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THE ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.

Proudly Announce
The Forthcoming Sale by Unreserved Public Auction
of

THE MOST VALUABLE STAMP IN THE WORLD!

GUIANA.

THE WORLD’S GREATEST RARITY!

The Fabulous and Unique British Guiana 1856 ‘‘One Cent’’
Black on Magenta

The sale will be held March 24th 1970 at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, in
conjunction with our annual sale of RARITIES OF THE WORLD.

The catalogue, with many illustrations in color, together with a souvenir
brochure of this fantastic rarity will be available at $2,00 which includes list of
prices realized sent following the sale.

gaes
(GAUCTIONSS

10 East 52nd Street Phone: (212) 753-6421 New York, N.Y. 10022

Collectors of the stamps of British Guiana will be interested to know that the balance
of the finest collection of British Guiana ever formed will be sold at auction by Robson
Lowe, Ltd., 50 Pall Mall, London, SW1, England on March 25th, from whom catalogues,
illustrated in color, may be obtained at $2.50 ordinary mail, or $5.00 Air Mail.




OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specialty

Write for my—

FREE SPECIAL LISTS OF OLD U.S. COVERS
Approvals gladly sent to U.S. Philatelic Classics Society and A.P.S. members.

E. N. SAMPSON

P. O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810

1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE
TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT
AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE
CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC-
TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES
ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road
Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.
Philatelic Classics Society

US. COVERS

MY STOCK OF COVERS 1S
STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM
STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA-
BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?
REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN Il

P. O. Box 488 APS

, USPCS
Lexington, Mass. 02173 CSA

POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri-
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock

United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.

45 Bromfield St.

Boston, Mass. 02108




"SELECTED"

U. S. COVERS—PART 5

#18 — (V.F. Cent., Few nibbed perfs) Tied by Grid to V.F. appearing Red &
Blue FLAG PATRIOTIC Cover (Small piece out of back), Pmk.-“PATERSON,
N.J.”, with orig. letter enclosed, (Colorless Embossed Flag) from soldier at
“CAMP OLDEN" (Trenton, N.J.), Dated “June 28, 1861”, Cat. $200}

#18 —(Ty 1) & #20 Ty 1I-2 copies), VERT. STRIP 3, Perfectly cent. Vert., tuoches
or nips at left, BRILLIANT, Deep Color, tied “NEW YORK-Aug. 3, 1861" to major
portion of folded letter — VF & CLEAN — Striking ltem, Cat. $225- $150

#19 — (Ty 1A), Cent, Rt. (Clear) & Bt. (Cuts, but Type char. visible), tied by round
Grid with “PAID"” on V.F. clean Orange cover with small double circle “BOSTON,
Mass.” pmk., Neat & Attractive, Cat. $425

#19 — (Ty 1A) Cent. L. (Design just nipped) & Bt. (Cuts, Type char. clear), “CURL"
in “C" Var. (Pos. 95R4 or 97R4), Sharp print, Deep color, neatly tied by small
“BELMONT, Mass.” pmk. to superb small Orange cover, “SEPT. 7, 1858”
use, A GEM!!

#20 — (Ty 2) Horiz. strip 3, Pos. 1, 2, 3L2; Pos. 2L2 shows Vivid Vert. Plate
Crack, off-center to L & B. Few perf. stains, neatly tied “GLENDALE, OHIO” to
fine small cover, Est. Cat. $300} (Cat. $195 off cover)

#24 — (Ty 5), Fine to superb, Part IMPRINT in left margin, neatly tied by
“PAID” in round grid to superb small cover, pmk. Red Double Circle
“BOSTON, Mass.”, A GEM!!

#24 — (Ty 5), V.F.-S., tied bright ORANGE “CAMBRIDGE, MASS.” pmk. to fine
manila cover, RARE & Unlisted Pmk. Color $25

#24 — (Ty 5), V.F. Hor pair-St. edge at rt., tied “N.O.,LA.” pmk to V.F. folded
circular to Austria, rate markings, etc.,, Most Attractive $50

#26 — (3c Ty ll), F-VF, neatly & clearly tied by bright GREEN “LISLE-Feb. 7- N. Y.”
pmk. to VF-S clean Orange cover, BEAUTY!! ___$35

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, published by the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., at 10 Country Club Drive,
Fulton, Mo. 65251. S%cond—class postage paid at Fulton, Mo. Subscr;Pt.ion price $14.00. A year’s sub-
scription is included in membership in the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, with $7.50 of each
member’s dues apportioned to publication of The Chronicle. Printed in the United States of America.
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THE 1847-'51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor

1847 COVERS FROM WISCONSIN TERRITORY
(Before Statehood, May 29, 1848)

ARTHUR VAN VLISSINGEN

Consider one of the big surprises of Wisconsin postal history: Although two
Wisconsin post offices had a total of 1,400 stamps during the several months
before statehood, only two covers with adhesive stamps are known used in Wis-
consin Territory.

Both Milwaukee and Racine received supplies of our first issue and of the
1,400 stamps, 1,000 were fives and 400 were tens. The two proved territorial
covers are both from Milwaukee. Part of the surprise is that both covers are tens
although three times as many fives were sent to Milwaukee as tens.

The year of use of 1847 covers is important for many reasons but it is essen-
tial when determining whether or not a cover with a 47 stamp is a territorial use.
Both of the ten cent covers reported in this article are folded letters, datelined
before May 29, 1848, so they are two of the seven or eight known 1847 covers
used from the three territories that received a supply of these stamps.t

On October 15, 1847 Milwaukee received its first shipment of the 1847 stamps
dispatched from Washington on October 4th. All spring and summer and fall of
1847 settlers by the thousands had been disembarking from schooners, side-
wheelers and propeller steamers at this thriving little lake port.

New residents continued to trickle in by this gateway throughout the winter
despite the hardships of overland travel to this western t};ontier. Next spring the
multitudes once more poured in by the boatload. With few exceptions, all were
enroute to a new life on the rich farm land of the Territory, which on May 29,
1848, would become a full-fledged state of the Union.

Most immigrants promptly wrote to their families in New York and to New
England to report safe arrival. The booming young metropolis yielded a sub-
stantial volume of commercial and other correspondence. Business was brisk at
the Milwaukee post office, as evidenced by its reordering of stamps. The second
shipment was sent July 12, 1848 and arrived July 22nd. During fair weather it
took ten days for mail to reach Milwaukee from Washington, D. C. Most of the
first shipment must have been used during Territorial days for a second shipment
to have been sent so soon after statehood.

Twenty-three stampless covers are listed from Milwaukee during those final
seven and one-half months of Territorial status.2 Of these, seven covers took the
five cent rate, fifteen took the ten cent rate, one local letter went for two cents
and one went free. Stampless covers are a great aid when researching the postal
history markings of Territorial days, especially when so few stamped covers are
known. Basing their calculations on the volume of stampless mail, students of
Wisconsin postal history figure that at least 400 territorial covers with 1847 stamps
must have been mailed at Milwaukee.

However, until a second 1847 Wisconsin Territory cover turned up early in
the spring of 1969, only a single cover bearing a stamp and demonstrably used
in Wisconsin Territory had been recorded in 121 years.

The first known Wisconsin Territorial—Figure 1—is addressed to New York
City and carries a beautiful copy of the ten-cent. The stamp is tied with the
small blue “10” in dotted circle which was the standard Milwaukee ratemark
on the stampless of the same period. The circular blue townmark of 30 mm diam-
eter reads: “Milwaukee, Wis. Dec. 29.” The year 1847 is proved by the dateline
of the folded letter. This cover once graced the Moody and the Theodore Gore
collections. It sold in the Moody auction in 1950 for $175; when the Gore collec-
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Fig: 1. The earliest known 1847 cover from Wisconsin Territory with the s!amg'ﬁegl y a blue"'lo" in
dotted circle, the rate mark z2lso used for rating stampless covers. The postmark is Mllwauki_e.

tion was sold in 1961 it realized $1,700. Both auctions were held by H. R. Harmer,
Inc.

The second known example—Figure 2—also is addressed to the same corre-
spondent at New York City. It carries a well-margined copy of the ten-cent, tied
with a socked-on-the-nose well-inked blue strike of the same 30 mm town circle.
A second strike of the town circle is on the face of the cover. Both strikes clearly
show “Jan, 18.” The 1848 year is proved by the dateline and the docketing of the
folded letter. A vertical filing fold creases the stamp. The history of this cover
is unknown prior to its appearance in a Herman Herst, Jr. auction of April 1969.
Because it apparently went unrecognized by other bidders as Territorial, and
also because of the creased stamp, this rare cover was purchased for a mere $250.
It is now in a Middle Western collection.

Racine is the only other post office besides Milwaukee that had stamps
during the Territorial period. It received a shipment of 400 fives and 200 tens,
but these stamps arrived only ten days before statehood. No Racine Territorial

Fig. 2. Another cover from the same correspondence as the cover in Figure 1. The Milwaukee is the same
30 mm postmark as Figure 1 and both are in blue. -
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covers with stamps have been found, and no Racine stampless are recorded within
the ten-day period.

The importance of examining the year of use of your Wisconsin covers is
clearly evident by the difference in price between $1,700 in 1961 for a cover de-
scribed as a Territorial, and $250 in 1969 for a Territorial use, unrecognized in
the auction catalog description. Specialists in the 1847 issue would like to dis-
cover a 5c 1847 cover to be included among the known Territorial uses. It will
pay collectors to examine Wisconsin covers carefully, hoping to “find” a cover
with a 5¢ 1847 stamp used prior to May 29, 1848. The year of use is the key.

Of substantial importance in identifying and verifying Wisconsin Territorial
covers from Milwaukee—as yet the only kind known—is the bitter political rivalry
mirrored in that city’s early postmarks. Solomon Juneau, the French Canadian fur
trader who is generally considered the city’s founder, was also its first postmaster.
He held that office when Wisconsin Territory was carved from Michigan Terri-
tory on July 4, 1836. Only two other facts about Juneau are of postal history
significance. He was a Democrat, and no doubt because of his French origin he
insisted that the proper spelling of the Indian name was Milwaukie. Naturally,
his first postmarking device read, “Milwaukie, Wn.T.”

But elections in the first half of the Nineteenth Century, just as in the second
half of the Twentieth, often brought shifts in postal personnel. In 1843 after seven
and one-half years as postmaster of Milwaukie, Juneau lost his job to Josiah A.
Noonan, a Whig newspaper editor, with whom Juneau was continually at political
sword’s points. Noonan preferred to be postmaster of Milwaukee spelled with the
double E. The first recorded use of his new postmark reading “Milwaukee, Wis.”
came on November 17, 1843, although one “ie” cover is known more than a
month later.

But Washington administrations shifted, and so did the frontier city’s post-
masters. In 1849 Noonan lost the job to one Elisha Starr, who in 1851 was re-
placed by John H. Tweedy. Tweedy held the office only briefly and was
succeeded, still in 1851, by James D. Merrill. By 1853 Noonan was back in office,
and held it until 1857. ‘

Though appointed by President Taylor, a Whig, Starr chose to use the IE
spelling. He could not re-use Juneau’s Milwaukie, Wn.T. postmark, for Wisconsin
was by then a state. Starr must have promptly ordered a new IE device, for his
“Milwaukie, Wis.” postmark is by my records first known on cover on August 29,
1848. It continued in use through the terms of the two succeeding postmasters,
until Noonan regained the office in 1853 and went back to EE.

Juneau’s 1836-1843 IE postmark is 1% inches (82 mm.) in diameter and is
usually red, rarely black. Noonan’s 1843-1849 EE postmark is 1-3/16 inches (30
mm. ), was used in red until early 1846, then shifted to blue; a single example
is recorded in black. The postmark procured by Starr and used also by Tweedy
and Merrill is 1-3/8 inches (85 mm.), is usually in blue, sometimes in black.

These postmarks help in identifying genuine 1847 Issue Territorials.

A “Milwaukie, Wn.T.” cover carrying an 1847 stamp would of necessity be
a fake, since the cancellation phased out 3% years before the stamps were issued.
It is a fair guess that Noonan, feeling as he did about his political enemy and the
town spelling, destroyed the postmarking device soon after his new one arrived,
for only a five weeks overlap is recorded during which both devices were in use.

No “Milwaukie, Wis.” postmark of 35 mm. diameter has yet been proved
Territorial on either a stamped or stampless cover. If my belief is correct that
Noonan’s successor, John H. Tweedy, had this device made when he assumed
the office in 1849, then no such cover could exist. Creighton C. Hart and Theo-
dore Gore, however, are two eminent students of postal history who possess a
comprehensive knowledge of 1847 covers. These two authorities believe that
there are Territorial covers showing the 35 mm. “i¢” postmark. Hart explains their
views in the following article.

