of the
phrase "not regularly issued" contains a subtle, hidden qu alification by the use of
the word "regularly," I believe that such an interpretati on is unwarranted. If the
Scarlets had come from any Unit ed States Post Office, in New Orleans or elsewhere,
they would have been " regularly issued" even though there had been some error
involved in the issuance. Fo r example, the 24 cent 191 8 invert ed center, Scott C3a.
was regularly issued although the Post Office tried to obt ain its return . And the
same may be said of other errors, including errors of color. In short, when the
catalogue says the Scarlet was "not regularly issued," it is saying that Scott's New
Orlean s story is untrue, and that the Scarlet is not a postage stamp. Th ere is no
other reasonable reading of this phrase.

With the exception of Luff and Power, all philatelic author ities known to me
agree with the catalogue and are of the unanim ous ooinion tha t the Scarlet was not
iss ued as a stamp. Thi s consensus, a most remarkable phenomenon in a field fa
mous for bitt er divergence of opinion, began with Tiffany , who, as noted above.
sta ted in 1887 that the "better opinion" was that the Scarlets were pro ofs.
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The sa me opinion was sta ted eve n more empha tica lly ten yea rs later in
Mekeel's. It appeared on February 18, 1897, about a year before the publication
of Luff's art icles. T he author has never see n any referen ce to thi s excellent sta te
ment, and it is the refo re reprinted here in full: 35

Inquiry No. 39 7.

397. Why is the 3¢ scarlet not priced in the curre nt catalogue in a used condition?

Ans. We cannot speak for the publishers of the catalogue, and give the reasons which
influence them in any particular case, but there is a very good reaso n why the 3¢ scar 
let should not be priced used; in fac t, it could not reasonably be priced in that con
dition, for it was never issued for genera l use and there are no used copies on the mar
ket. A numb er of unused copies were penm arked and sold thu s at pr ices considerably
less than the catalogue quot ations, but these could hardly be classed as used. In our
opinion, such a stamp should not be cata logued at all, as it is nothing more than a
finished proof unt il placed in circulation in the regular way. On the other hand , it
would undoubt edly "pass the post" even now, and consequently merits the atten tion of
specialists in U.S. stamps.

398 . What stamp may be compared with the 3¢ scarlet in order to fix the correct
shade?

Ans. Ah, but this is not a shade! As we have indicated above, it will be useless to look
for the "scarlet" on old letters or among specimens of the ordinary 3¢ . Do not mistake
a deep red or a brick-red 3¢ for this rari ty, for it is very different from these. The 7¢
1870-73 and the Int erior set approac h the color very closely and are the nearest to it
of the regular ly issued stamps, but if you can get a set of cardboa rd proofs of the
1861 series, you will have before you in the 3¢ of that set the exact shade of vivid scar 
let which on paper is listed for the terrific price of $ 100. Ano ther arg ument, by the
way, for those who hold that the stamp is only a finished proof.

Ashbrook sta ted thi s in 1943, regarding the Scarlet :

.. . We all know that this item is nothin g more than a finished trial color proof. per
forated and gununedr"

Cy ril F . dos Passos wrote as follows abo ut the Sca rle t in the Essay- Proof Jour-
nal:

.. . What reason can there possibly be for including among the postage stamps of the
United States items which the cataloguer admits were not regularly issued? Items
which were not regularly issued cannot possibly be postage stamps and cannot possi
bly nave any place in a section of the Catalog devoted to postage stamps. Th ese items
are noth ing but tr ial color proo f impressions of the engravi ngs of the National Bank
Not e Company and deserve to be and should be listed as such under the sect ion of the
Catalogue comprising Tri al Color Proofs."?

In the sa me issue of the Essay-Proof Journal , Cla rence W. Brazer, then the
E di to r, sta ted that in view of its admitte d status in the Sco tt Cata logue, the Scarlet
" is not a postage sta mp but is a tri al co lor plate proof and properly sho uld be listed
in the T rial Color Proof section of the U .S. Cata logue ." :"

The only contemporary stude nt favoring th e recognition of th e Scarlet as a
postage sta mp appears to be Elliott Per ry. Mr. Perry does not co nte nd that Scott 's
story was true, or th at the Scarl et was eve r regul arly so ld at a United States Post
Office. Rather, he argues that the Scarl et would probabl y be acce pted for postage
if used on a letter, and tha t if the Post Offic e ch allen ged its use in a legal act ion it
would probably lose. Thus, in a letter to th e author dated July 25 , 19 67 , Mr. Perry
sta tes:

Regardless of how or when a genuine 3¢ scarlet came onto the mark et, in my opinion
it is valid for postage today . Th e burd en or proof of genuineness and sale at a post
office lies on the government-not on the purchaser of a stamp. How could any buyer
supply such proof? So in my opinion the P .O. Dept. could not prove that a scar let was
not issued and sold at a post office, and would have to recogn ize it as being valid to
day.i'?

It might be conced ed th at in some hyp othetical law suit brought by the Gov
ern ment to prevent or cha llenge the postal use of a Scarl et , it might have the bur-
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den of proof. But while recognizing Mr. Per ry's pre-eminence as a ph ilatelic
authority, the autho r will rely on his professional experience as a trial attorney
to state that the outcome of such a litigation would not be as certa in as Mr. Per ry
believes. Cases have been won with no mor e evidence than the "not regularly is
sued" statement in the Scott Catalogue. With this, the burden would at least shift
to the defendant to show some affirmative evidence that the Scarlet was issued by
a post office or lose his suit.

Of course the idea of such a law suit determining the status of the Scarlet is
highly fancif ul. Certainly no owner of an unu sed Scarlet would attempt to use it in
this way unless he were mad , and if he did, it is inconceivable that the Federal
Governm ent would attempt to prevent its use even if it knew of it. Such a law suit
would be economically ridiculous in view of the cost of the litigation in relation to
the possible gain in postal revenue. Thus the issue which the Scarlet poses cannot
be resolved by proj ecting the result of a hypothet ical law suit. It can only be set
tled within the framework of the philatelic community, and more specifica lly, by a
clarification of the Scarlet's status in the Scott Ca talogue. Th ere is sufficient evi
dence upon which to settle this question. And , in fact, the catalogue editors have
long since mad e their judgment of this evidence by their "not regularly issued"
statement.

