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! THE HUGH J. BAKER COLLECTION !

UNITED STATES

POSTAL HISTORY

COVERS
AND

CANCELLATIONS

ALSO

UNITED STATES BLOCKS
THE SUPERLATIVE COLLECTION OF MR. JOHN CHAPIN

AT PUBLIC AUCTION

MAY 5th - 8th, 1970

AN AUCTION SALE OF OUTSTAND ING IM PORTA NCE AND

OF SPECIAL INTEREST AND APPEAL TO ALL ADVANCED COLLECTORS

CATALOGUES, PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED, SENT ON REQUEST

TO THOSE NOT ALREADY ON OUR MAILING LIST

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.
10 EAST 52nd STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

PHONE (212) 753·6421



If your wife
wouldn't give 2c for

your collection
...try Harmer, Rooke!

WE'LL GET YOU
A LOT MORE!

No reflecti on on your " better half" but it's a fact of l ife for most serious col­
lecto rs. Wives usually fail to und ers tand why you put so much ti me and
money. . . (if she really knew how much money. . . oh boy!!! ), int o your stamps
or coins. In a strange way she probably sees your ph ilatel ic or num ismatic
activity as some psych ological extension of your boyh ood days or, at the
very least, a good way fo r you to keep out of trou ble. In our 67 yea rs of
deali ng with sophisticated collectors all over the wor ld, we've com e to
underst and.

That's wh y pr ivate collector s as well as estates and trust departments have
come to depend on the expertise and pro fessional integrit y of Harmer ,
Rooke . .. the world's first major stamp & co in dealer and auc tion house.
When and if you dec ide to stop " fighting" your wife let Harme r, Rooke make
prompt arra ngement fo r the immediate sale of your colle cti on at extre mely
att ractive pr ices.

• NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE!· NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT!

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PHILATELIC AUCTIONS ARE HELD
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS

Write tor complimentary auction catalog and descriptive brochure
USE THE CONVENIENT COUPON BELOW

Please send auction catalog and
put me on your mailing list.

I have material lor auction or sale.
Please contact me.

Negotiants in Fine Properties

For direct inquiry, CALL (212) 765·3883.
For long distance, Call collect .

APPRAISERS' SAL ES AGENTS
AUCTIONE ERS

-----Negotiants of the ----­
CARDINAL SPELLMAN COIN COLLECTION

I

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. I HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.
I 604 5th Avenue, New York 10020
I

Established: I 0
LONDON-1903 • NEW YORK-1939

THE HA"MER, ROOKE BUILDING II 0
604 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020 I NAME-----::::---=-:-:--::-;-,,..------ 1
II ADDRESS I

II CITY STATE
1

II PHONE ZIP 1
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"SELECTED"
I

u. S. COVERS-PART 6

# 2 7 - (5c BRICK RED) - Ho r iz. str ip of 3 , F-VF Ce nt., Fresh bright co lor, a ll
perfs intact, tied " N.O ., La-APR. 23, 1859" Pmk. to V.F. Bluish folded letter
to France, wi th sharp clea r transit prnks., by Am . Pkt. , signed ASHBROOK, -
Est. ca t. $500+ , A BEAUTYlI $ 5 00

# 2 8 - (5c RED BROWN) & # 14 (10c Green Imperl) - Fine Ce nt ., tied together on
V.F. Blui sh fo lded letter, with RED " N.Y.· PAID-12" Pmk ., d at e d "OCT. 2 7 (1857)"
to France, clear " Br. Pkt." prnk ., Rare & co lorful combination $2 00

# 2 9 - (5c BROWN) & # 3 5-(10c Ty. 5) -Pe rfs cu t, fresh b rig ht copie s, tied to
superb white fo lded letter by " N. O ., La-Nov. 16, 1859" Pmk., with clear transit
pmks. by " Brit. Pkt.", Cat. $ 8 1.50 + $68

# 29 - (5c BROWN ) - Hor. strip of 3, De e p Dark shade, wide ST. edge & g u id e­
line at lef t, Fine to Supe rb Centering, tied on V.F. BUFF cover by "N .O ., LA."
ind ist inct pmk., with cle ar transit p m ks. to France , signed ASHBROOK, Est. Cat .
$250 ++ $ 18 5

# 3 0 - (5c ORANGE BROWN) - Rich color, V.F. ce nt., Ve rt . crease from cover
filing fo ld, v ivid ly t ied by "NEW YORK-Aug. 20, 1861 " black pmk. & g rid on
V.F. appe a ring , sl ightly creased (from filing fo lds) b lu ish fo lded le tt e r to " NOVA
SCOTIA", signed ASHBROOK, Rar e & stri king cove r, Cat . $450 ++ $4 0 0

# 3 0 - (5c Deep Rich ORANGE Brown) - 2 copies, V.F., tied by b lack grids to
V.F. wh ite fo lded le tt e r, w ith clear tr an sit pmks., includ ing Red " N. YORK-BR.
PKT.-7 PAID-Sep, 11 (1861 )", to SPAIN , with P.F. Ce rt. , Most Attract ive &
RARE . $ 1, 50 0

# 3 0A - (5c BROWN), F.-V.F., t ied by Blue "BALT., MD." pmk. to V.F.-S. Bluish
fo lded le tte r to " AMSTERDAM" , with bright RED " NEW YORK-BR. PKT-J ul. 18
(1860)" pm k. A Be a uty $75

# 3 0A - (5c BROWN ) - 2 co pi es, F.-V.F., target cancels, not tie d on V.F., Yellow­
ish cover, pm k. "SUSPENSIO N BRIDGE, N.Y,-Feb. 24 (1861)" to CANADA, w ith
Re d "U NITE 0 STATES PA I0 6" , Attract ive $85

# 3 0A - (5c Deep BROWN - HOR. PAIR, F.V.F., target ca nce ls faintly ty ing , com­
pan ion cove r to above, sa me pm ks ., b ut " DEC. 28, 1860" pmk., same Red
" UNITED STATES PAID 6" , slig ht cover repair at Bt. Rt ., Mos t Att ract ive .$ 100

# 3 0A - (5c BROWN) - H or. STRIP of 3, Fine to Superb, t ied by Brillant Red
g rids to super b Blui sh Laid Enve lope to "BERLIN", w ith Blk. " NEW YORK-Am .
Pkt.-23" pmk. & Red "SHORT PAID" w ith Ms s. Due ma rk , A BEAUTIFUL
G EM $ 2 5 0

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
APS
SPA
CSA

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, published by th e U.S. Philateli c Clas sics s oclety{ Inc., at 10 Country Club Drive,
Fulton , Mo. 65251. Second-class postage paid at Fulton ,. Mo. Subscrip tion price $14.00. A year 's sub­
scription is Included in memb ershlp In the U.S . P hll ateltc Classics Boclety, w ith $7.50 of each
member's dues a ppo r ti oned to publica t ion of Th e Chro n ic le. Pr inted In the Uni ted States of Am erica .
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1970 IS PHILYMPIA YEAR

LONDON • SEPTEMBER 18-26

A warm welcome
awaits you at

STAND 85

w here you can see PRIVATE TREATY SELECTIONS,
SPECIAL OFFERS, als o BOOKS: many standa rd works
for the ph ilatelist an d postal h isto rian.

On view in Londo n during the exh ib ition: va luab le
lo ts f rom our Lond on Oct ober and Nov ember sa les ,
Bas le Octobe r sales and our Aust ra lian Nove mber
sal es .

AFTER THE SHOW our se ries of exciting aucti ons continues in

London , Bournemouth and Basle-and now, occasional sales in Austra lia,

Madrid and South Africa . The Collector of Class ics will find the

BASLE OCTOBER (27-31) SALES

of interest-these include the second portion of the "G Colombo" Airmail s,

the "Colombo" Roman States, the fourth and fina l part of the "Court"

Italian States, the " Peace" co llect ion of Germany; also France, Sicily and

Switzerland. More news in our next advertisement.

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W. 1

ENGLAND Cables: " Sta mps London S.W. 1" Telex: 915 410

West Coas t Agent : Lt. Cdr. William H. Wells . P. O. Box 575,

San Leandro, California 94577

Wh en re plying to this adve rtisem e nt please mention that you saw it in the " Chronicle"
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Edito r
U. S. EXPRESS MAIL IN THE 1847 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART

The U. S. Express Mail postmark is a postal history reminder of the vigorous
competition that existed between the express companies and the United States
mail during th e mid-nin eteenth century. Before 1845 the express compa nies
successfully compet ed with the D. S. mail by offering bargain rates. Afte r the
reducedpostage rates in 1845, the express companies emphasized speed in order
to profit .stil l at the expe nse of th e mai l. By incorporating "Express" in its post­
marks, the post office wa s attempting to show that its service was as speedy as
that of the express companies.

In th e February 1935 issue of his "Pat Paragraphs", Elliott Perry writes of
the losing battle that th e express companies were waging with the post office
department, as follows:

"T he sugges tion is made that the Post Office Department used the term
'Express Mail' as a weapon in its fight with the privat e mail carry ing expresses.
Any term which cou ld help con vinc e th e public that the D. S. ma ils wer e E xpress
Mails, just as speedy and efficie nt as any oth er express mai ls, wou ld help th e
govern me nt mail to compete for the let ter carrying business. What else was
likely to be so effec tive as 'E xpress Mail'-even if it was a case of borrowing the
express companies' own thunder ?"

By the tim e our first stamps .were issued the term "Express" had been dis­
continue d except in two instances, one for Boston and one for New York. It is
some times mistakenly believed that these postm arks wer e especially for mail
traveling between these two cities. Actually, most of the known 1847 covers with
this postmark are addresse d to cities other than either New York or Boston.

It now see ms certain that th ese Express postmarks wer e dir ectional or route
markings and were struck at least part of the tim e in the mail rail wa y cars while
en route. E lliott Perry believed this when he wrote in his Ju ly 1937 "Pat Para ­
gra phs," "It ( the E xpr ess Mail postmark of either New York or Boston ) has been
found on eastb ound and westbound let ters and th e Editor is inclined to believe
each route agent carried his own handstamp and pad and used it on eastbound
and westbound trips ." The Miller coll ection in the New York Public Library
has 105 ten cent 1847 covers from th e Ludlow Beebe correspondence each with
a D. S. Express Mail postmark. All of these covers originated in Boston and are
addressed to Philadelphia. One wou ld expect all of them to have the Boston
logo but three of them have th e "D. S. E xpr ess Mail N . York ." Since the gen­
eral pattern seems to be for Boston E xpr ess Mail covers to be addressed to points
south, sou thwest and west and for New York E xpress Mail covers to be addressed
to points north, northeast, and east, it seem s possible th at the New York Expr ess
Mail covers addressed to Ludlow Beebe at Philadelphia in th e Miller Collection
represent uses of the New York postmark on letters originating in Boston, as is
mentioned in Boston Postal Markings. Although th e ra ilro ad mail clerks were
carefu l, they occasionally picked up the wrong handstamp.

The U. S. E xpr ess Mail postm arks used at Boston ar e illustrated in Boston
Postal Markin gs. On e device (365 ) has th e month abbreviated above the day
date, and the other (365A ) has the month and day date reversed (F igures 1,
2 and 3) . The only known 1847 cover with a Blake type 365A is a letter (F igure 2)
datelin ed Providence addresse d to Philadelphia, yet it has a "D. S. E xpr ess Mail
Boston" postm ark. The cover bears a single .5c stamp which is th e correct postage
rat e if mailed from Providence but the 10c rat e wou ld apply if the letter had
originated in Boston. It seems that thi s typ e 365A may have been the postm ark
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EXPRESS POSTMARKS ON 1847 COVERS
Figure 1

The two N. York illustrations are by Remele. The two with Boston logos are by Blake . Both Remele and Chase
g ive these diameters, Ul·C is 30 mm; Ul·d is 29 mm, and 365 and 36SA are 29 V2mm .

BLAKE BOSTON TYPE 365A
Figure 2.

This type has the day date above the abbrev iat ion for the month . The cove r is datelined June 26, 1851. This
letter must have been mailed in Providence because Sc correctly pays the rate from Providence to Philad elphia.
If this letter had been mailed in Boston as the logo in the postmark indicates, lOc would have been requ ired
because Boston is more than 300 miles from Philadelphia. The blue " R" wh ich is partially evident stand s for
"reeerded" or perhaps it is an early unofficial registering .

used by the route clerk working out of Pro vid ence on the train from Boston .
If thi s is the case, it could explain th e extremely rare use of th is type of the U. S.
Express Mail postmark on 1847 cove rs. Since the earliest date recorded in Boston
Postal Markings for 36.5A is May 6, 1850 ( a stampless cover ) , it is likely to be
uncommon on covers with 1847 stamps. The supplementary E xpress service out
of Provid ence, as an extension of the Boston U. S. Express Ma il, apparently star ted
about Ma v 1850.

The common seven bar enclosed circular grid, which I believe is the "device"
furn ished by the post office depa rtmen t, is th e cancella tion usually found on the
'47 Express covers an d is always in red. It is significant tha t the 13 ba r square
grid commonly found on '47 covers cancelled at th e New York City post office is
not see n on any "U . S. Expr ess Mail N. York" cove rs. Stamps not cancelled with
the # 7 grid are usually cancelled b y pen or occasionally with a rate mark.

Letters postmark ed "D. S. Express Mail" were carr ied at the same rate as
other letters and were not subject to extra cha rges, as had been the case for the
earlier Express .Mail or "Easte rn Pony Express" of 1836-39. T he word "Express"
was meant to suggest extra speed in ma il transmission, alt hou gh the postma rk
was app lied only to supplementary mail.
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(Philate lic Foundation photo)
Figure 3

The U. S. Express Mail N. York postmark is here used as a canceller. The postmark is lightly st ruck to canc el
the stamp, c: s is desirable, with a slightly hea vier seco nd strike on the cover as a postmark . This cover was in
the Waterhouse collection when it w a sold in 1955 .