1 The other two territories were Minnesota and Indian Territory.
2 From Oct. 15, 1847 to May 28, 1848.



ANOTHER 1847 TERRITORIAL COVER FROM MILWAUKIE?
CREIGHTON C. HART o

There are no year logos in the domestic postmarks on 1847 covers. However,
based upon approximately 6,000 different 1847 covers which I list, the year dates
that are missing in the postmarks can be determined for about two-thirds of the
covers. Covers with 1847 stamps are usually folded letters with the address leaf
being the outer portion of the folded letter. Nearly all of the correspondence of
this period was of a business nature and it was the standard practice to fold let-
ters into 3%” widths and usually to docket the full date on one end. Because the
correspondence nearly always concerned routine business matters, many letter
sheets have been separated from the address leaf.

The year of use for these covers is determined in three ways.! First, the most
reliable source for this information is the dateline on the letter portion of a folded
letter. The second most reliable source for year of use is the contemporary dock-
eting on the remaining address leaf if the letter portion has been removed. The
third way is a notation made by a 20th century collector who removes the letter
portion and makes a year date notation when he notices there is no contemporary
docketing on the address leaf.

This third way is helpful too and T've never known such a notation to be
proved incorrect. Even though these year dates by 20th century collectors are the
least dependable, they are seldom questioned. It is rare that such a later dated
cover needs supporting evidence. The Milwaukie cover which is the subject of
this article is one of the rare instances when the year of use is vital. If the “1848,”
which is written on the back of this cover, is correct, it is a Wisconsin Territorial
a?d a gem of a cover. If it is later than 1848 then it is a statehood cover and one
of many.

The information in my 1847 file and philatelic library shows that although
postmaster Noonan favored the Milwaukeeans, he was also enough of a politician
to appease the Milwaukieans by using both spellings. When the Theodore Gore
collection was sold by H. R. Harmer, Inc. on April 17, 1961, it included four
stampless Wisconsin Territorial covers described as follows:

Oct. 29, 1836 Milwaukie Wn.T. to Chicago, Il

Mar. 27, 1844 Milwaukie, Wis. to Ashfield, Mass.

Fig. 3. This is the 35 mm postmark with Milwaukee ending in “ie’”’ rather than "‘ee’ as in figures Nos. 1
and 2. On the back is a 20th century docketing /1848 which date if it was taken from a part of the
letter sheet that is ncw missing, would place it as a territorial usage.
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Mar. 29, 1844 Milwaukie, Wis. to Waterford, Pa.

Dec. 19, 1847 Milwaukie, Wis. to New York, N.Y.

The first one (1836) is dated during Juneau’s term as postmaster and in addi-
tion to being Milwaukie it also has the territorial abbreviation “T.” in the post-
mark. When Postmaster Noonan, Juneau’s successor, had a Milwaukie postmark
made late in 1843 or in early 1844, he omitted the “T.” (2nd and 3rd covers
above) and it seems that his successors continued to use his (Noonan’s) “ie”
townmark rather than having a new one made in late 1849 as has been believed.

Three covers used, during the short period that the 47 stamps were at the
Milwaukee post office before statehood, seem to confirm that the “ie” postmark
was in use then. These three covers are

1. Dec.’19, 1847 Milwaukie to Indianapolis with “10” in circle (stampless)

(above).

2. Dec. 29, 1847 Milwaukee to New York with “10” in circle (with 10c '47
stamp ).

3. Jan. 19, 1848 Milwaukie to New York without “10” in circle (with 10c 47
stamp ).

Stampless cover No. 1 is the connecting link and an important one because
it has the “10” in circle which is on the No. 2 cover and it also has Milwaukee
ending with “ie” which is the postmark used in the No. 3 cover.

In a letter I received from Ted Gore he likewise ties the above three covers
together by the same postal markings and says that Stanley Ashbrook® agreed.

The entire letter is—
May 17, 1965

Dear Creighton:

“I recognize the photographs and I know the covers very well. The one cover
that is dated January 19, with the spelling “ie,” was the cause of considerable
discussion between Stanley Ashbrook and myself.

“The notation in pencil of January 19, 1848, was on the cover when I ac-
quired it. Ashbrook insisted that this was not a territorial cover as the Milwaukie
with the large size spelling of the name in blue like this one was not in use until
a year later.

“I searched for a number of years and finally found the stampless cover
with the identical postmark dated in 1847. For the first time, Ashbrook then
said that this might be a territorial cover. Unfortunately, he became ill at about
this time and did not inscribe this cover as such.

“This is a brief resume of the matter. I could go into it in much more detail
sometime when I see you. We had even gone to the trouble of finding out that
the recipient of this cover was in Washington at that time.

Sincerely yours,
TED”

Before Ted owned this cover it had been in the collection of Henry Gibson
also a knowledgeable collector. Mr. Gibson was a successful banker and it seems
possible that he realized the importance of detailing the full date and wrote
“1848” when he removed the letter sheet and found no docketing on the remain-
ing address leaf. This cover has not been described as a territorial in either the
Gibson or Gore auctions so it has not realized the premium that territorials cus-
tomarily bring.

There is not a section in The Chronicle for stampless covers but as advanced
collectors we depend upon stampless covers of this period to add to our history
of postal markings. Surely, there must be several other stampless covers with the
35 mm. Milwaukie postmark used during territorial days besides the three that
were in Ted Gore’s collection. It will be a “philatelic happening” if through our
joint efforts we can establish the dates the “ie” and “ee” postmarks were used at
Milwaukee. It will be a major happening if the “connecting link” cover mailed
Dec. 19, 1847 can be located. The articles on the 10c bisects in the two previous
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issues of The Chronicle attest to the fine resules of our joint efforts as a society
of advanced collectors. Anyone having a stampless or stamped Milwaukee cover
used during that portion of the territorial period 1843 to June 1848 is requested
to write the 1847 period editor.

1 There are other sophisticated ways to establish the year of use, such as sailing dates of
transatlantic steamers, rate marks, reconstructing matching bisects, etc. but these are too diffi-
cult except for 1847 specialists with extensive libraries.

2 Stanley B. Ashbrook, the recognized authority on 19th century U.S. covers and postal his-
tory until his death in 1957, examined the majority of items in Mr. Gore’s collection, and
furnished expert opinions in many cases.

NEXT ISSUE: “1847 Covers from Iowa.”

Addenda and Corrigenda for 1969 Revision of 10c 1847
Bisect Cover List in The Chronicle August, 1969

Add * to indicate photo:
Vertical Left
3-23-49 Phila., Pa.
Vertical Right
2-25-51 N. Y. C.
6-28-51 Hartford, Conn.
p-p-2? ?, 2. Also change to read “X-X-X X, X.” Bisected at a slight angle; listed in
some references as lower right diagonal.
Upper Left Diagonal
6-10-X N. Y. C. Tied.
Lower Right Diagonal
6-23-51 N. Y. C.
Upper Right Diagonal
10-12-50 Concord, N.H.
5-27-51 Mineral Point, Wis.
4-6-? Northern R. R. Also change to read “4-6-49 Northern R. R. to Newburyport,
Mass. to Miss Achsah M. Blood.”
Lower Left Diagonal
10-7-X Portsmouth, N.H. Tied.
Delete Entirely:
Vertical Left
6-24-51 New Haven, Conn.
Add:
Vertical Right
PF 6-20-51* New Haven, Conn. to Birmingham, Conn. to Jas. M. Lewis, cash.; T.
Correct:
Lower Right Diagonal
9-18-? New Haven, Conn. Change “PF” to “NG.”
Add:
Upper Right Diagonal
— 4-28-X* d Alexandria, Va. to X, X. This item is illustrated in “Linn’s Stamp News"
for November 17, 1969. The bisect is tied by a double circle postmark with
an indecipherable year logo.
Credit is due Frank Levi Jr. for supplying all but two of the photographs. In addition he
furnished the photograph responsible for correcting the erroneous New Haven vertical left list-
ing. The errors here corrected were the compilers’ alone.

WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY — U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS — TERRITORIAL — WESTERN — LOCALS
CONFEDERATES — CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS — EXPRESSES

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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THE 1851-'60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
DAVID T. BEALS Ill, Assoc. Editor

MILITARY MARKINGS: 1851-1861
DAVID T. BEALS Ill, R.A. 248
Installment No. 2
Introduction

We will, in this installment, continue with the alphabetical listing (by State
or Terntory) of the Forts and other military posts and their postmarks begun in
the first installment in the last issue of The Chronicle.

Newly reported covers from the posts already covered in these articles will
be held for a final summary to be published at the end of the series. However,
Dave Jarrett has reported a Colora o Territory Fort previously unreported, and
information on it is included in this article.

Acknowledgement
Assistance is gratefully acknowledged from Mr. F. L. Risvold.

References

The following additional references have been discovered:

56. “The Story Behind the Cover” by C. W. Kanaga, Western Stamp Col-
lector, June 18, 1949. This article further described the Fort Scott, Missouri cover
referred to on pages 143 and 148 of the first installment.

. 57. “Fort Laramie Postal History” by Harry L. Fine, Western Express, July
1958.

58. “Some History Bearing on the Fort Bridger U.T. Precancelled Envelope,”
by H. S. Ackerman, American Philatelist, November 1930.

59. “The Fort Bridger U.T. Cancel” by D. A. Broshan, The American
Philatelist, March, 1931.

60. The US. Postage Stamps of the 19th Century by L. G. Brookman, Vol.
1, pages 201 and 215.

Fort Wise, Colorado Territory

This post was established August 29, 1860, near Bent’s New Fort on the left
bank of the Arkansas River near the present c1ty of La]unta Named for Governor

Fig. 3. The only Colorado Fort cover known during this period.—Courtesy D. J. Jarrett
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H. H. Wise of Virginia, its mission was to protect the north branch of the Santa
Fe Trail from the hostile Kiowa and Comanche Indians. The post was gar-
risoned continuously until June 25, 1862, when it was redesignated Fort Lyon
after Brig. Gen. Nathaniel Lyon, killed at the battle of Wilson’s Creek in Mis-
souri.

One marking is known, a manuscript. One cover used with S5 has been re-
ported and is illustrated in Fig. 3:

1. Fort Wise C.T. Oct. 6/61 in manuscript

Fort Ridgely, Minnesota Territory

This post was established April 29, 1853, close to the Minnesota River at the
head of its navigable channel (about 20 miles above New Ulm). Its mission
was to protect the frontier from the Sioux Indians. The post was named for three
officers killed in the Mexican War, all of whom were named Ridgely. The Fort
was garrisoned until May 22, 1867. Postal receipts for the year 1859 were $92.00.

One marking is known:

Diagram #10

FORT RIDGELY MIN/Dec 27/C25
One cover has been reported used with S2. This marking is less rare on the
1861 issue.

Fort Ripley, Minnesota Territory

This post was established April 13, 1849, on the Mississippi River seven
miles below the mouth of the Crow Wing River. Initially named Fort Gaines, the
name of the Post was changed to Fort Ripley on November 4, 1850, for a dis-
tinguished officer of the War of 1812, Brig. Gen E. W. Ripley. Its mission was to
control and protect the Winnebago Indians, and to protect the white settlements
from the Sioux. The post was garrisoned until 1877. Postal receipts for 1859 were
$54.00.

Two markings are known:

1. FORT RIPLEY M.T. May 28, all in manuscript and docketed in 1852.
2. FORT RIPLEY MIN/D/C 30.5.

Diagram #11

Three covers with marking #2 have been reported, one used with S2 and
and two on 3¢ Nesbit envelopes.

Fort Snelling, Minnesota Territory

This post was established by Lt. Col. Henry Leavenworth on August 24, 1819,
at the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers. It was moved to higher
ground in August 1820 by Col. Joshua Snelling, 5th U.S. Infantry, and was
called Fort St. Anthony until it was designated Fort Snelling on January 7, 1825.

13



The post was originally intended to prevent British encroachment on U.S. Ter-
ritory and to control the Indians, of which the later was its mission during this
decade. The post was garrisoned until June 1, 1858, and was reoccupied by the
army in 1861 after the outbreak of the Civil War.

One marking is known:

Diagram #12
FORT SNELLING/D/C34
Three covers, one used with U0 and two with S2 have been reported. This
postmark originally included the territorial marking of IOWA which was re-
moved before this period and thus no legible State or Territory marking is shown.

Jefferson Barracks, Missouri

This post was established on June 10, 1826, on the West bank of the Missis-
sippi River below St. Louis. It was named Jefferson Barracks on October 23rd
of that year for Thomas Jefferson who had died on July 4, 1826. The Post was
garrisoned continuously throughout the nineteenth century and during this decade
served as a supply and personnel depot for the Western posts.

One marking is known during this decade; the same marking was first re-
corded by E. N. Simpson as being used in 1833 and was used into the early
1860’s:

Diagram #13

JEFFERSON BARRACKS MO/D/C29
Two covers have been reported, one used with S2 (illustrated in the first
installment) and the other with a strip of 3 # 24s. Stampless covers with this
marking (in blue or blue-green ink) are more common.

