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We Are Pleased and Proud to Offer

At Unreserved Public Auction

THE MORTIMER L. NEINKEN COLLECTION

of
UNITED STATES STAMPS AND COVERS

1847-1869
(Excluding His "One Cent" 1851-57)

* * * * *

A LITERALLY STAGGERING AGGREGATION OF STAMPS AND
COVERS, RICH IN BEAUTIFUL AND RARE LOTS FOR EVERY
COLLECTOR OF THESE FASCINATING ISSUES. THERE IS A
WEALTH OF MATERIAL FOR BOTH THE "ONE-OF-A-KIND" COL
LECTOR AND THE MOST ADVANCED SPECIALIST.

* * * * *

MR. NEINKEN, A PAST PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. CLASSICS SO
CIETY, IS INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE
GREAT PHILATELIC STUDENTS OF ALL TIME AND ILLUSTRATIONS
AND DESCRIPTIONS OF MANY OF HIS OUTSTANDING PIECES
HAVE GRACED THE PAGES OF IMPORTANT PHILATELIC BOOKS
AND STUDIES.

* * * * *

THE COLLECTION IS NOW BEING PREPARED FOR SALE THIS
FALL AND AN EARLY APPLICATION IS ADVISED FOR THE
CATALOGUE, WHICH, AS USUAL, WILL BE LAVISHLY ILLUS
TRATED AND CAREFULLY PREPARED TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE
OF THE RESEARCH OF MR. NEINKEN.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.
10 EAST 52nd STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

PHONE (212) 753·6421



HARMER ROOKE & CO., INC.
New York, New York

is proud to announce its association with

SCOTT PUBLISHING CO.
Omaha, Nebraska

in its recent acquisition of the assets of
SCOTT PUBLICATIONS DIVISION of ESQUIRE, INC.

The company will maintain its executive offices
and certain production facilities in Omaha
under the direction of Mr . Duane Hillmer,

President of Scott Publishing Co.
1410 Kiewit Plaza, Omaha, Nebraska 68124

Editorial management functions ~ili continue
in New York at newly constructed offices located

in the Harmer, Rooke Building,
604 Fifth Avenue, New York , New York 10020
97



Back Issues of

The Chronicle
Are avail able to mem bers and non-members

Issues numbered 1 to 44 (in multilith ),

$1 .00 each to members ; $1.50 to non-members

Issues numbered 46 to 49 and 51 subsequent

(printed ), $2.50 each to members ;

$3 .50 to non-members

(Whole numbers 45, 47, and 50 are no longer available,

and our stock of numbers 55 and 58 is very low.)

If your rese arch and/or reference library! pertaining to
the United States Classic Posta l Issues! is not complete! we
urge you to ava il yourselves of the opportun ity to obta in
what you need NOW.

Due to high printing costs ! these will not be reprinted .

Order from

MELVIN W. SCHUH

\

6 Laconia Road Worcester, Mass . 0 1609

THE CHRONICLE,publlshed by the U.S. Philatelic Classi cs Society Inc., at 10 Country Club Drive,
Fulton, Mo. 65251. Second-class postage paid at Fulton, Mo. Subscr iption price $14.00. A year's sub
scription Is Included In membershlp In the U.S. Phllatellc Classics Society, with $7.50 of each
member's dues apportioned to publication of The Chr onicle. Printed in the Un ited States of America.
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@) U.S. Philatelic Class ics Socie ty, In c, 1970
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The Chro nicle is prepared to accept classified adver tising from th e membersh ip on a
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CLASSIC Sa lw ays .ava ilab le for sale by auction in

l ondon and Bas le . Here we illust rate

a n int e resting item from the fi rst gen-

eral OVERSEAS auction of the ne w sea-C LAS SIC S son at 50 Pall Ma ll. The U.S.A. sec tion

w ill be offe red o n September 11th ...

THE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE, WITH

C L A S S I C S COLOUR, IS $3 INCLUDING SECOND

CLASS AIRMAIL POSTAGE.

II-

CLASSICS

CLASSICS

CLASSICS
Why not send for details of ou r catalogue subscri pt ion rates? Many lots to inte rest the

speci a list in the classic issu es a re offered throug ho ut the season . When writing, please

mention that you saw this advertisement in "CHRONICLE".

CLASSICS

CLASSICS

CLASSICS

private treaty selections and special of

fers available for inspection and pu r

chase at

STAND 85

PHILYMPIA

LONDON:

·SEPTEMBER 18/26: 1970

OUR HEAD OFFICE IS: ROB SON LOW E LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, SW1.
ENGLAND Cables: "Stamps, L'ondon, S.W.1."

Telex : 915 410
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
U. S. EXCHANGE MARKINGS ON 1847 COVERS
SUSAN M. McDONALD

During the first half of the nineteenth cen tury letters between the United
States and Canada were rated according to the distance from the origin to the
border and from the border to the destination in either direction on the basis
of the domestic postage rates of each country at the time. These rates were cal
culated separately and could not be combined. Certain excep tions and special
regulations complicated the picture from time to tim e, but their consideration
is not pertinent here. The fundamental principle of postage charges "to the lines"
based on each country's dom estic letter rates remained in forc e through nearly
all the 1847 period.

It was not until 1851 that a significant change in this basic concept was
made. During the pr evious two years Canada-whose postal affairs had been
under control of the General Post Office in London-was in the process of
assuming control of its post office. In anticipation of this event, an agreement
on the handling of the United States-Canada mails was negotiated in March
1851 between the Post Offices of the United States and Can ada to take effect
April 6, 1851, the same date on which the Canadian Post Offic e became inde
pendent.

Th e April 6 agreement was a signal departure from the system in use before.
Its important provisions should be emphas ized. A whole rate of lOc or 6d per
single ~ oz. letter to or from any place in the United States (excep t the Pacific
Coast) to or from any place in Canada was established. To or from the Pacific
Coast the single rat e was 15c or 9d. Prepayment was optional, wh ereas previously
on letters of Canadian origin the Canadian pos tage had always been required to
be prepaid, and on letters of U. S. origin , pr epayment of U. S. postage was man
datory from Novemb er 16, 1847. Another significant regulation was that partial
payment was not allowed, and that insuffici ently prep aid letters were to be
treated as totally unpaid, in sharp contrast to the "pa id to the lines" system in
force before.

Only the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canad a (present-day Ontario and
Quebec) where included in the April 6 agreement. Nova Scotia and New Bruns
wick were separate postal administrations and did not negot iate whole rate
agreements with the United States until after the 1847 period. Covers to Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick from April 6, 1851, still show the "paid to the lines"
formu la.

Th e agreement also stipulated that the name of the country of origin was
to be prominently stamped on each lett er. A large number of excha nge offices,
many of which had been in operation for a long period, were designated at
border points in both countries to handle the exchange of mails. The most
important offices and those through which 1847 covers are known to have been
exchanged are shown on the accompanying map ( Figure 1).

Some letters were exchanged individually through pairs of offices . Where
volum e warranted, through bags were made up and exchanged between impor
tant centers without handling at the border. Such through mail systems operated
between New York and Montreal, Boston and Montreal, Albany and Montreal ,
and New York and Queenston. Montreal and Queenston were the principal
distribution centers for Lower and Upper Canada respectively.

At the time that the agreement took effect on April 6, 1851, the 5c and 10c
stamps of the U. S. 1847 issue were current. No Canadia n stamps were available
until April 23, 1851, when the 3d beaver was issued. The U. S. 1847 issue was
not valid after June 30, 1847, so that the period during which 1847 stamps could
pay the whole rate to Canada is limited to 86 days. Th e brief period and the
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Figure 1. Map of Exchang e Of fices.
The localion of Ihe pr incipa l exchange off ices in 1851 is show n, including all offic es through which 1847

co vers are kno w n to have been exchange d.

A-22

A-21

A-ll

A-22, A-24

A-ll
A-14 (?)

New York City to Hamilton,
U. C. ms. "U.S."

Troy & New York Steamboat to
Quebec, L. C. none

Lockport, N. Y. to Cayu ga, U. C. A-23
Steam Boat to Quebec, L. C. A-21
Boston, Mass. to Montreal, L. C. A-22
New York City to Belleville,

U. C.
Troy, . Y. to Perth, U. C.
New York City to Hamilton,

U. C.
Rochester, N. Y. to

St. Catherin es, U. C. A-2
Buffalo, N. Y. to Cayuga, U. C. A-23
Alban y, N. Y. to

Drummondville, L. C.
Boston, Mass. to Sherbrooke,

L. C.
Boston, Mass. to Northport,

U. C.

2. April 7, 1851 lac

3. April 9, 1851 5c (2)
4. April 14, 1851 5c (HP)
5. April 17, 1851 5c (1)
6. April 22, 1851 l ac

7. April 23, 1851 5c (1)
8. April 29, 1851 lac

9. May 4, 1851 5c + 3d

10. May 20, 1851 5c (HP)
11. May 24, 1851 5c (2)

12. May 30, 1851 5c (VP)

13. June 10, 1851 5c ( HP)

fact that prepayment was not compulsory act together to make the whole rate
to Canada one of the scarcer uses of 1847 stamps. Listed below are the known
1847 covers with this rate. Th e exchange marking app earing on the cover is
also indicated where possible.

1. April 6, 1851 lOc
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figure 2. Whole rate paid with 5c stamps.
A cover from Lockport, N. Y., April 9, 1851, with two 5c slamps paying the whole rale and showing a

fancy exchang e marking in red.

The first cover is a remarkable postal history item-a first day cover of th e
whole rate. Evidently the exchange office handling this letter had not yet been
supplied with a handstamp, and the initials "U, S." in red ink are written in
large letters at th e lower left. This marking was probably applied at the New
York City Post Office since the letter mus t have gone by through bag to Queens
ton via Buffalo. .

So far as is known, th e second cover ( described on the Ackerman album
pa ges ) does not show an exchange marking. It may have been taken off the
steamhoat at Albany and there pla ced in the through bag for Montreal. Further
information about this cover would be greatly apprecia ted.

Although exchange marking instrumen ts had apparently not been supplied
in time to be used on the first two covers, th e Lockport cover (Figure 2 ), used
on the fourth day of the whole ra te, shows a handstruck "U, STATES" in an elab
orate foliate arc in red (A-23). This marking was applied at Buffalo. It appears
also on cover 1 o. 10, again in red, and is recorded on a stampless cover dated
July 17, 1851. Strangely, its use seems limited to th is very early period. Buffalo
was later supplied with markings incorporating th e amount du e or paid in
Canadian currency and these, being more practical, superseded th e plain arcs.

Cover No.4 originated in New York City and bears the two line STEAM
BOAT marking associated with non-contract steamboats on the Hudson River.
It went by boat as far as Albany wh ere is was transferred to the Albany Post
Office. There it received the excha nge marking of that office in black (A-21;
see Figure 3 ) , and was pl aced in the through bag for Montreal. A Montreal
transit postmark of April 17 appears on the front.

The April 17 cover from Boston ( F igure 4 ) is particularly interesting. The
correct rate was, of cours e, "10 cts." as indicated in th e postmark. The cover
bears only one 5c stamp and is marked in manuscript "D ue 5" and "3" (the Can a
dian pence equivalent of 5c). According to regulations, partial payment was not
to be accepted, and the stamp should have been disregarded , and the letter ra te d
10c or 6d due . Prior to April 6, 1851, 5c represent ed the corr ect postage from
Boston to points in Lower Canada. In view of this, th e Boston Post Offic e ev
idently inclined to leniency at thi s early date, and th e Montreal office, which
could have ra ted th e letter 6d du e, accepted Boston's judgment. The excha nge
marking is the sma ll sha llow arc (A-22) commonly used at Boston on through
mail to Montreal. This marking is very common in the period 1852-1855.

One other short paid cover is known: No.7 on the list. The not es on the
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A-2, 30 x IS A-/O 32 X/8 A-II !J.9 x 17

32 x /9 A·21 33 x17

~fY'0
A·~2 28xl3 A·23 3/ x 21 A-'l4 :,/ X /9

Figure 3. Exchange Markings.
All markings known to appear on 1847 covers are illustrated, plus two others that may have been used.

Measurements in millimeters.

..

Figure 4. Short paid cover.
Letler mailed at Boston April 17, 1851, with a single 5c stamp and due markings in U. S. and Canadian

currency. Partial payment allowed contrary '0 regulations .
105



. .- -r:

,

" ; . ~). "-r:> , ~

l .
'"....