Boston Postal Ma rkings to 1890 by Maurice C. Blake and Wilbur W. D avis
explains th is service this way: "By 1846-47 the supplementary serv ice had been
extended for Express Mai l to one hour after the post office closing, as stated in
the Boston Almanac for 1847:

'Southern Mail closes dai ly at 4 P. M. Le tters are received at the Provi­
dence Railroad Depot, by the Express Mail Messenger , until 5 P. M.' ''

Elliott Perry in his "Pat Paragraphs" of July 1935 writes "The U. S. Express Mail
postma rks used on th ese rou tes do not appear to have been used to indicate a
special or speedier service other than the time saved whe n mail instead of being
deposited in a post office was hande d to a route age nt of th e post office dep art ­
men t on a steamboat or railway train, or was deposited in a mail receptacle,
such as it is believed were located at ra ilway term inals and stea mboat wharves."

In addition to the 105 lac Express covers in the Miller collec tion, the Direc­
tory 10c 1847 Covers lists 49 more Express covers from Boston but only 6 from
New York. Covers addresse d to Ludlow Beebe in Phil adelphia account for 35
of the 41 listed in the Directory as addressed to Philadelphi a. Of the remaining
eight lac covers listed for Boston, only one is to New York. The others are to
assorted towns, the most distant being Fayette, Missouri.

Of the six "U. S. Express Mail N. York" covers liste d in th e Directory only
one is to Boston. The cover addressed to Boston is an illegal late use, August 1,
1851, a mon th after th e 1847 issue became invalid for postage. Th is interesting
use of our first issue is not unusual, as more than for ty illega l lat e uses are known.
Three of the lOc New York Express Mail covers are foreign mail , two to England
and one to New Brunswick. Still another is a cover to Taunton, Mass., bearing
an upper righ t diagona l b isect of the l ac.

The D irectory of 5c 1847 Covers is in its final stages before publication and
among the mor e than 4000 different covers so far listed are 74 U. S. Express
Mail covers, 32 having the Boston logo and 42 wit h N. York. In his July 1937
"Pat Paragraphs," Elliott Perry sta tes that neither the Boston nor N. York Ex­
press Mail Postmark is known used as a cancellation on 1847 covers. He goes
on to say, "Until the 1851 stamps appeared it was used only as a postmark but
56



Figu re 4
An unusually cle ar strike of the " U. 5. Express Mail N. York" po stm ark. The 1847 stamps w ere demo net ized as
of July 1, 1851, end no lon ger valid fo r po stage . This cov er mail ed Augu st 1, 1851, represents an ill egal late
use o f our first iss ue of stamp s. The po stage rate from New York to Bosto n on thi s date w as onl y 3c pe r half
ounc e .

thereafter it was frequen tly used as a can celler." It was not until recently that
the first 5c 1847 cove r turned up with thi s E xpr ess postmark used as a cancella­
tion and suc h instan ces mu st be extremely rar e.

Just recently our Lond on memb er, Dr. Otto Bacher repor ts a seco nd 5c 1847
cover with the "N . York Express Mail" used as a cancellation. This extremely fine
cove r ( F igure 3) has a light strike on the stamp and a seco nd heavier stri ke
on the cover. T he illustration shows the indisti nct strike that is typical of U. S.
Express Mail postmarks whether from New York or Boston . A lOc cover is also
illustra ted ( F igure 4) as an example of a remar kab ly clear strike; suc h a sharp
st rike of this active postmark is qu ite rar e. So fa r no 10c cover is know n with
this postm ark used as a cancellation .

This article incorporates the pertinen t informati on on the "U, S. Express
Mail" postmark tha t has appeared in the past as it applies to 1847 covers. It also
includes new informat ion th at has recently been rep or ted or discover ed . Special ­
ists in the 1847 issue are inter est ed in hearing from collec tors ( 1) who have
other 1847 covers with the U. S. Express Mail postmark used as a canc ellation;
(2) especially if on a lOc 1847 cover and (3 ) who have Express covers with the
origin in the dat e line of the folded lett er some place othe r than Boston or New
York. Please report any information you have to th e section Ed itor.

Bibliography
Blak e, Mau r ice C. a nd Davis, Wilbur \\' . Boston Postal M arll illg" 10 1890. Portland , Xlai n«, 1949.
H a r l , Cre ight on C. a nd ~[c [)onald , Su san ~1. Directory of IOe 18-17 Couc rs, Kansas Cit y, Mis­

so u ri , 1969.
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Rem ele , C. \ \' . U nite d Stat es R ail road Post mnrks 183 7 10 186/. State Co llege, Pa . 1958.

" ex t Issue : The a rt icle " 1847 Covers fr o III Iowa " sched u led for this issu e will ap pc ar in t he
August Ch ro n ic le .
YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF
INTERESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO BUY, SELL, OR EXCHA N GE,
THIS IS THE PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGE! SEE RATES, BOnOM OF PAGE 52.
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THE 1851-'60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III , Assoc. Editor
MILITARY MARKINGS: 1851-1861
DAVID T. BEALS III , R.A. 248

Installment No. 3

Introduction
We come now to the milit ary posts of New Mexico Territory, and it will

be remembered (from p. 142 of the first installment ) that the army fought more
engagements here during this decade than in any other area.

We are ind ebted to Dr. Sheldon H. Dik e for makin g ava ilable to us the
records of his many years of research conc ern ing New Mexico Territory covers
(Refs. 41 and 55 ) , and it would indeed be a feather in sorneone's cap to discover
a New Mexico fort cover not previously listed by him.

FORT BUCHANAN, New Mexico Territory
This post was established on November 17, 1856, and was the first military

post established in the Gadsen Purchase territory. It was located on the Sonoita
River about 25 miles east of Tubac near the pr esent town of Pata gonia, Arizona.
Its mission was to control the Apac he Indians and to protect the southern mail
and express rout es. Initially called Camp Moore, the post was designated Fort
Buchanan on May 29, 1857, in honor of President Buchanan. From June until
November, 1857, the Tucson post office was moved to Fort Buchanan , presum­
ably becau se of Apache pressure, where a detachment of dra goons under Capt.
Richard Ewell pro vided a semblance of protection. Th e post was not located
on the overland mail route; overland mail from it was sent via Tubac and Tucson.
Fort Buchanan was evac uated and burned on July 23, 1861, as a result of the
Confederate invasion from Texas.

There is only one marking known:

Diagram # 17

1) FORT BUCHANAN N. M. / D j C35.

There are seven covers known used in 1859 and 1860 with this markin g,
four of which are on 3c Nesbitt envelopes, and three used with S5. Of the latter ,
two show point of origin in Alamas, Mexico, and bear the mark "Fran co En
Alamas" in a rectangle (see Fig. 5) . Two others show spec ific routing by over­
land mail.

FORT CRAIG, New Mexico Territory
This post was established on April 11, 1854, on the tableland west of the

Rio Grande River, about four miles below the present town of San Marcia. Its
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Figure 5
Courtesy of T. W. Simpson (Ex E. B. Jess up). Interesting use of Mexican marking " Franco En Alamas " show ing
the letter orig inated in Mexico and e ntered the U. S. mail it Fort Buchanan .

mission was to pr ovide pr otection from roving bands of Apa ches, and to gua rd
the route along the Rio Grande. Th e post was na med for Capt. Louis 5. Cra ig,
3d U. 5. Infant ry, who was murdered in Ca lifornia by deserters in 1852. Not
threat ened by th e Confederate invas ion, the post was garrisoned by the army
until 1885.

Th ere is one marking known during this period :

Diagram ;; 18

1 ) FORT CR AIG .N.M/mss. dat e/C32.

Four covers are known with thi s marking used in 1860 an d 1861. Three
are used with 55 and one is a stampless cover with mss. "F ree Official Business."
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY COVERS
MY EVER-INCREASING PUBLIC AUCTION SALES ACCENTUATE CLASSIC
19TH CENTURY U.S. COVERS. AS A RESULT, SPECIALIZED COVER
COLLECTIO NS ARE ESPECIALLY WELCOME FOR MY FUTURE AUCTIONS.
COVERS A RE ALSO PURCHASED O UTR IGHT, OR TAKEN ON CON­
SIGNMENT.

AL ZIM M ERMAN
843 VAN NEST AVE. BRONXr N.Y. 10462
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This marking is also known on two covers used with a 3c 1861. The Fort Craig
post office had postal receip ts of $17.00 in 1859 ( Ref. 53 ).

Figur e 6
Courtesy of Floyd Risvold . One of the most interesting fort covers, addressed to a memb er of .he U.S.
Mount ed Rifles and carr ied by the BUlle rfield Over land Mail.

FORT DEFIANCE, New Mexico Territory
This post was established on September 18, 1851. It was located at the

mouth of Canyon Bonito, 35 miles northwest of the present town of Gallup ,
New Mexico. It was the first U. S. arm y post to be established in what is now
the sta te of Arizona. Its mission was to control the avaho Indians. Fort De­
fiance was evacua ted on April 25, 1861, in anticipation of the Civil W ar.

Two markings are know n:

Diagram # 19

1 ) Fort D efiance, 1 • M. Sept. 12th , in manuscript.
2 ) FORT DEFIANCE 1 • M. JD/ C33.5

Two covers with marking #1 are known used with S2 in 1857. Four covers
and one piece are known with marking # 2, one used with S5, one cover and a
p iece used with 3c Nesbitt envelopes , and th e remarkabl e pair of covers ad­
dressed to France, th e first used in 1858 with a pa ir of #17, and the oth er used
in 1859 with a strip of # 35, illustrated in Fig. 7.

FORT FILLMORE, New Mexico Territory
This post was established on September 23, 1851, on the west bank of the

Rio Grande about six miles south of the town of Mesilla . It was nam ed for
President Millard Fillmore, and was part of the system of frontier defence
against the Indians . Fort F illmor e was abandoned on July 26, 1861, by U. S.
troops and occupied the same day by th e Confed erate expedition from Texas.
60



e.

,
i

. [

Figure 7
Covers w ritten by the same person to France on August 18, 18S8 (the pair of # 17 o ver-pay ing the sing le rate)
and aga in on January 14, 1859 [the sl rip of Ihree of # 35 pay ing th e double 15c rale). The second cover is
cou rlesy of W. O . Bilden .

The post was re-taken in August, 1862, by the first California Cava lry and was
fina lly abandoned perm anen tly on Octob er 10, 1862. Fort Fillmore became a
way sta tion on the Butterfi eld overland mail route on August 17, 1858.

There are two postal ma rkings known:
OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Special ty

Write for my-

FREE SPECIAL LI STS OF OLD U.S. COV ERS

Approva ls glad ly se nt to U.S. Ph ilate lic Classics Socie ty an d A. P.S. members .

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810
61



Diagram # 20

1 ) Ft. Fillmore N M Nov. 8th/56, in manu script.
2) FORT FILLMORE N. M. / D / C32

There are four covers known with marking # 1, used between November,
1852, and November, 1858. One is stampless, one used with a 3c Nesbitt en­
velope, and we have been unable to obtain details of usage on the other two.
Only one cover is known with marking #2, which is used with S5.

FORT UNION, New Mexico Territory
Thi s post was established on July 26, 1851, and was located 24 miles north­

east of Las Vegas on the mountain branch of the Santa Fe Trail. It was estab­
lished by Lt. Col. Edwin V. Sumner, 1st U. S. Dragoons, commanding the
Department. Sumner intended the post to replace Santa Fe as departmental head ­
quarters because he considered Santa Fe to be a "sink of vice and extravagance"
(Ref. 44). Fort Union's mission was to deter the Jicarilla Apache and the Ute
Indians, to protect the Santa Fe Trail, and to serve as a supply depot for the
other fort s in the territory. In the Spring of 1861, a new post was selected by
Col. E. R. S. Canby, 19th U. S. Infantry, a mile west on more defensible terrain
in anticipation of a Confederate attack (which did not occur) . Construction
on the new post was started in August, 1861. Fort Union was garrisoned until
1891. Postal receipts of $15.00 were reported for 1859 ( Ref. 53) .

Three markings are known :

Diag ram # 21

1) Ft. Union March 17, in manuscript.
2 ) FORT UNION NEW MEX. /0 / C29
3) FORT UNION N M / D/ yr / C31.5

Six covers are known with marking # 1, one used with Sl, three with S2
(one marked via Independence, Mo.), and two with S5. Two of these were dated
1852 and the balance 1856 through 1858. Seven covers are known with markin g
#2, four used with S2 (one marked via Independence in manu script ), one
stampless marked "Official Business" in manuscript, one with esbitt envelope
UI0, and one with S5. Of marking # 3, there are only two covers used with S5,
and one on S5 off cover.

Fort Stanton, New Mexico Terr. , was established on May 4, 1855. It had
a post office in 1859 ( Ref. 53 ), but no covers from this period have yet been
reported .

(To be continued in next issue)
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12c BISECT TO CANADA

MORTIMER L. NEINKEN , R. A. 119

This is a story of two covers. Perhaps it wou ld be best to quote from the
Ashbrook Sp ecial Service. Thi s first quotation is from the Ashbrook Special
Ser vice, p. 98 ( Issue # 14, June, 1952 ) :

"Pho tograph N o. 47 (Fig. 1), illustrat es a ver y remarkable and ge nu ine cover with
a di agonal half o f a 12c 1851 used as a Gc stamp. This cover is re marka b le becau se of
sever a l fea tu res. In th e last paragr aph of th e last page of my Service Issue, I mentioned
th a t I had never seen a use of th e 12c 1851 in th e month of issue, viz., July 1851. In
my records are only th ree uses of th e 12c listed in August , a nd thi s is o ne of th e th ree,
(Aug . 4t h , 7t h a nd 21st). This is undoubtedly th e ea rl iest kn own 12c 1851 bisect.

"This folded letter was postm arked from New York o n Aug . 21st, 1851 and is ad­
d ressed to Quebec, Ca nada . The rat e o f IOc to Ca na da had on ly go ne into ef fect a few
mo nths p revious, viz., April G, 1851. T he str ip o f four Ic sta m ps are a ll T ype II fro m
Pla te O ne Ea rly-sta m ps tha t had been in use less than two months. I think th e cover is
especially not eworthy becau se it sho ws th e use of a half of a 12c stam p at a tim e when
th ere was no Post O ffice Department Order, or Regulation , in effec t whi ch prohibited
th e lise o f a half of a sta m p to prep ay half of its face value. Such a n order was not
issued until lat e in 1853.