Fort Kearney, Nebraska Territory

This post was established in June 1848. It was located on the South bank
of the Platte River about eight miles southeast of the present town of Kearney.
First called Fort Childs, it was designated Fort Kearney on December 30, 1848.
Initially located in unorganized territory, it was carried in Clackamas County,
Oregon, (Ref. 52) from the organization of Oregon Territory in 1848 until Ne-
braska Territory was organized on May 30, 1854. Its initial mission was to protect
the Oregon Trail. Later Ft. Kearney became an important way station on the
Central Route of the overland mail and the pony express. It was garrisoned con-
tinuously until 1871. It was quite an active post office, postal receipts in 1859
amounting to $191.00

Four postal markings are known:

1. Ft. Kearny in manuscript (Nome misspelled).

2. Fort Kearney NT/Date/in manuscript.

14



Diagram #14 Diagram #15

3. FORT KEARNEY NEBRD/C/32.5 (Diagram #14).

4. FORT KEARNEY N.T./D/C26 (Diagram #15).

One cover has been reported with marking #1 used with a pair of S2, illus-
trated in Fig. 4. Two covers with marking #2, both used with S5 have been re-

. 4. An interesting example of the Capt. J. A. Gove correspondence. (See pg. 143, first installment).
Name Kearney misspelled.—Ccurtesy T. W. Simpson

corded and two covers with marking #3, also on S5. For marking #4 again two
covers have been reported, both on S5, one of which also shows a seven bar grid.
This marking is less rare on the 1861 issue. In addition, Dr. Chase reports having
seen a five ring target used from Ft. Kearney. (Ref. 11, pg. 229).

Fort Laramie, Nebraska Territory

This post was originally established in 1834 as a fur trading post by the
American Fur Company. It was located on the Laramie River about a mile above
its junction with the North Platte River, and was named for the river on which
it was located. In March, 1849, the War Department directed the establishment
of a Military Post at or near the existing Fort Laramie. Major W. F. Sanderson
of the U.S. Mounted Rifles, arrived at Ft. Laramie on June 16th, 1849 and rec-
ommended purchase of the trading post itself. The agreement to purchase was
concluded on June 26, 1849 and the post was garrisoned continuously thereafter
until March 1890. The mission of the post was to protect the Oregon (California)
Trail and later served as an important way station on the Central Overland Mail
Route and the Pony Express. Fort Laramie was initially carried on Post Office
records as located in Clackamas County, Oregon, until organization of Nebraska
Territory in 1854. Much has been written about the circular Fort Laramie O.R.
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postmark which, insofar as we know, was used only on mail of the stampless
period.
Only one postmark is known during this period:

Diagram #16

1. FORT LARAMIE N.T./D/C32.
Ten covers with this marking have been reported; 3 used on S2; 4 with 3¢ Nesbitt
envelopes; and 3 with S5 (including one used on U10 and one with S2, both to
pay the double rate). Three of the covers are known to be cancelled in blue and
the balance presumably in black. In addition, Dr. Chase records use of this mark-
ing with a four-ring target. (Ref. #11, page 229).

(To be continued in next issue)

THE PHANTOM “E” OF PLATES 10 (i) AND (L)
CLARENCE E. TAFT, R.A. 411

Dr. Taft has rendered a service by emphasizing the unique character of the double
transfers in positions 61 and 98 R of these plates. Nothing like them in U.S. philately
appears, so far as I know. Their reproduction as a part of the finished stamp is large
and distinct. Surely they deserve major catalogue listing, as they are even more unusual
than cracked-plate varieties. They are evidence of an extraordinary plate-maker’s boo-
boo.

Tracy W. Simpson

Twenty years, and more, have passed since Dr. Carroll Chase proposed an
explanation for two unique double transfers that occur at positions 61 R and 98
R 10 (i and L) of the 3¢ 1857 issue (S4). Long-time students of the 3¢ 1851-1857
issue are well aware of these varieties. However, more recent converts to this
issue, and those who have not had access to the No. 1 issue of The Chronicle may
be unfamiliar with them and with Dr. Chase’s explanation. Though the writer has
little to offer that is new concerning these double transfers, he feels that their
uniqueness merits a brief review that may spur the search for additional examples.

Years before the writer was aware of the existence of any such variety, he had
the good fortune to discover a copy of S4 from position 98 R 10 in a dealer’s box
of miscellaneous covers. The cover bears a blue Louisville, Ky., cancel dated Apr.
5, 1859, with the day and the year date on the stamp. A year later, position 61 R
10 came by the same route. This cover has a black Tiffin, Ohio, cancel dated Feb.
11, 1859. These are the only two copies, either on or off cover, the writer has
personally discovered during thirty-eight years of searching for plate varieties.
The obvious remains of an “E” in the lower right rosette of both stamps, where an
“E” should not have been, led the writer to refer to them as the “Phantom E
Varieties.”

While these varieties are no more scarce than any other plate variety from
Plate 10, the fact that they are very striking and obvious should prevent any
examples from going undetected for very long; the variety would seem to be quite
scare. This scarcity, even in the past when the stamps were available in quantity,
and the length of time the varieties have been known are attested to by the fol-
lowing excerpt from “The 1851-1860 Issue of the United States Stamps” by Frank
E. Goodwin, 1913. He stated, “Although I have been told of other double trans-
fers in Type II, perforated, it has been my pleasure to see only one, which is
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illustrated in Figure XIII. The most conspicuous feature of this is a line of color
running almost directly through the lower right rosette. Under this line appears
a light impression of the top of a letter ‘E’. It is scarce. I have found only two in
examining several thousands of these stamps.”*

While Mr. Goodwin was unaware of the large number of plate varieties
which actually occur on these stamps, the prominence of the “Phantom E” is
demonstrated by his comment. The fact that so few examples of this variety,
known since 1918 or before, have been found also demonstrate its scarcity. It is
noteworthy that Dr. Carroll Chase did not mention it in his 1909 work The Three
Cent United States Stamp of 1851.

Richard McP. Cabeen, in “The Three Cent 1857—What to Look for in the

#*The question of how scarce this variety is is open to debate. As the author indicates, they
are no more scarce (theoretically) than any other variety from these two plates. Any stamp
from the two plates is, of course, scarce. Dr. Chase indicated that no more than 7,310,000 copies
were printed from each of Plates 10 (i) and (L). If this estimate is correct, 36,550 copies from
each position was printed. The 5 Simpson copies are those in his personal collection. It is al-
most certain, for instance, that each position is represented in the Cabeen reconstructions that
are being auctioned as this article goes to press.—Ed.
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these phantom E’s as nos. 21 and 22 (Plate “C”) found on positions 61 and 98
R 10. Dr. Chase later identified them as being from the intermediate and late
states of the plate. Mr. Cabeen’s illustrations show the true nature of these shifted
transfers as they occur in both the right and left rosettes.

Dr. Carroll Chase, in the 1942 revision of his handbook, The 3c Stamp of the
United States, 1851-1857 Issue, mentioned but did not illustrate the two double
transfers that occupied positions 61 R 10 and 98 R 10 on the intermediate and
late states of Plate 10. He referred to them cryptically as “ . . (they) resemble
one another closely and are both odd examples of shifted transfers. Each shows
in the lower right rosette, part of the outline of what looks like the top of a
capital letter E.”

Issue No. 6, 1949, of The Chronicle featured Mr. Cabeen’s monograph on
the perforated stamp (S3, S4, S5). His figures of the two positions formerly
published in the 1940 Stamp Specialist were again published in The Chronicle.
No further information about the nature of the varieties was given.

Previous to the appearance of Cabeen’s monograph in 1949, Issue No. 1 of
The Chronicle for July, 1948, carried an article entitled “Huge Double Transfer
in S4-Misplaced 21 mm.” with a note that “Dr. Carroll Chase has solved the
mystery of the “E” in 61 and 98 R 10 (i) and (L).”

The gist of Dr. Chase’s solution which the reader may examine in its en-
tirety in The Chronicle is that the “E” in the lower right rosette and the traces of
a “U” in the lower left rosette are remains of the “E” in “POSTAGE” and the
“U” in “U.S.” of the top label. These remains represent almost identical double
transfers, displaced downward by 21 mm.

Further supporting evidence for the theory was the misplaced center of
the upper right rosette on the bottom frame line as well as a number of fragmen-
tary rosette rays. Positions 98 R 10 (i) and (L) have almost the same double
transfer, but without the rosette center. The double transfer in both positions is
much more pronounced at the lower right than at the lower left.

The solution of the problem was long delayed because the outline portion
of the “E” in the rosette appears to be distinctly larger than the “E” in “POST-
AGE.” Dr. Chase based his final solution on exact measurements of the inside
portion of the outlined “E” which proved that these were the same as those
of the “E” of “POSTAGE.” The reason (in his words) “. . . that the outlined ‘E’
in the rosette becomes larger is because we see the ‘E™ as an outlined letter and
do not view its interior portion as an isolated letter.” The illustrations, herewith,
show the double transfer in detail.

Dr. Chase did not speculate on the coincidences that led to two nearly iden-
tical double transfers on one, and only one plate.** The Editor, however, ap-
pended a note in which he offered a possible explanation. His hypothesis involved
the probable existence of edge markings on the transfer roll to aid the plate maker
in positioning the roll during the plate lay-out. In brief, the double transfers could
have occurred if the operator became careless in selecting the proper roll marker
when positioning the roll on the plate. The reader will find a detailed discussion
of this in the original article and also a note of clarification as a result of com-
ment by Mr. Elliott Perry on page 8, Issue No. 2 of The Chronicle.

Mr. Tracy Simpson has given us his inventory of the positions, as follows:

98 R 10 (i) on cover postmarked Waterbury Ct. with no year date.

98 R 10 (L) single with year date Jan. 24, 1859, Bath, Me.

61 R 10 (i) pair with 62 R 10 (i), pen cancelled, no year.

61 R 10 (i) single, with no year.

61 R 10 (L) single, no year.

Considering the prominence of the variety and the length of time the variety
has been known, seven copies does not seem very many. The writer will appreci-

##Fach state of a plate is considered a separate plate by students, and so we are dealing
with two plates. The entry which created the varieties, however, was made only on Plate 10 (i).
They likewise appear on Plate 10 (L) only because the workmen failed to erase them when the
re-entry was made that created Plate 10 (L) .—Ed.
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ate hearing from any person who may have either or both positions on covers or
as singles that bear clear year-dated postmarks. Address: 430 Northridge Rd.,
Columbus, Ohio 43214.

NEW EARLY DATES

Ye Period Editor reports two new early dates. The first is July 23, 1851, for
Plate 2 Early (S1). The stamp is position 51R2(e). It is tied by both a red New-
York townmark and the black 13-bar square grid. While the date is faint, it can
be read under an ultra-violet light and is confirmed by the date line on the
attached letter. This advances the earliest known date of use from Plate 2 Early
by a week, the previous earliest known date being August 1, 1851.

The second is July 25, 1857, for perforated Plate 8 (S3). A pair (54-55R8)
is tied by a Philadelphia townmark. The date is confirmed by the date line on
the attached letter and a docketing note by the recipient. The previous early date
was July 28, 1857.

NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U.S. MAILS

References to USPM in the Chronicle refer to the Society-sponsored book, U.S. Postal Mark-
ings and Related Mail Services by Tracy W. Simpson.

>

.

\ %

E.
Ilustration ~ USPM Description Used Reporied
No. Schedule (dimension in millimeters) With By
A A-1 NICONZA, IA. (?)/D mss. day ul0 R. A. Siegel and
sl 30145 x 3 D. L. Jarrett
B A-2 HENNIKER,/D/NEW HAMPSHIRE S2 L. R. Campbell

K2-32 (This marking has been
previously reported but not illu-
strated. Mr. Campbell states that his
example is struck in orange, but
suspects this may be a color changing
from red. Can anyone help?

A-3 BARTONSVILLE/HERTFORD CO./
1857/N.C. (This marking was report-
ed in Issue No. 60. The diameter is
actually 37 mm; not 39 mm as listed.)

C A-13 lowa

Davenport 1.24-15145 (1861 use) S5
D A-13 New Jersey

Freehold L11-20 S5
E A-14(b)  An imitation Boston PAID, 20 mm.

Tied to a lc perf Plate 8 (?) on a
drop letter addressed to Gorhamm Me.

T. W. Simpson

T. J. Alexander

L. R. Kuty
M. L. Neinken
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

EDITORIAL AND REPORTS

In Chronicle No. 64, the article about Chicago Double Circle Postmarks with
Initials aroused a good deal of comment. Mr. Delf Norona commented about the
two items listed on page 159 as having been reported by him. The Chicago City
local type postmark with the letters “P.B.” was illustrated in Mr. Norona’s article
in his Cyclopedia of United States Postmarks about Chicago postmarks. This
marking was listed from a cover in the collection of the late Dr, Clarence Hennan,
which was sent to Mr. Norona at that time. Mr. Norona thus saw the item, and
listed these markings as having been in use from Oct. 7 to October 19 (1863).
The markings were struck in blue. Mr. Norona also offered to send us a photo
of the item with the “O” initial in the Chicago City local postmark.

