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!! WE NEED STAMPS !!
THE TWO OF US

!! WE NEED STAMPS!!
ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC.

"The House of Classics" is always
in the market for single rarities,
entire collections, covers and ac
cumulations.

Prompt cash is always available
to any amount for desired ma
terial.

Our constant need for choice
material made necessary by the
insatiable demands of our clien
tele enables us to pay the top of
the market.

What have you to offer us?

ROBERT A. SIEGEL
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

Our Auction Firm is open to re
ceive suitable material for future
auction sales.

Wanted are single rarities, worth
while collections, covers, accu
mulations, dealers' stocks, in fact
anything of philatelic merit.

Our terms for selling are the most
favorable available anywhere ...
20% commission on realization
with no lotting fees or other
charges. Full settlement five weeks
from date of sale. And ••. We
will, if desired, make a generous
cash advance pending sale with
no interest charge.

What have you to offer us?

We will trove' anywhere to inspect worthwhile properties.

Even though there's liThe Two Of Us" the

same address and telephone number will

make our joint services available to you.

10 East 52nd Street New York, N.Y. 10022

Phone (212) 753·6421



CLASSIC STAMPS

are a lwa ys ava i lab le for sa le throug-h

o ur specialised stamp sa les in London

(G rea t Britain , Brit ish Em p ire an d

o ther co u n tr ies) and Bask (m ostl y

European co u n tr ies). IF(~ shall be

I lI/ jJjJ\' 10 se tu l y O Il a sa /ll jJle catalogu e

and / ov d eta il s o f o llr su bscvi pt ion

rai l' S.

Long d istance b id d ing is n o probl em . . . t he ca ta logues are c irc u la ted

we ll in advance o f th e sa les and com pr ise d et ail ed d escriptions, helpfu l

est im a tes a nd man y illustrations (o ften in co lo u r). Th ese luu ulbook s

[o rm a re liab le basis a ll w h ich the clie n t fWIII overseas C(/ II p lace hi s

b ids with con fide nce.

" 'e a lso se ll b y pri va te treaty-det ail s o f cu r re n t p roperties a re avai l

a b le fr om Daui«! i\] lI.\cotl a t o ur head o ffice:

Robson Lowe Ltd.
50 Pall Mall

London, S.W.1.
England

Cables: Stamps , London, S.W.1.
Telex: 915 410

" 'est Coast ..\ gem : Lt. Cd r, \\' 111 . H . Well s,
P.O . Box :; ' ;'. Sa n Lea nd ro . Ca li L !JF,/I .

HOlie ll Tcpl y inl/ t o thi." a ti v er t i"w Hlc u t ph!ase m en 
t ion that. yu u H Iif' it i n " C II IlO iV / C I .E. "

AUCTION PROGRAMME
for MAY . . .
1:1: E URO I'E. 14 : THE AMER ICAS

wi th C:ol o m hia and Ecu ador (ho th

with ra re Scadta a irma ils). Do mi ni can

Rep u b li« a nd U.S...\ .; lIIall Y a irm a il

issues, 15: AF RO /ASIA . 28 : BR ITISH

:-iO RTH A:\ I ER ICA. 2!1: JlR ITISH

WEST I:-iDl ES.: 311: BRIT ISH AF R I

CA, AS I A, A:\ IERICA a n d EUROP E.

Ca tttlog nrs _} ea ch inchuling srcmul

class ai rm ail !JOs/ ag l'.
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"SELECTED"
u. S. COVERS-PART 2

# 7 (1 ¢ Ty. II) , V.F. , Tied "BOSTON-MAY I -PAID" on V.F.
Folded Circular With Printed Date "BOSTON, MAY 1, 1851"-Once
Conside red Earliest Known Use-Now Considered Printer 's Error
1851 for 1852! Most Interesting . $100.00

# 7, Ju st Fine to Sup erb Horiz. Strip 3 ( Pas. 64-6L2 ), Tied "MOUNT
CLEMONS, MICH." To V.F. Cover , Cat. $100+ $ 65.00

# 7, VF-S Sht. Marg. (Corner? ) Copy, Brilliant Hich Color W ith Clear
D.T. on Tiny Embossed Ladies En veI., No Pmk., Drop Letter to
"ROMEO, MICH." $ 35.00

# 7, F-VF Fresh & Bright, Tied Sharp "BOSTON- l JUL.-PAID"
Pmk. on V.F. (F IR ST DAY?) Cov er, Beauty . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 65.00

# 7 Uncan., & # 9 PAIR V.F., Tied by Pen Can. on Fine Folded letter
Pmk. "INDIANOLA, TEXAS"- "FEB 10 ( 1853)", Rare Use $ 75.00

# 8A (Ty . 3A) , V.F . + Rich Color, Tied "CHICAGO, ILL.-JuI. 20,
1857" to V.F . Cover, With P.F . Cert., Cat. $150+ .$115.00

# 9 (Ty . 4 ), Neat BLK. .3, F-VF, Tied Black Grids to V.F. + Cover
Pmk. "WAUKE GAN, ILL." , ATTRACTIVE $ 65.00

# 9 Vert. PAIR, Tied "N.O., LA."-"May 25 (1856 )" on V.F. Fo lded
Circular to "LIVERPOOL" Wi th "2" Due marking . .... $ 50.00

# 9 Single & Pair, F·VF, Tied on Superb UI0 Entire Tied by Brilli ant
GREEN "RALEIGH, N.C."-"JAN. 23 (1856 )" Pmk. , With Separa te
Full Strike on Cover, to Boston. A GEM $300.00

What else do you need in rare
or elusive U.S. or Possessions?

Your Want List Appreciated
Satisfact ion or Immediate Refund

Gladly sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired

(No Interest or Carrying Charges)

APS
SPA
CSA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone : 617-523-2522

T HE C H RON IC LE. p ubli shed by the U .S. Phil a telic Classics So ciety, In c., at 10 Count ry Club Drive, Fu lton
Mo . 65251. Seco nd-class postage pa id at F ulton. Mo . Subsc riptio n price $ 14.00. A yea r's subscr ip tion is in :
c1udcd in membership in the U .S. Phil at elic C lassics Soc iety . with $7.50 o f eac h membe r's dues apport ioned to
pu blica tio n of The Chro nic/e . Pr in ted in the Unite d Stat es of A merica .
42



~be ((bronicle
of tne W.~. ([(a~sic 190stal 3J~5ur5

May, 1969 Published Quarterly, in
February, May, August, and November.

Vol. XXI, No. 2
Whole No. 62

$2 .50 to
M em bers

Officia l publicat ion of the U.S. Phila telic Classics Society ,
(Unit No. II , American Phil atel ic Soc iety)

SOCIETY OFFI CERS

JI/c . 53 .50 to
N Oll-A/emb ers

President

Program Chairma n

A ssistant Sccrctarv
Scrib'e

Chairma n, M em bershi p Co mmittee

Editor o f Cliairm on's Chatte r
A ssistant Vice-President
A ssistan t Vice-President
A ssistant Vice-President

Director
Director
Director
Director
D irector
Director
D irector
Director

Sales M anager
A dvert ising Manager

S COTT GALl.AGHE R
P.O. Box 42253 , Cincinna ti, Ohi o 45242

C RE IGHTON C . H ART . . Vice-President
Suite 911 Commerce Bldg., 922 Walnut St., Kan sas Ci ty, Mo. 64 106

M EL VIN W . S CH UH Secretary-Treasurer
6 Lacon ia Road, Worcester , Mass. 0 1609

H UGH J . B AKER
D R. J OHN N . H OF F M AN

250 1 Q Stree t, N.W .. Washin gton , D.C. 20007
L EON C . F ORCHEIM ER
H UNT ER M. THOM AS, JR .
D ONALD G ARRETT
D R. W. S COTT P OLLAND
J . D AVID B AKER
DR. R OBERT 1.. D . D AVIDSON
S COTT G ALLAGH ER
R ICHARD B. GRAHAM
G EORGE E . H ARGEST
C RE IGHTON C. H ART
M ORTl I\I ER 1.. N EINKEN
H UNT ER M. T HOM AS, JR.
D R. W . F. A M ON ETT E
S OL S ALKIN D

3306 Rochambeau Ave., Bron x, .Y. I0467
H UNT ER M . THOM AS, JR. .

2723 So. Veitch si., Arlington, Va. 22206
MRS. J OHN D. P OP E 111

55 South Gore Ave.. Webster G rove s, Mo. 63 119

EDITORIAL BOA RD
R OBERT 1.. D . D AVIDSON

Westminster College, Fulton, Mo . 6525 1
EDW IN A. C HRIST

10 Country Club Dr. , Fu lton, Mo. 6525 1
S ECTION EDITORS

Editor-in-Chic]

. A ssociate Edito r

1847-'51 Period
C RE IGHT ON C. H ART Editor

Sui te 91 1 Comme rce Bldg ., 922 Walnu t St., Kansas City , Mo. 64 106
1851-'60 Period

T RACY W. S IM PSON Editor
66 Alvarado Rd. , Ber keley, Calif. 9470 5

1861-'69 Period
R ICH ARD B . GRA HAM Editor

259 E. Dom inio n Blvd., Co lumbus, Ohio 432 14
Railro ad Postmarks

C HARLES 1.. T OW LE Editor
The T ransatlantic Mails

G EORGE E . H ARGEST . . . Editor
4 Valley H ill Dri ve, Worcester , Mass. 0 1609

The Cover Co rner
J. D AVID B AKER . . . Edito r

P.O. Box 892, Indianapolis, Ind. 46206
Members a re invite d to report new ite ms and to sub mit a rti cles for publication. It wou ld simplify matters
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requests that they be sent . W hile such item s a re in an edito r' s possession , they will be cared fo r as if
they were his own , but no liability fo r loss o r dam age is ass umed by an editor o r by the Soci ety .
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43



IN THIS ISSUE

EDITOR IALS

Book Review: "N ew York Fo reign Mail Cancellations"
Letter to the Editor

TH E 1847-'51 PERIOD

1847 Covers from Wisconsin, by A rthu r Van Vlissingen

46
47

48

TH E 1851-'60 PERIOD

The 1853 New York City Year-Date Ca ncel, by Hunter M. Thomas, Jr. 54
Some Comments on the U.S. Express Mail Cancellation, by M. L. Ne in-

ken 56
S- l Plate Variety 57
West-to-East Combination Postal Service 58
Plate 4 Perforated 58
Newly Report ed Markings Associated with U.S. Mails 59

THE 1861-'69 PERI OD

The T hree Cent Scar let, Scott's No. 74, by Jerome S. Wagshal
Collin & Co .- Han dstamps, by Arthur H . Bond
Domestic Postal Mar kings
Michigan: " Paid" on U.S. # 65, by Theron Wierenga

RA IL ROA D POSTM ARKS

Railroad Mark ings, by Charles L. Towle

THE T RANSATLANT IC MAILS

Covers to Siam
Some Interesting Pru ssian Closed Mai l Covers
Mails to Belgium
Mail Beyond France During the T hree Months Period

TH E COVER CO RNER

Answer to Problem Cover: Febr uary, 1969
Our New Problem Cover

Classified Advertising

60
66
68
69

72

78
80
84
85

88
88

T he Chronicle is prepared to accept class ified adve rtising f rom the membership on a
basis of 50c per half co lumn line. Us ing 8 pt. type, th is will run about 40 letters o r spaces
per line, give or take a few. T he major purpose of the classified ads is to per mit memb ers
to locate, buy or sell specia lized materi al , ra ther tha n a purely commercial inten t.

All copy should be mailed, together with a check for the ad, to the advert ising manager,
Mr. So l Sa lkind , 3306 Rochambeau Ave. , Bron x, N.Y. 10467.

Payment should be for who le lines, includ ing names and addresses.
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A FEW OF
THE WORLD'S
GREAT STAMP
COLLECTIONS

HAVE NOT
BEEN TOUCHED

by Harmer, Rooke!

...VERY FEW

Since 1903 the soph isticated philatel ic world has come to depend on the
expertise of Harm er, Rooke & Co., the world 's first major stamp dealer and
auction hou se. Serious collectors the world over, both in seeking and
offer ing for sale dist inguished collections and individual rarities, have
enjoyed the advantages of the professional integrity and the international
scope of the Harmer, Rooke organization.

Estates. trust departm ents of leading banking institutions and private col
lectors as well . deal co nfidentl y with Harmer, Rooke for appraisals for tax
pur poses. auction or private sale . Prompt arrangements can be made for
immediate sale, at extremely attractive prices, anywhere in the world .

REGULARLY SCHEDULED AUCTIONS ARE HELD
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS

Write for desc riptive brochure and/ or auction catalogs

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.
Negotiants in Fine Properties

Established: LONDON-1903 • NEW YORK-1939

APPRAISERS • SALES AGENTS • AUCTIONEERS
604 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020

Direct inquiry may be made by calling: Mr. Richard Gordon at (212) 765 -3883
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON

Editor-in-Chief
With this issue of The Chronicle, Tracy Simpson concludes a long and bril 
liant career as editor of the 185 1-'6 1 Period section. One of the founders of the
forerunner of the Classics Society, the " 1851 -'61 Group," and a long-time stude nt
of U.S. philately, Tracy's contributions are along side those of other great names
in our avocation. Certainly he has no peer in knowledge of the period he ha s
edited.

It is then with great reluctance that we see him ret ire from thi s superior effort.
Our society has always been proud of having such an authority to lend his talent
to our studies. We will miss his preci sion, his research, his dogged search for the
truth. All honor to his nam e.

Tom Alexander of Kansas City will now take over. While he finds big shoes
to fill we have high hopes that he will. The editors promise him full support-and
then Tracy is only a phone call away.

We all wish you the best, Tom. And to Tracy we tender our affectionate
thanks. . .. R.L.D.D .

In last Chronicle it may be that we sta rted something when we allocated to
our selves "The Editor 's Page." Admittedly, it was mor e than a page, it did not
intend to be a territorial imperative, and what we called it came tripping to the
tongue and trapped in type in an appalling moment of unthinking haste.

We have, it app ear s, a clear case of serendipity. Ha ving created "The Editor's
Page," we discovered that Chronicle needs instead a " Route Agent s' Hitching
Post." A hitching post, to our mind , is something where thing s of the same breed ,
but not necessarily closely matched , are tied up togeth er. Con sider that what we
have here in this issue- a book review and a critique of terminological abu se in
philatelic writing. Not- so-str ange hitching-post-fellows?

What' s in a name? Shall we call this 'T he Editor 's Page"? Or do you wish
it to be called "The Route Agents' Hitching Post"? Some of you Route Agent s
may wish to say neigh (Oh, Lord! ) and suggest other titles. So we shall conduct
a contest : Each entry sho uld be typed clearly on a postcard, prepaid with a 5¢
I847 .. . decision of the Editors will be final.

About serendipity? Well, you can look it up in your Webster 's 3rd, or take
the word of the Associate Editor for it-serendipity is the unanticipated conse-
quences of purposive social action. . . . E.A .C.
BOOK REVIEW

Van Vlissingen, Arthur, (RA 7(1 ) , and Waud, Morrison , (RA 702 ) , "New York
Foreign Mail Cancella tions," publi shed und er the au spices of the C larence W.
Hennan Memorial Fund of The Collecto rs C lub of Chicago. Obt ain able from deal ers
or dir ectl y from Th e Co llec to rs C lub of C hicago, Room 1430, 33 South C la rk Street ,
Chicago. 111. 60603 . Price of regul ar edit ion , $ 17.50.

There is little doubt that this book will becom e the standa rd reference work
for these markings. It is, therefore, a " must" for the library of any collector
interested in cancellations, or in the postal history of the foreign mails during the
period , 1870-76. Profusely illustr ated and excellently edited, this volume present s
the sto ry of these beautiful markings in a straight-fo rward and logical mann er .

Until now, collectors of these cancellations have relied upon a handbook by
Edwin Millik en and published in 1942. Th e present work does far more than bring
the Milliken book to date. Not only does it present newly discovered markings
and delete or note those that have not been pro ved on cover, but it also has
develop ed a system of classification which should well serve the collector. Markings
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are classified as sta rs, geom etri c designs, wheels, sunburs ts and spo kes, conventional
designs, and a section cont aining a few that are not sufficiently dist inctive to
qua lify as separate types. In numberin g the designs included in each classification ,
a mnem oni c system (consis ting of a lett er follow ed by a number) has been used,
which sho uld grea tly ass ist the collecto r in memor izing and recognizing numbers.