"T h is very fin e and rare cover was in the Arth ur Hind collectio n a t o ne tim e (the
H ind of th e unique One Penny British G u iana fam e), a nd was Lot 145 in the Hind
sale, held in New York on Nov. 20, 1933. It sold at the bar gain figure o f S185.00 to th e
la te Ca rl Branden bu ry, and in the sale o f h is collec tion by Percy Doan e on Dec. G, 1943,
it agai n cha nge d han ds at th e lower figure of 120.00. There is no telling wha t it would
bri ng today.

Again qu oting from the Sp ecial Ser vice, p. 106 ( Issue # 16, Ju ly, 1952) :
" In my last Issue No. 15, I furn ished Photograph No . 47 a nd included a brief de­

scr ip tion o f thi s rar e cover, which has a ho rizont al strip o f four of th e One Cen t 1851,
from Plat e ail e Early, and a di agon al half o f th e 12c 1851, the stam ps tied by four str ikes
o f a New York postm ark of Aug. 21, the year of use 1851. Kindly ref er to the photo-

Figure 1
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print, a nd not e two fea tures-the dat e of "AUG. 21" and the fact that th e bisect is th e
LO',!' ER LEFT DIA GO N A L H A L F. T he cover is add ressed to " Que bec, Lower Ca n­
ada.

" Mr. Edgar J essu p inqu ired as to why a 12c bisect was used on this cover when
sure ly th ere were plenty of 3c 1851 sta mps on han d a t New Yor k in August 1851. H is
inq uiry rem inded me tha t I had fa iled to mention tha t th is cove r had or iginated in Cuba,
and had been brough t by privat e carrier to New York and mail ed th er e. Presumabl y th e
writer had a supply of Ic an d 12c, bu t no 3c, hen ce the occasion to cu t a 12c in two.

"' Ve had no postal treaty wit h Spa in (or Cu ba ) at th a t time, hen ce the letter was
not placed in th e Span ish mail. T he U. Si-Caua d ia n ra te was IOc.

"I n the Em erson Sale of October 19, 1937, by Kell eher, L ot #78 (Fig. 2) was de­
scribe d as foll ows: " UPPER RIGH T DIA GO N A L H A LF" of 12c black used as fie with
horizontal str ip of four Ic blue, T yp e II, to pay the 10c rat e fro m Cu ba, via N ew York
to Canada. T he b isected sta mp and the str ip are tied by th e N ew York postmark. Mail ed
from H avan a Aug. 7, arrived in N ew York Aug, 21 and deli vered in Queb ec Aug. 24,
1851. P robably th e earl iest known use of a bisected 12c sta mp. T he str ip is a b it cu t in to.
nevertheless a remarkab ly fine cover." (u nquo te). T he sa le price was . 400.00.

It will be not ed th at thi s cover had an upp er Tigh t half of a 12c whereas cover #47
has a lower left hal f. T hus th ere are two cove rs both postm ark ed "New York Aug. 21"
- both fro m H avan a, and bo th to th e same add ress in Queb ec, Cana da . It has been
stated th e halves come from the same 12c stamp , and it is possib le that th e letters were
written on differ ent da ys in Cuba but were brou g-ht by th e same priva te car r ier to New
York City and both mail ed on August 21, 1851. O f course, the auctio n descr ip tion that
the Ilk paid th e rat e " fro m Cuba , Via New York to Canada" was in err or. Inciden tally
I wish to emp hasize the fact that any mult ip le p iece of th e One Cent 1851 fro m the
or igina l or first sta te of Plat e One (Plate One Earl y) is a scarce item , and suc h p ieces
arc worth a great deal more than is ge ne ra lly su pposed .

""Vay back in J an uary 1900, the Scot t Sta mp &: Coin Cp. sold at auct ion th e fine
collec t ion of a very pro minent N ew York collec tor by th e nam e of F. ,V. Hunter , and in
tha t sale wer e these two cove rs, descr ibed as follows, quot e: " L ot I 89- Diagonal half used
as 6c on cover, with str ip of four lc, fine. (Sale pr ice 18.50). L ot 190- the oth er half
of the same stamp , used in lik e ma nner, on sam e day and to same address, fin e. (Sale
price?)" (unquo te). I will refer to th e two covers as,- Lower left d iagon al as the " H ind
cover" and to th e upper r igh t d iagonal as th e "Eme rso n cover."

" In a sale by J. C. Morgenthau on ] an. 10, 1911, of the "Sp iegel berg Collecti on ,"
th e Em erson cover was Lot 15 and th e description was in part as follows: "T he bisect
is in th e fin est possib le cond ition, the New York cance lla tion cover ing it on all sides .
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A grea t rarity in th is condition ; [rom th e \ V. A. Smit h Co llect ion." I huv e no record o f
th e sale price.

" I n a sa le o f "T he Barry Co llectio n" by th e Na ssau Stamp Co . on Apr. 2, 3, 1914,
th is same Emerson cover was agai n offered as Lot 84 a nd sold a t 61.00.

Again quoting from th e Ashbrook Special Service, p. 163 ( Issue #23, Feb­
ru ar y, 1953 );

" Kind ly refer to pa ge 98 of this Service wherein I descr ibed a \"ery re marka ble
cover illust rated by Photogr aph No . 47, th e same being a 10c ra te from New York to
Quebec, Ca nada, in August 1851 wit h postage paid by a H . S. of four, Ic 1851 and a
12c 1851, bisect, th e Iowa left diagona l hal f. The date of use Aug. 21, 1851. Also pl ease
refer to page 196 of this Service, wh er e I descr ibed a seco nd a nd sim ilar 12c b isect on
cove r, from New York to Quebec, Ca na da , on th e same d at e, Aug. 21, 1851. T he bisect
on th e la tt er bein g th e up/Jer rig ht d iagon al half. As stated in my notes, I called th e
left diagon al bi sect th e "A rt hu r Hind cove r" , Ph ot ograph No . ,17. a nd th e right di agon al
bisect th e "Em erson cove r." \Vhen I com piled th e not es on page 106, I di d not possess a
phot ograph of th e Eme rson cover, but recently throu gh the k indness of Mr. Philip H .
Ward, Jr. , I am now able to supply a p ri n t. See Phot ograph herewith No. i 5. This re­
markable cover is in th e pri vate colle ctio n o f Mr. W ard. Co mpa r ing th e two photogr aphs
side by side, it will be not ed th at No. 75 has a notation a t the right end indicating it
ori ginat ed at Havana , Cuba. on Aug. 7. 1851. The add ress o f the other cover, # -17. is in
a d ifferent ha ndwrit ing a nd a notatio n at lef t indicat es that its or igin was from New
York City. In all p robability, th e let ter from Havana was sen t un sea led (no sta mps)
and under sepa ra te cover to a N ew York corres po nden t by th e name of Co it. The latt er
probably wrote a separa te letter, put th e sta mps o n both a nd mailed both on the same
dat e. T he two hal ves of th e 12c were probably from th e same sta m p, and the two One
Ce nt strips were probably a b lock o f eigh t.

Fi g. 1 illustrates the so-called Hind cover. Fi g. 2 illustrates the so-called
Emerson cover. Th e lc stamps on the Hind cover, Fi g. 1, are all Type II , and
the positions are 83-84-85-86RIE. The lc stamps on the Em erson cover, Fig. 2,
are Typ es II , II , III , lIlA, and the positi ons are 53-54-55-56RIE.

To supplement Mr. Ashbrook's comments, the so-called Hind cover was sold
as Lot 582 in a John A. Fox sale of Dec. 12, 1961. Th e pri ce realized was $1,450.
Th e so-ca lled Emerson cover was sold in an H. R. Harm er sale as Lot 156 on
Feb . 17, 1970. Th e pri ce realized was $3,200.

Apparently these tw o covers were separa ted after the Hunter sale in Jan­
ua ry, 1900, and this commentator has ascertained that the two covers are now
reunited in one collection again.
, "'" "',

Lisbon, Arkansas, Stencil
A tracing of thi s ste ncil marking was shown in Chronicle # 63. Through the

cour tesy of NIr. D . L. Jarrett, we are ab le to show a photograph of th e cover from
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which this tracing was made. Th e full cover gives a much better idea of the
appearance of this most interesting marking.
NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U.S. MAILS
Referen ces to USP M in the Chro nicle refer to th e Society-spo nsored book . U.S. Postal Mark­

ings and R elated Mail Services by Tracy W. Simpson.

Illu strati on USPM Descript ion Used R eported
No . Schedule (d ime nsion i1l millim eters) With By

A A-I RI CH LAND /D/IOWA 0 32x30 S5 r. R . Kesterson

B A-2 CLOVER.!' O RT/ ms D/KY K8-35 52
(approx.) , A. T . Atkins

C A-2 So. St. GEO RGE/ ms D/ME KI 8-29Y2
(approx.) 55 G. ]. Bern ad t

D A-2 H ENDER50N/D/ NY K9-31lh
(stencil cut) 55 G. J . Bern ad t

E A-2 PORT ONT ARIO/ms D/ NY K7·31 S5 D. L. J arr ett

F A-4 L EWI 5.•/l858/ D/ IOWA C-32
(Ul tra mar ine) S5 J . R . Kesterson
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Illust rat ion
lVO.

G

H

J

K

L

~ I

USPM Descript ion Used R ep orted
Schedu le (d imension ill m illim eters) W ith By

A·13 Main e
50u th ------ (?) L7-18 52 J. R . Kesterson

A-13 Massach usetts
Fr eet own Ll O·18 52 J. R . Kesterson

A- 13 MississiI)pi
Ca n to n Ll 6·24 (p reviously listed , 52 J. R . Kester son

bu t no t illustrated ) .

A-13 N ell' H am pshire
Plymouth L7-25 (Blue) 52 J. R. Kesterson

A-13 Reed 's Ferry L7·16 52 J. R . Kesterson

A·13 Neu: York J. R . Kesterson
Ca na nda igua L6-23x 18 (ap pro x.) 55

A-13 Ca ndor LlO -18 55 J. R . Kesterson

~•.•••....
N o

~IA~~
• ~V

l'

i llust rat ion USPM
lV O. Sched ule

N A-13

0 A-13

l' A- 13

Q A-13

R A- 13

5 A-J4e

, • •• • fI •._ w- "_11- •••• ..
•• a •
• ..-

R.

Used R ep orted
lI'it h By

55 J. R . Kesterson

55 J. R . Kesterson

53 J. R . Kesterson

55 J. R. Kesterson

55 J. R. Kesterson

55 J. R. Kesterson

G. J. Bernad t

J. R . Kesterson55

Description
(d imensions in milli meters]

Knox Co rn ers L7-16 Y2

Roxbury L2-18xI7Y2

Pennsy lvania
Fr eeb urg L7 -1O

Vermont
Westm inster L24-22

Vir gin ia
Alexa ndria L3 -19x13

Ver mont (?)
- -clchville MI 3 " Ill " in fan cy " C"
(Ligh t b lue) C· 14Y2 . T hi s is apparen t­
ly a n imi ta tio n of the reverse of th e
silver 3c p iece tha t was th en in
circu lat io n. If so, th e encircling dot s
on th e illust ration are proba bly 5­
pointed sta rs; there shou ld be 13 of
them. The strike is un for tun at elv too
faint for complete tra cin g. '

Wi scon sin
Kilb o urn City N6- 17 55
It has be en suggested that this scrip t
le tter is a " 1'," t he last in iti al of
postmaster Ed wa rd Palmer. If so, th is
sho u ld be classed as N I rather th an
N6. Docs a nyone have a clea rer stri ke
fo r con Ci n na tion?

FO RWA R DED 251f.!x6 Ne w Ipswich ,
:-\. H.

A -2ia

A-16

u

T
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DUI3.
w

(FORWARDED)
u..

illUEID
X

(Not illust rat ed ) A-27a

Illust rat iOIl
No .

v
w
X

USPM
Schedule

A-27c

A-27c

A-27c

D esa i/)t iOIl Used R eport ed
{d imens ions ill millimet ers) With By

FO RWA RDE D 43Y2x3Y2 wi th ross. "3, S5 T . J. Alexa nder
Washi ngton, D. C." (Sep t . -, 1857)

DUE. 3 C-18 Hot Springs, Va. S5 J. R. Kesterson

D UE 3 23x7 Lew is, Iowa (Ult ra mar ine) S5 J. R. Kesterson

DUE 3 20x8 Y2 New Ip swich , N. H . S5 J. R. Kesterson
Denver City , Unorganized Territory
This cover, submitte d by Mr. D. L. Jarrett, is one of those "combina tion in­

terest" items that makes our field so fascinat ing. First, it shows the rare home­
made "tombstone" townm ark of Denver City, Kansas Territory, which was ap­
parently fashioned out of printer 's type. Second, the "K. T ." used on Feb . 25,
1861, is a mis-statement of fact. Althoug h the postmaster continued to use this
K. T. townmark, Kansas Territory had ceas ed to exist on January 20, 1861, when
the sta te of Kansas was admitted to the union. Third, it is a usage from unorgan­
ized territory du ring that shor t period of time af ter Kansas Territory was no longer
in existence and before Colorado Territory was officiall y organized (Jan. 20,
1861 to Feb. 28, 1861 ) . Finally, it was mailed from an unorganized western terri ­
tory to the Confederate Stat es, South Carolina having joined the Confederacy
on Feb. 4, 1861.
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CS 1: # 7 .
CS2: # 7.
CS3: # 7.

CS4: # 7.
CS5: # 7.
CS6: # 7.

CS7: # 9.
CS8: # 9 .
CS9: # 9.
CS10 : # 9.

CS1 1: # 9 .

C5 12: #9 .

CS13 : # 9 .

C5 14 : # 9 .
CSI 5 : # 9 .
CS I 6: # 9.
C517: # 9 .
CS I 8: # 20 .

CS I 9: # 20 .

CS20 : # 22.
CS2 1: # 20 .

CS22 : #22 .

CS23 : #24 .

CS24 : # 24.

CS25 : # 24.
CS26 : #24 .
CS27 : # 24 .

CS28 : # 24 .

C529 : #24 .

CS30 : # 24.

Ie Issues of 1851-1857
Please use co mp lete lot nu mber w hen ordering . Pay ment w ith o rder. Absolute guarantee
of com ple te sa t isfaction o r full refund if item s po sted w ithin three da ys of rece ipt.