Professor Hubert C. Skinner contributes further data to the subject of the
New York City carrier markings, as listed in Chronicle No. 63, and noted in Chron-
icle No. 64, page 152. Professor Skinner extends the date of Item “R” on page 109
of No. 63 to a late usage of at least February 13. He also points out that the black
“Unpaid” type of this marking is also known an 1lc 1861 stamps.

Mr. Paul J. Wolf writes to report (per Xerox print) use of the Buffalo patent
killer on a Black Jack with date of June 2, 1864. W‘})lile the use of this killer carried
over until mid 1865, its use on drop letters may have ceased at about the date
reported by Mr. Wolf, who also reports another drop letter with date of July 11,
1864 on which the stamp is simply cancelled by the c.d.s.

The mention of the San Francisco “cogwheel” marking (Item 3, page 110,
Chronicle No. 63) struck a few sparks. However, the most interesting situation
which developed was that Mr. Cliff Friend’s article on this subject appeared
about this time in Theron Wierenga’s column “U.S. Classics” in Stamps. It seems
Mr. Friend has been assembling data for some time on the various dates of usage
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of these markings. As we knew when the single “cog” was listed, these killers
have been one of the classics from the standpoint of interest for many years. The
earliest reported date of the “cog” has been reported as Dec. 27, 1861. Does any-
one know of an earlier date? And what is the latest date? Would anyone with
clearly dated examples of the cog markings please report such to either Mr.
Friend or to the Period Editor? Also, would anyone with dates of usage of the
double circle markings outside the ranges shown please report these to either
Mr. Friend or the Period Editor? Mr. Friend would also like to establish the
ranges of usage of the three “cog” types, so reports of these should be made to
him. (See Chronicle title page for address).

% * 2

The comments about the 10c “August” and the 1861 “First Designs” has had
more than a little backfeed. Oddly, while there have been several telephoned
guesses about the author’s identity (some correct) we have yet to have a written
application for the Period Editor’s editorial “snippers.” Just as well; they’d gotten
kind of rusty, anyhow.

Just before the “mystery” article appeared, we received another article on
about the same subject, but approached in an entirely different way. Reverend
Willcox has used a technique we had always intended to try—make a chronologi-
cal table of the events leading up to the appearance of the 1861 issue and go on
from there. The results have our approval. It seems that the conclusion on the
“Premieres Gravures” is always the same, no matter where the train of logic is
started or how the subject is approached. We do believe that, no matter how
the reader feels about these items, Reverend Willcox’s logic will be of consider-
able interest.

Review

The Harry F. Allen Collection of Black Jacks; A Study of the Stamp and its Use.
by Maryette B. Lane, Elliott Perry, Consultant. Cloth bound, 160 pages, over 180
illustrations. Published by The American Philatelic Society, P. O. Box 800, State
College, Penna., 16801. Price $10.00 postpaid.

This book is the culmination of the serial in the American Philatelist
which was the reason Mrs. Maryette B. Lane was awarded the Elliott Perry
Cup for 1967. The book as compared with the serial has been rather dras-
tically revised and rewritten, and the result is the definitive handbook on the
Black Jack stamps of the 1860’s. While it would seem that “definitive” is a
strong term to apply to any handbook based upon the collection of but one
individual, practically nothing philatelic dealing with the Black Jack stamp
has been omitted. The book is also a comprehensive postal history record of
the period when the Black Jack was current, although “completeness” is not a
word applicable to postal history.

The book contains six parts, being devoted mostly to covers upon which
Black Jacks were used. The section on foreign rates is surprisingly strong,
almost being a capsule digest of the period, as covers to twenty six different
countries are explained. It is in this area that the greatest number of re-
visions have been made, and the fact that these were made based upon the
advice of Prof. George E. Hargest probably is sufficient to describe the
quality of the work.

Fancy cancels, postal markings, collateral material, sanitary fair covers,
patriotics, bisects and precancels—these and many more similar items are
covered. The technical end of printing the stamps is probably the book’s
strongest point; Mrs. Lane describes a new and sure method of distinguish-
ing the 1875 Re-Issue, Scott’s No. 75. The Atherton and Preston shifts as well
as other plate varieties are described and illustrated.

One of the more important portions of the book is the list of material
NOT taken when the Allen collection was stolen.

It is recommended that a copy of the book be bought rather than that
one rely upon the tear sheets of the serial in the American Philatelist.

R. B. Gramam
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THE PREMIERES OF 1861: A PHILATELIC ENIGMA FOR A
HUNDRED YEARS

REVEREND W. BREWSTER WILLCOX

No field of study for philatelists conjures up more mystery and curiosity than
the question of the origin of the issue of 1861 and the status of the first designs
which have been variously labeled the “Premieres Gravures,” the “August Issue,”
or merely “Essays.” Contributing to the interest in these particular classic issues
from U.S. postal history has been the gradual discovery of background informa-
tion about the stamps since the late 19th century. The progress of study has left in
its path a collection of intriguing theories, each of which contained a kernel of
fact but which later information and sophistication have relegated to the grave-
yard of old myths.

In spite of past confusions, however, a considerable consensus seems to be
growing in the last decade which should dispell most of the questions about the
position which these early designs played in the development of the postal series
of 1861. The conclusion appears unavoidable that the “Premieres” were neither
(1) an early issue for postal use, nor (2) “samples of work” submitted with the
bid of the National Bank Note Company, the firm subsequently awarded the
Post Office contract, nor (3) unsatisfactory essays rejected by the Post Office
Department and requiring “improvements.”

Briefly, the story is this: The announcement made by the Post Office on
May 10, 1861, that the National Bank Note Company was the successful bidder
required that the Company “prepare designs and furnish impressions of the
several denominations of stamps in sheets, perfectly gummed and perforated”
before closing the contract. These conditions had also been clearly stated in the
original advertisement for bids published March 27 in several leading newspapers.
The Premieres were the result of the effort by the Bank Note Company to comply
with these requirements.

The critical fact is that the work was done after the bid was accepted but
before the contract was signed between the Department and the manufacturers.
Therefore the work proceeded under continual communication between the
parties and conformed to clear specifications set down by the Post Office De-
partment. But the work was not officially under Post Office contract and could
not then (and cannot now) be considered authorized postal material. The
Premieres were “essays” of very fine quality which met the approval of the De-
partment. But slight alterations in the dies were ordered before production of the
legitimate postage stamps began, in order to distinguish them from the essays
which were invalid for postage.

The essays were completed by the Company about June 19. Allowing for a
few days for Post Office study and approval, the contract would have been signed
and production of the 1861 issue would have begun before the end of that month.
The changes made in the dies for the new plates were so slight that most escaped
notice for thirty-five years, precluding any theory that the design needed improve-
ments. None of the early designs were ever issued for postal use, except the com-
monly known ten-cent Type I (Scott’s No. 58) which appeared briefly in Septem-
ber of 1861 when a shortage of the regular ten-cent denomination required putting
this one plate of the Premieres into use.!

Nineteenth century philatelists were evidently unaware of the existence of
two sets of designs, except for the obvious extra ornamentation in the corners of
the three- and twelve-cent which is absent in the essays. These two variations
were considered only trials and were not given postal status, a view which was
far closer to the truth than the theories of many later students of the issue.

With the discovery of the early design of the ten-cent (and that in used con-
dition!), a search was begun of the other denominations, and the slight identify-
ing marks on the regularly issued stamps were found on the one-, five- and ninety-
cent designs. Since the earlier unretouched designs generally appeared on thin,
transparent paper, some shades of the twenty-four and thirty-cent denominations
which were on the same paper were assigned to the series. So, a complete set of
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“Premieres Gravures” could be constructed, and on the basis of the ten-cent only
being found in used condition, the whole early series was given new postal im-
portance.

Originally, the early designs were presumed incorrectly to be an “August
Issue” which was given brief use and then withdrawn and replaced by the com-
monly known stamps of 1861, which were summarily termed the “September Is-
sue.” In 1909 John Luff recognized that the two designs could not be so neatly
designated. From information about cancellations, he knew that many of the so-
called “September” issue had been postally used in August 1861. But Luff could
not break from the false notion that the early designs were fully legitimate postal
issues. So, the rare appearance of the early designs suggested to him that they
had proved unsatisfactory. At this point he entered a maze of wild conjectures
that has taken six decades to unravel.

Lester Brookman, writing in 1947, challenged the whole “two-issue” theory.
The Premieres, he said, “should not be listed as issued stamps.”? He could find
no evidence that the “essay” designs had ever been issued for postal use, except
for the ten-cent denomination for a brief period after the second designs had al-
ready been in circulation for some weeks. “There was but one issue for 1861.”%

This denial of Luff’s explanation of the Premieres has not been seriously con-
tested since Brookman’s writing, But the theory offered by Brookman in substitute
is equally suspect. He offered the conjecture that the earlier designs must have
come from a period before the printers had bid for the Post Office contract. In
distinction to the company currently holding that contract, which submitted lay-
down proofs constructed from the current issue, “the National Bank Note Com-
pany submitted [with their bid] an entirely new series of designs, apparently in
the form of complete sheets, gummed and perforated. These sample designs . . .
were unquestionably the items long catalogued as stamps under the title ‘Pre-
mieres Gravures’ or the ‘August Issue. 74

This explanation, which was probably first suggested by Stanley Ashbrook,?
is correct, except for the crucial point that the Premieres could not have been
submitted by the Company until after the acceptance of their bid. Norton York,
in 1961, pointed out that the “samples of work” assumption by Brookman and
Ashbrook is impossible, because the announcement of the acceptance of the
National Bank Note Company bid indicates that proof impressions of such per-
fection had not yet been received.® York also reports later correspondence from
the Bank Note Company which documents the progress of the production of the
designs. One letter of particular importance is dated June 15, 1861, and promises
that the dies would be completed by “next Wednesday” (i.e., June 19) and de-
scribes the completed designs in general terms. Such a description would be
superfluous if the actual designs had been submitted more than two months
earlier to the Department.”

Why, after Luff’s error was exposed, someone did not immediately light upon
the correct explanation of the Premieres’ existence is difficult to understand. For,
the production of such finished work, if not for issuance as postage, would cer-
tainly suggest some purpose far more exacting than merely to give a specimen of
the quality of workmanship. Furthermore, the triviality of most of the alterations
in the second designs surely indicates that the changes were due to some technical
need to identify the different plates rather than to correct any design imperfec-
tions. In spite of these facts, the real absurdity of Luffs myth of improvements
in the design being ordered before production began, has not been sensed by the
number of serious writers who explored the subject. For, it is absurd to believe
that an independent and as yet unhired firm, working from brief specifications,
could come up with a finished product in just thirty days which would suit the
desires of the Post Office Department to a “T.” Richard B. Graham, in a personal
correspondence with the author says “I do not believe that any commercial firm,
in business for profit, would commit themselves to manufacturing full gummed
and perforated sheets or even make plates for such without some sort of pre-
liminary assurance that the contract was theirs.” York expresses the same opinion
about what would seem the logical procedure for the Bank Note Company.
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Two facts about the production of the 1861 issue have frequently been cited
as evidence in favor of the “two-issue” or “design-improvement” theories. One is
the fact that the Premieres are gummed and perforated, an unusual practice
for trial proofs. This had led earlier writers to believe that the Premieres were
regularly issued stamps, and Brookman to theorize that they were products of an
extraorcﬂnary effort to win the contract away from the current printers. The
reason for the gumming and perforating of the essays is not known, except that
it originated within the Post Office Department and not within the Bank Note
Company. The following statement by Jerome Wagshal seems to be all that can be
said: “For most of the period from the Civil War to date, proofs were generally
imperforate impressions. In those early days of the 1861 issue, however, the Gov-
ernment wanted to make sure of the finished product.”® The important fact is,
however, that the special effort was required of the Bank Note Company by the
Department after the acceptance of its bid and was not an independently inspired
exercise on the part of the Company,

The other fact that seemed to some to suggest a “two-issue” theory is the
well-known postponement of the date of issue. The notion runs that before the
intended August 1 issue date improvements in the designs were ordered by the
Post Office Department. After a two-week delay in the issue date while new
plates were produced, some of the original designs had to be issued anyway until
sufficient numbers of stamps were printed with the second design. The impos-
sibility of this view has been shown earlier, but the delay in the date of issue was
clearly due to an entirely different sort of crisis in the production of the stamps,
namely the difficulty in selecting an ink for the three-cent which did not fade
after drying. The story is told in detail and is well documented by Jerome Wag-
shal.?