Ill. WHY THE SCARLET WAS PRODUCED AS A TRIAL COLO R PROOF

Despite the general opinion that the Scarlet is not a stamp, but a finished
trial color proof , there has never been any explanation of why such a trial color
proof was made. In other words, how does the Scarlet tri al color proof fit into the
overall story of the 3 cent 1861 stamp? The definitive answer to this question ,
like the answer to the question of how the Scarlet en tere d the philatelic market, is
now lost in antiquity . However, recent discoveries rega rding the history of the 1861
issue permit us to make an informed guess. Accordingly, let us now turn to the
history of the 1861 issue, and particularly the history of the three cent denomina
tion .

F rom May throu gh November of 186 1, that is, for approxi mately six months
after the 1861 issue was first conceived, the Government and the National Bank
Note Company, the contracting manufacturers, had a continuing difficulty in ar
riving at a satisfactory color for the three cent stamp. In Au gust of 1861 , about
midway through this six month period of difficult ies, the 3¢ 1861 stamp was issued.
Th e reader may, therefore, find it of some help in this analysis to divide the color
developments of the three cent stamp into (a) those occur ring in the three
month pre-issue period , and (b) those occurring in the three month post-issue
period.

A. Pre-Issue Eve nts
The renewal contract which the Post Office Department had given to Toppan ,

Carpenter & Co. in 1857 for the previou s issue of U.S. stamps was for a four year
period . So on March 27, 1861 the Postmaster General adverti sed for bids on a
new contract for stamp manufacture . Each bid had "to be accompanied with a
specimen of the style of engraving and the quality of paper to be furni shed . . .
and the accepted bidder, before the final consumation of a contract, will be required
to prepare designs and furnish proof impressions of the engravings of the several
denomination s of stamps."!" Bids had to be in by April 30 , 1861.

On Friday, May 10, 1861 the bid of the National Bank Note Company was
accepted. In the written statement of acceptance, the Post Office Department re
qu ired the National Bank Note Comp any to "prepare designs and furni sh im
pressions of the several denominations of stamps, in shee ts, perfectly gummed and
perforated. . . ." 41

Thus the first samples sent by the National Bank Note Company to the' Po st
master General were those sent before April 30 , 1861 in respon se to the bid in
vitation. While we do not know what these items were, they were certainly not th e
Scarlets. These samples need only have been "specimens of the style of engraving"
of the company. In other words. they did not even have to be stamps or stamp de
signs. In fact , the National Bank Note Company would not have been required by
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the Post Office Department to "prepare designs and furnish impressions of the sev
eral denomination s of stamps, in sheets, perfectly gummed and perfor ated .. . ,"
if this had already been done.

The May 10, 1861 requirement that the Na tional Bank Not e Company "pre
pare designs and furni sh imp ressions of the several denomination s of the stamps,
in sheets, perfectly gummed and perforated . . ." constitutes an impo rtant fact in
tracing the history of the Scarlet, for it shows a reason for the existence of trial
colo r proofs made up into fully perforated and gummed sheets. For most of the
period from the Civil War to date, proofs were genera lly imperforate impre ssions.
In those early days of the 1861 issue, however, the Government wanted to make
sure of the finished product.

Our kno wledge of development s after the Government 's May 10, 1861 ac
ceptance is based upon communications from the National Bank Note Company
to the Post Office Dep artment. : " On Jun e 15, 1861 , about a month afte r the initial
acceptance of the National Bank Note Company's bid, J. Macdonough, the Secre
tary of the Na tiona l Bank Note Co mpa ny, reported to A. 1;-1. Zevely, the Third As
sistant Po stm aster General, that:

We have engraved in addition to the usual lettering on each stamp, the denomina-
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Figu re 10

Macdon ough to Zeve ly, June 15, 186 1. Probably esta blishes date of completion of Premieres Gravures
dies.

tion in figures, plainly and clearly, on eac h of the upper corners, and " U" "S" on
the lower corne rs.

All of the engravi ngs will be finished by next We dnesday (which wo uld have been
Iune 19- Ed. note) and we will forward for your inspection immediately after
proofs from the dies in black and in various co lor s. We have already transferred
and completed pla tes of the 10 and 90 cent s.

Figure 10 shows the original of this letter.

The next communication of which we have a record, was about a month and
a half later, on July 27, 1861 when Macdonough wrote to Zevely as follows:

We wrote you in relat ion to color of 3 ct. stamp sta ting the troub le we had met
with. Altho we continued to print in order to have a supply read y sho uld it be
absolutely necessary to deliver on the 1st August, we have also continued to ex
periment and late this af ternoon succeeded in a combina tion of carmine ink of the
precise tint you desired and which the printers think can be printed . We will write
you fully on Monday (wh ich would have been July 29-Ed. note) and send you
finished speci mens of all the stamps, complete boxes, envelopes, &c.

Mr. Boyd suggested we should write you and endeavor to have the time for delivery
of stamps postponed till the 15th Augus t. Should it be thought bes t by you to grant
this exte nsion of time, it would make up for the time lost in deciding upon colors.
&c. and would allow us to get an adequate sup ply ahead to meet any demand, even
should you not use the red stamps now printed. . ..

Figure 11 shows the original of this letter.

This is the last word we have from the National Bank Note Company on this
subject prior to the issuance of the 1861 issue on Au gust 16, 1861. Obviously,
much corres pondence is missing. Yet there is enough here to make an educated
guess that the Scarlet had not been produced before August 16, the date of issue.