Fine + + dark blue circled "24" o n stamp about fine. $33.50 .
Stamp just about ve ry f ine w ith EXTREMELY LIGHT blue town ca ncel. $ 17.50.
Fine to very fine ho r. PAIR w ith lovely "New Or leans, Aug . 19" to w n
cancel. $4 1.50.
Beautiful ap p . co r. marg in sing le . Large corner marg ins. $4 1.50.
Fine stamp w ith clea r DBL. TRAN. thru "One" of One Cen t. Pos . 4BR2. $21.50.
Very good attr act ive pai r, one wi th VF examp le of MAJOR PLATE CRACK.
Pos. (1-2L2). PLUS-attractive RED "PAINT" town cancel. $B5 .00 .
Fine used copy-recut once at bottom only. $21 .50.
Hne-]- UNUSED-RECUT TWICE AT BOTTOM. SLIGHT crease. $35 .00.
Very fine- large marg ins-recut once at top, twice at bottom . $IB .OO.
Ver y nice strike of RARE TYPE NUMERAL " 1"-recut tw ice at to p and bottom .
4 n ice margin s. VF b ut for MINOR crease . $55 .0 0.
VG to Fine pair with 2 RED NUMERAL " 19" can ce ls. One strike Flne -l-, other
not complete. $52 .50.
Fine , b rig ht UNUSED. Recut onc e at bottom, tw ice at top . 3 huge margins.
$7 0 .00.
Fine + + UNUSED TOP SHEET MARGIN COPY. Recut twice at bottom. Pos .
(BRIL). $55.00.
HOR. STRIP OF 3 WITH 2 CIRCLED " PAID 3" STRIKES. VG to Fine . $75 .00 .
VG to Fine used-recut on ce at top, tw ice at bottom . $ 16. 00.
Fine with nice lig ht ca ncel - DBL. TRAN. IN "ONE CENT". $ 15. 00 .
Ve ry good stamp wi th VERY FINE STR IKE OF BOSTON " PAID". $13.50.
Fine -]- wi th ver y fa in t can cel. DBL. TRANSFER from Plate XI. Perfs bit re­
du ced on side s. $32 .50 .
Mag n if icent exa mp le of the " BIG CRACK"-pos. 2Lll -RARE-Exceptional ex­
ample . Stamp VG+ with s.e .-tied on small piece w ith black to wn cancel.
$BO.OO.
Ver y f ine stamp w ith DBL. TRANSFER thru "U.S. POSTAGE"-Rare. $45.00 .
Fine copy on small p iece wi th RARE & UNUSUAL LARGE STR. LINE " PAID".
On sma ll p iece wi th green to wn postma rk. $50.00.
Nice RED CARRIER tie ing fine ap p . sta mp to small piece. MINOR perf
faults lower left. $2 3.50.
Hor . st rip of 3 . Pos . 98 , 99 & 100R7. Both stamps on left showing "curl on
shoulde r" variety. Neat blue canc el. Stamps fine. $87. 50 .
Vert. strip of 3. Pos. 58, 68 and 78R8-VG to Fine-}. 2 with very fine
str ikes of str. line "PAID". $35 .00.
Fine to Very fine pair . One w ith full " BOAT" othe r with full "STEAM". $75 .00.
Fine co py with GREEN to wn cance l. $27. 50.
Fine BLACK CARRIER cance l on Fine + + stamp w ith large GUTTERSNIPE.
$ 13. 50 .
Beautifu l stamp w ith 2 HUGE side margins showing full center line on left.
Very fine RED CARRIER canc e l. $18.50.
Nice e xample of LARGE PRE-PRINTING PAPER-FOLD. Stamp w ith SMALL
faults . $ 12 .50.
Very f ine-]- stamp with HORIZONTAL DASH IN HAIR-Pos. 36 L8. $28 .50.

ADD EXISTING STATE AND LOCA L TAXES WHE RE THEY EXIST!!!

Naturall y on ly one of a kind . A phone ca ll w ill ho ld your desires upon receipt of pa yment.
Call Cy Horwitz, Pe rson to Person , (518)-589-5727 or (518)-589-5358. If you are not on
ou r mailing list to rece ive our pe riod ica l mailers se nd sta mped, add., large size envelopes
fo r latest co py .

COLLECTOR'S CORNER (ASDA)
BOX 26 TANNERSVILLE, NEW YORK 12485
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
Editorial

The last issue of Th e Chronicle probabl y brought as large a response as
for any issue we can rememb er. Probabl y th e items arousing th e most int erest
were the San Francisco markings and the waterways mark ings plates, although
Rev. Willcox' analysis of the "Prem ieres" also aroused a good deal of comment.

Th e purpose in publishing the plate of San Francisco material was to get
the ball rolling and see who had any data on the sub ject. Dr. W. Scott Polland
calls our atte ntion to his own ar ticle on the San Francisco "cogs" in vVestem
Express for April, 1966, and Mr. J. David Baker has most kindly loaned us his
file on th e sub ject.

Mr. Elliott Perry points out, in connection with Rev. Willcox' article about
the Premiere Gravures, that a grea t deal of good data was published in an
article of Mr. Clarence Brazer which appeared in the Collectors Club Philatelist
for July, 1941. In that article, Mr. Bra zer demonstrated that changes were
made in the 24c 1861 stamps' design before issue of th e shee ts of second print­
ings. There were actua lly a few shee ts printed (but not issued ) which should
be listed as the premieres ( if th ese have to be listed ) and th e stamps now listed
as premieres were printed from the final design-and should be listed as one
over-all listin g under Scott No. 70. For tho se who wish to explore this subject
further, it is believed th at a few copies of th e July 1941 issue of the Collectors
Club Philatelist are still ava ilable from that organi zation to its members. Mr.
Perry's own Pat Paragraphs Nos. 37 through 39, inclusive as well as many other
issues also contain useful data concern ing th e "Premieres."

We sometimes feel that all useful and correct philat elic works should be
updated , to agree with data uncovered since publicati on, and then republished
about every 25 yea rs!

We have wri tten about the waterways markings at considerable length
elsewhere in this issue, so no comment is made here concerning them.
The Markings Shown on Plate "A"

City Point, Virginia was the base of Grant's army in th e last year of the
Civil Wa r. The marking shown as "A" of Plate "A" is th e first occupation cover
discovered with a City Point marking- if it is, indeed, or war date. The date
of th e marking cannot be earlier th an 1865, which would be of war date by
a day. This is proved by th e fact th at the badge of the 18th Army Corps, shown
as a corner card on th e cover on which this marking appears, was not estab lishe d
until issuance of an order dated Aug ust 25, 1864. However, as the 18th Corps
was discontinued by another order of Dec. 3, 1864, the date of the cover almost
has to be 1865.

Items "B" and "C", two Winches ter, Virgini a markings of apparently home
made origin and used just four days apa rt, lend spice to an already spicy story
of Civil W ar postmasterships. Winchester change d hands very frequently dur­
ing the Civil War, It has been said that both the United States and Confederate
States appointed postmasters for this town, and when U.S. troops were in town,
the Fed eral postmaster went to the office and sen t the mails north. When Con ­
federate troops held the town, the Confederate postmaster came in and sent
the mails south. While th is seems a bit too simple to be true, Winchester covers
of both sides are each known for more th an one period of time. In any case,
both the markings shown are fragmentary, but luckil y, both covers conta ined
letters which permitted positive dating. The purpose in illustrating these two
markings again (both have appeared in the Chronicle before ) was to attempt
70



/.~ R £ r/

( {.) FEN c»
17

y~

L

PI.te A
71



to secure complete tracings of both. Both "C" and "D", the more common
Winches ter marking, appear on covers bearing the Soldiers' Letter endorseme nt
of "C-l."

Several issues back, we requested reports of covers from the various "Bor­
der" sta tes of Mar yland, Kentucky, West Virgini a and Missouri. To date, we
have had reports of covers from Missouri, but no markings to trace, and a
few covers from Mar yland to trace. Some of th ese are included in Plate "A" to­
ge the r with a few ' Vest Virginia items-before that sta te was ' Vest Virginia.

Items "N", "P", and "Q" of Plat e "A" represent a very interesting id ea. In
an article about Banks Division markings (Chronicle, No. 59, August 1968 ) the
comme nt was made that the G.B.D. and Banks' Di vision markings were not used
between early D ecember , 1861 and March, 1862. It was theori zed that Banks'
troops were in winter qu arters or at least used the postmarks of the towns
where they were quartered during the time wh en th e A.P.O . type markings
were not in use. Mr . Lynn Bru gh mad e the comme nt, in a phone call to the
writer after the article appeared, that the Sandy Hook, Md . markings which
first appeared during the Civil War were possibl y of thi s typ e. Sandy Hook
is located on the Maryland shore nearly across from Harpers Ferry. Mr . Brugh
pointed out th at the Sandy Hook town markings from 1862 were in the same
shade of bright blue that was used for the 1862 strikes of the Banks' Division
markings. In thi s connection, it should be noted that Banks' Headquarters was
at Frederick, Md. during the winter of 1862 and Frederi ck markings (note
"G" of Plate "A", also) were also struck in a pretty blue in 1862, at least after
th e Federal defeat at Second Bull Run, wh en Banks' HQ was aga in at Frederick.

Recently, the Per iod E ditor found a cover with a manuscript Sandy Hook
marking as shown in Fig. N of Plate "A" and the two known Banks' Div.
"G.B.D ." MI S markings are sho wn with th is to permit any handwriting expe rts
in our group to decide if all th ree were written by th e same person . If so, th e
date of the Sandy Hook cover, which is Aug. 13, 1861 (da te d by th e letter
enclosed, which was wri tten by a member of the 12th Indiana Regt. ) just
precedes b y a few days the dat e whe n th e postmaster of Banks' D ivision
was offici ally notifi ed of his appointme nt. This cove r and the cove rs with the
MIS Banks' Di vision ma rkings have one othe r th ing in com mon-a manuscript
"Paid", and no rate sta ted. If the Sandy Hook markings is also a product of
Roscoe Hau ghton, who was the Banks' Di vision postmaster , th en we know
wha t b ecam e of the Banks' Di vision office during the winte r months.

PLATE A

It em Description

A City Point , Va ., with target killer, not duplexed ,
tyin g 3c 1861 sta m p . On blu e 18th Corps, 3rd Div.
pa triotic. See tcxt.

B \ Vin chestcr , Va ., small ci rcle (est. 22mm) bl ack
ty ing 3c 1861, Feb. 8, 1863 (year datc from enc losed
le ttcr) . See text.

C Winchest er , Va ., large circle. (32 mm ) . Black. En­
closed let ter dated Feb. 4, 1863. See text.

D \ Vin chester , Va. "sta ndard " sma ll double circle.

E " 'evert on, Md ., blue marking ties stamp . (1861 date) ,
on flag an d eag le patri ot ic (Walcott 2(20) .

F W ill iamsport, Md ., tics 3c 1861 stamp, probably 1862.
On patrio tic cover, similar to " Talcott 1427, wit h
"T hir teen th" in black on bronze.

G Frederick, Md. , in blue (similar to that of th e 1861
Banks' Di vision markings) . On soldier's le tt er , fro m
36th Oh io Vols. Cover is patriotic, similar to Wal­
cott 776.

H Han cock, Md. , in black, ties 3c 1861. On pa triot ic
cover (Walco tt 2814.)

Used wi th Rep ort ed
Scott No . by

65 S. Gall agh er

fi5 S. Ga llagher

No ne. Lcn Persson

65 Len Persson

2fi Ga llaghc r

fi5 Ga llagher

None, Not recorded.

65 Graham
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65 Ga llagher

Persson

G ra ham

None. Gra ha m

1':one . Persson

No ne . Graha m

I' G.B.D., in MIS used Sep t. 12, 1861. See text ,

Q G. B.D.. in MIS, used Sept. 16, 186 1. Sec tex t.

K

L

Used with Repor ted
Description Scott No. by

Cumberland, xra., in blue , tying 3c 1861. On gray
patriotic with globe, eagle, shield and flags, with
legend "One hemisphere, one country." 65 Graham

Darnestown, Md., and " PAID" in b lack and wit h
no stamps. Co nt ai ns le tt er from officer of l st Pa ,
Ligh t Artillery, da ted Sept. 20, 1861. No ne. Ga llagher

Ceredo, Va. (now West Virginia ) with killer of cir-
cu lar gr id of sq uare dots tyin g sta mp. Ceredo is o n
the Ohio Ri ver, between Huntington and Ky. sta te
line . Cover is patri ot ic sho wing figu re of W ash in g-
to n in orange, similar to Walcot t No. 46. P ro bably
1862 usage.

C-I H andstamped soldier 's lett er certifica t ion, in black ,
o n cove rs o f item s "C" and " 0 " . Read s "Sold ier 's
Letter/ C.C.M'Cabe/Chap la in 122nd Regt l O.V.I ."

l\f Poolesvil le, Md . (partia l) with " PAI O/3", all in
black. Con tai ns letter dat ed Oct. 14, 1861. On patri ­
o tic cover, all ove r design in bl ue, \\'alcott # 1834

N Sa ndy H ook , Md ., MI S, in black, with M IS " Paid ."
See text.

I tem

J

CHINA & JAPAN STEAM SERVICE

Stemming from the new monograph of the Internat ional Societ y for Jap anese
Phil at ely, Pacific Crossing from Japan , 1858-79, the editor of th e 1861-69
section has made an arrangement with one of th e au thors of th e pamphlet ,
Dr. Robert M. Spaulding, Jr. Dr. Spaulding is editor of th e publicat ion Japan ese
Philat ely, and he and some of the membe rs of his society collec t transpacific
mails betw een Jap an and the United States as strongly as do some of our
1861-68 and 1869 specialists.

Th e intent is to work out dat es of usage and as mu ch detail as possibl e
regarding the China & Japan Steam Ser vice marking. This marking has been
faked to some degr ee, and its point of application, although believed by many
to have been San Francisco, is actu ally not proved . Dr. Spaulding and the
writer are asking for reports of all covers owned by readers of th eir resp ective
publications for tabulation. Consequ ently, it is requested that readers of the
Chronicle report th e followin g detail of such covers to the writer: Date of
San Francisco marking, colors of all markings, and backstamps, to where ad­
dr essed , what stamps are on the cover, and any origin data such as ships' names
(such as "U.S.S. Kearsarge," or "Per Colorado") or docketing. A Xerox of th e
cover would be most helpful. The tabulation should also include covers from
Shanghai and Hong Kong or other such points.