Th e text pays tribute to the late J . Murray Bartels, who first recognized the
pecul iar nature of these markin gs, and to Edwin Milliken for his later study of
them . Considerat ion is given to the colors of the inks in which these markings ap
pear, supplementa ry mail uses, and the destin ations of the mails bearin g these
markin gs. Postmarks associated with the canc ellation s are also con sidered , and
some atte mpt is made to relate postmarks with the cance llations. Throughout,
information regarding their relat ive rarity is given .

Perhap s the weak est cha pter of the book deals with the matt er of postal rates.
Wh ile a few erro rs in the tab le presented on pages 98 - 103 are noted , they are
la rgely not the respon sibilit y of the authors, but , rather, occur in the sources from
whic h they ind icate their informati on was dr awn . As regretabl e as are these erro rs.
they are not deem ed of suffic ient imp ortance materi ally to affect the ove r-a ll quality
of the book , or its value to the co llecto r. George E. Hargest
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Dr. Davidson :

In looking through Chro nicle No. 6 1, my atte ntion was aroused by the title
of an article : "T he U.S. Express Mail Canc ellation ." ! A hasty but thorough
perusal of the article showe d that the error of the title was not modifi ed, but in
stea d frequ entl y rep eated in the text. Hence these rema rks.

Th e U.S. Express Mail marking is primaril y a postm ark , to show place of
ori gin and date of mailing, and it is properly so designated . Its use to cancel a
sta mp must necessaril y be seco ndary, and when it perform s both functions, it is
still a postm ark, additionally " used as a cancellation."

Th ese distinct ions seem so obvio us that it woul d be emba rrassing to belabo r
them. exce pt that simila r exa mples of sloppy usage can be found in all our nation al
philatelic journals. It is no exc use that the read er knows wha t the write r rea lly in
tends to convey; by condonin g inaccuracy we enco urage further erosion of philatelic
terminology.

For the record, it sho uld be noted that the statement that "only the basic
postage rate for the distance between New Yo rk and Boston applied . . ." is in
erro r. A great many 1847 covers postmarked "U.S. Express Mail Boston" were
addressed to Philadelphia, at the ra te of IO¢ per single letter for ove r 300 miles.~

Som e of the confusion in the use of "cance llation" may be att ributed to the
listin g procedure in Scott 's Specialized , which uses a doubl e column, the left hand
side head ed "Cance llations" and the right hand side without a heading. T his
ambiguit y appears to be deliber ate. For example, in the listings for the 10¢ 1847
stamp, the entries in the left hand column are all clearly in the class of cancella
tions , while the markings on the righ t inc lude some that cou ld function as origi n,
regula tor y, or instructional markings, depending on the indiv idua l case. Some
entries. such as "Ca na da" and "Panama," can refer only to covers with stamps.
Th e prices for some other categories coincide with valuations quoted in auction
ca talogs for covers with these markings; this is tru e for the U.S. Express Mail
listin g. Th e number of 1847 cover s with the U.S. Express Mail postmark is fairl y
larg e; however , the 1847 period editor, Creighton C. Hart, ca nno t recall an
insta nce of the Express Mail postmark's being used to canc el an 1847 stamp.
Therefore it does not seem possible to make any valid compa rison of the rarity
of this marking on the 1847 issue with the 1851 and 1857 issues on the basis of
the infor ma tion in Sco tt's Specialized.

Th e present catalog listin g procedures are misleadin g and sho uld be clarified ,
but they do not relieve the indi vidu al wr iter of res ponsibility in the use of words .

I p. 12. ( Ed .)
~ihid .. p. 13. (Ed .) (Continued 0 1/ pag« 53)
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 Covers From Wisconsin

(After Statehood, May 28, 1848)

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN

Wisco nsin is known as "The Badger State" and cont ra ry to commo n belief ,
four- foo ted badgers were never num erou s in Wisconsin. Until the late 1820s the
only white inhabitant s in wha t then was the weste rn half of Michigan Te rr itory
were fur tra de rs and soldiers. Then up the Mississippi ca me hundred s of Southern
ers and Cornishm en to dig for lead are in what are now Wisconsin's three south
westernmos t counties.

T he traders and the milit ary scoffed at thi s heavy work . Wh en badger s dig,
they make dirt fly, and so did the miner s. Henc e " Badger" was a natural epithet
to toss at these earth-s ta ined men who burrowed into the hillsides. T he nickn ame
spread as sett lers swarmed into the terr itory to farm the rich land. Since then,
everyone who lives in Wisconsin proudly call s him self a Badger.

Two of the handful of post offices established in the lead mining district be
fore Wisconsin Territory was split off from Michigan on Jul y 4, 183 6 are Min eral
Po int ( 1829) and Dodgeville ( 183 1) . Dod geville was never issued any 1847
stamps ; Min eral Point's first shipment ca me on A ugust 2, 184 9. T hese two small
offi ces provided the four ten-cent bisect s now known on Wisconsin covers .

It is appa rent that five-cent stamps were lack ing at the Min er al Point post
office for parts of May and June of 185 1. Two of the bisects are dated respectively
May 2 1, 185 1 and June 3, 1851. Th e third has no year date but is dated May 27 ,
which places it mid way between the other two. The period of the five-cent stamp
sho rtage can be rath er accurately bracketed becau se two Min er al Point cove rs
with five-cent singles exist, dated respectively April 10, 1851 and June I I, 1851.

T he April 10, 1851 cover is shown in Figure I. It is on e of three from the
same legal co rres ponde nce, and is signed by Cadwallade r C. Wa shburn, sub
seque ntly elected governor. Although the town postm ark reads " Mineral Poin t,
Wis.T.," Wiscon sin had been a sta te for nearl y three years . Sever al Wisconsin
postm aster s thriftily kept on using their ter rito rial handstamps long after sta tehoo d.
In the territorial yea rs a good many postm arks read merely "Wis." with no menti on
of territori al sta tus. Th e only proof that a cover is territorial is the date of use. ir
respective of how the postm ark may read.

Each of the three Mineral Point bisects is a diagon al half and eac h is from a
different correspondence. T wo are upper right halves, one is upper left. No two of
them match , and so there must have been at least thr ee othe r bisect s which co n
ceivably may still ex ist.

Besides the bisect s from Min er al Point there is the Dod geville bisect. This is a
vertical left half pen canceled on Sept ember 3, 1849, a month afte r Min er al Point
received its stamps. This cover is something of a puzzler , for no othe r Dodgeville
1847 issue cover is listed . But Dodgeville is not far from Min eral Point, and the
sta mp very po ssibly came from there. The four Wiscon sin bisects are the only bi
sects on entire covers known used west of the Allegheny Mountain s.'

A nother unusual aspect of Wisconsin postal histo ry is the relatively large
number of 1847 issue covers recorded as compared with some sta tes previously
reported in this series of articles. It might be suppose d that the number of 1847
cover s surviving from any state would be in approximate proportion to its popul a
tion in 1847 -1851 , with due allo wanc e for such cata strophes as the Civil War
which left only 39 cover s from Georgia 's whit e popu lation of close to 1,000,000.
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Figure 1

Wisconsin covers carrying a single five cent 1847 stamp are sca rce r tha n covers with the 5 ¢ stamp
used in multiples to pay the 10 ¢ rate . The " Wis. T." in the postmark is a ca rry ove r f rom Terri torial
days. This is not a Territor ial cover .

Wisconsin entered sta tehoo d in 1848 with slightly ove r 200,000 inhabitants;
it lists 37 cove rs, only 2 fewer th an Georgia. Delaware, half as populous as Wis
consin, lists 14 covers. Mich igan , with almos t double Wiscon sin's population , can
tally only 41 cove rs. Texas, with some 375,000 peopl e, lists 9 cove rs.

If only because of the high catalog value of the ten-cent on cove r, collecto rs
gene rally ass ume that a ten-cent cover is mater ially scarcer th an a five-cent cover.
This is not true of Wiscon sin. The listings below show 18 covers with ten-cent
stamps and 19 with five-cent stamps-almos t a dead heat. Single five-cent stamps
on cover paying the rate for less than 300 miles are far scarcer than ten-cent. Of
the 19 covers with fi ve-cent stamps, only 8 show the five-cent single rate, and of
these three came from a single find. T his was legal correspondenc e from Washburn
& Woodman in Miner al Point, the sea t of Iowa Co unty, addressed to Lawyer John
A. Bingham at Mon roe, the seat of adjoinin g G reen County.

It is possible that the tally of Wisconsin cove rs ca rrying fi ve-cent stamps may
in the future be substantially incr eased. Thi s depend s upon when and if there ever
comes to light a hoard that was report ed in 195 7 by a reliable collector who has
since died. He then claimed to have 29 covers with five-cent horizont al pairs, all
from Milwauk ee to Boston . If they still exist, they co uld eventua lly boost the state
total to a whopping 65. Also it is known that a few other Wisconsin 1847 covers
exist. T hese are for all pra ctical purposes lost to sight because they arc on folded
lett er s bound into the dusty volumes of manu scripts in the archives of the State
Hi storica l Society at Madison .

Despit e the comparatively large number of Wisconsin I 847 covers existing,
they are not readil y available. Whenever one is offered at auction it stimulates
bri sk bidding. Th e absence of Wisconsin covers in auction catalogs att ests to their
scarcity in the mark etplace. When the imp ort ant 1847 collection of Edward A.
Ring was sold by H. R. Harm er in December l 968, there was not even one Wis
consin item among its 49 covers. A parti al explanation for such scarcity might be
th at 18 of the 4 1 covers listed below are known to be in two collections which are
seldo m publicly exhibited.

Fifteen Wisconsin post offices were sent supplies of our first issue stamps, as
tabulated below with the date when the office rece ived its first shipment and the
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1,400 /500
600 /200
800 /600
600 /200
600 /200
400/1 00
400 / 100

to ta l num ber of eac h denomi nation- fives first , then tens sent before J uly I, 185 I. ~

App leton 1- 3-5 1 200 /50 Madison 8- 18-49
Baraboo 12- 5-50 400 /100 Milwaukee 10-15-47
Belo it 8-23-49 400/ 100 Mineral Point 8- 2-49
Delavan 2- 17-5 1 400 / 100 Rac ine 5-18-48
Fond du Lac 1- I-5 1 200/200 Sheboygan 10-12-49
Ge neva 9- 18-50 400 / 100 Sheboygan Fall s 12- 3-50
Hazel Green 12- 19-50 300 / I00 Wau kesha 12- 2-50
Kenosha 3- I-51 1,200/ 400

T he fo llowing list of cov ers with five-cen t sta mp s shows them in chro no logical
order of use. Use fro m a post office tha t did not receive or had not yet received a
supply of sta mps is indica ted by an aster isk . In the date a "'1" mea ns: Year might
be determined if cover co uld be examined. An "X" mea ns : Year is definite ly un
known.

Covers With 5-Cent Stamps

I. 7- 12-48 blue Mi lwau kee to Buffalo. N.Y. Pair. Tied . Also 10 in sma ll circl e.
*2. 2- 8-49 red Mineral Point to Madi son, Wis. Single. Tied pen cancel.
*3. 6- 7-49 black Monroe to Ga lena, III. Sing le. SL PA ID. Tied pen ca ncel.
4. 8-13-49 red Minera l Point to Monroe, Wis. Single. Pen cancel.
5. 11-21-49 black Beloit to Troy, N.Y . Two singles. T ied black grid.
6. 7-29-50 black Sugar C ree k to Cohoes, N .Y. Single. (See figure #2. )
7. 8-20-50 red Ozaukee to Ludlow, Vt. Two singles. Tied pen can cel.
8. 10-26-50 blue Milwaukee to N.Y . City. Horizontal pair tied .
9. 12-19·50 red Raci ne to Twinsbu rg, Ohio. Horizontal pair. T ied townmark .

10. 2- 7-5 1 red Beloit to Kenosh a, Wis. Single. Tied circular grid .
11. 3- 5-51 blue Milwaukee to N.Y . City. Hor izon tal pair. Tied grid and townmark.
12. 4- 10-51 grey blue Mineral Point to Monroe , Wis. Single. T ied town circle.
13. 4- 17-51 black Ken osha to Columbus, Wis. Sing le. T ied town circl e and pen.

Forwarded to Portage City, \Vis.. postmarked also Columbus, Wis., 26 Apr.
14. 5- 17-5 1 blue Milwaukee to N.Y . City. Two singles. Tie d grid.
15. 6- 7-5 1 blue Milwaukee to N.Y. C ity. Pair. Tied.
16. 6-11-5 1 grey blue Mineral Point to Monroe , Wis. Single. Tied grid, a lso SL PA ID .
17. 4- 4-X Ber lin to Vermont. Not tied. Ms. "P aid" on each stamp.
18. 12·29-X red Racine to Wisconsin. Single. Tied grid.
19. 2-27- ? blac k Wyocen a to Syracuse, N.Y. Tied two 5s in circl e.

Figure 2

Not ice the unusual Sugar Cre ek to w nmo rk used on ce as a canceller and onc e to sig n ify po stage due
"v cents." This cover is also of interest because the postage on this one cover is paid in two ways,
half by a stamp and half by cash.
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Where did those sta mps origina te which were used from post offices that had
not received a supply? Min eral Point's five-cent used F ebruary 8, 1849 and Mon
roe 's used J une 7, 1849 are mysteri es. O nly Milwaukee and Racine in all Wis
co nsin had sta mps on those dates. Covers with J847 sta mps from tow ns that never
rece ived a supply, o r before a supply was received , sho uld be ex pertized by the
Ph ilatel ic Foundation . A lthough some of these co vers have had sta mps added,
most of them are quite genuine . T he stamps on such covers were either carried
there by travele rs, or purch ased from the local po stma ster who had acquired them
from a neigh boring postmaster ."

The secret of the sta mp on the Sugar Cree k cover to Co hoes, N .Y . can be de
duced from the lett er itse lf. The writer had been to M ilwau kee a day or two
previous and had enco unte red there an old acq ua inta nce fro m New York State.
T he Suga r C ree k man was writing to a mutual friend to learn wha t attitude the
folk s back in Cohoes, and most pa rticul ar ly the Milwaukee man 's wife, now held
toward him . It may be pres umed tha t the Mi lwauk eean had left home under a
cloud of public and pr ivat e disap proval.

It also is a fai r guess th at he provided the sta mp when he asked the othe r
fellow to wri te the letter. T he single live-cent sta mp was only half enough for the
destin ation . The Sugar Cr eek post office ca nceled the stamp wit h its ve ry unusual
23 mm, tow n circl e tha t included ..v Cents" and the n wro te on the cover "Un
paid ." placing a seco nd strike of the ..v Ce nts" circle a longside to indicate th e
amo unt of postage due, see Figure 2.

T he Ozau kee cover's two five-cent stamps present no major difficulties. Ozau 
kee ( now nam ed Port Washington ) was approxima te ly midway bet ween M il-
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Figure 3

A 5 ¢ co ve r and a 10 ¢ cover both from Beloit , two cov er s that "just b elong tog eth e r." The
5¢ cov e , inq ui re s, " Sha ll I se nd the 5 1¢ inte res t in Po st O ffice sta mps?"
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waukee and Sheboygan , both of which had 1847 stamps. Similarly, Wyocena is not
far from Madison and Baraboo.

A single phrase in another letter deserves passi ng mention. Writing from
Beloit in Nove mber 1849, C. C. Hillman inq uires of Joseph Hillman in Troy, N.Y.,
"Shall I send the 5 1¢ inte rest in Post Office stamps?"

A fit mate to that Beloit cover with its two five-cent singles is a Beloit cover
with ten-cent stamp dated nearly six months late r. The cover is un usual in tha t it
is addressed to Ohio, whereas mos t other ten-cent covers wen t eit her to New En
gland or New York. T he two Be loit cove rs are illustrated, in Figure 3.

The list of 18 ten-cen t covers! nearly equals the 19 covers with five-cen t
stamps. Un less otherwise specified, the ten-cent stam p in the following list is a
single and the bisect s are so noted.