, ;

Figure 5. Who le rate paid by IDe stamp .
New York City, April 29, 1851, by through mail to Hamilton with small fancy arc used at New York City.

Ackerman album leaves are the extent of the inform ation available about this
cover. It is describ ed as having manuscript markings "due 5" and "3," and the
direction "via Cape Vincent or Ogdensburgh, N. Y." Th e exchange markin g is
reported as "U. STATES" in arc with a shield below. Two offices, Ogdensburgh
and Rouse's Point, used markings with shields, one 'slanting right (Ogdensburgh),
one left (Rouse's Point ) . It is probable that it is the Rouse's Point shield (A-14)
that appears on this cover, in spite of the sender's direction. Th e Rouse's Point
shield is known on stampless covers in Jun e 1851, whil e the earliest known use
of the Ogdensburgh shield (A-15 ) is 1854. Furthermore, cover No. 13 is pos
itively established as exchanged through Ogdensburgh but bear s a quite different
markin g. It is hoped that the present whereabouts of cover No.7 may be de
termined and further information about it be made available.

The eighth cover is shown in Figure 5. The exchange markin g (A-ll) was
struck in red at the New York City Post Office. This marking was used on mail
to Queenston by through bag. Th e same marking, also in red , appears on th e
April 21 cover to Belleville (No. 6).

Th e cover from Albany to Drummondville (No. 11), once in th e Knapp
collection, is now in the possession of the Albany Institute of History and Art.
It is an advertising envelope showing a Montreal transit postmark and the
same exchange marking (A-21) in black as the STEAM BOAT cover. Cert ain
features of this cover are suspec t, since the exchange marking is partl y under
one stamp, but no definite judgment can be mad e without further examination.
If the stamps belong, it may be that the envelope was mail ed with only one
stamp at the pre-April 6 rate, and that th e clerk applied the exchange marking
before noticing th e deficiency. Th e sender may then have added the second
stamp, or the clerk charged it to the account of the sender, an Alban y firm.

The twelfth cover has the manuscript inscription "via Derby, Vermont" but
bears the Boston exchange office markin g (A-22) norm ally seen on through mail
to Montreal. Since Sherbrooke is some 80 miles east of Montreal, thi s lett er
should not have gone in the through bag. However, no other exchange marking
is evident, and it is not known wheth er the cover has any backstamps establish
ing the exchange office.

Cover No. 13 also shows the Boston marking (A-22) in black, although it did
not go 'by through ba g. Northport is west on Lake Ontario , and could not be
served through Montreal. The Boston arc was struck in error, but th e letter
was properly dispatched and was exchanged through Ogdensburgh and Prescott
(both postmarks appear on the face ) and received a faint strike in red of A-24.

The May 5 cover postmarked Rochester (No. 9) is th e only known combina-
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tion cover from the United States to Canada with a 5c 1847 stamp and a Canadian
3d stamp makin g up the lOc ra te . The exchange marking on this cover is A-2
in red , struck at an office on the iaga ra frontier , perh aps Lewiston, but identifi
cation is not as yet posit ive. In my opinion this cover should be re-examin ed for
severa l cogent reasons, and th e whole qu estion of the permissibility of the
combination usage on this cover and the four similar ones from Canad a to the
United States should receive fresh conside ra tion. Such analysis, however, is
beyond the scope of th e present topi c, and a full discussion of these problems
is planned for a subsequent article.

One more exchange marking has been recorded to date on stampless covers
before July 1, 1851. Thi s marking (A- lO) is known in red and blue. Th e office
of use has not yet been established but evidence indicates th at it was employed
at one of the Verm ont offices, probabl y High gate. If additional 1847 covers
showing the whole rate to Cana da are located , they may bear this marking.

Exchange markings continued in use until 1875, but they appear with de
creasing frequency from the middle 1860's. Their var iety, identification, and areas
of use make th em a challenging and rewarding study for the postal historian .
Wh en they appear, as on these 1847 covers, in conjunction with a cherishe d stamp,
a new rate, and a bri ef period of use, they help to produce a philatelic gem.

Bibliography
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N ew Brunsuiick . Toronto, 1964.
Some ob servation s and conclusions are based in ma terial in my collection and on u npub

lished records whi ch I have kept.
NOTE: Ident ifying num bers assign ed to the exc hange markings illust rat ed are based on a

system classifying these markin gs into four main types. A sheet of reproductions of th e
majorit y of ma rki ngs kno wn from 1851 to 1875 has been prepared as part of a resea rch study .
R ead ers intereste d in exchange markin gs may have a copy on receipt of a stamped self
add ressed enve lope. Send your requests to Mrs. J. C. McDon al d , 2030 Glenmont Ave. , ' .' V.,
Canton , Ohio 44708.

Next issue: T he article " 1847 Covers from Iowa " scheduled for this issue and the previo us
one will appear in the November issue , Deo uolenie ,
DIRECTORY OF 10c 1847 COVERS
Over the pa st severa l years an attempt has been made to list all 5c and

lOc 1847 covers. Sources for the information have chiefly been stock in the hands
of professionals , individual collections, and auction cata logs.

A pilot edition of the lOc Directory was printed a yea r ago. Th e 10c covers
were chosen for this limit ed edition because this denomination represents only
one fif th of the total issued , and because lOc covers are usually illustra ted and
fully described in auction catalogs.

An up-to-date edition of th e 10c Directory will be available by October 15,
1970, to memb ers of the U. S. Ph ilatelic Classics Society. Any memb er contribut
ing $10.00 dollars or more to the Hicks Publishin g Fund, and requestin g a copy
of the Directory, will receive one without further charge. Contributions made
to the fund are entirely tax-deductible,

Th e Directory will consist of approxima te ly 125 pa ges reproduced by photo
offse t and listing in chronological order abo ut 1,800 10c 1847 covers. Each list
ing gives date, origin, and destination for each cover . In addition, the availabil
ity of a color slide or photograph is shown. Covers which are known to have been
expertized, whether favorably or unfavorabl y, are also noted. Separate sections
at the back of the book will list all known lOc bisect covers in greater detail,
and all covers in museums, libraries, etc. The book will be bound in a hard
cover .

Requests for the Directory should be sent to Melvin W, Schuh, Secy-Treas.,
U.S.P.C.S., Inc. , 6 Laconia Road, Worcester, Mass. 01609, by Dec. 31, 1970.
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THE 1851·'60 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Edito r

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
MILITARY MARKINGS: 1851 -1861
DAVID T. BEALS III, R.A . 248

Installment No . 4

References
Questions have been raised concerning the identification of the references

to this series of articl es. We explained our system of references in the first in
stallment on pages 144 and 145 in the November, 1969, issue of the Chronicle.
References under #40 are those contai ned in United Stat es Postal Markings by
Tracy W. Simpson. References #40 through #55 are listed on pages 144 and 145
above. References :#;56 through # 60 are listed on page 12 of the February,
1970, Chronicle, and ' further references will be listed at the beginning of the in
stallment to which they apply.

Fort Hamilton, New York
This post was established on November 1, 1831, as one of the defenses of

New York harbor. It was located on the southwestern comer of Long Island, in the
present city of Brooklyn. Fort Hamilton was garrisoned continuously throughout
the nineteenth century (actually throu gh World War II ).

One postal marking is known during this period :

Diagrom # 22

1) FORT HAMILTON N. Y./DjC34 (Diagram #22)
Only one cover has been reported, used with S5 and postmarked in blu e.

Oregon Territory
With the exception of Forts Kearney and Laramie, which have already been

covered in Installment #2, pp. 14-16 of the February, 1970, issue of the Chron
icle, no military post offices existed in Oregon Territory in 1859 (Ref. 53 ), and
no covers from this period have been reported. It will be recalled that both of
these forts , being initially located in unorganized public domain , were carried
for administration in Clackamas County, O. T. until the organization of Nebraska
Territory on May 30, 1854.

Coming to the Texas forts , reference is again made to the most interesting
chapter on forts ( Number 8) in Alex L. tel' Braake's Texas, The Drama of Its
Postal Past (Ref. 50).

Fort Chadbourne, Texas
This post was established on October 28, 1852, and was located on the

east bank of Oak Creek, about three miles above its junction with the Colorado
River, in central Texas. Its mission was to protect the emigrant route from Fort
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Smith, Arkansas, from the Comanche Indians. Fo rt Chadbourne was named for
a second lieutenant of that name who was killed in the battle of Resaca de
Pa lma on May 9, 1846. Th e post became a way station on the main route of the
Butterfi eld Overland Mail on January 28, 1859, and so continued until the fort
sur rendered to the Confederacy on March 23, 1861, by order of the department
commander, Brig. Genera l David E. Twi ggs. Fort Chadbourne was re-occupied
by the arm y for six months in May of 1867.

One postal marking is known :
1) Ft Chadbourne, Jan 26, 1861 in manuscript.
One cover only has been report ed, used with 55. It shows routing "via Ft.

Smith and Memp his Overland Mail" in manu script, and is illustrated in Mr. ter
Braake's book ( Ref. 50 ) .

Fort Clark, Texas
This post was established on Jun e 20, 1852, and was located on Las Moras

Creek near the present town of Brackettville. Fort Clark was a link in the
frontier (and bord er ) defense system and helped guard the San Antonio-EI Paso
road. First called Fort Riley, it was designated Fort Clark on July 16, 1852.
Th is post was also surrendered to the Confederacy on March 19, 1861, by order
of Gen. Twiggs. Fort Clark was re-occupi ed by the U. S. Army on December
10, 1866, and was thereafter garrisoned continuously un til 1946. The post had
postal receip ts of $44.00 in 1859 ( Ref. 53 ).

Two postal markings are known:
1) Fort Clark Tex, July 2, 1857 in manuscri pt.

Diagram # 23

2 ) FORT CLARK, TEX/D/yrjC33 (Diagram #23)
One cover with marking # 1 on 52 has b een repor ted; two covers with mark

ing # 2 have been reported , one used with S5 and the other with 55 on a 3c
Nesbitt envelope . Both of the latt er are illustra ted in Ref. 50.

Fort Davis, Texas
This post was established on October 7, 1854. It was located in the mouth

of a canyon about one half mile south of Lympi a Creek (north of the present
town of Fort Davis ) . It s mission was to gua rd the bord er with Mexico and the
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in cove rs of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers . In United State s, we stock Trans -Atlan tic, Registered,
Spe cial Delive ry and other special usages. We usuall y have a few Terri
to rials and Western s, and we are strong in Hawa ii. We do not stock
United States stamps at al l.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 02108
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El Paso-San Antonio road (upon which it was located ), and to control the
Comanche Indians. Fort Davis was named for the then Secretary of War, Jefferson
Davis. The post was a way station on the south ern (EI Paso-San Antonio )
branch of the Butterfield Overland Mail. Evacuated on April 13, 1861, by order
of General Twiggs, it was temporarily occupied by Confederate troops , and
by the roving bands of Mexicans and Indians who largely destroyed the post.
It was temporarily re-occupied by the 1st California Cavalry in September,
1862. The post was permanently re-occupied by the 9th U. S. Cavalry on July 1,
1867, and completely rebuilt. Thereafter it was garrisoned until Jun e 30, 1891.
Fort Davis had postal receipts of $146.00 in 1859 (Ref. 53).

One postal marking is known during this period:

Di.gr.m # 24

1) FORT DAVIS TEXAS /D/yr/C33~ (Diagram # 24)
Three covers have been reported. Two on 3c Nesbitt envelopes ( the first

is illustrated in Figure 8) . The other is dated March 11, 1861, and the use of the
envelope was declar ed invalid by the postm aster at destination and was marked
"Due 3c." The third cover is on a 3c star die envelope. All three covers are
illustrated in Ref. 50.

Figure B
An interesting ex.mple of two r.re fort m.rklngs on the same cover. Ft. Buch.n.n. New Mexico. Sept . 3, lB60,
c.rrled by Butterfield Overl.nd M.i1 to Fort D.vi s .nd was forw.rded Sept . 9th to e.gle P.... Texas. Courte sy
of Floyd Risvold .