R. B. Graham
WATERWAYS ROUTE AGENT MARKINGS

More plates of the waterways route agent markings are include d in Th e
Chronicle thi s month. The four plates that appe ared in Chronicle No . 65
brought forth a good deal of comment and reports of additional markings.
The additional report s will appear next issue, together with the remai nde r of
thi s class of wa terways markings from th e Meyer records. W e wish to th ank
Messrs. Alan Atkin s, Donald B. Johnston e, Leonard Turley and William Semsrott
for submitting additional dat a.

Mr. Meyer had accumulated these waterways markings records to be the
basis of a book whi ch he intended to complet e after fini shing th e To wle-Meyer
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book on rai lroad markings . As a matter of fac t, he had ac tually worked up
thi s book some years ago, but decid ed it had too man y loose ends to b e pu b­
lish ed . T he book was inte nded to cover all recogni zed categories of waterways
markings, but was limited to domestic an d coas twise mails. These categories in­
clude suc h sub jec ts as th e Route Agent ma rkings whic h we decided to publish
fir st, th e wa te rways R.P.O .'s, which will be covered next, and th e markings
STEA M, STEAMBOAT , W AY, SHIP, STEAMSHIP, U. S. SHIP, MAIL RO UT E
and abo u t a dozen others . T he book was not to include one cat ego ry of wa ter­
ways ma rkings-that of steamboat pursers ' markings which are covered sep ­
arately in th e Klein b ook. However , as has been reported before in th ese pages,
Mr. Meyer was deeply involved in th at , also. The updating of that work, which
he wa s also heading up, has b een taken over by a com mittee headed by Mr.
F loyd Risvold.

Mr. .Meyer 's metho d of keeping records was by use of clips of ph otographs.
He always said he could not ma ke accurat e tracings, so he substituted exact
size ph otos instead. The production of such ph otos was a rather laborious
affair, and th ere ar e cases in th e records wh ere Mr. Meyer's recorded measur e­
ments do not agree with th e appa rent size of th e photographed ma rkings. For thi s
reason , it requested th at th ose collec tors who own markings shown in our plates
chec k th em for size and report any discrep anci es. In thi s connection, a series
of photo clips were encountered amo ng the Mississippi River markings ce ntered
at Vicksburg which we first believed to include similar worded ma rkings of
two different sizes. Markings V-11 and V-12, on Plat e V are an example of
this. Actua lly, we now believe these are from the same instrument , and that

PLATE V

Period
1885-88

1851

Nesbitt
Banknote
1851
1851

Banknote
1875

1850's

Plimpton
1860's
Banknote
1887-8
Banknote
Plimpton
1876
1882

1861 period
3c 1861
1885
Banknote

D escription
Mays & Cin. l Bi o. A gt ., 243413 mm . Black.
M emphis & N apoleon Ri ver Mail , no measur ement given,
Black. 1851 period
M emphis & St .Ls. S .B. Line, Double circle, 32 mm. Black. 1864
M emph is & V icks b urg U.S.M. Pkt., 26J4/3}'~ mm. Blu e; black. 1864 era
M em . & V ick ./R .R. , 25-3mm. Black. Late 60's; Banknotes
Mi ss. & Eondu. ( M j S) . (Miss & F ondulac ) . Black. On
cover with postmarks of Fort Ripl ey, Minn . and St. Pau l,
Minn. T er. , and Paid 3.

V-6A Mob ile & N .O . jAgt ., measurement not given. Color not
given. NEE D TRACI NG.

V-6B N .O . & Bayou Con., 26 mm . Black. NEED TRACI NG.
V-7 N . O rleans & Ca iro Ri v . Mail ., Measurements and colors

not given. Need det ails and better tracing.
V-8 N .O. & Port EaelsjAgt ., 253V3 mm. Black.
V-9 N.D. & V icks bur g R .M., 36 mm. Roman . Dark blue.
V-I0 N .O. & V icks burgh R .R. , 3/ 4 mm . Magenta. (?)
V-lOA N .O . r!.-- V icksbur gh Ri o. M ., 33J4 mm. Black. Tracing

will be shown later.
V-11 N. O . & V ick . f R iv. Rt. See V-12 and text.
V-12 N .O . & V ick . f R io. Rt., 26/3 mm . Black.
V-13 N .O . & V ick .M .L. , 25 mm. Color not given.
V-14 N. O . & V .M.L. fR .R. 251f/ 3 mm. Color not given.
V-IS Nor. & R ich.j Ri v .Rt. , 25 / 3 mm. Black.
V-16 O ly'a & V ic . f Agt ., 25J4/21f mm. Color not given.
V-17 Park. & Gall. j Ag t ., 27 mm. Black.
V-18 Park. & Gal. River A gt ., 24 mm , Black.
V-19 Parks'b g & Pam. ( partia l) ??, 27 mm , Black.
V-20 P burg to C allipo lis ] S.B. (no date logo ), 26 mm. Black.
V-21 Pitts & Brownsvill e/ S.B ., No measurement, no color.
V-22 Ports & C in . Ri v. fA gt , 26/ 215 mm. Black.
V-23 Port. & Hun tJhi ». Rt., No meas. given, no color given.

V-3
V-4
V-5
V-6

Item
V-I
V-2
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V-ll is smaller than the ac tua l size. We believe that the smaller-tha n-correct
sizes of records of th ese markings came from a photo th at ML Meyer mad e of
a page of tr acings, these having been reduced by appear ing in print. This idea
is only a guess, of cours e, but it would be appreciated if not only V-12 be
checked carefully, but th at markings nos. VII-7, VII -8, VII- 9, VII-I0 and VII ­
II also be che cked . As with several other recorded markings, not all these
have record of complete strikes either intact or by com pos ite tracin g. Further
help is needed in th at area .

,.

Figure Y

Fi gure Y shows ano ther area where help is needed . This is the man uscr ipt
marking of th e St. Louis and Memphis Mail Route/ May 21, 1864. Mr. Meyer
ha d changed horses in mid-stream on these markings. He origina lly decided
to only record them , but that no picture was need ed. At a later dat e ( possibly
whe n he encountered simi lar markings in his work on the Towle-Meyer book? )
he decid ed that, even thou gh no two inscripti ons were alike, they should never ­
th eless be recorded wi th a picture. He then started picking up as man y photos of
these as could be found. \Ve have listed those which were recorde d but of
which pictures wer e never secur ed, agreeing with Mr . Meyer that th ese should be
recorded. W e do not know whv he cha nged his mind; our idea is that manu­
scrip t markings ar e oft en the first markings produced over a par ticular route
and hence ha ve con sid erable importance.

Certain other points arise in conside ring the Houte Agent markings. The
U. S. Post Office D ep artment never did make any great sepa ration based upon
mode of transportation, in appearance or sta tements of markings used on vari­
ous means of conveyance over routes. For example, Vi cks . & N .O.jAgt could
be taken to mean conveyance over a ra ilroad as easily as by stea mb oat. In
the same vein , marking V-IO reads N .O. & V ickslm rgh R.R. , and many of
th ese markings have been listed as ra ilroa d markings over the yea rs in auc tion
ca ta logs. Actually, of course, here "R.R." means "River Route" or at least we may
assume thi s, for th e marking is ind eed a River Route ma rk ing . \Vhen the Rail ­
way Post Office sys tem came into use, all such offices, whether aboard a train
or a stea mboa t- or, for th at matter ,- an ocean going mail ship- read R.P.O.
So, how do we know which is which? Here, we suggest that a thorou gh an d
ca reful reading be mad e of the Towle-Meyer book, "Introduction, Part 1",
part icularl y page 3, bottom , and pages 4 and 5. As is stated in those pages,
about th e only sure way to learn whether a marking was used aboard a
ste amboat or on a railroad route is to secure the con tra ct information coveri ng
the route. T his is what ML Towle did in se tt ing up his ca talog routes, and
he has most kindly offe red to do the same th ing for th e steamboat routes.
76



From th e above, it becomes obv ious th at the steamboat route agent and
RP.O. markings should be handled by a similar system of ca talog numbers, by
routes, as Mr. Towle has set up for the Towle-Meyer bo ok. Consequently,
the identifying numbers assigned to the markings in the plates of th e Ch ronicle
are temporary numbers, only. There are only about nin e plates or so of steam­
boat Route Agen t markings, but there will probably be at least a dozen steam­
boat RP.O. plat es, even on the basis that more of th e uniform sized RP.O. stri kes
may be included in a plate. Since the trend in steamboat usage was ver y much
downward after the 1880's, in contras t to the very large growth of railroad post

PLATE VI
Period

1857-9
Plimpton
Plimpton
Plimpton
1853
1861

1851 and 1861
1855-6
1856
1863, 7

Item Description
Vl-1 Paducah & \Vaterloo/Tenn . River, Meas. not given, color

not given. 1882
VI-2 Parkersburg & Gallipolis/River Service, 42 x 31 mm . Carmine. 1879
VI-3 Portland & Ast./Agt., 26~/2~ mm. Black. 1878
VI-4 Port & Astoria/ Agt., 26~/3 mm. Black. 2c brown
VI-5 Potomac Steamboat, 30/3-4'mm (Severa l types) . Black ; Red. 1847-1850's
VI-6 Rich. & York Riv., No data given. (Par tia l?) Not given
VI-7 R. & D.B .R.R';Steamboat, 26 x 22, blue. 1867
VI-8 Rome & Gadsden/ Agt., 26~ mm. Color not given. Not given
VI-9 Route 7305, M/ S Nesb itt
VI-10 Route/ 7309, 37 x 18, Blue; Greenish blue. 1850's
Vl-11 Route/ 7309,33 x 19, Blue. 1853
VI-12 Route/ 7309, 34 x 27. Blue. Wi th Natchez ova l. 1850's?
VI-13 U.S. Mail Satu rday Ev ening Packet l Str.Natch ez/Route 8165,

33 mm, Black.
VI-14 St. Francis & N.O';Agt., 25~/2Jf mm. Black.
VI-15 St. Francis & N .O';Agt ., 25~/3 mm. Black.
VI-16 St . Francis & N.o.Agt., 25~/ 3~~ mm . Black.
VI-16A St. Ls. & K. Mail Li ne, Sept . 19/53, M/ S. Need tracing.
VI-17 St. Louis & Keokuk St. B., 30 / 3 mm. Blue.
VI-18 St. Louis & Keokuk S.B., 32/ 4 mm . Black.
VI-19 St. Louis & Keokuk/ Steam , 32~/4 mm. Black.
VI-20 St. Ls. & Kk Steamers, 30 mm, Black; blue.
VI-21 St. LOllis & Keokuk/ S.B., 26/ 3 mm. Black.

PLATE VII
Item
VII-l
VII-2
VII-3
VII-4
VII -5
VII -5A
VII -6
VII -7
VII -8
VII -9
VII-lO
VII-11
VII- 12
VII-13
VII-14
VII-15
VII- 16
VII- 17
VII -18
VII -19

Description
St. LOllis & Memphis Mail Route, M/S ., Black.
St. Ls. Keok St. Bt Rt ., 25~/3 mm. Black.
St. LOllis & Memphis R.M., Meas, and color not given.
St . Lo. & Memphis/ S.B. (partial ) , 25/3~ mm. Black .
St . Louis & Memphis/ S.B. (partial) , 25/3Jf mm. Black
St . Louis & Memphis S.B.R., M/S , Blk. Need tracin g.
Selma & Mobile Bio.] Agt., 25~/3 mm. Black.
V . & N.o .iH.L., 24~/3 mm. Black.
V icks. & N .O'; Agt ., 26~/3 mm. Black.
V icks. & N .O'; Agt . ( diff spacing ), 26~/3 mm, bl ack.
Vi cksburg & N .O. (M. Lin e ? ) (Partial ) , 26-2~ mm. Blue.
V . & N .O';Mail Line (?) (Partial), 26~/2J!J. mm. Black.
W. & C. River Rt., 25/ ~ mm. Black. (Partial?)
W. & P. River Mail, Meas. and color not given.
W heeling & Park. Ri ver Mail, 36/ 4 mm. Blue.
W heel & Parkers.IAg t., 26 mm. Black.
W heel & Parkers. ]Agi., 26 mm , with yr logo. Black.
W . & Park. ] S Boat, 25 mm. Black.
"Wheeling & Parkersburg Ri ver Mail, M / S. Need tracin gs.
Zanes. & "Mar. / Agt ., 27 mm. Black. Need tracin g.

Period
1864
1861-2

1850's
1861-9
3c 1861
1861
1879
1864-8
Plimpton
Banknote
1873
1873
Banknote

1851 period
1857-63
1880-84
1884
1873-4
1850's
1884
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offi ces during that time, it seems desirable to include all known steamboat
markings in th e catalog. This was Mr. Meyer 's intent, as a matter of fact.

One other question remains to be discussed. This is th e question of what
mi ght be termed "looka like s"- which is to say, markings of th e same wording,
but differ ent spacing of th e letter s so th at th e two (or more, see V-14-V-16 )
markings wer e undoubtedly made with two different instruments. Here, some­
tim es decision is difficult, particularly wh en the markings in question are not
clearl y struck. Our method-not infallible, but we'll use it until someo ne sug­
ges ts some thing better-is to make an accurate tracing of one marking and lay
it over th e other. If th ere is a clear and readily distingui shable "out of reg­
iste r", we list as two different markings. Ma rkings VII-15 and VII-16 illustrate
anothe r phase of th e problem . On e of th ese markings ha s a year logo; th e
other do es not. In th e process of attempting to check register tr acings, it was
noted th e outer lettering differed slightly, although th e decision was still ques­
tionable. However, th e date logos lines of Vll-15 fell neatly over th e "between
th e lines" portions of V-16. We suspe ct these strikes ar e from th e same instru­
ment, but a det ailed kno wled ge of exac tly how th ese two ( if we have two )
instruments were constructed would be necessarv to decide. Most of th e hand­
stampe rs of th e 1880's were mad e with a rectangular square recess for th e
date logos in the cente r. Pr esumably, either two or three lines of typ e could be
inserted in th e recess, to gether with spacers. Th e typ e was deliv er ed with th e
instrument, and it is beli eved th at th e yea r dated double circle markings of the
1860's were not used with year dat e lon g in many cases becaus e retaining th e
very small year date numbers in pl ace every day when th e date was change d
was a nuisance. While th e larger typ e supplied with th e instruments of th e
1880's was certainly less sub ject to loss, use of the additional lin e was still prob­
ably "excess" effo rt.