Covers With 10-Cent Stamps

1. 12-22-49 black Southport to Westport, Conn. Tied 10 in octago n.
2. 2-28-49 blue Milwaukee. Sever al FREE mark s. Plated R 18.
3. 9- 3-49 green Dodgeville to Potosi, Wis. UL diagon al bisect tied by pen.
4. 4-21-50 blue Milw aukee to N.Y.C. Pen canceled.
5. 4-30-50 blue Milwaukee to N.Y. City. Red pen can cel.
6. 5-11-50 black Beloit to Akron, Ohio. Tied.
7. 5-23-50 red Lake Mills, W.T . to Vergennes, Vt. T ied pen cancel.
8. 3-13-51 Kenosha to Cabot, Vt. Tied 10.
9. 3-30-51 blue Milwaukee to N.Y. Cit y. Tied. Canceled grid .

10. 5-21-51 grey blue Mineral Point to Madison , Wis. UL diagonal bisect , tied grid .
II. 5-27-5 1 Mineral Point to Hampton, 111. UR diagonal bisect. Tied grid .
12. 5-30-51 blue Madison. Two sta mps. (Plated by E. Perry as 71-35R .)
13. 6- 3-51 grey blue Mineral Point to Madi son. UR diagonal bisect. Tied .
14. 6- 10-X red Milwaukee to Detroit, Mich. Tied two red lOs.
15. 9-24-X red Sheboygan to Kennedyville, N.Y. T ied grid s. MS "Due 10."
16. 1-1O-? Red Milwaukee. Tied blue grid.
17. 4-13-? blue Milwauk ee to Detroit, Mich. (N.Y. Public Librar y ) .
18. 5-30-? blue Madison to N.Y. City. Horizontal pair. Tied grids.
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS
ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE
SURE TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND
INSPECT AN OUTSTANDING AR·
RAY OF THESE CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR
AUCTION CATALOGS AS THESE
ISSUES ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J . 07078

Charter member of U.S .
Philatelic Classics Society
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MY STOCK OF COVERS IS
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(CO l/ t i l/ li ed from page 4 7)

I have no desire to make an isolated exa mple of Mr. Wagshal, or even to make an
issue of the parti cular erro r involved , but I do want to dr aw atte ntion to the spec ific
problem of language as one aspec t of the larger problem of phil atelic scholarship.

The value of a body of phil atelic terminology with consta nt and unequ ivocal
meanin g can hard ly be over emphas ized. By encouraging ca reful and exac t use of
phil atelic terms, all of us who are concerned as edito rs, authors, critics, or mere
readers of philatelic ar ticles can pro mote more mean ingful and consequently more
lasting communica tion thro ugh the pr inted page. The Chronicle, representing a
gro up of serious and dedicated collectors and students, should try not just to
maintain a high standard of philate lic writing, but to raise that sta ndard yet higher
- high enough to serve as signpost out of the wilderness.

Sincerely,
Susa n M. McD onald
RA # 672
Onl y three cove rs with ten- cent sta mps ca me fro m post offices which had not
yet received a supply. All three towns are close to offices with 1847 stamps. South
port ( now Kenosha ) is on ly I I miles from Racine. Dodgeville is 9 miles fro m
Miner al Poin t. Lake Mills is some 11 miles fro m Madison.

Eve n tho ugh many of the miners in Southwestern Wisconsin were Corn ish
men who had emigrated fro m England, and though a substantial immigration of
Germans and Holland ers had already occurred before the I 847 issue was de
mon etized , no 1847 stamps are listed on Wisconsin covers to fo reign cou nties, not
eve n Ca nada . Of the 22 covers requiring the ten-cent rate to known destinations,
14 went to New York , 4 to Vermont, 2 each to Det roit and Ohi o.

Wisconsin had its strong family and commercial ties with New Y ork and New
E ngland because of water transport ation. Most new settlers arrived after a long
trip that included an Erie Ca na l boat and a stea mer on the G reat Lakes. Most ship
men ts of merchandise followed the same ro ute .

Th e postal history of Wisconsin has been the subject of intensive organized
study ever since founding of the Wisconsin Postal History Society in 1942. The
soc iety has publi shed eight handbooks, most of which are available from the sec
retary, Charles J. Peirce, 1312 Ontario St., Oshkosh, Wis. 5490 I. Th e society
also publishes Badger Postal History , a qu art erly journal devoted to research in
thi s spec ialized field .

NEXT ISSUE: "T he Gardiner, Maine Bisect Pu zzle" by Susan M. McDonald .
" 1847 Cove rs from Iowa" by Creighton C. Hart.

NOV EMBE R ISSUE: " 1847 Cove rs from Wisconsin Territory" by Arthur
Van Vlissingen.

Footnotes

I Th ere is a fa ke cover with a vertica l right bisec t postmarked Cincinnati. Oh io, Feb . 3.
T here is also an up per horizon tal bisect "on a piece" canceled with a red New Orleans,
Lou isian a postmark. The Philatelic Foundation doe s no t expertize a bisect "on a piece," only
on cove r.

:! The dates give n here are the dates the '47 stamps were first rece ived by the var ious post
offices. For the date su pplies were sent see Mann el Hahn's " Postal Mar kings of the United
States 1847- 1851." Milwau kee rece ived its first sup ply more than 9 months before statehood,
May 28, 1848; Racine, only 10 days before.

a See " Robert Mo rr is. Postmaster of New York" by Winthrop S. Boggs. still availab le
from the Co llecto rs Club of New Yo rk. In a letter dated September 25, 1847, Morris writes
to an upsta te New York postmaster, "T he sma ller offices 1 am informed purchase the Stamp s
fro m the larger offices. remi tting the mon ey with their order" (Lette r 84) .

4 In addition to the list given here for cove rs postmarked after statehood, there are two
co mplete folded lett ers postm ark ed Milwau kee, one date-lined 1847 and postmar ked Dec. 29,
and the other date-lined 1848, postm arked 1an. 18. Anot her 10¢ cove r is an address leaf only
with a Milwauk ee postm ark l an . 19 and " IX4X" docketed. T he th ree cove rs will be described
and discussed in the November ar ticle about '47 cove rs from Wiscon sin Territory .
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THE 1851-'60 PERIOD

TRACY W. SIMPSON, Editor
A fake 1853 year.date. The " 53"
has differently shaped figu res than
any us ed in the period. Also a
different ink is us ed thon that of
the ma in part of the postmark .

SYMBOLS USED IN THIS SECTION
To conserve space, the fo llowi ng symbols fo r th e 3 ~ sta mp of th e 1851-'60 iss ue a re used
accord ing to the prac tice of speci alists in this stamp for man y yea rs. The symbo l is al left
of hyp hen , and its Scott's U .S. Sp eciali zed nu mber or o the r designation is at rig ht of hyph en .
Postal mar kin gs are in black unl ess o therwise specified.
Three cents : S I- IO; S2-11 ( inc l. plat e 1 [l at e ]) in orange bro wn ; S3-25; S4-26A ; S5-26.

The 1853 New York City Year-Date Cancel

HUNTER M. THOMAS, JR., Route Agent 93

T his postal mar king has in tr igued philatelic stude nts for years and it is su r
pri sing, to say th e least , th at so few fac ts a re av ailab le. I have atte mpted, af ter
man y hours of research , to present th e sto ry, with the hope that some of the rea d
ers may be able to add a few mo re fac ts.

T he ca nce l is a 32-01 01 ci rcle as measu red fro m th e center of one line
th rou gh the di am eter to th e cente r o f th e ot her line , It was applied, using bl ack
ink, usuall y with a distinct strike. In nearl y eve ry
instance the cancel wa s applied so as to tie the
pos tage sta mp.

During th is pe riod handstamps were freq uent
ly m ade of wood . It is obv ious fro m th e kind of im
pression that the 185 3 year-date cancel was woo d
an d I might add that it was a cheap, poor qu ality
marker.

O n J uly I I, 185 3, the first day of use, it ap
pear s to present a ve ry distin ct impression. We
have evide nce of gra d ua l wea r sta rting with July 14 ,
in the oute r c ircle above EW of NEW YORK. T he
line co ntinues to get thi nn er in this a rea unt il it is
ac tua lly b rok en in places near the end of its use. In
app lying the han dstamp the clerk wo uld ca ncel th e
sta mp oro ba b ly with the initia l impact being on th e
outer circl e above the EW. This cou ld very easily
account fo r the ca nce l losing th e oute r line, and
du e to the wear could be the reason it was dis
co ntinued afte r J uly 25, 185 3.

New Y o rk used an 185 3 year-da ted circula r cancel for 15 days sta rting
Jul y II , a Monday. at least throu gh July 25, Mo nday. Althou gh o ne report says
the last dat e wa s July 26 , my search fo r man y years fai ls to verify thi s July 26 dat e.
T he year-date ca nce l aopears mostly on mai l sent by co mm ercia l es ta blishme nts,
altho ugh it has been see n used on non-bu siness mail to a limited ex te nt. T he post
office was loc at ed at Nassau and Libertv Streets and th e Postmaste r was Isaac V.
Fowler. se rving from A o ril I. 185 3 to May 16. 1860.

Th e New Y ork Tim es for July I I , 1853, ca rried thi s notice. "T he Crysta l
Palace will be ope ned to the pub lic every day, Sunday excepted, afte r the 14th
inst. , between th e hours of 10 oclock A.M . and 7 oclock P. M. , until fur ther noti ce.
Single adm ission .50 . C hild ren und er 12 yea rs of age .25 . Sea son Tickets 10 .00 ."
T here has been m uch speculation th at the year-dated can cel was prepa red fo r this
eve nt. T he co r res ponde nce bearin g th is can cel does not allude to th e yea r-da ted
han dstamp no r is there any mention of th e Crysta l Palace Exhibit. I feel there is
abso lute ly no connecti on between th e New York City year-da te cance l and the
exhibit. T he first day th e cancel was used was J uly II and th e exhib it did not open
until the 14th of Ju ly. The ca ncel apparently wa s disco ntinued on July 25 while
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THE NEW YORK 1853 YEAR-DATE POSTMARK
Used only 15 days. The miss ing July 12 is known . The one with blank date is from a folded leiter
dated July 20 , 1853.



the exhibit continued open. It has also been speculated that a sub-station was es
tablished at the Crystal Pa lace and that the year-date canc el was used to postmark
its mails. The canc el was applied on Sunday, July 17 and July 24 while the ex
hibit was closed on these days. Official records show that six sub-stations were
opened in 1857 and there were non e prior to that date .

It is fortunate that envelopes were not extensively used at this time. The
folded letter, usually sealed by wax, therefore was the principal method of cor
respondence . In most instances the date of the correspondence is always the same
day as that appearing in the cancel. Based on that hypothesis the day slug was left
out of the cancel for at least part of July 20. The strike appear s with Jul , blank,
1853. Th e canc el with the complete July 20 , 1853 , was also used , po ssibly indi
catin g that the omi ssion of the day slug was discovered before the work day was
over. However, it might also be speculated that the "20" slug was used until it
broke off or dropped out of the canceler. You will note , in the illustration, that
only the upper half of 20 appear s while Jul and 1853 are very distinct. There are
only two known instance s of use without the day slug.

During this era there were very few people who had to work on Sunday, and
commercial establi shments were usually closed. The volume of mail was light
and it is easy to understand why the year-date cancel is very rar e showing use
during either of the two Sundays, July 17 or July 24 .

I have seen only one New York 1853 FAKE yea r dat e, as illustrated . Th e
canc el appears on a folded letter dated March 10, 1853. The New York cancel is
32 mm in diam eter and was applied, using black ink , dated March 11. Up to this
point we have a legitimate cancel. 53 has been added at the bottom so as to appea r
as a part of the cancel. Fortunately, the perp etrator did not enter the 53 with
distinct strike and the figures are unlike any used in the period , nor is the ink the
same. Th e rest of the cancel has a very distinct impression. However , to the un
inform ed collector this cove r could easily pass as a genuine 1853 year date.

I have looked over official records of the post offi ce depar tment and there is
no mention of the year date New York cancel. I am of the opinion that the cancel
was probably the whim of a postal employee at the Po st Office. It was used, at his
desk, by himself or his relief during the period of use and was discontinued when
the postmark became broken or was misplaced, or the postal clerk was ordered
by the New York postmaster not to use it.

Although this 1853 yea r-da te cancel has great recog nition among philatelists
there was no significance att ached to it by postal authorities or the newspapers of
the period . We may never know all the facts conc erni ng the inception and dis
continuance of the 1853 New York City year-dated postmark.
Some Comments on the u .S. Express Mail Cancellation

M. L. NEINKEN

In Chronicle # 61 an arti cle app eared by my friend Jerom e Wagshal in which
there were comm ent s on the frequency or rar ity of the use of the U.S. Exp ress
Mail cancellation or postm ark on the various denomin ations of the 1851-1 857 is
sue. In the articl e, however, there is a statement which requ ires clarification, or
correction , and I quote from Par. B. on Page 13 (Chronicle # 6 1). "Only the basic
postage rate for the distance between New York and Boston applied to lette rs
with this marking."

I quote from a letter from Mr. Tracy Simpson : 'T he marking was a regular
route-agent marking at the time the 10 cent stamp was used . Anybody could take a
letter addressed to any plac e in the U.S. or abroad, give it to the express-mail mes
senger, and it would go into the mails just as any other mailab le item. I have a
cover with a pair of imperf 3's (about 1854 shade ) addressed to Oregon City, O.T .
Thi s went 6, 100 miles to destin ation . It bears the usual Boston express-mail mark 
ing (ties the pair in fact) . Th ough the very early express mail denoted a special use
and service, the New York-Boston E xpr ess Mail marking of the 1851 -1857 period
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merely indicated regular rou te-a gent service, just like occ ur red on hundreds of
othe r routes. Near ly all of the 1851-1 857 markings were applied on mail that
or iginated on the New York-Stonington-Boston combinatio n rout e (s teamboat
plus-r ai l) . A few went by the New York-N orwich-B oston route, but so far as I
kno w, mail that went all rail via New Haven-H artford-Springfield to Boston did not
use it. "

This sta tement is confirmed by the exhaustive studies of Mr. Ell iott Perry of
the use of this postm ark or cancellat ion from 184 2 to 1857 in Pat Par agraph s Nos.
2 1, 23 , 24, 32 and 53 ; the comment s of Dr. Chase on P age 262 of the revised
edition of the 3 Cent Stam p of the U.S. 1851-1857; of Stanl ey B. Ashbrook on
Page 239, Vo l. II of the U.S. One Cent Stamp of 1851 -185 7; and of C. W. Remele
on Page 156 of U.S . Railroad Postm arks 1837-1861. These autho rities furt her
sta te that both New York and Boston markings were succee ded in December 1857
by the N.Y. & Boston Stmb. & R.R.R . markings.

This cancellation was not limited to mail travelin g excl usive ly between Boston
and New York, as evidenced by its use on circulars and letters to destinations out
side of th is route. For exa mple, in the writer's co llection there is a cover pos tma rked
with the U.S. Ex press Mail N. York in black April 27 ( 1852), with a pair of
1 Cen t from Plate I Ea rly and a 3 Cent, paying the 5 Cent inlan d rate to France.
T he sta mps arc cance lled with black circular grids and the express-ma il marki ng
appears as a postm ark on the cover, to the right of the stamps.

In all prob abil ity, the 10 Cent sta mp, which is the subjec t of Mr. Wagshal's
ar ticle , was origina lly on a lett er addresse d to the West Coast. The earliest known
use of the 10 Cent sta mp is May 12, 1855. T he 10 Cent rate became effective April
I , 1855, for any distance excee ding three thousand miles, but appa rently no 10
Ce nt sta mps were distributed to the Post O ffices unt il May.
5-1 Plate Variety

Mr. H . Yeager repo rts a distinct irregular line that appea rs to be the result
of a plate scra tch on 22 R I (e). It ex tends fro m the up per tip of the lower left
triangle downward into the white cen ter of the diamond block, as illustra ted. The
scra tch docs not show on the interm ed iate or late sta tes of the plate, indicating it
disappeared becau se of re-en try of the relief. It is a per manent va riety, having
been seen on various copies of thi s position, though unless clear ly prin ted the upp er
extension into the triangle ca n hardly be seen. 22 R (e) is a listed double transfer ,
but the transfer shows mostly in the upper right rosette center, though several dot s
between the bottom line and the lower lab el p rob ab ly are rema ins fro m the dou
blin g.