The first of these two letters indicates that the Scarlet was not produced be-
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fore June 15. When Macdonough of the National Bank Not e Company wrote the
Post Office on June 15 to report that the engrav ing of the full designs of all de
nomin ations would be completed within four days, and that the die proofs would
be forwarded imm ediately afterwards, he was most cer tainly referring to the
Premieres Gravures. This precludes production of the Scarlet by that time.
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Figure 11
Macdanough to Zevely, July 27, 1861. The color selected for the 3¢ sta mp is not printing satisfactorily .

. We can also feel quite sure that the Scarlet was not produced after July 27,
Since Mac donough wrote that on that date the Na tional Bank Note Company ar-
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rived at th e "p recise tint . . . desired. " This would not have been the Scarlet, since
there was no ev ide nce the sta mp was issued in this sha de.

This lea ves the period from June 15 th rough July 26 . During thi s period th e
Nationa l Bank Note Company mu st have been experimenting with color since
M acdon ou gh refe rs in his July 27 lett er to a pr ior letter , which mu st have been
wr itte n between June 25 and July 26, in which he reported trouble " in rela tion to
the co lo r of 3 ct. sta mp." Standing alone th is might sugges t the possibilit y of pro
duction of th e Scarl et in thi s period , as a color experiment. However, the other
circums ta nces of th e situa tion indica te th e Scarlet was not produced in thi s June 15
July 26 peri od.

Undo ubtedly the principal color with which th e National Bank Note Co mpa ny
was ex perime nting in th is peri od was pink, th at is, the blui sh side of the red co lor
or the "carmine " to whic h Macdonough referred. The ex pe rime nts of which Mac
donou gh spoke were in all prob ability those which produced the va rio us sha des of
pink, rose pink and pigeo n blood and possibly some of the rose sha des. It see ms
unli kely tha t as divergent a color as scarlet wo uld have been used to print a supply
of sta mps at that time when all othe r exper iments we re so close toge the r in the
chro matic sca le.

I t is most importan t to note th at Macdonou gh ind icated these ex perimenta l
printings mad e before July 27 were being saved for use if they we re needed . Al
thou gh Macdon ou gh got his requ ested extension of issue date from Au gust 1 to
August 16, these ex pe rime nta l printings were prob ably ultimately delivered to th e
Post Office becau se of th e heavy demands for the three cent sta mp in the fa ll of
1861. The appearan ce of so many rich pinks and pigeon blood s in October and
Novembe r, 1861 can be ex plained by thi s use of the experimenta l print ings
which resulted from dipping into reserve stocks after A ugust 16.

T he fact tha t the Scarlet is not kn own used during the August-November
period of 1861 indica tes that it was not produced during June or July, that is, in
the p re-i ssue period . Since the Na tiona l Bank No te Co mpany saved the experi
me nts it m ad e befor e J uly 27 , and since these ex peri ments were appa rently used
afte r th e three cent sta mp was issued , it would seem reason able to expec t th at ,
like the ra re p igeon blood, at least a few exa mples of the Scarlet wo uld have been
found postally used had it been produced in the pre-issue period .

B. Post- Issue Events
After th e th ree cent sta mp was issued on A ugust 16, 186 1, the Post Office

Dep artment co ncluded th at the pinki sh sha des we re un sat isfacto ry. Elliott Perry
rep orts th e fo llow ing notice was "wide ly copied in the newspapers as ea rly as
September 5" : ~ :1

The color of the new three cent postage stamps has faded since they were printed,
owing to defect in the ink. The Post Office Departm ent will insist on an improve
ment in this respect, and the printers will second the efforts of the Department. In
a very short time the stamps will be issued in a br ighter tint.

T ho ugh it is not di rectly in point with the subject of thi s ar ticle, it is most
interesting to not e thi s conce pt of the pink stamps ha ving "faded since th ey were
printed." Assuming th at fading took place, and th at thi s is not merely an inacc urate
verba liza tion, occasionally found even with newsp ap ers in our day, fas cina ting
qu estion s are raised , viz: Wh at was the color prior to fading? And are the colors
which we kn ow tod ay as pink, pigeon blo od , and rose pink, t rue co lors as issued,
o r fad ed?

Ge tt ing back to the Po st Office Departm ent' s dissati sfac tion with the colo r of
th e th ree ce nt sta mp, th e semi-official U.S. Mail & Post Office A ssistant carried
thi s notice in the September issue. :'!

We learn from the Departm ent that the three cent stamp is not quite satisfactory,
or what was required of the contractors. It is understood that they will experiment
unti l they get a good decided carmin e, or dark pink- similar to the color of the
new white envelopes. On buff envelopes, the color shows imperfectly.

This notice mu st have been issued early in September , since E lliott Perry
reports it reprinted in Windsor, Vermont on September 20Y;

T wo letters from M acdonough of the Na tiona l Bank No te Compan y to A. N .
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Figure 12
Macdonough to levely, September 14 , 1S61. The Sank Note Company mu st again work out the brighter
color .
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Zeve ly, th e T hird Assista nt Postm aster General , indi cate wha t was ac tua lly taking
place bet ween the Bank Note Co mpa ny and th e Post Office at tha t time . T he first
letter is da ted September 14, 1861 , abo ut a month af ter the three cent sta mp wa s
issued , an d it reads as fo llows:

Dear Sir;
Yo ur favor of the 12th lnst. with specimen received. On the adop tion of the

present color , the memoranda in relat ion to the samples sent before, was [sic]
destroyed and we shall have to work it out again. We are prepari ng a specime n of
the prese nt color so deep in tint that when printed and dried, it will appear as
strong and br ight as the stamps you saw fresh from the press.

Very Respectfu lly,
J . Macdonough, secy

Figure 12 shows the original of thi s lett er. A lthough this lett er does no t specifically
mention th e th ree ce nt sta mp, this was undou bted ly the subject. It may be noted
that it, too, ca rr ies the inference of fad ing.