This all may be summe d up by sayin g that the pr esence or ab sence of yea r
date logos is no sure ev idence of more th an one instrument. W e believe, in
suc h situations, that a simple record of th e fact that a marking exists both with
and without ye ar dat e is sufficie nt for cataloging purposes. This assumes that th e
remainder of th e letters are in register.

W e will ag ree with any one who desir es to say that th e qu esti on of wh ether
on e or two instruments were used is a "tempest in a teapot ," for th e fact
rem ain s th at we are collecting markings and not instruments . 1£ an instrument
was changed slightly so that its strike appears differ ently, we onl y know that
the strike may be co llected as a separa te item. 1£ might be worthwhile to note
that th e strikes of postmarks ma y in no wa y be considered very similar to th e
printed stamp. In th e latter , th e lines of printing are far more closely con­
trolled , and flaws from th e plate are constant. In postmarks, th e pr essur e of
the strike , th e inking, and incrustation of ink on a marking instrument is
oft en a factor, and even th e surface on whi ch th e cove r rests and its conte nts
are factors. Postal markings are not precise printing, and small differences
really should be disregarded unl ess th ey ha ve oth er significa nce.

It B. Graham
Review
Pacific Crossings from Japan, 1858-79. By \ \T. H . Halliburton, Conrad

Roger & Robert M. Spaulding, Jr. A 32 pa ge paper covered monograph, pages
3-ring binder size, ph otolith with two pages of cuts. Published by I nternational
Society for Japanese Philately, Inc. Available to non-members ( of I.S .J.P. ) for
$1.00, postpaid, from Murray H. Schefer , 310 Ea st Indian Spring Drive, Silver
Sp ring, Md. 20901.

This monogr aph ha s to be of as mu ch interest to collectors of U.S. material
which crosse d th e Pa cific as to collectors of Japanese stamps and covers. Its
cover illustrates th e S.S. Great Republic in Yokohama harbor in 1867, stat ing
it to be th e first ship built expressly to carry transpacific mails . It is really
a capsule history of th e Pacific Mail Steamship Company's ea rly years (and
its fore ru nne rs) in carrying mail to and from Japan. A page of cover illu strations
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sho ws four fin e covers used from the U.S. Postoffices in Japan. The main
feature is a chronological list, by year, of eve ry ship, eithe r mail steamer or
private, including Naval vessels, schooners, ships which stopped off at Hawaii,
etc., which arr ived at San Francisco from a Japanese port between the years
1858-1879 inclusive. The classification of th e vessel ( steamer, bark, etc. ), th e
ship name, Japanese port of departure, date of arrival at San Francisco, cap­
tain 's name, and owner with nationality are given. Ca lendars for all years con­
cerned are given so that da ys of week ma y be det ermined. Year indexes for
covers, separate for stampless or bearing U.S. stamps, and for thos e bearing
Japanese stamps are given.

This monograph is written in the extremely thorough and scho larl y manner
that has made Japan ese Philately one of the fin est publications of its type in th e
world. The information contained in it is an absolute necessity for those who
wish to collect U.S. stamp s used in Japan, transpacific covers , and covers bear­
ing th e marking China & Japan / Steam Service. Highly recommended .

R. B. Graham
U.S.S. MERCEDITA; U.S. SHIP
Issue No. 45 of Th e Chronicle contained an article by the Period Editor

about the various markin gs "U .S.Ship" which were used during the Civil War.
In Chronicle No. 55, a cover originating from Venezuela wa s shown, with th e
stra ight line "U.S.Ship" norm ally associated with covers fe tched into Philadelphia
abo ard naval dispatch steamers from the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Figure Z illustrat es a very interestin g cover with th e straight line marking.
The U.S.S. Mercedita was blockading off Ch arl eston, S. C. wh en th is cover
was dropped in the mail bag. Th e corner card undoubtedly depicts th e M ercetlita,
judging from her description on page 141, Vol 1, Seri es II of th e a .R.N.
( Off icial Records of the Union and Con federate N av ies in th e ""Va ,. of the
Reb ellion ). In that volume she is describ ed as bein g a wo od en screw steamer,
three masted , bark entine rigged (which is to say, square rigged on the for e­
mast and schooner rigged on main and mizzen masts ) , and so she appe ars in
the picture. Th e corner card is in black, except for a b lue pennant with th e
ship 's name and a red and blu e flag. Th e cut was undoubtedly taken from one
of th e illustrated newspapers of the time, and it is of considerable interest
to note th at , of five of these covers so far recorded by th e writer , three differ ­
ent designs have shown up . Two are pretty mu ch alike, but th e third, from an
entire ly different cut, shows the vessel wit hout sails and also has the stack

Figure Z
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between th e main and mizzen masts ra ther than as shown on the cover of
F ig. "Z." The M ercedita was involved in a rather strange affa ir off Cha rleston
a few months after th is cove r was sent. At that time, two Confederate ironclads,
the Chicora and th e Palmetto Sta te att empted to break the blockade by at ­
tacking the Federal bl ockaders. Th e M erced itas steam drum was punctur ed
b y a shot and she was forced to show the white flag to the C.S.S. Palmetto
State. H owever, the latter went on to at tack another Federa l sh ip and then
went back into th e harbor withou t having taken possession of the M ercediia.
After bein g sent to Philad elphia for repa irs , the M ercedita was assigned to th e
\ Vest Indies squa dron. As a parole had been extracted from her captai n via
megaphone, ther e was considerable lega l qu estion regarding the pr opri ety
of the disp osit ion of the vessel. However , the Federa l 1 avy Dep artment sta ted
that while the par ole appli ed to the crew, a ship could not give parole; to
be consid er ed captured, possession must be taken of her.

The postal history asp ect of the cove r is also interesting. As sta te d abo ve,
the stra ight line "U .S.Ship," as st ruck on thi s cover , usua lly appears on covers
wi th Philadelphia postmarks. Whil e it is certain that the marki ng "Ship" is
always applied at a port post office as a justificati on of the ship rate cha rge,
we have never been certa in whether the "U .S.Ship" markings are similar to
shi p markings or to Route Agent markings in character. It is known that vario us
of the Army an d Na vy desp atch steamers had their pursers appointed as special
agen ts of th e post off ice departmen t at a fee of $25 per trip. On e of these
vessels was the Na va l desp at ch steamer, U.S.S. Mas sach usetts, which mad e reg­
ular trips out of Philadelphia to Port Royal and other points under th e blackade
of the South Atlantic Blockad ing Squadron. Most of the covers with th e stra ight
line U.S.Ship bear Philadelphia datestamps with dat es of the da y of arrival
of the Massachusetts at Philad elphia or, in a few cases, of a day or so after
she arri ved. Several cover s are known with Philad elphi a mark ings, and which
are known to have arrived by Naval vessel, bu t bear neit her the U.S.Ship nor
any ship fee marking, and are endorsed "ship's mail." Covers ar e known from
vessels of the S.A.B.S. into other por ts without the stra ight line marking .

The U.S.S. Ma ssach usetts was designat ed to be a supply stea mer in
early 1862, and was to run from east coas t port s to points along the Atlantic
coas t below Hampton Road s. In March of 186:3 she was redesignated to supply
only the S.A.B.S. and was to run exclusively out of Philadelphia. As may be
noted, the cover of Fi g. Z arr ived at Phil adelphia on Oct. 3, 1862. This wa s
before th e Massach usetts was appoin ted as supply steamer for the S.A.B.S. and
of course, before she ran only out of Phil ad elp hia.

Some years ago, th e Per iod Edi tor made a rather complete review of the
O.RN. an d charted th e movement s of the U.S.S. Massachusetts as a supply
vessel. Over 35 separate voyages were completely "dated" and severa l more
wer e identified with at least fragmentary informati on, so that we have over
forty arr ival dat es at northern ports tab ulated. Unfortunately, one of our larger
"holes" is th e peri od bet ween August 6, 1862 and Marc h 10, 186:3. However ,
it is believed that the cover of Fig. Z was brought into Ph ilad elphia, not on th e
M assach usetts, but aboard the U.S.S. Keystone State. The latter vessel, as
temp orary flagshi p of Rear Admira l S. F . Du Pont, com ma nding the S.A.B.S.,
arrived in D elaware Bay, en route to Ph ilad elphia on Sept. 29, 1862, Du Pont
having been ordered to Was hington for a confere nce with the Secr etary of
the Navy. Co nsiderable evide nce exists that flagships and storeship s of blo ck­
ad ing (or of for eign sta tioned ) squadrons were usually the ma il collection
point for th e squa dron. So, a Route Agent assigned to a squa dron would prob­
ably work either aboard th e flagship or the store ship.

As state d above, there is doubt as to where the U.S.Ship markings were
applied-are th ey similar to "Ship" marki ngs or are th ey Route Agent mark­
ings? If the former , which seems about a 50-50 proposition, then they were
stru ck at ports of ar riva l- in this case, Phil ad elphia. If they were Route Agent
marki ngs, th en th ey could be applied either aboard the despat ch vessels or
aboard flagships or store vessels on sta tion. \ Vhile this seems less likely of th e
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alternatives, it is still a distinct possibility. In th e meantime, the writer will
continue to assemble data in the form of dates of usage coupled with information
as to origin of the covers to which th e markings were applied .

Richard B. Graham
The 90c Grilled Stamp of 1867
Mr. Meyer Tuchins ky has sent us th e print of a 90c gr illed stamp, Scott No.

101, with layout lines and position dots showing (See Fi g. "X." ) Mr. Tuchinsky
was recently issued a Foundation Certificate of th e stamp being genuine . It
is a very fine used copy, and both the grill and th e layout lines show clearly.
Ob viously, the printing is also very sharp and clear.

Thi s stamp arouses a good deal of spec ulation. All of th e stamps of the
90c 1861 design were printed from one plat e-Plate No. 18. In th e printing
process, layout lines usually wear off rather rapidly, as th ese lines are usually
engraved much less deepl y than the remainder of th e lines in a stamp design.
Somewhere around 400,000 copies of the 90c design were pr inted ; probably
about 30,000 of these were gr illed stamps, according to Brookman. 'While we
can mak e no positive statement as to the number of impressions of th e plate
that are required to wear away layout lines, we believe th at they should have
been mostly worn away long before the run was completed. So, th en why does
a 186i grilled 90c stamp bear layout lines?

We believe this stamp proves that all the sta mps printed from plate No .
18 were printed in 1861 when the plates were made. Th e 90c stamp was not
used much in 1861, and its use became less and less as yea rs went by and
postal rates, parti cularly the high rates to th e Ori ent, decreased . In fact , th e
90c grill is extremely rar e on cover. We recall seei ng but one use recorde d.
Thi s was reported in Pat Paragraphs man y yea rs ago, being offered for sale.

To continue our story, the very sharp and clear layout lines on th is stamp
indicate it to be a very early printing. To th eor ize further , it see ms logical
that when the National Bank Note Company was required to apply grills to
the 90c stamps, no doubt as a requirement of the contract extension th ey received
after the original 1861 contract ran out, they simply ran all the remaining
shee ts of 90c stamps through the grilling apparatus. Naturally, if the first stamps
of the design ever pr inted were on the bottom of th e stack, after th e origin al
operations of printing, gumming and perforating in 1861, th en th ese would have
been th e last shee ts grilled-and would have been on th e top of th e stac k of
shee ts of grilled 90c stamps. It is from these sta mps that the first orders for
grilled stamps would have been filled.

We wonder if most of the 90c grilled stamps show layout lines?
PLEASE SEE PAGE 95 FOR AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE!

- R. B. GRAHAM
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
RAILROAD MARKINGS

CHARLES L. TOWLE

1 - Remele Catalog - Addenda
Through the courtesy of Mr . Wil liam W yer we are plea sed to report two

addi tiona l items for con sideration in th e pr e-1861 sec tion.

@)
The first is on a sta mpless cover from New York

O
to Cincinnati , Ohi o dated Dec. 28, 184.5 and consis ts

N 1 of a blue N and blue 10 in circle. As discu ssed bv Mr.
Hicks in CHRONICLE 46 th ese markings are" con ­
troversial bu t all indications point to th eir use on
southbound railroad mail out of New York to Phila-

NI·d delphia. This is first reported example with rate 10
for a dist an ce of over 300 miles and probabl y wen t to Philadelphia and th en
wes t on th e Columbia Ra ilro ad for th e Pennsylvania Cana l route. Assigned ca ta log
number N1-d.