PLATE
SCRATCH
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West-to-East Combination Postal Service

Wells Fargo Express Co. and U.S. Mail
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t
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Reported by Mr. L. J. Mason is the unusual cover, illustrated, being a Well s
Fargo E-frank on 3ct U- IO Nesbitt tied with blue concentric WELLS, FARGO &
Co s. EXPRESS S. FReo, dated Mar. 5 ( Le utzinger's Type 11-4) addressed to
Stapl eton, Lon g Isl and, N.Y. The cover also bears a IOct green Ty. V, pos. 48 R2 ,
postm arked black NEW YORK! Mar. 26 in circle. This postm ark is a lso rep eated
ove r the 3ct Nesb itt .

This cov er o rigina ted in o r near San F rancisco and was put into th e regula r
west-to-east Wells Fargo closed mail bag fo r transmi ssion to New York via Panam a
steamship. The seque nce of dates Mar. 5 to Mar. 26 corresponds with U.S. Ma il
steamship tra nsi t time.

However, according to the Act of 1852, full U.S. Postage by use of a U.S.
stamped envelope wa s required on such mail for the total distanc e, hence a 10ct
Nesbitt envelope should ha ve been used , or 7cts in U.S . sta mps should have been
applied to the 3ct Nesbitt ( pa rtial use of U.S. stamps was permissibl e, if a Nesbitt
of required denomination was not ava ilable) . Perhaps the 10ct gree n stamp was
applied at San Francisco , but in the opinion of Dr. W. S. Polland, long a stude nt of
these mai l services, if thi s had been the ca se, a Wells Fargo postmark would hav e
been applied to the l Oct. I n Dr. Po lland 's opinion the IOct stamp was applied by
the Wells Fa rgo agent in New York who wanted to have the journey from New
York to Stapl eton made by U.S. mail se rvice . He put the lett er in the U.S. ma ils at
New York whe re it was dul y postmarked and delivered to destin ati on where the
recipient wrote on it "A nswered- O ve rland Mar. 28, 1860. "

The addressee's name and address is obliterat ed by scra tching, a practic e often
found on early co vers in philatelic hands, perhap s because of a belief that the
addressee's name is private. Covers " lifted" from early lodge correspondence are
often obliterated in this manner.
Plate 4 Perforated

M r. T. J . Alex ander reports a new ea rliest use of the perforat ed 3c t T ype I
from plate 4 of Aug. 25 , 1857, the previous "early" bein g Sept. 2. It is on a cove r
from Belfast Ms tying 100 L4. The cover is also penmarked " Answe red Sept. I ,
1857" which is further authentication of the date.
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Newly Reported Markings Associated With U.S. Mails

References to USPM in Chro nicle refer to the Society-sponso red book,
U.S . Postal Markings and R elated Mail Services by T racy W. Simp son.

Addendum USPM page 35: The d-e SA NDY SPR ING MA RY LD town mark
is 29 mrn in diam eter ; not 33 mrn as stated ( repo rted by G . J . Bernadt ) .

l llustration USPM
N o. Schedule Description (dimensions ill millim eters) Used wit h Reported hy

Missent and Forwarded 40 x 3 (Milwaukee. Wis.) S2

H EMPST EAD / D / T EX C-39 K5 ( 1858 used ) U9

BROCK ETT'S BRIDG E/ D/ N.Y. C-38 K5 S5

Not illust rated A-2

No t illus t ruted A-2

A A-27b

B A- 13

C A-27c

D A-27c

E A-27c

F A-2

A-28

Sta r ( 18mm) C hateaugay. N.Y.

DUE 3 C-22 blue , Keene. N.H.

DUE 3 29 x 10 New York

DU E 3 25 x 8 Albany N.Y .

QU IN DA RO / ms D / K.T. K7. K3 C-30

rimless (T he Chase Cabee n book show s a simi
la r o ne with rim. and Mr. Ja rrell co nfirm s
that bo th types exis t )

S2

S5

U9

S5

S2

G . J . Bern adt

G. J. Bern adt

G. 1. Bern ath

G . J . Be rnad t

G. J . Bern ath

G. J. Bernath

G. J . Bernath

D. L. Jarrell

)Jincn1 'Jnd 'f'or W 3£ dec1

*
Due3

A
D

DUE 3 ~ D .~ B C
~ '1

£ ;~ 0
C.

F *" ~

I star ted co llecting sta mps when the 1897 Ca nadian Ju bilee sta mps were is
sued, fro m which it is easy to see that I long since should have passed the
baton of section edito rship to yo unger and mor e vigorous hands. However ,
I hop e to make a co ntributio n now and then , and of co urse sta nd rea dy at
all times to assist the new edito r and his assoc iate in any way they req uest.
Part icul arl y do I acknowledge the splendid cooperation of the members hip
in supplying co py for the sect ion . It has been a wa rm pleasure and heartening
ex pe rience to work with yo u.

TRACY W. S IM PSON
DOES IT PAY TO ADVERTISE
in The Chronicle?

Our Advertisers Think So
They're in a Position to Know!
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
The Three Cent Scarlet, Scott's No. 74
JEROME S. WAGSHAL

Having examined the question of how the Scarl et was brought to the phil
atelic market, and the circumstances which may have accounted for its production
by the Bank Not e Company, we now take a close look at the Scarl et itself.

IV. THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCARLET

The physical characteri stics of the Scarlet lend support to the conclusion that
it is a trial color proof, produced sometime in Sept emb er of 1861 as a possible
substitute for the then current pink-rose pin k shades.

A. Quality of Impression
Th e degree of wear of a 3 cent 1861 plate can best be judged by the fine

lines in Washington 's face and hair. In very ea rly imp ressions, these lines show
throughout the upp er part of the head , bu t they were not very deeply engra ved
and wore rapid ly. Fo r th is reason , in most of the issued stamps if an imaginary
horizont al line is drawn th rough Washin gton 's head at a point just above his eye
brow , the dom e above the line will usually show considerable evidence of plate
wear. Thi s characteristic plate wear is shown in Figure 14 , which is a plate number
single of Plate 19, the plate which Luff states was used to print the Scarlets. The
stamp shown in Figure 14 must have been prin ted after the plate had seen a fair
amount of use.

All of the Scarlets, however , are sharp, clear impressions in which the fine
lines of the design show in great detail. This detail gives the Scarlets a noticeabl y
different appearance from the regularly issued sta mps, quite apart fro m the differ
ence in colo r. T his can be seen by comparing the stamp shown in Figure 14, with
the illustra tions of Scarlets shown ea rlier in Figures 3, 4, 5 and 8.

Some Scarlets do show evidence of slight plate wear in the area of the top of
the head . This point was vividly illust rated in the cat alog of the Siegel rarity sale
of March 28, 1968. Two Scarlets, lots 79 and 80, are pictur ed side by side, with
the former item show ing ma rkedly greate r detail in the head. It is obvio us that if
these two items were printed from the same plate, they must have been printed at
distinctly separated point s of time, leadin g again to the conclusion that there was
more tha n one lot of the Scarlets. It should be emphas ized, however , that the de
gree of plate wea r shown in any Scarlet is very small compa red to that exhibited
by the average issued stamp.

In addition to their unworn impressions, the Scarlets appea r to be very care
fully printed. All in all, the Scarlets have wha t can only be described as a proof
like quality.

B. The Paper of the Scarlets
I believe the Scarlet was printed on a spec ial high-quality stock of paper

which the National Bank Note Compa ny used for finished proofs. When held to the
light this paper shows a higher degree of translucence than the paper used for the
issued stamps, and it is also less porous. This specia l paper was prob ably used
especia lly for submitting samples to the Post Office in orde r to show the compa ny's
engravings to the best advant age.

It must be emphasized that my judgment about the paper of the Scarlet is a
subjective one . The technical aspects of paper rank high on the list of neglected
philatelic studies, and the paper of the 1861 issue is no exception . Nevertheless,
after having exam ined many Scarlets and many of the unissued Premieres Gravures
over the years, I have come to believe that all of these items, and the Lake, Scott
No. 66, were printed on this specia l paper.
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Th e comm on impression about the paper used for the 1861 issue is that
sta ted in the Scott Specialized Catalogue:
The paper of Nos. 55 to 62 inclusive is thin and semi-transpa ren t, that of the fo llowing
issues is usually th icker and more op aque .

T his statement is incorrect insofar as the thickness of the paper is concerned.
1 have tested 3 cent Premieres Gravures and found no significant difference in
thickness between them and the stamps of the regular 1861 issue." The Scarlets 1
have examined have tested out to about the same thickness as the Premieres
Gravures and the regular issue.

The cata logue description is correct in stating that the paper of the regular is
sue is more opaque. Th e paper of the Premieres Gravures tran smits much more
light than the paper of the regular issue, and when held to the light the paper of the
form er gives the imp ression of being whiter and less porous. Thi s grea ter trans
lucence is probably the reason that it came to be erro neously believed that the
Premieres Gravur es paper is thinner. The Prem ieres Gr avures paper , incident ally,
differs from the paper of the 3 cent Pink and the 10 cent T ype I , Scott No. 58,
both of which have the reputation of being on thin brittl e paper. However , the
onl y pap er which I have seen which has the translucence and lack of poro sity of
the Premieres Gravures is the paper of the Scar let and the Lak e. I do not think that
this paper was used for issued stamps.
C. Th e Plate Number

Luff reports that the Scarlets were printed from Plate No. 19.48 Th ere has
been no confirm ation found of this. How ever , Luff is still generally accepted as an
autho rity on the plate numb ers of the early issues. If Lu ff was correct about the
Scarlet's plate number, this constitutes further evidence tha t the Scarlet was pro
duced. not in 1865 or 1866, but in 1861 , sometime after the 3 cent value was is
sued in August of that year. Unlike the preceding 1851-57 issue, in which a sepa
ra te series of plate numbers was established for eac h denomination, the plate num
bers of the 1861 series were assigned consecuti vely for the series as a whole.!''
Acco rdingly, the time of manufacture of a particular plate of the 186 1 issue can
be better related to the other plates of the series.

Figure 14

A plate number single (not a Scarlet) printed from plate 19 . (Co ur te sy of George T. Turner)
6 1



Th e series of plates of the 1861 issue began with the National Bank Note
Company's being awarded the 1861 contract. The first 18 plat es were made befor e
the August 16 issue dat e. Th e first eight numbers were assigned to the Premieres
Gr avures plat es in the order of denomination, as follow s:
p~~ p~~

N um ber D enomination N umber Denominat ion
1 On e Ce nt 5 T welve cents
2 Three cen ts 6 Tw enty-four cents
3 Fi ve cents 7 Thi rty cents
4 . . Ten cents (T ype I ) 8 Nin ety cents

Th ese eight plates were surely made in June of 1861 or, at the latest , in early Jul y.
How ever , only three of these plates were ever used to print postage stamps, these
being Plat e No.4 (lO¢) , No .6 (24¢) and No .7 (30¢).

Following the original group of eight plates , a group of ten plat es was made,
this time all in the issued designs as follow s:

p~~ p~~

N um bers D enomination N um bers Denominat ion
9 and 10 . . One cent 16 Tw elve cents

II thru 14 Three cent s 17 . . . . . . . . . . .. Five cents
15 Te n cent (Type II) 18 Nin et y cents

It is evident from the numberin g of the plat es relative to the denomination s, and to
the circumstances of the Premi eres Gravures, etc. , that this gro up of ten plate s, to
gether with the previou sly made plat es 4, 6 and 7 served as the full origin al set of
plates which were put to press in Au gust, 1861 to produce the initial deliveries of
the 1861 issue. (Plate 4, the ten cent type I , Scott No. 58, may have been put to
press in early September , judging by its earliest known dat e of use.)

It follows that Plate 19 , from which the Scarlet was printed , was most
probably made after the initial production of the 1861 issue in mid-August of that
year. However, it was probably not made very much later . Th ere were a total of
nineteen additional three cent plat es produced after Plate No. 19, so that Plat e 19
was in all likelihood made fairly ea rly in the 1861 period . And, as previously
noted, the sha rp engraving of the Scarlets indicates they were printed when the
plat e was new.

What could well have happened is this: The National Bank Note Company
had to submit color samples of the 3¢ stamp to the Po st Office Department in Sep
tember , 1861. The first four plates of the 3¢ denomination, Plat es Nos. I I , 12, 13,
and 14 had all been used to print con siderable quantities of the original run in
July and August of 1861 . Thus, these plat es should have been somewha t worn by
September. Consequ ently , in order to hav e sharp, proof-like impressions from a
completely unworn surface after August 15, 1861, the Company either made up a
new plate , or used a new plate which had already been mad e in anti cipation of
need .

In short, the fact that the Scarl ets were printed from Plate 19 tend s to support
the theory that the Scarlets were trial color proofs offered by the National Bank
Note Company to the Post Office Department in Sept ember or Oct ober of 1861 ,
and were rejected by the Post Office in favor of the colors which first appea red in
November, 1861.

On e curious aspect of the 3 cent plate numbers of the 1861 issue is that , if
Luff is correct as to the numbers, the order of catalogue listing of the Scarl et and
the Lake is reversed . According to Luff, the 3¢ Lak e. No. 66 , was printed from
Plat e No. 34. This would indic ate that the Lake was printed not earlier than 186 3,
afte r the Black Jack was issued , since the first four plates of the Black Jack were
numb ers 28 through 31, and the Black Jack was issued on July I , 1863 . ( Plate
Nos. 32 and 33, as well as 34 , were 3¢ plates. )

Ignoring for a mom ent the fact that neither the Lake or the Scarl et should be
listed among the United Stat es general issues of postage stamps, their cat alogu e
listings would, from the evidence of their plate numbers , seem to hav e been chrono
logically reversed . The Scarlet , printed from Plate 19 in 1861 , is now listed after the
Black Jack , which was first printed and issued in 1863. Th e Scarlet 's listing, still
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ass uming it sho uld be listed at a ll, sho uld fo llow th e 3 ce nt pink, No. 64, and pre
ce de No. 65, th e 3 ce nt rose. T he Lak e sho uld repl ace the Scarlet as No. 74 fo l
lowin g the Black J ack under the 1863 date of issue .

Could Luff have rever sed the pl ate numbers app lica b le to th ese two sha des?
O n th e basis of th e p resent ev ide nce the likelier answer see ms to be tha t the plate
n umbe rs a re correc t as repor ted by Lu ff, an d tha t the fac t of the Scarle t and Lak e
listings be ing reverse d is just another vagary of th e Scott catalog ue , which, like
Topsy, ju st "growed that way." It will be recalled that Scott first listed the Scarlet
in his ca ta log ues und er th e year date of 1868, an d th en moved it back to 1866 .
T hese inco rrect an d inexpl icabl e dates pro babl y we re th e rea son fo r th e inco rrect
orde r of listing in th e Scott Cata logues .

V. SU MMARY O F CO NCLU SIO NS

To sum up , based on present know ledge, the fo llowin g a re rea so nable con
clusions regard ing th e Scarl et :

1. T he Scarlet was p ro babl y p roduced by the National Bank Note Company
so me time in September of J86 1, or, at any ra te, shortly aft e r th e 1861 issue was
firs t put on sa le in mid-August.

2. The National Bank Not e Company produced the Scarl et as a trial col or
proof, as part of a process of ex perime nta tion to arr ive at a sa tisf ac tory co lor, after
th e pink sha des in which the 3 cent 1861 sta m p was origina lly issued p roved un
satisfactory to th e Post O ffice Dep artm ent.

3. T he Natio nal Ban k No te Compa ny sub mitted o ne o r mo re sheets of the
Scarlet , fully gumme d an d perfo ra ted , to the Post Office Dep artment , probably in
Sep tember 1861 , at wh ich time the Post Office Dep artment rejec ted the sca rlet
co lo r and th e Nati on al Bank Note Company we nt o n to develop the issued rose
co lor.

4 . The Nati on al Bank No te Company re ta ined seve ra l of the Scarl et co lor
proof sheets in its ow n files, including perh ap s an imperfo rate sheet as we ll as va r
iou s other typ es of proofs.

5 . The Scarlets were not printed on the ordinary paper used for issued sta mps,
b ut on a special whitis h paper of hig h t ran slucen ce which was used by the Nationa l
Bank No te Compa ny to show printing sa mples to the best ad va ntage.