T he second lett er fro m Macdonough to Zeve ly is dated th ree weeks later, on
October 5, 1861, and rea ds as follows :

Dear Sir
Yo ur favor of 1st inst covering Philadelphia P.M. letter of 26 ult. with a

badly printed stamp received.
From what you doubtless observed when at our stamp depar tment of the

methods and guar ds agai nst the introduction of spoiled work amo ng the good work
you will th ink as we do, that it is impossible for many imperfect stamps to he
issued.

Our printers tear each sheet they spoil, sufficiently to mark it. the forewo man
of the gum ming room again marks each bad impress ion. the girl who cuts the
sheets, lays side every imperfect sheet she finds. and finally the perforators do the
same with all that pass thru their hands.

We have worked up the old color gradua lly and on Monday commenced with
the new enti rely, an d think you will be pleased with it.

Very Respectully
J. Macdo nough,

Secretary
T he origina l of th is lette r is illust rat ed in Figure J3.

So fa r as I can ascerta in , the existe nce of thi s Oc tober 5, 1861 letter has here
to fore been unknown to th e phila telic co mm unity and is now bei ng reported for the
firs t time. I t is a find of ma jo r importance. The last paragraph proba bly esta blishes
the dat e on which the Nationa l Bank No te Co mpany began to print the three cent
rose, Sco tt No. 65. It also indicates the existence of prior, interm edi ate shades.
(T he first part of the letter is a va lua ble descript ion of th e ma nufac turing process,
an d amo ng other thi ngs it is most inte rest ing to note that the pri nte rs and gumming
wo me n wo uld not th row away imperfect shee ts but m erely mark or tear them to
be picked out and th rown as ide at one of the next stages, a process which wo uld
appear to increase the cha nce that a badly manufactured sheet might be issued.)

F o r our purposes, the most important aspe ct of thi s Oc tober 5 letter is that it
appears to establish the firs t full day of man ufacture of the th ree cent rose , No. 65,
as Monday, Septembe r 30, 186 1. W hen Macdono ugh sta ted that the Ban k Note
Co mpa ny had "com me nce d with the new [colo r] ent irely," he was reportin g a co m
plete changeove r as of the pr evious Monday . His lett er was writte n on Sa turday,
five days la ter. It is th erefore unli kely that any other co lor than the issued rose color
wo uld be subject to his co mment, becau se it is not reasona ble tha t the Ban k Note
Compa ny would produce stamps of a new color for a full week witho ut having
first obta ined Zevely's p rior approval. T his would have been most foo lha rdy in
view of the ir prior difficulties. It may be noted th at , as in the case of his Sept. 14
lett er, M acd on ou gh did not specifica lly mention the three cent de no mina tion in
th e last paragraph of his October 5 letter but it is impossible to co nce ive tha t it re
fers to any other subject. By thi s tim e such refe rences to co lor in Macdono ugh 's
corresponden ce with Zevely mu st have been understood as be ing direc ted to the
three ce nt sta mp.

A no ther important aspec t of Macdo no ugh's Octob er 5 letter is the statement
th at the Bank Note Compa ny had " worked up the old color gra dually. .. ." T read
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Figure 13
Macdonough to levely, October 5, 1861. Starting to print the 3¢ stamp in "a new color."
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this to mea n that the Co mpany was makin g the changeover from the rose-p ink to
the com mo ner rose on the issued stamps gradually, by issuing intermedia te shades.
T he on ly other possible meaning which occurs to me is tha t the work in the Com
pany's co lor labor atory, i.e., the work of mixing colors, had come along "gradually"
and this is not something that Mac dono ugh would be likely to say to Zevely.

If Macdonou gh was referring to the issuing of intermediate shades between
the pink and the rose it is of great phi latelic interest to identi fy these intermediate
shades. There are muddy rose pink s known used in the fall of 1861 which would
fit the description of being interm ediate shades between the pink-ro se shades and
the common rose. Possibly the so-called " pastel scarlet" shade is also one of these
intermediates. This shade, despite its name, does not look at all like the Scarlet ,
though it might have a little sca rlet ink in the mixture of rose pink . Th e pastel
sca rlet is a soft co lor , much softe r than the true Scarlet, and is somewhat more
orangy than the usual rose pink shade. It appears fuzzy to the naked eye but
sharp when viewed under magnification. Elliott Perry reports that " the pastel
scarlet has not been noted with an August dating and probab ly came later." Re
ferring to the post-issue color cha nge of the three cent stamp, he states that the
pastel scarlet "may have been one of the experiments and obviously is too close
to ora nge-red to have been satisfactory for use on buff envelopes .!"

• Ba sed upon the abo ve correspond ence, I believe the Scarlet may have been
produced in the post-issue period, as a trial color proof, sometime between Sep
temb er 16 and September 23, 1861 .

• I think it was a trial color which was rejected by Zevely in favor of the
rose shade in which No. 65 was issued .

It is most un likely that the Scarlet was one of the intermediate shades pro 
duced for the transition from pink to rose. One glance at the Scarlet is eno ugh to
establish tha t it would not be an intermed iate shade between these two color s. The
fact that it is not known used in this period confi rms what is already an obvious
conclusion .

H owever the two Macdonough letters suggest that the Scarlet may have been
submitted to Zevely and rejected by him sometime between September 16 and 23 ,
186 1. Macd on ough's Sept emb er 14 letter pro mised a sample "of the present color
so deep in tint that when printed and dried, it will appear as strong and bright as
the stamps yo u saw fresh from the press." It must be conceded that this wording
would indicate the production of a var iation of the pink shade, that is, a bluish-red
stamp, rather than a change to the yellow-red or Scarlet. However, the overriding
consideration was to get a stamp that was "s trong and bright," and would stay that
way. The pinkish shades had alread y been tried and found wanting. T he Scarlet
would fit the bill. Moreover, the Compa ny had destroyed its memoranda of color
formulas and had to go back to first steps in developing the new color. Under these
circ umstances expe rimentation with the Scarlet becomes a distinct possibility.