The final step in clearing up the mystery of the Premieres has been to answer
the question of why the minute changes had to be made in the designs in the
first place. It was Stanley Ashbrook who first offered what seems to be the most
logical explanation:!? “After they were awarded the contract the sample designs
were so satisfactory they were adopted. But the sample designs could not be is-
sued because they were not made under Government supervision, hence altera-
tions were made in the original designs and new plates were made under Govern-
ment supervision. These changes were not made, as told to us by Mr. Luff, to
improve the designs.”

Ashbrook was making this explanation, of course, within the context of his
“samples of work” theory for the Premieres, but the reasoning applies as readily
to the proof impressions prepared by the Bank Note Company between May 10
and June 19, 1861. The “Government supervision” referred to by Mr. Ashbrook is
a general term which certainly covers several very specific and essential elements
of the Post Office Department’s involvement in the production process. It is ob-
vious that the production of millions of dollars worth of negotiable items such
as postage stamps would require the strictest kind of government accounting and
security, and especially so in this war-time period. This sort of supervision
would be very difficult during the engraving of the original dies, and would
not likely be attempted until the Company was officially under contract. Further-
more, a letter from the Bank Note Company dated May 18, 1861, indicates that
a change in “premises” was contemplated before production of stamps began.!!
It is possible that this move, if it took place later, might have made the second
designs necessary as a precaution against the straying of proof impressions into
unauthorized hands.

In summary, it must be recognized that each of the students of the 1861
issue which have been cited herein made some clear and unchallengable contribu-
tion to our knowledge about these stamps, whatever may have been their blind-
spots in the whole story as it has unfolded. And none of these men can be faulted
for having entered the area of conjecture and theory, for it is in this ground that
new understanding takes root. But it is only the sweat of the researcher’s docu-
mented proof that gives the growth.
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS CONCERNING THE NEW ISSUE OF 1861
March 27  The Post Office Department advertises for bids in many major news-

papers

(April 1 National Bank Note Company begins preparation of its bid for the
contract.)

April 30 Deadline for receipt of bids at noon.

May 10 National Bank Note Company learned by a newspaper article that

its bid was accepted. The P.O. Department orders impressions in
gummed sheets.

May 15 The Company received written notification of the bid acceptance,
including presumably “a memorandum of understanding.”
May 18 Dies for all but the 24 and 30 cent are in process, and the Company

hopes to utilize new faces for remaining two denominations. “Other
premises” are under consideration.

(May 25 Engraving begun on dies of the 24 and 30 cent, using current por-
traits. )

(June 12 Dies completed for at least the 10 and 90 cent.)

June 15 Plates completed for the 10 and 90 cent.

June 19 Date on which all dies are expected to be completed (but probably
those for the 24 and 30 were not finished as expected.)

(June 20 Die proofs which are completed are sent to the Department, but 24
and 30 cent cannot be included. Printing of plate proofs proceeds.)

(June 24 Contract approval and signed on basis of proofs. New plates with
slight identifying changes are ordered to distinguish authorized
stamps from existing plate proofs. Plates for 24 and 30 do not exist
yet so no changes in dies are needed.)

(June 26 Printing begins with new plates.)

(July 20 Color fading is discovered in the 3 cent.)

July 27 Proper mixture of ink for the 3 cent is discovered.)

(July 29 First day of issue postponed until August 15, because of the delay
duekt)o the fading color of the 3 cent. Printing begins on the 3 cent
pink.

(Aug. 16 Presumed date of issue for all denominations for first time. (Scott
has 1 cent, Aug. 17; 3 cent, Aug. 18; 5 cent, Aug. 19; 10 cent, Aug. 20;
12 cent, Aug. 30; 24 cent, Aug. 20; 30 cent, Aug. 20; 90 cent, late
August.)

Sept. 5 The Buffalo Express reports fading of 3 cent stamps which have
been issued.

Sept. 12 P.O. Department writes to National Bank Note Company presum-
ably to register a complaint about the fading of the 3 cent.

Sept. 14 The Company replies that the color will have to be worked out a
second time.

Sept. 30 Color rose arrived at for the 3 cent.

(Events which are within parentheses are interpolations made by the author on

the basis of documented dates of other events listed without parentheses.)

1 Cancelled copies of the 24-cent Violet are merely a rare shade of Scott No. 70. See the
complete and well-documented study by Stanley Ashbrook on “The 24c Violet of 1861,” Ameri-
can Philatelic Congress Book No. 1, pp. 1ff. T believe that it is unlikely that proof impressions
in sheets were made of the 24- and 30-cent at this time. It is well known that plate production of
these two denominations lagged behind the others, and if only die proofs were submitted this
would account for the absence of record designs for these two stamps.

2 Lester Brookman, The 19th Century Postage Stamps of the United States (1947), p. 206.

3 Ibid.

4 Ibid.

5In Lindquist’s Yellow Stamp Specialist (1942).

6 Norton York, “The Initial U.S. 1861 Issue,” American Philatelist, July 1961, vol, 74, No.
10, p. 739ff. ‘

pT A photograph of the original letter appears on pp. 22-23 of The Chronicle, vol. 21, No.
1, February 1969. i

8 Jerome Wagshal, “The Three Cent Scarlet, Scott’s No. 74,” The Chronicle, vol. 21, No.

1, p: 22,
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9 Op. cit., pp. 19-31.
10 Ashbrook, op. cit., p. 4.

11 This letter, quoted by York (op. cit., p. 741), reads in part, “Mr. Holbrook called today
but made no examination as we have under consideration other premises for work—will notify

him so soon as we decide.” I know of no further evidence that this prospect was actually carried
through.

THE ARMY OF THE AMERICAN EAGLE

The late Mr. Henry A. Meyer sent the Period Editor the accompanying
photos of the Sanitary Fair enterprise, “Army of the American Eagle” cover with
enclosures. While the nature of the enterprise is more historic than philatelic, as is
obvious from reading the enclosures, the cover has postal history interest. The
cover bears no stamp; neither does it bear any real evidence that a stamp in this
position has dropped off, as the faint trace of what could be part of a killer is
not a straight line or appear as if it once tied a stamp. The cover is marked “Of-
ficial Business” but does not bear any other free mail endorsement. As may be
noted from the scale of the postmark in the illustration, this is a large legal sized
cover, and could easily have weighed more than % ounce, which would have made
it a double rate cover.

The Period Editor wonders if Sanitary Fairs were usually permitted to send
large volumes of mail free.

HEADGUARTERS.
Army of the American Eagl
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BOYS AND GIRLS.

1 want you to join the Army of the American
1

T'il tell you sbout it.

The grest Northwestern Nanitary Feir will
open in Chicugo on the 80th of Muy, to ruise
money for the sick and wounded soldiers. |
have arraoged w plan by which sl boys and

irls in thnfl‘nim: cun da somethiug to help this
F:ir, and st the same time do & favor to every
one of their friends. The plan is this:

You huve all heard of the celebrated Live
Eayle of the 8th Wisconsin Regiment, s short
sketch of which you will find below. We ure

puring u great muny thousund besutiful Al-
fidurd in oil colors of this Eugle, ** Old
Abe.” Apnd I wunt you to help sell these pic-
tares for the Sunitary Fair. The pictures will
also, of course, be for sale at the Fuir.

1 sm orgunizing what I exll the Army of the
American Eayle.

Every person who buys one or more of these
pictures will be & privuiein this uriy.

Every boy or girl who sells u number of the
pictures shuil be wn officer, wnd ruuk in prope=-
tivn to the number of ‘pictures he or she way
sell.  They sell singly for fifteen centy, but when

wu get up u club, I will seud ten 1o one nddress
¥ur oue dollur, or vne hundred for vine Golla:s,

To get ten for one dollur the dollur must ull be
sent ut one time; wnd to get one huudred for
nive dollars, the nioe dollurs must ull be sent ut
ooe time. In each caxe the pictures will ull be
sent prepaid to oxe address, uud the commiy-
sion in n sepurat: letter 1o sume uddress,

1 hereby sppuint every boy und giri who shail
read this w recruiting ollicer  Now to work,
every vue of you! .

Ax 00D #8 you send me the mouney I will send
you the picturex, post puid, und send you aulo
» regulur Commaussion hwudsouiely printed slow-
ing that you ure un officer in the Army of the
American e,

The boy or girl who will get up  club und
send money for

Ten Pictures shall be Curpural.
Tweuty 5, anie Sergesnt.
Forty L Y= Laviiek 2d Lieutensut.
Sixty - 3 1st Lieutenuot.
Oune Hundred  ** Cuptain.
Three Hundred ** <P Mujor.
Five tlundred ** ** " Lieut-Colouel.
One Thoussnd  ** ** " Colonel.

Two Thousund  ** ** ** DBrigadier-General.
Four Thousand **  * ** Mujor General.
Hurrsh, Boys and Girls! lLet's go iuto this
work like soldiers und let the Army of the
Americun Eagle raise wt leust Ten Thousand
s for the Sanitary Fuir. We cuu do it
Let's say we wil

Our Eagle Army is succeeding so far beyond
anything wuticipated, that we have concluded
to award the followlng really elegant Prizex to the boy
and girl who shall sell the largest number of these pic-
tures before the Falr opeuns. Each shall reccivea
GOLD MEDAL of honor. These two medals will bear

appropriate Inscriptions and devices
There will be but two GoLD M¥DALS, unless the two
highest boys or the two highest kirls should sell the swme
number of plctures, in which case they will be rewsrded

alike.
Besides these gold medals there will be six Silver Med-

Als for the girls and six for the boys.
be ten Rronze Medals for the girls and ten for the boys.

All these Medals will be inscribed 5o as to
degrve of honor Intended 10 be conferred and will be
awarded o those who have eold the most of these ple-
tures for the Fulr. ’

The will be to as
so0on as the reeult ls known, In time for them to aitend
the Fair, where the prizes will he public);
them In the presence of the Engle himself, and the us-
semblesd diguitaries of the nation.

A-great many of the chlef men and women of our
country will be here.

We uffer these rewards not because the boys and girls
of America need uny other Incentive than exaited pa-
trivtism to work for our soldiers, but becuure we think
the hard wotkers should be honored.

The proceeds of the sale of these pictures
will be upplied to the purposes of the itary

ar.

We yive below u short sccount of this noble
bird, written by a staff’ officer of that regiment :

“ Allow me to Introduce te you 3a.

s
Hp Pt
i e
neat by, He was o uenti) t acitisen of Fau Ul
o o7 Tty el 7 e o e (Y

Jall. ke marant the men b zan (o cheer,
Taking one o the sm It flazs attrched &€
niil borne

o chop g
1ad they, omd when, Hiberased fatiened Bimielh 5 the
1. 30 there rewmained Hil the. men A108¢, when with n(spread
e reauuscd bie piace of peril, uss beld It 16 the close of the
.

Vattle of Corinth the rebes Gen. Price having discovered
e =1 bis men to e sure and take b

him,a'ing that he Bad rather ge

Upon the whid be it & magniicent bird, snd, | opine,
spoead his wings b trivaph oved otber sections of Bow disley
terrisery.”

Since this paragraph was written, our eagle
hux, with his regiment, served out his term of
enlixtment, and st its close was presented to
Governor Lewix of Wisconsin. He now rests
on his luurels, living in apariments fitted up ex-
pressly for him n the State House Park at
Madison.

Govervor Lewis has consented to hix com-
ing to our Great Northwestern Fair in May, to
exhibit himself for the benetit of the sick and
wounded soldiers--hisx companions in arms.

Children will remember that we huve po
Agents of uny kind for the Army of the
Amerigein Eugle, or tor vur picture.  All chil-
dren may net as Recruiming Orricers, but all
money must be xent to the undersigned, who
ulone can 1ssue commisrions.

We ure now sterevtyping » complete and au-
thentic history of our soldier bird, which will
be publish ed sud sold st the Grest Fair, for the
beuelit of the soldiers. A copy of this book will
be presented free of cherge to every Colonel
and Generul of the Army of the Amierican Eugle,

Be sure to write plainly, your name, post-ofice
county and state. ® " b

Address
ALFRED L. SEWELL,

Care of Dunlop, Sewell & Spalding,
Chicago, 1llinois.

Enclosure found in ““Army of the American Eagle” cover illustrated on the preceding page.

The 1863 Revision of the P.L. & R.

In response to a request in Chronicle #63 Mr. T. W. Simpson has sent
to us copies of two pages of the P.L. & R. of 1863, which, although printed, was
never official since Congress did not confirm some of the changes included
therein in anticipation that the changes would be ratified. Or, at least, we believe
this is the correct explanation.

Following are two sections which, we believe, were made effective by the act
of which became effective on July 1, 1863.