6. The Scarl et s we re never issued by the Post Office Depa rtm ent for prep ay
ment of postage, and th ey we re nev er used for th e prep aym ent of posta ge in th e
peri od o f use of th e 1861 issue, th at is, during the yea rs of 1861 through 1868. 11
is unknown on a cove r of the peri od of its a lleged use. It is u nknown with a ca n
ce lla tion of the period of its a lleged use .

7. Sometime in the 1870 's, but no t before, J . Walter Scott ac quired some of
the Sca rlets which had been retai ned by th e Na tional Bank Note Company.

8 . In the late 1870 's Scott began to se ll the Scarl et s as an issued variety o f
the issued 3 ce nt 1861 , a ltho ugh kn owin g full we ll th ey we re o nly tria l color proofs,
and at so me poin t Scott had to co ncoct a sto ry abo ut how he di scovered them ,
which was the New Orlean s fabl e.'!":'

9. T he earliest known printed referen ce to the Scarlet is in J . Walte r Scott 's
auction cata logue for the sale of M ar ch I I , 1878 .

10 . The first listing of the Sca rlet in any stamp dealer's p rice list is in J. Wa I
ter Sco tt's 1880 Cata log ue (38th Edition) .

1 I . W hen Scott fi rst listed th e Scarlet, he listed its year of issue as " 1868,"
b ut th e re is no evide nce to support this dat e and it was pro babl y a figment of
Sco tt's imagin at ion .

12 . A fte r listing the Scarlet as issu ed in " 1868" fo r seve n edi tions of h is
Catalog ue, Sco tt changed th e listing to show its year of issue as " 1866." There is
a lso no ev ide nce to support this dat e, and it is a lso probably a figmen t of Sco tt 's
imagination.

13. In the late 1870 's an d early 1880's, Sco tt had severa l of the Scarlets
cancelled by putti ng the m o n enve lopes mailed at the New Yo rk Post O ffi ce . These
co pies bear typi cal standa rdized machine ca nce ls of the Bankn ote period which
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were unknown in the 1860 's, which Scott claim ed wa s the period of use of th e
Scarlet.

14. The pen marked Scarlets originated with Carl Rothf uch s. Som etime in
late 1892 or early J anuary 1893, the Post Office Depa rtment gave a sheet of the
Scarlets, probably a shee t of 100 , to Rothfuchs. All the stamps in th is shee t we re
invalidated again st pos sib le postal use ( not cancelled ), by four horizontal pen
stro kes on each sta mp, and thi s was done at the Post Office Department before th e
shee t was given to Rothfuch s. Rothfuchs was probably given thi s shee t as payment
or part paym ent for his services in arra nging the Po st Office's sta mp exhibit for th e
Columbian E xh ibition held in Chicago in 1893.

15 . In addition to the Scarlets put on the market by Scott and Rothfuchs,
there may have been ot her Scarlet s introduced to philately from other non-Post
Office sources, such as other dealers. One or more imperforate shee ts of th e Scar
let held by the Na tiona l Bank Note Company may have been pri vately per
for ated and put on the market , but nothing definite is known of these.

* * *
Ba sed on all that is known about th e Scarlet , I con clude th at :

THE SCARLET, SCOTT NO. 74 , IS NOT A POSTAGE STAMP.

IT IS A GUMMED AND P ERFORATED TRIAL CO LO R PROOF.

If a ra t iona l co nclusion is to be dr awn from the fac ts presently known, it
must be thi s one.

VI. THE CATALOGUE LISTING OF TH E SCARLET

When Scott sta rted his cata logues they were simply pric e lists, comparab le to
the well-known Brookman and Gibbons lists of today. Th e ori ginal listing of the
Scarl et was ob viously based on the simple fact th at J. Walter Scott had these item s
for sa le. It is significant to note the differ ence between Figur e 2. the 1880 Scott
Catalogue page which sta tes that the listed sta mps "can be obtai ned of the pub
lishers," and the present non -dealer status of the publisher s. In the 1880's th ere
were many othe r pric e lists in additio n to Scott 's, so that his ac tio n in listin g the
Scarlet was not definitive.

As Sco tt' s lists prospered and became the encyclopedic standa rd reference
works of phi lately, the listing of the Scarlet which he began for commercial pur
poses was continued as a non-commercial and irrational tr adition long after Scott
left the compan y and his Scarlet s had all been sold. By tradition thi s listing is still
continued although it viol ates the definitions of the Cata logue itself. In the Cata
logue, " Proofs" a re defined as " trial pr intings of a sta mp made from the origina l
die or the finished plat e," and "Color Tria ls" are defined as " print ings in various
colors mad e to faci litate selection of color for the issued stamps." By these defin i
tions, the Scarlet belongs in the Trial Co lor Proofs section of the Speci alized Cata
logue, and not among the general issues where it is now listed.

The regard which the Scarlet enjoys in the phi latelic mark et is clearl y ba sed
on its co ntinued listin g in the Scott Cat alogues. The "no t regul arly issued" state
ment in the Catalogue is patently insufficient to correct the basic erro r of th e Scar 
let 's listin g among the general issues. As Ashbrook sta ted, " the mere inclu sion in
the section [of th e Catalogue] devoted to legitimate sta mps is very apt to be mis
leading, in spite of small typ e notations of warning."?" On e of th e advantages of its
listing among the general issues is that the Scarlet is included in the Standard Cata
logue, whe reas it wou ld not be if it were correctly listed , since th at referenc e work
does not list tri al color proofs. The Scarlet's list ing among the U.S. gene ra l issues
also gives it a space in printed albums which provide spaces for all general issue
Scott numbers. Perhap s most imp ortant, all phil atelic auctionee rs offer the Scarl et
in their catalogs by the Scott number and with out the "not regularl y issued " sta te
men t. A moment' s reflection will permit any experienced collector to recognize the
enormous influence exercised by such auction descriptions continued year after
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yea r. It is obvious that under these ci rcumsta nces th e Cata logue's "no t regularly
issued" sta teme nt mu st be frequently unnoticed and ge ne ra lly misunder stood.

T he prices reali zed by Scarl et s in recent auctions are clear testimony that
man y U .S. co llec tors with more money th an scho larsh ip are see king to acquire a
co py of the Scarl et as part of their effort to have a copy of each Scott number in
their co llection.

The pr incipal argument agai nst revis ion of the ca ta log ue see ms to be th at
since the Scarl et has been listed amo ng the gene ra l issues for so man y years, it
would be unfai r to th ose who have bought it on the strength of th at listing to delet e
it fro m the general issues section at thi s late dat e. ( Indeed, a n at ionally p rominent
dealer refused to ass ist in thi s article on the gro un d th at it might harm th e sta tus of
the Scarlet. ) The answer to the argument is th at even if th e Sca rlet were p roperly
classified as a tri al co lor proof, its rom antic history wo uld probably p revent any
serio us devalu at ion . An eve n bett er answe r is th at any loss which the relatively
few ow ners of the Sca rlet wo uld incur wo uld be more th an offse t by th e ben efit to
phil ately genera lly of having its chi ef reference boo k tr eat th e Scarl et co rrec tly .

A lmos t all mod ern author ities agree tha t th e Scarlet's ca ta log ue listin g sho uld
be changed . Lester G . Brookman , the lea ding tr eati se write r of ou r day, has recom
men ded the cha nge for the last twent y yea rs ."! As hb roo k pu t the matter thi s
way: fi2

I believe that certa in things are either right or wro ng and that all the apologies
and arguments in the world cannot make a right out of a wro ng. As sure as the sun
rises and sets, the day will come when all the apologies, excuses, arguments, etc., will
be disregarded and proper adjustments will be made in the cata log and printed al
hums. .. .

Since the editors of the cat alogue have withs tood such b road sides for so
man y decad es, perhap s they will yield to the more ge ntle blandishments of verse :

THE CALF-PATH

By Sam Walter Foss -"

One day through the primeval wood
A calf walked home as good ca lves should;
But made a trail all bent askew,
A crooked trail as all calves do.
Since then three hundred years have fled,
And I infer the calf is dead.

II

But still he left behind the tra il,
And thereby hangs my moral talc.
The trail was take n up next day
By a lone dog that passed that way;
And then a wise bell-wether sheep
Pursued the trail o'e r vale and steep,
And drew the flock behind him, too,
As good bell-wethers always do.
And from that day, o'er hill and glade,
Thro ugh those old woods a path was made.

III

And many men wound in and out,
And dodged and turn ed and bent abou t,
And uttered words of righteous wrath
Because 'twas such a croo ked path ;
But still they followed--do not laugh
The first migrations of that calf,
And through this winding wood-way stalked
Because he wobbled when he walked.
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IV
T h is forest path became a lane
That bent a nd tu rned a nd turned again ;
T his c roo ked lan e became a road ,
Where m any a p oo r ho rse wi th h is lo ad
T oil ed o n ben eath th e bu rn ing s un.
A nd tra veled so me th ree m iles in one .
A nd thus a ce nt ury a nd a hal f
They tro d the foots teps of that calf.

V
The yea rs passed o n in sw ift ness fleet ,
T he ro ad became a villag e st reet :
A nd this, befo re men we re aware,
A c ity's c ro wded th o rough fare.
A nd soon th e ce ntral st ree t wa s th is
O f a re no w ne d metropol is ;
A nd m en tw o centur ies and a h alf
Trod in th e foo ts te ps of th at ca lf.

V I
Each d ay a hundred th ousand ro ut
Follo we d th is zi gzag cal f a bout
A nd o 'e r h is c ro oked journey went
The traffic of a co ntine nt,
A h und red th ousand men we re led
By one cal f ne a r three centuri es dead .
They fo llowed st ill his c rooked way.
A nd lost o ne hundred yea rs a day ;
Fo r thus suc h reverence is lent
T o well-e sta blished preced en t.

V II
A m ora l lesson this mi ght teach
Were I o rdai ne d and ca lled to preach ;
For m en a re prone to go it b lind
A long th e calf-p a th of th e mind ,
A nd work away from sun to su n
T o do wha t ot he r men have don e .
T he y fo llow in th e beat en track,
A nd o ut and in, and fo rth a nd back,
A nd st ill th eir devious cour se pursu e,
T o ke e p th e path that o thers do .
They keep th e path a sac red groove ,
A lo ng whi ch a ll th ei r lives th ey m ove ;
Bu t how th e wise old wood-gods laugh.
Who saw th e first prim eval ca lf.
A h, m an y things th is tale m ight teach 
But I am not o rda ine d to preach.

Footnotes

~ 7 Paper th ickness tests were cond ucted by the author at the Smithsonian In stitut ion.
Washingt on, D.C.. in an atmosphere of contro lled temper atu re and humidi ty. Testin g instru
ment was a Minden Pap er G auge, calib ra ted in thou sa nds of inches.

~s Luff. Postage St amps of the United S tates ( 1902), p, 93 .
~ i1 Ibid ., pp. 92-93.
·l il A Ellio tt Perr y, who was earlier re por ted as being of the opinion that Sco tt was selling

the Scarlet as early as 1867. wrote the autho r on Nove mber 21. 1968. that " I . . . do not
cla im th at Sco tt had any Scarlet or ve rmil lion as early as 1867. I do maintain that Scott
offered the vermi llion (Scar let) for 25¢ as having been issued ill 1867 . . . ."

;,(1 Ashbrook , Th e Stam p S pecialist, Y ellow Book ( 1942 ) , p. 92.
fi l He first recommen ded the change in Brookm an, T he 19th Century Postage St am ps o f

the United St ates (New Yo rk : H. L. Lindq uist , 1947 ) , Vol. II . p. 269; and late r in his recen t
wo rk. T!re U nited S la tes Postage S tam ps of the 19th Century (1 966 ) , Vo l. III , p. 238.

;, ~ Ashbrook. St am p Sp ecialist . Y ello w Book , p. 92.
;,:1 C/. , Ste venson. Burton E.. Home Book of V erse ( Holt, Rinehart & Win ston) . 1953;

9th Ed.. Vo l. I , p. 1896.
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Collin & Co.-Handstamps
ARTHUR H. BOND

Shown as Fig. A is a circ ular issued by Collin & Co ., Box 4730, New York
Post Office, soliciting orders for " Improved Brass-Bound Rating Stamps" and il
lustrating certain styles which were in common use in the early 1860's. To the
writer's knowledge, this is the first publi shed record of an advertisement offerin g
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stamps of these styles. It appears from the price that these were engraved in wood,
reinforced by a brass ring. From the delicate detail of the date elements it seems
prob able that these were cas t in type metal.

The circula r is not da ted, but the statement ".. . our stamps in use six yea rs"
indicates a datin g about 1862. The HALIFAX/MASS. stamp shown in Plate 8
Sched . A-4 of U.S. Postal Markings is comparable to the double-circl e type No .
3 of thi s circular. It includes an unusually small (2 mm . high ) year-date 1857 ,
which seem s to be an early use, since the writer has never seen this type of mark
ing on an imp erforate stamp. As noted in Chronicle No. 40 , the earliest con 
firmed date of use of a stamp of the first type shown in the circular (26 mm. diam
single circle) is the WEST HAMPTON/MS stamp bearing a similar 2 mm . year
da te of 1859. Th e datin g OCT 22 on this cover co rresponds exactly with the
type show n in the circular. An ea rly date of Oct. 29, 1859 for a stamp of the
seco nd type (concentric circles) was report ed from WEST GLOUCESTER/MASS.
in Chronicle No . 43 .

Mon son Clark , menti oned as a reference, is listed as Blank Age nt at New
York in the 1861 Official Register , but Registers 1863 and 1865 show Beverly
Clark in thi s position .

The sections of the New York City directori es describing Post Office activi
ties show that Ori ent H. Collin was Supt. of the Registry Dept. from 1860 to 1865
and became Supt. of Lett er Distribution about 1866. Edw ard H. Collin was Supt.
of Stati on B, on e of the most active branches, in 1863 -64 .

Since Collin is an unu sual name, one is inclined to ass ume that these post
office employees were engaging in the stamp business as a sideline. Th e third
paragraph from the bott om of the circular, offering to ac t as purchasing agents
for "anything from New York ," implies that their serv ices in procuring hand
sta mps may have been of the same nature. Th at is, they probably sold the stamps
for some manufacturer. Th e promise to ship in five days indicates that the stamps
were made locally.

Th e only engrave rs adve rtising Post Office Stamps in the City directori es
of this period were Sutcliff, Winckler & Co., 26 Maiden Lane "Engravers, Die
Sink ers and Book-Binder s" Tool Cutters; Cancelling, Endorsing and Post Office
"Sta mps," who appear in 1864 and 1865 lists. We know, however , that Edmund
H oole, of New York, as subcontrac tor for Fairb ank s & Co . was also then makin g
stee l stamps, which the Government supplied to the larger offices. Exampl es from
Boston , Detroit, Roch ester, Mobile, etc. indicate that these were similar to the
seco nd style illustrated in this circular , bu t with taller lett ers ( 3 mm. ) in the
month logos. Wh eth er these engrave rs also produced wooden sta mps has not been
de termined.

Th e most ac tive manufactu rer of wood hand stamps was, of course, E . S.
Zevely (fo llowed by John H. Zevely ) , of Cumberland, Md ., who held the contract
for supplying the P.O. Dept. His stamps were furni shed to offices having annual
receipts in excess of $ 100 but less than $500. Impressions pra cticall y identic al in
style with No.4 of the circular have been seen with S-5 stamp from New Boston ,
New Marlboro and Northfield Fa rms and No.3 style from Monterey. All are small
towns in Massachusetts with annual receipt s in the range $ 100-2 00 in 1859 ; hence
were barely eligible to receive free hand stamp s at that time.

An item that may be significant is that practically all hand stamp s of No. I
type show a much wider clear space between circle and letters than this illustr a
tion. Also the alignment and spaci ng in Nos. I and 2 are inferior to the genera l
standard, especially of the steel stamps.
Domestic Postal Markings
Accompanying our plat e of postal markings is a sho rt article by Mr. Th eron

Wierenga regarding usage of " Paid" markings on the 3¢ 1861 sta mps from Michi
gan towns. In Plate I , items I through 5 are tracings of tho se markings which may
deviate somewha t from being an exact represent ation of the Linn type to which it
was assigned by M r. Wiere nga . It is possible that most of these differences are due
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to the strikes being partial or worn , but it seems worthwhile to illustrate these. Item
2 1 is a type of c.d. s. often found used in Michigan ; although the Albion marking
is shown, the Farmington and Milford marking s are of the same size and style. All
of these markings are 31-3 2 mm in diameter and the wording is mad e up from
three sizes of capital letters.