Camp Hudson, Texas
This post was established on June 7, 1857, and was located where the EI

Paso-San Antonio road crosses the Devils River (forty miles northwest of the
present town of Del Rio ). It was named after a 2d Lieutenant who died on April
19, 1850, of wounds received in action with the Indi ans near Laredo. Established
as a part of the fronti er and border d efense system, its mission was similar to
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those of the preceding forts. It was a way station on th e southern branch of
the Butterfi eld Overland Mail. Camp Hudson was garrisoned intermittentl y
until March 17, 1861, when it, too, was abandoned to the Confed erates. The post
was briefly re-occupied by fed eral troops after the Civil War, and was perma
nently abandoned on April 12, 1868.

One postal marking is known:
1 ) Camp Hudson Texas March 19th 1860 in manuscript.
On e cover and a front have been reported , both used with S5. Both are

addressed by Lt. ( later Maj . Gen.) Zenius Randall Bliss to his fiancee (according
to the late Raynor Hubbel), and are illustrated in Ref. 50.

Fort Quitman, Texas

This post was estab lished on Sep tember 28, 1858, and was locat ed on the
north bank of the Rio Grande River ( the Mexican border ) about 70 miles below
El Paso. It was another post in the system of border and frontier defenses, and
was named for Maj . Gen . Anthony Qui tman, who died in the summer of 1858.
This post was also a wa y station on th e sou thern branch of the Butterfield Over
land Mail. Fort Quitman, too , was evac uated on Apr il 5, 1861, by order of Gen.
Twiggs, and occu pied by Confederate troops. The post was re-occupied by the
2d California Cavalry on Augus t 22, 1862, and again aba ndo ned in 1863. It was
again re-occupied by th e U. S. Army on January 1, 1868, and garrisoned until
January, 1877.

There is one posta l marking known :

Diag ram # 25

1) FORT QUITMAN TEXAS / 0 / C33 ( Diagram #25 )
On e cover has been reported with S5 used on a 3c Star Die envelop e, and

is illustrated in Ref. 50. Dated February 1, 1861, it is a first day cover of Texas
as an independent state, and is illustrated in Ref. 50.

Forts Belknap, Lancaster , McKavett and Mason also had post offices in
1859 ( Ref . 53 ), but no stamped covers of the period have as yet been repor ted
from any of them. At leas t one stampless cover is known from Fort Belknap,
which had postal receipts of $156.00 in 1859, making it the most active military
post in Texas. Can 't someone find a new cover from Fort Belknap?

( T o be continue d)
COLLECTION OF UNPAID U. S. PICK-UP CARRIER FEE
Th e lat e Maurice C. Blake reported that an unpaid carrier collection fee

of the U. S. carrier service at Boston could be collected from the addressee
without delaying the letter by applying a "Due 1 cent" marking to the letter,
provided it was sent in the period from August 20 to October 20, 1860, but that
if mailed after that date, the letter was Held for Postage. An illus tration of such
a cover is on page ll8 of USPM.

Apparently the same usage was in effect at Philadelphia, as evidenced by a
cover reported by J\'1r. H. M. Spelman III bearing a pair of S5's and the "Due
1 Ct" marking pictured in our "newly reported" list in this issue. The letter is
dated Oct. 9, 1860, is postmarked by th e sma ll Philadelphia octa gon, and is
addressed to j ew York City.

-Tracy W. Simp son
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CALIFORNIA RANCH POSTOFFICES
USPM Schedule A-7, Toummarks Denoting Industries, mentions "ranch"

postoffices as not strictly industrial, but closely related to such use. Those in
California sufficientl y important to have nam e handstamps are believed to be
as follows:

Postmaster's
Com-

pensation
Date Diameter Let- Year Endin g

Established Postoffice Name County in mm. ters June, 1859

3/15/1858 CALLAHANS RANCH Siskiyou 26 Sans- 83.01
serif

6/2/1855 EMPIRE RA CH Yuba 34 Serif 315.49
11/21/1853 JOHNSONS RANCH Sutter 33~O Serif 23.79
10/11/1853 SNELLINGS RANCHE Mariposa Oval" 0 Sans- 19.66

serif
10/21/1851 STAPLES RANCH Sutter 33 Serif 55.96
9/17/1861 TAYLORS RANCH Plumas 3H Sans-

serif

o Double-lines circle.
00 Concentric ovals.

Th e Callahans Ranch townmark, recentl y reported and noted as Illustra
tion A, is from a correspondence consisting mostly of manuscript townmarks
from this postoffice. Apparently the handstamp was received quite late in our
period . Many of the official postoffice names have an apostrophe before the
final s, but mostly these were omitted in the handstamp,

ad~
B

A

c

. NAME·OF·BOAT MARKINGS, MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES

Th e four markings reported by Mr. B. Edwards, Jr. (see Illustrations C and
D ) deserve special comment. The IATAN and the SARAH GORDON markings
do not appear in the Klein lists as on covers of the period or in the Huber list
of river steamboat advertisements, thou gh both are in the Lytle List, which
shows the IATAN as having been built in Cincinnati in 1858 with home port of
St. Louis, and the SARAH GORDON as built in New Albany, Indiana, in 1850,
with home port of New Orleans. She did not run after 1856.

The P.R.R. in the IATAN markin g sugges ts ownership by the Pacific Rail
road , which might perh aps have used the boat as an extension of its service
out of St. Louis. Mr. C. L. Tow le, our Railroad section editor, however , reports
that after checking known sources he finds no hint that this railroad owned a
boat. Can any read er offer an explanation?

.~. Th e IATAN marking is on a letter bearing a New Orleans townmark of
Dec. 18, 1859. It is addressed to Texas and apparently entered the mail at
New Orleans as its S5 stamp is tied with a straight line New Orleans STEAM
BOAT. The SARAH GORDON is in blue, but is so faint that the exact shap e
of the letterscannot be determined. The letter is dated Mar. 17, 1852. It is ad-
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ADVERTISED nne 1Ct

q-

dr essed to New Orl eans and apparently it entered the mails th ere from the
steamboat.

The other two of Mr. Edward's markings are reported becau se they had not
been noted on covers of the per iod bearing sta mps or on Nesbi tts at the time
USPM was published . Th e 'WOODFORD cove r was mai led at Memphis; her
home port was Louisville. Both markings are illustrat ed in th e Klein , list..
NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U. S. MAILS

Referen ces to USP M in the Chronicle ref er to the Societ y-sponsored book . U. S. 1'005/ 111 Ma rk 
illgs II/Id R elat ed M ail Se ruices by Tracy W. Sim pson .

Not illust rated A-32
(See Klei n No. 73)

SI B. Ed wards , Jr.

S5 n. Ed wards. Jr.
S2 R. L. Le wen tha l

Used R ep ort ed
lFith By

S4 T . Wi erenga

S4 T . Wi cr cnga

U I6 R . L. Lewcntha l

Desa iIII iOIl

(d imellsio ll ill mi llim et ers)

HIB ER NI A / D/ FLA. K3-3-1 d l c

DET RO IT / D / MAINE K3-3-1 V2 dl c

CA LLA HANS R AN CH /D / CAL
C-25Y2 (See tex t)

adv I I x -IY2 Pl acerville . Ca l.

STEAME R IA T A N /D /P .R.R. d bl
C-3-1 (Sce tex t)

ST EAl\IE R / SA RAH GORDON d b l
oval 35x50 (See tex t)

STEA ME R CHARMER / R. 3c Nesbi tt B. Edwa rds . Jr.
H O LM ES/ CLER K/ Cap t. W. O.

WI LSO N d b l ova l 25x 32 (See tex t)

A-32

A-27a

A-32

A-2

A-2

A-7

USPM
Sch ed ule

D

B

C

No t illust ra ted

No t illustrat ed

A

Illust rat ion
No.

Not illust rated A-32
(See Klein No .

599A)

LOUISVILLE/AN D/NEW O R LEANS/ S5 B. Ed wa rds , Jr.
PACK ET WOO DFORD/JAS.MATHER /
MAST ER dbl zig-zag lin e 31x-l6

(See text)

E

F

G

A-2

A-27a

A-27c

Ali/meso /a
SAU K RAPIDS/D /M K6-36

(T he " 1''' of t hc origina l " l\I.T ."
has been dele ted a nd "in" added
in mss to convert the territ or ial
mark in g to a slate m a rk in g)

ADVERTISE D 4\ Y2x5 Detroi t . Mi ch .

Du e I ct (20x6)
Ap plied at Ph ilad elphia Oc t. 9.
1860, for co llect ion of nnpa id
U. S. pic kup ca rrier fec. See tex t.

55

S5

S5

H . xr.Spel ma n III

H . l\1.Spe lma n III

H. M. Spe lma n III
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
Pacific Crossings from Japan, 1858-79, has arou sed a good deal of interest,

but an unfortunate goof in the address of the source from which the monograph
may be secured has caused a few pr oblems. Th e correct address is Mr. Murray
H. Schefer/ 530 East Indian Spring Drive/ Silver Spring, Md., 20901. The price
is $1, including postage. The address given on page 80 of Chronicle No. 66 has
an incorrect stree t number.

We have received reports of covers from several members and the data
derived should shed considerable light on the sub ject.

Dave Baker is bu sy making up a new slide show on the 1861 stamps. Dave
needs slides of several items really to round out the show well. Foremost in his
needs, is a slide of the Aug. 17, 1861 use of the l c stam p from Baltimore, Mary
land , which is the first known usage of any stamp of this issue. In addition,
slides of proofs and essays of the 24c may fill a need. If those with such material
will send it to the Period Editor, he will make the slides.

There have been continued rep orts of covers with the China/ Japa n Steam
Service marking, and these are much apprec iated. A fairly thorough record will
be required to work out all the data desired to assemble on this project.

Mr. William H. Semsrott advises of another cover bearing the "Army of The
American Eagle" notation as illustrated on page 27 of Chronicle No. 65. At the
time, since the cover illustrated bore no stamp, was postmarked , and also the
printed legend included the words "Officia l Business," we questioned if the
cover was actua lly mailed free an d why? Mr. Semsrott's cover rather demolishes
this idea as it bears a 3c 1861 stamp, with Chicago c.d.s., the stamp being tied
with a circle of 8 negative wed ges.

Mr. J. D. Baker sends us a Xerox of the front of a dealer's mail sale cat alog
port raying a large piece of cover addressed to Montevideo wit h a pair of 90c
1861 stamps and a Lond on, Paid transit marking dated November 7, 1863. Th is
is probabl y an addition to the listings of 90c 1861 covers, also mad e by Mr. Baker,
which appeared in the Chronicle in Vol. 17, No.1, (Whole o. 48) and Vol.
20, No. 2, (Whole No. 58) . We say "probably" because this may have been
listed as an item which just shows a sale lot number with no description.

Mr. Scott Gallagher sends us a Xerox of a Fort Smith, Ark./ July 20, 1864
usage of a 3c 1861 on cover. This is the usual straightline marking used by the
occupation forces, such as was shown on page 65 of Chronicle No. 55. Th is is
only a week afte r the earliest use of which we have record, which was of
July 13, 1864. Mr. N. L. Persson also rep orts a Fort Smith straigh tline on a 3c
1861 cover with a Novemb er, 1864 date.

Mr. T. J. Alexander has sent a Xerox copy of a legal size cover bearing 12c
postage consisting of a 10c type V 1857 stamp plus a pair of l c 1861 stamps. The
cover was used from Huntin gdon, Pa. to election officials in Huntingdon County,
on Oct 8, 1861 and contained election blanks. Th e cover also bears an address
on the back, apparently sending the election returns to the postmaster at Hunt
ingdon, who probably received the cover under his free frank, since no addi
tional postage was paid . Mr. Alexander advises this cover was offered to him for
sale as an interesting example of mixed usage of the two issues. Such usages are
not common, but are occasiona lly seen.
PLEASE SEE PAGE 140 FOR AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE!

-R. B. GRAHAM
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THE HARRISBURGH LEGISLATIVE USAGES;
PRECANCELED 1861 STAMPS?