The second is a very unusual manuscript marking in ink by tyin g 55 to
cover from Pet ersburg, N. Y., to William stown, Mass.,

"c:;.1.9 June 29-no yea r. It read s T. & B.R.R. via Express Na tiona l.
J~ ~ Manuscript 'paid' in pen cil on cover. Co rrect routing would
11C~ have been ove r Trov and Boston R.R., but th e distance b e­

tw een these points is only ten mil es so th e marking is most
unusu al. Railroad opened Troy to No. Adams about 1859

T3 - - or a little earlier. Ten tat ively listed under T3 markings
until furth er inform ati on is develop ed.
2 - Towle-Meyer Catalog Addenda and Corrections
Through th e courtesy of Messrs. Bernadt, Bow er , Call , Devol , Fingerhood ,

Haas, Kiener, Leet, Nielson , Walton, Edward, ' Villard, Woodruff and W yer
we present herewith new list ings offered in Plat es XV and XVI and add th e
following new information to th e ca ta log listin gs-

:!I -I)- I Also with bl ack nega ti ve ' N ' kill e r.
:!:;-F- I Ad d 'Six t ies' to p e r iod of lise .
2:-, -5-3 Add W YD 1873.
-I I-S-If, Ov a l. 29Y2 x 24Y2 Black , WYI) IHll:l, IHtj !. I:!
70-B-1 A lso in blue -g reen used in IR7ti.
72-D-2 ,\ d d " Black " .
82- D- 1 Add 'Six t ies' to period of lise .
H7-B- 1 Add 'Six t ies ' to pe rio d of lise.
100-E -1 Ad d greenish -bl u e as co lor.
101 -E-1 Ad d "Six t ies" as p eriod of lise.
1:l9-B -1 Add ' Black.'
1:l9-D-1 Ad d ' Blac k ' a nd WVI) IRH6 (CH R . IH)
150-G -1 Add WYO 18R2, 18R3, 1884, and 1885.
175-5-1 Ad d WVI) 1869.
273-5-7 Add WYO 188 1.
:!73-5-R Add ' Blac k ' a nd WYI) 18RI.
:!03-D- 1 Also u sed with 3c 1869.
:!O3-5-6 Ad d W YO IR87.
:UI5-K- 1 Ad d co lo r green .
:IO:; -U- 1 Add WYD 1883.
:125 -C- 1 Add WYD 1885.
:l40 ·C· 1 Add ' Ba n kno tc' to period of lise.
340-5- 1 Add " Black" .
:l50-B -1 A lso u sed with 3c 1869.
-104-0 ·3 Ad d "'YD I R79.
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Add enda - Plate XV
Maine

2-5-1 D. O val 30lh-20lh x 2-1lh · 151f2 b lu e, WYD IS78 .15 (Ba ngo r I/.: Piscat aquis) (Sec CH R . (4 )

Vermont
40·G·1 26 b lac k, Banknore. 12 (H a r lem Ext ension)

Massachusetts
5 1·G·2 25 y:! bl ack , Banknot e . 15 (Vermon t I/.: Massachusett s &: Hoosac T u n ne l)
5:I-E- 4 26 Y2 bl ack , 1883. 2

Rhode Island
70· 1·2 2G bl ac k. Banknot e . 3 (P ro vid ence & 1'\ew London )

New York
IOI -!· 1 26lh b lack , Banknote . 4 (51. Alban s I/.: Ogd ensburg-Part ia l?)
I(H -D-I 26 y:! bl ack , Bankno te. Part ia l. G (~orwood &: Ca rl hage)
10:> -B· I 2-1 bl ack , WYD IHH4. 4 (Nor th ville & Fon da)
11-1 ·5 ·7 D. Circle 28lh ·20 blue, WYI) 1893. Pa r t ial. 5 (New York Cen t ra l & H ud son R iver)
115·1' -2 26 bl ack , Banknot e . 2 (Bu ffa lo & Toledo Da y Lin e)
II :> ·T -I 27 Y2 b lac k, Bankn o te . 2 (Bu ffa lo &: Toled o)
125-1-1 -:1 2G b lack . Six t ies. 10 (1'\ew Yor k & Eri c)
12:; ·Q -1 2Glh black , 18H(i. T .!': . I (New York & Du nk irk-Western Division )
I:I!J-C· I 27 bl ack , W YD IH8G. :1 (Com p le te T ra cing-Ri ch la nd I/.: Niaga ra Fa lls)
I·!I ·C- I 26 bl ack , 187(i. 6 (R ocheste r &: Danvill e)
1-1 3-E ·I 2(iy:! bl ack , 187G. 8 (E lm ira , Avon I/.: Hu ffa lo -n ote m is-sp e fling)
1·1:1-1'· 1 26 y:! b lack , IH76. G ( Elm ira, Avon &: Buflalo)

Pennsylvania
I ii-E- I 27 black . Ba nkno te. 18 (Jeffe rso n Br anch -Eric R ail ro ad )
180-L-1 27 bl a ck , WY I) 1886. 2 (New York I/.: E lmira )
185-B· 1 26 b lu e , 1880. " (A llen town I/.: Pawling)
20 1-B- 1 25 y:! bl ack , IH7-1 . 10 ( Ba ld Eag le Vall ey R .R .)
20:1-1-5 Open C ircle 2(iy:! black, IH80. T .N . I (New York I/.: Pit tsburgh West ern Division)

New Jersey
2:;-I-E- 1 2:1 y:! black, Banknot e . -I (New York , Somervi lle &: Easton)

Maryland
27·I-S-?'a O va l 34 Y2 x 25 y:! b lu e , Ba nknot e. 12 (Ba lt imore & Ohio)

Addenda - Plate XVI
27-1 -S-5b I). Ova l (30Y:!) - (22) x 22 y:!- I:i Y2 blue . WYI) IH71t Pa rt ial. IG (Ba lt imore I/.: O h io)
274-5·29 I) . Ova l 29 1h-21lh x 22 1h-13 lh blue. WYD 1878.1 8 (Ba lt im ore I/.: Ohio)
2ii-F- 1 2G m agenta , Banknot e . 3 (W ash ingto n , D.C .)

Virginia
30-l-D-1 2GY2 black , "'YD 1885 . Par t ia l. 3 (Lynch bu rg I/.: Clifton Forge)
Catalog Route 314: Fredericksburgh-Orange Court House, Va. POTOMAC,

F REDERICKS BURG & PIEDMONT R R
Rou te Agents: Freclericksburgh-Orange Cour t House, Va. 1881, 1882, 1883-1

Agent (38 miles )
Rou te Ma rk ings: 314-A-l 26U hlack,-1885. Partial, 3

North Carolina
322 -1-1- 1 26 b lack, Sixties. 10 (Go ld sbo ro ugh & Cha rl ott e)

South Carolina
3:15-1)· 1 manu scri p t I'RRR , Bankn o te. 10 (Po r t Royal R.R ..Ten ta t ive)
:135-5-2 28Y2 blue, WY D 1888. 8 ( Port Roya l &: Au gust a R .R .)
:t IG·F· 3 25 y:! b lu e , 1875 . SHELTO~ in ci rcle k ill e r. 6 (So u th Ca rol ina R .R .)
339-C·2 27 Y2 dark blue , WY D ISH·1. 5 (Henderson ville I/.: Co lu m b ia)
33!I-H -1 m an u scr ip t Sp a rt a u b u rg I/.: Union R .R . 18G9. 12.
3-1 0-C-3 2(iY2 b lu e , Bankno te , Par t ial. 8 (Nort heaste rn R .R .)
:I-IO-H · I 2G d a rk b lu e , Ba n kno te. G (Flo rence I/.: Charlesto n)
3-1 0-1-1 2Gy:! b lac k , 187-1 . 10 ("'ilm ing ton, Co lu mbia I/.: Augusta)

Georg ia
350-S- l a D. Circle 28 y:!·20 b lu e , WY D 18HG. 8 .
3:; O-S-3 D. Circle 28 y:!-20 b lack , "'YI) 1886, IHH7. 10.
35-1.H -1 manuscr ipt A . I/.: :-I. R.R. 185-1 . 12 (At lan ta I/.: Mon tgomery)
Catalog Bouie 363: Camak-Macon, Ga. GEO RGIA RAILROAD
Route Agents: Macon-C amak Ga. 1881, 1882, 1883-1 Agent (79 miles )
Rou te Mar k ings: 363-A-l 25U black, 1884. 6
Catalog Route 365: Alba ny-Thomasville, Ga. SAVAN! AIl, FLORIDA & WEST-

ERN HW Y. (Continued on page 96)
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274-5-5b 274-5-29 277-F-l 304-D-l

335-5-2
335-D-l322-H-l

336-F-3

34o-C-3 34o-H-l 34o-I-l

423-5-2
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST , Editor
UNITED STATES TO GREECE IN 1872
GEORGE E. HARGEST

Few covers present as man y aspects of interest as does the cove r illustrated
as Fi gure 1. These aspec ts are : ( 1) the country of destinat ion ; (2) th e name of
the addressee; (3) th e rat e and routing; (4) the endorsement; (5) and th e postal
marki ngs.

Covers bet ween th e United States and Greece pr ior to the 1880s are seldom
seen. Until th en ther e was little emigration from Greece to the United Stat es,
and no lar ge business or oth er correspondences have been discovered either
in the United States or in Greece. Of significance in thi s regard are th e facts
that Row el does not list a forwarding agent at Athens (or any other Greek
city ) , and that Van Vlissin gen and Wuud'' rat e covers bearing New York Foreign
Ma il markings ad dressed to Greece as rare.

T he cover is addressed to "H . Schliemann Esq / Athen/ C reece." In 1868
Heinrich Schliernann," who had no form al training in archaeology, took his
lar ge fortune to Gr eece, and after some investiga tion, determined to establish
that H issarlik was the site of Homer's Troy. By 1873 he had laid bare the
ruins of a city of grea t antiquity, which he held to be Troy. This contention
was di sputed by trained archaeologists at that time, but in 1891 and 1892, after
Schlicmann's death, his form er colleague , Dorp feld , du g further at Hissarlik,
and was ab le to prove a synchronization of the remains uncov ered with Mycenae,
and their identity with Homer 's Trov.:' T his cover was addressed to Schlieman n
wh ile he was excavating at H issarlik, and before he gained his great reknown
as an arc ha eolog ist . Another cover addressed to Schliernann is illustrated in
Van Vlissin gen and Waud. "

The cover illu strated as Figure 1 is prepai d 30c by three 10c, un gril led,
"Na tional" sta mps. It is endorsed, "pr Wyoming/ via Eng," bears a NEW YORK/
PAID ALL marking in red dated March 20 (1872 ), and a LO NDON/PAID/ 2
AP 72 red ma rking. W ha t might be overlooked is a manuscr ipt "16" in red crayo n

Figure 1
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under th e London marking. This was a credit applied by th e ew York exchange
office. E ach of the stamps are cancelled by a black sta r marking applied at New
York.

In 18726 th ere were four routes by which mail was sent to Greece, and
eac h of these routes had a different rate. These routes and their rates are
presented in Table 1. Thi s cover was prep aid 30c for a double rate letter , and
was evidently intended to be sent in the orth German Union closed mail , via
En gland. Th e endorsement to the lVyoming, via England, was probably in­
tended to indicate this route, but it was ambiguous since it also implied an
intention to send the letter by British mail. The \l1yomin~ was a stea mer of the
Gu ion line, which was then under contra ct to th e United Stat es to convey mail
from ew York to Liverpool on Wedn esdays, On th ese trips, it carr ied both
British mail and North German Union mail. Since the dat e in the New York
marking is Mar ch 20 (1872) , a Wednesday, it is presumed that th e 'W yoming
conveyed this letter to Liverpool.

All of the postal conventions between the United States and European
countries which became effective in 1868, or later , provided that th e weight
of a single rate be 15 grammes. Thi s was in accord with th e agreements reached
at the Paris conference of 1863, but the United States had trouble implementing

TABLE I
L ETTER RATES TO GREECE, JAl'<UARY 1872

Route

orth German Union-direct
North German Union closed mail, via England
Briti sh mail
Italian open mail

Per ~ ounce
( 15 grammes)

14c
15
20
16

it. Its local postoffices were not equipped to weigh in grammes. All of th e
ra tes per 15 grammes were, therefore, restat ed as ra tes per half ounce before
they were publi shed to postmasters and to th e public. The excha nge offices,
however, were required to weigh in grammes. Since half an ounce weighs only
14.18 grammes, a discrepancy arose between th e local offices and th e excha nge
offices in the rating of lett ers of marginal weight.

Examina tion of the face of this cover discloses th at the address and endorse ­
ment were written by two different hands. This letter was evidently taken to a
New York postoffi ce for mailing addressed "H. Schli emann Esq / Athen." A postal
clerk added "Greece" and "pr Wyoming/ via Eng." Since it is prepaid 30c, it
is concluded that th e clerk intended it to be sent by North German Union closed
mail , via England, as a letter weighing over half an ounce ( 14.18 grammes ) . At
the exchange office foreign desk, however , it was found to weigh not over 15
grammes, and would be included in the letter -bill at a single rate. The exchange
office, therefore, had a choice of routes. It could hav e been sent in th e North
German Union closed mail , via England, at a 15c rate and overpaid 15c, or by
British mail at a 20c rat e, lOc overpaid. Th e exchange office evidently elected
to send it by British mail. This is attes ted by th e fact that it bear s a credit of
l6c, and a London marking. North German Union mail was closed through Eng­
land and covers sent in it, therefore, do not bear a Briti sh marking. Of th e 20c
ra te by British mail, the United States retained 2c inland plus 2c sea posta ges. A
credit was given to Great Brita in for 2c British transit plus th e foreign postage,
which in this case amounted to 14c. Thus, out of th e 20c rate, th e United States
retained 4c, and gave Great Britain a credit of 16c.

If this letter had been sent in the North German Union mail , via England,
the international rat e to the orth Germ an Union, via E ngland, of 7c would have
been retained by the Unite d States, and a credi t of 8c (3 silbergrosche n ) 7 given
to the North German Union. It is a coincidence th at a double rate credit by
this service is equa l to l6c.

The stam ps are cancelled with a black sta r. Thi s is a New York F oreign
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Mail marking ( Van Vlissin gen & vVaud No. A29 ) . It is ra ted as bein g rare." On
th e reverse of th e cover is an Athen s receiving mark dated April 30, 1872 ( the
month is exp ressed in Greek letters ). Since Greece did not adopt the Gr egorian
ca lendar until 1924, thi s dat e is according to the Julian ca lendar. Since there was,
a t tha t time, a di ffer ential between th e two calendars of 12 days, th is date
should be considered as April 18, 1872, showing 16 da ys tra nsit time from Lond on
to Athens. Bri tish mail s to Greece were conveye d by sea, which wa s not th e
fas test route.

Footnotes
1 Row e , Kenneth . T h e Fo n oording A gellts , p. 50 et Seq .
~ Van Vlissingcn , A rt h u r , a nd Waud , Morri son , New York Foreign Xlai l Cance llat ions-s l S'ltl­

1876 , p . .j9 .
:l O ne neve r knows whe re somc th ing will be lea rn ed aho u t a cove r . I lef t thi s cove r at a

loca l phorographcrs shop to be photogr a p hcd . When I ca lle d for it , a you ng lad y em p loye d
Ihcrc wa nt ed to know if th c Sch licma n n to who m th c cover was ad d ressed was the famous
archacologist referred 10 in her ju n ior co llege course in " 'o rld H istory. Since the nam e of
t he addressee had not a ttractcd my a ttcn tion , I told her I d id not know. In vest iga t ion p rov ed
her to be co rrect. ~ I i ss Ma rga rct Skisci m is to be com plime n ted not on ly for her power s of
obse rva tio n a nd her cu rios i ty , hu t a lso fur hcr mastery , a t least in this regard , o r th e su b jec t­
matter or wh a t mu st hc a good junior co llege cou rse in " 'orld Hi stnrv .c-Ed .