STEAMBOAT AND SHIP LETTERS— (186, 184, 181, 182, 166, 177.)
(1861, ch. 57, sec. 9)

SEC. 59. The Postmaster General shall have authority to pay, or cause to be
paid, a sum not exceeding two cents each for all letters conveyed in any vessel or
steamboat, not employed in carrying the mail, from one port or place to any other
port or place in the United States, or from any foreign port to any port within
the United States, subject to such regulations as the Postmaster General may pre-
scribe. But all such letters shall be deposited in the post office at the port ofp ar-
rival, for mailing or delivery; and if for delivery within the United States, shall be
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chargeable with double rates of postage, which shall cover both the fee paid to
the vessel and internal postage. No fees shall be allowed for letters collected by
a carrier on a mail-route.

DOUBLE RATES-WHEN TO BE CHARGED. PART PAYMENT TO
BE DISREGARDED.

Sec. 54. If any matter on which, by law, the postage is required to be prepaid
at the mailing off}i,ce shall reach its destination without such prepayment, double
the prepaid rates shall be charged and collected on delivery; and insufficient pre-
payment shall be disregarded, but the matter may in such case be forwarded,
charged with rates as if wholly unpaid.

More about Little Rock, Arkansas, Occupation Covers

Mr. Edward B. Freyfogle reports concerning a family correspondence sent
by a member of the 106th Regt, Illinois Volunteers. This unit was located mostly
in Arkansas after the fall of Vicksburg. On August 17, 1863, a letter received by
him was addressed to his unit at Memphis although the unit was then at Claren-
don, Arkansas, having just moved there from Helena, Ark. On March 14, 1864,
the address was “Little Rock, via Memphis,” and on July 26 and Sept. 29, 1864
and April 5, 1865, letters were addressed to Little Rock.

Mr. Freyfogle lists the soldier’s letters home as follows:

August 26, 1863 From Helena, Ark. Postmarked at Memphis, Aug. 28
August 3, 1863 From Helena Postmarked Memphis, Aug. 8.
February 24, 1864 From Little Rock. Postmarked Memphis, Mar. 8.
February 28, 1864 From Little Rock. Postmarked Memphis, Mar. 8.
July 15, 1864 DeBall’s Bluff (?) Postmarked Memphis, July 23.
July 28, 1864 Brownsville Station, Ark. Postmarked Memphis, July 31.
October 8/12, 1864 Pine Bluff, Ark. Little Rock, Ark., Oct. 17, 1864.
October 14, 1864 Pine Bluff, Ark. Little Rock, Ark., Oct. 17, 1864.

As the letter writer was company sergeant during his period of service, he
had notice of when mail would be collected. On May 9, 1865 he wrote in a letter,
“There will be an opportunity to send this by private conveyance to Memphis or
Cairo . . . a boat going direct from here to Memphis gets ahead of one or of mail
sent by the (Little) Rock two or three days ago. . ..” As Pine Bluff is on the
Arkansas River between Little Rock and the Mississippi River, the last idea seems
quite logical.

As Mr. Freyfogle points out, this all is rather concrete evidence that Pine
Bluff had no Federal post office until after the war ended.

WATERWAYS MARKINGS RECORDS OF HENRY A. MEYER
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

With this issue of The Chronicle, there appear the first plates of markings
as compiled by the late Henry A. Meyer. Some of these markings have appeared
in the pages of The Chronicle before. We refer to those markings used during the
1851-60 period, and most of these are also listed in the U.S.P.M. of Mr. Tracy
Simpson.

Periods of usage of issues of stamps and the postal markings which are ap-
plied to those covers to which the stamps are applied seldom, if ever, coincid%.
The writer and, we are sure, certain others of the Period Editors of The Chronicle
are reminded of this fact every time they prepare material for an upcoming issue.
This fact is certainly bourne out by the waterways markings. A very high per-
centage of this group was used in more than one stamp issue period. For this
reason—and also because U.S.P.M. is not available to many of our members—all
the markings assembled by Mr. Meyer are shown here.

We have started with the Route Agent markings, and these are listed alpha-
betically, which is the way that Mr. Meyer had them. We also include his notes.

The purpose of illustrating these markings is twofold—to place in the hands
of the members of the Classics Society the record of Mr. Meyer’s work, and to
secure the additional listings and information necessary to complete the work.
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It is the intention of Henry Meyer’s family that the work he assembled over many
years will not be wasted or disposed of to be squirrelled away or used for the
benefit of a relatively few collectors. It is believed that the publication of this
material in The Chronicle is the first step in the fulfillment of that commitment.

Please report any known but unlisted markings which should be in the alpha-
betic group listed in this or subsequent issues of The Chronicle. Also, please ex-
tend periods or colors of usage or complete incomplete “pictures” where possible.
All such information should be reported to R. B. Graham, 259 E. Dominion Blvd.,
Columbus, Ohio 43214.

For convenience, temporary numbers have been assigned to each listed
marking. This group of numbers will be continued until all possible listings are
developed, and will continue to be in the form of Plate-Number of illustration.
This is to say, for example, that a number 1I1-7 means marking number seven on
Plate No. three. It will be noted that some blank spaces, bearing numbers, are in
the plates. This was done when Mr. Meyer had notes showing of the existence of
a marking, but had no photograph. The notes are given in the tabulation and a
good tracing or the opportunity to make such is solicited.

PLATE |
Item Description Period
I-1  Balt. & Fred.//Steamboat 27/3 mm. Black. 1875-82
I-2  Balt. & Fred.//Agt. 27/3 mm. Black. 1883
[-3  Balt. & Norfolk. 26%/3% mm. Black. 1864-5
I-4  Balto. & Norfolk Boat. D.C. 31-18/3 mm. Blue. 1866
1-5  Balt. & Norf./Agt., 25%/3 mm. Black. 1877-8
I-6  Balt. & Norfolk/Agt. 26/3 mm. Magenta. 1877-85
1-7  Balto. & Norfolk/Agt. 26/3 mm. Black. 1885-8
I-8  Balt. & Pitts. Wharf/Agt. 26/3 mm. Black. 1875
I-9  B. Rouge & Donald./Agt. 27/3 mm. Black. 1881
I-10 Bay Line/Steamer 26/3 mm. Purple. (79) Black. 1875-9
I-11 Cairo & Columbus 25/3 mm. Black. 1866-7
Accompanied by I-11a.

[-12  Camden & N. Orleans/Agt. 25% Black. 1878

(No tracing available).
1-13 Cincinnati & Louisville/Mail Route 32/3 mm. Blue, black. 1856-60’s
1-14 Cin. & Louw./St. Bt., 25/3 mm. Blue. 1874
1-15 Chespk. Bay Route. 32/3% mm. Blue. 1848
I-16 Demop & Mobile/Agt. 26 mm. Black. 1883-4
I-17 No. listing.
1-18 DuBuque & Davenport/S.B. 26/3 mm. Black. 1861-2
1-18a On back of cover bearing 1-18.
1-19 Dubuque & St. Paul (M/S) Black. 1857

PLATE 1l

Item Description Period
II-1 Ev. & Bow. Green//Agt., 25% mm. Black. 1878
1I-2  Evansville & Cairo//S.B., 27/3 mm. Color not given. 1861 period
11-83  Evans. & Cairo Agt. 26 mm. Black. No picture. 1883
1I-4  Evans. & Cairo/Agt. 27 mm. Black. 1875
II-5 F. & Balt. St. Bt. 27/2% mm. Color not given. 1880
1I-6  Gal. Dub. Dun. & Min. Pk. Co., 35/4% mm. Blue 1857-60
1I-7 G.D.D. & Min. Pakt. Co. 33%/4% mm. Black. 1851-57
1I-8 G.D.D. & Min. P. Co. 33/4 mm. Black. Better tracing needed. 18567
1I-9 Hudson River Mail/N.Y. 29/3% mm. Red. 1847-1850
I1-9a Killer used with I1-9. Red. 1847-1850
11-10 Hudson River Mail/N.Y. 34 x 3% mm. Red. (Blue is prob-

ably Railroad usage). 1850
I1-10a Killer used with II-10. Red. 1850
11-11  Hunts. & Ports. River/Agt., 25/3 mm. Black Banknote
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II-12
II-13

1I-13a
11-14
II-15
I1-16

Ttem
II1-1
II1-2
II1-3
11I-4
I11-5
111-6

I11-7

I11-8

ITI-10
I1I-11
I11-12

III-13
111-14
I11-15

I11-16

I11-17
II1-18

Item
1V-1
V-2
1V-3
V-4
IV-5

IV-6
Iv-7
IV-8
V-9
IV-10

IV-11
IV-12
IV-13
IV-14
IV-15
IV-16
IvV-17
IV-18
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Jack. & Enterp./Agt., 25/3 mm. Blue; late "70’s; Magneta;
Eighties(?).

Jack. & Enterprise/Agt., 27/2% mm, With year date or
without. Black.

“N” (North?) killer used with II-18.

Jack. & Ent./Fast M., 27 mm. Black.

Jack. & Sanf./Agt., 25%/3 mm. Blue.

K. & D. (Keokuk & Davenport) S.B. Rt. M/S.

PLATE Il

Description
Keokuk & Rk. Isl. R.M. 36/4 mm. Black.
Lake Champlain S.B. 33 mm. Black, blue, red.
Lake Champlain/S.B. 25/3 mm. Black.
Lake Ch./S.B., 26/2% mm. Black.
Lake Champlain Mail. M/S. Black. (Need tracing).
Lake Champlain Steamer. 24 mm (?) (Tracing made from
Xerox print; dimensions? ). Color not given.
Louisville & Cairo/S.B. 33/3%-4 (tracing is off-scale).
Blue, 1857 period to black in 1861 era.
Louisville & Cairo M. Bt. Route, M/S (need tracing).
Louisville & Cincinnati/Mail Line/5, 39/4 mm. Black.
Louisville & Cincinnati/Mail Line/10, 39/4 mm. red.
Louisville & Cincinnati/Mail Line/, 39/4 mm. red; black.
(Probably II1-8, 9, 10 all from same instrument with insert
rate logos?).

Louisville & Cincinnati/Mail Line, 37/2%-3% mm. red; blue.

Lou. & Cin./S.B. Mail Line, 33%/3% mm. red; orange.
L.ville & Cinti./Mail Line., 32/4 mm. Orange, red, blue,
black.
Louisville & Cincinnati/Mail Line., in rectangle, 45% x 17%
mm. Red, blue.

Louisville & Cin./S.B., 26/3 mm. Blue, black.
Lou. & Cin./Mail Boat., 26/3 mm. Black.

PLATE IV

Description
L’ville & Evans. (?)/S.B., 26/3 mm. Blue, black.
Louis & Evans/Riv.Rt., 26/2%-3 mm. Color not given.
Louis. & Evans./Agt., 26/2%-3 mm. Black.
Louis. & Evans./Agt. (name misspelled), 25/2% mm. Blk.

1875-82?

1881-3
1881-3
1880’s
Banknote
1862

Period

1860-1862?

1839-1875?

1868-1870’s
1874
1849

1874

1857-1862°
1857-61
1851-4?
1851

1851-4
1851-2
1851-2

1852-62

1851
1861
1874

Period

1860’s
1877
1878-83
1880

Louis & Evans. Riv./Agt., 27/2% mm. Exists with and without

year date. Color not given.

Louis. & Evans Riv. (P)/Agt., 26/2% mm. Black.

Lou. & Ev./Mail Boat, 25/2% mm. black.

L. & St. Louis/Mail Route, M/S. Need tracing.

Not used

Louisville &»/St. Louis/Mail Route (note spelling of “DEZ”
(December?), 35 x 32 mm. shield. Black; blue.
Louisville & St. Louis/Mail Route, 33% mm. Black.
Louisville &> St. Louis/Mail Line, 33 mm. Red.
Louisville &> St. Louis/S.B., 33/3% mm. Blue, black.
Louisville & St. Louis/Mail Route, 38 x 22% oval, black.
L. & Rock/Riv. Rt., 25 mm. black.

Loud. & Rock’d Riv./Agt., 26 mm. blue.

Mayville & James/Agt. (?), 27%/3 mm., purple.

Mayville & James/Agt., 27/3%. Black. Need tracing.

1883
Banknote
Early 1870
1854

1853
1855?
18547
1853-4
1853
Early 1870’s
Late 1870’s
1880’s
1880’s



Plate 11

IT-123 IT-13a

DB T AFA
% iz

II-16

33



{
LOUISVILLE & CINCINNATI
MAIL LINE. May 30
I

I11-16

Plate 111

34



VISVILLZ
VO smLouls €

IV-18

Plate IV

35



RAILROAD POSTMARKS
CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor

RAILROAD MARKINGS
CHARLES L. TOWLE

Towle-Meyer Catalog
Errata and Addenda

Due to the great interest and assistance displayed by many collectors it is
{(zllt to be desirable to devote this installment entirely to railroad markings of the

est.

The Editor is grateful to Messrs. Fingerhood, Germon, Wierenga, Edward
Willard, John Willard, Woodruff and Wyer for their assistance in reporting mark-
ings herein reported.