EDWIN A. CHRIST AND RICHARD B. GRAHAM

From early 1864 to ea rly in 1869, letters maile d by member s of the Penn
sylva nia Legislature were franked by stamps bearing some sort of control
mark or pr ecan celati on. These cove rs bear the signature of th e sender, always
a member of eithe r th e State Senate or House of Representati ves, and the stamps
were often applied over th e signa ture. Fi gure 1 shows the earliest example
of th ese noted by the authors . Here, the onl y cance lla tion on the stamps are
rul ed ink lines, obv iously app lied to the stamps in shee t form. From the appear
ance of these covers, it is probable that the legislators, afte r sealing and signing
their letters, tu rned them over to a centra l authority, suc h as a Senate or Hou se
Master-at-Arms or clerk who applied the sta mps. The covers wer e then sent to
the Harrisburgh postoffi ce whi ch accepte d the cove rs with their already can
ce lled stamps. The Harrisburgh postoffi ce did usually apply a town circu lar
da testamp, and, in lat er yea rs often recancelled the sta mps. A dup lex was
sometimes invo lved but again, not invariably.

The question about these items-and, ind eed, with all 19th century items
with some sor t of precancella tion or control mark before ente ring the mails
is as to their exact na ture. Are they rea lly pr ecancels?

Loosely defined, a precanceled stamp is one that has been canc eled prior
to use. Precancel buffs take a narrower view. The Precancel Stamp Society,
Inc., at their 1968 con vention, ad opted a resolution whi ch included th e restrictive
definition , "A precanceled sta mp, or precancel, is an adhesive posta ge ( or rev
enue) stamp that has been canc eled, under pr oper authority, with a device
designed solely for this purpose befor e bein g affixed to mail ( or taxabl e ) matter .
Posta ge stamps that ha ve been cance led with parts of discarded precancel
devices relegated to post ca nce ling service are not pr ecancels."! ( Other portions
deal with postal sta tionery).

Th e same resolution describ es "A prooisional. precancel (as) an adhesive
stamp that has been canceled with an implement NOT designed specifically
for precan celing, but before being affixed. Generally it can not be identified as
precanceled once it is removed from the pap er to whi ch it was later affixed.
Provi sional imprints do not necessarily fit the stamp; examples ar e: parcel post
cancelers; single line handstamps int ended for use on post office forms; printed
bars, lines , or slugs; and even pen , pencil, or crayon marks.?"

With these precise definitions firm ly in mind, we may nevertheless assume
that the purpose of precanceling is to the end of the convenience or effici ency
of the Post Office Department and/or of the user. In substance, and without
extrapolation, the cit ed pas sages supra, dea l with the structural rather than with
the func tional aspects of the stamp ca lled a precancel, that is, wi th th e "what"
rat her than the "w hy."

Continuing this line of reasoning, then, "prec ancele d" stamps may serve
many functions, including 1) labor-saving, 2 ) identification, 3 ) acco unting , 4)
protection, as from theft or mis-use, 5 ) expe dition of mail to addressee by
eliminating various steps in handling, and so on .

H the fun ction of precanceling stamps serves an y sing le one or combination
of the above, the sta mp may be conside red either a "prec ancel" or a "provisiona l
precancel" within the limits of the definitions given, even though oth er struc 
tural eleme nts may serve the same function (s); e.g., th e Kans. and Ne br. over 
prints wer e int ended to provide "protection" following postoffice thefts , thus
functioned as pr ecancels might also function ; but, of course , the Kans. and
N ebr. stamps are not precanc els. Lik ewise, "pe rfins" (s tamps with perforated
initials, monograms, or other ide ntifying insignia of th e firm using them ) serve
the same function , but ar e not "precancels."

The point is made th at the marking on a stamp may be defined as "precan
celation" quite indep endent ly of the fun ction, so lon g as that marking serves as
a cancel and requires no additional obliteration or marking. Perhaps the 1969
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Figure 1.
A vertical strip of three of the early Harrisburgh precancel, with ruled lines in black , on light brown llth
ographed Pennsylvania Senate Chamber legal size cover. Used from Harrisburgh May 4, 1864 , with black
datestamp.



FIGURE 2.
The Jefferson, Ohio printed "precance l" on a Black Jack.

Chr istmas precancels ( New Haven, CT; Atlanta, GA; Bal timore, MD ; Memphis,
TN) wh ich not only requir ed no additiona l cancelation, but which were eligible
for use everywhe re in the United States, clarifies the point, here; how ever the
precanceled postal cards ( UX46c, UX48, et. seq. ) are "universal" and perhap s
set the sta ge for the 1969 Christmas expe rime ntal precancels.

W ith this preamble, it should be abunda nt ly clear th at th ere are some
ra ther fuzzy and indist inct lines needing sha rpening in the use of terminology!
Historicall y, and without ben efit of tigh t definition, the first U. S. pr ecancel is
to be found on the 1844 Hale locals ( L I57, LI58 ), consistin g of crossed pen
strokes. The Wheeling, Va. grid on U.S. # 1 ( $450.00, und er CANCELLAnONS )
is conside red to be the first true "precancel" on an adhesive of governme nt
origi n, and th e "Printed precancellation PAID or Paid ) on Scott's Nos. 7 and 9
are also acc epted as "precancels," not only by the editors of Scott's Specialized
U. S. cata log, but by the editors of Hoover Brothers' Official Precancel Stamp
Catalog.'

The editors of Scott's Specialized have been most erratic in their determina
tion of what is conside red qualified to be lab eled precancelled. Although pre
cancel cognocenti generally accept the penstroked Hale local and the han d
stamped grid on # 1 as precanceled (which Scott lists but does not identify
as precan celed). Scott evidently pr efers to list as precancelled. only tho se classics
which ha ve printed cance ling markings. In th e 1861 period, onl y the Cumberland,
Maine and Jefferson , Ohio markin gs are recognized by Scott as precancelled:'
The form er is listed onl y for the l c 1861 stamp, althou gh a Black Jack cover,
with the marking covering the stamp is shown on page 34 of The Black Jacks
of 1863-1867, by Maurice F. Cole. The Jefferson, Ohio marking, illustrated
herewith as Figure 2, is known on both the Black Jack, # 73, and also on the 2c
1869 stamp , according to the ca talog. The Cu mberla nd precancel is listed as
bein g known on the l c Type V, Scott's No. 24, and also th e 3c Types I and Type
II , os. 25 and 26, of the 1857 issue. It is not listed on th e T ype II a, No. 26a, al
though it would reall y be no sur prise to learn that th is marking exists upon that
stamp.

The Cumberland precan cels were first discu ssed in Maine Postal History and
Postmarks, by Sterling T. Dow. They were used by one Horace I. Gray, printer ,
on flyers addressed to various public official s. While most of these appeared on
cove rs bearin g his own corner card , some are also known on covers of a
Portland firm for whom Gray apparently did printing. Since the Cumberland
precan cels were not cancelled in sheets, apparently bein g placed on the covers
prior to their bein g run th rou gh the printing press wh ere the enve lope address
and corn er card as well as the printed cancella tion was applied, these really do
not qu alify as precan cels! They were not cancelled "before being affixed to ma il
or taxabl e matter." Aside from th is, they do ha ve a good cla im as precancels,
since th ey were at least cancelled before deliver y to the post office and the covers
bear no oth er cancellation. Altho ugh not certa in, it appears probable that the
Jefferson, Ohio precancel was also run through a printing press after being
affixed to a blank envelope. Although few of these markings are at th e same
angle relati ve to th e stamp, photos of known covers show the stamp as
crooked (frequently) and the marking placed ver tically and neatl y aligned with
the right hand edge of the envelope . In other words, the printed legend .i s
"square with the world" if the stamp is not. If this theory is tru e, then the Jeffer -
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A cork roll er (1), in black , used to preca ncel
e nvelope, w ith no other po stal marking .

ye llow Pennsylvan ia Senat e Chamber lithogroph ed

Figur e 4.
A blue precancelling band on a 3c " F" grill , probably used in 1867 or 1868 . On fle sh colored all ove r House
of Repre sentative s lithograph cov er , w ith b lack Ha"isburgh cancel and smudge cork killer (not duplexed ) on
stamp. (From the Robert L. D. Davidson collection.)

son, Ohio items also would not qualify as precancels under the definition cited
above. Just the same, it is obvious that both the Cumberland and Jefferson
items have some sort of status as precancels when viewed from the functional
aspect.

This brings us to the Harrisburgh Legislati ve usages. Several more of
these are shown in Figures 3 through 6: From our previously cited definition,
these covers all qu alify as provisional precancel usages, since all the stam ps
were apparently defaced (cancelled?) in sheet form and then separated before
being applied to their covers. Th e earlier usages indicate these cancellations
were recognized by the Harrisburgh post office, since no other cancellation was
ap plied. In later years , if a duplex instrument" was in use, the pr ecan celed
stamp often , but not always, received a second cance l at the post office.
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Figure 5.
Simil., to Figure 4, except on pal. gr••n Sanat. envelope. Stamp is " F" grill, Scott No. 94 . Probably uled
In 1868, .. canceller II duplexed.

There is no qu estion but what the stamps used at Harrisburgh were first
obliterated in sheet form. Th e stamps on the cover of Figure 1 were obliterated
by neatly ruled pen marks horizontally and vertica lly across th e shee t, the vertica l
lines being hea vy and in dashes and the hori zontal lines lighter and continuous.

The stamp on the cover shown in Figure 3 appears as if it were cancelled
in shee t form with a perforated surfaced cork roller of some sort , th e ink being
black. Th e cancellat ion was accepted by the Harrisburgh post office who applie d
no oth er marking to the cover. Th e covers shown as Figures 4 and 5 are both
usages of precancelled "F" grilled 3c stamps on cover . Both precancellin g
bars are in a br ight blue, and both covers are also struck with a Harrisburgh
duplex black marking which also applies a seco nd ca nce llation to the stamp.
Figure 6 illustrates what is the lat est of these covers presently recorded. This
was used in March of 1869 and the precancelling bar on th e stamp is a black
brush applied continuous stripe, as indicated by th e appeara nce. Th e stamp
is also an "F" grill.

Not illustrated , but submitte d through the courtesy of Mr. R. L. D. Da vid
son is a cover bear ing a Black Jack with a blue pr ecancellin g bar . Th e stamp
is the "D" grill , Scott's No. 84 on a cover with a Bolton's Hotel, Harrisburgh
corn er card. As the corner card is embossed and the blue smudge would not
show well in a black and white photograph, no attempt was made to portray
this unusual cover . Th e cover also bears a Harrisburgh duplex marking with
Jan. 9 date and a smudge cancel, in black, on the stamp.

The practice of memb ers of a legislature endorsing th eir mail and postage
apparently being charged at the post office was a procedure used at one tim e
or another by man y states, evidently including Pennsylvani a before the pre
cance ls were used . A cover exists, illustrated in Vol. II of Mr. Lester Brook
man's Th e United States Postage Stamps of th e 19th Ce ntury, page 19, with a
similar use from the New York State Department of Public In struction at Albany.
Here, the stamp, a 3c 1861, is precanceled (?) with two penmarks and then was
cancelled at the postoffice by an Alba ny c.d.s. Mr . Brookman prefers to call
the pen marks "control marks" to prevent a possibl e theft probl em, wh ich seems
logical.

In Th e Harry F. Allen Collection of Black Jacks, Mrs. Marye tte B. Lan e
illustrates ( F ig. 45, page 33) a cover used from Rochester , New York with a
2c Black Jack stamp obviously from a sheet of stamps cancelled before appli
cation with overlapping circular Rochester postmarks. Other possible manuscript
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Figure 6.
An 1869 use of a Harrisburgh precancel . Stamp is the " F" grill, precancelled by a brushed blac k ink band
(ox id ized to brown). Pennsylvania House of Rapresentat ive lithograph is fl esh co lored , duplex cancel and killer
are bl ack . (From th e Robert L. D. Davidson collection.)

precancels are known, and with most of these, the obv ious ob jective was to save
labor. In the cases of the legislative or sta te government precance ls, a different
motive is also possible. This is as a mea ns of accounting.

We noted above that both the Ohio and Pennsylvania legislatur es were
known to use systems of mail handling where use of a charge account was
evidently the objective. Certainly the Harrisburg precan cels wou ld make account
ing procedures of this na ture quite simple, for the stamps used could be counted
by the sheet , an d the other benefi ts of identifiable stamps bei ng used wou ld
also be available. Perhaps the stamps were prepared by the doz ens of sheets;
perhaps onl y a sheet at a time was prepared. In any case, the later methods of
cancellation were much easier to accomplish than were the early ruled lines.