This is the way Macdonou gh's two letters indicate the possible time of pro
duction of the Scarl et : His September 14 letter , promising a "strong and br ight"
specimen, was written on a Saturday. The ear liest this specimen could have been
submitted wo uld have been Mond ay, Septemb er 16. Macdonough' s October 5
letter indica tes that print ing of the rose began on Mond ay, Sep tember 30. An ex
cha nge of correspo ndence eould have been made in four days, or perhap s even
less on a matter of impor tance; for example Macdo nough' s Sep tember 14 letter
was in reply to one fro m Zevely of September 12. Accordingly, if Ma cdon ough
had submitted color samples as late as Mo nday, Sep tember 23 he could have
heard fro m Zevely by F riday, September 27, which would allow a day or two for
the printing of interm ediate colors before the full scale adoption of the rose on
Monday, September 30. All of this is of course in the realm of deduetion. But un
less further facts are discovered which are contradictory , it wou ld seem to be
reasona ble.

Brief menti on might be made of two possibilities which I have rejected . Fi rst,
there is the possibility that the Scarlet was the new color which Macdonough, in his
October 5 letter said was being used "entirely" and that after Zevely saw it he
did not like it , and required the whole week 's work to be rejected. I regard this as
unlikely. Seco nd, there is the possibility that Zevely came to New York to see the
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color samples, prior to October 5. The October 5 lett er refer s to a previous visit by
Zevely, but it would seem more likely that Zevely would have made an inspection
at a much earlier date, prior to the August 16 date of issue. This appears to be
confirmed by Macdonough's September 14 letter which indicates that Zevely had
previously seen stamps "fresh from the press" which stamps were of the initia l
pink color.

If the Scarlet was submitted and rejected in the September 16-23 period, the
pastel scarlet may have been the result of the printers putting a little of the scarlet
in the regular pink mixture, perhaps to use up ink which might otherwise have gone
to waste. It would be most interesting to see the results of mixing ink of these colors
in varying proportions.
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* * *
Earliest Use of the 10c 1869

Mr. Michael Laurenc e, RA. 511, would like to learn the whereabouts of the
1O¢ 1869 cover illustrated on page 168 of the second volume of the three-volume
recent edition of Lester Brookman's Th e United States Postage Stamps of the 19th
Century. This cover shows the earliest known use of the 10¢ 1869 stamp-from
New Orleans on April I , 1869. Presumably, this is the cover which provides
Scott's first-day listing of that date. The stamp is tied to the lower left corner of a
folded letter, which bears various transit markin gs, and a two-line "PA ID ONLY
TO ENGLAND." Mr . Laurence reports that he recently wrote Lester Brookman
about this cover. Mr. Brookm an replied that he has no idea where the cover is, as
the photo was lent him by the late Stanley B. Ashbrook. Mr . Laurence would like
to photograph the cover-in color-for a study he is planning on the 10¢ 1869
stamp. 1f any member knows the whereabout s of this cover , Laurence would like
to hear from him. His address is :

c/ o Editorial Department
Playboy Magazine
919 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago , Illinois 60611

And, no wisecracks, please!
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOW LE, Assoc . Editor
Railroad Markings

CHARLES L. TOWLE

L 6'12 42 1 = A = 5

( 1) Mr. William Wyer report s a very interesting previously unreported mark
ing which must be classed as extremely rare.

L 6 Y2 LITTLE M. X. & C. R .R. O. 30 mm. Blue, 1853-57.
Found on U.S. Envelope UI0 addressed to St. Mary's, Ohio. No back

address or year dat e. Marking would read Little Miami , Xenia and Columbus
Railroad, Ohio.

T he Columbus and Xe nia RR was incorporated March 12, 1844 to build
from Columbus to Xenia, Ohio. Construction began in 1845 but being suspended
due to financi al difficulties was not compl eted until Fe b. 22, 1850. Op erated by
own organization until Dec. 1, 1853. F rom that date until Nov . 30, 1868 was
operated jointly with Little Miami R.R Th e Little Miami was incorporated
March II , 1836 ; constru ction commenced in 1837 ; and was opened in August
1845 from Cincinnati to Xe nia, Ohio 65 miles. Effective sometime in 185 1 a
through posta l route was opera ted from Cleveland to Cinc innati , Ohio utilizing
Cleveland, Columbus and Cinci nnati R.R. from Cleveland to Columbus-138
miles; the Columbus and Xenia R.R between those points-55 miles and the
Littl e Miami RR from Xe nia to Cincinnati . Alth ough through trains oper ated
from Clevela nd to Cincinnati. it is not known if mail cars operated the entire
distance although an 1861 listing shows 4 route agents employed between Cleve
land and Cincinnati . Thi s was a trip of some 17 to 18 hours in the period of
this cover and it is very likely that agents laid over at Columbus or worked in
two div isions with a break at Columbu s. In any event it is likely that this mark 
ing was used by route agent between Cincinnati and Columbus, although its great
rarit y is not und erstood unless agents operated through for most of the period.
Tn this connection it is likely that Remele C 15-a, C 15-b and C 15-c and possibly
L 6 were used by Cleveland-Cincinnati route agents ra ther than for the contrac ts
shown in Remele.

* * *

(2) 42 1-A-5 Ma nuscript , Fifties. N.O.J. &G.N.R.R. 15.
Th is new manuscript marking of the New Orleans, Jackson and Great

Northe rn R R is reported by William Wyer. It is on U.S. En velope UI0 addressed
to New Orl eans with no yea r date or back address. Assigned Towle-Meyer catalog
number 42 1-A-5 .

* * *
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(3) 114-A-2 Manuscript ,
1838 . 20.