(1) Through the investigation of John Willard we report an error in listing
in the Towle-Meyer Catalog under Colorado. The marking listed as 951-A-1
should be changed to:

950-C-1 26 black, Banknote, 5. (Cheyenne, Hughes Station & Denver)

(2) Through detective work by Edward L. Willard an erroneous reporting
under New Mexico Territory has been brought to light. Marking of S.P.R.R.
listed as 963-D-1 was assigned to Southern Pacific Railroad. Mr. Willard has lo-
cated a cover bearing this marking containing a letter dated March 26, 1881 from
Mercersburg, Pa. to Ithaca, N.Y. As a result this marking becomes Southern Penn-
sylvania R.R., a short line branch of the Cumberland Valley R.R., and illustrates
just how misleading a marking can be when assigned only from a cover not show-
ing back address. Change to

209-G-1 26 black, Banknote, 18. (Southern Pennsylvania)

(8) 963-E-1 is also reported with year date 1885.

(4) 983-A-1 is also reported with 3¢ 1861 stamp possibly indicating earlier
usage than date shown in Catalog.

Plate XIII

Dakota Territory
885-C-1 2614 black, WYD 1886. 5 (Sioux City and Yankton)
885-D-1 2614 black, Banknote. 30 (Dakota Southern)
Catalog Route 887: Columbia to Huron, Dakota, Chicago & Northwestern R.R.
Route Agents: Columbia-Huron, D.T. 1883—2 Clerks (97 miles)
Markings: 887-A-1 27 black, WYD 1886, S killer, 6
Montana Territory
890-B-1 27 black, WYD 1884. 15. (Garrison Junction and Ogden)

Oregon
894-D-2 manuscript, WYD 1873. 12 (Oregon and California R R.)
898-A-2 2714 black, WYD 1886. 5 (Umatilla and Huntington)
898-B-1 2714 black, WYD 1885. W killer. 6 (Granger and Huntington)

Nebraska
932-0O-1 25 black Sixties, 20 (Cheyenne to Wahsatch, Union Pacific)
Note—A May 1869 timetable of Union Pacific in my files shows Wahsatch as western terminus
but this may not be correct interpretation of marking
936-B-1 2614 black, WYD 1886. 4 (Missouri Valley and Chadron)

Colorado
951-A-1 2714 black, Eighties. NDL. 3 (Fort Collins and Denver)
951-A-2 2714 black, WYD 1886. 3
951-B-1 2514 black, Banknote. N in circle killer. 8 (Cheyenne, Boulder and Denver)
952-B-1 26 black, Banknote. 12 (Denver and Blackhawk)
954-B-1 27 black, WYD 1885. E killer 6 (Denver and Leadville)
955-A-2 2514 magenta, Banknote. 20. (Denver and Fort Garland)
955-E-1 2614 black, 1879. 15. (Denver and San Juan)
957-B-1 271/, black, WYD 1886. 2 (Denver and Ogden)
957-B-2 2714 black, 1885. 4

New Mexico Territory

963-G-1 27 black, Eighties. 4 (Deming and San Francisco)
963-G-2 2714 black, WYD 1884. 4
963-G-3 2714 black, WYD 1883. 5
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Plate XIV
963-G-4 2814 black, WYD 1883. Partial. 5
963-H-1 Open Circle 2414 blue, Banknote. Black W killer. 45 (Benson and Los Angeles)
963-1-1 27 black 1872, E killer. 15 (Gmlthem Pacific)
964-A-1 2714 black, WYD 1885. E killer. 5 (Albuquerque and Mojave)
964-B-1 2715 black, WYD 1884, 1885, 8 (Albuquerque and Needles)
California
976-]J-1 26 black, Banknote, W Kkiller. 6 (Ogden and San Francisco)
976-K-1 2614 blue, 1878. 4 (San Francisco and Ogden)
976-S-4a D. Circle 3214-20 blue, WYD 1871. 24 (Central Pacific)
976-S-4b Rectangle (Rounded Corners) 31 x 1714 blue, WYD 1879. 10
976-S-5 D. Circle 3214-20 blue, WYD 1879. 50
979-B-1 27 black, WYD 1885. 4 (Sacramento and San Francisco)
982-B-1 2514 black, 1875, 1876. 12 (California and Oregon)
982-C-1 2514 black, WYD 1886. 4 (Tehama and Sacramento)
982-D-1 27 black, WYD 1883. 5 (Redding and Sacramento)
983-C-1 2614 black, 1874. NDL. 16
985-S-1 D. Circle 2914 blue, WYD 1883, 15 (\orth Pacific Coast)
Catalog Route 986: Tehama-Davisville, Cal. CE\‘TRAL PACIFIC (California
Northern R.R.)
Route Agents: 1879, 1881 Woodland-Willow, Cal. 1 Agent; 1882 Willow-Davis-
ville, Cal. 2 Clerks; 1883 Tehama-Davisville 2 Clerks (124 miles)
Markings: 986-A-1 27% black, WYD 1885. 7
986-B-1 27 black, WYD 1884, 1885, 1886. 4

Catalog Route 988: Los Angeles-Santa Ana, Cal. SOUTHERN PACIFIC R.R.

Route Agents: Los Angeles-Santa Ana, Cal. 1881—1 Agent; 1882,—1 Clerk (35
miles)

Markings: 988-A-1 26% black, Banknote, Eighties. 6

Catalog Route 989: Stockton-Milton, Cal. STOCKTON & COPPEROPOLIS R.R.-
STOCKTON & VISALIA R.R.
Route Agents: 1881 Stockton-Oakdale, Cal. 1 Agent
1882, 1883 Stockton-Milton, Cal. 1 Clerk (30 miles)
Markings: 989-A-1 25% black, Banknote. NDL. 20

Tentative and Unclassified Markings

T-15 D. Circle 32-29% zlue, WYD 1869. 50. Union Pacific—End of Track.
Only usage seen apparently a corner card marking and entered mails at
another point.

T-16 D. Circle 35%-20 blue. 1868. 24. Central Pacific R.R. messenger.
The use of these messenger markings and their connection with U.S. Mail,
if any, is not as yet understood and this would offer a good research topic
for some of our western members.

ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

COMPLETE REPRINT NOW AVAILABLE

658 Pages of Text and 162 8 x 10 Glossy Photos
(Photos are as good as original)

Text and Photos Complete $250
TextOnly $150
Photos Only $150

ONLY LIMITED QUANTITY AVAILABLE

JEROME S. WAGSHAL

2903 TILDEN ST.—N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS
GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor

TWO COVERS TO GERMANY VIA HAMBURG PACKET

The cover illustrated as Figure 1 is reported by David T. Beals III, our asso-
ciate editor for the 1851-'60 period. It originated in New York and is addressed
to Bremen. Prepaid 10c by a type III stamp of the 1857 issue, it was endorsed
simply “p. Mail.” It bears a N. YORK PAID HAMB. PKT./10 marking dated
May 15, and a HAMBURG/29 MAY 1858 receiving mark. Since the rate to Bre-
men by Hamburg packet was 15c, the question is raised: Why is this cover not
prepaid with 15¢ in stamps? While a definitive answer to this question probably
cannot be given, there are two possibilities that should be explored.

In June 1857 the Hansa of the W. A. Fritze & Co. made the last voyage to
New York for the line. Until the North German Lloyd ships started running in
July 1858, therefore, there was no Bremen packet service to New York. Also in
June 1857 the Washington and Hermann of the Ocean line ceased their runs be-
tween New York and Bremen. The service of this line, however, was replaced by
that of the Vanderbilt European line with the ships Ariel and North Star running
between New York and Bremen. The contract between the Postmaster General
and Cornelius Vanderbilt for this service called for thirteen round trips during
the ensuing year, and the compensation was to be the sea and U.S. inland postage
on the mail conveyed. The “Commodore,” however, was also running his ship, the
Vanderbilt, between New York and Havre, a much more lucrative service.

On the 28 November 1857 the Ariel sailed from New York for Southampton,
Havre and Bremen. On this trip she suffered extensive sea damage, and did not
arrive back in New York until 4 May 1858. The North Siar sailed from New York
on 26 December 1857, also suffered sea damage and did not arrive back in New
York until 13 February 1858. There was a scheduled mail sailing from New York
on 23 January 1858 which was not made. There was also scheduled a mail sailing
on 20 February 1858, but the newly arrived North Star was too much in need of
repair to make it. Vainly the Postmaster General sought to have Vanderbilt put
the Vanderbilt or one of his other ships on the Bremen run. The 20 February 1858
sailing was not made, and when it appeared that the scheduled sailing of 20 March
1858 was also not to be made, the Postmaster General sent the Bremen mail to
Liverpool in the Prussian closed mail by the Kangaroo of the Inman line. Bremen

Had 1 558 e
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sent its mail by the Hammonia of the Hamburg-American line, which arrived in
New York on 1 April 1858. This also broke the heart of Senator Duckwitz, Bremen
Postmaster. To think that the Bremen mail had to be sent by a Tapag ship!

On 15 May 1858 the Borussia of the Hamburg-American line and the Ariel
of the Vanderbilt European line sailed from New York. Someone in the New
York post office, perhaps a clerk or the person in charge of the foreign desk,
endorsed this cover to be sent by the “Borussia via Hamburg.” Since the letter
was fully prepaid if it were sent by the Ariel, and was 5c¢ underpaid if it were
sent by the Borussia, one wonders why the latter ship was chosen. Perhaps the
recent poor experience with the Vanderbilt European line influenced the decision.
There is the second possibility the Ariel sailed early in the day and this cover
arrived at the New York post office after the Ariel mails were closed. In order
that it be dispatched as early as possible it was included in the Borussia mail.
Regardless of what the reason may have been, the letter was sent to Hamburg
by the Borussia.

It should be noted that the United States Post Office lost nothing by sending
this letter by the Hamburg-American line. If it were sent by the Ariel a credit of
1c would have been given Bremen. The remaining 4c sea postage and 5¢ U.S. in-
land postage would have been paid over to the Vanderbile European line. Thus,
the United States would have received nothing for the service. The forwarding of
the letter by the Hamburg-American line necessitated a credit of 10c to Hamburg.
This covered 4c sea postage, l¢c Hamburg inland, and 5c¢ transit from Hamburg
to Bremen. Hamburg paid the line for the sea postage, and in this case also,
the United States received nothing for the service. Thirty days after this letter
was mailed, the New York post office would not have had a choice of ships (if
one was indeed involved in this case). On 14 June 1858 Congress passed an
act which, among other things, provided that if a United States ship and a foreign
ship sailed from the same port for the same destination within three days of each
other, the mail was to be sent by the United States ship.

The rate, the route used to forward it, and, particularly, the time of mailing,
make this a most interesting cover. There can be little doubt that it is scarce.

The cover illustrated as Figure 2 is reported by Tracy W. Simpson, former
editor of The Chronicle and recent editor of the 1851-60 period. The letter orig-
inated in New York and is addressed to Waren, Mecklenburg Strelitz. It is en-
dorsed “pr. Steamer Borussia.” It is prepaid by a block of four of the 3¢ perforated
stamps which are cancelled with a red grid. In manuscript is a large blue “3,”
and it also bears a N.YORK PAID HAMB. PKT./10 marking in red and dated
Nov. 2. On the reverse is the oval handstamp of the Hamburg State Postal Admin-
istration: ST. P. A./18 NOV 57, which shows the date the letter arrived in Ham-
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burg. It also bears a double circle marking of the Hamburg city post office, dated
Nov. 19, the date the letter was dispatched from that office.

The block of four of the 3¢ stamp on this cover is indeed remarkable. It
shows imprint and Plate No. 11. Tracy writes that this was lot No. 238 in the
Harmer sale of Cabeen material, and that Plate No. 11 is the early state, rather
than the late state as indicated in the catalogue, and by the pencil notation on
the face of the cover.

In this connection the year date of the cover is significant. The oval Ham-
burg marking shows the year to be 1857. Even if this were not so, the New York
packet marking implies an 1857 date. The ships of the Hamburg-American line
sailed from New York on the first and fifteenth of the month, except when these
dates fell on Sunday, in which case the sailing was on the following day. In
1857, November first fell on Sunday and, hence, the New York packet mark shows
the date of November 2. In his letter Tracy points out that the stamps must be
Plate 11 “early,” since the early state “was the only state of plate 11 for” the year
of 1857. He further writes that Dr. Chase reported knowing of two instances of
a Plate No. 11, both in the early state, and this is probably one of them.

This letter was undoubtedly brought to the New York post office with the
block of four of 3¢ stamps affixed. The person who mailed this letter must have
paid three additional cents in cash. This statement not only rests on the fact that
the New York exchange office gave Hamburg a credit of 10c, which indicated
a 15c rate, but also because this credit included the 5¢ (2 silbergroschen) uni-
form postage of the German-Austrian Postal Union, to which both Mecklenburgs
belonged. There was no reason whatever for additional postage to be charged
in Germany.