Under the definition of the Precancel Stamp Society , the Harrisburgh
precancels wou ld qualify as provisional precancels. So we have the rather im
probab le situation that the 1861 stamps cataloged by Scott as being precancelled
are not so by the Precancel Stamp Society definitions, and oth er 1861 period
stamps, not so cataloged by Scott, do fit the P.S.S. definition well. As noted
pr eviousl y, the rather fuz zy lines of definition need resolution. In the meantime,
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whether acc epted by all as precancels or not, the Cumberland, Jefferson, Harris
burgh and similar classic stamps, properly used on cover, remain items adding
to the interest of any specialized collection.

1 Report of Resolu tions Com mittee: Resolution IV (I) ; wh ich appears in Precancel Stam .p
Society Yearbook/ 1968,1969, p. 10.

~ O/J. cit., IV (4), p, I I.
II 1940. 16th edition, Part I, page 581.
4 As a point of interest , precan cel collector s prefer the "one I" spelli ng of precanceled -s-u.

is not a matter of consisten cy 01' lack of it that we use bot II acceptable spe llings in this article:
rather , we wish to be correct on bot h sides of the fenc e!
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THE 90c GRILLED 1861 STAMP
Th e notes on Mr. Meyer Tu chinsky's 90c grilled with the layout lines and

position dots brought a considerable response, Messrs. Elliott Perry, William K.
Herzog and a few others reporting copi es or commenting. At present there
have been three singles (one unu sed) , a used strip of three and a used block
of four all reported as showing the layout lines and position dots. However our
statement that the entire printing could have been one run is clearly nullified
by it being pointed out that both the ungrilled and grilled exist in more than
one shade . Ob viously, this ind icates severa l printings. However , th e indication
remains strong that most of the grills were made from th e very first group of
1861 printings. Which is to say that when the existing stocks were gr illed in
1867, th e extreme bottom of the stack of shee ts, undisturbed since 1861, being
the last grilled , were the topmost sheets of the stack of grill ed stamps. Thus, the
first usages of the grilled 90c 1861 stamps were from th e oldest printings.

Our attention was also called to the probability that the 90c plate cou ld
have been the last mad e in the bustle to get stamps of all th e new issue into the
hands of the public in the fall of 1861. Because of this rush, possibly, to theorize
a bit, the 90c plate was never "cleaned up" to erase the layout lines carefully
as is usually don e before a stamp plate is first put to press.

Th e illustration ' on page 83 is not quite accurate, having been don e on a
cut as observed from a color slide. There are two errors. First, th e horizontal
line shown as passing completely across Washington's face actually is only a
fragment in the margin at the left which protrudes into th e design two or three
mm. Th e right hand portion of the stamp does have the posi tion dots as shown,
but the central horizontal line does not show at all at that point. T he other pos
sible error stems from the fact there is no position dot at top right, although
both the vertical line (v ery faint) and the low er right position dot do exist, the
central position dot falling exactly on the stamp border above th e "S" of cents
as shown, and the lower position dot being visible only because th e stamp has
full perforations. From th ese dots and line, it may be shown that this stamp
comes from a position in the left vertical row of the left pane, probably 91 L.
Th e method of plate layout and the reasoning behind this statement may be
better understood by reading pages 11-17 of Mrs . Maryette Lane's book on
the Black Jack. Those pages discuss layout of plates such as Plate 18, from which
the 90c was printed , and were written at least partially by Mr. Elliott Perry.

Mr. Perry advises us that he did indeed sell a 90c grilled on a "cour t house"
( lega l size, plus) cover with a 3c green many years ago , and that he be lieves
one oth er 90c grill ed on cover may exist.

Th e Period Editor had one other goof in reporting on Mr. Tuchinsky's 90c
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grill. T his was th e comment that fewer of the stamps were used each yea r due
to for eign ra te de cre ases. Wh ile th e number of 90c stamps used on collectible
size covers undo ubtedly did decrease, the records of delivery of stamps to post
offices do not indicate th is. As a matter of fact, th e 86,510 90c stamps delivered
in 1867 was th e lar gest number betw een 1862 and 1868.
IOWA STRAIGHTLINES OF THE 1861 ERA

In the files of Mr. Henry A. Meyer were the photos of th e two covers
illustrated herewith. Both are from small towns in Iowa and both were probably
submitted to Mr . Meyer shortly before his death. Th e Iconium loa. item is be
lieved to have been submitted by Mr. Horace W. Poole. No record was appar
ently made of the owner of th e other cover. Th e Iconium cover is of 1863 vintage,
as proved by the backstamp "Received/ Cairo.Ill ." of June 30, 1863. The year
date of the Lynn ville markin g is not clear but is believed to be 1866.
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FERNANDINA, FLORIDA
Thi s ra ther mund ane cover represents one of th e more scarce occupation

usages, according to the writer's records. Ju st three have been recorded in some
six years of sea rching. Reports of oth er Fernandina covers would be appreciated
by the Period Editor.

There are actua lly two possible occupation periods. The post office at thi s
Florida town was possibly operated for a tim e immediately after the town was
occupied by Federal troops on March 4, 1862. Ho wever , Fernandina was dis
continued as a post office on Oct. 15, 1863, according to th e National Archi ves'
records. It was reopened on 27 April , 1863.
WATERWAYS ROUTE AGENT MARKINGS
This issue of the Chronicle presents Plate X of the current series of wa ter

ways markings from the Henry A. Meyer records which show th e steamboat
route age nt markings other than the steamboat R.P.O.'s. The two plates we have
skipped-Nos. VIII and IX, will appear in the next issue of the Chronicle. Plate X
illustrates severa l new markings, stemming from the plates alrea dy published ,
plus full strikes of a few partials listed, plus strikes of markings listed by Mr.
Meyer which he had not ph otographed . While there will undoubtedl y be more
reports, we felt that a full page of additions was best to publish now rather th an
delay further.

Most of the markin gs shown came from Ch arles Towle, but we wish to
thank Alan Atkins and Leonard Turley for sending covers to check against
photos or to fill "holes." Reports giving further data on various markings were
also received from Dr. Donald B. Johnstone and oth ers, some of whose data we
apparently have misfiled. With respect to those whose names were not mentioned ,
please again advise us of what you have submitted .

We would also like to thank Alan Atkins for sending us, in Xerox form , a
complete record of his waterways Kentucky covers. This has enabled us (since
Mr. Atkins has advised us that the Xerox he uses duplicates exact size within
2 or 3 percent ) to check the protographic records of Mr . Meyer for sizes of the
markings. "Exact size" photography is not always exact; without original ma
terial for comparison, there is no way of knowing whe n photo rec ords are off,
even when dimensions are given. In fact dim ensional measurements as taken by
two different collectors measuring two different strikes from the same instru
ments (and with scales which may be 3 or 4% off correc t scale-so mu ch for
plastic scales) can often read a marking a millimeter differen ce in th e diameter .
And letter height measurements may be even more un certain . For example, letters
in a marking may be, for example, 3~ mm high. This dimension would probably
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be reported by some as 3 mm ; by some as 4 mm, and some as 3Mmm-neglecting
those who read sca les incorrectly. Just the same, where we are working from
photographic records, we intend to use measurements as reports, just to avoid
major errors and confusions.

PLATE X
It em Description Period
1-12 Listed in Plate I, but no pic ture. Tracing furnished

by Charles Towle. 1878
II -3 Listed in Plate II , bu t no tracing. Tracing furnis hed

by Charles Towle. 1883
II-3a Submitted by Alan Atkins as II-3 , but probably from a

similar but sligh tly different instrument. 1884
X-I GENEVA & ' VATKINS/ AGT, 27 mm. Purple, WYD , Towle. 1880
II-ll Listed as partial in Plate II . Complete tracin g from Char les Towle
X-2 JAMES RIV./ AGT , 20 mm. black. With star in 21 mm circle

killer , black. From Char les Towle. Banknote.
X-3 MEM. & VICKS ';AGT. 25Mmm., black. From Towle. 1879
X-4 MEMP. & VICKS ';AGT. 26 mm., black. Nega tive "N" killer.

From Charles Towle. 1884
X-5 MOBILE & N.O./ AGT. , Meas. and color not give. Banknote.
X-6 M. CITY & N. IBERIA/ AGT. 26 Black. Towl e. Banknote.
V-6B N.O.BAYOU GOU';AGT. 26, Black. Complete tracing (including

correct wording ) from Charles L. Towl e. 1875
X-7 .0 . & VICKS. RIV. M., 34 mm, black. Meyer records. 1857
X-8 N.O. & Pt. Eads, M/S, black. Towle. 1878
X-9 N.Y. & BOSTON STMB & RRR, 36/37 mm. See Remel e NIL

This marking is a combination Steamboat & RR Terminal
marking, according to Remele. 1857

X-lO Route Agt/ April 5, M/S, (Ka nawha R Steamboat on Charleston,
W. Va.-Gallipolis, O. route.) Towle. 1871

X-ll PORT T. & N. TACOMA/AGT., 25Mblack. Towle. 1882
X-12 JESSE HOYT/ R & D.B.R.R , 22-14MD. Circle, black.

Probably an agent, but not certain. The Jesse Hoyt
was a steamboat on the New York-Port Monmouth run
connecting with a railroad. Towle. 1860's.

X-13 ST. FRAN. & N.O';AGT., 26 black. Towle. 1876
X-13 THE D. & PORTL'D/AGT. (Type II ) 26 black. Towle Banknote.
X-15 THE D. & PORTL'D/AGT. (Type I) 26Mblack. Towle. Banknote.
THE STRANGE COLOR STORY OF THE 1861 ISSUE
CLIFFORD L. FRIEND-. -

It has been several decades since most philatelists and stude nts of the
class ical Un ited Sta tes issue of 1861 realized that they were dealing with a most
difficult asp ect of iden tification for the various values of this issue when "color"
was the guide. Color naming of this issue is quite confusing.

This was true in the days of John N. Luff ; of Dr. Carroll Chase and Stanley
B. Ashbrook and of more modern writers such as Ellio tt Perry, Lester G. Brook
man and Jerome Wagshal . And it is certain that until better mean s of designating
color exists, the problem of the 1861 colors will be with us.

In the interest of setting the stage for relating the story of the early colors
of the 1861 stamps, a bri ef review of the events leading up to the issue is in
order. Wh en Postmas ter Montgomery Blair took office, he soon learned that the
contract, then held by Toppan, Carpenter & Co., for printing pos tage stamps,
was to expire on Tune 30, 1861. He promptly advertised for bids on a new con
tract to become effective on Jul y 1, 1861. However, it is doubtful tha t he rea lized
at that time that a completely new set of designs would be require d as soon as
was the case nor that the old contract shou ld not be extended as was often later
done when time for preparing new stamp s was short. He did, however, require
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th at all bids we re to be in b y April 30, and required the accepted bidder would
prep are designs and furnish pr oof impressions of the several denominations re
quired.

The remainder of the eve nts were about as detailed in the chronology of
Reverend W. Brewster Willcox, as given in the Chronicle for February, 1970.
This chronology indicates that a very lar ge amount of work was done by the
successfu l bidder, th e National Bank Note Compan y, in a very short period of
tim e. Here wa s a company, only in existence since the fall of 1859, who met the
cha llenge of far olde r competitors very well. It seems obvious that the National
Bank Note Co. wa nted th e contract for sta mp printing very much indeed, for
th eir efforts far sur passed those of any competitor. In fac t ( disregarding the
ac tua l sta tus of th e item s ), the Nationa l Bank Note Company made two com
plet e sets of plates or more, for all values except the 24c and 30c and one or
both of th ese were reengraved, all in the summer of 1861. The Postm ast er Gen 
eral's rep ort of Decemb er , 1861 called atte ntion to th e new contract with the
Na tional Banknote Co mpany and pointed out that a savings of THIRTY per
cent in th e cos t of th e stamps would be rea lized annually!! W hen one mus es a bit
on thi s sta tement , he wonders if the National Bank Note Comp an y, in their
an xiety to secure th e contract, might have mad e their bid too low. Th e Postmaster
Gen eral's rep ort also mad e mention of the desire to make distribution starting
August 1, 1861, but, as we now know, from Mr. Elliott Perry's Pat Paragraphs,
th e first deliveries of the stamps were not ma de until August 15th or th ereabouts.