4 H oga rt h , Da vid Gc o rgc , " Hc in r ich Sch liemnu n ,' Encyclop aedia B ritann ica , 1It h edi t ion ,
\'01. 24 , p. ,14I .

5 01'. ci t. ; p. ,i'l.
II U . S. M nil rnul Post O f f ice A ssist /lilt , vo l. 12, :-10 . -l, p. 4, J a nu ary I Ri 2. T hese ra tes we re

u nch a nged in October 18i2.
7 Tab le o r Foreign Po stagcs- appcnd cd to th e De tailed Regul a t ion s to the U. S.-r\'or th

Ge rma n U n io n Postal Co n ven t ion or Octob er 2 1, IRfii . 16 Statu tcs-at -Lar gc 992 .
8 Va n Vlissing en &: Wau d , 01). cit. , p . 32.
THE PRICES-CURRENT RATE TO
THE NETHERLANDS - 1868

1\'11'. Paul J. wsu, RA 896, reports the cover illu strat ed as F igure 2. This
cover wa s posted in Savannah , Ca., on 16 Apr il 1868 addressed to Amsterda m,
Holland. I t is a folded , un seal ed , "p rices -current," prepaid 4c b y a pair of 2c
"Bla ckjacks" with a "Z" grill ( Scott #85b). On th e face of th e cover is a boxed
SHORT PAID marking in bl ack, a "4" in blue cra yon , and a "20" in bl ackish ­
brown m anuscript. On its reverse is a tri an gul ar marking in blue ink inscribed .
"11k/ AMST E RD AM."

This ed itor is particularly pleased to have thi s cov er for ana lysis b ecau se
very little regarding prices-current rat es has appeare d in th e philat elic press,
and offici al informati on in scattered , ge nera lly elusive, and frequently am biguous.
The pri mary source of for eign rate information dur ing thi s per iod is the tables of
postages to foreign countries published in the U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant.
The table published in th e April 1868 edition of that source gives a ra te for
''1 ewspapers," and a rate for "Book packets and Prints of all kinds," but no
ra te for prices-current, printed cir cul ars , or trade-cir culars. Examination of foot­
no tes to th e tables and other availab le information discloses that to some coun­
tries pri ces-cu rren t were sent at News paper rates, while to others, Book pack et
ra tes prevail ed. These tables are useful only when it is known which ra te applied .

On 1 Jan uary, 1868 a postal con ven tion between the United Sta tes and th e
j etherlunds became effective.' Aft er se tt ing the letter ra tes, Articl e V pr o­
vide d : "O n all othe r correspondence . . . the rate shall be, for mails desp at ched ,
tha t which th e desp at ching office shall adop t. . . . But each ad ministra tion shall
give notice to th e other of th e rat e it adopts, and of an y subseque nt change
thereof." The above is illu minating in one respect: The rate adopted by one
country did not have to be the monet ar y equivalent of the rate adopted by th e
othe r.

By Ar ticle VIII insufficiently paid letters, "or any other insufficiently paid
correspondence" was to be charged wi th deficient postage and a fine not exce ed­
ing 5 cents ( U.S.) in th e United Stat es, and not exceed ing 15 cen ts ( Dutch) in
the Netherlands . By Article VIn of th e Det ailed Regu lati ons," insufficiently
paid corres po ndence wa s to be so mark ed in the United States "and th e amount
of defici ent postage expressed in figures on the face." By Article XVI of the
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Detailed Regulat ions "the cent of the United Sta tes an d two an d a half cen ts
of the Net herla nds shall be taken as equivalents."

In the postal conven tions between the United States and Great Britain , th e
Stra its Sett lements and Briti sh Eas t Indies, Guat emala, and Hong Kong and the
dependent Chinese ports, pri ces-current were sent at newsp ap er rates. In all other
cases book-packet rates prevailed. A statement to this effe ct is found in th e Postal
Guide for 1873:1 (July ) and it is repea ted in subsequent editions. This situation
must also have been in effec t in 1868.

The tabl e of postages to foreign countries published in th e Apr il 1868 edition
of the U. S. Mail and Post Office Assista nt shows a rat e to th e Netherla nds for
News papers of 4c, and for book-packets of 8c, each ra te bear ing th e nota tion that
a fine would be levied at destination on insufficiently paid cor respon dence.

In the light of the above information, the ana lysis of this cover is as follows:
It was mistaken ly prepaid with the newsp ap er ra te at th e Savanna h post

office. Since it was not addressed to a country with whic h the Uni ted States had
a postal convention that provided for a pri ces-current ra te, it should have been
prepaid with the book-packet rate of 8c. The New York exchange office mark ed
it SHORT PAID ( this is a New York marking ) and also marked it with th e
deficient postage of 4c in blue crayon. Th e cover was then forwarded to the
Netherlands. Th e imp ond erabl e here is the amount of the Dutch fine OIl insuf­
ficiently paid pr ices-current. Th e convention provided th at it should not
exceed 15 cents (D utch) . Th e known facts are insert ed in the computa tion below,
and the missing figures are forced:
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Cents (U.S.) Cents ( D u tch )

Total po stage 8c 20c
Fine ( force d) 4 10

Tot al charges ( forced) 12c 30c
Amount prepaid (de duc ted) 4 10

Collected b y Dutch 8c 20c

Since th e cover shows that the Dutch coll ect ed 20 cents, it is clearl y indicated
th at th e fin e amounted to 10 Dutch cents.

On th e rev er se is a triangular marking in blue inscribed 11k / AMSTERD..'\M.
The U.S.-Netherlands po stal convention established excha nge offi ces at New
York an d Boston in th e United States, and at Moerdyk in the Netherlands.
Since th is marki ng is inscribed "Amsterdam," which was not an exchange office,
the rate expressed upon it does not relate to international mail. It is suspected
th at it represents a rate for an internal serv ice . Art icle XlI provided: "Except
as above [ra tes of Article V, pr eviou sly me ntioned ] no charge wh atever other­
wise than is her eb y pr ovid ed , shall be levied or collec ted on the corres pondence
exchanged ." This l~c, th er efore, does not represent a supe ra dd ition to th e rat e,
an d mu st be an accounting mark used to indicat e an internal di stribution of the
postage, perhaps for deli ver y serv ice.

Footnotes

11 6 St at u tes-ut-Lurge 1063.
~ iu«. I OGi .
«o». cit. p . 32.
WHEN THE U.S.-BRITISH TREATY BECAME EFFECTIVE

In Chronicle, Whole 1 o. 64, pages 170 and 171, thi s editor rep orted a
British Treasury W arrant of 8 March , 1849 that placed in for ce the rates and
provisions of the treaty of 15 December 1848. By a British Act pas sed in 1841
th e Lords of the British Treasury were authorized to fix po sta l rat es . This raised
th e quest ion as to whether th e treaty becam e effec tive on th e date of its proc­
lamation, 15 February 1849, or on the effect ive da te of th e Treasury W arrant,
8 March 1849 .

Letters were rec eived from Leon Reussille and Mel vin ' V. Schuh who report
covers b y R. M.S. America which sailed from Liverpool on 24 February 1849.
Mr . Reu ssille reports four covers all bearing treaty markings, while Mr. Schuh
sent th e editor a reproducti on of a cove r ( front and ba ck ) that shows a Liverpool
marking dated 24 F ebruar y, a pr epayment of one shilling in manuscript, and
a cred it of 5c also in manuscript.

The weight of th is evide nce indicat es th at th e tr eat y becam e effec tive on
th e date of its proclamation , 15 Februar y 1849. The first Cunard sai ling after th at
date was th at of R.M.S . A merica on 24 Februarv 1849. This means th at th e British
Treasury " Tarrant of 8 March 1849 was merely legali zing a fait accompli.
YOUR CLASSI FIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF
INTERESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE,
THIS IS THE PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGE! SEE RATES, BOTTOM OF PAGE 52.
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POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in cove rs of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-At lant ic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other specia l usages. We usuall y have a few Terri­
to rials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii. We do not stoc k
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 02108
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
P. O. Box 488

U.S. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
APS

USPCS
Lexington, Mass. 02173 CSA
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Free List: Old U.S. Covers -Stampless,

Stamped, Adv., Terr., Valentines, Expos.,
Political , Post Cards, Etc .-Wm. B. Sabin,
Jr.-l68 Hoo sick St., Troy, N.Y. 12180.

Wanted: 20th Century Fancy, Registered,
Covers and Sin gles. J . R. Ke ste rson-336
Homestead Lan e, Delaware, Ohio 43105.

U.S. # 26: Constructing calendar , ne ed
over 100 dates. Check your stock & write
John S. Hopkins. 2916 W. 20th , Topek a,
Kan sas 66604.

YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE

WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER·

ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO

BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE

PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGEI SEe RATES,

BOTTOM OF PAGE 52.
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
OUR PROBLEM COVER
Th e cov er pr esented in this issue and shown in Fi g. 1 is from the collection

of member Walter Hubbard of London, En gland. ~IIr . Hubbard also furnished
the photograph. The cover was mail ed at Terr e Haute, Ind., on Nov. 25, 1857,
addressed to Rich ard L. La w, U. S. N., U. S. S. Co nstellation, Spezzia, It aly.

All markings on th e face, including the manuscript ra te ma rkings, are in
black, exce pt for the red octagonal French receiving postmark, which is only
partly legible, althoug h th e words ET. UNIS SERVo . . . HAVRE may be read.

On th e reverse are the following transit postmarks, all in black: HAVRE A
PARIS 13 DEC 57, PAIUS 14 DE C 57, GE NOVA 16 DEC 57, and SPEZZIA 17
DEC 57. There is also a b lack manu script notation "2f 40" in an ink apparentl y
matching th e rat e markings on the face.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS
OF THE

UNITED STATES

1861 to 1866
By CHA RLES 1. TOWLE and HENRY A. MEY ER

Cove rs railroad markings of the nited State s, as follows:

" R .R .", " AGT" or station name markings-1861 to 1900.

R.P.O. markings prior to 1887.

Over 400 pa ges, hard cove rs, with exact illustrations of over

22 00 markings. Over 80 railway route di agrams and ove r

40 illustrations of the finest of cove rs bearing such markings.

Li sts the railroads over which th e routes ran, and the pres­

ent-day status of these roads. With a clear explanation of how

the railwa y mail systems worked , in cludin g defini t ion of

terms and a detailed cross index.

Price : $12 .50 per copy, postpaid. Order from :

MELVIN W. SCHUH
6 Laconia Road

WORCESTER, MASS. 01609
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS (Continued from page 86)
Route Agents: Albany-Thomasville, Ga. 1883-1 Clerk (58 miles )
Route Markings: 365-A-l 27 bla ck, WYD 1885. 4

Florida
Catalog Route 384: Sanford-Kissimmee, F la. SOUTH FLORIDA R.H.
Route A gents: Sanford-Kissimmee, F la. 1883-1 Clerk (40 miles )
Route Markings: 384-A-l 27Jf black, 1886. 4 (Jacksonville & Tampa )

Mi ssissippi
423-5-2 Oct ago nal Box 28Y2-22 Y2 bl ue, WYD 1881. 15 (Mississippi & T ennessee)
The cover bears a 3c 1857 and a pair of lc 1857, Ty II , all cancelled and
tied by th e Terre Haute townmark. However, a portion of the strike tying the 3c
stamp is underneath the lc pair ( clea rly visibl e wh en the pair is lifted ) , incli­
eating that th e pair was added after the cover bearing only th e 3c stamp was
postm arked.

The second illustration is of a cover photographed and described by Stanley
B. Ashbrook in his Special Service. Th e photograph is furnished through the
cour tesy of Cr eigh ton Hart. Thi s cover was mail ed at Terre Haute on May 4,
1857, with a 3c 1851 and a vertical pair of the lc 1851. Alth ough there is no
indication th at any of th ese stamps was added , the striking simil arity of the two
covers is obvious. Near ly as obvious are the significant diff erences in th e New
York postmarks and the French receivin g postmarks. On the May cover th e cir­
culm' red French marking reads ET. UNIS SERV o AM. A. C. Th e rest of th e
markings are as indicated in the photograph.

Ca n you explain the rates and markings on th ese two covers? Specifically:
Why was the lc pair added to the November cover?
What function did th e stamps perform on both covers?
What is th e significance of the New York and French postmarks and why do

th ey differ on each cover ?
What do th e manuscript markings represent?
~1r~~;~~~

~~::::~~=:;::~~
r~~ In a ny em er gen cy, borrow y,~~
::~::: the mon ey you need at ~es~

~
(~I I Edelman's. Use yo ur co lle.c- I\..'U'
~~ non as co lla te ra l a nd still l{/.

. ret ain complete ownersh ip. ~

Jj;~~ At Edelman's, yo u can rj~
r~ obta in qui ck , confidential ",
,,~~ 1 f t -a Ii'
"B. '810:'. oan s or an y a mo un up 'f~"'. '
~\l : to 80 % o f the va lue of \\~'1
~'Q4 your properties - fr om ~,~
~ $50 to $50, 000 and m or e. '~
~~ !Vrite t~day fo r furth er ~l\
' ~ \ in form ati on , I ~:!.j' ,

I tde/man 's I
~ 301 Old York Road r~,
~~~ Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 ,,~~
:'~ (Suburban Phi la delphl a) . \~s-

~~~~~~~j
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WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices fo r anything
in 19t h and early 20th Century
covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also inte rested in un usual
U.S. & B.N.A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK
OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR
WANT LI ST.

William O. Bilden Co.
801 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403



THE H. R. HARMER ORGANIZATION

The Only International Stamp Auctioneers

+
Recommended by

Trust Departments, Lawyers, Executors,
Beneficiaries, Foundations, Charitable
Organizations, and Philatelists (Amateur
and Professional) throughout the World.

H. R. HARMER LTD.
P.O. BOX4EH

41, Niltw Bond Street
London,W.1

H. R. HARMER, INC.
6 West 48th Street

New York, N.Y. 10036

H. R. HARMER AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
375 George Street

Sydney, N. S. W.
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