One can only conclude, therefore, that the “3” on the face of this cover was
applied at New York, and that it indicated an additional prepayment of 3c in cash.
While it was customary to indicate these additional cash prepayments on letters
partially prepaid by postage stamps in lead pencil, in this instance, the clerk
used a pen. It should be noted that prepayment of foreign postage by postage
stamps was not made compulsory until 1860.

This cover is double-barrelled. Not only is it franked with one of the rarest
blocks of four of the 3c stamps, but it is also one of the few covers known to this
editor that clearly indicates that the rate was partially prepaid by stamp, and
partially prepaid in cash. As Tracy puts it, “This cover is really sensational, as I
see it.” In this the editor concurs.

SIX 15¢ 1869 COVERS TO EUROPE

The following six covers are reported by Henry M. Gobie, RA 982, and were
part of a collection of 15¢ stamps of the 1869 issue which were exhibited at
FLOREX last month at Miami, Florida. The exhibition won a gold award.

Figure 3 illustrates a cover posted in Washington, D.C., on June 25, 1869
or 1870 (there is nothing on the cover to indicate the year date). It is addressed
to Stuttgart, Germany, and is prepaid by a single 15¢, type II, stamp of the 1869
issue.

On 1 January 1868 a postal convention between the United States and the
North German Union superseded the Prussian closed mail convention. The Prus-
sian closed mail convention (effective 15 October 1852) was made possible by
an Anglo-Prussian convention (effective 1 August 1852). Under both of these
conventions, Aachen was a Prussian exchange office. Both the U.S.-Prussian
closed mail and the Anglo-Prussian closed mail were forwarded from London to
Ostend, and thence on the railroad line to Verviers, Belgium, whence it was for-
warded on the line Verviers to Cologne, via Aachen. Until 1862 both mails were
put off at Aachen. A new Anglo-Prussian convention signed 13 October 1862
adopted the travelling post office, Verviers to Cologne, as the exchange office for
Anglo-Prussian closed mail and dropped Aachen as an exchange office. While
the British mail was now sorted aboard the train, the United States mail con-
tinued to be put off at Aachen. There is some evidence, however, that some
letters addressed to eastern Europe and sent in the U.S.-Prussian closed mail
were sorted en route late in 1862.
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Figure 3

The U.S.-North German Union convention, itself, established Aachen, Bre-
men, and Hamburg as German exchange offices. The Detailed Regulations, signed
22 July 1868, however, made the “Travelling Post-Office No. 10, between Cologne
and Verviers” a German exchange office, and dropped Aachen. Covers showing
this service bear a marking in red on the face: “VERVIERS (followed by either
“A” or “B”)/date/COELN/FRANCO” on prepaid letters. Unpaid letters bear
the same marking in blue on their reverse, but without “FRANCO.” Until 1 July
1870, North German Union letters from the United States, via England, bear
these markings.

The convention established a rate for letters via England of 15¢ in the United
States, or 6 silbergroschen in Germany, per 15 grammes (% ounce). The tables
of postages to foreign countries published during this period designate the service
as “North German Union closed mail, via England.”

Figure 3 bears on its face a NEW YORK PAID ALL/BR. TRANSIT mark-
ing, characteristic of covers by this service, and a VERVIERS A/date/COELN/
FRANCO marking applied by the travelling post office, Verviers to Cologne.

B

Figure 4



Figure 5

This is one of the few covers seen by this editor that shows an “A” after Verviers.
The significance of the “A” or “B” in this marking is not known. One suspects
that they may designate a particular train, such as a day train or a night train,
or the mail crew (brigade) that processed the mail. Regardless of what these
letters may signify, markings showing the letter “B” are more frequently seen.

Figure 4 illustrates a cover posted in Fall River, Mass. on 3 January 1870
addressed to Dresden, Saxony. It is prepaid 20c by a 2¢, 3¢ and 15¢, type II, of
the 1869 issue, indeed, an unusual combination. Under the U.S.-North German
Union convention the direct rate to Germany was 10c per 15 grammes (% ounce).
Direct service is indicated by the NEW YORK PAID ALL/DIRECT marking,
and the letter must have weighed over % ounce at the Fall River office, requiring
a double rate prepayment of 20c. The small oblong marking HAMBURG/18 1
70/FRANCO was applied at Hamburg to mail received by ships of the Ham-
burg-American line. The date of arrival was 18 January 1870, while the New
York marking indicates that the ship sailed from there on 4 January. Mr. Gobie
notes that this cover is from the Henry A. Meyer Collection, Lot 482, sold by
Robert A. Siegel on 25 June 1969. It is indeed a splendid cover.

Figure 5 illustrates a cover posted in Boston addressed to Paris. It is prepaid
by a 15¢, type II, stamp of the 1869 issue, the correct rate by French mail. The
BOSTON/PAID 12 marking is dated 6 December (1869). The French receiving
mark, 3 ET. UNIS 3/SERV. AM. CALAIS is dated 19 December 1869, and was
applied in blue. M. Salles states this marking was applied by the Paris office to
mail arriving by way of England. There was a similar marking showing SERV,
BRIT. CALAIS which was used for about a month in 1868, but thereafter the
marking showing SERV. AM. CALAIS was applied equally to letters arriving
in England by American or British packet. The credit “12” in the Boston marking
indicates that this letter was sent by a British packet of the Cunard line. Since
the Cunard line abandoned its Boston sailings on 5 January 1868, this letter was
dispatched from New York, probably by the R.M.S. Scotia which sailed from that
port on 8 December 1869. An interesting cover used late in the French mail

eriod.

Figure 6 illustrates another French mail cover. It originated in New Orleans
on 14 May 1869 addressed to France. It is prepaid by a 15c, type I, stamp of the
1869 issue. It bears a NEW PAID YORK/6 marking in red dated 19 MAY (1869).
The credit “6” in this marking indicates American packet service to England.
Again, the blue 3 ET. UNIS 3/SERV. AM. CALAIS marking was applied by the
Paris office, and its appearance on this cover supports M. Salles statement that
it was used equally on mail by American and British packet. In 1869 American
packet service to England was performed by the Inman line to Liverpool and the
North German Lloyd to Southampton. This letter was conveyed to England by
a ship of one of these lines.

On 8 July 1863 the United States and the Kingdom of Italy signed a postal
convention which did not go into effect. A new convention was signed on 8 No-
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Figure 6

vember 1867 which became effective on 1 April 1868. This convention provided
for a 15¢ per 15 grammes (% ounce) rate on letters posted in the United States,
or 80 centesimi for letters posted in Italy. The route to which this rate applied
was called in the convention the “direct” route. The tables of postages to foreign
countries published during this period call it “Direct closed mail, via England.”
This indicated that the bags were closed in New York (which was the only U.S.
exchange office) and directed to one of the Italian exchange offices which were:
Susa—travelling office; Camerlata—travelling office; and Arona—travelling office.
The mail passed in closed state through England and the continent to one of
these exchange offices. This, however, was not the only route by which mail was
forwarded to Italy. The tables of postages to foreign countries continued to show
North German Union mail with rates of 14c¢ for direct service and 19¢ for closed
mail, via England.

Figure 7
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Figure 7 illustrates a cover which originated in New York addressed to
Palermo, Sicily. In this, and in earlier periods, mail between the United States
and Sicily is seldom seen. It is endorsed to the steamer “City of Washington” of
the Inman line and prepaid by a 15¢, type I, stamp of the 1869 issue. On its face
isa NEW YORK PAID ALL/BR. TRANSIT marking dated 14 September (1869),
and on its reverse are markings of Milan (dated 26 September 1869), Naples
(dated 28 September 1869), and Palermo (dated 30 September 1869). Since the
letter was sent in closed mail from New York directly to Italy, only a New York
and Ttalian markings appear.

On 11 October 1867 the United States signed a postal convention with
Switzerland. This convention in many respects was similar to that signed with
Italy, and also became effective on 1 April 1868. It provided for a 15c¢ per 15
grammes rate in the United States, and an 80 centimes rate in Switzerland. This
was for service by direct closed mail, via England. The North German Union mail
rates, however, were deleted on 1 April 1868 from the tables of postages to for-
eign countries. New York was the United States exchange office, while Switzer-
land used Basle and Geneva.

Figure 8

Figure 8 illustrates a cover posted in Washington, D.C. on 14 September
(1869) addressed to Geneva, Switzerland. It is prepaid by a 15c, type 1, stamp
of the 1869 issue. On the face is a NEW YORK PAID ALL/BR. TRANSIT mark-
ing bearing the date of 15 September. On that date the R.M.S. Russia sailed from
New York for Liverpool and it is presumed she conveyed this letter to England.
On the reverse are Basle and Geneva markings dated 27 September 1869.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Ashbrook Special Services text and photos

for sale. Badly need large and small lots of

Collectors Club Philatelist and other litera- YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE_
ture. Send for my buy/sell list. J. R. Kester- WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER
son, 336 Homestead, Delaware, Ohio 43015. ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO
BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE
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Stamped, Adv. Terr.,, Valentines, Expos., BOTTOM OF PAGE 4.
Political, Post Cards, Etc.—Wm. B. Sabin,

Jr.—168 Hoosick St., Troy, N.Y. 12180.
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IFF YOU THINK SELLING
YOUR COLLECTION IS LIKE
DIVORCING YOUR WIFE

...you can have custody
of the kids!...if
you'll give us your stamps!

Parting with a stamp or coin collection, whatever the reason, is for most
serious collectors, a near traumatic experience. When the time comes, how-
ever, your collection is in the best of hands at Harmer, Rooke. Whether for
auction or for immediate cash from private sale, you can depend on the
expertise and professional integrity for which Harmer, Rooke has been
famous since 1903,

With sophisticated clients throughout the philatelic and numismatic world,
Harmer, Rooke is your assurance of the expeditious liquidation of your col-
lection at extremely attractive prices. Estates, trust departments of leading
banks and knowledgeable private collectors, as well, have come to depend
on Harmer, Rooke & Co., the world’s first major stamp & coin dealer and
auction house. When your time comes...come to Harmer, Rooke. You'll
understand why.

* NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE!* NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT!

WHEN IN NEW YORK, WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT
THE HARMER, ROOKE GALLERIES
...dedicated to the public exhibition and sale
of the world’s rare and interesting stamps and coins
...and, THE HARMER, ROOKE LABORATORIES
The world’s first electronic laboratory specifically
devoted to the authentication of stamps and coins

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PHILATELIC AUCTIONS ARE HELD
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS

Write for complimentary auction catalog and descriptive brochure
USE THE CONVENIENT COUPON BELOW

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. | 4ARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.

Negotiants in Fine Properties ; 604 5th Avenue, New York 10020
P~ ; Please send auction catalog and
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"! LONDON—1903 « NEW YORK—1939
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Back Issues

of
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THE CHRONICLE

Borrow with confidence

In any emergency, borrow
the money you need at
Edelman’s. Use your collec-
tion as collateral and still
retain complete ownership.
At  Edelman’s, you can
obtain quick, confidential
loans for any amount up

to 80% of the value of If you desire back issues, please
your properties — from

communicate your needs t

$50 to $50,000 and more. . o JE o e
Write today for further Secretzlry with remittance to cover
information. as indicated in last issue of Chron-

Edelman’s @ lele.

301 Old York Road
Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 &
Where the public has borrowed

are still available through the Sec-
retary. Some are “out of print”,
and some are in exceedingly short
supply.
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MELVIN W. SCHUH, Sec.,

} with confidence for over 37 years (@'

Worcester, Mass. 01609

1869 INVERTS

Sorry — but these philatelic gems will probably never
dignify our offerings. However, if your interest lies in
EARLY U. S. CANCELLATIONS, varieties, blocks, etc.,
then perhaps our ““mailers’’ might please you.

If you are not on our mailing list — please send stamped self-
addressed business-size envelope for current and future “mailings”.

Collectors’ Corner

ASDA
P. O. Box 26
Tannersville, N.Y. 12485

—
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HRH

" ORGANIZATION

H. R. Harmer are pleased to announce

that instructions have been received from the

UNITED STATES TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK

to offer at public auction on
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 18, 1970

the second portion of an outstanding holding of

UNITED STATES
(Issues to 1903, Air Post and Officials)

The group is very comparable, both as to quality
and rarity, to the first portion sold on May 27, 28,
1969 for over $350,000.

Rarities abound throughout, including 1869 inverted
centers 15¢ and 24c vused; 1898 part perf. 8¢ in a
unique plate block of 4 o.g.; 1901 inverted centers,
lec, 2¢ 4¢, 1c block of four, o.g.; Air Post 1918 in-
verted center 24c, o.g.

A deluxe art catalogue with full-color spread is avail-
able gratis at the Galleries or by first-class mail 50c.

H. R. HARMER, INC.

The International Stamp Auctioneers
6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
Telephone: (212) 757-4460 Cables: Harmersale, New York
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