The writer has acquired an
interesting manuscript marking
which may well be a route agent
marking and possibly the earliest

114 = A = 2 recorded railroad manu script
marking. Used on the Utica & Schenectady R.R. it is tentatively assigned Towle
Meyer numb er 114-A-2. R.R. 12 in black ink on a stampless cover addressed to
Juliu s Tower, Esq. , Waterville, Oneida Co. , N.Y. In addition to manuscript mark 
ing cover bears a faint red double oval 32112 x 24 1;2 mm. UTICA, N.Y. PAID.
The 12 marking in manuscript is for 121;2 ¢ rate for 80 to 150 miles. A letter on
inside of folded cover is dated Albany Feb. 14, 1838 . Previously the earliest
manuscript marking reported was a Balto. R.R. Aug. 17, 1838 as reported in
AMERICAN PHILATELIST July 1954 . Earli est known stamped marking is
S.L. RAIL ROAD (R4-a) in Old English type Nov. 2, 1837 and was used on
the same route between Albany and Utica. Readers are requested to report any
other occur rences of this ea rly railroad manuscript marking which could have
been applied by route agent between Albany and Utica with the red oval Utica
being a forwarding marking. Your interpretation s would be welcomed by the
editor.

* * *

502 = A = 2 843 = A = 2

(4) Through the courtesy of Mr . Bert Keiner , RA 595 , we are able to
list two new types of manuscript markings as additions to the Towl e-Meyer catalog.

502-A-2 Manuscript, Fifties, M. & C.R.R. 18. M. & C. R.R. Oct. 12 is on
a cover with S 2 to Augusta, Ga. No year date or back address. Memphis and
Charleston R.R. opened from Memphis to Chatt anooga, Tenn. July 4, 1858.
Cover may have been used prior to its completion.

843-A-2 Manuscript , 1859, M. & M.R .R., 12. M. & M.R.R. June 2 1, 1859
on cover with S 5 pen-cancelled addressed to Huntsburgh, Geauga Co. , Ohio . No
back address. Milwaukee and Mississippi R.R. was opened in 1856 Milwaukee
to Prairie du Chien, Wis.

* * *

(5) NI5-g. In Chronicle 32 a new NEW YORK & PHILA. R.R. marking
30 mm. Black, 1857-61 was reported. The writer has acquired a NEW YORK
& PHILA. R.R. marking exactly matching N15- g but with a dot under the A
of PHILA. and with marking in red on an 1850 stampless cover Baltimore, Md.
to Providence, R.I. It is believed that the marking shown earlier is a strike from
a worn cancelling device and that the 1850 marking is complete with the dot
under the A. Accordingl y Red should be added as a color to listing of N15-g and
period changed to I850-57.
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Edito r
The 21 Cent American Packet Rate to France

Prepaid by Postage Stamps
September 1, 18S1-January 1, 18S7

From the effective da te of the U.S.-British postal treaty of December 15.
1848 until April I , 1857 , letters posted in the United States addressed to Franc e
to be sent in the British open mail by an American packet requ ired a prep ayment
in the Unit ed States of 2 1 cent s for a half ounce lett er. Alth ough this ra te re
mained unchanged for about eight years , there are notab le cha nges in the
United States, British , and French markin gs appea ring on these covers.

During the period from Ju ly 23, 1849 to Sept emb er I , 1851 , all letters from
the United Stat es sent in the British open mai l to France show a collection in
F rance of 15 decimes per 7 Yz grammes, whether they were conveyed across the
At lantic by a British or an American packet. Until the midd le of 1851 , the Lond on
office applied to these covers a "COLONIES/ &c. ART. 13" marking (latest
seen, Jul y 15, 1851 ) . An y cover addressed to France showing a prepayment of
2 1 cent s in United Stat es postage stamps and a collection of 15 decimes per 7 1/2
grammes in F ra nce would be a great rarity. Thi s editor has never seen one.

A provision al agree ment between Great Britain and F rance reduc ed the
French collection from 15 to 8 decimes per 7Yz gr arnrnes on letters conveyed by
A merican packets. T his rate was placed in force by a French "Circulaire No. 67"
dated September 1. 1851. 1 and was reaffirmed by a decree dated November 19,
1 8 5 1. ~ It remained in effect until January 1. 1857.

Th e Am erican packet service to Europ e was maintained by the Collin s Line.
running between New York and Liverpool; the New York-Havre Line, running
between Ne w York and Havre , via Cowes (Sou thampton ) ; and the Ocean
( Bremen) Line, running between New Yo rk and Bremerh aven, via Southampton .
Af ter 1852 there was scheduled from New York an Am erican packet sailing
on eve ry Saturday. But as Postmasters General were to learn to their sorrow.
it was on e thing to schedule sailings, and anoth er to have them maintained .
Whi le the Collin s Lin e made its scheduled 26 trips a year from 1852 through
1856. the Ne w York-Havre Line made its scheduled 13 trip s only in the year of
1855 . and the Ocean Line made as many as 12 trips only in the years of 1855
and 1856.

The Cunard Line was running between the Unit ed States and Liverpool
weekly , sa iling from the ports of New York or Boston on alternate Wednesdays.
Briti sh open mail serv ice to France by Briti sh packet was, therefore, weekly on
Wednesdays, the ships of this line performing 52 trips a year. Since the New York
H avre Line ran direct to Havre, British open mail service to France by American
packet was maintain ed only by the Collins and Ocean Lin es, and in no year did
the number of trips exceed thirt y-eight.

Although the Collins Lin e emphasized speed, and its fast passages were in
flating American prestige, it was unable to attract a proportion ate share of letters
addresse d to France. In his annual report for 1854, Postm aster Gen eral Campbell
pointed out that the number of letters to France carried by the Collins Line was
less than one-fifth of those carried by the Cunard Line." During the year of 1855 ,
however , the Collins Line ca rried a greate r proportion of letters to France than
in any other year. This was a direct result of the Crimean War.