The actual contract for the stamp printing was not signed until November
5th, 1861 althoug h it covered printing of the stamps over a period from August
15, 1861 until August 15, 1867. Although the decision to place the new contrac t
with th e Na tiona l Bank Note Company was undoubtedl y made before May
10, 1861, th e contract wo uld prob ably have been signed in lat e Jul y but for
problems the new contrac tor had in provid ing stamps in the right colors-and
maintaining these colors . In fac t, J. Macdo nough, the Secretary of the National
Bank Note Compan y, had requested an extension from August 1st to August
15th in which to get th e color of the 3c stamp stra ighte ned out, and to get an
am ple supply of thi s stam p printed in a satisfactory color. It was indicated that
a supply of th e 3c value had been print ed in RED, which apparently had been
causing the printers difficulty. Meanwhile, they had been experime nting with
a CARM INE ink and had accomplished some degree of success with thi s par 
ticular formula on Jul y 27. All of th is probabl y expla ins the pr evalen ce of pigeon
blo ods, deep and pale; pinks, rose pinks, and many sha des not tagged with a color
nam e, of th e 3c sta mp in the latter part of 1861. Althoug h the 3c rose is known
on covers used during th e last four months of 1861, it really did not appear in
quantity until January, 1862. No carmine 3c 1861 stamps are listed.

It ma y be significant to note here that the oth er den omin ati ons of th e 1861
serie s, particul arl y the one, five, ten and twenty-four cent values, were all dem
onstra ting a ra ther wide variation in color consiste ncy duri ng the latter part of
1861.

The one cent value was showing up in pale blue, dull blue, gray blue, slate
blue and true blue.

Th e five cent value was exhibiting bu ff, brown yellow, olive yellow and
mu stard.

Disregarding the fact of the ten cent being printed in two different types
not pertinent to thi s discussion-it is known in dark gree n, yellow green, blue
green and true gree n.

Th e twenty four cent range d from deep violet through stee l blue and into
the shades ca lled lilac. The corr ect sequence of printing of these colors is a
sub ject of deb ate.

As tim e went on, the colors of the above values took on different "att itudes"
as indi cat ed by examples of br ight blu e, indigo and ultramarine in the one cent
af ter 1861. The five cent was delib erat ely change d to a red brown, which also
varied to a ches tnut ( not listed, but known to Ashbrook ) and then to brown , and
bl ack brown.
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Th e ten cent value probably showed less variation than the other values ,
and considerable variation is known on the ninety cents.

Last, but not least, the twenty four cent lost most of its "bluish" traits and
tended more to the reddish and grayish colors af ter 1861, although how mu ch
of this is the changeability of unstabl e inks and how 'much actua l varia tion is
an unsolved problem.

Students of these stamps can have a merr y old time with just the color aspects
of the issue . And isn't it stra nge that with all the appa rent problems in securi ng
color consistency, the Post Office Dep artment ap parently never did take mu ch
issue with the National Bank Note Company after 1863, judging by the really
poor qu ality 3c stamps seen on covers mailed toward the end of the war. Appar
ently Postmaster General Blair had other problems, and with the attention of
the country on the War, the Post Office Department gladly took the savings in
printing costs and did nothing to "rock the boat." A strange story!
A26; The Scott Illustration of the 5c Jefferson
Our good friend, Dr. C. E. Taft, called our attention the other day to the

illustration of the 5c 1861 stamp in the Scott Specialized Catalog. Althou gh the
illustra tion is intended to represent the types of Nos . 67, 75, 76 and the grills,
as well as the reprint, No. 105, it actu ally represents the latter. This may be
told by the "notch" in the lathework, next to the outer border in the lower left
corner which may only be found on the reprint. An explanation of this positive
difference, discovered a few years ago by CeD ora J. Hanus, appe ars in Unite d
States Postage Stam ps of the 19th Century, Vol. 2, pages 38 and 39, by Mr.
Lester Brookm an. The cata log illustration clearly shows the cha racteristic of
the reprint. No doub t the Scott editors used the sharp est, finest copy avai lab le
from which to make the cut, and the fac t that the stamp used was the reprint
was of no moment, for as far as was then known , all the stamps of type A26 were
exactly alike.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor

RAILROAD MARKINGS
CHARLES L. TOWLE

Tow le-Me yer Catalog

(1) A valuable ad dition to the background information concerning railroad
markings has been furnished through the courtesy of Mr. Edward Willard. Th e
following was contained in the Nov. 1881 issue of United States Official Postal
Cuide.

"Order from the Genera l Superintenden t of Railway Mail Service-Wa shington ,
D. C. Oct. 20, 1881- General Order No. 68-Section I- Nomencl ature of Railway
Mail Service Lines-In order to secure uniformity in the titles of Railway Post Of
fice and Route Agents lines, Division Superint endents will designate them by their
terminal points instead of the corporate title of the railroad . Th e post office
at the North or East terminus ( taking the general direction of the road ) will
be considered the initial office. Routes runni ng from Northw est to Southeast,
or from Northeas t to Southwest, will be classed as North and South lines. When
two or more routes exist between the same terminal offices, the most direct line
will be designated by the names of the two terminal offices, and the other lines
will be distin guished by the use of the name of the most imp ort ant intermediate
office as a part of their designation. This is rule established by Supt. Bangs in
his ord er of July 16, 1874, and shou ld in all cases be strictly observed."
(2) Catalog Addenda and Co rrect ion s

Through the cour tesy of Messrs. Beals, Bern adt, Bond, Devol, Fingerhood,
Germon, Graham, Hear d, Kiener, Leet , Nielsen, La Perr iere, Sampson, Skowluncl,
P.A.S. Smith, E dw ar d Wi llard, Woodruff and Wyer we present herewith Plates
XVII an d XVIII and add the following new information to the catalog listings-

5OO-E-5 Add WY D 1886.
509-B-I Add color-blue on #94 .
554-5-1 Add W YD 1885.
Catalog Route 555-Add NOTE-See also Cata log Rou te 561 for

Columbus-C inci nnati portion of route until 1872.
611-F· I Add 1884.
617-C- I Add WYD 1879.
622-C· I Add 1877 with b lack E in cir cle kill er. (See cut)
636-A-I Add 1880.
692-B-I In black-add 1867.
n!H-[-1 Add 'Wes t'.
750-B-1 Add color- b lue. 1878.
758-C-I Add color- blue. Eigh ties.
76l ·A-I repor ted wi th com plete date logos.

622·C-l

Addenda-Plate XVII

Arkansas
456-H· 1 27 \0'2 b lack . WY D 188·1. 2 (St. Loui s & Litt le Rock Nig h t Lin e)

Texas
465-B- 1 27 black , 1883. 8

Catalog Route 469: DE NISO N-MINEOLA-HO USTO N, TEXAS. MISSOU RI
PACI FIC RR-INTER JATIONAL & GREAT ORTHEH RR

Route Agents: lineola-Troupe, Tex. 1873, 75, 77, 79-1 Agent; Denison-Mineola,
Tex. 1882-2 Clerks; D enison-Houston, Tex. via Greenville and Mineola
1883-5 Clerks (344 miles )

Route Mark ings: 469-A-1 26~ black, Eighti es. 4. Denison City & Troupe.
470-C· I 26 \0'2 bl ack , 1887. 3
470-D-1 26 blue, Banknote. 6 Denison & H ouston- Sou th ern Division
4S3-F-I 26 \0'2 b lack, WYD 1884. 3 T exarka na & EI Paso-Western Di vision
483-G· [ 27 \0'2 b lack , WYD [879. 4 T exarkana an d For t Worth
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502-E-1

579-B-1 580-A-1 610-G~2

Plale XVII

559-M-1

617-H-1
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Catalog Route 488: WICHITA FALLS-FORT WORTH, TEX. FT. WORTH
& DE TVER CITY RWY.

Route Agents: Wichita Falls-Fort Worth, Tex. 1883-2 Clerks ( 115 miles )
Route Markings: 488-A-l 27~ bla ck, "VYD 1883. 7

Tennessee
502-E-1 26Y2 bl ack , 1874. 3 Memphis and Chattanooga

Kentucky
Catalog Route 539: RICHMOND-STANFORD, KY. KENT UCKY CE TRAL

Rll.
Route Agents: Richm ond Junction-Richmond, Ky. 1881-1 Agent; Richmond-Stan

ford, Ky. 1882, 1883-1 Agent (34 miles)
Route Markin gs: 539-A-l 27 black, Eighties. 9

Ohio
554-1"- 1 25Y2 blue, Banknot e. Partial. 3 Cleve land & Pi tt sburgh
554-5-6 Octagona l Box 28Y2-23Y2 bl ue , WYD 1874. 8 Cle veland & Pittsbu rgh
iiii6-G-I 25 black, Ba nkn ot e . 2 Clevela nd & In d iaanp olis.
ii58-E-1 27Y2 bla ck , ' ''YD 1886, 2 Cleveland , Youngstown & Pittsburgh
559-G-2 Open Cir cle - b lack. Banknore. 4 New York and Chicago Fast Mail - Third Division
iiii!l-M- I 26Y2 black , 1877. 2 Ch icago & Toledo
567-5-1 D. O va l :1I-22Y2 x 24-16 blue, W YD 1878, 1879. 2 Chicago Division , Balt imorc & O hio R .R .
:,71-D-3 27 black , WYD 1885. 2 Gra fton & Cincinna ti Night Line
ii71-D -4 26Y2 blac k, "'YD 188G. I Grafto n & Cincinna ti Day Line
575-A-:1 25Y2 bla ck , 1882. 3 Colu mbus & Athens
57!1- B-1 25Y2 black , 1877, ma gent a , 1877, blu e , 1876. 12 Ca na l Dover and Mariet ta
Catal og Route 580: TOLEDO-COLUMBUS, OHIO. COLUMBUS, HOCKING

VALLEY & TOLEDO RR (Columbus and Toledo RR )
Route Agents: Toledo-Columbu s, O. 1877, 79-2 Agents; 1881-1 Agent; 1882, 1883-2

Clerks (125 miles )
Route Markin gs: 580-A-l 26 black, Banknote. 4

Michigan
(i IO-G-2 26 bl ack, 1880. 3 Detroi t and Ch icago
617-H -1 24Y2 black, Bankn ot c. Partial. 28 J ackson , Lansing & Sagi na w (R .R.)

PLATE XVIII
(i I9-C-1 27 b lack, WY D 1884. 2 Det roit & Gra nd R api ds
620-1-1 27Y2 bl ack, Eigh ties. Negative 5 kill er. Part ia l. 3 Pet oskey and Gra nd Rapids (R .P.O .)
620-5-3 D. Ci rcle 30 Y2-20Y2 b lue , "'YD 1881. 15 Gra nd Ra p ids and Ind ian a

Note-Town name is mi s-spe lled .
623-1'-1 26 bl ack, 1871. 10 Ch icago & Michi gan Lake Shore
623-G -1 25Y2 bl ack , 1882. Pa rtia l. 10 Pen twa ter & Nu nica (Agt.)
636- B-1 26 black, 1878. Nega tive E kill er. 6 Kalamazoo & Sout h Haven
Catalog Rout e 642: TRE NTO N-ADRIAN, MICH. CHICAGO & CANADA

SOUTHERN RR-LAKE SHORE & MICHIGAN SOUTHERN n.n.
Rout e Agents: Grosse Isle, Mich.-Fayette, O. 1881-2 Agents ; Tr enton-Adrian,

Mich. 1882, 1883-1 Clerks (48 miles )
Route Markin gs: 642-S-1 Rectangle (37) x (28 ) blue, WYD 1873. Partial. 30.

Chicago and Canada Southern.
Indiana

656-1-1 27Y2 bl ack , WYD 1882. 9 Logan sport & Shc1do n
G58-B·1 26 blue, Banknot e. 10 Cincin na ti, H amilton & Ind ianapoli s

Illinois
691-E-3 25Y2 blue, Banknot e. Pa rt ial , 2 Chicago & Ceda r R ap ids
691-0 -1 27Y2 blue , Six ties. 12 (On 2c Blackjack)
694-U-1 26 b lack, WYD 1885. 4 Cbicago & Om ah a Fa st Mail
702-P-1 27 bl ack, W YD 1883. 2 Chicago & West Liberty Day Li ne
708-5-5 30 Y2 bl ack, WYD 1863. 20 Ill in ois Centra l. (Same as Rem elc 11 -5-01)

Iowa
761-G-1 27Y2 bl ack, "'YD 1886. E kill er. 2 Calmar & Cha mbe rla in Eastern Di vision
764-B-27 b lack , Banknote. 8 R ed Oak & Eastport
765-C-1 26Y2 black , WY D 1884. 4 Keokuk & Centerv ille
Catalog Route 777: CL ARII DA, IA.-CORNING, MO. CHICAGO, BURLING

TO N & QUI NCY ll.R-KANSAS CITY, ST. JOSEPH & CO U CIL BLUFFS
Rll.