Item No. 7 shows no state designation in the example seen, nor does there
seem to be any place for such. No. l O is also one of those markings with no state
name, and there are six possible states.

After the Civil War , reestabli shment in the form er Confederate States of a
full-fledged postal system on a civilian basis was rath er slow in coming, as some of
the southern post offices were not reopened until 1867. Osyka , Miss. is shown as
an example, and the c.d.s. is similar but not necessarily of the same family as the
gove rnment authorized instruments.

An article concerning the postal markings of General Bank s' Division ap
peared in Chronicle No. 59. On page 103 of that article, the comment was made
that no Bank s' Division markings had been seen used between late November of
1861 and ea rly March, 1862, and that probably Bank s' troops were in winter quar 
ters so that some Maryland town post offi ces could be utilized rather than the
Banks' Division field post office. Mr. Lynn Brugh suggests that Sandy Ho ok, Md .
( Item 12, Plate I ) was prob ably such a location , as this office was previously un
known . (While the 1859 list of post offi ces lists a Sand y Hook, Md. , this was in
Harford County, a long way from Harp er's Ferr y. ) Sand y Hook, as listed in the
1862 list of post offices, is in Washington County, and right across the Potom ac
from Harp er's Ferry. As the O.R. s indicate almost continuous presence of Federal
troops in Sandy Hook in the winter of 1861-2, there is a good probabil ity that
Sandy Hook was established to handle military mail. However , Point-of-R ocks,
Poolesville and several other towns also handled much military mail, and Bank s'
Division Headquarters were at Frederick, Md . for most of the winter. Many ob
viously military covers with Frederick markin gs are known for this period.

Item 15, report ed by Seymour Kaplan, is hand struck upon a lett er bearing a
U.S. Ship/ 3¢ marking (round), a New York excha nge office Bri t. Packet/IO¢
marking and a hand stru ck British 2 shilling due mark ing. Th e cover is addressed
to Ireland , and bears an Irish receiving backstamp including a '62 year date with
a misshapen "6" that appears more like a "5" than a "6 ." While a more detailed
report of the possible source of this cover must be postponed until another issue,
the Period Editor would much app reciate reports of any more markings such as
Item IS, and a complete description of the cover upon which such may appea r.

Items 16 and 17 are occupation markin gs of Pensacola, F lorida, which was
reocc upied by the Federals on May 10, 1862. Reports of markings of the type of
Item 17, with prob ably year date, would be much ap preciated.

The same request applies to the markin g shown as item 18, which also is ap
pare ntly the first example seen of an occupation marking.

Items 19 and 20 appear upon a 15¢ rate cover to abroad. Th e cover is pre
paid, obviously, by the stamps, but the markings, in red , were also handstamped
by the Waterbury post office. Mr. George Hargest advises these were a ca rryover
fro m the period prior to the issuance of the high value stamps of 1860, being used
to indicate prepayment of postage on stampless cove rs. Such markings, being un
necessary, must be quite scarce on foreign rate covers of the 1861 and later periods,
which bear stamps.
Michigan: "Paid" on u.s. # 6 5
THERON WIERENGA

The most comm on stamp in the classics area of U.S. collecting is the 3¢ rose
of 1861 , Scott 's #65, and its most common cata loged cancel is the simple wor d
"PAID." Mr. George W. Linn's well known work Th e Paid M ark ings on the 3 ¢
U.S. Stamp of 1861 has dealt qu ite well with this subject, but as with all research
work that deals with a listing of items that have been seen by an au thor, new items
keep cropping up . In these paragraph s I would like to present severa l " PAID"
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cance ls on # 65 that I have come across that Mr. Linn did not list, all of them from
Michigan.

Th e ca ncels that Mr. Linn listed from Michigan are four : Dowagiac, "Paid"
in Circle Type XXVI; Gre enville, Rom an Type II ; Kalamazoo, " Paid" in Circle
Type XXV III ; Musk egon , Roman Type V. To this list I wou ld like to add an
additiona l seven " PA ID" cancels that I have found.

A lbion
Farmington
Mil ford
O livet
Saugatuck
Verno n
Wayne

" Paid" in Arc T ype I
Rom an T ype V
Rom an T ype V
Gothic Ty pe IX
Go thic T ype V
Go thic T ype V III
" Paid 3" in C ircle Ty pe I

All of these ca ncels are in black with the exception of Wayne, which has
both the town and killer in bright gree n.

Domest ic Pos tal Markings

PLAT E I

1 Sa uga tuck, Mich . ba lloon; see Wierenga article.
2 PA ID mark ing used with Saugatuck . See text.
3 PAI D mark ing used with O livet c.d.s. See text.
4 PAI D / 3 ma rking used wit h A lbion c.d.s . See text.
5 PA ID in circle. Used at Wa yne, Mich. Brigh t green.

See tex t.
6 Pelh am , Ma ss. in a rc. On rose pink.
7 No rt h or So uth Wi nd ham , Conn. o r So . Wind ham,

Vt. Can so meo ne te ll us which?
8 So. Woodstock, Vt.
9 LO UDO N RIDG E/D / N .H .; edges of instrument

a lso sho w. Wi th bar killer on sta mp. On fine
pat rio tic (Walcott #2579) .

10 Negative STATE-LIN E in scro ll J ULY . . . what
state? Co uld be In d o, Wis., Ohio, Pa., Ky. or Mass.
A lthough Ga. is listed for 1862, post office was not
then Federa l.

II Osyka , Miss. P robably immediate post war ( re
co nstruct ion era ) rath er tha n occupa tion (wa rtime) .

12 Sa ndy Hoo k. N .J . See tex t.
13 Ravenswood. Va. On Oh io River in (l ater) West

Virginia
14 WINN EBAG O C IT Y I ':' M IN N . " D/ YD
15 In black. Please report any dupli cates to Per iod

Edi tor. See text.
16 Occupat ion marking. 1862. " FLO."
17 Occ upat ion (wart ime?) " FLA," See text. Duplex.
I8 Oc cupation marking? See text.

19 & 20 See text. Mar kings are in red .
2 1 See text.

/ 11'111 Description
Use d wi th
SCO I/ N o. Su bmitted by

63 ; 65 (3) Wierenga
Wier enga

65 Wiereng a
65 Wierenga

65 Wiere nga
65 A. H. Bon d

65 J. Kesterson
65 J. Keste rson

65 D. Jarr ett

65 D. Jar rett

65 J. Kester son
65 Graha m

65 G allagher
65 Ga llag her

Sey mo ur Kapla n
65 G raham
65 Graha m
65 Ga llaghe r

68. 76 Walter H ubba rd
Wierenga

No te : Unless o therwise stated . all mar kings are in blac k.
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SW AP?
Try a "Classified" ad verti sement in Th e Chronicle. Send your co py to the
advertising manager, Mr. Sol Salkind , 3306 Ro chamb eau Ave., Bron x,
N. Y . 10467.

Remit at the rate of 50¢ per line (40 letters or spaces ) when you send
yo ur co py. Deadline, J une IS, 1969 for next issue.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
Railroad Markings

CHARLES L. TOWLE

( I ) Mr. David Jarrett repor ts a new variety of straight line marking for ad
dition to Remele listing:

P 16-c P. & W. R.R .- Oct. 6 2 1 X 3 mm. (plus date ), Red.

T his Providence and Worcester Railroad mar king is on stampless cover with
red V rat e marking. Lett er is headed Syracuse Oct. 5, 1849 but folded letter must
have been hand carried to Worces ter , Mass. and mailed at station or handed to
P . & W. route agent at that point.