Shortly afte r the out-break of the War, the Briti sh and French gove rnments
took over certai n ships of the Cunard Line for service as troo p tran sports. The
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Cun ard Line, therefore, abandoned its New York service, but maintained its fort
nightly sailings from Boston with the ships America, A sia, Canada, and Africa. At
the request of the Postmaster General, the Collins Line changed the dat es of its
sailings from Saturdays to Wednesdays. Each line made 26 trips during 1855, so
that there was a sailing for Liverpool from Boston or New York on every Wednes
day. After the War the Cunard Line resumed its sailings from New York, and
the Collins Line returned to Saturday sailings. The last sailing from New York by
the Cunard Line was by the Africa on December 13, 1854, while the first sailing
from New York, after the New York service was resumed, was also by the Africa
on Febru ary 6, 1856. The first Wednesday sailing by the Collins Line was by
the Pacific on December 27, 1854 , and the first Saturday sailing, after the Cun ard
Line return ed to New York , was also by the Pacific on Janu ary 5, 1856. The
Ocean Line, which also carri ed British open mail letters addressed to France,
made its maximum number of 12 trips during 1855. During that year, therefore,
British open mail letters to France was conveyed by American packets on 38
trips from New York, and by British packets on 26 trip s from Boston.

Covers addressed to France showing a prepayment in postage stamps of
the American packet open mail rate prior to 1855 are seldom seen. All such covers
seen by this editor passed through the New York office and are struck with a New
York packet markin g bear ing a date which was a Saturday. Far the greater porti on
of Briti sh open mail covers to France by American pack ets (th e rate prepaid by
postage stamps) that have been preserved to us, show an 1855 use and an Ameri
can pack et marking whose date indicates a Wednesday sailing. The only American
packet open mail covers to France during 1855 whose packet marking shows a
Saturday date were conveyed by the Ocean Line. During 1856 the Cun ard Line
regained its high proportion of the British open mail addressed to France. Ameri
can packet covers again bear markings showing a Saturday sailing date. During
the year of 1856 the Collins and Ocean Lines combined to make only 38 trips
as comp ared with 52 trips made by the Cunard Line.

.._-<- -
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Figu re 1

The cover illustrated as Figure 1 is reported by Mr. Arthur E. Beane, J r.,
RA 845 . Posted in New Orleans addressed to Nan tes, this letter weighed over
three-fourths, but not over one ounce, and was accordingly prepaid 42 cents in
United States postage stamps. The "NEW-YORK/ AM. PA CKET" markin g
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bears the date of May 17 ( 1856), a Satu rday, and on that date the U.S.M .
stea mer H erm ann of the Ocean Line sailed from New York . This letter was in
cluded in the "English" bag which was sent thro ugh the Southampton office to
London ( Londo n marking on reverse ) , and thence to the trav elling office, Ca lais
to Pari s, which rated the letter for a collection of 32 decimes. T his was four times
the single rate of 8 decimes. At upper left is a manu script "23 ." This marking has
been noted on another cover that shows a quadrup le rate collection in Fra nce .
The significance of this marking is not known to this edito r, and he would
greatly ap preciate hearing from any reader who knows its meanin g.

Figure 2

F igure 2 illust rates a cover posted in Philadelphia on May 27, 1853. T he letter
is addresse d to M r. Charles Topp an in Par is, and is signed by Samu el Carpent er ,
bo th of whom were of the firm of Toppan, Carp enter , Cas ilear & Co. , which
produced the stamps appea ring on the cover. Th ese sta mps represented a pre
paymen t of th e 2 1 cent American packet rate for a lett er not over half an ounce .
The letter is endorsed "Steamer/ pr Baltic/May 28." The New Yor k America n
pac ket marking is also da ted May 28, and on that date in 185 3 the U.S.M .
stea mer Baltic of the Co llins Line sa iled from New York. T he letter was for 
wa rded by the London office (mar king on reverse) to the Paris office, which
marked it fo r a dou ble rate collection of 16 decimes, indicatin g that the lett er
weighed ove r one- fourth ounce. At upp er left is a manu scrip t "8," the significa nce
of which is not known to this editor.

The total pos tage on this letter , which is 53 cents (2 1¢ U.S. and 32 cents
F rench ), is less than it would have been if it had been sent by British pack et.
H ad it been sent by British packet. 5 cents would have been prepaid in the United
States, and 26 decimes (52 cents) would have been collected in France, for a
tota l postage of 57 cents. Postmaster General Ca mpbell attributed the failure of
the Co llins Lin e to att ract mail to France largely to the fact that the postage on
letters by British pack et was six cents less than by American packet." This was
true, however, only of lett ers whose weight was not over one-fourth ounce . Lett ers
of grea te r weight were either cheaper by American packet , or the differenti al in
favor of those by Briti sh packet was only two cents. If it were tru e that cheaper
postage would attract more mail, then the New York-Havre Line should have
carried the bul k of the Amer ican packet mail to F rance, for the total postage on
a letter by th at route was chea per than by Bri tish open mail by America n packets.
The New York-H avre Line. however, ca rried little mail. The British pac ket serv ice
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was performed excl usively by the Cunard Lin e wh ich maintain ed regular , week ly
sailings, while the Am erican packet service for British ope n mai l rested up on thc
Co llins Line, which sailed only once in two weeks, suppleme nted by the somew ha t
irregular (especially in winter) sailings of the Ocean Line. T his leads to the co n
clusion tha t frequency , regular ity, and cert ainty of serv ice were of grea ter im
po rta nce in attracting mail than were small differenti als between postal rates.

Footnotes

I Salle s, Raymon d, La Poste Maritim e Francaise Historiqu e ct Cat ulogue , vol. IV; p. 280.
~ See Chronicle No. 37, pp. 2-4.
:l Op. Cit. , p. 23.
.J Se nate Executive Do cum ent No. I , 33rd Con gress , 21/d session, Serial 747, p. 633 .
The Cover Corner

J . DAVID BAKER, Editor
Answer to Problem Cover in August 1968

T here appear s to be no one who has the abso lute answer to this quest ion .
It is our opinion that the "U .S. Gov 't" hand stamp was man ufact ured and applied
in the twen tieth century by someo ne who has enjoyed ad d ing pos ta l mark ings
to inexpen sive old cover s. Th e owner sho uld check all ma rkin gs under ultraviolet
ligh t.

i

l

Our New Problem Cover

T his cover was sent to your editor by Herman Herst, J r. The problem ques
tion here is "Why did someone try to remove the I¢ sta mp?" ( Pa rticular ly wha t
looks to have been a beaut iful cen tered margin cop y!)
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POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

W e spe cia lize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered ,
Special Delivery and other special usages . We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 02108
A New Auction Every 6 Weeks.
Every sale includes over 3300 lots of stamps and
covers of United States and Possessions, Great
Britain and colonies, and General Foreign.