Route Agents: Clarinda, l a.-Corning, Mo. 1883-1 Clerk. (47 miles )
Route Markings: 777-A-l 27 black, YVYD 1884. 6

Missouri
809-H -1 26Y2 bl ack, 1876. 4 H an nibal & I' ort Scott
81O-G-2 26 bl ack, Six ties . 12
8 10-5-3 D. R ectangle 26-24 x 22-20 blue, "'YD 1925. 5 Chicago, Bu r lin gton & Quincy R . R.
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810-8-3

642-8-1

658-B-1

810-G-2809-H-1

656-I-1

620-I-1

777-A-1

623-G-1

623-F-1

Plate XVIII
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor
A "SHORT PAID" LETTER THAT WAS OVERPAID
Mr. H enry S. owak, RA 491, reports the cover illustrated as Figure 1.

T his letter originated in Boston ad dressed to "Mr. Morris G. Smith/ On board Am.
Barque Peach-Capt. Geri emar / Care American Consul at/Elsinore D enmark."
It is prep aid 24c by a 24c stamp of the 1861 issue (Scott #78 ). The Boston ex
change office marked it in black with "BOSTON/ 18/ MAY/ 6" ( Blake & Davis
# 848, p. 179 ).1 The stamp was cancelled by a for eign mail killer ( Blake &
Davis # 966, p. 195 ), and Boston also applied in black a "SHORT PAID"
marki ng ( Blake & D avis #859, p . 179) . The cover also bears a "PAID/ N. YORK
BRE M. PKT./ slu g/MAY/19" marking in red (U SPM,2 similar to # 33, p. 97 ) .
T here is also a lar ge "17" in red, and a "F RA TCO" marking . On the reverse
is a clear circula r "L UE BECK/ 3/ 6/ St.P.A." mark and three blurred Danish
marks, one of which shows "1866" clearly.

W ha t is the significance of these ma rkings ? According to the U. S. Mai ! and
Post Office Assistant the ra tes to Denmark in May 1866 were:

Bremen or H amburg 20c (per Jf oz.)
Pru ssian closed mail ( pe r Jf oz. ) 31c prep aid : 33c unpaid
French mail 27c (~ oz. ) , 54c (Jf oz. )

T he debit of 6c in the Boston marking fits only th e rate by French mail for
a letter weighing over ~, but not over Jf ounc e, when conveyed by British
packet. A let ter of this weight by French mail would have required a postage
of 54c. The Boston offic e, therefore, marked the letter "SHORT PAID," ignored
th e 24c prepayment, and marked it to be sen t as a double ra te unpaid letter in
French ma il by British packet. This required a debit of two tim es the U. S.
inland postage of 3c, or 6c. But at this point an impasse is encountered. The dat e
in the Boston marking should relate to the sai ling dat e of a British ( Cunard )
packet. Referen ce to the sailings of the Cunard line discloses that the Scotia
sailed from New York on 16 May, and the China was to sail from Boston on 23
May 1866. Why, th en , th e date of 18 May?

T here ca n be b ut one answer. Boston intended to send it by a Can adian
(A llan line ) packet. It will be remembered that French mail whe n conveyed

Figu re 1.
132



by Canadian packets was to be treated as if it had be en sent by British packets
(see Chronicle No. 47, p. 31 ). Th e Can adian (Allan line ) ships sailed on
Satur days , and it was about the second week in May, dep ending on the weather,
that the Allan line transferred its sailings from Portland, Me., to Riviere du
Loup, Quebec. Since 18 May 1866 was a Friday, the intention to send it by th e
Allan line is clearly indicated.

For some reason that can only be surmised, the letter was sent to New
York instea d. Either the Boston or New York office crossed out in blu e crayon
the debit of 6c in the Boston marking and "SH ORT PAID." Th e New York
office determined to send it by the New York of the North German Lloyd di
rectl y to Bremen. Since this ship sailed on 19 May, the "PAID/N. YORK BRENI.
PKT." marking was applied in red. Th e rate by thi s route was 20c per half ounce,
and since this letter did not weigh over half an ounce, it was fully prep aid-in
fact, overpaid by 4 cents. Of the 20c rate, the United States retained its inland
postage of 3c, and credited Bremen with 6c sea, lc Bremen inland, 5c uniform
postage to the bord er of the German-Austri an Postal Union, and 5c transit to
Denm ark , for a tot al of 17 cents. This is indicated by th e large "17" applied in
red. This rate evidently paid to destination .

Thus, this cover , as it was first routed, was "short paid" by 30c, but as it
was finally routed, overpa id by 4 cents. A most unusual situa tion.

There are, however, oth er aspects of thi s cove r th at deserve attention. It
does not bear an "AMERICA/UBER BRE ME N/FRANCO" marking. Th e ab
sence of this marking indicates that it passed in closed mail through th e Bremen
office. Th e only closed mail through Bremen provided for by posta l convention
was mail addressed to the city of Hamburg. In that case, it was provided
that New York make-up a bag for Hamburg which passed in closed sta te
through Bremen. Covers sent in Bremen mail addressed to the city of Hamburg,
therefore, do not bear an "AMERICA/ UBER BREMEN" ma rking. It is known ,
however, that many details under the Bremen and Hamburg conventions were
arra nged between the Bremen and Hamburg resident ministers in Washington
and Postmasters General of the United Sta tes. The reduction of the U. S. inland
postage from 5c to 3c on mail conveye d by th e North German Lloyd, for example.
When arrangements were made in this mann er , there is no documentary evide nce
explaining them. That they occurred, however , is evide nce d by covers.

Th e only Germ an exchange office markin g on the cover is that of Lubeck.
Lubeck was not an exchange office under any postal conve ntion mad e with
the United States. It has been obse rved, however , that excha nge offices were
sometimes crea ted by post office agreement whe n their function was confined
to the receipt and distribution of mail. In the United Stat es, San Francisco was
listed in the U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant as an exchange office for
Brit ish mail long before the additional articles that created it an exchange office
were signed. Th e same source lists Baltimore as an excha nge office for French
mail although there were no additional articles to the U. S.-French convention
crea ting it an exchange office. Although rare, Baltimore excha nge office mark
ings have been seen on incoming French mail letters, but none on outgoing mail.
On Pru ssian closed mail addressed to the Scandinavian sta tes , Hamburg markings
are seen on covers which bear no Aachen marking, yet Hamburg was not an
exchange office for Prussian closed mail. After th e Verviers-Cologne office was
created for Anglo-Prussian closed mail in 1862, the marking of th is office is some
times seen on Prussian closed mail covers addressed to Russia, and these covers
also bear no Aachen marking. Thi s leads to the conclusion that additional articles
to conve ntions were necessary for the crea tion of an excha nge office which was
to correspond (exchange mail) with a designated foreign office, or offices. These
offices would not only receive mail , but would also dispat ch it. It appears,
how ever, that when the fun ction of the excha nge office was confined to th e
receipt and distribution of mail, additional articles to conve ntions were some
times not deemed necessary.

Th e evidence of this cover indicates that th e New York office mad e up a
Danish mail which was sent in closed sta te through Bremen to Lubeck. Th e
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letter-bill for this mail must have been sent dir ectly to Bremen, and a copy
to Lub eck. T he Lubeck office checked the ma il against the copy, marked this
lett er "F RANCO," and for ward ed it to Denmark.

Footnotes
1 Blak e, Maurice C. a nd Da vis, Wilbur W ., Postal Ma r/lill gs of Boston to 1890.
~ Simpso n , T racy \\T., United Stat es Postal M ark in gs and R elat ed M ail Seroices-st SsI t o 1861.
TWO COVERS EXPLAIN EXCHANGE OFFICE PROCEDURE
GEORGE E. HARGEST

T he cover illustrated as Figure 2 was posted in Newburgh , Ohio, addressed to
Stuttgart, Wurttemberg, and endorsed "pr Steamer via Bremen or Hamburg." Un 
for tunately, th e date in the postm ark is illegible. It is correctly prepaid 15c by
stamps of the 1861 issue. On th e fac e are two New York packet markings,
one superimposed over the other. These ha ve been separa tely traced and are
illustrated beneath th e cover. Also on the face is a blue "ANIERICA/ UBE R
BREMEN/FRANCO" marking applied at Bremen. On the reve rse is a clear,
circular ( 19 mm. ) marking reading, "Dl /8j l 0." This was evide ntly applied by
the Bremen office at th e tim e the letter was forwarded to Wurttemberg. There is
also the remnants of another circular marking, completely illegible. There are
two transit markings wi th dates too indistinct to read.

In the November 1968 issue of the Chronicle ( No. 60 ), p. 151, is illus trated
a cover reported by NIr. Lester L. Downing, ( R.A. 117 ), and the reader is
requested to refer to it. Upon inquiry, NIr. Downing stat es that the reverse of
his cover bea rs a circular "AUSG./7/ 10" marking. This indicates that the letter
arrived in th e Brem en office on 7 October ( 1866). It also bears a sma ller circular
mark , indistinct at top, but clearly showing "8/ 10." This marking and th e
"D l / 8/ 10" marking on Figure 2, indicate that both of th ese covers were for 
warded b y th e Bremen office on 8 October ( 1866), one to Thuringia, and the
other to Wurttemberg, On e find s difficulty in escap ing the conclusion that both
lett ers arrived in Brem en in the same mai l.

Figure 2.
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Th e cover illustrated on page 151 of Chronicle No. 60 bears a "N. YORK
6 U.S. PKT. jPAID" marking dated "SEPj 20" which is identical in every respect
to that appearing on the cover illustrated as Figure 2. But the cover illustrated
as Figure 2 also bears a "N. YORK 12 BREM. PK.jPAID" marking dated "SEP.j
22." This seems to say that this cover was not sent by a U. S. packet on Sep
tember 20, but was sent by a Bremen packet on Septemb er 22, (1866) . Yet th e
marking on the reverse of the cover indicates that it arrived in Bremen in
the same mail as Mr. Downing's cover which was sent by a U. S. packet on
September 20, (1866). How could such a situation exist? The answer to thi s
qu estion undoubtedly rests with the operational procedures of the New York
exchange office.

The annual report of the Postmaster General for 1864 stated that there had
been a total of 6,438,108 letters exchanged between the United States and
European countries. Of this total, 3,315,569 were sent from the United . States,
while 3,122,539 were received from Europe. This represented an increase of
834,977 over the number reported in 1863.1 The annua l report for 1866 sta ted":

"The number of lett ers exchanged in the mails with foreign coun
tries was 9,430,546; of which 4,886,916 were sent from , and 4,543,630
received in the United States. Of this number 8,564,847 were exchange d
with European countries, an increase of 1,851,330 over the number ex
changed in 1865."

Thus, between 1863 and 1866 there had been an increase of 2,961,716 in the
number of letters exchanged between the United States and E uropean countries.
This represented an increase of about 53 per cent over the 1863 level.

During 1866 the various mail steamships ma de 292a tr ips from United States
ports to Europe. Since in 1866 there were 8,564,847 letters exchange d with
European countries, about half of which, or 4,242,424, were sent from th e
Unit ed States, the mail steamers were, on the average, convey ing 14,666 letters
per trip. The deviation from this average, how ever, must have been large, and
it is not inconceivable that as many as 20,000 letters were carr ied on some trips.

How did the exchange officers meet this tremendous increase in the volume
of mail? Obviously, they hired new employees. But new employees alone would
not have sufficed. Consider the making -up of a F rench mail to be conveye d to
Southampton by a Bremen steamer, for example. This mail was dispatched to
the French exchange offices of Havre, Paris, and th e travelling office, Calais
to Paris , and a separate bag (or bags ) was sent to each office. It was provided"
that all letters addressed to the city of Havre, be sent to the Havre office. Letters
addressed to the French departments of de l'Aisne, du Nord, de l'Oise, du Pas
de-Calais, de la Seine Inferieure, and de la Somme, were sent to the Paris office.
Letters addressed to the rest of France were sent to the travelling office, Calais
to Paris. A "green" employee would have had to have looked up the department
in which the town addressed was located for practically every letter handled
before he could assign it to the proper bag. An experienced clerk , on the other
hand, would have to look up the departments for only a few letters.