do:
~~~

<~~
" ."

(2) Early date usages : Mr. Calvet Hahn reports the following dates for
Remele listings which should be noted as of interest :

R 4-a dated 12/ 5/ 37 and 12/1 5/ 37.
R 4-f dat ed I 1/ 3/3 8.
R 4-g dated 1/10/ 42 and as late as 1845 on a letter to Albany.

( 3 ) ERRATA-In Chronicle 6 1 illustration shown as 42 1-A-5 on page 32
should be 502-A-2 and illustration shown on page 33 as 502-A-2 should be 42 1
A-5 .

(4) Th e illustration shown on page 16 of Chronicle 61 (N. YORK & ERIE
R.R . 37 black, 185 7-6 1) reported by 1. S. Wagshal should be assigned Remele
number N 12 I.

(5) Since the recent publication of R ailroad Postm arks of the United States
1861 to 1886 our members have submitted many new items for the record and the
Addenda will be resumed with Plates VII and V III in this issue and cont inued
from time to time to keep this cat alog cur rent, as will also be the case with newly
reported items for the Remele catalog.
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previous Addenda to the Towle-MeyerFor the con venience of our readers
catalog have been published as follows:

Plates I and I I Chronicle 56
Plates I II and IV Chronicle 57
Plate V Chronicle 58
Plate VI Chronicle 59

Nov. '67
Feb. '68
May '68
Aug . '68

Pgs. 110, 111
Pgs. 29 , 3 1
Pg. 69
Pg.109

* * *

ADDENDA

Plate VII

Missouri

li07-D- I, 25 Y2 black. Banknote . (Southwest Bran ch & 51. Loui s?) 15.
8 11-B- I. 26 blac k, Ban knote. 3.

\Viscon sin
837-L- I. 29 black, WYD 1880. I.
838-E-2 , 26 Y2 bla ck, 1881. 4.
842-C-2, 25 Y2 black, Banknote. "S" killer. 3.
842-E- I, 25 black , Ban knote. (Chicago & Milwaukee-misspell ing ) 5.
844-0 ·1, 25 black, 1871. 12.
844-E- I, 25 Y2 black, 1778. ( Menas ha & Milwau kee-misspelling) 6.
846-C- I, 26 Y2 black, 1788. Partial. (Mi lwaukee & Oshkosh R.R . ) 8.
849-A-2, 26 Y2 black, WYD 1882. 2.
849-A-3, 27 black , WYD 1883. 2.
849-B ·I , 26 black, 1877. Par tial. (Worcester & Menasha) 10.
852-B-I , 26 Y2 black, Eigh ties. (Stevens Point & Portage) 4.
853-A -2, 27 blue, 1881. Possible partial. (C um berland & Hudson ) 8.
854- B- 1, 27 Y2 black, WYD 1886. (Abbottsfo rd & SI. Paul) 2.
Ca ta log Rout e 861: Sparta to Viroq ua , Wis. via CHICAGO. MI LWAU KEE & ST . PAUL R.R.
Route Agents : Spa rta & Viroqua. Wis. 1881, 1882. 1883-1 Age nt (36 miles ) .
Markings: 86 1-A-I , 26 Y2 black , WY D 1889. 3.

Minn esota
866-C-2, 26 black. 1877 . 4.
866- H- I. 27 11'2 black. WYD 1886. 2.
868-0· 1. 27 black . Ban knote. Part ial. (La Crosse & Jackson ) 6.

Kan sas
909-F-I . 27 black. WY D 1886. 2.
813-E ·1, 27 Y2 black. WYD 1886. 2.

Colorad o

955-0·1. 27 Y2 black , Ban knote. Partial. "N" killer. (Denver. Pueblo & Co nejo s) 18.

ADDENDA

Plate VIII

New York

Catalog Rout e 153: Addison. N.Y. to Westfield. Pa.. via AD DISON & NO RT HE RN P EN N
SYLVANIA R.R .

Rout e Agents : Addi son , N.Y. & Westfield. Pa., 1883- 1 Clerk (27 miles ) .
Markings: 153-A- 1, 27 11'2 black. WYD 1885. 3.

Penn sylvania

180-C-2, 24 Y2 black, Bank note . N DL. (Lehigh Valley R.R . ) 7.
195-5·4. D. Oval 34-24 x 25 Y2-15Y2 blue, WY D, Ninetie s. (Northe rn Ce ntra l Rail Way) 6.
I95-S-7b. D. Oval 29-2 1Y2 x 23Y2 - 15Ih blue. WY D 1875. (N orthern Ce ntra l Rail Way) 10.
198-F-I , 26 Y2 black, WY D 1884. (Williamsport & Er ie) 2.
20 3-1-4 , 26 Y2 black, Eighties. T.N. (New York & Pittsburgh, Western Division ) 1.
235-S·4, D. Oval 32-24 11'2 x 23Y2-16 blue, WYD 1871. ( Pitts burgh & Co nnellsvi lle) 18.
242-B-2. 26 Y2 black, Ban knot e. 3.

Maryland

274-S·8a, D. Circle 22 Y2- 13Y2black. WY D 1865. ( Baltimore & Ohio) 18.
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838-E-2

2
842-C-2 842-E-1

844-E-1 846-c-1

849-B-1 852-B-1

PLATE VII



195-5-7b

242-B-2

534-B-1

C.H.&I.R.R.
JUN
8

1882
M~\-&f$.

658-S-1a

180-C-2

C.B.& Q.R.R.
JUH

"7
1898

FOX, ILL.

700-S-1

198-F-1

J42-A-l

717-8-1

680-E-1

851-E-1

909-G-1

PLATE VIII
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South Carolina

Ca ta log Rout e 342: Sumter to Lane's , S.c. via CENTRAL RAI LROAD OF SOUTH CARO
LI N A.

Houte Agents : Lane' s & Sumter, S.c. , 1883-1 Cle rk. (40 mile s. ) (See also Catalog Route
340 .)

Markin gs: 342-A-\, 27 Y2 black , Eightie s. T .N . (Columbia, Sumter & C ha rleston) 2.

Ken tucky

523-S -2, Oval 32 \1.1 x 27 Vi blue , WY D 188 \, (Louisville, C incinnati & Lexington ) 8.
534- B-I , 26 Y2 black, 1877. (Maysville & Lexington ) 8.
537-S-2 . D. Circle 32Y2-23 Y2 blue, WYD 1881. (Louisville & Nashville) 10.

Indian a

658-S-l a, Shield, bl ue, WY D 1882. (Cincinnati, Ham ilton & Ind ian apo lis ) 10.
680·E- I, 26 Vi black. Bank note. ( Railway Mail Serv ice) "T" killer. 2.

Illin ois

700-S-I , Box, 27 Y2 x 23 Y2 blu e. WYD 1888. (Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) 4.
-28 Y2 x 25 112-2 1 black, 1876. (I llinois Ce ntra l R.R. Co .l7 17-S-I , D. Oval (Negative) 321/'2

Eldorado , Ill. ) 12.
Wi scon sin

Vi black, WYD 1880. Parti al. (Agent's name missing at848-C- I, Tr. Circ le 29 Y2-27 Y2-17
top-pro babl y B. W. Naylor ) 5.

85 1-E- 1, 27 black , WYD 1886. ( Rhine land & Milw auk ee ) 2.
Ca ta log Route 856 : Men asha to Schle isingervi lle, Wis. via WI SCON SI N CENTRAL R.R .
Houte Agents : Me nas ha & Sch leisingervil le, Wis., 1883-1 C lerk (66 mi les ).
Markin gs: 856 -A-\, 27 black , WYD 1884. 4.

Kan sas

909 G- I, 26 112 black, WY D 1886. ( Kansas City & New Kiowa ) 2.

Nebraska

934-0 -2, 27 black. WYD 1886. (Nebras ka City & Grand Island ) 2.
Back Issues 01

~bc «brontclc
are available to members and non-members

Issues numbered 1 to 44 (in multilith),
$1 ,00 each to members; $1.50 to non-members

Issues numbered 46 to 49 and 51 and subsequent (printed),
$2.50 each to members; $3.50 to non-members

If your research and/or reference library, pertaining to the United States
Classic Postal Issues, is not complete, we urge you to ava il yourselves of the
opportunity to obtain what you need NOW.

Of the printed issues, No. 45 and No. 50 are out of print and others are In

limited supply. Due to high printing costs , these will not be reprinted.

Order from

MELVIN W. SCHUH
6 Laconia Road Worcester, Mass. 01609
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POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 02108
A New Auction Every 6 Weeks.
Every sale includes over 3300 lots of stam ps and
covers of United States and Possessions, Great
Britain and colonies, and General Foreign.

Catalog free upon request

Large retail department f eaturing
Un ited States, mint and u sed.

Prompt Lndi oidual. A tten t io n Given to W an t Lists.
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor
Covers to Siam

By 1782, afte r lon g years of war, the Burmese were dri ven fro m Siam , and
the Cha kri dyn asty was founded. It was not until the third reign of the Cha kr i,
however, th at contact with the western nati on s was esta blished. On J une 20, 1826,
Kin g Nang Klao allowed Siam to sign a t reaty of fr iendship and co mmerc e with
G reat Britain , Captain Burney acting for the British. On Mar ch 20 , 1833, a similar
treat y was sign ed with the United Stat es. Ne ither of these tr eaties we re satisfac tory,
since they did not provide fo r the establishme nt of co nsuls.

During the fourth reign of the Cha kri, King Ch om Klao Mongkut began the
wo rk of modernizin g Siam. On April 18, 185 5. Sir J. Bowring signed a new treaty
betw een Siam a nd G rea t Britain which can be con sidered as opening Siam . It was
modeled upon the An glo-Chinese treatie s of 1842 and 184 3, and the U.S.-Ch inese
t reat y of 1844. A British consul was established at Bangkok to exercise full extra
ter ritori al powe rs. Eng lishmen were allowed to own land in cer ta in defined dis
trict s ; Bangkok was opened to trad e und er consu lar supe rvision; th e consul pr e
side d ove r extra- terri torial crimina l and civil courts; and customs an d port dues as
we ll as land revenues were fixed. Similar treaties wer e signed with the United
Sta tes on May 29, 1856, and with Fr ance on August 15, 185 6.1 It was King
M ongkut who was refe rred to in the play " A nna a nd the King of Sia m."

Pr io r to the es tablishme nt of consuls. mail to Siam was by private ship, a nd
those who sent it there waged a precar ious co rres ponde nce . After the consulates
we re introd uced , it beca me feasible to send letters to Ban gkok in British mail as
far as Singap ore. This ed ito r, however, has found no refer ence regard ing a br anc h
pack et line th at plied between Singapore and Ban gkok. It it, therefo re, presumed
th at British mail letters we re for warded fro m Singapo re to Ban gkok by privat e ship.
T he re was no regul ar postal service to other places in Siam unt il th e ea rly 1880s.
This service, once introduced , was operated with con siderab le efficiency ove r a
sys tem of eas t-west canals. Siam joined the Universal Posta l Union in 1885. The
first ra ilway was ope ned in 189 3.

T he first referen ce to a posta l rate to Bangkok found in the Tables of Postages
to Foreign Co untries published in the United States appear ed in the February
1861 issue of the U.S. Mai l and Post Office Assistant, and th at issue co nta ins no
textul ar no ta tion regarding the introductio n of the rat e. T he entry in the tabl e
rea ds:

Bunko k. Siam , via Southampto n
do do via Mar se illes

33
39* 45

For bo th of the above rat es. prep ayment of postage in the United States was co m
pu lsor y. O n Septem ber I , 1861 . a rate to Siam was int rodu ced . This rate was 45
ce nts per half ounce by either the via So uthampton or via Ma rseilles route, and
was applied to lette rs to Penang, Singapore, Hong Kon g, and other pa rts of Ch ina,
Jap an , J ava, th e Philippine Islands, Labuan , Borneo, Siam, Sum at ra, and the
Molu ccas. T his rate was specifica lly called to the atte ntion of postm asters by a
long textul ar not ation in the Sep tember issue of the U.S. Mail and Post Office A s
sistant . One of the man y errors noted in the Tables of Postages to Foreign Coun
tries , however, occ urred with the introduction of thi s rate. Altho ugh edito r Hol
b rook int ro du ced and correct ly stated the rate to Siam , he neglected to change the
rate to Ban gkok , wh ich remain ed at 33 cents, via Sou thampton , and 39 cen ts and
• Per qua rter o unce.



Figure 1

45 cent s, via Marseilles. This over sight was not discovered and changed until
December 1861 , when the via Marseilles rate became 5 1 cents per qu arter ounce,
and 57 cent s per half ounce. It is doubted, however , that the United States Post
Office would have recognized the forme r rates after September I , 1861 .

A lthough a rate to Bangkok was not introduced until February 1861 , two
cove rs addressed to Bangkok before that dat e are known. On e was posted in 1858
and endo rsed " Via Southampton and Singap ore," while the other was posted at
New ark, N.J . on Sept ember 25, 1860, addressed to Ban gkok. This cover was lot
No. 53 in Robert A. Siegel' s 350th, " Ra rities of the World " sa le. The cover is
endorsed "Via Southampton" and is prepaid 33 cents by a strip of three of the
10 cent, type V,and a 3 cen t, type II , sta mps of the 1857 issue. On the reverse is
a "NEW YORK BR. PKT." marking in red dated September 26 . On th e face is a
red manuscript "28 ," indicating the credit to Great Britain for the 16 cen ts pack et
and 12 cent s Briti sh postages. On September 26, 1860 , the R.M .S. A sia sailed from
New York for Liverpool where it arr ived on October 7, 1 860 . ~ On the following
day the lett er was included by the London office in the "China" mail , which was
to be dispatched from that office on October 20, 1860 . The London office applied
a " LONDON/ OC 8 /6 0" marking in red. Th ere are no othe r markings on the
cover.:!

Altho ugh there was no announced Briti sh mail rate to Bangkok , these lett er s
were und oubtedly sent at Singapore rates (which wer e the same as those to China) .
If any postage was co llected in Bangkok, it is not indicated on the cover. Significant
ly, the cover shows neith er a Singapore transit marking, nor a Bangkok receiving
mark.

Figure 1 illustrates a cover posted in Jersey City, N.J. on M ay 29, 186 1,
addressed to Bangkok . It is endorsed "Via Southampton" and is prepaid 33 cen ts
by a pair and single 10 cent , type V, and a single 3 cent, type II , stamps of the
1857 issue. On the reverse is a "NEW YORK AM. PKT." marking in black dated
June 1. On the face is a " 12" in red manuscript, indicating the credit made by the
New York offi ce to Great Brit ain for 12 cent s British postage. On June I , 1861 ,
the Etna of the Inman Line, ' which was und er contract to the United States Po st
ma ster General , sailed from New Yo rk for Liverpool , and it is pr esum ed she con
veyed this letter to England. On June 12, 1861 , the London office included this
lett er in the "China" mail to be dispatched from that office on June 20, 1861.
London marked the cover "LONDON-EC/ PA ID / D/ JU 12/ 61 " in red . On the
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face of the cover is a red crayon marking which may indicate postage to be col
lected in Bangkok. This marking appears to have been first written as a " 12" and
then altered to a " 13." If it is a due marking, one can only guess at what currenc y
it represents.

Al though others may exist, these three covers addressed to Siam are all that
thi s editor has noted during the period of the 1850s and I860s . All of them are
addressed to D r. Samuel R . House, and all are prepaid 33 cents for service by the
Sou thampton route prior to Sept ember 186 1. How extensive this "Hou se" corre
spondence was is not known, but it is not unlikely that it represent s the sole source
of covers to Siam post ed during this period.

Footnotes

1 Langer, Willi am L.. ed itor. A n Encyclo pedia of World History , p. 873 ; also see : G ra
ham . Walter Armstrong, "Siam," Encyclopaedia Brita nnica, Eleventh Edition. vol. 25, pp . 6 8.

~ Sailing data for the C una rd Line as taken from incomplete C una rd records and co m
plet ed by the editor.

:1 This information through the courtesy of Robert A. Siege l Au ct ion Ga lleries. Inc.
-I Sai lings of the Inm an Line from custom s house record s as pub lished in appro priate is

sues of the Shipping and Co m mercial List and N ell' Y ork Prices C urrent.
Some Interesting Prussian Closed Mail Covers

Dr. Robert de Wass erman , RA 383 , reports the cover illustra ted as Figure I .
According to a let ter fro m Dr. de Wasserman, this cover was posted in Merce rs
burg, Pa . on J une 10, 1856, addressed to Prussia. T he cover, itself , is a stamped
envelope (Scott's No. U9 ), and is additionally franked with a pai r of 10 cent, a
pair of 3 cen t, and a single one cent, stamps of the 1851 issue. The pair of 10 cent
stamps is se-tenant (positions 53 and 54 IL ), types II and IV ( re-cut at bottom) .
The pair of 3 cent sta mps are type I (Scott's No. II ) , and the I cent is type IV
(Scott's No.9). It is indeed unusual to find the 30 cent Pru ssian closed mail in
tern ational rate prepaid with five different stamps. As such, thi s cover is of great
rarity.

The New York American packet markin g shows the single rate credit to
Pru ssia of seven cent s. and bea rs the date of June 14. On June 14, 1856 , the
U.S.M. steame r Wa shin gton sailed from New York for Southampton and Bremen ,
and it is presumed that she conveyed this letter to Southampton . Since the Wash -

Figu re 1
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ington sailed fro m Southampton to Bremen , some collecto rs may wonder why the
U nited States Post Office Dep artm ent sent Prussian closed mail by the Ocean
( Bre men) Line ships. The Ocean Line ships, on the average, req uire d th ree days
to sail fro m Southampton to Brem en. T he Pru ssian closed mail arriving at South
amp to n was sent th rough London to Dover, and thence by channel stea mer to
Ostend. From Ostend it travelled by ra ilroa d to Verviers, and thence on the line,
Verviers to Co logne, via Aa chen. T he mails were put off at Aach en , which was the
Ge rma n excha nge office for the Pru ssian closed mail. If all connections were made,
the service from Dover to Aache n required about 24 hours. Obviou sly, eve n whe n
the Prussian closed mail was sent by the Ocean Line, so me time was saved by using
this route . It must be remembered , however, that Prussian closed mail could be sen t
by any mail stea mship line plying between the United States and England, while
mail by the Bremen serv ice had to awa it the monthly sailings of the Ocean Lin e
stea mers. T he real savi ng in time resulted fro m the ea rlier dispatch of the Prussian
closed mail.

When the Prussian close d mail serv ice was inaugur ated by the sai ling of the
U.S .M. stea mer A tlantic on Octob er 16, 1852, the cha nnel service fro m Dover to
Ostend was four times weekly I and entirely performed by Br itish packets. T he
service from Dover to Ostend was on T uesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Satur
days, while the Ostend to Dover serv ice was on Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays
and T hursdays. A t least by 1857 the British serv ice was reduced to thrice a wee k,
but match ed by a Belgian serv ice ." Depar tur es fro m Ostend to Dover then became
daily, except on Saturdays, while service from Dover to O stend was daily, except
on Sundays ." T he British contract for the Dover-O stend serv ice was with Jenkings
and Churc hwa rd who also held the contract for the service between Dover and
Ca lais. In 1857 the fleet of Jenkings and Churchward co nsisted of the A lliance,
Vivid, V iolet, Em press, Quee n, and Ondine, vessels of abo ut 30 0 ton s.' These
vessels also maintained the daily British service, Dover to Ca lais (si nce 184 7
matched by the French) ," and were at various times running between Dover and
Ca lais or Dover and Ostend. The increase in cha nne l service fro m fo ur to six
times a week redu ced the transit time of the Pru ssian close d mails. T his editor has
not been able to learn exac tly when this cha nge took place, and he wo uld grea tly
apprecia te hearing fro m any reader who can inform him.

Optional prepayment of postage beyond the limits of the Ger man-A ustrian
Postal Union. Article II of the Prussian closed mail co nve ntion sta ted tha t " upo n
all lett er s origina ting in and posted in one country and deliver abl e to the othe r,
these rates of postage sha ll be combined into one ra te ( the 30 cent internation al
rate), of which prepay ment in adva nce sha ll be op tio na l in either country. I t sha ll
not ho wever be permitted to pay less than the who le co mbined ra te ." T his sta te
ment referred only to the 30 cent intern ation al rate; it did not pert ain to rates to
or from places beyond the limit s of the Germ an-Austrian Postal Un ion. A rticle IV
sta ted that , on lett ers to or from places beyond the G erm an -Aust rian Postal Un ion ,
the amo unt of foreign po stage was to be added to the 30 cent inte rnationa l ra te to
arrive at the tot al postage. Each country was to furn ish the other with lists sta ting
the amo unt of the foreign postage, and showi ng the places to whic h the foreign
pos tage must absolutely be prep aid, or left unpaid.

T he Tables of Postages to Foreign Countries which appeared in various offi
cial and semi-official publications in the United States presented Prussian closed
mail ra tes to places beyond the Germ an-Austri an Postal Uni on. The excess above
the 30 cent interna tiona l rate represented the fore ign pos tage charged in th e U nited
States . Th ese amounts were not always equiva lent to the postage charged in the
particular foreig n country . When op tiona l prepayment was indicated in the tables
of postages in the United States, it was merely meant th at the lett er could be sent