Cllllliog free U!JOIl request

Large r etail d epartment f caturing
Un ited Sta tes, mint and u sed,

Prom nt lrulioidunl A tten t ion Given to 'Valli Lists,

STAMPAZINE
( Est . 1937)

30 WEST 46th ST .
NEW YORK~ N.Y. 10036

PL·76531
OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specialty
Writ e for my-

FREE SPECIAL LISTS OF OLD U.S. COVERS
App rovals gladly sent to U.S. Philaletic Classics Society and A.P.S. members

The AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

Pap er Bound, Postp aid $5.00

E. N. SAMPSON
P.O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810
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1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS
ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE
SURE TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND
INSPECT AN OUTSTANDING AR·
RAY OF THESE CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR
AUCTION CATALOGS AS THESE
ISSUES ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J . 07078

Charler member of U.S.
Philatelic Classics Society
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA·

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
P. O. Box 488

Lexington, Mass. 02173

APS
USPCS
CSA
JUST AFEW NICE ITEMS
U.S.-15¢ BLUE PAPER NO. 366-YF PLATE NUMBER

Block of Six-Net $2,500

DUTCH INDIES-JI-J2 EACH ON SEPARATE COYER
Finest Set Known-Net $3,000

NATAL NO. 3-F-YF TIED TO COYER-Net $2,000

Estate Liquidators
100 West 42nd St. New York, N.Y. 10036
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

u.s. # 10 first da y covers, a lso earliest
uses of an y pre 1900 stamp or first day s of
var ious post al ra tes. Sen d prices. R. L.
Markovi ts, P.O. Box 744, N.Y., N .Y. 10005.

u.s. # 10 plat e nu mher pieces on cover ,
off cove r, including some imprints neede d.
I bought the H icks plat e numbers, so wants
a re few . Please ad vise what you have. I may
he ab le to trade, although I wou ld prefer to
buy. R. 1.. Markov its, Box 744, N .Y., N .Y.
10005.

Nee d plat ing ma terial on the One Cent 185 1.
Wou ld ap preciate loans of pairs or strips from
Plate 3 and Plate 1 I. Needed to complete
plate reco nstr uct io ns. Mo rt imer 1.. Ne inke n,
200-5th Ave., New York City 100 10.

Covers : Collec tor with fine stoc k stampless,
5 1's-57's, Patrio tics, l1Iustrated Advertising,
fancy cancels, etc . Send want lists to : W. R.
Gib son, 1036 Broad way Ave ., Holbrook , N.Y .
11741.

19th Century Philatelic magazines by loca l
ity, name of mag or to pic. We may have your
own hom etown or state as one of the pub
lishers in the 90's. E. Mattapan, Pittsfie ld,
Denver, etc. Sol Sa lkind, 3306 Rocham beau
Ave ., Bro nx, N .Y. 10467.

Ashbrook's Special Services in Xerox in
cluding most photos fo r sa le. Need privately
co mpi led index fo r same. Send for my lite ra
tu re list. Specializing in CC P want lists and
lo ts. James Keste rson . 628 Penna. Ave.. Dela
ware, Ohio 430 15.
YOUR CLASSIFiED ADVERTISEMENT HERE WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF
INTERESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE,
THIS IS THE PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGE! SEE RATES, BOTTOM OF PAGE 4.
TOTAL
LIQUIDATION

Soon the nome " J u lierd ." wh ich ha s been
associated w ith philately for now 80 yea rs,
will disappear as I have decided to ret ire
and liquidate my business .

The last (1969)

JULIARD CLASSICS
" Q ua lity pre 1930 Stamps"

has been recently issued with spe
cial prices. From Dec. J on there is a
new 10 0

/ 0 discount on these prices,
after Feb. J it will be 15%, up to
30% in May.

Don't miss this unusual opportunity,
send 20¢ to

Alex S.Juliard
Bry n Ma'W" r Fa.le010

(Est . by L. suuer« , lBB9).
40
YOU BETTER BELIEVE IT!

Your Sales Department Manager is
Dr. W. F. Amonette.. ..

His address is 204 8th Street, Radford,
Va. , 24141. ...

And he wants you to know that he has
in his custody a very choice cross 
section of the "classics" placed with
him by your fellow Route Agents for
sale.

While opportunity knocks, why not
knock out a query to you r Sa les De
partment citing your interests? Per
haps you 've been knocking yourself
out, knocking around for just the thing
wa it ing to be knocked down to you by :

DR. W. F. AMONET·iE
204 8th St. Radford, Va. 24141






	Cover
	Front Cover
	In This Issue
	The Editor's Page
	A Salute to Mortimer L. Neinken
	Alex S. Juliard Retires and Liquidates His Business
	A Message to "George"

	1847 Period
	1847 Covers from Minnesota Territory
	"Dot in U" of the 5¢ 1847

	1851-61 Period
	The U.S. Express Mail Cancellation: a New Discovery and Possibly the Rarest Known Usage
	New York 13-Bar Square Grid in Black
	Newly Reported Markings Associated with U.S. Mails
	The New Garden Mystery
	More about That Large Circular Townmark

	1861-1869 Period
	The Three Cent Scarlet, Scott's No 74
	Earliest Use of the 10c 1869

	Railroad Markings
	The 21 Cent American Packet Rate to France, Prepaid by Postage Stamps September 1,1851-  January 1,1857
	The Cover Corner
	Answer to Problem Cover in August 1968
	Our New Problem Cover