But if new employees could not be used for the sorting of letters, they could
be used for the weighin g, marking, and counting of letters. Given a scale, they
could weigh a letter and mark it in the upper left corner with the number
of rates. Given a handstamp set with the proper deb it or credit and th e date
of the next dispatch of the particular mail, th ey could mark letters. When a
convenient number had been accumulated , they could wrap them in packages
using paper of the proper color, say, pink for prepaid, white for unpaid, yellow
for returned letters, etc. While the mere counting of from 15,000 to 20,000 letters
on the day of sailing would have required a large number of man hours , wrapped
packages marked with the numb er of letters they containe d would have re
quired little time to count.

I t is, therefore, here contended that the exchange offices separated the
skilled from the unskilled tasks, and made the making-up of the mails a con
tinuous process.

After the Bremen mail was disp atched on 15 September 1866, th erefore, it
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is not unlikely that the date in the Bremen handstamp was changed to 22 Sep
temb er when the next Bremen mail would be mad e-up. Le tte rs to be sent in the
Bremen mail were accumulated at the foreign desk where the Bremen mails were
made-up. From tim e to time, clerks weighed (when necessary ) , marked, counted,
and wrapped these letters. Thus, sometime between 15 September and 20 Septem
ber, the cover illustrated as Figure 2 received a New York Bremen packet marking
dated 22 September.

At the beginning of each month the Post Office Dep artment furnished the
exchange offices with a schedule of steamship sailings by wh ich the mails
would be dispatched. This schedule, probably in abbreviated form , was pub 
lished monthly in the U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant . Th e schedule , as
published in the September 1866 issue of the U. S. Ma il, shows a Bremen line
departure fro m New York on 15 September with mail destin ed for "E urope via
Southampton and Brem en." Also on 15 Septemb er was schedu led a Hambur g
line departure with ma il destined for the "City of Hamburg only." The next
entry for a departure by the Bremen line is on 22 September with mail destined
for "Euro pe (excep t French mail ) via Southampton and Bremen ." A Hamburg
departur e was also scheduled for 22 September with mail for the "City of Ham
burg only." There was no scheduled departure for 20 September 1866.

The 15 September (Saturday) issue of the Shipping and Commercial List
and N ew Yo rk Prices Curreni, however, shows the "U.S.M. steamer" Baltic as
being "up" for Bremen on 20 September. Sometim es between 15 and 20 Sep 
tember the Post Office D ep artment must have notified the New York exchange
office that th e Baltic of the North American Lloyd would carry a mail to
Bremen on 20 September. The North America n Lloyd ( Ruger Brothers line )
was of United States registry, not a foreign line under contract to the United
States. The Act of 15 June 1860, Section 4,0 provided , in regard to the dispatch
of mails, "That the preference shall always be given to an American over a
foreign steamship when dep arting from the same port for the same destin ation
within three da ys of each other." It was, therefore, mandatory that the Bremen
mail be sent by th e Baltic. Th e mail already marked to be sent by the Bremen
(North Germ an Lloyd ) line on 22 Septemb er, therefore, had to be re-mark ed
to be sent by aU. S. packet on 20 September. Th is was accomplished by strik
ing the U. S. packet marking over the Bremen pa cket marking already applied.
On letters that arrived after the sailing of the Baltic was announced, only the
U.S. packet marking was applied. Letters that arrived after 20 September were
sent by th e Hermann of the North German Lloyd on 22 September, and b ear
a Bremen packet marking. Mr. Do wning's cover must have arrived afte r th e
sailing of th e Baltic was announced.

Footnotes
1 OtJ. cit., p. 53.
2 op. cit ., p. 5.
a As reported in the Sliip ping and Commercial List and N ew York Prices Current .
4 Addition Articles to th e Postal Conven tion of March 2, 1857, be twee n the Un ited Sta tes

and Fra nce . Effective on April I , 1861. 16 U. S. Stat utes-at-large 895.
e 12 U. S. Statu tes-a t-Large 39.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Name-of-County Townmarks. I need covers
or singles of 1851-1860 period showing coun
ty name in to wnmark from Allegheny, Cal.,
Campbell's Mills , Conn., Bonds Mill s, Ga.,
Illinoistown, 111., Columbia City, Ind. (Ia ) ,
Lodge, K y. , Alberton, Md. , Greensburg,
N. J ., Farnham, N. Y., West Fall s, N. Y.,
Franklin Square, Oh io, Louisville, Ohio.,
Alma, Va. , Hartford City , Va. Traey W.
Simpson , 66 Alvarad o Rd ., Be rk ele y, Cal.
94705.

YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE
WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER·
ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO
BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE
PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGEI SEE RATES,
BOTTOM OF PAGE 100 .
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WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
~~~~~
'I Borrow with confidence II In any emergency, bo rrow ,rD.1
"..~" the money you need at ~~~

I
ili rli Ed elmal." S. Use your collec- I.'

' ~ tion as collateral and still
retain complete own ersh ip.

rlt At Ed elman's, you can i'i
~JJ ob tain qu ick, confidenti al ;'~J:

tij
'" loans for an y amount up if83'"

~
. ; '~ to 80 % of the va lue of Ii
~ you r properties - from

, . $50 to $50 ,000 and more.
~ Write tod ay for further ~~
r~\ information. r~

J] ede/man ·JS ~~:;I J.~~:n\'.:~:'O~~R,o;~46 I
~ (Suburban Ph iladelphia) ~e3'"•~~~~~
WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything
in 19th and early 20th Century
covers, both U.S. and Foreign .

Also inte rested in unusual
U.S. & B.N.A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK
OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR
WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co•
801 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specia lty

Wr ite for my -

FREE SPECIAL LISTS OF OLD U.S. COVERS

Approva ls gladly sent to U.S. Philatelic Classics Society and A.P.S. members.

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 66
Ap olog ies for th e ill-behaved gremlin who reversed the photographs in the

May Ch ronicle, though I'm certain my alert read ers caught the error.
The U. S.-French treaty of March 2, 1857, took effect April 1, 1857. Both

covers illustrated were handled under provisions of this treaty. A basic rate of
15c between th e United Stat es and France was established with additional
charges for places beyond France. In th e case of Sardinia, in which Spezzia
was locat ed , the extra charge was 6c, for a tot al of 21c per single }~ oz. letter.
Prepayment was op tional, but partial payment was not recognized.

Both letters wer e double under the treaty sca le, as the manuscript "2" at
th e upper lef t indicates. The stamps did not perform any function on either
cover , and wer e disregar ded in rating the postage du e. T his was figured at 24
decimes (manuscript markings in center ) or about 46c in U. S. cur rency as a
double letter, or 2 lira 40 centesimi Italian. Exact reconciliation of the various
cur rencies is usually impossible.

Several methods of transmission were avai lab le under the French treaty and
th e debit and credit markings vari ed in accordance with the method used. Direct
mail could be transported by French or American packet. Mail via England
cou ld be carried by British or American packet . The rate remained th e same
by any of these routes. .

The November cover was transmitted by American packet dir ect, as the
octagonal French receiving postmark ( incorporating HAVRE ) characteristic
of this service indicates. By th is route the division was as follo ws: U. S. inland
3c, U. S. packet 9c, French inland 3c, excess beyond France 6c, for the 21c
total. Of this amount, the United States received 12c and France 9c, hence the
debi t of 24c in the New York postmark for a double lett er. Since the letter
was unpaid , th is po stmark was struck in black to indicate a debit to France.
Red was used on prepaid lett ers.

The Ma y cover also went by Americ an packet, but via England , as the
F rench receiving postmark shows. The "AM. A. C: ' postmark occurs only on
American packet mail received from England. The total postage was divided:
U. S. inland 3c, U. S. packet 6c, British transit 3c, French inland 3c, excess
beyond France 6c. The United States received 9c of the sum and th e balance
of 12c was retain ed by France, who accounted to England for th e British transit
rate. Thus th e debit in the New York postm ark (again in black ) is 18c for a
dou ble let ter. Recognition of the "debit" feature of the postmarks is critical to
a proper classification of these covers, since, had they both been prepaid, the
am ounts in th e postmarks would have been "credits" and would have been
exactly reversed.

" Th y these two covers were mai led with 5c postage instead of unpaid or
correctly prepaid canno t b e positively determined . The dir ecti on "Via Liverpool
Stea mer" suggests th at th e writer inte nded them to go in the open mail via
E ng land, but thi s direction was not sufficient to insure such transmission , nor
was such an option ac tually availabl e in the postal tab les and instructions. A few
similar shor t paid letters were routed in the ope n mail (see "Short Pa id Letters to
F rance 1857-1858" b y Melvin W. Schuh in Chronicle No. 51 ) . The November
letter wa s fir st mail ed with only 3c posta ge, and the l c pair added-apparently
to make up th e 5c rat e by open mail. It looks as if th e Terre H aute Post Office
itself did not understand the prop er rates and procedures. Additional examples
of careless ness and ign orance at Terre Hau te are evide nt on othe r covers from
the Law corresponden ce.

The Rich ard L aw to whom both covers wer e addresse d was a native of
Indiana and was appointe d Passed Midshipman in 1847. Man y inter estin g cove rs
138



exist addresse d to Law in various parts of the world. Nearly all originated at
Terr e Haute or nearby. Readers are invited to report details of covers from
the Law corr espondence. If there is sufficient interest and response, an article
devoted to thi s corr espondence will be plann ed .

The Navy maintained squadrons in different areas of the world as protec
tion for American commerce . The "Constella tion" sailed in the late summer of
1855 to act as flagship for the Mediterr anean Squadron and remain ed until
early in the summer of 1858. Spezzia is on the northwest coast of Italy. In 1857,
befor e the unification of Italy, it was within the boundaries of the mainland
Kingdom of Piedmont, which, with the island of Sardinia, compose d th e King
dom of Sardinia , or the "Sardinia n States" as they were describ ed in U. S. postal
regulations.

Readers interested in the debate whether the "Conste llation," rebuilt in
1854, is a tru e lineal descendant of the Navy's first ship or merely a nominal
one may consult "The Hard-luck Frigate" by A. C. C. W hipple in American
Heritage, February 1956, Howard 1. Chapelle's Th e History of th e American
Sailing Nav y, and Alexander Laing's Am erican Sail.

In teresting letters and suggestions about these two covers were received
from Tracy Simpson and Mort Neinken. Their help is much appreciated. I also
wish to thank George E. Hargest for checking the acc uracy of this ana lysis.

Bibliography
Ashbrook. Sta nley n, Special Service, pp. 649-652, 654.
Gra ham , Ri chard B, "Naval Agency Markings," Americall Philatelist, February 1969.
Graham, Ri chard B. Personal communicat ion to th e author, February 2, 1970.
Hargest , George E. "French Mail Rates," Chronicle No . 45.
Problem Cover for This Issue

Th e cover shown does not involve any obscure puzzles or require any
esoteric knowledge. Nevertheless, it is an int eresting postal history item. It was
mailed at Oroville, Cal. on May 18, 1859, bearing a l Oe 1857, type III, tied by
the postmark. It was addressed to Whitby, Canada West, presently Ontario . The
handstruck markings are in black. In addition th ere is a faint manuscript "Due
15" in blue crayon or pencil. What do the various markings signify and where
were they applied? What function did the stamp perfo rm?
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS
OF THE

UNITED STATES

1861 to 1866
By CH ARLES L. TOWLE and HENRY A. MEYER

Covers railroad markings of the United States, as follows:

" R .R .", "AGT " or station name markings- -1861 to 1900.

R.P.O. markings prior to 1887.

Over 400 pages, hard covers, with exact illustrations of over

2200 markings. Over 80 railway route diagrams and over

40 illustrations of the finest of covers bearing such markings.

Lists the railroads over which the routes ran, and the pres

ent -day status of these roads. With a clear explanation of how

the railway mail systems worked, including definition of

terms and a detailed cross index.

Price: $12 .50 per copy, postpaid. Order from :

MELYIN W. SCHUH
6 Laconia Road

WORCESTER, MASS. 01609
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A booklet

"MODERN METHODS OF PHILATELIC SELLING"

will be sent on request.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
The International Stamp Auctioneers

6 West 48th Street New York, N. Y. 10036

(212) 757-4460

NEW YORK LONDON SIDNEY
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