unp aid ; the amount of postage collected in the fore ign country did not necessaril y
agree with the pos tage shown on the table of postages published in the U nited
Sta tes . Th ese discrep ancies were largely due to the fact that local postage in some
of the countries was based on the qu arter ounce, while a ll Prussian close d mail
ra tes were set for the half ounce. In some instances , also, local administra tions
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Fig ure 2

assesse d a penalty on unpaid letters. Where quarter ounce rates prev ailed , the
United States ev ide ntly cha rged two single quarter oun ce rat es for foreign po stage.

Fi gure 2 illustrates a cove r reported by Mr. Lester L. Downing, RA I 17.
This lett er was posted in Philadelphia on April 17, 1855 , addressed to Switzerl and.
It is prep aid with only the 30 cent internation a l rate by a pair of 12 cent and a pair
of 3 cent, sta mps of the 185 1 issue. The New York office applied a " N. YORK
7 AM. PKT/ PA ID " marking dated April 18. Th e "7" in thi s marking is the
credi t to Prussia for a sing le intern ational rate. The published rate to Switzerland
in 1855 ( full payment to destination ) was 35 cents, which indicates a foreign
postage of 5 cents ch ar ged by the United States. Th e Aachen office igno red any
amounts prepaid by postage stamps and referred only to the credit allowed Prussia
indicated on the cove r and in the letter-bill. Since the credit of "7" did not include
the for eign postage, the Aa chen office applied a " FRANCO" marking ," indic atin g
that the int ernati onal rate was paid , and also a marking showing that postage was
paid only to the point at which the letter left the German-Austrian Posta l Union.
This is the rectangular marking inscribed : "F ranco :Preuss r/ resp.Vereins I : Au sg :
Gr. " This marking wa s superseded about 1860 by a marking more explicitly
sta ting the above abbreviated inscription : " FRANC O/ PR EUSS.RESP.VE RE INS/
A USGANGS :GRENZE. " This translate s : " PAID/ PRUSSIAN RESPECTIVELY
UN ION/EX IT BORDER.'" The convention cre at ing the German-A ustrian Post
al Union was signed between Pru ssia and Austria on April 6, 1850 8 (effec tive
J uly I, 1850 ) , and provided that other German states cou ld accede to its pro
vision s by signing it. Ult imat ely, it was signed by fifteen German posta l adminis
tr ations. The " PR E USS.RESP." in these markings emphas izes the fact that the
origina l treaty was with Pru ssia, join ed by the other Germ an sta tes, respectively.
The ab sence of a reference to Austria und erl ines the continuing struggle between
Pru ssia and Au stria for supremacy among the German states .

The cover was forw ard ed to Emmishofen, another town in Switzerland. The
foreign rate markings on this cover are a manu script " I0" in red, and a " 3" in
blue manuscript. This editor has not seen another cover to Switzerland bearing
either of these markings and does not know their significa nce. He would greatly
app recia te hearing from any reader who can explain them.

The date of April 18 in the New York postma rk indi cated that th is cover
was conveyed to Liverpool by the U.S.M. stea mer Baltic of the Co llins Line which
sailed from New York on that date in 1855.

Fi gure 3 illust rates another cover reported by Mr. Lester L. Downing, RA
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117. It was posted in Mobile, Ala. on Ma rch I , 1858, addressed to Genoa, Sardinia.
It is prepaid with the 30 cent interna tional rate by a stri p of three of the 10 cent,
type III, perforated stamps of the 1857 issue. T he New York mar king shows a
single rate credit of seven cents to Prussia for the internat ion al rate only. Th e
Pru ssian closed mail rate to Sardinia in 185 8 was 38 cents for a single rate lett e r
of half an ounce, indic atin g a foreign postage of eight cents. T he Aa chen offi ce ap
plied a rectangular "AACHEN 24 3/FRA NCO" mar king showing th at it passed
thro ugh that office on March 24 ( 1858) . It also applied the same marking ap
pearin g on Figure 2, indic ating that the postage was paid only to the border of the
German-Austrian Postal Union. The cove r was rated fo r a collection in Genoa of
20 centesimi. T his is indicated by a red crayo n " I / 20 ." This evidently means one
ra te over 20 centesimi. The Sardinian lira was tied to the French fra nc and,
hence, five centesimi were equal to five F rench centimes, or one U.S. cent. A co l
lection of 20 centesimi was, therefore, equa l to four U.S. cents. The United States,
howeve r, held the fore ign postage to Sardinia at eight cent s per half ounce. This
suggests that the Sardinian postage was based up on the qu art er ounce (7 1/ 2

gra mmes), and that this letter did not weigh ove r 7 Y2 gra mmes and required a col
lection of only 20 centesimi. T he United States rate was und oubtedly arrived at by
takin g two qu art er ounce rates equal to 40 centes imi, or eight U .S. cents.

Figure 4 illustrates a cover reported by Mr. Melvin W. Schuh, RA 358. This
letter was posted in Balt imore on Janu ary 7, 1853, addressed to Munich , Bavari a.
The 30 cent internationa l rate is prepaid by two 12 cent and two 3 cent stamps of
the 1851 issue. Th e " N. YORK 7 BR . PKT./PAID" marking bear s the date of
J anu ary 8 (1 85 3 ) . Th e yea r date of this cove r is attes ted by a " M UNCHEN/25
J AN/1 853" mark ing on its reverse. While the New York marking clea rly shows
" S R. PKT.," J anu ary 8 fell on a Saturday in 1853 , and the British pack ets sailed
on Wednesdays. It would appear that the New York office made an er ror in mark
ing th is cover for British instead of American service. T he U.S.M. steamer A t 
[antic of the Co llins Line sailed from New York on J anuar y 8, 1853, and it is p re
sumed she conveyed this letter to Liverpool. Th e Aachen office marked the lett er
"F RANCO" in large lett ers," and applied a circ ular "AACHEN/22 I " marking
to its reverse, indicating that it passed thro ugh the Aachen office on J anu ary 22
( 1853).

By Article XX of the Pru ssian closed mail con vention , it was to go into ef
fect in each country at the exp iration of a month from the time notice was re-
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ceived of its bein g concluded . It was signed at Berlin on August 26 , 1852, and
no tice should have been received in the United States about fourteen days later.
o r ab out September 9, 1852. Under this circumstanc e, it should have gone into ef
fect ab out October 9, 1852. It is suspected, however , that Postm aster Ge nera l
Hubbard wished to place it in force with the first A merican pac ket sai ling af ter the
expiration of one mon th . At any event, it went into force with the sail ing of the
U.S.M. stea me r A tlan tic of the Co llins Line on October 16, 1852.

This cover was posted less than thr ee months after the conventi on became
effective, and is the ea rliest Prussian closed mail cover bearing pos tage stamps
noted by this editor. Can anyone show an ea rlier cover?

Footnotes

1 Anglo-Belgian co nve ntion of October 19, 1844, Article IV-British and Fo reign State
Papers, vo l. XXXII, p. 67 .

~ A nglo- Belgia n co nve ntion of 14/ 28 August. 1857, De tai led Regulat ions. Art icle 1
British and Fo reign Sta te Papers, vol. LVI, p. 603 .

a Ibid.
-, Rainey, T ho mas, Ocean Steam Navigation and the Ocea n Post- A ppendix , paper by

M r. Pliny Miles setti ng for th the British steam mail service in detai l, p. 193.
~ Anglo-Fren ch co nve nt ion of Decem ber 8. 1847-Briti.l'h and Foreign State Papers. vol.

XXXV. p. 37.
H See Chronicle No . 43 , p. 5.
7 See Chron icle No . 44, p. 9.
s In gram, Thom as Allan. " Post, and Postal Service," Encyclopaedia Bri tunnica, Eleventh

Edition, vo l. XX II , p. 194. (T his is the edition revered by historians for its authenticity. )
II See Chro nicle No. 43 , p. 5.
Mails to Belgium
In Chro nicle No. 58, pp . 76-78 , this editor sta ted that he was unable to

illust rat e a cove r showing the 6 cent direct rate to Belgium by the Red Star Line.
Dr. R ober t de Wasserman , R A 383 , of Brussels, Belgium , report s the cover
illustrated as Fi gure 5 . It shows the 6 cent direct rate prep aid by a 6 cent Banknote
cancelled with a beaut iful strike of a New York Foreign Mail mar king (Milliken
No . 27) . Ev idently, it originated in New York , and was marked " INSUFF ICENT
LY/ P REPA ID, " perhap s by a postal cle rk in the New York office who was un
famili ar with the rate. This erro r was discovered and the marking was cro ssed
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Figu re 5

out. Th e cove r bears a circular " NE W YOR K/D/D IR ECT SERVICE" marking
which is new to this edito r. He would grea tly apprec iate hearing from any reade r
who has a cover showing a similar marking.
Mail Beyond France During the Three Months Period
January 1 to April 1, 185 7

Mr. Wa lter Hubbard, RA 479 , of Lond on, England, repo rts the cover illus
tra ted as Fig ure 4. On Jan uary 1, 1857 , the Anglo-French postal convention of
September 24, 1856, and its detailed regulations, became effective. Although the
te rms of this co nvention , as it affec ted United States mail, have alrea dy been
Fig ure 6
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discu ssed in severa l issues of the Chronicle, and in other jo urnals, I it may be well
to briefly review the mail arra nge me nts that were made by th at co nve ntion.

E ach country was to pa y the othe r country acco rd ing to the bulk we ight of
th e mai l excha nge d . Unpa id letter s for warded by one co untry to the othe r we re
to bear a marking in black ink which sho wed the rat e per o unce o r per 30
gram mes at which it had been excha nged. Each marking was to have a border
of a d ifferen t shape so that posta l clerks could recognize the rate without reading
what was written on it. A ll of th e markings approved at th e tim e the detailed
regulati on s became effective were illustrated in that document and are rep roduced
in Vol. VII , No . I , pp. 4- 6, of the Postal History Journal: June 1963. These mark
ings have been ca lled " tray," or " pa rti tioned" markings by United Stat es co llectors.
Becau se all the rat es a re ex presse d in French cur rency, whe the r from or to G reat
Britain , British co llecto rs have ca lled them "currency" markings.

T he re were two rates included in the co nve ntion that applied to mail fro m
th e U nited States : a sea rate of I fra nc, 20 ce ntimes; and a Briti sh t ransit rate
(i nclud ing passage of the En glish Cha nnel) of 40 ce ntimes per 300 gra mmes, bulk
we ight of mai l. Since there was no ch ange in United Stat es regulati on s, letter s
sent by British packet requ ired a prepayment in the United States of five ce nts,
while Ictte rs by American pa cket co ntin ued to require a pr epayment of 2 1 cents.
Letters sent by British packet were dispatched to France charged with I franc,
20 centimes sea posta ge plu s 40 centimes British tr an sit postage for a tot al rate
per 30 grammes of I franc, 60 ce ntimes. A "c ur rency" marking showing thi s
rat e, a "G B/ If 60c" marking, was applied to each lette r by Briti sh packet fo r
wa rde d to France. On letters by A me rica n pa cket , only the British tr an sit postage
was cha rged, and th ese bear a "c ur rency" marking, "G B/40c."

In orde r to arr ive at the single rates for a lett er of 7 V2 grammes the French
(and the Briti sh ) di vid ed the bulk rates by four . Thus, sea pos tage becam e 30
ce nt imes ( 6 ce nts), while tran sit postage became 10 centimes (2 cents ) . The
single rat e to th e French frontier was, therefore, 40 ce ntimes by Briti sh pack et
( 4 decimes) , or 10 centimes by Am eric an packet (I decim e ). T o these rates was
added French inland po stage (f or an unpaid le tter ) of 40 centimes (4 decim es) .
Thus, British packet letter s were rated for a collection in Fran ce of 8 decim es,
while American pa ck et lett er s show due markings of 5 decim es for a sing le ra te ."

Any letter th at ar rived in F ra nce af ter J anuary I , 1857, rece ived markin gs
showing the reduced ra tes. The effect ive date of the U.S.- Frenc h co nve nt ion applied
to letters posted in the United Stat es on or af te r A pril I , 1857. Letter s posted in
rem ot e places in the United States ofte n did not arrive in the Boston or New York
excha nge office unt il afte r A pril I . T hese letters were forwarded as open mail
letter s and F ran ce recognized them as such, rating them acco rd ing to provision s
of the A nglo-Frenc h 185 6 co nve ntion. The latest cover kn own show ing this con
diti on is also in th e collecti on of Mr. Hubbard. It was posted in New Orl ean s
o n March 30, 1857 , was forwar ded from Boston by the Europa on April 8, was
forwarded by thc London Office to France on Apri l 2 1, and was rated for a co l
lecti on of 8 decimes in Franc e by the Paris office on April 22, 1857 .

Althou gh bot h United Sta tes and French regul ation s preferred French mail
un der the U.S.-Fre nch co nvention, the British wo uld accept, and the Fre nch had
to acc ept, lette rs se nt in the Briti sh ope n mail and forwarded by Great Brit a in
to F ra nce . The U.S.-F rench co nve ntion was not binding up on G reat Br ita in and
it di sturbed neither th e U.S.- British nor the An glo- French con ventio ns. Some
letter s were, therefore, forwarded to Fran ce, or in tr an sit thro ugh F rance to
points beyond, in the Briti sh open mail af te r A pril I , 185 7. T hose destin ed for
F ran ce were trea ted as unpaid French mail letter s, but those in tr an sit throu gh
France we re sent according to the provisions of the Anglo-French con vention
of 1856. These cov ers bear "currenc y" markings: "G B/ If 60c" on those con 
veyed by British packet , and "G 13/ 40 c" on tho se sent by American packet. It
matter s littl e whe the r they we re thu s for ward ed by mistak e or intent ; they are
rare, and co llec to rs wh o desire one are likely to wa it a lon g tim e before one is
offered at auction .
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Mr. Hubbard's cover, illustrated as Figure 4, is one of the few seen by this
editor that passed in transit through France dur ing thi s three months period. It
was posted in New Or leans on January 5, 1857 , addressed to Intra, Piedmont
(Sardinia ) . The New York British packet marking bears the date of January 2 1,
and indicates that it was conveyed to Liverpool from New York by the R .M.S.
Niagara, as the endorsement shows. London marked it with a "currency" mark
ing, "GB/ If 60c ," and the travelling office, Calais to Paris, with a double circl e
"ANGL./AMB . CALAIS" marking. While some cover s show a French marking,
during this period, with "ETATS-UNIS" at top , these were being replaced by
the marking shown on this cover. Th e "ANGL./AMB . CALAIS" marking was
used on mail dispatched by England to France, regardless of its origin, while
those headed "ETATS-UNIS" or " ET. UNIS " were only used on mai l from the
United States. Th e manu script "20" on the face of the cover indicates that it
weighed over one-fourth ounce, and required a double rate collec tion of 10
decim es for a single letter. Thi s, of course, was collected in lira, which was equal
in value to the franc . Pr ior to January I, 1857, a single ra te letter to Sardinia re
quired a collection of 17 decimes.

Footnotes

I See Ch ronicle No. 38, pp. 7-8; Chronicle No. 39, p. 10; Chronicle No . 5 1, pp . 37-40 ;
Posta l History Journal, vol. VII, No . I, pp. 4-6 : Ju ne 1963.

2 See Chronicle No . 53. p. 137.
DVERTISING

Taunton , Chicago , Denver, etc. Sol Salkind .
3306 Rochambeau Ave., Bron x, N.Y. 10467.

Galveston Postm asters Pro visional. In
formation on whereabout s of cover o r simila r
item pictured in A m erican Ph ilatelist , Jun e
1968, p. 497. J. R. Kesterson , 628 Penn a.
Ave., Delaware, Ohi o 430 15.
CLASSIFIED A

U.S, # 10 first day covers, a lso earlie st
uses of any pre 1900 stamp or first days of
var ious postal rates. Send prices. R. L.
Markovits, P.O. Box 744, N. Y., N.Y . 10005.

U.S. # 10 plate number pieces on cover ,
off cove r, including some imprints needed.
I bo ught the Hicks plate num bers, so wants
are few. Please advise what you have. I may
be able to trade, although 1 would prefer to
bu y. R. L. Markovits, Box 744, N.Y., N.Y.
10005.

Covers: Collector with fine stock starnpless,
51's-57's, Pat rio tics, Illustr ated Adverti sing,
fancy cancels, etc . Send want lists to : W. R.
Gibson , 1036 Broadway Ave., Holbrook, N.Y .
1174 1.

Ashbrook's Special Services in Xerox in
clud ing most pho tos for sa le. Need private ly
compiled index for same. Send for my litera
tur e list. Specializing in CC P want lists and
lo ts. James Kesterson , 628 Penn a. Ave., Dela
ware, Ohio 43015 .

Linco ln Patriotic Walcott No. 158 wanted
with Otta wa, III. May 10 Postm ark . Will
Buy or Trade as l a wn the match ing station
ery. J. R. Kester son , 628 Penn a. Ave.. Dela
war e. Oh io 43015.

Salkind- 19th Century Philatelic Ma gazines
by localit y. name of mag. or topic. We may
have your own hom etown or state as one of
the publishers in the 90's, e.g., Belleaire, 0.,
p~~~~~
~~ ~~
~ Borrow with confidence ~
a~ In any emergency, bor ro w a~~

I
the money you need at I
Edelman's. Use you r collec-
tion as co llateral and still
retain complete ownership. I
At Edelman's, you ca n r~
ob tain quick, confidentia l

~
\W: loa ns for any amount up ~
~ to 80 % of the value of

your properties - from

I $50 to $50 ,000 and more, I
Write today for further

• information .

I 4216 ~~:!n:.~~.:~,... !
~ Where the public has borrowed a~

.~;;;~.
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The Cover Corner

J. DAVID BAKER, Edito r
Answer to Problem Cover: February, 1969

Apparently the se nde r ex pec ted a I¢ stamp to pay the tot al postage requ ired .
Wh en the Postal C lerk pointed out that a single lett er to ano the r city required 3¢
of pos tage prepa id ( this ass umes a yea r of use afte r A pr il I. 1855 and prior to
J anuary I, 1856 whe n prepayme nt by stamps was required ) , the sender tried to
remove his I¢ sta mp so a 3¢ sta mp could be applied. Fa iling in th is he pa id
2¢ in cash and th e Postal Clerk applied the " Pa id 3 Ci s." handstamp.

If the sender had not bee n presen t and the yea r of usc pri o r to 1855, the
Posta l C ler k co uld have applied a " Due 5 Ci s." co llect marking and fo rwarded
th e cover as a pa rt paid co llect Ictt er.
Our New Problem Cover

Mel Schuh, our sec reta ry-t reas urer, of Worc ester , Massachusett s, has provided
the problem cover for this issue. This letter was posted on December 12, 185 6 in
T aunton , Massachusetts, add resse d to H alle, Germany. It is prepaid 15¢ for
Brem en se rvice to a des tinat ion within the GAPU beyond Brem en .

Question-Why was it sent Via Prussia n Close d Mail instead of th e Brem en. ')service.
OUR ADVERTISERS

DESERVE YOUR PATRONAGE
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ee Any of the thousands of collections offered for collectors who wished to remain anonymous.

In collections sold; in philatelic knowledge available; in

their specially designed offices; in all matters philatelic.

H. R. HARMER COVERS FROM ATO Z

If you have a collection that you wish to sell, write to Harmers
(particularly if your name begins with "X") for their attrac
tive 16-page booklet, IIModern Methods of Philatelic SeIl
ing." It is gratis. Alternatively visit us. Monday through Fri
day, 9:30 to 5:00. Our offices are just off Fifth Avenue on
West 48th Street. Car Park next door.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
International Stamp Auctioneers

6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
(212) 757·4460
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